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 To John Hood. 

  

 If ever there was a Timothy to a Paul, 

 one who tirelessly contended at my side 

 for the sake of the Gospel 

 and God’s truth, 

 It would be you. 

  

 Thank you for your hard work and dedication, 

 your willingness to run hard for Christ, 

 and in joining me in the privilege, 

 of sharing His much-needed truths, 

 to our lost and dying world. 

  

 May we both stay busy engaged in eternal matters, 

 storing up much treasure in heaven, 

 by God’s grace and Spirit, 

 for nothing else matters. 

  

 So proud of you John, 

 and what you’ve become. 

 Keep up the great work, 

 oh mighty man of God, 

 I love you. 
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 Preface 



As I’ve shared many times before, prior to becoming a Christian, I 

was unfortunately involved in the Occult and New Age practices. This of 

course, not only led to demonic activity, but also, sadly, demonic 

possession. This would not only explain my abnormal hatred and disdain 

towards Christians, Christianity, and the Bible, but it also makes sense now as to why I had such a strong vehement willingness to blaspheme the 

things of God and even His people. Yet, literally, from the very instant that I cried out to Jesus Christ specifically and asked Him to save me and 

forgive me, in a split second the demons immediately left me and never 

came back, leaving me in a state of wonder, gratefulness, and joy that has never left to this day. I still can’t believe He rescued a person like me. I didn’t grow up in the Church. I wasn’t raised in the Church. I couldn’t 

even have told you about the Jonah and the whale story. All I know is that I went from darkness to light simply by calling upon the Name of Jesus 

and it was all about Him now. That’s why I prayed after reading the Bible one day, “God I want to know more.” Next thing you know, for the next 

seven years, I was led to Bible College and later Seminary. However, with that said, being a creature of the occult, I was utterly shocked and in no way prepared for what I was about to encounter in what I called “Church 

World.” To my surprise, there was blatant occult activity all over the 

Church, be it Witchcraft, New Age, Satanism, Voodoo, you name it. All of the demonic activity I used to be a part of, was here too. Only, just like satan, it was cleverly disguised in Biblical terminology to make it 

“appear” as if it were Christian when it’s not. In these pages you will be provided with that proof and it is my prayer that the real Church will rise up and give the lost what they really need, the real Gospel and real Jesus Christ. One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE?  I mean that in the nicest 

possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday! 





































Billy Crone 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

2024 
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 Chapter One 

———————————— 

Charismatic Movement 

Disclaimer 

 

We are in our new topic entitled, “Charismatic Chaos, the Untold 

History of the Charismatic Movement.” If you have one of our notebooks, 

you might have noticed that the next subject is Oneness Pentecostalism. 

Now you may wonder, how did that get turned into this? Well, let me 

explain my rationale. Hopefully you will understand what I’m doing. 

“Oneness Pentecostalism” is basically an offshoot of the Charismatic 

Movement. So, to understand where these guys came from, certainly 

Oneness Pentecostalism, I wanted to back up a little bit and understand, first of all, where do they come from? Where is the Charismatic 

Movement now? 



One of the things that the Charismatic Movement would have you 

and me believe is that this is a new wave. It’s a new Spirit of God. The Spirit of God is doing something new. In fact, if you listen to a lot of them, every year it’s a new wave coming, a new thing. But that’s the theme. 

What they are doing is different than what Evangelical Protestants are 

involved with. This is a “new” movement of the Spirit. But do you just 

accept that? Or do you do what the Word of God says, and you test the 

spirit? 
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I John 4:1-3: “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world. 

This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God. Every spirit that 

acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is born of God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 



He is saying that if anybody says to you, “God told me,” or “I got a 

word from God,” or “This is a new movement of the Spirit,” etc., and 

we’re good to go. But it’s okay to question that. “Are you sure that’s really from God?” 



So, is that what we are going to do? We’re not going to take 

anybody’s word for it. I’m not here just to poke people in the eye. But 

some are making some audacious claims, saying that there’s a new word 

from God, even outside of the Bible, and we need to listen to it above the Bible. Really? Let’s put that to the test. I don’t think that’s what God’s Word says. They are saying that this behavior that they are involved in, in the church, is a new spirituality. The rest of us are just too immature, and we just don’t have the same abilities. We’re kind of looked down upon. 

Really? We’ll put that to the test as well. Now we’re going to see what the Charismatic Movement is, and there are a lot of, what I would say, 

secondary issues. A mark of Christian maturity is to agreeably, disagree, on secondary issues, yet not divide. We’re not there yet, but eventually we are going to get into the issue of spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts are a classic example of a secondary issue. Kind of like a position on the Rapture. 



Now we have a secondary issue that’s really not a secondary issue; 

it’s a salvation issue. You don’t work your way to Heaven, period, through your own suffering, or whatever. It’s your spiritual gift, and that is the big delineation for the Charismatic Movement. It’s all gifts, all the time. It's always been that way. “We just need to get back to that.” 
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But what we are going to see, is that some of these so-called gifts, 

that they say are still in function, may start out as a secondary issue, but because of that belief, they’re going outside the Bible with those gifts, as the source of truth. Now you’re outside the scope of what we need to rely upon as truth. So, we’ll get into all that, but I wanted to deal with the charismatic community first and understand where they came from before 

we get into Oneness Pentecostalism. 



Oneness Pentecostalism is not only full of all kinds of false 

teachings, but they are also a cult. Now, does that mean that everybody 

who’s charismatic is involved in a cult? No. I wouldn’t say that.  I have many charismatic friends. There’s been a couple times that I have spoken at some places that I would say are a little more of a charismatic flavor, but not the kind of things that we’re going to see in a second. So, I’m not here just to pick on them, but I wanted to explain where they came from 

and what’s going on, even with the secondary issues. And then we’re 

going to test it. But what I would like to get into is what I would call the extreme Charismatic Movement. Because this is what’s really going on 

today, and this is what concerns me. 



You have extreme Charismatic Movement behavior, where it’s not 

just good enough to roll around on the floor. You need to sit on 

somebody’s grave. It’s called grave sucking. You need to sit on their grave, and you need to pray, supposedly in tongues, to suck up their mantle and get power from that dead person. So, you just went from spiritual gifts to that. That’s the kind of thing that is going on today. You can only learn how to have these gifts if you go to a certain church that has this certain school, like IHOP or Bethel. And then when you get there, they lock you 

away from the rest of your family. I’ve got first-hand accounts where, 

basically, people haven’t seen their loved ones for years. Well, that is a cult. 



That’s the stuff I’m talking about. This aberrant behavior that 

extremism brings. I’m not talking about some of the secondary issues. 

Although, some differences that they have, are typically, a Charismatic 

Church will believe that you can lose your salvation. How far can you 

push that? They trust in a work-based system. But what I want to cover in this chapter is a teaser that I have strung together. It’s about a 17-minute clip of the different things that we are going to get into, and the extremism 
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that I want to bring up. I’m not here to poke, and I’m not here to say that every person who’s charismatic is involved in a cult or even being in cultic behavior. But there is so much of it coming into the Church today, and I think that we need to deal with it. 



So, we’re going to get into this 17-minute clip and start the journey 

with the Word Faith Movement, which is sad. It’s an aberration. 

It comes out of the Charismatic Movement where basically you sow a seed 

to somebody’s ministry, and “God guarantees He’s going to do this blah, 

blah, blah, miracle.” Miracle spring water, manna, all that stuff you 

sprinkle on your head.  You’re going to get God’s blessing. That’s kind of aberrant behavior. We’re going to see some so-called movements of the 

Holy Spirit and things that you can do, dances and movements you can do, to provide guaranteed healing. And then it’s going to get even darker. 

Some of these clips you may have seen, but we are going to get into the 

aberrant behavior, where the occult behavior is coming from, and how it is going into the Church. 



It’s one thing for that to come into the Church, but it’s now being 

touted as the new wave of Christianity, and you and I are old fuddy-

duddies, because we still want to do Bible study. Bible study is being 

downplayed by and large. It’s called doctrine, as if that’s bad. The Greek word for that is “teaching.” 



Is teaching bad? Absolutely not! Is learning the Bible bad? 

Absolutely not! But the emphasis is on experience, and emotions, and 

hyper-extremism with these gifts, and the occult is coming in. That’s the stuff that I want to deal with. So, let’s take a look at where we’re headed, with just a little teaser, of the aberrant behavior that I want to deal with. 

 Announcer:  “Have you been settling on having not enough? Have you settled on having pain or disease in your body? God doesn’t want you to settle. He wants you to receive. That’s why Reverend Peter Popoff wants to send you the Miracle Spring Water, absolutely free. Because when you receive the Miracle Spring Water and follow the instructions. Your life will fully improve in ways you can hardly imagine.”  

 Reverend Peter Popoff:  “A $6.5 million settlement!”  He announces that this lady had received the settlement, after using the Miracle Spring Water. 
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Anointed Buyer:  “A $138,000 IRS debt totally cleaned and wiped off my credit report.”  

Reverend Popoff’s Assistant:  “She took the Miracle Spring Water and anointed her throat. She went back to the doctor and the cancer is gone.”  

Announcer:  “What God has done for others; He’ll do for you. Call now to receive this faith-building point of contact and release God’s miracle-working power where you need it the most. Call the number on your 

 screen to receive your free packet of Miracle Spring Water. It’s time for your miracle. Call now.” 

  Creflo Dollar:  “Are you having financial troubles? Do you need a miracle from God? I want to rush to you one of my anointed packets in the mail, absolutely free of charge.”  

Anointed Buyer:  “Ever since I used my Anointed Prayer Handkerchief, my whole body is feeling better. And not only physically, but financially. I brought my mortgage up to date that was three months behind. Thank you, Jesus!”  

Anointed Buyer #2:  “My Anointed Prayer Handkerchief got my son off drugs, and he even went back to school to finish an electrical course. And now he has lots of money, so now he can take care of me instead of me taking care of him.” 

  Announcer:  “Landscaping has flourished, and the couple’s income has doubled. Today, Cloyce has four men working for him. Seeing God’s 

 faithfulness has Jenny excited about giving.”  

Jenny:  “God says, if we give it’s going to be given unto us, you know, and it’s true. We can’t outgive God.”  

Luke 6:38: “Give, and it will be given to you … For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” 
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Jenny:  “The more we’ve given, and I have given, and we’re excited about giving. I mean, we can’t wait for an opportunity to give. Now that’s the truth. We love giving, and God just never fails. He has increased us and increased us. And the more we give, the more He gives back. It’s just the principle of God.”  

Paul Petite:  “Reporting from Southern Texas, I’m Paul Petite for Success in Life. And guess what? This is real. This is the anointing and the Spirit of God. This is endeavoring to break the curse of poverty. Those generational curses, all in your home and your life and your business.”  

Announcer:  “Call for this Biblical point of contact and get in position to receive God’s best for you and your loved one.”  

Anointed Buyer #3:  “God gave me $28,000.”  

Anointed Buyer #4:  “God touched me and gave me a $50,000 miracle. 

 Whatever He says do, do it!”  

Announcer:  “With every bite from this heavenly cake, you’ll feel empowered and encouraged to move into all that God has for you. Take the first step to a new life. Call the number on your screen and get your free packet of the Miracle Manna Bread today.”  

Paul Petite:  “Today, take Him as your senior partner. Make a $1,000 vow of faith, and as God begins to provide, listen to me, as God begins to multiply, that’s all God’s saying. He will just keep it watered. Don’t eat your seed. Fulfill your vow!”  

Reverend Peter Popoff:  “I see many letters coming to you.”  

Reverend Kerney Thomas:  “Oh, I feel the anointing of God, the miracle that happened.”   
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Reverend Peter Popoff:  “Your money is coming to you! That’s right! 

 Miracle money, divine transfers. I want to show you how to get yourself into a position so that you can receive.” 

  Anointed Buyer #5:  “I can feel it now! I can feel it!” 

  Benny Hinn:  “You, wonderful people of God, quit attacking men of God, by name. Somebody’s attacking me, because of something I’m teaching. 

 Let me tell you something, Brother, you watch it! Dear God in Heaven! 

 You know, I’ve looked for one verse in Bible, and I just can’t seem to find it. One verse that said, if you don’t like him, kill him. I wish I could find it. 

 But don’t mention people’s names on your radio program and your TV 

 program, thinking that you’re doing God’s service. You’re not! You stink, frankly! That’s the way I think about it. Sometimes I wish God would give me a Holy Ghost machine gun, and I’ll blow your head off!” 

  Preacher:  “Three weeks ago, we did a Friday night school of the spirit, and we saw 12 people healed, the word of knowledge, and 40 healed 

 during the Holy Ghost hokey pokey. Let’s just go ahead and do that. See what the Lord does. (He directs his attention to the musicians.)  You guys okay to do a little Holy Ghost hokey pokey? Can you lead it? Alright! 

 Brian’s gonna lead us in the Holy Ghost hokey pokey.” 

  Brian begins to sing:  “You put your right hand in, you put your right hand out. You put your right hand in, you put your right hand out. You put it in, and you shake it all about. You put your left hand in, you put your left hand out, you put your left hand in, you put your left hand out, you put your left hand in, and you shake it, and you shake it, and you shake it all about. You put your right foot in, you put your right foot out, you put your right foot in, you put your right foot out, you put your right foot in, and you shake it, and you shake it all about. You put your left foot in, you put your left foot out, you put your left foot in, you put your left foot out, you put your left foot in, you put your left foot out, you put your left foot in, and you shake it, and you shake it all about. You put your whole self in, you take your whole self out, your put your whole self in, you take your  



16 



 whole self out, you put your whole self in, and you take your whole self out. Jump in, jump in.” 

   As everyone is jumping up and down and raising their hands to the loud music, he continues. 

  Brian:  “Release the Glory. Release the Glory! Healing!” 

Preacher:  “Here’s what we’re gonna do. Start making your way up. We want to hear what the Lord’s doing.”  

Man in the crowd:  “When I started doing the hokey pokey with the arms, nothing. I didn’t get the real effect. But as soon as I started doing the whole put your left foot in, your right foot in, both of my knees, you know, one at a time, I could feel, all of a sudden, there was no pain. You said to start checking yourself. I squatted down.”  

Preacher:  “How long have you had pain?”  

Man in the crowd:  “Oh, a couple of years.”  

Preacher:  “Was there a cause or just started wearing on you?”  

Man in the crowd:  “I think it’s over a lot of jumping out of airplanes.” 

 Preacher:  “You jump out of airplanes?” 

  Man in the crowd:  “I don’t do it anymore, but I used to.” 

  Preacher:  “Well, maybe you can now. That’s awesome. Thank you, Lord, for your new knees. In Jesus’ name.” 

  Toki Amigo:  “What is toking the ghost? This is toking the ghost.” 
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He holds his two fingers together and brings them to his mouth. He inhales like he is inhaling a cigarette, but his fingers are empty. And then he blows out air. 

Toki Amigo:  “This is toking the ghost. Toking the ghost is simply putting your fingers together in the form of smoking a joint. But instead of smoking an illegal substance that’s harmful for the body, you are inhaling the Holy Ghost with the access points of putting the fingers together, looking like you’re smoking a marijuana cigarette, but in fact you are receiving impartation from Almighty God. I challenge you today, that toking the Ghost is an idea from the Holy Ghost, to disturb the religious strongholds, to disturb the religious demons, to destroy religious spirits from hell, and it gets the church into the freedom, and a lot of the liberty, in Christ Jesus, so that you may, two things; glorify God and enjoy Him.”  

Announcer:  “We are here at the Springs of Living Water Church in Fargo, North Dakota. I’m here with John Crowder.” 

  John Crowder:  “I firmly believe in toking the ghost. Have a little 

 ‘jehovajuana.’ And the thing is, it’s free. You just have to reach into your pocket and look what’s there. (He holds his fingers to his lips and breathes in.)  A little whiff of glory. I’m just going to give you a little second-hand, right. (He blows the imaginary smoke at the cameraman)  Right through the video screen, alright? Time and space are not an issue. This is a heavenly realm, alright? So, the access point is right here. There is no high like the Most High.” 

  A man speaking into his camera:  “Out there in internet land, I was just gonna take a big old glory injection off my baby Jesus. I just took my baby Jesus, and I strapped him onto a syringe and I’m gonna just take a glory injection into my veins, into the mainline. Get some of that big heavy liquid, heavy weighty baby booby juice, just pumping through my veins from heaven. So here we go. (He lifts his arm and injects the syringe.) Chingy, boing, boing, ding, ding, ding, ding.” 
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Pastor of the Chicken Church:  “Now, before we take off, you know, before we go surfing, let’s get the reading done. Luke, Luke? Chapter Twoooooo. I’ll tell you what, let’s look at Chapter One. Verse, verse, verse, cock-a-doodle-do! Piraeus was a member of the Abbey, cock-a-doodle-do.” 

  A female pastor:  “If your engine is not revving up, you know what? You need a Holy Ghost enema.” 

  Son of Stacey Campbell:  “Stacey Campbell, this is the better-looking part between the West and Stacey, and my father, more annoying. I’m just teasing, but a very anointed person.” 

   As she is speaking, she is shaking her head violently. Someone has to stand behind her, so she doesn’t pass out on the floor from shaking her 

head so hard. 

  Stacey Campbell:  “Christianity is a love story. And it’s a story of the love of God to man. It’s a story of love between man and God. It is a story of love between men. And then every time you see displays of God, whether it be prophecy, it’s God speaking to man out of His love, because He loves the people that He has created. It’s the love of man going up to God, not even touching His understanding, but the spirit speaking to the spirit and the labor of love. What I mean is, I say, give me everything you have for the bride and that all this blaze of God, when He comes down from 

 Heaven and dies on the Cross, is the story of His love for people. 

  And when He comes down from Heaven and touches people with His 

 power, the light said, ‘Look beyond the power shaking, look beyond the laughter, and see that I am healing My people. I am delivering My people from bondages. I am setting captives free. And when I love My people and when I touch them and when I set them free, they will love each other. Now this is a test in this revival. Do you have it in your heart? Do you love Me?’” 
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Benny Hinn is on stage in front of his large congregation. As a man walks up to him, Benny Hinn throws his arms back and then towards the man. It 

actually looks like he just threw a baseball at the man. Suddenly the man falls backwards. Fortunately, there is someone there to catch him. 

At one of Reverend Popoff’s church services, he touches a lady, and she 

starts dancing all around. People are careful to catch her if she falls. 

In several other church services, there are several people passing out cold on the floor. There are people shaking and flailing all over the floor. 

People have to be careful to stay clear, so that one man doesn’t kick them. 

He has no idea what he is doing. People are trying to hold him down, calm him down, but he cannot stop. 

Narrator:  “I want to show you some of the shocking things and just how similar they are to the Kundalini cults of Hinduism and the New Age 

 Movement, Eastern religions. The stuff that’s been invading in the last say, 16 to 17 years. I believe it’s the worst invasion in Church history. It became known as the Toronto Blessing. It went worldwide under that 

 name, the Toronto Blessing. Everybody knew what that was about - people falling down and acting drunken, laughing hysterically, shaking 

 uncontrollably or jerking backwards and forwards. Their heads shaking back and forth. 

  People even roared like lions. People making animal noises. This is stuff that had not been seen in the church. I mean in a tiny way, on the fringes. 

 This stuff had never been seen in the Church on that scale before. And it invaded worldwide. So, all around the world, especially in the 

 Commonwealth countries - we’re talking England and all through the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada - and many other nations all over the world, all through Europe, all of the Charismatic Movement was into this stuff for the large part. So, this thing became a worldwide sensation, just in a couple of years. Now the basic question that we’re asking in this documentary is, why these manifestations are so similar to Eastern 

 religions and Hinduism and the Kundalini cults and yet they’re not found in Scripture. They’re not found in the Bible. They’re not found in classical 
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 Christianity at all. 

  Of course, in Hinduism, one of the most common ways of experiencing a Kundalini awakening, is through a guru placing his hand upon your 

 forehead. This is called Shaktipat. And when they do that, you’ll be infused with this incredible love and this wave of emotion. You’ll fall down. 

 There’ll be all these manifestations, maybe animal noises, joy and 

 weeping and shaking. This is a Kundalini Awakening, and, amazingly, it is exactly the same as we have been seeing in the Toronto Blessing. 

  Now, one of the very clearest signs of a Kundalini awakening, has always been these kriyas. You see this woman involved in the New Age Movement. 

 She’s walking along exhibiting these kriyas happening, involuntary jerking motions, and the staggering. The thing about it, is that we are seeing it, again and again and again and again, these exact same type of kriyas, right through the Toronto Movement. This has always been one of the 

 clearest signs of Kundalini that we know of. 

  A friend of mine from South Africa, who’s done a tremendous amount of research on this topic, says that Kundalini is like a false Holy Spirit. It produces even miracles and healings, and fusions of love and power, and energy and emotion, all these kinds of things, and yet it’s the Hindu version of the Holy Spirit. It’s not holy.” 



Wow, that’s an eye-opener. That is the stuff that we’re going to 

deal with. That’s the stuff I want to address. But again, I can’t question that? Now, did you see that one guy, that was doing the toking the Holy  

Ghost thing, to supposedly inject the Glory of God? Well, first of all, test that. Is it wrong to test that? No. Does the Word of God say, that’s a  
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practice? No. But notice what word he said. He said that this has come 

about in our time. It’s a “new spirit,” supposedly from the Holy Spirit, to disturb the religious strongholds. And you know who that is? That’s us! 

Those people who dare to question this. Yet the Scripture, that we just 

opened with, says to test the spirits. According to the Word, did God say that? Oh, and by the way, I purposely put that thing up there with Benny Hinn. He got mad that people were calling him out. Right, He says, “I 

wish I could find a verse that says I could kill you.” Is that appropriate for a so-called pastor to say, that he wished he had a machine gun to blow 

your head off? Is that acceptable? 



Oh, by the way, Scripture does give us examples where Paul does 

call people out by name in public: Hymenaeus and Phileas. He called out 

the Pharisees in public. So, what do you mean I can’t question you? 

What does the Scripture say? Test the spirits. Don’t take anybody’s word for it. There’s a lot of false teachers going out into the world. You better know the Word of God, so that these people can’t pull the wool over your eyes. Including what they also say that somehow part of the gospel, the 

reason that Jesus came, was so we can have perfect health and perfect 

wealth. Oh, and don’t forget. It doesn’t work until you give them your 

money. Who’s the one that’s getting wealthy here? 



The Scripture even talks about that in the Last Days. False teachers 

are going to rip people off, because of greed. And that’s what’s being 

done. That’s a prophecy-related issue. But again, it’s a new spirit, a new wave - this is what we need to be open to. Really? Jehovajuana? There’s 

no “high” like the Most High. That’s Scriptural? We’re looked down upon, because we don’t go into that. And, by the way, these people, have you 

noticed, that they’re getting a so-called prophet or prophetess that, through this shaking, aberrant behavior, they’re getting a new Word of God, 

outside of the Word of God, and we need to listen to it as if “thus saith the Lord.” 
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We’re the bad guys? We’re the immature ones, the unfortunate 

ones. We’re looked down upon, because we don’t go along with that. I’ve 

got a problem with that. Test it. Put it according to the Word of God. Then of course, where is this stuff leading? You saw there, at the end, this is flat-out occult behavior, and it’s getting worse than what you just saw. We are going to get into that with some of the modern movements out there, 

but I’m not here to pick on anybody. I’m not saying that everybody that is charismatic is involved in the occult or a cult, but this is all coming from this Charismatic Movement. So, we need to deal with that. 



As we continue on, because this is basically an introduction, I want 

to share, to balance it out, that there are certain things, believe it or not, from the Charismatic Movement that I appreciate, but nothing of that, 

which we just saw. That’s leading people astray. It’s ripping them off, it’s getting them involved in the occult, and it’s being passed off as 

spirituality. It’s not, and I’m not talking about that. I’m talking about just a generalized charismatic. 



There are a couple of things I appreciate and some things that I 

wish we could do a better job on. And because they excel in these areas, I think what’s happening is there’s a reactionary movement away from you 

and I, who fail in these areas, and people are unfortunately backing up into the Charismatic Movement, because they excel in these areas. 



Let me explain that to you. The number one thing that I appreciate 

from the Charismatic Movement, in general, I’m not saying that some of 

us here don’t, but in general, they are more passionate in their relationship with Jesus Christ. I appreciate that. You hear me say it all the time, that in the Church today, if you look at many of us, it looks like our diet consists of sour lemons, pickles and prunes, and somehow that’s a great 

advertisement for Jesus. It’s such a chore. But typically, and I’m not 

saying everyone. There are always extremes to this, in both arenas. But 

typically, they’re more passionate. 
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And one of the ways they demonstrate that passion is in what we 

would call our time of worship. Now let me delineate. What’s the greatest way that you worship God? It’s with your life. Whatever we do, whatever 

your deed, you worship the Lord your God. You glorify Him. Paul says, in Romans 12, your logical act of worship is to give your life as a living sacrifice. So, if you want to worship God, give Him your life. That’s 

number one. 



But what I am talking about is the Christianese phrase, and that’s 

worship music. This is one area where I would say they excel in. It’s 

typically a little more passionate, it’s more personal, it’s more heartfelt, and again there’s extremes. In that movement, what I have experienced, it can become very prideful. It’s all about bringing attention to yourself. I’m not talking about that. But let me counter that with why I say there are certain things that I appreciate. You look at a typical Evangelical 

Protestant worship time, and what’s going on? Apparently, that’s time to stare at the bulletin. No, it’s time to look around at other people. “Oh, hey, I forgot to write out my offering. I better hurry up and write out my 

offering, because the music has started.” 



Or you literally sit there with a scorecard mentality. We don’t see 

it, but it’s in your head. “Well, they did pretty good this week, the 

entertainment portion of the service, because that’s what we’re here for. 

They’re here to entertain me. I’ll give them a ‘5.’ The guitars were doing pretty good, but the keyboard … Did you hear how many times they 

messed up?” Or you don’t even sing. You’re supposed to be worshiping, 

right? No, apparently, it’s time to check your cell phone. Are you kidding me? Let’s remind ourselves as evangelicals, why do we have this thing in our service called worship time? Why do we have music? Because it’s a 

great time filler until the sermon. 

Ephesians 5:19-20: “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always 

giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 
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Did he just say hymns and that’s it? What did he say? It could be a 

hymn, but it could be a Psalm, or it could be a spiritual song. So, there are different types. And who are you supposed to be singing these songs for? 

You are singing to the Lord. It’s not for your entertainment. The worship team isn’t here to be a rocking Christian band. “That’s awesome man. This is almost like listening to the radio.” No, it’s time to worship. They 

provide music for us to sing to the Lord. So, they provide a platform called music for you and me individually to jump on and use that music to sing a love song back to Jesus. That’s what we’re supposed to be doing. Not 

staring at the cell phone, the back of somebody’s head or looking at the bulletin. Put it to the test. Am I making this up? 



Now here’s my point. Typically, the charismatic community gets 

this, and it’s more heartfelt. And did you know - I don’t know if you 

already knew this, but let’s get the record straight. Did you know it’s not illegal to raise your hands during music time? Did you know that the Spirit of God will not strike you dead on the spot if you remove the duct-tape on your elbows taped to your side, because that’s as far as they can go? I’ve shared this before, but we get all hung up. We, either don’t sing, we don’t engage when it’s time to sing a love song to Jesus, or we get wigged out like this guy. 

Tim Hawkins:  “We know that each church has its own worship style, which is cool. Some are more expressive in worship; some people are 

 more subtle and it’s all good. I go to a church that’s pretty expressive in worship. It’s a hand-raising church. That’s what it is. Anybody, here go to a hand-raising church? Sweet! Who here does not go to a hand-raising church? (Laughter from the audience)  Some of you are trying, but just can’t. ‘I want to, Jim, but I need to get some momentum.’ (He swings his arms around trying to work out the process of raising his arms in praise.)  

 Totally cool. But hey, if you’re not used to going to a hand-raising church and you want to come and join us, feel free to join us, but don’t feel like you got to join right in. Start slow. We got a lot of different hand raises that we use. Actually, we have names for our hand-raises. I’m going to walk you through, really quick. Just to let you know. 
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 So, you’re in my church, the music is rocking. Start slow, hands in the pockets, a little elbow flap. You’re fine. Very subtle, get warmed up, get your heart rate up. You’re warmed up, start with the first one. Ready? 

 Carry the TV. Carry the TV, that’s our first one. (His arms are straight down, but his fingers are bent as if he was carrying a TV.)  Very solid. Go to Big Screen. A little wider. The next one is, ‘My fish was this big.’ You start small with a small fish, and the fish gets bigger. That’s fine. (His elbows are bent, and his hands are straight out, showing the length of the fish, making the fish gradually get longer as if telling a tall tale fish story.)  

 You’re a liar, that’s okay. Jesus loves you. 

  The next one is, hold my baby. (His arms go out further from his chest, as if he is handing the baby to someone.)  Dueling light bulbs, that’s our next one. (Both of his hands are raised now, about the height of his shoulders. 

He twists his hands like screwing and unscrewing light bulbs.)  Goalposts. 

 Everybody knows goalposts. (Now his hands are raised above his head, similar to what a goalie would do when signaling to the team.)  Throwing a heartburn. Like a lot of people would do. (One hand is raised, the other hand is holding his chest, as if he is having a pain.)  Double heartburn, right back to goalpost. What’s my favorite? Mufasa, that’s my favorite. 

(Both of his hands are up in front of him, like when the baby lion was held up in the Lion King, and he sings)  The circle of life. 

  Tim, can you go higher? Yes, you can take one hand and do a bunch of different stuff, pointers, hatchets, storeroom, release the doves, give the Lord a high-five, press it out. A lot of women like to wash the window, (One hand, held high, waving back and forth.)  And when you’re 

 comfortable there, go for the big three; Village People, Rocky, 

 touchdown.” 
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But that’s what it is. You get hung up. You just either don’t do 

anything, or whatever. We’re concerned, “I can’t show a bit of emotion.” 

But if you ever sang a love song to somebody, like if you ever did that as a musician or singer, when you’re recording for your spouse or whatever, 

hopefully your love songs showed some emotion. Right? It probably 

didn’t score, maybe that’s why he didn’t marry that person. Because when you went up there, “I love you,” seemingly bored at the thought, and “Can we sit down now?” It’s supposed to be a time when we sing a love song to Jesus. 



That’s common sense. Remember that was natural when you first 

got saved? No one had to give you a sermon on that. You didn’t have to 

wonder this whole time. I finally read Ephesians 5. What happened? How did it turn into just a dry, stale, boring thing. This is about entertainment. 

Time to get the scorecards out. And if it wasn’t about emotion/no emotion, look at the cell phone, look at somebody’s head, then we argue over the 

music. What did it say? Not just hymns, could be spiritual songs, and then we get all hung up. “It’s not the kind that I like.” It’s not about you! 



You should be able to sing any kind of song, as long as it’s God 

honoring, God glorifying, unto Jesus Christ. That’s the whole point from the heart. But see, we’re missing that. The charismatic community, 

typically, will get that. And I appreciate that. Let me give you one analogy of just music, how much we miss it, and then we’ll move on to another 

one. You’ve heard me say this before. 

  “One day, this old farmer went to the city one weekend and attended one of those big city churches. And when he came home, his wife asked him how it was. 

  The farmer said, ‘Well, it was good. They did something different, though. 

 They sang these praise choruses instead of hymns.’ 

  ‘Praise choruses?’ said his wife. ‘What are those?’ 

  ‘Oh, they’re okay. They are sort of like hymns, only different,’ said the farmer. 
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 ‘Well, what’s the difference?’ asked his wife. 

  The farmer said, ‘Well, it’s like this. If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, the cows are in the corn,’ well, that would be a hymn. If, on the other hand, I was to say to you: 

  ‘Martha, Martha, Martha, Oh Martha, Martha, Martha, The cows, the big cows, the brown cows, the black cows, the white cows, the black and white cows, the cows, cows, cows. Are in the corn, are in the corn, are in the corn, are in the corn, the corn, corn, corn.’ 

  Then, if I were to repeat the whole thing two or three times, well, that would be a praise chorus.’ 

  Well, the next weekend his nephew - a young, new Christian from the city - 

 came to visit, and he attended the local church of the small town. He went home, and his mother asked him how it was. 

  ‘Well,’ said the young man, ‘it was good. They did something different though. They sang these hymns instead of our regular songs.’ 

  ‘Hymns?’ asked his mother. ‘What are those?’ 

  ‘Oh, they’re okay. They are sort of like our regular songs, only different,’ 

 said the young man. 

  ‘Well, what’s the difference?’ asked his mother. 

  The young man said, ‘Well, it’s like this. If I were to say to you, ‘Martha, the cows are in the corn’ well, that would be a regular song. If, on the other hand, I was to say to you: 

  Oh Martha, dear Martha, hear thou, my cry! 

 Inclinest thine ear to the words of my mouth 

 Turn thou thy whole wondrous ear by and by 

 To the righteous, inimitable, glorious truth. 
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 For the way of the animals who can explain 

 Yea those cows in glad bovine, rebellious delight 

 Have broken free their shackles, their warm pens eschewed. 

 Then goaded by minions of darkness and night. 

 They all my mild Chilliwack sweet corn have chewed. 

 So, look to the bright shining day by and by  

 Where all foul corruptions of earth are reborn 

 Where no vicious animals make my soul cry 

 And I no longer see those foul cows in the corn.’ 

  Then if I were to do only verses one, three and four and do a key change on the last verse, well, that would be a hymn.’” 



What does the scripture say? The greatest way to worship God is 

with your whole life. But the music portion is, sing a love song to Jesus. I don’t care what style it is. And it should be different styles. Did you know that God likes different styles? Did you know God saved different people with different styles? It’s because it’s from the heart. And then you’re supposed to jump on that music, which is between you and God (it’s not 

about the other person around you) and sing to Jesus. That’s what it is to be in a charismatic community. The charismatic community gets that, and 

we don’t. And you know what? People get frustrated with that. They say, 

you are plastic, you are phony, and I’m looking for something else. And 

then they back up into the Charismatic Movement, and, unfortunately, 

they get involved in all that extremism, because of our failings. 



Okay, that’s one thing that I like about that. Another thing that I 

like is the passion, but typically a little bit more of a focus on the intimacy with Christ. Now again, a lot of it could be hype. It could be some of that extreme behavior. I’m not talking about that. But it’s more of a cherishing, just a daily intimate, exciting walk with Jesus. What a concept. You’re 

excited about Jesus. Let’s put this to the test. 
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I Peter 1:3-9: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in Heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, which 

perishes even though refined by fire – may be proven genuine and may 

result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though 

you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see 

Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and 

glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 



Kept in Heaven for you. The word, that is used there in the Greek, 

is fantastic. I wish I had time to get into that. What a study that would be! 

Basically, the idea and the Greek verb and tensing basically means the 

ticket is already purchased. It’s sitting in heaven, it’s got your name on it, it’s never going to be given away to anybody, and it’ll be there for you when you get there. Guaranteed! There’s so much going on with that. Isn’t that amazing? 



“Wait a minute. You mean, I have to read the Bible? What are you, 

legalistic?” “I get it. You’re a young Christian, right?  You’re excited right now, but you know what you’re gonna do when you get more mature? 

You’ll calm down. You’ll cool down.” Test it! What does the Word of God 

say? You will greatly rejoice! And yes, you are going to have trials. 

It doesn’t mean you’re going to quit. No, you can still be joyful. That’s the fruit of the Spirit. 
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I have told you before. Before I was saved, as a non-Christian, lost 

as a goose, a pagan in the world, I can still see it in my head right now. In this apartment that I lived in, it had a deck. It overlooked this empty field, and I would go out there at night and weep. I would weep, because I felt so empty inside. Longing, hoping, wishing, that there could be a God, that there could be something more to life than just the vanity. Vanities of life, you have got to be kidding me. And then I remember getting saved and not even really beginning to be able to explain. All I know is that I called upon the name of Jesus Christ and BOOM! Instantly everything changed. And I 

couldn’t explain it, but I knew that God was real. I knew that He was with me. I knew I was saved, forgiven, I knew I had a relationship with Him, 

and I could talk to Him, God the Creator of the universe, at any time. 

It was just like a dream come true, except something bigger than anything you could think of. The Creator of the universe knows me. He loves me. 

He’s given me all this, and then, “Well, it’s such a chore. I’ve been a 

Christian now for 20 years.” What happened? What’s wrong with you? 

What happened? And the world sees that. 



“Jesus is really great, He’s everything I need.” Yeah, well, you 

don’t love Him. How come it doesn’t show on your face? Where’s the 

passion? Where’s the intimacy? One guy said this: 

 Keith Green:  “I played in every denominational church I can think of, and as a result, I’ve discovered what the world hates the most about Christianity: Christians. 

  It would be okay if they hated us for the right reasons – for our love and our joy and our good deeds. But the problem is, they hate us for our hypocrisy. 

  We don’t like to admit that the world is tired of hearing us say, ‘Praise the Lord.’ They’re tired of seeing the bumper stickers without seeing 

 something Christ-like going on inside of the car. They’re tired of our T-shirt philosophy and our rings and our necklaces and our phoniness. 

 They’re hungry and thirsty for truth. They want to see Christians being real Christians; or else to them, we’re just another trip. 
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 Guys, we’re in a sorry mess. The world is sick of it, and God is sick of it. 

 It’s enough to make Him vomit.” 



They are like I was out there. They may not tell it. Everybody 

wears a mask, and they act like they got it together. They act like and tell you they don’t need God, but inside they’re empty and full of blackness 

and darkness and pain. And they’re longing for the truth. They are longing for substance. You know what they want to see in us? They want to see 

Jesus. They want to see that you love them. They want to see that you’re grateful, that you’re passionate, that you have an intimate walk with Him; and that’s what He says that they want to see. 



So, I appreciate that about the Charismatic Movement. I’m not 

talking about extremism. I’m not talking about what we saw with the guy 

rolling on the floor. But appreciating the daily intimacy with Christ. Not being afraid to be excited about Jesus every day. Being thankful for what He’s done. They typically have a better handle on that. They’re not afraid to express that. And then people look at you and me and go. “Where’s the passion?” You say you love Jesus, but I don’t even see it on your face. And you know what happens? They walk away from us. What we do have is 

good teaching, typically, while other churches go into apostasy. But then, because we’re missing the passion with the teaching, they’ll go back to 

that and sometimes get into extremists. Let me give you one more. 



Typically, another element of the Charismatic Movement that I 

appreciate is what appears to be a more willingness to trust God, or dare I say, believe God, as if He’s really God for the impossible. It’s like, “I don’t know, man. I’m going through this really bad scrape. What do you 

do?” “I don’t know. I guess you just better gut it out. Maybe there’s some sort of government program, where they can take care of your need. I 

don’t know what you’re going to do. You better figure something out. Hey, call an accountant.” 
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What happened to, “Let’s go to God and pray about it. God owns 

the cattle on a thousand hills, man. He owns the earth and everything on it, even the people.” God’s arms are not too short. How many more verses do 

you need? With God all things are possible. I can do all things through 

Him who strengthens me. But then we go through hard times, and what 

happened to us when we first got saved? What was the knee-jerk reaction? 

“Oh, it’s time to pray.” Find a brother or a sister, “Come on let’s pray.” 

Trust God. “Oh man, I’ll tell you, I’m going through this health thing.” 

“Well, I don’t know what you’re gonna do. Hope you have your will.” 

How about praying? Right now, we’re going to see extremism in this, 

where they think that, guaranteed, if you give some money, you’re going 

to get a healing. I’m not talking about that baloney. I’m just talking about, what happened to God being God and He can do whatever He wants? 

Can’t He still heal people? Yeah! Now is it a 100% guarantee every single time? No. But can He still heal people? Yes. Can He take care of any 

financial situation you go through? Yes. 



Can He restore any relationship He wants to? Yes. Can He get rid 

of everything and fix everything in a moment of time, if He wanted to? 

Yes. What happened to that belief? What happens, I think, we go back to 

naturalizing God, and we start living life, like, “Yeah, He’s there. I got my ticket in Heaven. I’m just kind of muddling through until I get there.” 

Where’s the faith? One thing I appreciate about the charismatic 

community is, they don’t have a problem with that. 



For the person that won’t trust Him, I have a phrase for that 

person. I say this, “God made the moon, so let’s shoot for the moon. He 

can do it. He can do what we can’t do. And He does it all the time, 

exceedingly, abundantly, above all we could ever ask. Think of Ephesians 3:20, that’s what God said. But what happens is, over time, we stop believing that God is God. One of my favorite stories illustrates this. This lady had to go through some hard times before she was reminded of that. 

This is a true story. 

 “It was the summer of 2002, and it was a bittersweet time for my three young children and me. We had just moved and, needless to say, we were struggling financially. 
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 One afternoon, after picking my two youngest kids up from school, my 7-year-old son asked if he could have pizza for supper. My heart broke a little when I replied that we couldn’t afford pizza. 

  But my 9-year-old daughter spoke up and told my son that, if he really wanted pizza, he should just pray for it, because God could afford it. 

 So, my son proceeded to lift his little request up to God, with all of the faith a child has. And, for a split second, I envied his childlike faith and wondered at what point in my life I lost the ability to just believe. 

  Also, during the course of his prayer, my son remembered we were out of toilet paper, so he prayed, ‘God, could you also get us some toilet paper?’ 

 I was slightly embarrassed that he would ask our Creator, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, for such a thing, but I just let him pray. 

 Well, the rest of the afternoon was uneventful, but at about 4:45 the doorbell rang, and my two youngest children went to look through the window to see who it was. Fully expecting them to tell me it was one of their friends, I was not in any way prepared for what came next. 

  My son yelled out, ‘MOM! The pizza dude’s here!’ ‘The who?’ I asked. 

 As I made my way to the front door in a state of confusion, my son came running through the house shouting, ‘It’s an angel! God sent an angel to bring us pizza!’ 

  So, I went to the door to clear up the confusion, as I was sure this ‘pizza dude’ was at the wrong house. I was also worried though about the 

 disappointment my son would feel, when this delivery boy realized he was at the wrong house. 

  So, I greeted the pizza boy and explained we hadn’t ordered pizza. To which the delivery boy replied, ‘I know ma’am. Someone called the order in and paid for it with a credit card, and we were asked to deliver it to you around 5:00 pm.’ 

  



34 



 It must have been quite a sight, standing there with my two daughters and our mouths hanging open in total disbelief and my son standing behind us saying, ‘See! I told you God sends angels to deliver pizza!’ 

  So, the delivery boy handed me four large pizzas, and I carried our feast into the kitchen, still in shock. I spent the rest of the evening trying to absorb what had just happened. 

  And just as I was pondering these things, my son yelled from the garage, 

 ‘Mom! I was looking through this box, and guess what I found! Four rolls of Charmin toilet paper!’ 

  Well, apparently, I had packed the toilet paper in that box some three years ago from one of our previous moves. So, I just broke down and 

 cried, thanking God for the miracles He had showered over us that day. 

 The summer of 2002 turned out to be one of the best of my life. I learned to 

 ‘simply believe,’ no matter what life looks like. Why? Because God is good. And yes! He does send angels to deliver pizza.” 

   

Trust Him. Where did that go? Remember when we first got 

saved? There was that intimacy. There was that passion. When it came 

time to sing love songs to Jesus. We were in it. “I don’t care what you 

guys are thinking. I’m singing to Jesus. I love Him.” Every day you were excited. “God loves me. My ticket’s in Heaven. I can’t even describe how excited I am, and this is awesome. I walk with Him every day. I get to 

learn about Him. He’s given me a written account of the past, present, 

future and how much He loves me. All His wonderful promises, where I’m 

going, and I can’t believe there’s so much here to learn before I get to see Him face to face. I get to share with other people. Their lives can be 

transformed, they could go to Heaven, too. What a privilege! This is 

amazing. 



And “Oh, by the way, are you going through a hard time? Let’s 

pray about it. God can do it!” Where did that go? What happened to that? 

did you get mature, now? That’s what’s missing. 
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I think, what we are excelling in, again, even Protestant evangelical 

churches, they’re getting away from the Bible, too. But there’s good solid churches, and this is what I wish we could have, together, personally. Both of these things. We’re excelling in good solid Biblical teaching, but can you imagine if we got back to basics and we brought in a good, solid, 

loving, intimate, passionate, daily relationship with Jesus? And then 

people would come and join us for services. It’s not about putting on a 

show, but can you imagine walking into that environment? People really 

love God, they really love Jesus, and when it’s time to worship, 

everything’s down - the phone is off, the wallets and purses put away, and the bulletin, get that thing out of here. 



It’s time to sing to Jesus. And if you have a trouble, “Let’s pray 

right now.” They get along, they don’t gossip, and they’re not striving 

against each other. They’re not fighting and backbiting. It’s like, “Whoa! 

Where has this been my whole life? And the Word of God is coming alive, 

because it’s being preached faithfully and accurately in its fullness and the Spirit of God blesses that. 



That’s what I wish we had, but because of that deficiency, I’ll say 

it one more time. I think people see what we’re lacking, and they go back into this. That there are elements of excelling, but then they get into the negative side. And in this study, we’re going to look at the negative side of the Charismatic Movement. It’s very low on the Bible, and it’s gone 

hyper-extreme into the emotion and hyper-extreme, as you saw, into 

experience.  Now you’re bringing in the occult, and you’re saying that 

that’s from God. And they’re splintering off so fast, it’s hard to keep up with, right now, so many different cults. 



And it’s sad. Would they have even gone down that route if you 

and I had maintained our first love? Because I really think that’s what it boils down to. Not to put us on a big guilt trip, but I think that’s an 

unfortunate side effect of our failings. So, I wanted to share that, because I’m not saying that everybody who’s charismatic is involved in the occult or every charismatic is in a cult. I’m not saying that. But we are going to see, out of that movement, this extreme behavior. And it’s sad that people have backed up into it and they’re getting involved in it. Now you and I are of the religious strongholds - the old, fundamental fuddy-duddies -  



36 



and we’re looked down upon as the immature ones. And we have no right 

to do what the Scripture says we should do, which is to test the Spirit to see if it is true. But that’s what we’re going to do. That’s how we’re going to begin our journey in the next chapter. We’re going to take a look at 

some core beliefs of the Charismatic Movement, and then we are going to 

put it to the test. Is this a new wave of the Spirit? You’re going to see this has just simply been repackaged. It’s stuff that we have been dealing with even in the early Church, and it’s just been repackaged. 
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 Chapter Two 

———————————— 

Charismatic Movement 

Not New 







I think we are going to begin to see this journey of the Charismatic 

Movement, and it’s an untold history, even so much so, that I would dare guess, that many charismatics of that flavor don’t even realize what we are going to uncover in this chapter. Because the premise of the Charismatic Movement is, yes, it’s different, yes, it’s weird to some folks, but we don’t understand because it’s a new movement of God in the Last Days. That’s 

the premise. It’s something new. No, is it really new? I don’t think so. In fact, that’s our opening text. We’re going to see what Solomon had to say about this nearly 3,000 years ago. Basically, he’s got a phrase that asks how much is new?  Nothing’s new. It’s just a repeat, a rehash, in each generation, but that’s the problem that we don’t learn in history. We are doomed to repeat it even in the church. And believe it or not, I think that has everything to do with this premise of the Charismatic Movement. 

What they are doing is a new movement of God. 



38 



Ecclesiastes 1:1-2, 9-11: “The words of the Teacher, son of David, King in Jerusalem: ‘Meaningless! Meaningless!’ says the Teacher, ‘Utterly 

meaningless! Everything is meaningless. What has been, will be again, 

what has been done, will be done again, there is nothing new under the 

sun. Is there anything which one can say, ‘Look! This is something new? It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time. There is no  

remembrance of men of old, and even those who are yet to come, will not 

be remembered by those who follow.’” 



You just forget the past, right? In the last chapter we sort of just 

gave an introduction - where we are going to go with the aberrant behavior that we need to deal with, which one is Pentecostalism that is just one 

offshoot of this Charismatic Movement. Also, as a disclaimer, I’m not 

saying that everybody who is of this charismatic flavor is involved in a cult. I’m not saying that everybody who is of the charismatic flavor is 

engaged in occultic behavior. But I think it has increased so much today that we need to deal with it. And frankly, the Charismatic Movement right now, is one of the biggest avenues of the occult that is coming into the church and is launching, along with Oneness Pentecostalism. That’s just 

one of them. There’s a ton of cults these last days. 



Now let’s take a look at a little bit of the background of the 

Charismatic Movement as an Interdenominational Christian renewal 

movement. They’re going back to the way it’s supposed to be. It has got 

all messed up by us religious types. They are trying to bring it back, make it fresh, renew it. And it is one of the most popular and fastest-growing forces within the Christian world today. 



By the 1970s, the movement had spread to Europe, and during the 

1980s, the movement expanded with a number of new denominations 

evolving from it. It is not unusual to see its influence in many other 

denominations such as Baptists, Episcopalians, and Lutherans as well as 

non-denominational churches. You may have even heard someone say, 

“I’m Bapticostal.” Yeah, you may think you are Baptist, but you have 

turned Pentecostal. But that’s their term. They became a charismatic 

church. 
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Charismatic Christianity is often categorized into three different 

groups. Eventually, we will get into these even more. In the charismatic community, first you have Pentecostals - I’m sure you’re familiar with 

them. Then you have the general Charismatic Movement, and then you 

have what is called the Neo-Charismatic Movement, or new-Charismatic 

Movement. And boy, wait until we get into that. Some of the things that 

are going on today are flat out Hinduism, the occult, you name it. So, that is basically how it is split into these different groups that would make it the Charismatic Movement. 



To show you how big they are, because this is not a small 

movement, and this is not a thing that will just blow away - unfortunately, it is growing. The stat that I have from a secular article, there are now up to 584 million people involved in these three combined. That is almost 

half a billion people out of the world’s two billion Christians, and we saw before in those stats, two billion. Now I don’t agree with that number 

because who do they lump into that number? Catholics. Are Catholics 

Christians? Absolutely not! For twelve weeks we dealt with Roman 

Catholicism. Go back and check that out if you are confused about that. 

They also lumped Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons into that number. Are 

they Christians? No! So, what is the real number of Christians on the 

planet? It’s not anything like two billion. But still, in this camp, which is supposed to be considered Orthodox Christianity, you are looking at 584 

million. That is a big piece of pie that is really of this charismatic flavor. 



Now why do they call themselves charismatic? The movement 

takes its name from the Greek words  charis, which is Greek for “grace,” 

and  mata,  which is the Greek word meaning ‘gifts.”  Charismata, then, means “grace gifts.” So, basically, their emphasis is on manifestations of the gifts of the Holy Spirit as a sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

They believe that all the gifts, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, are available to all of us and they should all be functioning today. We’ll eventually get into that. Are they all functioning today and what are they, etc.? 
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There are seven different gifts mentioned in the Scripture. They 

focus particularly on the big nine. Here’s what they do. They focus on the 

“Word of Wisdom.” You may have heard of that - “God gave me word of 

wisdom”, or “God gave me a word of knowledge,” or “God gave me a 

word of faith.” They also focus on the gift of healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits or discerning spirits, and the gift of discernment. Also, speaking in different tongues, meaning in different languages. That’s the key word there. To understand the real gift when it was in function, it was known languages, not gibberish. And then of 

course, the interpretation of those tongues or languages. 



But even then, there are so many in the three main categories, 

Pentecostal, General Charismatic, and Neo-Charismatic and all the 

splintered areas, and we will eventually get into all of these. Right now, let’s deal with Pentecostalism. There are three main divisions of just this one. It really goes further than that, but there are three main ones. The original one came out of the Holiness Movement. Believe it or not, this 

came out of the Methodist - John Wesley, Nazarene - during that time and there are three things that they originally taught, the first step being justification. You might ask, what’s bad with that? Well, that part they got right. That’s the forgiveness of sins that comes from putting faith in Christ. 

They believed that was the first step, that you had to have justification. 



The second thing that they believed in, which came from Wesley, 

is called Sanctification. That is basically a fancy word for you and me but is basically Christian maturity, as you grow in your walk with Christ. 

Now, here’s the error. They believe that you can achieve what is called 

Christian perfection. You have the first step, where you have to get saved - 

justification, forgiveness of your sins. But you need to achieve the second step of Christian perfection, where literally you wouldn’t sin anymore. Is that true? No, that’s your first error with this early Pentecostal movement, with the Methodist and John Wesley. Now over time, hopefully in the 

process of maturity, you sin less but you never become sinless. 
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They said the second step led you to the third step. And that third 

step was now you qualified to be baptized in the spirit. Now, wait a 

second. When are you baptized in the spirit? You get saved and it’s 

instantaneous. That’s when it happens. The moment you get saved you are 

indwelt with the Holy Spirit of God. That’s your deposit, your guarantee. 

That’s God’s engagement ring guaranteeing our future, our inheritance in Jesus Christ. 



But they believe that now that you have Christian perfection, and 

now that you can have this baptism in the Holy Spirit, the way you know 

that it is there, is that all of a sudden you are going to speak in tongues. So, that was the first offshoot of Pentecostalism out of the Holiness 

Movement. You need to be justified then sanctified and then you can get 

baptized in the Spirit, and that’s the evidence that you made it because now you can speak in other tongues.  Now the Church of God in Christ, or the Church of God holds to this. They are the ones who promote this. 



Now, a second thing coming out of this Pentecostal Movement, 

and this is probably the one that you are more familiar with, is the 

Assemblies of God. The Assemblies of God came out of not only the 

Baptist background, but the Southern Baptist background. They were 

influenced at the same time as the Holiness Movement in the late 1800s. 

They founded the Assemblies of God in 1914 under the leadership of a 

guy named Eudorus N. Bell,  who had been a Southern Baptist pastor who basically turned charismatic. 



The key difference in the Church of God, the Church of God in 

Christ, and the Assemblies of God is that the Assemblies of God believe 

that the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in 

tongues is available to anybody. You don’t have to make it through the 

second step of sanctification, which you can’t make it through anyway, 

because you are never going to become sinless. 
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The third division is what is called Oneness Pentecostalism. They 

come out of the Church of God. They basically had a split, and that split was over the doctrine of the Trinity which is something that the Oneness Pentecostals denied. They believe in what’s called modalism; God is one 

person. God is one, but He reveals Himself in three persons which are the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. They reject that and they say it’s only Jesus. In fact, you can only be baptized in Jesus only, hence the name 

Oneness Pentecostalism. Now, those are the people who are behind the 

United Pentecostal Church today, or the U.P.C., and also the Apostolic 

Pentecostal Church, among others. Again, basically the charismatics 

believe it’s all about the gifts of the Spirit. They believe that we should all be functioning under the gifts of the Spirit. 



Now, the one that they are most known for, the big one, is speaking 

in tongues. Basically, their version of speaking in tongues is not a 

language, as the Scripture holds to, it’s gibberish. Divine healing, with all those faith healers with their, “You pay me $100 bucks and you are going to get a divine healing.” Oh, and by the way, it didn’t work. Well, you just didn’t have enough faith. That’s a big thing with charismatics. That’s a big rip-off, putting the hook into somebody’s eye. And then, of course, there are prophecies: “God gave me a word, God told me to tell you.” A prophet or a prophetess, they believe it’s on par with the Scripture and we need to move on beyond this because this is a new revelation. 



But the question is, is the Charismatic Movement scriptural? Is the 

Charismatic Movement really what they say it is? Is it really something 

new? Is there really a new movement of the Spirit of God, custom tailored, supposedly as it’s been touted in these Last Days? That’s why it’s so 

strange, it’s a new thing from God. You should expect something different. 

I don’t think so. And that’s why we opened up with Ecclesiastes. The 

Bible says, no, nothing’s new under the sun. And you know why? It’s been rehashed. 



In fact, the so-called modern new Charismatic Movement in 

history is old fashioned Montanism by a guy named Montanus. To use 

their own terms, it’s charismatic. This is nothing new under the sun. It’s been repackaged. But since we don’t even know our own church history, 

satan’s having a heyday. 
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This was at the time of the 2nd century, 101-200 AD. This is very 

important because this was right after the last apostle alive, John, who wrote the Book of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, approximately 

95-96 AD. This guy named Montanus is in the first century, so he is right there after the last apostle. Church history reports that the apostle, John, died just a few years later in 98 AD. So, this is around that timeframe. 



Now, church history says John was arrested and put in boiling oil, 

trying to kill him, but it didn’t work. He was exiled, put into slave labor on the Island of Patmos. That was where he got the vision and recorded the 

Book of Revelation, the apocalypse of Jesus Christ. He got released after that, and a couple of years later he passed away. He was the only apostle to die a so-called natural death. 



By the way, the name of his movement was called “The New 

Prophecy.” Now, it was during this time that the torch passed. Too bad we didn’t have one of the apostles here to let us know that this isn’t Biblical. 

The last apostle alive, John, that worked with Jesus, authored basically the bulk of the New Testament and there was this group of men called the 

Apostolic Fathers.  These are the men who the apostles knew firsthand, 

and they were the next generation up. These men didn’t take anybody’s 

word for it. 



Many of these Apostolic Fathers were right there. So, if anybody 

was going to know what the apostles meant, what the early church meant, 

including the gifts, or if something was right or wrong, who do you think it was going to be? These guys had a first-hand account. This is also the time of Montanus. 



Now, let me give you a couple of those Apostolic Fathers. Ignatius 

of Antioch who lived to about 110 AD. John died in 98 A.D., so he carried the torch to 110 AD. And it is stated that he may have very well known the apostle John directly. The second, and more important Apostolic Father, 

was named Polycarp. Now, Polycarp was the Bishop of Smyrna. Does that 

sound familiar? That was one of the seven churches in the Book of 

Revelation, chapters 2 and 3. Only two out of the seven got a good word 

from God and Smyrna was one of them. 
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Polycarp lived up until about 155 AD. One guy, who was a student 

of Polycarp said, “He, as a boy, listened to the account that Polycarp gave of his intercourse with John, and with the others who had seen the Lord.” 

So, Polycarp, even more than Ignatius, not only knew for quite some time the apostle John, but very well other apostles. So, again, I want to 

demonstrate that during this time of this “New Prophecy Movement,” 

Montanism was coming out, you still had direct hand account of people 

literally right on the heels of the apostles. We are going to see what they felt about this Montanism guy. 



Now in a nutshell, this New Prophecy Movement, basically what 

he believed in was this - we can get a new word of God outside of the 

Word of God. Does that sound familiar today? This was going on in the 1st century. It’s nothing new. The Charismatic Movement is nothing new. It’s just been rehashed again and repackaged, and many times throughout 

history. But it’s basically because of the behavior of something like 

Montanism saying, “Oh no, I have a word from God. You need to listen to 

me.” It is the exact same timeframe that the church saw, you know what? 

We already know, basically, what are considered the books of the New 

Testament are. The Old Testament is what they call “canon or the rules.” 

How do we know that the Books in the Old Testament is truly the inspired Word of God? God had already established long ago, the Old Testament, 

as far back as 250 BC. There was no question about that. 



Oh, and by the way. Do we add to the Old Testament today? No. 

Why? Because it’s ridiculous, it’s closed, it’s already done. And that’s why we have another canon, called the New Testament canon. So, just as we 

don’t add to the Old Testament, which would be goofy, why are people 

saying that we need something outside of the New Testament? Because 

even if you’re saying that we don’t have to get rid of the Bible, what’s your premise? You’re saying an actual word from God. What is the Old 

Testament? A Word from God. What is the New Testament? A Word from 

God. So, in theory, if you’re saying that you are getting a new word from God, then why aren’t we recording that, putting it on par and making it the n ew, New Testament? Yet someone is going so far and saying that is exactly what we need to do. It’s getting that bad these days. 
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Basically, that’s already been established. Even before the New 

Testament canon came along, the church already knew what the Word of 

God was. We didn’t need a New Prophecy Movement. But because of that 

guy’s attitude, they said it was okay, let’s put our stamp of approval on it. 

Early on, the New Testament books were already being recognized as 

Scripture. Paul considered Luke’s writings to be as authoritative as in the Old Testament. We see that in I Timothy 5:18. Peter recognized Paul’s writings as Scripture in II Peter 3:15-16.  So, it was already happening, as was written, number one. Number two, around this same time period, 

because of this guy, the church, and because that was all they basically knew, they said that’s it, let’s put our stamp of approval on it. Enough of this baloney, so people won’t come on the scene saying, “Hey, I know you think that the Bible is from God, but I’ve got a new one.” 



That’s why the New Testament canon came about. Because people 

would say, “I got a word from God!” Does that sound familiar? Nothing 

new under the sun! Again, they didn’t do this willy-nilly. They were 

certainly in prayer. Do you think that God overshadowed the Old 

Testament canon process? Do you think He did it with the New? But they 

were asked questions like, was the author of the book an Apostle? Does it agree with the rest of the scripture? Was it accepted by the early church? 

And was it circulated by the early church? The early church must have 

already known what the authoritative Word of God was. Was it quoted by 

the early church, and did it come with the power of God? 



So, basically, here comes Montanus, He’s got a New Prophecy 

Movement, not called the Charismatic Movement at that time, but in a 

good sense it basically forced the early church to say, “We already know the Word of God, the New Testament, but let’s put our canon on it. These are the rules, these are the books, that’s it!” To guard against this kind of people. 



Now, let’s get into this guy, and basically, the new Charismatic 

Movement. Here’s what he believed. First of all, these people, the direct hand account, the Apostolic Fathers, who literally knew the Apostles 

themselves, they knew the Word of God, they had the benefit of actually  
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knowing the Apostles. What was their attitude towards this New Prophecy 

Movement? You would think that they would know. If this is the way it’s 

supposed to be and it’s a new movement of the Spirit of God, they should be, yep, you bet, you got our stamp of approval. That’s not what you got. 

They labeled it a heresy. Why? Because of the belief of the new prophetic revelations, that we need something more than what’s already been given. 



They immediately condemned it. But yet somehow today, you and 

I are being religious fundamentalists. Remember the guy in the video clip that was toking the Holy Spirit? Remember what he said? “It’s to bust the stronghold of the religious.” Which is us! No, it’s not Biblical. That’s why we reject it. It’s not that I’m a religious fuddy-duddy. So, they rejected it. 



This New Prophecy Movement from Montanus also believed that 

we needed to have a reliance on the spontaneity of the Holy Spirit. You 

just let the spirit flow. There’s no order, it’s whatever is going on. Does that sound familiar? Nothing new under the sun. Also, this is from a 

secular article. You don’t think I’m trying to stretch this. 

 “Parallels have been drawn between Montanism and the modern-day 

 movement such as Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement.” 



Even the secular people say this is nothing new. This is something 

that the early church had to put a lid on. Unfortunately, we are going to see it spread throughout history. Why would the enemy, right on the heels of the last apostle’s death, immediately have someone come on the scene and say, “No, we have a new revelation?” Because what has the enemy done 

from the very beginning? 



To get you away from God’s Word, and what He says, you are 

going to be deceived. I think that is one of the biggest, most important things in the Charismatic Movement. I’m not saying they are all doing 

occultic behavior, a lot of them are. I’m not saying all of them are 

involved in a cult, but a lot of them are. They are spawning a lot of cults today. But the big thing is, when you focus so much on spontaneity, on 

emotion, on experience, you’re not in that Book. And you’re not getting 

discipled, and someone could deceive you. One guy puts it this way: 
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 “Since the beginning of mankind, satan’s insidious masterplan has been to put a veil between God’s children and God’s inerrant Word. In the Garden of Eden when the serpent asked Eve, ‘Did God really say …?’ Therefore, by raising doubt as to the authority and authenticity of what God said. 

 Ever since that day, satan continues to attack the inerrancy and efficiency of the Bible, and without question we know that satan has stepped up his pace of strategy today.” 



So, what has he done? He’s taken the same attack on the church 

right after the death of the last apostle, immediately tried to get the church away from what they knew was the Word of God, Old and New 

Testaments. It didn’t work. So, guess what he is doing now? We don’t 

learn our history. How many have ever heard of Montanus? I don’t mean 

to poke you in the eye. I’m just saying Christians in general. We are 

probably the most ignorant of our history as Christians. It’s just been 

repackaged. But it’s the same detriment. Get away from the Word of God 

and focus on all this stuff. 



Now Montanus was a recent convert. What does the Bible say? 

You put somebody that’s a recent convert in a position of authority, no you don’t. Scripture says they have to go through a period of testing. It 

specifically says, lest he should fall by the tale of the devil. Pride. But first of all, this guy was a recent convert, we really don’t even know if the guy was saved. But here is what I want to expose. What was this guy so hung 

up on …? You hear me say this all the time. Why isn’t the Bible good 

enough? Since when do I need more than the Bible? So why was this 

Montanus so hung up on being a new prophet of God with a new 

revelation. You must listen to me! 







That’s when you have got to be CSI. You have got to go into this 

guy’s background. And now it makes sense as to why he pushes, and then 

you discover why this so-called Charismatic Movement goes even further 

back. There’s nothing new under the sun. The Greeks and the Romans 

were doing it in the mystery cult religions. 
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Montanus was a priest before he got so-called saved. Which we 

don’t even know, he converted to something. But he was a priest in an 

Asiatic cult called Cybele. Because of that, he believed that he was a 

channel so the Spirit of God could speak through him. Basically, he took the mystery religions, Apollo and Cybele, their behavior and he tried to Christianize it. But he believed that the Spirit of God was speaking to him. 

He was the channel of truth. Why? Well, let’s first of all, look at what is a priest or a prophet of Apollo. 



They were called Pythia. That is where we actually get the word 

python, snake. The Bible - the Christian Bible - is the one and only book on the planet that calls out the snake for what it is, something bad. A lot of Eastern mysticism, the Kundalini Spirit, even what we are about to see 

with Pythia, they think it’s good. Scripture says no, stay away from the serpent. 



The Pythia was the name of the high priestess of the temple of 

Apollo that was at Delphi. You may have heard throughout history, the 

Oracle of Delphi. The Oracle of Delphi was a prophetess that got a word 

for people. Kings, rulers, everybody would go to the Oracle of Delphi to find out, what should I do? What do I do? And really, that’s what happens in the Charismatic Movement. Again, nothing new. If you find yourself 

asking, what do I do, what do I do? Where do you go? The Bible. But 

that’s not happening in the Charismatic Movement. What do I do? I don’t 

have time to go to the Bible. I have to seek out the prophet, he’ll have a word for me, I need to get the word from the prophetess. She will lay 

hands on me. Something that was being done way back in the day by the 

priest of Apollo. 



By the way, here’s something interesting - Pythia, derived from 

Pytho, from the verb  puthein  which means to rot, and refers to the sickly-sweet smell from the decomposing body of the monstrous python, after it 

was slain by Apollo. Just in case you want to know. When the Pythia, the priestess, the prophetess of Apollo, when they got at it, they got filled with the spirit of the god, Apollo. All of a sudden, they would get into what is called enthusiasmos, and you know what we get from that? Enthusiasm. 

Enthusiasmos was basically where the person was now fully possessed by 

the god. In this case, it would be a demon. 
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In the 16th and 17th centuries, some of these early charismatics, and 

this is way beyond the church, this is really nothing new, but fast-forward to our own country and the great awakenings. Back to the Wesley’s, they 

were accused of this enthusiasmos. And I’ve got accounts of during these camp meetings, not only were Mormons there, but there were people there 

rolling around on the floor, barking and making all kinds of noise. Again, nothing new under the sun. 



Now, how did this prophetess get into this state, to where she can 

get filled with the spirit of Apollo, a demon, and then prophecy these 

things? Well, if you have read some of our other studies, with the Oracle of Delphi, there was a chasm in the ground. The Temple of Apollo was 

built over this fissure in the ground, and they built a chamber over that fissure. Out of that fissure came a gas, and that is where they got their altered state of consciousness, hallucinations. That is where they got their visions from. And they said, The Roman Right of Plutarch reports that the temple was filled with a sweet smell when the deity was present. Well, that sweet smell was gas. It had nothing to do with the deity. In fact, secular research went over to that area. 



Dr. De Boer speculated that it was a gas known as ethylene, and 

guess what it possesses? A sweet odor. A toxicologist specified that even a small amount can put a person into a state of trance and give them a 

euphoric, psychedelic experience. If you increase it, it gets even worse. If you get the right amount of gas coming out of that crack, you could sit up, hear questions, answer people logically, but the tone of your voice might be altered, your speech pattern could be changed. Basically, that is what was going on. And in 2001, water samples from nearby springs contained 

evidence of the hallucinogenic. This wasn’t just some theory; it was some hallucinogenic gas effect going on. And this was the source of the deity showing up. 
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During this time, again, when the gas would come up, the presence 

of the deity was active. The Pythia delivered these oracles in a frenzied state once the vapors kicked in and spoke gibberish. Does that sound 

familiar today? So, today in the Charismatic Movement, when they say, 

we got a word from God, how does it come forth? In a frenzied state, and a known language? No, not even in a foreign language, it’s just gibberish. 

Then the priest would supposedly interpret that gibberish into literature and that became the Oracle that they worshiped in the shrines. 



Now, at the same time as they are getting into this altered state of 

consciousness with the gas and the rituals, it is said that the Pythia would be like a runner at the end of a race or a dancer after an ecstatic dance. 

Now, that is another thing about the Charismatic Movement, that we will 

be getting into a little later. But you and I might think that’s kind of strange. The buzz word, that I have noticed, that they typically use, “You don’t understand because I’m not just dancing; I’m dancing in the spirit. 

I’m not just singing; I’m singing in the spirit. I’m not just praying; I’m praying in the spirit.” So, the phrase, “In the spirit” is an old cult phrase with the Romans and the Greeks. They called it ecstatic dance. Because 

there are different ways to get yourself into an altered state of 

consciousness. One of those is repetitive movement, just dancing. And still the cult and the occult use this technique to have a spiritual experience. 

Take a look at this video clip. 

Narrator:  “I’m going to be honest with you, this video puzzles me. I filmed this footage about a week ago, and since then I have been bashing my head against the wall, thinking, how can I make this video tell the truth? I mean look at this. This looks like a typical hippy party where everyone is on drugs. It looks like the people have escaped the mental hospital and this is their celebration or something. What’s happening here should be explained. This is an ecstatic dance. No one does any alcohol or drugs here - it’s not like a party where drugs are not allowed when 

 everyone takes them. 

 Here, it is something else. Here, people actually connect to music. And actually, allows themselves to express in the most normal way. No one judges you, so you are free to move as you want. No one talks to you, so  
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 you are able to go deep into your experience. And if someone connects to you, it will be without words. Filming an ecstatic dance is a big no-no around the world.” 



But if you want to see one, just go to a charismatic church. There’s 

nothing new about this. It’s called ecstatic dance. This was done by the cults and the occult and other religions. It was done by Apollo worship, the Pythias. Nothing new. It gets you into an altered state of 

consciousness, it’s just being rehashed today. But apparently, it’s okay because it’s in the spirit. You have heard me say before in other studies that I don’t doubt that there’s a spiritual experience going on, but it doesn’t mean it’s the spirit of God. 



In fact, apparently one session is recorded that the Oracle got so 

into this stuff, that the result was a hysterical, uncontrollable reaction from the priestess that resulted in her death a few days later. 



Now that was just Apollo. Remember, this is Montanus now. Why 

is this guy so hung up on this, “I got a new revelation from God. It’s a new movement of the spirit. You need to listen to me. The Bible is not good 

anymore. We’ve got to have something new.” His background, before he 

supposedly converted to Christianity, is Cybele worship. She is the Mother Goddess, a Greek Goddess, adopted by the Greeks who is also simulated 

into what is called Gaia worship or Mother Earth. That’s what this is. This is where it comes from. We hear that these days with the environmental 

movement. It was celebrated by the Greeks, and when she would get into 

her worship procession, she would come in on a big chariot, she had two 

lions on each side, in one hand she had a tambourine because music was 

big in her worship. Is music big in somebody else’s movement? But not 

just music, but wild music and wine and disorderly ecstatic following. 



One called her, Cybele, meaning the Great Mother, and she also 

had somebody that was a prophetess. They had the word from God. And 

that was the Sibyl, and that was the priestess. Now Sibyl comes from the Latin, which comes from the Greek,  Sibylla  which means prophetess. And there are many different Sybils or prophetesses. One of the things that 

Sibyl the prophetess did, was they would sing the fates and then write 

them on oak leaves. When someone would ask, “What are you doing?” 

She would say, “I’m singing in the spirit.” Even that’s nothing new. They  
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were doing that back with the Greeks and the Romans. Sibyl was 

supposed to be the guide between the two worlds, between the living and 

the dead. They would write down all this stuff that is coming out. And that is what they called the Sibylline Oracles. 



When they got together, it was “a joyous abandonment to loud 

music, percussive music, castanets, clashing cymbals, and flutes and to the frenzied “Phrygian dancing.” And perhaps a form of circle-dancing by 

women to the roar of “wise and healing music of the gods.” Now 

remember that word “Phrygian.” And then they would have these 

intercessors or intermediaries between goddess and mortal devotees, 

through dreams, waking trance or ecstatic dance and song. Is any of this sounding familiar? Does this sound like any movements lately? It’s the 

same thing going on. 



So, that was just a quick background of Montanus before he 

supposedly converted to Christianity. We already know what the Bible is 

in the church. Direct, hand to hand, passing the torch from the last 

Apostle. Now this guy arrives on the scene. “No, I’ve got a new prophecy. 

I am the voice that you need to listen to.” Why do you think he would say that? What was his background? And why was he so hung-up on all this 

behavior, this charismatic behavior? Because that was what Apollo 

worship did and that is what Cybele worship did. He just tried to 

Christianize it. 



He also set up his headquarters in an area called Phrygia. Phrygia 

is what he labeled as the New Jerusalem. This was his headquarters of his New Prophecy Movement. Are there headquarters for these Charismatic 

Movements today? Yes, one is in Redding, another one is in Kansas City, 

and different places around the world. So, he had this new headquarters 

that he called New Jerusalem. Now the Phrygians, as we saw, were 

involved in the Phrygian dancing.  And why did he set his headquarters 

there for his New Christian Movement? And he is now supposedly a 

Christian. Well guess where the center of worship was for Cybele? 

Phrygia. So, he sets it up in the same area and he basically tries to 

Christianize that practice. 

53 





Now, also for those of you who are wondering. Remember, music 

was huge. The music and the movement were a way to get into an altered 

state of consciousness. And of course, the Greeks and the Romans belief 

was that when you get into an altered state of consciousness, you are 

connecting, communing, you are communicating with the gods (demons). 

You look at many again today, that through many repetitious movements, 

there’s no preaching the Word of God, no Bible study, there’s no 

discipleship. They just have this thing going and what do they say? “I felt the spirit.” I don’t doubt you’re feeling something, but it’s not the Spirit of God. 



But back to the music. That’s actually where we get the term, for 

those of you hooked on music theory, the Phrygian Mode. If you are 

familiar with that, it came from this. Apparently, it was given that name, Phrygian, after the unbounded, ecstatic peoples of the wild, mountainous regions of the Anatolian highlands. 



So, here Montanus, he claims to be a Christian, he’s got a 

background in all this pre-charismatic behavior that was involved with the Romans and the Greeks. He’s got this new movement. He sets up his 

headquarters there and he encourages the foundation of a separate sect of Christianity. Does that sound familiar? We need a new Christianity. This is a new movement of the spirit. 



Now, on top of all this, Montanus traveled with two female 

colleagues. One was Prisa, sometimes called Priscilla, and the other one was Maximilla, who likewise claimed the inspiration of the supposedly 

Holy Spirit. He was the prophet, and they were the prophetesses. Their 

popularity even exceeded Montanus’ own, because apparently, they could 

really get into it. But the three of them together spoke in ecstatic visions and urged their followers to fast and to pray so that they might share these revelations. Their followers claimed they received a prophetic gift from the prophets. In time, the New Prophecy spread from Montanus’s native 

Phrygia across the Christian world to Africa and to Gaul. 



You have to understand the timing. You have to understand this 

guy’s background. We know that the church already knew what the Word 

of God was. We have a direct hand account from the Apostle living. And 

all of a sudden, this guy comes onto the scene saying, “We have to get  
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away from this, this is a new movement of Christianity.” Getting them 

involved, to get them away from the Word of God. What did it do to the 

early church before they were able to put a stop to it, for at least awhile? 



The response to the New Prophecy Movement split the Christian 

communities. Is that happening today? Sometimes it takes a foothold in 

the church and there’s no balance. It’s the same thing that they had to deal with. Orthodox clergy fought to suppress it. Opponents believed that evil spirits possessed the Phrygian prophets, and both Maximilla and Priscilla were targets of failed exorcisms. So, these people at that time in recorded history say that they don’t even believe that these people are saved, and that these girls are demon possessed. Now, don’t you think that the people who are right there, right then, have a better understanding than you and me, looking back. So, I think their account should weigh pretty heavily. 



The churches of Asia Minor pronounced the prophecies profane 

and excommunicated the New Prophecy adherents. Around A.D. 177, 

Apollinarius, Bishop of Hierapolis, presided over a synod which 

condemned the New Prophecy. I think that many of us are afraid to talk 

about this topic, but these guys said, no, you better put it down and put it down fast. Because we can see where this is heading. It’s going to lead  

people outside of the Bible. In A.D. 193, an anonymous writer found the 

church at Ancyra in Galatia torn in two and opposed the “false prophecy” 

there. 



I have shared this testimony before. When I was pastoring in 

Northern California, a pastor acquaintance there had this happen to him. 

He said there were some folks that kind of had a charismatic flavor, and they started coming to the church he pastored. While he was there, they 

kept it kind of cool. They knew where he stood. They seemed to be 

respectful at that point. There was a group of them, and they had been 

coming regularly for about six months. I kid you not, he said, “I went 

away for a two-week vacation and when I came back, there was a notice 

on my door that I was no longer the pastor.” 



They worked their way into that church and over the two weeks 

convinced the church this is what they needed to do. The pastor is a fuddy-duddy, get rid of him. They took over the church. This is the same thing when this so-called new movement, which is nothing new at all, happened 

to the early church. It’s the exact same parallel. 
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Eventually, Montanist teachings came to be regarded as heresy by 

the Orthodox Church for a number of reasons. Causing a clash of basic 

beliefs between the movement’s proponents and the greater Christian 

world. Another reason, when they went outside the church, the Apostolic 

Fathers, right after the last Apostol, were upset about this guy and their dramatic public display by its adherents because it brought unwanted 

attention to the still fledgling religion, Christianity. It wasn’t a good advertisement. The world is going to think we’re freaky. The imperial 

government carried out sporadic executions of Christians under the reign of Marcus Aurelius, circa AD 161-180, which coincides with the spread of Montanism. 



So, the early church was saying, “Knock it off! What are you guys 

doing? The seculars are looking at us.” And many believe that it was 

because of this New Prophecy Movement - which is basically what we are 

seeing today in the Charismatic Movement - is what stirred up the 

persecution amongst other things with Christians, and they began to be 

executed. 



Because take a look at those people - they are freaky. So, much of 

it slowed down for a while but got speeding back up about 100 years later. 

In 249 A.D. it started coming out again. Now, here’s a couple other things that the Montanus’ believe. Followers of the New Prophecy called 

themselves  spiritales (spiritual people) in contrast to their opponents whom they term  psychici (carnal, natural people). Is that being done today? “You see, you just don’t’ understand, you don’t have the baptism of the Holy Spirit like I do. You can’t speak in this language (gibberish) like I can. You don’t get visions from God like I do. I’m a spiritales. You’re 

carnal. Poor guy.” 



Let me give you another one. Eusebius of Caesarea who is 

considered the father of church history says:  

 “He, Montanus, became beside himself, and being suddenly in a sort of frenzy and ecstasy, he raved and began to babble and utter strange things, prophesying in a manner contrary to the constant custom of the Church handed down by tradition from the beginning.” 
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The followers of Montanus claimed their revelation, received 

directly from the Holy Spirt, could supersede the authority of Jesus or Paul the Apostle, or anyone else. In some of his prophecies, Montanus, 

somewhat like the oracles of the Greco-Roman world, spoke in the first 

person as God:  “I am the Father and the Son and Holy Spirit.” 



Wait a minute, is the Charismatic Movement today claiming to be 

a new movement? Do they claim to be God? Oh yeah, all over the place. 

Nothing new under the sun. 

Paul Crouch:  “Do you know what else we’ll settle tonight? This cry and controversy that has been spawned by the devil to try to bring dissension within the body of Christ. That we are gods. I am a little god.” 

Kenneth Copeland:  “Yes.” 

Paul Crouch:  “I have His name; I am one with Him. I am in a covenant relationship with Him. I am a little god! Critics be gone!” 

Kenneth Copeland:  “You are anything that He is.” 

Creflo Dollar:  “If horses get together, they produce what?” 

Congregation:  “Horses.” 

Creflo Dollar:  “And if dogs get together, what do they produce?” 

Congregation:  “Dogs.” 

Creflo Dollar:  “If cats get together, they produce what?” 

Congregation:  “Cats.” 

Creflo Dollar:  “If the Godhead gets together; it says ‘Let us make man, then what are they producing? They are producing gods. Now I have to hit this thing real hard from the very beginning, because I don’t have time to go through all of this. But I’m going to say to you right now. You are gods.” 
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Joyce Meyer:  “Why do people have such a fit about God calling His creation, little gods? If He’s God, what’s He going to call them? The Godkind. If you are a human being and you have a baby, you call it 

 humankind. If cattle have another cattle, they call it cattle kind. I mean what is God supposed to call us? Doesn’t the Bible say that we are created in His image?” 

Benny Hinn:  “You know who you are? Turn to Psalm 82:l; This will really blow your mind. Psalm 82:1, ‘God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; (that’s you) he judgeth among the gods.’ Now would you 

 please listen to me? This is talking about you. He’s telling the gods. Who are the gods? You are. Say, I never heard that. Let me ask you this. Hello, are you God’s offspring? Then you are not human. So, this Godlike person inside of me, Benny Hinn, right here, has nothing to do with special blood, he’s a part of God, he’s a little god walking in a little body, saying in Jesus’ name. God came from Heaven, He became a man, and made men 

 into little gods. Went back to Heaven as a man. He faces the Father as a man. I face devils as the son of God! 

 Jesus said go in My Name. Jesus said go in My stead. Go and say, ‘I am, I am, I am, I am.’ Say after me, ‘Within me is a Godman.’ Say it again, 

 ‘Within me is a Godman.’ Now, let’s say even better than that. ‘I am a Godman.’ When you say, ‘I am a Christian.’ You are saying a little 

 messiah, walking on earth, in other words.” 

Kenneth Copeland:  “When I read in the Bible where He says, ‘I am,’ I just smile and say, ‘Yes, I am, too.’” 

Paula White:  “Here’s where it’s going to get good for some people. Get ready. Go ahead and email me now. You tap into who you really are. You know what the Bible calls you? It says you are a little Elohim. You are a little god.” 



Nope, that’s not what the Bible says at all. But again, what is the 

premise of this? It’s supposed to be a new movement of God in these last  
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days. It’s a new revelation. No, Montanus got it in the 1st century, and he got it from the Greeks and the Romans many centuries prior. But that’s 

what he believed he was. A little god. Nothing new under the sun. It’s just been repackaged because we don’t know our history. 



A couple more here. They also believed that the New Prophecy 

Movement had the power as apostles and prophets to forgive sin. They 

also recognized women as bishops and presbyters. Are women called to be 

pastors? No. Is this because, yeah, it’s different, but it’s a new movement of God? No, it’s not new. And who were the big leaders, the oracles of 

Apollo and Cybele? Men? Typically, no, it was women. So, it’s the same 

thing. They just repackaged it. 



Now they also got into legalism. This is happening, unfortunately, 

in the charismatic churches as well. Women and girls were forbidden to 

wear ornaments, and virgins were required to wear veils. Some of these 

people in charismatic places say you can’t wear pants - it’s got to be 

dresses. It’s got to be all the way down. What does Scripture say? 

Modesty, decency, don’t go to the other end of the spectrum, even in the Baptist church, whatever, this is not a meat market. I’ve preached that, I don’t know how many times, at this time the world’s not going to blow up. 

You don’t have to wear a dress all the way down there and then choking 

you around the neck. And ladies, you have to wear your hair in bun. They were doing the same thing back then. 



I said it before, and I’ll say it again. I didn’t make this up. Hear 

what J. Vernon McGee has to say. If you can’t wear make-up, that’s 

legalism. He said this, “If the barn needs painting, paint it.” That’s why I said that he said it, not me. But even that legalistic aspect was nothing new. Why do you think I opened up with Ecclesiastes? Nothing new under 

the sun. What was then, it’s already happened again, we just forget the 

past. That is so true today. 



In fact, let’s put all this together. Apollo, all this behavior, the new charismatic behavior, nothing new, that goes back to the Greco-Roman 

world, Apollo worship, ecstatic dancing and the music. So, what would a 

Pythia, a priestess of Apollo look like after the music is going on for an extended period of time, getting into an altered state of consciousness? 

What would a Pythia look like today? I think it’s going to look something  

[image: Image 1]
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like this. Except this is a new movement of God. This is a charismatic 

lady, a false teacher, a heretic, Stacy Campbell. And she has been worked up into a frenzy. And this is now how we are supposed to get a Word from God. 

The clip begins with Stacy Campbell taking the microphone and stepping 

away from the podium. Immediately two men go over and stand behind 

her. Her head begins to shake as she clears her throat. 

Stacy Campbell:  “I was in the room when the Holy Spirit fell on David. 

 God began to talk to us about the move of the Spirit that was to come. 

 When we were in our 20s, He said that the greatest move that we would ever see would come upon the children behind us. The generation behind us.” 

At this point she is shaking her head back and forth so hard that she has a hard time speaking and breathing. The man behind the podium is now 

holding out his hand so that if she feels like she might fall down she can grab his hand. 

 “I had another son. My 

 son broke his neck. The 

 doctor said, 95% chance 

 that he would never walk 

 again. But suddenly, the 

 toes on his left foot began 

 to wiggle. Then the whole 

 foot began to move. And 

 then the other one.” 

As she is jumping around, shaking her head, barely able to talk, she loses both of her shoes, and she begins to fall backward. Luckily someone was 

there to catch her. But her shaking and jumping around is completely out of control. 
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Yep, we don’t need another boring sermon. You don’t need to get 

overly focused on doctrine. That’s another phrase. “I don’t need doctrine. I need the Spirit of God.” But that is supposed to be the new spirit of God. 

Is anything we have seen so far, is anything new? Nah, my guess is, that is what the preview of what people were doing, the Sibyl worship. I think 

that’s what the Pythia, the priestess was doing when the vapors got hold of her. But somehow, we’re the fuddy-duddys. But, with all due respect, 

anybody that is being led away from the Word of God, you need to love 

them enough to say get back to the Book. You’re being led astray. 
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 Chapter Three 

———————————— 

Charismatic Gibberish 

Not New 

Why is it called chaos? Because there’s something going on, and 

it’s called CSI investigation at Sunrise Bible Church. The untold truth of the Charismatic Movement and dare I say, some don’t even understand 

their own history. We’ve basically already seen where we are going to go in our shot across the bow with their aberrant behavior. I’m not saying 

everybody that is charismatic is involved in a cult, I’m not saying that everybody that is charismatic is practicing occult techniques. But there is so much aberrant stuff coming out of this, that we need to deal with it. We also learned that all this moving around, dancing, and waving of arms is what they call a new movement of God in the last days. Is it really new? 

Absolutely not! We saw that it actually started with a guy named 

Montanus after the death of the last Apostle, the Apostle John. The whole premise was that you could get a new Word of God outside of the actual 

Word of God, the Bible. That’s the danger. And I don’t think that it’s by chance, right after the death of the last Apostle, here comes the movement to lead people away from the Scripture. 



As we saw, it goes even further back than Montanus, because 

before he supposedly converted to Christianity, he was a priest of Apollo and Cybele. 
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They had the same kind of behavior in the Greco-Roman world, so 

technically it went even further back than the 2nd century AD. So, 

basically, we have dispelled the myth that the Charismatic Movement is  

nothing new. What did Solomon say in our opening text? “Nothing new 

under the sun.” It’s just been repackaged, rehashed, relabeled, and people are falling for it today. 



Now, I want to deal with another issue. I want to dispel another 

myth that is prominent in the Charismatic Movement, and that is basically the gift of tongues. It’s the biggest thing that they want to promote, and what they call the gift of tongues is really just gibberish. So, we are going to take a look at tongues now. We will be having a study of all the 

different gifts mentioned in the Scripture in the next chapters. We are 

going to tear them each apart. But what I mainly want to dispel again, just like we did in the last chapters, there is nothing new in their behavior, and it is nothing new in this gibberish, that is being touted as the Biblical gift of speaking in tongues. 



Basically, what we are going to see, when you read the Bible, the 

gift of tongues has always been, if it’s legitimate, even in the Scriptural days, a known language. It has never, absolutely never, ever, been 

gibberish. And we are going to see where that gibberish came from. What 

is this thing, called the gift of tongues? This is where you should start - 

Acts 2 - because it’s the beginning of the church and this is where that supernatural gifts from God first occurred. What does the Bible have to 

say about the first occurrence? And from the very first occurrence, you are going to see clearly that there is no such thing as gibberish. 

Acts 2:1-11: “When the day of Pentecost (the birth of the church) came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated 

and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem, God fearing Jews from every nation 

under Heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in  
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bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

(Right out of the gate the gift of tongues has always been a known 

language.) Utterly amazed, they asked, ‘Are not all these men who are  

speaking Galileans?’ Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, visitors from Rome 

(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs – we hear them 

declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’” 



In fact, let me break it down for you. There are two different Greek 

words that are used interchangeably throughout that. Verse 3 said, “They seemed to be tongues of fire. The Greek word for tongues is “glossa”.  Can you guess what English word we get from that? Glossary. Glossa means 

language. Now why would they translate tongues?” Have you ever heard, 

“He’s speaking in his mother tongue? What does that mean? Language, 

it’s the same thing. I think there is a big confusion going on today, because with the Charismatic Movement, when they say tongues, you think it’s just that gibberish thing that you hear people do, and it’s kind of weird. It has never been that. It’s  “glossa,”  it means tongues, a language, a mother language. 



Now that was verse 3. In verse 4, “All of them were filled with the 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues.” Again,  “glossa,”  tongues, languages. When you see tongues, it refers to languages. That’s what it is. 



In verse 6 it says, “When they heard this sound, a crowd came 

together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his 

own language.”  Now, that is not  “glossa,”  that is  “dialektos”  – a language or dialect to a particular people. This word  “dialektos”  is where we get the English word dialect. What is a dialect? It’s a particular 

language to a particular people. It’s a known language. 



Then we go down to verse 8 where it says, “Then how is it that 

each of us hears them in his own native language?” The word language 

there is  “dialektos”  a language or dialect to a particular people. 



Finally, in verse 11, it says, “Cretans and Arabs – we hear them 

declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues.”  Again, the word used  
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here is  “glossa,”  languages. So, the Biblical gift, dealing with the text, and we don’t really need to go into the original Greek, but I wanted to 

show you nothing weird is going on, contextually, spiritually, and in the actual Biblical language. Every single time, the legitimate gift of tongues, it really is the gift of languages, a known language. It has never been 

gibberish. 



You see, that’s the problem with the Charismatic Movement. I’m 

not trying to poke them in the eye, but they elevate this gift, and what they are really elevating is gibberish. That has never been the Biblical gift. Let me give you an example of what is being touted as the gift of languages. 

Basically, what this clip shows is that you do a lot of music and dancing around, you’re moving supposedly in the spirit. You dance around for a 

period of time and then everyone slows down, and the spirit of God moves over the congregation and people will start speaking gibberish. Now, let me show you what is being touted to you and me. Remember, they say we 

need to do this. This is more spiritual than what we do. 

This clip begins with Kenneth Hagin walking up to a man that is sitting in the congregation. Hagin taps him on the shoulder, and he jumps out of the seat, raises his arms in the air and starts shaking as if having a seizure. He then falls backward. Fortunately, there is an usher there to break his fall. 

Next, Hagin is standing in the aisle and starts to laugh. It does sound like a fake laugh, but the congregation joins in and starts laughing as well. He touches a man’s forehead, who is sitting next to the aisle, and the man 

immediately slides out of his seat onto the floor. The next clip is showing Hagin in the aisle, looking at the congregation. One lady has her arm 

raised towards him, waiting for what is going to happen next. He starts 

laughing and then swings his arm, like he’s throwing a blanket over the 

crowd. 

They act like they are struck by a spirit of laughter. A few of them start shaking and start falling out of their seats onto the floor and onto each other. The more he laughs, and the louder he laughs, this controlling spirit spreads through the congregation. It is completely out of control. 
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He seems to be able to touch anyone and they will immediately start 

shaking out of control. The more the man shakes, the louder the 

congregation laughs. They are laughing out of control. But then as he gets a little further up the aisle, he just points at a man, and it starts all over again. At another service there are some people that have come down to 

the altar. Hagin proceeds to go down the first row, touching each one on their heads. The people he touches start shaking and dancing 

uncontrollably. The congregation is laughing and shaking uncontrollably, with some getting up out of their seats and actually knocking others down that are in their way. 

Man at Kenneth Copeland’s church:  “Rise up this day and be filled afresh with a new wine of the Holy Ghost. Rise up this day and (gibberish) to drink, to drink, to drink, to drink the drink. Oh, (more gibberish). Oh yeah, yeah, yeah, we don’t worry about what other people think. No, it doesn’t matter what they think, ha, ha, ha, (gibberish).”  

Kenneth Copeland:  “(gibberish)”  He is speaking to this man in gibberish but acts like he is carrying on a great conversation with him. And pats him on the back and laughs. 



No Bible study, but that’s apparently what we need to do to grow 

up as a Christian, with that kind of behavior. Now did you see the guy 

with the hand on the forehead? We will get into that later once we start tearing down some of these other practices, supposedly slain in the spirit, and things of that nature. The Hindu gurus do that. With the Hindu gurus, it’s called  shatkipat. That’s what they do, which obviously isn’t Christian, when they transfer their spirit. People fall backwards, they have this 

feeling of euphoria, but it’s not the spirit of God. There at the end, what language was that? It was gibberish. It is not a known language of any 

kind. 



If you’ve ever been around that kind of atmosphere, it’s very 

repetitive. So, I’m thinking, if that’s the way the Holy Spirit comes up with that kind of language, do you think the Holy Spirit wouldn’t come up with something different. instead of the same thing over and over again? 
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Then the guy with” the drink, the drink, the drink.” Does the Holy Spirit stutter? I mean what’s going on here? I think you’re just making it up as you go. Again, this is being touted as something that you and I need to be a part of. 



Now, there’s a couple of excuses, and we are going to get into this 

in more detail, as we get into the study, on just on this gift. I’m just trying to dispel the myth that this is a new movement of God, and this gibberish is the way to go. It’s not! They will say, “The reason that it sounds strange, the reason it’s not a known language….”  Maybe you’ve got us on that 

one. But remember what the Scripture says, “If it’s legit, it’s got to be a known language.” They will say, “It’s a Heavenly language.” Have you 

heard that before? That’s their excuse. Basically, what they are trying to refer to is when Paul talked about the gift in I Cor. 12. They talked about the gift then and then again in I Timothy 14, he deals with the gift of languages, and he deals with the Corinthians abusing that gift. 



But smack dab between 12 and 14, he’s saying, by the way you’re 

missing the whole point. If you are doing this all for show, it’s being 

abused. It’s not even legit. Then I’m going to tell you it’s all for nothing. 

Because the gifts are for the edification of the body, and if you don’t love, you’re nothing. That’s the whole concept. I Cor. 13 - the one we call the love chapter - Paul wrote about the difference between the gifts and the abuse of the tongue. Do you see what he is doing? The heart of it is for the edification of the body. It’s not for you, it’s not for show, it’s not to draw attention, it’s not for yourself. All that God gives us is for love, to love one another, to build up one another. And if you’re not doing that, you are 

wasting your time. 



But in I Cor. 13, here’s what they want to say. The reason the 

language sounds like gibberish is because it’s a Heavenly language. I want to try to pull it out of I Cor. 13. “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, and have not love, I’m only a resounding gong and a clanging 

cymbal.” Number one, they completely take it out of context. But they say it’s an angelic language. That’s what this is, it’s a Heavenly language and that’s why you don’t understand it. 



First of all, that’s not what Paul is saying. There is no verbiage 

there in the Scripture, “Heavenly language.” They are trying to take that  
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out of this passage that talks about that. When Paul speaks of the tongues of men, he is referring to the legitimate gift, the gift of languages. But when he speaks of the tongues of angels, he’s not literally speaking of a Heavenly language. Paul is using hyperbole, to make a point. I don’t care if it’s from men, I don’t care if he says it’s from angels. If you don’t love, you’re nothing. If fact, what did he say, you’re a clanging cymbal, a noisy gong. He’s basically calling it out as gibberish. Yet they want to pull out of that and say this is what gibberish is supposed to be - this Heavenly 

language. 



Paul is saying that no matter how gifted one may be, whether in his 

own language, in foreign languages, or even in the hypothetical speech of angels, it’s all moot without love. In fact, without love, one’s speech is no better than the useless babble of the pagan religions. The pagan culture of Corinth honored their gods in ritualistic ceremonies accompanied by loud musical instruments such as gong, cymbals, and trumpets. Their worship 

was a chaotic cacophony. 



What did we just watch? A chaotic cacophony. That was the thing 

that Paul was speaking against. You’re acting like pagans. That’s what 

pagans do in their so-called worship. But somehow, in the middle of that, they want to take a verse out of it and say no, that’s the way it is. 

Complete misuse of the Scripture. 



Speaking in “tongues of angels” is probably best understood as one 

having the ability to speak with “divine eloquence.” As one well-known 

Bible scholar put it, “Paul is simply saying that were he to have the ability to speak with the skill and eloquence of the greatest men, even with 

angelic eloquence, he would only become a noisy gong.” 



To suggest that Paul implies that “tongues of angels” is a kind of 

“Heavenly language” is to go beyond what Scripture actually teaches. It is taking the expression completely out of context in an attempt to teach 

something other than what Paul actually said. 



Alright, let’s go back to angels. There are angels all over the Bible. 

There’s Holy Angels from God, there’s unholy angels that work for satan, i.e., demons. But when angels appear on the scene, Old and New 

Testament, angels do speak to people. And what do people hear from those angels? Do they hear a bunch of gibberish? No. It’s always a known 

language. So, even that falls apart. Angels speak in a known language. 
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So, the question I have is this: they keep pushing gibberish, it’s not 

what Scripture says, it’s always been a known language. Do you want to 

keep pushing this, and pull Scripture out of context, and give an excuse as to why it makes no sense? And say that somehow, it’s Spiritual? Even after what Paul is saying. Where does it come from? Where does this gibberish 

come from? Well, we are going to see just a little bit about that, and it’s nothing new. Guess who also speaks in unknown languages. That’s the 

Biblical one. The cults, spirits, the occult, spiritism, shamanism, 

witchcraft, they all speak in – not languages – but gibberish. Interesting. 

Now let me give you some proof. 



This is from actual linguistics, people who study this - this is their 

life. And they say this is carte blanche, this gibberish that is being passed off to you and me in the Protestant Church, by the Charismatic Movement, as a legitimate gift. He said this is completely, straight out of the occult. 

In 1972, William J. Samarin, a linguist from the University of Toronto, 

published a thorough assessment of Pentecostal glossolalia, that became a classic work on its linguistic characteristics. His assessment was based on a large sample of glossolalia recorded in public and private Christian 

meetings all over the world. 

 “Samarin found that glossolalic speech uses accents, rhythm, intonation and pauses to break up the speech into distinct units taken from a 

 language known to the speaker.  (In other words, they’re taking their own language and making gibberish out of it!) 

 “They may have variations in pitch, volume, speed, and intensity but the sounds are taken from the set of sounds already known to the speaker and are confirmed by others. Samarin found that the resemblance to human language was merely on the surface, and so concluded that glossolalia is 

 ‘only a façade of language.’” 

 “Felicitas Goodman studied a number of Pentecostal communities in the United States, the Caribbean, and Mexico. These included English, 

 Spanish, and Mayan speaking groups. She compared what she found with recordings of non-Christian rituals from Africa, Borneo, Indonesia, and Japan. 
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 She took into account the segmental structure (such as sounds, syllables, phrases) and the supra-segmental elements (rhythm, accent, intonation) and concluded that there was no distinction between what was practiced by the Pentecostal Protestants and the followers of other religions.” 



The gibberish comes from the occult, and other religions, that are 

not Christian. In fact, it goes even further back. In the last chapter, who also did the gibberish? Pythia and the priestess, with Apollo and Cybele, who did the ecstatic speech - the gibberish. When the gas was coming up 

from the crack in the ground, they’d get all worked up. They did the same thing, are they Christian? Absolutely not. 



Again, in the Greco-Roman world, back then the people who could 

do this, like the Pythia, who were prophetesses, who had a word for the 

people, they were given high status. People looked up to them. Like they were really spiritual, and they really needed to pay attention. It was 

because they could use this gibberish thing. And because they believed 

that they were prophesying, and it was a sign of a divine spirit possession. 



That possession gave them the ability to use words that were not 

understood by those that utter them; for they pronounce them, as it is said, with an insane mouth. This comes from this mystery religion. Back then, 

they said the people who were doing this - with the divine god (demon) - 

was a sign of full possession when they start speaking with this insane 

mouth. Now as a clarification, I want to make it clear that you cannot be possessed with a demon if you are a Christian. And we will get into that in a later chapter. 



But somehow today it’s a new movement of God? No! It’s a 

Heavenly language, if you understand it. That’s why it doesn’t make 

sense. Other religious groups have been observed to practice some form of glossolalia. It is perhaps most commonly in Paganism, Shamanism, and 

other mediumistic religious practices. Those are the people who get 

inhabited with spirits, and they take over their vocal cords. My personal experience is that most of the people who are doing this are made up. I 

will put a number on it. I think maybe 95%, and you know why? Because 

sister so-and-so and brother so-and-so, that’s how they heard them do it. 

That’s how they were taught how to do it. 



70 





But wait a second. If this is of the Holy Spirit, why do you have to 

be taught? So, it’s learned behavior. And when it’s a learned behavior, you can just take your known language - in our case English - and start 

speaking gibberish. I really think that’s it. However, I think as you 

progress and get into some really abhorrent behavior, like we saw at the beginning, I think there really is a spirit involved. But it’s not the Spirit of God. 



Now, medical science has been studying these people speaking in 

tongues (gibberish). Neuroimaging of brain activity during glossolalia 

does not show activity in the language areas of the brain. That is a direct quote, that is secular research. What does that tell you? They are making it up. 



The danger of this is that they say this is the Spirit of God, and a 

lot of people get into this, and they keep doing this. And again, this has nothing to do with getting into the Bible. Jesus said to the disciples to go out into the world and make disciples, disciplined learners of the Word of God. But these people are told to do this, and they speak it again and again and again (gibberish). Do it for an hour, for two hours, you keep doing it and it becomes a mindless activity. And now all of a sudden, they say they just feel so awesome. It was amazing, they felt euphoric, they cried, they had a vision. All this stuff. First of all, you don’t gauge truth by your feelings. The Scripture is very clear - satan masquerades as an angel of light. 

II Corinthians 11:13-15: “For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as Apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for satan 

himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” 



I don’t care if you have alligator goose bumps, and you cry and 

you saw a vision of your grandma and she spoke to you. Well, first of all, if your grandma is in Heaven, she isn’t speaking to you. You’re either in Heaven or you’re in hell. That’s an issue that we will get into later as well. 
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But basically, that’s what they say. “You just don’t understand.” The Bible says it’s always been a known language. And we just saw that they are 

taking the Scripture out of context trying to have an excuse for the 

gibberish, saying it’s a Heavenly language. “No, you just don’t 

understand. When I was doing that, I just felt like the Spirit of God was all over me. I felt it. I had this experience.” 



I’m not doubting that you had an experience. But do you gauge 

truth by experience? By feelings? No. Because satan and his demons don’t always show up in a scary, freaky manner and freak you out. Since I have been there and done that (before I got saved), to this day I cannot find the adequate English language or a string of words together to describe the 

utter terror it is when demons are in the room and frankly inside you. Back then I was probably tone deaf. But demons don’t always do that. It’s called good cop, bad cop. He’ll show up and, “Well, that was of the devil,” and be all freaky and scary. But “this had to be the spirit of God because I never felt this way before.” Satan masquerades as light. 



It also might be that if you keep doing repetitive behavior, you just 

got whooped up into an altered state of consciousness. Because as we have seen before, guess who’s also done the repetitive speech? Hare Krishna. 

What do they do? They repeat their mantra over and over and over and 

over again until what happens? It’s a classic technique. They are getting into an altered state of consciousness. Now that’s not the only way you can do it, with repetitive speech. You can also do it with repetitive movement, you can do it with drugs, you can do it to the beat of music. That’s what they did. So, I’m not doubting that these people with the repetitive 

movement, repetitive dancing and their gibberish, over and over again, are probably going to have a religious experience. But that doesn’t mean it’s from the Spirit of God. In fact, let me give you an example, even non-Christian religions, in these charismatic services, with the music and their repetitive movements, repetitive gibberish, do the same thing to get people into an altered state of consciousness to commune, supposedly, with the 

gods. Here is the New Age and Hindu version of what I would say we are 

witnessing in a charismatic service. 





[image: Image 2]
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Narrator #1:  “During these sessions it’s a very strange environment. 

 People speak in tongues, they yell, and they scream, they talk in foreign languages, it’s like a madhouse. It’s crazy. People bounce around on foam pads, flying up in the air.” 

  Narrator #2:  “Rajneesh is one of India’s most 

 controversial gurus, largely because of his 

 endorsement of the shocking sexual practices as a  

 prerequisite for salvation. His brand of yoga called 

 ‘Dynamic Meditation’ is a New Age combination of 

 Hinduism and psychotherapy. This exercise  

 involving legalist breathing and hyperventilation, is to arouse the serpent force called Kundalini, which the gurus believe lies coiled at the base of the spine.” 

This clip shows people dancing to the beat of a drum, shaking their heads backwards and forwards, waving their arms, screaming, as if in horrible 

pain. 

Narrator #3:  “The next phase of the exercise is the screaming. It feels like you finally have an opportunity to throw a tantrum, like when you were a little kid.”  

At this point they are lying on the floor, screaming, squirming around, 

shaking, like they are having seizures. 

Narrator #3:  “By the time you get to the third phase, after jumping up and down and yelling ‘who,’ you are hardly there at all. So, it’s pretty hard to remember what happened from there. I guess the closest thing I can associate it with is mindless. You get to a place where your mind actually leaves your body. Your body is just jumping up and down and something in your body is yelling ‘who’ and you’re not doing it anymore. You become one with this whole energy. 

  The next phase in this ‘Dynamic Meditation’ is, someone yells, ‘STOP.’ 

 And you just experienced 30 minutes of intense exercise and what happens  
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 after being in such an incredible, intense movement for so long, is just a sense of peacefulness and stillness. My mind actually stops, and I feel a oneness with the whole universe.” 



So, what are they doing? Getting into a serpent spirit, arousing and 

takeover and connecting with those spirits. Let’s check a little parallel in case you didn’t get it. 

First Phase: The Hindu followers, first began with a form of “repetitive movement,” combined with “music,” for an extended period of time. 

Some Church services today include people “repeatedly” running around, 

jumping up and down, swaying back and forth, etc., to the beat of so-

called “worship” music. 

Second Phase: The Hindu followers then started to speak forth a 

“repetitive phrase” or “mantra,” over and over again, until it became 

mindless. 

Some Church services today include people speaking forth a “repetitive 

phrase,” or a so-called “unknown language,” over and over again. 

Third Phase: The Hindu followers then started to “shout repeatedly,” over and over again, as a way of further “releasing” themselves from reality. 

Some Church services today include people “shouting, yelling, 

screaming,” over and over again, in order to “let it all hang out,” in their so-called “worship” of God. 

Fourth Phase: The Hindu followers finished this occultic mind altering 

procedure with a sudden ceasing of all activity, so as to “feel” a 

connection with the universe or spirit world. 

Some Church services today include people being requested (after a 

prolonged period of repetitive movement, repetitive speaking, repetitive  
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shouting) to then be completely still and silent, so as to “feel” the so-called presence of the Holy Spirit. 



And then they say the Holy Spirit is here. Well, I have to ask, when 

did he ever leave? He’s omnipresent. Number two, if you’re a born-again 

Christian, He is with you everywhere you go. Your body is His temple. 

You don’t have to do some sort of an Indian rain dance to make Him come 

back. Oh, and Indian is shamanism, the occult. So, everybody is in this so-called Christian worship frenzy, and what are they doing? The same thing 

- this mindless movement over and over again, it just doesn’t stop - thirty minutes, forty-five minutes or an hour, non-stop. And then here comes the repetitive speech, over and over again. And then invariably someone will get upon the stage and say, “STOP! The Holy Spirit is in this place.” And what happens when someone says, stop? You’re in an altered state of 

mind. “Nothing new under the sun.” It’s been touted as Christianity today. 

I really think that’s a lot of what’s going on. 



Let’s take a look at another thing that they want to say. They say, 

“You just don’t understand. When we get to this point, there are other 

things that God does. You need to realize that this is a new movement of God. If you hear people barking like a dog, roaring like a lion, that’s just a new movement of God, in these Last Days. You just don’t understand. 

That’s how the Spirit of God is going to move. It’s a sign that we are in the last days.” 



Really? Let’s take a look at some of the other aberrant behavior, 

where people get worked up into an altered state of consciousness. Is this anything new? Are they the only ones doing this? 



Signs and Wonders versus the Occult 

Signs and wonders, Hinduism, Medication, African Spiritism 

•  Slain in the Spirit  *   

* 



* 

•  Electric Shock  

* 



* 



* 

•  Physical Jerks  

* 



* 



* 

•  Animal Sounds 

* 



* 



* 

•  New Revelation 

* 



* 



* 

•  Energy Surge   

* 



* 



* 

•  Ecstatic Speech 

* 



* 



* 
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•  Trance  



* 



* 



* 

•  Visions 



* 



* 



* 

•  Laughter 



* 



* 



* 



Again, I’m not here to poke anyone in the eye. But if you are 

looking down on me, I’m the one that’s not spiritual. You’re looking at 

me, saying I’m a fuddy-duddy, because I want to study the Bible. In fact, for those who do study the Bible, we’re fundamental, religious people who need to learn the real Christianity in these Last Days. No, it’s just 

repackaged, it’s the occult. It’s nothing new. The behavior is nothing new, the gibberish is nothing new. It all comes from the occult. It’s not Biblical. 



By the way, if it’s supposed to be a new movement of God, is God 

going to contradict Himself? Here’s what I mean by that. Erase everything that we just saw. This is nothing new. The occult has been doing this for a long time and still does it today. But we saw that the Biblical gift of 

languages has always been a known language. So, why would God 

contradict Himself later, in the Last Days and turn it into the exact 

opposite? He’s not. But they capitalize on the word “new,” it’s just new. 

Whenever it’s new, means you haven’t seen it before. 



This is a “new” movement of God. And they want to put the stake 

in the ground, to say this is a new movement of the Spirit of God, coming to planet earth, in the last days and it started with the Azuza Street 

Revival. Well, we just saw their behavior. We saw the gibberish; we saw 

the so-called visions and experiences. Is any of that new? No. It’s been around for a long time, way before Azuza. I believe Azuza started in 1906 

in Los Angeles. But even then, their own movement, their Charismatic 

Movement, didn’t even understand their own history. Because the 

gibberish breaking out in America, which had been going on for a long 

time in the occult, didn’t start with Azuza, it started before then. 



Charles Parham is actually the one credited with the outbreak of 

tongues (gibberish) before Azuza. But we have seen this before. The first person, supposedly, speaking in tongues, was a lady named Agnes Ozman. 

She claimed that she was speaking in Chinese. So, again, in the beginning they said this gibberish was a known language. Now it has been recorded, 
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what she said, was written out. We have seen this before and I’m not 

making this up. Here is what she said was the gift of tongues, a new 

movement of God, pre-Azuza, and which led to Azuza. Here’s what she 

said, “lazzle lozzle logle eeenie meenie miney moe.” I am not making it 

up. And that’s supposed to be Chinese. 



One guy said,  “This is not speaking in tongues, that’s lunacy.”  

Now we will probably have a whole other study to get into the historical aspect of the modern Charismatic Movement with Azuza as we move 

forward. But let me give you a little of what was going on there. Do you think God was behind this? 



There was a guy named William Seymour who attended one of 

Parham’s schools, and he left to create the Azuza Street mission. If you really read the description of the Azuza Street services, it was bedlam. 

Anyone could get up and preach. And everyone did. Nobody stopped you 

to ask for your testimony, or to make sure you were saved. Everyone 

preached, including local witches and sorcerers, until Seymour realized 

what they were and forbid them from preaching – but they attended 

anyway - and kept doing their strange worship while the services went on. 

Everyone preached except Seymour. All Seymour did was sit down with 

his head in a crate and shout “repent!” from time to time. It almost sounds like Joseph Smith and the hat thing. Remember that? He would look in the hat, it would begin to glow, and that was the beginning of the book of 

Mormon. 



One guy said,  “I dare say that the modern Word of Faith devotee 

 would have been horrified by the actions at Azuza (including reports of kissing between unmarried persons during the service) and flee from it, instead of celebrating it.”  This gibberish speaking has been around for a long time. Now, let me explain to you, that gibberish has never been 

around. Here is the history of the legitimate gift of languages, not the fake Chinese, that has always been of the occult. 



AD 100-500: “It is significant that the gift of tongues (a known 

language) is nowhere alluded to, hinted at or even found in the Apostolic Fathers. There is no evidence of ongoing glossolalia. Early church writers such as Polycarp, Papias, Cyprian, Chrysostom, Augustine, Origen, etc., 

never mentioned the Biblical gift of tongues. Why? Because they had been withdrawn! During the first five hundred years of the church, the only  
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people who claimed to have spoken in tongues were followers of  

Montanus, who was branded a heretic. And it was gibberish, and he had a 

new word from God. They were the only people that were doing it, not the legitimate church. He also had a group called the Gnostics. The Gnostics were doing that, which you can see is practiced in the New Age movement 

today as well. They are a cult with false teachings too. 



There was a lot of people doing this gibberish, in that timeframe, 

by people who were not Christian. After Montanus went away, gibberish 

made its appearance again in the late 17th century. A group of militant 

Protestants in southern France began to prophesy, experience visions, and speak in tongues. The group was sometimes called the Cevennol prophets. 

Also, there was a group of people who were big at their inception, 

speaking in gibberish; that would be the Mormons. As a side note, do you know who also says that they speak gibberish? Not just Montanus, not just Gnostics, Mormons, but also the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Catholics, Quakers, Shakers, Seventh-day Adventists, Christian Scientist, and the Worldwide 

Church of God. Just to name a few. 



When you start to say that you have a new word from God, you 

went outside the Word of God, and you just cut yourself off at the feet. 

How are you going to witness to the Jehovah’s Witness? How are you 

going to witness to the Mormons? How are you going to witness to the 

Christian Scientist? They say they have a new revelation too. Do you see the dangers of this? The fact remains that since the canon of Scripture was completed, no genuine revival or orthodox movement has ever been led by 

people whose authority is based in any way on private revelations from 

God. Many groups have claimed to receive new revelations, but all of 

them have been fanatical, heretical, cultic, or fraudulent. 



Now let me give you some evidence, historically, that the 

Mormons are big in. In encounters of the early camp meetings, revivals, 

Mormons are rolling on the floor, putting a lot of charismatic services to shame. This is “nothing new under the sun.” This history of the Mormons 

contains extensive references to the phenomenon of speaking in tongues  



78 



by Brigham Young, Joseph Smith and many others. They were the top 

leaders and great proponents of this. The practice was soon widespread 

amongst Mormons, with many rank and file church members believing 

they were speaking the language of Adam. Today it’s the language of 

angels, but back then it was the language of Adam. That’s why it doesn’t make sense. They just make it up as they go. At the 1836 dedication of the Kirtland Temple, the dedicatory prayer asked that God grant them the gift of tongues, and at the end of the service Brigham Young spoke in tongues, another elder interpreted it, and then gave his own exhortation in tongues. 



Now why was there the gift of languages, and why was there an 

interpretation of the language? Put yourself in the Biblical usage, in the early church, when it was in function. Somebody was given a legitimate 

gift from the Holy Spirit, a gift of languages. Let’s say we all spoke 

English and all of a sudden, somebody didn’t speak the fake Chinese, but it was actually a known language. It was real Chinese, and they began to speak in this known language. Well, what is the problem with that? 

Remember, it was for the edification of the body, not for yourself. So, how does that benefit the body? Nobody speaks Chinese. So, what does God 

do? He gave somebody the gift of interpretation to supernaturally 

understand their language, that they didn’t, prior to that, understand. This person never spoke Chinese before and here comes Chinese, that’s 

supernatural. That’s from God. It was a legitimate gift. The person that never heard Chinese, suddenly understood. Now why would God want it 

interpreted? What’s the purpose of the gift? To edify the body. So, if a person gives you the interpretation in English, of the Chinese, the body was edified. That’s legitimate. It wasn’t gibberish, and then I’m just going to make up whatever I thought that gibberish was. It never was that. That’s the Biblical usage of tongues. 



Many other worship experiences in the Kirtland Temple prior to 

and after the dedication included references to people speaking and 

interpreting tongues. 



In describing the beliefs of the church in the Wentworth letter 

(1842), Joseph Smith identified a belief of the “gift of tongues” and 

“interpretation of tongues.” The practice of glossolalia by the Latter-day Saints was widespread at that time. Later they began to downplay it. 
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But wait a second. Why is yours legit, but when the Mormons did 

it, it was wrong? Why should we accept you, but not the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses when they do it? And there’s the Hindus and the New Agers, 

and the Eastern Mysticisms, and the shamanism and the people in 

witchcraft. How come you’re right and they’re wrong? Very interesting. 

Now, if this is really from the Holy Spirit, would we have to be taught 

how to do it? I think that the bulk of what we hear is not just gibberish, but people do it because it’s how they are told to do it. Here is an example of somebody teaching you how to speak in tongues (gibberish). 

Sid Roth:  “If you have never prayed in tongues? If you follow my instructions, the anointing is here to do the rest. I can’t do it for you. But I can tell you how to pray in supernatural language (gibberish). I know you don’t know what to say, just make those syllables out there. They’re the first words coming out of your spirit (gibberish). Now, do it faster, I said faster, I said faster, you can do it faster than that.” 

  Speaker:  “If this is why the Holy Spirit gives us utterance, why in the world would it ever be necessary teach people how to do it?” 



That is called, “Your commonsense comment for tonight.” Real 

quick, let’s build on that. You know why it’s common sense? Because 

that’s good Bible. This is where Paul begins the discussion of the gifts. Let me clarify before we go any further. It’s all about love. It’s not about you. 

God give the gift. And without this love – it’s a bunch of gibberish - a clanging cymbal. Don’t be like the pagans. Then he dispels the abuse they were doing with the legitimate gifts. 

I Corinthians 12:7-11: “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the 

message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the 

same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues and to still the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He  
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determines.” 



Which means you don’t have to be taught this. Which means that 

when you get saved, at the point of salvation, you are indwelt with the 

Holy Spirit. You get the Holy Spirit at salvation. And when you get the 

Holy Spirit, and you get the gifts. Granted, sometimes you have to explore to find out what He has gifted you with. And prayerfully, He will let you know. That is self-evident. But when do you get them? At Salvation. Who 

gives them? At whose direction? At whose discretion? So, what does that 

tell you? You can pray, you can sing, you can dance, you can jump up and down, you can hoot-n-holler, you can have somebody say, repeat after me, repeat after me, and it won’t make a hill of beans of a difference. Because they don’t come from you. You don’t get what you want. He gives them as 

He wills. But He did mention there were a bunch of different gifts. And we will get into them in the next chapters. 
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 Chapter Four 

———————————— 

Biblical Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 1 

As you have seen in the disclaimer, I’m not here to poke anyone in 

the eye by saying that everybody that goes to a Charismatic Church is 

involved in the occult or doing occultic things. But there is so much 

coming out of that movement, and we need to deal with them. We began 

to dispel some of those lies and myths, that the Charismatic Movement is not some Last Days special movement. We saw that it is “nothing new 

under the sun.” It’s just old-fashioned Montanism. And even the tongues 

(gibberish), that is going on today, is also “nothing new”- and the cult and the occult do that as well. 



Now, I want to make a little disclaimer. In the previous chapter, I 

was going through a list of entities dealing with the tongues issue. It was a list that included Gnostics, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Catholics, 

Quakers, Seventh Day Adventists, Christian Science, and the Worldwide 

Church of God. What I want to clarify is, not every single one of those 

necessarily speaks in tongues. What needed to be said was, that they are all, either speaking in tongues, saying that God has given another word, being interpreted, or saying they have a gift of prophecy. And this is going  
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to be the theme of this chapter. They’ll say, for example, “God told me to tell you” or “God gave me a new revelation.” But either the gift of tongues or prophecy is the basis of what they are doing. Not necessarily tongues. 

However, there are those in that list who do believe in tongues (gibberish). 

Believe it or not, we are going to even see it in Catholics. 



But now we are going to get into the Spiritual gifts, because that’s 

where we left off in the last chapter. This gibberish thing, going on, is an abuse of the gift called “The gift of tongues,” or languages. That’s all it is. 

Which is based on the context and, certainly, the Greek word. Let’s take a look at the three classic passages dealing with spiritual gifts and just see what they are and then begin to tear things apart. Unfortunately, where 

people are going wrong, typically, is with the issue of prophecy. Romans 12 is the first one and is the first section that deals with the Spiritual gifts, that we receive when we get saved. 

Romans 12:6-8: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. 

If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve, if it is teaching, let him teach, if it is encouraging, let him encourage, if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously, if it is leadership, let him govern diligently, if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” 

I Corinthians 12:4-11,28: “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

Now to each one, the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good (for the body of Christ). To one there is given through the Spirit, the message of wisdom, to another, the message of knowledge by means of 

the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another 

prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues (languages), and to still another the 

interpretation of tongues (languages).” 



What? Who gives them? You mean you don’t need a class, 

someone to instruct you and tell you how to do it? No, He is the One Who  
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gives them to each one. 

I Corinthians 12:4-11,28 cont.: “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines. 



Who determines? You can take a class, jump up and down, grunt 

and groan, pray and fast all you want. It doesn’t matter. The Holy Spirit is the One Who distributes the gifts. 

I Corinthians 12:4-11,28 cont.: “And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of 

miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of 

tongues.” 



Now, what you are basically seeing is a combination of spiritual 

gifts and certain offices. You are looking at gifts and then gifted men. 

There is a distinction. I want to bring that out, because some people get things all messed up. 

Ephesians 4:11: “It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers.” 



If you’ve heard the term before, “Five-Fold Ministry,” this is 

where it comes from. But it actually needs to be the “Four-Fold Ministry,” 

because of the conjunction there; “and,” in the Greek, basically says that they are squished together. It’s pastor, that is, teacher - meaning if you are a pastor, you have to have the gift of teaching. Now is that not a problem today? You see a lot of people, who say they have been called to be a 

pastor, but they don’t have the gift of teaching. As one guy said, “Go stack chairs. Go do something else. Because that ain’t working.” 



The spiritual gifts identified in Romans 12 are prophesying, 

serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, and mercy. The list in I Corinthians 12:4-11 includes the word of wisdom, the word of 

knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing  
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between spirits, speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues. The list in I Corinthians 12:28 includes healing, helping, government, and diversities of tongues. And then we saw the offices of apostles, the 

prophets, evangelists and the pastor/teachers. 



But the big question we have, as we break this apart, is spiritual 

gifts and the offices broke down. That will make sense when you 

understand why you need to distinguish those two. Because I believe that there is a blurring of the lines there, in the Charismatic Movement, or just with other people, in general. 



The question is, when do we get the gifts? Here’s the gifts, but 

when do we get them? Well, you get them at salvation, when you get the 

Holy Spirit, who dwells in you. Take a look at this. 

Narrator:  “When and how do we receive the Holy Spirit?  The Apostle Paul clearly taught that we receive the Holy Spirit the moment we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior.”   

I Corinthians 12:13: “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body – whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free – and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” 

Narrator:  “Romans 8:9 tells us that if a person does not possess the Holy Spirit, he or she does not belong to Christ. You, however, are controlled, not by the sinful nature, but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. 

 And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. Ephesians 1:13-14 teaches us that the Holy Spirit is the seal of salvation for those who believe.”  

Ephesians 1:13-14: “Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our  

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to 

the praise of His glory.” 

Narrator:  “These three passages make it clear that the Holy Spirit is received at the moment of salvation. Paul could not say that we were all baptized by one Spirit, and all given one Spirit to drink, if not all the  
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 Corinthian believers possessed the Holy Spirit. Romans 8:9 is even stronger, stating that if a person does not have the Spirit, he does not belong to Christ. Therefore, the possession of the Spirit is an identifying factor of the possession of salvation. 

  Further, the Holy Spirit could not be the seal of salvation, if He is not received at the moment of salvation. Many Scriptures make it abundantly clear that our salvation is secured the moment we receive Christ as our Savior. This discussion is controversial, because the ministries of the Holy Spirit are often confused. The receiving/indwelling of the Spirit occurs at the moment of salvation. The filling of the Spirit is an ongoing process in the Christian life. 

  While we hold that the baptism of the Spirit also occurs at the moment of salvation, some Christians do not. This sometimes results in the baptism of the Spirit being confused with receiving the Spirit as an act subsequent to salvation. 

  In conclusion, how do we receive the Holy Spirit? We receive the Holy Spirit simply by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior. When we do receive the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit becomes our permanent 

 possession, the moment we believe.” 



And then that is when you get the gift. So, when do you get the 

gifts? At the same time as you get the Spirit, which is right at the moment that you get saved. Now, notice that he brought out that there’s some 

confusion there. He talked about receiving the Holy Spirit at the time of salvation, but then the Bible uses another term, baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

Now, some would say that that is two totally different events. No, they are talking about one and the same thing. Baptizing in the Holy Spirit is 

 “baptize,”  which means “to be placed, immersed into.” That’s why they are immersed “into” the water. Like a ship that was sunk, it was baptizo’d, it was immersed completely under the water. That’s why we hold to that, 

instead of sprinkling, on the baptism issue. But that is what it means. To be  
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placed into. So, how do we know it’s the same event as the moment you 

receive the Holy Spirit? It’s when you get placed into Christ. When does the Holy Spirit get placed into you? When you are baptized in the Holy 

Spirit. It’s synonymous. 



People in the Charismatic Movement want to say, no, this is a 

second work. And then they confuse the other one, that’s called the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit or the infilling of the Spirit. I’m not a big fan of that word, even in English. And most translations, that is what they 

have. But it’s really not going on in the Greek. A better understanding 

would be, “under the control of.” For instance, if a person filled himself with alcohol, what’s going to happen? You are under the control of, under the influence of, alcohol. That is why Paul said, “Don’t be filled with 

wine, be filled with the Spirit.” What’s he talking about? Don’t be under the control of wine, be under the control of the Spirit. What he is talking about is a daily thing that we are under the control of, the infilling of the Spirit. It’s a daily procedure. It’s our walk with Jesus Christ. That’s what Paul is saying in Galatians 5, when he talks about the benefits of when you walk, you live, you keep in step with the Spirit. When you walk, you allow Him to control you. As you live, He controls you. As you saw, when it says to keep in step - a military term - it means, when He takes a step, you take a step. You are in tandem with Him. Because He is the One Who 

is controlling you. That’s what it means, and that’s the daily thing. 



But because they confuse this terminology, they want to split it and 

make it into this second work. There is no second work. When you got 

saved, you got the Holy Spirit. When you got saved, you’re baptized in the Holy Spirit. You’re placed in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is placed into you. 

You were baptized in the Holy Spirit. It’s a one, same-time event. From 

that day forward, the challenge is not to get more of the Holy Spirit, 

because you have already got Him. It’s the Holy Spirit getting more of 

you, as you yield to Him every day. That’s what he’s talking about. But 

people get that confused with the Charismatic Movement, and they want 

to make this into a secondary work. 



Now, why would they say, this is a second work? Because, getting 

back to the gibberish that they call tongues, they say that you need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. They say, I know you’re saved, but now you  

need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit, with the evidence that you  
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experienced with this “second blessing,” or whatever term they want to 

use, is that you start speaking forth in tongues (gibberish). No, that’s not legitimate. It’s a one-time event. What they will use as a proof text is to go to the Book of Acts, and they will bring up passages and say, “These 

people were Christians and professed Christ. But they didn’t receive the Spirit until after the Apostles showed up, and then they received the Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.” 



First of all, you have to understand that the Book of Acts is a 

transitional book. They were transitioning from the Old Testament, the Old Covenant, to the New Testament or the New Covenant. They were living 

this thing in action, live. You and I have 2,000 years of hindsight to look back and see, “Oh, that’s how it worked.” But that was then, when the 

Church was born, Acts chapter 2. As we are going to see, not all gifts, not all offices, including the apostles, function for today. Because it was for a special time, to validate the new message, the New Covenant. Because 

you have to put it into context. The first Church was made up of Jews. So, here comes these new guys on the scene, and they talk about this guy who people had heard about that was crucified and killed. And all of a sudden, they say, “No, He’s alive. And, by the way, we no longer need to follow 

the Law. It’s by the Spirit of God.” And they say, “What?” 



So, what method does God use to validate that you are switching 

from the old to the new? It’s nothing new. He’s done this before. He 

validates that message with signs, wonders, and miracles from the 

apostles. The Greek word, “Apostolos,”  means “one sent forth with a mission.” So, the Apostles were sent forth on a mission to begin to 

proclaim this new revelation of the New Covenant, and the people said, 

“Yeah, right, buddy.” So, that’s why they had to have supernatural powers at that time, to heal people and to do things of that nature. Even the 

legitimate gift of tongues, languages, was not a sign for believers. It was a sign for unbelievers, the Jewish people. Even that is being abused today. 

But people say it validates that this has got to be true, because of the miracles that were being done. 



Jesus did the same thing. He wasn’t the first one to come on the 

scene saying that He was the Messiah. So, how did He prove His 

Messiahship? He did miracles. It’s the same thing with the early church. 
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Now, let’s go back to Acts chapter 2. Why was there, initially, a delay when someone professed Christ as Savior, and then, all of a sudden, the apostles show up, and then they received the Holy Spirit? It wasn’t 

because it was a second work. It was because they were going there to 

validate, now that you’re moving. Because this is a transitional book, Acts chapter 2 is in Jerusalem, and now they are going out to the Gentiles. The Jewish person would say, “The Gentiles can be saved? Now you’re 

blowing it.” How does God validate that it is for one and all? Jew and 

Gentile? 



We read all of this later, but Acts is reading it live. So, they go to 

the Gentiles, and when the apostles show up to validate what it really is, God shows that it’s true by the different tongues. After the message is 

validated, do you ever see anything of that nature? No, it becomes 

solidified. Now, when somebody gets saved, you immediately get the 

Holy Spirit. You’re baptized. You’re infilled with the Holy Spirit, because the message doesn’t need to be validated. The message has been validated for 2,000 years - it’s what we call the New Testament - as well as the 

offices and certain gifts. They’re not in function, because we don’t need those gifts, assigned gifts, to validate the new message. 



That’s why all of this confusion is going on with the gifts. Now, 

you and I would say that there are certain gifts that are not in function. 

You can’t say that God can’t perform a miracle. Nobody’s saying that. The question is, which gifts are in function today? The charismatics would say, it’s everything. “If it’s in the Bible and you could do it then, you can do it now.” So, we are going to put that to the test. 



The second question is, it’s not just when we get them, but who 

gives them. Now we saw in I Corinthians 11 and 12, He gives them as He wills. The Holy Spirit gives them. I can’t say it enough. As we saw last time, the guy was trying to instruct people in speaking in tongues 

(gibberish). Excuse me. If this is a true gift from the Holy Spirit, why do you need to be taught? That’s not how it works. Besides, you can jump up and down, take a class, do what you want, it ain’t going to happen. It  

ain’t going to change anything. Because you got the gifts, when? The 

moment you got saved, if you’re a true, born-again Christian. And number  
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two, it wasn’t determined by you. “But I want this one!” Isn’t that the 

problem? In Corinth, as we are going to see, this is why Paul is writing the letter. “It ain’t about you, man. You better be thankful for the gifts that God has given you and use them.” 



Now, what about those who say, “Oh, yeah, I’m supposed to just 

be happy with what I got at salvation? Doesn’t the Scripture say in I 

Corinthians 12, you are to eagerly desire the greater gifts?” Now, this needs to be dispelled. 

I Corinthians 12:29-31: “Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?” 



No, but some groups, as we are going to see in the charismatic 

community, would say that if you don’t have the gift of tongues - which 

isn’t a language anyway, it’s gibberish. But they say, if you don’t have it, you’re not saved. How could that be true, when Paul says, not all have 

that? And he’s speaking to the Church. How can people look down on you 

and say, “Well, you just aren’t like me. You can’t do this gibberish thing. 

Because I got this second blessing, and it just popped out.” If it’s so  

important, how come we all don’t have it? Is God playing favorites? 

That’s not what God says. He doesn’t play favorites. Scripture says, there is no favoritism with God. 

I Corinthians 12:29-31 cont.: “Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts.” 



Again, like the issue with the filling (which means under the 

control of), filling gives you the idea that you are lacking something, and you need more. That’s not what the Word says. It’s the same thing going 

on here. The verb tensing is wrong. How it literally should read, and this is no abuse of the text. It’s literally what the Greek says. It reads, “you are eagerly desiring the greater gifts.” What’s going on here is that it’s not a command to do, to eagerly desire the greater gifts. Paul is pointing out the problem, which is why he is even writing this section. You are eagerly  
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desiring the gifts. Paul’s whole point is, how can you eagerly desire the gifts, if you aren’t the one that determines them? He just said earlier who gives them, the Holy Spirit. So, if this is what he’s saying, why would he say to eagerly desire them? It won’t change a thing, because it’s up to the Spirit. And if the gifts are for the common good, as we clearly saw, then why would Paul say, “You try to get that other one and try to outdo your brothers and sisters in Christ?” 



That’s not what he is saying. It’s an unfortunate translation. What 

he is pointing out is their problem: “but you are eagerly desiring the 

greater gifts.” It’s the verb tensing of what is going on there. He’s pointing out their problem. If you look at the next chapter, I Corinthians 13, what is that? It’s the love chapter. And what is he talking about there? He’s talking about the context, before he gets to 14. The abuse of the one gift - 

the sign gift, the gift of languages - he’s saying, let me show you a more excellent way. Love. Take the gift that God gave you with salvation, for the common good, and use it. He said, “You know what your problem is, 

Corinth? You are eagerly desiring the so-called greater gifts.” That’s 

what’s going on in the text. It’s an actual rebuke from Paul. But it’s twisted today to be a command to do it. No, it’s not. 



Now, question number three is, how do you know? I have shared 

this sometimes in marital counseling sessions and say, “Hey, guys. I don’t know if you get tired of that mind reading game that couples play.” Do 

you ever do that? Where they think you are absolutely God Himself, who 

knows what people are thinking. No couples ever do that, right? “If you 

love me, you should know.” No, they don’t know. But I say, “Hey, you 

want to just cut to the chase? Here’s just one simple technique. If you want to avoid all that hassle, here’s just one technique.” Why are they getting upset? Why aren’t they getting along? What can I do to fix this or what do we need to change? Here it is. Ready? And you don’t have to buy a book 

for this. ASK THEM! There you go. 



So, how do you know what gift you have? Ask God! I call that a 

no-brainer prayer. If anybody wants to know what gift He has given you, 

wouldn’t He know. Oh no, He’s up there snickering and saying, “Watch 

this. I’ll wait another five years. I’ll never tell them. I’ll just give them hints, here and there.” Are you kidding me? Ask Him. And I think that’s  
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half the problem. Christians aren’t even asking what gifts they have. And you know why? Their mindset, when it comes to the Church, isn’t to 

serve. It’s “serve me.”  It’s twisted. The reason we come together is for the edification of the body. Everybody should have something to offer. And 

when everybody comes in with that attitude of serving with the gifts that God supernaturally gave you, that’s when the body is functioning. It’s 

awesome. I don’t even think a lot of Christians even ask. It’s that self-service mentality. 



Now, let me give you a couple other hints. Sometimes I think it is 

something called self-evident. You might go. “Wow, that wasn’t there 

before.” Let me give you a couple of examples. Right after I was saved, 

one of the gifts that I got was encouragement. It was self-evident. It was something that was not there before. Suddenly, I had this desire. While 

talking, I would always want to encourage people. But encourage them in 

what? “You need to be a better you, to build your self-esteem.” No, it was in the Word of God. Where did that come from? Literally, it was like 

Captain Positive. That wasn’t there before. That is the gift of 

encouragement. That was self-evident, because it was just popping out. 



That’s how you find out. Number one is prayer; number two is 

self-evident. The second one is self-exploration. In other words, you have to try. Sitting on the pew in your blessed assurance, you’re probably not going to find out. You need to get your feet wet. You need to try. Although I have heard, “Apparently nobody in the universe has been given the gift of serving in the nursery.” That is one that is always a challenge, it seems. 

How do you know, if you don’t try? The old saying, “Which is easier to 

steer? The car parked in the driveway or the one driving down the road.” 

You’re not at your destination yet, but at least you’re moving. Sometimes God will steer you to where that gift is, if you just get out of the pew and do something. Try something, and if that doesn’t work, “I quit. I tried one time to work with the third graders, and I just about had a lawsuit because, that kid just wouldn’t listen.” 



So, maybe that’s just not your gift. “I quit. I’ve been sitting here 

for 20 years.” No, move on to the next one. Because if you are a born-

again Christian, you have a gift. Listen, the body of Christ is being robbed, because you will be a half-baked, unsatisfied Christian, until you get busy doing what God saved you for. You are not just saved (Ephesians 2:8-9)  
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by grace, through grace, but He saved us for the good works He prepared 

for us in advance, for us to do - the works that He gave us when we got 

saved. You are going to be restless, until you do what God has gifted you to do. 



Another one is self-equipping. In other words, you have got the 

gift, but it needs to be equipped. And that’s an easy one, at least it was in what I went through - teaching. Teaching was sort of self-evident. Nine 

months after I got saved was my first opportunity to serve, and that was to co-teach. I just had this knack, and I didn’t know that much of Scripture. It had only been nine months since I had been saved, but I had the ability to look at the Scripture, and put it in logical order, and that was never there before. So, there was evidence of that from the get-go. But that particular gift is one that you want to get discipled in, to be teaching the Word of God. Even the great apostle Paul. Did he hit the road right away? God let him spend some time in Arabia, and then he came out with his ministry. I believe sometimes there is an equipping process. 



But the big question is, are you even asking? Are you getting your 

feet wet? Are you even trying? Just because you almost choked that third grader, you quit. Do something. Don’t quit until you find out, because you are always going to be restless. But here’s the issue. I think some people get ahead of the course. They want to be that pastor, and it could be a pride or an arrogance thing; but if you’re not “called to ministry,” get out of here. Do yourself and your potential church a favor and get out of there. 

Because you will get chewed alive. This had better be a supernatural work of God or you will fall flat on your face. I believe some people put 

themselves in that position, because it’s the same problem that the 

Corinthians had. They eagerly desired “the greater gifts.” They were 

missing the point. Just do what God wants you to do. “Oh no, I just have to be the pastor. I have to be the one in charge of this ministry.” If you don’t have the gift of teaching, you are disqualified. “But, but, but I like to talk.” I actually had a guy say that one time during the men’s Bible study. 

He was an older gentleman, who was getting ready to retire. He had been a Christian for a while. He had really never been discipled, but he was 

making great headway. So, he comes in and says, “Hey, I just wanted you  

to know that I think I’ve got a plan. I’m going to retire here soon, and I  
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think I want to go into the ministry. I want to be a pastor.” I’m thinking, wow, he’s going to get signed up in Bible College, and he’s going to get some training. He says with a stone-cold face, “Oh, no. Because after all, I like to talk.” 



But how many times do you see people that may be a pastor, they 

may be a Sunday School teacher, but you know what they don’t have? 

They don’t have the gift of teaching. And it shows, doesn’t it? They are so sloppy with the Scripture; you have false teaching all over it. Some people say they want to be a counselor. “I want to help Christians, people in 

need.” But they don’t have the gift of mercy or encouragement. And you 

go to them for counseling, and you feel worse than when you went in 

there. That’s not their gift, so get out of there. 



We suffer in the Church from what I call, “warm body syndrome.” 

It’s when somebody comes up and says, “Hey, you need some help in the 

Sunday School class? I’ll do it.” Ok, sign them up. You didn’t talk to 

them. You don’t even know if they are saved or if they even have the gift. 

What are you doing? “Well, so-and-so owns a business. Let’s put them in 

charge of the finances.” That doesn’t mean that they are honest or that they are even saved. But they know how to work a calculator. It’s called the 

“warm body syndrome.” Does anybody have a pulse? Ok, put them in 

there. And that is when you really get into trouble in churches. 



The next question is, what are the gifts? Basically, the gifts are in 

two categories. One is the permanent, the ones that are in function today. 

And the other one is temporary or sign gifts. They were given as a sign to validate this new revelation, i.e., the New Testament. Once it’s been 

validated, you don’t need it anymore. You can further break that down into a couple different categories. You have people who believe in 

“continuationism,” meaning they believe all the gifts continue. That is the charismatic approach. Or you have cessationism, meaning the gifts have 

ceased. That’s what you and I would say. Not all of them, but some of the gifts have ceased. 



The first gift is prophecy, as mentioned in Romans 12.  Now this is where it gets very confusing with the charismatic church. They try to 

blend a gift with an office, and they get it wrong. The gift of prophecy, 



94 



 “propheteia”  means “speaking forth a discourse from Divine inspiration,” 

declaring the purposes of God, whether by reproving and admonishing the 

wicked, or comforting the afflicted. It is declaring the divine will to 

interpret the purposes of God or to make known, in any way, the truth of God that is designed to influence people.” 



So, who would be the person today who would have the gift of 

prophecy, based on the Greek definition? It would be the pastor/teacher. 

Because what is the pastor/teacher doing? A pastor/teacher who declares 

the Bible can be considered a “prophesier,” in that he is speaking for the counsel of God. It means, simply preaching. Preaching God’s Word. That’s all it means. This is where people get into prophecy. They think prophecy is foretelling the future. No, they are telling, proclaiming God’s truth. The gift of prophecy is not one that foretells the future. It does not mean they are reading a crystal ball. It just means the gift of teaching. Now, here is where they make a double mistake. Not only is it to declare God’s Word - 

not to foretell the future, and certainly not a new word - but there is a gift of prophecy, and there is an office/ministry called a prophet. 



These are two different things. If you don’t get this right, you’re in 

really big trouble, because you will mesh them all together in Scripture.  

It’s wrong.  I Corinthians 12:28 shows us the difference. In verse 10 of Chapter 12, it says, “prophecy is a gift.” In verse 28, it says, “And God hath set some apostles, some prophets and some teachers in the church.” 

That’s not a gift; that’s an office. One is a gift, and one is an office. One is a gift given to a person, and the other is an office, which a man upholds. In verse 10, you have the gift of prophecy. In verse 8 you have the office of a Prophet. They are radically, completely different. Now, that’s just looking at the Bible. They are not one and the same. 



That’s why I also had you read Ephesians 4, what is called the 

five-fold ministry, when it’s actually four-fold, because in that text it’s speaking of the offices and not the gift, apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor/teacher. You have evangelists, you have pastors/teachers, but you don’t have, in function today, apostles or prophets. Because the role of the apostles and the prophets was to declare the new teaching, and the new 

teaching is all recorded for us. So, do we need those offices anymore? No. 
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Again, apostle means  “Apostolos,”  one sent forth on a commission. What is the commission? The commission is to declare that we are moving from 

the Old Covenant to the New Covenant. “So, I’m going to give you 

supernatural gifts, because no one is basically going to believe you. In fact, I’m going to give you specific gifts, just for the Jewish people, 

tongues/languages, but they’re still not going to listen.” But He did it to validate the message. So, since we have the message validated for us, why would we need those offices? 



Now, do we still need people to evangelize? Yes. Do we still need, 

pastor/teachers? Yes. Because they are not telling us something new. They are just telling you what’s already there. Do you see the difference? That’s all it is. But the Charismatic Movement says, “Oh no, it’s everything, all goes, all gifts, all offices.” Someone might say, “Apostle so-and-so is 

coming to town. Their minister is a prophet or prophetess, and they’ve got a new word from God. They had this dream.” That’s an abuse of what’s 

really going on in the text. 



The Bible also says, in Ephesians 2:20, that the Church is built on, not only the foundation of Jesus Christ, but it was built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. But if the apostles and the prophets were the foundation of the Church and you say, they are continuing today, does that mean we are still building on that foundation? Does that mean that we still have a new revelation coming? Does that mean that we need to record a new, New Testament?  No. But that’s the problem. These people are 

saying that there is an apostle today, there is a prophet - not a 

 “propheteia,”  a pastor who is just declaring God’s Word. We are talking a new word, and then if this is really true, then why aren’t you recording a new, New Testament? Because that’s what those offices were for. 



Now, believe it or not, unfortunately there are some that would 

want to say that this is a new thing from God, and we need to heed to that, as if it was the actual Word of God, the Bible. It’s crazy, but that is where it’s getting today. So, the gift of prophecy and the prophet are two different things. They belong to a special call, for a special time in history. The first century Church was then called the Apostolic era. There are no prophets 

today. There are no apostles today. 
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Some would say, “Well, if it was good for then; it’s good for today. 

I mean, it’s in the Bible.” Well, yeah, the Bible does record for us all kinds of things, but that doesn’t mean it’s for today. It doesn’t mean it’s a good thing to do. Did you know that the Bible records that Judas went and hung himself? “The Bible says it. Let’s go.” Context, context, context. Did you know that the Jewish people actually had this system, that when they  

sinned, they had to kill an animal for the forgiveness of their sins? It’s in the Bible. Why aren’t we doing that today? Because that was for them, at that time. So, just because it’s in the Bible, doesn’t mean it’s always 

available. But that’s what people do. They cherry pick. They are mixing 

and mashing. You can’t do that. 



Those who would say that the gifts continue, there is no Scriptural 

evidence of certain gifts or offices being true. Let me give you just a 

couple of them. We could turn to I Corinthians 13:10 and say again that this is the issue of when Scripture was being validated, the New 

Testament. It was needed. But now that it’s complete, we don’t need it 

anymore. 

I Corinthians 13:8: “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled, where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.” 



Our camp would say, “Well, what is that perfection? That would be 

the completed work of the Scripture in the New Testament, the New 

Covenant that we are relying and staying upon.” You have to remember 

that those people were living it live, and it needed to be validated with these miracles, so people would believe. So, now that it is completed, 

recorded, why do you need this anymore? Another verse is: 

II Corinthians 12:12: “The things that mark an apostle – sign, wonders, and miracles – were done among you with great perseverance.” 



Again, we would say that certain gifts and the offices, the healings 

and the prophecies, foretelling the future, and miracles were limited to the time of the apostles, because, again, the purpose of that was to validate  
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their message, so that the people would believe. But again, people will say, 

“If it was good for then, it’s still good for today.” Now, let me give you some specific examples, where God gives people supernatural giftings for a specific time, temporarily, to validate the message. Let’s go back to 

Moses. Moses had a couple of tricks up his sleeve. 



Why would God give Moses supernatural abilities? He’s on the 

backside of the desert for 40 years, and all of a sudden, he shows up and says, “Hey, I had a vision. I spoke to God in a burning bush. Come follow me out to this desert. Let my people go!” They think, “Yeah right. You 

better get away from that burning bush.” How are they going to believe 

him? What did God do? He could put his hand into his cloak and then pull it out and leprosy. Why did God do that? It was something supernatural, so people would pay attention. Maybe it’s true. Maybe it did come from 

God.” It was to validate the message. He could throw down his staff and it turned into a snake. Why did God do that? Because that would make for a 

great show. It would bring in the crowd. No, it was because this guy that they hadn’t seen in 40 years, he even murdered a guy. And now he’s back 

with a burning bush, and they’re supposed to believe him? God does His 

miracles and they believed. The miracles were signs to validate His 

message. 



Do people do that today? No, we don’t even think about it. Do you 

ever hear of a church being advertised, where the guy can put his hand in his jacket and out comes leprosy? You never hear that one. How come, if 

it’s good for then; it’s good for today. How come they’re not doing that one? Or how come they’re not throwing sticks down, and they are turning 

into snakes? If it was good for then, it must be good for today. No, it was a temporary, miraculous event to validate the message from God, for man, at that time. 



Here’s another one. How about Elijah and Elisha, the prophets who 

were declaring God’s truth. At that time, Israel was surrounded by people who were prophets. They would tell people whatever they wanted to hear. 

So here comes these guys who are telling them the complete opposite. No, God’s mad at you and you need to repent, or destruction is coming if you don’t. They didn’t believe anything would happen to the temple. So, what  
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does God do? He gives them supernatural signs. How many would like the 

ability to make an axe head float, once it’s sank in the water? I think of all the golf balls in the lakes. You make them float, gather them up in the 

thousands, sell them at a cut-rate price, and you could buy a new van. That would be awesome. I’d love to have that gift. They also had the ability, at times, that the jug of oil and jar of flour never went dry. Now wouldn’t you like one of those for your gas tank? Why don’t we have that for 

today? If it was good for them then, it should be good for today. 



It was the same thing with Jesus. He did all these miracles. If it 

was good for then, it should be good for today. The Charismatic 

Movement today - how come you can’t walk on the water? It’s in the 

Bible. If it was good for then, why isn’t it good for today? The ability was given to Jesus to validate that He was the Messiah. Go one step further. 

Why did the apostles and the prophets, in the beginning, have these 

supernatural powers? Watch this. To validate the message, a person is 

instantly healed. Why? Because it was to validate the message. By then, 

Jesus had just died. Who was going to believe them? And on top of that, 

the Jewish community was told that they were moving from the Old 

Covenant to the New. So, all that is recorded for us in the Scripture, it’s all qualified. The dust is settled, so to speak. So, guess what? You don’t need it anymore. That’s the difference that is going on there. 

I Corinthians 14:22: “Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for believers, not for unbelievers.” 



But wait a second. You say, everybody has to have this. Paul is 

saying, not everybody does and now we’re being told that the purpose 

really wasn’t even for the Church. Acts 2, when they began speaking legitimate languages, who was it assigned to? All the Jewish people 

coming to Jerusalem. It was a sign to them. So, how can you say, it’s for us today? It’s not. Not only are you abusing it, but it has never been 

gibberish. It’s a language, and you are taking it out of context by saying, everybody has to have it, when Paul says, no. That particular gift is what you call a sign gift. It was never for the Church. That was their problem. 

“You are eagerly desiring the greater gifts. You know, the showy ones. Let me show you the excellent one, it’s love. You’re missing the whole point. 
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Get busy using what God has given to you.” 



Why did God give the gift of tongues as a sign gift? We get that 

from I Corinthians 14 and he is quoting Isaiah. 

I Corinthians 14:21: “In the Law it is written, ‘Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people but even then, they will not listen to me.’ Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers, but for unbelievers, prophecy however is for believers 

(pastors/teachers), not for unbelievers.” 



Do you see the difference there? I’m just quoting Scripture. He’s 

quoting Isaiah and what had been prophesied. 

Isaiah 28:11-12: “Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues God will speak to this people, to whom He said, ‘This is the resting place, let the weary rest,’ and, ‘This is the place of repose.’ – but they would not listen.” 



So, again, a triple’ no.’ With the gift of tongues, it’s not gibberish, 

it’s not for everyone, and it was never meant for the Church. It was a sign for the Jewish people, but it was a temporary one. The message was 

validated. 



Let me give you one more. If, in fact, the legitimate gift of 

languages was available for today, then there would be no need for 

missionaries to attend language school. Why would they be wasting their 

time with that. How long does it take, going to language school before 

they can get out into the field? “Just get out there.” If it’s up to you and the charismatic community, if you can pray and take a class and you can get 

somebody to teach you how to speak in languages, missionaries would be 

able to travel to any country and speak any language as fluently as the 

apostles were able to speak to them. So, why aren’t they doing that today? 

Because that’s not what it was for. 



Also, the miracle gift of healing, as we see in Scripture, that was 

done by Jesus, was done by the apostles. Why? To validate the message. 

The message is validated, and we don’t need it for today. If, in  

fact, that were the case and something for always and for all time, even  
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with Paul, who did have that gift, but eventually ... Listen to this. 



Paul did raise Eutychus from the dead (Acts 20:9-12), but he did 

not heal Epaphroditus (Philippians 2:25-27),  Trophimus (II Timothy 4:20), Timothy (I Timothy 5:23), or even himself (II Corinthians 12:7-9). Was the reason for Paul’s failure because he lost the gift? Or he didn’t have enough faith? As some people would say today.  Frankly, if people 

have the gift of healing, why aren’t they in every single hospital, every infirmary, in the Name of Jesus Christ? Now, wouldn’t that be a purpose to be used today. But that’s not what they are doing. “You need to come to 

me, pay $50 bucks a head,” - who knows how much they charge - to come 

to my supposed healing conference.” And you know what their backup 

plan is? When you don’t get healed, which is what happens, it’s your fault. 

You didn’t have enough faith. It’s a racket. Ok, so are all the gifts for today? No, I think we have made that case. Look at this video clip. 

Pastor Nelson:  “First it is important to recognize that this is not a question of whether or not God still performs miracles today. It would be foolish and unbiblical to claim that God does not heal people, speak to people, and perform miraculous signs and wonders today. The question is whether the miraculous gifts of the Spirit described primarily in I 

 Corinthians 12-14 are still active in the Church today. This is also, not the question of, can the Holy Spirit give someone a miraculous gift? The question is whether the Holy Spirit still dispenses miraculous gifts today. 

 Above all else, we entirely recognize that the Holy Spirit is free to dispense gifts, according to His will – I Corinthians 12:7-11. In the Book of Acts and other epistles, the vast majority of miracles are performed by the apostles and their close associates. Paul gives us the reason why.” 

II Corinthians 12:12: “The things that mark an apostle – signs, wonders, and miracles – were done among you with great perseverance.” 

Pastor Nelson:  “If every believer in Christ was equipped with the ability to perform signs, wonders and miracles, then signs, wonders and miracles could in no way be the identifying marks of an apostle. Acts 2:22 tells us that Jesus was accredited by miracles, wonders and signs. Similarly, the  
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 apostles were marked as genuine messengers from God, by the miracles they performed. Acts 14:3 describes the gospel message being confirmed by the miracles Paul and Barnabus performed. The primary purpose of the miraculous gifts was to prove that the gospel was true and that the 

 apostles were truly God’s messengers.”  



Well, there you go. We’re not saying that God can’t heal 

somebody, if He wants to. Of course, He can. We’re not saying that He 

can’t perform a miracle. He can do whatever He wants to do. What we are 

saying is that when it comes to certain offices, like the apostle or the prophet telling a new revelation, or certain gifts, like the gift of legitimate languages - which were not for the Church, but a sign for the Jewish 

people - and certain gifts that had miraculous powers to heal every single time, etc., those are not in function today. Because just like with Moses, just like Elijah and Elisha and the prophets, just like Jesus, and just like the apostles of the early Church, they were given at a special time for a special season to validate a new revelation from God. That’s it. 



And this is why Christians should be wary of those, who claim to 

have a new message from God. And that is the heartbeat of the 

Charismatic Movement. It’s a new revelation from God. It’s one thing to 

say, “I had an interesting dream last night.” But it’s quite another matter to say, “God gave me a dream last night, and you must obey it.” “I was 

sitting there in a lotus position, and somebody threw a Snickers, and it hit me in the head. My eye started to twitch, and I had this vision. I saw 

America burning with fire and I saw …” This happens every single year. 

“God told me to tell you that Las Vegas is going to burn. It’s going to burn from a nuclear bomb.” I have heard that every year, since I’ve been here. 

Every year. It’s supposed to happen that year. 



The lost see this. And that just makes our job, who don’t go into 

that realm, because it’s unbiblical, much harder. The lost doesn’t know the difference between those charismatic, extremist people and a more 

Biblical Christian. No, we get lumped in together. And they look at us as one of those. This is the problem we are facing today. No utterance of man should be considered equal to or above the written Word of God. We must 

hold to the Word that God has already given and commit ourselves to the  
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classic phrase,  “sola scriptura,”  meaning “Scripture alone.” There is no new revelation coming. This is it, it’s all we need. 



You hear me saying this all the time. Since when is the Bible not 

good enough? Since when do I need to go to prophet so-and-so, apostle 

this or apostle that, blah, blah, blah? Because they had a new vision or a new dream, whatever. You saw the one lady shaking her head. Really? 

And I’m supposed to listen to that? As, “thus saith the Lord”? What is 

going on here? The danger is that now you are outside the scope of 

Scripture. And this involves a category, that the Bible does talk about, included in the Last Days, false prophets. There are so many false 

prophets, false teachers, in the Church today. Not only because the Bible, that we are told to stick with, says it’s going to happen, but because in the Last Days we have the rise in this Charismatic Movement that says those 

gifts, that are no longer in function, are in function. And therefore, they say, you have to listen to them. And they are spouting forth false 

prophecies. That’s the sad irony. 



In the next chapter we are going to see examples of modern-day, in 

the Church, from the Charismatic Movement, people who consider 

themselves functioning as an office of a prophet. The problem is the 

interchanging of the gift of prophecy and the office of a prophet as one and the same. And they’re not. And one is not even in function. These will be people you will see with your own eyes, and they are saying, “God told me to tell you.” And we are going to put it to the test. 
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 Chapter Five 

———————————— 

Biblical Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 2 

Unfortunately, there’s so much stuff coming out of the Charismatic 

Movement that’s not good. We need to deal with that, certainly in the Last Days. Also, when it comes to the Charismatic Movement, it’s nothing new, just old-fashioned Montanism that’s been around for a while. It’s just been repackaged in these Last Days. And as far as speaking in gibberish, that’s also nothing new. The cult entities - New Age, Hinduism, Spiritism, 

African Spiritism - they all do the same thing. That’s nothing new. 



We began to deal with the real gifts, the spiritual gifts, mentioned 

in the Bible. In the last chapter, we looked at four different questions:  

•  When do you get the gifts? At salvation. A permanent indwelling. 

•  Who gives the gifts of the Spirit? The Holy Spirit. 

•  How do you identify the gifts? You can pray and ask God. It’s self-

evident. Sometimes you have to explore, try some things out, and 

sometimes the gift needs to be equipped. It may take some time, 

like with the gift of teaching, etc. 

•  What are the gifts of the Spirit? We saw passages in the Bible 

where they are dealing with the gifts: Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4. 
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We began with the 1st gift, which was prophecy. Now the gift of 

prophecy was not declaring a new word. It’s not foretelling the future, like with a crystal ball. It’s simply declaring God’s revealed truth. Now where has God revealed His truth for us? Right here in the Scriptures. So, who would be the person who has the legitimate gift of prophecy today? It 

would be a pastor, somebody who’s teaching the Bible from the Bible, 

God’s already declared Word. 



Now, that’s the problem that we saw with the Charismatic 

Movement. There are two different positions when it comes to the gifts of the Spirit. They would say continuationism, basically, all the gifts and all the offices that were mentioned - the prophets, evangelists, and 

pastors/teachers, - remember it’s not five-fold, it’s four-fold with the pastor/teacher - they would say, all of those continue today. We would be cessationists. There are certain offices, like an apostle, like a prophet, and certain gifts, like the gift of languages, that are not continuing today. Why? 

Because “We just don’t understand this new movement and spirit of God 

in the last days.” No, because based on the Scripture and based on the 

context, we see that they are no longer needed. That’s why they were 

temporary. 



For instance, an apostle was an  “Apostolos,”  in the Greek. One 

who is sent forth on a commission. What were the apostles commissioned 

to do? To go tell the people about the New Covenant that has now started with Jesus. What does a prophet do? They go out and declare a new 

revelation from God. Do we have a new revelation now that we need to 

record? And do we need to go tell people about the New Covenant, as if 

there’s something new? No, it’s all, where? It’s all right here in the Bible. 

You don’t need those apostles and prophets anymore. That is nothing 

foreign. God gave certain people certain gifts, at certain times. Like with the example of Moses and the Old Testament prophets. They had certain 

abilities that we couldn’t do today. 



Jesus and the apostles had certain abilities. God gave them the 

abilities to validate the message, and once the message was validated, that was it, you didn’t need it anymore. So, there’s nothing different than the Biblical pattern. It’s not that we’re disagreeing, just because we are being stubborn. 
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Some gifts, like the gift of languages (not gibberish), was actually 

a sign gift, a temporary sign gift to the Jews. It wasn’t even intended for the Church, as the Corinthians began to abuse it. But what we are going to see with the charismatic community is, they say that all the gifts and all the offices are in function today. That’s where the problem lies; that’s where the difference lies. And not only that. When it comes to the gift of prophecy, they oftentimes confuse the gift of prophecy and the office of a prophet, as if they are synonymous. They’re not. That is the secondary 

problem that they have created. When you say that an apostle continues 

today, a prophet continues today, and you think that the gift of prophecy is telling something new - which it’s not - what you just did is you opened up Pandora’s box. In essence, to take people away from God’s Word. You’re 

saying that we have a new word from God. That’s where the danger lies. 



What happens is, when you say that, you just opened up the door 

to something that the Bible does talk about, specifically in the Last Days, and that’s false prophets. Jesus said that’s going to happen in a big way in the Last Days. Let’s take a look at what Jesus warned us about and what 

would be on the scene in the Last Days. You’re going to see that this 

whole chapter has a common thread through it. Amongst other details that are mentioned, see if you can guess what they are. 

Matthew 24:3-5, 10-11, 23-25: “As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. ‘Tell us’ they said, ‘when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of 

the age?’” 



Now notice, before Jesus gets into the wars, rumors of wars, the 

pestilence, the famines, and the earthquakes, what’s the first thing out of His mouth? 

Matthew 24:3-5, 10-11, 23-25 cont.: “Jesus answered: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you.’” 



There’s going to be a massive amount of deceit in the Last Days. 

So, where is that coming from? 





106 



Matthew 24:3-5, 10-11, 23-25 cont.: “For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.” 



Well, in that generation, everybody is going to know the Bible 

backwards and forwards. No one can dupe them. What does it say? Many. 

See, you can’t be fooled, if you know the Scripture. 

Matthew 24:3-5, 10-11, 23-25 cont.: “At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.” 



Now, wait a minute. Everybody knows their Bible. And everybody 

knows that the office of apostle and prophet doesn’t continue today, and they know that the gift of prophecy was not foretelling something new, 

because they have been reading the Bible. So, how could these people in 

the Last Days fall for false prophets? Because there are none! Do you see the problem that the charismatic community has opened up? 

Unfortunately, just in time for the Last Days. They have opened Pandora’s box. 

Matthew 24:3-5, 10-11, 23-25 cont.: “At that time if anyone says to you, 

‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and 

miracles to deceive even the elect – if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time.” 



In other words, you don’t have an excuse. “It’s been 2,000 years, 

and I told you this was going to happen. Don’t listen to these false 

prophets, false Christs, false teachers, people coming on the scene saying, 

‘God gave me a vision. God told me to tell you.’” Does that sound like 

today or what? We’re being conditioned that this is something acceptable. 

Jesus said, “Don’t you dare fall for this. Don’t you let anyone deceive 

you.” 



This is why we saw last time; Christians are to be very wary of 

those who claim to have a new message from God. It is one thing to say, “I 
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had an interesting dream last night.” However, it is quite another matter to say, “God gave me a dream last night, and you must obey it.” No utterance of man should be considered equal to or above the written Word. We must 

hold to the Word that God has already given and commit ourselves to 

 “sola scriptura”  – Scripture alone. 



That was one of the great cries of the Reformation. The 

Reformation said, “We aren’t listening to man. We aren’t listening to a 

church council (i.e., Catholicism). We’re not listening to the Pope. He’s just a man. We are only listening to ‘ sola scriptura,’ the Bible alone.” And we sure need to get back to that today. But this is the problem. This is what I think is unfortunate about the Charismatic Church. This belief, and I would say, is an unfortunate false belief. The office of the apostle and the prophet, with new revelations supposedly from God (which they are not), 

and, confusing the gift of prophecy with foretelling the future, which is not even what it is. It’s opened Pandora’s box, and it’s basically helping to fulfill prophecy in a negative way. Because if that attitude wasn’t on the scene, then how are people going to fall for this? Do you see what’s going on? Unfortunately, I don’t think it’s by chance. 



But what do you see today? People in the Charismatic Movement 

are putting down the genuine gift of prophecy - the teaching and preaching of this book, the Bible. They’re up there with their experiences and say, 

“God told me to tell you” or “Haven’t you gone to that conference, with 

apostle so-and-so and sister prophetess, to listen to all these people? They have a new word from God.” Well, that’s what’s going on. You combine 

that with a heavy dose of music. Nothing against music but be careful that you don’t get into an altered state of consciousness. And when the spirit does arrive – you know that God’s Spirit never leaves. He’s omnipresent 

and He’s within you, if you are a Christian. He doesn’t come as if He was taking a vacation.  He doesn’t respond to your Indian rain dance. That’s the mindset. He’s already here. But you may very well attract another 

spirit, but it’s not the Spirit of God. And that’s what’s going on today. 



If the purpose of a prophet was to reveal truth from God, why 

would we need prophets, if we have the completed revelation from God in 

the Bible? If prophets were the “foundation” of the early Church, are we still building the “foundation” today? That’s the danger. But that’s the 
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extreme these people are going to today. Now let me give you some 

examples. The whole theme of this chapter is not just this gift. Now we’re dealing with the false prophets. Because these guys are flooded with false prophets. They literally believe that they are a prophet or an apostle of God. They literally believe that God is telling them to tell us something that we need to obey or about some catastrophe or some event that only 

they know about - some new information from God. And let me tell you, 

that is a bunch of baloney. 



There’s actually a group that literally calls themselves the Kansas 

City Prophets. We’re probably going to have a whole study on these guys, but I’m going to give you a little teaser of just how many false prophets are out there today and the baloney that is going on in the Church. And 

frankly, how every single one, how they’re leading people astray from 

God’s Word. 



The Kansas City Prophets are one of the most prolific prophetic 

groups, and I’m going to call out some names: men like Mike Bickle, Rick Joyner, Bob Jones (not the Bob Jones from Bob Jones University), and 

Paul Cain. These guys and several others; I’m going to call out some 

more. They are regarded as prophets, literal prophets, with a new 

revelation, a new Word from God. And again, if that was really true, then we need to write a new, New Testament - which would be blasphemous. If 

it’s a legitimate office and a legitimate gift, then they misunderstand the gifts. 



But let me give you some examples of these guys’ behaviors. Bob 

Jones had to be removed from ministry when it came to light that he was 

using his so-called prophetic gifts to elicit sexual favors from women. 

Paul Cain’s ministry was publicly scandalized when he admitted to long-

term drunkenness and homosexuality. Up until his death, Bob Jones still 

had a thriving ministry. On his web page he compared himself to the 

prophet Daniel. This isn’t in the world; this is in the so-called Protestant Church. This is from the Charismatic Camp. They literally believe that 

they are just as good as the prophets of old, and we need to submit to what they say, because God told them to tell us. This is where it is. And what did Jesus say? In the last days, how many people? The operative word is 

many. Many are falling for it today. And where’s it coming from? Where’s this mindset coming from? The charismatic community. It’s not by chance. 
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Now these guys come out of what is called the Apostolic-Prophetic 

Movement. And we will probably have a whole study, just on that, but I 

want to give you a little teaser, because our theme is false prophets. What happens when you misunderstand the true gift of prophecy? What happens 

when you misunderstand that not all office’s - apostles and prophets - are in function today. They believe that they are a full restoration movement of the five-fold ministry, Ephesians 4, that God gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers. 



Well, the number one mistake is, it’s not a five-fold ministry. It’s a 

four-fold ministry, pastor/teacher at the conjunction ties it together. 

Mistake number two is, clearly contextually and biblically, that an apostle and a prophet are not in function today. We don’t need them today. Those were temporary offices. But we still have evangelists, and we still have pastors, who teach us. The pastor is a teacher, because that is still needed today. 



This is also known as the third wave Charismatic Movement, and 

again, we will get into all these terms later. Getting back to the Kansas City Prophets, these guys include Mike Bickle, Paul Cain, Bob Jones, Bill Hamon, Larry Randolph, James Goll, John Paul Jackson, and Lou Engel. 

Now, Paul Cain (and we will probably have a study on him once we get 

into the 40s and 50s), was initiated by another guy, named William 

Branham. Those guys and their tent revivals were very popular in the 

charismatic community. Now, I am dropping names, because we are 

probably going to have whole studies on a lot of these people down the 

road. These guys go around and speak at charismatic conferences, 

charismatic meetings, and charismatic churches; and when they show up, 

the show begins, because the Prophet has arrived. 



You and I are taught, systematically, the Bible. Oftentimes in the 

charismatic community, you don’t get that. You get a little piece here and a little piece there, and tons and tons of music - which again I’m not 

against, but for what effect? And what’s the purpose? And who are you 

glorifying when you’re doing all this stuff? What’s it all about?  It’s really about the show. It’s about emotions, and the emotions get generated either through music or exercising. And frankly, some of these gifts aren’t even in function today. Or forget all that, and “Let’s hear from the Prophet.” 

That’s what goes on. As we have ours, that’s what is going on there. 
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Now, let’s go back to Mike Bickle, and let me drop another name. 

It’s called IHOP. Mike Bickle, out of this Kansas City Prophets group, 

started what was called IHOP. That’s not the restaurant chain. That stands for the International House of Prayer and, believe it or not, back when I was pastoring in New York, I had a guy who was either on staff there or 

one of its students there. He called me to tell me he had seen some videos that I made on prophecy. He said that they were great. He said they were awesome and that he thought his church would like them. I asked him 

where he was at, and he told me Kansas City. He asked if I had ever heard of IHOP. Yeah, I had heard of IHOP. He said that he was going to ask them if I could go there and speak. And I said, “Alright, go for it,” because I knew they would say, “No way,” as soon as they found out. He said, “I’ll call you right back.” I knew he wouldn’t. Sure enough, about two weeks 

later, he finally did call back, and he’s really sheepish. He said, “Well, yeah. I don’t think it’s going to work out.” I wonder why. 



Because you’re going to get the truth. But basically, what IHOP is, 

it’s the International House of Prayer, and that’s the seduction. Twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, praying. That’s not bad. Worship, 

that’s not bad. But they pull people in, and you can go to this school, this organization, so that you can learn to function with all the gifts. You can become a prophet, and they can teach you how. 



Again, as we saw, even with legitimate gifts, who gives them? The 

Holy Spirit. When do you get them? At salvation. Does somebody need to 

teach you? Do you need to go to a university? And you have to pay money 

to go to their classes to learn. People are getting rich, though, off of that. 

They had a staff of a thousand people, a student body of a thousand. This is huge. But this comes out of the Kansas City Prophets. 



Bob Jones is part of the New Apostolic Reformation. You might 

have seen the acronym, the NAR movement. Basically, the NAR 

movement is going to the extreme right. They have described Bob Jones 

as a resident, and the word they use is “seer.” I don’t know if I would 

choose that word. What does that sound like? Sounds like getting close to witchcraft, and you know, in Deuteronomy 18, what God warned about. 

Now, let me give you a little bit of background on this guy and what he 

was up to. Jones claimed that, when he was seven years old, the archangel Gabriel appeared to him. 
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When anybody says that, run! But that’s how it always starts. Did 

an angel appear to Mohammed, supposedly? Did an angel appear to 

Joseph Smith, supposedly? How about a Seventh Day Adventist and 

Christian Science. Yeah, they always appeared and always said that God 

told me to tell you, because of an angel of God, or even some people say that Jesus appeared to me. Personally, I don’t think so, because Jesus ain’t coming back until the Second Coming. Right now, you’re going to mess 

up other eschatology issues, if you start saying stuff like that. And by the way, for those who say, “Well that’s why the Rapture is not pre-trib. It’s got to be at the same time as the Second Coming. No. First of all, it’s two different events. The Scripture is very clear about that. Number one, it says that we go to meet Him in the clouds. He doesn’t come to the earth at the Rapture, but He does it at the Second Coming. Two different events. 



But now, supposedly, this Archangel Gabriel appeared to him – 

riding a white horse and blowing a double silver trumpet into his face, 

before throwing an old bull skin mantle at his feet. He said the mantle was that of a “Seer prophet.” Later, he claimed that he died in 1975, but that God “sent him back to minister to church leadership and reach the 

multitudes, with the understanding of the spiritual gifts.” “You know they are all in function today.” Hundreds of thousands of Christians who have bought into the controversial “renewal and revival” movements, such as 

the Toronto Blessing or the Pensacola Outpouring, eagerly accepted 

anything and everything Bob Jones had to say. 



Discerning Christians knew better and rejected his plethora of 

occult visions, unbiblical teachings and false prophecies. Why? Because if you read the Bible, there’s an acid test. You can’t get anything wrong and if they do, do something that’s not of God, then you reject them. I didn’t make that up. I’m not just being insensitive. I’m not resisting the new 

movement of God. I’m just reading the Bible. So, let’s put them to the test. 

First of all, prophets are not in function today. Apostles are not in function today. The gift of prophecy is declaring what’s already known of God of 

His Word. It’s not a new Word, so that’s a misunderstanding. But let’s just play the little game. Let’s go and see how we’re supposed to respond to 

these guys, showing up on the scene, saying that they are prophets. 
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Deuteronomy 18:20-22: “But a prophet who presumes to speak in my 

name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks 

in the name of other gods, must be put to death.” 



Now here’s what’s interesting. A lot of the charismatic community 

and false teachers use the term cherry-pick. They cherry-pick verses out of the Old Testament, and then they say, they’re going to apply it today. Well, why don’t you apply that one? You want to say the gifts are in function. 

When you get one thing wrong, we kill you. Now I’m not recommending 

that, but if you’re going to be consistent in your quotes from the Bible, how come you’re not bringing that one over? How come you just pick 

some of them? Oh well, keep reading, it gets even more blunt. 

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 cont.: “You may say to yourselves, ‘How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?’ If what a 

prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come 

true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken.” 







Why? Because God doesn’t lie. He is the truth. God is Holy, 

meaning without sin. Sin is lying. He can’t lie. 

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 cont.: “That prophet has spoken presumptuously. 

Do not be afraid of him.” 



So, people should know better, but they aren’t even taught that. 

They probably never even heard that verse, unfortunately, in these circles; otherwise, they would walk out. 



Now another one that spawned out of this timeframe, the Kansas 

City Prophets, was the Vineyard Christian Fellowship. Anyone remember 

that? But Bob Jones, let me get a little more specific with what he did, but yet he still continued to thrive. He was removed from his ministry duties at Vineyard due to sexual misconduct. And here’s what he did. He got caught encouraging women to undress in his office, so they could stand “naked 

before the Lord” in order to receive a “word.” And yet, even after this 

conviction, he still continued to thrive. He’s a prophet. Abundantly 

supported by fellow false prophets Mike Bickle and Rick Joyner, Jones 
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was a major proponent of Latter Rain and Manifest Sons theology. All this stuff is coming out as baloney, and it seems like each one that comes out gets worse and worse than the previous one. Because you opened 

Pandora’s box. 



But this is basically just some of the stuff that’s going on there. 

Now the problem with this is, if you say this stuff continues and it doesn’t, then again, is it any wonder? What did Jesus say would happen in the Last Days? “I’m going to warn you about false prophets.” Again, if people 

stuck to the Bible, Jesus wouldn’t give that warning. But obviously He 

knows what people are going to do, even in the Church. So, they’ve fallen for it. Number two, when you come across people who historically are 

false prophets, how can you say that they’re false prophets when they’re doing the same thing you’re doing now? Now let me give you an easy 

example of that. 



Did you know that there was another guy who considered himself 

a prophet from God? His name was Joseph Smith, the founder of 

Mormonism. He was a seer, and remember how he was a seer? He got a 

word from God that was translated supposedly into the Book of Mormon. 

Remember our study on Mormonism? How did he get his word from God, 

supposedly? He stuck a rock in a hat and stuck his head in the hat, to close out all of the lights, until the rock glowed. That was a common technique of a seer (a seer is a term for witchcraft). And by the way, Joseph Smith was guilty of being a con artist, a money-grubbing guy, and he even 

admitted that the reason he came up with this new revelation, called the Book of Mormon, was to make money. And he too was guilty of sexual 

misconduct, because he taught a false teaching called polygamy. He was 

sleeping with other men’s wives, and that’s why they killed him. 



Mormons want to say, it was something else - he was a martyr, and 

they just shot him. No, he was jumping out of the window, and they shot 

him in the back, for sleeping with their wives. On the one hand, I would hope and assume that the charismatic community would say, “Yes, Joseph 

Smith was a false prophet. You shouldn’t listen to anything he said. That’s not God.” Well, you’re doing the same thing. So, how come I reject him, 

but I don’t reject you? Do you see the duplicitous, anointing? Also, how do you witness, what’s your basis to witness to other people that are 

following false teachings? For instance, what we saw before of the 
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Catholics. How do you witness to a Catholic? A Catholic, has four 

different sources of truth, not one. And that’s some of our challenges, 

when we witness to them. Because we’ll sit there, and “I’ll tell them what the Bible says.” You could quote the Bible all day long, unfortunately. 

Typically, what do they say? “Well, Pope so-and-so, said. Well, the church counsel said. Well, there’s a woman over there that said. Well, the church fathers, they had this decree that went out, the statue of Mary bled 

supposed tears, the Fatima appeared in the sky, and she spoke to people 

and told us ….” They have multiple sources of truth, right, but they’re 

having visions that supposedly … The Pope is supposed to be the Vicar of Christ, and what he says is as good as the Bible, like a prophet. 



So, why do I reject Catholicism, they’re teachings? But yours, is 

okay? Is it any wonder we’re not there yet obviously? But you’ll see that the Charismatic Movement marries and is marrying right into Catholicism. 

Because there’s so much commonality with the behavior. Why does the 

Catholic church say that Mary is without sin? Sin, that’s the Immaculate Conception. Why do they have a Pope, and they say that he’s a Vicar of 

Christ? Why do they say that when you take communion, it’s the real body and real blood of Jesus Christ? Why do they teach all of these false 

teachings? Because they don’t stick with the Bible. So, if you do the same thing as a charismatic then what do you think is going to happen to you? 

You’re going to get flooded with the false teachings, and you can’t justify it by the Bible, but it will be your experience. Or “Prophet so-and-so told me” or “This group of Kansas City Prophets came out, and they told us 

here’s what we need to do in these Last Days, by the Spirit of God.” 



You’re doing the same thing, so how do you witness to those 

folks? You lost all basis, because you don’t have the same foundation 

anymore, which is supposed to be  “sola scriptura,”  the Bible alone. 

People today, they get into Nostradamus; he’s supposedly had a word from God. He was a seer. Why do I reject his writings? He got a word 

supposedly from God. This guy, who basically was using scrying, he 

would stare into a reflective surface. It could be water, a mirror, something like that. And then he got these visions, and he wrote them down, these 

quatrains, which was a bunch of baloney. We’ve dealt with that before. 

But why shouldn’t I listen to him? He had a vision. Why should we reject him, but we can’t reject you? It’s duplicitous. 
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What about the Mayans? The Mayans were supposed to be able to 

predict the end of the world, which is funny. They weren’t even able to 

predict their own demise. But we’re supposed to listen to them. What was their methodology? Their methodology was that they were into blood 

sacrifice, human blood sacrifice, because they needed human sacrifice to keep the sun going. They were using hallucinating drugs and so was 

Nostradamus. But we’re supposed to listen to them over the Word of God? 

Well, you get yourself worked up into an altered state of consciousness 

and you’re having a hallucinating experience, and, somehow, I’m 

supposed to trust what comes out of your mouth. I can’t question it? Why do I reject those guys? But I’m supposed to accept what you say? 

Something isn’t adding up here. 



Why should I reject automatic writing? Why should I reject it 

when people say, “Aunt Vera appeared to me and told me that it’s going to be okay?” What’s the big paranormal activities on those TV shows? 

Maybe they got it right. Why do I reject them? Because it’s the occult. The Bible is very clear. When a person dies, they either go to Heaven or they go to hell. And they don’t come back. So, that’s a familiar spirit, who’s deceiving you. But wait a second. Some people say the angel Gabriel or 

Daniel or the prophets of old appeared to them. Well, then why should we reject these guys doing the paranormal stuff? They are saying that dead 

people are speaking to them, too. Do you see what’s happening here? It’s the same thing. Why should I reject New Age channeling? Why should I 

reject what we saw with the Oracle Delphi and all those techniques? 

What’s going on here? How come you’re okay, when you use the exact 

same techniques, but we need to reject those guys? It doesn’t make sense. 



Could we say, it’s all bad? Including what you are doing, 

unfortunately? There’s consistency. Now I want you to see several video 

clips, where you can see and hear what these guys are saying in the 

Church today. It’s just mind-blowing, and they’re getting away with it. 

And you know why they’re getting away with it? Because there’s another 

lie in the charismatic community, and they take it out of context - “Touch not thine anointed.” They’ll use that phrase, and, of course, it sounds 

really authoritative. Basically, what they are saying is that you have no right to tell me that I’m wrong. And whatever you do, you should never 

name call. You’re just causing division in the body of Christ. No, I’m not. 
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In fact, if you read the Bible, the Bible repeatedly calls people out by name, specifically when they’re false teachers and they’re causing 

destruction in the Church. 



Let me give you a couple of them: Hymenaeus and Alexander. Paul 

called them out by name. It’s recorded for us in Scripture, in public, in the Church. He wrote it in a letter to the Church, that was circulated around the Church, because he wanted the Church to know who these people 

were, by name, and what they were up to, to protect the Church. That’s 

why these guys continue to go on, because we’ve fallen for the lie that we can’t name somebody. “Well, there’s some guy out there doing this thing. 

If someday you were to come across something from this guy, and you 

realize it, then stay away from it.” No. Their names were Hymenaeus and 

Alexander, who rejected the true doctrine and followed the false doctrine. 

Paul said, “They were shipwrecking the faith.” He even said, “He handed 

them over to satan to be taught not to blaspheme.” That’s some strong 

words. 



He also called out another one - a third one, Philetus - to the 

Church. He was another false teacher (II Timothy 2 and I Timothy 1). 

By the way, the idea of the contextual shipwreck of faith means they 


drifted into the dangerous rocks of false teaching. They had wrecked their faith. There was another one. In III John, John actually calls out Diotrephes, by name, to the Church. His name, along with Hymenaeus and 

Alexander, have been recorded for us for 2,000 years. It’s not wrong. It’s right. If these people are doing something wrong, you need to call them 

out by name, not through some spiritual osmosis. Maybe somehow, some 

way, somebody can figure out who you are talking about. No. Call them 

out! That’s why these guys get away with what they are doing today. 



John wrote, in III John, to his friend, Gaius, about Diotrephes, 

who loves to be first. He says, “I will call attention to what he is doing, spreading malicious nonsense. He’s putting them out of the church 

because they aren’t doing what he wants them to do.” That’s what these 

guys are doing today. In Matthew 23, Jesus calls out, in public, the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law. Let me just hit some highlights for you. This is blunt. And this is just before He says, don’t let anyone deceive you. Who did He call out first? The false teachers. Don’t let them deceive. 

In Matthew 23, Jesus says to the crowds and to his disciples, “The 
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teachers of the law and the Pharisees, everything they do is done for 

people to see. Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 

hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as much of a child of hell as 

you are. Woe to you, blind guides, you blind men!” He was using an 

exclamation point at the end of the sentence, so I don’t believe He was 

whispering this. No. And He continues, “You are full of greed and self-

indulgence. You are like whitewashed tombs, full of bones of the dead and everything unclean. Inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. You hypocrites! Taking part with them in shedding the blood. You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?” That’s 

from Jesus! 



So, don’t tell us that we can’t call you out by name, because the 

Bible says the contrary. You know what? I’m going to listen to the Bible and not you! I’m not here to be mean, but what you’re teaching is false. 

It’s leading people astray, it’s full of false teachings, it’s full of immoral behavior, and it’s leading people away from the Word of God. So, as 

Christians of the Church and certainly somebody who is teaching the 

Word of God as a pastor, whoever it is, it is your job and your ministry to love the people enough to call these people out and teach the truth. You have to! Now, with all that said, let’s get into some name calling. The first one I’m calling out is Pat Robertson. Again, the theme is false prophets. 

They say, God told me to tell you, and what does the Bible say in 

Deuteronomy? Don’t be afraid of these guys. If what they say doesn’t 

come to pass, reject them. Of course, back then there was even a harsh 

punishment. Don’t be afraid, just deal with it. 



Unfortunately, Pat Robertson has quite the following, because he’s 

got a big Christian program. Here’s one easy, unfortunate, example of him saying that “God told me to tell you.” And by the way, the lost watch this. 

But let’s see if he got this prophecy right. 

Pat Robertson:  “He’s going to win; Romney will win the election.” 

  Benny Hinn:  “You actually believe that?” 

  Pat Robertson:  “I absolutely believe that.” 
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Benny Hinn:  “What makes you believe that?” 

  Pat Robertson:  “The Lord told me.” 

  Benny Hinn:  “Well, that’s good to know. I wasn’t sure. Really, the Lord said that to you?” 

  Pat Robertson:  “Yeah, absolutely. I told Mitt a long time ago, ‘I’ve been in prayer. Number one, you’re going to win the nomination. Number two, you’re going to win the general election’. He said, ‘What can I do for you,’ 

 And I said, ‘Get me a seat on the platform.’” 



Really funny, Pat. Did it come true, Mr. so-called Prophet? Not 

even close. So, according to the scripture, what should we do? Shut it off. 

You’re done! Don’t ever listen to that source. It’s not of God. They spoke presumptuously, and that’s even if the office is in function today, and it’s not. But the Bible says, even if it was in function today, you should be done. Why does anybody still listen to this stuff? Why does anybody listen to that program? Shut it off! Now, that was the other one that was there. 

Benny Hinn is supposed to be a prophet, too. He’s made all kinds of 

prophecies. Let’s see how his track record is on this next video. 

Narrator:  “Let’s listen to these prophecies and see how many of them he got right.” 

  Benny Hinn:  “The Spirit of God tells me an earthquake will hit the East Coast of America and destroy much in the 90s. Not one place will be safe from earthquakes in the 90s. These who have not known earthquakes will know them. I feel the Spirit all over me. 

  The economy of the United States of America is going to fall. Many 

 businesses will go bankrupt. 

  The Spirit tells me that Fidel Castro will die in the 90s. Oh my. 
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 The Spirit tells me that the Church, once raptured, following the Rapture, a woman president will be in the White House and that woman president will destroy this nation. But my Church will be gone. My saints will be home. 

  The world dictator is coming on the scene. He is a short man. I see a short man, who is the perfect incarnation of satan. 

  The Lord also tells me to tell you that in the mid-90s, about 94 or 95, God will destroy the homosexual community of America. But He will not 

 destroy it with what many minds have thought it to be. He will destroy it with fire.” 



Every one of those so-called prophecies from God, that supposedly 

told him to tell us what we need to know was going to happen in the 90s – 

nothing. Zero. He didn’t get just one wrong; he obviously got every single one of them wrong. And, by the way, he lumped in the Rapture in the 90s. 

Has the Rapture happened? Because if this is Heaven, we’re in trouble. 

So, according to the Word of God, what do we do? “Don’t you dare call 

out Benny Hinn. You’re so mean-spirited. You’re judgmental.” No, Paul 

called out Hymenaeus, Alexander and Philetus and John called out 

Diotrephes, Jesus called out, in the public arena, the teachers of the Law, false teachers of the Law, and the Pharisees. Guess what? Run from this 

guy. Shut him off! How does this guy continue to this day? Because 

Christians continue to send him money, that’s why. And because we’ve 

been conditioned into a corner, “Touch not mine anointed.” No, I will 

speak up against a false prophet. Jesus said, “Don’t be deceived by these guys, in the Last Days.” 



Now let me give you another one. This is Mr. Kenneth Copeland, 

who, in the second video, claims to be a prophet. But watch his behavior. 

We saw this one several years back, but I want to bring it up again to 

dovetail into the second one. But this so-called prophet of God apparently doesn’t have much discernment, because he piped in a message from the 

Pope to his church. If I was here on a Sunday and I piped in a private 

message and spoke glowingly, positively about the Pope - that we need to listen to what he says, he’s wonderful (he even says that the Pope is his 
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hero) - what should you do to me? Fire me! Kick me out ASAP. But this 

guy gets away with it. Then a Bishop comes up, as you’re going to see, 

and he declares that the Protestant Reformation is over. Kenneth Copeland not only invited him to speak, but the Church applauded. 



What was the problem with the Protestant Reformation 500 years 

ago? We broke away from the stranglehold of the Roman Catholic Church, 

which is not a Grace gospel. It’s a false gospel, a works-based gospel 

based on the sacraments. They fought, and they were murdered. Our 

brothers and sisters in Christ were murdered, strangled, drowned, skinned alive and burned at the stake. Why? Because we had the audacity to get 

the Bible into the common person’s hand to read, to read for himself. 

We’re not going to follow man. We’re going to follow  “sola scriptura,” 

the Bible alone, Christ alone, Grace alone. 

Kenneth Copeland:  “Thank you, Lord. I said thank you, Lord. You’re going to talk about tonight, for a long time. Tony, come on up, would you please. Tony Palmers: As some of you may know, Tony and I go way back. 

 He’s going to be telling you the story. I asked him to come and give his testimony. He’s got a special message for us tonight.” 

  Tony Palmer:  “Thank you for giving me this opportunity to spend a couple of moments introducing to you something really, really special and historic.” (Applause) 

  Pope Francis:  “Dear Brothers and Sisters, excuse me, because I speak in Italian. Let’s pray to the Lord that He unites us all. Come on, we are all brothers. Let’s give each other a spiritual hug and let God complete the work that He has begun. This is a miracle; the miracle of unity has begun. 

 I ask you to bless me, and I bless you. From brother to brother, I embrace you. Thank you.” (Applause) 

  Tony Palmer:  “This has brought an end to the protests of Luther. Brothers and sisters, Luther’s protest is over. I get a bit cheeky here, because I challenge my Protestant pastor friends. If there is no protest, how can there be a Protestant church? Maybe now, we’re all Catholics again.” 
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He should have been yanked off the stage. Should never have been 

allowed on that stage. Should never have had that message piped in of the Pope. False teachings, false teachers in a so-called Protestant church. And it wasn’t just that he said that, but what was the response of the people sitting under Kenneth Copeland when he said, we’re all Catholics now? 

They were laughing. But it’s not funny. You’re supposed to be a prophet of God, but you’ve allowed this false teacher. It gets even worse than that. 

Here is a more recent video, where he talks about Kenneth Copeland and 

says he’s a prophet of God and that God told him that the Protestant 

Reformation was a sin, and it was something bad. It caused major division in the Church, and we need to all come together. Again basically, we need to go back to the Catholic church. 

Kenneth Copeland:  “Now, when you’re dealing with what happened 500 

 years ago, that split the church. That got into the hands of wicked spirits in heavenly places. Got it for 500 years. What were we called? Protesters. 

 What is a protest? We haven’t been known for the way we love one 

 another. We’ve been known for our church fights. You’ve got to know that. 

 That was the big one. And the longer it went, the more strength that the devil gained. These are wicked spirits in the mix, because they got into governments and the church, and this thing is huge. Just huge, and I’m sorry to say, most of the church doesn’t know it’s over. They better find out. 

  I’ll tell you what. One of the favorite days of my life was with Pope Francis. What a man. He’s one of my heroes. And this is what he’s all about. This whole thing. That’s one of the things that’s got me so fired up. I am on fire. I heard the Lord say this just two days ago. 2018 is the year of the Holy Ghost and fire. The big 18 in 2018, the nine fruits of the Spirit and the nine gifts. 

  I release, by the authority vested in me, as a prophet of God, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I release the fire on it all. Burn the chaff. Burn.” 





Yeah, you’re going to burn alright. The Pope’s you’re hero? You’re 

saying that as a so-called Protestant pastor, that the whole Protestant 
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movement was of the devil. It was a bad thing, and we need to go back to the Roman Catholic church? But notice, how could anybody fall for that? 

Because the Protestant Reformation was all about getting this book (the 

Bible) and only this book into the hands of every person, so they could be freed from the shackles of religious tyranny, false teachings, and a false gospel under Roman Catholicism. Did you hear what he said? This 

supposed Spirit of God movement, now we have to quote King James, 

because it sounds more authoritative. No offense to King James, but that’s just the games you play. Remember, he’s mentioning the gifts, all of them. 

That’s the supposed new movement today. All the gifts are in function, 

including “God told me to tell you.” 



That’s the trap. That’s how you get people away from the Bible, 

even in the Protestant church. The Charismatic Movement, unfortunately, 

has bought into that and now they are being a big disseminator of false 

teaching in the Last Days. Now, one big thing you might hear, “Yeah, that wasn’t good, but these guys keep getting a free pass, just like Bob Jones, just like Benny Hinn, just like Kenneth Copeland, just like Pat Robertson. 

How do these guys continue?” You keep sending in money. Shut them off! 

“But you don’t understand. Because in the Last Days, in the book of Joel, God says, He’s going to pour out His Spirit.” Have you ever read the Book of Joel? Have you ever read what Joel is talking about? Do you even 

understand the context and the timing of the book of Joel? It has nothing to do with the Church and it has nothing to do with the days we live in. It has everything to do with the Jewish people in the 7-year Tribulation. It’s, again, another verse that they rip out of context. They cherry pick it and say, “Well this is why we’re having these visions and dreams. We need to listen to them. It’s a special movement of God.” No, it’s not. It’s for the Jewish people. Real quick, let me demonstrate. 

Joel 2:1: “Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. 

(Israel) Let all who live in the land tremble, for the Day of the Lord is coming.” 



What’s the Day of the Lord? It starts at the 7-year Tribulation and 

then it moves forward. That’s the Day of the Lord. 
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Joel 2:10-11, 15, 23, 27, 28-32: “Before them the earth shakes, the sky trembles, the sun and moon are darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 

(The 7-year Tribulation) The day of the Lord is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it? Blow the trumpet in Zion. Be glad, O people of Zion, (the Jewish people) then you will know that I am in Israel. On the Day of the Lord, I will pour out My Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see 

visions. I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and 

fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the 

moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 

Lord, for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance.” 



So, you can quote that until you are blue in the face, and that 

becomes your panacea as to why these guys have a right to have a vision 

from God and tell us, “Because this is what the Bible said would happen.” 

No, that is for the Jewish people during the 7-year Tribulation. They 

ripped it right out of context. But then they might say that, in the Book of Acts Chapter 2, that verse is actually quoted by Peter, and Peter does mention that. But again, Scripture interprets Scripture and Peter, as a 

genuine Apostle of God at that time, isn’t going to contradict God. Peter mentions that in response to Acts 2 when the church was born, as a foretaste of what is to come for the Jewish people in the 7-year 

Tribulation. Because God is not done with the Jewish people. We’ve been 

seeing that with our prophecy study dealing with the unconditional eternal covenants. That’s all he’s doing. It’s clearly about the Jewish people. 



It’s gotten so bad, there’s no discerning at all. Apparently, in this 

community, anybody can come up and say that “God told me to tell you” 

and now, it’s gotten even worse. They’re just getting anybody that would show up, and they are now somehow prophets, and they get a platform. 

The guy that I am about to show you is supposed to be a Hindu Christian. 

He’s one of the latest rages out there now. His name is Sadhu Selvaraj. 

He’s supposed to be a Christian, but he looks like a Hindu guru. He 

dresses like a Hindu guru, but he’s basically Christianized Hinduism. The Church, the charismatic community, is accepting this guy, verbatim. Here is a recent broadcast of him being promoted on the Jim Bakker Show. 
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Listen to this supposed new prophet, that apparently has a better word than the Word of God, the actual Bible. 

Jim Bakker:  “You read the prophecy in Revelation 13, and you said you know what that is. Is that right?” 

  Sadhu Selvaraj:  “Yes.” 

  Jim Bakker:  “Would you tell us?” 

  Sadhu Selvaraj:  “There are two principal characters in Revelation 13. 

 One is the antichrist, and the other is the false prophet.” 

  Jim Bakker:  “Right.” 

  Sadhu Selvaraj:  “Now there is a lot of debate about the identity of both of these two characters. I didn’t want to speculate. I didn’t want to play the game like everybody does, you know.” 

  Jim Bakker:  “Sure.” 

  Sadhu Selvaraj:  “I was just minding my own business, and a few years ago, I think about four years ago, I was in a conference in Sydney, 

 Australia. And one afternoon, as I was waiting on God, the Lord Jesus appeared to me.” 



Shut him off! Now that’s what you should do. Well, I’m not going 

to show the whole interview, but it’s the same old routine. “God told me.” 

And in this case, “Jesus appeared to me.” Shut him off. But to these guys, it’s a platform. If you keep letting him spout, he shows his true colors. 

He’s a false prophet and a false teacher. One of the things he teaches, that apparently God told him to tell us - which is contradicting God’s Word, 

which makes God to be a liar, which Deuteronomy says, what? Get rid of 

the guy! One false doctrine he teaches is that dead Biblical prophets or saints can actually help Christians achieve God’s purposes on earth. We 

can communicate with them. Well, how is that different than the false 
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teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, saying that we need to pray to the dead people, saints? (which the Bible forbids) So, he’s teaching the same false teachings, but it’s okay. Because “I didn’t say it, it was saint so-and-so. It was a prophet of God, mentioned in the Bible.” So, that makes it 

okay? No, it’s not! He also claimed that the prophet Joel was in our midst, and the prophet Joel imparted to him the revelations that he was supposed to tell us. 



No, I’ll just stick with the Bible. But again, anybody could show 

up, and, apparently, if you put on Hindu garb and you sound Hindu, it’s all the rage. That’s a whole new experience. He even goes into more false 

teachings. What does the Word of God tell us in I John 4:1? “Dear friends do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have, comes from God, for there are many 

false prophets in the world.” “You’re being mean. You’re being 

judgmental. How can you call these people out by name?” Because my 

Bible - the one and only Bible, the one and only Word that we’re supposed to stick with - tells me to do so. To warn people. 



He also says that Christians need to pray and fast in order to self-

atone. He actually teaches that, apparently, God told him, that the Prophet Joel told him to tell us that we need to do that for our day-to-day sins. We need to pray and fast. Because only the original sin was atoned for by the death of the Lord Jesus. He also prophesied a new coming dispensation, 

coinciding with the Jewish Yom Kippur. Because that’s really spiritual 

when you combine the Jewish festivals, which were for the Jewish people. 

But he said all this was going to take place back on October 8th, 2011. Tell me if any of you have experienced any of these things. All members will 

become miracle workers. That didn’t happen. 



He said you will be seeing angels, and you’ll be receiving 

messages from them. No, you shouldn’t do that in the first place. He says that even without preaching the Word, as soon as people come within the 

atmosphere of your church, they’re going to drop and fall on their knees, put up their hands and cry out to be saved. Did that happen? No. He said the Church will see a spiritual realm, but you must believe, or you won’t see it. Well, that’s because we didn’t have enough faith. And everyone, as of this day, will become prophets, based on Joel 2:28-29 – which is a complete misunderstanding of the text. He also said, you will even see the 
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Lord Jesus standing beside you. I don’t think so. He’s made numerous end times doomsday prophecies. He is basically a necromancer, and he claims 

that the Old Testament prophets are prophesying through him. He said one of these is the Prophet Joel. He also claims that the Old Testament saints will come back to earth and help with natural disasters and recovery 

efforts. Because we all know that FEMA just ain’t working. They’re too 

slow, with the government tape. This guy is actually being broadcast on 

TV, and there’s a ton of people, unfortunately, watching Jim Bakker’s 

show. He also talked about his own heaven tourism, in which he appeared 

at the heavenly council with none other than Donald Trump. 



I guess he better tell President Trump that, because he may not 

have gotten the memo. He supposedly hears directly from God. He 

supposedly has seen God. He’s apparently, supposedly, seen Heaven, been 

in Heaven, and he speaks with the Old Testament prophets. They speak 

through him and to him, and, like this one guy says, “He looks like an 

Indian guru, so Westerners think he must be especially attuned to the 

supernatural. And it certainly helps promote the survival food infomercials on the Jim Bakker Show.” Because that’s really what’s going on here. 



How do these people get away with it? Because nobody is calling 

them out. Because even we, who know better, have been conditioned. 

“Haven’t you heard? You shouldn’t judge.” That’s a lie. Jesus said, you 

judge, alright. Just make the right judgment. Read the Bible, and that right judgment comes from God’s Word. Not from you, of course not. But when 

God says, no, and when He says to call out, you need to call it out. Make the right judgment. He’s a false prophet. This guy, I believe, is a 

fulfillment leading to what Jesus warned about in Matthew 24. Before He warned about earthquakes and famines and pestilence, what’s the first 

thing our Lord and Savior warned about? Watch out that no one deceives 

you. And then we saw the text on false prophets, false Christs, and false visions. But how could anybody fall for that? Because in the Last Days, 

another group would arise even in the church and say that all these gifts are in function, when they’re not. They say all the offices are in function, when they’re not. And unfortunately, Jesus says, I believe, that’s why 

many will be deceived. Because many people are falling for this mindset. 

It’s a false teaching, custom-tailored for the Last Days. 
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But hey, that’s just the first gift. In the next chapter, we’ll actually get into some other gifts. Again, what we believe is, not that there’s no gifts in function. It’s just a question of which ones are in function for today. God can still do miracles, and God can heal. But which gifts are 

still in function today, biblically? 
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 Chapter Six 

———————————— 

Biblical Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 3 

As a recap, we have seen that the Charismatic Movement is 

nothing new. It’s just old fashioned Montanism. It’s not some new 

movement of God. We also saw that speaking in gibberish is not some 

Biblical thing. There is the gift of languages, often called tongues, but it’s always been a known language. The gibberish comes from the occult and 

other religions around the world. And then we went on the journey of the actual spiritual gifts themselves. We asked ourselves, when do we get the gifts? At salvation. Who gives the gifts? The Holy Spirit. How do I 

identify my gifts? We pray, it’s self-evident, we explore and we equip. And then finally, what are the gifts? The gifts are in two different categories. 

Some are permanent, still in effect today, but some are temporary and are also known as sign gifts. And as we saw in Ephesians, some of the offices are also temporary as well. In the offices there is the five-fold, which is really the four-fold ministries, the apostle, prophet, evangelist, and 

pastor/teacher. The apostle and the prophet are not in function today 

because their mission was to bring forth a new revelation of God. They 

were sent forth on a mission to let people know there was a new Covenant. 

That has already been done, in the New Testament. We don’t need those 

offices anymore. 
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That is the danger. When you do that, you open Pandora’s box. 

Because basically you are saying that you need a new Bible, a  new, New Testament, if you think that those offices are still in function today. The first gift was the gift of prophecy. But the charismatic community 

interprets that as foretelling the future, and that is not at all what it means. 

It means proclaiming God’s already revealed revelation, i.e., the Bible. 

But they also want to confuse that with the office of the prophet. And as we saw, when you get that wrong you give rise to a whole bunch of false 

prophets and isn’t it interesting that in Matthew 24 and II Peter 2, it says in the Last Days false teachers and false prophets, specifically, would 

come. Jesus repeatedly said, “Don’t let anybody deceive you.” And 

unfortunately, He said many people will. Isn’t it interesting that it says in the Last Days, there will be false prophets. And then here in the Last Days, you have people saying that this office continues today. 



Now we are going to continue our journey on the gifts and in order 

to do that, let’s recap the Biblical basis for the gifts, the legitimate gifts as seen in Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12.  

Romans 12:6-8: “We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. 

If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve, if it is teaching, let him teach, if it is encouraging, let him encourage, if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously, if it is leadership, let him govern diligently, if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

I Corinthians 12:4-11, 28: “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them, in all men. Now to each of the manifestations of the Spirit, is given for the 

common good. To one, there is given through the Spirit, the message of 

wisdom, to another the message of knowledge, by means of the same 

Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing, by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 

another distinguishing between spirit, another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit and he gives them to each one, just as 
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he determines. And in the Church, God has appointed first of all Apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those 

having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of 

administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.” 



So, those are the classic passages dealing with the Spiritual gifts; 

prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership and 

mercy, the word of knowledge, the word of wisdom, faith, healing, 

miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues and interpretation of tongues, healings, helps, governments, and diversities of tongues or languages. 



The first gift, prophecy, translated in the Greek in both passages 

means “a speaking forth,” declaring the divine will of God, making known in any way the truth of God that is designed to influence people. How do you do that? It’s when you teach the Bible. This is not some forecasting of the future, it’s not some crystal ball. That’s not what he’s talking about. 

The gift of prophecy is declaring God’s truth from the Bible. 



The second gift is the gift of serving. Also referred to as 

“ministering,” the Greek word  “diakonia”  from which we get the English word “deacon,” means service, servant of any kind. The broad application of practical help to those in need. But what we see with this is, the term is used as an office of a deacon, but what we are talking about is the gift of serving. Don’t confuse the two. Just because you have the gift of serving doesn’t mean you are a deacon. But the word deacon means that you are a 

servant. What this basically means, is to wait on tables. Like a waiter. And the person who has this gift, this is their mentality. They are waiting 

around for something to do. Now, is that a valuable gift in the body? Yes, there is always something to do in the church. 



When Jesus raised Peter’s wife’s mother, she got up and she served 

him.  She “diakonia’d”  them, she deaconed them. You get up and you serve. What do you need? How can I help you? This word is used several 

places in the New Testament for that kind of thing, to serve, to provide a meal, very menial but a very important service. It could be to stack chairs or to help serve a meal.  Although it might seem menial to us, it’s very important. All of the gifts are important, they are all different, but as we saw, they all come from the same Spirit, they all come from God, and they are viable for the edification of the body. The body of Christ needs these 
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people who have the gift of serving. But the problem is, when it comes to serving, we have a very low view of it. We don’t look at it as something that is valuable, like it’s beneath us. Scripture says that if you have the gift of serving, you should be excited. Get busy using it. Get busy being that helper. But we have a negative attitude when it comes to serving. Like this guy. 

Tim Hawkins:  “You know Christians, they use language sometimes, like codes. It doesn’t mean what we’re saying. We have this phrase, servants’ 

 heart. Do you remember that? You hear it all the time. ‘You’ve got a servants’ heart, dude.’ I hate it when someone says I have a servants’ 

 heart. It means they want me to start stacking chairs. A servants’ heart means you are a pushover and a loser. That’s what a servants’ heart 

 means. ‘Tim, you’ve got a servant’s heart.’ ‘So, does your mama. No, you’ve got a servants’ heart. Bring it, bring it!!’” 

   

But that’s the problem. We think a servants’ heart means they just 

want me to stack chairs. Is that all you have for me to do? To stack this, move this, or serve this meal? No, that’s important! But when we have that mentality, it messes it up. The gift of serving is a wonderful, valuable gift that the body of Christ needs. It’s an important service. It’s a general term for any kind of spiritual service. Throughout the New Testament you find that the word is used over and over and over again. It’s a very common 

word used nearly 75 different times with all kinds of dimensions to it. It could be the official service of someone designated as a deacon, or it could be the unofficial service of someone just stepping into a gap to serve. 



In Acts 6, the apostles said, “Look, we need to give ourselves to serving the Word and praying, so let’s get some people who can serve 

tables. We’ve got to have some support. We have to have some help.” 



They needed some men to serve. That is what started the service of 

a deacon. They needed help to meet the needs of the widows. That’s what 

you see in Biblical leadership, the pastor/elders are for the spiritual needs of the body and the deacons are taking care of practical needs of the body. 

It’s not that the pastor/elder couldn’t stack chairs, that’s not the issue, it’s the matter of distribution. If you want the pastor to stack chairs all day, it’s going to affect the primary thing he is called to do, to teach the Word of 
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God. So, what does God do? He wants all the needs met so He gives 

various gifts. Do you see how it works? If you leave it alone it works 

perfectly. But you have to keep it in a Biblical context. 



The church is dependent on helpers, on the gift of serving. In fact, 

many would say that what we saw in I Corinthians 12:28, when it talks about the gift of “helps,” many would say that you’re talking about the 

same gift that’s mentioned here. Because that’s what you’re doing, you’re helping, you’re serving. It’s the same thing, it comes in a multitude of different ways, it’s whatever needs to be done. One guy says: 

 “You can stuff envelopes, you could make phone calls, you could clean things, you could go to hospitals and call on the sick. I mean, there are a myriad of support things that have to be done in the ministry. No limit, absolutely no limit to it. If you have that kind of a gift, then be at it.” 

  

   

My guess is that there are a lot of people that God has given the 

gift of service, but we have this selfish, self-centered attitude, that we think that the church is here to serve us. And then the people who actually have that gift don’t ever use it. They think it is beneath them. “I’m not going to stack chairs.” With the gifts, you can see where they basically are wanting the bigger gifts. “I want to be the eye, no, I want to be the hand.” 

They are all needed. The point is that whatever gifts you have, get busy using them. And dare I say, what is the old axiom? 20% of the people in 

the church do 100% of the work, while 80% of the church does nothing. 

Nobody has the gift of serving or helps when God sees how much help we 

need? God sees the work that needs to be done and He distributes the gifts. 

Do you mean to tell me that He sees all that needs? And He made no plan 

for people to help out? No, I think He gave a ton of people, who are born-again, who go to church services, who have this gift, but they never use it. 

Because they have been tricked by society to not look at it Biblically, to see that this is something valuable, and they think it is something beneath them. So, who suffers? The church does. 



Paul says, “If you have got the gift, you need to get busy serving.” 

And the cool thing is, that’s where the testimonies come in. That’s where the divine appointments are. But you have to have eyesight. How many 
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remember that cartoon called “Robots?” What was the big phrase in that 

cartoon? “See a need, fill a need.” That’s basically what it is. Paul’s saying that whatever your gift is, use it. Certainly, that would come from serving. 

Don’t wait for somebody to ask you. You got the gift, you see a need, fill it, do it. I guarantee, there are tons of people who have this gift, but you don’t have the eyesight to look around and see the need to just do it. That’s where it gets exciting, because you start seeing needs being met, you start seeing people lost, and saved, they’re being blessed, and they’re being 

urged, by you serving them. That’s not beneath you, that’s a wonderful 

gift. You just have to have the eyesight to look around, see the need, and get busy with your gift. 

This video begins with a man getting into his car, turning the key and 

proceeding to back out of his driveway, when he sees a young boy on a 

skateboard rolling down the street. He has to slam on his brakes in order keep from hitting the boy. He shakes his head in frustration and thinks to himself. 

 “Every time I am pulling out, he is right there. Someone needs to talk to his parents. If they are ever home.” 

He pulls up to the intersection and traffic is backed up. Again, in 

frustration he is thinking to himself. 

 “What is it with the traffic these days? Always, every day, this intersection is always crowded. I hate pulling out of here.” 

When he gets to his destination, he finds a parking space, but just as he is about to pull into it, another car pulls in ahead of him. 

 “Okay, I’m not even here. Right, lady! The princess of parking. Sure, take this spot. Be inconsiderate.” 

He decides to stop to get a coffee, but there are several people in line. He shakes his head again in frustration. 
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 “Unbelievable!” 

After 4.2 minutes he finally gets to the counter. 

 “It’s about time, let’s see, what do I want?” 

Before he can even order, a man steps in front of him asking if he can add a cookie to his order. 

 “No problem, most important man in the world. I’m sure you need your cookie.” 

He is finally at the counter and the clerk asks,   “What can I get for you today?”  

He tells the clerk what he wants, and the clerk tells him,  “It will be a few minutes. I see you have been waiting. Thank you for your patience.”  

He replies,  “Great!”   

Again, he is so frustrated. He sits down at the table to wait to get his coffee. He is thinking to himself. 

 “Yeah great! Wait again! Unbelievable!” 

   Suddenly, a tall man dressed in a suit, wearing sunglasses walks up to him and stands in front of him. He looks at the guy, wondering what this guy wants. He asks him,  “What?!”  The man reaches into his coat pocket and pulls out what looks like a glass case but on it reads, “Great Service.” He looks at it in question, then looks back up to see the man in the dark 

glasses, but the man has disappeared. He is nowhere to be found. He opens the glass case and finds a pair of glasses. He puts them on and when he 

looks around the café, there is a message under each person. “Avoiding 

relationships for fear of pain,” “Discontent with life,” “Struggling with sense of purpose,” “Has never know true friendship,” “Recently lost his 

job.” And he thinks to himself. 
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 “What is that? What in the world? What am I supposed to do? How can I do anything about that?” 

The clerk brings him his coffee. He sees the words on the clerk, “Fighting addiction.” He takes the coffee and thinks to himself, 

 “I’ve got to get out of here.” 

He runs out the door and almost runs into a man on the sidewalk. The man says, “Hey watch it.” But the sign on this man reads “Needs a hug.” He 

turns around the other way and bumps into a lady with two kids. The sign across her reads, “Works 2 jobs to feed her kids.” She says, “I’m sorry, so sorry.” He is trying to get away from people, when another lady walks past him. Her sign reads, “Grieving her best friend.” He jumps into his car and drives out of the parking lot. But he passes another lady in a car in the parking lot and the sign on her says, “Fighting with husband.” There is a man on the side of the road with car trouble, his sign reads, “Could really use a ride.” He just passes him by but comes upon a young girl looking 

destressed. Her sign reads, “Ran away from home 3 days ago.” All of 

these signs are running through his head. He’s realizing that he’s not the only one that is frustrated and has problems. He gets back home and pulls into the driveway. He decides he can’t take any more of this. So, he starts to take off the glasses and put them back into the case when the little boy on the skateboard comes down the street again. The little boy’s sign reads, 

“Just needs someone to care.” He puts the glasses back on and calls out to the little boy. 

 “Hey buddy, come here.” 

He goes to the boy, kneels down and pats him on the back and starts to 

talk to him. Now, on the glass case the words are now, “Get it?” 



Wow, I guess the gift of serving is a valuable gift, isn’t it? It’s way 

more than just stacking chairs. You just have to have the eyes to see. That serving mentality. I’m fully convinced that the church is blessed. Any 

body of Christ is blessed with a bunch of people who have the gift of 
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serving, but we just need to get that eyesight back and realize just how important this gift is. And if we really could, you know one thing that we could do away with? We could get rid of those sign-up sheets. We could 

even get rid of those announcements, eighteen times in a row, can you 

please help? We’ve got people beating down the doors because they see 

that this is one of the most valuable gifts. Paul dealt with this before. “No, I want to be the preacher, I want to be the person that teaches, I want to be the evangelist, the guy that gets all the attention.” 



We need these people, big time. And when you see what this really 

is, it’s an incredible gift. How could you downplay this thing? It could meet multiple needs here in the body, outside of the body, if you would 

just look around. That’s a legitimate gift that’s in function today. That one is not temporary. We still desperately need that. 



Now the third one we are going to see on the list is the gift of 

teaching. This gift involves the analysis and proclamation of the Word of God, explaining the meaning, context and application to the hearer’s life. 

The gifted teacher is one who has the unique ability to clearly instruct and communicate knowledge, specifically the doctrines of the faith. 



Now some people get confused and say, “What’s the difference 

between teaching and preaching? The Greek word for teaching is 

 “didasko”  which means a formal, systematic training or teaching. That is used as an example for training a choir, over weeks and weeks, until 

finally they have mastered what they have been trained to learn, and they are ready to perform. Preaching is a one-time proclamation. It is an 

announcement, a heralding of the Biblical Truth. But the gift of teaching is the function of systematically training people, taking them from one point to another systematically. It can refer to a teacher in a seminary or a Bible College or a Sunday School teacher. I would hope your Sunday School 

teacher had the gift of teaching. Unfortunately, that has become 

scandalous. 



It’s not pop psychology, it’s not the opinions of other people, not 

relativism, it is a systematic approach of teaching God’s Word. Now, did you know that there was a method to my madness preaching here? When I 

first got here on Wednesday nights, I took nothing for granted. I heard 

stories like, “I’ve been saved for 918 years.” I don’t care how long you’ve 
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been saved; I’m taking nothing for granted. What did we start on 

Wednesday nights? Discipleship 101. And what was the very first thing 

that we discussed in Discipleship 101? Salvation. How long were we in 

salvation for? Six weeks. I took nothing for granted. What is salvation and then we began to move from there. Salvation, then prayer, then how do 

you get into the Bible, and that was for a whole year. The next year we did Discipleship 102. Now you get a little bit of foundation, taking nothing for granted, so that we are all on the same page. Systematically, going through the Word; going through doctrine. It’s not a bad thing. Now we are going to lay some meat on that. We began to get into some meatier subjects like the Deity of Christ, the Trinity, and future events. There was a method to the madness, so that now we can talk about World Religions, Cults and the Occult. Now we have a basis to operate from. That’s what this gift is, it’s a gift of teaching, systematically, teaching people. 



As we saw before, the pastor, in the five-fold ministry, that is really 

four, pastor/teacher, if you are going to be a pastor/elder, a leader teaching elder, you have to have the gift of teaching. So, a pastor has to have this gift. Somebody can have the gift of teaching, but it doesn’t mean that they are automatically called to be a pastor. It could be just somebody who 

teaches a Sunday school class. Wouldn’t you say that anybody who is 

teaching the Word of God, not only the pastor, anybody, shouldn’t they 

have the gift of teaching? 



The problem that we saw before is that many churches suffer from 

the “warm body syndrome.” What’s that, you moved, okay you’re the one, 

you can teach. You own a Bible - you haven’t picked it up in 18 years - or you read an article one time. Let’s just throw anybody in there. And then you wonder why the church doesn’t grow. Most Sunday School classes are 

about as spiritual in depth as this. Watch this. 



ANATOMY OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL SCANDAL 



Following are the comments made by several Sunday School members, 

about what their Sunday School teacher just did: 

  

 “How did all this happen? Well, I guess it began a few months ago.” 
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 “The class was great, the teacher was great, everything was great.” 

  “It was wonderful back then.” 

  “None of us, absolutely none of us ever thought anything like this could happen.” 

  “I always knew this was going to happen.” 

  “People are not always what they seem to be.” 

  “It happened while our teacher was at a teens rally.” 

  “That’s usually the way things happen. He set himself up for temptation by going to that rally.” 

  “Rally, a rally is the devil’s playground.” 

  “When he left that teen rally, and returned to our class the following Sunday, we could tell there was something different about him.” 

  “He was different.” 

  “He was so different.” 

  “He tried really hard to conceal his transgressions.” 

  “I marched right up to him before class and made him tell me exactly what had happened.” 

  “Our teacher finally broke down and confessed the matter to Faye, our class prayer leader, under the condition that she tell no one.” 

  “I immediately notified everyone on the prayer chain after class.” 

  “I was shocked to hear what our teacher said.” 
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 “You read about this happening in other classes, but you think this could never happen in your class. To your teacher.” 

  “I just couldn’t believe it; our teacher would never do anything like that. 

 But the very next week, in front of everyone, he admitted it.” 

  “There in the followship hall, without anyone around him to protect him, and keep him accountable, our teacher decided to do something that 

 would forever effect the way you are seen and esteemed by our class.” 

  “He decided to change.” 

  “Change our class.” 

  “I mean, you think you know somebody, then this.” 

  “We trusted him, we thought he was one of us.” 

  “The first change he wanted to make, was to involve our class in faith.” 

  “I’ve been the class outreach for the past thirteen years. I didn’t know just how to take that.” 

  “I stood right up to him and told him, if God wanted lost people in our class, they’d walk through the door.” 

  “I guess he didn’t know our class as well as we thought. Because no one in our class has the gift of evangelism.” 

  “What the heck is wrong with people leaving the class the way it is? We all know each other.” 

  “I don’t think he had a clue that this might affect new people.” 

  “New people?” 
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 “One class I heard of got involved in faith and they ran right out of chairs in their room.” 

  “Where would I fit?” 

  “That same morning, he introduced another idea.” 

  “He didn’t even have to say it, we knew what was coming.” 

  “Then he said it.” 

  “Eventually we had to split our class.” 

  “He never used the word split; he called it birthing a new class.” 

  “Birthing?” 

  “Birthing, what is a birthing?” 

  “Birthing, what is this, some kind of free love hippie cult?” 

  “This was definitely seen as heresy. Many in the class tore their robes and began to weep and pray. All of these seniors were terrified. But none of them was nearly as radical and devastated as with what our teacher 

 suggested next.” 

  “Suddenly.” 

  “Abrupt.” 

  “Announcement.” 

  “He said we needed to change rooms.” 

  “That’s when we realized that our teacher was possessed by a demon.” 
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 “Get thee behind me satan.” 

  “Blow up our room.” 

  “I got saved in that room.” 

  “But the piano is in that room.” 

  “The reaction was swift, frightful, and it involved many handfuls of breakfast foods. The teacher barely escaped with his life. But none of us have seen him since.” 

  Teacher X:  “I just wanted to make a few changes. I never thought that it would end up like this.” 

  “And now we are back to normal. Our Tuesday nights are free again. 

 Nobody’s birthing anything around here. And our prayer time, they’re up to 45 minutes again. Surprisingly, we have very few new faces.” 

  “I’m teaching every weekend until we find a suitable replacement. You know, someone that will tow the line.” 

  “Now that the scatter is over, it’s good to have our class back to normal.” 

  “Yep, we’re back to normal. Just the way God intended us to be.” 

  The Never Reader:  “I’m a big fan of the Bible, I mean who wouldn’t be, it’s in most hotel chains. I have one, probably two. I know we have a non-reading one in our living room. It’s beautiful, it’s right underneath our plaque that reads: “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” I am such a fan. I became a fan of the Bible on Facebook. Big fan.” 

  Interviewer:  “So, how often do you read the Bible?” 

  The Never Reader:  “I’m a big fan.” 
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Clueless:  “I think I have a pretty good grasp of the Bible and how I teach it to my Sunday School class. Granted I have been asked to step down a few times, but I mean heresy is such a lose term these days. But I think if you put all the jigsaw puzzle pieces of the Bible together, I think I have a little something to teach anybody a thing or two.” 

  Interviewer:  “Okay, so, share some of your knowledge with us.” 

  Clueless:  “Okay, the Bible doesn’t really get cookin’ until Moses built the Ark. No, he was the one that parted the Red Sea. He was also the one that wrestled with God in the River of Gabach and if it wasn’t for that, he wouldn’t have been able to part that river too. But that was the 

 foreshadowing. That was a prophecy for the New Testament, when Luke 

 would be in that river going, ‘Hey, I thought I could walk on water.’ And that was the foreshadowing of when King Nebuchadnezzar was telling 

 King David to go get those people out of that water, because Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not belong there. And that is how King James became the greatest King of Israel.” 



Yeah, and you wonder why the church doesn’t grow. You may have 

people, but your Biblical knowledge is zero. I don’t know if you 

remember the stat, but 93% of the American Church is what’s called 

Biblically illiterate. Why? Because I think there are a lot of people, so-called teaching the Bible, but they have no business doing it. Because they don’t have the gift of teaching. We laugh at this video because it’s so true. 

And you wonder why the spiritual growth of the church is stunted? 



The gift of teaching can refer to someone who disciples a person 

one-on-one, someone who carries them from point A to point B to point C 

or whatever. It is the ministry of leading someone along in the systematic understanding of the teaching of the Word of God. The early church met 

every day. I’m sure. Acts 2:42 says they were continually together in the Apostles’ doctrine. There was a didactic exercise going on when the 

Church came together to analyze and systematize the Word of God. And 

that’s what we’re called to do in Matthew 28, go into all the world, and it says make disciples of all men, teaching them, didactically, systematically 
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instructing them in an increased understanding of the Word of God. 

Teaching them to observe all things, whatsoever I have commanded you. 



God gave the gift to Paul very clearly. Paul was a teacher. Paul 

could proclaim on the one hand, and he could also teach. You just read 

Romans and you’ll know he was a teacher. He is the systematizer of all 

systematizers. In II Timothy Paul says: 

II Timothy 1:11: “I am appointed a preacher and an apostle and a 

teacher.” 



He uses all three words to describe himself. And by the way, it’s 

not totally uncommon for a person to be both a preacher and a teacher in God’s design. 

II Timothy 4:1-5: “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his 

kingdom, I give you this charge. Preach the Word; be prepared in season 

and out of season, to correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience 

and careful instruction, for the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.” 



Here you can see Timothy and Titus were called the pastorals. 

Timothy had the gift of teaching because he was a pastor. You have got to have the gift of teaching, if you are a pastor. But to not only do the work in season, and out of season, but also do the work of an evangelist. Did you know that you could be an evangelist and a pastor at the same time? So, 

sometimes the gifts spill over. Paul, Timothy and obviously Titus, all had the gift of teaching, as well as Barnabas and Apollo, who was very skilled at teaching the Word of God. 



Basically, any elder, because the pastor is an elder, has to have the 

gift of teaching. That is your distinction between elders and deacons. It’s not that deacons couldn’t teach, but one thing that you have to have, if 
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you’re not just a pastor, and the pastor is an elder, but if you are an elder in the church, you have to have the gift of teaching. You have no business 

being there if you don’t. And that’s the problem. People are being put into positions of teaching, leadership, pastors, and elders, and they do not have the gift of teaching. And that’s not just in Sunday School classes, but I’m talking about the pulpit. I believe that by and large, what is happening to the church today, is that they are not doing a good job of interviewing 

candidates to be their pastors, youth pastors, any pastor or elder. They aren’t sitting down with them and verifying that they have the gift of 

teaching. 



That’s not the emphasis today. Have you noticed what the 

emphasis is today? It’s all about image. They don’t want a pastor who has the gift of teaching, they don’t want somebody who will systematically 

teach you the Word of God so you can grow to be a disciple. They want 

somebody who looks like the world, acts like the world and has this image of the world. They want some cool guy that will tell his stories, who looks like Bono, and he can attract the crowd. That’s what the church is doing. 

And that’s supposed to be your pastor? And you wonder why everything 

goes downhill from there? They have no business being there. They end 

up with pastors that look like this, when you compromise on this gift. 

Becky, student minister:  “My husband and I took our first real vacation in six years. And I’m so excited. I mean, don’t get me wrong, I love the students, but sometimes you just need a break, you know? So, I’m really excited because Ignatius is going to cover Wednesday nights for me.” 

  Tom, tech guy:  “Ignatius is the biggest name in student ministry. He has worked with the biggest speakers, the biggest worship leaders, he has spoken to about a million kids. He’s like the Michael Phelps student ministry.” 

  Carl, veteran volunteer:  “I’m kind of old fashioned and I don’t know much about him, but he knows Becky and he loves Jesus and that’s enough for me.” 

                                                      



[image: Image 3]
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Ignatius, communicator, visionary, 

spiritual architect:  “Some people ask 

 me, ‘Ignatius, what does it take to be a 

 great youth pastor? Well, my answer is 

 always the same. Xbox 360, a copy rock 

 band, book deal, and there’s something 

 else. (He is pounding his fingers on the 

 Bible laying on his lap.) Oh yes, a 

 moderately priced haircut. I get mine at 

 Tony and Guy’s for $70 bucks, plus highlights. My ministry is called Flame. And it’s based on some verse in the Bible about fire. You know, we want to see our kids on fire for God. 

  In the middle of this godless culture, we want to drive a stake in the heart of it. We want our kids burning at the stake. I take my preparation very seriously. (As he is speaking, he is sitting in the lotus position.)  I spend two or three hours doing something called ‘prayerlattes.’ Prayerlattes is when I get on the exercise ball, I have a latte, non-fat, it’s like God’s my trainer. He’s stretching my spiritual muscles as well as my physical muscles. 

  Who are my influences? Bono, of course, C. S. Lewis, the Chronicles of Narnia films, they were great. The first two were killers. I hope he writes another one.” 

   He arrives at the church and is greeted by Kelly. 

  Kelly, ministry assistant:  “Hi, I’m Kelly. I’m so pleased to meet you. This is Carl, he is on our volunteer staff.” 

  Carl:  “Hi, Becky has told us so much about you.” 

  Ignatius:  “All good, I hope. Tell me a little bit about your group.” 

  Carl:  “We had a lock-in last weekend and six of our kids made their profession of faith.” 
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Kelly:  “We’re probably going to meet in about 20 minutes before the service starts so that we can pray for 20 minutes.” 

  Ignatius:  “Twenty minutes, do you think it will take that long?” 

  Kelly:  “Or you will probably want to spend some time with the students.” 

  Ignatius:  “Why would I want to do that?” 

The kids are all seated, waiting for Ignatius to come into the room when music starts blasting out of the speakers causing the students to jump at the sudden noise. They look at each other wondering what is going on. At that point Ignatius comes running down the aisle yelling, with his arms 

stretched out. High-fiving one of the kids sitting in the front row. 

Ignatius:  “All right! Hey, who’s your daddy? Who’s your daddy? Can I hear somebody say Ignatius? All right.” 

After he doesn’t get much of a response from the kids, the music stops, 

and he begins to speak. 

Ignatius:  “My name is Ignatius. And tonight, we are going to talk about the God of the universe and how he loves each and every one of you with an unquenchable fire. But before we do that, did anybody bring their Bibles tonight? All right, get them out, put them up over your head, now repeat after me. Say, God’s Word - is living - and active – it is powerful – it is more – than I – can deal with – at this stage – of my life. Good. Put them under your seat. You’re not going to need them tonight.” 

  “I mean to think that there are kids that don’t even know about the Flame website. It’s wow. But I want to see them fired up, you know, engulfed in flames. They need to be smoldering. I’m going to burn them.”  



Yeah, he’s going to burn them alright. It’s bad enough that that’s 

the image people look for in a youth pastor, but can I tell you, from 

experience, that’s also what churches are looking for in a senior pastor. It’s 
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all about image. Who cares about the teaching, what’s their image? What 

do you look like? We have talked about this before. Teaching the Bible 

from the pulpit. This is so old-fashioned; this is turning people away. Now the next stage from this, what they did next was, they had a pulpit, but it was made of plexiglass. You know why? Because it’s transparent, and you 

need to relay the message that you are open. What does that have to do 

with the gift of teaching the Word of God, systematically? I’m serious, I couldn’t make this up. What was it, about 15 years ago? Now, it’s  ditch the pulpit. You know what it is now? You just have a little pedestal to put the Bible on, maybe you open it, maybe you don’t, and you just sit there, with a cup of coffee. A latte. And you just talk. You dress casually. And you just make people feel wonderful. With a Tony and Guy’s haircut. You have to 

look snappy and don’t wear a tie. This is what’s going on in the church 

today. And you wonder why the church is suffering. 



A pastor or an elder must be evaluated on the basis of whether or 

not he faithfully, systematically, exposits the Word of God. If you don’t have the gift of teaching, don’t fool with it because James 3:1 says stop being so many teachers, for theirs is a what? Greater condemnation; don’t be in a hurry to be a teacher. But churches aren’t upholding that standard. 

James 3:1: “Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly.” 



God takes this seriously. Don’t compromise His standard. 



Now the next one on the list is the gift of encouragement – also 

called exhortation. It’s the Greek word  “parakaleo,”  meaning one who comes alongside, a comforter, encourager. This gift is evident in those who consistently call upon others to heed and follow God’s truth, which may 

involve correction or building others up by strengthening weak faith or 

comforting them in trials. Do you think that’s a valuable gift? Is anybody suffering in this world? Do Christians have hard times? Everybody has 

hard times. Can you imagine somebody with this gift of encouragement, 

and they come to these people who were hurting, who are afflicted, who 

are just down, and what they do is exhort them in the Word of God? 
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Again, you encourage, you strengthen, you advise, you comfort 

and just be, “Hey, I love you enough to tell you the truth, you need to get out of sin.” Sin hurts, sin harms, sin destroys. What does the scripture say? 

You who are spiritual, need to restore a brother who’s in sin. Because if they keep going down that route, payday is coming. You’re going to get 

hurt. So, someone has to love them enough to encourage them, and exhort 

them to get out of there. That’s why things are going so badly. Get out of that sinful state. Get back to the Word of God. 



It could be used during times of trouble, when they are spiritually 

weak, to encourage them to be stronger, to trust the Lord, and walk by 

faith, God will work it out. It can come in lots of ways. Some people are just really great at comforting those that are in sorrow. Do Christians have times of sorrow? Yes, we grieve, sometimes it hurts. But we don’t grieve like those who have no hope. Isn’t it great to have somebody who is 

supernaturally gifted, who just has this gift to speak the Word to you and bring that sense of hope, uplifting with God’s Word, not just from 

themselves? “Don’t worry, be happy.” That doesn’t help. It’s from God’s 

Word, that’s where the power comes from. It’s not some secular 

encouragement. Some people are very great at infusing strength into those that are weak and encouraging those that are fainthearted. These are the encouragers. One pastor said this: 

 “Some folks who came over to the visitor’s line, said, ‘We’re not first-time visitors, but every once in a while, we like to say ‘Hi, to our pastor.’ And I said, ‘I just want you to know that you people are encouragers, you 

 encourage me so much.’” 



Now these folks are extremely valuable. Now here’s what’s 

happening. The charismatic community abuses these gifts and it’s all 

about self. Mistake number one. But as we are taking these gifts and 

seeing what they are, how many in the church are guilty of downplaying 

these gifts? Remember the first one, serving? What a fantastic gift. But people say, “I’m not a servant.” So, we messed that up. It hurts the church. 

Then we take the gift of teaching, which if you are going to be a pastor of any kind, or an elder, you have to have the gift of teaching. If you’re 

teaching Sunday School and you don’t have this gift, get out of there. But 
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we have so downplayed it, that we don’t look for that gift. It’s all about image. So, the church gets hurt. Now we have the gift of encouragement, 

and it’s no big deal. No, we live in a world of hurt. And this is a fantastic gift. Don’t downplay this one. 



Did you know that the church is called “ecclesia,” a group of 

called out ones? When we gather together, the church is not a building, it’s us. When we gather together in this building that we call the sanctuary, we are supposed to feel better from whence we came. Why? Because the gifts, the legitimate gifts that are Biblically in function; you got taught, you got served, you got encouraged, wow, couldn’t wait to get back and do it 

again. It’s not being done today, and people just go through the motions. 

And the church is suffering. Unfortunately, some churches, and I hear a lot of reports, from people all over the United States, they come up to me and say, this is one of the warmest, friendliest churches, but then they say I wish we had that. It seems like people really care for each other. That’s the way a true church is supposed to be. I’m not saying I’m perfect, and there is no perfect church, because you know the axiom. If you find a perfect 

church, don’t go there, because you’ll mess it up. 



So, I’m not saying that Sunrise is not without our challenges. But 

by and large, we’ve been through a lot as a family. We’ve been through all kinds of stuff. But we are growing together, and things are going great. It’s a good body. But not everybody has that. Have you ever been to that 

church, that you will never forget, because there was nobody that had the gift of encouragement? In fact, what they had was the gift of 

discouragement. In fact, it started right when you met them at the door. 

Like these guys. 

Two men open the double doors at the entrance to the church. They each 

stand by a door holding the door open for the people coming in. 

Man on the left door:  “You know what, I love being one of the greeters.” 

  Man on the right door:  “You know, I love it too. I tell my wife I can’t wait to greet. And when I do, it’s my favorite Sunday of the month.” 
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Man on the left door:  “Welcoming the people into the church, shaking their hands, you just got to love that feeling.” 

  Man on the right door:  “I feel the spirit moving within me.” 

  Man on the left door:  “If Jesus was at this church, He’d be standing at these front doors greeting people just like this.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Oh look, here’s our first customers. The Donaldson’s. I just love them. And they have two nice kids.” 

  Man on the left door:  “I just love seeing people like them coming in every Sunday.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Those are the people that make this kind of church.” 

   As the family enters the door, both greeters shake their hands with,   “Good Morning and welcome. Good to see you again.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Oh look, someone else with a child.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Wait a second Mark. What’s wrong with this picture?” 

  Man on the right door:  “Oh, your right, a young single mom.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Yep, there’s not even a ring on her finger. We’re going to have to stop her.” 

  Man on the right door:  “I’m sorry ma’am, I can’t let you in here.” 

  Lady with the little boy:  “But this is a church. Shouldn’t I be allowed in?” 
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Man on the left door:  “You know that whole single mother thing really doesn’t work here.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Maybe it would have been best if you had gotten your priorities set a little sooner. You know, why don’t you come back in a year or so when you’ve got a ring on your finger and a nice husband. 

 Okay?” 

   And the lady turns around and walks away. 

  Man on the right door:  “Well, Ryan, I hate turning anybody away but you’re right, it had to be done.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Check out this guy, Mark, where does he think he’s going?” 

  Man on the right door:  “Ryan, he does not look like he makes enough money to come to this church.” 

  Man on the left door:  “If he comes in here, it’s just going to be awkward for everyone else.” 

  Man on the right door:  “I just don’t know what to say to people who make less money than me.” 

  Man on the left door:  “It’s not hard to get a good job, he’s probably just lazy.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Hold it.” 

   The man is walking up to the entrance to go into the church. 

  Single man:  “Excuse me sir, did you just say something?” 

  Man on the right door:  “Yes, I said hold it.” 
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Single man:  “You’re not going to let me in?” 

  Man on the left door:  “Well, sir, it’s not that we’re not going to let you in, but it would just be uncomfortable for you around offering time.” 

  Man on the right door:  “People here have nice homes, nice jobs, they are well dressed.” 

  Man on the left door:  “You’re not in our class. Please move along.” 

  Single man:  “This is crazy. This is a church.”  And he turns to leave.   

  Man on the right door:  “Well, you’re right, that was a tough thing to do. 

 But people just wouldn’t have accepted him.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Yeah, we tough greeters have to make some tough decisions. Like this guy here, he’s definitely not getting in.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Yeah, what is that? Is that a teenager? Nobody wants to sit next to a teenager.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Wait a second buddy.” 

  Teenager:  “Is there a problem?” 

  Man on the right door:  “As a matter of fact, there is a problem. How old are you?” 

  Teenager:  “I’m 17, why?” 

  Man on the right door:  “We don’t really like teenagers here unless they have parents in the church.” 

  Man on the left door:  “They’re too loud, they’re noisy, they break things.” 
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Man on the right door:  “Why don’t you just get out.” 

  Teenager:  “You guys are jerks.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Geez Mark, he was really mean. He didn’t seem very accepting.” 

  Man on the right door:  “He was very unchristian. We wouldn’t have wanted him here anyway.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Oh, no!” 

  Man on the right door:  “What’s wrong?” 

  Man on the left door:  “We’ve got a divorced woman at 12 o’clock. This is so uncomfortable.” 

  Man on the right door:  “I never know how to handle this kind of thing.” 

  Divorced woman:  “What’s going on?” 

  Man on left door:  “Well, you’re divorced now and we’re not sure if we are going to let you in.” 

  Divorced woman:  “But I have been coming to this church for years.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Well, ma’am, since you have been coming here for a long time, I think we can make an exception. But I’ll tell you what, why don’t you sit on the far end of the sanctuary, so as not to disturb anybody.” 

  Man on the left door:  “Awesome ma’am, we have instructed everyone not to talk to you. We believe that is a better solution for everyone.” 

  Divorced Woman:  “This is absurd.” And she walks into the church. 
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Man on the right door:  “Well, do you think we did the right thing, letting her in like that?” 

  Man on the left door:  “We’re Christians, we have to be accepting. Plus, people aren’t going to talk to her anyway.” 

  Man on the right door:  “I hope you’re right, Ryan.” 

  Man on the left door:  “So do I, so do I. Oh no, not again.” 

  Man on the right door:  “Awww, he’s back.” 

  Man on the left door:  “This guy tries to get in every week.” 

  Man on the right door:  “And he’s not married.” 

  Man on the left door:  “He’s a bum, he doesn’t have a job.” 

  Man on the right door:  “He spends all his time hanging out with degenerate people. I find his behavior just unacceptable.” 

   The man walking up to the door is Jesus. 

  Man on the right door:  “I don’t even want to talk to him. Let’s just shut the door and get out of here.” 

Both greeters turn around and go into the church, closing the door behind them. As Jesus comes up to the door and reaches to open the door, the 

door is locked. Jesus cannot get into the church. So, he shakes his head and turns around to leave. 



Have you ever been to one of those churches? I told you about the 

church that Brandie and I went to for three months and no one ever said hi to us, not once. And it became a joke every week. We thought maybe we 

should try a different deodorant. I know I brushed my teeth. It was 

absolutely amazing. I wish I could say that of all the churches I have 
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pastored at we never had to encounter this, but it has happened in every church, even when I first got here. I’ve encountered churches where 

people were deliberately driven off because the church was growing so 

fast, and people were getting tired of newcomers sitting in their seats. I saw people deliberately be nasty in words, and in deeds, to people just 

because they wanted their seats back. 



I pastored a church that deliberately put-up roadblocks because 

they did not want to accommodate newcomers, on purpose. And you 

wonder why people don’t want to come back? You wonder why, even 

when we came here, there was so much infighting? Is anybody glad that 

we went through that many years ago? Everybody got it out of their 

systems. And I know every church has some warts. But that’s what’s 

missing. The encouragement. People with the gift of encouragement. One 

guy says: 

 “We have a guy like that on our staff, named Herb. I don’t care what goes wrong, he’s literally on fire all the time, all the time. He encourages me. In fact, the other day we were in a staff meeting. We had everybody come together and Herb gave us the Word. The whole time, I just sat back. I knew if somebody looked at me, they would wonder what I was thinking about, because I had a silly grin on my face. I had come into that meeting burdened and concerned, and in the process, the Lord began to turn my heart over from the concerned side to the joy side. 

  I had a stupid grin on my face for about 40 minutes, all the time that Herb was talking. I turned to the one sitting next to me and said, ‘Isn’t it marvelous? Isn’t it wonderful?’ He said, ‘Yes, it certainly is.’ I know he was enjoying it, but it was encouraging to me. God bless the encouragers. 

 We need you. If that’s your gift, then share it, would you? Come alongside the weak and strengthen them, come alongside the fainthearted and give them courage, come alongside the sorrowful and give them comfort.” 

   

If you’re weak and defeated, somebody needs to come to you and 

say, “Cheer up, brother, be strong in the Lord and the power of His might. 

God is the victor, so quit being downhearted and live on the victory side, because you’re promised victory. If somebody is in sorrow, go to the 
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person and say, ‘Why are you sorrowing as those who have no hope? Our 

God is a God of victory, and your sorrow will be turned some day into joy. 

Get on the joy side.” If someone is fainthearted and afraid, you need to remind them that God is the one who leads, and God is the one who wins 

in the end and no enemy is greater than God. We belong to God. We are 

His private possessions. We are His children. God is our source of 

strength, our refuge, our help in times of trouble. 



In other words, you’re pulling them up to the level of living 

according to God’s revelation in His Word. Stop looking at our 

circumstances based on our understanding but look at what God has to say about it. That is when things begin to turn around. These people have that supernatural gift, it’s a fantastic gift as well. The preacher proclaims it. 

The teacher systematizes it. The exhorter calls for people to live according to it. If that’s what God has gifted you with, then use it. 



Now let me share with you how the church is supposed to be. It 

may start out good, but then it loses its purpose, including the purpose of the gift. 

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks were frequent, a crude little 

life-saving station was built. The building was just a hut, and there was only one boat, but the few devoted crewmen kept a constant watch over 

the sea. With no thought for themselves, they went out day or night, 

tirelessly searching for any who might need help. 

Many lives were saved by their devoted efforts. After a while the station became famous. Some of those who were saved, as well as others in the 

surrounding area, wanted to become a part of the work. They gave time 

and money for its support. New boats were bought, additional crews were 

trained, and the station grew. 

Some of the members became unhappy that the building was so crude. 

They felt a larger, nicer place would be more appropriate, as the first 

refuge for those saved from the sea. So, they replaced the emergency cots with hospital beds and put better furniture in the enlarged building. 
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Soon the station became a popular gathering place for its members to 

discuss the work, and to visit with each other. They continued to remodel and decorate until the station more and more took on the look and 

character of a club. Fewer members were interested in going out on 

lifesaving missions, so they hired professional crews to do the work on 

their behalf. 

The lifesaving motif still prevailed on the club emblems and stationery, and there was a liturgical lifeboat in the room where the club held its 

initiations. One day a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in many boatloads of cold, wet, half-drowned people. 

They were dirty, bruised, and sick; and some had black or yellow skin. 

The beautiful new club was terribly messed up. And so, the property 

committee immediately had a shower house built outside, where the 

shipwrecked victims could be cleaned up before coming inside. 

At the next meeting there was a split in the club membership. Most of the members wanted to stop the club’s lifesaving activities altogether, as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal social life of the club. 

Some members insisted on keeping lifesaving as their primary purpose 

and pointed out that, after all, they were still called a lifesaving station. 

But those members were voted down and told that if they wanted to save 

lives, they could begin their own station down the coast somewhere. 

As the years went by, the new station gradually faced the same problems 

the other one had experienced. It, too, became a club and its lifesaving work became less and less of a priority. The few members who remained 

dedicated to lifesaving, began another station. 

History continued to repeat itself; and if you visit that coast today you will find a number of exclusive clubs along the shore. Shipwrecks are still 

frequent in those waters, but most of the people drowned. 
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That’s the church today, in America. We are so sidetracked. Why 

did God give the gifts? For the edification of the body. But we don’t even understand the gifts, or we downplay the gifts, or we don’t use the gifts. 

After I said all that, here comes the Charismatic Movement and they abuse the gifts. They turn the beautiful gifts, the gift of serving, the gift of teaching, the gift of encouragement, for humanity’s hard times, what a gift to have. And they turn it inwards and it’s all about themselves. It’s all about a show and how incredibly spiritual they are. In fact, it’s so 

apparent, the abuse of the Spiritual gifts, that even the lost recognize this. 



I want to share this with you. As far as I know it’s not Christian, 

but they are making fun of these people in the charismatic community that take the gift and twist it into a personal show. They even know something is wrong with that. 

This video opens with a pastor at the podium, speaking into the 

microphone. The congregation is sitting quietly listening to his words. 

Suddenly he starts dancing on stage, imitating what happens in the 

Kenneth Hagin meetings. As he is running back and forth on stage, 

shaking and dancing and talking into the microphone, the people in the 

congregation start standing up and shaking and dancing as well. The place is completely out of control. It is like a spirit has taken over their bodies. 

They are running in the aisle, jumping up and down at their seats, and it looks like someone might possibly get hurt in the process. 



Oh yeah, that’s way better than the gift of serving. The church is 

going to thrive in these Last Days. We don’t need this gift of teaching. If we can just get everybody to that (As seen in the video). Forget that gift of encouragement thing. Man, that was some serious action. That will bring 

the crowd in. How sad it is, that we, who do know the legitimate gifts, 

either downplay them or we don’t use them. Again, I’m not here to poke 

people in the eye and start an argument, but then you throw this thing into the mix and elevate that, no wonder things are as messed up as they are. 
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 Chapter Seven 

———————————— 

Biblical Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 4 

Spiritual gifts, that is one of the dangers of the Charismatic 

Movement. They are misapplying and misunderstanding the gifts and 

frankly making up new supposed gifts, that are supposed to be a 

movement of the Spirit in the Last Days. And it’s creating a lot of 

problems. The first negative thing of the Charismatic Movement was the 

gift of prophecy. They think that the gift of prophecy is foretelling 

something that is new. Is that what the gift is? No. We saw that it is 

declaring that which is already revealed from God, which is the Bible. So, in essence, the person who has been gifted by God supernaturally, is gifted at the moment of salvation, by the Holy Spirit. You can jump up and down or take a class, it doesn’t matter. You are going to get what He gives you. 

And you have to explore, and try it out, to see what gifts He gives you. 

Sometimes you need to be equipped, sometimes they’re self-evident. 



But with the gift of prophecy, they want to say that this is 

somebody foretelling the future. That’s mistake number one. Mistake 

number two is that they confuse the gift of prophecy with the office of a prophet. And these are two totally different things. The issue is that with a prophet, or an Apostle, these are two things that do not continue today. 

Why? Are we just resisting this new movement of the Spirit of God in the 
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Last Days? No. Because of the nature of their offices, they are no longer needed. Do we need someone to tell us that there is a new revelation? No. 

Why? Because we have everything we need for life and godliness right 

here in the Bible. We don’t need a new Bible, we don’t need a  new, New Testament. 



And it’s the same thing with apostles,  “Apostolos.”  One sent forth on a commission. That’s what the word means. The apostles were sent 

forth to verify the New Covenant, the New Testament. You go from the 

Old Covenant to the New Covenant. So, these were the guys that were 

validating that this has really happened. We are moving away from the old to the new. Do we need to have that validated anymore? No. So, we’re not resisting the movement of the Spirit of God in the Last Days. They’re not needed, and that was the big issue. The charismatic community by and 

large says that all the gifts and basically all the offices continue today. But what we are seeing Biblically is that, no, they don’t. That’s the difference between the positions of what’s called cessationism, which is where 

certain gifts have ceased. They are no longer needed. But then they would say no, it’s continuationism, that they’re still continuing today. 



Then we saw the gift of serving. Do we still need people to serve 

today? Yes, so again common sense, Biblically, contextually, says that 

one’s still in function today. And how about teaching? Do you still need people to be teachers of the Word of God? Yes. Encouraging, is that a 

valuable gift in the body of Christ today? Absolutely. So, again, we are seeing that some are in function, and some are not. So far, all these gifts are still in function today. But this does not include the gift of foretelling the future. This is not a prophet, it’s not the office, it’s somebody who’s proclaiming whatever has already been declared, i.e., the Word of God, the Bible. 



Now, we’re going to take a look at the next three gifts, but in order 

to do that, we need to take a look at Romans 12. We are going to take a look at the first three areas that give us the list of gifts. 

Romans 12:4-8: “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We 

have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is 
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prophecy, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve, if it is teaching, let him teach, if it is encouraging, let him 

encourage, if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give 

generously, if it is leadership, let him govern diligently, if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” 



Basically, whether you believe it or not, and this is a gift that is 

needed today, it is the gift of giving. Especially when you understand the fullness of what it’s talking about here. Do you think that the church has need of people to give today? Now, what you are going to see in this gift, is not just talking about treasure. That is one aspect of giving, but what is really going on with the meaning of this term, is also giving of your time, your talents, and of course, your tongue. You’re basically giving your life. 

This person is a giver. The Greek word for giving is,  “metadidomi.”  I love that word. “Didomi” means to give. What’s cool about this word is it’s not just gift, it’s the gift of giving. “Meta” implies super. So, basically, this is something supernatural. This is a supernatural giver. This isn’t just 

somebody who has got an attitude of giving, it’s just an over-the-top kind of giver. That is literally what it means. 



And these are the people who joyfully share what they have with 

others. Again, it could be financial, it could be material, it also could be their personal time and attention. And that’s very important. Does it take time to help people out? Do you have to give of your attention to help 

people out? Frankly, I have learned in 20 some odd years of church 

ministry, as a Pastor, it’s a lot easier to cut a check than to cut your time. 

We need to invest time. If a church is going to meet the needs, if the 

church is going to grow spiritually, if the church is going to grow and 

reach the community for Christ, you have to give of your treasure, but you have to also give of your time. Your life is what He’s talking about here. 



The givers are concerned for the needs of other people and seek 

opportunities to share goods, money, and time, as those needs arrive. It’s not just to give, it’s “didomi.” It’s a super giver, it’s intensified. This person gives, a super giving, and it gives also in one translation 

generously, but in another translation says, liberality. So, you don’t just super give, but you give in a generous or liberal fashion. Actually, the Greek word for liberality is  “haplotes”  which means do it with simplicity. 
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Simplicity means with no dichotomy of motive, with no division of 

motive. It’s just a clear, clean motive. You don’t have a double motive 

when you give. This person doesn’t just give, he’s not just a super giver, it’s when you give, it’s with a pure clean motive. You’re doing this purely out of joy. You’re doing this because nobody’s twisting your arm, you’re doing this for the Glory of God. It’s simply that I just love to give. It’s such great joy to give. It’s just simple, honest giving. It’s genuine. 



Now there are people that Jesus called out, that gave, but they 

didn’t give like this. Can you guess what their names were? The Pharisees. 

I believe that the Greek word used there was  “diplous,”  “di” meaning double and “plous” meaning double minded. The Pharisees gave all right, 

but they didn’t necessarily give joyfully, they gave with a double mind. 

Not with simplicity, not for the Glory of God. So why did they give? To 

show off. “See what I did? See what I gave?” Not this, this is the 

supernatural gift from God. When this person gives, they’re a super giver. 

They do it, simply mindedly. They give generously, purely genuine, out of joy, for the Glory of God. Now, do you think that’s something that we 

need today? Yes. So, surely, that’s what’s going on. Because God sees the need. These gifts are from God. Does God know the needs of the church? 

Does God know the needs of the church and how best to reach the 

community? Yes. So, do you think that He sovereignly knows what gifts to give, custom tailored for the custom needs? We know that there’s a need. 

So, do you think that God’s given to several people, lots of people, this supernatural gift? Yes. But are we using it? 



And again, it’s not just treasure, its attitude, I’m giving my life, I’m doing it, not because I have to, not because somebody guilted me into it, or not because the sermon really got to me. No, I want to give joyfully, this is awesome, what a privilege this is. I am giving purely out of joy, for the Love of God. Are we doing that? I don’t know. You’ve probably heard 

the old phrase; God hasn’t called us to do anything, that’s foreign. And Jesus says, you know in all ways. He was tempted as we are, yet without 

sin. He knows what it’s like down here. He put up with way more than you and I could ever shake a stick at. Giving is important. Did God give us an example? 
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John 3:14-18: “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in Him may have 

eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” 



So, you and I bank our whole eternal existence, the reason why we 

are here, the reason we’re born-again is because God GAVE, God gave us 

the best. He gave us His one and only Son. He didn’t give us one of fifteen sons, or the one that always get on His nerves. “Yeah, you can have that guy.” He gave us His best, His one and only Son, and that’s what we see. 

That’s what I think that many of us have forgotten. We don’t give, we 

don’t have the mindset to give. Don’t misunderstand me, it’s not just 

treasure. It’s this mindset of giving away your life. Like what Paul says in chapter 12, what’s your logical act of worship? Give your life away as a Holy sacrifice. This is your spiritual, logical act of worship. You love Jesus, what do you do? He gave you, His life. What do you do? You give 

away yours. It’s all about giving. The reason we are saved is because of giving. And He has called us to do the same thing. 



In Acts 20:35, Paul quotes something that Jesus said. It’s actually not recorded in the gospel. It’s kind of a cool thing. He says, “In 

everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak.” Remembering the words of the Lord Jesus himself, He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 



What’s the timing of this message? I didn’t pick this timing. We 

are in the season of the year, the last month of the year, when what is 

everybody’s mindset? Oh, I just love Christmas season because it’s the 

time to give away more of this life. Are you kidding me? What’s the 

mindset, the exact opposite of this. It’s all about receiving. I shared with you the stats before, that a higher percentage of people, when they are out buying gifts; they are also buying gifts for themselves. It’s just an excuse to get something. It’s an excuse to receive. It has nothing to do with 

Christmas anyway. If you’re not going to put Jesus Christ in them, you’re 
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not going to celebrate the birth of Christ, and what it has turned into is consumer mass, not Christmas. But Jesus said it’s more blessed to give 

than to receive. The operative word there is blessed, what’s blessed? 

Blessed in the Greek is  “Makarios”  which means Spiritually prosperous, with joy. How many would like to be Spiritually prosperous, with joy, 

every day in your walk with Jesus Christ? 



Wouldn’t it be awesome? Every day you get up and you’re so full 

of God’s joy, you’re just Spiritually prospering, you’re growing in your walk with Jesus Christ. It’s like you have to pay somebody to slap the 

smile off your face, this is getting so great. Do you know how that 

happens? You know how you get that blessed life? It’s when you have an 

attitude of “give away your life.” It ain’t about you! What did Jesus do when He was here on earth? He gave, He gave, He gave, He gave His life, 

but before He gave up His life, ultimately on the cross, so that you and I can be saved, He was always giving. He was giving even to the point of 

exhaustion. He was constantly teaching. He was constantly healing. He 

was constantly casting out demons. That’s all He did, was give. And that’s why Paul said, “It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” 



Now what’s our mindset? It’s not that. I’m really convinced that 

this is one of the gifts that a lot of the people in the church have. Again, don’t misunderstand me. It’s not just treasure. Yes, it is part of that, but it’s this attitude that “I’m here to give.” Now what’s the attitude when people come to church services today? It’s not about that, it’s about what you give me. In fact, it’s turned into the “Me Church.” I have shared this video 

before. 



Me/Church 

Where it’s all about you. 

Narrator:  “Imagine a church where every member is passionately wholeheartedly and recklessly calling the shots.” 

  Office worker:  “I am busy at work and by the time Sunday rolls around I’m tired, so how about a church service that starts when I get there?” 

  Narrator:  “Can do, when you arrive, we begin.” 
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Young father:  “This guy, (a newborn) plays by his own rules. We want to find a church where if he starts screaming, we’re not the bad guys.” 

  Narrator:  “Say no more, if your baby is screaming, you stay seated. The others around you can leave.” 

  Man watching his wife work in the back yard:  “You know, financially, Sherry and I don’t give a lot to the church, but we’d sure like to know who does.” 

  Narrator:  “Alright if you join now, you’ll know what every person gives in detail.” 

  Lady at home reading a book:  “When I’m in a service, can my car get a buff and a wax?” 

  Narrator:  “Not just that, but an oil change and a tune-up.” 

  Guy playing football:  “How about tickets to the Super Bowl?” 

  Narrator:  “That’s asking too much?” 

  Guy playing football:  “I’m serious. If I’m going to join, I want tickets to the big game.” 

  Narrator:  “Alright, you join now, and we’ll get you there.” 

  Young boy riding his bike:  “I’d like a pony.” 

  Narrator:  “Look in your backyard.” 



Now why is that funny? Because it’s so true today. I really think 

that’s what’s happening. There’s Christians all over the United States who have been given this supernatural gift of giving of their time, treasure, talents and tongue. All of those. But the church is suffering because of the influx of our selfish self-centered, me, myself and I, the unholy trinity 
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mindset of our world, has infested their brains. And it is short-circuiting that gift. We need to come as Christians, period. Now we are all called to give, the context here is the meta givers, super givers, we’re all called to give. But we need to come to church with this mindset with the phrase, 

“ask not, what your church can do for you, ask what you can do for your 

church.” Because we’re all called to be givers. These people are 

supernatural givers, but they don’t because the world has convinced them to shut this gift off. They don’t even think about it because their mindset is, I’m here for me. And you know how we know that? What’s the cry? “I 

want the preacher to preach what I want to hear. I want the worship leader to play the songs that I like. I want the church to have the kid’s programs that I want. I want that pew, just for me.” 



And on and on it goes. What kind of a mindset is that? It’s the 

me/church. Can you just imagine if Jesus said, “I’m not going to teach you guys, you’re not even listening. How many times have I been teaching, 

and you ask, ‘What did you say?’ And I have to explain it all over again. 

How many times did I walk up and down through this community, and 

you still don’t get it? I quit!” Now, He could have done that because He’s God. He’s the King of Kings, Lord of Lords. But He gave, and gave, and 

gave. 



Now let me give you some examples of how the church is missing 

out when the people get this selfish me/church mindset, and it short-

circuits this gift. It also shows what could happen if these people don’t utilize this gift. The church suffers. I believe that with this aspect of treasure, sometimes God blesses people financially, so that they utilize it with this giftedness. Some people say, “If I win the Lotto, I’m gonna give to God.” Well, first of all, you shouldn’t be playing the Lotto, that’s 

gambling, and God doesn’t need the Lotto to bless you, number one. But 

number two, have you ever thought that the reason that you don’t seem to prosper, even financially, is because you’re never responsible with what God’s entrusted you with? How about, take care of that first. Instead of, 

“When I get a million dollars, that’s when I’ll be faithful and give.” No, I do believe, and you can see this scripturally, you see wealthy ladies 

helping support the ministry of Jesus. So, wealth in itself, money in itself, is not bad, it’s the love of money. Money is the root of all kinds of evil. 

Money is just money. But the problem is, when you don’t use it for the 
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intended purposes. I think God blesses people with that. The reason why 

the scripture says that God will bless it, pressed down, shaken over, and pressed over, is so that you can become a channel of blessing. Let me give you a positive example of that meta giving. 

 “Shortly after Dallas Seminary was founded in 1924, it almost folded. It came to the point of bankruptcy. All the creditors were ready to foreclose at twelve noon on a particular day. That morning, the founders of the school met in the president’s office to pray that God would provide. 

  In that prayer meeting was Harry Ironside. When it was his turn to pray, he said in his refreshingly candid way, ‘Lord we know that the cattle on a thousand hills are Yours. Please sell some of them and send us the money.’ 

  Just about that time, a tall Texan in boots and an open-collar shirt strolled into the business office. ‘Howdy!’ he said to the secretary. ‘I just sold two carloads of cattle over in Fort Worth. I’ve been trying to make a business deal go through, but it just won’t work. I feel God wants me to give this money to the seminary. I don’t know if you need it or not, but here’s the check,’ and he handed it over. 

  The secretary took the check and knowing something of the critical nature of the hour, went to the door of the prayer meeting and timidly tapped. Dr. 

 Lewis Sperry Chafer, the founder and president of the school, answered the door and took the check from her hand. 

  When he looked at the amount, it was for the exact sum of the debt. Then he recognized the name on the check as that of the cattleman. Turning to Dr. Ironside, he said, ‘Harry, God sold the cattle.’” 

   

What’s that guy doing? He’s not a Pharisee. He’s not saying, “Now 

I want you guys to put a statue out in front, of me and my tall boots and my ten-gallon hat. I’m the guy that donated and saved your school.” No. 

God put it on his heart and there you go. See ya later. That’s 

 “metadidomi,”  the supernatural gift. Does the church need that? Yeah, churches have needs, all the time. What could be done if those who have 
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been gifted with giving would give? And again, not just treasure, but 

everything. What could be accomplished? Now let me give you another 

one. You may not have the money like this cattleman, but it’s just being responsible with what God has entrusted you with. That’s the point. 

 “One day a Christian was asked by a person what he’d done during the past week, and this was his reply, 

  ‘On Monday I preached the Gospel in Brazil. Tuesday, I ministered among the Mexicans in southwest Texas. On Wednesday I operated on patients in a hospital in Africa. Thursday, I taught in a mission school in Japan. On Friday I helped to establish a new church in California. On Saturday, I taught classes in our seminaries, and finally on Sunday I distributed Bibles in Koria.’ 

  And the astonished person replied, ‘Well, how in the world can you be in so many places, doing so many different things?’ 

  And the Christian replied, ‘I wasn’t. But you see I hold the dollars God enabled me to earn, and some of them have been channeled into the places of need I just mentioned.’” 

   

That’s how you get a lot done. Just be responsible with what God 

gives you. Again, it’s not just money. “I just can’t do that; I don’t have any money.” Well, is that the excuse you use for your time? Because you know what I’ve learned when it comes to time? You’ve got time to serve God. 

We’ve got all kinds of time to serve God. It’s just that we don’t use that time wisely. Did you know that the average teenager right now is spending nine hours a day on social media? Nine hours, and that’s just social media. 

It’s a good thing that us adults aren’t ever guilty of that. That’s just social media. What about television? What about these other things? “Well, I just don’t have time.” 



Yeah, you’ve got time. What about all of our talents? Don’t fall for 

the, “I don’t have a million dollars so obviously that’s not my gift.” No, maybe you’ve got the gift, you just need to use it with what God’s 

entrusted you. But don’t use that as an excuse either, for the other ones, 
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your time, your talents or your tongue. How much of your tongue have 

you dedicated for encouraging others in Christ or sharing the Gospel, 

leading folks to Christ? It’s that mindset, it’s supernatural and when you do it, it’s not out of guilt. It’s super giving. There’s no duplicity. I just love to do this. I love to give away my life. Because that’s what Jesus did, and He’s given me this wonderful gift that the church desperately needs today. 

I just want to give away this life, I love doing it. It’s genuine and I’m full of joy. You don’t have to make me do this. How can I help? Where can I 

work? Where can I invest my time, my treasure, my talents, and tongues? 

This is awesome. 



Now again, I’ll ask you the question. Is that a gift that the church 

needs today? That’s why this one (treasure) is still in function for today. 

This is a gift that is needed. Now let’s move on to the next one on the list. 

Prophecy, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving and the next one, of 

course, is leadership. 



Now, this is kind of a cool word. It’s kind of a sailing term. The 

Greek word for leadership is  “proistemi”  which means to set over, to superintend, to preside over, a protector or guardian. The gifted leader basically has the gift of ruling. Some would say this is another name for the same gift that Paul mentions in I Corinthians, about the government or governing. A lot of people say it’s the same gift. It’s a gift of leadership, a gift of governing, a gift of ruling, it’s the same thing. That’s what the word means. But this is somebody who is needed where? Not in the 

Senate or the Congress, he’s talking about the church. So, this is 

somebody who’s been gifted with the gift of ruling in the church. “That’s right, so they can lord it over the people.” No, that’s why Jesus said, 

“Don’t you do that. That’s what the Gentiles do, don’t lord it over them. 

Peter talked about that. 



It means to guide, it means to listen, and it means to steer a ship. If 

you want a ship to go somewhere, you need somebody who is back there 

doing what? You don’t need 18 people. How would it work out if you said, 

“Well, that’s not fair that you have that gift. I think we all should lead.” 

And you’ve got 15 people over there arguing over steering the ship. 

What’s going to happen to the ship? You’re going to sink. You ain’t going nowhere. Or you’re going in circles. But God has given certain people in the church to help lead, to guide the church. Is that not needed today? 
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Yeah, did the church ever flounder around getting nowhere? God sees the 

need of course, so what does He do? He gives people the gift of 

leadership, to guide the one who steers the ship. The one who leads by 

example. Why is that important? Because there’s nothing worse than a 

hypocritical leader that basically says, “Do as I say, not as I do.” But that’s what this word means. 



Now, it not only says that you are supposed to lead, you’re 

supposed to guide, you’re supposed to steer the ship, but you are to do it with diligence. Now the Greek word for diligence is  “spoude,”  which means with speed or with haste. Chop, chop, I don’t have time to waste. 

I’m not just gifted with this ability to lead the church, to move the church, to steer the church to go in the direction that the church needs to go, but we’ve got to move on this thing. If you don’t move on it, you’ll have all of these plans and what happens? It never gets done because people 

procrastinate. “We’ll get around to it.” How many times do people come 

up with great ideas? How many times do people come up with things that 

really need to be done? How many times do they even vote on things? 

Yep, that’s exactly what we have to do. But it never gets done. You may 

even have the gift of leadership, but you know why it never gets done? 

You don’t deal with diligence. You don’t do it with haste. I’ll do it when I get around to it. Or maybe somebody else will do it. This person who is 

supernaturally gifted, they cannot only lead, they lead by example, and 

they do it with haste. Let’s get this thing done now. This is serious. We’ve got to get rolling. 





The idea here is, with the gift of leadership, this person has the 

supernatural ability to organize, administrate, make something happen, 

cover all the details, get the people together, mobilize them, get them 

moving, and accomplish the job. Again, is that something that is needed 

today? Now, here’s what’s wild. In I Corinthians, you might have realized that this was not a model church. When I was in Bible College, we would 

say I and II Corinthians, if you’ve ever been in California, it’s kind of messed up. I was there for 19 years, and I got it. But we said it was like the Corinthian church that was messed up. There were divisions in that 

church. There were all kinds of sins in that church. There were people 

flying, free will. I Corinthians 14, which is all about the gift of languages, the legitimate gift, Paul is correcting them because of their 
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abuse of the gifts. That’s the whole thing that we are talking about here. It is being repeated with the Charismatic Movement. The church was so bad, 

that there was a guy that was sleeping with his dad’s wife. That’s his mom or stepmom. This was going on in the church. It was messed up. It’s not 

the model of the church. 



But one thing that you do not see in I Corinthians, is that there is no mention of leaders. But I guarantee you that there were people there 

with the gift of leading. The problem was that there was no mention of 

leaders. “Well, I follow Paul.” Or “Well, I follow Peter.” Or “I’m super spiritual, I only follow Jesus.” Nobody’s leading, everybody’s doing their own thing. They are just free willing. So, what happens to a church when nobody gets up, and nobody leads? You’re going to end up like the 

Corinthian Church. Things are all messed up. Have you ever gone into a 

church where everybody thinks they are the leader? Nobody wants to 

follow. “I’m the boss.” It’s all messed up, with wars going on at that point or they create all these factions. This group over here has this person 

leading and there’s no cohesiveness, there’s no plan, everybody’s just 

doing their own little thing in their little clique. I know a lot of churches have been doing that. But this is what happened to the Corinthian church. 

It was just free-willed, doing whatever they wanted. One guy said this: 

 “The Corinthians could only see the gifts.”   



It wasn’t, I love Jesus, He’s given me supernatural gifts and I’m 

here to give away my life. I’m here to serve Him, by serving other people, with the supernatural gifts He’s given me. That wasn’t their concern. They were very selfless, just like today. 

 “Their mindset was, I want this gift; I want that gift. Boy, I want to have this gift. I want this prominent thing.” 

   

   Remember what we saw in the Greek? The Charismatic 

Movement says that you are to seek the greater gifts. Actually, what is 

going on there in the Greek, is that you are seeking the greater gifts. Paul’s not saying that is what you are supposed to do. He’s calling them on the carpet, that’s their mindset. It isn’t like they loved Jesus. That they wanted 
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to discover what He, who gives the gifts (the Holy Spirit), had given them so they could get busy using it. They focused on the gift and speaking in this gibberish. But that was their problem, and that’s what’s going on 

today. 

  “Oh no, they were like selfish children at Christmas, like many charismatic people today who just want gifts and gifts and gifts, and not the One who gave the gift, isn’t it? A.B. Simpson wrote that great old hymn, ‘Once it was the blessing, now it is the Lord. Once it was the feeling, now it is His Word. Once His gifts I wanted, now the Giver alone. 

 Once I sought healing, now Himself alone.’ And we see, Him, don’t we? 

 And in seeking Him and finding our walk with Him, the gifts given us will operate.” 

   

And this is the mindset we are supposed to have. God, what have 

you given me? What’s the gift? If it’s leadership, then I need to do it 

diligently. I need to get crackin. This ain’t about me. We have a job to do, let’s get busy using that gift of leadership. Those of you who have the gift of leadership, get involved in that. Apply yourself to that. Do it with 

speed, do it with haste, do it with zeal, diligence, fast, that’s the idea. Get on with it, get at it. I mean, the church can’t function without that. God has designed the church to have leaders. People have so many ideas, but so 

much doesn’t get done because they’re not doing it with diligence. And 

it’s easy for people to do this; they may have the gift of leadership, but they say, “If that was me, here’s how I would do it, you need to do it this way.” And they’re just sitting there the whole time. They may even have 

the gift of leadership, and they’re an armchair quarterback, or the pew 

quarterback. How about helping out, if that’s your gift? Get up here, help us, we need you. 



Oh, here’s the tagline. “I did that when I was younger. Now it’s up 

to those young whippersnappers.” Well, what does the scripture say? The 

older men need to instruct the younger men. The older women need to 

instruct the younger women. You’ve got to pass the baton, which means 

you’re still involved. All you’re doing is sitting around saying, “You’re doing it wrong.” Well help them out then. Who’s going to help train them? 

Anybody can sit there and point a finger and tell you how you’re supposed 
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to do it, but if you have the gift, you have to do it with haste. You have to put it to work, get going, the church needs you. Make haste, the church 

needs administrators who can keep the church on course with fairness and wisdom, efficiency and humility. This kind of management ability is 

indispensable to the church. But if you have the gift in those areas, get on with it, pull some things together, make something happen. But is that 

what we’re doing? No! I think most people are using their leadership 

skills, not in the church, it’s out in the world, and the whole time God is watching this. We are acting like these people. This is a stiff rebuke. 

Paul Washer:  “They say how have we despised your name? He said, you are presenting defiled food upon my altar. But you say how have we 

 defiled you and that you say the table of the Lord is despised? They said we never said that. We never said the table of the Lord was despised. We would never do anything like that. We’re good Christian people. We would never say the Lord’s not number one. We would never say this or that. 

 There is no one more important than God. We would never say that. He says, you say it not with your mouth, but with your life. He says don’t offer me this, and then he says go offer it to your governor. 

  Basically, in modern-day phraseology, it would be this. Go offer your employer what you offer God. See how long you last. Offer acquaintances what you offer God and see how long they remain your friends. Offer your family what you offer God and see how long you have a family. We get excited about missions, and you witness to the guy sitting down beside you. You get all excited about the things in the world, but are you doing what you’re supposed to be doing here? Because missions begin here. 

  If I were to hand out a piece of paper right now, and I were to say to each one of you, on the first part of that sheet, I want you to write down your calling, and your ministry, in this church. And then on the second part of the first page, write down everything that you’ve accomplished this year, through your local church, serving and ministering. And then on the back, write out your plans for next year, on how you’re going to give your life away in the context of this local church, to serve Christ and the nation. 
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 From most of you, I’d have to receive a blank page because, if there’s one thing that the church growth guys got right, it’s this. Twenty percent of the members of a church do eighty percent of the work, and eighty percent of the church do nothing. They come; they attend. Imagine if I were your employer and you came to me and I said, “Okay, let me see your sheet of paper.”  I look at it and it says that you have done nothing this year. 

 According to you. you have no calling. You say that’s right because every time the door of this factory is open, I let you know I’m here. I look on the backside part. You have no goals, you have no desires for the next year, you’re not going to produce anything. No, I’m not, employer; but I 

 promise that every time this factory is opened, I’m going to be here. 

  That’s basically the mentality in the church today. Every time those doors are open, I’m going to be here, at least on Sunday morning. You’re not called to congregate in order to watch other people minister. You’re called to congregate in order to be fed by the Word of God, and worship and then spend the rest of the week ministering unto the people of God for the Glory of God. “Yeah, but how can I do that with all the other activities?” If anything gets in the way of serving the Kingdom, even your right eye, pluck it out, or your right hand, cut it off. “But I have so many activities.” 

  How are you raising your children, to do this? You are carrying them all over for soccer, football, gymnastics, and everything else, but you’re not teaching them to serve God. You’re not preparing them for the day they will stand before Him. You are making them just like you. And that’s terrifying. You want them to have an education and entitlements, and this and that, and you want them to play ball. Do you not know that your 

 children are going to stand before God, and on that day everything you’ve taught them is going to burn up in the fire? They will be left a beggar, and it will be because of you!” 



Wow! Gifts in general, why do you think God gave them to us? Do 

you see how the world is pulling us away? Why is the church is so 

powerless and ineffective? Every year we say that the world is just getting worse and worse. Did you know the problem isn’t with the darkness? If 

you want to get rid of the darkness, what do you do? I’ve said this before. 
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Flip on the light. The reason why the darkness continues to get more and more and increase every single year, is because the light, you and I, refuse to shine. Because really, we’re in love with the darkness of this world. But these people with the gift of leadership, are needed in a big and mighty way. Because we need people who will lead in the church. They won’t 

make excuses. “I’ve got to go to soccer, I’ve got to watch a TV program, I’ve got this social media, that I have to stay up on, to find out who made this nifty cheese sandwich.” 



No, I’ve got to get busy serving Jesus Christ. We have a job to do 

in the church and we need to mobilize each other. We need to get busy, 

make a difference, and let’s shine in this dark world. One pastor said this: 

 “You know, early in the years of our church I used to say, ‘Look, I don’t have time to do the things God has given me to do, so if anything else is going to be done, God’s going to have to raise you up to do it.’ And God through the years has raised up people and people and people and people who say, ‘I think we ought to have this ministry.’ I remember when the first person came to me and said, ‘I think we ought to have a tape ministry.’ I said, ‘Great, why don’t you do that?’ He said, ‘You mean me?’ I said, ‘Your idea, the Spirit of God put it on your heart, make it happen if you believe that’s what’s in your heart.’ And he made it happen, bless God. And I remember when one of our members came and said, ‘You know, we need a bus.’ I said, ‘God has laid that on your heart?’ He said yeah. I said, ‘Well, I think you really ought to find a bus and buy it.’ He said, ‘Me?’ I said, 

 ‘Right.’ He did. I mean, he got the whole thing going. I remember when we had no women’s ministry and some women came and said, ‘We need a 

 women’s ministry.’ And of course, lately they don’t come as often because they know what I’m going to say. If you see a need and you know what action can be taken to resolve it, don’t tell me, get some other folks who have that same like-mindedness, and see what God might do, as you begin to move.” 



God puts the idea on the hearts, and either the person with the gift 

of leadership hears about it, and helps to implement it, or the person who has the gift of leadership sees the need. That’s why God lays it on their heart, and He gives them the ability to pull it off. So, you see how it 
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works? Anybody can come up with an idea, but we need leaders who will 

mobilize and get the job done. Now, is that needed in the church today? 

So, that’s a gift that is still in function today. 



The next gift on the list is mercy. The gift of mercy is definitely 

needed today. The Greek word for mercy is  “eleeo,”  which means to help the afflicted. To supernaturally help the afflicted. This is linked closely with the gift of encouragement. The gift of mercy is obvious in those who are compassionate toward others who are in distress, showing sympathy 

and sensitivity coupled with a desire and the resources to lessen their 

suffering in a kind and cheerful manner. 



Now this is really cool. The Greek word for cheerfully is 

 “Hilarotes”  which in the English means hilarious. So, this person not only gives compassion, but they’re also preoccupied with people that are down and out, they’re just in a miserable state, they’re downtrodden, they’ve got it rough, they’re in pain, they’re deprived, they’re going through hard 

times. These people don’t just have sympathy towards them, they’re not 

just concerned about them, they just want to have another hilarious 

opportunity to show mercy. That’s what’s going on here. Have you ever 

had somebody, when you’re in need, maybe you’re in a downtrodden 

state, just having a hard time, maybe you’re going through a painful 

experience, maybe you had some physical problems and you went to 

somebody and you pray, “Please, let them have the gift of mercy.” But 

they don’t. That’s not good. 



The person with the gift of mercy really makes them really feel 

welcome. They comfort them, they encourage them, they’re there for 

them. They’re not grumbling because these people are asking for help. 

That’s not what these people need when they’re downtrodden. People with 

this gift of mercy are involved in things like jail ministry, or people in the hospital, whether or not it’s their own congregation. They are reaching out to the poor, the distressed, the hurt, the people in the streets, the rescue missions, they have compassion in their hearts. They are “hilarious” about being able to help. They just can’t wait to help out somebody else. What a gift that is. 



In our world today, do people, even in the church, ever go through 

hard times? Wow! What a gift that is when people in the church are having 
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a hardship and somebody comes along and helps them out with joy. What 

a gift that is. Who wouldn’t want to be a part of that family? 

Proverbs 14:21: “He that has mercy on the poor is happy.” 



And this isn’t just a person who’s reaching out to the poor, the 

people who are hurting, the down-and-out people having challenges, 

people who are in pain, maybe they’re having marital problems. These 

people are doing it with a hilarious, joyful, cheerful attitude. What a gift! 

But people, when they come to churches today, the church doesn’t seem to excel in this gift of mercy or being concerned about them, and the painful experience they’re going through, or coming alongside to help. No, most 

churches have bought into the lie of the church growth movement. And it’s a bunch of baloney that’s going on out there. The people who we could 

minister to with the gift of mercy, are being left in the dark. One guy calls them out on the carpet. 

Christian:  “My name is Christian and I’m 31 years old, a loving husband, the father of two wonderful children. A few weeks ago, my doctor told me that I had a brain tumor. Today, I’d like to speak to you pastors and churches out there. Imagine that this Sunday I came to your worship service. What would I see? Would I hear that God loves me and has a 

 wonderful plan for my life?” 

  Rick Warren:  “God has a purpose for your life.” 

  Joel Osteen:  “We know you are the true and the Living God, the God that has a plan and a purpose.” 

  Rick Warren:  “God has a plan and a purpose; He wants the rest of your life to be the best of your life.” 

  Joel Osteen:  “And you know what, God still has a great plan for your life. 

 He’s got a victory and victories, plural, in your future. Not just one because we’ve got more than one.” 
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Christian:  “Because, I have to tell you, on the surface, I think if a brain tumor has a new definition of the word wonderful, I haven’t heard of it. 

 But suppose I come to your church and hear a church looking for healing and I heard and saw something like this.” 

  Pastor:  “There is this older lady worshiping right in front of the platform. 

 I inched closer and I went like this. (Kicked her with his boot) And just as my boot made contact with her nose, she fell into the power of God.” 

   He does this to a second person in the congregation: 

  “I jumped onto him and got into a full mount. Ground and pound.” 

   Another person in the congregation: 

  “The woman was standing in the back of the room when the faith of God hit the meeting and her tumor exploded out of her right leg, slid down her leg onto the floor.” 

  Christian:  “No thanks, I’d rather not get beat up and have anything explode in my head. But suppose I found out instead, that you are one of those churches in the news today, that’s giving a sermon series on sex.” 

  Man on the street:  “Did you know that all the surveys say that evangelicals have the best sex life of any other group?” 

  Pastor:  “If you’re single, I want to encourage you for the next four weeks, I want to encourage you to buy this book. ‘Sex God’ by Rob Bell. It’s in our bookstore.” 

  Second man on the street:  “Inside, there’s a place to write two needs that your partner should address over the next 30 days. Make sure that you’re specific in how your spouse can meet your needs.” 

   Grace Church is redefining sexy. 
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Christian:  “Just imagine if I went in and saw something like this.” 

    The worship team is on the stage ready to start playing when a motorcycle does a wheelie and goes across the stage in front of the band. Or three 

clowns are on the stage lifting up a bowl of water and a basket as if 

offering them up to God. No words were spoken. 

  Christian:  “Do you think that I should take what they have to say, seriously? More to the point, would you take what I have to say seriously? 

 On the surface does this look like somebody who could give me answers?” 


  Youth Pastor:  “Well, the number one question that people seem to ask me these days, has nothing to do with theology or ministry. It’s all about the hair. How did you go from having bald black hair to this platinum pasture that you are today?” 

  Christian:  “With fashion and clubbing on the weekend, would you be able to tell me the truth about my life? What if I came looking for help and instead, I heard this?” 

  Pastor #2:  “They look for me, John, listen to me. It’s daily. I wonder if this whole thing’s a total crock daily. I think, is it really God? Is my whole life based on a hoax, every day? I made a decision to go one day, one day more. I mean really, I’m really agnostic in that sense, in that every day I don’t know.” 

  Christian:  “Do you think I believe what you have to say, even when you aren’t sure about it? Or imagine you walked in and just heard this much:” 

  Young pastor:  ‘“I want to go to a church where the pastor comes to visit me in the hospital.’ No, you don’t want that, because if I come to see you in the hospital, y’all know, it’s bad. The guy behind me has the bag and you’re leaving the room in it. ‘In my last church, the pastor would come.’ 

 Well, go back to your last church.” 
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Christian:  “What would you think if that was the passion and love for your God?” 

   

There’re many other scenarios. I had to edit that video, but that’s 

what’s going on in the church today. And you wonder why nothing’s 

happening. And you wonder why people think that we’re plastic, that 

we’re phony. That we are inclusive, that we’re just all about ourselves or they don’t see any power flowing. They don’t really see any love, we’re 

just like the rest of the world. Where is the love, the compassion, where’s the people with the gift of mercy? Did you catch that one part with the so-called pastor saying, “I’m agnostic. Everyday it’s a battle, is this a crock?” 

Can you believe that? We need people who have the gift of mercy, using 

the gift of mercy and not just because you have to. Hilarious, right? 



What’s the old saying, “People don’t care what you know until 

they know that you care.” How many people in the church have the gift of mercy, but they’re not using it? It’s a very valuable gift. How many 

brothers and sisters around us are suffering and those that have the gift of mercy, if they would just do it, “hilariously.” I smell him coming, I smell somebody with troubles, let me at em. You help him out, you have 

compassion, you spend time with him, you help him, you pray with him, 

you come alongside, that’s what we need with cheerfulness, happiness, 

joy, and laughter. 



In other words, if you’re going to go to miserable people, you 

better not be miserable at it. That isn’t any good. Go with joy. Don’t say, 

‘Oh, I’ve got to go down to those crummy, smelly outcasts again. I’m 

going to grit my teeth and do it.’ No, do it with joy. Our city is full of those people. One guy in Los Angeles, he’s a pastor there, said this: 

 “Our whole city is full of these people. There’s a phenomenon in L.A., it’s called Box Town or Box City. People who literally live in boxes, whole blocks lined up with people living in boxes. You could see feet sticking out of the bottom of big boxes that held television sets, or large appliances or whatever. They live in boxes. A whole community of people. What happens in the morning when they get up, does somebody clean up their boxes and haul them away? Yeah. They just go back. They know where the stores are that have the big boxes and so the next day they go back and get another 
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 big box. That’s their life. Box City is a whole mass of humanity living in boxes. They’re out there in our society. It’s hard sometimes to reach out to those kinds of people. I’m just saying that there are people who are in misery. And you’ve got to go to them and love them and do it in a hilarious way. And they have to know you love doing it. That’s just one kind of misery. There are myriads of kinds.” 

   

It’s everywhere. The opportunity to show this and demonstrate this 

gift of mercy in the name of Jesus Christ unto His Glory with hilarious 

laughter and joy and cheerfulness, is out there. What a witness that would be. Can you imagine being a part of a group of people that anytime and 

every time, 100% of the time, that you as a Christian, go through a hard time and does that not happen? It goes in waves, it’s not all the time. We have high times, but we do have low times. But can you imagine being 

part of a body where every single time you’re going through a hard time, God has people supernaturally gifted in that body who could smell you 

coming with your hard time and they genuinely, with hilarious laughter, 

and joy, come up to you and they really mean it? “I’m here for you, how 

can I help? Not just pray and go on your merry way, as James says. What 

kind of faith is that? You do something about it.” 



Can you imagine who wouldn’t want to be a part of that family? 

So, is that a need in the church today? Yeah, so guess what? That’s why 

the gift of mercy is still in function today. The challenge is to use it. To use all the gifts. We still have a way to go on the gifts, but can you imagine being part of a church where the body was fully functioning and each 

member was functioning the way each member should, with all their 

different gifts, and every single one of them was in play? Can you imagine being a part of a church where there are people right and left proclaiming the Word of God? That’d be awesome. Can you imagine that? Can you 

imagine that if you had so many people serving, that they don’t know what to do? “You’re on level three, back-up?” Can you imagine having so many 

people wanting to serve? Can you imagine people serving right and left, 

teaching the Word of God? I mean in the whole church. It’s just the Word of God. Can you imagine people just encouraging one another? Always 

being positive. We live in such a negative world and these people just 

want to encourage you. You always leave that place feeling better. 
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Could you imagine people saying that they just have to give away 

this life? They give away their treasure, they want to invest their time into you and their talents and tongues. They just can’t help but want to give, and they do it so wonderfully, a leadership man. Literally, anytime 

somebody’s got an idea, and everybody goes with that group’s function, 

several people who raise up, “Let me mobilize the group. Let’s get this 

thing done. What’s the next job? We’ve got to get this done. Can you 

imagine four people with the gift of mercy? Every single time someone in that church has a problem, there are swarms of people coming around 

them and they are happy to help. Can you imagine? I would never want to 

leave. The world can’t give me that! And maybe that’s the reason why the world wants what we have. Because we are not doing what God’s called 

us to do. We need to use these gifts. Now let’s put it back in context. The Charismatic Movement, on top of all that we just said, here’s the 

legitimate gifts, but you know what their focus is? 



Not an ounce of that, as positive as that is, we just need to do this. 

I’m going to share with you a parody of Benny Hinn, that a person made, 

and apparently this is what the church needs. This is what we need to 

focus on and, of course, they did a parody like it’s a wrestling team. But you’ll get an idea. This is their focus, so don’t come and exercise the gift of prophecy, or serving, or teaching, or mercy. No, here’s what we need to do: 

Benny Hinn is all dressed in white. He is standing up at the podium. He 

waves his hand over the congregation, and they all fall down. Again, he 

touches a man on the stage and, touch down, the man falls down on the 

floor. Everyone cheers. On the other side of the stage, he waves his hand at a couple of people, and they fall backwards. Another touchdown. The 

crowd cheers. He waves his hand over several others, they fall, 

touchdown, and the crowd cheers. It looks like a football game. He walks through the crowd, waving his hands, and they all fall down, and he walks through there, stepping over the people laying on the floor and the crowd cheers. 



Yep, that’s what we need to focus on. That’s what’s going to turn 

this world around. That’s what’s going to shine in this dark world. That’s what the lost are waiting to see. Are you kidding me? Hey, that’s Benny 
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Hinn. Tell him he needs to repent, okay? That’s what’s sad. It’s not only that they get the gifts wrong, but they also downplay the Word of God. 

They downplay the legitimate gifts that our world needs to see, and we 

need to experience as a body, and they go to that stuff that was in the 

video. How sad, how misguided can you be? 
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 Chapter Eight 

———————————— 

Biblical Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 5 

I’m not saying that everybody that goes to a Charismatic Church is 

involved in a cult or the occult, but the behavior is getting so extreme we have to deal with it. The cultic and occultic behavior is coming into the Charismatic Church and that’s not good. As we have seen, the Charismatic Movement is not new. It’s not some new wave of the Spirit of God in the 

Last Days. It’s old fashioned Montanism that the early church had to deal with. It has just been repackaged. There are several different areas that the Charismatic Movement gets wrong pertaining to the Spiritual gifts. And 

because they get it wrong, they are not only misapplied, but they open up Pandora’s box. 



Because the Charismatic Movement confuses the gifts and the 

offices, and says there’s a continuation of them, this has led to the massive influx of false prophets and false teachers in the Last Days. Just like the Bible warned us about. They’re actually fulfilling Bible prophecy in a 

negative way! And when do you receive these gifts? You receive these 

gifts at the moment of salvation. You can take a class; you can jump up 

and down and scream. It doesn’t matter. And who gives them? The Holy 

Spirit. 
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Now, we have already covered the first seven gifts of the spirit 

which are prophecy, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership and mercy. Now we are going to move on to the next gift, which is the gift of wisdom, and it is still in function today. 

I Corinthians 12:1-11: “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. You know that, when you were pagans, somehow or 

other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. Therefore, I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus be 

cursed,’ and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one, the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.” 



Now why do you think that God is the one who dispenses the 

gifts? Because He knows what’s best, He’s God. It’s common sense, right? 

If it was up to us, we would probably mess things up. So, God gives them, and you should be happy with what they are, and get busy using them. 

Don’t be ignorant about this. So, let’s take a look at the gift of wisdom. It’s also mentioned there, as the “word of wisdom.” Word means what do you 

do with your mouth? You speak words. Unless you are a boy growing up, 

and what do you do? You make noises. This, by nature, meaning the 

“word” of wisdom. This is a speaking gift, according to the Bible. You are speaking forth wisdom. It’s just a speaking gift that involves wisdom. It indicates that it is one of the speaking gifts, which describes someone who can understand and speak forth Biblical truth in such a way as to skillfully apply God’s Word to life situations. Is that needed today? Those people 

don’t just know the Word of God, they apply it. 
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Now I want to give you an example of what I think happens to a 

lot of churches, and by nature, even to a lot of Christians, when they sit under somebody. It could be a pastor or a Sunday School teacher. If they are supposed to be presenting the Word of God, if they don’t apply it with wisdom, which means you don’t just know it, you’re wisely putting it into practice. I want to share with you, what does it look like and what does it reproduce? I think this is an epidemic in a lot of churches. People are 

spouting out a lot of gobbledygook, even from the pulpit, and everybody 

just plays the game, thinking that’s great. It sounds great, but it’s all a bunch of mumbo-jumbos, and then you leave, and you go, huh? What is 

the term I use? “When you get up there in the pulpit, don’t barf.” Don’t barf on your audience. Don’t barf on your congregation. What do I mean 

by barf? Well, you take a bunch of Biblical terms, and I’m not saying that what you said isn’t Biblical, but it was just all over the place. You quoted that and then you did this, then you said this and then comes jargon. I 

know it wasn’t wrong, but how does that go with this? The congregation 

sits there and thinks, okay. And they leave. 



So, what is happening to the Christian who needs to be instructed 

in God’s Word, with the wisdom to apply it, which means it’s in your life now, you are reacting to it, and that means you are growing. So, if you 

don’t function with wisdom and it’s just a lot of theological jargon, 

nothing is happening. Then you turn into what I call a plastic Christian. 

Here’s an example of theological jargon. No application, it sounds really intense and intelligent. And then here is what it produces. 

Narrator:  “The relationality between Father, Son, Spirit and humanity didn’t start at Pentecost. It was reflected at Pentecost. It was shown at Pentecost. It was broadcast at Pentecost. That relationality, I think, goes back to creation. So, it’s the creation of humanity that was invited to fully participate in the dance of God.” 

And here’s what you get! 

Ryan:  “Hey, I’m Ryan. I’m (claims to be) a Christian. And this is my story. Growing up, I never missed going to church (my parents made me go to church). When I was 12, I accepted Christ as my savior (I guess I got 
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 saved). I was even baptized (I was even dunked in some water). It turned out to be a very important decision (It apparently was a meaningless decision). It even affected how I lived in high school (It made no difference of how I lived in high school). I mean, don’t get me wrong, I had fun on the weekends (I got drunk most weekends). I had a girlfriend or a couple (I had sex often). I was a normal high school kid. College was one big blur (One big party). But I did make it to church out of obedience (Out of guilt). 

  After school, I married a great girl (I’ve been a terrible husband for her). 

 She’s been a great influence on me. Life’s been good (Life’s been a 

 struggle). I have a house (Debt) and three kids (Lots of responsibility). I couldn’t ask for more (I thought life would be so much more). Sure, I worry about my future (I’m panicked about my future). My marriage, it could be better (My marriage is falling apart). And I need to spend more time with my kids (I don’t spend time with my kids). Things will be alright, (Things are not alright). I have my faith (I have no faith). You don’t hear me talk about it a lot (That’s why you don’t hear me talk about it). It’s just because it’s personal (It’s non-existent). But don’t worry about me (Worry for me). My Jesus is real (My Jesus is plastic).” 

   

I’ve said this so many times before. After twenty something years 

of ministry, why is the church so powerless and ineffective, by and large, in America today? I think the church is flooded with people just like Ryan. 

It’s plastic. How far can you push that? You’re not even really saved. I don’t know you, and I don’t know your heart. But it adds up to this. 

People are coming to church services, there’s no application. It’s just a bunch of theological jargon. You’re just bouncing all over the place, and there’s no point A to point B. There’s no logical flow, there’s no 

application. It’s just a bunch of facts and figures, this and that, and you leave. You just come in and you go out. And you don’t learn a thing. And then you end up with stuff like that. And I think that is what’s going on with a lot of churches. I’ll take it a step further, I think, and my experience has been that a lot of churches want the person in the pulpit to speak like that. You say, “Oh, that’s ridiculous!” No, I think a lot of churches want to have somebody up there, where there’s no conviction. They don’t grow, 
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they are not challenged, but at least they sound religious. Because they want to go back to sleep. They don’t want anybody to rock the boat. They don’t want anybody to talk about sin, or hell, or God’s wrath. Things that they need, to grow up and get right with God. No, no, no, that person’s 

divisive, and just preaching the Word of God. God’s the One that does the convicting. 



I really believe that churches are like that. So, what does God give 

to the church? He gives people who have the ability to provide what is 

needed. The gift of wisdom. Because again, what is wisdom? Wisdom is 

not just knowing the Scripture, it’s the application of Scripture. 

I Corinthians 8:1-3: “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know as he ought to know. 

But the man who loves God is known by God.” 



Who cares what you know, it’s the application of that knowledge, 

wisdom. You demonstrate that you don’t just know the Scripture, and 

you’re wise with Scripture, because you are applying it. How do you know you are applying it? Because your life changes. And you are looking, 

sounding, acting more like Jesus. You start loving people. Even the 

stinkers. Aren’t you glad that Jesus loves the stinkers? Because we are all stinkers. What good is knowledge if it doesn’t translate into application? 

What a waste of time. Is it just some kind of religious timeclock that you are punching in each week? 



So, again, wisdom is a very valuable gift, and we need to have 

people function with this. Because it’s not just knowing, it’s an 

application. Just knowing a bunch of stuff, spouting off figures, and 

you’ve heard me say the old Crone version of this. The reason why I’m 

telling you all this information, is just in case you ever get on “Jeopardy.” 

You can get that double daily, and you can have the correct answer. No, 

it’s not to impress your friends, it’s not to impress your Sunday School class, it’s not to impress your co-workers. “But I know Moses’ dogs’ 

favorite brand of ice cream.” No, first of all, he didn’t have a dog, and ice cream doesn’t last very long in the desert. Whoever started that rumor, I don’t know. It’s the application of the truth. 
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James 1:22-24: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks 

like.” 



Now, let me apply the gift of wisdom to that verse. Any man that 

looks in the mirror, he hears the word, but he doesn’t do it. He looks in the mirror and totally forgets what he just saw. Go back to the scenario. You are sitting in church service, and the guy at the pulpit is spouting out a bunch of barf. You’re looking at him, i.e., the mirror, and you might say, 

“Wow that’s good!” and clap, but you walk away. You walk out of the 

sanctuary and what happens? You forget the whole thing. How many times 

have you gone to a church service, and you say, “What did he just say? Do you know what he said?” That’s a sign that this is what’s going on, 

somebody is barfing at you. Or it’s just a bunch of mindless jargon, and you’re never going to grow. You’re never challenged. So, God gives us 

this fantastic gift of wisdom because it’s the application of truth. These guys have a supernatural ability to take a look at God’s truth and figure out how to apply it, to encourage people to apply it. 



The gift of wisdom is the ability to take a simple phrase of 

Scripture, or a simple truth of God, and dive into it, and take that and apply it to life. That’s what wisdom is. Wisdom is the application of 

spiritual truth. The ability to take spiritual truth and apply it to life. Dig it out and put it into practice. It’s a Spirit-given gift that allows a man to be able to dig into the mysteries of God and apply them practically to life. 

And is that not needed today? That’s why it’s still in function today! 



The next gift on our list is the gift of knowledge. Literally, again, 

it’s that same “word” of knowledge. It’s not that God told me something to tell you with this word. It’s not that at all. That is the charismatic mindset. 

But again, the word means, it is one of the speaking gifts. Like somebody can speak wisdom, how to apply God’s Word, this person with a word, is 

speaking knowledge. So, it’s a speaking gift. Not some supernatural thing where you woke up and the light shown through the window, and the 

beam glanced off my half-eaten apple and it hit the back of my headboard, and then got into my right ear and created this hummmm. It produced a 

train of thought, and I had a vision, and the word was … blah blah. No, it’s 
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a speaking gift. And just as, again, it spoke wisdom, this is a gift that people can speak forth God’s Word, and we’re talking deep knowledge. If 

you can get a double gift of these two, what a wonderful gift. Now you 

have somebody that is a crazy researcher, and they know how to apply it, God’s Word. Isn’t that awesome? 



Wisdom is the application of truth; knowledge is the understanding 

of the facts of the truth. There are a lot of people like this. These are the people I like to call research junkies. Or you might call them scholars. But these people love to research. They love to get into God’s word, they like every nook and cranny, they devote their whole lives to studying the 

archeological aspect, the historical aspect, and they basically do all the hard work for you. Do we need to be accurate in our understanding of 

Scripture? You better believe it. We are 2,000 years removed just from the New Testament, not counting the Old Testament. And then on top of that, 

we have to understand not just the language difference, the time 

difference, and the grammatical differences, but the historical differences. 

We are in more of a Greek, western mindset. This all took place in 

Western Europe and it’s a whole different way of life, with different 

customs and mannerisms. And if you don’t get it right, you’ll get it wrong in the Word of God. 



So, we need people with their gifts so we can know the histories, 

the customs, and the languages.  Isn’t that a wonderful, fantastic gift? Isn’t that much better than the beam on the apple, on the headboard, in the ear, with a vision that told me to tell you? That’s what’s going on today. But that’s not what this gift is. When you understand what this gift is, you realize, wow, that is powerful! And then again, it’s a two-bang punch, 

because somebody that goes down deep into God’s Word, gets it, nails it 

exactly, its historical, and grammatical context, then what do you do? If you can couple it with the gift of wisdom, now you apply it. That’s the 

whole thing. Do you see how the gifts work and function together? Now, 

let me give you a couple examples historically, of some folks that I would say had these gifts. 

“He was not only an author, theologian, and pastor, but many consider him to be the genius behind the Protestant Reformation that freed the world 
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from the shackles of Roman Catholicism. In fact, if Martin Luther was the 

‘voice’ of the Reformation, this man was considered to be the ‘mind.’ 

He was born in France in 1509 at a time when again, the Roman Catholic 

church falsely taught that you had to do good works in order to get to 

Heaven, instead of relying on the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

And it was in Paris in 1533, at the age of 24, that this man read for himself in the Bible the wonderful, good news of salvation, that is not dependent upon the works of man, but the goodness and mercy of God, in allowing 

His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins. 

And once he received this truth, he was changed forever. Instantly he was diving into and devouring the truths of the Scripture, so much so that in just two years after being saved, he produced one of the greatest literary works of all time, even in Church History, called ‘The Institutes.’ 

And it was literally the first textbooks of systematic theology that covered the wonderful truths of the Bible such as, the authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, providence of God, the nature of God and much, 

much more that had been suppressed for centuries by the Catholic Church. 

But that was just the beginning. He was also used of God to begin to build churches and teach people to study the Word of God, not the words of 

man! The next thing you know, he starts a Bible Institute in Geneva, with around 600 students, which singlehandedly turned that town into a literal haven and study center for the Word of God. 

It has even been stated that the founding of our own country, America, and the forming of our American Government, and the spiritual backbone of 

the American people came as a direct result from this man’s teachings. 

This man’s name, of course, was John Calvin.” 



Now, I don’t agree with Calvin’s five points. I would be considered 

a four-point Calvinist. But this is where the danger is, of just having 
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knowledge, without wisdom coming into play. If you are familiar with 

Calvin, you have the “Tulip” which is the limited atonement. And that 

basically says that Christ only died for the elect. And the reason I disagree with that is because the Bible says He died for all. He died for the world. 

Now, what happens, you have to make that acronym stick, because John 

Calvin was wonderfully gifted, with a crazy I.Q., but he’s not God. Now 

they would say, “World really means elect.” No, if God wanted to use the word elect, He would use the word elect. So, all means all. To counter that, they will say, “If you say the atonement of Christ refers to all, everybody, then you are preaching universalism to everybody, and everybody gets 

saved.” No, I’m not, not at all. The atonement of Christ is available for all but only applied to the elect. I don’t need to twist Scripture. That is where we get into knock-down, drag-outs. I said all that to say this. To clear it up. 

John Calvin is kind of a dirty word now-a-days, in the internet world. A guy comes out with a systematic theology in his early 20s and, wow, that’s their passion, that’s their life, he has to get in there, into every nook and cranny, so much so that he developed theology books. How many have 

challenges just getting through the funny papers. Now that’s one example, let me give you one more. 

“A.W. Pink was one of the most influential evangelical authors in the 

second half of the 20th century. Around 1908 he got saved and then in 

1910 he goes to Moody Bible Institute. Right after getting saved, he goes right into Bible College. After college he pastored in Colorado, Kentucky and in South Carolina. 

In January 1922, Pink published the first issue of ‘Studies in the 

Scriptures.’ But because he was concentrating on the scripture, churches started to not like him anymore. He was welcomed by some members, but 

people didn’t want him around anymore, because he was going to split the church. Now, what was he doing? He was just preaching the Word of God. 

And that’s what you want. But now the church wants to kick him out. 

That’s the same baloney that is going on today. 

But he said, ‘I am more firmly convinced today that our place is on the 

outside of the camp. That is the place of reproach, of loneliness, and of 
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testing.’ So, the church is beating up on him.  When he first started, 

everybody wanted him. But now that he is preaching the truth, nobody 

wants him. So, he said, ‘Fine, I’ll go outside the church.’  

After the death of his father in 1933, Pink received enough of the estate to allow him and his wife to live very simply without financial concerns. And between 1936 until his death in 1952, Pink devoted himself completely to 

‘Studies in the Scriptures.’ Vera believed her husband’s almost unrelenting work schedule unhealthy, so she succeeded in having him take up stamp 

collecting as a hobby. 

In 1951, Vera became aware that Pink was failing. He lost weight and was in pain but refused to take any medicine that might dull his mind and 

hinder him from completing his work. He died in 1952. His last words 

were, “The Scriptures explain themselves.” 

D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, if you are familiar with him, he was influenced by A.W. Pink. He said, ‘Don’t waste your time reading Barth and Brunner. 

You will get nothing from them to aid you with preaching. Read Pink.’  

This guy was down deep. His classic work was ‘Sovereignty of God.’  

Wow, that will spank you up one side and down the other. But to me, it’s also a comfort. Outside of eternal security - and aren’t you glad that 

nobody can take it away.  By the way, that is what the charismatic 

community does not teach.  Outside of that, the next Biblical truth that resonates with me and comforts me, is the sovereignty of God. When you 

realize how sovereign He is, He takes it off your shoulders. It’s awesome to know that God’s got it all mapped out. It’s not fatalism, but He’s way ahead of you. He doesn’t have a ‘Plan B.’ He doesn’t have to say oops or well, I didn’t see that one coming. It’s such a comfort when you 

understand the sovereignty of God.” 



So, is that a good thing to have? To have these people who are 

supernaturally gifted to want to get the Word of God and get it out 

accurately? They are going in deep, spending hours and in this case, year after year, into the Word of God. And that makes common sense. And 
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frankly, do we just leave that kind of study up to just those people with that gift? Isn’t that a good thing for all of us to do? Surely, that’s what we are doing with our time. Well, ok, maybe you can’t devote 16 years like 

A.W. Pink did and kill your health. But you are at least in there 

sometimes, aren’t you? 



Unfortunately, in the church today, that is another problem. We say, 

“I don’t have time.” But we feel guilty. If only somebody could figure out how to tell us about the Bible in one minute. “I’ll give God a minute.” 

Take a look at this video clip. 

Two guys are singing and dancing:  “One, two, three, the Bible in a Minute. ‘God made Adam, Eve, Cain killed Abel, boring genealogy, 

 Noah’s flood, with the rainbow, Tower of Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah, 

 censored, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Ten Commandments, promised 

 land, King David and Solomon, sent away to Babylon, Job, then to 

 Psalms, Proverbs, and then the Song of Solomon, Major Prophets, lion’s den, minor prophets, Bethlehem, myrrh and frankincense, satan, good 

 Samaritan, disciples, walk on water, Lazarus, raised from dead, blood, money, Pilate, public trial, forty lashes, why have you forsaken me, third day, empty tomb, reappears, Acts and the apostles, and the apocalypse.’ 

 The minute is up, they are out of breath, and they crash into the wall.” 

   

Yeah! I was feeling guilty there for a second. I just blew through 

the Bible in one minute. Praise God for the people with the gift of 

knowledge. Amen? None of this “shortcut” baloney. “But I just don’t have time Pastor Billy.” Yeah sure, I’ll stand over here while the lightning bolt hits you. 

83% of American have a social media account. 

60% of social media time spent is by a mobile device. 

Teens now spend up to 9 hours a day on social platforms, not counting the TV. 
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The average person will spend nearly two hours on social media every 

day, which translates to a total of 5 years and 4 months spent over a 

lifetime. 

Contrast this to eating/drinking in which we only spend about 3 years 5 

months in the average lifetime. 

In fact, it’s been calculated that in the same amount of time the average person spends on social media today, they could climb Mt. Everest 32 

times, run 10,000 + marathons or walk their dog 93,000 times. 



“But I just don’t have enough time to read the Bible.” We have 

plenty of time. And God knows this. But you know what He does? He 

gives to the church, people with the gift of wisdom, and sometimes even a double gift of wisdom and knowledge. But that’s no excuse for not getting it yourself. Now, should we all apply the scripture? Yes. “Well, I can’t apply scripture because I’m waiting for that guy to show up with the gift of wisdom.” “I can’t read the Bible because I don’t have the gift of 

knowledge.” No, these are compliments to the Church. Praise God for 

those compliments. Because if anything, these people help us to realize 

that if we do get into that mindset, then you need to get more serious with your walk with Jesus Christ. Don’t just try to cram it in there. And the point is, it’s just a lot of theological jargon. Apply it! These people 

constantly remind us that there is so much there. “I never realized that before. I never heard of that.” Because somebody took the time to go and do the research. 



These people with the gift of knowledge are able, by the Spirit of 

God, to spend their life searching out the things of God, in terms of the knowledge of facts. But sometimes those with the most knowledge have 

the least wisdom. Somebody, like the absent-minded professor. He has all the facts and runs into the walls and loses his papers and can’t apply any of it to his life. You see knowledge is the academic side of it and some men have the gift of knowledge. Wisdom is the application side. Some 

Christians have both of those. Some have neither and some have either/or. 
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The next gift on the list is the gift of Faith. Now, all of us possess 

faith. “Well, I can’t have faith. I can’t trust God for nothing. I’m waiting for that person with the gift of faith.” No, again these are compliments. It’s not an excuse to not trust God. This is supernatural. This is out of the ordinary. The spiritual gift of faith is exhibited by one with a strong and unshakeable confidence in God, His Word, His promises, and the power of 

prayer to effect change. Let me give you an example and you see if you 

can figure out who it is. 

“He may have started out living a life of sin, but once this man got saved, he became one of the greatest examples of faith and prayer the world has ever known. 

And it all began when he was studying for the ministry. Not because he 

wanted to serve God or help others. No! He wasn’t even saved! He just 

thought it’d be an easy, comfortable way to earn a living. But that’s right, even with his bad motives, God still met him at a prayer meeting, and the next thing you know, this man got saved! 

And it didn’t take long to see the fruit of his salvation either! Immediately, he began to preach and minister to those in need wherever the Lord would open the door. 

And this desire to help others eventually led him to open an orphans’ 

home for 26 girls, with no financial assistance. But that was just the 

beginning! Soon he had five orphanages and was feeding 2,100 orphans 

every single day and he never once asked anyone for support! Why? 

Because he had learned early on, that God would simply supply his needs, through the power of prayer. You see, when God put it into his heart to 

build those orphanages, this man only had 50 cents in his pocket. So, he simply prayed and trusted that God would supply the need. And boy did 

He ever. 

In all the years of serving the orphanages, God always provided. And the children never missed a meal even though this man never asked a soul. For 



200 



instance, one time the children were dressed and ready for school, but 

there was no food for them to eat. So, this man simply took the 300 

children into the dining room and had them sit at the tables where he 

proceeded to thank God for the food they were about to receive and 

simply waited. 

Within minutes, a baker knocked on the door who said, ‘Last night I 

couldn’t sleep, and somehow, I knew that you would need bread this 

morning. So, I got up at 2:00 AM this morning and baked three batches for you. I’ll bring it in.’ So, they not only thanked God for the bread, but for the fresh, hot baked bread! But that’s not all. 

Soon, there was another knock at the door, and it was a milkman. It just so happened that his cart broke down in front of the orphanage, and the milk was going to spoil by the time he got it fixed, so he asked them if they could use some free milk. And he not only brought in ten large cans of 

milk, but it was also exactly enough for the 300 thirsty children. 

And on and on it went, day after day, month after month, year after year, no less than ten thousand orphans were faithfully cared for by this faithful kind of prayer and dependence on God. In fact, when all was said and 

done, God poured out upon this one Christian man, in response to this 

faith and prayers to Him, a total of $7,500,000 dollars, to be used for the purposes of God. In 2017 that would have equaled $224,164,331.93. The 

man’s name of course was George Muller. Muller lived from 1805-1898.” 



God gave to this man a quarter of a billion dollars, so that he could 

buy a new Cadillac. No. Why did God bless him so much financially? 

Because he was giving it away, as fast as it came in. For the Glory of God and the needs of the oppressed, for the church. To get out there and spread the Gospel. Here’s another example of this guy: 

“One time while he was crossing the ocean, the weather turned cold and 

the ship he was on was forced to slow down due to some fog that had 

rolled in. So, this man paid a visit to the captain where he said: 
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‘Captain, I have come to tell you that I must be in Quebec by Saturday 

afternoon.’ 

And the captain replied, ‘It is impossible.’ 

And the man said, ‘Very well, if your ship cannot take me, God will find some other way. I have never broken an engagement for 52 years, so let’s go down to the chart room and pray.’ 

And the captain asked, ‘Mr., don’t you know how dense this fog is?’ 

To which the man replied, ‘No sir, my eye is not on the density of the fog, but on the living God, who controls every circumstance of my life.’ 

And when this man began to pray, the captain was also about to pray, but he put his hand on the captain’s shoulder and told him not to. 

He said, ‘First, you do not believe He will, I believe He has, and there is no need whatever for you to pray about it. Secondly, I have known my 

Lord for 52 years, and there has never been a single day that I have failed to get an audience with the King. Get up, captain, and open the door, and you will find the fog is gone.’ And sure enough, it was gone! 

And it was this one single incident, with this one Christian man, that so affected that captain, that he himself later became a well-known 

evangelist.” 



Now this is the gift of Faith. We all have the gift of Faith. Because 

the Bible, in the Book of Hebrews, says that we have to have Faith, 

because without it, it’s impossible to please God. You have to have Faith. 

You have to have Faith to be born again. Faith in the work of Jesus Christ. 

But this is supernatural. These are people that sometimes shake us out of our lethargy. We start thinking so worldly. We think that scientifically the odds are impossible. God is beyond odds. Did you know that? He’s not 

bound by a statistic or a calculator. He can do whatever He wants to do. 
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This is God! If He wants to feed kids out of nowhere or make the fog go 

away, that’s chump change. 



Have you read the Scripture? I look at the passages in the Old 

Testament where they are murmuring. And God doesn’t like murmurers, 

by the way. What does the Scripture say? “Is the Lord’s arm too short?” 

That’s just one passage. He created the universe out of nothing and the last time I checked, it’s pretty large. Colossians says, “He holds it and sustains it to keep it from falling apart.” So, He can’t take care of your needs? 



These are the people that are saying, “Are you kidding me? God 

said it, He can do whatever He wants.” I’m not spinning this so I can get a new Armani suit. This is a need that God has for us to do. Take care of 

these kids. I have to get there to share the Gospel, get rid of the fog God. 

And He does it. He honors that. This is the gift of Faith. Some would say this is also the gift of prayer. Because when we pray, we are praying to God in Faith that He is going to do something. So, prayer is Faith in 

action, Faith being expressed! 

“Old Pappy Reveal had the gift of Faith and the gift of prayer. He prayed once that he needed a station wagon for his mission. He prayed, ‘God give me a station wagon,’ and he got three or four of them within two weeks. 

That man could lay hold of the throne of God in prayer. He believed God 

and God was moved by his Faith.” 



When you exercise this gift in the church, you not only see 

practical provisions met, but Spiritual captives are set free! God is on His Throne. There is never a time when He is not on His Throne. And if He is always on His Throne, there is always hope. I don’t care how bad your 

situation is. We pray for us, and we pray for other people. I don’t care what the problem is. I don’t care if it’s cancer. I don’t care if somebody is stuck in the gulag. Let’s believe Him! Let’s pray! Let’s trust and believe in Him. Like the guy in this video clip. Here’s what happens when you 

exercise Faith. 

The following is a true account of one man’s struggle to survive 

imprisonment in the Soviet Gulag. His crime was choosing to follow Jesus Christ. 
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Alexander Ogorodnikov:  “The hunger went on not just for days, but for weeks, months, years. You cannot get rid of it. And the other continual feeling is the constant cold, terrible cold. Sometimes I felt as if my blood circulation was slowing down. I was personally amazed at the power of endurance, because by all accounts, I should have become seriously ill and died a long time ago. 

  One night, I was thrown into a cell with a broken window. The KGB was determined to do an experiment and freeze me. Later they would say he broke the window in the cell and died of cold. I felt despair. I thought to myself, has God really left me? Am I really forgotten and neglected? Have my years of suffering been in vain? And in my despair, I began to pray. I usually pray silently, but this time I started to appeal to God out loud. 

 ‘God, have you left me?’ My cries were bursting from my heart, literally, in utter despair.” 

  A young woman in the Philippines:  “One night I had a dream. And in my dream, I was told to pray for Alexander. I had no idea who Alexander was, but I told my church, and we began to pray for him.” 

  Alexander Ogorodnikov:  “And right then I suddenly felt a powerful physical warmth. Not the kind that comes from a heater, but like when a mother draws her freezing child to her breast and warms him with her tearful breath of compassion. It was a very living human warmth. It 

 penetrates you as if piercing you to the heart, and inside your heart a spring opens up, out of which flows peace, a wonderful, magnificent, soothing peace. I felt a very loving brotherly touch, someone’s caring hand touching my shoulder. I actually felt it. 

  And this gesture represented the words, ‘You are not alone. You are not abandoned. We are with you. We are sharing your suffering.’ This warmth was the energy God gave me to feel physically the heat of prayer with my own skin, my own being, as if the prayers converted the energy of love into the energy of warmth. 
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 In the morning, it was a shock to my executioners. They couldn’t 

 understand why I wasn’t just simply alive, but my temperature was the same as that of a normal person. I heard the doctor explaining to my executioners in the corridor that this was impossible, we can’t explain it.” 

  Young woman:  “About six months later, we received a letter from Open Doors to pray for Alexander. We finally found out who Alexander was. We had been praying for six months without knowing anything about him. 

 Alexander had started a Christian movement that spread across the Soviet Union. But for this crime against the state, he was imprisoned in a labor camp in Northern Siberia, a death sentence zone.” 

  Alexander Ogorodnikov:  “It so happened that many people began praying for me. And that was exactly when they released me. Prayer 

 opened the prison doors. And as the Gospel affirms, set the captives free.” 

  Alexander was “unexpectedly” released with no explanation. Believe in the power of prayer. Believe and pray. 



Remember those days when you first got saved and you would 

trust God for anything? You wouldn’t hesitate; you wouldn’t doubt. It 

didn’t matter how big your problem was. You had that faith of David. I 

don’t care how big this Goliath is, God is so faithful. I just got saved and He has already demonstrated that He will take care of the lion, He’ll take care of the bear, it doesn’t matter. He’s going to knock them all down. 



When did it leave? When did God become no bigger than our 

world? Or our brain? Or what society says? Or the statistics? Or the 

feasibility? The natural mindset? When did you lose sight of the 

supernatural - that God can do whatever he wants to do? I don’t care how big your problem is. He’ll set the captives free. They never even saw him. 

He was halfway around the world. You need food, you don’t need to ask. 

You don’t need to send out a pledge report. You don’t need to beg. God 

will supply. What does the Scripture say? “God owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills.” Psalms 24, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” 

He can do whatever He wants. Where is our Faith? 
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Aren’t you glad for people to come along in those times, when we 

forget how big God is? And that He is bigger than our problems. And He 

has blessed the church with people with the gift of Faith. They bust 

through all that skepticism and say, “Let’s pray!” And you go, “Oh, yeah. 

That’s right.” When did they forget? Praise God for the people who have 

the gift of Faith. Now we all have Faith, or we need to have Faith, for 

without Faith it’s impossible to please God. 



“Well, I can’t pray until Earl gets here.” No, you can pray, but 

these people are just awesome. They are people who are saying, “Stop 

thinking of God in this world’s point of view.” Get back to who He says 

He is, and trust Him, believe Him and pray. That’s the Biblical gift of 

Faith. Unfortunately, the Charismatic Church comes along and says, 

“Faith is, basically, you just keep repeating it over and over again. You are a little god, and you can speak with the power of your words, whatever 

you want into existence. You just need to name it and claim it. You need to blab it and then just grab it.” That’s not the Biblical way. Here’s some of their big pillars doing just that. It’s complete abuse of the term faith and the gift of faith. 

CBS this Morning Reports:  “A Louisiana televangelist is asking his followers for donations to buy a $54 million dollars private jet. Jesse Duplantis runs a church outside of New Orleans that also reaches out worldwide. More than 750,000 people watch his sermons online and 

 follow his ministry’s Facebook page. He is the second televangelist this year to preach the virtues of a private plane. Tony Dokoupil is here to explain why Duplantis needs this private plane. Tony, good morning.” 

  Tony Dokoupil:  “That’s a good question because his ministry already has a jet. It has three, in fact. But Duplantis says he needs this one to go anywhere around the world in a single stop.” 

  Jesse Duplantis:  “We want that Falcon 7X jet, and we’ll believe in God for it.” 

  Tony Dokoupil:  “In a video that he posted on his website last week, Jesse Duplantis said that God told him that he needed the Falcon 7X jet.” 
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  Jesse Duplantis:  “If Jesus was physically on the earth today, He wouldn’t be riding a donkey. Think about it for a minute.” 

  Tony Dokoupil:  “Reaction to this multimillion-dollar request has been mixed on the ministry’s Facebook page. One person wrote: ‘I am ashamed that I ever listened to a word you had to say.’ Duplantis is not the first minister to preach the Gospel of private flying.” 

  Creflo Dollar:  “If I want to believe Jesus for a $65 million dollar plane, you cannot stop me.” 

  Tony Dokoupil:  “In 2015, Creflo Dollar asked his suburban Atlanta congregation for a new Gold Stream G650. His ministry settled for a used one.” 

  Kenneth Copeland:  “Father, we thank you.” 

  Tony Dokoupil:  “And this past January, Texas based televangelist, Kenneth Copeland announced the blessing of a new multi-million-dollar Gold Stream 5.” 

  Jim Wallis, Sojourners Founder:  “The Lord says how we treat the poor is how we’re going to be judged.” 

  Tony Dokoupil:  “Jim Wallis is the founder of Sojourners, a prominent Christian community.” 

  Jim Wallis:  “The stories of pastors and private jets are not the best way of exemplifying what we mean by following Jesus.” 



That’s not what Biblical Faith is, and it’s certainly not the gift of 

Faith. It’s total abuse. What mockery! What a horrible witness! With all due respect, I don’t know those newscast people, but I can guess they’re probably not saved. But even the lost know this is a bunch of baloney. 

This is the kind of stuff we are dealing with in the “Charismatic Chaos.” 
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This is the kind of stuff that has been going on for way too long. It’s a horrible witness. And it’s a complete rejection of the Biblical true gifts of the Spirit. And, by the way, if that really was the gift of Faith that these people are exercising, why do you have to put out a Facebook post? Why 

did you put out a YouTube video asking for money? Why did you ask your 

congregation for money? Why didn’t you do like George Muller did? 



Don’t ask, just pray. Why didn’t you just get together with a couple 

people and say let’s pray about this need? Like those people did when they set Alexander free. Because God stirred their hearts for that. Oh, and by the way, what was Muller using the money for? And what were the people 

praying and trusting God for, for Alexander? To set the captives free. To feed the poor and the oppressed. Why did Pappy Reveal get not just one, 

but three station wagons? Because he wasn’t asking for a Cadillac when 

he already had seven. God blessed him because that’s a great vehicle that he could use to haul around his mission supplies and share the Gospel. 

That’s why. That’s the true Biblical gift of Faith. 
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 Chapter Nine 

———————————— 

Biblical Gifts of the Spirit 

Part 6 

There are a lot of things that are coming, and have been for a 

while, into the charismatic community, that are going overboard, and are getting into occult behavior. As we have seen in previous chapters, the 

charismatic community has a problem with confusing spiritual gifts. 

Which ones are still functioning today, and which ones have ceased and 

are no longer needed. And the end result is that the Charismatic Movement is actually fulfilling Bible Prophecy in a negative way. 



We have already covered the first 10 Spiritual gifts. Now let’s 

move on to the next three that are not in existence today based on the 

context of Scripture. It has nothing to do with, “You’re just being 

stubborn, you’re just one of those religious mindsets who’s resisting the Spirit of God in the Last Days.” No. We are going to see clearly from the Word of God, that you don’t need it. And you are also going to see clearly from the Word of God that some gifts today are in function, and some of 

them were temporary. And that’s nothing new in the Bible. God has been 

doing this ever since Moses. But to get started, lets turn to God’s Word. 

I Corinthians 12:1-11: “Now about Spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. You know that when you were pagans, somehow or 
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other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. Therefore, I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, ‘Jesus be 

cursed,’ and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. Now to each one the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit, the message of wisdom, to another the message 

of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another Faith by the same 

Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same 

Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.” 



Now we are going to take a closer look at the next three gifts that 

are not in existence today. As we just read, the 11th Spiritual gift is the gift of healing. Wait a second, “Does that mean that God can’t heal today? Is that what we are talking about? Are you trying to say that God can’t heal?” 

No, of course not! That’s not what we are talking about. We are talking 

about a special, supernatural gift that was given to certain people in the early church to produce miraculous healings. And what you are going to 

see, by and large, is that this was mainly going on by the Apostles. And it was to confirm that their message was indeed from God. 



So, why would God give the Apostles this special ability to do 

these supernatural healings and miracles? As you can see, I’m going to 

kind of merge these two together. Well, you have to put them into their 

historical context. How many years were they under the Old Covenant and 

then all of a sudden, these people pop back up on the scene, and they say, 

“Remember that guy you crucified? He rose again from the grave.” So, 

they pop back up on the scene and tell them, “There’s a new way of doing things.” 



Who was the early church? Who were the first Christians? The 

Jewish people. Do you think it’s easy to get the Jewish people to go from the Old Covenant? Still to this day you have to deal with that aspect. So, how is God going to get peoples attention? “This is serious, this is real. 
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The Messiah has come and there is a New Covenant now. And you need to 

pay attention to what we say.” So, what does God do? He gives them 

something supernatural. And you are going to see a kind of combo here, 

with the gift of healing and also with the gift of miracles. 



Again, this is nothing new. God has done this many times 

throughout Scripture. God will give supernatural abilities, which could be healing and miracles, through certain men, at certain times, to validate the man and the message. We even see Jesus when He was demonstrating that 

He was the Messiah. 



Now let me give you a little bit of a recap on that. Take a look at 

the case of Moses. Because the minute you say, “These are not in function for today.” You get resistance to the Spirit of God in the Last Days. No, I’m not! They will tell you, “Well, if it’s in the Bible and if it was good for then, it’s good for today.” Really? The Bible said that Judas hung himself. 

I guess that’s good for today. No. You can’t just cherry pick a verse and take it out of context and say it’s automatically good for today. No. “Well, the Bible says in the Old Testament that they took animals to the temple to sacrifice.” If it was good for then, why isn’t it good for today? Why do you just cherry pick these certain things? You have to be consistent. When you read the Scripture, God consistently, for a certain time, He would give a certain man, beginning with Moses, miraculous abilities, so that people would say, “Hey, guess what, you need to pay attention.” God is saying, 

“This is my man, and you need to pay attention to him.” 



Now why would God give Moses supernatural abilities? What’s 

the context of Moses? The last time the Jewish people saw him, he 

murdered a guy trying to defend the Jewish people. When that backfired 

on him, he ran out into the desert for 40 years. They haven’t seen him for 40 years, and then he comes back and says, “Hey, I saw God. Listen up!” 

So, what does God do? He has to get their attention. They have to know 

that this is my man so they will pay attention. So, God gives him 

supernatural abilities. 

•  He had the ability to turn a rod into a snake. 

•  He had the ability to put his hand in and pop it back out, leprous. 

•  He had the ability to strike with plagues, water was turned into 

blood, frogs, lice, and flies, the livestock died, boils, thunder and 
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hail, locusts, darkness, the firstborn were slain and the parting of 

the Red Sea. 

•  Healing of the bitter waters of Marah 

•  The manna from Heaven 

•  Water from the Rock at Rephidim 

•  The death of Nadab and Abhihu 

•  The deaths of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram 

•  Aaron’s rod that budded because God chose him to be a high 

priest. 



Why don’t these people do that today? If that’s your mindset, if it 

was good for then, why aren’t they parting Lake Mead? That would be a 

witness, wouldn’t it? Why don’t they do any of that stuff? If it was good for that time period, and you supposedly have these same gifts, why aren’t you doing them now? Oh, it’s because God gives them at a certain time, 

for a certain purpose, to validate the man and the message. Now, God not only did this with Moses, He also did it with the Prophets. There were 

certain things that the Prophets did, that these people do not do. There was Elijah with his supernatural miracles. 

•  Replenishing the oil and meal at Zarephath 

•  Raising the widow’s son  

•  The sacrifice and Prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel 

•  The Burning of the Captains and their host 

•  The parting of the Jordan River 



And then Elisha came along with his miracles. 

•  The parting of the Jordan River 

•  The healing of the waters of Jericho 

•  The destruction of the mocking children at Bethel, they were 

making fun of his bald head, and a bear came out and mauled 

them. 

•  Water is supplied to the armies in Moab. 

•  The multiplication of the widow’s oil 
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•  The raising of the Shunammites son 

•  Curing the deadly pottage of stew 

•  The feeding of the 100 with 20 loaves 

•  Naaman the Syrian General is cured of leprosy. 

•  The iron axe did float. 

•  The Syrian army is smitten. 

•  The dead man was raised by touching Elish’s bones. 

•  Sennacherib’s army of 185,000 was killed by one angel from God. 



Why don’t these guys control animals? The Prophets did. 

Something is not consistent here. If that’s your line of reasoning. And, if 185,000 could be killed by one angel, we wouldn’t even need a military, if you guys really had these legitimate gifts, as a prophet of God. You could apparently just command God’s angels, ask Him to intervene and He’d 

take them out just like that. Again, something is not consistent. 



But this is nothing new. We’re not coming up with something new 

because we are rejecting the Spirit of God in the Last Days. The new wave of the Spirit. The new Spirit of God. No, God will give a man a certain 

supernatural ability, for a certain time, to draw attention and glorify God and to validate the message, because God is doing something different. 



What do you think about the miracles of Jesus? He did miracles 

because He didn’t have anything to do. They didn’t have TV back then. 

There was no cable. He couldn’t watch football. He was just, “I don’t 

know, maybe I’ll just go heal some people.” No. What was the purpose of 

the miracles? Was Jesus the only one to come along and say, “Hey, I’m the Messiah!” No. So, how are they going to know that He’s the real deal? He does what was prophesied in the Scripture. Here is what the Messiah 

would do. He not only fulfilled prophesies, He also did miracles. He did miracles and healings all at the same time. 

•  He converted water to wine. 

•  Heals the nobleman’s son. 

•  The catch of fish 

•  Heals the demoniac. 

•  Heals Peter’s mother-in-law. 
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•  Cleanses the leper. 

•  Heals the paralyzed man. 

•  Healing of the immobile man 

•  Restoring the withered hand 

•  Restores the centurion’s servant. 

•  Raises the widow’s son to life. 

•  Stills the storm. 

•  Throws demons out of two men. 

•  Raises the daughter of Jairus from the dead. 

•  Cures the woman with the issue of blood. 

•  Restores two blind men to sight. 

•  Walks upon Lake Galilee 

•  Heals the daughter of the Syro-Phoenician woman. 

•  Feeds more than 4,000 people. 

•  Restores the deaf-mute man. 

•  Restores a blind man. 

•  Heals the epileptic boy. 

•  Pays the temple tax by getting money from a fish’s mouth. 

Wouldn’t you like that? April 15 is coming, and you say, “I have to 

go fishing and then I’ll write you a check.” 

•  Restores ten lepers to wholeness. 

•  Opens the eyes of a man born blind. 

•  Raises Lazarus from the dead. 

•  Heals the woman with the spirit of infirmity. 

•  Cures a man with dropsy. 

•  Restores sign to two blind men near Jericho. 

•  Condemns a fig tree. 

•  Heals the ear of Malchus. 

Peter chopped his ear off; Jesus picks it up and puts it back on. 

That really happened. No, He duck taped it, that’s what He did. 

No, he used Gorilla Glue, because it was really bad. Then it kind of 

hung there for two weeks and wabbles. No, He popped that baby 

back on and Bang! It’s good to go. “Well, you didn’t have enough 
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Faith, that’s the reason you can only partially hear out of it now. 

You need to come to my conference and pay more money.” No, 

when Jesus does it, it’s a legitimate healing from the Spirit of God. 

It’s 100% every single time. 



•  The second catch of fish 



Why isn’t that happening? Why don’t people pay their taxes by 

going fishing, and have money come out of a fish’s mouth? Why aren’t 

people going into hospitals and popping people’s ears back on? Legs back on? All the amputees? Why aren’t they doing that today? Because they are not in function for today. Why? Because just like with Moses, the Prophets and even with Jesus, the Messiah, our Lord and Savior, God gives certain abilities for a certain time to validate the man and the message. It has nothing to do with resisting the Spirit of God. 



So, now let’s take a look at the Apostles in the Book of Acts. In 

fact, if you recall in the manuscripts, it’s not just the Book of Acts, it’s the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. Because the Apostles did some pretty 

amazing things. Because once again they appear on the scene, and they 

have a new message. They are going from the Old Covenant to the New 

Covenant. They are speaking to the Jewish people, initially, and then to the Gentiles. And “You have got to be kidding me. You are asking us to walk 

away from the Old Covenant? You are asking us to believe in this guy that was just crucified, and you said He was raised again from the dead. And 

we can’t find His body. What??” So, what does God do? He gives them 

supernatural abilities. It’s the same thing He did with Moses, the Prophets and Jesus. What’s the difference? 



So, you see Peter and John healed the lame man at the Temple. 

God answered Peter in a miraculous earthquake. Ananias and Sapphira 

were slain by the Lord. Signs and wonders continued to be done by the 

Apostles. Peter healed many from various cities. The prison doors were 

opened by an angel. Stephen wrought great wonders and signs. Phillip 

performed great miracles and signs. Peter raised Dorcus from the dead. 

Paul blinded Elymus. Paul performed miracles in Iconium. Paul healed a 

crippled man. Paul healed a woman possessed by an evil spirit. The 

miraculous earthquake unloosed all the chains and doors in the Philippian 
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prison. Paul performed other miracles in Ephesus. Paul raised Eutychus 

from the dead. Paul was not affected by the viper at Melita. He also healed those on the island who were diseased. 





But why can’t you do that today? Unfortunately, there are 

charismatic groups out there who stick their hands in snake bags, because of this misunderstanding. And they die because of a false teaching that is taken out of context. In Acts 19, handkerchiefs that Paul had merely touched were carried to the sick, in hopes that people would be healed of diseases and evil spirits. But we can’t do that today! Why? What I am 

about to show you, just like the snake in the bag, they are doing today. But they are doing it out of context, it’s unbiblical, and they are using it as a lie to rip people off. 



What is this prayer cloth thing? Well, first of all, it’s a bunch of 

baloney. Here’s the premise that the charismatic community would have 

you and me to believe. It didn’t start off at first with the charismatic community, actually if you do the research, the Mormons used to do this, back in the day. The Roman Catholic Church did as well. The Mormon’s 

had these cloths, and it grew into the Pentecostal Church and then to the Roman Catholic Church. Sometimes, the cloths are anointed in oil or in 

the sweat of those who pray over it. And this is specifically done by one who is a Prophet or an Apostle, for the gift of healing and miracles. 



The belief that with the oil or sweat, that the prayer cloth is 

anointed with, acts as a point of transfer that allows the blessings of God to enter the recipient. Really? So, God is sitting there thinking, “Oh man, I wish somebody would sweat on a cloth. I can’t do anything. What? You 

guys ran out of oil again. Well, you better run to the store and get some more, because I can’t do anything until you anoint this cloth with oil.” No, but that’s what they teach. 



The use of prayer cloths as a fund-raising device among prosperity 

gospel televangelists encourage viewers to send their name and address 

and perhaps a short prayer request. The viewer receives a prayer cloth, 

instructions such as “place it in your Bible for one night” or “put under your pillow” or “write your name on it,” and an envelope to return the 

cloth with a substantial donation.  Variations on the prayer cloth includes a 

“prayer fleece,” a “prayer cloud,” and coins. Also, a paper prayer cloth for financial gain. 
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I got one of these while pastoring in New York. It was just a stupid, 

square piece of paper. It had some writing, like patterns, on it. You put it on the floor, and you are supposed to stand on that paper rug, and you 

make your request known and send money. Are you serious? They’re not 

doing that today are they? Yeah! Here’s one guy, and it’s kind of funny, but then it personally gets me kind of upset, when you hear how it ends. 

These guys are ripping people off with the anointing of the prayer cloth. 

Kerneythomas.org:  “Are you ready for a miracle?” (On a telephone conversation)  

  Person on the phone:  “Yes, I’m ready for my miracle.” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “What city are you calling from?” 

  Person on the phone:  “I’m calling from Iowa.” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “Have you called for your prayer cloth handkerchief?” 

  Person on the phone:  “Have I called for my handkerchief?” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “Yes. How are things this morning?” 

  Person on the phone:  “Actually I have a lot of pain in my elbows and what not. 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “Is it hurting right now?” 

  Person on the phone:  “Yes, it’s hurting right now, I can’t move my elbow. 

 They are folded all day long.” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “Are they hurting right now?” 

  Person on the phone:  “Yes, it’s hurting right now.” 
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Kerneythomas.org:  “Okay, listen, God is getting ready to heal your body. 

 I hear the Lord saying that the miracles that you’ve been waiting for, the miracle is on its way right now. God is healing your body right now. (And he speaks gibberish) I want you to shake those arms right now and move those elbows, right now.” 

  Person on the phone:  “I’m shaking them.” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  (gibberish) “God is going is healing you right now. 

 Did you feel that?” 

  Person on the phone:  “No, I didn’t.” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “Tell me how you feel now.” 

  Person on the phone:  (crying) “I still feel the pain, Pastor Kerney!” 

  Kerneythomas.org:  “The pain is leaving out right now.” 



It’s funny, but did you hear the pain in that guy’s voice? And the 

healing ain’t coming that way. You’ve got to be kidding me. It’s a money-making scheme. There’s nothing theologically wrong with praying for 

somebody to be healed, but miracles are signs that an apostle’s has 

specifically been chosen to reveal God’s Word. Paul, a former enemy of 

the church, would have needed extraordinary miracles to confirm his new 

position as evangelist. But, with the completion of the Bible, we do not need the sign of gifts to identify God’s prophets. And God certainly does not need oil or sweat to more easily pass on the power of His Spirit. Prayer cloths are a shameless money scheme. II Peter 2:2-3, reads: “Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you with false words.” 

Nowhere does the Bible imply that prayers and spiritual favors can be 

bought and sold. 



In fact, if you want to read another passage, it’s either Act 8 or 9, Simon the Sorcerer, and there is a debate as to whether he got saved or he didn’t get saved, but he said, “Hey, look at those gifts that you guys have.” 
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That was the Apostles and the temporary gifts. He said, “I want that!” And he basically asked how much money they would cost. And you know what 

the Greek literally says back to him? “To hell with you and your money!” 

That’s literally what the Greek says, and it’s very strong. To think that you could buy and sell the work of the Spirit of God. But that’s what these 

guys are doing. 



Although God does still heal today, the ability of men to produce 

miraculous healing belonged to the Apostles of the first century church, to affirm that their message was from God. If they did, the hospitals and 

morgues would be full of these “gifted” people emptying beds and coffins everywhere. That would be a great testimony for Jesus. One guy said this: 

 “I do believe God heals. God heals in answer to prayer, God heals 

 miraculously in answer to prayer. In order to reveal His glory, I do not question God’s healing. I do not question if He so chooses in response to the prayers of saints. There is a great difference between God healing someone immediately, and God healing someone through a human healer 

 and that’s the distinction that we wish to make. 

  Think of how really thrilling it would be, to have the gift of healing. Think of what it would be like to go to a hospital where all the sick and the dying are, and just go down the hall, and just touch them and heal them. 

 Fantastic!   Think of all the effort people go through in medicine, all the years that doctors go through, all the technology. Think of the thousand, the millions of dollars, and all we need is the gift of healing, if we had it. 

 Just go down the hall, be healed, be healed, be healed, sickness/disease, are heartbreaking. Imagine that if all these people who have the gift of healing, all got together and got on an airplane, and we just flew to the great pockets of disease in the world, and they just went through the crowds healing everybody. Fantastic! What sympathy that would speak for Christianity. 

  Just imagine if we went through the world with the gift of healing and banished illness from the world. Why don’t we do it? Why is it that people who claim to have the gift never get out of their tents? Why is it that they always have to do it in a controlled environment doing their things, staged 
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 their way, run by their operation, begins on time and ends when it’s supposed to. Why aren’t they in the hospital? Why aren’t they out in the areas of our society in our world where people are really hurting? It doesn’t happen. It just doesn’t happen. Why? I submit because they don’t have the gift, that why. They don’t have the gift of healing. Why? Because the gift of healing was a temporary sign gift for the authenticating of the Scriptures as the Word of God and once that was authenticated, they 

 ceased.  



Which leads us, and I’m sort of doubling them together. The first 

one of course was healing, but the second one mentioned there, which is 

not in function today, in II Corinthians 12,  is the gift of miracles. 

Miraculous powers – also known as the working of miracles. This is 

another temporary sign gift which involved performing supernatural 

events, that could only be attributed to the power of God. This is exhibited by Paul (Acts 19:11-12), Peter (Acts 3:6), Stephen (Acts 6:8), and Phillip (Acts 8:6-7). 



The gift of miracles is different from the gift of healing. Those in 

the early church who had the gift of miracles, had the ability, by the Spirit, to do miraculous things of a different, more powerful kind: the casting out of demons (Acts 16), the striking of Elymas blind (Acts 13), and the raising of Tabitha from the dead (Acts 9). Paul speaks of his showing “The marks of a true apostle, including signs, wonders and miracles.” (II 

Corinthians 12:12). The specific gift of miracles ceased with the office of Apostle. Just like God gave to Moses, He gave to the Prophets, just like He did to validate with Jesus, He is doing the same thing with the 

Apostles. He gave them supernatural abilities with the gift of healing and the gift of miracles so that people would say, “Hey, pay attention to these guys. God’s doing a new thing, listen to the message.” The message has 

been confirmed for us, we don’t need a  new,  New Testament, we don’t have a new Word from God. Here it is, the Bible has been validated for us for almost 2,000 years. So, guess what we don’t need? We don’t need 

these gifts. This is why they are in the category of temporary sign gifts. 

They were to be done as a sign that these are God’s men, with a new 

message, and you need to pay attention. 
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But people say, “Oh no, they’re still going on. You’ve got to come 

to me because I’ve got the gift of miracles. And if you follow my 

methodology, then you can have your miracle today. Of course, it’s going to cost you something. They don’t do that do they? 



There were only twelve Apostles (Revelation 21:14), and the 

Apostolic gifts are no longer needed to verify the Apostles’ message. This in no way limits God’s power or ability to work miracles as He sees fit. 

We absolutely believe that God still heals and works miracles today. But that’s not the same as having the gift of miracles. And once again, because people don’t understand this, they get abused! 



Let me share with you a guy, his name is Peter Popov. If I were to 

rename his last name, it would be Peter Ripoff. Because that’s really 

what’s going on. He is still in existence today. I can’t believe it, in fact, he is even making a comeback. Here he is ripping people off with his 

“Miracle Spring Water.” This is a recent TV commercial. 

  Narrator:  “God’s will for us has always been, Jesus, Prosperity, Finances, Life, Wealth, Money, Successful Job, Spiritual and He is using the Miracle Spring Water to do just that.” 

  Woman believer:  “I sent for the Miracle Spring Water, and I want to let you know that God gave me a $50,000 debt cancellation.” 

  Woman believer #2:  “I was delivered from all different types, high blood pressure, fibromyalgia, you name it, God delivered me from it. Get the Spring Water, it really works.” 

  Spokeswoman for Popoff:  “The doctor said he had given her up for dead and her husband brought her the Miracle Spring Water.” 

  Woman believer #3:  “My husband brought me the Miracle Spring Water and I drank it. I’m speaking today. I had no speech; I was totally 

 paralyzed and I’m testifying that through the miracle of God and your Miracle Spring Water, I’m here today.” 

  Announcer:  “She had no speech, and she is speaking today.” 
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Peter Popoff:  “Let me send you, your free packet of Miracle Spring Water. It’s absolutely free with no obligation. Take a moment to jot down the number on your screen and call now. I will send you your Spring Water absolutely free without any obligation. You’re next in line for a miracle.” 



But you ain’t going to get it until you get this water. We all know 

that there is something special about that little plastic container. And apparently Mr. Popoff, and that this holy spigot, is what only he has access to. Somehow, he is able to take the spiritual potential, the Spirit of God and infuse it into that holy water. He makes it so convenient to even mail it in a package, so that we can receive it. If we don’t get that, we ain’t gonna get no miracle. God’s hands are tied until we get the Miracle Spring Water. 

Isn’t that what they are saying? It’s absolutely ridiculous. 



Now, I’m not saying that God can’t do miracles, but He’s not 

bound by this chicanery, right? We’re saying that God did some miracles, at some periods of time, strictly to confirm His Word, signed gifts. He 

gave certain people the ability to perform serious miracles that didn’t 

require that you had to send off for some water. Why? For the time the 

man that God has chosen, to share the new message, He’s not doing 

anything new. As we get into the history of the Charismatic Movement 

you are going to see there is a happy relationship going on with the 

charismatic community and the Catholic Church. Part of it is because the Roman Catholic church is so full of mysticism, and this baloney with the false miracles, there’s a natural wedding that takes place. Because the 

charismatic community does the same thing. Let me give you some 

historical examples of how the Catholic church has done the same thing. 



In 415 A.D. they supposedly found the bones of Stephen. The 

bones were taken to Africa and everywhere they went miracles happened. 

Do you believe that? A merchant in one town stole the arm of John the 

Baptist, which was preserved in a shine. And as long as he kept it in his closet, he got rich. And as soon as somebody found it and took it away, he became a beggar. Good luck charm, the arm of John the Baptist. The 

Roman Catholic church preserved feather droppings from the wings of 

Gabriel. 
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Pilgrim monks came back and boasted that they had been to 

Jerusalem and had seen the real finger of the Holy Spirit. Rome exhibited a miracle working vial of the breast milk of the virgin Mary. And that 

became such a popular miracle worker, that 20 different churches had 

bottles of Mary’s breast milk to do miracles with, and that even her statues and paintings would give milk at certain times, to certain saints. This milk was a miracle milk. Bernard of Clarevoe said he was rewarded for his holy life by Mary visiting him in his cell, and letting his lips be moistened by the food of the heavenly child he said, Mary nursed Bernard of Clarevoe 

in his cell. 



And all people having stigmatizations, you know all of a sudden 

popping up with the signs of the cross in their hands and their feet and bleeding like St. Francis, supposedly did and so forth. Miracles were going on all over the place and magical, crazy things. One saint Pantelian had had so much of Mary’s milk, that he had drank in his life, that when he 

died and they cut him open, out of his veins came blood and milk. They 

caught it in a vial, and it used to switch places. When the blood was on top, the country had a bad year; when the milk was on top it had a good 

year. Apparitions of Mary were occurring all over the world, at places like Guadalupe, and these great shrines of Mary, supposedly apparitions of 

Mary were God confirming Roman Catholicism. No. They’re counterfeit! 

And this is going on today. 



Now let’s go back to Mr. Popoff. All he did was take the “Mary’s 

Milk” idea and turn it into Miracle Spring Water. It’s the same idea, there’s nothing new. But people are falling for it, hook, line, and sinker. It’s bad enough that this guy is out there today, but he was exposed 33 years ago, on the Johnny Carson Show. He is an absolute total fraud and yet he’s 

back again. My theory is that, because people are not calling these guys out on the carpet, as soon as he made an appearance, the audience should say that guy is an abuser of Spiritual gifts. Those gifts are not in function today, don’t fall for it. They are using it as a money-making scheme to rip you off. And apparently nobody is saying anything. Here is how fake and 

phony this guy really is. This was 33 years ago. 



THE POPOFF EXPOSURE 

Hello Petey … Can You Hear Me? 
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Peter Popoff:  “You’ve got cancer of the stomach? Are you ready to burn that cancer out?” 

  James Randi:  “People like Peter Popoff are very dangerous, and in my estimation, he was a real scoundrel. He was taking people’s faith and their religion, their securities and their medications and was harming them physically because he was convincing them that they didn’t have to go to doctors any more. That Jesus had healed them. 

  Peter Popoff:  “If you’ve got pills, as an act of faith I am asking you to just throw them out in the aisle, just throw them out to the side.” 

  James Randi:  “Peter Popoff is going around the congregation and he seems to be the voice of God. He knows about people, even their 

 addresses, he calls it out and everyone is impressed.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Is that John (and he calls out his address). God is burning those blood clots out of his veins, out of his arteries.” 

  Member of the congregation:  “So, as he is doing the act, we were wondering how he got the information.” 

  Man collecting the money:  “After some of the emotion had died down, Popoff said I need for you to come down to collect money for me. He had 15 buckets. I was to go around the auditorium to collect cash.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “God is touching that thyroid condition right now.” 

  Man collecting the money: “People were throwing in $5, $10, $20 

 because one of the things that Popoff always tells them is whatever you give, you will get back ten-fold. If you put $1 in, you’re going to get $10 

 back, if you put $100 in, you will get a lot more money back. And these people truly believed this.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “You foul spirit of deafness, you take your hands off this woman. In Jesus name. Lord, you let these ears be opened.” 
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He has his hands on this lady’s head, and she starts to collapse. 

  

Man collecting the money:  “I noticed that there is something in his ear. 

 There’s no ear hole, just a little bit of plastic in there. I went back to my chair and was wondering what was going on. 

  James Randi:  “I said, what’s up. He’s wearing a hearing aid in his left ear. Now a man who heals the deaf, you wouldn’t think he would be 

 wearing a hearing aid.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “How do I sound now?” He asks the lady that can now hear perfectly. And with a big smile on her face, she is shaking her head, yes, she can now hear. 

  James Randi:  “At that point I felt that we needed some technical help. So, I enlisted the aid of a private investigator name Alec Jassen.” 

  Alec Jassen:  “I dressed as a security guard in a complete uniform, phone, shirt, radio, keys, everything. I went down a corridor and that is where I set up my equipment. So, I had my scanner going, looking for new 

 frequencies. Anything new, that wasn’t normal.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Get ready, get ready. Praise God.” 

  Alec Jassen:  “Suddenly, on the scanner, one of the lights came on, there was a signal and the scanner had stopped that frequency. I hear now, some footsteps, high heel footsteps on a hard surface.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “I believe it’s all right to praise the Lord.” 

  Alec Jassen:  “Then I hear someone getting closer and closer to the microphone and a woman’s voice said, ‘Hello, Petey. Can you hear me, if you can’t you’re in trouble.’ 

  Peter Popoff:  “Aww, yes.” 
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Alec Jassen:  “They are using a radio frequency and I found it.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “In the name of Jesus.” 

   What you now hear and see is the live video of Peter Popoff, with the secret radio transmission from his wife dubbed over the video. 

  Mrs. Popoff:  “Jodie Dean.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Is there a Jodie, a Jodie Dean?” 

  Mrs. Popoff:  “She should be right there on your right side. She lives at 4267 Masterson.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “You live at 4267 Masterson? I can see the angels of God all around your house.” 

  Mrs. Popoff:  “Rosa Tamier.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Rosa Tamier? Have you been taking a lot of medication?” 

  Mrs. Popoff:  “She lives with her son Kipper. He has a lump in his chest.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Wait just a minute, who’s Kipper? He’s got a lump in his chest. You want God to melt it right now. Kipper, stand up, God’s going to burn that thing right off, right now.” 

  Alec Jassen:  “When they fill out that prayer request form, I have cancer or I have this problem or that problem, she’s giving that information directly to Popoff. And then he’s reciting that information as if he’s getting it from God.” 

  Mrs. Popoff:  “Martha, Martha Zakorsky.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Martha? Martha Zakorsky?” 
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Mrs. Popoff:  “Weldon Crab.” 

  Peter Popoff:  “Weldon? Weldon Crab?” 

   One person after the other is called by name (that his wife gives him in his ear bud). He provides names, addresses, and illnesses that his wife is 

reading to him. The congregation is so excited to be with a man with such a great connection to God. 

  Alec Jassen:  “I’m ready to get out of here now, so I pack everything up, I turn the equipment off, took my bags and walked down the stairs and 

 outside into the cool air. My hearts pounding now, because I’ve got the goods.” 

  James Randi:  “Not only do we have the evidence that we needed. We had more than we needed. We had him. So, I went on the Johnny Carson show. 

 And when the revelation came, and you heard Mrs. Popoff’s voice, ‘Hello Petey, do you hear me? If you can’t you’re in trouble.’ Johnny suddenly realized what the gimmick was, and he said, ‘Oh (Bleep). It turned out that God’s frequency, and I didn’t know that He used the radio, His frequency is 39.170 mega hertz and God is a woman and she sounds just like 

 Popoff’s wife, Olivia.” 

  Johnny Carson:  “Has he seen this tape?” 

  James Randi:  “No, he does not know about this, until this very moment.” 

  Commentator:  “I can’t imagine what it would be like to maintain a life where you’re living and the well being of your family depends on your lying every single day.” 



Now, that’s what they are doing. And why are they doing it? The 

Bible gives us the answer. “In their greed, they will exploit you.” And that is what we are watching on TV right now. We’re not saying that God can’t do miracles. Of course, He can, He can do whatever He wants to do. But 

that’s not what we’re talking about. We are talking about the gift of 
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healing and the gift of miracles that were given to a specific person. And it’s no longer in function, because the purpose was a sign gift to get 

people’s attention, that these men were from God and He had a new 

message. They needed to pay attention. It’s already been established right here in the Word of God, and we don’t need it anymore. That’s it. But 

because people are saying that all the gifts are all in function today, every last one of them, these guys are running with it and ripping people off. As well as being a bad witness. 



The Bible says that God’s Word is the complete canon of Scripture 

and our infallible guide. II Peter also says that we have a surer word in the Word of God, and we can use that to determine whether or not a 

person really is a messenger from God. You need to go back to the Word 

every single time. Miracles can be counterfeited. And this is why God 

always points us back to His Word. It’s a light unto our paths. 

II Peter 1:19: “And we have the word of the Prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to the light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 



It’s what illuminates and dispels the darkness so that we can’t be 

fooled. Do you know why these guys are continuing today to get millions 

of dollars? And why Peter Popoff can continue after being exposed in that great detail on a national level. He’s back again. Why? Because people 

individually and churches today do not teach the Bible. You can’t always blame it on your pastor or your church because your arms aren’t broken. 

You can pick it up and get into the Bible yourself. That’s why the protestor broke away from the Catholic church and died, so we could have the 

privilege of having the Bible. You can get in there, but it’s not being taught today. And there is a whole community out there that says, “Nope, they are all in existence.” And these guys are running with it, and they are ripping people off. 

II Thessalonians 2:9: “The coming of the lawless one (the antichrist) will be in accordance with the work of satan displayed in all kinds of 

counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders.” 
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We’re not going to be here for the antichrist, but if we were, he 

ain’t going to fool us. We know the Bible. But they’re going to be dupped. 

So, with this behavior in the charismatic community, saying that 

everything is in function, is actually preparing the hearts of the people for what? To fall for the deception of the antichrist, who is going to appear on the scene, and make what these guys are doing, look like chump change. 

And they are going to fall for it because that’s how they have been trained to believe. 



Now the 13th gift is the gift of discernment. Certain individuals in 

the early church possessed the unique ability to determine the true 

message of God from that of the deceiver, satan, and the false prophets 

and false teachers, that were constantly coming into the church, whose 

methods include purveying deceptive and erroneous doctrine. If you read 

through the epistles of the New Testament, what are Paul and John and 

Peter always talking about? Watch out for these guys coming into the 

church. They are going to lead you astray.  Some people have already 

shipwrecked their faith. They were living it live. But the gift of discerning spirits was given to the Church to protect it from such as these. But do we need this gift today? No! Why? Because we have the Bible. That is why I 

would say that I don’t believe that that gift, as a specific gift, to specific people, is in function for today. 



If you or I have the need to discern the truth, what do we have that 

they didn’t have at that time? We’ve got the Bible. So, every Christian can be discerning, if you just get into the Bible. But back then they were living it live. They didn’t have the Bible recorded for them. So, they needed 

people, because the false prophets and teachers were coming in, wearing 

the same clothes, they were talking the talk, and they are saying that 

phrase, “God told me to tell you.” How were they going to know? At that 

time, God gave certain people the gift of discernment to say, “No, that’s not the Spirit of God, don’t listen to that guy. He’s a false teacher.” 



The Bible has been recorded for us, so we don’t need that gift. Just 

like the gift of healing and the gift of miracles, He can still heal and do miracles today. But we don’t need the specific gift of discernment. 

Because again, every Christian can get into the Word of God and discern 

for themselves. 



230 





The maturing believer is empowered by the Spirit of God through 

the Scriptures to tell the difference between good and evil. Again, why 

aren’t we fooled by Peter Popoff? Because we know the Bible. As soon as 

somebody says something weird, do you as a Christian say, “I saw this 

guy on TV and he said something kind of weird, but I guess I’ll never 

know, if I’m being led astray. I have to wait for somebody who has the gift of discernment to show up and help me.” No, what do you do? You’d 

never say stuff like that. No, let’s go to the Bible. What does the Bible say? Because that’s how we discern. The benefit of this is that we all can discern. Because we all have a Bible. And that tells us what’s right and wrong. It tells us that we can’t be fooled by these guys. The charismatic community says that certain people and only those people have the gift of discernment. 



In other words, any born-again believer who chooses to focus on 

the Word of God is spiritually discerning. They use the Word of God to 

“test the spirits” to see which line up with God or are in opposition to Him. The spiritually discerning are diligent to “rightly divide” the Word of God. But the irony is, we either have people say they have the gift of 

discernment, it’s never the gift of serving or the gift of leadership, or “I have the gift of division,” and God has called them to tear down ministries that don’t line up with their “pet doctrine” or secondary issue that I believe in, which destroys and divides. “You see, I am a post-tribber, and I believe that the church will go through all the 7-year tribulation and then at the very end, when Jesus comes back at the second coming, we go up and then 

we come right back down.” That’s really what post tribbers believe. “And therefore, since I have the gift of discernment, God has called me to 

discern everybody else who does not agree with my secondary doctrine, I 

will get you! I will prove to you how wrong you are because I have the 

gift of discernment.” That’s really what it all boils down to. It actually turns into a discernment ministry. “If you don’t agree with anything I 

have, that only I know, because I have the gift. You’re going to get it!” 



That’s called the gift of division, and it’s a bunch of baloney. I 

don’t need your gift of discernment, let’s just go back to the Word of God. 

We can all discern right now, because it’s not in function today, it’s not needed. It was needed back then because they didn’t have the complete 
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Word. It has become an excuse to divide. The problem is that now you 

come to the other spectrum. You actually have people that use discernment based on the Word of God, and although on one hand the charismatic 

community say they are all in function today, when you discern against 

them, they say you shouldn’t do that. 



Wait a second now. I disagree with you that the gift of discernment 

is in function today, because we can all discern, but you say it is in 

function today, so I’m just discerning that what you are saying is wrong. 

You can’t have it both ways. Do you see the irony there? What they say is, if you call any of these guys out, like Kenneth Copeland, Benny Hinn, 

Popoff, all these other guys, they say, “Touch not my anointed. Don’t you dare question me! I am a prophet.” 



First of all, let’s discern, shall we. Let’s go back to the Scripture 

where they are misquoting completely out of context, and it completely 

doesn’t mean that. It doesn’t mean that we can’t say, guess what, you’re not lining up with the Bible. And I can discern that as a Christian. Because I’ve got the Bible. So, let’s deal with that. Touch not thine anointed is basically a passage where David is talking. You see this in I Samuel 

24:10-11 and also Psalms 105:15. David said, “Do not touch my anointed ones, and do my prophets no harm.” If you read the account of David, he 

is talking about King Saul, who was anointed to become King of Israel. 

What does that passage have to do with the church? Number one – 

nothing. But when he said, “Do not touch my anointed,” how many 

chances did David have to kill Saul? But did David kill Saul? No, because he was honoring that position of King Saul being anointed the King of 

Israel at that time. It’s not even a church issue. 



What he is talking about is that no one should kill the anointed 

king, or the prophet, at that time in the Old Covenant, that’s the context. 

Are we advocating to kill Peter Popoff? No. Kenneth Copeland? No. 

Benny Hinn? No. We are just saying that we disagree with you. But they 

say, “Oh no, don’t touch thine anointed.” Okay, he quoted Scripture, I 

guess it’s true. No. It’s discernment of Scripture and he’s taking it out of context. Number two – It is admissible to call out a wicked leader and not experience divine judgment. We see that also in David, if you keep 

reading and discern that in Scripture. That’s the other half of the story. 

“Touch not thine anointed.” As soon as you say, “Hey, guys, you are off 
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base here. That’s not what the Bible says.” They say, “Touch not thine 

anointed.” Because then it comes with the secondary thing, “You’re going to get it now!” 



No, if that was true, David would have come down with some sort 

of serious disease or sores. But what did David do? David, although he 

didn’t kill Saul, he called Saul out on the carpet, and I quote: 

I Samuel 24:12-15: “May the Lord judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not 

touch you. As the old saying goes, ‘From evil doers come evil deeds, so 

my hand will not touch you. ‘Against whom has the king of Israel come 

out? A flea? May the Lord be our judge and decide between us. May he 

consider my cause and uphold it, may he vindicate me by delivering me 

from your hand.’” 



He called Saul wicked, what he was doing was wicked. We’re not 

advocating killing, is what it really meant. You can certainly call these people out. David certainly did. And the Bible is very clear. We have seen it so many times. The Bible says, “Do Not Be Afraid of These Guys!” 

Specifically, the false teachers and false prophets. You can see this clearly in the Old Testament. 

Deuteronomy 19:20-22: “But the prophet who shall speak a word 

presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, 

or which he shall speak in the name of other gods, he shall die. And you will say in your head, ‘How shall we know the Word which the Lord has 

not spoken?’ When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken presumptuously; you shall not be afraid 

of him.” 



So, you can sit there and say, “Touch not thine anointed. How dare 

you. I have the gift of miracles and healing and I alone have the gift of discernment. How dare you disagree with my teaching.” I’m not 

advocating killing you, of course not, I’m just using what all Christians can have now. Not a gift of discernment, but the discernment that comes 
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from the Word of God. That’s it and oh, by the way, I just verified that what you just quoted out is wrong. So, you got that one wrong too. That’s all we’re doing. But because people aren’t studying the Bible, aren’t 

teaching the Bible and because you have a charismatic community out 

there saying, “Nope, they are all in function today.” These gifts that are sign gifts, that are all temporary, as we clearly saw with all the Scripture in the New Testament, are nothing new, we’re not resisting the Spirit of God. 

But because they saw they are in function today; false teachers are ripping people off. Leading people astray and being a horrid witness that even the lost knows is a bunch of baloney. 



We saw this back in our Christian Science study, what these people 

are getting away with. Here’s what they’re doing with that money when 

they want to abuse the gifts. Let’s take a look at Benny Hinn. 

Benny Hinn:  “You wonderful people of God, stop attacking men of God, by name. Somebody is attacking me because of something I am teaching. 

 Let me tell you something brother, you watch it! Dear God in Heaven I wish I could … You know I have looked for one verse in the Bible and I just can’t seem to find it. One verse that said, if you don’t like him, kill him. 

 I really wish I could find it. Don’t mention people’s names on your radio and TV programs, thinking you are doing God’s service. You’re not, you stink, friend. That’s the way I think about it. Sometimes I wish God would give me a Holy Ghost machine gun and I’d blow your head off.”  



So, you’re going to blow my head off, when you said, “Don’t 

touch thine anointed.” I can’t disagree with you, which isn’t what that 

means, and which would mean that I am trying to advocate killing you. 

But that’s not what I’m doing. But you say, because you disagree with me that you can kill me? You can’t have it both ways. But this is what these guys do. They put on a big show and say how dare you disagree. Why 

does this guy get away with this? It’s because they scare people. They 

scare them into submission and that’s what cults do. “You have no right to talk, only I am chosen, the leader, so you must submit.” We submit to the Word of God. But because nobody is doing it here, it’s what they are doing with their cash. 
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Dateline Reports:  “They claim he can cure the sick. Critics say the only miracle may be the millions he is making. Though Hinn refuses to make his financial information public. He has said that every dollar given to his ministry goes to the work of the Lord. Be that as it may Benny Hinn does manage to live very well. His home is the mansion overlooking the Pacific Ocean, built and paid for by his ministry. According to building records it has 7 bedrooms, 8 bathrooms, and more than 7,000 square feet of living space. The ministry tells us that the mansion was his parsonage and is a good investment. According to area realtors today it’s worth about $10 

 million dollars. And when Hinn goes to crusades around the world, he travels in his private jet. According to documents we have obtained, the ministry pays more than $112 thousand dollars per month to use the plane. 

 And closer to home Pastor Benny still travels in style. This photo obtained by Dateline shows him getting out of a Mercedes SUV. And here he is 

 driving a Mercedes convertible. Both cars retail for about $80 thousand dollars. 

  At this crusade in Milwaukee, these documents indicate Benny Hinn 

 occupied the Presidential Suite in the Pfister Hotel. The Hotel told us that the room cost $990 per night. At a crusade in Panama, the documents 

 show, and we verified, at the Intercontinental Hotel, he was in the Royal suite and the published rate is $1,700 per night. At a crusade in Montreal, we verified that Pastor Benny was in the Royal Suite of the St James Hotel. The regular rate there is $2,700 per night. That room is as big as an average house, 2,200 square feet, which includes a make-up room, a 

 dressing room, and a piano that plays by itself. 

  We found some other trips that seem to have little to do with spreading the Word of God. Hinn is a regular at the Beverly Hills clothing stores, like Versace, Louis Vuitton, and Bijan. Hinn’s name is on the window along with princes and heads of state. But there are questions raised about some of the purchases we found, expense documents. For example, in just over four weeks in 2003 we found over six charges at clothing stores totaling over $6,000 dollars. All charged on the ministry’s corporate card. We were intrigued by what appeared to be stops made by Pastor Benny at resorts and spas around the world on his way to and from crusades. The ministry 
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 called these stops lay-overs. Now for most of us travelers a lay-over means long hours waiting for a connection in an unfamiliar airport. 

 Maybe an overnight stay at a low rent hotel. But remember Pastor Benny travels in the ministry’s private jet and sets his own schedule. So, consider Benny Hinn’s version of a layover. On his way home to California from his crusade in Columbia the documents show, and the hotel confirmed for us, Pastor Benny stopped at this resort in Cancun, Mexico. He stayed in the Presidential suite there, that cost the ministry $2,684 dollars per night. 

 The trip was described as layover in flight from Columbia. 

  At the crusades in Russia and Sweden in July, of 2003, Pastor Benny apparently didn’t get on his private jet to fly west and go home. Instead, he flew from Sweden, south to Italy, and then back north to London, with an entourage that included his son, his daughter and her fiancé. There were expensive meals, like this one for over $900 in Italy. And also, one at this Lebanese restaurant in London for more than $1,725.67. And check out these hotel bills. In Italy, transportation for Pastor Benny was more than $6,361.54 and in London another of $6,000 for incidentals, such as 

 chauffeur services and in-room tea. The documents also list tips, in three days, more than $4,500 worth, including $1,000 for concierge and another $1,000 for the front desk manager. 

  And then there was Pastor Benny’s hotel rooms in London, the documents show, Hinn stayed at the Landsborough Hotel. It was confirmed for us to be room number 210 and they told us that they never discount rooms. The going rate, per the hotel documents, is $3,124 per night. And then there was his hotel room in Milano. According to the expanse documents from room 1001, the hotel confirmed that it is the Presidential suite. The hotel website says that it is a dwelling fit for a prince and the largest hotel suite in Europe. Among its 5,400 square feet are 3 bedrooms, a formal dining room, a fireplace, a jacuzzi, a sauna, a Turkish bath, a large terrace with panoramic views of the city, and a 100-foot-long swimming pool 

 decorated with marble, frescos. The hotel told us that this room is rented for more than $10,000 dollars per night. No discounts! 
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 And through it all, Pastor Benny maintains that he has proof and God on his side.” 

  Benny Hinn:  “Look into these eyes, I have never lied to you, never, and I never will. I’d rather die than lie to God’s people.”    



You’re a liar, you’re a false teacher and you’re a heretic. And I am 

discerning from the Word of God, with confidence in the Word of God. 

The Bible warned us that in the Last Days, false teachers would be coming into the church and would specifically make up stories, and their greed, to rip you off and it’s going to malign the way of truth. And that’s exactly what is going on. All because people are saying that these gifts that are no longer in function, are in today, and that has become the policy for these guys to run with. And unfortunately, rip a lot of people off. 
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 Chapter Ten 

———————————— 

Biblical Gift 

of Tongues 

So far, we have seen that the Charismatic Movement is actually 

fulfilling Bible Prophecy in a negative way! The first error is the 

confusion of the gift of prophecy with the office of a prophet and because they confuse the gifts and the offices, this has led to the massive influx of false prophets and false teachers, as the Bible warns us about happening in the Last Days. They believe that these gifts and offices are still in function today. 



As a recap, we have seen that the gifts that are still in function 

today are the gifts of serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, mercy, wisdom knowledge and Faith. But the last three, healing, miracles, and discernment are the gifts that are not in function today based on the context of Scripture. We don’t need these today because the first two went away with the ministry of the Apostles. The third one, discernment went 

away because true born-again Christians all discern since we all now have a Bible. 



So now we are going to get into the final two gifts, the gift of 

tongues, or languages, and the gift of interpretation. 
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I Corinthians 12:4-11: “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working but the same God who works all of them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the  

common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of 

wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same 

Spirit, to another Faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 

another distinguishing between spirits speaking in different kinds of 

tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines.” 



The gifts happen at Salvation and who’s responsible for the gifts 

you get? It’s Him. Can you take a class and get it? Can you go to a 

conference and get it? If you pay somebody some money, can you get it? 

What if somebody taught you how to do it? No. It comes from God. But 

again, that’s not being held today by the charismatic community, and that is why things are getting off base. 



Now I am going to combine both of them, languages and 

interpretation, because they both kind of fit together. Now the first one is speaking in tongues or literally languages. The gift of tongues is one of the temporary “sign gifts” given to the early Church to enable the gospel to be preached throughout the world to all nations and in all known languages. 

It involved the divine ability to speak in languages previously unknown to the speaker. If I all of a sudden started speaking Japanese, how would you edify it? Other than, “That sounded cool.” You’re not edified, so what 

would you need in order to be edified? Somebody supernaturally cannot 

only, who never knew Japanese before, somebody would need to now get 

up in the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit and interpret that into the language of the people, so they can all be edified. Why? Because that is what the Spiritual gifts are for – for good. 



But here’s my point. I use the example of Japanese because 

Japanese really is a real language. But that is not what you see with the Charismatic Movement. What is being brought forth, is frankly, just a 

bunch of gibberish. Now we have dealt with this before, but let’s go back  
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over it again. Let’s look back at when the Biblical occurrence of the gift of languages appeared and you tell me if it was ever gibberish. It never was. 

It was always a known language like Japanese. In the original manuscripts we just call it the Book of Acts, but it literally is the book of the Acts of the Apostles. Let’s take a look at Acts chapter 2, it’s the birth of the Church, and this is the first occurrence where we had the gift of languages or speaking in tongues. 

Acts 2:1-12: “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now they were staying in 

Jerusalem, God fearing Jews from every nation under Heaven. When they 

heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each 

one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: 

‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that 

each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and 

Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and  

Asia. Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, 

visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism): Cretans and 

Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ 

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’” 



So, this is where it first occurred, at the birth of the Church. And 

every single time, there in the context, you don’t have to read some secret hidden Greek, when the gift of languages was going forth, Biblically, what was it in? It was always a known language. Now, what’s going on is really what they call ecstatic speech. Ecstatic speech (gibberish) is used even today and has been throughout history through many pagan religions in 

Africa, East Africa, Tonga people of Africa, when a demon is exorcised. 

Ecstatic speech is found today among Muslims, Eskimos, and Tibetan 

monks. It’s involved in para-psychological occult groups. The Mormons, 

even Joseph Smith himself advocated speaking in tongues. And that’s  
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what the charismatics are doing today. What you see is happening in the 

Charismatic Movement, gibberish, is not the gift of language. It’s not only not in existence today, but also, it’s simply the gift of gibberish. It’s really not a gift at all, it’s a false teaching. You tell me if you think, based on Acts Chapter 2, that this is Biblical. 

Female Preacher:  “(gibberish) In the name of Jesus, be made whole by the power of God! (gibberish)”  

A group of kids are sitting around in a circle, some are crying but they are all speaking in gibberish. 

A speaker at a church service starts to speak into a microphone but 

abruptly starts hitting his head and then begins running around the room speaking in gibberish. As he is running around the people in the room, 

they also start speaking, screaming gibberish, banging their heads and 

dancing around. 

In another clip a woman is standing very still while the speaker is talking gibberish into the microphone. He keeps hitting her on her shoulder until she begins to wave her arms around, jerking her head back and forth. 

While she is shaking and moving, the congregation is applauding, and 

they all begin to stand up. The speaker is walking back and forth in front of the group speaking loudly into the microphone. The louder and faster 

he speaks the more stirred up the group gets and some of them are shaking and dancing as well. They are all speaking in tongues, and some are now 

running around the room uncontrollably. 

This next clip is of a little girl. Her hands are raised to Heaven, and she is speaking gibberish. 

Another group of people are shaking and yelling in tongues while the 

speaker is calling out, “This is real, this is real.” He speaks in gibberish and people start falling onto the floor. “That’s it, that’s it,” he proclaims. 

“That is a whole new breakthrough in your life tonight. A whole new level of breakthrough in your life tonight.” And he begins speaking in tongues  
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over the people on the floor. 



All right. Is that Acts 2? Is that a known language? Any of that? 

Imagine how sad this is that the Bible says that when Jesus is ascending to the right hand of the Father, the last thing He said in Matthew 20 was, 

“Go and make disciples.” And that is what we are doing here, disciplined learners. So, imagine if that was your church service. I’m not saying that these people aren’t saved. I don’t know their hearts. But imagine how sad it is that you’re never going to grow up, you’re never going to be a 

disciple, because that’s your church service. Where is the preaching of the Word of God? It’s all about this ecstatic thing with the shaking and 

moving, and the gibberish. How do you grow in your knowledge of the 

Word of God? How are you able to discern? Maybe that’s just it, they 

aren’t able to discern because they are not being taught the Word of God. 

Because it’s all about this experience thing that is being labeled as the movement of the Holy Spirit. 



What’s ironic is that the charismatic community would look at 

tongues as something that is super spiritual. And if you and I aren’t doing that, then somehow, we are less than spiritual. Basically, they are trying to justify it by again, misconstruing the Scripture, and especially the big tongues chapter which is I Corinthians 14.  But if you look at the overall context of the whole book of Corinthians, first and second Corinthians, 

and you look at the Corinthian Church, read the Scripture, the Corinthian Church was not a model Church. 



The Corinthian Church was a messed-up Church, and yet they 

want to say this is model behavior. No, the reason why those letters, I and II Corinthians are so big is because they had so many problems, 

including this, that Paul had to address. 



Let me give you some background of just how messed-up that 

Church was and why they were not a model that you and I should follow. 

The Corinthians had allowed the entire world system in which they existed to infiltrate their assembly. For example, they were all hung up with 

human philosophies, the first four chapters tell us. They had a hero 

worship cult just like their society did; Chapter 3 talks about that. They were involved in terrible, gross, sexual immorality; Chapters 5 and 6 talks  
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about that. They were suing each other in the court; chapter 6 talks about that. They had fouled up the home and marriage and misevaluated that 

whole thing; chapter 7 talks about that. 



They were all confused about pagan feasts and idolatry and things 

offered to idols; chapters 8,9 and 10 talks about that. They had goofed up the proper place of women in the church; chapter 11 talks about that. They had misconstrued the whole dimension of spiritual gifts; chapter 12 talks about that. and they had lost hold of the great thing, love; chapter 13 talks about that. And then the whole chapter 14, says the entire mass of the 

satanic system that existed in their society infiltrated the church. And once it all came in, in with it came a pagan style of religion, with all of the ecstasies, and all of its eroticisms, and all of its sensualities; It was Christianity in part and paganism in part, all wedded together. It was not a model church. This is not a model to emulate, these are problems to avoid. 

And this is why Paul wrote I Corinthians and then II Corinthians. 



The gift of languages or tongues was always a known language as 

this guy says. 

Pastor Nelson:  “What is the gift of speaking in tongues? And is that gift so given today? The first occurrence of speaking in tongues was heard on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-4. The Apostles went out and shared the gospel with the crowd, speaking to them in their own languages.”  

Acts 2:11: “We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own 

tongues!” 

Pastor Nelson:  “The Greek word tongues is literally translated 

 “languages.” Therefore, the gift of tongues is speaking in a language that a person does not know in order to minister to someone who does speak that language. In I Corinthians 14, Paul discusses more miraculous gifts saying:”  

I Corinthians 14:6: “Now brothers, if I come to you and speak in 

tongues, what good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or word of instruction?” 
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Pastor Nelson:  “According to the Apostle Paul and in agreement with the tongues described in Acts, speaking in tongues is valuable to the one hearing God’s message in his or her own language. But it’s useless to anyone else unless it is interpreted or translated. A person with the gift of interpreting tongues could understand what a tongue speaker was saying even if he didn’t know the language that was being spoken. The tongues interpreter could then communicate what the tongues speaker was saying to all, so they could all understand. For this reason:”  

I Corinthians 14:13: “For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret what he says.” 

Pastor Nelson:  “Paul’s conclusion regarding tongues that were not interpreted were not powerful.”  

I Corinthians 14:19: “In the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.” 



How many intelligible words versus what? Gibberish, why? 

Because what’s the point of legitimate gifts? They are meant for the 

common good. Gibberish doesn’t edify anybody. You don’t even know 

what they’re talking about. It’s a bunch of nonsense. It’s a bunch of 

gibberish. And it’s not even a true gift. Paul says, using my previous 

example, if you don’t understand it, you’re not edified. I would rather use five Japanese words interpreted in English than ten thousand words in a 

tongue where nobody knows what in the world is going on. How is that 

going to value anybody. Which leads us to the second part, the 

interpretation. That was a supernatural endowment of the Holy Spirit 

where a person could understand what a tongue-speaker was saying even 

though he did not know the language that was being spoken. The tongues 

interpreter would then communicate the message of the tongue’s speaker 

to everyone else, so all could understand. Why? For the common good. 

Pastor Nelson:  “At the same time if the gift of speaking in tongues were active in the church today, it would be in agreement with Scripture. It would be a real intelligible language. It would be for the purpose of 
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 communicating God’s word with a person of another language and it 

 would be in agreement with what God gave through the Apostle Paul.”  

I Corinthians 14:27-28: “If anyone speaks in a tongue, two – or at the most three – should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and God.” 

Pastor Nelson:  “It would also be in accordance with this verse.”  

I Corinthians 14:33: “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” 



Well, we’re just going through I Corinthians 14 and hitting the 

highlights here, but if it was the legitimate gift, always a known language, not gibberish, what were Paul’s instructions? Because God is not the 

author of confusion. In that previous video, was there any order to that, was that confusing or what? That one guy, I guess he was the pastor, he 

starts running out the door. Frankly I would be running out the door too. 

But that wasn’t what he was doing, I don’t know what he was doing. But 

God’s not the author of confusion. He says, even if it’s legitimately 


happening, how many should speak? One, and then you don’t even share 

unless there is an interpretation. Why would Paul put that mandate up 

there? Because, what’s the purpose of the gifts? To edify. This wasn’t what they were doing, and this was what he was correcting. They were basically doing what you saw in the video. Everyone was shaking and waving their 

arms, but who was being edified? He said, “I would like five intelligible words than a bunch of that. What are you guys doing?” 



And again, Paul is reprimanding them. This is not the model 

behavior to follow. This is behavior to avoid. Here is another Charismatic Church service. You tell me if they are following the Biblical mandate of, if you have a legitimate gift of tongues, which you don’t, it’s very orderly, one person stands up and then nothing happens unless somebody else 

gives an interpretation and they move on because everybody has been 

edified. Is that what’s being done today? I don’t think so. This is just an average Sunday going on around America. Let’s take a look. 
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This video clip opens with everyone on the stage, the choir, the elders, the song leader, and the pastor all raising their hands and speaking gibberish all at the same time. Not one word can be understood. As the camera scans the congregation, some of them are also waving their hands in the air and speaking in tongues. But as all this is going on there are a few people 

sitting there quietly, looking around with puzzled looks on their faces. It looks like they are trying to figure out what in the world is going on. They definitely are not being edified. 



Alright, don’t you feel edified after watching that? Wow, I feel like 

a stronger disciple right now. How is that for the common good? First of all, if that was Biblical, and obviously it wasn’t, then what was coming out of those people’s mouths should have been Japanese, Russian, maybe 

some Swahili, throw in some French. They didn’t do any of that. And even if it was it should have been, one person at a time, in order because God is not the author of confusion. None of this is Biblical. They have a couple caveats, they say, “Well okay, you got me on that one. It’s not Biblical, it’s not a language, and it’s not in order. But see, you just don’t understand. 



I had a lady one time that actually agreed and said, “Yes, you’re 

right, Acts Chapter 2 says that it has to be a known language. But the reason why you can’t understand what I’m saying is because God told me 

that what I was speaking was an ancient Mediterranean language.” Really? 

You know what? God told me, right here (the Bible) is what I need to 

know. I don’t need your experience. 



But they come back and say it’s not really a big deal. Yes, it is a 

big deal. That’s why they were getting rebuked in the Corinthian Church, 2,000 years ago. This is not good. The phrase “diversity of tongues” or 

“different kinds of tongues” eliminates the idea of a “personal prayer 

language” as a spiritual gift. The reason why you don’t understand what 

they are saying is because this is a private prayer language. They are 

praying in tongues. It’s a private language between them and God. 



Well, let’s analyze this Scripturally. Number one – How could 

praying in tongues be a private prayer language if it is to be interpreted (I Corinthians 14:13-17)? Number two – How could praying in tongues be for self-edification when Scripture says that the Spiritual gifts are for the 
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edification of the church not the self (I Corinthians 12:7)? Number three 

– How can praying in tongues be a private prayer language if the gift of tongues is a “sign to unbelievers” (I Corinthians 14:22)? Number Four – 

The Bible makes it clear that not everyone possesses the gift of tongues (I Corinthians 12:11, 28-30). How could tongues be a gift for self-edification if not every believer can possess it? Don’t all of us need to be edified? 



Some praying in tongues, a “secret code language” that prevents 

satan and his demons from understanding our prayers and thereby gaining 

an advantage over us. This interpretation is unbiblical for the following reasons: Number One – The New Testament consistently describes 

tongues as a human language, and satan and his demons are well able to 

understand human languages. Number Two – The Bible records countless 

believers praying their own language, out loud, with no concern of satan intercepting the prayer. Even if satan and/or his demons hear and 

understand the prayers we pray, they have absolutely no power to prevent God from answering the prayers. We know that God hears our prayers, 

and that fact makes it irrelevant whether satan and his demons hear and 

understand our prayers. 



This is why we must base our faith and practice on Scripture, not 

experience. We must view our experiences in light of Scripture, not 

interpret Scripture in light of our experiences. Many of the cults and world religions also report occurrences of speaking in tongues/praying in 

tongues. Obviously, the Holy Spirit is not gifting these unbelieving 

individuals. So, it seems that the demons are able to counterfeit the gift of speaking in tongues. This should cause us to compare even more carefully our experiences with Scripture. Studies have shown how 95% of 

speaking/praying in tongues is a learned behavior. Through hearing and 

observing others speak in tongues. I do believe that 5% are having a 

spiritual experience, it’s just the wrong spirit. This is the most likely explanation for the vast majority of instances of speaking/praying in 

tongues, the feeling of “self-edification” is natural. The human body 

produces adrenaline and endorphins when it experiences something new, 

exciting, emotional, and/or disconnected from rational thought. 
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Well, we have covered how they say that it’s a private language, a 

secret language, now let’s get into their next explanation, it’s a Heavenly language. So, what they do is try to take it out of context. 

I Corinthians 13:1: “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.” 



There it is, you can’t understand it because it is a Heavenly 

language. First of all, that Heavenly language appears “nowhere” in the 

Bible. They are just making that up. What they want to try to do, out of context, is, what I just quoted to you. Because it says the tongues of men and angels, somehow you are getting this Heavenly language and that is 

how you get the justification as to why we can’t understand your 

gibberish. And that makes it okay. That is a complete twisting of the 

Scripture. By the way, when you read the Bible, which is a good thing to do, when you read the Bible do you see angels? When legitimate angels do appear on the scene, when they communicate, what do they speak in? A 

known language. That’s not what he’s talking about, but I just wanted to throw that one in there. Scriptural evidence. 



Paul is using what is called hyperbole, which is a common 

communication technique. Hyperbole is an exaggeration to make a point. 

Paul is saying that, no matter how gifted one may be, whether in his own language, in foreign languages, or even in the hypothetical speech of 

angels, it’s all moot without love. In fact, without love, one’s speech is no better than the useless babbling of the pagan religions. The pagan culture of Corinth honored their gods in ritualistic ceremonies accompanied by 

loud musical instruments such as gongs, cymbals, and trumpets. Their 

worship was a chaotic cacophony. It’s an absolute bunch of baloney, it’s a waste of time, they were acting like pagans, they were not only abusing 

the Biblical gifts, the real gifts, but their worship services were just like the pagan ones. But yet we are to believe that that is supposed to be 

immolated and those of us who don’t do it are resisting the movement of 

the Spirit of God in the Last Days. We are not as spiritual as they are. 



Paul used hyperbolic language to emphasize the necessity of love. 

Showing love is more important than the grandest, most miraculous action 
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imaginable. To suggest that Paul implies that tongues of angels is a kind of Heavenly language is to go beyond what Scripture actually teaches. It is taking the expression completely out of context in an attempt to teach 

something other than what Paul actually said. One guy says this: 

 “Shortly after I came to faith in Christ, I began attending a strongly charismatic church. I really enjoyed the gusto of the worship and the seemingly evidences of God working in people’s lives. However, fairly quickly, after several failed attempts by church leadership, to give me the gift of tongues, I started to feel like an outcast, like a lower-class Christian. What was wrong with me? Why wouldn’t God give me the gift of tongues like He seemed to have given to everyone else in the church? The extreme over-emphasis of the gift of tongues, as evidence of the Holy Spirit, led me to question the validity of my faith, and even worse, to question God’s love for me. When I got sick of feeling like an outcast, I began attending a different church. Thankfully, many years later, I am, for the most part, recovered.” 



Frankly, I wish we would be a little more genuine as non-

charismatic protestants, that when it comes times to singing to Jesus that we actually, sing to Jesus. It’s not a time to look at the bulletin or order pizza. No, it’s time to sing a love song to Jesus. It’s okay to show emotion. 

You don’t need to be swinging off the chandelier, but come on, this is a love song to Jesus. But as we saw in the Charismatic Church, they excel in that. I like their openness, not extremism, it’s not illegal to raise your hand, it’s okay. But they open it up for people who want a more vibrant 

experience, and you can have a more vibrant experience with God. There 

is nothing wrong with that, Biblically. 



Imagine growing up and you saw those kids that were in that 

video. That’s their church services, I’m not saying that they’re not saved. 

But how long will it take for them to ever become a disciple of Christ. 

They aren’t getting into a serious study of the Word of God. It’s all about this experience stuff. They might be saved for forty years but they are still a baby in diapers. And then the irony is turned around and they look down on us like we are fuddy-duddies. It breaks your heart. 
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What is the evidence of tongues/languages are not in existence 

today? As we saw before the gifts of healing, miracles, and discernment, these were more Apostolic gifts for the Apostles in the beginning of the church. Until what time? Until we had the solidification of the New 

Testament. These sign gifts were given in order to validate the big shift, the big major occurrence, going from the Old Testament to the New 

Testament. The Old Covenant to the New Covenant. You’ve got thousands 

of years of history and in the early church the people were primarily Jews and then it went to Gentiles. So, how are you going to get the Jews to 

switch from the Old Covenant. You’ve got to do something to get their 

attention to these men, to say, “Hey, it’s true, we’re moving on to the New Covenant, listen to what these guys have to say.” 



They recorded that New Covenant right here in the Bible, so, do 

we still need those gifts? No. As we saw before tongues were a sign for an unbelieving Israel. 

I Corinthians 14:21-22: “In the law it is written: ‘Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of foreigners I will speak to this people, but even then, they will not listen to me,’ says the Lord. Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; prophecy, however, is for 

believers, not for unbelievers. 

Isaiah 28:11-12: “Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues God will speak to this people to whom He said, ‘This is the resting place, let the weary rest’ and ‘This is the place of repose’ – but they would not listen.” 



They were signifying to the Jewish people that God had begun a 

new work that encompassed the gentiles. The Lord would now speak to all 

nations in all languages. The barriers were down. That was a fulfillment of Isaiah. Well, that message has already been written down and it’s been 

recorded in the New Testament. So, do you need that anymore? No. The 

Bible is the sign for the Jewish people. That is another reason why, and I would agree, that it doesn’t happen today. 
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Do we have evidence that tongues have ceased? Yes. Tongues are 

mentioned only in the earliest books of the New Testament. Paul wrote at least twelve epistles after I Corinthians, for a total of thirteen, and never mentioned tongues again. Peter never mentioned tongues; James never 

mentioned tongues; John never mentioned tongues; neither did Jude. If 

this was so important, because this is number one being emphasized in the Charismatic Movement today, you would think it would be all over the 

Bible. They even emphasize it more than even sharing the gospel or 

becoming a disciple. Tongues appeared only briefly in Acts and I 

Corinthians as the new message of the gospel was being spread. But once 

the church was established, tongues were gone. They stopped. The later 

books of the New Testament do not mention tongues again, and neither did anyone in the post-apostolic age. The last Apostle, John, wrote the Book of Revelation in 95-96 A.D. and died shortly thereafter. Then we get into the post-apostolic age, after the Apostles. 



The greatest theologians of the eastern and western churches 

considered tongues obsolete. Writing in the fourth century, John 

Chrysostom stated categorically that tongues had ceased by his time and 

described the gift as an obscure practice. Augustine referred to tongues as a sign that was adapted to the Apostolic Age. In fact, during the first five hundred years of the church, the only people who claimed to have spoken 

in tongues were followers of Montanus, who was branded as a heretic and 

a false teacher. That is why we saw this whole gibberish thing, is nothing new. The early church had to deal with this because of some guy coming 

up and saying, “Hey I got a word from God.” 



Again, they want us to think that this started at the Azusa Street 

Revival. No, it started way back with the early church. The next time any significant tongues speaking movement arose within Christianity was in 

the late seventeenth century. A group in the region of southern France 

began to prophecy, experience visions, and speak in tongues. This group 

was called the Cevennol prophets, another form of Charismatic 

Movement, way before Azusa. Most of their prophecies went unfulfilled. 



Another group, in the mid-1700s which was an offshoot of the 

Charismatic Quaker’s was called the Shakers. It was founded by a lady, 

Mother Ann Lee, who regarded herself as the female equivalent of Jesus 

Christ. The Shakers believed sexual intercourse was sinful, even within 
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marriage. They spoke in tongues while dancing and singing in a trancelike state. Nothing new from what these people are doing today. It’s just been rehashed. But we don’t even learn our own history, so we get dupped, let alone needing to stick with the Bible. 



Then in the early 19th century, Scottish Presbyterian pastor Edward 

Irving and members of his congregation practiced speaking in tongues and prophesying and they failed to come to pass. And by the way, when the 

Scripture says, if somebody says they are a prophet, are you supposed to be afraid? No. The Old Testament command was, if they get anything 

wrong, kill them. Which is funny because you want to bring back certain 

pieces of the Old Testament, saying it’s valid for today, how about 

bringing back that one. You’re skipping over that one. You’re not being 

consistent. 



Irvingite prophets often contradicted each other, their prophecies 

failed to come to pass, and their meetings were characterized by wild 

excesses. The movement was further discredited when some of their 

prophets admitted to falsifying prophecies and others even attributed their 

‘giftedness’ to evil spirits. This group eventually became the Catholic 

apostolic church, which taught many false doctrines, embracing several 

Roman Catholic doctrines and created twelve apostolic offices. And that is another form of the Charismatic Movement with their gibberish today, 

nothing new. 



All of those groups were heretical, fanatical, or otherwise 

unorthodox. The judgment of biblically orthodox believers who were their contemporaries was that all those groups were aberrations. They were not to be followed; this is not Biblical. Thus, we conclude that from the end of the apostolic era to the beginning of the 20th century there were no genuine occurrences of the New Testament gift of tongues. They had ceased. The 

gift of tongues is not for today. 

Pastor Nelson:  “Is the gift of speaking in tongues for today? Some point to passages such as Isaiah 28:11 and Joel 2:28-29 as evidence that speaking in tongues was a sign of God’s oncoming judgment.  I 

 Corinthians 14:22 described tongues as a sign to unbelievers. According to this argument, the gift of tongues was a warning to the Jews that God was going to judge Israel for rejecting Jesus as Messiah. Therefore, when 
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 God did in fact judge Israel with His destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70, the gift of tongues would no longer serve as its 

 intended purpose. 

  Just imagine how much more productive missionaries could be if they did not have to go to language school and they could instantly speak to people in their own language. However, God does not seem to be doing this. 

 Tongues do not seem to occur today in the manner they did in the New Testament despite the fact that it would be immensely useful. The vast majority of believers who claim to practice the gift of speaking in tongues do not do so in agreement with the Scriptures mentioned earlier. These facts lead to the conclusion that the gift of speaking in tongues has ceased.” 



Yep, that’s the conclusion. I think you’re right if you stick with the 

Bible. I’ll close this chapter by saying, go ahead, if you want to speak in this gibberish and pass it off as a Biblical gift, follow the Biblical mandate of one at a time, it’s a cacophony. God is not the author of confusion. But then they have their caveats, it’s private, it’s secret and it’s heavenly. So, what, it’s not a big deal. Guess who gets lumped in with this? The world looks at this aberrant behavior, unbiblical behavior, and you know what 

they read the big title as? “Look at those crazy Christians!” They don’t say Charismatic Christians, by and large, and we get lumped into this. So, 

when we go witness to somebody, we get, “Oh, you’re one of those freaky 

Christians. I’ve seen videos on YouTube about you, you guys are weird.” 

In fact, it’s even getting to the point now that when they look at you and I we are considered “dangerous.” And a lot of it is because of this 

Charismatic extreme behavior. 



There’s actually a documentary out, I think the whole thing is still 

on You Tube. It’s put out by some secular people, and it’s called “Jesus Camp.” It came out in 2006 and basically these guys were concerned 

about this charismatic group, this Christian Charismatic Camp. It was 

called “Kids on Fire School Ministry.” It was led by a female pastor – 

there’s a big problem – Becky Fischer. We’re going to get into this deeper later, but supposedly with the speaking in tongues (gibberish), the old slain in the spirit, all this aberrant weird behavior, they are also called 
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“Dominionist.” “Dominionist are the Charismatic Movement called “The 

Kingdom Now,” where basically the mindset is, on top of speaking in 

tongues, and rolling around, these people falsely believe that it is the churches job to make the world submit to the Old Testament set of laws 

and basically clean up the planet before Jesus can come back to the planet. 

Hence, they have to establish the kingdom now, in order for Jesus to come back. Does the Bible teach that? Not even close. 



They have some modern names. They call themselves the 

Covenant People, the Overcomers, or Joel’s Army. Notice the word  army. 

That’s what these people are concerned about. These secular people who 

went into this charismatic kid’s camp, think that they are brainwashing 

these kids to act like the Muslim Jihadists terrorist. It’s just a Christianized version. They did this documentary exposing this behavior and Becky 

Fischer looked at it afterwards and she thought this was great. 



But you take an average person, who doesn’t know better, and they 

are saying, “Look at what these crazy Christians are doing. Just watch this documentary.” You tell me if you wouldn’t come to the conclusion that 

Christians are dangerous. Because what she is basically telling these 

people, why she is doing this camp, she wants to instill in kids a 

commitment to impact society for Jesus, on par with how Muslims stir up 

passion in their students. In other words, like a Christian Jihadist. Here is the trailer from that documentary making us look bad, because we get 

lumped in with this behavior. 

Teacher:  “This is a sick old world. You’ve got to change things. It’s up to us to change the world, absolutely. “ 

  Children in the classroom:  “I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag.” 

  Spokesperson:  “There are two kinds of people in the world. People who love Jesus and people who don’t.” 

  Student with a painted black face:  “This is the Will of the Lord.” 

   Other students with partially painted black faces are holding rods. They are being taught how to fight with the pretend sword. They are doing this 
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practice to music in front of a crowd of adults that are possibly their 

parents. 

  Teacher:  “Where should we be putting our focus? I’ll tell you where our enemy is putting it. They are putting it on the kids.”  She asks a student,   

 “How long have you been a Christian?” 

  Student:  “At five I got saved. I just wanted more of life.” 

  Teacher:  “If you go to Palestine, they are taking their kids to camp, like we take our kids to Bible camp. They are putting hand grenades in their hands.” 

  Student #2:  “There is an excitement, and a peace about it too.” 

  Student #3:  “I want to be a new generation for Jesus’ coming back.” 

  Student #4:  “We are a generation that needs to rise up.” 

  The Hot Button:  “One of the best films of the year. So compelling in so many ways.” 

  Preacher:  “How many would like to give up their lives for Jesus?” 

   The kids raise their hands and yell in a positive response. And the parents smile in agreement. They are so proud of their kids. 

  Washington City Paper:  “An admirably even-handed film.” 

  Student #5:  “We are being trained to be God’s army.” 

  Indiewire:  “Provocative. A lightning rod.” 

  Narrator:  “You are the beginning of a movement.” 

  

255 



The kids are all yelling and shaking their fists. They believe they are ready to do battle. 

  Narrator:  “There’s a new church like this being developed every two days in America, twenty five percent of the American population, that’s about 80 million people. If these evangelicals vote, they would determine the election. They have taken over the White House, Congress, the Judiciary for a generation.” 

  Teacher:  “This is just the tip of the iceberg. Are you a part of it or not?” 

This is Jesus Camp. 



No, I’m not because that is charismatic extreme, baloney, false 

teaching. But the world doesn’t know the difference. So, who gets lumped in with all this? We do. We are looked upon, just because we are Christian, as being dangerous. We are trying to take over this country. We are 

brainwashing kids to be fundamentalist jihads. It’s radical, who has the audacity to say that their way is the only way. That’s one of the many 

dangers of this kind of behavior. It’s not just unbiblical, it’s a bad, bad witness and it’s giving a bad impression of true, genuine, Christianity. 



Do you want to change this world? First of all, who’s going to give 

permission for Jesus to come back? Rhymes with Jesus. He’s going to 

come back whenever He wants to. He’s God! He’s not waiting for us to 

clean the thing up. But He tells us what we are supposed to do in the 

meantime. Do you want to change the culture? I’m all about changing the 

culture. It’s not about forming some army and forcing it down people’s 

throats. You share the gospel. Because when people get saved, guess 

what? They are changed from the inside out. That works better than any 

government. That’s what we are called to do. But the world doesn’t get 

that because of folks like this. That is the actual documentary out there right now, against us, because we get lumped into it. All because of the extremism of the Charismatic Movement. 
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 Chapter Eleven 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Slain in the Spirit 

As a recap we have asked the following questions: 

•  1 – When do we get these Spiritual gifts? – At Salvation 

•  2 – Who gives the Spiritual gifts? – The Holy spirit as He wills 

•  3 – How do I identify my Spiritual gifts? – Pray, self-evident, 

•        explore, equip. 

•  4 – What are the Spiritual gifts? 

•  5 – Which Spiritual gifts are in function today (continuationism)   

and which ones are not (cessationism). 



The Spiritual gifts that are in function today are the gift of 

serving/helps, the gift of teaching, the gift of encouraging, the gift of giving, the gift of leadership/administration, the gift of mercy, the gift of wisdom, the gift of knowledge and the gift of Faith. These are the gifts that are still needed in the Body of Christ. 



The Charismatic Movement gets confused by believing that the 

gifts of healing, miracles, discernment, tongues and interpretation are still in function today, which they are not.  And also, the way they use these gifts is not Biblical. So, now we are going to delve into the aberrant 
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behavior of the charismatic community. These are the things they also say are Biblical but are not! Now we are going to deal with what I call 

aberrant behavior. These are things that basically the charismatic 

community would have you and I believe that is something Biblical, 

which it’s not, and they would say that this is something that we are 

missing out on. If you want to be true mature Christians, we need to join them in this practice. 



The 1st aberrant behavior is called slain in the Spirit. Slain in the 

Spirit or slaying in the Spirit are terms used by Pentecostal and 

Charismatic churches to describe a form of prostration in which an 

individual falls to the floor while experiencing religious ecstasy. Believers attribute this behavior to the power of the Holy Spirit. Being slain in the Spirit happens when a minister lays hands on someone, and that person 

collapses to the floor, supposedly overcome by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 



Now, apparently, this can only be done at specific places, at a 

church or a healing crusade. And you are invited to come to the front of the church or other venue to receive prayer from a minister or a team of ministers. Often, accompanied by the laying on of hands and anointing 

with oil. They fall, usually onto their backs. In most cases their fall is broken by ushers or “catchers”. Once fallen, a person may lay on the floor, face up and eyes closed, for several seconds to several hours in some 

cases. 



Now, it’s okay if you want to promote that, but let’s take a look at 

what they say you and I are resisting in these Last Days. We are resisting the Spirit of God. This is how we are going to become mature and mighty 

Christians, making a difference for Jesus in the Last Days. This is what you can experience, being slain in the Spirit. Are you ready? 

Benny Hinn:  “You might not understand it, and I don’t either. But when the Lord talks to me, I obey Him. It’s that simple, there’s nothing more to it. My God, are you ready?”   

He swings his jacket out over the congregation, and they collapse in their seats. He swings it at a man standing on the stage, with him, and the man falls onto his back. He keeps swiping it over the congregation and saying:  
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Benny Hinn:  “Take it, take it, take it. Take the anointing. (gibberish) Take a fresh breath of the Spirit.”  

And he swipes his jacket over the congregation again. Again, they fall 

back into the seats. The ushers bring a man upon the stage with Hinn and call out that the man had cancer and it’s gone. Hinn runs over to him, 

touches him with both hands on the man’s chest and the man falls 

backwards. They pull him up into a standing position and Hinn goes to 

him and with both of his hands, pushes the man back onto the floor. They pull him up one more time and Hinn pushes him back down for the third 

time. Then he signals for another person, a woman, to be brought up onto the stage with him. 

Benny Hinn:  “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  

He repeats the whole thing all over again. He places both of his hands on her face and pushes her back, to fall on the floor. The ushers bring her back to her feet and Hinn pushes her back down on the floor. He throws 

his arms at both the lady and the two ushers and all three falls to the floor, on their backs. He gets lowered onto the same level as the congregations and tells the congregation to hold hands. Again, he swipes his jacket over their heads and says,  “Take it, take it, take the anointing.”  And they all fall backwards into their seats. 



See what you guys are missing. Just think, if you can do that, you 

can become a mature Christian, make a major impact for Jesus in these 

Last Days. Did you see, there was no slaying involved? I think it should be called a punch in the head spirit. Or shove me in the spirit. There was 

nothing supernatural going on there. And now you know why I don’t wear 

a jacket when I preach. That’s just crazy. That’s why they say we are 

immature, we are missing out, we don’t know what we’re missing because 

we don’t do that. 



Now let’s look at this Biblically, like we are supposed to do, the 

term “in the spirit.” Because a lot of time in the charismatic community that becomes the excuse, the panacea term explaining all of this aberrant behavior. “Well, you don’t understand because it was in the spirit. And 
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that’s what this is, it’s slain (or punched) in the spirit.” So, let’s take a look at the term, “in the spirit.” Is that what the Bible is promoting, shoving people and somehow, they are falling backwards, their wiggling and 

passing out, unconscious? 

Revelation 1:9-11: “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the 

island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

On the Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said. ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 

Philadelphia, and Laodicea.’” 



This was the Apostle John explaining how he got this revelation 

from Jesus Christ. How did it happen? When did it happen? What were the 

circumstances? He was inspired of God to write down this fantastic book 

for us, the Book of Revelation. He wrote it down for us, still being 

conscious, so we can read it after 2,000 years. Notice there was no passing out, there was no falling backwards, and remember Hinn said, receive the Spirit of God? Wait a minute. When do you received the Spirit of God? At salvation. He said to receive a fresh anointing. No. We have the anointing of the Holy Spirit. John is also very clear about that as well. That is just another false teaching with that verbiage. 



So, is that what John’s doing? No, not at all. Now, let’s take a look 

at another passage dealing with the Spirit. This is speaking of John the Baptist. 

Luke 1:17: “And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 



So, is that what John the Baptist did? That’s how he received his 

power. What he did, when people came to him, he just fell backwards on 

the floor. He started wiggling around. No. When people came to him, he 

said, “Wait a second guys. I’m not in the spirit yet. I need for this special person, who has this special anointing to come over here and shove me 
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onto the ground and when I get back up, I’ll have this amazing power and miracles will take place.” No. That’s not at all what it’s talking about. 

Now, let me give you another one: 

Ephesians 6:18: “And pray in the spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the saints.” 



So, when we want to intercede for our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, is that what we do? We just fall backwards and we’re unconscious. 

If we’re unconscious, how are we going to pray? Are you wiggling 

around? Are you waiting for someone to show up and shove you 

backward? Maybe this sounds harsh, but we have to deal with this. Is this Biblical? What is going on here? That’s not at all what he is talking about. 

Colossians 1:7-8: “You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also told us of your love in the Spirit.” 



Is that how we demonstrate love for each other. You say to 

someone, “I love you,” and you fall backwards. Now if you actually did 

that to someone, and that was your way of showing your love for 

somebody in Christ, how many brothers and sisters in Christ would you 

have? You would be very lonely. 



So, what is he talking about here? In the Spirit means in the sphere 

of or under the control of the Spirit, with your faculties functioning. The Spirit is empowering you to love one another. The Spirit is empowering 

and directing your prayers as well. The Spirit is helping to write down this wonderful book for us. The Spirit is empowering you to be a witness for 

Jesus Christ. That’s what it means. It has nothing to do with falling 

backwards, wiggling around and all that stuff. 



When the Bible talks about in the Spirit it’s always talking about 

when you grow up in maturity. Because apart from the work of the Holy 

Spirit, at the moment of salvation, when you are indwelt with the Holy 

Spirit, He is our deposit, guaranteeing our Salvation. But He is called the Holy Spirit, to begin the work of maturity, by the Spirit, that His Holiness 
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is produced in us. That we grow up. God is more concerned with making 

us look, act, behave and speak via the Spirit to look more like Christ than to just wiggle around on the floor. And that’s what Paul said in Galatians 5. What is so important about this phrase, “in the Spirit?” And what happens when you do it Biblically?” 

Galatians 5:16-25: “So, I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature’s desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. 

They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 

But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery, 

idolatry and witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy, drunkenness, orgies and the like. 

I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no Law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 

the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 



When you say, “in the Spirit,” this is some good stuff. But this 

phrase is being abused and it leads to no maturity. There’s no growing up in Christ when this (Benny Hinn’s video) is going on. There’s no 

edification going on there. At least for the church. How do you know 

when somebody is not in the Spirit? Paul isn’t giving us every sin, but 

here’s a wide swath. When somebody is not in the Spirit this is what they look at and behave like (Galatians 5). So, to counter that, we are not only indwelt with the Holy Spirit of God, sealed for our day of redemption, we are His temple. But if we walk, live and keep in step with the Spirit, i.e., in the Spirit at all times, you won’t do that. Now, isn’t that valuable truth? 

And it’s sad because it’s being ripped off. 



Now, as we saw before, keeping in step is a military term, which 

means if the Spirit says to take this step, you take a step right behind. Just like soldiers marching along. That’s what he’s talking about. How many 

would like more of this in your walk with Jesus Christ? You can have it if 
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you walk, live, keep in step with the Spirit, i.e., live every day in the realm of the Spirit. Biblically you get this phrase. It’s fantastic. What a fantastic Biblical truth! And it got turned into what we saw in that video. It got turned into that, and you and I are looked upon as, “You guys just aren’t experienced in the movement of the Spirit in the Last Days. I feel sorry for you.” It’s very sad what’s going on there. The Spirit of God is more 

concerned with producing holiness than falling on the ground. 



So, is it Biblical? No. They try to justify it in several different 

ways. Let me give you a couple of examples. 

II Chronicles 5:14: “And the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the temple of God.” 



The key word there is “stand.” Now contextually what is going on 

there is the King Solomon, and the priests of Israel, are dedicating the newly built temple in Jerusalem. As the Ark of the Covenant is being 

brought into the temple for the first time, there is music and loud singing in praise to God. And then something spectacular happens. The Glory of 

God comes in. And it says that the ministers can’t stand because of that. 

So, the charismatic community says, there you have it, slain in the Spirit. 

Because they can’t stand, and if they can’t stand, apparently, they fell backwards. And they passed out. No. That is the complete abuse of not 

only the context, but that word in the Hebrew. The word in the Hebrew 

doesn’t mean to maintain an erect posture, it means to take one’s place. 

They could not perform their service, could not carry out their duties, were unable to complete their duties. The idea is simply that the priests were prevented from taking their positions in the temple, not that they were 

knocked flat. It was just that they couldn’t go in there, they couldn’t 

produce their service. That’s it, that’s what they’re talking about. 



Another one, if you continue in the book of Revelation 1, John, 

after he got the vision, turned around and in verse 17 saw Jesus. He said, 

“I felt as though one was dead.” Well, there you go, he was slain in the Spirit. That’s what they use to justify it. Ezekial talks about him falling on his face. First of all, notice those instances where they were falling on their face, and not going backward. Okay, so it’s kind of interesting that they use that to justify. We dealt with this in our study, “The Holiness of 
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God.” What happens Biblically when people actually encounter the actual 

Spirit of God, the Holy Presence of God? 



REACTIONS TO THE HOLY PRESENCE OF GOD 







The 1st persons to react to God’s Holiness were the Israelites. 

Exodus 20:18-19: “When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. 

They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, ‘Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.’” 



Now here we see the classic response of the Israelites to the actual 

presence of God. You see, God not only led them out of Egypt, but one 

day He personally showed up to say hi. And so, the question is, “What was the response of the people?” Did they say, “Oh, hey, God, great to see you buddy ol’ pal friend of mine. Come on over here and give me a high five!” 

Make me wiggle on the floor! Was that it? Or did they tremble and shake 

in utter terror at the very voice of God and cry out “Please! Please! Don’t let God speak to us, or we will die!” Correct me if I’m wrong, but I’d say according to the Word of God that one true glimpse of the Holiness of God is something that strikes fear in your bones, how about you? 



Looking at the video, I believe that this is a bunch of chicanery, 

and we are going to see a bunch of occult stuff too. How far do you push that? It’s complete blasphemy. To say that is the presence of God and say that’s all it exists for. 



The 2nd persons to react to God’s Holiness is Samson’s parents. 

Judges 13:20-22;  “As the flame blazed up from the altar toward Heaven, the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the ground. When the angel of the Lord did not show himself again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was 

the angel of the Lord. ‘We are doomed to die!’ He said to his wife. ‘We 

have seen God!’” 
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What was their response? We’re laughing and wiggling on the 

floor in ecstasy. Was that it? Or did they crumble to the ground and 

scream, “Oh no! Oh no! We have seen God and we’re doomed to die!” 

Correct me if I’m wrong, but I’d say according to the Word of God that 

one true glimpse of the Holiness of God is something that’ll make you fear for your very life, how about you? 



The 3rd person to react to God’s Holiness is Daniel. 

Daniel 10:7-9: “I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled 

and hid themselves. So, I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale, and I was helpless. Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.” 



What was his response? God give me an experience. Was that it? 

Or was Daniel physically drained causing him to drop face down in the 

dirt? And that was the response to encountering a Holy angel from God. 

What would have happened if he encountered the actual presence of God? 

So, correct me if I’m wrong, but I’d say according to the Word of God that one true glimpse of the Holiness of God is something that’ll make you 

suck carpet real fast, how about you? 



The 4th person to react to God’s Holiness is Job. 

Job 42:3,5-6: “You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge? Surely, I spoke of things I did not understand, things too 

wonderful for me to know. My ears had heard of you but now my eyes 

have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.’” 



And here he was complaining about the way his life turned out 

asking God why, why, why. And so, one day, God personally showed up to 

give Job an attitude adjustment. And so, the question is, “What was Job’s response?” Did he go to a conference or Church service to get someone to lay hands on him so he could feel an electric shock? Was that it? Or did 
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Job moan in despair, “Oh God, I despise myself and repent in dust and 

ashes!” So again, correct me if I’m wrong, but I’d say according to the 

Word of God, that one True glimpse of the Holiness of God is something 

that’ll cause you to shut your mouth, how about you? 



The 5th person to react to God’s Holiness is Isaiah. 

Isaiah 6:1,3,4,5: “I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of His robe filled the temple. And they were calling to one 

another; ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty.’ At the sound of their 

voices the doorposts and thresholds shook, and the temple was filled with smoke. ‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord Almighty.’” 



Now here we see the next awesome response to the presence of 

God by Isaiah, the might prophet of God. And here he was, privileged to 

see the very throne room with God Himself, in all His glorious splendor. 

And so, the question is, “What was Isaiah’s response?” Was it like the 

Charismatics today? “Hey God, show me Your presence so I can feel 

good! Take me into your presence Lord so I can get goosebumps on top of 

my goosebumps!” Was that it? Or did Isaiah scream aloud, “Woe is me! I 

am as good as dead! I have seen the face of God, and I am doomed! So 

again, correct me if I am wrong, but I’d say according to the Word of God that one true glimpse of the Holiness of God is something that’ll shock 

you to the core, how about you? 



Can I tell you something? The world laughs at that. (The video). 

The non-Christian is joking it up and guess who gets lumped in with it? 

We do! “Oh, you’re one of those people.” No. I’m not. “You’re a 

Christian, aren’t you?” Yeah. And then you try to explain the difference between a Christian and the Charismatics. Now, when you see slain, in the Scripture, it’s used with someone that is not saved and you are dealing 

with the judgment of God. 

John 18:4-6: “Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to Him, went out and asked them, ‘Who is it you want?’ ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ they 
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replied. ‘I am he,’ Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them) When Jesus said, ‘I am he,’ they drew back and fell to the 

ground.” 



Is that a positive thing? Something that you would want to 

emulate. Is that something that was wonderful? No. 

I Samuel 4:18: “When he mentioned the Ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck was broken, and he died, for he was an old man and heavy. He had led Israel forty years.” 



But let me ask you some questions about being slain in the Spirit. 

Because the premise is that you and I are missing out. “You poor, poor 

critter. If only you could experience this.” 

•  Does being slayed in the spirit make one closer to God? I don’t see 

it happening. 

•  Are they more spiritual? What’s the goal in life? Is the goal in life to get saved and from then on everyday seek an experience that 

gives you goose bumps on top of goose bumps. Is that why Christ 

saved you? Or is it back to the fruit of the Spirit, so that you will 

act, behave, speak, look more like Jesus Christ as you proclaim 

Jesus Christ to the lost? 

•  Why does someone have to catch you? If this really is a thing of 

God, of the Spirit, if He can do that to you, can’t He cushion your 

head? Why do you have to have a catcher? 

•  Why would God want you to pass out? Jesus went through the 

sacrifice to save us. He endured the cross for the joy set before 

Him, as the Scripture says. And the joy set before Him took about 

1,940 years for these people to show up on the scene, after the 

birth of the church. And finally, if you are part of that generation, 

you can go to a conference, where someone can lay their hands on 

you or fling their jacket at you, and you can pass out. That’s why 

He came. Really? I don’t think so! 

•  Why would this be the way to have an experience with the Holy 

Spirit when you already have Him in you as a Christian? As we are 
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going to see, the goal in the Christian life isn’t to get more of the 

Spirit, you already have the Spirit. The issue is yielding to the 

Spirit and Him getting more of you internally. And then it begins to 

show externally. A complete polar opposite. 

•  Why is none of this mentioned in the Bible? It’s because it’s 

unbiblical. 



Now, as we saw in the opening video, the unbiblical practice of 

being slain in the Spirit requires a person to respond to another’s touch or to the motion of the speaker’s arm, or in this case, it’s even a jacket. But as you saw there, was it really just one pointing a hand at somebody and they fell over? No. What did Benny Hinn do? Call it punch in the Spirit or 

bruise in the Spirit or smack them up on the side of the head Spirit. Shove them like a freight train. There’s nothing supernatural going on with that! 

But that’s what is required. One guy says this: 

 “The Charismatic Movement is not so much the faith movement; rather, it is the signs movement. It teaches people to seek after a sign or to rely on personal experience rather than on the written Word of God. God wants us to be alert, conscious, aware, ready, and watchful. (Luke 21:36; I 

 Corinthians 16:13; I Peter 5:8; II Timothy 4:5; Revelation 3:2) God never teaches chaos, unconsciousness, confusion, mysticism, or the 

 practices of pagan spiritualism. He teaches self-control, self-discipline, the renewing of the mind, growth in knowledge and love, the necessity of faith, and the awareness of God’s presence, wherever we go, in our waking moments.” 



That’s the benefit. Isn’t that the awesome truth? We are indwelled 

with the Holy Spirit of God which means He is omnipresent, He is 

everywhere, He’s always with you. But then we have an intimate 

relationship with Him, and become His temple. That’s awesome. So, if I 

want to have a great day and I want to just hear some good news, just 

acknowledge that Christ, the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit, God is with me instantly, every second of the day. Even while I am asleep, He is right there with you. Doesn’t that benefit you more? More than acting like the Holy Spirit is outside of you? And then you have to go to a conference and 
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sing a bunch of songs, do all the different techniques, and it falls on you like some external rain. Because that’s what’s going on. He’s already here. 



And then you hear, “Shhh, the Spirit of God is in this place.” I 

always like to say, “When did He ever leave?” He’s omnipresent. He’s 

already with us. I didn’t loose Him. He is with us day by day and I need to yield to Him. But here comes the “But you don’t understand” thing. 

Because it’s based on experience. “You don’t understand, because you 

weren’t there. Don’t judge me. And besides, I felt something. I felt this power, I felt this force, man, and you can’t tell me it wasn’t God.” 



I’ve said this many times before. I’m not saying that in some 

instances, and a bunch of it is a bunch of baloney, chicanery, learned 

behavior, but I do think that there are times that people do feel a tangible force or energy or spiritual encounter. But that doesn’t mean it’s the Spirit of God. It’s counterfeit. As we get further into the study, you are going to see a lot of the beginnings of the Charismatic Movement at the end of the 1800s, early 1900s, the movers and shakers that basically revitalized that movement because it’s nothing new. It’s old fashioned Montanism, but 

they revitalized it here in America. These guys were involved in New Age and Hinduism and then they began to slap Christianese on New Age and 

Hinduism terms. So, they take a Biblical phrase, and they slap it on this practice and somehow it makes it okay. Because when you understand 

Hinduism - when you are slain in the spirit, wiggling on the floor, even speaking gibberish, and moments of ecstasy when you pass out – 

Hinduism does that all the time. Hindu’s do that with their Guru. The Guru in Hinduism can transfer that spiritual experience (it ain’t the Spirit of God) in something called the Shaktipat. Now let me explain to you what 

that is. 

 “The most feared and revered deity in Hinduism is the goddess Kali 

 (Durga), the wife of Shiva the destroyer. She is also known as Shakti, which means force, and represents the impersonal force that occultism teaches, runs the universe. 

  The divine power-touch of the guru is called Shaktipat. This is a term used for the touch (or near touch) of a guru’s hand to the worshiper’s forehead that produces supernatural effects. 
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 The supernatural effect of shakti through the guru’s touch may knock the worshiper to the floor or he may see a bright light and receive an 

 experience of enlightenment or inner illumination or have some other mystical or psychic experience.” 

   

Bhagwhan Shree Rajnessh, a guru who placed a special emphasis 

on Zen Buddhism, passed his new spiritual “wine” with a single touch to 

the forehead of his followers. They would fall to the floor in ecstasy, drunk with the new “wine.” 



“New spiritual wine” is straight out of Hinduism. If you are 

familiar with the Charismatic Movement, that is a common phrase that is 

used all the time. This is the new spiritual wine of the spirit of God. This is the new anointing. We need the “new wine.” That is all Hinduism. And 

they not only have the phrase “slain in the spirit” but they also have the phrase “drunk in the spirit.” They are copying the terms straight out of Hinduism. But because most people don’t know Hinduism, they don’t 

realize that they are getting ripped off. 

 

Swami Baba Muktananda would slay followers in the spirit 

through shaktipat (physical touch). “Holy” laughter, crying, shaking and animal manifestations would occur regularly at his meetings. 



Followers of Yan Xin, a Chinese Qigong master, encountered 

“holy” laughter and other strange physical sensations. 



Now, hopefully to put the nail in the coffin, I’m going to share with 

you a video clip of Hinduism. This is from a promoter of Hinduism, and 

they are going to admit this is what happens. You can look for the parallels of what happens in the Charismatic Church today, and when a person 

experiences from the guru the Shaktipat. 





KUNDALINI AWAKENING 

by dispersion of Sanskaras through Shaktipat 

Narrator:  “What you are seeing in this video is a live recording of a program where you can see shaktipat happening on the aspirants. The  

 program has been recorded without any editing. You might judge the 

 happening according to your past beliefs and experiences. But we humbly request you to sit back and enjoy the video without any doubts. Please try 
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 to grasp the actual meaning of the video which has been explained as follows: 

  Shaktipat is a self-proven and self-perfecting spiritual practice. This means that the Kundalini power causes an aspirant to perform kriyas or automatic movements through the power of Kundalini itself. Therefore, its other name is Supramental Meditation. It can also be called the self-proven path of meditation. It may be relevant to mention then, in every aspect in body, in mind, and in intellect, Shakti itself performs the meditation. An aspirant must not make any effort at all. Ones duty is only to surrender. The time and characteristics of the manifestation of the Shakti are solely the work of The Divine Power. 

  To practice this type of meditation means that one must simply allow the divine power the opportunity to perform the meditation by itself. Of course, Shaktipat is a different path of meditation because in other paths you are responsible for performing certain tasks or mastering certain techniques. In other methods of meditation, you will be responsible for performing meditation by yourself, or you may have to acquire a great deal of knowledge concerning spiritual matters. You may have to perform worship ceremonies, you may have to practice different asanas, yogi 

 postures or you may have to constantly endeavor to eject undesirable thoughts out of your mind. However, in Shaktipat, you don’t have to do all these things. You just have to sit with total sense of surrender.” 



Do you understand? So, basically the Shaktipat in Hinduism is a 

shortcut. You don’t have to spend hours to get into an altered state of 

consciousness with meditation and then have an experience. You basically have a shortcut with the guru, like in the video, touching that guy’s 

forehead, and then what happened to the guy? He fell backwards. He’s 

out, he’s having an experience. This is all straight out of Hinduism. We are being sold a bill of goods, and somehow, you and I are involved in this, and we are being looked down upon.  And yet, even the world knows this 

is a bunch of baloney. 



I’m not saying that some of the people that are doing this don’t 

experience something. They may feel a sensation. They may feel some 
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sort of energy. They may feel a tingling response. But it doesn’t mean that it’s the Spirit of God. And again, Shakti, these are Hindu deities or 

demons. This is demonic. You don’t want to mess with it. One guy says:  

 “When the Spirit comes upon you it will overcome you with power, slaying you. Such people as Benny Hinn, Rod Parsley and a host of others have developed it to be a trademark of their meetings. But what do we find? We do not see any of this practiced or even hinted at in Scripture. When the Spirit came upon Jesus at His baptism, He came up out of the water; He didn’t collapse and sink down! The Lord Jesus had power to heal even the worst cases of disease, blindness and crippled limbs, and yet no one who Jesus ever touched fell over “slain.” Nor do we find Peter or John 

 touching people and causing them to fall over. 

  They did not ask other disciples to stand behind those they were going to lay hands on, to catch them as they toppled backward by the power. The New Testament has no people lining up waiting for the “anointing” to be passed on from another, not even the Apostles. Can you picture any of the Apostles running up to people and slapping them on the forehead, or 

 lining people up to be slain? No soft music or repetitive choruses were sung to set an atmosphere for the anointing to fall. No one yelled repetitive phrases like, “Fire!” or “touch” or “More, Lord!” So where does this all come from? 

 It comes from Martial arts, Chi power, the gurus touch people (as in the occult), and they can certainly knock them over. These are similarities that cannot be overlooked. Can someone say, touch or wave their arms, or 

 point their fingers and release the anointing, having someone go down. 

 When we see tele-evangelists blow on people, they go down yet when 

 Christ breathed on the disciples they did not. When Jesus touched people, they did not fall. 

  It is evident that loud outcries and convulsions are inconsistent with these things, or the Bible, and therefore ought to be discouraged. They cannot be from God, for He is not the author of confusion. 
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 The fruit of the Spirit is self-control. To be filled means we yield to the Lord and give Him control of our lives. He wants us actively doing His work, not knocked out, numb or dumb. We need to consider the possibility that this behavior is unspeakably dangerous for the participants, that is, the operation of demonic powers. Many who have studied occult 

 phenomena in false religions find that ‘slain in the Spirit’ is not a new phenomenon. This power is found in Hinduism. Truly the ancient words of the prophet Hosea ring true for us today, as it did then.” 

  Hosea 4:6: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge, because they have rejected knowledge.” 

   

If you stick with the Scripture, i.e., God’s knowledge, which we 

are supposed to do, you are never going to condone that, because you can’t find it. But because this is another sad trend of the charismatic community, they downplay the Word of God, and it’s all about experience. And we 

have only just looked at one of them. 



When you get away from the Bible, this is what people can do. 

They can bring in all kinds of stuff, slap Christianese on it and people swallow it up. “My people parish for the lack of knowledge.” Get back to the Bible. I’m going to share with you another video. You might be 

familiar with the Toronto Blessing, the Toronto Movement. Basically, 

slain in the spirit was popularized there, as well as animal noises and other stuff. This video is of a guy that was right there in the inner circle, and he was initially a part of it. He has come out now and is saying that this is not of God, and not only that, it’s dangerous and pastors and Christians, you better take this seriously, this is not good. 

Narrator:  “This is the man who claims to have the answers to all the mysterious failings. Paul Golding guarantees that he knows how and why these things happened. He was there when the doctrine originated in 1994 

 in the Airport Church in Toronto. He met, one by one, each of the 

 preachers who disseminated this practice. What secrets will he reveal? 

 What did he witness that bothered him? And why did he decide to abandon that practice? He makes it very clear that from the beginning of the conversation that he does not believe in being ‘slain in the spirit.’” 
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Paul Golding:  “Today I would say that this is a lot darker.” 

  Narrator:  “Paul tells in detail that at the beginning of this movement he was one of the leaders of the church where ‘slain in the spirit’ became famous. John Arnold, his wife Carol, Randy Clark and Paul himself, all of them participated in the creation of this movement.” 

  Paul Golding:  “For the next two years, 2 million people from all over the world, visited the Toronto Airport Church, to receive this spirit, these manifestations, and this blessing.” 

  Narrator:  “Paul Golding commanded these rituals of being ‘slain in the spirit.’ He was one of the main names of the church. But what took this man away from all that he believed? It was during a meeting that Paul discovered and recognized that there was something wrong. He said that people would imitate dogs and other animals during the services. They would behave like drunken men and women.” 

  Paul Golding:  “That day, I believed that the spirit was a false spirit, a counterfeit spirit and not the Holy Spirit of Scripture.” 

  Narrator:  “Paul said that he was in a moment of prayer when he was convicted that what he was doing was wrong.” 

  Paul Golding:  “Instantly my heart was convicted, and instantly, I asked the Lord Jesus to forgive me for being so silly, and for being ridiculous.” 

  Narrator:  “It was in that same moment that he decided to disconnect from the church and to write this letter that affirmed that satan had used this experience to blind people. And he finished it by saying that this is a direct violation of Scripture. I would say that this was never a true manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Because the fruit of that church is rotten.” 

  Paul Golding:  “The Toronto Blessing has been negative.” 
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Narrator:  “He doesn’t understand why it took him so long for him to open his eyes and see how this was so offensive to the Holy Spirit. When Paul fell sick, he went deep into the study of the Word of God. The more he read, the more he found out that what he was doing was a lie.” 

  Paul Golding:  “The Holy Spirit, by his Holy name, told me that He would not encourage people to do anything unholy. People, mankind, is made in the image of God. Why would God deface humanity by making them act 

 like animals? If there is anything manifest in these meetings contrary to the Holy Scripture, then it is not of God. Because God does not change.” 

  Narrator:  “Paul, the very man who spread the doctrine of being ‘slain in the spirit,’ around the world, gave us a warning.” 

  Paul Golding:  “Do not embrace this, do not think that this is a light thing. This is not of God. It is a scheme of the devil. And it will bring utter destruction to the men and the women and the children, who embrace it.” 

   

Why? Because it’s part of the occult. It comes from Hinduism. It 

doesn’t come from the Bible. And it leads you to destruction because it 

leads you away from the Bible. If you are going to grow up, the Holy 

Spirit is going to produce Holiness in you, then you need to learn how to be truly in the Spirit, as you walk in the Spirit, live in the Spirit, and keep in step with the Spirit. And you know how that’s happening? Not by 

wiggling and passing out. It’s when you love more - joy, peace, patience, kindness and start to act more like Jesus. What a concept! And, by the 

way, this is just a seduction to get people away from growing up in Christ. 

Because you’re not going to grow up that way. 
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 Chapter Twelve 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Drunk in the Spirit Holy Laughter 

We have seen that what is going on in the Charismatic Movement 

is nothing new. It’s not some Last Days movement of the Spirit of God. 

It’s just a repackaged form of Montanism and even the early church had to deal with it. So far, we have dealt with the Spiritual gifts and discovering that not all of them are for today and this is where the Charismatic 

Movement is confused. Now we’re getting into the aberrant behavior of 

the charismatic community. These are the things that they also believe are Biblical, but they are not! 



The 1st aberrant behavior is being “slain in the spirit.” This is the 

behavior where people fall on the ground, with a catcher, making sure they don’t smash their head, whereupon they supposedly experience religious 

ecstasy. But what we saw was that falling backwards, according to the 

Bible, is not a good thing. It was used when God judged people and some 

of them actually died. And the phrase “in the Spirit,” which is what they use to justify this aberrant behavior, has nothing to do with falling 

backward. 



It has to do with being in the sphere of, or under the control of, the 

Spirit. And He wants you awake, alert, doing something. Not numb and 

dumb and knocked out! What is actually going on here is chicanery, 
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learned behavior, or if you did experience a power or force or spirit it was the Hindu Kundalini spirit that came as a result of the Shaktipat, it’s 

definitely not from God! But since people don’t learn the Bible, and 

unfortunately, they don’t know about other world religions, they don’t see that they are getting ripped off. They take Hinduism and just Christianize it, and somehow it becomes okay. 



The 2nd aberrant behavior is called being “drunk in the spirit.” 

Drunk in the Spirit, or Spiritual drunkenness, refers to a phenomenon seen in some denominations, particularly those associated with Pentecostalism and the Charismatic Movement, in which individuals, who are said to be 

experiencing intense momentary visitations of – or even possession by – 

the Holy Spirit. 



Now stop right there. When do we get the Holy Spirit? At the 

moment of Salvation, so when did it leave? Never! So, when do you get 

the second work of the Spirit? Never. It’s not like you are missing some and then you get more of Him. No. You got all of the Holy Spirit, as His Temple, at the moment of Salvation. The challenge, therefore, in true 

Christian maturity is, is He getting more of you? As you get out of the way and yield, walk, talk, keep in step with the Spirit, that is when the Fruit of the Spirit begins to emanate. 



But they say they got possessed by the Holy Spirit and because of 

that they exhibit a range of behaviors resembling signs of moderate to 

severe alcoholic inebriation, including unsteadiness, uncontrollable 

laughter, silly expressions or gestures, verbal or nonverbal shouting, 

sudden intense fatigue, and temporary unconsciousness. The phenomenon 

typically occurs during Pentecostal and charismatic church services, 

usually at the prompting of a preacher or pastor, and most often involving multiple members of the congregation at that time, generally after having been “transferred” from one person to another via respiratory blowing or laying on of hands. 



I had an instructor once, that said, “When you are praying for 

somebody, always take a piece of gum, especially if it’s after lunch when you have that chili cheeseburger with the extra onions. Because you are 

going to be tempted to think that when you are praying for them, and they are falling backwards, and they were slain in the spirit, no, that was your bad breath. So, get some gum in your mouth. I don’t know if that’s what’s 
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going on with these guys. But supposedly with this “drunk in the spirit,” 

when somebody blows on them or lay hands on them, they transfer the 

power. This is nothing but old-fashioned Hinduism. If it was even real in the first place. Let’s take a look at a sample of what they say you and I are missing out on and/or even resisting. And it could really make a big 

difference in these Last Days. 

Kenneth Hagin:  “They can now see and hear. They heard them speaking in tongues but what did they see? For them to think they were drunk, they must have thought they were drunk. They were acting like drunks.”  

Hagin begins to laugh a witch like laugh, starting with a little giggle but then getting more intense. The congregation then begins to laugh as well. 

Starting with a giggle and then turning into full blown laughter. Some are even sliding down off of their seats. It’s uncontrollable. They slide all the way down onto the floor. As Hagin is being held up, walking towards a 

different section of the congregation, he raises his hand and points to the people and yells, “drunk again!” The whole section slides down out of 

their seats onto the floor while laughing uncontrollably. Unfortunately, he cannot stand on his own and three men are trying to hold him up while he is performing his laughter. 

Kenneth Hagin:  “This is the first time we have had the full manifestation of that anointing. We got that, we got that!” 

Suddenly the whole room is full of, screaming, laughing, jumping up and 

down, dancing in the aisles, falling on the floor, people. The whole room is completely out of control. 

The next clip is of kids in a garage. The whole class is screaming, jumping up and down, waving their arms. Some are even laying on mats. 

Surprisingly it looks exactly like the Kenneth Hagin church service. 



Seriously, is that what Jesus came and saved us for? That’s what 

we’re missing out on. Is this why we are looked down upon, “You guys 

are just poor, unfortunate people. If you only knew the Spirit of God like I 
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do.” Excuse me! To be honest with you, if I was to pull up into a church parking lot, at a church that I was visiting, with my kids, and that was going on with the youth group, we’d be turning around. We’d be 

screaming out the window. But this is “drunk in the spirit.” Did you see, he was being held up, like he was drunk. Now, at the beginning, what was one of the scriptures that they were using to justify what they were doing? 

Apparently, just saying “in the spirit” makes it okay. 



They actually try to use Acts 2, as a supposed justification, for what you just saw, that is supposedly from the Spirit of God. This of 

course, is the true account of the Biblical gift that is temporary, the gift of languages or tongues. We have already dealt with this. That was always a known language, it was never gibberish, but keep reading and watch how 

they try to justify this so-called drunk in the spirit. 

Acts 2:1-15: “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in 

Jerusalem, God-fearing Jews from every nation under Heaven. When they 

heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each 

one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked 

‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that 

each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes, and 

Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia. Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene, 

visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism) Cretans and 

Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ 

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’ 

Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much 

wine.’ Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd. “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me 

explain this to you, listen carefully to what I say. These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning!’” 
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So, that’s the big phrase that they want to justify everything that 

we just saw, because they were accused of being drunk. So, does that 

make this okay? Well, let’s examine that. So, there you have the proof that we need to roll around on the floor, pass out, experience non-stop laughter, acting like drunken fools, slurring your words. First of all, Peter said, no! 

These people are not drunk! So, how can you say this is something to do, when Peter is saying that they are not doing it? Secondly, Peter was 

talking about a literal drunkenness with wine, it was only 9 am in the 

morning. He was not talking about some made up behavior wiggling 

around on the floor. That’s what the Bible says. So, here’s the question. 

Are we just being fuddy-duddies resisting the Spirit of God in the Last 

Days? This great movement, will now radically transform the planet? No. 



Is this Biblical? Absolutely not! Opponents cite a lack of explicit 

Biblical description of anything resembling spiritual drunkenness, and 

some would say that the behaviors may even be the product of demonic 

influence. And the reason why is that nowhere in the Bible does it say 

drunk in the Spirit. When the Bible speaks of being drunk, it always has a negative connotation. It’s bad behavior, so why would God be asking you 

to do something that he calls a sin? It’s not consistent. 

Genesis 9:21: “When he (Noah) drank some of his wine, he became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent.” 



Which ended up, with one of his lineages becoming cursed. Is that 

a good thing to emulate? Is that a positive, “drunk in the spirit?” Do we all need to be doing this? 

I Samuel 1:14: ‘“How long will you keep on getting drunk?’ Get rid of your wine.” 

I Samuel 25:36: “When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house 

holding a banquet like that of a king. He was in high spirits and very 

drunk.” 



Was that a wise guy? No, he was called a fool. 
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II Samuel 11:13: “At David’s invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk.” 



Why? So, he could have a great spiritual experience and improve 

their relationship? No. This is where the unfortunate big sin of David, 

when he got him drunk on purpose, which was bad because he couldn’t 

think straight, and David was trying to kill him. Not a good thing. 

I Kings 16:9: “Zimri, one of his officials who had command of half his chariots, plotted against him. Elah was in Tirzah at the time, getting drunk in the home of Arza.” 

I Kings 20:16: “They set out at noon while Ben-Hadad and the 32 kings allied with him, were in their tents getting drunk.” 

Proverbs 21:17: “He who loves pleasure will become a poor man. He who loves wine and oil will not become rich.” 

Proverbs 23:21: “For the heavy drinker and glutton will come to 

poverty.” 

Proverbs 22:29-30: “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has 

contentions? Who has complaining? Who has wounds without cause? 

Who has redness of the eyes? Those who linger long over wine. Those 

who go to taste mixed wine.” 

Proverbs 20:1: “Wine is a mocker; strong drink is a brawler. And 

whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.” 



Is anyone beginning to see a pattern? 

Nahum 1:10: “They will be entangled among thorns and drunk from their wine.” 
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Habakkuk 2:15: “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their naked bodies.” 

Luke 12:45: “But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk.” 

I Corinthians 11:21: “For as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk.” 



That was communion. And it says that, that is why some of you 

have fallen asleep or died. God judged them. How dare you do that! 

You’re getting drunk during communion? That’s what the Scripture says. 

It’s not a good thing. 

Ephesians 5:18: “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. 

Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” 



There’s that word again. It means to be “under the control of.” If 

you want to be under the control of something, let it not be alcohol. Paul says, let it be the Spirit of God. 

I Thessalonians 5:7: “For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night.” 



But what does the Bible say about getting drunk? Is it something 

that you need to emulate? Is it something good? “Wow, you are so 

Spiritual, see how drunk you are. You amaze me. You must be a Christian. 

That’s exactly what we see in Jesus.” And we are supposed to be followers of Christ? So, the irony is, here’s the commonsense question. Did you ever think about what you are saying here? Why would God ask us to emulate a 

behavior that He really says is dangerous, dumb, and leads to debauchery? 

That doesn’t make sense. It’s not Scriptural, that’s why. 
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 “The only place in Scripture that alludes to the idea of “spiritual 

 drunkenness” is Isaiah 29:9-14, and it refers to God’s judgment upon sin and apostasy. So, even there, there is no way you can justify that. False teachers who promote being drunk in the Spirit point to Acts 2:13 as justification for their aberrant practice. On the day of Pentecost, as the apostles were preaching the gospel, some in the crowd said, ‘they have had too much wine.’ The accusation was obviously a mockery of the 

 apostles, and Peter flatly denies any hint of inebriation (verse 15). Yet today’s Word of Faith teachers take this jest from an ungodly crowd and use it as ‘evidence’ that Peter and the Apostles were preaching in a senseless stupor. Such twisting of Scripture not only demeans the Apostles, but it also dishonors the Holy Spirit.” 

   

The Charismatic Movement is taking this jest from an ungodly 

crowd as evidence of what we should be doing. How many would say that 

probably patterning your life after an ungodly crowd, is not a very good thing to do. But that is their basis for this. The Bible does talk about Spiritual gifts, but we just have to see which ones are working today and which ones are not. But this stuff is not even in Scripture. But they try this weird aberrant behavior, that goes with the whole package, and then we 

are looked down upon, because we don’t play with it. 

  “The Apostle Paul wrote, ‘Be very careful, then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, being filled with the Spirit’ Paul says that getting drunk is akin to our old way of life, with its worldly and self-serving desires. Such behavior is debased and ‘leads to debauchery.’” 

Romans 13:13-14: “Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 

dissension and jealousy. Rather clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature.” 
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So, guess what? It’s not all about just gratifying your own pleasure. 

And that is what this is. I come to a so-called church service, or a church conference, so I can have an experience. That’s selfishness. That’s trying to gratify your selfish sin nature. One guy said that God has been turned into the divine Prozac. Here He is, the Creator of the Universe, and He just exists to make me high, like a drug. 



The word debauchery is a translation of a Greek word meaning 

“lawlessness, insolence or unmanageable behavior.” What’s going on 

there? That’s debauchery, that’s unimaginable behavior, but somehow, it’s spiritual because you just said, “In the Spirit.” Paul deliberately contrasts the state of drunkenness (a loss of control) with the indwelling of the 

Spirit of God (a gain of self-control). We are to clothe ourselves with 

Christ. Did Jesus ever do that? And how is that ever putting on Christ? It’s not! 



God wants every aspect of our lives as believers to be under the 

complete control of the Holy Spirit. This does not come by drunkenness, 

and it does not mimic its effects. Why would God have you act like 

something He calls sin? Do we have adultery in the spirit? Do we have 

thievery in the spirit? Robbing the bank in the spirit, that’s what I’m 

doing. Yeah, you’ll be chanting that all the way to jail, in a paddy wagon. 

Hey, it was nothing but lying in the spirit. Well, I said it was “in the spirit.” 

“Why would you be resisting the spirit in the Last Days? It’s you who 

need it.” What? Adultery’s a sin, thievery is a sin, lying is a sin, and so is drunkenness. But that’s the whole basis that they are using that we are 

missing out of this. Acting drunk and blaming it on the Spirit of God is sin! 



Those who teach spiritual intoxication are more closely allied with 

Bacchus, the Roman god of wine and drunkenness, than with the true God 

of the Bible. We saw that before, which also comes from the Greek god 

Dionysus. Dionysus is the Greek god of frenzies, festivities, spiritual 

ecstasy, wine, and alcohol in general. So, if there is a spirit behind it, it ain’t from God. That’s the old Roman Greek gods. That’s what they did 

when they got together in their occult gatherings. We’re not supposed to emulate that! 



Being filled with the Spirit is not some ecstatic or emotionally 

charged experience. It is not a Heavenly high or a Spiritual buzz. Being 
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filled with the Spirit is a steady submission of one’s life to the God of Glory. 

I John 3:24: “Those who obey his commands live in Him, and He in 

them. And this is how we know that He lives in us: We know it by the 

Spirit, He gives us.” 



I don’t see Jesus doing any of that stuff. We know that He’s in us 

by our behavior, by His Spirit. And His Spirit is to produce Holiness. His Spirit is to get us to bear Fruit of the Spirit, to be Christ like. To act, to speak, to behave like Christ. Not that! How cheap does this make the 

Cross of Christ? Jesus came just so I can get goosebumps on my 

goosebumps, and I can have an experience and put on a big show, and I 

can pass out and act like I’m drunk. Is that what He went to the Cross for? 

And that’s going to win the lost? That’s what’s going to lead people to 

Jesus? No. And yet, and you would think, as common sense as it is, the 

Charismatic Movement, by and large, not only continues in this thing, but they are training a whole new generation of kids to do the same thing. 



Another buzz word they use for this, that you and I are missing out 

on, the spirit of religiosity is all over. It’s the spirit of religion. Because what it has done is put a cap on this funnel and we just need to open 

ourselves up to this spirit. Here is a video clip of where they are 

brainwashing little kids, to take it to a whole different level. 

This video clip opens with a group of young children standing on stage to begin their performance to the congregation. One young girl comes to the front of the group holding a microphone. 

Young girl:  “Well, come on, tonight I’m going to be preaching about receiving the blessings. (Everyone applauds) In John 3:30 it says you need, ahhh, I’m sorry, I’m drunk, aren’t you? You need to increase so Jesus can decrease. Oh, I’m sorry, it’s the other way around. You need to decrease so Jesus can increase. Come on. I know a lot of you guys want to be a funnel in here. And here’s the thing. If you don’t have this funnel open, then you can’t speak in tongues. And if you can’t speak in tongues, how are you going to pray for people? Now, I just, everyone to stand up where they 
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 are, and hold your hands up like a funnel. We’re going to pray! (She proceeds to pray in gibberish)  

  Lord, I thank you that those who just received tongues, if they haven’t received it, I just thank you that they start speaking in tongues. Right Now!! Release it in Jesus’ name! Just start speaking in tongues. Come on! 

 (And she starts speaking in gibberish once again) The devil can’t 

 understand you. So, he can’t interfere with you. So, I just want you to keep speaking in tongues, don’t stop! (Again, she is speaking gibberish) Until the blessing comes in. So, you open your hands up like a funnel, so the blessings can come in and pour, and pour, and pour, so you can receive more. (gibberish)  

  I know a lot of you guys need blessings here. A new house, new car, in Jesus’ name. (gibberish) I see it over there, right here, over there, right there, come on. (gibberish) Just release Lord, do your work. (gibberish) Do your work in their hearts. (gibberish) You can start dancing, you can start running, come on. Free, you are free in here. Come on, this is the House of God. You just want to shout, go wooooo!” 



Bad is right. First of all, should you have a little girl being the 

preacher? No. Should you have a woman preacher? No. But that’s 

common place with their teachings. Can you pray for somebody to get the 

gift of tongues? No. First of all, the gift of tongues isn’t even in function today. But even if they say are, can you pray to have it happen? Even if it really was functioning in an actual service today, what does the Bible say? 

How are you supposed to do it? Does everybody just bust out, and do it? 

No. It’s supposed to be done without confusion, one on one. If no one can interpret it, what are you supposed to do? Shut your mouth. Did she also say that by speaking in tongues, and it’s a bunch of gibberish, and we can’t hear and understand because it’s not a known language. But what’s the 

rationale? She said I know you can’t understand me, whatever she is 

whipping out, and notice it was repetitive. You would think that if this was really the Holy Spirit, He’d come up with something new once in a while. 

But she said, the devil can’t hear you. Is this supposed to be some secret language that the devil doesn’t understand? As well as she was drunk. 
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This is a whole new generation. I was sitting there looking at not 

just her, but the other kids and they were into it too. That’s the next 

generation. Now let me throw on a little bit of Bible prophecy for you. 

When the antichrist shows up with the false prophet, the Bible says they are going to appear on the scene in satanic power with lying, false signs wonders and miracles. That generation is going to eat it up. Because it 

won’t be chicanery, it won’t be just behavior, it will be a satanic power. 

There’s going to be things that look like miracles and these people are 

going to say that this has got to be the Spirit of God. No. That’s the 

antichrist. One guy says this: 

 “A few years ago, a traveling charismatic minister from the West Coast passed through Florida to conduct a series of renewal meetings. I’d never heard of the guy, but the rumor was that he carried a ‘special’ anointing.’ 

 It was unique, that’s for sure, especially when he took the microphone, slurred his words as if intoxicated and leaned to the left of the pulpit as if he were about to fall over. Then, in between some bizarre spasms, he would shout what sounded like ‘Walla walla bing bang!’ 

 His message didn’t make sense. But if he had just said ‘Ding Dong’ or 

 ‘Yabba Dabba Doo’ over and over, some people in his meetings would 

 have run to the front of the room and swooned, even though he never 

 opened his Bible during his message. They wanted what this man claimed to possess – an anointing to become ‘drunk in the Spirit.’ 

   Some people began to manifest what looked like seizures during renewal services, and the bizarre behavior was defended as ‘manifestations of the Spirit.’ Some pastors even encouraged the wobbly saints to find 

 ‘designated drivers’ if they felt too drunk to operate a vehicle when it was time to go home. Meanwhile, some worship leaders introduced ‘Holy 

 Ghost drinking songs’ that encouraged people to slosh around in the joy of the Lord, while uncorking more of His new wine. 

  The spiritual drunkenness craze led to other charismatic fads, including an infatuation with angels, an obsession with golden dust and the strange 
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 teachings of John Crowder – a confessed ‘new mystic’ who compares the infilling of the Holy Spirit to smoking marijuana. 

  Crowder calls his meetings ‘sloshfests’ and refers to himself as a 

 bartender for God. He teaches that God wants all Christians to be 

 continually drunk in the Holy Spirit – and he provides resources to help you do just that, including an electronic recording that will help you, in Crowder’s words, ‘trance out,’ a teaching that encourages stigmata and levitation. With all of this emphasis on Holy Ghost intoxication, did anybody notice that the Bible clearly commands us to be spiritually sober? 

  But I find numerous references, from both Peter and Paul. ‘But you, be sober in all things,’ is Paul’s admonition to Timothy. ‘Let us be sober.’ 

 Peter hammers the same point. ‘Prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit. ‘The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer.’ 

  To be sober can be defined ‘to show self-control,’ ‘to be sane or rational,’ 

 or ‘to be free from excess or extravagance.’ When I look at the state of our nation today, and consider our spiritual challenges, it’s obvious the last thing we need are Christians who are so sloshed in emotional euphoria that they can’t pray intelligently and work diligently. 

  This is not a time for God’s people to be incapacitated. We need to be thinking, planning, strategizing, researching and building – all using the Holy Spirit’s wisdom. The Holy Spirit is not going to fill us so that we can act like giddy freshmen at a frat house keg party. Let’s put the childish things behind us. It’s time for us to grow up and sober up.” 



Now there is a second thing that goes along with that and that is 

what’s called Holy laughter. One of the side effects of being drunk in the spirit is that you cannot stop laughing. And apparently what makes this 

okay is not just the phrase, “in the spirit” but it’s Holy. Did you know that there are churches today that encourage the practice of full-blown yoga? 

We dealt with this extensively in our 6-week study in Hinduism and 6-

week study in Buddhism. So, if you haven’t seen it, go check it out. So, 
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again, yoga means to yoke, when you are going through the movements of 

yoga, you are emanating the movements that will hopefully connect you 

with the Hindu deity. You are yoking with them. That is what that word 

yoga means. How many would say that yoking yourself with a Hindu 

deity, which would be a demon, would not be a good thing to do. It gets 

you into an altered state of consciousness. But the churches today are 

promoting that in the church. “This is not just yoga; this is Holy Yoga.” 



“No, no, wait. You guys are just extremists. It’s Holy adultery. You 

cannot take me to jail, I just stole all the money from the collection plate, but it’s Holy thievery. So, I cheated on the test. It’s no big deal. Aren’t you a part of the new movement of God. It’s Holy lying.” That’s ridiculous, 

right? But somehow people don’t stop. Just because you call it Holy, 

doesn’t mean that you got it from God. 



Holy laughter is a term used within the charismatic Christianity, 

that describes a religious behavior in which individuals spontaneously 

laugh during church meetings. It became normative in the early 1990s in 

Neo-charismatic churches and the Third Wave of the Holy Spirit. Many 

people claimed to experience this phenomenon at a large revival in 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada known as the Toronto Blessing. I’m going to 

give you two examples that I pieced together. One is out of IHOP, 

International House of Prayer, in Kansas City, and the second one is 

Bethel. You may wonder why we don’t see Bethel music anymore. What 

they do, and why we put a stop on that music, is that we also want to be consistent in our behavior here at Sunrise. They often use music to seduce young people with music first, and then they introduce them to this stuff. 

So, we don’t want to be a part of that. Here is what we are missing out on with this Holy laughter thing. 

This clip from IHOP opens with a young woman on the stage, and she is 

about to speak. Another person is standing next to her holding the 

microphone. But instead of speaking this woman has a big smile on her 

face and starts jerking a little. 

Young woman:  “I was made to come here. Not on a Wednesday, but on a Sunday, because it was on the Sabbath. We were all excited, so we went to see what was going on. I had never seen anything like this before. (She 
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 can barely get the words out due to her jerking) Or, ever even heard about it.” 

  Pastor:  “So, you never heard of anything like this before? You had never seen anything like this before? You have never seen this kind of 

 manifestation of the Holy Spirit, much less experienced it? 

  Young woman:  “Yes.” 

  Pastor:  “You haven’t stopped shaking since you got on the platform.” 

  Person with microphone:  “It started before she got on the platform. She was shaking over there where she was sitting for the last two hours.” 

  Pastor:  “So, for the past two months, this is new to you, what the Lord is doing to you.” 

  Young woman:  “Yes, I grew up in a Methodist church.” 

  Pastor:  “So did I, by the way.” 

This is from the second clip from Bethel: 

A young woman is laying flat on her back while another person has his 

hand placed on her stomach. But as the camera scans across the room 

everyone is in different positions on the floor, laying down, sitting, 

crouching over each other. They all start laughing, jerking, wiggling 

around on the floor. They are all participating in uncontrollable laughter. 



See what you’re missing out on. How dare you resist this amazing 

movement of the Holy Spirit. What? Again, this is nothing new, as we 

have seen with much of the Charismatic Movement. That’s the teaser. This is the latest movement of the Spirit of God in the Last Days. Well, I’ll agree with you, that this is the Last Days, but that ain’t nothing new. 



Practices similar to holy laughter were observed in the 1800s in the 

American West. John Wesley encountered uncontrollable laughter in his 
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meetings but viewed it as an act of the devil. It also occurred in Signs and Wonders meetings run by John Wimber in the 1980s. The practice came to 

prominence in meetings led by the South African evangelist Rodney 

Howard-Browne in 1993, at the Carpenter’s Home Church in Lakeland, 

Florida, and was often accompanied by the ‘Slain in the Spirit’ 

phenomena. It was also observed in meetings held at Oral Roberts 

University. Then popularized by  Charisma and the Trinity Broadcasting Network. It was observed in some parts of the Catholic Charismatic 

renewal, as well. It spread to the Association of Vineyard Churches, most notably to the Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship in 1994. The church 

became very popular, drawing 75,000 visitors that year. Many attendees at the meetings spent time laughing loudly while lying on the floor. 



Okay, that’s interesting, but what’s the question? Is it Biblical? No. 

Not even close. Leaders who have promoted this Holy laughter claimed 

that the laughter was a result of joy that was supernaturally being given to people in the meetings. They claimed that the joy was often accompanied 

by miraculous healing and the cessation of depression. However, 

researchers have drawn a parallel between Holy laughter and Laughter 

Yoga. Hinduism used to do this - uncontrollable laughter. 

Instructor:  “Laughter Yoga has four steps. First is clapping. Second is breathing. Third is childlike playfulness. And the fourth is laughter yoga exercises. We always start our laughter exercises with a greeting. In India we greet like this - palms together. With greeting laughter, putting the palms together means you and I are one. Let’s laugh.”  

Everyone in the room is walking around, palms together, and they are 

laughing. 

Instructor:  “The next thing that we do is shake hands.” 

They seem to be starting to laugh harder and now they are jumping around with their arms waving all around. They are jumping and running around 

the yard like little kids in a playground. 
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Deeta:  “Let me introduce myself. I’m going to tell you my name and then we are all going to laugh hysterically. And then I’m going to tell you, my diagnosis. And we are going to laugh again. As you go around the room it’s very powerful. We’ll do it here with just a few people, just to get a flavor if anybody has a diagnosis that they want to share and laugh about. 

 That would be great. And if you don’t, then what I have done is to combine it with the ha-ha mantra, which is, you say your name and then something that happened recently to you that normally would really bum you out. 

 Share it with us and we will laugh at it. It’s the whole psychology of turning lemons into lemonade. I always start and say here’s how it works. 

 My name is Deeta. (And she laughs along with everyone else in the room.) And I was diagnosed with Parkinsons Disease. (Again, she laughs along with everyone else in the room.) Very good. Very good. Very good, yeah!” 



Not good, not good, no! This is nothing new, who’s doing this? 

Shocker! Who do we keep going back, and seeing the same parallel, with 

this movement? It seems like it always goes back to Hinduism. Wait until you get to the history and then you will see why. One of the arguments 

against this so-called “Holy laughter” is found in Galatians. 

Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 



If self-control is a fruit of the spirit of God, how can uncontrollable 

laughter also be a fruit of His Spirit? Revival leaders claim that being filled with the Spirit means that we are sort of “tossed about” by His 

whims. But the idea that God would make people act drunk or laugh 

uncontrollably or make animal noises, as a result of the spirit’s anointing, is directly opposed to the way the Spirit acts, according to the Bible. The Spirit described is one who promotes self-control within us, not the 

opposite. In light of these things, it is profitable to take a look at the following passage from I Corinthians. 

I Corinthians 14:33: “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” 



294 





The same could be applied to Holy laughter. Again, he says, “Let 

all things be done for edification. God makes it clear that He does not 

want the atmosphere within the church to be one of confusion and 

meaninglessness, but one of knowledge and edification. Thus “Holy 

laughter” would fall under the category of what is “not edifying” to the body of Christ and should therefore be avoided. Furthermore, 

uncontrollable spasms of emotion are contrary to the nature of the Holy 

Spirit. It is advisable, therefore, not to look to “Holy laughter” as a means of growing nearer to God nor as a means of experiencing His Spirit. 



But somehow you and I are looked down upon as, “You poor little 

spiritual losers. You just don’t know what you’re missing. In fact, if you were mature like me, in the ways of God, you could do that.” I don’t want to do that. I want to become a disciple. I want to be like Jesus who actually went out and made a difference in the world. With all due respect, not to freak them out. That’s not how you are going to win souls to Christ. That’s nothing that Jesus did. If they want to be followers of Christ, what in the world are they doing? And, oh, by the way, it’s not about you. It’s not 

about getting goose bumps on top of your goose bumps. It’s not about self-edification. None of it is about self. What did Jesus say? “If you want to be my disciple, the first thing you have to do is deny yourself.” And then come pick up your goose bumps, your experience, and go to the Cross, 

which is the instrument of suffering and death. Denial, denial, denial, of yourself, of your enemy, of this wicked world system. He says, “Come 

follow me.” It says in the Greek it literally says, “Deny yourself, pick up your Cross, come follow me, so as to make it a habit of life.”  That’s to be your habit of life, to be willing to emulate, to follow Jesus Christ. Be what He says and does, never that, but somehow, they think that it’s Spiritual. 

That’s even a mockery of what it means to be a disciple of Christ. 



This is why some leaders say that this is chicanery, a bunch of 

baloney, a lot of it is learned behavior, again, because they shove you 

down and you don’t want to stand out like a sore thumb, you better do it too. But, because it’s pressure, you’re ostracized or you’re forced to do it, or I believe there really is a spirit behind it, especially when you see these people jerking. In Hinduism it’s the sign that the Kundalini Spirit, which is the snake spirit, is taking possession of you. And that is not the Spirit of God. 
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Narrator:  “I want to show you some of the shocking things and how similar they are to the Kundalini cults of Hinduism and the New Age 

 Movement and the Eastern Religions. The stuff that has been invading in the last 16 to 17 years, I believe, is the worst invasion in church history. 

 So, we’ve got a lot to look at. My background is that I have been involved in the Charismatic Movement myself for over 25 years. I’ve been part of the prophetic movement and a part of that movement for 11 years. So, I saw all of this incredibly alarming and disturbing stuff coming while I was involved. 

  I first heard about this man, Rodney Howard-Browne, in 1993 or 1994. He was holding huge meetings in the United States. He was very popular and was starting to have a huge influence with his drunkenness. He called himself the Holy Ghost bartender. He would lay hands on people, 

 imparting to them this laughter, or he would wave his hand at people and this laughter or shaking or uncontrollable jerking, all these manifestations were starting to happen. He became huge in the Word of Faith. He was a huge prosperity preacher. So, he got himself on Kenneth Copeland’s 

 television program and you could see them acting drunkenly on stage, live on television. 

  Here you can see the drunkenness and laughter, with some of the biggest leaders. In Tulsa, Oklahoma, the biggest Word of Faith, prosperity 

 teachers with Oral Roberts. A guy named Randy Clark came down and 

 saw what was happening with this incantation through the laying on of hands, and with the anointing of himself, and he took it into the Vineyard Movement. Here is Todd Manly explaining how Randy Clark brought this in.” 

  Todd Manly:  “He received the spark of the anointing in Tulsa. Just weeks later, God used him as the fire starter for the Toronto outpouring of the Toronto Blessing in January 1994, and we have here tonight, Randy Clark. 

 Can I ask him to come out, dear Randy. Because I know that you are a fire starter. You have been lighting fires all over the world.” 
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Narrator:  “So, it entered into the Toronto Airport Vineyard Church, and it became known as the Toronto Blessing. It went worldwide under that 

 name. The Toronto Blessing, everybody knew what that was all about. The falling down, the falling drunk, the laughing hysterically, shaking 

 uncontrollably, or jerking backwards and forwards, their head shaking back and forth, people were even roaring like lions. People were making animal noises. 

  This stuff had not been seen in the church. Maybe a tiny bit on the fringes but it had never been seen in the church, on this scale before, and it invaded worldwide. So, all around the world, especially in the 

 commonwealth countries, England and all through the UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and many other nations, all over the world, all over Europe. All of the Charismatic Movement was into this stuff for the large part. So, this thing became a worldwide sensation just in a couple of years. 

  Now the basic question we are asking in this documentary is, why are these manifestations so similar to Eastern Religions and Hinduism and the Kundalini cults and yet they’re not found in Scripture, and they’re not found in the Bible, they’re not found in classical Christianity at all. Of course, in Hinduism, one of the most common ways of experiencing a 

 Kundalini awakening is through a guru placing his hand on your 

 forehead. This is called Shaktipat. When they do that, you will be infused with this incredible love and wave of emotion. You will fall down and have all these manifestations, make these animal noises, joy and weeping and shaking. This is a Kundalini Awakening and amazingly, it is exactly the same as what we have been seeing in the Toronto Blessing. 

  Now one of the very clearest signs of a Kundalini Awakening has always been these Kriyas. You see this woman involved in the New Age 

 Movement, walking along and exhibiting these kriyas happening, 

 involuntary jerking motions, and the staggering thing about it is that we are seeing it again and again, these same exact type of kriyas, right through the Toronto Movement. This has always been one of the clearest signs of kundalini that we know of. 
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 A friend of mine from South Africa who has done a tremendous amount of research on this topic says that the Kundalini is like a false Holy Spirit. It produces even miracles and healings, infusions of love, power and energy and emotion. All these kinds of things and yet it is the Hindu version of the Holy Spirit, and it’s not Holy.” 



Apparently, if you use the phrase Holy and throw in “in the spirit” 

it makes it okay. It’s straight out of Hinduism, coming to the church, throw some Christianese on it, add some pressure, allow yourself to be looked 

down upon because you’re not experiencing this, and it makes it okay. 

This is going on all over the world. 
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 Chapter Thirteen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Kundalini Spirit 

Now we’re into the aberrant behavior of the charismatic 

community with the first aberrant behavior being “slain in the spirit” and the second aberrant behavior being “drunk in the spirit.” And as we have seen, there is no Biblical basis for either behavior. God wouldn’t ask us to emulate something He calls sin. Do we have Holy adultery? Do we 

commit thievery in the Spirit? No. And God isn’t going to ask us to walk around emulating sin. But before we get into the third behavior, we need to ask. What is causing the first two aberrant behaviors. 



•  Maybe it’s chicanery. 

•  Maybe it’s a learned behavior. Or peer pressure. 





But for those who say they felt a so-called Spiritual encounter, was 

it really God’s Spirit? No. Because first of all, God’s Spirit isn’t going to contradict His Word and so-called “slain in the spirit” and “drunk in the spirit/Holy laughter” do just that. So, it can’t be God’s Spirit! God tells us to test the spirits because they might be counterfeit. 
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I John 4:1-3: “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God. Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 



When you test these spirits, you see it’s a Kundalini Spirit out of 

Hinduism. Much of the charismatic teaching is borrowed straight out of 

New Age or Hinduism and/or Hinduism practices. They just changed the 

terminology to make it sound Christian. Therefore, most people believe 

that if these charismatics are truly experiencing something Spiritual it’s not from God, it’s what’s called the Kundalini Spirit. 



Kundalini means “the coiled one.” In Hinduism it refers to a form 

of primal energy (or shakti) said to be located at the base of the spine. 

Now what is usually in a coil? A snake. Because we are dealing with a 

serpent deity, which is not good. Remember shaktipat, where the guru 

takes the energy from the shakti and puts his hand on your head, just like the charismatics do and transfers that energy to that person. This is straight out of Hinduism. 



They believe that this kundalini is coiled at the base of the spine. 

And when this thing becomes activated, it moves up the body to what is 

called the chakras. If you ever watch Oprah Winfrey, they are big on this because it’s New Age. As we have seen in our New Age study, a lot of it is based on Hinduism. 



They believe that the chakras begin at the base of the spine with 

Kundalini and then work up to these different power points, that travel 

through the body. Now it is believed that this Kundalini is a divine force. 

There is a spirit behind it, but it’s not the Spirit of God. When 

“awakened,” it travels up the spine (the central Nadi) and through each 

chakra until it reaches the crown of the head. Along the way, this uncoiling of the Kundalini spirit brings spiritual awareness, of awakening to the 

individual, and generates a highly mystical experience. 

[image: Image 4]
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As you can see here in this picture, it 

is basically of the chakras. It starts at 

the base, as you can see, where the 

Kundalini is, and it works up to that 

center channel to where what they 

call is the “Nadi,” the whole channel. 

But it has to uncoil, like a snake, and 

work its way up and pop out of the 

top of your head. And you have 

probably heard of this term before, 

“the third eye.” It’s going to 

illuminate the third eye. At that point, 

you have got all kinds of mysticism, 

you’ve got experiences, you’ve got visions, and you’ve got all that stuff. 

But it has nothing to do with the Spirit of God. This is a carbon copy of Hinduism. Here is a transcript of a video where they can explain to you 

what Kundalini is and what it will do to a person. 

Narrator:  “The Kundalini process represents a higher consciousness in mankind. Kundalini is the name of a dormant potential spiritual energy force in all humans. It is situated at the root of the spinal column. In the masculine body, it is in the perineum between the urinary and the 

 excretory organs. In the female body, it is located at the root of the uterus in the cervix. 

  To awaken Kundalini, you must prepare yourself for many challenging life experiences or long intense yoga techniques such as Asanas, Pranayama, Kriya Yoga and meditation. Then when you are able to force your “prana” 

 into the seed of Kundalini, the energy wakes up and makes its way through the central nervous canal to the brain. This process will change a person’s reality along with allowing them to be free from superstitions and social conditioning. 

  As Kundalini ascends, it passes through each of the Chakras, that are interconnected with the different silent areas of the brain. With the awakening of Kundalini, there is an explosion in the brain and the 
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 dormant or sleeping areas start blossoming like flowers. In the traditional descriptions of the Kundalini awakening, it is said that Kundalini resides in the form of a coiled snake at the base of our spine and as the snake awakens, it uncoils and shoots up through the center of the spinal cord, opening the other chakras as it goes. 

  These chakras can be stimulated by physical touch, but one must be aware of their inner energy, and focus on this intensely, before the chakras can be opened. The process will bring them unconditional love for all life in the universe. With the awakening of Kundalini, not only visions of God take place, but it is also the dawning of creative intelligence and the awakening of super mental faculties. By activating Kundalini, you may become anything in life.” 



What was that last statement? You can become anything in life. 

Does that sound like Genesis 3, when the serpent came to Eve? What was the lie? “Don’t listen to God, do it this way, and you will be like God.” 

That’s very interesting. But basically, once this happens and you have this encounter, you have awakened this, then BANG you have these mystical 

visions of God. But whose God, is it? Is it really from God? No. I don’t think so. 



Now that’s the Kundalini spirit. Now what I want to focus on is 

how this carbon copy works. On one side you have the Kundalini spirit 

and on the other side you have the Charismatic Movement with all these 

aberrant experiences. Basically, it’s a carbon copy and I’m going to 

demonstrate it to you. All the Charismatic Movement has done, knowingly 

or unknowingly, is that they just changed the names. They changed the 

Hindu names and put Christianese on it and somehow, this is what you and I need to be doing. 



Their theory of the Kundalini spirit is that it’s there and this is what could happen. The challenge is, how does this happen? Basically, it’s 

called a Kundalini awakening. It’s there, the potentiality is there, but it won’t do you any good until you awaken it. Well, how does that happen? 

Pay attention to how Hinduism teaches that you awaken the Kundalini 

spirit, so you can have all these visions, experiences, ecstasies and you can love all life in the universe. 
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Kundalini awakenings may happen through a variety of methods. 

Many systems of yoga – yoking with Hindu deities - focus on awakening 

Kundalini through meditation, breathing, chanting of the mantras - where you repeat a word over and over again, until you literally become 

mindless.  It doesn’t matter whether it’s breathing, meditation, repeating a phrase over and over again or yoga, with the movements non-stop, they 

are all techniques that will get you into an altered state of consciousness. 

That’s how they teach you to awaken this Kundalini spirit. It’s there but it doesn’t work until you get into this altered state of consciousness. The Kundalini experience is frequently reported to be a distinct feeling of 

electric current running along the spine. 



Now these techniques usually take some time. Each of these 

techniques can take a long time. But eventually you will get there and 

unlock the Kundalini spirit. Now there is another technique, as we saw 

before, with the guru, who can place his hand on your forehead, called the shaktipat, and he can transfer, in a second, the Kundalini awakening. So, this is like what we saw before, which is a shortcut. So, if you don’t want to spend all of that time trying to get into an altered state of consciousness, to unlock the snake, then go to the guru and he can put his hand on you, and instantly, the Kundalini awakens. 



Now again, what is that starting to sound like? This is straight out 

of Hinduism. I’m telling you, it’s just the terminology that has changed. 

That’s all it is, and we are being dupped. There are many physical effects that some people believe to be a sign of a Kundalini awakening. Here are just a few:  

•  Enlightenment 

•  Bliss, feelings of infinite love and universal connectivity, euphoria 

•  Energy rushes or feelings of electricity circulating the body. 

•  Involuntary jerks, tremors, shaking, itching, tingling, and crawling 

sensations, especially in the arms and legs. 

•  Intense heat, sweating on the palms of the hands. 

•  Visions or sounds 

•  Trance-like and altered states of consciousness. 
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So, if I didn’t tell you that, that was Kundalini, what would you 

think I was talking about? Oh, that’s a Benny Hinn crusade. That’s why 

you pay your big bucks to go there and get this experience. No. That’s 

Hinduism, when you unlock that spirit. I’m not saying it’s all chicanery, I’m not saying it’s all peer pressure, or learned behavior, which I do 

believe the bulk of it is. I do believe some people are feeling something, but it’s not the Spirit of God. I think you are dealing with the Kundalini spirit. And you are being dupped. 



However, what they also don’t tell you, and especially not in the 

charismatic community, because they experience these things too. Not 

everybody has a good experience, even at these so-called revival meetings. 

Some of these people literally begin to lose their minds. And I mean 

professing Christians who are going to these so-called revival meetings. 

According to Hinduism, here are some of the undesirable side effects of 

the Kundalini awakening. 

•  Change in voice – sounds like a possession. 

•  Change in breathing. 

•  Diminished or control over sexual desire. 

•  Emotional upheavals, unwanted and repressed feelings or thoughts 

•  Headache, migraine, or pressure inside the skull 

•  Pains in different areas of the body 

•  Disrupted sleep pattern, insomnia or oversleeping. 

•  Vegetarianism or veganism – that’s interesting, why would that be 

pushed? Well, back in the Hinduism, Buddhism, and in the New 

Age studies that we already went through, we found there were 

food restrictions. In order to get into an altered state of 

consciousness, to speed things up, you need to have basically a 

vegetarian diet. If someone wants to eat veggies for the rest of their 

life, more power to you, I’ll eat your bacon. Thank you very much. 

That’s more for me. But God says, “You can eat meat.” So, people, 

if you want to do that, it’s your choice, go for it. But the moment 

you say I’m doing something sinful by eating meat, you just called 

God a liar. So, here you are dealing with something that I think is 

satanic and then for you to all of a sudden have the desire to say I 

[image: Image 5]
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can’t eat meat, only eat veggies, and you’re calling God a liar. Just 

a little sidenote there. 

•  Even the Hindus admit dark forces show up sometimes. 




Now I came across another video, this one is of a Hindu girl. You 

can listen to her describe some of the negative effects when she unlocked, through these different methods, the Kundalini spirit in her. And some 

deities showed up. 

Nishita:  “Hello friends, and my main topic is the dangers of the Kundalini. I shared my own personal experience. I couldn’t sleep for two months. Whenever I’d go to sleep, I would wake up again within 10 or 15 

 minutes. I closed my eyes and I saw some negative energy attack me. 

 When my awakening process started, I just started seeing all types of negative entities in front of my eyes. I saw black shadows, ghosts, and demons. This is a scary part of your spiritual journey. 

  There are a lot of reasons why these 

 negative attacks are happening on 

 humans. And why people get possessed. 

 These are those type of creatures who 

 are dead, but they still want life, they 

 still have some unsatisfied desires. They 

 have a clouded appearance, and they 

 can enter anyone, animal or human. 

 This is the black serpent. This serpent 

 mostly attacks those people who just 

 start awakening their spiritual process. 

 They only attack the spiritual 

 practitioner.” 



They only attack the spiritual practitioner, they only attack those 

who do this, who unlock the Kundalini spirit. Notice it’s not always 

euphoria, it’s not always, I just love the universe. The picture she 

described looks like demonic stuff. She even admitted it opens up stuff 

like witchcraft. That is straight from Hinduism. They also said this: 
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 “The awakening may cause spiritual distress and a total breakdown 

 resulting in a massive life crisis. Some people lose jobs and relationships; others experience difficult emotions.” 

   

Yeah, if that is showing up it will cause it. Now this is from Gaia, a 

New Age source, and they have eight signs of a Kundalini awakening. 

How do you know that you made it through? This was number one. 

•  Things are falling apart; you have a nervous breakdown. 



Now with all due respect, I’m not saying everyone, but in the 

charismatic community when they really get into this aberrant behavior, 

how is their mental state? It’s kind of out there. But we’re not talking about them, we are just talking strictly Hinduism. We’re starting to see a little parallel here. 

One Christian woman describes her pre-Christ experience with mantra 

meditation: 

 “Mantra meditation is so very seductive because it generates a very 

 powerful, seemingly supernatural experience that can make one feel as if they are actually encountering ‘God.’ The first meditation I ever did at age 20 left me utterly convinced that I had experienced the presence of God. In hindsight, I believe that this encounter truly was supernatural. The Bible tells us that satan himself can masquerade as an angel of light. So, I ask you: would satan be so bold as to actually pretend to be God? Of course, he would. He’s no gentleman. I wonder how many times he tricks people into thinking they’re encountering God. And gives them an experience, to turn them away from the one true God.” 

   

The spiritual experience achieved through this type of meditation 

is undeniably real, but it is not of God. Satan uses it to lead people away from the grace of the Lord. One woman says: 

 “Unfortunately, many Christians believe satan and his minions are only involved with Ouija Boards and spirit mediums. Yes, of course satan and 
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 his demons have a hand in these things. However, using his subtle 

 deception, it’s inside the church where he does his best work. It’s within the ‘safe’ confines of a church that he deceives, through false doctrine, and tempts with experiences, personal revelation, and secret knowledge. He doesn’t show up as the visible boogeyman in pew number nine; he shows up by promoting falsehood.” 







I believe that this is exactly what is going on. Because this is the 

core, the premise, of the Charismatic Movement. It’s not about going to all the world, like in Matthew 28. What does Matthew 28 say? “Go unto all the world and make people have goosebumps.” No. “Go unto all the world 

and make people act like they are drunk.” No. “Go unto all the world and have people fall over in a trance like state for hopefully a long time.” No. 

“Go unto all the world and have people roll over and do all this weird 

stuff.” No. Jesus said, “Go unto all the world and make disciples. 

Disciplined learners of God’s Word.” Why? Because when you know 

God’s Word, you can’t be fooled. In fact, that’s why God says, “Don’t trust that everything that comes along, is the Spirit of God.” You need to put it to the test. When we do start to test that, question that, when we ask 

questions about it? We will find that not every spirit is truly the Spirit of God. 

I John 4:1-3: “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone 

out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God. Every Spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.” 



So, God says, you better test the spirits because satan is out there, 

already out in the world. He knows he’s been dupped. He’s headed for the Lake of Fire. He’s the ultimate loser. So, he is so evil that he is trying to see how many people he can take down with him. He can’t change the fact 

that there is a way out, through Jesus Christ and the Cross, so what does he do? He tries to cloud it. He tries to get people away from the Bible, the 
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one and only Book on the planet that tells you the truth that will set you free. That Jesus Christ and His work on the Cross is how you get out of 

this mess. How you become a child of God and cease to be a child of the 

devil. And how you are headed to Heaven and not to hell. It’s all right here in the Bible. So, satan can’t take away what Jesus did! What does satan 

do? He tries to get you away from this Book. 



This is what’s very sad, with the Charismatic Movement. It’s not 

about going out and being a serious disciple, to go out and make disciples, and becoming a learner of God’s Word. Because when you know God’s 

Word, nobody can deceive you. You can’t have the wool pulled over your 

eyes. You can test the spirits and say, “No, that’s not of God, that doesn’t line up with the Word. That’s from satan.” And you say it with confidence. 

Not because you are being a religious bigot in the Last Days resisting the Spirit of God. No. Because God says so. Because He warned us in 

advance, 2,000 years ago, that this stuff would happen in the church, and I have got to be on the look-out. I have to have my nose in that Book. The premise is, if you go, too much, to a charismatic service, it’s super-light on the Bible and it’s all about the show. It’s all about experience. Now, you can’t say that because it sounds really vain and unspiritual. So, typically, it’s the “signs and wonders movement.” That sounds great, doesn’t it? 

That’s all it is, basically. All that the signs and wonders movement is, as I see it, is a distraction of me becoming a disciple. 



How about the “incredible discipleship movement?” Hey, that 

sounds like Matthew 28, the great commission. But that’s not what it is. 

“Signs and wonders movement” means experience. That’s all it is. Give 

me an experience. “I came here last week, and I had goosebumps. I’m 

coming again and I better have goosebumps on top of my goosebumps or 

I’m not coming back.” “And if that isn’t enough, we are going to call in some special speakers with anointings that only they have.” Which is 

completely unbiblical. “And then they are really going to give you some 

goosebumps. You might even start shaking.” What? They’re not coming to 

learn the Word. Everyday that you are not in the Word, is every day that you are not becoming a disciple, which puts you in a position of being 

fooled. When you become a disciple, nobody can pull the wool over your 

eyes. 
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Now, it’s not just the “signs and wonders movement,” what goes 

with that is it’s all about experience. Here’s the game, you have to 

demonstrate how spiritual you really are. Not by how much of the 

Scripture you know. And I have said this before. I don’t care how much of the Bible you know; I want to see how much of it comes out of your life. 

Because the mark of Christian maturity isn’t Biblical knowledge. Anybody can memorize facts and figures, even the Bible. I have seen some of the 

nastiest people in the church and they can quote Scripture like you 

wouldn’t believe. But their hearts are wicked. And they are mean. So, it isn’t just knowing the Bible. Yes, you want to know the Bible, but it’s all about application and the test of maturity isn’t just knowledge. What did Paul say? “Knowledge puffs up, but the application, that’s love, builds 

up.” 



The test of your Christian maturity isn’t how many of the verses 

you can quote, it’s do you look like, speak like, act like, behave and treat people like Jesus? Now that’s maturity, combined with what? The reading 

of the Word. But, again, that’s not what’s going on in the Charismatic 

Movement. If you want to demonstrate your maturity in the charismatic 

community, you have to let it all hang out. You have to get outside the 

box. I heard a saying a long time ago. “You’re not trying to put God in a box, are you?” Basically, that’s a code word, I would think, that you really have to let it all hang out. You can’t just sing; you have to really sing. 





With us, we’re like, can we really raise our hand. It’s not illegal, 

it’s okay. I’m not saying this to boast, but there are times when I am 

standing in the back, and there’s no formula. If I feel like it, I’m going to raise my hands to the Lord. I’m having a great time worshiping Jesus 

through the music. It’s not illegal to clap. Did you know that? And I’m not against emotion. Oftentimes, I think I preach with passion and emotions, that’s not bad. Many times, in my personal time with the Lord, I show 

emotion. I’m not anti-emotion. But that’s not what we are dealing with 

here. They believe that if you are going to demonstrate your maturity, you can’t just raise your hands, you’ve got to sway, you’ve got to keep that up and then start jumping. After that you have to start screaming and I’m not talking little screams. I’m talking loud screams. Now you’re mature. 
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No. You are drawing attention to yourself. That’s number one. But 

what people don’t realize, when someone says, “Look at that brother over there,” and I’m still working on my left hand. Bill over there is doing all of that weird stuff. He must really be mature. Really? The danger of this, that particular behavior, being celebrated as maturity - and again, it has nothing to do with becoming a disciple – is that it could actually be 

something that is akin to what we just talked about, that will get you into an altered state of consciousness. 

Now this is from Psychology Today, which is not a Christian 

source. They admit that there are different ways to get yourself into an altered state of consciousness. Because, when you get into an altered state of consciousness, what pops out? It might be a spirit, but it doesn’t mean it’s the Spirit of God. It could be the Kundalini. 



Psychology Today:  “Altered states of consciousness, include mental states during hypnosis, meditation, hallucination, trance, and the dream stage. And altered states can occur from yoga.”  



There are different ways to get into an altered state of 

consciousness. In fact, we also talked about this before. There are different ways you can do that which also includes the classic way to do that 

through drugs. Drugs are not just taking a physical trip. You have heard me say this over and over again, I’ve been there and done that. Drugs are one of the quickest ways, just like a shaktipat, if you want an instant 

spiritual experience, take drugs. You think, “Hey this is great.” No. You are opening up spiritual doors that you don’t want to mess with. The 

occult does this, even the American Indians with mescaline and peyote. 

Why would the Shamans always inject drugs? Because it would put them 

into a spiritual state, have these visions, the White Buffalo appears, it’s all spiritual. So, drugs are one way you can do that, hypnotism, repetitive 

movement, repetitive speech, breathing exercises, and meditation. If you throw all that together, you are going to get into an altered state of 

consciousness. 



I think we saw this in our third study, but now in this context let’s 

take a look at how the Hindu gurus admit how they get their disciples into an altered state of consciousness to unlock this Kundalini spirit. You are 
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going to see it’s a combination of this repetitive movement, up and down, combined with music. 

Attendee:  “During these sessions, it is a very strange environment of people speaking in tongues, they yell, they scream, they talk in foreign languages, it’s like a madhouse. It’s real crazy with everyone bouncing around on foam pads, flying into the air.”  

Narrator:  “Rajneesh is one of India’s most controversial gurus. Largely because of his endorsement of shocking sexual practices as a prerequisite for salvation. His brand of yoga called ‘Dynamic Meditation’ is a New Age combination of Hinduism and Psychotherapies. This exercise 

 involving strenuous breathing and hyperventilation is meant to arouse the serpent force called Kundalini, which the gurus believe lies coiled at the base of the spine.” 

  Attendee #2:  “The next phase is the screaming phase of ‘Dynamic Meditation. This is where you feel like you finally have the opportunity to throw a tantrum, like when you were a little kid. By the time you get to the third phase of jumping up and down and yelling ‘whooo,’ you are hardly there at all. It’s pretty hard to remember what happened from there. I guess the closest thing I can associate it with is mindlessness. You get to a place where your mind actually leaves your body. Your body is jumping up and down and your voice is yelling ‘whooo’ and you’re not doing it 

 anymore. You become one with this whole energy. 

  The next phase of ‘Dynamic Meditation’ is when someone yells, ‘stop.’ You have just been doing intense exercise with such incredibly intense 

 movements. What happens next is this incredible feeling of peace and stillness. My mind actually stops, and I feel a oneness with the whole universe.” 



Interesting, so let’s once again look at those parallels. These are 

different ways that the Hindus were awakening and getting into an altered state of consciousness to awaken the Kundalini spirit. What do they do? 
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FOUR PHASES OF ALTERED STATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS 

First Phase: The Hindu followers first began with a form of “repetitive 

movement” combined with “music” for an extended period of time. 

Some Church services today include people “repeatedly” running around, 

jumping up and down, swaying back and forth, etc. to the beat of so-called 

“worship” music. 



There nothing wrong with worshiping Jesus, but what’s going on 

here? One guy asks,   “Is it really worship to Jesus or is it the worship of worship music?”  If you keep this up, this movement, you will have a spiritual experience. The Hindus have been doing this for a long time. 

Second Phase: The Hindu followers then started to speak forth a 

“repetitive phrase” or “mantra” over and over again until it became 

mindless. 

Some Church services today include people speaking forth a “repetitive 

phrase” or a so-called “unknown language” over and over again. 

Third Phase: The Hindu followers then started to “shout repeatedly” over and over again, as a way of further “releasing” themselves from reality. 

Some Church services today include people “shouting, yelling, screaming” 

over and over again in order to “let it all hang out” in their so-called 

“worship” of God. 

Fourth Phase: The Hindu followers finished this occultic mind altering 

procedure with a sudden ceasing of all activity so as to “feel” a connection with the universe or spirit world. 

Some Church services today include people being requested (after a 

prolonged period of repetitive movement, repetitive speaking, repetitive shouting) to then be completely still and silent so as to “feel” the so-called presence of the Holy Spirit. 
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They have this going on for 30-45 minutes or maybe an hour and 

then all of a sudden someone says “Shhh! The Holy Spirit is here!” You 

are going to feel something at that point. But it doesn’t mean it’s the Spirit of God. In fact, notice the key thing. All of this is combined with music. 

I’ve been holding onto this video clip for a while. These are former rock musicians, and they admit that music can not only manipulate a person’s 

emotions, but you can use it in a formulaic way to bring about whatever 

emotion you want. Whether it be rage, whether it be tears, and music also has the power to get you into an altered state of consciousness. And then you combine it with that and that’s pretty powerful manipulation. And they also say they are finding a very strange parallel with the way we used to manipulate the concert venues, to the audiences around the world, and 

now how it is coming into the church. 

Narrator:  “Everyone who has attended a charismatic crusade, knows that music dominates the proceedings. We, unfortunately realized, that music is the source of miraculous power, not the Holy Spirit. In the secular music world, if they advertised concerts of worship services, instead of concerts, people would be insulted. Many would rightly ask the question, 

 ‘Worshiping who?’ True Biblical worship, is of course, devoted to God in all things. Charismatic worship is merely the worship of worship. To understand the effects of music more clearly, I spoke to two top 

 professional musicians. 

  The lead guitarist, Wurzel, of Motor Head, was at the top of the charts for about twelve years, and I also spoke to Rudy Dobson, a top keyboard 

 player who has played with some of the biggest bands and musical artists in the world. Which included the Bangles, Billie Jo El, Foreigner, Paul Simon, and the Bee Gees. Now a believer himself, Rudy talked to me about the effects of music on an audience. And how after careful planning, musicians manipulate an audience, activating a wide, emotional 

 atmosphere. He talked about the transition from a secular artist to a Christian. And how the techniques seen on the world scene is now 

 influencing the church by passing off emotional experiences as the 

 anointing of God. 
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Rudy Dobson:  “Different kinds of music can cause different kinds of emotions. For example, if you are in a stadium and you’re playing in a heavy rock crowd, 90% of the time people will be jumping up and down, clapping their hands. If you are playing to a more serious crowd, you will probably find them waving their arms in the air, moving more slowly. It depends on how that concert is. You will find that at a more conservative concert, people will not be jumping up and down and clapping their 

 hands, they will be sitting there and listening to the music in a different way. 

  Wurzel:  “I played with Motor Head, professionally, for 12 years. And I went all over the world, six times with the band. We went everywhere. We played all over the world. We played in Japan, Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Brazil. Even though it was different languages, we got the same 

 reaction from audiences, everywhere we played, acting exactly the same. 

 They look the same, they jump up and down the same, they throw their arms up in the air the same way. They all recognized the music and the atmosphere of it. The same reaction from the audience. It’s like that at a Christian concert, the same as a non-Christian concert. The reaction is pretty much the same. They all behave the same way. The behavior at the secular concert and a Christian concert are exactly identical. 

  Rudy Dobson:  “It is easy to create an altered state of consciousness by the music you play, with the type of music you play. When I played with the secular bands, we were told to put music in a certain order, so that the audience would do certain things, at certain times of the concert. They have a very powerful tract at the beginning, to get people emotionally high so that they are geared up for the rest of the concert. You play a less powerful number and then you bring them up high again. It’s like a 

 heartbeat, or a pulse. It goes up, it goes down, it goes up, it goes down with the music and the drums. They dominate you where you are. If you have a soft drum part, it will make people more relaxed. And if you have a heavy drum part it will bring people up. You will find that at a Christian Crusade, they will use a particular song or the different types of those songs, to get the people to do certain things. 
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 And certain words used in those songs are also suggestions of what is going to come later on. ‘Come, Holy Spirit, Come’, are the words used a lot in these crusades, all focusing on the Holy Spirit. So, people are expecting something to happen before it actually happens. You are putting the thought in their minds, in the back of their minds, subconsciously. So, when you say the Holy Spirit has come, and you’re going to fall down. 

 People expect that’s going to happen. So, they actually do what they think is going to happen.” 



Make sense? All manipulation. And notice that he said it wasn’t 

just manipulation for emotional experience.   “I can make your emotions go up, I can make your emotions go down, I know how to do it like a formula, in an exact order to manipulate you. And you will think you are having a great experience.”  And he also said,  “You can use music to put people into an altered state of consciousness.”   You might say, “But you don’t understand, Pastor Billy, I went to this revival, I was at this church service, and we were singing, and I was crying, and it was real. It had to be from God.” No. It could have been just the music itself that could have 

emotionally manipulated you into that state. 



I’m not anti-emotion. That’s not what we are talking about here. 

This is whooping up your emotions using the music itself as a 

manipulative tool and even secular people admit it. And they admit the 

same techniques are being used in the church, to get you to think you are getting a spiritual encounter from God. No, you’re not! Not necessarily. 

But that’s just the music itself. When you combine the music with the 

same thing that we saw the Hindus do, the jumping up and down, the 

swaying, the repetitive words, you are going to get into some sort of 

spiritual state. And it doesn’t mean that it’s from God. 



When you take a look at this Spiritual encounter, you have three 

options, it’s chicanery, a stage show. Or it’s a learned behavior, peer 

pressure, you felt led to do it because you didn’t want to be the only 

weirdo still standing up. Thirdly, I’m not saying that you didn’t have 

emotions, but it doesn’t mean that those emotions were triggered by God. 

It could be manipulation or I’m not even saying that you didn’t feel 

something spiritual. It just doesn’t mean it’s the spirit of God. When you take a look at these carbon copy experiences and I’m not against worship 
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time during services, but that’s not what’s going on here. Typically, when you go to these so-called revivals, when you go to these charismatic 

services, it is extremely low on the Bible, some serious Bible study and it’s all about the music and the show and what follows afterward. 



Those who are into this, getting yourself into an altered state of 

consciousness with the mantras, the meditation, and yoga, what they are 

actually saying is, it’s not just unlocking the Kundalini. That is why you see all the jerking’s, the visions, the euphoria, or you are kind of going off the deep end. It’s not just unlocking the Kundalini spirit, but that spirit is a snake spirit, and you are bowing before the serpent god. But here is what the yogi masters admit that you are doing. 

Narrator #1:  “Recently I returned to India, and I had the opportunity to interview yogi’s who train their followers through various physical mental and physical exercises, and I questioned them about yoga’s 

 transformation. I also asked Indian experts if the practice of yoga 

 practices could be separated from Eastern Spirituality and used for 

 physical fitness only.” 

  Narrator #2:  Here is “Dr. George Alexander, PhD, author of ‘Yoga, The Truth Behind the Posture.”’ 

  Dr. George Alexander:  “Today it is estimated that 5 million Americans are into Yoga. They see Yoga as physical fitness. Yoga is a Hindu word; yoga is a Hindu discipline to become one with the universal 

 consciousness. Which means to become one with God. Which god? 

 Brahman, the Hindu god.” 

  Narrator #2:  “Here is Dr. Victor Choudhrie, a leading cancer surgeon in India and is also a well-known lecturer and author of many books.” 

  Dr. Victor Choudhrie:  “The word yoga in Hindu language means union. 

 As simple as that. The purpose of this union is that they think that there is a powerful Kundalini in the back, at the base of the spine, which is a kind of coiled serpent. The idea is that when this union takes place, this serpent is uncoiled, and it travels into their minds and releases the ‘third eye.’” 

[image: Image 6]
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Dr. George Alexander:  “The serpent is a very prominent deity. Many people worship serpents. I have seen many snake temples or serpent 

 temples in India. If you look at a picture 

 of Lord Shiva in Hinduism, you will see 

 a snake wrapped around his neck. They 

 believe the serpent’s power is in every 

 person and the serpent’s power is 

 sleeping in you. By practicing yoga, it 

 awakes the Kundalini power in you. 

 Actually, Kundalini is the name of a 

 cobra. So, when the Kundalini power is 

 awakened, that goes up to the brain and 

 awakens the psychic power.” 

  Victor Choudhrie:  “In the spirit, the 

 Kundalini is uncoiled. There is a 

 serpent like body movement. So, in yoga 

 there are a lot of serpent-like movements. You can see it.” 

  Narrator #3:  “I don’t think you can separate the practice of yoga from the spiritual, as just a form of exercise because every form of the yoga movement is derived from the serpent. There is a root behind it, so that when a person practices yoga they 

 are actually dialing their body down 

 to the serpent.” 

  Narrator #1:  “In most cultures the 

 serpent is seen as a positive 

 creature and worshiped for its 

 wisdom. Only in the Bible is the 

 serpent described as the Creator 

 God’s enemy. A usurper who wishes 

 to take his rightful place in the mind 

 of mankind. In Hinduism he is called the Kundalini and is believed to be able to be awakened through yoga meditation and grant the practitioner an awareness of God. A stillness of God consciousness.” 



[image: Image 8]
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Well, it’s a good thing that nobody in the church is messing with 

yoga. It’s bad enough that you are doing the same practices with the 

jumping up and down, the music, the repetitive movements and all that 

stuff, unlocking the Kundalini. That’s where all your spiritual experiences come from. I wish I was making that up. 



This is a church, and they are not only offering yoga classes, but 

they do exactly the same as the Charismatic Movement does. “Oh, I know 

it sounds weird to you, being slain or drunk, but it’s okay because it’s “in the spirit.” I know it’s uncontrollable laughter, rolling around on the floor, and that’s kind of strange to you, but don’t worry, it’s “holy laughter.” I know yoga is out of Hinduism, but this is “holy yoga.” Just because you 

call it holy or just because you 

say in the spirit doesn’t mean 

that it’s holy or spiritual, i.e., 

from God. This is a church. And 

on their website, they don’t just 

offer yoga for exercise. As you 

just heard from the experts in 

India say, you cannot separate 

the two. Once you do this, you are going to get into an altered state of consciousness. And it’s going to happen. 



So, you’re just doing it for exercise? Whatever happened to 

jumping jacks? Are they outdated now? How about push-ups? Why does it 

have to be something that even the people who invented this stuff say will lead you, to a spiritual experience, to unlock the Kundalini? You don’t 

want to mess with it. Of all things, why did you have to pick that one? And you know it’s wrong, so why do you say this is holy yoga? But that 

website of the Holy Yoga church, actually said that it’s not only to get into shape, but they also said that it is to help people in their relationship with Christ. What? If you want to improve your relationship with Christ, get 

into His Word. Become a disciple, that is what is going to improve it. But, oh no, apparently the Bible is old hat. It’s almost like the American 

Church is turning to Hindu. We are only trying to mask it with 

Christianese. That’s what’s going on here. 
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That is also why, when you take a look at the carbon copy of the 

Charismatic Movement and their experiences and you line them up with 

these guys with their signs and wonders, that you and I are missing out on. 



SIGNS & WONDERS VS OCCULT 



Signs & Wonders 

Hinduism 

Meditation 

African Spiritism 

Slain in the Spirit       X                X                           X 

Electric Shock                  X                      X                           X 

Physical Jerks                   X                      X                           X 

Animal Sounds                 X                      X                           X 

New Revelation                X                      X                           X 

Energy Surge                    X                      X                           X 

Ecstatic Speech                 X                      X                           X 

Trance                               X                      X                           X 

Visions                              X                      X                           X 

Laughter                            X                      X                           X 



That’s why Pastor Billy’s jokes are so funny. That’s why I don’t 

call them Holy jokes. They are what they are, I’m not trying to mask it. In fact, I’m going to put you to the test. I’m not making this up. These are legitimate quotes from a revival meeting. Here are the experiences of these people who went to this revival meeting, and you see if you can guess who the leader of this meeting was. 

 “I had visions and radiant light.’  

 “The leader touched my head, and I experienced power.” 

 “Sometimes I jumped up and hopped around like a frog.” 

 “Sometimes my limbs would shake violently as though shaken by a god.” 

 “My body would writhe and twist like a snake, while I made a hissing sound that came from inside me.” 

 “Sometimes my neck moved so violently that it made a loud cracking 

 sound.” 

 “I roared so much that the cows nearby broke their ropes – sometimes roaring like a tiger.” 
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 “I was slain in the spirit.” 

 “People vibrated in his energy field as he threw out waves of power into the audience, thunderbolts of shatkipat through gesture and powerful gazes.” 

 “I had voltage surges.” 

 “My body was pulsating with energy. I laughed ecstatically, wept with happiness.” 

 “I had various physical and emotional manifestations, including 

 uncontrollable laughing, roaring, barking, hissing, crying, shaking, etc. 

 Some devotees became mute or unconscious. Many felt themselves being infused with feelings of great joy and peace and love. At other times the 

 ‘fire’ was so overwhelming they would find themselves involuntarily 

 hyperventilating to cool themselves down.” 



This leader is Swami Muktananda, he is a Hindu Kundalini Yoga 

Guru. I had a stack of 50 plus pages of examples, of the behaviors of 

Hindu gurus and how they also hold revival meetings. He is dead now, but he was not a Christian. See how easy it is to get fooled. But if I didn’t tell you that he was a Hindu guru, you’d have thought I was talking about a 

charismatic crusade, or a Benny Hinn Conference. It’s all one and the 

same! It’s a carbon copy of Hinduism. But you can’t say that because it 

would immediately get rejected. But you can see how slick the enemy is, 

especially in the Last Days. Get everybody away from the Word of God, 

get them hooked on, “it’s all about the experience.” And then bring in 

Hinduism, and they will have an experience all right. But it ain’t from 

God. Encroach it all in Christianese and away you go. And then build in 

some spiritual pride and you get, “Look at what I’m doing. And you’re 

not, you lowly Christian you.” 



And where does pride come from? What was the fall of satan? “I 

will be like God. It’s all about me.” Pride. Very, very slick, so that’s three of the aberrant behaviors. In the next chapter we are going to get into the incredible aberrant behavior of “grave sucking.” These people right now 

are being encouraged in the Charismatic Movement to literally lay on top of dead people’s graves, to suck up their anointing, so they can have that anointing as well. 
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 Chapter Fourteen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Grave Soaking Angel Feathers Gold Dust 

So, now we get to the third aberrant behavior that is called “grave 

sucking.” “Grave sucking” is the act of lying across the physical grave of a deceased preacher or evangelist for the purpose of “pulling out” the power of the Holy Spirit, a power that was purportedly “trapped” within the body upon the person’s death. 

Is the Holy Spirit, who, by the way is God, is He stuck in holes 

around the planet? Because that’s the premise. That’s ridiculous, but that’s the premise. That the power of the Holy Spirit is stuck under ground in 

these dead people’s bodies and these guys have to suck it up. I kid you not, right?  The aberrant practice of grave sucking was initiated within the 

Charismatic Movement and the Word of Faith teachings, which are an 

amalgamation of Christianity and mysticism. Videos and images across 

the internet show grave suckers kneeling at or lying across the grave plots or gravestones of famous figures such as C. S. Lewis or Charles Finney in hopes of “grabbing” the abandoned spiritual mantle or “soaking up” the 

anointing like a sponge. 



[image: Image 9]
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Sounds crazy, but this is another thing. This is why we are dealing 

with this aspect of what in the world is going on. Oh, by the way, the lost are watching this. And this doesn’t help our cause of sharing about Jesus. 

But here is “grave sucking” in action. 

Narrator:  “Now there is no doubt that Bill Johnson is one of the most influential figures in the charismatic world today. But what really 

 concerns us is what’s going on behind the scenes. All of this footage comes from within Bethel itself.”  

People are sitting and laying on the floor, laughing uncontrollably. 

Narrator:  “Obviously, as you can see, they’re into spreading this drunkenness anointing, just like the others we’ve looked at. For years, Bill’s wife Benny Johnson, has been the senior co-pastor of Bethel, 

 alongside her husband. And, this woman is into some truly weird New Age stuff, reflexology and much more. Benny Johnson, herself, put out this picture. She’s lying on, soaking on, C. S. 

 Lewis’ grave. 

  These are students from Bethel school of 

 ministry, and they’re being photographed 

 around the world, lying on the graves of dead 

 Christian leaders. 

 There’s a 

 teaching in 

 some of 

 these circles 

 that you can 

 soak up the 

 anointing by 

 lying on their 

 graves. 

 Here’s Bill Johnson himself at the grave of the 

 wife of Smith Wigglesworth, the famous 

 healing evangelist.” 
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And that’s the premise. That’s them in action. It’s sounds crazy, but 

this is the latest movement of God in Last Days, that you and I are missing out on. Because we actually reject it, we are just so immature. What? But let’s continue on, obviously let’s take a look, is this Biblical? No. Again, it’s based on the idea that grave sucking or mantle grabbing is based upon the idea that the spiritual calling of an individual who has died may be reclaimed and used by another person. The theory is that God uses the 

Holy Spirit to “anoint” certain believers with a specific purpose, such as healing or prophecy, but, when the person dies, God’s work is thwarted. 

What? Can somebody stop God from doing what He wants to do? No. 

You’re saying that God’s work is thwarted, and these guys have to go 

down and rescue the Holy Spirit. Suck it back up so that He can go back to what He wanted to do? It got sidetracked, that person just had to go and die on Him. This is crazy! 

Job 42:1-2: “Then Job replied to the Lord: ‘I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.’” 



How many? None! So, the whole premise is completely unbiblical, 

and it attacks the sovereignty of God, dare I say, even His power. Is God just sitting back and saying, “I sure hope that someone comes by and 

sucks up these graves, because I sure would like to get some more stuff 

done. That servant of mine, sure caught me by surprise. They died, got 

buried and we all know that dirt will keep the Holy Spirit from going 

anywhere.” The power of dirt over God is amazing. Yeah, whatever. 

Isaiah 14:24-27: “The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand. I will crush the Assyrian in my land; on my mountains I will trample him down. His 

yoke will be taken from my people, and his burden removed from their 

shoulders.’ This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is the hand stretched out over all nations.” For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart Him? His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it 

back?” 
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What’s the answer? No one! He’s God. But this is the premise, that 

somehow God’s down there, i.e., the Holy Spirit, He’s down there and 

someone needs to come along to be a spiritual vacuum and save Him from 

apparently the power of dirt. It’s crazy but then, again, this is supposed to be the latest movement of the Spirit, and these are those Spiritual people who paid $4,500 dollars for classes to learn how to suck this out of the ground. 



Nonetheless, they believe the Holy Spirit is “wasted,” lying upon 

the bones and unable to continue the calling. Unrecovered anointing is 

apparently available to anyone who would physically come and claim it. 

This superstitious practice is blatantly unbiblical, spiritually dangerous, tremendously misleading for uninformed believers, and it’s similar to 

occult practices. 



Typically, when you see the so-called movements of the Spirit of 

the Charismatic Movement, it’s not only not Biblical, typically it comes out of New Age, it comes out of Hinduism, or it comes out of the occult. 

Now, this whole idea that you can suck power off of another person comes straight out of the occult. In fact, I want to share with you the whole 

premise of an occult teaching, that you can suck the life out of a person who’s died, and you can get their power. This was brought out in a movie in the 90s. Do you remember “Highlander?” About immortal people and 

how they chopped off their heads and sucked their power and they keep 

moving on. The one that chopped off the most heads gained the most 

power. Here’s a scene from that movie. 

A man with long hair is looking into the eyes of another, with his blade held to the guy’s throat. Suddenly, he pulls the blade back and chops off the man’s head. As he is watching the man fall to the ground, lightning 

bolts start to shoot through him, giving him power and strength. When it stops, he falls to the ground. 



It’s too bad, he didn’t have to go through all of that. He could have 

just put his sword down, just found the grave and sucked it all up. It’s the same premise, that’s out of the occult. Through a dead person, you can get their life force or whatever terminology you wanted to use. In the movie they called it the “quickening” and that’s where you beheaded a character 

325 



known as the immortal, and it produces a powerful energy release from 

their body, and all the knowledge of the other person was now sucked into the other person. 



How’s that any different from grave sucking? That’s coming out of 

the occult, but again, what’s the premise? You just slapped Christianese on it and somehow it makes it Christian. Completely unbiblical. All power 

and knowledge were obtained throughout his/her life. All power is 

obtained from God, not from gravesites. Our individual life’s purpose is given by God Himself and again, it goes back to the gifts. Who gives the gifts? How many times did we deal with that in the section on Spiritual 

gifts? They are from the Holy Spirit as He wills. God is the One who 

determines your calling. And by the way, why would you reject that? As if God doesn’t know what He is doing. As if God calls you to do something, 

He’s not going to gift you to do it. Basically, the premise is, “Well, that’s not good enough, I’m not satisfied with what I’m experiencing. Now I 

need to get a new calling and suck the life out of a dead person. I liked what they were doing, and I want to do the same thing.” That’s kind of an attack on God’s character as well, isn’t it? But that’s the premise. 



Another believer’s empowerment cannot be “sucked out” or 

“grabbed” from a corpse. To ascribe spiritual power from the bones of the dead, no matter how godly the deceased was in life, is idolatry. The Holy Spirit resides in every believer, not just “anointed saints.” We all have the 

“anointing.” 



This is one verse, but it is blatant and clear. We’ve already dealt 

with the issue, again, back in the Spiritual gifts, that the moment that we are saved, we are indwelt with the Holy Spirit, and at that point, He is the one that gifts you. That’s our anointing. That happens to every Christian at Salvation. 

I John 2:20: “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth.” 



You’ve already got an anointing; every Christian has an anointing 

because the Holy Spirit is our anointing. You already have the Holy Spirit if you are a born-again Christian. So, this whole idea that I have to get 
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more of the Holy Spirit, again, is unbiblical. I need a better anointing, more anointing, that’s not at all, the Biblical premise. 



All believers are already anointed, chosen for a specific purpose in 

furthering God’s Kingdom. We need go no further than on our knees to 

find true purpose from God. We walk by faith, not by sight, and not by 

sucking. The Holy spirit cannot be trapped by the death of a human being; the teaching of grave sucking objectifies the Holy Spirit and limits His power to certain locales. That’s another thing, God is not only all-knowing, but He’s also omnipresent, He’s everywhere, present. So, He can be anywhere at any time. As the Psalmist says, “Where can I go, I can go up here and God’s here, I can go down here in the depths and God’s there, He’s everywhere.” But apparently, dirt contains Him. In a little bubble, with dead people. It’s the power of dirt, I’m telling you. 



But when you start bringing this out and saying that this isn’t 

Biblical, they always try to twist the verse. A possible “proof text” for grave sucking is II King 13:21, in which a dead man is thrown into an 

open grave, and, when his body touches the bones of Elisha, the man is 

resurrected. There is a major difference between the Biblical event and the modern concept of grave sucking, namely, the recipient of the power was 

dead. I’m assuming that these people walking around aren’t dead! No one 

was seeking a mantle or an anointing; God simply chose to perform a 

resurrection, honoring the memory of His prophet, in the process. Not 

transferring, supposedly some spiritual anointing to people who are alive. 

Completely polar opposite. Completely unbiblical, and that’s supposed to be the major text that they use to justify it. 



Grave sucking is founded upon a misunderstanding of the mantle 

or cloak the prophets of the Bible sometimes wore as a sign of their calling from God. Now, there are no prophets alive today. We have the Old 

Testament and the New Testament; we don’t need a new word from God. 

But that’s what they say, “Oh, I got a new word from God. Our prophet 

told me to tell you …” Really? Then you need to be writing a  new New Testament, which would be blasphemous. But that’s your premise, why 

don’t we have it? Because we don’t need it anymore. That’s why some of 

the gifts were permanent, still in function today, and some were temporary. 

We don’t need them. 
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Most well-known is the story of the prophet Elijah, passing his 

mantle on to his protégé Elisha. The Bible shows Elijah using his cloak as a symbol of his ministry, and God’s authority. Now, let me give you a 

couple of examples. Does baptism save us? Does the Bible talk about 

baptism? Of course. What is baptism? It’s symbolic of the act of Salvation. 

We identify with the death and burial of Jesus Christ. We were cleansed 

from our sins and were raised to a new life to live for Him. It’s all 

symbolic. As the thief on the cross, how much time did he have to get 

baptized? Communion, are we saved by communion? No, that’s 

something that we do in remembrance of the body and blood of Jesus 

Christ, not the literal body or the literal blood, we do that in remembrance. 

Right? Let’s get a little more specific, because this is supposed to be the transfer of power, the mantle. It’s just a cloak, it’s symbolic, that’s all it was. Kind of like, this last Sunday, we laid hands on Bobby to become 

Pastor Bobby. Did power come shooting forth from our fingertips? No! It 

was symbolic! It’s symbolic that God is calling him to be a Pastor, and 

God has given him that authority. It’s the same thing with the mantle. It’s a cloak. 



After Elijah was translated into Heaven, Elisha picked up the 

mantle and became Israel’s new prophet. The passing of the mantle was a 

symbolic act, however; a physical object has no inherent spiritual power. 

Why? Because who gives us power? God. Not a gravesite, not a dead 

person, God does. 



The grave sucking phenomenon originated in Bill Johnson’s Bethel 

Church in Redding, California, an organization associated with other 

unconventional practices such as Sozo prayer and heretical movements 

such as the Toronto Blessing and the New Apostolic Reformation. The 

practice of grave sucking, grave soaking, or mantle grabbing has led many believers astray. 



Now, Bethel is not the only one. In fact, I don’t know who got it 

from who. It would be interesting to see who first started this, maybe they worked together, I don’t know. But there is another who is big on this 

grave sucking that somehow, he got power from it, and it rhymes with 

Benny Hinn. Listen to what he says. He believes that he got some of his 

power from dead people. Two of them. Benny Hinn claims he felt the 

anointing at mystic Aimee Semple McPherson’s grave. 
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Benny Hinn:  “I felt a terrific anointing when I was there. I actually, now hear this, I trembled when I visited Aimee’s tomb. I was shaking all over. 

 God’s power came all over me. I believe the anointing has lingered over Aimee’s body. I know this may be shocking to you. You gonna feel the anointing at Aimee’s tomb. It’s incredible. And Kathryn’s. It’s amazing. 

 I’ve heard of people healed when they visited that tomb. They were totally healed by God’s power. You say, ‘What a crazy thing. Brother, there’s things we’ll never understand. Are you all hearing me?”  



No, because it’s unbiblical. Mr. Hinn, you are not going to get 

power from dead people. The power comes from God. But the same thing 

is, this is supposed to be a new movement of God. So, that’s an aberrant behavior. Now, the next one we are going to take a look at, because you 

and I, we’re missing out because we are not open to the amazing 

movement of the Spirit of God, in the Last Days. We are missing out on 

Angel Feathers. You may laugh, but this is a major comforting, incredible thing that we are missing out on. 



It’s angels, and angels are good, so this must be from God. No, not 

at all. I am convinced, as we continue to move forward, not only with slain in the spirit, drunk in the spirit, grave sucking and all this other stuff and now angel feathers and the next ones we are going to move into. This is 

the same kind of baloney where people are getting away from the Word of 

God and they are seeking signs and wonders, and you know what? That’s 

going to come in handy for, guess who? The antichrist and the false 

prophet because they’re going to appear on the scenes and you think angel feathers are cool, you ain’t seen nothing yet. 



But you have a whole society that is being conditioned, of religious 

people, I’m not saying they are Christians, necessarily. I don’t know their hearts. But when this guy shows up, if you fall for angel feathers and 

grave sucking, you’re going to eat this up. That’s what’s sad. 

Revelation 13:11-14: “Then I saw another beast, coming out of the earth. 

He had two horns like a lamb, but he spoke like a dragon. He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 

And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire to come 

[image: Image 12]
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down from Heaven to earth in full view of men. Because of these signs, he was given power to do, on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the 

inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up on image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived.” 



Amazing, did you see that, what came down from the sky? Well, 

that’s another thing that is going on. These guys are saying, did you see that? We were just singing and praising God, supposedly, (wink, wink) and out of no where here comes some feathers. It’s got to be from angels. Here are a couple of examples. 

This clip shows the leader/pastor on stage, his arm is raised, and he is speaking into the microphone. In the background you can hear the choir 

singing, very softly. He proceeds to walk down from the stage and up to 

the congregation. You can’t understand what he is saying exactly, but the congregation starts to clap. As you look closer a lady comes up and the 

leader/pastor takes her hand. When she opens her hand, we find that she is holding white feathers. That is the reason they are clapping, and the 

clapping starts to get louder. You can now hear him declare these are 

feathers from angels. 

The next clip is from a young man sitting at his desk doing a podcast. 

Podcaster:  “I just thought I’d share with you the glory, some of these signs and wonders that have been happening in my life and happening at this recent conference that I was at, where there was 20,000 youth, 

 praising and worshiping Yeshua Jesus. And giving Yahweh the glory that He deserves. So, I’m just going to go 

 ahead and show you some angel 

 feathers here. I pray that your faith will 

 be increased by these signs and 

 wonders. That if you have any doubt or 

 unbelief in the power of God, that that 

 would be removed. 
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 So, the first angel feather I want to show you is a brown one that has speckles on white. With brown speckles, almost like a cow, but it’s a feather. As you can see, it’s very unique. There’s no bird on the planet that I know of, and I challenge anyone to tell me what bird this would be.” 

   

And you know that’s evil. That was my editing job. I took up his 

challenge. There ain’t no bird on the planet. Are you kidding me? That’s a chicken feather. I’m sure when they were singing praise that lady didn’t have anything in her pocket. “Oh look, I looked up and there was an angel feather. Are you serious? See we’re missing out on this incredible 

movement of God. How dare you resist. Angel feathers. What a bunch of 

chicanery. What a bunch of baloney. If it’s just a bunch of baloney, why do you keep picking these? Do you know where this comes from? This is my 

old stomping ground, this angel stuff, this comes out of New Age. 



I’m telling you, it’s a carbon copy thing. All they’ve done is taken 

New Age. Hinduism, or the occult, whether they realize it or not and they slapped Christianese on it. And it’s supposed to be the movement of the 

Spirit of God. 



Now let me show you this. This is from a New Age website, and 

it’s not just feathers, basically what they teach is, anytime you find 

feathers, those aren’t just feathers of a bird, those are angel feathers. And every color has a different meaning. This is straight out of New Age. They say angels are beings of pure light and love. This is a New Age source and since most people aren’t regularly high enough of a spiritual vibration, it’s kind of the same premise. “You’re just not open to the Spirit of God like me.” That’s what New Age teaches. This is hierarchy, but it’s not what 

God says. Most people aren’t high enough vibration spiritually, to see 

angels, for angels to help you out. They send a signal that they are there watching over you. And you know what they do? They leave feathers 

behind. Now everyone has a different meaning. 

White Feathers – are the most commonly known and recognized angel feathers. White feathers bring the simple reminder that your angels are 

with you and supporting you from the Spirit. 
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Pink Feathers – are a reminder of the unconditional love of your angels, and a reminder of the infinite inspiration available when you’re tuned into love. 

Red Feathers – signify life force energy, physical vitality, stability, strength, passion, and courage. 

Orange Feathers – carry messages of creativity, listening to your inner voice, and staying positive to attract success. 

Yellow Feathers – are often a reminder to be cheerful and light-hearted, to be present, alert, and to stay focused on what you desire to magnetize 

these blessings into your life. 

Green Feathers – signify abundance, and money, a fertile opportunity, as well as vibrant well-being, health, and love. 

Blue Feathers – bring a calming and peaceful energy, and are connected to communication, awareness, and are often a reminder to listen. 

Gray Feathers – are a call to return to peace within to create it without. 

Gray is also neutral and can be a sign that the answer to your questions is not yes/no or black/white. 

Brown Feathers – signify grounding, home life, and stability. There is an energy of respect, grounded positivity, and balance between the physical and spiritual. 

Black Feathers – are a reminder of the protection of your angels, and a signal that spiritual wisdom, and magic are accessible by you within. 

Feathers with purple – on them carry messages of deep spirituality, transmutation of negativity, as well as the opening of psychic and spiritual sight. 

Feathers with a combination of black and white - are often a sign that important changes are soon to unfold. 



The whole baloney is out of New Age. But if you Christianize it 

with some Christianese and put in the peer pressure. “What are you trying to do is, resist the Spirit of God, in the Last Days? This is a miracle!” No, it’s not. It’s a bunch of baloney. Oh, and by the way. How did that help you to grow up and become a disciple of Jesus? Is this a disciplined 

learner? I don’t know about you, but the more I get into the Word the 

easier it is to tackle the challenges that come along. This is what these people are missing out on. I’m not here to poke them in the eye, it’s just 
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that they are missing out. When tough times come, what do you do? You 

quote the Word of God. It goes to your brain and that’s what the Bible says in Philippians 4. Whatever is right, excellent, praiseworthy, trustworthy, admirable, true, i.e., in God’s Word, that’s what’s right, trustworthy, 

admirable and true. When that happens and that’s going through your 

brain, the peace of God that transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Why? Because that’s where our comfort 

comes from. God will supply all my needs through Jesus. God will keep 

us under the feather of His wings, He will shelter us, He’s our shield, He’s our fortress, our high tower, our strength. What brings you peace and 

comfort in your hard times? 



“I tell you what, I was at that meeting and this lady came up with 

some angel feathers, and I feel so peaceful right now. You don’t 

understand. I was having a hard time, but I went to this graveyard, and I started sucking up …” No, you’re being led away from becoming a 

disciple of Christ because you’re being led away from the Word. You’re 

into signs and wonders and excuse me, don’t forget the lost is watching 

this. Even they know better. 



Now, let’s get into the fifth one. The fifth one is gold jewelry 

manifestations. Because we all know that God wants every single one of 

us to be rich. No, that’s not true, but that’s what they say. And, by the way, that lie, once again, is something that false teachers are going to use as a tool to dupe people. Let’s take a look at what God says is going to appear in the Last Days. 

II Peter 2:1-3: “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 

destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who brought them – 

bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their 

shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their 

greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has 

not been sleeping.” 



I’m going to say, compilation, I had to put them all together, this is 

supposedly the miracle of people, getting wealth, all of a sudden. They’re 
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just supposedly worshiping Jesus, and they get gold teeth. And not just 

gold teeth, but gold glitter falling from the sky. Gold dust. Oh, but that’s not enough. Apparently, we need more cash than that. Jewels, precious 

jewels. Just like jewels found on the Old Testament high priests’ 

breastplate. Oh, that’s not even enough. Whether you saw it or not, an 

angel showed up and it left behind diamond dust. 

John Freel, Itinerant Pastor, Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship: 

 “Earlier this evening some very unusual things took place here at the Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship. But let me explain a little bit of background to this. A few short weeks ago, John and Carol Arnott traveled to South Africa where  they conducted some meetings in one of the major cities of that nation. While they were there conducting meetings, a very unusual display of God’s miraculous power took place. There were 

 individuals who were in that specific meeting, who actually received gold fillings in their teeth from God, while they were there in the meeting.” 

  Interviewer:  “Show me, will you?” 

  Lady with gold filling:  “Do you see it?”  She is trying to open her mouth so she can show the interviewer her teeth.   

  Interviewer:  “Can you see that on the camera? Open a little wider. I don’t know if they can see, but they can see your mouth open at least. Now that’s the only gold one that you have? Are you absolutely sure that you didn’t have gold before?” 

  Lady:  “I called my husband last night, because, if I had done it, I wanted to make sure, I wanted to have integrity with this, so I checked and he said, ‘You never had a gold tooth.’” 

   You don’t know what’s in your own mouth? You had to call your husband? 

This next clip is a church service with the congregation standing with arms waving and held high. As you can see with the cameras, the focus is the 

“Gold Glory Cloud,” and not upon Jesus Christ.     



334 



Attendee:  “After we did the fire tunnel at the open heavens conference we were just worshiping and as I turned around from the fire tunnel, I was standing in this cloud of gold dust that was like falling from the sky, so I grabbed Gale, who was sitting next to me, and I said, ‘Gale, it’s raining gold dust.’ And she started freaking out and then Sherry Downs was right across from me in the fire tunnel. I yelled, ‘Sherry, gold dust!’ And as more and more people saw that it was raining gold dust in this little pocket, in the corner of the church, everyone just started pointing and screaming. We were looking up and it was like somebody was standing way high above us, like probably 15 feet above us. It was like somebody’s standing up there with glitter or something and was just throwing it down and it was like clouds of gold dust. It was just raining down on us.” 

Did he just say it was someone standing above them throwing glitter? 

Glitter or demonic, regardless, it’s a mockery of the true move of God! 

Narrator:  “A small church in the heart of San Juan Puerto Rico has reported the appearance of thousands of gemstones in its sanctuary. 

 Where are these things coming from? Are they real?” 

  Church member:  “Yes, those are the ones that fell. These are just exactly the 12 stones of the tribes of Israel.” 

   At another church … 

  Church member:  “That is diamond dust. It’s one angel. He’s tall, almost seven or eight feet tall. The oil on the carpet, all right, was wet, so when the angel came in, those impressions, stuck to the carpet.” 

   

It had to be, I mean unfortunately the angel got too close to a deep 

fryer and got soaked in oil. He appeared, but he didn’t have time to take a shower. Because angels are messengers from God, right, and when He 

says go, you better go. I don’t care if he had a shower or not. And he 

showed up and unfortunately, the oil got all over the place and I don’t 

know, maybe he had flakey skin, with maybe it’s made of diamonds, and 

he scratched his arm and there’s diamond dust landing on the floor. 
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What? Name one verse in all the Scripture that justifies any of that 

baloney, except I will call out the Scripture that we just read. What is the whole basis of this? First of all, I can get those same jewels at Chucky Cheese for a quarter, with that claw. For one token you’re guaranteed to get one. Give me a break, as if this wasn’t staged. But what’s the phrase? 

Greed! It wasn’t that an angel came and left us an anointed pillow, no it’s diamond dust. It wasn’t that we were just there and there was this 

wonderful effervescent smell of God’s wonderful … No, it was gold. It’s 

all greed, it has nothing to do with God. Is it possible for this to happen? 

No. It’s a bunch of chicanery. How do we know? Because we have it on 

tape. Somebody who was involved in this, they admit it, and this is what is ironic. That guy that said come over here, there’s gold dust. What was the term he said? It was almost like somebody threw glitter. Guess what? 

That’s exactly what they did. 

Narrator:  “There is a large church in Miami, named El Rey Jesus, King Jesus Church, pastored by a guy named Guillermo Maldonado. Now 

 Guillermo Maldonado is the Bill Johnson of Miami. He and Bill Johnson are good friends. Long story short, there was a lady who came to the conference where I was teaching. She came up to me and introduced 

 herself. She said, ‘I used to be in El Rey Jesus.’ I said, ‘Oh really.’ She said, ‘Oh yeah, I was high up in it, and my husband is still in it.’ She got genuinely saved, converted, left it, as you would expect a Christian to do, left the church. I was talking about some of the manifestations in 

 Maldonado’s church and Bill Johnson’s church. 

  So, she came up to me and she says, ‘Justin, you know how Maldonado’s church has the gold dust?’ I said, ‘Yeah.’ She said, ‘That was my job.’ She said that she and a friend of hers were told to go upstairs with canisters of, you can’t make this stuff up, with canisters of real fine gold glitter of sorts. She said it was her job to dump it into the ventilation system. And of course, it blew out over the whole congregation, and people thought that was the presence of God.” 

   

What a bunch of baloney. And again, what’s the whole thing based 

on? Greed! Which is what Peter warned about what would happen in the 
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Last Days. They’re going to come into the church. And what did he say? 

This is what is so sad, “many” will fall for it. Now, again, that tells you how many people are getting away from Scripture. Now, you are probably 

thinking, “Who could fall for that?” But what’s our emphasis, why is our name Sunrise Bible Church? We teach the Bible, all the Bible. We talk 

about all things. We talk about prophecy, we talk about God’s love, we talk about Heaven, we talk about hell, we talk about sin, we talk about 

forgiveness, because it’s ALL the Bible. When you get into the Bible and you teach the Bible, you can’t fall for that, but the fact that so many are falling for that, what does that tell you? Somebody isn’t teaching the 

Bible, and we’re talking churches. 



The Bible warns that in the Last Days evil doers will do the work 

of satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. Jesus warns that 

“false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and 

wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” God can perform miracles but at no time did anyone report the appearance of a plastic glitter cloud as evidence of the Holy Spirit among them. 



Now the last one that we’re going to deal with is something that 

they call the “glory cloud.” Now here is an example of what is supposed to be a glory cloud. First, I’m going to say, that ain’t no cloud and there ain’t anything glorious about it. You need to clean your vents again. But here it is, supposedly a glory cloud. 



GLORY CLOUD RISES AT BETHEL CHURCH 



As the congregation is all seated, waiting for someone to speak, suddenly, coming from the ceiling, little particles are starting to fall. They can’t believe what is happening and they are reaching to grab what this is that is coming down upon them. They are getting all stirred up saying, “Isn’t this crazy, look at this.” Whatever it is, they are catching it in their hands. 



Well, there it is. I hope you didn’t miss it. The “Glory Cloud.” First 

of all, was there a cloud there? That’s the prime example. There were no clouds there. That was a bunch of flecks. How many times have you 

cleaned your house and opened up your shades to let some sunlight in and what do you see, flying around? I thought you cleaned the house. Anyway, 
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it wasn’t even a cloud. It just looked like a bunch of dust particles. And if it was some sort of particles, guess who was in the vents again? But again, this is their premise, supposed to be a “glory cloud.” 



Some churches report the appearance of a “glory cloud” – they 

believed this to be a physical manifestation of God’s presence in the form of a glittery cloud that lingered over worship services. Some pastors, 

usually in the charismatic or Pentecostal movement, claim that the cloud has so enveloped them before preaching that they could hardly see the 

congregation. They attribute it to the tangible presence of God anointing them for preaching. 



So, until these particles, which are supposed to be a cloud at the 

same time, start falling down, they aren’t really preaching. I mean, that’s the premise of all this stuff. Boy, he’s preaching now because the vents are dirty. 



The term “glory cloud” is not found anywhere in Scripture, and 

many rightly wonder whether such a thing is Biblical. The “proof texts” 

for a glory cloud comes entirely from the Old Testament. The New 

Testament contains no examples of God manifesting Himself in such a 

cloud. We have no basis for believing such a phenomenon to be a genuine 

work of God. It’s actually, shocker, carbon copy, either coming out of New Age, Hinduism, or the occult warmed over! 



So, this whole idea that you get some special anointing that can be 

transferred to somebody or sucked out of a dead body or the angel feathers or some glory cloud or some sprinkling dust or gold and precious jewels. 

You know who’s big on all that stuff? Hindu gurus. Remember, slain in the Spirit, when somebody or Benny Hinn comes up and he puts his hand on 

your forehead, and you receive power, and you fall backwards. We saw 

that’s what the Hindu gurus do, something called  Shaktipat,  the power of the touch. It’s the same thing, they just ripped it off and Christianized it from the Hindu’s. This whole aspect of looking for secret signs. “I found something that appeared in my pocket,” that’s old-fashioned Hinduism. 

All of this is Hinduism. Let me give you one more example. 

Nightline Reports:  “With its beard draped Yogi’s, in time worn temples, India has long been a magnet for spiritual seekers of every type. From the Beatles to the Eat Pray Love crowd. But what do you make of the country’s 
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 seemingly endless supply of casual miracle-workers, self-proclaimed 

 deities, many of whom will have large and faithful followings. Clarissa Ward reports tonight for our series ‘Faith Matters.’ 

  Clarissa Ward:  “India, it’s a land of gurus and godmen, and swami’s where stories of miracles seem almost commonplace. Yogi’s lie in roaring fires, Sufi shrines that banish bad spirits, and Hindu holy men who go years without food or water. Hundreds here claimed to be living gods and goddesses with miraculous powers, and thousands of followers to prove it. 

 We traveled across this mystical land in search of miracles. 

  First stop, Gujarat, home to 82-year-old Swami prophet, Johnny, who claims not to have eaten a bite of food or drunk a drop of water in more than 70 years. He explains that when he was just 11 years old, a goddess touched his tongue, ridding him of the need for food and water. On a tour of the cave where he lives, which is more like a comfortable studio 

 apartment, something unexpected catches my eye. What’s in the fridge? 

 Yes, what’s inside?” (She asks him)  

  Person speaking for the Swami:  “Only water, to wash the mouth.” 

  Clarissa Ward:  “It seemed strange for a man who does not eat or drink to keep a fridge in his room. But not to Sanel Edamaruku an outspoken atheist, and head of the Indian Rationalist Association. He recently had a showdown on live TV with a Swami, who claimed he could kill him by 

 muttering mantras. Four hours later Edamaruku was still smiling.” 

  Sanel Edamaruku:  “Any special capacity, any special thing, that most of these people, who are claiming that they’re miracle manner or lament of saints, are conmen.” 

  Clarissa Ward:  “He draws on the example of Satya Sai Baba, a guru whose follower’s number in the millions, spanning all corners of the globe. 

 He is famous for materializing jewelry and holy ash from thin air. But recent videos posted on YouTube appeared to show that the acts are simply sleight of hand.” 
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And what is he holding up? Gold, he does jewelry, he does the ash 

thing too - nothing new. This is not some new movement of the Spirit of 

God in the Last Days that you and I are resisting. This is old fashioned Hinduism; they have been doing it for a long time. And eventually, that’s why it’s call the “Untold History of the Charismatic Movement,” we’re 

going to see that the very founders were engrossed in all three of those, New Age, Hinduism and the occult, and that is why you see this consistent parallel throughout their aberrant behavior. 
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 Chapter Fifteen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Female Pastors 

We have been taking a look at the aberrant behavior of the 

charismatic community. As we have seen, as a recap, there are things that they say are Biblical, but they are not! These aberrant behaviors are: 

•  Slain in the Spirit 

•  Drunk in the Spirit 

•  Grave sucking 

•  Angel feathers 

•  God or Jewel manifestations 

•  The Glory Cloud 



There is absolutely no Biblical basis for this behavior. It’s either 

chicanery, learned behavior, or full-blown spiritual manipulation. They are ripping people off for various reasons. We know it’s not God’s Spirit, 

because God’s Spirit is not going to contradict His Word, and these so-

called spiritual behaviors do just that. So, we know it’s not God’s Spirit! 



[image: Image 13]

342 





Now we are going to get into some other aberrant beliefs of the 

charismatic community, which are things they also teach, and say are 

Biblical, but are not! The first being, female pastors. We need to cover this, because even Protestant, non-charismatic churches are falling for this. 

It’s being touted across the nation. A female pastor - talk about a hot- 

button topic. It’s amazing how many people have different opinions on 

this aspect. Now, maybe that’s politically correct, but is it Biblically, correct? It’s not even close. You can’t say, “Well, that’s your interpretation. 

In a southern, Hebrew, you know, funky Greek, Norwegian language it’s 

only …” No, it’s in Scripture, a multitude of places. So, let’s start with the first one. 

I Timothy 2:11-14: “A woman should learn in quietness and full 

submission. I do not permit a woman to teach, or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam 

was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and 

became a sinner. But women will be saved through childbearing, if they 

continue in faith, love, and holiness, with prosperity.” 



So, this is God’s creation order. He goes back to God’s Word, 

telling us this isn’t just some aberrant thing. But it’s very clear, what God’s Word says about a woman having an authority, which means a pastor. Can 

a woman be a pastor? No. I didn’t say that who did? “Oh, but you’re just being sexist or you’re anti- …” Excuse me? I’m quoting the Bible. Are 

you going to say that God is anti-sex? I don’t recommend saying that. I’m just quoting the Bible. But typically, this is what is going on in the 

charismatic community. They are all about female 

pastors, as we’re going to see, even female so-called 

apostles and prophets. All that’s okay, in fact, it’s a big 

part of their heritage. 



Now, we haven’t got to the history section yet 

but let me bring a couple of examples. Back at the turn 

of the last century, that helped to spur on the 

Charismatic Movement, it wasn’t just men, but it was 

women that they elevated to a high position. Of course, here’s one, Aimee Semple  
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McPherson (1890-1944).  Aimee Semple McPherson was a big proponent 

of much of the Charismatic Movement and teachings today in our country. 

Then came this lady, 

Kathryn Kuhlman. Now, 

who do you see with 

her? Benny Hinn. We 

will eventually get to 

that. I’ve talked about 

this before, but she was 

his big protégé. He got 

his techniques from 

her and remember, I 

even quoted in a 

previous chapter that he 

went to this lady’s 

gravesite and felt the 

anointing and all 

that stuff. So, that’s who she is. 

Another one, a little bit more 

modern-day, is this lady, 

Marilyn Hickey. Now listen to 

this quote.  “If you have Jesus 

 in your heart, you also have 

 miracles of healing within 

 your hands.”  It’s back to that 

issue, if people really have the gift of 

healing, the Biblical gift is a 100% 

healing all the time, every single time. 

Now can God still heal today? 

Absolutely, of course He can. But the 

specific gift of healing that was given 

for the Apostles, at that particular 

time, was 100% of the time and if 

these people really had this gift, then 

you certainly wouldn’t be charging people to come and get a supposed 

healing, from your supposed gift of healing. That’s crazy. Number two, 

you’re the most uncompassionate people on the planet because you should 

be going to every single hospital, every infirmary and laying hands, every 
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single time, raising people for the glory of God. You know, of the sickness and of cancer. You know how much God would be glorified. Why aren’t 

you doing that? Why are you making money off of it, because you don’t 

have it. That’s my premise. 



But Marilyn Hickey being elevated to this high position, she’s still 

going on out there today. It’s not that it’s bad enough, but the stuff that is coming out of her mouth is just crazy. But this again, is what you get 

typically in the Charismatic Movement. She is in the camp of what is 

called the “Prosperity Gospel” which is not the gospel. You can call it 

“Prosperity Scam” or whatever you want, but it’s all about the reason that Jesus came, why He died on the cross, so that you and I could be perfectly wealthy and totally healthy all the time. 



What that means to me, and it's totally hilarious, because if you 

look at pictures of every single one of these people who promoted this, 

twenty years ago, and then look at their modern-day pictures. You know 

what’s happened to them? Apparently, they’re losing their faith. Their 

“faith,” because if they had enough faith and they had perfect health, as they preach, why are their faces falling off? Well, it happens to all of us. 

You get old! I don’t care, you can have all the faith you want. But you’re going to get old, your body is going to decay and fall apart. Last time I checked, if the rapture doesn’t happen, you’re all going to die from some disease, including them. It has nothing to do with whether or not you have enough faith. Every one of those guys is going to die. And the ones that have preached in the past, guess what? They’re dead! It’s going to happen. 

You don’t want to think about it, but it’s going to happen. As one amazing man said, “I’m personally going to make it the last thing I do.” Now here is what Marilyn Hickey is saying, it’s about money and health. That’s why Jesus came. 

Marilyn Hickey:  “What do you need? I need money. Start creating it. 

 Start speaking about it. Start speaking it into being. Speak to your billfold. 

 Say, ‘You big, thick billfold full of money.’ Speak to your checkbook. Say, 

 ‘You, checkbook, you’ve never been so prosperous since I owned you. 

 You’re just jammed full of money.’”  
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Yeah, you’re jammed full of heresy. How sad that is. You wonder 

why the lost say, “Every time I go to church services, all they want is my money.” I wonder why? You’ve got to admit, that’s their whole focus. “I 

want money.” But then again, here comes the gimmick. It’s not just that 

you need to keep your money flowing, if you’re going to keep these 

millionaires that are living these lavish lifestyles. You have to have some sort of gimmick to keep it coming in. She is selling anointed red rubber bands. Now, notice, the key word there is “anointed.” It’s not just a red rubber band, it’s an “anointed” red rubber band. It’s an anointed red rubber band to wear on your wrist for only seven days and she will only charge 

you $10.00. I can get 1,000 at Walmart for a buck. And, in the past she has offered blessed pennies, miracle carrot seeds and magical healing cloths. If you give her some money, of course. One guy says this … 

 “Faith teachers such as Robert Tilton and his female counterpart, Marilyn Hickey, have copied many of the scams pioneered by Pentecostal 

 preachers such as Oral Roberts and A. A. Allen. In fact, Tilton and Hickey have managed to exceed even their predecessors’ outrageous ploys. This is hard to believe when one considers what sort of schemes they had to 

 outdo. 

  Marilyn Hickey, much like Tilton, employs a broad range of tactics to manipulate followers into sending her money. Among her many ploys are anointed prayer cloths, ceremonial breastplates, and ropes that can be used as points of contact. In one of her appeal letters, Hickey promises she will slip into a ceremonial breastplate, ‘press your prayer request to my heart,’ and ‘place your requests on my shoulders’ – all for a suggested donation. 

  For the most part, Hickey’s tricks and teachings are recycled from other prosperity peddlers like Tilton, Hagin, and Copeland. Her message is peppered with such faith jargon as ‘the Godkind of faith,’ ‘confession brings possession,’ and’ receiving follows giving.’” 



No, your version of faith is heretical. It’s not even the Biblical 

definition of faith. Your version of faith is basically Hinduism, New Age, 
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and things of that nature. So, the only way that God will ever bless me, is if I give them money. I don’t think so. How many of you, God has blessed, and you never even cut a check. Can I tell you something? The fact that 

you’re still taking a breath today, He’s blessing you. Aren’t you glad you don’t have to cut a check for every breath? I’d be broke! It’s crazy, but it not only gives the false impression of God, but it’s also false teachings. 



Now I’ve said this before, but again, same lady, Marilyn Hickey, 

and ladies that are being touted in the charismatic community, here is her phrase. I’ve said it before, about not just perfect wealth, but perfect health. 

She says this again and again, it’s a positive confession. You speak into existence what you want. Well, again, that’s Hinduism. Repeating your 

mantra, your word or phrase over and over to create your own reality. 

That’s New Age, that’s a creative visualization, that you have a godlike power to create your own reality. Well, that’s all they’ve done, they just put Christianese on it. But she says this … 

Marilyn Hickey:  “Say to your body, ‘You’re whole, body! Why, you just function so beautifully and so well. Why, body, you never have any 

 problems. You’re a strong, healthy body.’ Or speak to your leg, or speak to your foot, or speak to your neck, or speak to your back; and once you have spoken and believe that you have received, don’t go back on it. Speak to your wife, speak to your husband, speak to your circumstances; and speak faith to them to create in them and God will create what you are 

 speaking.” 

   

No, He won’t, He’s not your butler, He’s not your slave. He’s God. 

He’ll do whatever He wants to do. And you need to have a much humbler 

attitude. He loves us, but He’s not there for our every beck and call. Come on, God is not some cosmic sugar daddy in the sky. 

He’s not some cosmic Santa Claus. He’ll bless us 

and take care of us, but this is a false gospel, a false 

heretical teaching. 



Now another female in the charismatic 

community is this lady, Joyce Meyers. And probably 

when we get into the history, we will get into what is 

going on with her as well. I want to focus on this 

[image: Image 19]

[image: Image 20]

347 



lady right now, because she is being touted across the nation. This lady is Paula White. Paula White is not just Paula White, but according to the 

biography, she is an American nondenominational pastor. 







Oops, what did we just see in God’s Word? Now, if you notice, 

she’s not supposed to be a pastor, but she is the senior pastor of the New Destiny Center, in Florida, a multicultural mega church. She hosts a show called Paula White Today, and as you can see there, who is she seated 

with? President Trump, why? If you don’t realize this, she is the Chair of the Evangelical Advisory Board to Donald Trump’s administration. She’s 

in charge of the system of who’s supposed to give spiritual guidance to our president and she’s the one who gave the invocation at his inauguration - a supposed female pastor. 



Is that allowed by God? Is that right? No! God’s Word is very, very 

plain. She is not a pastor. You can lay that claim on yourself. You can have other people say that you are. You can say God gave you a vision that you are. I don’t care what you say, God says no. What’s concerning is that our president is surrounded by these kinds of people. Now I’m going to turn to another text. What else are you blowing in his ear, that probably isn’t a very good representation of Christianity? It breaks my heart. I’m glad 

there is a Spiritual Advisory Board, that seems to be of the Christian 

flavor. I’m glad it’s not Hinduism and I’m glad it’s not what was going on in the previous administration, that certainly seemed to favor Islam, the Muslim community, including the Muslim Brotherhood. 
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But, man, you have to be kidding me, not these. This is not a good 

representation of Christianity. Now let me give you another text, just to show you how obtuse it is. 

I Timothy 3:1-7: “The saying is trustworthy: if anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. Therefore, an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but 

gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own 

household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he 

care for God’s church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.” 



This is right after what we just saw where Paul clearly says that a 

woman is not permitted to have authority over a man, which clearly 

means, pastor. Did you notice there was a repeated pronoun. Repeatedly, 

the pronoun was “HE.” Now, if you noticed the male masculine pronoun, 

“HE” was used there ten times. And then you throw in the word, husband, 

which implies a male, that’s eleven, in just 7 verses. And what is the 

Biblical basic rule of interpretation? Anytime you see something repeated in Scripture, what’s God doing? Pay attention! We’ve said this so many 

times before. All of God’s Word is important for us, but there are certain things that he really wants us to get. He wants us to get all of it, of course, but what is God? He is Holy, Holy, Holy. He says it three times for 

emphasis. Why? Because that’s the core of His character. You’ve got to 

understand the Holiness of God. That’s why He wants you to understand 

that there is a hell, why there’s a wrath of God, why there’s a punishment for sin. And then when you understand the Holiness of God, it sure makes the Grace of God that much sweeter, the love of God, because you impugn 

the Holiness of God. That’s there three times and that’s important. 



Eleven times, do you think that’s important? Did we have to go 

into some secret hidden language to figure it out? Was this so that we had to spend eight days studying this passage, because it’s so hard and 
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complicated? No, just like the previous verse in the previous chapter, it’s very clear. Just like here, it’s all male masculine, whether it’s the issue of authority and then the qualifications, it’s clearly male. So, this lady, Paula White, I’m sorry, with all due respect, is not a pastor. She can call herself one all she wants, she’s not a pastor. Women are not called to be pastors. 



The question of women serving as elder/pastors is not a matter of 

chauvinism, it’s not a matter of men being superior to women. Rather, God restricts the office of elder/pastor to men only, because that is how He has structured the church to function, based on the Genesis account, and the creation order. Godly men are to serve in leadership, with godly women 

serving in other crucially important supporting roles. 



But just as God called men to be leaders of the home, how many 

times do we hear from ladies, and, frankly, rightly so, “I wish the men 

would lead in the home. I wish I had a Godly husband. I wish I had a man that would be that Spiritual leader at home.” And we all get that, then all of a sudden, when it comes to men also called to lead in the church, “Oh no, women can do it.” Is that what you are doing at home? Are you trying to wear the Spiritual pants in the family? It’s out of order. Godly men are to serve as leadership with Godly women who were also to serve, because 

we are all supposed to serve Christ. But just in less authoritative roles. 

God is very clear that women are not to be pastors. 



Oh, by the way, last time I checked the church was created by God, 

and the church is that part of the body of Christ who is God, and God is the one who died on the cross to make the church possible. And God is 

God, by the way. God makes up the rules. Yeah, isn’t that amazing. I think that’s common sense. You may not like it, but you have to trust what God says. I opened up in prayer. Name one command in the Scripture that is 

bad for us. “Well, what about this one?” No, they’re all for good, you may not understand it. Our culture might reject it, but God says, “It is for your good. I know what I’m doing.” He created male and female. He created 

the church. He created a husband and wife. I think He knows what He is 

doing. Just do what He says, He never gets it wrong. Do you realize that? 

But for some reason, the issue of our culture is feminism. But as we are going to see it stems back to the fall of man, the curse in Genesis 3. 



Now we just read through two verses. There are other ones. You 

can read the parallel passage in Titus. Women are not supposed to have 
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authority over men. It’s God’s design. But then here’s the game they want to play with all kinds of objections. And I want to deal with them again, as a hot button. “Paul restricts women from being pastors because in the first century, women were typically uneducated.” Now did Paul ever mention 

anything about an educational status in this passage in the context? No. It has nothing to do with that. By the way, if the qualification for an 

elder/pastor, in order to fulfill that function had to do specifically with an education, then that’s the game. How much education? Who’s education? 

What education? Whatever, then think about that. Then the majority of 

Jesus’ disciples would not have been qualified, because they were just 

guys that were fishermen, average guys that didn’t have an education. As far as we know, after the resurrection of Christ, they go back to the Jewish elite, and they spoke God’s Word with power, by the Spirit of God. What 

was their thing? They said, “Get out of here, we have to talk.” The 

response was, “Who are these guys? Where did they learn this wisdom? 

These are the uneducated Galileans, they aren’t like city folks, like us. 

How do they know all this stuff?” That’s what was really going on. So, if you are saying this is an education issue, because they didn’t have 

seminaries and Bible colleges, that’s ridiculous. It has nothing to do with the context. 



However, I Timothy 2:11-14,  nowhere mentions educational 

status. If education were a qualification for ministry, the majority of Jesus’ 

disciples would not have been qualified. A second common objection is 

that Paul only restricted the women of Ephesus from teaching men (I 

Timothy was written to Timothy, the pastor of the church in Ephesus). 

Ephesus was known for its temple to Artemis, and women were the 

authorities in that branch of paganism – therefore, the theory goes, Paul was only reacting against the female – led customs of the Ephesian 

idolators, and the church needed to be different, but just in Ephesus. 

However, the book of I Timothy nowhere mentions Artemis, nor does Paul 

mention the standard practice of Artemis worshipers as a reason for the 

restrictions in I Tmothy 2:11-12.   



A third objection is that Paul is only referring to husbands and 

wives, not men and women in general. However, there is nothing in the 

context that would indicate a narrowing to husbands and wives in verses 

11-14. 
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The fourth objection is men and women are equal in God’s eyes. 

Galatians 3:28 says that men and women ae equal in God’s eyes but that is not the issue. The subject of Galatians 3:28 is equality in Christ, equal access to the salvation Christ offers. Men and women, Jews and Gentiles, slave and free are absolutely equal in this context. Church leadership is not the subject. We cannot take one verse and use it to cancel out another 

verse. Both Galatians 3:28 and I Timothy 2:11-12 are absolutely true. 

They do not contradict each other. 



Another objection is that women held positions of leadership in the 

Bible, specifically Miriam, Deborah, and Huldah in the Old Testament. It is true that these women were chosen by God for special service to Him 

and that they stand as models of faith, courage, and, yes, leadership. 

However, the authority of women in the Old Testament is not relevant to 

the issue of pastors in the church. The New Testament Epistles present a new paradigm for God’s people – the church, the body of Christ – with a 

unique authority structure, to the church, not for the nation of Israel, or any other Old Testament entity. 



Similar arguments are made using Priscilla and Phoebe in the New 

Testament. In Acts 18:26 Priscilla and Aquila are presented as faithful ministers for Christ. Did Priscilla and her husband teach the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to Apollos? Yes, in their home they “explained to him the way of God more adequately.” Does the Bible ever say that Priscilla pastored a church or became the spiritual leader of a congregation of saints? No, as far as we know, Priscilla was not involved in ministry activity in 

contradiction to I Timothy 2:11-14.  In Romans 16:1, Phoebe is called a 

“deacon” or “servant” in the church and is highly commended by Paul. 

But, as with Priscilla, there is nothing in Scripture to indicate that Phoebe was a pastor or a teacher of men in the church. “Able to teach” is given as a qualification for elders, but not for deacons. 



Why should women not teach or have authority over men? 

Because “Adam was created first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one 

deceived; it was the woman who was deceived.” God created Adam first, 

and then created Eve to be a “helper” for Adam. The order of creation has universal application in the family (Ephesians 5:22-33) and in the church. 

Many women excel in gifts of hospitality, mercy, teaching, evangelism, 

and helping/serving. Much of the ministry of the local church depends on 
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women. Women in the church are not restricted from all kinds of great 

ministry desperately needed for the church. They too receive gifts from the Holy Spirit when they are saved. Women are encouraged to teach other 

women (Titus 2:3-5). The Bible also does not restrict women from 

teaching children. The only activity women are restricted from is teaching or having spiritual authority over men – which mean they cannot be 

pastors! 



This does not make women less important, but rather gives them a 

ministry focus, more in agreement with God’s plan, and His gifting of 

them. This is not because men are necessarily better teachers, or because women are inferior, or less intelligent (which is not the case). It is simply the way God designed the church to function. Men are to set the example 

in Spiritual leadership – in their lives and through their words. Women are to take a less authoritative, yet equally important role. Women being 

restricted from spiritual teaching authority over men is not a punishment. 

Rather it is a refocusing to the ministries, skills, and gifts from God, which blesses women. Rather than focusing on what ministries women are 

restricted from, the focus should be on the multitude of ways God calls 

and gifts women to serve. 



But with that said, the Charismatic Movement says, “Nope, I don’t 

care.” Even though they tried to bring us some Scriptures, every single one was based out of context. I don’t care, because how can you go through 

that and bring out the Scripture, and then the Scripture that they bring out, is a twisting and is out of context, and they still don’t want to believe. You know what they’re saying? “I don’t care what Scripture says, this is what I want to do.” And they might even try to Spiritualize it. “This is what 

God’s called me to do.” God hasn’t called you to do that, because God 

restricted that. And isn’t that the ultimate irony? Here you are saying that God’s called you to be a pastor, to teach the Word of God, to the whole 

congregation. I have authority over men, and yet, in essence, your 

principal saying is, “I don’t care what God’s Word says.” Do you see a 

problem with that? Because that’s what’s really going on there. Just to let you know I’m not the only one with this opinion, take a look at this clip. 

Narrator:  “Can a woman be a pastor/preacher? There’s perhaps no more hotly debated issue in the church today, than the issue of women serving 
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 as pastors/preachers. As a result, it is very important to not see this issue as men versus women. This is not an issue of chauvinism or 

 discrimination; it is an issue of Biblical interpretation. The Word of God proclaims a woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to have authority over a man. She must be silent. In the church, God assigns different roles to men and women. This is a result of the way mankind was created and the way in which sin entered the world. 

 God, through the Apostle Paul, restricts women from serving in roles of leadership and/or having spiritual authority over men. This precludes women from serving as pastors over men. 

  Why should women not teach or have authority over men? Because Adam was created first, then Eve, and Adam was not the one deceived. It was the woman who was deceived (verses 13-14). God created Adam first and then created Eve to be a helper for Adam. The order of creation has universal application in the family and in the church. Many women excel in gifts of hospitality, mercy, teaching, evangelism and helps. Much of the ministry of the local church depends on women. The Bible nowhere restricts women from exercising the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Women, just as much as men are called to minister to others, to demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit, and to proclaim the gospel to the lost. 

  So, can women be pastors or preachers? No. According to the Bible, 

 women are not allowed to serve as pastors over men. That does not 

 change the fact that God uses women in powerful and amazing ways to 

 accomplish great things in the Kingdom of God.” 



Which, to me is a very unfortunate thing. It’s clear in the Scripture, 

but for some reason we get tricked into getting hung up on this one thing and it does two things. It causes division, basically wherever it goes. 

People don’t want to submit to the Scripture. Number two, the whole time you’re doing that, and that’s your one-track pony, you’ve got to convince, you’ve got to ram it through, you’re not serving Jesus Christ. You’re not helping the church. It’s sad and it’s unfortunate. 



So, now, why is this issue being so pushed? Believe it or not, I 

believe a lot of it has to do with the influx of feminism in our culture. But 



354 



feminism is not a blessing, feminism has basically done a lot of things that obviously disagree with God’s Word. Certain things we would agree with, 

and scripturally, that women should not be discriminated against. We are against violence against women. So, in one aspect, I don’t disagree with that. But feminism has a habit of frequently contradicting Scripture, 

specifically when it comes to roles of women. And that’s where the 

problems begin. Feminism is out there to protect a woman’s so-called right to kill her child. God certainly disagrees with that, and all Christians should. Feminism is for the rights of lesbianism and again their right to rule the home and the church. That’s not what God says. That’s where the problems of this, spawns back to believe it or not, the Genesis 3 account. 



If you’re not familiar with this, when God created Adam and Eve, 

He designed a productive and perfect balance between the nurturing 

leadership of a man and the supportive following of a woman in marriage. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, God’s perfect plan was perverted by the 

depravity in the hearts of men and women. Adam sinned by stepping out 

from under God’s authority when he ate the divinely forbidden fruit, and Eve chose to reject the authority of both Adam and the Lord. One of the 

consequences of their sin was the corruption of the complementary 

relationship between man and woman. 



Genesis 3:16 records what the Lord told Eve: “Yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” The desire Eve would 

have toward Adam is not a good kind of desire but a desire to conquer or overcome. You can see this in Genesis 4:7 where the same word describes what sin would do to Cain. “Sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.” From that time on, one of the expressions of sin in women would be the tendency to break out of God’s intended 

supporting and following role. At the same time, men’s sinful tendency 

would be to neglect their responsibility to love and lead their wives, 

dominating them instead. 



Let me give you one more. These people would say that these 

ladies are not just called to be a pastor, but they’re called to be apostles, 

“Sister Apostle so-n-so,” or prophetess. They are called to bring this great word to you. Let me give you just one example. This is supposed to be 

representing you and I, the evangelical Christian, with all due respect. 

Let’s take a look. 
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This clip opens in a church service. Everyone is standing raising their 

hands, swaying back and forth. 

Woman pastor:  “When you get 4 or 5 (female) preachers in a room you better get ready because an explosion is going to happen.” 

   People are jumping around in the aisles. Clapping their hands. One woman pastor is placing her hands on foreheads and people are falling to the 

ground. 

  Congregation member:  “Oh my god, this is real!” 

   Now the pastor is blowing on people, and they are falling to the floor. 

  Pastor:  “There’s a prophet in the city!” 



No, there’s some heretics in the city. Now I’m just giving you an 

example, because the same thing, those attitudes and those behaviors, are in the charismatic community, being done by so-called female pastors, 

which are really not pastors. Now you get into the so-called 

apostle/prophet. The double no-no with that is you’re putting women in 

the position of authority, but when you get to it specifically, we have 

already dealt with this with it comes to the office of a possible prophet. Is that even in function today? No. But even if it was in function today, the apostles would be men. Jesus chose the 12 apostles, re-elected one after Judas, and they were all men. Oh, and you’re expecting God to bless this? 

This is out of order. This is not what God’s Word is. Now that was a clip from a show called “Preach” that was actually being aired on the Lifetime Channel. This was supposed to be a new way and these so-called lady 

apostles, whatever, jumped up and said, “Yeah, let’s show them what we 

can do.” 



Do you think it had God’s blessing? No. Preach was cancelled after 

15,000 people signed a petition. And I quote: 

 “The imagery on this show is a travesty to the Christian Community. The women, aka prophetesses, are making a mockery of the church and 
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 promoting foolish behavior that is not necessarily a true representation of the real power of God.” 

  “By airing this show, it will cause more harm than good to the Christian community, who already has a difficult time in sharing ‘The Good News’ 

 of Jesus Christ to the masses.” 

   

I would say, amen. But 15,000 people petitioned to get that off the 

air. That is so wrong! And not just the issue of church leadership, but that’s not a good representation. We have a hard enough time as it is, come on. 

But the world seems to want to pick up on that. 



Because they still don’t want to give up on the idea that women 

can be pastors, they go to character assassination. 

1)  You are a bunch of misogynist chauvinist pigs. This argument is 

usually either the opening salvo, or the conclusion. Basically, it 

says that the only reason to deny women from serving as pastors is 

if you hate women. It completely ignores the undeniable fact that 

there are several texts in the Bible that places restrictions on 

women serving as pastors You can disagree with our interpretation. 

But, to state that our understanding is from being a women hater is 

a completely invalid application of the text and unreasonable. 

2)  I know you are wrong because God has called me, a woman, to be 

a pastor. There is often no value in reasoning with someone who 

thinks God has told him/her to do something. You could show 

him/her all the Biblical and theological evidence, and it would not 

matter. “Who are you to argue with what God has told me?” Sorry, 

but I’ll take what I know God has said in His Word over what you 

claim God has told you every single time. 

3)  There are many women pastors who lead very successful 

ministries. 



Really, so a growing number of people congregating together is a 

universal sign of God’s blessing. Let’s examine that, shall we. The so-

called Mormon church, which are not Christian, they are growing faster 

than many Christian denominations. Is that a sign of God’s blessing? Did 
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you know that Islam is growing way faster than Christianity. Is that God’s blessing their socks off? No. So, numbers, or the number of congregants, congregating around a spiritual leader, is not. Anything that has to do with the wolves, is not. People get saved. 

Isaiah 55:11: “So is the Word that goes out from the mouth, it will not return to me empty, but it will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 



When God’s Word is proclaimed, it always has an impact, no 

matter the messenger. (Philippians 1:15-19) What these people essentially admit, “I do not care what the Bible says …” “If you don’t care what the Bible says, why do you care whether or not women can preach its 

message?” 



The power is in God’s Word, not the messenger. Right? People say, 

“Well, I went to a Benny Hinn crusade, and I did get healed.” Well, in 

spite of Benny Hinn, because he’s a false teacher, and a heretic. God may have honored, in spite of Him, your faith and trust in Him, and it just 

happened to be one of those times that He chose to heal you. But it wasn’t because of Benny Hinn. 



Now, let me go back to this one issue, because again the premise of 

this lady, is that she’s supposed to be a pastor, and she’s not only supposed to be a pastor, as we we’ve seen, but the other sad note here, is she’s the one who’s in the ear of our president. No. I wish it was someone else. 

Now, the basis of her being supposedly called a pastor is explained here. 

 “In 1984, while living in Maryland, she converted to Christianity at the Damascus Church of God. She later claimed to have received a vision 

 from God shortly after her conversion. ‘When I was just eighteen years old, the Lord gave me a vision that every time I opened my mouth and declared the Word of the Lord, there was a manifestation of His Spirit where people were either healed, delivered, or saved. When I shut my mouth, they fell off into utter darkness and God spoke to me and said, ‘I called you to preach the gospel.’” 
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Now this has got to be from God because it’s so successful. Did 

you realize that sometimes Satan blesses in order to promote that which is false? It’s not always a sign of God’s blessing. Think about that. Why do these Word of Faith Ministries seem to prosper?. Well, it’s because the 

whole system is built around spending money. But they are looked upon as being successful. Look at those guys, surely, it’s working for them. But is that an automatic sign of God’s blessing just because these guys have 

million-dollar jets and giant palatial mansions? No. Who do you think 

would want to propagate that heresy? Who’s the father of all lies? Satan. 

So, maybe again, it’s not always a sign of God’s blessing. 

  She started Without Walls International Church, originally named South Tampa Christian Center, was founded in Tampa, Florida, by the then-spouses Paul and Randy White in 1991. In 2002, without Walls 

 International Church began to expand to its second location in Lakeland, Florida. At that time, the church reported 14,000 members and 200 

 ministries. In 2004, Without Walls International Church reported a 

 congregation of 20,000, the largest congregation in the area and the seventh-largest church in the United States, receiving $150 million 

 between 2004-2006. 

  White has been married three times. Her first marriage was as a teenager to the father of her son, Dean Knight. In 1984, she converted to 

 Christianity. Her marriage ended soon after. A turning point in Whites’ life was meeting Randy White in 1991, a third-generation preacher in the 

 Church of God denomination. White had divorced his first wife and was in the early stages of reviving his career as a preacher and evangelist. On August 23, 2007, Randy White announced that he and Paula were 

 divorcing. At the close of 2014 rock musician Jonathan Cain, of Journey fame, finalized his divorce from his second wife, and became engaged to White. On April 27, 2015, Cain and White were married. 

  White recorded the first broadcast of Paula White Today in December 2001. By 2006, her show appeared on nine television networks, including Trinity Broadcast Network, Daystar, and Black entertainment Television. 

 White has been a personal minister to Donald Trump who discovered 
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 White by watching her TV show. Trump first made contact by telephone in 2002. He went on to bring her often to Atlantic City for private Bible studies, and he has appeared on her television show. What was credited in June 2016, by James Dobson, as having converted Trump to Christianity.  

   

Oh, how I wish that were true. Maybe it is, I don’t know. But my 

concern is, wait a second, so here you are, your whole basis of being a 

pastor is completely unbiblical and your authorities being demonstrated 

that you don’t care what God’s Word says. You’re going to be in that 

position regardless, even though it’s in Scripture, and easy to find, that you shouldn’t do that. It’s based on an experience. Your personal life ain’t looking good. I’ll just leave it at that. But if you are going to turn away from that obvious Biblical truth, and then you’re a big proponent of this prosperity false gospel, it’s not the gospel that guarantees us riches and wealth and whatever. What kind of gospel were you so supposedly 

preaching to President Trump. I don’t know. I’m just saying that it’s not looking good. Of all candidates to have his ear, to explain the gospel. You know how often it is today, people’s version of the gospel, that are not even the gospel. I’m not saying, “Come to Jesus, He’ll give you a 

Cadillac. You just have to have enough faith and sow a seed to my 

ministry.” Is that what she shared with him, I don’t know. Or could it be just the fluffy one, come to Jesus and just acknowledge that God loves you and you’ll be saved. That’s not the gospel! You just acknowledge that 

God’s real and He’s your Heavenly Father, and He wants you to come to a 

relationship with Him. Ok, there’s no acknowledgment of his Holiness, 

there’s no acknowledgment of sin, there’s no acknowledgment that I cast 

my eternal soul, my destiny, on the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ on the cross. There’s none of that stuff, so what so-called gospel was she giving to him? Well, if it’s anything like she preaches the gospel, it’s not good, it's the prosperity gospel. Let me give you a couple of examples.   

  

  

She’s actually known in the charismatic community as a heretic by 

every orthodox Christian, of whatever tribe. She’s such a popular speaker that charismatic circles have her come in to help drum up money for 

various things. She’s always finding a verse in the Bible that God told her to tell us to give that amount! 
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I remember years ago, maybe when I was still in Bible College, 

and it was like probably a TV broadcast or whatever, and she was on with something like Psalm 83:17. “God told me to tell you, I had this vision and the Word of God came to me, not just something in my head, and He’s 

telling me to tell you that you need to, right now, through the TV, that you need to give $83.17. If you will sow a seed for $83.17 …” Now that’s 

what’s she is known for. Now over the years, she’s getting into larger and larger chapter numbers. And she’s gone, even beyond that. Here’s just one example. 

Paula White:  “When I was here for the women’s meeting, I did not expect to receive an offering. The Lord gave me a word. Psalm 126. And the Lord spoke, everyone wants to give $126.00. When you sow in tears, you’re going reap joy and those that bare precious seed, that you bring precious seed because, when you’re weeping, when you’re in the recovery process, seed the sacrificial, seed the sacrificial. And He said you’ll come back, and you’ll bring back, I want you to hear this, you’re going to bring back and when you come back, you’ll bare your harvest. The Lord spoke to me, and I say this humbly before the Lord, because at one time, to give this kind of seed wasn’t a lot, but today it is an extreme sacrifice. The Lord said, Paula you don’t give $126.00, I want you to give $12,026. I said, that’s so sacrificial. 

  I obeyed God and little did I know when I activated that seed and put it in the hands of First Lady and Bishop, it would be within just months, really within days, God would open up and give favor of the Lord that would bring forth the harvest. It was absolutely impossible in the natural, but a situation that turned everything around for my life for the ministry. That God would position me strong, going into 2011. I’m telling you right now the anointing you sow into, is the anointing you reap up. I want you to hear me. God’s speaking to many. I want you to give $126.00 offering. 

 Somebody might give $1,026.00, somebody might give $12,600.00, but this seed is the sealant.” 

   

The seed is the manipulative process that she has customized as a 

supposed word from God to rip people off their cash. Now that was 2011. 
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Back when I heard it, it was probably the early 2000s. You know, times 

have changed, so Psalm 83:17 doesn’t work anymore. I mean, you know, 

inflation. You know, let’s just cut to the chase. There is a Psalms 150. You know, just get a word from God. That’ll fix all kinds of problems. It’s sad. 

But see, that was 2011, and we all know that inflation keeps going up and yeah, the economy is good right now, but we need even more. Listen to 

her latest tactic. This was just last year, but this is a non-Christian 

broadcast, and even they know how ridiculous this is, and not only that, listen to the end. The lady almost pleads with us. We need to speak up. 

These aren’t even Christians. We need to speak up and warn people who 

are being duped by this. But now, listen to her new technique, how much 

money you need to give, because God told her to tell us. Watch this. 

The Young Turks:  “Donald Trump has a religious advisor. If you can recall her name, it’s Paula White and she is one of these people who has gotten incredibly wealthy through the prosperity gospel. She essentially lies to a bunch of people and scams them into giving her a lot of money. 

 And 2018 is no exception. She is now pushing for something known as first fruits, Toth, sounds really weird, but we’ll explain what it is. I’m trying not to, let’s not go off the rails, here okay. Let’s talk about what first fruits really are. So, all White is “urging followers to donate a ‘first fruits’ 

 offering of up to their entire salary for the month of January to enjoy 

 ‘blessings’ for the rest of the year or suffer the ‘consequences’ of failing to follow God’s command.’  

  So, here’s what she told her parishioners. ‘Each January 1, put God first, and honor Him with the first of our substance, by sewing a first fruits offering of one month’s pay. That is a big sacrifice, but it is a seed for the harvest, that I’m believing for, in the coming year. And God always 

 provides.’ 

  What? You’d better provide us with a twelfth of your salary. She’s trying to convince people to give her a significant portion of their pay. And we’re not talking about rich people. Like she’s not hanging out with the Koch brothers, and you know asking for maybe a thousand bucks at the 

 beginning. No, she’s like, these parishioners are not wealthy people, and 
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 she’s totally taking advantage of them. Look, I know that there are 

 members of the audience who think, well if these people are not smart enough to avoid getting scammed, then they’re getting scammed, that’s on them. But you’ve got to remember, religion for a lot of people is something that they turn to when they need hope, and to know that they get exploited like this, you know, we should do what we can to help them.” 



What does the non-Christian community, what do they recognize 

with this behavior? Even they know. We need to speak up because this is 

obvious manipulation, and poor people typically are being ripped off at the expense of these people getting rich. The lost know this, now what’s sad is this so-called pastor, White, she’s not a pastor, Paula White, is not only the chair of this Board, but listen to who else is on this Spiritual Advisory Board, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, James Robison. Remember our 

previous studies, he and Copeland are chumming up with the Pope saying 


the Pope is the greatest guy ever, we need to work with the Catholic 

Church. He’s on there, Tom Winters, if you don’t know him, he represents Joel Osteen’s Church. These are just some of the people that are on this Spiritual Advisory Board influencing our president. One guy said: 

1)   This is a den of wolves in this group. 

2)   They control major messaging platforms online, print and 

 megachurches around the country. 

3)   Who will become the inside spokesman for this group and who they access within the White House? This could be very bad for the 

 Remnant. 

4)   Who was responsible for the vetting of these people to be on this advisory committee and what role will that person have in the 

 White House? 

5)   Am I the only thinking … ‘Houston … we have a problem.’” 



Yeah, I’m glad that our president wants to have a so-called 

Christian Advisory Board, but I’m grieved that of all people, and I agree with this guy, how did these guys get on here. This is not a good 

representation of true Biblical Christianity. That’s not the kind of advice that I want our president to hear, and let’s say, all of a sudden, he bought 
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into this. I hope he doesn’t. But what if President Trump started touting off some of this prosperity gospel, he’s got enough troubles as it is. It’s crazy and it’s sad. God did not come to make us rich and healthy; He came to 

rescue us from hell. I hope that was what was shared with President 

Trump. I hope it’s part of the gospel that they said he received back in 2016. But I’ve got my questions, because if you’re going to compromise 

on the Biblical position regarding church leadership, is it any surprise you’ll compromise even the gospel?   
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 Chapter Sixteen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Prosperity Gospel 

In the last chapter we began to delve into the aberrant beliefs of the 

Charismatic Movement, with the first one being female pastors. There we 

saw the Bible repeatedly saying that a pastor can only be a male. I 

Timothy,  repeated the pronoun “he” over and over again, reiterating that women cannot have authority over the men. We also saw that repeated in 

the Book of Titus. God is not a sexist. He is following the order of 

creation, from the very beginning, for the home and the church. 



But both the Charismatic Movement and feminism come along and 

say, “Nope, I don’t care what the Bible says,” and they start listing off their excuses or rip passages of the Bible, out of context, to try to justify their desires. Which, as we saw, was a part of the curse. 



The second aberrant belief is what’s called the prosperity gospel, 

which is not the gospel at all, and it won’t make you prosperous. The only people getting rich are the hucksters and false teachers that are promoting this lie. It’s also called the Word of Faith Movement. Or in other words, 

“Name it and claim it” or “Blab it and grab it.” Little do people realize, that the rip-off behavior, and false teachings, of the Word of Faith 

Movement, is exactly what the Bible said would come in the Last Days. 
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II Peter 2:1-3: “But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 

destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them – 

bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their 

shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. In their 

greed, these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. 

Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 

destruction has not been sleeping.” 



The word for  disrepute is “blasphemeo” – speak evil of. And the 

word  exploit comes from the word “emporeomai” – use a person or thing for gain, like a product, a means to an end. In other words, you don’t want to be in their camp when Judgment Day comes! As you can see, the Bible 

clearly says, in the future, in the Last Days, that people in the church would actually be led astray. “Well, you see, God told me, I was there, and He gave me a word, it was Psalms 126. He told me to tell you that you 

need to sow a seed for $126.00. But for some of you, it’s $12,600.00.” 

That is a made-up story. God didn’t tell you that. But that is what they’re doing. It’s exactly this verse. Isn’t it wild?? You turn these guys on TV and it’s II Peter 2. It even tells you the damage it is going to do. But God sees all of this, and I wouldn’t want to be in their camp. 



The Bible says, in the future, this is a sign that you can expect to 

see in the church. It’s not just false teachers, but you are going to see specific false teachers who are greedy, and who are exploiting people in the church, for their money. In other words, they’re going to be ripping Christians off their cash with stories they have made up. Which is 

basically, what I just described. That is the bulk of Christian TV. That’s all the stuff that’s out there. It gets to me today! We not only have the real gospel, and we are doing our best to get that out. God is doing great 

works. But these guys are racking in millions and millions. They own 

these satellites with opportunities to reach the world for Christ, and of all things they are pumping out, is this baloney. It’s crazy, but that’s exactly what is going on. 



People in the church, en masse, are being led astray by false 

teachers, who are manipulating them of their money. Exactly like the 

Bible said would happen, when you’re living in the Last Days! We know 
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this is a false teaching. But how many realize that even like the rise of earthquakes, famines, pestilence, and wars, when you see these guys on 

so-called Christian TV, these are signs that we are in the Last Days. 



Now, the way they do this, is they play on people’s emotions, and 

they give them false hope. Typically, it’s people who are down and out, or who are basically poor. They’re not just ripping people off. No wonder He says their condemnation has not been sleeping. Several years ago, when I was teaching on the Book of James, if you remember, if you want to get 

on God’s bad side, be mean to the poor. These guys are ripping them off. 

Now let me give you some samplings of some various guys, that are in the Word Faith Movement. What is this “name it and claim it?” What is this 

prosperity gospel? Here’s what they say, “Perfect wealth, perfect health.” 

But let me give you some actual quotes. 



FALSE TEACHERS: PERFECT WEALTH 

Jesse Duplantis:  “The very first thing on Jesus’ agenda was to get rid of poverty.” 

   

What? No! It was to get rid of the penalty of sin and rescue us 

from eternal damnation in hell. Amen? But poverty, are you kidding me? 

But again, He came so you can be perfectly wealthy. That’s an 

abomination! 

Fredrick Price:  “The apostles were businessmen. They were rich men and had plenty of money. I’m going to show you that Jesus was a wealthy man and had plenty of money. Jesus and the disciples were rich, only rich people could take off for 3.5 years.”  



Read the Scripture. They were supported by other people. Not 

because He was so rich that He had a big retirement account, that they 

were siphoning off funds. 

John Avanzini:  “Jesus was handling big money because that treasurer He had, was a thief. Now, you can’t tell me that a ministry with a treasurer that’s a thief can operate on a few pennies. It took a lot of money to 
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 operate that ministry, because Judas was stealing out of that bag. If you have a treasurer, that means you have a lot of money.”  



Every church I have ever pastored had a treasurer. It didn’t mean 

that you had a lot of money. 

Creflo Dollar:  “I’m telling you, Jesus wasn’t poor, and He didn’t wear no rags, either. Like how we march in these little Easter plays, that we do, at our church, with those raggedy sheets on. Jesus didn’t have no rags on. He wore designer clothes, honey!”  



He became poor for our sakes, that we might be rich. Not 

monetarily rich, but rich in Spiritual blessings. I’ve said this so many times. If all Jesus did was to come and rescue us from eternal damnation in hell, isn’t that enough? 

John Avanzini:  “Jesus wore designer clothes. Well, what else are you gonna call it? I mean, you didn’t get the stuff He wore off the rack. No, this was custom stuff.”  

Creflo Dollar:  “But without faith stuff, you have no stuff, because faith stuff is the stuff of all stuff. Take away the faith stuff, you ain’t got no stuff. 

 You get faith stuff, and you can get some more stuff, because you got the main stuff. Now, did you get all that stuff?” 



Somebody’s stuffed all right. They are stuffed with false teaching. 

But again, he thinks it’s faith force. It’s like Hinduism, but  shhhh,  don’t say that. Call it faith! It’s the power of your word. If you get that faith thing and you apply that, because you are a little god on this earth, and you can use the power of your faith with the word. You can create riches. 

Robert Tilton:  “The only time people were poor in the Bible is when they were ‘under a curse’ and ‘being poor is a sin.’”  

Fredrick Price:  “The whole point I’m trying to get you to see is – to get you out of this malaise of thinking that Jesus and the disciples were poor 
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 and then relating that to you. The Bible says that He has left us an example that we should follow in His steps. That’s the reason why I drive a Rolls Royce. I’m following Jesus’ steps.”   



Are you serious? They walked wherever they went. Now, if you 

wanted to say that they drove a Honda, maybe. Because the Bible says that the disciples were all of one “accord.” 



FALSE TEACHERS: PERFECT HEALTH 



Benny Hinn:  “Sickness does not belong to you. It has no part in the Body of Christ. Sickness does not belong to any of us. The Bible declares if the Word of God is in our life, there will be health, there will be no sickness for the saint of God. That means not even a headache, sinus problem, not even a toothache – nothing! No sickness should come your way.”  



You mean you have never gone to the hospital; you’ve never taken 

cold medicine. Oh, and by the way, that picture of Mr. Hinn was taken 

about 30 years ago. Have you seen some of his latest pictures. His face is falling down, what’s the matter, is he losing his faith? It’s showing on his face. 







If we have perfect health, why are we getting older. We’re 

wrinkling, our bodies are falling apart. Liar! It’s crazy! 
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Kenneth Hagin:  “It is the plan of our Father God, in His great love and His great mercy, that no believer should ever be sick.”  



Really? Paul said that he left Tropanes sick, was it because he 

didn’t have enough faith? 

Kenneth Copeland:  “You begin to meditate on those Scriptures until you build an inner image of yourself healed, (Hinduism/New Age). As that image grows, more crisp and clear, you begin to expect – or hope for – 

 that image to become a reality. You’ll be expecting the very presence of God to rise up in you so powerfully that instead of believing for healing every six weeks, you’ll walk in divine health every day!”  



And again, that’s probably a picture from at least 30 years ago. 



He doesn’t look like that any more. Apparently, he’s not walking in 

divine healing. He’s losing his faith or face or both. 

Marilyn Hickey:  “Say to your body, you’re whole, body! Why, you just function so beautifully and so well. Why, body, you never have any 

 problems. You’re a strong, healthy body. Speak to your leg, speak to your foot, speak to your neck, speak to your back; and once you have spoken and believe that you have received, don’t go back on it. Speak to your wife, speak to your husband, speak to your circumstances, and speak faith to them, to create in them, and God will create what you are speaking.”  
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No, He won’t. He’s not a butler. He’s not a cosmic sugar daddy in 

the sky. He’s God and He will do whatever He wants to do. Now, maybe 

He will choose to heal, but because you speak it and say it, you don’t have Godlike power. Who do you think you are? God? 

Fredrick Price:  “How can you glorify God in your body, when it doesn’t function right? How can you glorify God? How can He get glory when 

 your body doesn’t even work? What makes you think the Holy Ghost wants to live inside a body where He can’t see out through the windows, and He can’t hear with the ears? What makes you think the Holy Spirit wants to live inside of a physical body where the limbs and the organs and the cells do not function right?”  



Every person who has ever got or has, at this moment in life, 

including Joni Erikson Tada, who is a quadriplegic, who, by the way, God is using in a massive way, globally, in that condition. But everybody with a condition, these hucksters just put a stake in their hearts! And we wonder why there’s this massive falling away in these Last Days from the church! 

Are you kidding me? I’d run too from this baloney! You wonder why the 

world is mocking and laughing and why there is a falling away? “If that’s Christianity, there’s those wacko Christians again! Stay away from them 

because all they want is your money.” They are manipulating people with 

false hopes of so-called fabulous riches and so-called perfect health. 



But there’s a catch. You see, you have to send them your money to 

get these supposed free financial blessings or healing from God. 

Somebody is getting wealthy. And in exchange for sowing a financial seed into their ministry, they will send you the latest religious trinket to get rich or to get your healing. For instance, to acquire these untold riches and healings, right now you can send off for a genuine faith nail, prayer cloth, prayer candle, paper prayer rug, anointing oil, and that’s right, a cornmeal miracle packet. I’m not making this up! You give them money and they 

will give you a product and then supposedly you will get a blessing. And lest you think I’m kidding, listen to these guys yourself. They’ve got all kinds of gimmicks. Check this out! 
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Kerney Thomas:  Do you need a miracle from God? Well, I want to rush you one of my anointed prayer handkerchiefs in the mail absolutely free of charge.” 

  Woman:  “Ever since I’ve used it, my neck stopped hurting and my whole body started feeling good. Not only physically, but also financially, by bringing my mortgage up to date, that was 3 months delinquent.” 

  Pastor:  “Guess what? This is real! This is the anointing of the Spirit of God, indwelling to break the curse of poverty. The generational curse is off of you, your home, your life, and your business.” 

  Announcer:  “Call for this visible point of contact. Get into the position to receive God’s best for you and your loved ones.” 

  2nd Woman:  “I got $28,000.00.” 

  3rd Woman:  “I received one check for over $50,000.00. Whatever he says to do, do it. 

  Announcer:  “With every bite from this Heavenly cake, you’ll feel empowered, encouraged to move into all that God has for you. Take the first step to a new life. Call the number on your screen and get your free packet of the Miracle Manna bread today.” 

  Announcer #2:  “Today, take Him as your senior partner. Make a $1,000.00 vow of faith and as God begins to provide, listen to me, and as God begins to multiply, that’s all God’s saying, He will just keep it watered, donate your seed, fulfill your vow.” 

  Pastor Popoff:  “I see many blessings coming to you!” 

  Kerney Thomas:  “Oh, I feel the anointing of God, ohhh the miracles that can happen in your life.”  



  Pastor Popoff:  “Money is coming to you! That’s right, miracle money! 
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 Divine transfers. I want to show you how to get yourself into a position, so that you can receive.” 

  Man in the congregation:  “I can feel it now, I can feel it.” 



I feel myself getting ripped off. Can you believe this? Again, we 

laugh at it, but it’s sad when you think about it. Again, 2,000 years ago, what did the Apostle Peter write down? What’s going to come in the future in the church? False teachers. They are going to exploit you; they’re going to rip you off. They are going to blaspheme God’s Word, and it’s all going to be about what? Money. 



But that’s not all. When you follow the secret formula on how to 

pray for your financial blessing or healing, these people promise to 

personally pray for a 100-fold increase, to your generous donation. God 

always works on this mathematical formula. And don’t give it to God or to your local church, it’s got to go to these guys. These guys aren’t seeking Jesus Christ, they’re not encouraging people to seek Jesus Christ. They are encouraging people to do what they are doing, and it’s called greed. They are not seeking out Jesus Christ, they are seeking cash. And they are 

encouraging people to do it, but in order for people to do it, these guys don’t have to invest squat. They trick people into giving them their money. 

And you might be thinking, “Come on! Nobody in the church is ever 

going to fall for this wacky stuff.” But as I stated earlier, right now, shelves in every Christian bookstore across America are full of this stuff! 



Now, this is not only what is going on, which is clearly a false 

teaching, and it’s a sign that we are living in the last days, but they have a backdoor policy. There are people who have come, and they don’t know 

better, maybe they are young Christians or maybe they are Christians, but they have never been discipled, they were never really taught the Word of God. As we saw, that is one of the downplays of much of the Charismatic 

Movement. It’s all about experience, and low on getting into the Bible. So, I’m not saying that they aren’t saved. Maybe they are hurting and maybe 

they are going through a financial crisis. Maybe they do have health 

problems, they don’t know any better. So, they go to these guys and guess what, nothing happens. And then you know what these hucksters have the 

audacity to do? It’s not their fault, it’s yours! Because, either you have 
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some secret sin that you didn’t confess, or you didn’t apply enough faith, or you didn’t sow a big enough seed into my ministry. Now that’s sick! 



So, when it doesn’t work you blame it on the person that you just 

ripped off, which is the poor and the needy. Don’t want to be you on 

judgment day. This is why, not only is the non-Christian laughing and 

mocking, but this is a big turnoff. I could tell you of people who early on, in their walk with Jesus Christ, they didn’t know better. They didn’t know, it was just what brother or sister so-n-so did, that was what the church did, they first went and did, what they were taught. You just kind of go along with it until you get into the Bible and then go, “Okay, that’s really not right.” They just kind of go along with this, thinking this is really the way it is. And then this is how some people get snookered into this. I know 

born-again Christians who have been caught up in this gospel of greed, 

prosperity gospel. But then after a while they realized that this was just a sham. 



Now some keep moving forward, but some get so disgruntled that 

they never swing back. I’m not saying they lost their salvation, because you can’t, but they get so hurt by these guys behavior, that not only is it a horrible witness to the lost, even they know better, and they laugh and they mock Christians, and it hurts the church. And then, some don’t ever get 

active in serving Christ anymore, because they are so hurt. And these guys are to blame for this. But the Bible is clear. Does the Bible teach that we, on this side of Heaven, that we are guaranteed perfect wealth to the point to where you are a millionaire, like these guys, multiple millionaires, and that you will always have divine health, every day, like they are saying? 



SCRIPTURE ON SUFFERING 

•  Psalms 34:19 “A righteous man may have many troubles, but the 

Lord delivers him from them all. 

•  Isaiah 48:10 “See I have refined you though not as silver, I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.” 

•  Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are 

you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds 

of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
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great is your reward in Heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

•  Matthew 24:9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted 

and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of 

Me.” 

•  II Timothy 3:10-12 “You, however, know all about my teaching, 

my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, 

persecutions, sufferings – what kinds of things happened to me in 

Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the 

Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants to 

live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

•  Acts 14:21-22 “They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium 

and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to 

remain true to the faith. ‘We must go through many hardships to 

enter the Kingdom of God,’ they said.” 

•  Philippians 1:29 “For it has been granted to you on behalf of 

Christ not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for Him, since 

you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now 

hear that I still have.” 

•  Philippians 3:10 “I want to know Christ and the power of His 

resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, 

becoming like Him in His death.” 

•  I Peter 5:9 “Resist him (devil) standing firm in the faith because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing 

the same kind of sufferings.” 

•  I Peter 4:12,13 “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were 

happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings 

of Christ.” 



The Bible says this is not Heaven, Heaven comes later. And the 

promise, the good news, is that, yes you are going to be persecuted, you’re going to have hardships, especially if you really live for Jesus. It’s going to happen. Plus, we still have the same sin nature, we’re still on this cursed planet, If you live longer, your body falls apart, it’s going to happen. If the 
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Rapture doesn’t happen, 100% of the time, throughout human history, this is one of the easiest things to verify. Do you know how Christians get to Heaven? You’re going to die! “Well, you shouldn’t die, because you are 

walking in divine health every day, if you just sow a seed to my ministry.” 

If the Rapture doesn’t happen, your body is going to fall apart. It’s going to happen. And you are going to die. But then you get to the place where there is no sin, the streets are made of gold, it’s going to be awesome. But that’s later, that’s not here. These people are ripping people off of their cash. 



There is a plethora of examples throughout the Bible declaring that 

yes, we the Christian, are going to encounter suffering in this world. It’s all over the Bible! Yet, one of the Word of Faith teachers, Kenneth 

Copeland, actually had the audacity to say this about God. That, “God is the biggest failure.” 

Kenneth Copeland:  “I was shocked when I found out who the biggest failure in the Bible actually is. When anybody asks, ‘Who’s the biggest failure?’ They say, ‘Jesus.’ Somebody else would say, ‘No, I think it’s Adam.’ Well, how about the devil. He’s the most consistent failure, but he’s not the biggest. In terms of material failure, and so forth, the biggest failure in the Bible is God. Don’t you turn that set off. You sit still for just a minute. You know me well enough that I wouldn’t say something that isn’t found in the Bible. He lost His top, most anointed, high-ranking angel, the first man He ever created, the first woman He ever created, the whole earth, and all the fullness therein, a third of the angels, at least. That’s a big loss man. You figure it out, that’s a lot of real estate, gone down the drain. Now, the reason that you don’t think of God as a failure, He never said He was a failure.”  



Because He’s not! But you say He is and you’re laughing about it. 

Let me quote this, “And their condemnation has not been long hanging 

over them and their destruction has not been sleeping.” And the irony 

again, is that we have seen other video clips of others, not just houses, but lavish mansions, and when they travel, they stay in hotel rooms at 

$10,000.00 per night, or more. They don’t just drive cars, but expensive Cadillacs and not just Cadillacs but SUV Cadillacs. They have multiple 

[image: Image 25]
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million-dollar jets, not just million-dollar jets, but now multiple million-dollar jets, and this just came out, on Inside Addition. The reporter ran and caught Kenneth Copeland, just as he was getting ready to get into his car. 

She asked, “Can you justify how you can fly around in these jets, and you don’t fly commercially like everyone else? He said that he didn’t want to fly around in a tube full of demons. They called him on it. And watch his eyes. Something weird is going on. 

Reporter:  “Okay getting 

 back to the comment. You 

 said that you don’t like to 

 fly commercially, because 

 you don’t want to get into a 

 tube with a bunch of 

 demons. Do really believe 

 that human beings are 

 demons?” 

  Kenneth Copeland:  “No, I do not, and don’t you ever say I did! We wrestle not with flesh and blood, but principalities and powers.” 

  Reporter:  “Can you explain what you meant by that term then. Just explain because it’s really simple. You said you didn’t want to get into a tube with a bunch of demons. What did you mean? Do you think that 

 people that fly commercially are demons?” 

  Kenneth Copeland:  “If you give me a chance to talk, sweetheart, I’ll explain it to you. It’s a Biblical thing, it’s a Spiritual thing. It doesn’t have anything to do with people.” 



JESUS MINGLED WITH SINNERS TO SAVE THE LOST 

Matthew 9:10: “And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his 

disciples.” 
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Kenneth Copeland:  “People, I love people. Jesus loves people, but people get pushed into alcohol, do you think that’s a good place for a preacher to be and prepare to go preach to a lot of people. When 

 somebody in there is dragging some woman down an aisle. It made me so mad to see that on television, I wanted to punch the guy out myself. I can’t be doing that while I am getting ready to preach.” 

  Reporter:  “Then you just don’t like to be around sinful people, or hurtful people. Is that what you’re saying?” 

  Kenneth Copeland:  “It’s not the people, lady. Back during the days that we couldn’t do anything else. We had to travel commercial.” 



BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS IN LAMB CLOTHING 







Hot off the press! He got caught, big time. I wish I had time to 

show the rest of the video. He just stammered and stuttered, and she 

wouldn’t let it go. He’s got his own private jet. But last time I checked, sometimes when you fly commercial, which is how I fly all the time, you 

get to witness to people. There’re positive things that can happen in that tube full of demons. But that’s not what it’s about. 



Did you know that the apostle Peter was profoundly used by God 

and to my knowledge, he never once owned an Armani suit or drove a 

single Cadillac? Did you know the Apostle Paul didn’t have his own 

private Jet? In fact, did you know, there’s no record of him, or any 

apostles, chanting an Old Testament prayer over and over again in order to increase the size of his ministry. But, what we do know, is that Apostle Peter clearly warned us that this kind of monetary manipulation would 

come by false teachers, in the church, in the Last Days! And it’s happening right now! We had better wake up! When are we going to wake up, in the 

church, and call this for what it is? This false teaching is not only a sign you’re living in the Last Days, but it’s been going on for a long time in the Charismatic Movement. At least this guy had the guts to admit it. 

Narrator:  “Marjoe Gortner was a famous child evangelist who learned the tricks of the trade, utilized by many of today’s religious charlatans. 
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 Officially ordained at the age of 4, he was the talk of the revival circuit. 

 Large halls would fill with people who came to hear this young, 

 charismatic boy preach. As Marjoe grew into manhood, he continued his 

 ‘profession’, preaching in tent revivals, making thousands of dollars, deceiving large crowds. 

  In the late 60s, Marjoe decided to leave the ‘ministry’ but take one last ride on the revival tent trail – only this time to expose himself to the world! 

 With a team of producers and TV cameras, he filmed his own 

 documentary, and showed the world how he duped people out of the 

 money, pretending to be a Christian evangelist. Marjoe confessed that he didn’t even believe that God existed. 

  Marjoe, (preaching as a child):  “I thank God for my fine Christian mother, who’s led me to Jesus, be thankful if you had a good Christian mother, that could teach you how to pray more, instead of drinking 

 cocktails and smoking those filthy old cigarettes. We would have a better America, better women, and not so many juvenile delinquents.” 

  Marjoe, (an adult):  “There were gestures, like when I said Jesus, my arms would have to go out, and when I said the devil, my arms would go forward. And she had this incredible set of signals. Like if she said, ‘Oh Jesus,’ I was going too slow. If she said, ‘Glory to God,’ that meant, you had better speed up and go a little bit faster. Then later on she came up with more signals like, ‘Praise God,’ you’ve got the people where you need them, you better take an offering and raise some money.” 

  Marjoe, (preaching as an adult):  “Hallelujah, hallelujah, raise your hands and worship the Lord. Praise Him tonight. Hallelujah. (gibberish) Oh, God is so real tonight. If you don’t feel the Holy Ghost tonight, you are dead and you don’t know it. So, why don’t you praise Him? Why don’t you call upon His name? Why don’t you worship the Lord tonight? Lift up your hands and praise Him. Hallelujah, hallelujah.” 

   The organ music gets louder, and he proceeds to walk down into the crowd and starts to place his hands on different peoples’ foreheads, and then they 
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fall to the floor. He is holding a man’s head in his hands repeating,   ‘Say Jesus, say Jesus.’  The man is shedding tears as he falls backwards.   

  Narrator:  “Notice the reaction of Marjoe’s admirers. They responded to his magnetism in an identical fashion as we often see people respond in packed out stadiums, featuring popular preachers today, such as Benny Hinn and others. 

  Marjoe:  “When you say, you’re saved, and then you get the fire of baptism, when you get the Holy Ghost, and that’s the tongues thing. They love to work people over. You’ve got to shoot in on this when you see people gathering around, when you see them laying hands on them, and praying over someone, you’ve got to come in with the camera. It’s very important because they will be laying hands on someone, saying ‘Thank you Jesus’ to a person that is already saved, but they think they are getting the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Someone will be standing there speaking gibberish, and the other person will be standing there not saying anything. 

 After a while a 4th guy will come and gather around and start doing the same thing. They say, ‘speak it out, speak it out.’ All of a sudden, the person will get so overwhelmed with them standing around speaking 

 gibberish, that he starts spouting out what sounds like the same thing and they tell him, ‘You’ve got it.’ Good, we’ve got another one. Then they will go on to the next person.” 

   Behind the scenes Marjoe is in his hotel room and he is dumping a paper bag full of money on his bed. He is counting out his money and saying,   

 “Jesus is so good to me tonight. Hallelujah, thank you Jesus. Praise the Lord. Glory, Glory, Hallelujah. I feel good in my soul. I’m sure doing better than I did in the old days.” 

  Marjoe: “ There is this one guy that gets into it so heavily, that he prophesies, and he told me, (looking right across the table, back and forth), and he told me how he confiscated money on this radio station, in over 40 states. He’ll go on the radio and say, ‘I’m listening to that little voice tonight. There’s some little lady out there, and you’ve $10.00 put away in a cookie jar. Now God spoke to my heart, and He told me to tell 
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 you to get that $10.00, put it in the mail and send to me, and God will bless you. God will give you a reward, that you’ve never known before.’ 

 Then he comes back to me and says, ‘If you’re on the radio and you’re going to over 40 states and you’re on at prime time, thousands of people will listen. The chances are that are at least 200-300 little old ladies who have a $10.00 bill in a cookie jar. So, if you get a couple hundred to send it to you, that’s two grand, that you made, just like that. If you’re going to get into big time, this is the game you have to play. It’s a business and you work it as a business.” 

  Marjoe, (preaching):  “God is going to do something for you.” 

  Marjoe:  “Then I turn around to the crowd and say, ‘Do you believe it?’ 

 Everyone says yes, but without much enthusiasm. I repeat the question because they have to be louder to show more faith.” 

  While he is talking to a girl, he is telling her that when he lays hands on her she needs to shake. He explains how he is going to pray the prayer, and everyone is praying and then he will yell, ‘In the name of Jesus,’ and she will fall backwards. He tells her, ‘By this time if the shock doesn’t get you’ … and they laugh. ‘Once you get one or two, that really come off, with a bad back leg or a bad back, and I pray over them, they do feel better, because it is psychosomatic.’ 



In other words, it’s a bunch of baloney. But the reason that that 

video is that quality is because that came out in the early 70s. He exposed the whole thing, the whole racket. My question is, why is it still continuing today? Why isn’t that enough proof to say, “Wow, I should have been 

sticking with the Bible. Peter told me this is a sign that we are living in the Last Days.” And by the way, he didn’t even know Jesus. He wasn’t saved 

and he was doing this! Do you think some of these other guys are in the 

same spiritual shape? They say Jesus, they say Hallelujah, they put their hands on peoples’ foreheads. But they surely take an offering too, don’t they? 



Now to answer that question as to why this has continued on. And 

let me remind you of Peter Popoff, who was exposed on the Johnny 
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Carson Show, and he went belly up, overnight. He is now back, in full 

force. How did he make it past this expose, and with the documentary by 

Marjoe. He kept going and then he got caught and then he came back. 

Because the church refuses to speak up. We are a bunch of chicken livers when it comes to name calling. But the Bible says that you need to call 

them out by name. 



But we’re told, not to talk about God’s anointed. Well, you haven’t 

got God’s anointing, I don’t know if you’re even saved. “Well, you 

shouldn’t talk about other ministers.” Well, you’re not ministering the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. That’s a false gospel. If you read the Bible, you will see that a pastor/shepherd is not only one who only feeds the sheep, a shepherd protects the sheep. The shepherd carries a staff for a reason. You call them out. And you call them out by name. But these guys, that are 

running the sham, have conditioned us to not call out names. That’s not 

Christian. Excuse me! What Bible are you reading? It’s actually a bad 

pastor who keeps his mouth shut. The good pastor, as Paul instructed 

young Timothy, said, “You better call them out by name.” Because, how 

else are people going to get to know. 

I Timothy 1:18-20: “Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following 

them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good 

conscience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith. 

Among them Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to 

satan to be taught not to blaspheme.” 

II Timothy 2:16-18: “Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. Their teaching will spread like 

gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have wandered 

away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken 

place, and they destroy the faith of some.” 

III John 1:9-10: “I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will have nothing to do with us. So, if I come, I will call attention to what he is doing, gossiping maliciously about us.” 
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People, I’ll say it again, when in the world are we going to wake 

up in the church, and call this heresy for what it is? These Word Faith 

teachers are false teachers, and they need to be called out on the carpet by name, like this Pastor did! 

Donny Swaggert:  “And you listen to me, everyone of you ‘prosperity preachers’. Jesus Christ did not die on the cross, He did not take the stripes on his back, He did not take the crown on his head, His side was not pierced, so that we can drive Rolls Royce and buy $12,000.00 dogs and live in $40 million dollar homes. He died on the cross to save mankind from the power of sin and the grip of darkness. Shame on you! Shame on you! Man’s problem is not the kind of suit he wears or what kind of house he lives in or what kind of car he drives, man’s problem is sin. And man needs a Savior, and that Savior is Jesus Christ. There must be a 

 reformation of the cross. 

  You’re not getting it. I said, there must be a reformation of the cross. The church must come back. ‘For God so loved the world that He gave His 

 only begotten Son, (John 3.16).’ The church must have a reformation of Christ and Him crucified, (I Corinthians 2:2). I’m angry! I’m mad! I’m tired of God’s people being fleeced. Listen, you better hang on and buckle your seat belts. We don’t need any more prosperity pimps leading the church into Spiritual Idolatry. I said, we don’t need any more prosperity pimps leading the church down a primrose path to destruction. We don’t need any more snake oil salesmen. 

  We need men of God who will stand behind a pulpit and preach the gospel. 

 I’m going to say it again. If you’re preaching that lie of greed, you are a prosperity pimp. I said, if you’re gospel, is the gospel of greed, you are a prosperity pimp. And you are going to stand before God and give an 

 account for every single message that you preached on that. You’re going to die and go to hell because you are prostituting the Word of God. Men are bound by alcohol, and you are prostituting the Word of God, 

 Homosexuals are bound in their sin and you are prostituting the Word of Jesus Christ. Prosperity pimps. Let me tell you what’s going on. Let me tell you what’s going to happen. Jesus said, when He walked into the Temple 
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 ‘My house shall be called the house of prayer. But ye have made it a den of thieves.’ (Matthew 21:13) You are thieves. And let me remind you what happened, He cleaned the place out, and He’s going to clean the place out again. Your days are numbered, your day is numbered. He’s about ready to turn over those tables. He’s about ready to throw you out. ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer.’ Where people can get saved. I’m sick and tired of preachers that we don’t act like Christians in this church. They don’t want you, but Jesus wants you. I don’t care if you don’t have shoes on your feet, Jesus wants you. I don’t care if you don’t have two dimes to your name, Jesus wants you. I don’t care if you don’t know where your next meal is. Jesus wants you. 

  Where, tonight, are the preachers? That will stand up and take a stand. 

 Where are they? We need some Jeremiahs, we need some Daniels, we need some Isaiahs, we need some Jehoshaphat’s, we need some Davids, we 

 need some Hezekiah’s, that say, ‘I’m sick and tired of a dirty temple. It’s time to clean it out.” 

   

Amen and Amen! And when you see how this false teaching, not 

only rips people off of their cash, but leads them away from the true Christ and His calling for us, it should make you sick, like this guy share. 

 “I don’t know what you feel about the prosperity gospel, the health, wealth, and prosperity gospel, but I’ll tell you what I feel about it - hatred. 

 It is not the gospel. It’s being exported from this country to Africa and Asia. Selling a bill of goods to the poorest of the poor. 

  Believe this message, and your pigs won’t die, and your wife won’t have miscarriages, and you’ll have rings on your fingers, and coats on your back. That’s coming out of America. The people that ought to be giving our money, and our time, and our lives, are instead, selling a bunch of (bleep) called gospel. 

  Here's the reason it is so horrible. When was the last time that any American, African, Asian ever said ‘Jesus is all satisfying because you drove a BMW?’ NEVER. They’ll say, ‘Did Jesus give you that? Well, I’ll 
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 take Jesus.’ That’s idolatry! That’s not the gospel. That’s elevating gifts above the giver. 

  I’ll tell you what makes Jesus look beautiful. It’s when you smash your car, and your little girl goes flying through the windshield and lands dead on the street and you say, through the deepest possible pain. ‘God is enough’ 

  He is good. He will take care of us. He will satisfy us. He will get us through this. He is our treasure. Whom have I in Heaven but you? And on earth there is nothing that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart and my little girl may fail, but you are the strength of my heart, and my portion forever. 

  That makes God look glorious. As God, is not of giver of cars or safety or health. Oh, how I pray that America would be purged of the health, 

 wealth, and prosperity gospel and that the Christian church would be marked by the suffering for Christ. 

  God is most glorified in you, when you are most satisfied in Him, in the midst of loss not prosperity.” 

   

In other words, we are losing our witness. It is not only that we are 

living in the Last Days, it’s not only a false gospel, and a false teaching. 

It’s not only sad, it’s sick, and it’s a horrid witness to the lost. This just came out. I believe his name is John Oliver, I believe he’s with HBO. And even the lost knows that this is a bunch of baloney. And even though they know this is a travesty, because we’re not doing anything about it, we’re not speaking up about it, they are mocking us. They’re blaspheming God’s Word, because we as Christian’s all get lumped with those guys. The 

world doesn’t know the difference. But they know enough to know that 

these guys are a bunch of hucksters. 

John Oliver:  “This is about the churches that exploit people’s faith for monetary gain. And when I say that, you probably think about the 1980s televangelists like this guy.” 
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Robert Tilton:  “I’m just getting into a prophetic vein. (gibberish) Someone with a digestive tract problem, we’ve seen midgets grow, we’ve seen arms and legs that have stopped growing because of the growth cells that stopped. (gibberish) I don’t make this stuff up.” 

  John Oliver:  “Please, please, you can’t say that you can’t make this stuff up. Just seconds ago, you said, (made up gibberish). That man is Robert Tilton. Though he, like many televangelists, was caught up in an expose, decades ago, but he never really went away. Although you may not be 

 aware of it, televangelism is still thriving in this country and Robert Tilton is just a very small part of it. There were several large media networks devoted to televangelism, including Daystar, TBN, and Inspiration 

 Ministries, and the preachers that appear on them can have incredible lifestyles. Just earlier this year a man named Creflo Dollar got people’s attention with this bold request.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “Pastor Creflo Dollar of the World Changers International, is facing harsh criticism after starting a fundraising campaign to buy this $65 million dollar luxury private jet.” 

  Creflo Dollar:  “If I want to believe God for a $65 million dollar plane, you cannot stop me from dreaming.” 

  John Oliver:  “That’s probably because they preach something called the prosperity gospel. Which argues that wealth is a sign of God’s favor, and donations will come in wealth and health, back to you. I know that takes the form of seed faith, with the notion that donations are seeds that you will one day get to harvest. Let me show you that in action.” 

  James Payne, televangelist:  “The size of your seed will determine the size of your harvest. I don’t understand why, but there is something that happens at a level where people step into faith and give $1,000.00 that doesn’t happen at other levels.” 

  Todd Coontz, televangelist:  “You’re going to have a breakthrough with this $273.00 seed.” 
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Henry Fernandez, televangelist:  “All you’ve got is $1,000.00. Listen, that’s not enough money anyway, to buy the house. You’re trying to get an apartment. You can’t buy the house, that’s not enough money anyway. You get to that phone, and you get that seed in the ground, and watch God work it out.” 

  John Oliver:  “The argument is, sow your money in the ground and you will reap returns, multiple times over, except as an investment you would be better off burying your money in the actual ground, at least that way your dog may dig it up and give it back to you one day. But it can get even more predatory, if say, you don’t have $1,000.00 or have significant credit card debt. Seed faith can still work for you.” 

  Mike Murdock, televangelist:  “I have a feeling that somebody that wants their credit card wiped out, that if you use your faith as you sow, as you sow the $1,000.00 on a credit card, as you use your faith, God is going to wipe out your credit card indebtedness.” 

  John Oliver:  “Think about that. That is the equivalent of saying that the key to you losing weight is at the bottom of this giant Costco bulk package of peanut butter M&M’s. Go find it, it’s definitely down there. And all of this would be amusing if the targets of these messages weren’t often vulnerable people, like Bonnie Parker. She did not seek medical treatment for cancer, instead choosing to sow money to Kenneth Copeland’s church. 

 I’ll let her daughter pick it up from there.” 

  Kristi Beach, Bonnie Parker’s daughter:  “I started finding notebooks not long after she passed away. She believed, and I know she believed that if she sowed enough seed, which is money, the greater the number of seed that you sow, according to them, the better chance you have. The better chance you have of getting healed.” 

  John Oliver:  “At this point I think it’s clear that seed faith is the most disgusting seed faith concept. Look at Robert Tilton. If you ever send him a donation, you cannot imagine what happens. And luckily, you don’t have to imagine because - and we should probably come clean here, we have 
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 been involved in correspondence with Robert Tilton’s church, for the last seven months, to try and find out what he tells people. So, settle in because this is incredible. 

  Back in January, I sent him $20.00 and a letter asking to be added to his mailing list. Within two weeks he sent me a letter back thanking me for my donation and claiming that ‘I believe that God has supernaturally brought us together.’ Supernaturally is a bit of a stretch. He wasn’t my dead lover coming back from the dead. Soon afterwards he sent me a second letter and inside there was a $1.00 bill which was exciting, until I saw the inscription. It instructed me to send it back to him with your ‘best prove God tithes or offering.’ That’s right, I have to send the $1.00 back with the additional recommended amount of $37.00, which I did. 

  So, at this point we are just two letters in. And already it’s like having a pen-pal who’s in deep, with some loan sharks. This correspondence 

 continued back and forth, like this, until March when he sent me three small packets of colored oil. I was instructed to pour on letters and send back by specific dates along with more money. So, I did that. And then in April I got a letter in a manila envelope with a message check enclosed. I thought, fantastic, I’ve seeded and now here comes my harvest. Then I open it and there was a check in it for $5.00 from me made out to Pastor Tilton’s church. 

  This went on for seven more letters and then he sent me a piece of fabric in the shape of some mountains. I guess that at this point I had somehow reached the mountain level and surprise, surprise, he asked me to send those mountains back to him with some more money again. So, I did, and then he sent me another letter with another single dollar bill inside. He told me to put that dollar bill in my Bible for one night, and then send it back the next day with $49 more dollars so that he can have it blessed with oil and he will send me back the one-dollar bill that has been blessed. 

 With a note that ‘I must warn you not to rob God with your tithes and offerings.’ And then emphasized that ‘I can’t urge you enough, do not let this one-dollar bill stay in your house.’ The letters kept on coming. I received another oil package, more prayer cloths, and even, and this is 
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 true, an outline of his foot, which I was asked to trace my foot on, and send back to him with more money. So, as of tonight, I have sent him $319.00 and received 26 letters. That’s almost one per week. Again, this is all hilarious until you imagine these letters being sent to someone who cannot afford what he is asking for. So, at this point, I was getting pretty angry, and looking for a sign of what to do. I watched a little more of Robert Tilton and the most amazing thing happened.” 

  Robert Tilton (on TV):  “There’s a person watching me, and you are very frustrated with your purpose in life.” 

  John Oliver:  “That might be me, Bob. Because I’m extremely frustrated right now. As you see my purpose in the last 7 months has been to send you money in the mail.” 



It’s funny, but even as the lost admit, it’s not when you think about 

what it’s doing to people. And not only what it is doing to people, but it is a false gospel. It’s leading the lost away from Christ. Why? Because, what did Peter say in that passage? This behavior from these hucksters, this 

gospel of greed, false teaching, is bringing the way of God into disrepute, blasphemy, that’s what it’s doing. And that is what we need to speak up 

and declare no more. 
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 Chapter Seventeen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Deliverance Ministries 

As a recap, in the last two chapters we have been covering the 

aberrant beliefs of the charismatic community. With the first one being 

female pastors, we dealt with that extensively. Then the second aberrant belief was the prosperity gospel. The prosperity gospel is not the gospel, it’s a false gospel, a false teaching, and it will not make you prosperous. 

Apparently, the only ones getting prosperous are the hucksters that are 

selling this baloney. It’s also known as the Word Faith Movement, the 

“name it and claim it” or the “blab it and grab it” group. But it is what Peter warned in II Peter 2, where we saw that in the Last Days, there will come false teachers, who specifically preach a false gospel of greed. And that is exactly what these guys are doing. 



Unfortunately, every time you see these hucksters on TV, saying, 

“You need to sow a seed to my ministry, God told me to tell you, from 

Psalms 126, you need to send in $126.00 right now, brothers and sisters. 

No wait, for some of you, that means you need to send in $12,600.00.” 

Every time we see those guys on TV, and it’s basically everywhere, on so-called Christian television, it’s a sign that we are in the Last Days. We know it’s wrong, but do we equate it with living in the Last Days. 

Specifically, these false teachers that would come blaspheming God’s way, 
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the truth. And as we saw, the world is mocking and laughing at us. They 

call these guys out on the carpet, but unfortunately much quicker than you and me in the church. 



Now we are going to get into the third aberrant belief that they 

have called “Deliverance Ministries.” They will say that this is something that we need to be a part of in the Last Days. Because, these people 

apparently have the super techniques, that only they can handle, in this Spiritual warfare. Because, apparently, the rest of us have our hands died behind our backs and we are inept. No, that’s not true, and we are going to get into that. 



First, I want to explain the mistake that we Christians make, that 

these guys capitalize on, and then come along and try to get us to buy into it. This deliverance ministry. Because if you have a weakened state in 

Jesus Christ, you have some spiritual problems, right? So, they come in 

with a false methodology, just like the prosperity fake guys. They are 

making cash off of them. And it’s unfortunate. Basically, we get into a 

weakened state, and these guys come in and say, “Well obviously you’re 

not spiritual like me, because I don’t have problems like you. But let me tell you, you are just hanging high and dry. You have no resources so what you do is you come to my seminar, or you buy my books, or you take my 

courses, that will teach you what you need. Because, only I have these 

secret techniques, as to how to deal with demons and spiritual warfare 

issues. I am the only one that can get rid of these things.” Is that what the Bible teaches? No. You know who teaches that? Catholics. 



When you think about Catholics, and you think about Spiritual 

warfare and demonic activity and things of that nature. What is the 

premise of Catholicism, even in the media? They perpetrate this lie, it’s not in the Bible. What do they say when it comes to demonic issues. I 

mean full blown demonic issues. They say, “You’re blown, you’re toast, 

you have no power, and you can’t do anything, your hands are tied, until the Catholic priest comes in, and only he has the Holy water. Only he can sprinkle that on you. Only he can get rid of those demons.” That’s not 

what the Bible says. It’s a bunch of baloney. This is the premise that they would have you to believe. Catholics are doing it and it’s the same thing that these deliverance ministries are doing. You and I are inept, we need these guys to come and deliver us. It’s kind of like this video. 
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An old man is walking his dog late at night. He is outside an old boarding house and notices that the lights are flickering, and it sounds like a woman is screaming in utter terror. Inside the house a man, possibly a tenant, opens his door to pick out at what is going on. He sees an old man and 

woman walking towards the stairs. The clock is ticking very loudly. They look at each other, probably questioning whether they should go upstairs or not. The man that had peeked out his door is now at his desk praying. 

The old man about to go up the stairs is holding a Bible and a large cross close to his chest. They proceed to climb the stairs. When they get to the top of the stairs, they hear a woman screaming, like she is getting attacked by something. The old man and woman creep closer to the woman’s door. 

The screaming is so horrible that the old man bows his head and kisses the cross before touching the doorknob. 

When he slowly opens the door and looks around, they don’t see anyone. 

The lady’s Bible is laying on the table, as if she was reading it, but now the pages are turning in the wind. As he is standing in front of her Bible suddenly there is a sound above his head. The woman that has been 

screaming is now spread out on the ceiling in fear. She screams one more time, as if in pain. It is horrifying. Some spirit has her stuck to the ceiling and is moving here from wall to wall. She can’t get down, she can’t stop moving back and forth, and the old man and woman just stand there in 

amazement and horror. 

As the camera proceeds to move up to the apartment above her there is a 

woman vacuuming her carpet. When you look closer, it’s the suction from 

the vacuum that is holding the woman downstairs to the ceiling. The lady that is vacuuming her carpet has her music playing very loudly and she 

cannot hear her neighbor downstairs. She is having a great time listening to the music and sort of dancing with her vacuum. So, the lady on the 

ceiling just keeps moving back and forth across the room, screaming. She has no idea what power this vacuum has. 

Spokesman:  “You know when it’s the devil. ‘Dirt Devil.’” 

The plug is pulled out of the wall and the lady falls to the floor. 
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Yeah, you might as well unplug yourself from that reality, right? 

Because that’s their mindset. That’s what they do. That somehow, we need some secret spiritual guru, who’s so much more powerful than you, when 

it comes to demonic issues and spiritual warfare, we are just inept. You need to unplug from that. But that’s not only Catholicism, but also the so-called deliverance ministry, even in the so-called Protestant church. But the Bible says if you’re experiencing genuine Spiritual warfare, you have the power, in Christ, to deal with it yourself, if you just do what God says to do! 



I’ll tell you about this one lady that said, “Oh no, you’ve got to do 

it.” But they have this mindset that no, it has to be a spiritual guru. “Me, really, I can’t do that.”  The Bible says you can. But this one lady, she finally got it. After I told her what the Bible said, and that she had the same authority as I do, you can deal with it, in the name of Jesus Christ, as a born-again Christian. We are all indwelt with the Spirit of God. Jesus is right there with you, you’re His child. You don’t belong to the evil one. 

You can deal with it. You don’t need me. You can still call me if you want to, but you don’t need me. She said, “Really, are you serious?” And I said yeah. She was basically trying to hang up the phone and said, “No offence, pastor, but I am going to do that right now.” And she hung up. 



But this is the whole basis of what the “deliverance ministry,” and 

the Charismatic Movement, is today. Your hands are tied, you can’t do 

anything, you need a spiritual guru to come along, when it comes to 

dealing with spiritual warfare. And oftentimes, it’s going to cost you 

something. The Bible says that if you are dealing with spiritual warfare, all you’ve got to do is two things. Be strong in the mighty power of God and put on His armor! But hey, don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God. 

Ephesians 6:10-13: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 

against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the Heavenly realms. 

Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 

comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 

everything, to stand.” 
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Case closed. I don’t have to hire anybody. I have the authority in 

Jesus Christ. Now let me bring out a couple things that God says, what 

you do when you are dealing with spiritual warfare. Now, dare I say, that spiritual warfare doesn’t always have to involve actual demons, or a full-blown demonic possession. It could be just temptation, where they are just tempting you in a demonic nature. But it doesn’t have to be something like you saw in the video. Which was fake anyway. 



So, here we see God’s command to appropriate His solution for 

this spiritual battle, that we’re in every single day. As it was two things, stand strong in God’s mighty power and put on the full armor of God. 

That’s it! Mighty power is “ischus kratos.” Not just “kratos” or “power, force, or strength.” But it’s “ischus kratos,” “mighty power” “mighty 

force” “mighty strength.” The emphasis is on a “mind blowing strength!” 

And this is the same kind of mind-blowing strength that Paul talks about, that we have available at our fingertips, in Christ, to deal with spiritual warfare back in Ephesians Chapter 1. 

Ephesians 1:18-22: “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which He has called 

you, the riches of His glorious inheritance, in the saints, and His 

incomparably great power, for us who believe. That power is like the 

working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He 

raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 

Heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, 

and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him 

to be head over everything for the Church.” 



That’s the power Paul is saying we have available at our fingertips, 

later in Chapter 6! The same power that God used to do all His miracles, destroy satan, defeat death, display all of creation, is the same power 

available to us. This is the power the enemy cannot defeat! He cannot win and never will! No wonder we don’t have to wait for some spiritual guru 

to show up! If we just do what He says to do. Follow His solution. Put on the whole Armor of God, be strong in His mighty power, take your stand, 
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resist the devil, and he will flee from you! So how do you stand strong in God’s mighty power? It’s called the Christian basics. 



By daily Bible reading, daily prayer, daily witnessing, daily 

listening/singing to God-honoring worship music, daily fellowshipping 

with godly Christians. You know, all the things we call the Christian 

basics! Because when you’re reading the Bible, where’s your mind? On 

the things of God. When you’re praying, where’s your mind? On the 

things of God. When you’re listening/singing to God-honoring worship 

music, where’s your mind? On the things of God. When you’re 

fellowshipping with godly Christians, where’s your mind? On the things 

of God. All these are ways we fulfill another Christianese command that 

we call abiding in Christ! And when we abide in Christ, we have His 

power! 

John 15:5-6: “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in Me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in Me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown in the fire and burned.” 



How many times do we get burned in spiritual warfare, let alone 

bearing Christian fruit, when we don’t listen to Jesus. He says if we 

remain or abide in Him, we bear much fruit and things are going to be 

great. Conversely, Jesus says, “Apart from Me, you can do nothing.” In 

other words, if you don’t abide in Me, don’t remain in Me, don’t read your Bible, don’t pray, don’t sing or listen to God-honoring music, or 

fellowship with godly Christians, and you’re going to get burned! Why? 

Because you have no power! You’re unplugged from the Vine! You’re 

going to get all dry, crackly, and crumble up! Because the devil knows that when we get unplugged from Christ it’s the pathway to a powerless 

Christian life! And you’re going to get slaughtered! The enemy is not 

dumb. He knows He can’t defeat God’s power and he knows he can’t take 

God’s power from us. So, he gets us to simply not utilize it. To not tap into it. 



Again, the enemy not only puts us into a spiritually weakened 

state, but I believe that he brought these hucksters on the scene, the 

deliverance ministries, to make it even worse. And again, they are making 
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money off of it. Now if you are actually dealing with demonic issues and things of that nature, the Bible says that you have to stand strong with His armor and to add a word, to resist. No gimmicks. You just resist. 

I Peter 5:8-9: “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 

standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 

James 4:7: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

Ephesians 6:13: “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you 

have done everything, to stand.” 



That’s it, just “stand” (in God’s power) and resist.” No gimmicks. 

No screaming. No buy my techniques. No go to a spiritual guru because 

you just don’t have that power, unlike them. No, following my 18-step 

plan. NO! 



Now the words that we just saw, “stand” and “resist” are all the 

same Greek word, “antihistemi.” It’s the same word we get our English 

word, “Antihistamine” from that’s used to speak of a medicine we take for allergies, to “block” or “anti” the histamines or those things that cause allergy symptoms. This is what “antihistemi” in the Greek means, “to 

block, to set oneself against, to oppose, to resist, to withstand.” That’s it. 

No screaming. No shouting. None of the stuff! 



That’s not how we get rid of our allergies. We don’t scream at our 

hay fever. We don’t call out those dust mites and name them by name. And we don’t rebuke the spirit of pollen and bind what has fallen all around us. 

No! Not only would that not get rid of your allergies, but it would also be a complete waste of time, let alone you’d be looking pretty goofy! Just 

take God’s medicine, His solution, the spiritual antihistamine, and let it do its work! “Stand” and “resist.” 



And this is precisely what the enemy gets people  not to do! Instead of “standing” and “resisting” which works every single time, because it’s 
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backed by the power of God and His amazing armor, he gets us to listen to so-called deliverance ministries and their so-called man-made techniques, that not only don’t deliver people, but they lead to even more problems. 



The first way so-called deliverance ministries make things worse 

for people spiritually is they say, we do this because Christians can be possessed. And that’s why we have to do what they do. They have got to 

get those demons out of Christians. But that’s not true! 

I Corinthians 3:16: “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” 

John 14:23: “Jesus replied, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will obey My 

teaching. My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make 

Our home with him.’” 



In other words, if God the Spirit, and God the Father, and God the 

Son have made their home in me, as a Christian, and I have become their 

temple, then there’s no way in the world that I can become demon-

possessed again! I can be externally oppressed as a Christian, but I can never be possessed, because God isn’t going to scooch over in His Temple and make room for a demon! I can never lose His Spirit; I can never be 

demon possessed again. Paul said that the Spirit of God is our seal, our pledge that we are guaranteed our redemption. It’s God’s engagement ring. 

He gives you the Spirit, prominently inside of you, to make sure that He is going to live up to His promise, that you are going to get to Heaven. He never leaves. It’s a permanent indwelling. So, again these hucksters get people to buy into that, and that’s why, “You have a problem. You’ve got a demon and, of course, only we can get rid of it for you.” Oh, don’t forget. 

Pay up!!! It’s a money-making scheme. 



Now, even the external attacks. We can be externally attacked, but 

you just stand and resist. But the Bible says that you don’t even have to be afraid. Why? Because who do you belong to? Jesus Christ. What did we 

just quote? Jesus won. He’s got the power over all creation, authority over all and we belong to Him. We are His children. We are the King’s kids; we don’t need to be afraid. 
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I John 4:4: “You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because great is He Who is in you than he who is in the world.” 

II Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 



In other words, I don’t have to be afraid of the devil, or satanists, 

or any of their activity. If you belong to Jesus, the devil can’t touch you, without God’s permission, I just “stand” and “resist.” That’s it! So, NO, you don’t need to be delivered from a demon. You can’t have a demon, if 

you are a Christian. 



There was a lady, where I was pastoring, at a youth meeting in 

California. She got so hooked up on this stuff, that she was so afraid of demons, demons were causing everything. That was all she could think 

about. It got to the point that when she went to work, she had a ritual every day, where she would pack all of her clothes, in the whole house, into 

garbage bags and put them into her trunk and take them with her to work. 

And you know why? Because she was convinced that demons were 

cursing her clothes while she was gone. 



Where’s your mindset. You have no peace. The Bible says He 

doesn’t give us the spirit of fear. With the power of love and a sound mind, greater is He that is within me, than he that is in the world. You don’t need to walk around in fear of demons. Now, I don’t stick my head in the sand and make out like this isn’t real, that’s not my focus. My focus is Jesus Christ. I have my head to the plow and I ain’t looking back. Now, if it 

comes up, what do I do? Stand and resist. Have a great day, and the devil flees. What a concept. Oh, and how much money did that cost me. Zero! 

These guys are making an industry off of this. 



Now, they will say that those are interesting passages in scripture, 

but we know that Christians who are demon possessed, go to church 

services. Really? And what they do is take this one verse, and they take out of context. 

Luke 4:31-35: “Then He went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. They were amazed at His 

teaching, because His message had authority. In the synagogue there was a 



400 



man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice, ‘Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 

to destroy us? I know who you are – the Holy One of God!’ ‘Be quiet!’ 

Jesus said sternly. ‘Come out of him!’” 



There were six words coming out of Jesus’ mouth, and how long 

do you think it took Him to say that? So, very short, it wasn’t eight hours of this hooping and hollering, and it wasn’t a whole giant diatribe of 

techniques, that you have to remember, it was just straight to the point. 

“Quiet and get out of here!” That’s it. 

Luke 4:31-35 cont.: The demon threw the man down before them all and came out without injuring him.’” 



Well, there you have it. Christians who are possessed go to Church 

services, and that’s why we need these deliverance ministries to deliver us from these Christians, possessed with these demons. 



No, first of all, this guy was not a Christian, because it clearly said 

there, it was a Jewish synagogue, not a Christian church like you and I 

today. Secondly, these people were meeting on the Sabbath. Do you and I 

meet on the Sabbath? No, because we meet on Sunday because we’re not 

Jewish. And third, the Church wasn’t even born yet, in the timing of this passage. That didn’t happen until Acts Chapter 2, much later in the timing. 



Now I will say this. Do people who are non-Christians come to 

church services? Yes. So, I’m not even against the idea that there is 

somebody who could come to a church service that’s demon possessed, 

but that doesn’t make him a Christian. And dare I say, some of us have 

been here long enough that I think we can say, we have seen our services be interrupted, by people, who frankly, I believe, were demonically 

possessed. But that doesn’t make them a Christian. But they take that, and they twist it. 



In fact, Jesus hadn’t even gone to the cross yet when this event 

occurred. So, no, I don’t need your deliverance ministries according to this passage. 
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The third way so-called deliverance ministries, making things 

worse for people spiritually, is they say the Bible says we need to bind and loose demons. No, it doesn’t! But they cite this passage out of context as well. 

Matthew 16:19: “I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in Heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in Heaven.” 



Well, there you have it. Total proof as to why we Christians need to 

bind and loose demons, scream at the devil and blah, blah, blah. And then after an extended period of time, they may leave, maybe. Are you kidding me? 



This is another one of the most abused Scriptures in the Bible! 

First of all, in the context this passage has absolutely nothing to do with demons, let alone binding them and casting them out! It’s all about church authority. It follows Peter’s statement contextually, that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah, and Jesus responded by saying that “On this rock I 

will build my Church.” That’s it.  No talk of demons here, no mentioning demons anywhere in this text, let alone casting them out, binding or losing them. In fact, the words there “binding and losing” literally mean 

“forbidding and permitting” again speaking of Church Authority, not 

demonic warfare. 



The expressions “bind” and “loose” were common to Jewish legal 

phraseology, meaning to declare something forbidden or to declare it 

allowed. Jesus’ words in the context meant that Peter would have the right to enter the Kingdom himself, and that he would have general authority 

symbolized by the possession of the keys, i.e., that preaching the gospel would be the means of opening the Kingdom of Heaven, to all believers 

and shutting it against unbelievers. 



The Book of Acts shows us this process at work. By his sermon on 

the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-40), Peter opened the door of the Kingdom for the first time. And to those that didn’t believe it, it was shut. 

That’s it. That’s the “binding or losing” or “forbidding and permitting” 

going on here! It has nothing to do with spiritual warfare! And by the way, even if you wanted to say it referred to binding a demon then why in the 
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world would you so-call “bind” the thing and then turn right around and 

“loose” it again?! The reason it’s goofy is because that’s not what it 

means. It sounds so goofy because that’s not what the context means, it is completely taken out of context, and it has nothing to do with spiritual warfare, it’s about church authority and sharing the gospel. But typically, they will say our hands are tied and we need a spiritual guru to help us. 

That when you are experiencing spiritual warfare, you need to follow their hooping and hollering and screaming, but God says, “No, you just stand 

and resist.” 



Then they say Christians can be demon possessed and only they 

can get rid of that demon for you. That’s not true either. Then they say Christians are demon possessed in the Scripture. That’s not true. Then they say that God’s called us to do this kind of Spiritual warfare, because we have to bind and loosen demons. That’s not true. So, what do they stand 

on? Nothing, yet that doesn’t keep these deliverance ministries from 

trying. But you know they get away with it? They say, “I’ll bind you satan, I’ll lose you,” and nobody ever once looked it up. That’s why they get 

away with it. They never look at the Bible. Read the Bible! 



There are all kinds of Christianese out there, but it doesn’t make it 

Scripture. Or it might be Scripture, but it’s completely taken out of context and the whole time these people, who are in a sad state of affairs. Maybe they are in a weakened state. Maybe they are experiencing spiritual 

warfare. But the way to get back on track is to get back to Christian basics and abide in Jesus Christ. And if you are experiencing actual demonic 

stuff, then all you do is stand and resist, and have a great day. And you can deal with it, right then and there. You don’t need a spiritual guru, and you certainly don’t have to pay somebody money. 



Just to show how convoluted it is, these guys, they have 

techniques. And everyone has a different list. God says when you 

experience spiritual warfare you are to stand and resist. Just two things and that’s easy to remember. Now, I am going to give you just one 

example. This is one so-called deliverance ministry. If you encounter any kind of demonic issue here’s the steps you have got to follow. Here’s a list of 25 things they say you need to do, if you’re going to get rid of a demon according to these hucksters. 
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25 DELIVERANCE MINISTRY TECHNIQUES 



•  Make sure your own heart is clean. 



Well, how am I supposed to know that. The Bible says my heart is   

wicked, evil. That’s okay, just give it a try. 

•  Pray about deliverance ministry assignments. 

•  Have a team of intercessors praying in another room. 

•  Pray for the gifts of the Spirit to be in operation. 

Can I tell you something, they are always in operation if you are a 

Christian from the moment of Salvation. 

•  Pray in tongues. 

What they mean is the gibberish thing, but we saw that that’s not 

even Biblical. That’s not going to help. 

•  Plead the blood of Jesus. 

•  Fast before the session. 

•  Ask the Lord to reveal the strongholds. 

•  Don’t cast out devils alone. 

•  Study Scripture. 

•  Warn the one who is getting ministered to, in advance, that they 

will be tempted to run. 

•  As the one being ministered to if it’s OK to touch them before the 

session begins. 

•  Designate one person as the leader. 

•  Submit any words of knowledge, discerning of spirits or other 

prophetic insight to the leader so they can use them at the right 

time. 

•  Ask the person if they know what the issues are. 

•  Have the person seeking deliverance forgive anyone. 

•  Don’t get distracted by the manifestations. 

•  Bind them. 

•  Try to be safe. 

•  You can’t always cast out all the demons in one session. A person 

can only take so much. 

Now this is why, when Jesus was dealing with an actual demon, 

how many words and how long did it take? We don’t need to have 
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days on end, it’s in the authority and you stand and resist in Christ, 

God’s Word and His power. 

•  Try to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

•  Pray for protection for yourselves, your family and friends. 

•  Break and bind all retaliatory attacks. 

•  Never share publicly what happens in a deliverance session. 

•  Have a trashcan and Kleenex on hand. 



Now I want to give you a taste of what these guys are doing in 

churches. And it has everything to do with the trashcan and the Kleenex on hand. These people say, and the premise is, that you and I have no ability to deal with spiritual warfare. But they really do preach a big lie that Christians are possessed and can be possessed. They’ve got all these 

techniques to get rid of demons. That is why you are having troubles. It’s because you are possessed. So, here is a deliverance church and this is a part of their normal church service. You tell me if any of these techniques are going to help any of these people out. 

ABC News Reports:  “Demonic possession, the idea that evil spirits of the devil can move into a human body, and somehow occupy us. It’s not just the thing of horror films, in fact, to hear the pastor we met say that we all have our demons. It’s a statement that might not sound so controversial, until you see how he goes about getting rid of them. I visited his 

 congregation for our series, Beyond Belief. At the Agape Bible Fellowship in East Aurora, a small town outside Buffalo, an extraordinary ministry is taking place.” 

  Rev. John Goguen, pastor, Agape Bible Fellowship:  “Our church service is normal. We open in prayer, we sing praise songs, we open the Word of God, most importantly.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “At first glance that seems about right. On Saturday we visited Agape, and it was like any other church in any other town. But the paper towels and shopping bags stacked neatly in the back of the room, is a clue that something is different here. When they are brought out, it’s a sign that the fireworks are about to begin.” 
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Rev. Goguen:  “Most of our services are just a normal Baptist service, until we get to the end when we tackle the believers.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “And when Pastor John says tackle, he means it literally. Agape Bible Church is a deliverance church, where they say expel demons with prayer. It begins quietly.” 

  Rev. Goguen:  “I want everyone to look at the third Heaven, breathe through incessant yawns and then sometimes they will lead with pockets of air coming up, burps, or they will lead with actual mucus. Some of this is painful. It’s just that demon having to leave under the authority and the power of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “By 9:00 o’clock the room is filled with screams, moans, and writhing bodies. Dianne Colter says that deliverance has 

 changed her life.” 

  Dianne Colter:  “It comes right up and it’s such a cleansing feeling. It’s a relief that you know that you are getting rid of these demons. It’s just amazing what the Lord can do to get rid of these things that are in me.” 

  ABC New Reports:  “And if it looks a little awkward, Pastor John says that’s the point.” 

  Rev. Goguen:  “People have to get over the hump, it looks foolish, it looks like something that I didn’t do in church last Sunday. This looks weird. But God uses it, we find, to humble people. For them to finally admit that they may not know everything. And before God, be honest and say I need help.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “For these believers, through Pastor John’s deliverance ministry, helps with many things; from sins of the flesh, adulterers, drunkards, drug addicts, to the surrender to the occult.” 

  Rev. Goguen:  “I break any and all curses.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “To sicknesses.” 
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Rev. Goguen:  “Muscle spasms, cramps, restless leg, all the demons that are in the muscle, hemorrhoids. If you are breathing, you got em. If you’re not breathing, don’t worry about it. Everybody’s got em. It’s just the question of how many you got.” 

  ABC News Reports:  “Everybody’s got them, he says, including himself.” 



Wow! How would you like to have that guy as your pastor with all 

due respect?? A church service where so-called Christian’s yawn, burp and spit up demons in a bag? Don’t kid yourself, if you are trying to yawn up a demon, burp out a demon, spit up a demon, or any of these other so-called endless man-made techniques from deliverance ministries to deal with 

spiritual warfare, you’re being duped, and your spiritual problems will 

never go away! In fact, just like the prosperity gospel hucksters, so it is with the deliverance ministry hucksters. Many of their false teachers are getting rich from their so-called spiritual deliverance techniques. 



I’m going to give you one example of this. This guy has been 

around for a long time. You may have heard of him; his name is Bob 

Larson. He was existing back when I was in Bible College and as far as I know he is still around today. He is the guru! 

His website is “Boblarson.org,” if you want to 

check it out. There is some entertainment 

going on there. And if you didn’t catch it, he’s 

the “Real Exorcist.”  But again, what’s the 

premise? If you and I were to experience 

spiritual warfare, we’re toast. We need Bob 

Larson to come and help us out. We just don’t 

have the technique. We don’t have the power. 

Only he does. he’s like a Protestant Catholic 

Priest, apparently. He is making a lot of 

money off his website. There are seminars, material, you have to buy his material, but he also has a school. And what kind of school is it? Exorcism school. He has the apprentice level, warrior and exorcist level and how 

much does he charge? For the apprentice level it’s $995.00, total. It’s only a grand. Then you go to the next level of Warrior, which costs $995.00. 

[image: Image 27]
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and then at the highest level of Exorcist, it costs $995.00. You have to take the courses to 

figure out the 

correct technique 

to get rid of your 

demon. But Bob 

Larson apparently 

cares about 

people because 

you can get all 

three right now 

for $500.00. And what does God say? All you do is stand and resist. I 

didn’t say it, He did. And what does the devil do? He will, not maybe, not might, He will flee from you. That’s it, that’s all you’ve got to do. So, this guy is making a ton of money off of it and just like the prosperity gospel people, this guy’s a millionaire too. 

Fox 6 News Reports:  “Exorcisms that once was mainly performed by Catholic priests, was usually done quietly behind closed doors. But that’s not the case with some modern-day exorcisms. As our field reporter 

 reports, one evangelist says he has performed thousands of them. Let’s take a look.” 

   Bob Larson has his hand on a girl’s forehead and is speaking to the demon inside her. 

  Bob Larson:  “Get out!!! Get out!!! Go!!!” And the girl falls backwards onto the floor.” 

  Field Reporter:  “Bob Larson believes that as much as 50% of the population is demonized. He says that’s why public exorcisms are 

 important. (Especially for making money!) 

  Field Reporter #2:  “Your ministry is paying for this beach front property? (And they laugh) 
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Field Reporter #1:  “Rev. Bob Larson is saying that he is not profiting by doing these exorcisms. Fox News is going to take a closer look.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “The Bob Larson ministry is funded by contributions, but for several years, Larson has been dogged by questions about his finances and how they relate to his ministry.” 

   Larson is standing in front of a group of people holding a snake. 

  Bob Larson:  “Representing the devil. This is it.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “We have obtained the churches financial report and sat down with him to ask him about those allegations.” “Bob, you want to look at them?” The records signed by him show he received $142,242.00 

 in compensation and $28,205.00 for his pension. But he said it went to other things.” 

  Bob Larson:  “The documents that you have …. It went toward expenses, to take care of the travel, and for other living expenses.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “So, this is for your travel?” 

  Bob Larson:  “Part of it is for travel, yes.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “He says the compensation is to cover his travel, but we found another part of the report that says the ministry pays for travel expenses. So, we asked, what about the $186,683.00 on the same 

 document that shows for travel expenses. That’s separate.” 

  Bob Larson:  “You’ll have to talk to our accounting dept.  (He squirms a little in his seat)  

  Field Reporter #2:  “Fox News has seen documents on file from his divorce, so we asked, ‘When you were divorced, you were a millionaire?’” 

  Bob Larson:  “No.” 
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Field Reporter #2:  “You weren’t a millionaire?” 

  Bob Larson:  “No.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “He said it was all false.” 

  Bob Larson:  “It was one individual that actually made-up financial documents about me.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “So, in your divorce proceedings, you didn’t have a million four in property?” 

  Bob Larson:  “That’s possible, at that time, we are talking about over 15 

 years ago.” 

  Field Reporter #2:  “So wait, you were a millionaire then?” 

  Bob Larson:  “I don’t really remember what the status was at that particular time.” 



Somebody has the spirit of lying. It was a demon of “lying,” inside 

you pal. This is just another technique. He is no better off and no more Biblical than the prosperity hucksters. These guys have also found a way to make money off of people, not reading the Bible, in the church. The 

other guys do it out of people’s poverty and their health problems, they seduce them and rip them off of their money. These guys do it to people 

who are in a spiritually weakened state. But instead of doing what Jesus said, abide in Him, get back on track, and then if you experience spiritual warfare just stand and resist. These guys are becoming millionaires. Now, unfortunately, they have not only found a way to make money off people, 

but sometimes it kills people. These techniques that they use on people, people are dying. And I don’t think you will find these on Bob Larson’s 

website. 



DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES DEATHS 
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•  In a Milwaukee strip mall, several people gathered around 

Terrance Cottrell, an 8-year-old autistic child. Fervent in their 

intentions, yet misled in their methods, members of this 

deliverance Church laid hands on Terrance and began to pray that 

God would deliver him from the evil spirits that they believed were 

behind condition. Two hours later, little Terrance lay dead, 

wrapped in a sweat-soaked sheet, while his mother and several 

church members frantically attempted to revive him. The coroner’s 

report: suffocation… The boy’s mother later told investigators that 

the minister had held Terrance on the floor with one hand on the 

boy’s head and with his knee pressed into the boy’s chest. The 

mother and another woman had each held one of his legs, which a 

third woman lay across his torso. 

•  Pentecostal ministers in San Francisco pummeled a woman to 

death, attempting to drive out demons. 

•  A Korean Christian woman was trampled to death in Glendale, 

California, in a so-called exorcism. 

•  A 5-year-old girl died after being forced to swallow a mixture of 

ammonia and vinegar, in an attempt to drive out an evil spirit. 



Now why is this going on? What is unfortunate, and I’m not saying 

that some of these people aren’t even saved, but what’s sad is, they’re 

being dupped and they are never going to grow up to be a disciple because they are not reading the Bible. They’re not being taught the Bible, then what so-called Bible is being taught to them, is completely out of context. 

And it’s destroying lives. That’s what breaks my heart. People are dying and people are being led astray because of this. 

•  A 17-year-old girl in Sayville, New York, was suffocated with a 

plastic bag, which her mother tried to destroy a demon inside her. 

•  The disturbing nature of these tragedies has led many to question 

the methods of those who practice deliverance ministry and reveal 

an ongoing state of confusion in the Church regarding who the 

devil is, what he does, and how he can be stopped. Amazingly, few 

in deliverance ministry actually claim that their methods and 

theology are derived strictly from Scripture. “Sometimes we let our 
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experience determine our theology.” Eddie Smith admits. And the 

Smith’s experiences are often strange enough to make the stodgiest 

scholar rethink his doctrine, including one woman supposedly 

expelling demons through flatulence. 



They resort to man-made gimmicks that do not work. Once you get 

outside of the Bible, I don’t care if you are a Jehovah Witness, Mormon, or Seventh Day Adventist, or a Catholic, once you get outside of the Bible, you can say you are a Christian all day long, you will always go into err. 

You will always be led astray. And eventually, if you are the one that is going outside, you are the one who is going to birth a false teaching. And if you keep it up, you will become a false teacher. It’s all because you got outside the Book. Charismatics say, “Oh no, we follow the Scripture.” But it’s really their experience that is dictating what they consider a spiritual truth. And they admit it. 

•  Another so-called deliverance minister, Kim Daniels, attributes 

many issues in her deliverance ministry to two key factors, 

sympathetic magic and charismatic witchcraft. While Daniels 

admits that there is no direct reference to sympathetic magic in 

Scripture, she says: “Everything can’t be put to Scripture. 

Napoleon sailed across the water, but you can’t find that in the 

Word.” She also attributes knowledge to special revelations that 

God has shown her. 



“Oh, I know that’s what the Bible says, but you don’t understand. 

God told me to tell you,” or “God told me that this is what it was.” You’re outside the Bible. You get outside the Bible, and you get into all this 

baloney. And people are becoming millionaires off of it. And people who 

do need help, they’re not being told the Biblical way to get back to the basics. Abide in Me, Christ, and if you experience spiritual warfare, you don’t have to be afraid. God didn’t give us the spirit of fear, just stand and resist. Nope, apparently that’s too easy. So, the people who really do need help are being led astray and some are dying. And dare I say, this is a 

rotten witness. It’s hard enough to share the gospel, but come on, are you going to say you can get rid of demons through flatulence? And then 
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combine it with witchcraft? The world knows better, so why can’t the 

church speak up in love, and call it what it is. This is heresy. It’s an aberrant belief just like female pastors, and prosperity gospel. People are being let astray. 
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 Chapter Eighteen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Losing Your Salvation Part 1 

We are now dealing with the aberrant belief of the charismatic 

community. These are different beliefs, that the Charismatic Movement, 

say are Biblical, but they are not. The first aberrant belief is female 

pastors. Even though we already dealt with this, to some extent, I came 

across another video that puts the nail in the coffin. 

You Who Reports:  “Essentially, I believe there are two qualifications for any woman preacher. The first one would be that she knows and loves the Word of God, that she’d be a diligent reader of the Word of God. The second would be that she’d delight to obey Jesus, that she delights that she be in total submission to Him, as He has revealed Himself in His work. So, when you put those two very reasonable qualifications together for any woman who wants to preach, you find that ‘Oh snap, there’s no such thing as a qualified woman preacher.’ Because there’s no such thing as a woman who delights to be in submission to Jesus, who reads to His Word, who comes away thinking that, I’m the one who should be preaching His 

 Word.” 
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Amen. Great point. Now, we have already dealt with that in great 

detail but that was a great way to put it as well. Another angle outside of the primary issue of what Scripture says, it’s absolutely not, but if you openly love the Word of God and you’re submitting to Jesus Christ, then 

you have to deal with His Word, that says you can’t be a pastor. 



We then saw that the second aberrant belief was the prosperity 

gospel. That’s not the gospel, it’s a false gospel, in fact the only ones getting prosperous, are these hucksters, who are ripping people off of their cash. Which is actually a warning of what is going to happen in the Last Days. A sign of what is happening in the Last Days. 



And then, last time we dealt with this, the Deliverance Ministry 

issue. This is the mindset of the charismatic community, that when it 

comes to spiritual warfare, you and I basically have our hands tied, and we need some kind of charismatic spiritual guru to come and rescue us. We 

are toast without them. It’s kind of the same mindset, the charismatic sense and the Catholic mindset, which is false as well, but hey, if you have a demon or you have spiritual warfare, you’re just stuck, until the priest shows up with his Holy water. It’s the same kind of mindset. It’s not 

Biblical at all. We saw that, Biblically, any born-again Christian, is indwelt with the Holy Spirit of God, has the authority in Jesus Christ, individually. 

You don’t need some spiritual guru to deal with your spiritual warfare 

issues. 



We also saw that, and this is another falsehood, we don’t need a 

spiritual guru for dealing with spiritual warfare. That’s one false issue of the deliverance ministry concept, from the charismatic community. But 

they also say that Christians can be possessed. The Bible says that clearly is not the case Scripturally. It’s impossible. They say we need to bind and lose demons. It’s goofy, because if you’re going to bind something, why 

are you going to turn it lose, in the first place? And you don’t need to take some secret class to learn the techniques that only Bob Larson knows. 

“How to deal with demons.” It’s just another money-making gimmick like 

the prosperity hucksters. And he was making millions, as we saw. 



Now, the fourth aberrant belief is that of losing your salvation. The 

charismatic community believes you can lose your salvation. Whoa, wait a second now! Now, if it’s their salvation, they will lose it every single time. 

But, what’s the good news? That’s not my salvation. He does the saving 
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and when He saves, He saves completely. When He says, “It is finished,” 

it is finished. In fact, the Scripture is very, very clear that when you are saved, you are saved for evermore. Because it is in God’s hands and 

nothing or no one can get you out of there. Which by the way, before we 

even get started in that, it’s a strawman argument. And we are going to get more into the depth of this a little later. But someone can say, “You mean God is going to force someone to be saved? What if they didn’t want to be saved?” All right, can we put that to the test? How any are born-again 

Christians? How many are glad that Jesus paid it all and you’re guaranteed to go to Heaven? Now, how many would give all that up and go straight to hell? Nobody would ever do that, give me a break! And that’s the whole 

point. It’s a strawman argument. No Christian would, it’s ridiculous. Plus, the Scripture is clear, when you are saved, you are saved for evermore. 



In the next couple of verses, Jesus says, over and over again, He’s 

being absolute about it. And what is the Biblical interpretation rule? 

Anytime God repeats Himself, He’s screaming it out. So, repeatedly He 

says that there’s no way you can lose it. In the next text you are going to see that He says, not everybody who says they’re Christian, really is one. 

But He first deals with, if you are real, you can’t lose it. 

John 6:36-40: “But as I told you, you have seen me, and you still don’t believe me.  All that the Father gives me  will come to Me, and whoever comes to Me, I  will  never drive away. For I have come down from Heaven not to do My will, but to do the will of Him who sent Me. And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that I shall lose  none of all that He has given Me but raise them up at the Last Day. For my Father’s will is that  everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him  shall have eternal life, and I  will raise him up at the Last Days.” 





So, why would the charismatic community say you can lose your 

salvation? Jesus said emphatically, absolutely, how many times, that when you come to Him you are going to be saved and you’re saved for 

evermore. Now, isn’t that a wonderful truth? I mean why would you kick 

at that one? I mean, that’s awesome news, especially if you’re honest with your own behavior. But this is where the charismatic community gets it 
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wrong. Jesus empathically, repeatedly, says over and over again, you will, you shall, it’s all going to happen, it’s guaranteed. 



But they say, “Oh, no it’s not.” Now, right out of the gate, I have a 

little problem with that. In essence, just based on this one verse, and there are others that Jesus mentions, but based on just this one verse, you know what they just called Jesus? They called him a liar. They twisted His 

words and I have a serious problem with that. But my question to you is, why would they do that, when it’s abundantly clear in Scripture? So, do 

we have to go into the Greek to figure this out? Do we have to have some secret technique, do we have to pay a spiritual guru, do we have to buy a computer program that could find the secret code, to unlock the truth of Eternal Security? No, it’s right there. But why would they resist it and say, 

“Oh no, you can lose your salvation?” 



Well, the first reason is they’ve forgotten about the counterfeits. 

This is the mistake that the charismatic community makes. Even though 

you can share the Scripture that we just saw, with them, and tell them you can’t lose your salvation, usually what happens is they site some supposed occurrence, of some supposed Christian, who supposedly walked away 

from the supposed faith. And so, somehow, this is the supposed proof that your salvation is not secure. That may sound nice, but what they don’t 

realize is that just because people say they’re Christians, guess what? That doesn’t mean they really are! In fact, they might be counterfeits, just like Judas of Iscariot.  The Bible says Jesus knew Judas was a phony believer all along. 

John 6:63-64, 70-71: ‘“The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. Yet there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus had 

known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would 

betray Him. Then Jesus replied, ‘Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet 

one of you is a devil!’ (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)” 



Now, according to our text, Jesus doesn’t even hesitate to tell the 

people who were following Him the shocking truth that “Not everyone 

who claims to be a disciple of Christ really is one.” And as we saw, the Bible clearly says that some people are going to be counterfeit disciples, 
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just like Judas Iscariot. Oh, they might go to a church service, but going to church service doesn’t make you a Christian any more than sitting in a 

barn makes you a cow. You must be born again! But I believe that the 

Bible give us indicators so we can spot those Judas’s. You have to be 

careful with this, because let’s be honest. You can’t push this so far and then go, “Well, I’m the fruit inspector. I’m taking a look at your life, Christian, and you must be fake. Because I’m taking a look at your …” 

You can push it too far. Let’s be honest. If God wanted to do it, He could take a 5-minute slice of our life, on just one day, since becoming a 

Christian, and if He were to play that before the whole world, we would 

look like the biggest pagan on the planet. Which goes back to our opening text. Aren’t you glad you are secure in Christ? When He says  all,  he means  all. When none is going to be lost, none is going to be lost. You will get there, you shall get there, because it’s complete salvation. Everything’s been forgiven and the reason we do what we do is because we love Him, 

not because we have to. So, you’ve got to be careful if you push it too far. 

However, I will make a caveat, that if you take a look at what the Scripture says about how to spot these counterfeits, it’s going to give you some 

indicators. And it isn’t good, you are either a Christian who is in a 

Spiritual ditch, or you’re a fake one. 



I will say this though. And this is going to be one of the categories, 

and I’m getting a little ahead of myself. I can confidently tell you one way you can tell that someone is a fake. If they say that they are a Christian and then they walk away from the Christian faith and say, that they are 

now an atheist or an agnostic, a Mormon, or have gotten into New Age. 

We are going to see in Scripture, when it says, you were never saved in the first place. So, in that category, I think, we can constantly say, no you weren’t saved, but these others, you have to be careful of. I want to talk about those categories of people who do that. 



In fact, the Bible says in John 6 that Jesus knew Judas was a 

phony believer all along. He wasn’t seeking God for God. He was only 

seeking God for the money. Hey, do people do that today? Yeah! We saw 

that with the prosperity gospel hucksters! In fact, people today in the 

church, not only “seek God” for the money, but they also seek Him for the morals. I have dealt with a lot of people who come to church services 

because they are lonely, some come, and they want nothing to do with 
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God, and they start getting religious, because they are going to have a 

child. Children have entered the scene. It’s like, “Well, I guess I better take them to church. I don’t want them to grow up and be a reprobate, at least they can learn some good morals.” That’s their mindset, they don’t know 

Christ and they not only have no intentions of ever becoming a Christian, and they’ll even freely admit they’re a counterfeit, like this guy. 

Larry:  “I really call myself an agnostic. I live my life the way I believe I should live. Which is, as I said, very much for Christian values but I’m not convinced and quite frankly I don’t know, I don’t worry about it, I don’t care. I go to church, I support the church, everything else and I’m very much in favor of it. I believe in strong morals that, you know, I have strong family values and I’m doing that with my children. I also believe that my views are my views. Other people can believe what they want to believe. I don’t want to get into arguments or convince them otherwise. 

  Logically I have a hard time grasping that Christianity is necessarily right. I mean why, take Judaism for example, why isn’t that just another mythology? Why isn’t that in Roman mythology, Greek mythology, so you know why isn’t Christianity just another mythology? I mean you look at Jesus Christ and say, he had to be a phenomenal human being. A 

 phenomenal leader. He was able to call himself the son of God. He had a bunch of disciples and got a lot of people to believe he was the son of God and to reaffirm their belief in God. And that evolved historically into a great religion. My view of the afterlife is, there is none. Life ends when you die. You didn’t exist beforehand, and you will not exist afterwards.” 



And where’s Larry? Where’s he at on Sundays? Who’s the guy 

giving in the offering plate? Who’s the guy who knows when to stand up 

and sit down? Who’s the guy praying with his kids and family? Who’s the 

guy that wants to do the moral thing? Who’s the guy that makes no bones 

about it, he’s lost as a goose? It’s Larry! I’m telling you the American church is full of Larry’s. And Larry-ettes, if you want to do that. They are everywhere. I could tell you stories, but we have a lot of ground to cover. 

It's crazy. You have heard me say this before. I have dealt with this 

everywhere and it’s what I call the 50/50 rule, entering into any ministry. 
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Hopefully, our percentage is better here at Sunrise. But entering into any ministry, I go in with the mindset that probably half of these people aren’t saved. Why? Because this is an epidemic in the American church today. 

Can I tell you something? I know Larry’s, who teach Sunday School 

classes. I know Larry’s, who are deacons. I know Larry’s, who are behind the pulpit. 



This is an epidemic. Why is the American church so powerless, 

ineffective and prayerless today? Why is it that we aren’t making a 

difference? Because I think, we’re flooded with Larry’s and Larry-ette’s, fake Christians. That’s why! Because we are not preaching the Word, 

we’re not giving the gospel. It’s just a good boys club, it’s a country club. 

It’s just all about numbers, just jacking it up. “I’m not preaching the truth, I’m just that successful church, the one with the biggest numbers.” At all costs, not the truth. And this is the payoff. You’re flooded with Larry’s. 

But the charismatic community will look at these people and hear Larry 

say, “That’s it, I ain’t going no more. I’m an atheist.” What would the 

charismatic community say? “Oh, Larry lost his salvation.” What does the Scripture say? Larry never had it in the first place. 



This is why I am bringing this out, because I think this is their first 

mistake. Why would they say you lost your salvation? Because they look 

at the counterfeits and make a false conclusion. I’ve also shared this with you before. D. James Kennedy, when I was pastoring in New York, I read 

his biography, and he actually had a rule. He felt it wasn’t half the church that was not saved. He felt that 80% of the church wasn’t saved. I’ll never forget that. He was way seasoned more than me, he has since gone to be 

with the Lord. But I’m going like, whoa, I thought I was being harsh going 50/50, but he explained in his biography, the reason he called out 80%. It’s because of the 20/80 rule that we see in churches all across America, 20% 

of the people do 100% of the work while 80% of the people do nothing! 

And he said the reason is simple! The reason why 80% is doing nothing is because they’re not true Christians. Because how can you be a true born-again Christian and have no desire to serve Christ! The logical response is, 

“Hey can I do something for you, etc.” And as shocking as that might 

sound, believe it or not, it’s gotten so bad today, that it’s not just phony believers in the pews anymore, it’s now even phony pastors behind the 

pulpit! 
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How can you sit there and say thank you Jesus, thank you for 

saving me, thank you for rescuing me by the cross, your work alone from 

eternal damnation in hell. Thank you for saving me, I’m going to Heaven 

and then sit there and do nothing. You don’t share the gospel, you don’t serve in the church, if you’re a true born-again Christian, you’re indwelt with spiritual gifts. He wants you to serve. The Scripture says you’re not saved by works; you’re saved by grace through faith. Ephesians 2:8 and 9-10 say to do the good works that He prepared in advance for you. That’s why he gave you the spirit, as well as their guarantee, that you’re getting to Heaven. If you’re a born-again Christian, I say, it’s impossible that you have no desire to seek God, serve God, share the gospel. And you sit there every week and do nothing. Now again, we can get into a spiritual ditch. 

But I’m talking, over time, nothing changes, there’s no desire. Maybe 

that’s why we have the 80/20 rule. Something is wrong. And again, I think this has gone on for so long that the Larry’s in the pews, have now gone behind the pulpits. I’ve shared this with you before, I’ve got tons of 

stories, but we have a lot to cover, so I’m just going to show you a few. 

These are actual so-called pastors who off-camera, behind the scenes, 

actual testimonies, admitted they were fake, and they were behind the 

pulpit. I’m telling you; this is an epidemic in the church today. And why am I bringing this up? Because the charismatic community looks at these 

fakers and say, “Well they just lost their salvation.” No, they didn’t, they never had it in the first place. 



There were fakers, counterfeits like Judas, from the get-go, but 

listen, these are some actual testimonies. Now, I’m going to hit on some different denominations. 



PASTOR’S ADMITTING THEY’RE FAKE 



•  Wes, a Methodist, lost his confidence in the Bible while attending a 

liberal Christian college and seminary. “I went to college thinking 

Adam and Eve were real people,” he explained. Now, he no longer 

believes that God exists. His church members do not know that he 

is an atheist, but he explains that they are somewhat liberal 

themselves. His ministerial colleagues are even more liberal: They 

don’t believe Jesus rose from the dead literally. They don’t believe 
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Jesus was born of a virgin. They don’t believe all those things that 

would cause a big stir in their churches.” 

•  Rick, a campus minister for the United Church of Christ, was an 

agnostic in college and seems to have lost all belief by the time he 

graduated from seminary. He chose ordination in the UCC because 

it required “no forced doctrine.” Even as he graduated from 

seminary, he knew, “I’m not going to make it in a conventional 

Church. He knew he couldn’t go into a church and teach his own 

theological views. He does not believe “all this creedal stuff” about 

the incarnation of Christ or the need for salvation, but he remained 

in the ministry because, “These are my people, this is the context 

in which I work, these are the people that I know.” In the pulpit, 

his mode is to talk as if he does believe because, “As long as you 

are talking about God and Jesus and the Bible, that’s what they 

want to hear. Besides, language is ambiguous and can be heard in 

different ways.” 



I told you this before, I’m convinced that many churches want a 

pastor that will put them to sleep. I’m serious because most churches are just playing the game. Don’t preach in conviction, don’t preach the Word of God, just make it sound religious. Say God, once in a while, say Jesus, once in a while, read the Bible, tell some stories, hey, lets go to lunch. For them, that’s a great Sunday. But when you start preaching the truth,  eeek!  

If the church is full of Larry’s they’re coming after you. And I’m telling you, this is what’s going on. 

•  Darryl is a Presbyterian who sees himself as a “progressive-

minded” pastor who wants to see his kind of non-doctrinal 

Christianity “given validity in some way.” He acknowledges that 

he is more a pantheist than a theist and thinks that many of the 

more educated members of his Church, hold to the same liberal 

beliefs as his own. And those beliefs (or unbeliefs) are stated 

clearly: “I reject the virgin birth. I reject substitutionary atonement. 

I reject the divinity of Jesus. I reject Heaven and hell in the 

traditional sense, and I am not alone.” Amazingly, Darryl is candid 

about the fact that he remains in the ministry, largely for financial 
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reasons. It is how he provides for his family. If he openly espoused 

his beliefs, “I may be burning bridges in terms of my ability to earn 

a living this way.” 

•  Adam ministers in the Church of Christ. After years in the 

ministry, he began to lose all theological confidence. He has 

moved fully into an atheist mode, yet he continues to lead his 

church in worship. How? “Here’s how I’m handling my job on 

Sunday mornings. I see it as play acting. I see myself as taking on 

the role of a believer in a worship service and performing.” This 

“atheistic agnostic” stays in the ministry because he likes the 

people and, “I still need the job.” If he had an alternative source of 

income, he would take it. He feels hypocritical, but no longer 

believes that hypocrisy is wrong. 

•  John is identified as a Southern Baptist minister who has primarily 

served as a worship leader. He was attracted to Christianity as a 

religion of love, but his pursuit of Christianity “brought me to the 

point of not believing in God.” As he explains, “I didn’t plan to 

become an atheist. I didn’t even want to become an atheist. It’s just 

that I had no choice. If I’m being honest with myself.” He is 

clearly not being honest with his Church members. He rejects all 

belief in God and all Christian truth claims out of hand. He is a 

determined atheist. Once again, this unbelieving minister admits 

that he stays in the ministry because of finances and even names 

his price: “If someone said, ‘Here’s $200,000,’ I’d be turning my 

notice in this week, because then I can pay off everything.” 







Why is the church so ineffective and why aren’t we making a dent 

in this world? Because we’re not preaching the truth, we are more worried about numbers instead of God’s truth, and because this has gone on so 

long, we don’t even give the gospel. I mean, what do we hear? I’m 

speaking, third person, obviously, but we don’t get the gospel, so all these people are coming, and they made their way up into the pulpit, and now 

they’re the ones, fakes, counterfeits, running the church. Now, here’s my point, charismatics look at this and go, that guy took $200,000 and made an announcement, “Well, thank you very much, now I can leave. This was 

a bunch of baloney anyway, I’m an atheist.” 
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Oh, pastor so-n-so lost his salvation. No, pastor so-n-so was a fake-

o. He never had it in the first place. This is where I’m going with this. 

Why would they say you can lose your salvation? When the Scripture says 

you can’t. They look at this category of people and come to a faulty 

conclusion right now. By the way, I like what Gilbert Tennett said, way 

back in 1739, about phony preachers. 

 “If they will not remove themselves from the ministry, they must be 

 removed. If they lack the integrity to resign from their pulpits, the churches must muster the integrity to eject them.” 

   

Why? Because they’re phonies! They’re apostates and they’ll ruin 

the church! They are counterfeits, they refuse to preach the truth and they are going to lead you into a false path. Do you ever think that you are 

going to get the truth? No. But because you refuse to do anything, the 

church is flooded with so many counterfeits. So, here comes the 

charismatic community saying, “Lost your salvation, lost your salvation, look at you, you were on fire at one time!” No, you were fake at one time. 



THIS IS WHAT THE CHARISMATIC COMMUNITY MISSES! 





So, what are some other signs to indicate a person’s a counterfeit, 

like Judas and Larry and those fake pastors, seeking God for money, 

morals, or some other false motive? Great question. It’s pretty simple. The first sign to indicate a person might be a counterfeit, like Judas, is when they seek God with their head. 

James 2:14-17,19: “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or 

sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his 

physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. You believe that there is one God. Good! 

Even the demons believe that – and shudder.” 
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The Bible simply declares that not all faith is a saving faith. And 

according to our text, if your faith is not accompanied by appropriate 

action, it’s not only fake, but also dead. And here’s the point. If all you have is a head knowledge of God, instead of a heart knowledge of God, 

it’s just a mental ascent that God exists. Whip a dee do doo dah! What’d we just read? Even the demons believe in God, but are they saved? 

Absolutely not! So, if you believe that there’s a God then, whip-de-do! 

This only puts you on the same level as the demons! And this is what the Bible calls a “dead faith.” 



And it’s my contention that this dead faith syndrome has become 

an epidemic in the American church! Many people today in churches think 

it’s no big deal to not “get involved” and not “get serious” about going to church services. I mean, after all, you don’t want to be labeled as one of those Jesus freaks, do you? And this apathetic behavior has become so 

commonplace in the American church that we even make jokes about it, 

all the time, like this one. 



STORY OF THE PESKY SQUIRRELS 



 “There were these three country churches in a small Texas town that were being overrun by some pesky squirrels. So, the first church called a meeting to decide what to do about the squirrels. And after much prayer and consideration they determined that the squirrels were predestined to be there, and they shouldn’t interfere with God’s divine will. 

  When the second church got together, they decided they weren’t in a position to harm any of God’s creatures. So, they humanely trapped the squirrels and set them free a few miles outside of town. However, three days later, the squirrels were back. 

  But it was only the third church that was able to come up with the best and most effective solution. You see, they decided to baptize the squirrels and registered them as members of the church. Why? Because now, they only see them on Christmas and Easter.” 
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Now granted that joke is pretty funny, right? Because it’s so true, 

right? But it’s really not that funny when you realize that those who are acting like squirrelly Christians may not even be Christians at all! I’m telling you; we better wake up! A true Christian is not one who lives for God just twice a year! Are you kidding me! They live for the Lord every 

single day of their lives, and God uses them to transform this world. 

John Wesley said,  “Give me ten people who hate nothing but sin, who fear nothing but God, and who love nothing but Jesus, and I can change the world.”  



I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but the American church seems to 

be having a hard time changing this world nowadays. In fact, it seems this world is having an easy time at changing the American church. And you 

know why? Well, I’m thinking maybe it’s because the American church is 

full of people who worship God, with their heads, but not their hearts, and that means, the American church is full of phony baloney believers. They didn’t lose their salvation, they never had it. Just like Judas. But that’s not all. The second sign to indicate a person might be a counterfeit believer is when they seek God with their thoughts. 

I John 2:18-19: “Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. 

This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would 

have remained with us; but their going showed that  none of them belonged to us.” 



It’s this passage, that single handedly stops dead in the tracks, the 

hypothetical scenario of those who say you can lose your salvation, where they cite some supposed occurrence, of some supposed Christian, that 

supposedly walked away from their supposed faith. And so, somehow, this 

is supposedly, proof that you can lose your salvation. But what did our text say? Not everyone who goes to church service really belongs to the 

church! If they walk away from the truth and start following a lie, then it only shows they were never saved in the first place. And how many times 
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do you hears supposed Christians spouting this lie: Jesus is not the only way to God. No! He’s just one of the many ways to God.” Really? This is 

not only calling Jesus a liar, but it’s assuming that God’s going to bend His truth to your man-made thoughts! It may sound nice and wonderful, and 

politically correct, but sooner or later, the truth will be known, as this story reveals. 




THE COUNTERFEIT BILL 



 “A counterfeit Christian is like a counterfeit ten-dollar bill. For instance, let’s suppose you have a counterfeit bill but don’t know it. You think it’s genuine. So, sure enough, you use it to pay for some gas. But as soon as it makes its way to the bank, the bank teller spots the phony and says, ‘I’m sorry, but this bill is a counterfeit.’  

  Now that ten-dollar bill may have done a lot of good while it was in circulation, but when it arrived at the bank, it was exposed for what it really was, and it was immediately put out of circulation. And so, it is with the counterfeit Christian. They may do a lot of good things in their life, but when they face Christ, at the final judgment, they’ll immediately be rejected.” 

   

The Bible says if a person professes to be a Christian, yet walks 

away from the truth, that Jesus really is the only way to Heaven, the Bible says they’re a counterfeit. And this is the reason why the American church has lost its zeal for the lost. Maybe it’s because the majority of the 

American Church is still lost themselves. Why? Because they’re 

worshiping God with their thoughts, and not the truth, and now the church is flooded with a bunch of phony baloney believers, they didn’t lose their salvation, they never had it, just like Judas. 



But that’s not all. The third sign to indicate a person might be a 

counterfeit, like Judas, is when they seek God with their religion. 

Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 

is in Heaven. Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not 
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prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 

many miracles? Then I will tell them plainly, I never knew you. Away 

from me, you evildoers!” 



The Bible declares that not everyone who says, “Lord, Lord” really 

belongs to the Lord. If their faith is based on pious religious deeds instead of a personal relationship, then they don’t belong to Christ. By the way, every one of those things can be counterfeited by the charismatic 

community today! 

•  Prophesy? 

•  Drive out demons? 

•  Supposed Miracles? 







And so, if you’re one of those people thinking that you’re going to 

Heaven, because you’re just trying to be a good religious person doing 

religious things, even charismatic religious deeds, then surely, you’re 

saved, right? Wrong! Jesus didn’t die on the cross so people could get 

religious for Him and have goosebumps on top of our goosebumps. No! 

He died on the cross so we could have a relationship with Him. And it’s 

my contention that this religious attitude has become an epidemic in the American Church, especially in these Last Days! And because of that, 

many people who claim to be alive in Christ are actually dead to Christ 

because of their religion, like this story reveals. 



THE DEAD CHURCH 



 “There was this new minister in a small Oklahoma town who spent the 

 first four days desperately calling in the church membership and begs them to come to his first services. But try as he might, nobody would come. 

  So, he decided to place a notice in the local newspapers, stating that the church was dead, and it was his duty to give it a decent Christian burial the following Sunday. 
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 Well, this of course, gets the curiosity of the whole town, and everyone turned out. And when they got there, they saw a coffin smothered in 

 flowers in front of the pulpit. 

  After the minister read the obituary and delivered a eulogy, he invited his congregation to step forward and pay their respects to the dearly 

 departed. 

  And without a moment’s hesitation a long line was formed because each person couldn’t wait to see what in the world was in the coffin. But, as soon as each person peeped into the coffin, a strange thing happened. 

 Each person quickly turned away with a guilty look. Why? 

  Because the minister had placed a large mirror inside the coffin, which meant that every single person simply saw themselves.” 

   

I place a mirror before us and the American Church today and say 

this, “If you have to have your arm twisted, to give up your time, treasure, talents and tongue for God, then maybe it’s because you don’t have a 

relationship with God. Maybe it’s because you’ve got a religion with 

God.” If you can’t ever seem to get motivated, to come hear the Word of 

God, then maybe one day, you’ll hear from God, “Away from me you 

evildoer, I never knew you!” Why? Because you’re worshiping God with 

your religion and not a relationship. It might be a sign you are a phony baloney believer. They didn’t lose their salvation, they never had it, just like Judas. 



Oh, but that’s not all. The fourth sign to indicate a person might be 

a counterfeit, like Judas, is when they seek God with their lips. 

Titus 1:15-16: “Everything is pure to those whose hearts are pure. But nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, because their 

minds and consciences are defiled. Such people claim they know God, but 

they deny him, by the way they live. They are despicable and disobedient, worthless for doing anything good.” 
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The Bible declares that not everyone who claims to know God 

really knows God. In fact, if all they do is give God lip service, instead of life service, then their so-called faith is actually worthless. So, if you’re one of those people thinking that all you have to do is not live like a 

Christian, but just say you’re a Christian, and somehow, you’ve become 

one, you’re in trouble! You’re only fooling yourself if you think you can sin up a storm, 6 days a week, and go to church service on the 7th and 

somehow everything’s just fine. Anybody can claim to know God all they 

want. But if they deny this claim by the way they live then they’re being a hypocrite. And this is not only detrimental to your soul, but to the souls of others. One person said this. 

 “The number one cause of atheism is Christians. Those who proclaim God with their mouths but deny Him in their lifestyles, are what the unbelieving world simply finds unbelievable.” 







Again, it’s my contention, that this lip service syndrome has 

become an epidemic in the American church, especially in these Last 

Days! Many people in churches today think that all you have to do is 

claim to know God, but never live for God, and somehow, you’re in like 

flint. But people, a true Christian is not one who lives for God just one hour a week. No! they live for Him every single day of their lives and God uses them to light this world on fire! 



When asked why so many people came to hear him preach, John 

Wesley said,  “It’s simple. If you light yourself on fire for Jesus Christ, people will come for miles just to watch you burn!” 



And maybe this is why the American church can’t seem to get the 

fires of revival burning across our nation anymore. Maybe it’s because 

people are worshiping God with their lips, but not their lives. Maybe the American church is flooded with phony baloney believers, just like Judas Iscariot. They didn’t lose their salvation, they never had it in the first place. In fact, you can claim to be a Christian all you want, but if you refuse to live like one, even this guy knows something’s wrong! 

  Speaker:  “I think if you are a true Christian, you don’t consider Christianity just a part of your life, it is your life. And if you follow the 
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 teachings of the bible, specifically Mark 16:15 which says, ‘Go out into the world and preach the good news to all creation.’ Then you have an obligation to share that faith with others. If you saw a building on fire and you knew there were people in it, and you were capable of running in there and saving someone who wouldn’t be able to help themselves. If you knew you could help them, would you just stand there and do nothing? 

  Unfortunately, by not clearly seeing the issue, I think that’s what a lot of Christians do. They just stand there. I think by and large most of it is that most Christians are not really well educated as to their own religions position on various issues. They consider worshiping Jesus to be part of their lives, but not their primary purpose, and I believe that true 

 Christianity considers it to be the primary purpose. And if you are a true Christian, you believe that those who are not Christians, those who have not followed the teachings of the Bible, that have not accepted Jesus Christ as their personal savior, those people aren’t going to Heaven. 

 They’re going to hell and hell is not a fun place. 

  I have heard Christians, that have the view that everyone is entitled to their own belief. And that’s not necessarily a bad position to have. But if you believe that what they believe is going to earn them a place in eternal suffering, then there’s a problem with that, in that you’re allowing them to be tortured for eternity. While at the same time, believing that you shouldn’t save them from that. It’s very awkward. If you really believe that people, who are not Christians, are going to hell, then that is a very serious consequence. 

  And if you don’t take that seriously, I think that you might be 

 compromising your own belief system. Those who take their faith seriously need to encourage or teach those who might not know how important that is. Sometimes, I think Christians are being labeled as, or are afraid of being labeled as a Bible-thumper, or to have negative connotations 

 associated with them. But that’s not necessarily negative if you’re a Christian. I think it’s something to be proud of. 
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 There’s nothing to be ashamed of, if you’re a Christian, about the Bible or being a Bible thumper. It’s something that you should be proud of and it’s something that you take seriously and it’s something that you should encourage others to take seriously as well. It might require you to 

 challenge yourself. To stand up in front of crowds, to talk to people that you don’t know. Missionaries work in places where the predominant 

 religion is not Christianity, and that’s a completely different scenario than you know, in most parts of the United States. But they take it in stride, they accept it, and they move on. 

  You shouldn’t take rejection personally but consider that you gave them a fighting chance. You gave them a fighting chance to Heaven, even if you do have to risk offending someone or risk a friendship. It’s a simple matter of waiting priorities. If I were a Christian, of course, I would take the Bible seriously. I respect people who take their beliefs seriously, and I would take the Bible teachings seriously. Among those teachings is the idea that there is a Heaven and there is a hell and those that accept Jesus Christ as their Savior go to Heaven, those that don’t go to hell, and implications of that are very far reaching.” 

  Narrator:  “And you are an atheist?” 

  Speaker:  “Yes, I am.” 

   

You can claim to be a Christian all you want, but if you refuse to 

live like one, even an atheist knows it might be a sign you’re a counterfeit, just like Judas! God knows who’s real and who’s not. You can fool me, but you can never fool Him! Don’t be a counterfeit. The point is this. Based on the counterfeits in Scripture, I’d say there’s no reason to assume a 

person can be a child of God, and somehow end up being a child of the 

devil again. Are you kidding me? People, the Bible is clear! God’s love for His children endures forever. No one can snatch you out of the Father’s 

hand! 
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 “All that the Father gives Me, will come to Me, and whoever comes to Me I will never drive away. I shall lose none of all those He has given Me. I will raise them up at the last day.” 



Therefore, the issue isn’t in losing your salvation but in making 

sure you got saved in the first place. 
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 Chapter Nineteen 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Losing Your Salvation Part 2 

As we saw in our last chapter, the Charismatic Movement believes 

that you can lose your salvation. This is just one of the aberrant beliefs, that we have been covering, that is not Biblical. But can a true born-again Christian really lose their salvation? No! The Bible is abundantly clear you cannot be snatched from the Father’s Hand. We saw just one passage 

that makes that clear, John 6:37-40. So, the question is, “Why would the charismatic community say you can lose your salvation?” 



Well, I think, number one, they forgot about the counterfeits. They 

look at people that say they are Christians, but they really are not. They make the assumption by someone saying, they are Christians, but they 

walked away. The Bible says, they never were with us from the very 

beginning. Including this guy. 

  CNN Live Reports:  “The first question out of the gate is just how in the heck do you just become atheist? After being a pastor for a whole year?” 

  Ryan Bell Former Seventh-Day Adventist Pastor:  “I think that over the past years, there has been some growing differences between myself and the denomination, over theology, some policy issues, some social issues, 
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 and our desire to stand with the gay/lesbian population in our community. 

 There are members of our church that were gay/lesbian, and transgender members. So, we came to some disagreements that were irreconcilable, and I think we all sort of agreed that I had outgrown my place in the Seventh-Day Adventist Church.” 

  CNN Live Reports:  “So how do you turn away from Christ, just like that?” 

  Ryan Bell:  “Yeah, I mean, people have made those kinds of statements. 

 Again, I think religion and faith are things that are full of nuance in people’s personal experiences. My experience is not like some others, and I think the tendency that people have is to think of religion and faith in binary categories, so you are all of one thing or you are all of another thing. Either you are completely a Christian and completely sold on all the ideas of being a Christian or you are an atheist and you have completely abandoned all faith. And I think the reality is that I have discovered, in the last 6 days for sure, is that the vast majority of people are somewhere between those two polls. And I’m with them, in that middle space.” 



Wow, where do you even start on that? Middle space. Does the 

Bible teach that there is this mystical, magical, middle space, middle 

ground where, I’m not exactly sold on Jesus Christ, but I’m not flat out pagan, I’m just kind of in this middle ground. No. There is no middle 

ground. That’s a lie. The Bible says you are either serving God or you are serving who? The devil. Oh, by the way, that guy was a pastor and now he says he’s an atheist. He lost his salvation. No. He never had it in the first place. And by way of recap: 

I John 2:19: “They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. 

For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but 

their going showed that none of them belonged to us.” 



So, he was a counterfeit. And it began to show. First of all, he 

didn’t start off in a good group. He was a pastor of a Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church. We studied that church in great detail and that’s not 
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Christianity. So, that wasn’t a good church to be in. But then, he didn’t care about what God’s Word says, he was about the social gospel. He was 

about what he thought was right or wrong, including homosexuality, etc. 

So, he wasn’t even following the Bible. The Bible says you didn’t lose 

your salvation, you never had it in the first place. This was the first thing that we took a look at in the last chapter. The charismatics say, “Look at that guy. He lost his salvation.” No. they forgot about the counterfeits. 



Now, the second thing that they forget about is the context. Believe 

it or not, these same people, not only disagree with the Bible, which again you are supposed to be a Christian and agree with the Bible. But they say that they are Christians, they say you can lose your salvation, which 

actually contradicts the Bible. Does God’s Word contradict Himself? No, 

So, if He says you are saved for evermore, and nothing can snatch you out of His hand, you are creating a contradiction. That can’t be from God 

because God never contradicts Himself. God never gets it wrong. So, even though they say you can lose your salvation, which contradicts the Bible, they actually have the audacity to say, “Oh yeah, the Bible says you can lose your salvation.” And they start whipping out these verses that seem like it, on the surface. But when you take a look at the context, that 100% 

of the time, because God doesn’t lie, when you’re saved, you are saved for evermore. But when you take a look at the context, that’s not what’s going on, in those passages. I’m going to give you several of them to show that every single time they blow it in the context. The Bible does not say that you can lose your salvation. Now, the first example is in Revelation 

chapter 3. I can’t tell you how many times I have heard people spit this out, “See right there, you can lose your salvation.” No, you can’t, that’s not even what He’s talking about. 

Revelation 3:15-16: “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. 

I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm- 

neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 



“Well, it’s right there. Jesus said, ‘If you’re a Christian you can 

lose your salvation. You can be spit out of the mouth of God.’ Nope, 

wrong answer. Now, it says that you could be spit out of His mouth, but 

they are taking it out of context. That is not at all what the context is 
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dealing with. First of all, if you look at the context, when John writes these letters to the seven churches, he draws a distinction between two groups of people. Christian and non-Christian. Hey, do non-Christians ever go to 

church services? And John draws this distinction by using the terms like 

“you” and “they.” And the reason we know these people were non-

Christians is because Jesus said, “You will know a false teacher by their fruit.” And how much fruit did these people have? None! They were 

neither cold nor hot. They were making Jesus want to puke, because they 

were posing to be Christians when in reality, they were imposters! Do 

people do that today? Therefore, this passage isn’t talking about Christians losing their salvation. It’s talking about people who never had salvation in the first place. Read the context! Here are a couple more passages they 

have taken out of context. 

Hebrews 6:4-6: “It is impossible for those who have once been 

enlightened, who have tasted the Heavenly gift, who have shared in the 

Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 

powers of the coming age, if they fall away, to be brought back to 

repentance.” 

Hebrews 10:26-27: “If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and raging fire that will consume the 

enemies of God.” 



Uh, oh! Here we have it. A Christian can fall away and lose their 

salvation, right? Wrong! On the surface it may seem to say that, but let’s look at the context. First of all, according to the context, we know these people aren’t Christians either, because they only “shared in,” or literally in the Greek, “partnered with” the Holy Spirit. The Bible is clear. A true Christian isn’t just an external partner with the Holy Spirit, they are an internal possessor of the Spirit. 



And the point he’s trying to make here is that even though these 

people have been “enlightened” to “taste” the goodness of the gospel, 

externally, they still weren’t going to receive it internally. The context of both passages is dealing with apostates. And they’ll never repent, because 
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even though they know it’s the truth, they still refuse to act on it! No amount of information is going to be good enough for them! Hey, do 

people do that today? 



They never received the gospel. It just stays in their heads. Does 

that even happen to people at churches. We get the gospel every single 

week. My guess is, unfortunately, there is, even after I’ve been here all these years, there’s probably people sitting here every single week. They get the gospel, and they shake their heads up and down, but they still don’t receive it. It’s right there. How many times do you need to witness to 

somebody? And they know it. “Yeah, I know, you told me before. Jesus is 

the way.” And they don’t do it, they don’t swallow, they don’t receive it. 

Externally, they have it in their heads, but it never makes it on the inside. 

That’s what he’s talking about there. 



And in case you still don’t see two groups of people here, saved 

and unsaved, the context clearly says over and over again “those who,” 

“those who,” “those who,” speaking of the behavior of the apostate. But 

then clarifies it at the end in verse 9, “Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in your case – things that 

accompany salvation.” Not apostasy! Therefore, these passages aren’t 

talking about a Christian losing their salvation. It’s talking about people who never had salvation in the first place! Read the context! Now let me give you another example. 

I Corinthians 9:26-27: “Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” 



Oh no, it says right there, a Christian can be disqualified and lose 

their salvation, right? Wrong! On the surface it may seem to say that, but let’s look at the context. First of all, according to the context, nowhere in this passage does it even talk about salvation, let alone mention it. It’s talking about prizes or Christian rewards. Does the Bible talk about 

rewards? Yes. There are at least five different rewards you can get when you get to Heaven. Revelation 4 says, we lay our crowns at His feet. It’s not a competitive thing, but it’s a privilege. Don’t you want to go there? 
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Instead of just I Corinthians 3, where it says they made it, but even as one escaping through the flames, all you’ve got is a pile of smoke for 

Jesus. I don’t want to give Him the smoke, I at least want to give him a couple of crowns. Not because of how I got there. It’s a privilege to lay them at His feet. 



And Paul’s beating his body into submission, not out of fear, that 

he’s going to be disqualified for his salvation, but because he doesn’t want to be disqualified for his reward in Heaven! He doesn’t want to waste his life on stupidity of this world, instead of investing it for the glory of God. 

Hey, do people do that today? Do Christians ever get sidetracked? Do they ever miss out on rewards that they could have earned? They were more 

concerned about this world, and they got off on this detour. Yeah, 

unfortunately, it happens all the time. Paul says he beats his body, he lives a disciplined life. So, remember Christ always comes first. Don’t run after this world. Be disciplined and don’t let this world distract you. Therefore, this passage isn’t talking about a Christian losing out on Heaven. It’s 

talking about Christians losing out on a reward in Heaven! Read the 

context! 

Galatians 5:3-4: “Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised, that he is obligated to obey the whole law. You who are 

trying to be justified by law, have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.” 



So, here we have it. A Christian can fall away from grace and lose 

their salvation. Wrong! On the surface it may seem to say that, but let’s look at the context. According to the context, some of the Galatian 

believers were being enticed by false teachers to make a fatal error. And that error was to go back to the Old Testament system of rules and 

regulations, as a means of living the Christian life. And Paul was 

desperately trying to get them to see that if they start obeying God, out of legalism instead of love, it will cut them off from the grace of God. Or in other words, short-circuit their power to live for God. 



Actually, Paul, who is very strong in the original language, is 

asking, “Who has bewitched you?” And the problems with the Galatians 

were that they were born-again Christians, and are now being indwelt with 
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the Holy Spirit, how do we live? By means of the Spirit. Internally, God writes His law on our hearts. I don’t need the Ten Commandments to tell 

me that it is wrong to lie, or murder and steal, the Holy Spirit convicts you. If you walk, and live, and keep in step with the Holy Spirit. You will not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. That’s the Spiritual way we live as 

Christians. What happens is these false teachers come into Galatia and say, 

“Oh no, you need to go back to the law. And Paul is saying, “No. What are you doing, you foolish Galatians?” If you go back to the rules and 

regulations, you will be cut off from the power of living a Christ like life. 

If we live by the Old Testament laws, then why do we need Jesus? Why do 

we need the Holy Spirit? If you go back to the rules and regulations, 

instead of learning to walk and live and keep in step with the Spirit of God, He will empower you to live that Christ like life, and stay away from the flesh, and experience the fruits of the Spirit. If you go back to that way, you are cut off. You’re not cut off from salvation, you are cut off from the power you need to live for Jesus. 



Do people do that today? Therefore, this passage isn’t talking 

about Christians losing their salvation from God. It’s talking about 

Christians losing their power to live for God! Sometimes, as a Christian you get to a point where religion is just a list of dos and don’ts. It just becomes some dry, stale, boring manmade religion to you. There’s no 

excitement, there’s no passion, there’s no daily walk with Jesus. It’s just about this 50-item list of things you can’t do, and here’s this growing list of things that you say can do, because you’ve decided it’s a gray area. I tell people, if you want to know what’s right or wrong? And this is usually with Christians, that have been saved a couple years, because they are now so wise in Christ. Because when they first got saved and indwelled with 

the Holy Spirit, they don’t know hardly any of the Bible, but the minute they go to pick up a bottle of whiskey, what happens? God’s going to 

convict them. So, do you need a sermon on it? Did you have to have the 

pastor tell you something on it? Just walk, live and keep in step and the Holy Spirit will let you know. But when you get older and wiser, as 

Christians, well that’s a gray area. I don’t think there are any gray areas. 

Because when you walk, live and keep in step with the Holy Spirit, the 

Spirit will let you know immediately. 
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In fact, what I have learned. If you ask yourself if any behavior or 

any direction or anything that you are doing, is acceptable to God. All you have to ask yourself is this, “Is this behavior or thought or direction or anything that I am doing, is it going to hinder or help my walk with 

Christ? Is it going to help or hinder my witness for Christ?” Immediately, you will have your answer. And if it isn’t clear and you still want to push it, then do this. This behavior, or this thing, that you’re contemplating or whatever it is, that’s in this gray area, I’ll tell you what. Jesus Christ is coming to you house for supper tonight. I want you to do that behavior in front of Him. Oh, you really have your answer then, don’t you? That’s the games we play. That’s what Paul says. We walk by means of the Spirit. 

But if we want to go back to just a bunch of rules and regulations, you 

don’t have any power to live for Christ. Does that ever happen to 

Christians? Yes, it happens all the time. 



And the point is this. Based on the context of Scripture, I’d say 

there really is no reason to assume a person can be a child of God and 

somehow end up being a child of the devil again. Are you kidding me? 

The Bible is clear! God’s love for His children endures forever. And if you don’t think so, then maybe it’s a sign you’ve forgotten the context. And anytime that you find a possible contradiction, it’s because man is 

involved in it. Not God. God doesn’t contradict Himself. 



Now the third mistake is they forget the corruption of man. Now, if 

your goal in life was to build up your self-esteem, to feel good about 

yourself. Let’s let the apostle Paul tear you down. You think you are so cool? This is one of my favorite passages. God will set you straight. 

Romans 3:9-18: “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: There is not one righteous, not even one; there is not one who understands, not one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is not one who does good, not even one. Their throats are open graves, their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is on their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and 

bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace, they do not know. There is no fear of God 

before their eyes.” 
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That explains our society. If people feared God, would they be 

doing what they are doing? They don’t fear what is going to happen. If 

you’re not a Christian, you are storing up God’s wrath. That’s all you’re doing. All you are doing is just storing up more wrath as you head straight to hell. You’re not afraid, you have no fear of God, and that is why our society is out of control. 



In light of our text, I know this might be a tough question, but how 

many people are righteous like God? And how many understand the things 

of God? How many seek God? And how many are as good as God? 

Therefore, gee whiz, I’d say mankind’s just a little bit corrupt, how about you? And people, the point is this. Unless we understand the corruption of man, we’re never going to understand the salvation of man, let alone 

realize how secure it really is. God uses certain terms in the Scripture to describe our salvation, that it is absolutely safe, and complete and secure, because of this issue, the corruption of man. He’s telling us that if our salvation was up to us, and not even talking 1%, I’m talking about 

0.0001%, if you are honest with the corruption of man, then how many of 

us is going to get there? None, we’re all doomed straight to hell. That’s why, when He talks about salvation, He says that because of the corruption of man, I had to give it to you as a gift. Because corruption can’t earn it. 

Romans 3:23; 6:23: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 



According to our text, the Bible is clear. There’s no way in the 

world we could ever earn our salvation, right? What did the text say? 

Because of the corruption of man, we’ve earned what? We’ve earned 

death! We deserve to die and go to hell, right? Therefore, in light of our condition, salvation is offered as a what? A gift, right? It has to be! And so, the question is this. If salvation is offered as a gift, regardless of our behavior, then how could there be a behavior to cause us to lose it? Stop and think about it. If there was, it would no longer be a gift, would it? 

Absolutely not! Therefore, I’d say since salvation is offered as a gift from God, it must also be secure in God. 
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The next term that is used from the corruption of man is that 

salvation is obtained by faith. 

Ephesians 2:8-9: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – 

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” 



According to our text, the Bible is clear. Once again, there’s no 

way in the world we could earn our salvation, right? What did the text 

say? We are saved by the grace of God through faith in God, right? Why? 

Because of the same reason. The corruption of man. We have nothing to 

boast about in our behavior before God, do we? No! Therefore, in light of our condition, salvation is obtained by what? By faith, right? It has to be! 

And so, the question is this. If salvation is obtained by faith regardless of our behavior, then how could there be a behavior, to cause us to lose it? 

Stop and think about that. If there was, it would no longer be by faith, would it? Absolutely not! 



But not only that, if you could work yourself out of your salvation, 

then how is that any different than working for your salvation? Isn’t that just the flip side of the same coin? Therefore, I’d say since salvation is obtained by faith in God, it must also be secured in God.  The point is this. 

Based on the corruption of man, there’s no reason to assume a person can be a child of God, and somehow end up, being a child of the devil again. 

The Bible is clear! God’s love for His children endures forever. And if a person doesn’t think so, then maybe it’s a sign they’ve forgotten the 

corruption of man. 



The fourth mistake that they have made is that they have forgotten 

the atonement of Christ. I’m thinking that Jesus made many explosive 

statements, that when you are saved, you are saved for evermore. 

John 19:28,30: “Jesus knew that  everything was now finished, and to fulfill the Scriptures He said, I am thirsty. When Jesus had tasted it, He said, ‘It is finished!’ Then he bowed he head and gave up His spirit.” 



I know this might be another tough question, but when Jesus said 

His atoning work on the cross, for our sins, was finished, how many of 
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you think He meant finished? That means His work is over, isn’t it? It’s a done deal, right? Well, you’d think so but here’s the problem. You see, 

when a person says you can lose your salvation, they are in essence saying that Christ’s atonement is not finished, because they’re assuming there’s certain sins we can still commit and lose our salvation. One of the sins they bring up is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. They say if a Christian does this, they will lose their salvation. Now, I’ve said this before, and it’s a little graphic, but you are crawling up on the cross, and slapping Jesus in the face. And I don’t recommend that, because you are saying that He 

didn’t finish the job. And the rest is up to you, to stay away from these certain ones. But let’s take a look at that text. And this is one of the most abused verses in the Scripture. 

Matthew 12:30-31: “He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. And so, I tell you, every sin and 

blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” 



What’s creepy is that passage does say, plain as day, that there is 

one sin that’s not forgiven. But the point is this, notice to whom this 

passage is addressed to. It’s to people who were claiming that the works of Jesus were being done by the devil and not by the Spirit of God. 

Therefore, of course, it’s not forgiven because these people aren’t 

Christians in the first place! A Christian wouldn’t do that! That’s what’s called a straw man argument. But even more importantly is the timing of 

this sin. No one today can commit the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit even 

if they wanted to. Why? Because it was when Jesus was here during his 

earthly ministry, that people accused Him of doing things under the devil’s power, instead of the Spirit’s power, hence the blasphemy of the Holy 

Spirit. 



But since Jesus is no longer here in His earthly ministry but is 

seated at the right hand of the Father in Heaven, how can somebody 

commit this sin? They can’t! It could only be committed during His 

earthly ministry, not today! Now, it might be during the Millennial 

Kingdom, and we won’t be here, because we will have been Raptured. We 

lose the sin nature, and we will be part of the Millennial Kingdom, so we 
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won’t be of that camp. But the people who repopulate with the sin nature in the Millennial Kingdom, with Jesus ruling and reigning on the planet, maybe they could do it then. But can it happen today? No. Because Jesus 

is not here physically, He’s not physically here performing miracles, which means we cannot physically accuse him, to His face, of doing this under 

the power of satan, and not the Spirit of God. They have completely taken it out of context. So, you cannot commit the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible is clear that once you accept Christs’ atonement for your sins, He will take away all your sins, once and for all, forever. Why? Because it is finished! And that’s exactly what the writer of Hebrews says. 

Hebrews 10:14: “For by a single offering He has  forever completely cleansed and perfected those who are consecrated and  made Holy.” 



I don’t know about you, but I’d say if Jesus forever cleansed us 

from our sins, even to the point of being considered “perfect” in the eyes of God, then there’s no way in the world that we can do something else, to make us “imperfect” again, right? It is finished! Therefore, I’d say since salvation is based on the atonement of Christ, it must also be secure in Christ. Based on the atonement of Christ, there is no reason to assume a person can be a child of God, and somehow end up being a child of the 

devil again. The Bible is clear! God’s love for His children endures 

forever. And if a person doesn’t think so, then maybe it’s a sign they’ve forgotten the Atonement of Christ. The fifth mistake they make is that they forgot about common sense. 

John 3:3: “In reply Jesus declared, I tell you the truth, no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 



What does a person have to do in order to see the Kingdom of 

God? They have got to be born again. Anybody with common sense could 

figure that one out, right? Well, you’d think so, but here’s the problem. 

Those who say you can lose your salvation, in essence, are not applying 

common sense to what they’re saying. Let me give you an example. The 

first place they don’t apply common sense is right there in our text. Once again, what did it say? If you’re going to be saved, you have to be born-
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again, right? And this is precisely the problem. If you say you can lose your salvation, then aren’t you implying you can unborn yourself? But 

what does common sense tell us? Once something’s born, it can’t be 

unborn. In fact, one guy put it this way. 



NO BORN AGAIN, AGAIN 



 “When one is born of the Spirit, it is something that can never be undone. 

 Some things can never be reversed once they are done. You cannot 

 unscramble eggs. Neither can you un-hatch a chicken. 

  You could not get your leg back if you had it amputated. Even so, you cannot be unborn after you are born. Jesus did not say you had to be born and born again. No! Just once is enough, if you let God do it.” 



I’d say that guy is applying some common sense, how about you? 

If something born cannot be unborn, then how in the world can we lose 

our salvation? Isn’t that what common sense is telling you? But here is 

another place where common sense is not applied. 

I John 5:13: “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may  know that you have eternal life.” 



Christians can know, without a shadow of a doubt, that we have 

eternal life. Anybody with common sense could figure that one out. But 

here’s the problem. If you say you can lose your salvation, then aren’t you implying eternal life, is not eternal after all? Precisely! Common sense tells us that which is eternal, can never become  un-eternal. Therefore, the point is this. If we receive eternal life, that lasts forever, then how in the world could we ever lose our salvation? Isn’t that what common sense is 

telling us? The third place where commonsense is not applied is this next text. 

 II Corinthians 5:16-17: “So from now on we regard no one from a 

worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do 
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so, no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 



When we get saved, we become a new creation. Anybody with 

common sense could figure that out, but here’s the problem. Even after 

sharing all this information, we’ve gone through two chapters on the 

security of our salvation, there’ll still be those who say something like this. 

 “Well, maybe one day a Christian will no longer want to be a Christian. 

 Maybe one day they’ll decide not to follow God anymore and lose their salvation.” 

   

But what did we just read in the text? When you become a 

Christian, you no longer act or think like you used to. Everything is 

changed. Because you’ve been transformed into a new and different 

person, a new creation. Therefore, doesn’t common sense tell you, that a true follower of Christ, would never even think of forsaking Christ? Of 

course! For instance, how many would want to go straight to hell right 

now, forever? Exactly! That’s my point! Doesn’t it make common sense 

that no true Christian would even think of giving up their salvation even if they could! And if they did, as we saw last time, I John 2:19 says it was a sign they weren’t even saved in the first place! They were counterfeit! 

Based on usage of common sense, there’s no reason to assume a person 

can be a child of God and somehow end up being a child of the devil 

again. The Bible is clear! God’s love for His children endures forever. And if a person doesn’t think so, then maybe it’s a sign they’ve forgotten to use some common sense. 



The sixth mistake they make is that they forgot the clear passages. 

Believe it or not, I have got to address the clear passages in the Bible, that declare it’s utterly impossible to lose our salvation. Therefore, to put the nail in the coffin, so to speak, lets see what God has to say about the 

security of our salvation. 



IS OUR SALVATION SECURE? 
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•  John 5:24: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my Word and 

believe Him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” 

•  John 6:37: “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 

whoever comes to Me I will never drive away.” 

•  John 10:28: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand.” 

•  Romans 8:35, 38-39: “Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 

nakedness or danger or sword? For I am convinced that neither 

death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 

the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

•  I Corinthians 1:8: “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

•  II Corinthians 1:21-22: “Now it is God who makes both us and 

you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set His seal of ownership 

on us, and put His Spirit in our hearts as a deposit,  guaranteeing 

what is to come.” 



You got the Spirit of God the moment of salvation. It’s the 

guarantee that you are going to get there. 

•  Ephesians 1:14: “The Spirit is God’s guarantee that He will give us everything He promised and that He has purchased us to be His 

own people. This is just one more reason for us to praise our 

glorious God.” 

•  Philippians 1:6: “Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you, will carry it on to completion, until the day of 

Christ Jesus.” 

•  II Timothy 4:18: “The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to His Heavenly Kingdom.” 
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•  Hebrews 7:25: “Therefore He is able to save  completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to 

intercede for them.” 



If Jesus is always there to intercede for us, then how can we lose 

that? 

•  Hebrews 9:12: “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves, but he entered the Most Holy Place once, for all, by His 

own blood, having obtained  eternal redemption.” 

•  Hebrews 9:15: “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised 

 eternal inheritance.” 

•  I Peter 1:3-4: “He has given us new birth into a living hope and into an inheritance that can  never perish, spoil or fade – kept in Heaven for you.” 



Who’s going to climb up to Heaven and take it out of God’s vault? 

Nobody. Talk about something that’s secure. 





•  I Peter 1:8-9: “Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving 

the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 



Do you see the joy there? In the Greek, it means … Have you ever 

seen a cow when you open the stall gate after it’s been penned up for a 

long time? When you open the gate, they come out jumping and kicking, 

so happy to be free. That’s the word that is used here. In the Greek, it’s an uncontrollable joy, literally, where you are jumping up and down. That’s what he’s saying here, you don’t see Him now, but you believe in Him and you’re so excited. I’m going to Heaven, and nobody can take it away. I 

know even now as a Christian, I have blown it, and there’s not a day that’s gone by that I’m not perfect and I’m going to Heaven. 
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•  I John 5:13: “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may  know that you have  eternal life.” 



How many different ways does God have to tell us, that when He 

saves us, He save us absolutely and completely? And I have two concerns 

for the charismatic community. First of all, you forgot about the 

counterfeits, the context, the corruption of man, the atonement of Christ, the use of common sense and especially the clear passages in Scripture. 



If you still think that somehow you can lose it, you don’t have the 

joy. And dare I say, here’s another thing you don’t have. You don’t have peace. Because you are always freaking out. And those who preach that 

from the pulpit, you are instilling a false fear into the people. Shame on you! After what Christ has done for us. You are denigrating the cross. 



But again, here’s my concern, how far can you push it, and you 

say, which the Bible doesn’t say, but you say that you can work yourself out of salvation. And you’re really not trusting in grace. You are trusting in your own works, which means, you haven’t received the gospel. Which 

means you are in trouble. It’s not that you are in trouble with losing your salvation, but if you’re trusting in works, you better get it. You never had it. And maybe that’s why you’re freaking out. 



I could share testimony after testimony. Two of the elders I served 

with when I pastored in New York. They would tell me of a church that 

preached that you could lose your salvation. They said it was the most 

horrid, wretched, experience. They were under that lie for years, and they said that every Sunday they went forward at the altar call. Because they couldn’t make it for a week. One said he would be up there praying that 

God would forgive him again, and it would only be a nanosecond before 

he knew he would blow it again. They had no peace. And believe me, the 

people who appreciated the fact that their salvation was secure, it was 

these guys. Being under an umbrella that instilled fear, they had no peace, they had no joy. But this is what God gives us. 



That is my concern. How far can you push it and you’re not really 

even saved? So, the issue is not only can you lose your salvation, but the question is also, do you really have it? Or if you do have it, read God’s 
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Word. Get back to God’s Word and receive that peace and jump and down 

with joy. Because it is complete in Christ. 



In fact, no matter how crippled by sin you feel, no matter if you 

feel you can’t spiritually walk anymore, no matter if spiritually, your legs are giving out, you’re going to make! You’re going to finish! Your 

Heavenly Father is going to make sure you make it. Why? Because He 

who began a good work in you, will carry you across the finish line 

Himself. Like this father did with his son. 

This clip opens with a dad pushing his son, who is in a wheelchair, 

through the door. They are outside, the dad is running, pushing the chair. 

They are running in a marathon. The son looks to be in his 20s but he is very disabled and is only barely able to lift his arms up as if to say we are on our way to the finish line. The marathon is run in different stages. The first was running, the second phase is swimming. The father put his son in a raft, and he proceeds to swim to the other side, pulling his son. The son can only lay on the raft because he is unable to sit up by himself. Once they get to the other side, the dad picks up his son and carries him to the next phase which is the bicycles. 

The men helped the dad put a helmet on his son, and strapped him into the seat on the front of the bike. Everyone is cheering as they see the dad 

carrying his grown son in his arms. As they are riding the bicycle down 

the highway, we get a close up of the son and how happy he is that his dad is doing something like this for him, that he would never be able to do on his own. He has a big smile on his face. He is so happy. They make it to the next phase, but by now all the other athletes have already finished and it is now dark. But the dad keeps pushing on. You can tell he is worn out. 

All the crowd are still in their seats waiting for the arrival of the son and father to cross the finish line. And that is exactly what they did. They finished the race. Everyone is cheering and the son is overjoyed. 

Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 



You can do it. You can make it across the finish line. You know 

why? That father wanted his son to know what it felt like to cross the 
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finish line. I have lost count of how many races they have ran. But they finish every time. You know why? Because the father makes sure of it. 

Because the finish line is in the fathers’ hands. And he never quits, and he never loses. He always finishes. And that’s what Jesus has done for us. 

Sometimes we feel like we can’t walk anymore, my walk with Christ is all messed up. But you’re going to get there. Because he who began a good 

work in you, is going to complete it. Your salvation is not based on you pushing the chair, it’s the father pushing you, and you will get there. That is what I hope the charismatic community will understand. That’s what 

they are missing out on. 
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 Chapter Twenty 

———————————— 

Unbiblical 

Charismatic Prayers 

As a recap we have been dealing with the aberrant beliefs of the 

charismatic community. These are the things that they say are Biblical but are not! In our last chapter the question was asked, “Why would the 

charismatic community say you can lose your salvation?” We discovered 

that there are six reasons. 

•  They’ve forgotten about the counterfeits. 

•  They’ve forgotten about context. 

•  They’ve forgotten about the corruption of man. 

•  They’ve forgotten about the atonement of Christ. 

•  They’ve forgotten about the commonsense terms. 

•  They’ve forgotten about the clear passages. 



Now we are going to get into the fifth aberrant belief which is the 

so-called Spiritual prayer. These are the so-called secret prayer techniques, that only they have been given. The special instructions, by God, to do for the rest of us. Really? First of all, let’s remind ourselves what prayer is all about, biblically. 
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Luke: 6:12-16: “One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray and spent the night praying to God. When morning came, he called 

his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated 

apostles. Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, 

Philip, Bartholemew, Matthew, Thomas, James, son of Alphacus, Simon 

who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James and Judas Iscariot, who 

became a traitor.” 



According to our text, I think it’s pretty obvious. Right before a 

very important decision, was needed to be made by Jesus, the choosing of His twelve disciples, He was what? He was praying, right? In fact, He was praying all night, the text said. 



Let’s be honest. How many of us have ever done that? You know, 

spent a whole night praying to God? I mean, let’s be honest, it sounds 

impossible, doesn’t it? But not if you understand what true prayer is. The word “prayer” comes from a couple of Greek words “euchomai” and 

“deesis.” If you put them together it means simply this, “to pray or ask for, to call to one’s aid.” Or to put it in even simpler terms, it’s simply 

communication with God. That’s it! Nothing more, nothing less! 



You’re just talking to God, letting Him know you’re likes, your 

dislikes, your needs, etc. and you’re doing it in high times, low times, whatever time it is, you’re just talking to God in an open and honest 

communications, right? You know, like in a normal conversation. And 

people, that’s precisely the problem. 



For some reason, when we think of prayer, we think it’s some 

mysterious religious thing, that only the “super duper spiritual people,” 

know how to do, after years and years of practice! Are you kidding me? 

That’s not what I see Jesus doing. I don’t see any indication in that text that He was engaged in some secret mysterious religious technique, that 

He alone had mastered with the Father, over the years, and too bad we 

didn’t know! No! He simply communicated to God the Father, all night 

long, expressing his desires and thoughts, right? And folks, I’m telling you, in a nutshell, that’s what prayer is. Nothing more, nothing less! 



It’s just having a normal heartfelt conversation, just like you’d 

have with a friend, only your audience this time is with God. It’s not that hard to figure out. How many of you can talk? But seriously, if you can 
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talk, guess what? You know how to pray! That’s all it is. And as far as 

staying up all night. How many of you guys have stayed up most of the 

night with a good friend, you haven’t seen in a while, talking about old times? Well guess what? You have the ability to pray to God all night 

long, like Jesus did, whether you realize it or not. 



But it goes even a step further. You see, I can pray or communicate 

with God whenever and wherever I go, because He’s with me, wherever I 

go. And that’s why the Bible says I can do this. 

I Thessalonians 5:17: “Pray continually.” 



Now, let’s be honest. This is another passage that is seemingly 

impossible. Not just praying all night long, but now praying all alone, 

Non-stop, all the time, continually. I mean how do you do that, right? 

Well, again, it’s not that hard to understand if you understand what true prayer is. Remember, it’s just simply communication with God, whenever 

and wherever we go, just like in a natural normal conversation. So, that means, if I’m at home, I can talk with Him. If I’m driving down the road, I can talk with Him. If I’m at work, I can talk with Him, about anything and everything, because He’s with me wherever I go. And it’s nothing forced 

or phony. It’s a natural and spontaneous conversation, just like in a normal relationship. You just talk about things in the natural course of the day as they naturally arise. It’s spontaneous! That’s praying continually! There’s nothing mystical or magical about it at all! 



But Jesus also tells of how not to pray. And this is precisely what 

the charismatics do! 

Matthew 6:5-8: “And  when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 

But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.” 
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So here we see that Jesus not only assumed we would be praying 

with the phrase there,  when, not if, but He also told us how to pray effectively and intimately, unlike the hypocrites and the pagans, right? The first way He told us not to pray, was like the religious hypocrites of His day, that were doing it only for show, to impress other people. Or two like the pagans who were just babbling on and on and on, thinking they were 

actually impressing God, or demonstrating how spiritual they are! 



He said, “No! Don’t do that!” Because that’s not a personal 

relationship with the Father. That’s a dry, stale, stupid, boring man-made religion, and He didn’t come for that? He did not die on the cross for a dumb, boring religion! He died on the cross for a beautiful, intimate 

relationship with His children. 



This is what the charismatic community has twisted. They merge 

Christian prayer with New Age and Hinduism practices and call it 

Christian. They use the same technique they did with their aberrant 

behavior. They slap Christianese on it, and somehow that makes it 

spiritual. It’s not slain, it’s slain in the spirit. It’s not drunk, it’s drunk in the spirit. This is what they’ve also done to prayer. They slap Christian words on it to make their so-call spiritual prayer sounds Christian. 

They’ve got these four different ways, new prayer techniques out there. 

They are super-duper spiritual, that you and I have got to be a part of. 



The first one is called not just prayer, but it’s “sozo” prayer. Now 

for those who are familiar with Greek, that is a very spiritual word. The word sozo means “save” or “deliver.” It’s got to be spiritual. No, just 

because you slap a Greek word on it, doesn’t make it Biblical. It is defined as “a unique inner healing and deliverance ministry. So, even in prayer, we need to go to the spiritual guru in order to have a breakthrough with God. 

No, remember, in Hebrews we have direct access to God. We don’t need 

any intercessor. I can go directly to God myself. I can have an intimate prayer life with Him, I don’t need you, and I certainly don’t need to pay for it. 



The main aim is to get to the root of those things hindering your 

personal connection with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Sozo has its 

roots in the Charismatic Movement, being created by the Bethel Church, 

in Redding, California. A sozo session supposedly provides wholeness and freedom for the Sozoee (the one seeking deliverance). It requires the 
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presence of a mediator, or guide, who is trained to walk Sozoees through a time of prayer and reflection, that is supposed to facilitate intimacy with God. 



Now here is a video from Bethel explaining their sozo prayer, but 

it’s not really prayer. This is one of their Fireside Chats. 





Dan Fairley:  “Hello everyone, welcome to our fireside chat. I’m your host for today and I am with Dawna DeSilva and Teresa Liebscher, who are leaders of our sozo team and our sozo ministry. I’m glad to be here with you. We’re going to have a good time. Let’s just start with the basics. 

 What is a sozo?” 

  Dawna DeSilva:  “Sozo is an individual time of prayer and deliverance, where we are going to look at the wounds in your life, maybe some of the lies that you believed, that hindered you from walking fully in your destiny. 

 I think one of the things … (and she looks at Teresa). What does that look like? Do you want to take that?” 

  Teresa Liebscher:  “The sozo ministry is a place where we go in, find the wounds and lies, find the roots of issues, that stop people from being able to deal with life. Being able to deal with issues that are coming into their lives. Plus, we also go in and help you find, develop and heal the reasons why you don’t have a good relationship with each member of the God 

 Head. Sozo is not counseling, it is not a prayer ministry.” 



Then, what is it? At the beginning they said it was a time of prayer, 

but it’s not a prayer. They are just making it up as they go. The reason why it’s not prayer, is because the facilitator guides the Sozoee through an ascent of the “Father Ladder,” in which the Sozoee is encouraged to 

“visualize” God, and speak to the image of the Lord, created in the mind’s eye. This is followed by identifying various “doors” that have allowed sin to enter one’s life, closing them, and “sealing” them by the blood of Jesus. 

Obstacles to the process are identified as “walls” that must be torn down. 

When a “door” is closed or a “wall” is demolished, the Sozoee is told to give a single clap of the hands, supposedly to help disengage the lie that had taken root in his or her mind. 
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So, that’s all I have to do. Boy, I’d be clapping up a storm. This is 

crazy. Oh, and by the way, you have to go to a special spiritual guru, with their techniques, to find out what you can’t see in you, and then they are going to lead you on, using their techniques, to free you from all those things that are hindering you. This is not New Age, but it’s warmed over Scientology, where their practitioner is there to supposedly get rid of those negative egrams, that were stuck on by aliens, to fulfill your potential using Hubbard’s occult techniques. And they were the only ones with their techniques that could get those negative things off of you. How is that any different? And, as we saw, Scientology is clearly out of the occult. That’s all this is. But hey, if you use a Greek word in front of it and it makes it Biblical. 



Sozo practitioners even claim to track down spiritual wounds 

acquired in the womb! Of course, none of this is found in Scripture. 

Intimacy with God is definitely something we should seek, however, 

attaining intimacy with God, via a facilitated mental journey, through 

visualizations and new spiritual experiences, if fraught with danger. The experience-based, extra-biblical practices of Sozo are of human invention, and require human instruction – not to mention the payment of a 

“suggested donation.” With its visualization techniques, guided 

meditation, and “soaking prayer,” Sozo is, in many ways closer to New 

Age mysticism than to Christianity. Which is precisely why they are 

selling New Age books on their website. 

Narrator:  “People say that Bill Johnson is such a great teacher, is such a great writer, but it’s actually what’s going on in the background that concerns us. The spreading of New Age practices is a spreading of a New Age anointing of a foreign spirit. Those are the things that really worry us about Bethel. In 2012 the Bethel crowd put out this book, ‘The Physics of Heaven.’ The subtitle says it all. ‘Exploring God’s Mysteries of Sound, Light, Energy, Vibrations, and Quantum Physics.’ Many Christian leaders, when they have read this book, say it is the most ‘New Age’ thing that they had ever seen. The contents are unbelievable. Just the chapter headings alone are proof enough - ‘Vibrating in Harmony with God,’ ‘The God 

 Vibration,’ ‘Dolphin Therapy,’ ‘Quantum Mysticism,’ ‘Human Body 

 Frequencies.’  
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 What on earth is a major ministry like Bethel doing promoting such a weird and mystical work? Of course, this deeply New Age book is still sold on the Bethel website to this day.” 

   

And that tells you where all their inspiration comes from. This is 

all New Age and they just slapped Christianese on it. And this is the 

seduction of Bethel. Remember what we saw in “Church History?” What 

was one of the techniques that false teachers had to deal with in early 

church history? How did the false teachers get their false teaching into the minds of Christians? They put them to little toons, little catchy toons, that would get stuck in your head. Especially denying the deity of Christ. They put it to music. Bethel was seducing people with their music, to get them to come there, and by the way, not all of the lyrics of their music are good. 

They are seducing people and indoctrinating them into this balony. Music is usually the carrot, to get you to come and join the sewer pipe. 



The Bible tells us that a Christian’s peace is found in Biblical 

prayer and thanksgiving, not through being “Sozoed” (Philippians 4:6-7), and God will complete His work in him (Philippians 1:6). A Christian has no need of extra, man-made programs when he has already been blessed 

with “every spiritual gift in the Heavenly realms (Ephesians 1:3).” A Christian has the written Word of God and needs not seek further 

messages from God, or new experiences in the spiritual realm. One of our goals is to “no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching (Ephesians 4:14).” Sozo is yet another “wind of teaching” that believers, moving toward maturity, would do well to avoid. 



Now another one that they have is the “soaking prayer.” And who 

doesn’t just love to come home at night and soak in that tube? So, it’s got to be right. Wrong. It’s called “soaking prayer” and sometimes it’s called 

“listening prayer.” Another phrase, that we already dealt with in our New Age study, and I’m sorry, I have to repeat myself, soaking prayer, listening prayer, contemplating prayer, it’s all what they want us to believe. 



Since the 1990s there has been an increased focus on mysticism 

within various segments of Christianity. Soaking prayer is one such 

mystical activity. It is described as resting in God’s presence. This is accomplished by playing some gentle worship songs, either sitting or lying 
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down, and praying short, simple prayers for an extended period of time, 

but otherwise keeping your mind free of other thoughts. At the point when you sense God’s presence through some type of manifestation like tingling skin, a sensation of heat or cold, or even a gentle wind seemingly blowing through your body, you are to just “soak” in that presence. However, when soaking prayer is examined accordingly, we find that it comes up wanting for Biblical support. Nowhere in the Bible can this model of prayer be 

found. 



Prayer, in its simplest form, in the Bible, is calling on the name of 

the Lord (Genesis 4:26) and in each instance where it is found in Scripture, it is descriptive of communicating with God. The Bible doesn’t tell us to empty our mind, it tells us to speak intelligently. Soaking prayer starts that way, but quickly devolves into a trance-like meditative state. 

This is when soaking prayer ceases to be Biblical, and becomes more like a New Age practice, or something an adherent of Hinduism, would 

participate in. And since this puts you into a trancelike, meditative state, just like New Age and Hinduism, you run the risk of being controlled by 

another spirit, this is not from God, and you start acting like it. 



I think that a lot of these practices, and the aberrant behaviors that 

we saw before, if you keep going into these things and you will achieve 

your goal. You’re going to make a connection, but it’s not the Spirit of God. And I think that explains a lot of these wacked out behaviors that we see in the Charismatic Movement. 

Narrator:  “The is the stuff that John Crowder and his friends have been spreading all over the earth. Welcome to “Slosh Fest,” that they hold every year attracting hundreds and hundreds of people. And of course, if anybody questions what they are doing, they are immediately accused of being a religious pharisee. So, apparently, we are not even allowed to use our discernment, even though the Bible commands us to do so. Here it is being done, ministering this drunkenness anointing, to the young people at Bill Johnson’s Bethel Church, in Redding, California. In fact, a lot of this movement now is targeting young people. 

  Bill Johnson is a very famous charismatic leader and author of the book, 

 ‘When Heaven Invades Earth.’ But what people don’t realize is that Bill’s 
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 church in Redding, is one of the major centers of this drunkenness and anointing in North America. They specialize in what they call, ‘the fire tunnel,’ where they impart this anointing to all the young people. 

  Can you imagine walking into a room that sounds like this? (people are laughing hysterically, hollering at the top of their lungs, moaning, falling on the floor). Another major center, where they are imparting this 

 drunkenness and anointing onto the young people is IHOP, the 

 International House of Prayer, in Kansas City. Here is the IHOP founder, Mike Bickle welcoming Bill 

 Johnson and the main Toronto 

 Blessing leaders to partner with 

 IHOP.” 

  IHOP spokeswoman:  “The three 

 rivers, Kansas City, Redding and 

 Toronto must come together.” 

  Narrator:  The Bible warns us 

 again and again, in the Last Days, be sober, be vigilant, don’t be drunk. 

 So, why is the Charismatic Movement giving itself over to metaphysical states, that seem the opposite of sobriety and the opposite of Holiness? In fact, they look like outright paganism. There is also Rick Joyner’s 
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 Morningstar Church. This is the other major center of anointing in North America. Can anybody please tell me the difference between this and 

 outright paganism. As we can see, a lot of this stuff has a real New Age feel to it. When you go to John 

 Crowders’ website, he openly advertises 

 his mystical schools. Where they can 

 learn to operate in trances, raptures, 

 and ecstatic prayer, experience physical 

 phenomena of mysticism, get activated 

 in creative miracles, signs and wonders, 

 understand and access new creation 

 realities, spirit travel and every other New Age thing, if you can imagine. 

 And yet, Christian leaders all over the world are promoting these 

 ministries. I hope you can see all these different ministries and streams are really one big movement, ignited by the strange anointing, that started spreading everywhere in the 1990s. And still, they are spreading it today. 

  So, now we are left with an enormous worldwide church, that is absolutely loaded with spiritual forces and practices and experiences, that seem to come straight out of eastern mysticism. People are being deceived into guided visualization, astral travel, centering prayer, stigmata, and all kinds of New Age practices. Of course, they call them different names, like contemplative prayer and spirit travel, to hide the fact how totally New Age they are.” 

   

So, again, how do they get people to swallow it? They say it’s 

spiritual and they look down on you and I. Remember what he said? You 

can’t even question this or you’re a religious pharisee. Excuse me, I’m 

supposed to test all things according to Scripture. That’s what the Bible says, and I think I will just stick to the Bible. But again, what are they doing? They just changed the name, and somehow, it’s spiritual. But we 

look down on it because we don’t go along with this. This is the bill of goods that they are selling people. They do have the correct first letter of the name of this “S” but what it should be called is “satanic prayer.” Just call it for what it is. This is not of God at all! 
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But this is what they say. You have to do it over and over again in 

order to break through, in your walk with God. This is how you are going to achieve intimacy, and spiritual maturity. To practice soaking or listening pray, people are told to “clear their minds” (something the Bible never 

tells us to do) and spend concentrated time listening for “God’s voice.” 

The divine message may come through images in their minds, through 

words, through ideas, through physical sensations, or through “gut 

feelings,” and “receive new revelations.” What? Not only does it open 

behavior like that, but I don’t need a new revelation. The Bible is it! If you stick with this, you can’t be steered wrong. We go through this all the 

time. That’s why I think it’s so sad. Since when isn’t the Bible enough? 

Why do we have to go whoop something up, get some show going on, get 

goose bumps on top of goose bumps, what’s wrong with the Bible? You 

will never be able to plumb the depths of it. There is so much in it. Yet so much time is begin wasted, and so many people are being led astray into 

dangerous New Age, Hindu, occult practices. 



This type of subjectivity bypasses the objective, written Word of 

God as our sole rule for faith and practice. The passive receptivity of 

listening prayer has more to do with New Age and occult practice than 

with Biblical prayer. Biblical prayer follows Biblical instructions. We are to pray in faith (James 1:6) in direct address to God (Matthew 6:9), in Jesus’ name (John 14:13), offered with reverence and humility (Luke 18:13) and in submission to God’s will (Matthew 6:10). The Bible never instructs us to empty our minds and listen for special words of revelation from God. God expects us to open our Bibles and study what He has said. 



But they say basically, “You don’t understand, the Bible actually 

promotes this kind of prayer.” One of the biggest verses that is being 

abused today is Psalm 46:10, “Be still, and know that I am God.”  The Hebrew words,  be still, actually means “shut your mouth.” The context of that Psalm is God is judging the nations. Shut your mouth, God is God. 

He's going to judge the nations. Now that’s actually a great passage. And frankly, to me, that would mean to instill peace. I don’t have to worry 

because God is in control. He can judge the nations; he’ll take care of it. It means, shut your mouth, not get into a lotus position, meditate, and empty your mind. That’s not what it’s talking about. 
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They also want to say according to John 10:27, “My sheep listen 

to my voice.” Yeah, but that has nothing to do with prayer. It doesn’t even mention prayer. Neither one of those passages even mention prayer but yet you use that to justify this satanic practice. In fact, the practitioner of soaking or listening prayer seeks “new revelation” from God on a daily 

basis and about the most mundane things, don’t eat the sushi today, follow the man with the red scarf, withdraw your money from the bank, etc. The 

dangers inherent in this, is that Scripture is inspired and therefore the 

“nudges,” “feelings,” intuitions, and random thoughts a person has while meditating cannot be put on the same level as Scripture. To assume that 

the voice a person hears in his mind is the voice of God is to leave the door wide open for self-delusion and even demonic deception. 



This behavior is being promoted by a book 

called “Jesus Calling,” written by Sarah Young. It 

has become an exceedingly popular book since its 

first release in 2004. Readers have been encouraged 

to live in God’s presence and listen for His voice. 

The devotionals are based on messages the author 

claims to have received from Jesus and are passed 

along to the reader, as if God is talking. 



The Bible is complete and contains 

everything we need “for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness” (II 

Timothy 3:16). Some readers equate her devotions, as Jesus’ words to them personally. This conclusion is understandable, since Young tells the reader that the words are from God Himself. But that would make it a  new New Testament. 



In earlier editions of the book, Young describes her inspiration for 

“Jesus Calling.” She discovered a little booklet called “God Calling,” 

written by two anonymous “listeners.” The authors of “God Calling” used 

the occult practice of automatic writing to receive their messages. Even so, Young said, “These women practiced waiting quietly in God’s Presence, 

pencils and paper in hand, recording the messages they received from 

God. This little paperback became a treasure to me.” The references to the controversial book “God Calling” have been removed from recent editions 

of “Jesus Calling.” 
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Claiming to speak to God is the same as taking the mantle of 

prophetess. God has already spoken. He designed that we hear Him in His 

Word, the Bible, which is the only authoritative book. Young yearned for something more than God’s inspired Word, and that yearning is the faulty premise for the book “Jesus Calling.” 



Now another one, which is called a prophetic prayer. Like other 

aspects of the charismatic prayer movement, such as soaking prayer, 

prophetic prayer – or prophetic intercession – is an unbiblical practice that seems to ascribe to prayer power and privilege that have no foundation in Scripture. The practitioners of prophetic prayer believe they are praying the very words of God into the world. This prayer is performed by self-styled “prophets” who believe they can deliver messages straight from the throne room of God, thus acting as conduits for God’s Word, and making 

their prayers “prophetic.” But the Bible tells us that the canon of Scripture is closed (Revelation 22:18). This means that God is not giving new revelation to so-called prophets today. He has spoken through His Word, 

and our job is to “contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints” (Jude 1:3) 



Prophetic prayer is taught in charismatic ministries as a means of 

bringing God’s judgment on the earth and ushering in God’s Kingdom. 

But Jesus’ prayer in Matthew 6 teaches us to submit to God’s will; it does not teach that we possess special powers to actualize God’s will. God’s 

plan will come to pass on His exact timetable, which He has not shared 

with us (Matthew 24:36; 25:13; Mark 13:32; Luke 12:37-47). 

Demanding His judgment to fall and His Kingdom to come at the will of 

the “prophet” is arrogant – and blasphemous. The Lord is the one who will bring to pass all His will: “What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I do” (Isaiah 46:11). 



Prophetic prayer assumes the existence of modern-day prophets, 

men and women, who are God’s spokesmen in the world and who can 

utter divine revelation with all the authority of God Himself. When 

someone engages in prophetic prayer, he is not asking for God’s will to be done; he is commanding God’s will to be done, and he believes that – he 

must be obeyed. Is prophetic prayer Biblical? No! 



And neither is Prophetic worship or prophetic art. Prophetic 

worship is an activity within the Charismatic Movement that combines 
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spontaneous music, dance, and other art forms to present a new word from God. The word  prophetic in this context means “hearing God in your heart and communicating with Him in song, art, dance, whatever.” There is an 

emphasis on spontaneity in prophetic worship. There are no programs to 

follow, no lyrics on the screen, and no rehearsals ahead of time. Words to the songs just “come” to the singer, as the Spirit supposedly directs him or her, and the musicians play along. Whatever the spirit wants to sing is 

sung. Or apparently, whatever the spirit wants you to draw. Here is an 

example of someone who spontaneously, while music is being played 

believes his art is from God, giving us a message. 

This clip shows the music group on stage, playing their instruments and 

singing, while a man is putting paint on the board with his hands. He is moving in the rhythm of the music, but he isn’t using a paint brush. He is just putting color on top of color. He then takes a rag and wipes over the whole thing, blending all the colors together. He throws down the rag, 

dances to the music for a minute or two, and then picks up a paint brush and begins to put black paint on the board. The picture, when it is finished, looks like a sunny day, and a person is walking down the street with high rise buildings on both sides of the street. 



Did you get that Word from God? Wasn’t that more edifying than 

the Book of Romans or something like that? They really believe that that right there is prophetic art and that’s as good as God’s word. It was a 

message spontaneously for us, from God today. Now I’m not against 

painting a picture of what Jesus might look like. But these people literally think that this is from God, it’s a message from God. This painting could be a love letter from God, it’s an act of worship, it provides healing, it’s a call to action, it’s an act of warfare. Oh, yeah, I’ll get you devil, I’ll paint a picture. It reveals the spirit world, it sends personal messages, and it’s a prophetic declaration. It’s a new word from God. 



Prophetic worship services often include other charismatic 

elements such as tongue-speaking, ecstatic utterances, and claims of 

healing. However, prophetic worship goes beyond simply praising God 

with its claim that God is still giving “new” revelations to His people 

today. In prophetic worship, whatever lyrics being sung at the moment, are 
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all equated with the Holy Scriptures. And therein lies the danger. To place anything on par with Scripture is to diminish God’s Word and open the 

door to deception. For anyone to claim the role of prophet or apostle, on par with Elijah or Paul, is to invite God’s resistance of the proud (James 4:6) and bring confusion to the church. Prophetic worship may offer opportunities for musical creativity, but it is not “inspired” in the sense that the Bible is, and it does not provide any new revelation from God. 



I’ll give it to you, you are pretty talented, you should go on that 

show “Who’s line is it anyway.” Those guys are given a piece of music, 

blind and they have to make it up. Well, how did they do that? You can do that with song? That’s amazing. That’s a talent of some sort. I don’t 

discount it. What that did, it was kind of a cool picture, and he did it spontaneously, to the music. But to say that’s actually from God on par 

with the Scripture, and it’s a message from God. When did the Bible not 

become good enough. I use humor with a lot of this. But my heart breaks 

for these people. I’m not saying that they aren’t saved, but my heart, as a pastor, a shepherd, and a teacher, as a Christian, as a disciple of Christ – 

you’ll never become a disciple of Christ if that is where you are going, thinking that you are becoming mature. You only become mature when 

you are a disciplined learner, which is what the word disciple means, of the Bible. And that’s it. The whole time you are doing all that, guess what you’re not doing? You’re not in the Book. 



So, you’ll never become a disciple, number one. But you will also, 

always be kept in the dark and these people can pull the wool over your 

eyes, anyway the wind blows. And Paul warned about that. Especially in 

the last days. 



Now, because of all of these aberrant behaviors and aberrant 

beliefs of the charismatic community, including going outside the Word of God for the truth. It’s all about feelings and it’s all about experiences. 

They have become one of the biggest sources of false teaching in the Last Days, that the real Word of God, the Bible warned us about. But I believe that the charismatic community is fulfilling Bible prophecy, it’s just in a negative way. 

II Timothy 4:1-4: “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and His 
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Kingdom, I give you this charge: Preach the Word; be prepared in season 

and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers, to say what their itching ears want to 

hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 

myths.” 



In the Greek the word myth means, stories made up. They’ve 

turned away from God’s Word and sound doctrine. They say, “We don’t 

need doctrine.” They are going to what they want to feel good, and they 

are making it up as they go. Slapping Christianese on it to somehow make it spiritual. It’s bad theology that has gone on for so long now. This has become the new face of Christianity. And not just in America, but around the world. But we sit here, and we can’t believe what they are doing. 

When people think of Christians today, and Protestants, they think of the charismatic community, because they are the ones doing all the TV 

programs and a lot of the radio ministries and the media, etc. Here’s how it started. 

John MacArthur:  “The Charismatic Movement is largely the reason that the church is in the mess it is in today. In virtually every area, that the church life is unbiblical. You can attribute it to the Charismatic 

 Movement. In virtually every area. Theology, superficial worship, ego, prosperity gospel, personality elevation, all of that comes out of the Charismatic Movement. I knew from the beginning that this was disastrous embraced by the evangelical church. And it happened, by the way, in Van Nuys, California. It happened at an Episcopalian church, in Van Nuys, with a pastor named Dennis Bennet, who got the baptism of the Holy 

 Spirit and that leaped out of the contained Pentecostal tradition. The Pentecostal church with its claim of miracles and healing and signs and wonders was contained. It never spread to the mainline church. It was always seen as aberrant, as theology aberrant. But when an Episcopalian got the experience, it jumped out of its containment. Then the phenomenon started to be embraced by Baptists and dead churches like the Methodists, Presbyterians, and Roman Catholics, and it invaded the church. And then 
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 what happened, it demanded to have acceptance. It demanded to be 

 embraced. It demanded to be included. And you had very strong leaders coming out and demanding that the evangelical church embrace them. 

 And I knew at the time, the deadly character of this. Because once you find a place with bad theology, theology is no longer an issue. Once you 

 corrupt worship, worship is going to fall to the lowest tolerable level. 

  It wasn’t too many years after that, the climate dramatically changed. And the Charismatic Movement has gained the ascendancy and has become the face of Christianity. It’s the face of TV Christianity, it’s primarily the face of radio Christianity, in the Christian bookstore, it’s largely the prevailing view of some form of charismatic mysticism, or whatever. So, it has done a takeover, and it has redefined Christianity in people’s minds, and it’s an aberrant form of Christianity. My view has not changed. Its theology is bad, it’s unbiblical, it is aberrant, it is destructive to people, because it promises things that it can’t deliver, and then God gets blamed when it doesn’t come. It is a very destructive movement.” 

   

Yep, and I’ll even say this. Ever wonder why it keeps getting 

harder and harder to witness to people? I think there are two pieces of 

propaganda going on, that is really pulling the rug out from under you and I – the true evangelical Christian. One is certainly the secular media. In the secular media, you look at what their opinion of us is, dangerous, terrorist, fundamentalists, somebody you want to avoid. The other form of so-called television is what he’s talking about. These guys have taken over almost all of Christian media, the bookstores, the media, the TV, much of the 

radio broadcasts. It’s this charismatic root. And they are displaying this behavior for the whole world to see, saying it’s Christian. The lost doesn’t know any difference. And so, you get this secular propaganda, live, that we are dangerous terrorists. They flip on the TV and see this balony, and 

“Oh, no, you’re not one of them.” I think it’s a two-bang combo as to why we are having such a hard time these days. Both are lies. And I agree, it is very destructive. 



So, how did we get into this? How did this happen? How did this 

invasion take place? That will be the “Untold History of the Charismatic Movement, in Part Two. 
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How to Receive Jesus Christ: 

1.  Admit your need (I am a sinner). 

2.  Be willing to turn from your sins (repent). 

3.  Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave. 

4.  Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.) 



What to pray: 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior. 











In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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