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	To my parents, Jack and Marilyn.

	 

	Before the beginning of time and the foundations of this world,

	the Lord knew that you two were to be my caretakers.

	You have given me life and you have given me love.

	You have shaped me into the man that I am today.

	 

	Thank you Mom, for my sense of humor and instilling within me 

	the ability to always look on the bright side of life.

	Little did you know that on the day you showed me how to feed 

	those ants pieces of bread instead of smashing their home

	that you would also be giving me a heart of compassion.

	 

	Thank you Dad, for my attitude of being a responsible man

	and instilling within me the ability to work hard. 

	Little did you know that seeing you remodel our house 

	day after day, month after month, year after year, 

	that you would also be showing me a living example of 

	perseverance and dedication in finishing a project once you begin. 

	 

	For these things and many more, I praise the

	awesome sovereignty and profound wisdom 

	of God Almighty

	for both of you.

	I love you.
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	Preface

	 

	As the old saying goes, “Every single one of us has a hole in our heart that only God can fill.” Therefore, whether we recognize it or not, we all search for God in various ways. For some, it might be trying to fill that hole in our hearts with money or things. For others, it might be fame or prestige. And still for others it could be pleasure or even drugs. But whatever the “filler” may be, it’s simply an indicator of the universal truth that all of mankind is in search of their Creator. And I, like so many others, tried various ways to find out just Who this God is and this of course took me down many paths. I basically tried every “religion” on the planet until I discovered that God is not to be found in a religion. To my utter surprise and delight, I learned that God actually hates religion. And the reason why is because religion is something man-made. It’s not only phony, but it’s a false worship that leads to a dead end. You see, God never intended on having a religion with us, but rather He planned on having a relationship with us, which only begins one way, through Jesus Christ. And it was when I finally, by the grace of God, came to understand this, amongst other amazing things, that I realized the hole in my heart was gone. I not only knew Who God was but I knew and experienced a living breathing intimate and loving relationship with the Maker of the Universe! Needless to say, I’ve never been the same since and all I can think of doing is sharing this life-changing truth with as many people as possible.

	But being a Child of God for over twenty years now, I’ve noticed a strange dilemma. Those who know Who God is, that is, true born-again Christians, are not only not sharing Who God is, but by the way they walk and the way they talk, they’re acting like they really don’t know Who God is after all! They’re acting like practical atheists! And this is not only obviously affecting their lives but sadly, it’s affecting the lives of those around them who are still in a search of God. Therefore, this book seeks to equip not only the Christian, but the non-Christian as well. It’s deliberately written without the big theological jargon. Instead, it’s a very practical, easy to read, and believe it or not, fun study on the Character of God. Oh, one last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                                                                                                                                Billy Crone

	Las Vegas, Nevada

	2019

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	
Charles Taze Russell

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Why are we discussing Jehovah’s Witnesses? What’s wrong with them? Aren’t they Christians too? As we’re going to see, like many other groups that get outside the Bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses fit the description of a cult, both the secular definition and the Christian definition. These cult organizations are pseudo-Christian. They claim to be Christian, but the pseudo means they are a fake version. They’re not Christian. The Bible tells us that this will happen in the last days. Man will secretly introduce his heresies into the Church, and that’s just what these guys have been doing for a long time. Here is the definition of a Christian cult:

	 

	Any person or entity is a Christian cult if they deviate from Biblical Christianity in fundamental doctrines of the faith.

	 

	Those fundamental doctrines are five ways these people and groups get off target every single time. And when you get off target on these aspects of biblical Christianity, you’re in a cult. Whether you like it or not, this is the reality. Foundational to the other four sources of truth is our first way Jehovah’s Witnesses deviate and that is their source of authority. What does that mean? It is about the Bible, God’s word. Whenever you get outside the Bible, you’re headed toward the cultish realm, and if you keep it up, you’re going to end up as a cult leader or in a cult. So, whenever someone tells you they are the sole source of truth and the only one who can rightly interpret the Word of God, they are leading you into a cult.

	 

	The Source of Authority is the basic root problem. When you get that wrong, the rest of the five normally follow. Those other four are the nature of God, the person and work of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and the means of salvation. Again, those are five signs to know you are, unfortunately, getting hooked up into a cult. Here is more of the cult definition:

	 

	In many cases, cults use the same words as true Christians but radically redefine them.

	 

	Just as in Mormonism, and boy, do they ever get into the Christianese, Mormonism is based on and sounds Christian in some ways, but they have a whole different meaning. It’s the same thing with Jehovah’s Witnesses. They come knocking at your door and just like the Mormons, they’ll say, “Oh hey, we believe in Jesus too!” However, who’s their Jesus? Later, we’ll get into that more but in the case of both Mormonism and Jehovah’s Witnesses, their Jesus is totally different from the Jesus of the Bible. In fact, Jehovah’s Witnesses actually teach that Jesus is the Archangel Michael; just another created being. So that’s a sign of being in a cult. It’s when your faith gets off on one or more of those five areas of belief.  

	 

	That said, this is probably a good time to check our hearts. We want to guard our hearts because the reason for this book, and why you’re reading it, is not just so we can beat up on those in these cults and demonstrate how intellectually superior we are over them. We’re not out to crush them. Hopefully your instinct is to agree with that because we want to be there to witness to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, or any cult member, and not just to win a debate. Pretty much every single time I’m in the situation where I can help save someone, I pray that my heart will be to witness instead of arguing, beat up, or humiliate them to win a debate. In that way I have a much better chance of leading them to the real Jesus Christ. I like what this guy said: 

	 

	“When studying the cults, we may be tempted to scoff at some of the seemingly ludicrous beliefs.”

	 

	Frankly, many of Jehovah’s Witnesses beliefs are more than seemingly crazy, they really are ridiculous, and I’ll give you a teaser of that. There are two major founders, the first one, Charles Taze Russell, and then in the next chapter we’ll cover Russell’s successor, Judge Rutherford.

	 

	Charles Taze Russell founded Jehovah’s Witnesses and believed himself to be:

	 

	“The sole channel of communication between God and man. And he even referred to himself as God’s mouthpiece.”

	 

	Now the first time Charles Russell made that declaration to his group of followers, what should that group of people have done? They needed to flee! Get out there! The founding of Jehovah’s Witnesses was literally a “Bible study gone bad.” That’s really what happened. Of course, there is nothing wrong with studying the Bible and doing it as a group. In fact, a main area of studies for Russell was Bible prophecy. That’s great too as long as you stick with the Bible. Those are virtuous activities! But as you’ll see, Russell and his followers went way off the rails. So, as I said, it was a Bible study gone bad.

	 

	Later, we’ll get into more detail on Russell but just as a bit more of a teaser, I want to give you a look at where we’re headed, which is the Jehovah’s Witnesses beliefs as taught by their founders, and much of it is still exactly what they believe today. Here is a little of that and it’s so very odd that I feel like I need to assure you that I’m not making it up.

	 

	“Charles Russell taught that the Churches of Christendom were started by bald-headed men with smoke on their brains. And he thought that if a dog’s head was shaped like a man’s, then the dog could think like a man.”

	 

	Yup, there’s some kind of smoke going on there, but I don’t think it’s inside a brain. Though it’s probably affecting his brain. It’s more likely smoke and mirrors as this next item illustrates about Russell selling what he called, “Miracle Wheat.” Here’s that story:

	 

	“Charles Taze Russell was found guilty of selling phony “Miracle Wheat” through his publication, Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence (which later became The Watchtower.) Russell claimed that his “Miracle Wheat” was superior to regular wheat and would grow five times as fast as any other brand. When the “Miracle Wheat” was investigated by government agencies, it was found to be slightly inferior to standard wheat.”

	 

	So, the product he pushed was ripping people off. That’s just a taste of Russell’s shady background and weird beliefs. He comes across as a snake-oil salesman on top of being a false teacher. That’s really what we’re dealing with, not to mention some of the immoral behavior as well.

	 

	But again, I like how one guy put it, as far as that heart issue in witnessing to cult members. He said that when you’re studying these cults you’re going to come across some weird stuff, so it will be tempting to rub it in the follower’s faces by pointing it out and laughing at it. Yes, you can point some of it out if that’s the route you’re going, but do it in love. Don’t ridicule those trapped in false beliefs. He also said this: 

	 

	“We must remember that the average cultist we will encounter is not a false teacher, per se.”

	 

	Now his verbiage gets a bit shaky there in my opinion because those followers of a false teacher do believe in their leader’s false teachings and they could also be teaching it to others. In that case they would be passing along false teachings. But his point is that Satan is deceiving them. He goes on:

	 

	“This is someone that God loves; someone for whom Christ died.”

	 

	This is something I say a lot because it’s important. Who’s going to witness to those who knock on our doors like the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses? What typically happens when one of them knocks on the door of a Christian? They’re told it’s a Christian home and the door might even be slammed in their face. But this person needs Christ, thinking they’re already headed to paradise, a follower of either cult is coming to a Christian’s home with the idea that the Christian inside is not saved. Slamming the door won’t fix that, won’t help them, and it doesn’t show the love of Christ. In fact, why do you think God wants us to be educated on all these different faiths and cults from around the world? It’s more than just intellectual stimulation. He means for the knowledge to be used. Here are some Bible verses on the subject, starting with Titus 3, verse 4:

	 

	“But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for [only the Church??] appeared.”

	 

	Does it really say, “only the Church?” No! God loves all of mankind. The true end of that verse is this:

	 

	“His love for mankind appeared.”

	 

	God doesn’t love sin, but he does love mankind. We are created in His image. John 3, verse 16 says this:

	 

	“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

	 

	Here’s Romans 5, verse 8: “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we [were falling in line with God’s wishes??] Christ died for us.”

	Is that when God’s love kicked in? Is it only if we are doing right? No, the real end of that verse goes like this:

	 

	“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

	 

	Here in Revelation 1, verse 5, John greets the seven Churches from Jesus: 

	 

	“And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and released us from our sins by his blood.”

	 

	Paul writes this in Romans 9, verses 1 to 3 and Romans 10, verse 1:

	 

	“I’m telling the truth in Christ. I’m not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsman [the Jews] according to the flesh... Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.”

	 

	You can hear and feel Paul’s anguish. He so desperately says he’d almost give up his salvation for his Jewish brothers who need to be saved. He just wants them to have salvation. Of course, we know that his salvation can’t be taken away, but Paul is using hyperbole to express his deep emotions. The point is that he is fiercely desperate in his hope and prayer that he would become all things to all men so that these people headed for Hell might be saved. That should be our heart when we witness, including witnessing to the Witnesses. Now let’s get into the history of where Jehovah’s Witnesses came from and what they are up to today. How did it all get started? Well let’s take a look:

	 

	Charles Taze Russell, who lived from 1852 to 1916, founded the Jehovah’s Witnesses. In 1872, Russell had great difficulty in dealing with the doctrine of an eternal Hell. The reason for this was because he got hooked up with The Seventh Day Adventists.

	During Russell’s studies, he came to not only deny eternal punishment, but also the Trinity, the deity of Christ, and the Holy Spirit. So, he went south fast and also got involved with other false teachers. On top of those issues, in a testament to Russell’s egocentric side, he came to believe, or at least claim, that he was the sole mouthpiece of God so it’s no wonder his spiritual path turned out as bad as it did. 

	 

	Russell started out in Pennsylvania and the Jehovah’s Witnesses headquarters today is not far from there in upstate New York. It all started as a Bible class and of course there’s nothing wrong with that, like I mentioned earlier. Charles Taze Russell named his group, The Millennial Dawn Bible Study, and led the original Bible study. Isn’t that a majestic title? At least it sounded good. Russell then began writing a series of books called, The Millennial Dawn. I guess he figured it worked for the Bible study, so he’d kill two birds with one stone. Before his death, Russell’s books stretched into a series of six volumes and contain much of the theology the Jehovah’s Witnesses adhere to today. Russell was almost finished with his seventh book when he died.

	 

	After his death in 1916, Russell’s successor, Judge Rutherford, who we’ll talk more about in the next chapter, completed the seventh and final volume of the Millennial Dawn series and called it, The Finished Mystery. That volume was concluded in 1917 to make it a complete finished work containing seven books in the entire series.

	 

	Earlier, in 1886, Russell’s group started what they called, The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, which quickly became the vehicle to disseminate information from The Millennial Dawn study. That movement would later become the “Jehovah’s Witnesses” but they were first known as the “Russellites.” In 1931, due to a split in the organization, they were renamed Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

	 

	As we’ll talk more about later, the reason there was a push for the name change was not just from a split, but it was also backed by Judge Rutherford who became the new head of the organization. Rutherford endorsed the name change away from his predecessor’s name and had a luxurious mansion built, supposedly for the biblical Abraham’s return to earth, but as you might suspect, Rutherford had a personal motivation in the mansion being built. He camped out in it to await father Abraham’s “soon return.” We’ll get to that in the next chapter. And again, with the Judge now holding court, the organization also changed its name from the Russellites to Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

	 

	So, what do the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe? Well, let me give you a taste of that and we’ll get into much greater detail later. Obviously, they don’t hold to Orthodox Christianity. They check off all five markers of a cult. Here are some beliefs they hold:

	 

	They believe Jesus is Michael, the Archangel. But that, of course, contradicts Scripture, which says Jesus is God, as professed in John 1:14, and John 10:30, which says, “I and the Father are One.” Jehovah’s Witnesses also believe salvation is obtained by works. They claim it is a combination of faith, good works, and obedience. That too is contrary to the Bible, which is very apparent in Ephesians 2:8 & 9, as well as Titus 3:5.

	 

	They also reject the Trinity. So how does a Jehovah’s Witness explain Genesis 1?

	 

	“Let Us make man in Our image.”

	 

	That’s the very first chapter of the Bible. Who is “Us?” In Hebrew, the word used there is “Elohim,” which is plural. If you don’t believe in the doctrine of the Trinity, explain that one! Also, who showed up at Jesus’ baptism? Later we’ll get more into this too but the baptism in the Jordan River included God, the Father, who was talking from the sky, while God, the Son was in the water, and God, the Holy Spirit descended as a dove. Again, without a belief in the Trinity, how do you explain that?

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses also falsely believe that Jesus is just a created being and the Holy Spirit is essentially the inanimate power of God. But if the Holy Spirit is just an inanimate power, why does the Bible tell us not to grieve the Holy Spirit? If the Holy Spirit doesn’t have a personage, like the Father and the Son, then how do you grieve something like the wind or electricity? Should you grieve for electricity when you’re late paying your bill? No, that’s the electric company and they’ll be okay without your money. Though you should pay your bills.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses also reject Christ’s substitutionary atonement for our sins. How do they justify that one? They claim the Church corrupted the Bible over the centuries, which sounds just like the Mormon founder, Joseph Smith. It is the exact same false message and it goes something like this: “I’m the only one who has it right and fortunately for you, I’m here to lead the way back to an honest doctrine. Everybody else is wrong.” But that kind of statement is a sign that you’re heading into a cult and the person telling you this is going to be your cult leader.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses claim their founders produced a monumental teaching for us and apparently are still doing it to this day because they continually change their doctrine. We’ll possibly spend much of a chapter covering their shifting “truth.” And their New World Translation should not be called a translation of the Bible because it’s just a perversion. They literally hack and chop up biblical verbiage to make their false teachings fit their interpretation of the Bible, as well as even inserting doctrines that have no basis in Scripture at all.

	 

	However, you may be comforted to know that one of the guys hired for their committee assigned to create Jehovah’s Witnesses’ New World Translation, was an Ohio man who was extensively trained; as a short order cook. Yes folks, smoke on the brain is just the start of this study. Unfortunately, there are all kinds of weird false teachings coming out of this deceptive creation from Charles Taze Russell. They alter the Scripture to fit their false teachings and also make changes to their own teachings as the need arises.

	 

	It’s the same as what the Mormons have done with nearly four thousand changes to their Book of Mormon. And yet, that book is supposed to be the most perfect book on the planet. Well, the Jehovah’s Witnesses do the same thing with their New World Translation. As the errors and contradictions are pointed out, they make changes and take back all the old versions to hide the information. They destroy the old copies as they only publish the newest one, so the next generation has no idea about the all the major issues that had to be corrected. Luckily, many of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ false prophecies, as we’ll later look at extensively, have been saved in the older versions, which converted Christians have kept in their basements and closets. They still have those copies the organization is attempting to keep hidden.

	 

	The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is the only part of Jehovah’s Witnesses that claims authority to interpret Scripture. It started out with Mr. Russell, but he passed away, so authority went to Judge Rutherford who then also died. From there, Jehovah’s Witnesses transitioned out of following a guy, to installing a committee. The men on The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society became their new sole source of truth and that’s where the followers today get their doctrines through printed material from the committee. One of those publications is The Watchtower magazine. It’s where the followers get their information on how to witness to us Christians. Like the Mormons, they are trained to follow one trail of thought so it’s easy to get them off track. When you cite Scripture, they don’t know what to do because they’re getting their information from a different source than the Bible.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses strongly discourage independent thinking, which is another sign of a cult. It’s another of those same type patterns as the Mormons. The Mormon religion was started by Joseph Smith, his authority passed on to Brigham Young, and then it was given to the Council of Twelve Apostles. Likewise, Jehovah’s Witnesses was created by Charles Taze Russell, the authority passed on to Judge Rutherford, and now their authority comes from their Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. They both ended up with a committee of men who will supposedly tell the followers everything they need to know and never steer them wrong; yeah, whatever. Both organizations’ followers must deal with the issue of being a cult member.

	 

	So independent thinking is strongly discouraged with followers told to discount anything they hear that does not come from Jehovah’s Witnesses’ leadership. But that’s in direct opposition to what the Bible says. Second Timothy 2:15 tells us we must study to show ourselves approved by God. Individually, we are to study the Word of God. We’re commanded individually to get in the Word ourselves and study Scripture. In fact, what did the Apostle Paul say about the Bereans who would not even take Paul’s word as truth? Did Paul rail against those horrible people who seemingly disrespected his authority as their Bible teacher by double checking anything he taught with the Old Testament Scriptures? No!

	 

	Now let’s take a look at Charles Taze Russell. He died in 1916 on Halloween, and that’s not meant to connect him with something creepy and satanic. Russell’s writings were more than just an extensive book series. He also produced many other books, as well as tracts, pamphlets, and sermons totaling fifty thousand printed pages. That’s a huge amount of information to get out back in the late 1800’s. Do you remember how things were before the internet? The days before computers, which is kind of like talking about the pre-flood days of Noah! What must communication have been like then? But in talking about the pre-internet days, if you’re old enough, you remember we had some weird communication devices where you had to pick up one part of it that was attached to its base by a curly cord. You put that part to your ear and then, using your other hand, you poked your finger into numbered holes for each of the seven numbers you dialed in order. One by one you spun the numbered dial around and it would make a clicking noise as it came back to the starting position. You too may have grown up with one of those gadgets. It was called a telephone.

	 

	So, it’s amazing that this guy was able to, unfortunately, disseminate such a huge amount of false teaching with only what was available back in the 1800’s. His writings went worldwide during this very low-tech time. As we’re going to see, the outreach he achieved on a global basis was phenomenal. If anything, the guy was a genius when it came to disseminating his false beliefs. It’s too bad his information was not true biblical wisdom.

	Russell’s Bible series, The Millennial Dawn, which later had a name change to Studies in the Scriptures, sold nearly twenty million copies around the world in several languages, just in his lifetime. That was with no computer, no internet, Facebook, or Twitter. There was no such thing as Snapchat and you couldn’t like it or share it online. This was a huge effort and unfortunately got his materials out in a massive way.

	 

	Again, the seventh volume of the series was finished by Russell’s successor, Judge Rutherford, who took over in January of 1917. During the next thirteen years of Rutherford’s initial leadership though, as many as three quarters of approximately fifty thousand followers of the group that would soon be called Jehovah’s Witnesses, split away from those who remained under Rutherford maintaining fellowship with the Watchtower. In 1931, they adopted their present-day name, Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	Charles Taze Russell was born to Scottish parents and grew up in Pennsylvania. He was the second of five children with only two surviving into adulthood. His mother died when he was nine years old. And listen to this from his background:

	 

	“He lived, for a time, in Philadelphia before moving to Pittsburgh where they became members of the Presbyterian Church.”

	 

	What?! Yes, Russell went to church services. And we all know that going to church services saves you, right? No, it doesn’t. At least he was there being influenced by a church. But my heart wonders how this guy was steered down a bad path. What did the church do wrong? How did this guy slip through the cracks and become a false teacher in such a massive global way? At least in his youth, he was in a situation where he could have truly gotten saved.

	 

	“When Charles was in his early teens, his father made him partner of his Pittsburg clothing store. By the age of twelve, Russell was writing business contracts for customers and given charge of some of his father’s other clothing stores.”

	 

	So, at only twelve years old, this kid was pretty responsible.

	 

	“At the age of thirteen, he leaves the Presbyterian Church to join the Congregational Church. And in his youth, he was known to chalk Bible verses on fence board and on city sidewalks in an attempt to convert unbelievers.”

	 

	For those young whippersnappers reading this, I’ll just say that was the early form of posting to Facebook. It was called chalk. It was a little white stick-looking thing that you wrote on a board with and as many of us can attest, you didn’t want to lick it. It tasted really bad. But let’s move on.

	 

	So, Russell was in a church setting and I’m certainly not saying the Presbyterian Church is the best biblically these days, but back then I imagine it was at least a bit better. Russell was in this church environment and even participating in evangelism. And back then, when he was doing his low-tech Facebook-type posts with chalk, he particularly noted the punishment of Hell that was awaiting the unfaithful. He wrote that as part of his chalk messages. It was probably things like, “Don’t end up in Hell.”

	 

	So early on he didn’t doubt the existence of Hell, but guess what, he came in contact with the false teachings of the Seventh Day Adventists. You think, well hey, that sounds biblical, so they must be Christians too, right? No, they’re not. The Seventh Day Adventists are the group I describe as, “the cult that sneaks in under the door.” A lot of Christians think they are part of Christianity but they’re certainly not at all. Many folks are informed enough to know that Mormons, and the Jehovah’s Witnesses are wrong; but not so much as far as the Seventh Day Adventists. They are also a cult.

	 

	When Russell came in contact with the Seventh Day Adventists, he began to attend their so-called Bible study, although I don’t think they were the sole origin of his false teachings. Anytime you have someone like Russell who believed he was the only true voice for communication from God, things are going to head straight down the tubes.

	But there’s another prominent Seventh Day Adventist in the public eye these days and that’s Ben Carson, who ran for president and is now the U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, as well as a Seventh Day Adventist. If you remember the discussion about him during the campaign, many Christians saw him as a strong Christian for their potential votes. Well, let me give you some highlights of what he would be a believer in, as a Seventh Day Adventist. First of all, he doesn’t believe in Hell because that’s one of the false teachings he adheres to from Seventh Day Adventists. Again, this is what influenced Charles Taze Russell, the founder of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Ben Carson also dismisses the Rapture of the Church. Here is a quote from him during an interview: 

	 

	“I don’t see any evidence for that in the Bible.”

	 

	And here is Carson talking about his disbelief in Hell: 

	 

	“I don’t believe there is a physical place where people go and are tormented. No, I don’t believe that.”

	 

	What Bible could he be reading?! The interviewer followed up with this question for Carson:

	 

	“So, if you’re good, you go to Heaven. And if you’re bad, you just get annihilated?”

	 

	Carson answered: “Pretty much.”

	 

	But the Bible does not say unbelievers get annihilated because we do see how Scripture talks about the continued existence of the Beast and the False Prophet even at end of the Millennial Kingdom, which is a thousand years after they were thrown into the Lake of Fire. That means they’ll still be alive and continuing in their torment throughout the entire thousand years. They aren’t annihilated. In fact, the Bible says they will be tormented forever and ever and ever. How long is that? Forever!

	 

	Carson also claims that people who are good will go to Heaven. Excuse me, Mr. Carson, are you trusting in your own works to get to Heaven? Carson’s answer to that was, “Pretty much.” Yet that’s just one more works-based cult gospel. And Carson said this:

	 

	“I certainly hope I’m going to Heaven. I try to lead a life that would be consistent with the principles that God has set before us.”

	 

	He’s trusting in himself? So that’s interesting and gives us a look at the Seventh Day Adventists’ teachings that Charles Taze Russell unfortunately got hooked up with and headed even further into the ditch.

	 

	In the few years after becoming involved with the Seventh Day Adventists, Russell began to question many historic Christian doctrines and became convinced that the historic creeds betrayed true Christianity. At the same time, he adopted Seventh Day Adventist teachings about the end times. Now Jehovah’s Witnesses do talk a lot about the end times and that’s not a bad thing. In fact, Seventh Day Adventists specialize in the last days Bible prophecies. Is that an issue? No. Bible prophecy is in God’s word for us to know. So, what’s the problem? First, they are date setters. And what does the Bible say about date setting? It tells us that no one knows the date or the time. I don’t care how nifty you are with a calculator, how many times you thought it over, or who you’re listening to. I also don’t care if you’re Charles Taze Russell who may have put in a ton of time staring at the Pyramid of Giza. You do not know the timing of the end of the world. You don’t know the timing of the Rapture or the other dates that happen in the last days.

	 

	The Seventh Day Adventists are very sneaky when advertising their beliefs. Even here in Las Vegas, if you’re paying attention to the billboards, you’ll see them post signs with things like, “Coming to you! Join us for a free conference!” It’s just Seventh Day Adventist stuff but they don’t tell you who it’s from. Then when they’ve got you to attend the conference and you’re all hyped up; they throw the sudden twists at you with something like this:

	 

	Sunday worship is the Mark of the Beast. Don’t go back to your previous Church service!

	 

	That’s how they seduce even seeming Christians to join them. They use prophecy. Again, as Christians we are supposed to teach Bible prophecy because almost one third of the Bible deals directly or indirectly with prophecy. But because the Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others, use shady tactics with it, what happens to the rest of us who teach legitimate Bible prophecy? It puts a sour taste in people’s mouths. And it’s such a large part of the Bible, Church leaders often have to deal with it, at least on the surface, at some point. But when and if they do, they often get blowback with something like this:

	 

	Oh, you’re just like those Jehovah’s Witnesses. Or they say, “You sound like the Seventh Day Adventists with all those wacky prophecy theories.”

	 

	Unfortunately, it can poison the well for faithful Bible teachers who do teach on Bible prophecy. So again, Seventh Day Adventists, as well as Jehovah’s Witnesses, are big-time date setters.

	 

	Russell jumped on the Seventh Day Adventist belief that the end times began in 1799. In case you didn’t know about that one, you’ll also be interested to learn that Christ returned in 1874, but he did so invisibly. Do you want to know why he was invisible? It was because, of course, no one saw him. According to them, four years later, Christ was apparently crowned as “King of Heaven,” and all Christians who had already died were supposed to have been resurrected before the end of 1878. That too must have been invisible.

	 

	Now here’s one of the really important dates they still hold to today although there are signs that they’re about to tweak it too because the generation since that date is about to completely pass away:

	 

	“1914 would mark the end of the harvest period and usher in Armageddon.”

	 

	So right there, in 1915, when their prophecy obviously did not come to pass, what should everybody have done, including all those Seventh Day Adventists? They should have done the same thing anyone should who is listening to a person who sets a date for the Rapture or other end time happenings. Setting aside the fact that step one is that they shouldn’t have followed those date setters in the first place because the Bible says nobody knows. At the least, when the date finally passed without the prophecy being fulfilled, they should have RUN! They certainly should not listen to that date setter anymore and never go back to them. Not even if they, predictably, tell you they’ve received a new word from God, a new light from Heaven, or they had another prophetic dream. They may claim something like their tricky calculation was off a bit, so the Lord told them to tell you that they corrected the problem by punching some new numbers in their calculator and turning it upside down so that it spelled out a word, which corrected the issue; yeah, whatever.

	 

	But that’s what they do just like what we saw with their 1914 date. This is especially true for Jehovah’s Witnesses who get caught date setting so much. Inevitably, they get it wrong again and again after people have even sold their homes and all their belongings. Nothing happens, people’s lives are disrupted, some a lot, or even shattered. But The Watchtower just announces that they’ve been given a “new light” or maybe they’ll explain that what they really meant was something different. And people just keep falling for it; some, many times. But the follower’s continued troubles could be avoided by knowing the Bible says they shouldn’t set dates, or at least when the date came and passed with no predicted result, including the date this group rallied around in Charles Taze Russell’s days, they all should have run! They should have, but unfortunately, they didn’t. 

	 

	Russell sold the five clothing stores his dad gave him and instantly became a multi-millionaire in today’s dollars. He lived on that money and committed the rest of his life to writing. At that time, he began by working with another Seventh Day Adventist, Nelson Barbour, to publish a periodical called, The Herald of the Morning. When 1878 came and went without Jesus invisibly coming back in 1874 or being crowned King of kings four years later, Russell began to distance himself from the Seventh Day Adventists. However, he kept the date-setting predictions going.

	 

	Russell next founded his own periodical, Zion’s Watch Tower. It was at this time he married Maria Frances Ackley in an apparently celibate union that lasted almost twenty years until 1897. Then the marriage ended in a very bitter divorce. But was Russell really such a deeply spiritual guy that he abstained from sexual relations with his wife for almost twenty years? Maybe he did but it doesn’t appear so, as far as the rest of the ladies. Let’s take a look at that in this transcript of a report by various commentators about Russell:

	 

	Narrator: “Charles Taze Russell was born in Allegheny Pennsylvania in 1852. From age eleven, he worked in the family clothing store. He became a successful businessman. At age seventeen, he came under the influence of the early Seventh Day Adventists, who were setting dates for the end. He soon broke ties with the Adventists and launched out on his own; publishing the magazine now known as The Watchtower. His following grew but trouble was brewing on the home front.”

	 

	Second narrator: “In 1906, after a number of marital battles, Russell was divorced from his wife, Maria. Instead of sharing his personal assets with her, he transferred them to the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, which he totally controlled. The proclaimer’s book mentions this transfer in a tiny foot note, but we don’t read [this obvious point] there: Pastor Russell had cheated on his wife. The proclaimer’s book makes the repeated point that Pastor Russell was not found guilty of adultery. This was true only because his wife did not bring charges of adultery against him. Instead she accused him of immorality with a young girl who was residing in their home.”

	 

	Maria Russell’s writing: “It was late in the evening, about eleven o’clock. He put his arms around her and kissed her. This was in the vestibule before they entered the hall. And he called her his little wife. But she said, ‘I am not your wife.’ And he said, ‘I will call you daughter. And a daughter has nearly all the privileges of a wife.’ 

	Interviewer to Maria: “And what other terms were used?”

	 

	Maria: “Then he said, ‘I am like a jellyfish. I float around here and there...I touch this one and that one, and if she responds, I take her to me, and if not, I float on to others.’ And [the young girl] wrote that out so that I could remember it for sure when I would speak to him about it. And he confessed that he had said those things.”

	 

	Second narrator: “Why would the proclaimer’s book say that Maria Russell was seeking prominence for herself when in reality, the court stated: ‘He says, himself, that she is a woman of perfect moral character and his own testimony is a strong confirmation of her allegations.’ The judgment described his behavior as, ‘...cruel and barbarous treatment..,’ adding, ‘His course of conduct toward his wife evidenced such insistent egotism and self-praise...that would necessarily render the life of any sensitive Christian woman a burden and make her condition intolerable.’”

	 

	Well, so much for being celibate. Hey, do you think it’s wise to follow a guy who says he’s the sole voice of God, is the only one who can rightly interpret Scripture all in Christendom, but him have it wrong, he gets hooked up with the Seventh Day Adventist cult, he becomes a date setter, and he commits adultery while characterizing it as just floating around from woman to woman like a jellyfish? That guy would be a horrible leader for even a two-person home Bible study, let alone a worldwide movement. Believe it or not, with all that, Russell’s following still grew. He was a multimillionaire who used that money, unfortunately, to disseminate his false teachings, including his views on the end of the world. Here’s more on that:

	 

	“Russell founded the Watchtower Society in 1881. He grew substantially. There were soon sixteen million of his books and booklets in print. Soon he had followers all over the northern and eastern United States. He preached and wrote constantly. His sermons were printed in several thousand newspapers around the globe and he became one of the most famous preachers in the world.”

	 

	So, at that time, here was a false teacher getting his information out far and wide just like we see today with many false teachers having global followings through the dissemination of their beliefs from follower’s funding. To get that money, false teachers often tell their people that they can be a better version of themselves, but it takes the “sowing of seed” [cash] into the false teacher’s ministry. And those kinds of people are all over the place these days.

	 

	“Russell eventually moved the headquarters to Brooklyn New York [The Watchtower Society] and it remained there until recently.”

	 

	As of 2016, the headquarters is now outside New York City in Tuxedo Park, New York. And boy, did they make a killing from that move! I’m talking about multi-multi-millions. They sold a lot of their real estate holdings in New York City and they still have major amounts of real estate there. They were loaded already, but after those real estate sales they have cash coming out their ears. Here’s more on Russell growing the organization:

	 

	“In 1903, newspapers began publishing Russell’s written sermons. They were sent worldwide to as many as 4,000 newspapers, reaching an annual readership of fifteen million people in the United States and Canada alone. His writings became the most widely distributed privately produced English language works in all of the United States and it is said that the entire body of his works were the third most circulated on earth after the Bible and the Chinese Almanac.”

	 

	This guy was a multimillionaire and if nothing else, he was a genius at how to get his writings out to the public. He used whatever form of media he could. Those methods, which of course are so much more abundant today, are a good thing. Here through Sunrise Bible Church and Get A Life Media, we utilize whatever media we can possibly get our hands on to share the Gospel. Praise God; we’re reaching 218 countries! It’s a great use of marketing channels to get God’s word out! Unfortunately though, in Russell’s case, he was a false teacher who disseminated corrupt ideas and the twisting of Scripture. It’s crazy how successful he was and how widespread his writings continue to be.

	 

	“In 1912, Russell’s writings had achieved a greater circulation than the combined circulation of the writings of all the preachers in all of North America.”

	 

	The guy’s ideas were everywhere. He was the most prominent teacher of the time with his teachings widely disseminated to infect millions. Also, in 1912, Russell produced a road show he called, The Photo-Drama of Creation. Now I want any young people reading this to pay attention. This was a time long ago and far away before television, let alone something like an electronic tablet or smartphone. This was even before movies really took off. So, with that in mind, listen to what this multi-millionaire did with the road show he created and paid for:

	 

	“The Photo-Drama Creation was an eight-hour religious film in four parts. It incorporated synchronized sound, moving film, and color slides.”

	 

	That was over one hundred years ago! So, he traveled around with this crazy advanced technology, which, in today’s money, cost almost two million dollars to produce. What it portrayed was the seven creative days of Genesis. However, the problem was that his dating was all messed up. For example, he laid out 49,000 years of history. There were many other issues as well, but he invested heavily to do whatever he could to get his false message out. Russell said he was doing all this as a means of,

	 

	“Restoring Christianity to the purity of the first century.”

	 

	With all this research for our World Religions, Cults & The Occult series, where we’re looking into what so many organizations are teaching these days, that same corrupt excuse is used so often. They say they’re just getting back to the real, authentic, and original way it was done. They claim to be doing it either the same way as your early Church or the Jewish Hebrew way. But I just want to say, “Hey, can we just get back to the Bible?!” It seems like those raised in Christian households, or with a Christian influence of one kind or another, and even Christians themselves, get bored with the Bible so they’re prime targets for just about any new form of entertainment that blows by day to day. They want to say, “Hey look, I wore a prayer shawl,” or “I worshiped on a Saturday,” or “I’m studying the Torah.” Well hey, that’s nice but I too have an Old Testament. Do you want to look at mine? It’s part of the proven inerrant word of God; the Bible. But instead, with the ever-growing number of “exciting” new ideas and practices, people get sucked into all kinds of corrupted false teachings. 

	 

	Russell also claimed there is a heavenly resurrection coming for 144,000 righteous, who would be a future 144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses. But then what did Jehovah’s Witnesses say when their ranks worldwide grew to more than that number? The answer is interesting, and we’ll get to that a little later. 

	 

	Russell also taught that the Holy Spirit is not a person and again, he believed Christ invisibly returned in 1874 and has been ruling from the heavens ever since. Russell predicted the period known as “the time of the Gentiles,” would end in 1914 and that Christ would take control of earth’s affairs at that time. What unfortunately helped him out, at least for a while, was World War I breaking out in that same year. 

	 

	Remember, this guy invested millions to get his predictions, including that major one for 1914, out in newspapers all over the world using his major Photo-Drama production. And fortunately for him but not for the gentiles, the year he predicted that the Gentile time would end, World War I broke out on July 28th. It made him look like a genius until the war ended. Once that time passed without Russell’s predicted outcome, what should have happened with his followers? Those people and everyone else should have pointed him out as a false teacher. This guy was in four thousand newspapers that should have kicked him out. Good honest folks should have called the editors and asked them to get that false teacher out of their publications and everyone should have stopped attending his goofball photo drama that had been proven false. I don’t care what kind of 3D effects he had. But sadly, people kept going.

	And it’s the same thing that happens today. How many times have these false teachers set dates that come and go with nothing but failure? Yet people give them a pass because those charlatans just explain it away with a miscalculation of some sort. But they’ll assure their followers that they’re even surer of a new date. They do it all over again because people fall for it! And we Christians shouldn’t dare mock Jehovah’s Witnesses for continuing to follow their false teachers if we’re following a similar date setter. Just stick with the Bible! Don’t listen to date setters inside the Church, or out! The Bible says nobody is to know so that’s the last word on that subject.

	 

	Now let’s talk more about where Russell got some of his ideas. Not only did he claim to be the sole mouthpiece for God who alone could rightly interpret the Scriptures get hooked up with the false teaching of the Seventh Day Adventists and start his own original date setting, but he also took ideas from something called “Pyramidology.” Yes, this guy actually thought he could find other secrets in the Bible through the Great Pyramid at Giza in Egypt. And I’m not making up the name. It’s called Pyramidology because it’s still a thing today. Russell believed it was “the Bible in stone.” He taught that if a person could understand the right measurements, markings, and the stairs of that pyramid, they could unlock secrets from the Bible about the end times.

	 

	Doesn’t that sound like the History Channel’s alien show where they speculate on things like how weird the ancient astronaut’s hair was? From the drawings, they apparently think it was worse than mine. But Russell was doing the same kind of wild speculation. And have you noticed how even some Christians get caught up in this stuff? I’ve heard Christians say, “Hey, the Pyramid of Giza has some secrets in there.” Hello!! That came from Jehovah’s Witnesses and Russell actually got it from three other guys who we’ll talk about in a minute.

	 

	“Russell believed that certain texts prophesied the future [all based on these measurements of the Great Pyramid,] and that the various ascending and descending passages represent the fall of man, the provision of the Mosaic Law, the death of Christ, and the exaltation of saints in heaven. And he believed that his dates, 1874, 1914, and 1948, were all found in the calculations of the Great Pyramid.”

	 

	Believe it or not, that’s what he taught and here’s the transcript of an actual authentic audio clip that has him teaching this stuff about the Great Pyramid:

	 

	Charles Taze Russell: “Melchizedek is supposed to have been one of the shepherd kings who invaded Egypt and built the Great Pyramids, covering twelve acres, known for ages as one of the seven wonders of the world, about 2170 BC. Astronomers tell that its measurement indicates the length of the year, the weight of the earth, the distance to the sun, etc. Its interior passages represent human history: downward; the path of sin and death [and] upward; the Law Age, the Gospel Age, the Kingdom Glory of the Church, and human restitution.

	 

	“Demigods of Greece and Egypt long held the learned, wondered what foundation Grecian mythology might have had. Now Egyptologists have been astonished by their findings in the tombs of the pharaohs. In some of these, historic tablets have been found tracing the ancestry of the pharaohs, apparently, back to creation; the first pharaoh, Adam. But these tablets show so many more generations than the Bible records that Egyptologists lose all faith in the Genesis account. Our object is to show that this best of Egyptian records fully corroborates the Genesis account. This list of pharaohs is shorter than the others because it omits the names of gods and demigods. It is the complete Egyptian record of the purely human line of rulers back to Adam.”

	 

	So, he claims Adam was the first Pharaoh and the Egyptian records hold a truer and more expanded account to help us understand what’s going on in the Bible. What?! What’s his major mistake with this theory of his? It’s the same old issue that has come up over and over in human history. Russell decided to go outside the Bible, take some nifty idea he worked up on a piece of scratch paper, and then go back to the Bible to fit it in. That way he can say, “See, that’s what the Bible is really telling us.” Once again, it’s just the same issue of getting outside the Scripture. Again, it’s called Pyramidology and Russell was guilty of teaching that corruption too. Here is more Pyramidology:

	 

	“Pyramidologists still continue today and they believe that there is, encoded in the pyramid, the exodus of Moses, the crucifixion of Jesus, the start of World War I, the founding of modern day Israel in 1948, and future events, including the beginning of Armageddon.”

	 

	And they supposedly decipher these pyramid aspects through increments of pyramid measurements. So just like the other Pyramidologists, Russell believed that you could find all those neat secrets and also predictions of future events. It was the same sort of thing Nostradamus did when he was scrying, which is witchcraft divination. Nostradamus would stare into a pool of water while on hallucinogen drugs. It’s exactly what witches do. In that way, he claimed to get visions that he used to come up with his quatrains, or four-line prophecies. Russell was doing the same thing with his supposed interpretations of the Bible through the meanings of pyramid measurements, including predictions of the future.

	 

	Again, Russell wasn’t the guy who invented Pyramidology. He got it from three other guys: John Taylor, Charles Piazzi Smyth, and Joseph Seiss.

	 

	“John Taylor wrote a book in 1859 called The Great Pyramid: Why Was It Built And Who Built It. He was the first to claim that the pyramid was divinely inspired and contained a revelation that it was not built by the Egyptians, but by the Israelites. He never visited the pyramid but the more he studied it, the more he became convinced that the architect was not Egyptian; but were Israelites acting under divine orders, perhaps even Noah himself built the pyramid.”

	 

	And if you scour the Internet, that baloney is still out there today. People don’t realize this is just the same old teaching from the origins of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	“[John] Taylor, in turn, influenced an astronomer from Scotland named Charles Piazzi Smyth. He made numerous calculations about the pyramid and published a 664-page book, Our Inheritance of the Great Pyramid; followed by another book called, Life and Work at the Great Pyramid.”

	 

	Smyth claimed the measurements were not just interesting but that they were God given.

	 

	“[Smyth said] the pyramid could only have been directed by the hand of God. He also advanced theories that the Great Pyramid contained secret prophecies that can tell the future. He also conjectured that the Hebrew people built the Great Pyramid, except he felt it was under the leadership of Melchizedek.”

	 

	Then it goes to a guy named Joseph Seiss, who was a Lutheran minister that lived in the same state Russell had; Pennsylvania. Seiss got into Pyramidology and in 1877 wrote a book called, A Miracle in Stone: Or, The Great Pyramid of Egypt. Unfortunately, the book was popular among so-called Christians, so they got snookered with that one. And it’s the same tragedy still happening today with Christians attracted to supposed secret information that is also unbiblical. 

	 

	Seiss’ book was picked up by Charles Taze Russell, who ran with it, and in 1891 Russell used the book to disseminate his false teachings around the globe. That’s how Pyramidology really got widely known and distributed. It was because Russell jumped on the Pyramidology bandwagon and as a mass distributor of false teachings, he was able to use his multimillions to reach the world with another corrupt teaching. In fact, Russell even adopted Joseph Seiss’ saying that the Great Pyramid was “the Bible in stone.” Russell didn’t come up with that one.

	 

	And Pyramidology continues today. You may remember the 1960’s pyramid power, or triangles on people’s heads. It was a New Age thing and wasn’t just about the pyramid itself, but also from the triangular shape of it. That geometric shape is supposed to have some supernatural secret power. Since the Egyptians made these giant triangles (the pyramids), New Age authors picked that up to theorize that pyramids must have secret energies only ancient Egyptians knew. So, we have to replicate what they did with triangles. In fact, New Agers go as far as claiming that, during experiments using Pyramidology, with its triangle shapes, “Seeds stored in pyramid replicas germinated sooner and grew higher.” So, if you can believe that, it may pay to put a pyramid over your germinating seeds; yeah, whatever.  

	 

	Today’s Pyramidology gets even more New Agey because now they believe the Great Pyramid wasn’t built by Egyptians, Hebrews, Noah, or even under the orders of a Melchizedek. It turns out the Great Pyramid came from the Atlanteans; the people of the supposed lost civilization of Atlantis. 

	 

	Now another guy who got hooked up in all this Pyramid stuff was Manley P. Hall. Hall will be a big part of the last topic we’ll cover in this massive undertaking we call, World Religions, Cults & The Occult. That is Freemasonry. Manly Palmer Hall was a prominent figure in Freemasonry. You may be familiar with their compass and measurement square symbol: 

	Hall also got into the Egypt stuff with his focus on Ancient Egypt Wisdom Schools. Why do you suppose there’s a pyramid on the back of our one-dollar bill? It even has a capstone on top of the pyramid that contains the Egyptian Eye of Horus. Where did all that come from? We’ll get deep into that topic in another study.

	 

	Another guy who was into the pyramid stuff was Edgar Cayce. We looked at him extensively in New Age & The Last Days Deception. Edgar Cayce was known as the “Sleeping Prophet.”

	 

	Unfortunately, Pyramidology is really being pushed today, thanks to people called, “ancient astronaut theorists.” Have you seen that show, Ancient Aliens, on the History Channel? It seems like every six lines or so, they say something else that begins with, “According to ancient astronaut theorists...” It’s almost like this: “Hey look, this car went off the road. Well, according to ancient astronaut theorists...” Or, “Hey, look. There’s a house fly over there. According to ancient astronaut theorists...” Who are these seemingly all-knowing space flyers that recently popped into our theories of history? And now it’s causing more people to pick up on Pyramidology because; “according to ancient astronaut theorists” the builders were apparently neither Egyptians, Hebrews, nor even Atlanteans. Now we’re told it was extraterrestrials.

	 

	Okay, whatever, but all this was started way back in the day with those three guys; Taylor, Smyth, and Seiss. And it may have mercifully stayed buried on a dusty old library shelf if it weren’t for Charles Taze Russell coming along with his millions of dollars to disseminate his, those, and many other false teachings around the world. But that’s how the pyramid baloney got advanced.

	 

	“Russell’s health became increasingly poor the last three years leading up to his death. He became increasingly ill with cystitis [a bladder issue] and he died on Halloween, October 31st, 1916, at the age of 64, near Pampa Texas, while returning to Brooklyn by train. One of his associates stated that, at the age of 64, his body was more worn out than that of his father who died at 89.”

	 

	It’s sad this guy worked his tail off, seemed to be very smart with the money he’d been blessed with, was way ahead of his time in the use of every media and marketing means possible, and in that way disseminated his writings across the world, but because his commendable effort was, unfortunately, from a false teacher spreading a false gospel, it has long been and still is today, leading people to Hell. That’s what’s so sad. And for him personally, he burned his life out early, only to then find out the reality of Hell. It’s all so sad but should prompt us to work as hard as he did, use today’s technology as he did in his day, and to try and reach just as many or more than he did; but to do it preaching the truth of God’s word.

	 

	Russell was buried in Pittsburg at Rosemont United Cemetery in Pittsburgh. Despite Jehovah’s Witnesses’ claims that he didn’t get his ideas from Pyramidology, still to this day, Russell’s gravestone, which was put there in 1921 by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, is a seven-foot pyramid. In fact, here’s the transcript of a video from a guy who went there and recorded this description of it for us:

	 

	“I’m here in Rosemont United Cemetery. It’s on the outskirts of Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. And right behind me is a seven-foot-tall pyramid constructed by the Watchtower Society; better known as the Jehovah’s Witnesses. The reason why the Jehovah’s Witnesses built this pyramid is because for the first fifty years of their history, from about 1879 to 1925, they believed the study of the pyramid, or Pyramidology, could foretell predictions of the end of the world, or when the world would end. They believed that the pyramid was God’s stone witness and that God actually put in hints. And the inches and the feet of certain tunnels in the pyramids, if you studied [them] with the Bible, you could predict the end of the world.”

	 

	Yes, and do you also know about Astrology, where you can apparently figure out the future by looking at groups of celestial rocks (stars) in the night sky? People made names for those groups, which they called constellations. And they use computer programs with depictions of those stars moving in their orbits at high speed to show the rapid passage of time. Then they watch for certain planets in our solar system to line up and somehow all that gives us secret knowledge of certain dates that they claim may be set from Bible passages in the Book of Revelation. 

	 

	Actually, it does nothing of the kind but that was the story going around even as recently as the fall of 2017. Do you remember how big that got in some Christian circles? It was the supposed great sign in the stars, on September 23rd, 2017, that many thought signified the date of the Rapture of the Church.

	 

	But again, the date came, the predictions failed, and it all went away just like all of Russell’s failed predictions. And besides the pyramid, there’s no difference from what unfortunately goes on today, even in the Church, because people don’t follow a crucial principle about false teachings. Anytime you get outside Scripture exploring alternative ideas and then try to come back at the Bible using that new idea to supposedly help with interpreting the Scripture, you’re always going to end up wrong. We want to think that people today wouldn’t believe in or get involved with crazy notions like that wacky pyramid stuff but even now people are falling for similar false notions.

	 

	Why? It’s because people don’t spend time in their Bibles to get real wisdom and knowledge, so they want to believe somebody who claims to have some sort of secret knowledge that everybody else has missed. Maybe they even have secret calculations from computer programs that we don’t know how to run but since they do, they must know better than us, right? No! Wrong! Stick to the Bible!

	 

	So, folks are being duped, right and left. And the world is watching all of it, as they laugh, mock, and scoff. They’re thinking, “You guys are a bunch of wackos!” I predicted, on the 12th of September 2017, that there was one thing I knew for sure about September 23rd of 2017. I knew for sure that the Rapture would not happen on September 23rd, 2017. And it was because so many predicted it even though God says only He knows the day and the hour. So, the Rapture could have happened any day before that date and it can happen any minute now because it’s an imminent event. 

	 

	And here’s what I think should have happened on September 24th of 2017, but unfortunately, it didn’t. Those false teachers should have been called out on the carpet and everyone should have fled from them and shut them off. We’re getting duped into thinking that somehow true biblical Christianity is not good enough; that it’s too boring. But that’s a path to false teaching.

	 

	Now in the next chapter we’re going to get into more of the history with the man who followed after Russell: “Judge” Rutherford. We’ll talk about him with some of his weird behavior and boy, did he have a lot of that, just like Russell.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Two

	————————————

	Judge Rutherford

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The important question we’re asking about the Jehovah’s Witnesses is, “Who’s going to witness to the witnesses?” And the answer should be, “We are!” But that’s why we’re getting equipped. We saw in the last chapter that Jehovah’s Witnesses, by their own teachings, makes them a cult. And like all cults, there are five areas they get off track: their source of authority, the nature of God, including the Trinity, the personal work of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and how we get to heaven. Unfortunately, the Jehovah’s Witnesses get them all wrong, so their own words classify them as a pseudo-Christian cult, or a cult. Like the Mormons, they claim to be Christian but are not.

	 

	Now it’s important to remember that when witnessing to the Jehovah’s Witnesses or anyone else, we need to check our heart, right? Are we covering this information just to win that Daily Double on Jeopardy? Is it to show how intellectually superior we are to any Jehovah’s Witnesses we talk with? No. Why are we sharing God’s word and the true Gospel with them? It’s to be able to witness to them, to love them to Jesus Christ, and do it with the truth because God’s truth sets them free. So, we need to check our heart to see if it’s in the right place. Pointing fingers and slamming doors in somebody’s face does not help them get to Christ. Instead, speak up in love. 

	 

	Getting back to the history of Jehovah’s Witnesses, we already talked about Charles Taze Russell. Now, here comes the “Judge!” We want to take a look at Judge Rutherford, who was the successor to Russell as the leader of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. But even starting with his name, was Mr. Rutherford an honest man? Was he even a judge? No. I don’t think so. It seems to be another long trail of Jehovah’s Witnesses deceit that is still being perpetrated on people today. Here’s more on Jehovah’s Witnesses history:

	 

	“When Charles Russell was eighteen, he organized a Bible class in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania; focusing on the second coming of Christ and biblical chronology.”

	 

	Is that horrible? No, there’s nothing wrong with talking about Bible prophecy, including the second coming of Jesus. In fact, what does the Bible say about it? Scripture tells us we can earn a crown just because we longed for Jesus’ appearing. All of us should at least get that one. So, it’s commendable to study Bible prophecy. Then what’s the problem? It’s the date setters. But luckily, that doesn’t go on anymore, right? Yes, it does! These days people are setting dates all over the place. 

	 

	Today we have date setters, all kinds of false teachings, and even large portions of the population who are now participating in, and promoting, an abundant list of aberrant beliefs and practices. And that’s just how Satan operates. He takes God’s truth and then twists, contorts, and perverts it. It’s where we get false teaching. But let’s continue with the history:

	 

	Russell published his views in several books and began lecturing in 1878. In 1879, Russell published the Herald of the Morning magazine and by 1884, renamed it, The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom, and also founded the Zion’s Watchtower Tract Society. The first edition of The Watchtower magazine distributed 6,000 copies. But wait until you hear how big that circulation is today. The reach of these guys was astounding. 

	 

	“From 1886 until his death in 1916, Russell wrote a series of books called Studies in the Scriptures.”

	 

	That’s the modern name Jehovah’s Witnesses use but the series started out as The Millennial Dawn series.

	 

	“Russell claimed that the Bible could only be understood according to his interpretations.”

	 

	And there’s a major sign that you’re following a cult leader! As we saw in the last chapter, as far as his dubious interpretations, Russell especially wants us to follow his view of the Bible, as far as its relation to the Great Pyramid of Giza. Remember, he jumped on the bandwagon that claimed that a pyramid was actually “the Bible written in stone.” In fact, he taught that we need to look at the measurements of the Great Pyramid of Giza to even understand the Bible.

	 

	“The Studies in the Scriptures contents formed the basis of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ theology.”

	 

	That series of books also formed the theological basis of Russell’s successor, “Judge” Rutherford, who we’re going to look at now:

	 

	“After the death of Russell in 1916, a lawyer named Joseph Franklin Rutherford took over the presidency of the Watchtower Society, which was known then as the International Bible Students Association. (And also known as the Russellites.) In 1931, [Rutherford] changed the name of the organization to ‘The Jehovah’s Witnesses.’”

	 

	That name change was Rutherford’s first in a long series of moves he carried out to accomplish what today’s corporate world calls, a “hostile takeover.” That’s really what he did. Rutherford went in and took this baby over. Of course, Jehovah’s Witnesses was already messed up, being full of false teachings, but this man, unfortunately, took that deception to a whole new level. That’s what we’ll see with his story.

	 

	Joseph Franklin Rutherford, also known as “Judge” Rutherford, was the second president of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. Jehovah’s Witnesses may have relied on the idea that Rutherford had a “judge” title to think that whatever he was doing with the takeover was perfectly legal. They may have thought that a supposed “Judge” Rutherford, who was thought to have sat as a legal judicial arbitrator of the people, was the perfect person to lead their society, navigating right and wrong in the further development of their beliefs. But that was not who Joe Rutherford was.

	 

	Like Charles Russell, this character we’ll be dealing with, also had character issues like Russell, who, as a married man, admitted to floating around between women like a jellyfish. Russell also believed he was the sole righteous communication between God and man, taught that the Pyramid of Giza was the stone representation of the Bible, and put out many false dates. Now here’s Mr. Rutherford’s legal background, and again, the dishonesty about this judge title shows more lack of character from these two early leaders of Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	“[Rutherford] was sometimes an official court stenographer.”

	 

	Does that make him a judge? What is a stenographer? It’s the person who sits on the side of the court proceedings and pecks away at the buttons of a dictation machine to make a record of what is being said during a court trial. Stenographers certainly don’t have a leadership role in the courtroom and are nothing like a judge. Now here’s where Joe and Jehovah’s Witnesses stretch the truth about Rutherford, which is a fancy way of saying, they lied to come up with his designation as a judge (and are still lying about it to this day):

	 

	“[Rutherford] was familiar enough with legal forms and procedures that he was admitted to the Boonville [Missouri] bar in 1892, although not registered at any law school accredited in Missouri. In that state, when a presiding judge was absent, the bar would pick somebody to fill in as a substitute judge.”

	 

	That was a common practice at the time, but it didn’t make that fill-in person, a judge. It was just somebody who could cover for a real judge when the real judge could not be in court. This occurred four times in Mr. Rutherford’s career. Two of those occasions were only minor trials and twice it turned out that there was no trial, but that is the whole basis for him hijacking the title of judge.

	 

	“Rutherford never ever served as a circuit judge in Cooper County [Missouri]. He actually had run for the office of Circuit Judge of Cooper County in 1900, but was easily defeated in the democratic primary.”

	 

	He also ran for the state representative but was, again, easily defeated because Cooper County folks living with him there in Missouri knew what kind of a guy Joe Rutherford was. In fact, one guy said he should’ve been called, “Shady Rutherford.” Underhanded dealings were a big part of his family’s history. We see the same thing in Mormonism. When you peel back the history of the founder of Mormonism, Joseph Smith, you’ll find that not only was he involved in witchcraft, his whole family was as well. They were all into it. In fact, when you look at the court records, Smith was even arrested, prosecuted, and went to jail for practicing witchcraft. He and his whole family were snookering people.

	 

	It’s the same with Joe Rutherford and his family. Frankly, his was a family of cheaters and liars. But let’s continue on with Rutherford’s judge title and again, it was on four occasions that Rutherford got to be what they called a fill-in “Special Judge” for the day: 

	 

	“Practically every attorney in rural Missouri got to be a special judge for a few days during their career.”

	 

	It’s was just a common issue where the county didn’t have a judge available, so someone had to fill in just like we have to do at Sunrise Bible Church when I’m not available to speak on a particular Wednesday or Sunday. We have interns to fill in for me at the pulpit. Does that make them Pastors? No. There’s a process to go through to become a Pastor so that situation just involves a person filling in, who are not Pastors.

	 

	“None of them would have ever dreamed or dared to assume the title, ‘judge,’ for having done so; otherwise they would’ve been the laughingstock of their community.”

	 

	So, there’s the basis for this guy wrongly appropriating the title of judge. I like what one guy said:

	 

	“If the Watchtower Society has been willing to lie for decades about those items on Rutherford’s résumé, then we have to wonder about what other lies you’ve also been propagating over the years. In fact, there are some indicators that Judge Rutherford didn’t even attend a law school.”

	 

	So even his supposed time at law school is up for debate. Now let’s take a closer look at Mr. Rutherford’s court record. Yes, he shows up in the court record from his job as court stenographer, he was aware of some legal proceedings and he got to be a fill in a couple of times, but a lot of his experience in the court was during his own prosecution. Listen to this:

	 

	“He was cited for contempt of court on at least three different occasions, possibly more. His worst one involved a case where a saloon operator in Missouri purchased, on credit, a cash register from the National Cash Register Company (The NCR Corporation) and he missed one of the payments so the saloon operator was contractually obligated to pay the entire balance to NCR. NCR forwarded the account to Rutherford for collection. Eight days later, a man named David Nicholson, who was possibly the landlord, filed a lawsuit against the saloon operator for moneys that he owed.”

	 

	Nicholson, (probably the landlord), was most likely after rent from the saloon operator so he sought an attachment against the saloon operator’s only available asset, which was the cash register owned by NCR.

	“Nicholson asked the local deputy to get the cash register, only to find the cash register missing. So, he headed straight for Rutherford’s office, where Rutherford smugly told him: ‘If you want the cash register, you’ll have to go to Sedalia for it because it’s on its way there now.’ The deputy was not as stupid as Rutherford thought and proceeded to search Rutherford’s office. The deputy found the cash register hidden in the back room under a pile of office stuff.”

	 

	So, right there you can see the kind of blatant liar Rutherford was. And again, remember what one guy said; instead of being called Judge Rutherford, he should be called Shady Rutherford.

	 

	“Also, Rutherford was sued for allegedly committing fraud with the sale of stock in a newly formed corporation, in which he had interest.”

	 

	And wait until you hear what his brother was like. Again, it’s the same type of character from the Mormon’s founder, Joseph Smith. It’s the founding of a cult, part two. And Smith’s family was not familiar with honest living. It was like a family affair of aberrant behavior; just like Rutherford’s family with characters like his baby brother, James: 

	 

	“James Rutherford was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to the minimum of two years in prison. Then he was convicted of a misdemeanor for acting as an agent of an unlicensed insurance company.”

	 

	The latter sounds similar to what James’ big brother, Joseph Rutherford, allegedly committed through fraud with the sale of stock. Here’s more on little brother James:

	 

	“James Rutherford was later arrested and charged with insurance fraud. Even the newspapers referred to him as ‘a swindler and a smooth one.’ Then he was indicted in another state. A grand jury charged him with embezzling $50,000, in today’s dollars. Then he was accused of defrauding a local farmer.”

	 

	So that was Joe Rutherford’s little brother. But let’s go the other direction and talk about his big brother, William Rutherford:

	 

	“William was hired as a police officer by the city of Sacramento. He was fired from the Sacramento Police Department in May 1896 after having been indicted and criminally prosecuted three times. He only worked there for two and a half years.”

	 

	So, he was fired from the Sacramento Police Department for the multiple crimes he committed in just a couple of years. Here are just three of the crimes he was caught committing:

	 

	Manslaughter, police brutality, and perjury.

	 

	That’s a lot of mess-ups in just two and a half years, including serious stuff like manslaughter. William Rutherford had another run-in with the law when he was arrested for public intoxication. Speaking of intoxication, we’ll see that the middle brother, “Judge” Rutherford, liked his booze too. He drank a lot of it and especially during 1920’s Prohibition. We’ll get to that in a minute. But apparently, prison time was also a family affair because Judge Rutherford too spent time in prison, which is another thing the Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t mention when they come knocking at the door.  

	 

	This next account is about The Finished Mystery, which you may remember was the last volume of Russell’s Millennial Dawn series. Russell wrote the series that later had a name change to, Studies in the Scriptures. It had six volumes, so Rutherford finished the seventh one that Russell had been working on when he died. 

	 

	“Rutherford was arrested, convicted, and in prison for a short time in 1918 and 1919 for taking an anti-government position during World War I. In early May 1918, the U.S. Attorney General, Thomas Watt Gregory, condemned The Finished Mystery as ‘one of the most dangerous examples of propaganda; a work written in extremely religious language and distributed in enormous numbers.’ So, warrants were issued for his arrest for attempting to cause insubordination, disloyalty, refusal of duty in the armed forces, and obstructing the recruitment and enlistment of the service of the United States while it was at war.”

	 

	Later, when we get more into their false teachings, you’re going to see that this is something Jehovah’s Witnesses still do today. Besides not serving in the military, they teach their followers to not celebrate birthdays or holidays like Father’s Day. The aversion to serving in the military and not honoring holidays started with Rutherford and he went to prison for the former one. In fact, he was originally sentenced to twenty years but feared, in his absence, that his opponents would gain control of the Watchtower Society, so he had some pages of The Finished Mystery ripped out.

	 

	What does that tell you? Where was his heart? And on the question of his character, we haven’t even got to the evidence, but this guy literally executed a hostile takeover. But don’t misunderstand me; I’m not looking for one ounce of sympathy for Jehovah’s Witnesses. It’s not like they would have stayed pristine if Mr. Rutherford hadn’t taken over. No, it was already messed up from Russell and then Rutherford made it even worse. But his tactics to avoid a long confinement were interesting: 

	 

	“Rutherford ordered the Bible Students [Jehovah’s Witnesses] to rip out pages 247 through 253 in all copies of The Finished Mystery in his last-ditch attempt to avoid jail time.”

	 

	Again, Rutherford went to jail because of that book. Now, believe it or not, on page 652 of Jehovah’s Witnesses Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom, they actually admit that the pages were removed. If this is supposed to be a book from God, why are they ripping pages out? They disclosed that the pages were removed but it doesn’t explain that this was done so Rutherford could avoid jail time. And let me give you a little teaser about what was on some of those pages that caused Rutherford to tell his followers something like, “Hey, quick, rip these pages out of every copy you can find!”

	 

	I’ll include three quotes here, but I could give you a large number of them from Rutherford’s volume seven (The Finished Mystery), which he wrote to finish the series, of which Mr. Russell created the first six volumes:

	 

	“People who display patriotism are delusional murderers acting in the very spirit of the devil. Patriotism is narrow-minded hatred of other people.”

	 

	“The first expenditure of the United States government in World War I was seven billion dollars, which is twenty seven percent in excess of the value of all the crops harvested in the United States.”

	 

	Well yes, we must spend money to defend our country. Yet Rutherford says we should use that money to grow food instead. It gets worse:

	 

	“The Germans denounced war; with the exception of the present conflict in England.”

	 

	So, was he siding with the Germans? Wait until we get to that part. Here’s more analysis of Rutherford’s actions with his book:

	 

	“The fact that Rutherford did not stand firmly behind these statements in his Finished Mystery, and then ordered them to be removed in a cowardly attempt to avoid prison, says a lot about his character.”

	 

	Yes, it attests to the con artist in him.

	 

	“Then in March of 1919, he was released on bail and on May 20th the government dropped the charges, but he continued to preach loud and often against the political systems.”

	 

	In fact, all during World War I, Rutherford was wanted and being monitored by the FBI, which was headed up at that time by J. Edgar Hoover. They continued to keep an eye on him during World War II and the Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t tell you about that either. But the FBI was especially watching Rutherford because of his ties to the German Nazis. What?! Yes, and it’s some important information people should know about this early leader of Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

	 

	“The director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation strongly suggested that Joseph F. Rutherford, then president of the Watchtower Society, be closely monitored and potentially arrested. J. Edgar Hoover was aware of Rutherford’s political positions during the late 30’s and in the 1940’s. Hoover’s memo makes it clear that Judge Rutherford had been monitored for some time by the United States government.”

	 

	So why would they go to all this trouble to monitor Joe Rutherford? Well, it was not just his past behavior they were concerned over, but listen to this:

	 

	“It was likely that Rutherford’s praise of Adolf Hitler and the leaders of other fascist countries during the late 1930’s created some red flags for the FBI and the government.”

	 

	No kidding! You might be thinking, “Oh, come on. Not even this guy would praise Adolf Hitler on American soil.” Well, he sure did, and it was because Mr. Rutherford was against the Jewish people. I’m going to give you some quotes from his documents, and his letter to Hitler, which will prove the point:

	 

	“Today, the Watchtower Society criticizes other religious groups for colluding with Hitler. What is not admitted is that Rutherford initially praised Hitler for his stance against the Jews and the Anglo-American Empire. Early in 1933, the Watchtower office in Berlin…”

	 

	Did you catch that? Jehovah’s Witnesses already had a German office. In fact, we’re going to see that Rutherford had vacation homes over there, as well as other places.

	 

	“Early in 1933, the Watchtower office in Berlin was closed and it was banned in many German states. So, in an attempt to appease Hitler, Rutherford instigated what he called a Declaration of Facts and sent a [separate] letter to Hitler discussing the Watchtower’s support of the Nazi regime.”

	 

	Now contrary to its second leader, the founder of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Charles Taze Russell, was actually sympathetic to the Jews because of Bible prophecy. So even though Russell got a ton of other things wrong, at least that was a good thing. But again, please don’t misunderstand. I’m not sending any sympathy their way because it wasn’t like Rutherford came along and messed up Russell’s excellent group of biblical Christians. Rutherford didn’t come along and mess Jehovah’s Witnesses up because they were already corrupted badly by Russell well before Rutherford. But at least Russell wasn’t an anti-Semite. Rutherford was! He had a bigoted anti-Semitic stance and here are some of Rutherford’s own words:

	 

	“Be it known once and for all that those profiteering consciousless [sic] selfish men, who call themselves Jews and who control the greater portion of finances of the world, and the business of the world, will never be the rulers in this new Earth. God would not risk selfish men with such an important position.”

	 

	Well, Mr. Rutherford should have read his Bible because when Jesus comes back at the end of the Seven Year Tribulation and sets up His Millennial Kingdom, He will head straight for Jerusalem which will be Jesus’ world capital. And praise God; we of the Christian Church will all be there too. We will have left to be with Jesus in Heaven at the Rapture of the Church, prior to the Seven Year Tribulation. Then we come back with Jesus during His Second Coming at the end of the Seven Year Tribulation. And guess who else will be there with us at the end of that most terrible time ever on the Earth? It’s the Jewish people!

	 

	So, Rutherford was anti-Semitic and even said this about the Jews being allowed to return to the land God eternally gave the Jewish people through the Abrahamic Covenant:

	 

	“In 1917, the Balfour Declaration, sponsored by the heathen governments of Satan’s organization, came forth to recognize the Jews and bestowed upon them great favors. The Jews have received more attention at their hands than they really deserve.”

	 

	That was Rutherford. And remember I mentioned he had a connection with Hitler. Well, Rutherford actually thought Hitler’s actions against the Jews were awesome. Here’s that:

	 

	“In June of 1933, Adolf Hitler again seized the Watchtower Society’s property and banned their activities. In an effort to overturn the ban, Rutherford sent a letter and a declaration to Hitler, in which he praises Hitler for his anti Anglo-American campaign and his stance against the Jews.”

	 

	I’m going to quote a small section from the English translation of Rutherford’s letter to Adolf Hitler:

	 

	“Referring to the purely religious and unpolitical goals and efforts of Jehovah’s Witnesses; it can be said that these are in full agreement with the identical goals of the national government of the German Reich.”

	 

	That’s what he told Adolf Hitler. He was saying the Jehovah’s Witnesses have the same goals as Hitler, so that’s why Hitler shouldn’t ban them. And Rutherford’s Declaration of Facts, which he distributed in letter format, outlined the Watchtower support for the German government’s stance against the Jews. In fact, Rutherford traveled to Germany at that time, along with Nathan Knorr, who would later become the third president of the Watchtower Society. They went to Berlin and had a gathering in a convention hall. Here’s more on that:

	 

	“The convention hall was decked with swastikas, the program was opened, and a song that had the same melody as the German national anthem was sung.”

	 

	They don’t mention all this when they come knocking at the door. And here is part of Rutherford’s Declaration of Facts document, created to appease Hitler and get him to lift the ban:

	 

	“The greatest and most oppressive empire on the Earth is the Anglo-American empire. By that, it is meant, the British Empire, of which the United States of America forms a part. It has been the commercial Jews of the British/American Empire that have built up and carried on big business as a means of exploiting and oppressing the peoples of many nations. Instead of being against the principles advocated by the government of Germany, we stand squarely for such principles. Let us remind the government and the people of Germany that it was the League of Nations that laid upon the shoulders of the German people, the great unjust and unbearable burdens.”

	 

	That’s just a small section of the declaration document where Rutherford is saying people should not talk smack about the Germans because they were put in a situation where they had to do what they’re doing.

	 

	So, Rutherford and his Watchtower Society supported Germany’s treatment of the Jewish people. Again, do you imagine they ever mention this stuff when knocking on doors? I doubt any of that is in the Watchtower Society literature they cram into people’s hands. But why would they leave it out? It’s just like how Rutherford is supposed to be a judge but really isn’t. Yet Jehovah’s Witnesses still propagate that lie to this day. And if that’s the case, what else have they lied about and what are they still lying about when recruiting for their organization these days? One of their main founders and a person who helped set up their beliefs and practices, Mr. Rutherford, was from a whole family of incarcerated con artists like himself. 

	 

	Rutherford was a man who had been a defendant in the courtroom several times for his behavior, executed a hostile takeover of the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization, chummed up with Hitler, who Rutherford said was a great guy, slammed the United States in support of an enemy we were at war with, and even ended up in prison. What kind of a guy is that? And so far, we’ve only scratched the surface on his character. Here’s more: 

	 

	“Rutherford also encouraged and directed the smuggling of alcohol into his Brooklyn headquarters during the Prohibition era. He turned a blind eye to homosexual activities which only partly declined during the tenure of his successor, Nathan Knorr, and a brothel was run from the headquarters during his time of control.”

	 

	Sounds like the power went to Rutherford’s head. But that’s his background and character so you can understand the root of his actions and what some of the founding aspects of Jehovah’s Witnesses were; many of which continue to this day. 

	 

	Now I want to get into more proof that Rutherford executed a hostile takeover of Jehovah’s Witnesses. And I’ll mention, for a third time, that I’m not trying to gain sympathy for the Jehovah’s Witnesses by showing how he pulled off his hostile takeover. It’s not like they started out well and then this Rutherford guy came along to steer them off course. They were already messed up horribly and even today they retain a lot of Russell’s false teachings. But Rutherford just piled it on to make the organization worse. Listen to this:

	 

	“Rutherford joined the Jehovah’s Witnesses and was baptized in 1906. He was then appointed as legal counsel for the Watchtower Society in 1907.”

	 

	Boy was that was a bad hire!

	 

	“Prior to his election as president in 1917, after the death of Russell in 1916, his early presidency was marked by a dispute with the society’s board of directors, in which four of its seven members accused him of autocratic behavior and sought to reduce his powers.”

	 

	They probably thought, “Oops! Man, did we make a huge mistake.” So, Rutherford’s autocratic behavior was about him trying to take the whole thing over and that’s exactly what he ended up doing. It was during World War I that the directors tried to limit Rutherford’s powers and the result was a division of the organization. This is where they had their first big split; a seventh of Jehovah’s Witnesses split off by 1919 and thousands more by 1931.

	 

	So, the organization started going down the tubes after Rutherford got in as the successor to Russell. And that should be no surprise “judging” from his character. Because Rutherford was a power-hungry person, even the false teachers in the Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership, realized he was a bad dude to have in charge, so they tried to put a limit on him, and it blew up into a major split. And when they did split off, those other leaders were probably relieved that they were at least done with this guy and wouldn’t have to deal with him going forward. But they were wrong. What Rutherford instituted next is one of the reasons Jehovah’s Witnesses became as legalistic in the way they keep records of everything. It was also the time that established an adamant decree that followers knock on doors. It was because their membership was declining rapidly, so Rutherford instituted these types of practices to keep their numbers up. Here’s more on that:

	 

	“Rutherford introduced many organizational and doctrinal changes that helped shape the current beliefs and practices of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. He imposed a centralized administrative structure on the worldwide Jehovah’s Witnesses movement.”

	 

	And later he even called it a theocracy. In fact, today these guys won’t allow their followers to even think on their own. Everything is monitored all the way down to the activity in each local hall. The leadership keeps total control and it was Rutherford who set that system up:

	“Membership plunged and continued to plunge until he ‘compelled’ those who remained to recruit extensively, door to door.”

	 

	In fact, it wasn’t just a suggestion to go door to door. Members had to do it, although Rutherford did not. We’ll get to that later. Leadership collected regular reports of this activity and it was what saved Jehovah’s Witnesses from disappearing into oblivion. Rutherford said Witnesses had to recruit door-to-door and turn in mandatory reports on their activities, so it became a part of their legalistic system.

	 

	Also, during Rutherford’s leadership, he established 1914 as the date of Christ’s invisible return, which veered from Russell’s teachings. Again, Rutherford’s tweaking of the doctrine was one of the reasons a lot of Witnesses split off. It wasn’t the only reason and, of course, Russell was a false teacher too. Again, we have to keep in mind that the Bible says everyone who sets dates, like Russell had and like Rutherford’s 1914 invisible return of Jesus, is going to be wrong.

	 

	Rutherford also asserted that Christ died on a tree rather than on a cross. That’s a big stickler with Jehovah’s Witnesses today and it was an idea that came from Rutherford. We’ll get into that later too.

	 

	“Rutherford condemned the observance of traditional celebrations such as Christmas and birthdays, the saluting of national flags, and the singing of national anthems.”

	 

	Hey, but he didn’t have a problem singing the Nazi Germany national anthem and chumming up with Hitler.

	 

	In 1931, Rutherford introduced the name, “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” Why? It was because he had become the new head cheese, but the followers were technically called “Bible Students” and they were really going by the name, “Russellites.” Well, Rutherford couldn’t have that after he became the man, so he changed the name. Then, in 1935, he introduced the term, “Kingdom Hall,” for their so-called houses of worship.

	“Rutherford wrote twenty-one books and was credited by the society with the distribution of almost four hundred million books and booklets. Despite the decreases [when they went through the big split,] overall membership increased more than sixfold by the end of his twenty-five years as the president.”

	 

	And now you know why he had such a big increase by the end of his tenure. He introduced a legalistic system where he made everyone (except himself) get out there in the neighborhoods, and on the country roads, to knock and knock and knock on doors with each visit cataloged to be later inspected. What a horrible course of action brought about because this guy caused a split in an already messed up belief system. And in order to stave off oblivion, he introduced mass recruiting. But notice there’s no love in it. It wasn’t done because of a compassion for others to know Christ or to help people escape the wrath in Hell. Instead it came from desperate Rutherford who’s thinking was probably more like, “You better do what we’re telling you! You better do it now! And I want a record of your activities.” It was and still is a legalistic system.

	 

	Now even before Rutherford got in trouble with the United States Government, his book contained a bunch of other chicanery. Again, The Finished Mystery book was supposed to be the seventh and final volume, finishing up Russell’s six volumes that were originally called, the Millennial Dawn series, and later became a more distinguished-sounding name, Studies in the Scriptures.

	 

	“Rutherford proceeded with that book without the knowledge of the full board of directors of the editorial committee.”

	 

	So, he was supposed to be working with a board of people but instead he just did his own thing. And not only that, he came out with the book at the same time he did something else very impactful to the organization’s future: 

	 

	“The Finished Mystery was released by Rutherford the day he announced the appointment of four replacement directors.”

	So, all at once, he dumped four of the top leaders, sat four new ones, and came out with fresh doctrine. The more I look at this guy, everything I see keeps causing two words to come to mind: “hostile takeover.” Again, it was already messed up, but he certainly made it worse.

	 

	Rutherford’s book was misleadingly labeled as the posthumous seventh volume of Charles Taze Russell’s Studies in the Scriptures. Rutherford’s opponents denounced it because they saw it as Rutherford wanting to ride on Russell’s coattails and trying to say the book was just to help the series along from what were originally really Russell’s teachings. They basically said, “No, you can’t do that.” But Rutherford pushed the book out anyway and it became a bestseller, being translated into six languages and published by the Watchtower Society, which houses their publishing arm. That’s how it got out in wide distribution.

	 

	Later, Rutherford gave a talk in Los Angeles originally entitled, The World Has Ended--Millions Now Living May Never Die. But that title was kind of long so later he shortened it to, Millions Now Living Will Never Die. And unfortunately, that became a widespread popular sermon and rallying cry used by Rutherford to preach and propagate his false teachings. That one speech was a really big deal.

	 

	At the same time, Rutherford announced the publication of a new magazine. Again, he was taking over and seemingly trying to erase the past that came from Russell. Rutherford announced the publication of his new magazine, The Golden Age. That was the original name, but you may know it by the name it goes by today: Awake!

	 

	I mentioned before that they have some amazing circulation numbers. I told you they originally started their magazine with around six thousand copies but listen to this from Wikipedia, which is a written public knowledge forum:

	 

	“Awake! is an illustrated religious magazine published every second month by the Jehovah’s Witnesses, via the Watchtower Society. It’s distributed by Jehovah’s Witnesses in their door-to-door ministry. 

	 

	So, it’s the one they try to hand you at the door.

	 

	Awake! is the second most widely distributed magazine in the whole world.”

	 

	Can you believe that?! It just blew me away but not as much as this next number. Once you’ve heard something is the second largest, inquiring minds always want to know what number one is. Well, the highest circulation magazine in the world also comes from Jehovah’s Witnesses. It’s the public edition of The Watchtower. That’s the most widely distributed magazine in the whole world with “a total worldwide circulation of over sixty million copies in one hundred and seventeen languages per issue.” Can you believe that? They have the first and second most popular magazines on the planet.

	 

	So how did that come about? Well, what did we see with Charles Taze Russell? He became an instant millionaire upon selling all his businesses, at which point he had a lot of cash and was a genius with marketing. He used all that cash for media to propagate his materials. Then Mr. Rutherford jumped on that bandwagon and continued with more written materials being widely distributed through their huge publishing arm.

	 

	“The stated purpose of the magazines changed over time.”

	 

	Whoops. Why did they have to change? It was because of their false teachings, including specific dates they had set.

	 

	“Each issue of the magazine included a mission statement, which originally stated, ‘This magazine builds confidence in the Creator’s promise of a peaceful and secure new order before the generation that saw 1914 passes away.’”

	But of course, that generation’s time period came and went so they had to get away from printing that wrong prediction. Here’s what it says now:

	 

	“This magazine builds confidence in the Creator’s promise of a peaceful and secure new world that is about to replace the present and wicked lawless system of things.”

	 

	So that’s a bit of a snoozer compared to the last one because it lacks any revelation like the one before, but they had to take out the date because, again and again, they’ve gotten it wrong. And what’s their solution each time their dates are shown to be a fraud? They wipe it from the new literature, get rid of all the old writings, and encourage their followers to also trash any old copies. But guess what; there are always former Jehovah’s Witnesses who still have the old materials lying around, so what they really said can be shown and taught. And in this way, they can’t get away with the deception so easy.

	 

	“The magazine, of course, is distributed by Jehovah’s Witnesses in their house-to-house ministry. People in public places also distribute them. They are giving it to acquaintances and professionals. They are left as reading material at places such as bus terminals and laundromats.”

	 

	How many times do you see those magazines, especially at the dentist’s office? Have you noticed that? I don’t know what’s going on there, but it seems they always show up in dentist’s offices. But let’s get back to Rutherford’s history:

	 

	“He published a book (based on his very popular sermon) called, Millions Now Living Will Never Die. He published a hardcover book called The Harp of God, followed by nineteen other hardcover books, and then gained full control over what doctrines would be taught in the Watchtower Society; overruling the five-man editorial committee.”

	 

	So, this guy gained full control. What does that sound like? It was a hostile takeover. He took over every aspect of the organization so followers couldn’t sneeze without him knowing about it. He became the head cheese as a micromanager who demanded everyone believe whatever he told him or her to believe.

	 

	“The Watchtower Society also then ceased printing Russell’s, Studies in the Scriptures.”

	 

	So, there’s another step by Rutherford to work at getting rid of the previous guy. Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses was already messed up before Rutherford and still is to this day, but this guy came in and made it even worse.

	 

	“Then the editorial committee was dissolved…”

	 

	Mr. Rutherford got rid of them, so he became the sole authority left in charge of everything.

	 

	“The editorial committee was dissolved, after which Rutherford wrote every leading article in The Watchtower, until his death.”

	 

	Of course, the entire Watchtower Society observed the demise of their editorial committee at the hands of Rutherford and they had to wonder how they would continue to get the supposed light from Jehovah that had been supplied by the spiritual members of the editorial board. They had to be thinking, “How could that crucial board be disbanded? How could Judge Rutherford part ways with our monumentally important God-connected organizational fathers?” Well, listen to Jehovah’s Witnesses teaching on that change, which is probably better described as Judge Rutherford’s excuse:

	 

	“The Lord himself is running the organization now.”

	 

	Excuse me? No, with all due respect, Judge Rutherford, the con artist, was now running it. But you can see how he spiritualized that huge decision to cut the editorial committee guys out. We’ll see other examples showing his way of spiritualizing what he did.

	“In 1924, Rutherford expanded the Watchtower message. He started a fifteen-minute radio broadcast, which eventually went into 480 different stations. It broadcast to North America, Australia, and France.”

	 

	Again, they had a good thing going, as far as dissemination of their materials and Rutherford just kept it going. Now as I’ve mentioned, Rutherford took total control of the organization but next we’ll see how he brought his micromanagement all the way down to the individual Kingdom Halls:

	 

	“He began to abolish the system of electing elders by congregational voting and then impressed on the elders in the Kingdom Halls that they need to obey the society’s regulations.”

	 

	Well, who is he referring to as “the society” at that time and who’s in charge of it? By that point, it was only Rutherford.

	 

	“They needed to obey the society’s regulations, instructions, and directions, without complaint.”

	 

	So, the rest of the leadership structure under Mr. Rutherford basically became obedient robots and puppets. Rutherford took his total control down to the individual level. After abolishing the elective elders and because his statement about the Lord now running the society apparently wasn’t good enough, Rutherford actually latched onto a verse from the Bible to make up some supposed confirmation for his personal decision to axe the rest of Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership:

	 

	“He also claimed that abolishing the elected elders was a fulfillment of the prophecy of the 2,300 days of Daniel, Chapter 8, and that God’s sanctuary mentioned there, (which is supposedly really the Watchtower Society) was therefore cleansed.”

	 

	So, he just made it up by ripping a verse out of the Bible, and since Jehovah’s Witnesses is deeply into prophecy, he just used a line about his decision supposedly being a fulfillment of prophecy. He just claimed, because of the Bible, that he had no choice but to get rid of those guys because God personally tasked him with cleansing the temple. And most people fell for it; but not everyone:

	 

	“Those who opposed or abandoned Rutherford to form new groups, were increasingly described as the ‘evil servant class’ in the Watch Tower.”

	 

	So, with anybody who dared to complain, disagree, or not buy into Rutherford’s assertions and decrees, he used the same type of propaganda tool in labeling them as evil. In fact, it led to a practice still happening in Jehovah’s Witnesses today, which we’ll cover later on called, “Disfellowshipping.” If that happens to you as a member of Jehovah’s Witnesses, you are toast as far as the organization and its followers are concerned. You are kicked to the curb and excommunicated. I have good friends who have been saved out Jehovah’s Witnesses and still to this day, neither family, friends, children, grandchildren, or anyone who remained, or who became new members of Jehovah’s Witnesses, is allowed to say hello, boo, or anything else to those ex-members. Even when someone dies, there is no contact.

	 

	Now where do you think that came from? Apparently, it too was “Mr. Insecurity,” Joe Rutherford. So, he took over the whole thing and anyone disagreeing with whatever he said was labeled the evil servant class who were then disfellowshipped so that no Jehovah’s Witnesses would talk to them. Do you know what that is? That’s a CULT! Now here’s more on Rutherford’s actions:

	 

	“Zone Servants, also known as Circuit Overseers, were appointed to supervise the congregations.”

	 

	So just in case those elders, who were told to do everything Rutherford said without complaint still thought about veering off the path he laid for them, people were put in place for each area to monitor everything that went on. What is that? I know its cliché to say these days, but doesn’t that sound just like the Nazi regime? And in this case, Rutherford was actually chumming up with THE real Hitler and ended up instituting Hitler-type systems for the Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	“In The Watchtower article, Rutherford declared the need for congregations to ‘get in line with this change of structure.’”

	 

	And of course, if they didn’t, they were deemed an evil servant. Now let’s look more at Rutherford’s character issue:

	 

	“Then in books and magazine articles, Rutherford began to expose his views on the ‘proper place of women.’”

	 

	They probably also leave this part out when talking with ladies at their doorsteps:

	 

	“He claimed the custom of men tipping their hats to women or standing when a woman approached was a scheme of the devil to turn men from God and indicated an effeminate streak in men who practice the custom.”

	 

	What? But that’s nothing. Listen to this:

	 

	“Mother’s Day was similarly described as part of a plan to turn people away from God.”

	 

	Would you say Rutherford was probably popular with the ladies? I don’t think so.

	 

	“Then in 1938, he urged adherents to delay marriage and childbearing until Armageddon.”

	 

	And that still goes on in the organization today. Marriages, and especially childbearing, are certainly frowned upon. A guy I worked with had a son in Jehovah’s Witnesses and it broke this man’s heart because he wanted grandkids, but Jehovah’s Witnesses snookered his son and daughter-in-law, so they refused to have children. They’d ask him, “How can we bring kids into this world when Armageddon is right around the corner?!”

	 

	So not only was he an anti-Semite, but also anti-woman. It’s just crazy that he is looked at as someone to put any level of trust in. Yet, still today, Jehovah’s Witnesses hold to the idea that it’s bad to bring children into this world because of Armageddon. Wow. And it gets worse.

	 

	“Those who did get married, were looked upon as ‘weak in the faith.’”

	 

	“Then in 1941, at a convention in Missouri, Rutherford described women as, ‘A rag, a bone, and a hank of hair.’”

	 

	Hey, today that guy could go to jail for those kinds of slurs! Somebody would sue and land him right back in the court system he’d been in so many other times. He actually had the nerve and terrible “judge”-ment to call every female, nothing but a rag, a bone, and a hank of hair. Dude, you’ve got be kidding me! I can’t believe he allowed this to be put into print!

	 

	Another example of Rutherford’s shady character concerns his fix for membership taking a dive. You remember that Rutherford demanded every Jehovah’s Witnesses had to get out there knocking on doors and he wanted detailed reports on each person’s recruiting efforts? But listen to this:

	 

	“Former Jehovah’s Witnesses claim there was no evidence that Rutherford engaged in door to door, despite his assertion that it was a requirement and a sacred duty of all Witnesses.”

	 

	That’s right, he’s a hypocrite and I think, just in only the first two chapters, the Jehovah’s Witnesses founders are up to about four times with that character flaw. 

	 

	“Authors also claim that Judge Rutherford was to Charles Taze Russell, what Brigham Young was to Joseph Smith.”

	From extensive research, I can say that is certainly an appropriate parallel! Did the Mormon founder, Joseph Smith, have it all correct and biblical, but then Brigham Young messed it up? No. It was already very badly messed up by Joseph Smith and then Brigham Young just made it worse. The same history is true with Russell’s ideas being completely messed up as false teaching all the way around, then Rutherford came in by hostile takeover and made it even worse.

	 

	And this story gets even worse after Rutherford, if you can imagine that, when we’ll take a look at how Jehovah’s Witnesses started to focus on changing the Bible to create a version they like better. We’ll get to that later. But first, let’s continue on with more on Rutherford and how he got married even though the teachings he introduced, characterized Jehovah’s Witnesses who got married, as “weak in the faith.”

	 

	“Rutherford married Mary Malcolm Fetzer, in Missouri, and their only child was a boy named Malcolm. The couple separated after Joseph became president of the Watchtower Society.”

	 

	Well, maybe he called her a rag and a bone and hank of hair. I did find one author who tried to sympathize with this guy and I just have to expose how he characterized Rutherford:

	 

	“Judge Rutherford (who is not a judge) was charitable and generous. His sympathy for the poor and the oppressed was exceeded only by his hatred for the rich and the oppressors.”

	 

	Are you kidding me?! Let’s explore what Mr. Rutherford’s so-called sympathy for the poor looked like and keep in mind that this was at the height of the Great Depression. Does the historical record back up that claim that he really cared about poor people and couldn’t stand those wealthy oppressors? Well, what we do know is that Rutherford built a giant palatial mansion in San Diego. It was called, “Beth Sarim,” which means, “House of the Princes.” You have to wonder how Rutherford had the nerve to have this lavish place built with his follower’s money, especially during the depression. Well, of course, he just spiritualized that one too. In fact, Rutherford explained it like this:

	 

	“He felt they needed to build a ten-bedroom mansion in San Diego, California, because, any day now, the Old Testament patriarchs and prophets, such as Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah, and Samuel, were going to show up. And they needed a place.”

	 

	The followers literally “bought it”—pun intended. The Watchtower Society maintained it and even the deed said that the property was designated for those biblical ancestors who Rutherford claimed would arrive anytime now. But in the meantime, guess who got to stay there a lot, have parties, and get drunk there. Yes, it was Mr. Rutherford.

	 

	“In 1918, Watchtower publications began predicting, under the direction of Rutherford (that was a year after he was elected as the new president of the organization) that the Old Testament patriarchs, or princes, would be resurrected back to earthly life in 1925. And it was thought that these princes would become the Earth’s new leaders and their resurrection would be a prelude to a new earthly society and the abolition of death. Now it had previously been taught that these individuals were to be raised shortly after 1914.”

	 

	As we know, when 1914 was a fraud, they changed the date to 1925. Unfortunately for our world, in 1925, Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, and David again didn’t accommodate a Jehovah’s Witnesses leader’s (Mr. Rutherford’s) proclamation. Still Rutherford went ahead and had the mansion built in 1929. So, it’s more of the same from Jehovah’s Witnesses date setting and then changing the date again and again. Sadly, it’s what they still do today. They just keep adjusting the dates, which is a tactic used by many individuals and organizations who date set. Whenever the scam fails, they just keep it going with a “new theory,” “new light,” or “new whatever you want to call it.” But it’s just more of the same deceptive baloney.

	 

	Despite the failure of these predictions by Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1914 and 1925, Rutherford continued to claim that those men of the Bible would be showing up any day. With that Rutherford prophecy, he could continue to crack the whip on building the mansion. This mansion was also a switch of gears for the organization because it caused the Jehovah’s Witnesses headquarters to be moved away from Jerusalem in Israel. For some reason their new headquarters was placed in San Diego.

	 

	I can see why Rutherford wanted to hang out in a mansion in San Diego. If my statistics are correct, the San Diego area is said to be the most consistently pleasant climate, anywhere in the world.

	 

	“The deed for Beth Sarim, written by Rutherford, said that the property was to be held perpetually in trust for the Old Testament princes and was to be surrendered to them once they arrived. It was located in Kensington Heights, a section of San Diego over an area of about a hundred acres, landscaped with olive, date, and palm trees. Why? So that the princes would feel at home.”

	 

	Of course, Rutherford had those particular plants put in because the biblical forefathers were from the east, so it sells his story better, right?

	 

	“The five thousand square foot residence, designed by San Diego architect, Richard S. Requa, is a ten-bedroom Spanish style mansion with a two-car garage.”

	 

	Now again, this is at the start of the Great Depression, in 1929, but Rutherford had a two-car garage put in. He did not stick with a horse and buggy because he sympathized so much with the poor. In fact, Mr. Rutherford didn’t settle for just one, but had two, “sixteen-cylinder Fisher Fleetwood Cadillac Coupes.” Yet, keep in mind, he was supposedly very sympathetic to the poor and couldn’t stand the wealthy who, by their nature, oppressed people. Really?!

	 

	So here during the Great Depression, on top of owning two luxury Cadillacs, Rutherford also had two full-time servants at Beth Sarim. And he was well known for his excessive use of alcohol, even though, in his Watchtower Society articles, he spoke out against alcohol. Yup, there’s more hypocrisy and I think the incidents of it are already up to three examples now for just Rutherford.

	 

	“Walter Salter, the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ former branch manager in Canada, wrote a public letter to Rutherford in 1937, the month he was expelled from the group [Hmm, I wonder why they expelled him.] because he exposed that Rutherford was living a ‘luxurious and expensive life,’ not just in San Diego at this mansion [supposedly for the biblical princes,] but also had others in Brooklyn, Staten Island, and Germany.”

	 

	Apparently that last one was available for him to head over and chum up with Hitler?

	 

	“Salter alleged that, on more than one occasion, he, Mr. Walter Salter, had purchased for Rutherford; cases of whiskey, brandy, beer, and other liquors and Salter said, ‘Rutherford was a guy who liked to go from drink to drink.”

	 

	So, he’s saying Rutherford was liquored up all day. And it’s interesting that Walter Salter was from Canada because this was during alcohol prohibition in the United States, but liquor would be smuggled in from Canada where it was still legal. Salter was the head of Jehovah’s Witnesses for Canada and he’s saying Rutherford had him bring alcohol over the line for Rutherford to drink.

	 

	Then of course Rutherford’s appreciation for this Canada guy’s illegal bootlegging to Rutherford ended. Since he spilled the beans and would no longer support Rutherford’s alcohol habit, the Jehovah’s Witnesses leader kicked Salter to the curb and disfellowshipped him.

	 

	Besides the Beth Siram property, there was a second one that most people don’t know about. It’s called, “Beth Shan” and means, “house of rest.” So apparently one mansion wasn’t good enough for those supposedly-soon-returning biblical princes. They would also need this house of rest that Rutherford had built adjacent to Beth Sarim. It was roughly seventy-five acres of canyon and mesa land adjoining the Beth Sarim property, but a half-mile-wide canyon separated the residences.

	 

	“It appears that Beth Shan had some purposes and one of those was to provide protection during Armageddon. Word spread that a bomb shelter was built at Beth Shan.”

	 

	My theory is that it was a hide a way, in case the authorities finally came for Mr. Rutherford. But we don’t find that out because he died.

	 

	“From the age of seventy, Rutherford went through several medical treatments for colon cancer. He died at Beth Sarim.”

	 

	I’m sure he was just there keeping the place warm for Moses and the others who were still going to show up any day.

	 

	“Rutherford died there on January 8th, 1942 at the age of seventy-two. In fact, he wished to be buried there, or Beth Shan. And actually, upon Rutherford’s death, Nathan Knorr (the third Jehovah’s Witnesses president,) and the Watchtower Society, went to court in attempt to have him buried there.”

	 

	I think their problem was that it wasn’t legal because the property was not considered a cemetery, so it turned into a big legal battle. But the reason Rutherford wanted to be buried there seemed to push aside the whole biblical-princes story and establish a new tale about a new belief of Rutherford’s:

	 

	“The return of the king of the east to Beth Sarim. He needed to face the rising sun upon that return.”

	 

	What a snooker! Are you serious!? This guy was just making it all up as he went. The property is supposed to be reserved for these returning saints, but he lived there and used it for his party pad. Then he built some sort of shelter on a neighboring piece of property and wanted to be buried on one of the two even though he legally couldn’t because it wasn’t zoned for that. So, they fought it in court using one of his spiritualized arguments, which was that he supposedly needed to face the direction in which the king would supposedly come back. And of course, that returning king is going to head straight for the mansions Rutherford had built. It’s crazy. 

	 

	Now the outcome of that whole situation is interesting because Jehovah’s Witnesses lost the case about burying Rutherford on the property, so Rutherford wasn’t supposed to be buried there. However, Mr. Sneaky might just be in the ground there because rumor has it that he was still secretly buried at Beth Sarim. But hey, this guy would never go against the law, would he? His character was too pristine, right? No. As we’ve seen, his character was horrible. Listen to this:

	 

	“In May 1942, an issue of Time magazine noted Rutherford’s burial was supposed to be at Rossville, New York on Staten Island; a private burial plot for the Watchtower branch volunteers on Woodrow Road. In 2002, a caretaker at the adjoining graveyard to this one inquired about the Watchtower’s graveyard by noting. ‘I couldn’t tell you who’s buried on it because it has absolutely no markers or headstones.’”

	 

	So, in the supposed Jehovah’s Witnesses cemetery, that they claim to be Rutherford’s place of burial, there’s nothing there. It’s just a piece of property. They may own it, but it looks unused. That’s why a lot of people say, even though they lost the case to bury Rutherford at Beth Siram, they still did it illegally.

	 

	“After Rutherford’s death, the Watchtower Society maintained Beth Siram for a few years before selling the property in 1948. The belief that the princes would be resurrected before Armageddon was abandoned in 1950.”

	 

	You know what that means. They got it wrong, again! And how much else have they got wrong? It’s been a lot. At a trial in Scotland in 1954, Frederick William Franz, the vice president of the Watchtower Society, was asked why they sold Beth Sarim. He said,

	 

	“Because it was there and the prophets had not yet come back to occupy it to make use of it, and the Society had no use for it at the time. It was in the charge of a caretaker, was causing an expense, and our understanding of the Scriptures opened up more and more concerning the Princes, which will include these prophets, and so this property was sold as serving no present purpose.”

	 

	In other words: again, they were making it up as they go and couldn’t just admit that they were wrong because they followed a false teacher and a cult leader. They just explained it away by claiming they’ve received a new light to have a deeper understanding, a greater knowledge about these princes. And it looks like those prophets are no longer destined to land in San Diego, so they just needed to get rid of the property.

	 

	You liars! It’s crazy, what they come up with.

	 

	“The House is now privately owned and has been designated a historical landmark by the city of San Diego.”

	 

	As we finish up this chapter, let’s take a look at a video transcript about Mr. (so-called, Judge) Rutherford and his Beth Sarim property. It’s actually a very nice place:

	 

	Narrator: “Through hard-fisted inside political manipulation, Joseph Franklin Rutherford, a Missouri lawyer who had given himself the title of Judge, became the second president of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society in 1917. In 1918, Judge Rutherford’s lecture, entitled Millions Now Living Will Never Die, was the beginning of a worldwide recruiting effort called the “Millions Campaign.” Not too surprisingly, it proclaimed the coming destruction of the existing world. It would happen soon, in 1925.”

	 

	Excerpt from that Rutherford lecture: “Based on the promises set forth in the divine word, we must reach the positive and indisputable conclusion that millions now living will never die.”

	 

	Narrator: “In 1920, the ‘millions book’ was published. In it, Rutherford claimed the Bible proved that, in 1925, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and other faithful men of old, were to be resurrected; to rule henceforth as princes on the new paradise Earth. Fully convinced that Rutherford’s prophecy was true, many witnesses sold their homes and businesses and took to the road. Living in cars and trucks like itinerant peddlers, they spread the warning. As 1925 drew closer, some farmers even refused to plant crops because they believed the end was at hand. Finally, 1925 came and, as in 1914, nothing happened. Once again, the Watchtower Society’s prophecy had proven false.

	 

	“As Russell had done, Rutherford doggedly held to the story that the end was just around the corner. In 1929 the judge had this palatial mansion constructed. It was deeded to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, so they and other ancient worthies would have a place to live when they were resurrected. Located in an exclusive district of San Diego, it was given the name Beth Sarim; Hebrew for ‘house of the princes.’

	 

	“The world entered the Great Depression, but Rutherford lived like a millionaire, spending the winter months at Beth Sarim and summering in Europe. As Americans suffered through poverty and deprivation, Rutherford enjoyed the use of two sixteen-cylinder Cadillacs. On the radio and in print, he continually stressed that the end of the world was just months away.

	 

	“The end finally came but only for Rutherford. In 1942 he died at Beth Sarim, the house he had built as a luxurious testament to God’s name. In retrospect, perhaps the only testimony this lovely mansion ever gave was for the cash value of false prophecy. In 1948 the society quietly sold the property, covering up an embarrassing chapter in its history. Today most modern Jehovah’s Witnesses are unaware that Beth Sarim ever existed.”

	 

	Well, when they come knocking at the door, you might want to share that information. In fact, we’re going to see that a common practice in cults when they’re caught in a lie, is to change their documents. Jehovah’s Witnesses are masterful at this. They’ll order all their congregations to get rid of the “old materials” and supplant it with the new story. They just swap out new revelations for the failed ones and try to cover their tracks as best they can.

	 

	So even though this information you’ve been reading is historical and easily documented in a way that even I could find, these present-day followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses are never taught any of it. In fact, most people in cults don’t normally know the history of their leaders or organizations. It’s because they’re usually told never to investigate. In fact, they’re also instructed on how to handle anyone who sounds like they are familiar with the history of the organization. When at a door and someone brings up weird events in the cult’s history, asks strange questions, or talks bad about the organization, just realize that person is an apostate. And as a good follower, they’re not to receive any material from, or listen to, an apostate. They are only to listen to the organization’s leadership. Well, that’s a cult! And that’s what the Jehovah’s Witnesses are. 

	 

	In the next chapter we’ll get a bit into the third president, Nathan Knorr. We’ll also talk about one of their vice-presidents, Frederick Franz, because he had a part in their beliefs and their perversion of the Bible. A group including Franz, came up what can’t even be called a translation of the Bible because it’s a complete perversion. They literally hacked and chopped through the Bible and then spliced passages together for their “new translation.” And still to this day, they’re continuing the perversion to cater to their false teachings.

	 

	Also, we’re going to take some time to deal with the interesting symbolism in Jehovah’s Witnesses. One thing we’ll see with that, as far as the founders and icons of Jehovah’s Witnesses, is much like the history of the founders of Mormonism. Both involved Freemasonry bleeding into their materials. We’ll get more into that, in the next chapter.

	

 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Three

	————————————

	Foundations

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	We’ve looked at the signs to help a person know they are in a cult and the Jehovah’s Witnesses fit both the biblical and secular definitions. We saw that their source of authority started out with Charles Taze Russell, who said he was the only one who could rightly interpret the Scriptures. Wrong. And that’s when the followers should have run. Then their source of authority shifted to the guy who replaced Russell; Judge Rutherford. It worked out well for him with the palatial mansion in San Diego with a two-car garage and two Cadillac’s. 

	 

	After those two founders, the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ source of authority transferred to a giant entity called the “Watchtower.” With Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership group, as we’ll see in great detail, they do not put their source of authority in the Bible and really not even their own perverted version of the Bible called the “New World Translation.” They have it but they don’t really even follow that. What we’re going to see is that they put their trust in pamphlet studies that come straight out of the Watchtower. Here is some explanation of that:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses have several book studies.”

	 

	Notice that it does not say, “Bible studies.” Where do you think those book studies come from? It’s straight out of headquarters, the Watchtower. That’s where it’s being disseminated from and is trusted by the followers as their sole source of authority. Supposedly they, and only they, can interpret the Bible. But again, their version of the Bible is not even a translation. It’s a perversion and as I mentioned, we’ll get into that later in greater detail.

	 

	“They have book studies each week. Members are not required to attend but there is an expectation to participate.”

	 

	So, they don’t have to attend but you’ll see that the characterization of someone who doesn’t attend is more like, “If you don’t come each week, you’re headed to Hell.” And it’s because these guys are a cult. They scare people to death with assertions about how the followers need to do just exactly what is demanded of them or they’re from Satan. And if they fail to accomplish obligations like knocking on enough doors, they don’t really love God and they’re doomed to Hell. It’s a works-based salvation that is a false gospel with a foundation built on fear and threats, even including threats about a person’s eternity. So technically they don’t have to, but the reality is, “Yeah, have fun trying not to.”

	 

	“It’s during these book studies that the Jehovah’s Witnesses are constantly exposed to counter Christian teachings.”

	 

	Of course, the counter Christian teachings are their false teachings that are contrary to Christianity. You have to at least admire their tenacity to spread their false beliefs. Listen to this:

	 

	The Watchtower Society statistics indicate that 740 (Not 7 or 74. It’s 740!) house calls are required to recruit each of the nearly 200,000 new members who join every year. If anything, with that many visits, they’re bound to get at least one person who says, “All right. Okay. I’ll come to a meeting. Get off my back.” That’s 740 visits to get 1 to come! But we Christians ask somebody to come to a church service once and when they say no, we have a pity party and tell ourselves we’ll never ask them again. The followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses are putting us to shame. And what’s real sad is that they’re leading people into falsehood with a false Gospel and a false Jesus. But we have the truth so we should at least do 741. 

	 

	So, you have to admire their tenacity. But again, why did they even start this great door-to-door effort and why do they continue it today? It isn’t because the followers feel so loving and want to spread that love. Instead, they do it because they’re told to get out there and knock on those doors! And it all started when Judge Rutherford needed a solution for the nosedive their membership took from the split that happened when he took over. He cranked up the recruiting by forcing everyone, except for himself, to get out there and recruit! And threats were instituted to make followers do it.

	 

	Not that they would even tell you some of this at the door, but just what are some of the views Jehovah’s Witnesses are taught to believe? According to Jehovah’s Witnesses theology, God is a single person and not a Trinity. What?! There’s one of those classic signs that you’re, unfortunately, involved in a cult. It’s one of the four other things they always get wrong that all flow out of the wrong source of authority. It’s the nature of God and specifically, the Trinity. They always choke on the Trinity.

	 

	As we saw before, if you can’t understand the Trinity and don’t believe in it, you need to know it’s in the Bible. We didn’t make it up! In fact, it’s in the first chapter of the Bible. Genesis 1:26 says, “Let us make man in our image.” And Elohim is the plural of “EL.” So Elohim is a plural Hebrew word for “us.” If you don’t understand and believe in the biblical doctrine of the Trinity, how do you explain God calling himself, “us?” It is clearly God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. At Jesus’ baptism there was God the Father speaking from the sky, God the son in the water being baptized, and God the Holy Spirit descending on the Son. Which one is not God? All three are.

	 

	And with the Trinity, as we’ve seen over and over again, some people want to say it means three Gods. But I’m here to tell them; the math of the Trinity is not “1 + 1 + 1.” If it were, that addition would equal “3” so they would be 3 different Entities. But no, they are each the essence of one God. He presents Himself as the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. So, the correct way to do the math is, “1 x 1 x 1.” Mathematically, that is the multiplication of three separate “1’s” but the result is still “1.”

	 

	The other classic example is of water. With water, you can leave it alone and it’s a liquid, freeze it to get a solid, or heat it for transformation into a gaseous vapor. Which one of those is not water? They all are. God is one God because, of course, there’s only one God. But He presents Himself to us as God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. That’s it. So, what’s the big deal? But still you have cults that choke on the concept either purposefully or ignorantly.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses also teach that people should not celebrate Christmas, birthdays, or any of many other occasions, which we’ll talk more about later. My theory for this belief by them is similar to why I think they toss out the Trinity. They ban those celebrations just to create an organizational distinction so they can say things like, “Well, those ideas are what the old establishment believes but real Christianity holds to these new truths that we know better than anyone else.” They have to distance themselves to create the feeling that they have some higher-level secret knowledge to give you that no one else can. Unfortunately, it’s not Scriptural.

	 

	Not only do they get the Trinity wrong, but also their version of God supposedly “does not know all things.” What?! Excuse me?! Then He would not be God!  

	 

	Even with a secular philosophy definition of God, let alone the biblical Christian view, if you want to flirt with the idea of a Supreme Being, i.e., God, logically and philosophically, four attributes must apply in order to qualify as a Supreme Being (God). That Being would have to be all-powerful (omnipotent) and all knowing (omniscient). Of course, the latter is what we just said Jehovah’s Witnesses deny about God. The Supreme Being would also be everywhere present (omnipresent) and self-existent (eternal with no beginning). So even from a secular definition, when Jehovah’s Witnesses claim there is a God but deny His omniscience, they are denying an essential aspect needed for Him to even be God. A non-Christian could catch them on that one. But it’s really what they believe.

	 

	Let’s deal more with the idea that God is omniscience; that He knows all things. Jehovah’s Witnesses literally say God does NOT know all things. And having said that, here is one of the most extreme examples of arrogance from them. In the same breath, Jehovah’s Witnesses will tell you they do know all things and they teach that we have no right to disagree with them. In fact, if we do, they claim we are from Satan and do not love God. That’s a cult! Later I’ll give you some direct quotations when we get into more detail about their teachings in this area.

	 

	What does the Bible teach about the omniscience of God? Jehovah’s Witnesses can think whatever they’d like but not only is their belief non-biblical, as we saw, it even goes against the everyday basic secular definition of a God, or Supreme Being. But the Bible teaches this about the omniscience of God:

	 

	“The ‘Omniscience of God’ is the principle that God is all knowing; that he encompasses all knowledge of the universe past, present, and future.”

	 

	So, God knows everything. Now did we humans just make that up to feel better about life? No. It’s also what the Bible says in Psalm 147 4-5:

	 

	“[God] determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His understanding has no limit.”

	 

	That verse alone blows away this false teaching from Jehovah’s Witnesses. God has no limit, so he knows everything. And a calculation by one guy is kind of cool. He figured out the approximate number of stars. By the way, wouldn’t you like to have that job? You get to sit around and count stars. Wouldn’t that be awesome? Well, maybe not. Anyway, an Australian study put the number of stars we can see, at seventy thousand million, million, million. That’s the number seventy followed by twenty-two zeros (70,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.) And those are supposedly only the stars we can see. And those we can see, are more stars then there are grains of sand on all earth’s beaches and deserts combined. Yet God knows them all by name.

	 

	Still, Jehovah’s Witnesses say God does not know all things and I want to ask them, “Are you crazy?!” Starting around chapter 50, the Bible’s book of Genesis tells the story of Joseph and it illustrates how God knows all things. Because God knows the end from the beginning, He could promise Joseph that He had something very special for him. However, at an early point in the story, it certainly didn’t seem so. It appeared as if God might not know all things because Joseph’s brothers tossed him into a hole that he couldn’t get out of. They were going to kill him but thought better of it and decided to sell him into slavery. Then they told their dad that Joseph died. Still, just when Joseph’s life swung back to the upside, his boss’s wife accused him of attempted rape. After that, while in prison, a fellow inmate that Joseph had helped in a big way, was supposed to put in a good word for Joseph upon that guy’s release. Instead he lied about Joseph and left him in prison to rot. So, no one would have thought this guy was going to end up with something very special from God. But God knew and was right, of course. After all that tragedy in Joseph’s life, God’s special plans for him began to kick into gear when Joseph was elevated to the number two position in all of Egypt.

	 

	So, God did not make a mistake. From man’s view, God may set out a path that was unexpected by man. But God’s word, including His Bible prophecy, is always correct in its revealing of the beginning from the end and the end from the beginning. He knows it all and doesn’t lie so His promises can always be trusted. The way the story is written in the Bible, back in Genesis 45, Joseph’s life is actually further along to the place where his family showed up in Egypt during the seven years of famine and saw that he had been given one of the highest leadership positions in Egypt. The brothers must have been concerned about how he’d deal with them but here is what Joseph said to them:

	 

	“Do not be distressed and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me here because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.”

	 

	So, Joseph finally discovered for himself that God knows all things past, present, and future. We may not see it in the timing or methods we’d prefer, but if God prophesied it, the foreknowledge from God assures us that it will happen as He said. We can bank on it! He’s holy and does not lie so He never gets anything wrong.

	 

	Besides knowing every star’s name, which is pretty wild, and correctly prophesying Joseph’s future, has everyone else in history had to fly by the seat of their pants with no help from God and hopefully getting it right? Was it only Joseph who had reassurance that the Lord knows what He’s doing? No! God knows everything about all of us! The Bible says God knew us and had a plan for us even before we were born. Matthew 10 tells us that it’s to the point that God has numbered the hairs on each of our heads. While it’s true that might be a bigger feat for some of us than others, it shows God knows everything about us, even down to the tiniest details. 

	 

	And no matter how carefully we keep secrets from others, we can’t keep them from God. Why? It’s because he knows everything. He even knows what these guys in the Watchtower are doing right now. He knows what their false teachings are saying about Him. He knows it all right. In fact, King David says this in Psalm 139:

	 

	“You searched me, O Lord, and You know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; You receive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all my ways.”

	 

	How many of our ways is He familiar with? He knows every one of them! And listen to this:

	 

	“Before a word is on my tongue, you, Lord, know it completely.”

	 

	He even knows what we’re going to say before we say it! Yet, what do Jehovah’s Witnesses want us to believe? What do they claim to know about God that we don’t? They want us to falsely believe He doesn’t know all things. In fact, they want us to go door to door and convince strangers of it. And then, as delusional as that is, they keep the ridiculousness coming by claiming that not only does God not know everything, but they do. You’ve got to be kidding me! That takes some extremely proud self-important arrogance! Proverbs 15:3 says this: 

	 

	“The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.”

	 

	One guy put it like this: 

	 

	“He sees our actions every minute of the day and even though He knows everything about us, both good and bad, He still loves us.”

	 

	Wow, isn’t that a relief? We don’t deserve it but praise God for Jesus! Amen? That’s awesome stuff! And what a comfort it is that he does know everything! We don’t have to worry and be afraid because He knows what He’s doing. Anything He said can be deposited in the bank. He knows all things, including our feelings. Listen to this from 1 Chronicles 28, verse 9:

	 

	“For the Lord searches every heart and he understands every desire and every thought.”

	 

	Nobody knows us better than God. He knows our emotions with all that we are feeling. He knows what we’re going through. Even the Scripture says God as the Son, Jesus, was tempted in every way just as we are, so He knows what we go through on this foul messed-up version of the earth. Nobody knows us like God. He knows what will happen to us and He takes care of us, so we don’t need to be afraid.

	 

	And then, of course, God proves he knows everything by consistently predicting the future. Only someone who knew the end from the beginning and the beginning from the end (i.e., knows all things), can accurately predict the future. In fact, how many prophecies has God got correct? The track record is 100%. For example, with nearly three hundred prophecies predicting Jesus’ first coming, He nailed every single one of them. And there are over three hundred concerning His second coming. Guess what he’s going to do with those. He’ll get them all right, as well.

	 

	God also knows the rise and fall of nations and gets that right every single time. He demonstrates that He knows everything by predicting the future before it ever happens. He never gets it wrong because He’s God and only He knows all things.

	 

	So that’s God record, but what do we see from Jehovah’s Witnesses? As we’ll find out, these guys are big into prophecy and as I’ve said, there’s nothing wrong with that because Bible prophecy is in the Scriptures. The problem is that Jehovah’s Witnesses set dates and get those predictions wrong again, and again, and again. One of their biggest lies is that God does not know all things, but they do, even though God has successfully predicted the future over, and over, and over, without fail. God demonstrates He alone knows all things. At the same time, this Jehovah’s Witness belief system, concocted by very flawed founders and led now by very flawed men, claims it can predict the future but then get it wrong every single time! Then they have the nerve to keep asserting that they can successfully do it. It’s crazy and the height of arrogant hypocrisy. I like what this guy says: 

	 

	“As believers, our future is secure; not because we know every little detail that lies ahead, but because God knows.”

	 

	So, we Christians can sleep well at night, but the followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t get that. Their leadership doesn’t allow them to have that God. They don’t get the God of the Bible. The god they’re taught to follow doesn’t know everything. It’s almost like the organization’s leadership is purposely stripping away belief in God’s abilities, so their followers won’t rely on anyone else but them. That’s a cult and that’s what cults do.

	 

	Now it’s bad enough that Jehovah’s Witnesses mess up the Trinity and claims God doesn’t know all things, but they also slander God by saying He is not everywhere at the same time (omnipresent.) But again, that idea is ridiculous because if it were true, again, He would not be God. So, this is another of their attacks on the four characteristics of a Supreme Being. This time they’re attacking His omnipresence. The truth is God is everywhere present. In fact, spatial dimensions cannot limit God. In 1 Kings 8, verse 27, King Solomon said this:

	 

	“But will God really dwell on Earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built.”

	 

	Do you really think we’ll be able to contain God in some confined space? No! God is omnipresent. As God, He is everywhere, and Solomon understood that. In Isaiah 66, the Lord says this:

	 

	“Heaven is My throne and Earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where shall my resting place be?”

	 

	He’s saying we can’t contain Him. He’s omnipresent so He can reach into anything and all things at all times. And this spills over into His other aspect, omniscience, where he knows all. It all blends together. I’m not saying one is dependent on the other, but God just is who He is. He knows all things because He sees all things and He sees all things because He’s everywhere at all times; past, present, and future. You can’t hide from Him.

	 

	But people will claim Genesis 3 tells us that Adam and Eve tried to hide from the Lord and they actually pulled it off. To that, I say, Yes. God searched weeks for those two. You don’t normally read that because it’s in the southern Cajun Hebrew where there’s some time between the verses. Right there are the two weeks God couldn’t find them. No! Of course, I’m making that up. I’m obviously being facetious and only pretending to be a heretic. Excuse me?! The whole time, God knew what they would do in the future, when they did it, and where they would hide. He knew this before they were even created.

	 

	But people ask, “Well, then why did God say, ‘Adam, where are you?’ I’ll tell you what I think, He was just being a dad. In fact, I’ll give you a quick story that really happened in our family and it may be similar to an experience you’ve had. We told our son, Billy, not to eat out of the cookie jar. But he would do it anyway. And when he was maybe three years old, during a time when his head seemed way bigger than now, I again caught him munching on cookies from the jar. This time he was at the cookie jar with his back to me, so I said, “Billy, what are you doing?” He turned around; very surprised I was there. Like any parent would, I asked, “Have you been eating from the cookie jar?” He looked all pitiful, with crumbs all over his face, and said, “Noooo.”

	 

	I feel like it’s the same for God dealing with Adam and Eve. God knows everything so He knew where they were the whole time because He’s God, who is omnipresent. But just like any parent might do, He said something like, “Hey, where are you guys? Come on out.” That’s what was going on. It wasn’t a denial of His omnipresence. Naively, Adam and Eve still tried to hide but, guess what? They were unsuccessful at that when dealing with an omnipresent Supreme Being.

	 

	Then there’s Jonah who actually attempted to flee from God. He figured all he had to do was hop on a boat where God couldn’t find him. Imagine God looking everywhere but can’t find Jonah because he couldn’t see through the boat’s portholes. Or maybe it’s like Doctor Who where he’s inside his Tardis time vehicle and anyone who watched that show knows no one can see into the Tardis, right? But of course, if the character were real, God would be able to see through Doctor Who’s stuff, as well as the portholes on Jonah’s boat.  

	 

	So anyway, the point is that you cannot duck out, flee, or in any way, hide from God. And why is that? It’s because God is omnipresent. He’s everywhere! And that’s what David says in Psalm 139. I want to give you that and then tell you how they can’t get around it, even in their perverted Bible version; the New World Translation. They sit there and say God is not everywhere, yet, in Psalm 139, verses 7 to 18, David points this out about God:

	 

	“Where can I go from your spirit, God? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there. If I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far south sea, even there your hand will guide me; your right hand will hold me so fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,’ even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness as light to you. For you created me in my inmost being; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the Earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; [Listen to this!] all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.”

	 

	Hearing that, we can rest comfortably tonight. We were born on time and we’ll die on time. God knows everything about us.

	 

	“How precious to me are Your thoughts, O’ God. How vast the sum of them! Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of the sand. When I’m awake, I am still with you.”

	 

	So, David is saying God is with us wherever we go. We don’t have to worry because everywhere we go, there God is. You know, they say one of the most prevalent emotional problems people have is loneliness. But guess what; God is always there. Now it’s certainly nice to see someone with skin on and I’m sure all of us like people with skin because otherwise it gets kind of creepy and I don’t want to go to lunch with you. But that aside, for Christians, knowing God is always there means we’re never alone. Even by ourselves on a desert island, we’re never alone. God is always there for us and if I’m going to have a friend with me always (no offense to all those I’m close with), God is everything I need. All sufficiency and everything I need is in Christ and I’m never ever alone because God is everywhere. That comforting reality is in stark contrast to Jehovah’s Witnesses false teaching.

	 

	But let’s continue on and if you thought the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses is bad so far, it gets worse as we go:

	 

	“He, their version of God, they say ‘first created Michael the Archangel, through whom he created all other things...,’”

	 

	Well, wait a second. Colossians tells us Jesus did that. But this is why they claim Michael the Archangel is Jesus. I’ll get to it in a second. Can you believe that? So, they say God first created Michael and then through him, God created all other things,

	 

	“Including, they say, the Universe, the Earth, Adam, Eve, et al.”

	 

	Now to add to that story, I know they didn’t have calculators back in Charles Taze Russell’s day, but somehow, some way, maybe through moving beads around on an abacus, Russell was able to calculate the exact number of years that creation took Michael. According to Charley and his abacus, apparently it was 42,000 years. So, he went a tad over the six-day timeframe God laid out. And that’s 36,000 years longer than the Earth has been in existence; but, whatever. We’ll cover it more when we take a look at Jehovah’s Witnesses version of Jesus, but I want to give you a teaser about their contention that Michael the archangel was created first, made everything else, and was Jesus:

	 

	“Is Jesus Christ the archangel Michael? The Watchtower teaches that Jesus existed as Michael the archangel prior to coming to the Earth and Jesus became Michael the archangel again after he was resurrected.”

	 

	Where do they come up with this stuff? That’s pretty wild and sounds a lot like Hindu reincarnation. Here’s more:

	 

	“They claim that Jesus was only a man when he was on Earth. When he died, the man, Jesus, ceased to exist and he was raised as a spirit creature into the archangel Michael.”

	 

	Wow. Again, I want to point out the classic signs that you’re getting involved with a cult. It’s when they are wrong with their source of authority, the character of God, the Trinity, or what else? It’s also a cult if they get Jesus wrong. Including Jesus, Jehovah’s Witnesses get every one of those wrong and that’s why they’re a cult by both the secular and biblical definitions.

	 

	“In order to try to prove that Jesus is the archangel Michael, they often point to passages like Daniel Chapter 10 where Michael is seen as ‘one of the chief princes.’”

	 

	They claim that tells us that Michael was the chief prince and since Jesus also was such an important guy, He too was the head prince. So, there you go. But here’s just a taste of the flaws in that explanation:

	 

	“Michael the archangel is called a chief prince, but Jesus is more than a prince or even a ruler. He is called the King of kings and the Lord of lords. That title indicates absolute sovereignty and authority. That’s a far cry from being one of the chief princes among a group of other equals. [Jesus is the top.] Specifically, Jesus was never Michael the archangel before He came to the Earth, nor was He raised a spirit creature. In fact, the Bible says [in Hebrews 2] God did not subject to angels, the world to come.”

	 

	We would ask, well, whom then did God subject the world to? Who will rule the world? It’s Jesus that will rule during the Millennial Kingdom. And Scripture says God did not subject the coming world to the angels. The angels are not going to be in charge. But wait a second, if Jehovah’s Witnesses want to say Jesus is Michael, then they’re messing up a lot of Scripture. The Bible says the Son is going to rule and do so with a rod of iron. The Scriptures are very clear about that and about the fact that the angels will not be ruling. So, which one is it? With that contention, Jehovah’s Witnesses are pushing a false teaching with a contradiction. But the Bible never contradicts. It’s one complete consistent unit. But it’s not so with Jehovah’s Witnesses. It’s always the same issue with corrupted beliefs. Once man gets his hands in there, the truth suffers greatly.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses teach this crazy unbiblical stuff because, like any cult, they’re trying to appear cool; having inside knowledge that no one else can give you. And they’re also big on the name, “Jehovah.” That’s why they’re called Jehovah’s Witnesses. In fact, they instruct their followers to only use “Jehovah.” Why are they so big on that? Well, we’ll get to that in a little bit, but it just so happens, when you look in the Scripture at “Jehovah” being used to reference God, the same applies to Jesus. So how could Jesus be the archangel Michael when in the Bible, He’s clearly Jehovah. Let me just rip through a few those verses.

	 

	1 John 3: Jehovah knows all things.

	John 16: Jesus knows all things.

	1 Kings 8: Jehovah is the only one who knows the hearts of men.

	John 2: Jesus knows the hearts of men.

	Exodus 31: Jehovah is our sanctifier.

	Hebrews 10: Jesus sanctifies us.

	Judges 3: Jehovah is our peace.

	Ephesians 2: Jesus is our peace.

	Jeremiah 23: Jehovah is our righteousness.

	1 Corinthians 1: Jesus is our righteousness.

	Exodus 15: Jehovah is our healer.

	Acts 9: Jesus heals us.

	2 Corinthians 6: Jehovah God dwells in us.

	Romans 8: Jesus dwells in us.

	Deuteronomy 32: Jehovah is the giver of life who will not allow his people to be snatched out of his hand.

	John 10: Jesus is the giver of life who will not allow his people to be snatched out of his hand.

	Ezekiel 43: Jehovah’s voice is like the roar of rushing waters.

	Revelation 1: Jesus’ voice was like the sound of rushing waters.

	Proverbs 13, Jeremiah 23, and 1 Kings 8: Jehovah is present everywhere.

	John 1, Matthew 18, and Matthew 28: Jesus is omnipresent.

	Malachi 3: Jehovah’s nature does not change.

	Hebrews 13: Jesus’ nature doesn’t change.

	2 Kings 17: Jehovah is the only God we are to serve.

	Colossians 3: Jesus is to be served.

	Exodus 34: Jehovah is the only God to be worshiped.

	John 5 and Revelation 4, 5, and 14: Jesus receives the same honor and worship that the Father receives.”

	 

	I have two more pages of comparisons, but you get the idea. Now add to that, Revelation 22, verses 8 and 9, where the Bible also says no angel can receive worship. The Scripture is clear about that! So how in the world can Jehovah’s Witnesses, with a straight face, claim Jesus is the archangel Michael when clearly angels don’t get to rule the earth? That is relegated to the Son. But Jehovah, who is God, is not an angel and has the same attributes as the Son. Jehovah and Jesus are the same because He’s God. And then Scripture is very clear when it says angels cannot be worshiped and won’t receive it. But yet Jesus did receive worship. So how can they sit there and say He’s Michael. The whole thing falls apart.

	 

	In fact, I’ve brought that up with some of the Jehovah’s Witnesses I’ve witnessed to. That’s when they suddenly have to go. And even though I invite them to come back, for some reason they don’t. But I bring that point up because if they’re trying to say Jesus is not God, then why did Jesus forgive sin, when only God can forgive sin? And why did Jesus receive worship without rebuking people for worshiping Him? Like I said, that’s normally when they “have to go.”

	 

	So, Jesus is not the archangel Michael but that’s one of Jehovah’s Witnesses distinctions that I think they make to come across like they have secret knowledge you can’t get anywhere else. Nowhere does the Bible identify Jesus as Michael, or as any other angel. In fact, Hebrews Chapter 1 clearly draws a specific distinction between Jesus and the angels. How do Jehovah’s Witnesses get around the description of the Son being superior to angels in Hebrews 1:5-8?

	 

	“For to which of the angels did God ever say: ‘You are my Son...’; “today I have become Your Father?’”

	 

	That’s not even the whole verse but immediately it shows a dichotomy. There are angels and there is the Son. How can they be one and the same? How could Jesus be an angel? That’s not what the Bible teaches.

	 

	“For to which of the angels did God ever say: ‘You are my Son; today I become your father.’ Or again: ‘I will be His Father, and He will be My Son?’ And again, when God brings forth his Son in the world, He says: ‘Let all God’s angels worship Him.’”

	 

	Well, wait a second. If the angels worship Jesus, how could Jesus be an angel? He’d have to worship Himself, yet angels tell man not to worship the angels. It all falls apart and I’m just reading one of the passages. It goes on:

	 

	“In speaking of the angels, He says, ‘He makes his angels winds and his servants flames of fire.’ But to the Son He says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever. And righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.’”

	 

	Here’s some good commentary on this subject: 

	 

	“Angels worship Jesus because He’s God and He’s worthy of worship. No angel is ever worshiped in Scripture; therefore Jesus, who is worthy of worship, cannot be an angel.”

	 

	Angels are not worthy of worship and you can’t have it both ways. Jesus and the angels are mutually exclusive but that is another biblical teaching that Jehovah’s Witnesses deny.

	 

	“Angels are called the sons of God, but Jesus is called THE Son of God.”

	 

	Again, according to the Bible, there is a major difference. And I want to give you one more in Matthew 4 that is a clear distinction between Michael and Jesus, as far as their power and authority: as God, the Son, Jesus directly rebukes Satan. But Michael the archangel, in Jude verse 9, has a confrontation with Satan and what does he say to the Devil? Does he say, “I” rebuke you? No. Michael says, “The Lord rebuke you!” So, who’s in control? We’re talking about two different entities and you can’t merge the two together. 

	 

	So, Jehovah’s Witnesses got all messed up in their beliefs and teachings, which is not surprising because that’s what cults do. They choke on the Trinity, say God doesn’t know all things, say God is not everywhere, and they get Jesus wrong when they teach that He’s the archangel Michael. Where does all that corruption of the Bible come from?

	 

	It’s from their Watchtower, which you remember started with just Charles Taze Russell as the self-professed sole source for man to get a correct interpretation of Scripture. Then after Russell died, that authority transferred to “Judge” Rutherford, who wasn’t a judge. Eventually the authority made it to this group of guys in the Watchtower. So, through Russell, Rutherford, and a group of men, the Watchtower is where all this twisting of the Bible has been coming from and continues even to this day. So, let’s take a closer look at them:

	 

	The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society taught that God ruled the universe from somewhere in the Pleiades Star System.” But hey, don’t laugh because apparently they have secret knowledge and giant telescopes we can’t get access to. What?! Listen to this:

	 

	“They have since modified that…”

	 

	Whoa. What does “modify” mean? It tells you that teaching and belief has changed. But wait a second. Jehovah’s Witnesses says God doesn’t know all things, but they do, so why would they have to change their teaching? Them needing to modify their belief, means they got it wrong, which means it’s a lie. And if they got that wrong, why should we listen to anything else they tell us?

	 

	In fact, that’s just what Scripture prescribes in Deuteronomy 18 where it says, if a prophet speaks presumptively, first of all don’t be afraid of them, then it even mentions that you need to get rid of the guy. And that’s if they’re wrong even one time. It’s severe because God never gets it wrong and God doesn’t lie. It can’t have come from God if it’s wrong.

	 

	So when Jehovah’s Witnesses, or any cult, needs to modify (change) their teachings and beliefs, right then and there we need to slam their book shut, board up all the Jehovah’s Witnesses Kingdom Halls, get rid of all the pamphlets from their false teachers, and go back to the Bible. And Jehovah’s Witnesses get it wrong every time. Among many other things, they said Pleiades is the center of the universe and then changed that teaching. But instead, any consequence for the myriad of failed prophecies, what happens to the organization? Nothing. So, they just modify, change, backtrack, twist, distort, warp, pull a new idea out of their hat, consult a “spirit guide” for new information, manufacture another supposed “word from God,” or generally cover up and corrupt more truth. Do you know why they do it? Well, with cults, in this case after 740 knocks at your door, once they get you seduced and locked in, they slap the mental chains of fear and intimidation on you to the point where you can’t have an individual thought, or question even the most insignificant of beliefs. When you do, the blowback is normally a confrontation with cult leadership where they blast you with something like this:  

	 

	“You’re going to Hell. You’re from Satan and you don’t love God. You’re listening to outsiders who told you lies. That’s apostate material they gave you.”

	 

	And people get scared to death. Many times, even when they know it’s false teaching, they’re literally too frightened to say or do anything about it. Later, we’ll see how Jehovah’s Witnesses teach something just like that. They tell follows not to listen to anyone else but them. It’s crazy but here is more from the Pleiades information:

	“They have since modified that to say Pleiades can no longer be considered the center of the universe and it would be unwise for us to try to fix God’s throne as being at a particular spot in the universe.”

	 

	Well, duh; but that still doesn’t negate the fact that they got it wrong so why should anyone keep listening to them? God does not change, contradict, or modify his teachings; Jehovah’s Witnesses do often:

	 

	“Such changes, even contradictions, in teachings, are frequent.”

	 

	That says, “frequent!” They didn’t make changes just once because a prediction failed. This happens with Jehovah’s Witnesses, and other cults, all the time. Yet God’s word, the Bible, never gets it wrong. So why do people stay? I’m telling you, it’s from fear. Fear is a classic tool to keep people locked into the goal while being brainwashed.

	 

	“They frequently get it wrong in the Watchtower organization. When a doctrine changes, they will tell their followers that, “The light of the truth is getting brighter.”

	 

	No! Once more, you’ve been shown to be a liar. And this is just one more time you got it wrong. That’s what’s going on. They can’t admit they lied so they need to come up with some spiritual phrase like, “Ahh...the light is getting brighter. It’s progressive revelation and now we know more than we knew before.” Well, then you’re not God! But that shows the audacity. They’ll say God doesn’t know all things but then claim they do and all the while, they fail over and over! It’s crazy that they’re allowed to get away with it. But let’s take a closer look at the Watchtower:

	 

	“The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania is headquartered now in Warwick, New York. It’s the main entity for the worldwide Jehovah’s Witnesses to ‘direct, administer, and disseminate doctrines’ for the group. The members usually just call it ‘The Society,’ but it is all about control.”

	 

	Again, that source of authority and control started with Russell, passed to Rutherford, and ended up with this Watchtower entity, which controls everything the followers think, believe, and do. Again, it’s a cult.

	 

	“In 1908, Russell required the directors to write out resignations when they were appointed so Russell could dismiss them simply by filling in the date.”

	 

	Do you think that was held over their heads? Who does that give total control to? The followers might have thought they had a board, with many people for group input, but Russell would have probably been feeling more like, “Oh really? Well, that group input better be to do as I say, or else. Don’t make me sign the date on your resignation.”

	 

	“Russell died in 1916 and Rutherford replaced him in 1917. In June of that year, four of the directors decided they had erred in endorsing Rutherford’s expanded powers of management; claiming that Rutherford had become autocratic [Remember the hostile takeover.]”

	 

	Then on July 12th of the next month, Rutherford got rid of those guys, creating four vacancies on the board. Again, it was all about control. In fact, Rutherford is the one who introduced a new term for the organization that refers to how they were going to run leadership. And in true Rutherford form, it’s another spiritualized scriptural-sounding word: “Theocracy.” He was incorporating “Theos,” for God, but of course, through all the years, Jehovah’s Witnesses has been controlled by either one person or a board, who just think they’re God.

	 

	“Theocracy was to describe the hierarchical leadership of Jehovah’s Witnesses, explaining; ‘The theocracy is, at present, administered by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, of which Judge Rutherford is the president and general manager.’ The Society appointed zone servants to supervise the congregations and declared the need for the congregation to get in line with the changing structure.”

	 

	So, the decree was, “There’s no freedom here.” And the followers are constantly monitored, including even their conversation, in case someone needs to be turned in to the elders, necessitating a meeting. It’s just more of that atmosphere of fear.

	 

	“After Rutherford’s death, the next guy was Nathan Knorr. He made more changes to ‘fit in closer to the army of theocratic principles.’”

	 

	That’s a fancy way of saying, “We at the Watchtower are going to control everything.” Jehovah’s Witnesses also claim they have voting members but here is how one author describes that:

	 

	“It’s purely symbolic. [The voting members] cannot be considered to be representatives of the mass of Jehovah’s Witnesses and are in no position to challenge the actions or authority of The Society’s directors.”

	 

	
So, it’s all for show because the voting is fake. They can say they voted but it won’t change a thing. The Society’s directors have full power and they’re going to do whatever they’d like. Later we’ll see, just like the Mormons, this Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership has a lot of cash and we’re not talking millions; it’s billions. They’re sitting on a humongous pile of cash, but how did they accumulate so much? Well, just look at the example of Rutherford’s success of getting a lot of money out of the followers by claiming the prophets were going to come back and would need a palatial mansion in sunny San Diego. Of course, Rutherford volunteered to keep the place warm for them. He made out like a bandit with his mansion and two Cadillacs. And it’s the same thing with the fleecing of followers by the Watchtower today. They are sitting on billions.

	 

	In fact, I mentioned that Jehovah’s Witnesses recently moved their headquarters from Brooklyn, New York to Tuxedo Park, which is further north in New York State. Well, they sold a lot of property there in Brooklyn and they still have a huge amount left. But let me give you an idea of the money they raked in by selling some of that property. And keep in mind that they already had a ton of cash anyway. I’m not going to bother naming all properties, but these are the amounts they received for different pieces they sold at the time of the move:

	 

	“$205 million, $18.6 million, $14 million, $50 million, $6.6 million, $3 million, $4.1 million, $3.3 million, $2.8 million, $81 million, $7.1 million, $3.25 million, $30.6 million, $375 million, $105 million, $850 million to $1 billion [just on one piece of property,] $700 million, $340 million, and they still own at least 34 properties in Brooklyn.”

	 

	Just from those sales alone, Jehovah’s Witnesses received billions more, over and above the huge wealth they already had. Remember the founding guy, Charles Taze Russell, was a millionaire after selling a bunch of businesses given to him from his father. He used that money to get the whole thing started and it continued through this guy, Rutherford, who lived high on the hog. Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses are still raking in the dough and these guys are billionaires sitting on a mountain of cash.

	 

	So, the Jehovah’s Witnesses took total control of their organization and again, once you understand the history of other cults, like the Mormons, you see the same kind of thread goes through the whole thing: money, money, and more money.

	 

	“Critics have accused The Society of being authoritarian, controlling, and coercive in dealings with individual Jehovah’s Witnesses; designed to exercise control over every aspect of the lives of Jehovah’s Witnesses and conditioned to think that it is wrong for them to question anything The Society publishes.”

	 

	And here’s a secular source: 

	 

	“The Watchtower has been accused of employing techniques of mind control on Witnesses, including the direction to avoid reading criticism of the organization…”

	 

	Looking at any publication that criticizes Jehovah’s Witnesses, is what they call, “reading apostate material.” The followers are forbidden from even looking at it. They won’t look at it because they’re so locked in and afraid to explore anything other than leadership approved materials. Again, it takes 740 knocks on doors, but with that effort they suck one new person in. And as that unsuspecting victim learns what they’ve gotten into, pretty soon, leadership piles on the fear. Families of followers get locked in for multiple generations. Later we’ll look at that with some of the testimonies, as well as their practice of “Disfellowshipping.” But first, here’s more from that secular source:

	 

	“The direction to avoid reading criticism of the organization, frequently and tightly controlled ‘indoctrination’ meetings, regimentation, social alienation, and elaborate promises of future wars.”

	 

	So once people get sucked into this cult, do Jehovah’s Witnesses really work at controlling virtually everything they do and making them so dependent that they’re very much scared to leave? Yes, that’s right. In fact, I’m going to share some quotes from The Watchtower magazine so you can see what they really do. And again, notice they don’t use Bible studies or even studies of their perverted Bible; they call them “book studies.” All their followers are getting is just teachings that are disseminated from their Watchtower entity. Of course, we can hope they stumble across the Bible one day but it’s probably not going to happen while those people sitting on the billions of dollars have their Watchtower Society as top priority. Here’s what The Watchtower magazine says about Scripture:

	 

	“The Bible can only be understood via the Watchtower organization.”

	 

	Who does that sound like? If you’ve read our study on Roman Catholicism, you’ll recognize that as what the Vatican tells Catholics. So, the same statement by Jehovah’s Witnesses is basically their version of another cult’s teachings and in this case, it happens to be the Vatican’s. In fact, the Watchtower Society sits on top of their organization just like a pope. It’s exactly the same structure. Now let’s continue the above quotation and in case you want to check it out for yourself, it’s from The Watchtower magazine, July 1st, 1973, page 402:

	“Only this organization functions for Jehovah’s purpose and to his praise. To it alone, God’s sacred word, the Bible, is not a sealed book…”

	 

	In other words, they claim to be the only ones who can properly interpret the Bible. That’s it. They mean to tell you that Bible interpretation can only come from them. Here is more from The Watchtower magazine, October 1st, 1967, page 587:

	 

	“Individuals are not able to rightly interpret the Bible apart from the Watchtower organization. Thus, the Bible is an organizational book and belongs to the congregation as an organization, not to individuals, regardless of how sincerely they may believe that they can interpret the Bible.”

	 

	Again, that sounds just like Catholic leadership. If you saw our extensive study of Catholicism, you’ll know that they too downplay Bible reading for their followers. They teach that we shouldn’t read the Bible and have no right to. Only the Catholic spiritual elite can interpret the Bible so we should not dare read it or even pick it up.

	 

	And that’s why I keep emphasizing what Jehovah’s Witnesses highlights to their followers. It’s “book” studies instead of Bible studies. Jehovah’s Witnesses steer their people away from personal study of the Bible, gets them to rely only on teachings from the top of the organization, and in that way, locks those people into false beliefs. Here’s a quotation from The Watchtower magazine, February 1st, 1952, page 79-80:

	 

	“If you don’t understand something, meekly wait for the Watchtower to tell you what the truth is; otherwise, you are foolish. We should eat and digest and assimilate what is set before us, without shying away from parts of the food because it may not suit the fancy of our mental taste...We should meekly go along with the Lord’s theocratic organization [the Watchtower] and wait for further clarification, rather than balk at the first mention of a thought unpalatable to us...Theocratic ones will appreciate the Lord’s visible organization [the Watchtower] and not be so foolish as to put against Jehovah’s channel [the Watchtower,] their own human reasoning and sentiment and personal feelings.”

	 

	Basically, the Watchtower is telling readers not to dare disagree with them. If something makes no sense, eat it anyway. How dare we decide anything for ourselves! That’s really what Jehovah’s Witnesses are teaching. Here’s more from them:

	 

	“The Watchtower magazine is the means of God’s communication.”

	 

	What?! Again, what sort of studies do they promote? It’s “book” studies and not the Bible. Whatever Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership disseminates in that magazine is supposedly as good as the Bible. And frankly, they even say it’s better than the Bible. Here’s more from the Watchtower Society:

	 

	“It should be expected that the Lord would have a means of communication to his people on the Earth, and he has clearly shown that the magazine called The Watchtower is used for that purpose.”

	 

	So, they literally say their magazine carries more authority then the Bible. That’s a cult! They say to stay out the Bible because you don’t have any right to interpret it and if whatever we tell you doesn’t make sense, eat it anyway. With all due respect, that’s crazy!!

	 

	Another Watchtower organization quote from 1981 plays on an often-used cult cliché concerning comparisons to Satan. Cults throw in a large dose of fear for anyone who might think of disagreeing. In this case the Watchtower says that those who think apart from the Watchtower, are from Satan:

	 

	“From time to time, there has arisen from among the ranks of Jehovah’s people, those, who, like the original Satan, have adopted an independent, fault-finding attitude...They say that it is sufficient to read the Bible exclusively, either alone or in small groups at home.”

	 

	So, their feeling is basically, “How dare you! Bible study without the Watchtower is the kind of thing Satan would do!” Those kind of warnings and threats lock followers into the cult. They’re scared to death to look at anything else besides The Society’s magazine.

	 

	Then the organization even flips the loaded warning around. Just like so many other cults, they get indignant with something like, “How dare you question us,” and also threaten dissenters; even calling them Satan, but if someone even questions their teachings, they’ll say it shows that person really doesn’t love God, so a disagreement with them makes a satanic person with no love for God. Here’s that from the October 1967 issue of The Watchtower:

	 

	“We cannot claim to love God yet deny his word and channel of communication.”

	 

	And who do they claim is “God’s channel of communication?” It’s them, of course; the Watchtower. So, in other words, if you deny what they say, you don’t love God. How dare you think for yourself in your obvious practice of satanic spirituality? Here’s more from The Watchtower, in October of 1994, about how the truth of God can supposedly only be known through the Watchtower organization:

	 

	“All who want to understand the Bible should appreciate that the ‘greatly diversified wisdom of God’ can become known only through Jehovah’s channel of communication, the faithful and discreet slave [the Watchtower]…”

	 

	Can I translate all this for you? The fear they’re selling here goes something like this:

	 

	“Don’t you dare disagree with us. It may not make sense at all and you might spiritually want to puke, but hey, don’t question it because we know what we’re doing. You have no right to think for yourself. Only we, the spiritually elite, can do that for you. And if you disagree, you really don’t love God and you’re from Satan.”

	It took 740 knocks on doors to get the latest follower to join, then the false teachings are given, and they defend those falsehoods by instilling as much fear as possible. It’s sad how they get people locked in by praying on their fear. Now again, I don’t want to make any part of that okay, but it is important to point out that the Jehovah’s Witnesses are kicking our Christian rear ends as far as sharing their beliefs. They are beating us to shame. It’s just a daily tragedy that their persistent efforts are to push teachings that are wrong.

	 

	Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership claims to be so accurate and know everything while they say God does not know all, yet they keep changing their beliefs. Why do they get so many things wrong? And it’s not just doctrinally. Why do they get it wrong with things that could demonstrate that they were God’s mouthpiece? Like predicting the future. Let’s look at how many times they get it wrong, especially with their date-setting predictions. These aren’t all of them, but it gives you an idea about how these guys repeatedly fail. And again, the Bible tells us this in Deuteronomy 18 verse 22:

	 

	“If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptively; do not be afraid of him.”

	 

	And it goes on to say we are to run and get away from that false prophet. Here are some of Jehovah’s Witnesses false prophecies beginning with this one in 1897:

	 

	“Our Lord, the appointed king, is now present and he’s been present since October 1874…”

	 

	They are saying Jesus has been here on Earth since 1874 but we haven’t seen him yet. So, they got that wrong. Yet they say they’re God’s mouthpiece, who knows everything, but God doesn’t. I’m just getting started. Here’s one from 1899:

	 

	“The Battle of Armageddon, the great day of God Almighty, which will end in A.D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of the Earth’s present rulership, is already commenced.”

	 

	Did that happen? No. Here’s one from 1916:

	 

	“The Bible chronology herein presented shows that the six great 1000 year days beginning with Adam are ended, and that the 7th day, the 1000 years of Christ’s reign, began in 1873.”

	 

	So, they say the Millennial Kingdom began in 1873. Are we in the Millennial Kingdom now? No. Here’s what they predicted in 1918:

	 

	“Therefore, we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the faithful prophets of old.”

	 

	Notice that prediction was in 1918, the year after Rutherford took over. He conveniently set the date at 1925 so they’d have enough time to build that mansion for him and the returning Bible patriarchs. What a scam. Then in 1922, they were still working on that 1925 date:

	 

	“The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures than 1914.

	 

	Well, then they’re admitting they got it wrong. But I’m sure it’s just because they received a greater light. This is from 1923:

	 

	“Our thought is that 1925 is definitely settled by the Scriptures…”

	 

	And as 1925 arrived, during that year, this is another quote from The Watchtower magazine:

	 

	“The year 1925 is here. With great expectation we have looked forward to this year. Many have confidently expected that all members of the body of Christ will be changed to heavenly glory during this year.”

	 

	Since the year was moving along with no expected result, they added this to start putting out a bit of a disclaimer:

	 

	“This may be accomplished. It may not be. In his own due time God will accomplish his purposes concerning his people. Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what may transpire this year.”

	 

	Liars! So, they threw that out just in case they would get it wrong again, which of course they did, and anyone who predicts a date will get it wrong. They also attempted to defend against all those who easily predicted their failure, so they put out a disclaimer. Listen to what they had the audacity to say in 1926 after they were clearly wrong:

	 

	“Some anticipated that the work would end in 1925, but the law did not state so. The difficulty was that the friends inflated their imaginations beyond reason...they were inclined to throw away everything.”

	 

	But you’re the one who got them believing it! Even though their hyping of the event is right there in their previous writings, they deflect responsibility by implying it was other people who got everyone excited about the date. In 1941, they said we were in “the remaining months before Armageddon.” But Armageddon never happened either. In the 1960’s, they started predicting that 1975 would be a big year of biblically prophetic events:

	 

	“According to this trustworthy Bible chronology, six thousand years from man’s creation will end in 1975, and the seventh period of a thousand years [the Millennial Kingdom,] of human history will begin in the fall of 1975.”

	 

	Now just in case they had doubters about that one, they got real spiritual around June 1966 by beginning to print prophecy that popularized another date. They claimed that, because June is the 6th month and the year was 1966, it indicates the biblical number, 666. So, June of 1966 was when they had to promote this because those numbers make it all real. No, it “makes it all crazy!” But there was apparently some method to their madness because membership rose significantly in the 1960’s and all the way up to 1975. Just like what happened in 1925, some members sold their possessions, cashed in their insurance policies, and anticipated the Millennial Kingdom’s arrival. Guess what. It didn’t happen. 

	 

	So, they not only get it wrong, they fail repeatedly. That’s from their record and I’m talking specifically about just The Watchtower magazine. That doesn’t include all the founders’ wrong predictions. They keep failing and then have the audacity to say God doesn’t know all things, but they do. And with all that evidence of their false teachings, staring them right in the face, you still can’t disagree with them or you’re labeled satanic and you don’t love God; while they’re wrong over and over, again and again.

	 

	It’s one thing to get prophecy wrong, it’s another extremely serious consequence to be wrong about eternity, which is people’s salvation. Just quickly, I want to give you Jehovah’s Witnesses requirements for salvation. Like Mormonism, they are not even close to the same as the Christian gospel but instead it’s a works-based salvation. Here’s their first requirement:

	 

	“Take in knowledge of the only true God.”

	 

	Of course, that “only true God” is their version of God, which is not biblical. So, this first one says you must buy into their theology. Their second requirement is this:

	 

	“Obey God’s laws.”

	 

	So, you have to work your way there, but you can’t. In fact, they completely contradict themselves in one sentence that correctly starts with this:

	 

	“Salvation from death is a gift from God…”

	 

	If they would have stopped there, it sounds like a Bible verse. But here’s how they finish the sentence:

	 

	“Salvation from death is a gift from God to those that obey him and those that do not disobey.”

	 

	What?! That doesn’t make sense. If salvation hinges on your obedience, it’s not a gift! That’s a wage you have to pay. And they put those two opposite ideas right there in one sentence. So, Jehovah’s Witnesses is a works-based salvation and nothing like biblical Christianity.

	 

	Their third requirement for reaching Heaven is that we be associated with God’s channel; his organization. Here’s what they claim:

	 

	“To receive everlasting life in the Earthly Paradise we must identify that organization and serve God as a part of it.”

	 

	So apparently, we must submit to the Watchtower. But that’s not what the Bible teaches. Their fourth requirement for salvation is about loyalty in spreading the Jehovah’s Witnesses view: 

	 

	“God requires that prospective subjects of his Kingdom support his government by loyally advocating his kingdom rule to others.”

	 

	But they’ve got to be kidding! Why would anyone advocate for others to join Jehovah’s Witnesses when they are continually wrong in their predictions while the Bible is without error (inerrant). Jehovah’s Witnesses fail so much, even if we tried to analyze it fully, we’d lose track of how many times they get it wrong. In fact, it makes you wonder why anyone now in their organization would stay. Well, we haven’t really explored this yet, but later I’ll give you some gut-wrenching stories about the destruction of families because of the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. In fact, I have close Christian friends who were saved out of that group and to this day, after decades, their family still won’t even talk to them. It’s as if they’re just dead. And the entire blame for that lies with the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses because those family members are trapped in an organization where they are taught that they better do what the Watchtower says or they’re from Satan, they don’t love God, and they’re never going to make it to paradise. It’s this cult which is causing families to be torn apart!

	 

	Now I want to quickly explore some similarities between Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormonism. They are simply false teachings from their roots and Jehovah’s Witnesses are connected to the same roots, as far as their verbiage and symbolism. That common root is Freemasonry. Mormonism’s founder, Joseph Smith, instituted secret rituals and handshakes because he was a Freemason. You’ll find the same thing in a study of Jehovah’s Witnesses foundations. They also got much of their verbiage from Freemasonry. Let’s take a look at some of that evidence:

	 

	First of all, Jehovah’s Witnesses are into Egyptian symbols, which is also prominent in Freemasonry:

	 

	Here are Jehovah’s Witnesses book covers, including Charles Taze Russell’s sermons and his Egyptian pyramid measurements “mystery” in his manuscript called, Divine Plan of the Ages. Now of all the artwork to be put on their books, why add the Freemasonry symbolism? Most people, including those inside the organization, don’t know these Jehovah’s Witnesses roots.
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	I want to touch briefly on Freemasonry for you, but it will be explained in great detail as part of our larger study, World Religions, Cults & The Occult. Freemasonry will be our final group to examine in this years-longs analysis of false teachings, but it’s applicable to this Jehovah’s Witnesses study, so I want to bring it up to give you a little teaser about what that study will cover. 

	 

	Freemasonry is deeply into symbolism. It’s all over their artwork, like this “winged sun disk,” which was originally an Egyptian symbol:
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	I’m going to give you some background on this winged disc, which came from a Freemason, Albert Churchward, and keep in mind as you read this description that Horus is one of the most significant ancient Egyptian gods, normally depicted with a man’s body and a bird’s head:

	 

	“Horus commanded Thoth that the Winged-Sun-Disc...should be brought into every sanctuary wherein he dwelt, and into every sanctuary of all the gods of the lands...in order that they might drive away evil from therein…”

	 

	So that is what the winged disc is about. It’s a sun disc with wings on each side and it’s the symbol all over Russell’s books, just as it is on entrances to the temple courts for all the gods and goddesses of Egypt. It’s the same symbol Freemasons use. Another symbol Jehovah’s Witnesses uses is this one:
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	This symbol is also Masonic and it’s all over Jehovah’s Witnesses literature. In fact, you’ll see this Crown and Cross symbol right on the cover of their magazine:
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	Hey, that cross and crown looks Christian, right? But it’s not and most people don’t know that. Here’s a Christmas card from Russell and remember that Jehovah’s Witnesses followers are told not to celebrate Christmas:
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	You can see a small wreath in one corner and in the other corner, once again, there’s that crown and cross. What’s up with that? Well again, that’s a Freemasonry symbol you’ll see extensively on their literature.
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	More specifically, the Crown and Cross symbol is a Masonic Knights Templar logo. It’s also what New Age occult Theosophists use. Alice Bailey, who owned Lucifer Publishing, which had a name change to Lucis Trust, and presently coordinates teachings with the United Nations, take an opposite view of the Bible on the 666 number. They believe it’s a good thing. Theosophy is the foundation of the New Age Movement today and they use this same Masonic symbol that Jehovah’s Witnesses do. Again, it’s originally a Masonic Knights Templar symbol.

	 

	Another Masonic tie with Jehovah’s Witnesses, that most people don’t catch, is their use of the same terms. One is “Golden Age.”

	 

	“Russell’s followers continued to use the Egyptian Masonic term, ‘The Golden Age,’ after he died. The Golden Age is not a scriptural term. It’s the ancient term used by Egyptians for when men and gods will be in Paradise together.”

	 

	How does that fit with a central premise of Jehovah’s Witnesses? When they knock on your door, what’s their prominent tagline? It’s something like, “Don’t you want to go to Paradise; the Golden Age?” But that’s a Freemason term and not a biblical one. The interesting part is that The Golden Dawn was a magazine in Charles Russell’s day, started by a Freemason in 1887. So, the question is; did Russell really even come up with that stuff himself. Let’s take a look at some other parallels between Freemasonry and Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	Both believe “Jehovah” is the most important word and is the name of their God. That’s interesting. Both use the Masonic term: “Great Architect.” Both believe God yielded power to a lesser god, so they each mess with Jesus in the same way, including both believing Jesus is only a good man and not almighty God. Both see no need for Christ as their mediator. And this is interesting, as well: they both meet in halls, Masonic Halls and the Kingdom Halls. In fact, one person pointed this out about the Jehovah’s Witnesses choice of “hall”: 

	 

	“Why do they call their meeting place a hall? Why not a Kingdom meeting? Why not a Kingdom assembly? Why not a Kingdom study, or Kingdom church, Kingdom chapel, or tabernacle, or temple. Why is it a hall? It’s because, if you’re into Freemasonry, the Masonic Lodge meets in a Masonic Hall.”

	Maybe that’s just a coincidence but I think not. So, Jehovah’s Witnesses are similar to the Mormons in their Freemasonry roots and once you understand the root, you get to why Jehovah’s Witnesses are so spiritually messed up, just like the Mormons. Here are more Freemasonry ties associated with Russell’s burial place: 
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	You can see the front of Russell’s headstone on the left and the picture on the right is a pyramid at his resting place. Then this zoomed in shot of the pyramid shows the Masonic crown and cross symbol. Now let’s take a look at the back of Russell’s headstone:
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	This one is looking from the other side of the headstone we just saw, so you can plainly see the pyramid right there in front of the grave marker. Now again, this is the cemetery where Russell is buried but notice there’s a complex of some sort in the background. Let’s zoom in a bit more on that:
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	This picture is from the pyramid, showing that complex behind, and there’s the sign in front of that complex so let’s zoom to see what the sign says:
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	This facility just happens to be the “Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center.” I’m sure that’s just another coincidence though, right? No! Jehovah’s Witnesses have ties with Freemasonry just as other cults do, like the Mormons. 

	 

	So again, why are Jehovah’s Witnesses so messed up? Well, I’m just going to let the cat out of the bag here, when people get involved in Freemasonry, most people have no clue about whom they’re really worshiping. The light they’re exalting is none other than Lucifer. They actually think Lucifer is a good guy, that’s the lie of New Age. But if you don’t believe Freemasons, in this modern day, could be thinking Lucifer is a good guy, you might want to listen to a guy caught on tape admitting it. He was at an outdoor event put on by the Shriners International, which is a group founded as a fraternity of Freemasons. Here is the transcript of that video and apparently this interaction was between a Shriner (Bob Ruslund, from his name tag) and a Christian man:

	 

	Shriner (Bob): “...Lucifer. What is your problem?”

	 

	Christian: “Just that, sir. I’m a Christian, sir.”

	 

	Bob: “I’m pure and virtuous and wholesome and innocent. How can you say anything bad about me?”

	 

	Christian: “Sir, you need to be born again.”

	 

	Bob: “I am born again.”

	 

	Christian: “Now did you just say, that you are Lucifer?”

	 

	Bob: “I am Lucifer.”

	 

	Christian: “Ok, define Lucifer for me.”

	 

	Bob: “[A] pure, virtuous, wholesome, innocent individual that’s out to help people.”

	 

	Christian: “Lucifer is?”

	 

	Bob: “Yeah.”

	 

	Christian: “Say that again. Lucifer is a pure, holy…”

	 

	Bob: “Virtuous.”

	 

	Christian: “...virtuous...Now is he the Lucifer that God created?”

	 

	Bob: “That’s the same one.”

	 

	Christian: “Oh man, this is great. I’m going to put this on the Internet.”

	 

	Bob: “Oh, god bless you brother.”

	 

	Christian: “Because that’s exactly what the Shriners and Masons teach is that Lucifer is light.”

	 

	Bob: “No. What about those hospitals? They have some hospitals.” [Most likely referring to the Shriners Hospitals]

	 

	Christian: “You know what sir? Jesus said, ‘Many will say to me, on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not do these good deeds in Your name?’ ‘He’ll say, ‘Away from me, you worker of iniquity. I never knew you.’”

	 

	Bob walks away carrying his Shriner hat (Fez-style hat) and saying: “Get out of here.”

	 

	Christian: “See, this is what a Mason confesses; is that Lucifer is light.”

	 

	It gets very dark once you start looking into what’s really going on in Freemasonry. Most people don’t know about it and I wanted to show you a pattern with cults and their Masonic roots. Again, why is Mormonism so messed up? Well, there are a multitude of reasons, but it happens to be that the founder of Mormonism, Joseph Smith, just like other cult leaders, was connected with and influenced by Freemasonry. So, it’s not much of a shock that they’re messed up.

	 

	And now we also see a clear connection between Jehovah’s Witnesses and Freemasonry. These cults keep it a very tight secret but when you find out the entity they really worship, the one who’s really calling the shots, it turns out to be Lucifer, whom they think is the good guy. And that’s just part of the reason Jehovah’s Witnesses are so messed up. In the next chapter, we’re going to look more into what Jehovah’s Witnesses, unfortunately, get wrong.
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Four

	————————————

	False Doctrines

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	So far, we’ve talked about Jehovah’s Witnesses history and why they’re considered a cult; it’s because they get it all wrong, as far as their source of authority, the Trinity, Jesus, salvation, and a lot more. So unfortunately, they fall in the category of a cult. 

	 

	Their source of authority started with the teachings of their first leader, Charles Taze Russell. Then it became those thoughts in “Judge” Rutherford’s head. And it finally rested solely with the Watchtower Society that still heads up the organization to this day. 

	 

	We also took a look at Jehovah’s Witnesses beliefs and saw that they not only choke on the Trinity, as cults typically do, but their version of God doesn’t know all things and is not everywhere all at the same time, and they claim Jesus is just the archangel Michael. 

	 

	Now continuing on with an examination of their false beliefs, they also say this:

	 

	“After Adam sinned, the paradise which God had created for them was ruined. So, God instituted a system of redemption which was revealed in the Bible and would ultimately lead to the crucifixion of Jesus the Messiah.”

	 

	If they would have stuck with that, they weren’t doing too badly. That’s the Genesis 3:15 promise; right after the fall of mankind, God makes a promise that the seed of the woman would, one day, crush the head of the serpent. But here’s where the Jehovah’s Witnesses boat no longer floats:

	 

	“In the meantime, God needed to have a visible, theocratic organization on earth to accurately represent him.”

	 

	“Theocratic” is a spiritual code word they came up with to make it appear that Jehovah’s Witnesses is a God-ruled organization. Just like Catholicism’s Vatican, with the Pope who claims to be the Vicar of Christ (the earthly representative of Christ), Jehovah’s Witnesses declare to be the only group on the planet that truly gets their teachings directly from God. Here’s more from history, as told by Jehovah’s Witnesses, that the rest of us must not have realized:

	 

	“Throughout history, this true organization had a remnant of faithful Jehovah’s Witnesses (Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, etc.)”

	 

	Are you serious?! They want us to believe Noah and the rest were Jehovah’s Witnesses? Wow. Well, apparently that’s right and according to them, there is more good news:

	 

	“It wasn’t until the late 1800’s that Charles Taze Russell formally began what is now known as the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society which is run out of Brooklyn.”

	 

	Of course, we saw that Brooklyn is no longer Jehovah’s Witnesses headquarters because they sold a lot of property and are now headquartered more north in New York State.

	“This organization claims to be the only true channel of God’s truth on earth today.”

	 

	Again, who else claims that exact same false teaching? It’s the Vatican. How is this belief from Jehovah’s Witnesses any different than what the Catholics say? Catholicism asserts that their popes have been and are the sole source of truth from God and Jehovah’s Witnesses says their group of guys in New York State is where you get God’s truth. Besides the location, Rome verses New York, there’s no difference. It’s the same mentality where they each claim to be the only source of truth and, in fact, they each say God allows them alone to keep making it all up as they go as THE sole authority to interpret anything spiritual. Jehovah’s Witnesses operate out of that claim just as the Vatican does. Here’s more from Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	“[Jehovah’s Witnesses] alone can properly interpret God’s word since it is the angel directed prophet of God on the earth.”

	 

	Whoa!! What does Paul say in Galatians 1:8,9? He warns of people or angels coming along preaching a different Gospel. And Jehovah’s Witnesses certainly push a different and false gospel. It’s a works-based salvation, on top of all their other false teachings about God, Jesus, man, and the whole nine yards. Paul even emphasizes not to trust an angel that might be directing the new teaching. In fact, Paul says that the person or angel should be eternally condemned. If the gospel being espoused by any person or spirit is different from the Gospel recorded in the Bible, let him or her be eternally condemned. Jehovah’s Witnesses base their false beliefs of a different gospel on something a supposed angel told them so Scripture tells us we should run!!

	 

	Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses claim to be the prophet of God on Earth. And how many times has man been subjected to someone claiming to be a prophet or prophetess with the result being an eventual request for your money and free labor just to enrich that false teacher. And I don’t care who they say they are, Deuteronomy tells us the test is this: if they say they’re speaking from God and ever once get it wrong, according to the Bible, what should happen? First you must not be afraid of them and secondly, if we were still under the old covenant, the Bible would be instructing us to stone them. But since we Christians are now under the new covenant; we are taught to get rid of them because they spoke presumptively when claiming their message was from God.

	 

	That’s what Jehovah’s Witnesses are boasting about; their teachings are supposedly angel-directed through a supposed prophet of God. It’s just Vatican, part two, and I don’t recommend that path. Let’s continue with Jehovah’s Witnesses teachings:

	 

	“When it came time for the savior to be born, Michael the Archangel became a human.”

	 

	Whoa...wow...wait a second! They’ve got a serious problem there. We already dealt with this in great detail, but just to quickly recap, Jesus and the archangel Michael are two radically different beings. Jesus is God and Michael, although a powerful entity, is only a created being. Michael is an angel, which is “angelos” in the Greek meaning, “messenger.” And angels don’t evolve to or from humans even though Jimmy Stewart’s old black and white Christmas movie says otherwise. Contrary to It’s a Wonderful Life, every time a bell rings, it’s not a person getting their angel wings. The Bible tells us that when we die, we go straight to Heaven or straight into Hell. People certainly don’t become angels, and angels never turn into pudgy little newborn babies even though it apparently makes appealing artwork for the walls in baby’s rooms. I get that but it’s not biblical.

	 

	So, Michael the archangel is an angel and not able to become human. They are totally different beings and people never become angels. A human’s a human and an angel is an angel. But Jehovah’s Witnesses want to blend the two and then make a second mistake when they try to transform him into the form of Jesus, who is radically different! There is no one like Jesus! Jesus is the Son of God. We humans don’t become Jesus (God) and He doesn’t become us. That idea is completely messed up! Then after careening off the road and into a deep ditch they continue on:

	 

	“Jesus grew and kept all the laws of God and never sinned. Finally, when Jesus died, it was not on a cross [Oh boy, here we go.] but on a torture stake where he bore the sins of mankind--but this did not include Adam’s sin. Jesus rose from the dead as a spirit, not physically (his body was dissolved and taken by God); and during his visitations to people on earth, he manifested a temporary physical body for them to see and touch. Thus, began the true Christian church of Jehovah’s followers.”

	 

	What are they talking about?! With many cults like Jehovah’s Witnesses, you’ll notice there’s a pattern involving this type of belief concerning the cross of Jesus. What in the world could be their big hang up with the way Jesus was crucified? 

	 

	Again, doctrinally, we see that cults get five foundational aspects of truth wrong: the first is their source of authority, which is veering away from the Bible. Then they get God wrong while slashing the Trinity. And with the other three, they pervert the truth about Jesus, man, and how we make it to Heaven. They all have their different unique teachings and it’s probably to draw attention. They want to stand out from other beliefs, so they flip doctrines around to say they’re the only ones who understand the real supposed truth of this or that. And one of the ways Jehovah’s Witnesses differentiate from other teachings is to claim the traditional cross of Jesus Christ was only a pole, or torture stick.

	 

	In great detail, we’ll see there’s no way to justify that claim in any multitude of angles. But again, with this subject, we’ll see that Jehovah’s Witnesses perpetrate the same sort of non-biblical decree as their teachings that followers should not to celebrate birthdays, join the military, take blood transfusions, or celebrate Mother’s and Father’s Day. As we’ll see later, they cheat on that list of supposed requirements. But you have to wonder why they come up with all these wacky teachings. As I’ve said, I think it’s their way of drawing attention for being different.

	 

	Now let’s take a look at that cross, which they claim was a single pole they call a torture stake. Are they right that Jesus did not die on a cross, as we have traditionally known? For two thousand years, a cross has been the symbol for Christians and believe it or not, for a long time, it was also the symbol used by Jehovah’s Witnesses; until they changed their mind again! We’re just getting started in this study, but how many times have they changed their mind even as they continue to profess themselves as the sole channel of God’s truth? They say they are the one prophetic voice from God on Earth, which is supposedly even directed by an angel, so they can only be right because of their direct channel from God. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that while the Vatican claims the exact same thing for their Catholic religion. They can’t both be right, so which one is? Of course, it’s neither!  

	 

	With both organizations, even without the Bible’s testament against them, how could their claims be true when they are so continuously wrong with their predictions, which are supposedly straight from God?! Yet, God never gets it wrong as we see abundant evidence of in God’s word, Scripture. And again, what does the Bible prescribe as the defense against organizations that profess to get their teachings from God and then fail? We are to run! We are not to listen and must flee from them. They are merely false prophets and teachers, who, after getting it wrong, normally spiritualize their failure every time. They will deflect responsibility for their pathetically flawed predictions into a convenient “new light” that comes from their somehow progressed knowledge.

	 

	But again, Jehovah’s Witnesses used to teach that Jesus died on a cross but then they got a new light, supposedly understanding it to be a torture stake. So, let’s take a look at that change:

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses had published two million copies of Rutherford’s book, The Harp of God by the time their 1925 edition came out. On page 114 of those two million books put out by Jehovah’s Witnesses, it shows Jesus on a cross and not on a stake. So even in their own organization, they clearly taught that Jesus died on a cross. But again, over time, cults feel like they need to draw distinctions to get more attention and that’s just what Jehovah’s Witnesses did with Jesus’ cross.

	 

	Besides the fact that they disagree with themselves, Jehovah’s Witnesses can’t justify it being a pole by this first aspect we’ll look at: language. Jesus was only one of the thousands of people the Romans crucified so there’s abundant evidence for this means of execution. Even the English word, “crucifixion,” comes from Rome’s Latin word, “crucifixio,” which means to “fix to a cross.” There is not even the tiniest amount of doubt concerning the meaning of the actual word, “crucifixion.” In its own root meaning, the word is “cross.” So how can they say it’s a pole? That’s crazy. 

	 

	But here’s their methodology to try justifying their unique view: they bring up the Greek word, “stauros,” which means “cross.” Back in the day before the Romans arrived on the scene, that word meant “a pole” or “a stake.” But when Jehovah’s Witnesses cite that as their evidence, they show an ignorance of the Greek language. Let me explain: Before Jesus, and prior to the Romans taking over the Greeks, when “stauros” was officially first used from the twelfth to the ninth centuries B.C., the Greeks did originally use the word to mean a “pole” or “stake.” But then the Greeks were conquered by the Romans, who subjugated the Greeks, and the Romans instituted their systems, including government, laws, roads, and their own forms of the death penalty. One of the Roman death penalties was crucifixion, or “crucifixio” in the Greek, which was death on a cross. But the Greeks didn’t have a word for that form of death penalty, so their options were to invent a new word, take a word from another language, or employ an existing word and give it a new meaning. The last option was the one they took.  

	 

	So, after the Romans took over, from that time forward, “cross” was applied to their word, “stauros.” In fact, even up to today’s modern Greek language, stauros always means “cross.” The only time it was a stake or pole was before the Romans conquered the area. Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses ripped their notion completely out of context.  

	 

	Of course, it’s not strange at all for a word meaning to change over time and historically, it happens all the time. Populations either invent new words as society invents and changes, or they coop an existing word and change its meaning. In fact, it’s happened in our own lifetime as you can probably attest. If you’re near my age, you probably grew up watching an amazing television program full of fascinating discovery and instruction. It was a cartoon called, The Flintstones. Do you remember the deep impact that show had on your young life; making you a much better person? Yeah, whatever; but that show was during our lifetime and can even be seen in reruns today so most of us have probably seen at least one Flintstones episode. You may remember the joyous lyrics of The Flintstones: “When you’re, with the Flintstones, have a yabba dabba doo time, a dabba doo time, we’ll have a gay old time.” Oops! I don’t know that they’d still want to finish that song the same way today. And again, that word has had a definition change most of us have lived through. Fifty years ago, you could say you had a “gay old time” last night. But you wouldn’t want to say that now. So, in our own lifetime, there’s a word that has literally changed its meaning and that sort of thing happens all the time with language.

	 

	Now let me give an example of the same thing, from the Bible, in 1 Peter 3, and keep in mind how critics of Scripture like to point out that we have so many different translations of the Bible. But they should think about the need for that because of language changes over time; not just the way it’s spoken but the meanings of the words. And with cultures around the world speaking different languages, there’s that need for different translations as well. Let’s take a look at 1 Peter, chapter 3, verse 1:

	 

	“Wives, in the same way, be submissive to your husbands so that if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives.”

	 

	Did you know that other translations of that verse substitute “behavior” with “conversation?” So, which one is right? Well, believe it or not, if you do the research, they are both right. Back when conversation was used in the particular translation, it actually meant behavior. But of course, it doesn’t mean that today. Instead, conversation means voicing words, so there’s just one small example of how societies have to update writings because language changes over time. There’s no conspiracy to it. The morphing of meanings is just going to happen, whether it’s The Flintstones, 1 Peter, or any number of different issues of that nature.

	 

	The same is true of the cross versus a torture stake. There’s no conspiracy; it’s just the truth. And Jehovah’s Witnesses lame explanation is apparently the best they’ve got. They rightfully point out that, back in the 12th century B.C. before the Romans conquered the Greeks, the Greeks used the word to mean a pole or a stake. However, what they don’t say or didn’t know when developing their false teaching, is that, even prior to Jesus Christ, the Greeks had already started using that word to mean the same as the Roman word for crucifixion, which is always “a cross.” The Greeks took their own word, that used to mean “pole,” and changed it to mean “cross.” And it’s been that way to this day.

	 

	But that’s Jehovah’s Witnesses’ supposed proof text to draw another distinction in the attempt to gain attention for having another belief that is different from yours and mine. Again, even if you look up the modern 21st century Greek word (not the Koine Greek, in which the Bible was written, but in modern Greek), “stauros,” it means “cross.” And for more than fifty years, Jehovah’s Witnesses accepted that Jesus Christ was crucified on a cross and included illustrations of it that they distributed to millions of people around the world.

	 

	Another reason to be confident in the truth that Jesus died on a cross actually comes from Christianity’s opponents back at the time the Bible was written. It’s archeological evidence in the form of graffiti, which at that time was “graffito,” in the Greek. In 1857, excavators unearthed an ancient building in Rome and found some graffiti on it. So “tagging” buildings must not be new to our time.

	 

	The dating of this graffiti is anywhere from the late first to the late third centuries A.D., so it was put on the building around the time of the actual biblical crucifixion aftermath. The depiction is not of a person on a pole or stake. Instead, it’s a cross. And the graffiti mocks Christianity through use of that cross. It’s a person with the head of a donkey, which is on a cross with their arms spread. It also shows a person in front of the cross in a pose showing adoration or worship of the one on the cross. Even though it’s blasphemous, it shows that even enemies of Christianity are not mocking Jesus on a pole; it’s a cross. So, there we even have hard archeological evidence for the cross of Jesus.

	 

	There are numerous other archeological crucifixion depictions and descriptions from antiquity. The images of crucifixes carved into rocks during the same period are not poles. To say that the cross is really a torture stake,

	 

	“Is to reject the historical and linguistic evidence of history. Even secular historians say it’s completely impossible to justify.”

	 

	In other words, this teaching from Jehovah’s Witnesses goes completely against all evidence, pulls words out of context, and just makes it all up. On top of that, and even using the word, “stauros,” the Bible and Jesus mention Him dying on a cross. Let me give a couple of examples: In John 21, Jesus explained to Peter that when Peter was older, he would also be crucified. Jesus tells Peter that people will lead him where he doesn’t want to go and that he will stretch out his hands. In the context of that revelation by Jesus to Peter, it’s a description of the posture Jesus too was in when He died on the cross with His hands outstretched. That’s in stark contrast to the modern-day depictions of Christ’s crucifixion that are put forth by Jehovah’s Witnesses who have Jesus’ arms stretched up high above his head on a pole. With all due respect, that’s just a bunch of baloney and their prior depictions of Jesus on the cross attest to the same. Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses are just trying to point to a supposed unique higher truth so they can draw attention by claiming everyone else believes an abomination.

	 

	Also, in the Bible, John 20 gives more obvious evidence for the cross of Christ when Doubting Thomas says this:

	 

	“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”

	 

	First, Thomas is talking about Jesus hands and not his feet. Secondly, twice it uses the plural word, “nails.” If Jehovah’s Witnesses newer account were true, the stake they now show for Jesus, with His hands stretched up and overlapping each other above His head, would only necessitate one nail to go through both hands. But in the Bible, it says there was more than one nail and that’s because they needed one nail for each of the outstretched hands on either side of Him. So even the Biblical evidence shows us there’s no way Jehovah’s Witnesses can honestly say Jesus died on a torture stake. 

	 

	Again, I think a lot of it is just them trying to draw a distinction for attention to their assertion that they know better and the rest of us have just fallen for a lie. And that’s no surprise because it’s exactly what cults normally do. Here’s more from Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	“Throughout history there have been faithful Jehovah’s Witnesses, who have managed to keep the truth despite the demonic doctrine of Trinitarianism...”

	 

	We don’t need to go through the proof for the Trinity again and of course there’s nothing demonic about the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We quoted biblical evidence for the Trinity but the common men from Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership claim those divinely proven and inerrant words from God, are just demonic teachings. It continues:

	 

	“Despite the demonic doctrine of Trinitarianism that has permeated the Christian church in Christendom. Christendom is filled with pastors who are antichrist, churches run by Satan, and who support the earthly governments, which are all of the devil.”

	 

	In other words: all of Christianity is false and only the theocratic organization called Jehovah’s Witnesses, led by some guys sitting around their office in New York, is true. Well, let’s examine that because, again, this is just part of Jehovah’s Witnesses professing to be the sole source from God, same as the Vatican. They both want you to believe they’re each the only channel for truth. So, let’s examine Jehovah’s Witnesses so-called governing body of men. 

	 

	These days they call themselves the “Governing Body” but that has changed over time. First of all, if they’re supposed to be the sole channel from God, why can’t they make up their mind about who in their organization is supposed to be that sole channel? And secondly, their Governing Body calls themselves the “Faithful and Discreet Slave,” because, I guess, they’re trying to project that they’re just slaves serving mankind and only want to share their secret God-given information because of their sincere benevolence.  

	 

	Even if they really believed that, the non-shocker there is that, unfortunately, their insights come by taking words out of context; just like the parable of the real “faithful and discreet slave” from Matthew 24. When Jehovah’s Witnesses cite that phrase, they’re only using it to claim we must listen and submit to them as the faithful and discreet slave talked about in Scripture. That’s just some Christianese they’re sprinkling around in an attempt to legitimize their Governing Body. Again, it’s Catholicism’s Vatican, part two. They want everyone to believe and treat them as the sole channel of truth for doctrine and practices, so they claim the faithful-and-discreet-slave title, for themselves. 

	 

	Of course, their latest “governing body” is their Watchtower Society but it didn’t used to be. Again, they keep changing their sources of authority as they go. Up until 1976, only the president of the Watchtower Society was in complete control. Prior to that it was Judge Rutherford and before him, Charles Taze Russell. And as we saw before, their leadership style has been all about control. They still strongly enforce that today.

	 

	In 1976, control switched to the Watchtower Society from formerly being only the president of that group, then changed to the Governing Body of the Watchtower Society, and we’re still not through listing the changes. So it started with Russell who was considered Jehovah’s Witnesses sole channel of truth but then it wasn’t him anymore so Rutherford took over as God’s only truth outlet until he expired and then the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society became Earth’s only purveyor of truth until they weren’t because the president of that group took over God’s truth machine by himself. Not settling for all those changes already, Jehovah’s Witnesses decided God would need a new avenue to dispense truth to mankind and apparently, for now, that is their Governing Body. So, they profess to own the ever-changing sole channel of truth, which means its supposedly direct communication with God, but can’t even settle on who that sole channel is. Still, they expect us all to listen to them. It makes no sense. But let’s continue on because it’s even more messed up than that. 

	 

	Before Charles Taze Russell decided he was going to be God’s only truth conduit, he actually taught that truth only came from the 144,000 talked about in Revelation, Chapters 7 and 14. We’ll get to that in a minute. But then he changed his mind and decided it was really him. So, the entire journey so far is a progression through the 144,000, Russell, Rutherford, the Watchtower, the president of the Watchtower, and finally, the Governing Body, which is now having its own issues. 

	 

	In 2012, the Watchtower Society announced an “adjustment” of their doctrine, which of course is code for something they’ll never admit: “They got it wrong again!” But if they were actually dispensing real truth from God, they would never be wrong because God never lies. Yet despite all that inconsistency, Jehovah’s Witnesses consistently demand their followers obey their ever-changing beliefs and date setting because “the survival of Armageddon is dependent on their obedience.” As we saw before, it’s just more of their scaremongering. Witnesses are pressed to do what they’re told, and only what they’re told, or they’ll be toast.  

	 

	After the failures, you’d think Jehovah’s Witnesses would have tried to stabilize their issue with authority changes, but they didn’t. The Governing Body started having different splits in the group. But, wait a second! Again, if Jehovah’s Witnesses are genuinely the sole channel of truth for God and this is direct communication from Him, then why are those guys on the Governing Body disagreeing? If what they are asserting is that their source of authority is supposed to be all of them together, then how do they keep splitting? In fact, one Governing Body member was disfellowshipped, which we’ll get more into later but it’s the consequence for disagreeing. A guy named Raymond Franz claimed that he was forced to resign from the Governing Body and was later disfellowshipped. Here’s what he said following his expulsion: 

	 

	“[Franz] claimed that the description of the slave in the parable as a ‘class’ of Christians, was unsupported by scripture. He claimed the leadership employs its interpretation of the faithful and discreet slave, primarily to support the concept of centralized administrative authority in order to exercise control over the members of the group by demanding loyalty and submission.”

	 

	So here’s a guy at the highest level of Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership with all Witnesses having to do everything he and the others say, but when he disagreed with some of those others, he was kicked out, after which he confessed that it’s all a bunch of baloney. On and on and on it goes; they keep changing just like the Mormons. Mormonism has had no less than 4000 textual changes while all that same time they are continually professing to be the “Prophet of God.” If that were true, they would not get even one thing wrong; like the real thing—the Bible.

	 

	But that’s what cults do. It’s all about control of the followers by instilling fear, isolating them, and in that way, better controlling them. So, the controlling Jehovah’s Witnesses, and probably most cults, began to freak out when our society started to adopt a new technology that rhymes with Internet. Yup, you guessed it—the Internet. And they are still freaked out about it today because the Internet is a very impactful aspect of our lives that they can’t get control of. Jehovah’s Witnesses have been keeping a thumb on their people with Hitler-style methods we’ve seen like micromanaging the congregations and controlling the material they read. They even add large doses of fear, though they can’t control the Internet. Jehovah’s Witnesses can’t, but maybe some are controlling the Internet in certain ways and that’s a whole other conspiracy issue. Still, to try combating the Internet, Jehovah’s Witnesses began to put the clamps down because again, running a cult is all about control. Listen to what they do to the minds of their followers and tell me this is not a cult: 

	 

	“When witnesses read anything other than the propaganda The Watchtower puts out, they can see truthful gaping holes and rapidly changing theology.”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses teachings are easy to poke holes in and we’re not even at the half-way point of this study. Already, how many times have they changed their beliefs? And how many ways have they got truth wrong? We can easily point out their own leader’s duplicity and false prophecies. That’s why they went crazy when the Internet, as well as the emails, came out. So, under the pretense of educating the Internet community about Jehovah’s Witnesses teachings, they did this:

	 

	“Starting in September 1990 many websites run by Jehovah’s Witnesses were forced by the governing body to ‘cease and desist’ their on-line presence. They were told, ‘Hey, you’ve got the official website. What more do you need? Open your mouth and get fed like the rest of the sheep. You are not a feeder but one who gets fed!’”

	 

	Wow, that is some serious control! But it’s not surprising.

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses followers are forbidden to read the Bible alone. They are forbidden to read a personal letter from a non-Jehovah’s Witnesses friend, with a Bible verse in it. They’re forbidden to think for themselves when it comes to religion but must blindly accept anything the organization teaches.”

	 

	They want 100% information control because they know that when people are exposed to outside sources, Jehovah’s Witnesses false and faulty beliefs and practices are exposed for what they really are. But this harsh control is how they keep their members. It’s all about isolation and fear to keep control and those are normal cult tactics.

	 

	Now let’s talk about the aspect of the control where followers are forbidden to read non-Jehovah’s Witnesses materials like information we Christians might give them; they risk being disfellowshipped if they’re caught, so if you or I handed them a truly biblical tract, and they looked at it, they could be disfellowshipped by Jehovah’s Witnesses. According to their teachings, being disfellowshipped means that person is doomed to Hell. And on top of that, for the rest of their life, he or she is not allowed to have contact with anyone they know who remains or becomes a Jehovah’s Witness, so there’s a real fear involved.

	 

	“All non-Jehovah’s Witnesses religious material, regardless of the source, is called ‘apostate material’ and quite forbidden to even possess.”

	 

	It’s not just other material; they label it “apostate” to make it so very bad that followers should be fearful of it. And since a Witness is forbidden to even possess non-Jehovah’s Witnesses faith material, if you or I were to give them a tract at the door, they are not permitted to read it and must throw it away immediately. So oftentimes, your best option is to get them in the house where they’re cornered. It’s not like seeing and sitting with them at a restaurant where they can get up and run. At your house, they can’t leave. No, actually, those tactics are probably a bit much but as I said, if we were to give them a tract or maybe some articles we’ve printed out, they’ve been trained, through Jehovah’s Witnesses-instilled absolute fear, to immediately get those supposed-apostate materials away from them. In my experience witnessing to Witnesses, I’ve even had them lie to my face with a positive reaction to my Christian materials but then as I left, they dumped my literature in the trash. It’s because they’re in constant fear of being disfellowshipped. It’s all about cult-information control.

	 

	Now I want to give you Jehovah’s Witnesses words from page 12 of the March 15th, 1986 addition of The Watchtower, in a section titled, “Have no dealings with apostates.”:

	 

	“For example, what will you do if you receive a letter or some literature, open it up, and see right away that it’s from an apostate? Will curiosity cause you to read it just to see what it has to say? You may reason, “It won’t affect me, as a Jehovah’s Witnesses. I’m too strong in the faith. And besides if we have the truth, we have nothing to fear. The truth will stand the test.” In thinking this way, some have fed their minds upon apostate reasoning and fallen prey to serious questioning and doubt.”

	 

	They want to keep the followers from even thinking about touching material that might have a different view. We would say reading it seems rational; so, bring it on! We have the truth we are happy to defend. But Jehovah’s Witnesses warn their followers about being led astray. They say they understand followers might think it’s okay, but never mind that; just listen to your leaders. It gets worse: Witnesses can’t even think for themselves. Let me give you quotes from The Watchtower about that:

	 

	“We should seek for dependent Bible study, rather than independent Bible study.”

	 

	It’s the same with Catholicism. They don’t want you in your own Bible and you have no right to make a judgment on what you read. Only Catholic leadership is the supposed sole source of authority that can rightly interpret the Bible and Jehovah’s Witnesses is just part two of that same teaching. Here’s another quote from them:

	 

	“But if each of us were left to himself, just because he has a copy of the Bible, and where to direct his movements independently, as he thought, it’s likely there would be a great deal of confusion or working in competition among us. We need a theocratic organization, Jehovah’s theocratic organization, in order to understand the Bible.”

	 

	So, they’re saying this: Don’t even think about picking a Bible up while alone. Just listen to us on this because you have no right so don’t mess up what we have going here. Here’s a direct quote from page 27 of The Watchtower, January 15th of 1983, and the first sentence is about as blunt as you can get:

	 

	“Fight against independent thinking. Let us face the fact; no matter how much Bible reading we have done; we would never have learned the truth on our own.”

	 

	And that’s because they claim the sole source of truth is The Watchtower. And again, they say to stay away from the Internet. Here’s a supposed dire warning from Jehovah’s Witnesses that was put out on the Internet in November of 1999 and addressed to their Kingdom Halls:

	 

	“The Internet enables one to communicate inexpensively with millions of others throughout the world and it opens the door to vast amounts of information. Many are concerned about readily available information that shows us how to build weapons, including bombs.”

	 

	Oh no! Besides bombs, guess what else they’re saying is bad? It’s being on the Internet. Here are more of their continued attempts to associate being online with dangers like bomb building:

	 

	“In addition to these dangers, there’s a more insidious danger, that Jehovah’s Witnesses in particular need to be on guard against. What’s this danger? Well, think of it. Would you invite a stranger into your home without first finding out whom he is? What if there is no way to find out? Would you allow such a stranger to be alone with your children? This is an indisputable possibility on the Internet.”

	 

	They literally claim Internet use to be worse than making bombs. Yes, for Jehovah’s Witnesses it is: Witnesses might learn something that is contrary to Jehovah’s Witnesses false teachings. But dire consequences are what Jehovah’s Witnesses is implying. They continue with the supposed evils of email:

	 

	“Electronic e-mail can be sent and received from people you don’t know. The same is true when we converse electronically in a forum or a chat room. Participants may, at times, claim to be Jehovah’s Witnesses but often they’re not. Someone may claim to be a youth when he or she is not. Or a person may falsely claim to be of a gender, but they may not...With this danger in mind, if you use the Internet, ask yourself: ‘What do I use it for? Is there a possibility that I could be harmed spiritually by how I am using it? Could I be contributing to the spiritual injury of others?’”

	 

	So, they’re telling Witnesses to keep away from that mouse! Can you believe they would actually put that into print for anyone to see? It’s information control they feel they need to use. Those followers might as well move to Siberia. Isn’t that what Communism does? It’s wild and they actually put it in print. Here’s more: 

	 

	“Consider for example, some Internet sites set up by individuals who claim to be Jehovah’s Witnesses. Can you tell for certain that these contacts have not been planted by apostates? The theocratic means through which we are fed spiritually is ‘the faithful and discreet slave.’ When we go to the Kingdom Hall, there’s no question that we’re with our brothers. We know them. It’s imperative that we stay close to our brothers in the congregation and use the remaining time wisely, thus making ourselves available for advancing the Kingdom interests.”

	 

	They’re saying this: Just stay with us, don’t think about venturing elsewhere, and don’t listen, see, ponder, or learn. We’ll take care of those aspects of life for you because only we dispense the real truth (that we’re deceiving you with). 

	 

	That’s a cult! Can you imagine living under that system? You’d be seriously freaked out! With that in mind, I want to give you same data from studies that have been done on the human mind that show how this type of system implemented by Jehovah’s Witnesses and most other cults, produces serious mental issues:

	 

	“Cult groups put an excessive burden of legalism upon their adherents and often these abhorrent groups require substantial commitments of time and energy from their membership in order to maintain a good standing [so they’re not kicked out]. Since cults are typically short on Grace and long on law [legalism,] mixed with group obligations, guilt-inducing teachings and isolationism [Put the mouse down!] lead to emotional and mental problems.”

	 

	Again, this is an actual study, and this is specifically about the teachings by Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	“Incidences of schizophrenia among them, is about three times as high as the rest of the general population, while figures for paranoid schizophrenia are nearly four times the general population.”

	 

	And the study surmised that the mental male functions, which are both bad, have to be from either one of two things or both:

	 

	“The study suggested that either Jehovah’s Witnesses teaching tends to attract an excess of pre-psychotic individuals who then break down, or being a Jehovah’s Witnesses itself is a stress that makes you go into that psychosis.”

	 

	I will say it’s mostly likely the latter. But there’s an actual scientific study proving the point that Witnesses are put under stress. People who get involved with Jehovah’s Witnesses become scared to death, can’t think for themselves, in fact they’re told not to, and they can’t talk to anyone except those loyal to the cult. So, leadership needs the followers to run from any outside influence and to immediately trash any materials given to them. What a horrible system of bondage! And since we looked at Jehovah’s Witnesses history, we know that a lot of the pressure on followers was kick started by “non-Judge” Rutherford. It was because of the split after Mr. Charles Russell died when Mr. Rutherford took over. What happened at that point? You’ll remember there was a mass exodus of followers, so what did Rutherford do to keep the numbers up? He instituted their door-to-door solicitation-recruiting campaign and forced every Witness to do it, except for himself. Then he clamped down on the whole organization for total control of everything followers do. Unfortunately, it worked. He got the recruiting and retention numbers up. 

	 

	Now I think the primary reason people stay with Jehovah’s Witnesses isn’t necessarily because they feel the teachings are so true. I’d say it’s more that leaving scares them to death and they don’t know anything else but Jehovah’s Witnesses because they’ve been put in an isolated bubble, which of course is a core cult practice. It’s not because it’s so popular or convincing. As we’ve seen, it’s easy to poke holes through Jehovah’s Witnesses teachings because they are so false. And with all that in mind, it’s hard to imagine how Jehovah’s Witnesses, with a straight face, continues to call themselves the true church and the rest of us, demonic. But let’s backtrack a bit and continue on with more analysis of the claims made by Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

	 

	“In the late 1800’s, a young man of 18 years by the name of Charles Taze Russell organized a Bible class in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. In 1879 he sought to popularize his ideas on doctrine, so he co-published The Herald of the Morning magazine...By 1884, Russell...renamed it The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom, and founded Zion’s Watchtower Tract Society (now known as the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society). Russell served as the teacher and guide for the organization which taught that Jesus returned invisibly in 1914 [as part of a long string of false promises from Russell and the rest of the organization] and is now reigning in Heaven. When Jesus finally returns physically to earth, which will happen at the time of the Battle of Armageddon, He will set up his earthly 1000-year kingdom.”

	 

	And listen: Here’s where they go off the rails again:

	 

	“During this 1000-year period, people will be resurrected and have a second chance to receive eternal salvation...”

	 

	What?! Is that what the Bible teaches? No! Hebrews 9:27 says, “It is appointed man to die once and then face judgment.” Not one of us is coming back. As we show in detail through our study, One Second After You Die, upon death, we either go straight to Heaven or immediately to Hell. And we won’t be coming back from either one. We only get one life, so reincarnation is a lie. New Age, Buddhism and Hinduism like to point at the Bible as a supposed supporter of reincarnation just because Scripture tells us we need to be born again. Well, that’s true but the Bible does not tell us to be born again and again and again and again. We are to be born again just one time and Scripture says that it is a spiritual birth. It’s not an actual physical rebirth and certainly doesn’t take place over multiple lifetimes. Again, Hebrews 9:27 says we die just one time. 

	 

	But for Jehovah’s Witnesses to teach that we get a second chance, is just like another cult, the Mormons, who say we can even have a second chance through baptism that we can get “after death.” Apparently this second chance can happen if living relatives baptize us after we’ve died. When hearing that, the deeply profound thought that stuck with me for days, was the incredible truth that dead people are lifeless. They don’t do anything so that must be another false belief. Seriously though, the Bible confirms that even though it’s also just common sense. When we’re dead, we’re dead, and that old body won’t be doing anything else. Our spirit has already arrived at its destination so baptizing our corpse is baloney. The Mormons even claim to have an answer for that guy who never got his chance to be saved. But again, it’s just a lie. Cults come up with these false teachings to tug at people’s heartstrings so the cult can sound regal and benevolent for supposedly handing out second chances like they’re God. It’s another reason people should run from them. 

	 

	And here’s what Jehovah’s Witnesses claims about salvation, after which we’ll see their supposed second crack at avoiding Hell:  

	 

	“We can receive eternal salvation by following the principles of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the faithful and discreet slave, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.”

	 

	What does that tell you? It’s not only a false path to salvation but even if a person could do it, they’d supposedly have to work their way there so it’s another works-based salvation like the cults profess. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach a works-based false gospel. It’s a false salvation and they even admit to teaching that the only way to get salvation is to work your way there as a member of the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization. It’s wrong on a multitude of levels and it gets even worse:

	 

	“After the Millennium, those who reject God and his organization [Jehovah’s Witnesses] will be annihilated.”

	 

	Is that what the Bible teaches? No. Once again, they choke on Hell. They try to soften the whole eternal damnation thing by portraying it as something that was too rough for God to allow. Well, yes, it’s rough, it’s supposed to scare people, and only an eternal punishment fits the crimes committed against an eternal God. Like it, or not, Heaven and Hell are both eternal. You can see that when the Bible talks about the False Prophet and the Antichrist. They will be thrown into the Lake of Fire at the end the Seven Year Tribulation and a thousand years later Satan is then thrown in with them, so Scripture says Satan is thrown into where the Antichrist and the False Prophet are. That means they will have been suffering there in that Lake of Fire for the entire thousand years. And it doesn’t say they get out; just that Satan joins them. Scripture even mentions that the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever and ever and ever.

	 

	There are similar verses in Matthew that talk about the righteous having eternal life and the others receiving eternal punishment. How long is our eternal life in Heaven? It’s forever, right? Well guess what. The same verse says the bad place is also forever.

	 

	But according to another Jehovah’s Witnesses’ false teaching, non-Jehovah’s Witnesses will only experience a sudden “poof” as they are annihilated, and in that way, cease to exist. Of course, that’s another lie, as is Jehovah’s Witnesses’ claim that Witnesses will receive the following reward if they work their tails off in this life as part of the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization: 

	 

	“The rest of the Jehovah’s Witnesses who have faithfully followed God’s organization on earth will be saved from eternal annihilation and reside forever on Paradise earth.”

	With that sort of belief, there is another parallel between Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormonism that involves the Mormon’s supposed path to the three kingdoms but only for their followers who really work hard for Mormonism. It also requires them to go through the Mormon temple. To get there, they have to pay up, so it’s spiritual extortion. Similarly, Jehovah’s Witnesses has two different levels, which we’ll talk about more, later, but their path to the top ends with a follower hoping to make it to the exclusive club of 144,000. Unfortunately, it’s only a big fat popular false teaching but that’s what they profess and here’s more on that from Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

	 

	“Heaven, however, is a place for a special group of 144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses—the only ones who are born again...”

	 

	Is that true? What does the Bible say? It tells us that anyone who comes to Christ is born again. But, whatever; they continue:

	 

	“And who alone are allowed to take communion...”

	 

	What?! According to the Bible, any Christian can take Communion. We’ll get to that more in a minute, but as far as Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Communion ceremony, they only hold one annual Communion per year at a special service.

	 

	“These are the ones who have ‘immortal life’; all other Witnesses have ‘everlasting life.’”

	 

	So that’s their two categories. The also-ran followers only get everlasting life.

	 

	“Those with immortal life do not have resurrected bodies. They have ‘spirit bodies.’ Those on Paradise Earth have everlasting life and consists of a resurrected body that must be maintained through eating, rest, etc.”

	 

	So just like the Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses created a spiritual caste society because that’s what groups do when perpetrating a works-based religion. The Jehovah’s Witnesses bait their followers to work at least a little bit for the organization so they’ll be kept from annihilation. But they can work harder and pay more cash to get a higher reward. 

	 

	Likewise, the Mormons say, if the followers really work hard for the organization and contribute enough money, they’ll make it to the super-duper top dog “Celestial Kingdom.” And with that package you can become your own God and your wife can be a Goddess who is forever pregnant as part of the process where she populates your planet with “Spirit Babies.” Yes, you’re probably having the same reaction I did. I’m thinking the ladies won’t want to do that, right? Can you imagine having fifty, or even five hundred, babies; forever being pregnant or giving birth? Well ladies, if you’re interested in being a Mormon, there’s your so-called reward. I’m sure the one who came up with that was a guy.

	 

	It’s no different with Jehovah’s Witnesses. They say you can do and pay more to make it to the top and be one of those 144,000 who are truly born again and living in Heaven. Or, as an everyday run-of-the-mill Witness, you can survive the annihilation of all non-Jehovah’s Witnesses and at least enjoy the little paradise thing happening back on Earth.

	 

	So, what is with Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teaching about the 144,000? Well, it’s a perversion of two Bible chapters. Scripture tells us about the 144,000 in Revelation 7 and 14. In the first occurrence, Revelation 7:3 says this:

	 

	“Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God. Then I heard the number of those who were sealed.” 

	 

	…And it was 144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses! Is that how the verse ends? No, but it does tell us who the real 144,000 are:

	 

	“Then I heard the number of those who were sealed—144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel.”

	 

	They are Israelites! It says so right there! It even goes on to detail the number of those who come from each of Israel’s tribes: 

	 

	“From Judah 12,000, from Reuben 12,000, from Gad 12,000...” 

	 

	It goes on to list 12,000 from each of Israel’s 12 tribes. For those of you hooked on math, what is the resulting number for 12,000 from each tribe, multiplied by 12 tribes? That equals 144,000. So right off the bat, the Bible tells us they are Israelites. When witnessing to a Witness, if we can even get that far before they label us an apostate and run away, our first question when they bring up the 144,000 should be something like, “Oh, really? You’re one of the 144,000, huh? So, you’re a Jew?” And the second question would be, “Which tribe are you from?” Here’s the next occurrence in Revelation 14:1:

	 

	“Then I looked and there before me was the Lamb, standing on the mountain of Zion, and with him 144,000 who had His name and His Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard the sound from Heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like the harpist playing their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one can learn the song except the 144,000 who have been redeemed from the earth. These are those who did not defile themselves with women.”

	 

	Whoa! Now that last verse just cut the possibilities in half. The 144,000 are not only Jews from one of the 12 tribes, but they can only be men. Oops! Well, I guess all those Jehovah’s Witnesses ladies have no chance. It’s crazy that Jehovah’s Witnesses would even attempt to obfuscate this teaching. And it gets way more specific showing that their men are also disqualified and it’s for other reasons even besides the Jewish part:

	 

	“They kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless.”

	So not only do these 144,000 have to be Jewish men, but these guys must never be defiled with a woman, they follow Jesus everywhere, and can never have lied. Any Jehovah’s Witness who has ever lied would automatically be disqualified and any person anywhere who says they’ve never lied, just did, which disqualifies them all the way around.

	 

	Now you can see more clearly why I say Jehovah’s Witnesses’ New World Translation is not a translation at all; instead, it’s an outright perversion of the Bible. And you can see why they don’t want their followers looking at a real Bible. When their claims are checked against Scripture, lies like their assertions about the 144,000 are uncovered, showing that large group from the Bible has nothing to do with Jehovah’s Witnesses and also has nothing to do with the Christian Church. But Jehovah’s Witnesses are counting on the fear they’ve instilled in their followers, keeping them from checking real Scripture for themselves. This is what cults do. They cherry pick, pull passages out of context, and outright change and pervert God’s word. 

	 

	That teaching goes right along with Jehovah’s Witnesses other beliefs about not celebrating Christmas or birthdays, only speaking of God as Jehovah, not participating in the military, not taking blood transfusions, and that Jesus died on a pole. It’s all to draw attention to their uniqueness of beliefs but unfortunately it comes at the expense of disseminating false teachings. And the completely unbiblical 144,000 teaching is one of their main doctrines. 

	 

	Since Jehovah’s Witnesses have built their caste system through use of their crazy ideas about the Bible’s 144,000, my question is this. How does anyone in the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization know if they’ll be part of that top 144,000 group? So that’s got to be an important question within Jehovah’s Witnesses. How do they know if they’ll get one of those spots at the top of their caste system? Well, believe or not, they just don’t know. Listen to how crazy this is. Even as recently as 2007, Jehovah’s Witnesses said the 144,000 were those who made up the faithful and discreet slave. So, forget the average Joe or Joanne. Up until that time the people calling the shots at Jehovah’s Witnesses said it was only them. But as of 2013, that idea was considered to be “old light.” What is that phrase code for? It’s the little group of Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership acknowledging, only to themselves, something like this: “Hey, we got it wrong again guys. Well, Bob, I guess that means we need to create more beliefs.” Their old and new light just means they are making it up as they go.  

	 

	Then they changed the 144,000 to be only the Jehovah’s Witnesses governing body. So, at that point it was still not all the followers and not even any average Jehovah’s Witnesses Joes. And with the announcement that it was just the governing board, leadership demanded absolute unquestionable obedience from all Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide and for no one to question their “new light.”  

	 

	It’s the same sort of change made back with Russell when he said the 144,000 were the spiritual elite. Their idea of the 144,000 bounces around like their ever-evasive source of truth that jumps from a specific person, to a different person, to the head of a group, to the whole group, to the governing body, and on and on. Whenever they have a split in the organization, their belief again changes but they still have the nerve to claim it’s all straight from God. 

	 

	I think their constant vacillating about who the 144,000 are is out of necessity and they’ll probably have to change it again soon. I’ll get to that in a minute. But imagine if you’re a Jehovah’s Witness and what I’m going to share with you are the ways they’re deciding it today. One of their acid tests is whether or not a follower gets to take part in the annual communion. Only 144,000 can be a part of that exclusive group so Jehovah’s Witnesses say any who are not in the 144,000 club, must not take communion, so no one else should dare touch the communion as it’s passed around. Let’s look at that aspect:

	 

	“The Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate the communion supper only once a year. In their annual communion service, the congregations gather in their various kingdom halls. This is done on the 14th of Nissan, the Passover date on the Jewish calendar, which usually falls in March or April of each year on our Gregorian calendar. During the service, the cup is passed from Jehovah’s Witness to Jehovah’s Witness. None of them partake--except the very few who are of the 144,000.”

	 

	So, the others just sit there while, once in a blue moon, instead of passing the cup like everyone else, a person might actually raise the cup and drink a sip. That person is supposedly one of the 144,000. Can you imagine sitting there year after year and one day someone finally takes a drink? That’s got to cause quite a celebration, right? But as average Witnesses, even if a person drinks from the cup, that person still can’t know if they even should have; if he or she is really one of the 144,000. Listen to this from the January 2016 edition of The Watchtower, pages 20 and 21, paragraph 15, about how followers can supposedly know if they’re part of the 144,000 and keep in mind that this has changed from Russell to Rutherford and then again in 1935, as well as 2007, to finally bring the teaching to where it’s at today:

	 

	Header: “Have you been called?”

	 

	“Perhaps you’re wondering if you have received this wonderful invitation [to be one of the 144,000.] If you think that you might have, ponder six important questions. Do you feel that you have more than average zeal in the ministry? Are you a keen student of God’s Word who loves to delve into ‘the deep things of God?’ Have you seen Jehovah’s special blessing on your ministry? Do you have a burning desire to do Jehovah’s will? Do you have a deep inner feeling of responsibility to help others spiritually? Have you seen proof that Jehovah has personally intervened in your life? If you answer these questions was a resounding yes, does this mean that you now have the Heavenly calling [as one of the 144,000]? No, it does not.” [Emphasis added]

	 

	So, a follower might think that them saying, “yes,” to all those questions would make them one of the 144,000. But The Watchtower is saying, “Think again! No, it doesn’t.” Isn’t it amazing to see the amount of mental torture they put in their teachings? Here’s more: 

	 

	“No, it does not. Why not? Because these are not unique feelings experienced only by those who have their Heavenly calling. Jehovah’s spirit works with equal force in those who have the hope of living forever on earth. In fact, if you are wondering whether you’ve received the Heavenly calling, that would in itself indicate that you have not received it. Those called by Jehovah do not wonder whether they have been invited or not! They know!”

	 

	Well then why did they present the questionnaire to their followers?! They baited the Witnesses into feeling ashamed for even pondering whether they are one of the 144,000, yet leadership was the instigator by asking them the questions so they would speculate over it! Can you believe that? I’m directly quoting their doctrine. And what does that proclamation foment? Because of that teaching, Witnesses are likely to look with suspicion at anyone else in the organization who partakes of the cup at their annual communion ceremony. The Watchtower stokes that flame of suspicion even more with this quote from them and keep in mind that the “Memorial” is their annual communion gathering where “the count” is a written record of anyone who drinks from the cup so that headquarters knows how many are out there:

	 

	“Those taking the count at the Memorial cannot judge [those] who truly have the Heavenly hope. The number of partakers includes those who mistakenly think that they’re anointed. Some who at one point started to partake of the emblems later stopped. Others may have mental or emotional problems that lead them to believe that they will rule with Christ in Heaven. Therefore, the number of partygoers does not accurately indicate the number of anointed ones left on earth.”

	 

	Can I translate that for you? Nobody knows; not even those who made it, unscathed, through The Watchtower test that set all Witnesses up for failure. Again, The Watchtower instigated followers asking themselves the list of questions, and then if anyone felt they could answer “yes,” leadership slapped them in the face. And through all that, even if some guy, or lady, feels he or she has enough assurance to go ahead and drink from the cup while everyone else is staring at them, The Watchtower suggests that person might have mental problems or, in some other way, be wrongly impersonating one of the 144,000. 

	 

	All that comes directly from the organization and I’ve found records of the count. In their magazine, Jehovah’s Witnesses include a caveat about the accuracy of the number of communion cup partakers and it underlines the issue they’re having with that count being above the 144,000. So as one guy puts it,

	 

	“Quite possibly, they’re going to be forced to re-examine this doctrine again.”

	 

	What are they going to do now? By their own records, they’re over 144,000. Now that we’re somewhat educated on this cult, we can take an educated guess their solution will most likely involve some “new light,” their faulty “old light,” which will again imply that God must have mistakenly given them some old dingy light they were forced to discard. Of course, their new light could be anything. Because they just make it up as they go, this time their neighbor’s dog may be one of the 144,000. But that’s what we get from cults and it happens every time people get outside the Bible.

	 

	On the subject of Communion, what does the Bible say? The Communion supper is for the body of Christ of all believers who have trusted in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. It’s open to all Christians. Scripture puts no number on those saved and certainly doesn’t cap the number who can take Communion at 144,000. That is completely unbiblical. From Scripture, as far as the act of taking Communion, the meaning and purpose of it has nothing to do with the Bible’s portrayal of 144,000 saved, virgin, male, and completely honest Jews.

	 

	And Jehovah’s Witnesses’ false teaching about the 144,000 being the only people born again, is another lie. Again, what does the Bible say? John 3 tells us that all who come to Jesus Christ, whether it’s a Pharisee like Nicodemus or anyone else, are born again. When we are born again, “anothen” in the Greek, it means we are “born from above” or “born from a higher place.” It’s a spiritual birth at the moment of salvation that happens to any and all who are truly Christians. They are indwelled and sealed by the Holy Spirit. Everyone genuinely born again is a Christian that is filled with the Holy Spirit. It’s not just for some magical capped number that happens to appear in the Bible, like 144,000. Another false belief put out by Jehovah’s Witnesses is that the anointed class are the only ones declared righteous. Excuse me?! Romans 5 says, ALL who come to Jesus Christ through His sacrifice are declared righteous.  

	 

	On and on and on it goes; they keep getting so much wrong and now you’re starting to understand why Jehovah’s Witnesses are bent on putting up strict parameters for their followers. It’s to keep members from thinking for themselves, reading the Bible by themselves, surfing the Internet alone, or even looking at supposed “apostate” material, which they claim is anything doctrinal that is not produced by Jehovah’s Witnesses. This is all while the organization asserts that their beliefs are true but if that’s the case, their teachings should be easily defended, right? That’s just pure logic and common sense. Still, as we’ve seen over and over again, it doesn’t take much to poke holes in their beliefs. Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership can’t allow that because their teachings are not from God and are not the sole channel of truth that the Bible is. Scripture has been proven accurate over and over again, as opposed to what we see with Jehovah’s Witnesses that happens every time man gets his fingers into the truth. They start perverting truth and end up being wrong a lot.  

	 

	The solution is so simple: just stick with the truth God presented in his Scriptures! Though it doesn’t supply ill-gotten gains to cult leaders, God’s biblical truth does easily expose the false teachings of man. 

	 

	In the next chapter, we’ll move on to Jehovah’s Witnesses’ prophecy chronology and other areas where they draw distinctions from other beliefs. We’ll cover the biblical evidence about Jehovah’s Witnesses claims like, whether Scripture says it’s wrong to celebrate a birthday or have a blood transfusion. We’ll also explore their method of disfellowshipping in great detail, as far as what they really do to people and how it unfortunately destroys those folks and their families. Disfellowshipping is Jehovah’s Witnesses’ ultimate fear tool to keep followers locked into their cult.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Five

	————————————

	Aberrant Beliefs & Disfellowshipping

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	By the secular and biblical definitions, we’ve seen that Jehovah’s Witnesses are a cult because they veer from who God, Jesus, and man are, as well as what salvation is and the truth of God’s Trinity. They have a false works-based gospel. We saw that Seventh Day Adventists influenced the founder, Charles Taze Russell. When he passed away, Judge Rutherford took over, who was not a judge. So even his self-imposed title was just one of his and Jehovah’s Witnesses’ many lies. After those two, leadership transferred to the Watchtower Society. 

	 

	We also looked at Jehovah’s Witnesses’ beliefs and found their teachings are messed up and that’s putting it mildly. They get it wrong on all of the above we listed, along with their idea that God does not know all things and He’s not everywhere. So, in their version, He would not even be God. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim Jesus, the Son of God, is only the archangel Michael, who is just a created being. They say this even though those two figures are as different as night and day. We also looked at the Watchtower Society.

	 

	After that we started into my theory of what I would call, typical unique cult behavior, which are beliefs and practices cults follow to have something that makes them different than other groups. It’s a way to seek attention by projecting something like, “Look at us! We do or say this or that, which no one else does.” Or, “We don’t do or believe that, like everyone else does.” Or, “We’ve got a secret truth and take a look at our secret behavior. We’re the only ones who...” 

	 

	That’s exactly what we saw in the last chapter with their version of the Cross, and the 144,000. They claim the Cross was a pole and the 144,000 are all Witnesses but they can’t even say which of them is one. Of course, the truth is that the Bible describes those 144,000 as completely honest virgin Jewish men. And it’s no surprise that teaching isn’t working out for them so they’re probably going to do what they’ve done with so many their other beliefs they supposedly got from God: they’ll obfuscate the truth, change whenever they get caught, and just make it up as they go while always professing to have received some supposed “new light.”

	 

	Contrast that with what Christians believe. Does our Bible change every year? No! It always stays the same because God is the same yesterday, today, and forever! His word is the Rock so if you don’t budge from Scripture, you’ll never be successfully duped and steered wrong. Unfortunately for all those followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Scripture is not their source of truth. 

	 

	Now let’s take a deeper look at Jehovah’s Witnesses cult behavior:

	 

	“When you study with the Jehovah’s Witnesses, you agree to attend five meetings a week where you are taught from Watchtower literature.”

	 

	Notice that it doesn’t mention that the teachings come from their perverted version of the Bible, the New World Translation, which we’ll have a whole chapter about. They are primarily spoon-fed straight from materials put out by the Watchtower Society.

	 

	“You cannot be baptized until you have studied their material for at least six months and have answered numerous questions before a panel of elders. Men are not [Here comes some of their legalism.] supposed to have long hair or wear beards, and women are to dress in modest apparel. They refuse to vote, salute the flag, sing the ‘Star Spangled Banner,’ celebrate birthdays or Christmas, won’t take blood transfusions, and they say you cannot join the armed forces.”

	 

	So, let’s explore their teachings on birthdays, Christmas, blood transfusions, and the armed forces. Should we refrain from those activities? Well, let’s take a look at that evidence and again, my theory is that these practices are just Jehovah’s Witnesses way to draw a distinction for themselves, making them appear different and more spiritual than the rest of us because they not only have a messed-up version of the Cross, unfortunately, but they’re so spiritual they don’t even celebrate birthdays. Who wouldn’t want to have birthday parties? So, they must have secret knowledge the rest of us are missing. It’s got to be true, right? No, it’s not. Jehovah’s Witnesses are forbidden to celebrate birthdays and obviously those who suffer the most are their children. But Jehovah’s Witnesses rationalize it by saying birthday celebrations are sinful. Can you believe that? 

	 

	There are four reasons they give to try justifying their decree against birthday celebrations. The first two assert that “people died at the two birthdays mentioned in the Bible” and “the day of your death is better than your birth.” Jehovah’s Witnesses even rationalize their ban on birthdays by saying it supposedly gives undue honor to the birthday person. Hmmm...I think I’ll take a birthday party anyway. I like what one guy said: 

	 

	“Everyone is going to die but, personally, I’m going to make it the last thing I do.”

	 

	The other two reasons they give for quashing birthday celebrations is about the lack of birthday commemoration by some Jews and early Christians, as well as birthdays supposedly having pagan roots. You’ll see this pagan birthday thing with a lot of cults. We’ll examine that view in a minute but let’s deal with the first one about how the only two birthday parties in the Bible involved a person who attended them that died. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim the Bible must have included those as examples to warn us to avoid birthday parties. That’s their most prominent rationale they cite for not allowing birthday parties. But the Bible records all kinds of ways people died. Does this mean we should avoid anything in the Bible that is associated with incidents of death?

	 

	So, let’s begin to peel that teaching apart by looking at those two mentions of birthdays in Scripture. Does their contention, make sense? First of all, both people mentioned in the Bible, who were celebrating birthdays were not even people of God, so should we use a non-Christian’s behavior to determine our own? That’s not the biblical standard. The two people mentioned were Pharaoh of Egypt and Herod Antipas. The Pharaoh hung a baker who had been in prison with Joseph, and Herod Antipas was the daughter of Herodias who asked Herod for, and got, the head of John the Baptist. So, both are mentioned in the Bible and both died. But again, neither were worshipers of God and we don’t draw our standards from non-believers. That behavior was from secular people.

	 

	Second, have you noticed that murder is not a common part of the traditional birthday party? Nowhere has it been tradition at birthday celebrations and we’re all pretty happy with that. If it weren’t so, we’d have stopped any death parties long ago. But I’m getting off track. 

	 

	So, Jehovah’s Witnesses is again wrenching parts of the Bible completely out of context and using them as their whole justification, but that’s what they do. Are extreme examples appropriate to use as a plumb line for universal decisions like no birthday celebrations? Well, let’s apply that logic to other areas the Bible mentions, and I’ll show you just how crazy their notion is. 

	 

	If Jehovah’s Witnesses want us to assume the inclusion of a bad behavior in the Bible means we can’t say anything to the contrary and must automatically stay away from it, then should we steer clear of dogs, which are mentioned forty times? Dogs are even disparaged in the Bible. So, does the Watchtower come to the conclusion that we shouldn’t own a dog? That should be their natural belief if the organization was being consistent with their train of logic.

	 

	Another biblical topic is the wearing of eye paint. Scripture mentions it twice. It’s in reference to the wicked Queen Jezebel and also apostate Israel. Does the Watchtower forbid eye makeup? No. And it wouldn’t be biblical if they did so why the inconsistency? If they’re going to apply that standard to birthdays and makeup, they should not have dogs. Jehovah’s Witnesses are opening a Pandora’s Box with that kind of thinking. They could take anything out of Scriptural context to claim it’s bad and that people can’t be part of it.

	 

	Let’s explode their assertions some more with another of their teachings that says the day of your death is better than your birthday. Of course, they rip that out of context from Solomon’s book of Ecclesiastes. It’s Verse 7:1, which says this:

	 

	“A good name is better than precious oil and one’s day of death is better than the day of one’s being born.”

	 

	From that passage, Jehovah’s Witnesses claim we can’t celebrate birthdays because it gives undue honor to that person and if people really want to throw a party for us, it should be in celebration of our death. Well first of all, that’s not even what Solomon was talking about; so again, they took it completely out of context. Solomon continues by saying that, at death, a person leaves a legacy testifying to whether or not they were righteous. That’s the whole context of the passage, which has nothing at all to do with a birthday, including whether or not to celebrate one. Now let’s look at some analysis of their Watchtower logic by finding out what the rest of that verse tells us, to see if their logic holds up any better:

	 

	“Solomon continues by saying vexation is better than laughter, a funeral is better than a banquet, and mourning is better than rejoicing. Solomon does not forbid being happy or attending a banquet. Nor does he forbid celebrating one’s birth any more than he forbids accumulating good oil. The intention of these passages is not an opinion about birthday celebration. It’s about the importance of working on and gaining a character of wisdom.”

	 

	It’s about what your life amounts to by the end of it and has nothing to do with birthdays. So, they completely claw the whole thing out of context and actually accuse those of celebrating their children’s birthdays, of giving “undue honor” to that child. Really? Well, if that’s what they want to tell their people, here’s some analysis about whether their teachings break their own rule:

	 

	“There’s nothing wrong with giving somebody individual special attention. If this truly is a reason to avoid a birthday party or celebrations, then logically, should that not also apply to graduation parties? [Why was it just birthdays?] How about retirement parties? How about wedding anniversaries? How about celebrating a good school report? A wedding feast, such as the one attended by Jesus, would have the same elevating effect on the newly married couple.”

	 

	Could it have been wrong for Jesus to be there at that wedding? No. Yet it elevated a newly married couple with as much importance, celebration, and honoring as a birthday party normally does, right? But Jesus attended that event to honor and celebrate the couple so what’s the big deal? Are Jehovah’s Witnesses saying Jesus sinned?

	 

	“A baby shower, [which is also a birth-day celebration,] puts the new mother and child in the spotlight. Even a simple announcement at the Kingdom Hall that a certain individual is pioneering that month (Committing to a certain amount of time preaching) tends to draw prominence to that one.”

	 

	So those pioneering announcements, by Jehovah’s Witnesses at their Kingdom Halls, gives importance and acknowledgement. And that’s even before the person set out to achieve their goal. They only committed to the task. If we’re following Jehovah’s Witnesses logic, shouldn’t that too be considered wrong? In their own camp, they’re giving that person undue honor, right?

	“It’s also common for [Jehovah’s] Witnesses to receive gifts after their baptism. They even provide a celebratory meal for that person.”

	 

	Well, that’s interesting. How’s that any different than a birthday party or giving honor to someone in any of the other examples? And by the way, some Witnesses do celebrate birthdays and in fact, there are a lot of them. But they get in big trouble if caught. We’ll get to that in a minute.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses third line of reasoning against birthday celebrations is that the early Church and the Jewish people supposedly didn’t do so.

	 

	“But it’s inconclusive as to whether early Christians avoided birthdays as a universal stance, and we do not need the Bible to sanction birthdays for them to be acceptable any more than a range of matters not covered in the Bible. The Bible does not state that wedding anniversaries are acceptable.”

	 

	Does Scripture speak against anniversary celebrations? No. Does that make them wrong? No…not at all. The Bible says nothing about building a church facility and if you want to get technical, the early Church met in homes. So, if only early-Church methods are to be followed, what are we doing holding meetings in our church buildings? And don’t Witnesses meet in large buildings they call Kingdom Halls? So, if they want to pull out the early Church card, how can they justify putting up all those large buildings for their followers? The whole thing is inconsistent, including even their own behavior.

	 

	Besides a couple Bible figures dying at birthday parties, the other prominent argument they make is that birthday celebrations are supposedly from pagans and we shouldn’t have anything to do with pagan practices. Let’s take a look at that. Their premise is that we must avoid anything having to do with pagans. Well, I think you’ll verify this, but it’s blatantly obvious that our generation has not been the first to pop onto this planet. That means we have a whole Christian and non-Christian history, including all the behaviors they engaged in, and still do. Does that mean we should only do what previous Christians have done and not do anything a non-Christian did? Of course, that’s unrealistic. Almost everything has been pagan at one time or another and let me give you some examples to illustrate how irrational Jehovah’s Witnesses teaching is:

	 

	“Almost everything is pagan. Pagans have done virtually everything we do, including most of what Jehovah’s Witnesses do day-to-day. This extends beyond necessary daily activities, such as bathing, eating, drinking, and working.”

	 

	Still, Jehovah’s Witnesses want to isolate birthday parties. So again, that’s inconsistent and I wonder if they know pagans bathed. Now don’t laugh because you’ve probably replicated another pagan practice, which is the use of a shower. And praise God for those, right? Otherwise we’d all be wearing nose plugs. But think about it: pagans have always, and probably always will, eat and drink. They take food into their bodies so maybe we should discontinue both, right? Yeah, most of us would last less than a week. Did pagans go to work to earn a living? Hey, if so, there’s our ultimate excuse and it goes something like this: 

	 

	“Yes, I and my whole family have been unemployed for hundreds of years because pagans are known to work. We’re being spiritual and you productive sorts are heathens.” No, that’s just being lazy and as the saying goes, “If you don’t work, you don’t eat.” Right? So anyway, that’s their rationale. Here’s more:

	 

	“The life of a Witness is filled with pagan practice, such as the wearing of neckties and perfume, celebrations with piñatas, flying of kites, and even use of the calendar, which is named after Roman gods.”

	 

	Have you ever heard why perfume became popular? Before “pagan” showers, people stunk so badly, folks came up with something sweet smelling to throw on them. But again, that came from pagans. Even our everyday calendar is from Roman pagans. 

	 

	So, we can’t escape from pagans as part of most areas of our lives, which were all experienced and lived before us, by pagans. But Jehovah’s Witnesses want to isolate one aspect of life while saying nothing about all the rest. That’s inconsistent and not how truth works. Truth is absolute. If it’s true for one thing, it’s going to be true for everything. That’s what makes it true and it’s what makes God’s words the truth. It doesn’t matter what generation we’re a part of; if God says, “no,” then the answer is, “no,” for all time. Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses are not consistent as they cherry pick, twist Scripture, and don’t even follow their own logic.

	 

	“Weddings are laden with paganism, including the ceremony, cake, dress, burning of candles and the wedding ring. Yet, for some reason a Witness is allowed to participate in most wedding practices but forbidden to throw confetti.”

	 

	So, the confetti is categorized as pagan, but all the rest of the wedding practices, which pagans also engaged in, are just fine. Inconsistent seems to consistently come up with their teachings. Now if they want to stay away from pagan practices, what about banning wedding presents because of this:

	 

	“The giving of wedding presents is accompanied by a murder in the Bible. David was required to ‘supply the foreskins of two hundred slain Philistines as a dowry to King Saul.’ [Also,] Pharaoh killed the inhabitants of Gezer and gave the city as a wedding gift to his daughter, Solomon’s wife.”

	 

	Following Jehovah’s Witnesses logic, they should not allow presents at Witness weddings because the Bible tells stories about weddings where people gave horrific sinful gifts. Of course, it’s all illogical but unfortunately, consistent with cult practices. They cherry pick verses completely out of context to draw attention for having unique beliefs. That’s seems to be exactly what Jehovah’s Witnesses do with birthday parties. 

	 

	Now let’s see if we can find guidance on this topic from the Bible, which is always our best source for anything it addresses. The Bible tells us life and children are gifts from God so we should be excited about news of a baby because kids are a blessing from God. Psalm 127:5 says, “Blessed is the man whose quiver is full [of children].” Back in the day, families needed help on the farm and enough family members to protect the home area. A huge blessing would be a bunch of sons that could take care of business. Praise God, most of the time, that’s not an issue these days but my dad was thankful for his two sons who could help with the yard work and sometimes provide back-busting construction labor. So, in biblical times, children were a good thing. They were a blessing and still are today. Among other celebrations listed here, the Bible tells us angels celebrated Jesus’ birth: 

	 

	“Later, the Magi presented the infant Jesus with gifts that were accepted by Joseph and Mary. Job, an ‘upright and blameless man,’ celebrated with his children, in what was possibly their birthday celebration. God does not object to commemoration, with a number of yearly festivals, memorials, and celebrations in the Jewish calendar. The Apostle Paul...does not criticize Christians that celebrate a particular day as special but does condemn those that are judgmental.”

	 

	And being judgmental is exactly what Jehovah’s Witnesses do with their ban on birthday parties, as well as with many of their other false teachings. Paul said this in Romans 14:5,6,10:

	 

	“One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers everyday alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. ... But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God…?”

	 

	So, Paul tells us to stop that. And speaking of hypocrites, as Paul just did, guess who originally had no problem celebrating birthdays? That’s right, it was Jehovah’s Witnesses. We’ve seen this so many times with cults where one day, they’ll just decide followers can’t do something that had been perfectly fine with the cult leadership for years or even decades. It’s the same with Jehovah’s Witnesses and birthdays. Even though Jehovah’s Witnesses claim to be and have the sole source of truth on earth, they celebrated birthdays up until the 1950’s. 

	 

	The organization says Noah, Moses, and even King David, were Jehovah’s Witnesses and that chain of command was supposedly lost until the 1800’s when Charles Taze Russell came on the scene to kick it in again. And Russell, followed by Rutherford, were supposedly man’s sole source of truth during each of their decades of Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership. But those guys allowed birthday celebrations! Since Jehovah’s Witnesses said they were the only legitimate source of Bible interpretation, why did they allow it and now it’s not allowed?

	 

	How could Jehovah’s Witnesses possibly answer that question? Can they say those founders got it wrong? No, they can’t, because Russell and Rutherford were sold to the followers as the all-knowing sole sources of truth for their time. Just as it is today, this was taught by those men while the organization also claims God is not all-knowing (omniscient). So, since Jehovah’s Witnesses can’t admit their infallible leaders were wrong, they have to just shy away from what those founders claimed. And if that’s the case, why aren’t they shying away from all the other teachings previous Jehovah’s Witnesses leaders got wrong with their claims? It’s inconsistent. But as far as birthday celebrations, this was actually printed on page 16 of their January 1940 edition of The Watchtower magazine:

	 

	“Pardon me for intruding on your precious time, but I just can’t help letting you know how much I appreciate the phonograph which came to me on the morning after the 8th, which was my 80th birthday. It was indeed a birthday gift from Jehovah, to be used in proclaiming his name. May grace and strength to be given to me to do with my might what my hands find to do.”

	 

	So printed in their own magazine, was that Witness’ appreciation for what he considered a birthday present. 

	 

	Here’s a good conclusion to this birthday celebration discussion:

	 

	“If God wanted us to abstain from birthdays, it is reasonable to conclude he would have specified as much. With over 600 intricately detailed rules in the Mosaic Law, birthdays could have been mentioned if they were offensive to God, as they were a common practice in the surrounding nations at that time.” 

	 

	If something was bad for us that has been such a huge part of human life for millennia, you’d think we would have been warned in such a detailed list. Again, using Jehovah’s Witnesses justification to forbid certain practices is opening a Pandora’s Box. They could make just about anything bad. Did you know that cats were worshiped as gods in Egypt? Following Jehovah’s Witnesses logic, should we have cats? Banning cat ownership would be consistent with their birthday celebration logic.

	 

	As I said, many Jehovah’s Witnesses still celebrate birthdays in secret. It’s hypocrisy. Here’s more analysis of the effect their birthday-celebration ban has had:

	 

	“Now not only does this doctrine cause undue anxiety to young Witness followers, it also alerts one to the power the Watchtower leaders have over people, being able to convince their followers in mass to believe whatever it writes, regardless of how much biblical or logical support there is.”

	 

	It’s called brainwashing and it’s what cults do. 

	 

	So that’s their issue with birthdays and there’s another celebration Jehovah’s Witnesses claim is bad. They tell us we should not celebrate Christmas. While we’ll talk about this false teaching, here’s an area where we need to be careful not to act hypocritical. If Christmas, to you, is only about a white-bearded guy in the big red suit and you’re lying to your kids about some supposed flying reindeer, then don’t call it “Christmas.” You would be celebrating “Santamass.” 

	 

	Or, you might feel Christmas should be a time to focus on finding presents for other people, while maybe also receiving lots for yourself. If that’s the case, again, don’t call it Christmas. Call it “Consumermass.” 

	 

	And that’s the acid test. Are we really celebrating Jesus? If we want to celebrate a time we call “Christmas,” we need to put “Christ” back into Christmas. In theory, it should be about the birth of Jesus, right? For those of you accustomed to focusing your Christmas celebration on Christ, more power to you!

	 

	We just went through a detailed look at the logical acceptability of birthday celebrations, so why would it be wrong to celebrate the birth of Jesus? Let me give you some reasons Jehovah’s Witnesses say we absolutely should not. The first one they pull out is the same card they used on birthdays: Christmas has pagan roots so we must stay away from it. Well, they’re right that Christmas bells, candles, holly, and other yuletide decorations are mentioned in history as being part of pagan worship. But it doesn’t mean that’s what we’re doing as Christmas. Again, when I take a bath, am I assimilating with pagan-cleansing worship? And is the application of soap a step in my pagan ritual? No. I’m just taking a shower. Would Jehovah’s Witnesses say, “But pagans took showers!” Pagans may have and they could have even done it as a ritual. But that’s not what I’m doing. I’m just taking a shower so leave me alone.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses like to point out, “It’s pagan, it’s pagan!” Well, everything could be said to be pagan. If we followed their reasoning, which they don’t consistently do, we wouldn’t be able to do anything. We couldn’t go to work because that’s what pagans did, and we don’t want to identify with pagans. That’s crazy so we’ll just go to work. We need to work and last time I checked; most folks think feeding their family is admirable. It makes you popular in the family; at least on payday. So, yes, there are all kinds of things pagan people did like using bells, candles, and a Yule log. But again, that’s not what we’re doing.

	 

	Now as I mentioned, we Christians can talk about Jehovah’s Witnesses’ inconsistency, but let’s also check ourselves to be sure we keep our own focus on our Savior, Jesus Christ, when we celebrate His birth at Christmas. Bells are played at Christmas to help us reflect on the joyous news that Jesus saved us from Hell. That sure is wonderful news and given the opportunity to celebrate it, I will!

	 

	“Candles are lit to remind us that Christ is the Light of the world, a star is placed on top of a Christmas tree to remember the Star of Bethlehem, and gifts are exchanged to remind us of the gifts of the Magi to Jesus, the greatest gift of God to mankind.”

	 

	And the best gift of all is eternal life! But again, if all Christmas is about is just giving and getting gifts, we missed it completely. In fact, one study about Christmas says that 80% of people buy gifts for themselves. But it’s supposed to be about giving thanks and giving gifts. All this is why it can be hard to deal with the topic of Christmas because I think sometimes, we Christians also abuse it. On the one hand we point the finger at a false teaching about Christmas from the Jehovah’s Witnesses, but what are our own attitudes about Christmas?

	 

	Still dealing with Jehovah’s Witnesses ideas about supposed pagan Christmas practices, what about the Christmas tree? Well, let’s take a look at Jeremiah, Chapter 10, because every winter I get e-mails and phone calls about the supposedly pagan act of cutting down a Christmas tree. Let’s see what’s really going on with these often-misquoted first couple verses of Jeremiah and explore whether its mention of God and idols is really talking about how we should have no part of a Christmas tree:

	 

	“Here what the Lord says to you O house of Israel. This is what the Lord says, ‘Do not learn the ways of the nations or be terrified by the signs in the sky though the nations are terrified by them. For the customs of the peoples are worthless; they cut a tree out the forest and a craftsman shapes it with his chisel. They adorn it with silver and gold. They fasten it with hammer and nails so that it will not totter.”

	 

	That sounds just like a Christmas tree, right? We put it on the stand and throw tinsel and gold on it so it’s an idol, right? No, it’s not. First, the context shows he’s cutting a tree out of the forest. Is that what any of us do at Christmas? It’s very few, especially here in treeless Las Vegas. But we do buy trees that have been cut somewhere in a forest or tree farm. Is it because we’re acting like pagans? Do we violate this passage in Jeremiah? No, in those verses the people went into the forest because it was where their wood supply was, and they were craftsman who used it to fashion idols. They were idol makers. They carved the forest wood into the shape of an idol. The gold and silver they’re talking about is an overlay of precious metals that the idol-maker added to the idol. Then they fasten it to a base because the idol will end up in a shrine at a pagan temple or in a pagan home. The pagans will bow down and worship it. That’s the context.

	 

	Now I don’t think it’s true, but I’ll say Jehovah’s Witnesses are right if folks are bringing a Christmas tree into their house, bowing down to the thing, and praying to it for supplication. Yes, that’s a biblical violation. But I don’t think that’s what is going on with most of us. Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses rip a few verses out of context to tell us we can’t do something.

	 

	And Jehovah’s Witnesses have another beef with Christmas. Not only do they say the large trees in our living rooms are some sort of pagan idols, they say Christmas is not even celebrated on the right date. You may have heard that one about how it was not December 25th and the Catholic Church set its present date. Well, they could have, but railing against the chosen day is missing the point. How many people who left a written history of it knew the exact birth date of Jesus? It rhymes with none. That’s right, it’s none. No one has said. And I’ll even give them that late December was probably not a time when shepherds were even in the fields. I don’t discount that. Also, the Roman census was most likely not carried out at that time of the year. A better part of the year would maybe be more towards springtime. I get that too. But nobody knows so, to me, the point is that this certain date gives us an annual opportunity to commemorate what Jesus did, just like I annually celebrate the birthday of my wife and children. No matter how much some might dislike the date, December 25th gives us an annual opportunity. On top of that, even if we wanted to, we won’t be able to change that date. No group is going to start a successful trend that reverses all of society’s Christmas traditions. It is not going to happen so they would be wasting their time.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses have another issue with Christmas; they say the world celebrates Christmas and that’s just as bad as the pagan thing. I want to tell them, “Oh really, do you know the world also takes showers?” And, “Do you know the world goes to work?” Again, their logic makes no sense. 

	 

	Now I hope people do something like this in places all over the world where they celebrate Christmas, but here in our area, every year, because I have non-Christians come to my house for Christmas, I get to give them the Gospel. And boy do we give the Gospel because we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Before we do anything Christmas morning, we go through the Gospel of Luke. Whether Christian or non-Christian, nobody is going to open any present in my house before we go through Luke; my house, my rules. They’re going to sit there as the kids do, and we go through the Gospel of Luke using the symbolism of the Christmas tree, which is a fantastic way to show the Gospel.

	 

	The root of the tree is Jesse, who was the father of King David, whose lineage brought us Jesus. And it’s not just any tree; it’s an evergreen tree, which symbolizes everlasting life. Of course, the star on top is an important symbol and the whole tree reminds us that Jesus died for our sins on a tree. And then there is the beauty of all the diverse ornaments to represent the diverse people God is willing to save. He wants to save anyone and everyone, no matter what they look like or where they’re from. The gifts under the tree represent the greatest gift of all, which is of course, eternal life given to us by God.

	 

	So, at Christmas time, with the kids participating, every year our family goes through Chapter 2 of Luke. Each year we get the Gospel and I look forward to it because Christmas time is a wonderful celebration. It’s also about revisiting what the angel said at the birth of Jesus. Was it the bad news about how the practice of Christmas is a pagan thing? No! The angel announced the good news that the Messiah (the One who was to come), had arrived! So even though we were all doomed straight to Hell, with no way to reverse it, He came to rescue us, and the angel is announcing that there is hope because our sins can be forgiven, and we can go to Heaven! Yes, I’m going to celebrate that! 

	 

	But again, if we Christians want to condemn the extreme views of Jehovah’s Witnesses, let’s be sure of our own actions. Is our December holiday really about Christmas or have we too gone to the extreme? One guy says this:

	 

	“There is no biblical mandate to celebrate [Christmas...] or not to celebrate Christmas...Whatever Christians decide to do regarding Christmas, their views should not be used as a club with which to beat down or denigrate those opposing views, nor should either view be used as a badge of honor inducing pride over celebrating or not celebrating.” 

	 

	So, the point is, if you’re going to celebrate Christmas, do it the right way. But that certainly doesn’t mean you can’t do it and we’ve laid out reasons why. And by the way, there are plenty of biblical examples of celebration, which is what Christmas is supposed to be about. You see the examples of celebration from Mary, Zacharias, and Simeon. And again, the angels were singing, giving poetry, and hooting and hollering at Jesus birth. Remember too about how Mary celebrated her good fortune to soon be birthing Jesus. So again, even in the scripture we see the birth of Jesus is good and joyous news for all and certainly something worthy of celebration. One guy says this:

	 

	“When God looked down at our sinful planet, He saw the whole world of people in mortal danger. We celebrate Christmas because it was at Christmastime that the Rescuer of all mankind came down to save us from the hopeless situation we were in. God did not stay in Heaven; He came down to meet us where we were.”

	 

	That is worthy of celebration! So that’s the Christmas issue and now let’s go to the topic of blood transfusions. From three verses of the Bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that we’re going to end up in big trouble if you accept a blood transfusion. Here’s what they do with Acts 15:20 and it’s no shock that we start to see a pattern of them wrenching their teachings out of context from passages like this:

	 

	“Instead we should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals, and from blood.”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses uses that verse to teach that we should never have a blood transfusion. It’s their big justification. They also cite Genesis 9 where God warns about shedding human blood and Leviticus 17, which is God telling Moses that neither the Israelites, nor foreigners among them, are to eat blood. So, Jehovah’s Witnesses are claiming that the Bible’s directive, that we should not eat blood, means we shouldn’t have a blood transfusion. But a transfusion is not what those three passages are talking about. Taking the passages in context, it’s about not eating or drinking blood. And last time I checked, that’s not what’s happening during a blood transfusion. Thankfully, when receiving a blood transfusion, we’re not asked to drink it. That would be creepy and it’s not what’s going on in those passages. 
 

	On top of that, blood transfusions weren’t even possible in biblical times so how in the world could this Scripture be talking about a transfusion? There were, however, many pagan religious practices that involved eating and drinking blood or strangling an animal to keep more of its blood in the meat. That’s what the Bible is referencing. It’s not blood transfusions.

	 

	Now knowing that, listen to how Jehovah’s Witnesses scare their people into staying away from transfusions. They say if people take a blood transfusion, the sins of the person who that blood came from are going to get into the recipient’s veins so that he or she then starts committing those same sins. You probably think I’m joking but sadly, I’m not. Here’s a quote from page 564 of The Watchtower magazine, September 15th, 1961:

	“The poisons that produced the impulse to commit suicide, murder, or steal, are in the blood.”

	 

	Hey, that’s the ultimate excuse, right? You can say, “Sorry officer. I had to steal that because I got a blood transfusion that forced me to do it. It wasn’t me. It was the guy who had the blood. I’ve been honest my whole life but after that blood transfusion I just had to do it.” I know it’s ridiculous but that’s really what they’re saying.

	 

	And that’s not much different than what society has now done with homosexuality. The Bible says homosexuality is wrong but what is our world trying to use as an ultimate excuse? Just like Jehovah’s Witnesses saying blood transfusions bring the donors sins with it, the world is trying to tell us homosexuality is a biological thing so a homosexual just can’t help it because that’s the way he or she is. But it’s just a choice like choosing to steal, murder, or commit suicide, which is self-murder, are also choices. People don’t do those things because they received a blood transfusion.
 

	It gets even worse, as far as Jehovah’s Witnesses using that idea to scare their people away from receiving a blood transfusion. They say a blood transfusion is the same as eating blood. But of course, it’s not. Let’s take a look at it from a medical perspective to hopefully settle that issue:

	 

	“Medically, this is not the case. If you eat blood [which I don’t recommend,] you break it down into nutrients, which your body then uses. What makes it into your own blood stream is not blood at all. It has been completely broken down like any other food. That is what eating something is. Jesus Himself speaks of eating in Mark 7:19, specifically and necessarily, as ‘what goes into the stomach and is eliminated’ (or literally, passed out into the toilet.)”

	 

	So, it ceases to become blood because your body tears it all apart inside your gastric juices. It’s broken down just like any other food. A transfusion is not like receiving nourishment from eating a cheeseburger.

	 

	“A transfusion is quite different. The blood stays blood. It does not nourish you. A transfusion does what blood does. It carries oxygen that your body receives from your lungs, and nutrients that your body receives from food, and takes them through your body. But the blood does not provide you anything from itself.”

	 

	It’s like a transport system. That’s all it is. And that’s why it is not the same thing as eating blood; period. I like what one guy said:

	 

	“It is a noble thing to be willing to die rather than do evil; however, it is a tragic thing when a false teaching and misrepresentation of Scripture causes lives to be needlessly lost.”

	 

	And that is exactly what’s happening as Witnesses refuse to take blood transfusions. Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership has scared them to death (pun intended), by perpetrating a lie. Witnesses die from it and that’s what’s tragic about their belief.

	 

	Another teaching from Jehovah’s Witnesses is about how their followers are not to salute the flag or sing the “Star-Spangled Banner,” and if they join the military, they’re supposedly doomed. Well, let’s look at what the Bible has to say about that because it has all kinds of information about the military. 
 

	As a side note, you may agree that the military experiences recounted in the Bible are sometimes a saving grace during a year-long read through the Bible. You many have decided, often during a goal session at the beginning of the year, to read through the entire Bible that year. Maybe you vowed to accomplish it if it’s the last thing you’ll do. So, you started off well, easily making it through Genesis where there’s all kinds of action, including wars. You then get to Exodus and find more action with crazy plagues, wars, and pharaoh’s chariots chasing down the huge multitude of escaping Israelites. The pace probably motored down as you got into Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy where you were thinking, “Hey, it seems like I’ve heard this before.” And you had because, in Greek, Deuteronomy is “deuter” and “andnomas,” meaning, “second” and “law,” or, “the second telling of the law.” So, progress probably slowed a bit through those books. But then, what became your saving grace (so to speak)? 

	 

	Yes, it’s Joshua! Finally, you get more action with the conquest of the Promised Land! They fought terrible wars and even after Joshua died, in Judges, they still fought hard for the land God gave them.

	 

	That finally brings me to my point: right there from the beginning, in the first five books of the Bible, there are all kinds of wars and military campaigns. The Bible has all sorts of references, even analogies, about the military, being a soldier, and the Armor of God. If war is so horrible, why is God using those analogies in a positive light?

	 

	“The first example of military service is found in the Old Testament (Genesis 14), when Abraham’s nephew Lott was kidnapped…”

	 

	What did Abraham do? Did he just let it happen and figure Lot was just done for? No.

	 

	“Abraham rallied to Lot’s aid, gathering 318 trained men…”

	 

	After getting them together, were they trained to rake leaves? No! They were trained to fight so they could defeat the Elamites, which they did and freed Lot.

	 

	“Here we see armed forces engaged in a noble task—rescuing and protecting the innocent.”

	 

	That’s the ultimate issue and the theological term is, “just war.” The Bible stipulates that it should be a “just war” because there could be frivolous wars fought for ignoble causes like land expansion, instead of important reasons like rescuing the innocent, so I’m not advocating participation in anything other than a just war to rescue and protect the innocent.

	 

	Later in Bible history, over and over, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, and 2 Chronicles, recount war, after war, after war. You see that with the kings: Saul, David, and Solomon. In fact, Saul was the first to form a permanent military and David continued to build on Saul’s start. David increased the army, brought in hired troops from other regions, who were loyal to him alone, and turned over the direct leadership of his armies to Joab who was his commander-in-chief. David even established a system of rotating the troops with twelve groups of 24,000 men, each serving one month of the year. Although Solomon’s reign was peaceful, he further expanded the army adding chariots and horsemen.

	 

	So, Solomon didn’t even disband the military when it wasn’t needed for current battles. He built it up even more. A strong military is a crucial deterrent maintained in case it’s needed. But there is no need for countries to beef up their militaries today because humans are experiencing paradise on Earth with nations all getting along and rival peoples just hugging it out, right? The United States is especially having a great period of prolonged peace, right? Why am I even discussing this? Yes, I think you get my sarcasm. The world is completely messed up and getting worse! 

	 

	As men, we are called to defend our innocent women and children. We are to stand watch and deal with threats, whether it’s on a nationwide military scale or just someone wanting to mess with our family. Men need to be ready to rise up like Abraham did and protect or retrieve our family members, so no one harms them. Those kinds of threats require a just response to a just cause, which creates a just war protecting innocents. It’s the same thing for the microcosm that is our homes. Is it wrong for us to intervene if some guy plans to come into our house and shoot our family? No! As a man, we need to protect the home and do whatever it takes to do that. 
 

	Here’s more of the military-service information from the Bible and it’s about a Roman centurion (each centurion commanded a hundred soldiers):

	 

	“In the New Testament, Jesus marveled when a Roman centurion approached him. The centurion’s response to Jesus indicated his clear understanding of authority, as well as his faith in Jesus.”

	 

	Did Jesus tell the centurion to quit the military after being saved? No, Jesus said nothing of the sort and did not denounce the centurion’s military career. In fact, here are more good points on the subject:

	 

	“Many centurions mentioned in the New Testament are praised as Christians, God-fearers, and men of good character. The places and titles may have changed, but our armed forces should be just as valued as the centurions of the Bible. The position of soldier was highly respected. For example, Paul describes Epaphroditus, a fellow Christian, as a ‘fellow soldier.’ The Bible also uses military terms to describe being strong in the Lord by putting on the whole armor of God, including the tools of the soldier—helmet, shield, and sword. Yes, the Bible does address serving in the military...Those who honorably serve in the military deserve our respect and gratitude.”

	 

	But then you have people who say something like this: “Well, wait a second; Jesus taught that you should turn the other cheek so that means we shouldn’t have a military.” That is wrong because it’s, again, taken out of context! Here’s that context:

	 

	“To ‘turn the other cheek,’ does not imply pacifism [no need for military action, even when protecting the innocent,] nor does it mean we place ourselves in mortal danger. Like the principle of the eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth...turning the other cheek refers to personal retaliation.” 

	 

	Personal retaliation is when a person approaches you to say something like, “Hey man, you stink!” How do you respond? Retaliation means you come back at them and angrily get in their face. So, in that case, the situation normally escalates. But instead, the Bible tells us to turn the other cheek and it’s that positive response that displays a favorable distinction for Christianity because retaliation is what people normally expect from the world. People normally get the-eye-for-an-eye and tooth-for-a-tooth behavior. When someone barks at and threatens us, what are they expecting our response to be? They’re looking for retaliation. But when the other person attempts to tone things down and play the peacemaker, that’s a demonstration of what the Bible tells us to do with turning the other cheek.

	 

	Now again, it’s a different story if a person wants to come into my house or invades my country. The latter is also a direct threat to my house. When either is threatened or happens, what does Scripture call us to do, according to many examples given throughout the Bible? We are to defend the innocents like our women and the children. Jesus gives us that example, so Scripture completely repudiates Jehovah’s Witnesses’ decree against military service.

	 

	Before getting into Jehovah’s Witnesses practice of disfellowshipping, I want to quickly mention their requirement that Witnesses canvass neighborhoods door-to-door. All Witnesses are given the mandatory task of distributing The Watchtower literature, soliciting donations, and then forwarding all that cash to the New York headquarters. Remember what we saw was the mountain of money that leadership controls: they are not just millionaires; they’re raking in major mega dough and long ago became billionaires.

	 

	Now let’s take a close look at what happens to Jehovah’s Witnesses followers who dare leave the organization, disagree with them, or do something on leadership’s list of bad behavior, which includes giving your child a birthday party. What happens to them is unbiblical and not funny:

	 

	“If you ever leave the Jehovah’s Witness organization you are considered an apostate and you are to be shunned.”

	 

	“Members who engage in conduct that is considered inappropriate may be counseled privately...If the initial counsel is not accepted, the elders may present a talk to the congregation about that behavior, alerting other members already aware of that individual’s conduct to limit social interaction with that person.”

	 

	So, before a complete shunning, the tactic used by Jehovah’s Witnesses is to shame their non-compliant followers and they do it in front of the entire local congregation. Is that what we Christians are told to do? No, it’s not. That goes completely against biblical teaching. 
 

	Matthew 18 addresses a time when you might have an issue between brothers or sisters in the Lord. It says for each of them to go to the other personally and privately. If the issue is not worked out privately, should they then take it to a council or go tell the whole church? No, definitely not. Instead, Scripture tells them to go back for another private attempt with each other but this time, they are to take someone else along as an arbitrator. So then, if it still doesn’t resolve the problem, do we finally announce the issue to the whole congregation? No! At that point the people involved can bring it up with the leadership of the church but still keep it away from full-church disclosure. It should remain private within the small group, including the parties involved, the arbitrator(s), and church leadership.

	 

	Handling those situations was part of my ministry training and it came up on real-life examples during my internship period (I won’t mention where.) During that time, I didn’t do this, which was taught to me but at the time I was told something like this: “Don’t you ever, ever, ever, wimp out!” Under that philosophy, issues came up with the congregation during the week, and then, coincidentally, when Sunday rolled around, guess what the message would be about that came from the pulpit? The preaching just happened to be on the issue of that week and most everyone knew whom the Pastor was talking about. 

	 

	Sounds inappropriate, right? Well, that’s what Jehovah’s Witnesses do! As Christians, we are not to do that. Instead, the Bible tells Pastors to confront in love and do so privately. Now I will say that real coincidences have, and are bound to happen, but I sleep peacefully because it wasn’t planned. I’ve had my sermon ready to go as the end of the week approaches but then, guess what happens? It turns out someone is guilty of what I’m getting ready to preach about. And the enemy wants me to believe I better not preach on that topic because of this new development where the congregation will think I brought it up on purpose. But I didn’t, so they’re still going to hear it. If something hits home with anyone in our house of God that week, I didn’t plan on it and don’t have a webcam secretly set up at anyone’s home. However, God does! And that’s probably why he is having me preach about it. So that’s what happens in the Church, but let’s get back to Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses also have a practice where followers can be “marked,” for things like laziness, being critical, and watching improper entertainment. These are some of the actions by Witnesses for which leadership shames their members in front of the whole congregation. In fact, let me give you a list from the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization of behavior that can get followers marked, shamed, and kicked out of their cult. I’ll get to it in a minute but wait until you hear how harsh it is for a person who is kicked out. But first, remember that this list and the punishments are no joke because they come from Jehovah’s Witnesses’ own list where a follower can, and will, be disciplined, put under the threat of being disfellowshipped, and cut off from their own family if they’re involved in these kind of things:

	 

	“If you encourage the celebration of birthdays [let alone, celebrate one], boxing, loose conduct, associating with disfellowshipped people, criticizing a disfellowshipping decision, celebrating religious or national holidays, joining the military, physical uncleanness…” 

	 

	So, they better take their showers or things could get ugly. But wait a second; didn’t we establish that pagans took showers? So following Jehovah’s Witnesses’ logic, their followers shouldn’t participate in that pagan practice, right? But they can’t abstain from showers or they’d be unclean and risk never seeing friends and family again because of being disfellowshipped. What are they to do? Who knows, but the list from Jehovah’s Witnesses continues:

	 

	“…Political activities, the use of tobacco, and voting in political elections.”

	 

	There are a lot more and just one on the list can cause a person to be disciplined. Can you believe that? Again, there are a whole bunch more but a Witness risks being disfellowshipped, not just for engaging in a in any of these activities, but even for only promoting one. So, if a follower doesn’t vote and only says something like, “Hey, get out there and vote,” they can be disfellowshipped for it. Also, if a Witness teaches anything contrary to Jehovah’s Witnesses’ beliefs, he or she will be considered an apostate and most likely will be disfellowshipped. 
 

	And here’s what disfellowshipping looks like: At the point of being disfellowshipped, the announcement is made in a midweek meeting that an individual (who is called out by name), is no longer part of Jehovah’s Witnesses. On the spot and effective at that moment, the congregation is told to immediately shun the person, which means he or she is cut off from all communication with remaining followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses, even if the excommunicated individual is a remaining Witness’ own child. And failure to comply with a shunning is also an offense that can cause that Witness to also be disfellowshipped. 
 

	Many theorize that this harsh practice is a large contributing factor for why Jehovah’s Witnesses retain followers. Once a person is duped into joining, the clamps are thrown on them and they are locked into the system through leadership’s use of the fear factor. The Witness is scared to death of possible consequences. One guy explains it this way, and keep in mind that it is the same consequence instituted within the Mormon cult: 

	 

	“The fear of family breakup or loss causes people, who might otherwise freely leave the group, to stay.”

	 

	So, if someone wants to leave Jehovah’s Witnesses, he or she knows they’ll lose their whole family and all his or her friends who remain in the organization. Their whole family will cut them off, they’ll never see or speak to their spouse again, and for the rest of their existence on earth, their children, who remain Witnesses, will never be able to communicate with them again. And folks, this is what still goes on with Jehovah’s Witnesses today! Many of the cult members may have even done research to truly understand what they’re involved with. But that doesn’t matter if they are stuck in it from fear of losing everything. And it gets even worse because the fear is not just that the next person disfellowshipped could be you, your parent, or even your own child, but Jehovah’s Witnesses heap on this unfounded horrible claim just to ratchet up the fear factor:

	 

	“These disfellowshipped people are condemned to everlasting destruction.”

	 

	So if you’re the one who remains in Jehovah’s Witnesses when your family member is disfellowshipped, you’re not only devastated because you’ll not be able to speak to them again, but also because your teachings say that parent, spouse, or child, who got disfellowshipped, will end up in Hell. And again, you’re unable to associate with that person, in any manner, for the rest of their lives. Wow.
 

	Now if you don’t think that could really be what Jehovah’s Witnesses is doing, let me give you this quote where leadership is literally encouraging hate and actually use the word over and over. This is from page 13 of the July 2011 edition of The Watchtower where Jehovah’s Witnesses give a scenario, including a husband, wife, and their only child: 

	 

	“Suppose, for example, that the only son of an exemplary couple leaves the truth...Our hearts go out to those parents. After all, their son had a choice and he chose to pursue his unchristian lifestyle rather than to enjoy close association with his parents and other [Jehovah’s Witnesses]...But what will those dear parents do? Will they obey Jehovah’s clear direction? Or will they rationalize that they can have regular association with the disfellowshipped son and call it, ‘necessary family business?’ In making their decision, they must not fail to consider how Jehovah feels about what they’re doing.” 

	 

	And they imply possible critical consequences from God, sooner or later, if mom or dad even thinks of contacting their son: 

	 

	“Today, Jehovah does not immediately execute those who violate his laws.”

	 

	This is their own example and just what are they insinuating? They’re telling those poor parents, who just lost their only son, that if they even think for one second about fellowshipping with him, it may not happen today, but they better watch out because Jehovah’s Witnesses’ version of Jehovah God might, at any time, kill them! How else can you put it? That’s just sick! And it’s no wonder people are afraid to leave Jehovah’s Witnesses. Here’s more from that despicable threat in their magazine:

	 

	“How would Jehovah feel, though, if the parents of an unrepentant wrongdoer kept...having unnecessary association with their disfellowshipped son or daughter?”

	 

	Well, first of all, it’s no shocker that the word “disfellowshipped,” does not appear in the Bible. So, in their own so-called bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses try to justify their claim by focusing on the word, “expelled,” which is in Scripture just two times and it is the Pharisees expelling people from the synagogues. And last I checked, we don’t want to model ourselves after anything the Pharisees did. It’s crazy that Jehovah’s Witnesses would even cite that word. 

	 

	Another important point against their despicable practice of disfellowshipping followers is that the Bible does not tell us to hate our enemies. Instead, we are to love our enemies. Yet here’s a quote from Jehovah’s Witnesses October 1952 edition of The Watchtower and imagine if this was your own family member that Jehovah’s Witnesses was telling you to feel this way about:

	 

	“Haters of [their version of Jehovah] and his people are to be hated. We must hate in the truest sense, which is to regard with extreme and active aversion, to consider as loathsome, odious, filthy, and detestable. Surely any haters of God are not fit to live on this beautiful earth.” 

	 

	Is that what Jesus taught? No! Jesus told us to love our enemies. And what did Paul instruct us to do? We’re to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. Now listen to this from a mother who is a former follower of Jehovah’s Witnesses and whose daughter got out before she did:

	 

	“I was told that I could not speak with my own daughter due to sins for which she had been disfellowshipped. I was supposed to treat her as if she was dead.”

	 

	But that daughter was not dead while Jehovah’s Witnesses were telling the mom to treat her own daughter that way. What does the Bible have to say about something like that? 1 Timothy 5:8 says this:

	 

	“Certainly, if anyone does not provide, especially for their own household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without the faith.”

	 

	The Bible says you are to take care of your own household. A family member might really hurt something in the relationship, but you still need to reach out, work with, love, and pray with them. You don’t cut all ties and consider them dead! If you do what Jehovah’s Witnesses are advocating, the Bible says you’re worse than a non-Christian. But Jehovah’s Witnesses demand that anti-biblical practice from their followers.

	 

	And by the way, Jehovah’s Witnesses track private citizens who are disfellowshipped ex-followers until they die. The records are kept at one of their branch offices. Still to this day, disfellowshipping continues as part of the organization with all its destruction inflicted upon people and their families. Here’s the transcript of a report with examples of that practice by Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

	 

	News anchorman: “One man’s difficult decision almost cost him his life.”

	 

	The shadow image is shown of “Casey,” a Jehovah’s Witnesses follower whose true identity has been hidden:

	 

	“I had tried to kill myself...you know...I had tried to kill myself.”

	 

	Reporter, Evrod Cassimy: “What did you do?”

	 

	Casey: “I actually took a lot of pills. I probably took about seventy pills.”

	 

	Evrod: “He’s too afraid to tell his family and friends but tonight he shares his story of struggle with us and explains he’s not the only one.”

	 

	Anchorman: “Religion is almost always a controversial topic.”

	 

	Anchorwoman: “Yes, it is, and for this local man it’s so controversial he’s afraid it could cost him everything. Our Evrod Cassimy spoke with him and explains why.”

	 

	Evrod: “This story isn’t as much about what Jehovah’s Witnesses believe as it is about what some experience when they leave the religious organization; bouts of depression, losing communication with loved ones, and even thoughts of suicide. It’s just what some have experienced.”

	 

	Casey: “I’m scared of doing this interview too because if somebody recognizes me, then I can be disfellowshipped.”

	 

	Evrod: “Casey was raised a Jehovah’s Witness. He asked us to hide his identity because he’s scared to leave and lose his family and Jehovah’s Witness friends.”

	 

	Evrod: “How do you know that your own parents would not talk to you anymore.”

	 

	Casey: “Well, because I have other family that are disfellowshipped and they don’t talk to them.”

	 

	Evrod: “We contacted the Jehovah’s Witness headquarters by phone and email to confirm Casey’s fears. We received a written statement that said, ‘We respectfully decline participation. However, you’re welcome to visit our official Website for information on Jehovah’s Witnesses.’”

	 

	Terrell Anglin, an ex-Jehovah’s Witnesses follower: “It was hard, in the beginning, losing all my friends and losing my family.”

	 

	Evrod: “Terrell Anglin left this Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Hall a year and a half ago. He claims that leaving the organization and being shunned took a toll on his mental health.” 

	 

	Terrell: “I was all alone because, as a Jehovah’s Witness, they tell you not to hang with people that are not part of the organization. So, I had no friends and then I lost all my Jehovah’s Witnesses friends. So now I’m in a world all by myself.” 

	 

	Evrod: “Terrell’s marriage even suffered, ending in divorce just weeks ago. With his wife still following the Jehovah’s Witness faith, he claims they’re not even allowed to be in contact.”

	 

	Terrell: “If I see a Witness out at a grocery market, a restaurant, or wherever the case may be, if we’ve known each other, they’re not allowed to say anything to me.” 

	 

	Evrod: “For Terrell, losing all the relationships he had ever known led to bouts of depression, similar to Casey’s situation. Instead of attempting suicide though, he turned to the Internet in search of therapy. It was just what he needed.”

	 

	Terrell: “It made me feel relieved...you know...there were people out there that went through the same things I went through.” 

	 

	Evrod: “Casey is in a much better place now and he’s planning to leave the organization in the next six months.”

	 

	Evrod to Terrell: “Any message that you would have for your wife?”

	 

	Terrell: “Uhm...I always had love for you. I think you’re a great woman. You’re smart...[chokes up and can’t continue...finally says,] I’m sorry.”

	 

	And this still goes on today! Multiply that story by a very large number because statistics show that one of every hundred Witnesses is disfellowshipped, which means they are treated like we read in the transcript above where they lose everything, including their own family.

	 

	Though the secular media does rightly expose the horrific consequences of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ practices, unfortunately, on top of the cult destroying average folks with completely false teaching (just to grab their follower’s money,) the media makes no differentiation between Jehovah’s Witnesses and Christians. They think and project that Jehovah’s Witnesses are Christians so biblical Christianity get lumped into Jehovah’s Witnesses’ atrocities. Notice how that report started by pointing at general “religion.” That puts Christians in a bad light when Christians had absolutely nothing to do with it. The culprit is a cult. 

	 

	In the next chapter, we’re going to take a look at some Jehovah’s Witnesses chronology and then we’ll deal with their source of authority, which is their “translation” of the Bible: The New World Translation. We’ll see how perverted that is and then, in great detail, we’ll answer the question about why they’re so hung up on only using the name, “Jehovah,” and how it has to do with their teachings about the nature of God.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Six

	————————————

	
Prophecy Chronology & The New World Translation

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Let’s take a look at the Jehovah’s Witnesses prophecy chronology and again, you’ll see the common theme is that they constantly get it wrong and we’ll start a list of just how many times they fail at their prophecies. They are guilty of doing something the Scripture says never to do and it rhymes with date setting. Yes, they are guilty of date setting, over and over and over.

	 

	The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is the organization that now governs Jehovah’s Witnesses. Again, the group started with single entities ruling and those were Russell and Rutherford. Just as they professed, the Watchtower Society claims to be the sole channel of information between God and humanity. So right there, that tells us Jehovah’s Witnesses are a cult. Who else claims to be the sole source of truth for humanity and the only ones who can properly understand the Bible? Roman Catholicism’s Vatican certainly does, as does Mormonism and others. Again, it’s a sign that you’re dealing with a cult.

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses claim of being the sole source of truth for us humans on the whole planet is based on their view that the Bible is too complicated for us to figure out. Their method of “interpreting” Scripture’s prophecy amounts to something like taking a little of one part and then adding another so that the math works out to a number of fish and then multiplying that by something else, after which you adjust for the humidity levels by dividing by the year you bought your Ford Taurus. Hey, wait a second; I had one of those cars. In fact, it was a 1996 model so that year had a 9 and a 6, which adds up to 15, with the 1 and 5 in that answer adding up to 6, which is the number of the Mark of the Beast! It has to be true because it makes no sense!  

	 

	Unfortunately, a lot of people surmise that the guy or group figuring all that out must be experts at it because they’re the only ones who can wrap their brain around the stuff. But just because it’s complicated, it doesn’t mean it’s biblical or true. In fact, God didn’t write Scripture to be complicated and confuse us. He wants us to understand His word and we easily can by just using common sense rules of interpretation. 

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses base their interpretation of the Bible on a complicated Bible-based chronology devised by a Seventh Day Adventist, N.H. Barber, in 1875. The founder of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Charles Taze Russell, obtained many of his ideas from the Adventists and others who speculated about Bible prophecy.”

	 

	Again, there’s nothing wrong with studying Bible prophecy. In fact, we should study it like any other part of Scripture, but it’s unfortunate that these guys give Bible prophecy a bad name. One third of the Bible deals directly or indirectly with Bible prophecy, whether it’s the Old Testament prophesying about the first coming of Jesus or the New Testament predicting His second coming. We are rapidly approaching the latter with its thousand-year Millennial Kingdom, after which comes the Eternal State. We should understand Bible prophecy if we want to be a student of the entirety of God’s word and His full council. For that we must deal with Bible prophecy. But it’s sad when cult leaders like these guys put a sour taste in people’s mouths when it comes to Bible prophecy.

	 

	“In 1884, Russell founded the Watchtower Society, which became the corporation. They used to be the International Bible Students but later became Jehovah’s Witnesses.”

	 

	Now getting into their chronology, one claim they make is that Jesus has already “invisibly” returned to the Earth. Whoa! Is that what the Bible says? No! In Acts 1, Jesus resurrects, appears to huge numbers of people, leaves the Earth, and is seen ascending away. At that point, does the angel in Acts say Jesus will come back invisibly? No. The Bible tells us He will come back in the same way He left. In fact, it tells us His return will be a global event with all eyes seeing Him. Jesus comes back at what will be His Second Coming and, by the way, that is not the Rapture. His Second Coming and the Rapture are two different events. We are referencing His Second Coming at the end of the Seven Year Tribulation. Christians will have been raptured before that even begins.

	 

	But why would Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that Jesus invisibly returned? It’s because that keeps us from catching them in a lie. They say He came back invisibly in 1874 to set up His kingdom. If that were the case though, here 145 years later, wouldn’t there be evidence that Christ has been establishing His kingdom on our planet? If that were true, it doesn’t seem like He’s doing a very good job. And does that sound like our Lord’s spotless track record? The Bible says that when Christ does come back to set up His Millennial Kingdom, bringing all the promises made to the Jewish people, including the Davidic promises, He’s going to rule and reign from Jerusalem and bring peace to the earth for a thousand years. Does it look like that process has been happening for the last 145 years? No! 

	 

	So, their prophecy about Jesus’ supposed-Second-Coming, actually already happening in the late 1800’s, is wrong. And their description of it is not our Lord so they are denigrating what Christ is doing and when He’s coming back. From their 1874 date setting, since nothing came of it, Jehovah’s Witnesses started transferring all the doctrines forward from our target date of 1874, to 1914. Jehovah’s Witnesses prophesied that 1914 would end the Gentile times and that, at that time, Jesus would come to judge the earth as He annihilates the wicked. 

	 

	So, they got that wrong too and each time they fail it’s all done while they profess to be speaking in the name of the Lord. Does God fail? No! When they got it wrong the first time, let alone many, many times, what should their followers and the rest of us have done? We all should have been done dealing with them and just shut them off. No one should have listened to them again. But they kept on going just like what happens today with them and so many other cults. 

	 

	Again, all they did was transfer their doctrines from 1874 to 1914, explaining that Christ’s kingdom was supposedly set up invisibly in 1914, rather than 1874. But, wait a second; if His kingdom has been present for over 100 years, how do they answer for the state of the world and the lack of evidence for Christ’s takeover? Well, listen how Jehovah’s Witnesses spin that:

	 

	“Although secular governments were still in place, their rule was no longer valid.”

	 

	So, what?! Jehovah’s Witnesses have slapped a “not valid” label on the governments of the world, which has neither changed nor helped anything? Where is the evidence of a benefit?

	 

	After that latest failure, Jehovah’s Witnesses’ writings show their focus moved forward to point at another supposedly momentous date to come: 1918. Of course, it’s no shock that, once again, when that date rolled around, nothing happened. Still, rather than comment or dwell or reconcile being wrong over and over, they just kept moving forward. And Jehovah’s Witnesses continue in high gear with that same formula today, here in the last days. Again, unfortunately, it’s not just Jehovah’s Witnesses, because all kinds of false teachers are out in these high-tech times including today’s multitude of YouTube wannabes.

	By 1918, Jehovah’s Witnesses had got it wrong at least three times, so you’d think any remaining followers would have cut them off by then if not long prior. But they didn’t and a new date was set at 1925. Would they get four in a row wrong? Of course, they did, because nothing happened in 1925. Are you starting to notice a pattern? How many times do people need to get burned before they say, “You know what? I’m not listening to you anymore.” The first mistake Witnesses make is following a date setter, but when the predictions fail over and over, while their leaders are claiming the prophecies were divinely given, what more do they need to see?

	 

	Well, fortunately, a lot of Witnesses did leave at that time. They were going down the tubes after the failed date of 1925, which was a huge disappointment for the whole organization, so Jehovah’s Witnesses lost three quarters of their membership. That’s when Rutherford came up with his decree that everyone needed to get out and recruit. He had all Witnesses (except himself,) go knock on doors to solicit new members. That’s how they were able to keep themselves afloat.  

	 

	Judge Rutherford took over around 1917, which was when Jehovah’s Witnesses began to develop a perversion of the faithful and wise servant from Matthew 24. It’s a parable that Jehovah’s Witnesses call a prophecy and then apply it to themselves. But of course, they take the whole thing completely out of context. The parable is about “The Faithful and Wise Servant.” Jehovah’s Witnesses first reference to the passage was in applying it to their early leaders and then the Watchtower Society.

	 

	“They taught that [the passage] was a prophecy and that in 1918, they had been chosen by Jesus ‘over all he hath.’ Since they believed Jesus was ruling the world invisibly, they claimed for themselves a position as God’s channel of communication with mankind.”

	 

	Conveniently, besides the Bible, there’s no way to check their claim of a non-Scriptural supposedly invisible Jesus. And from that non-checkable invisible authority, Jehovah’s Witnesses say they invisibly received their authority, so they just say whatever they need to keep their false teachings bringing in the money. They start with a lie and then have to conjure up another to cover the first one, which leads to more lies. Just like a kid spinning a fabricated explanation when caught, Jehovah’s Witnesses just keep moving forward with their ever-evolving story, while never admitting to any lies or failures.

	 

	Also using Matthew 24, along with Matthew 25, Jehovah’s Witnesses popularized another invented prophecy that is still active in some prophecy circles today, even though it originated from this discredited teaching from Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	“The [Watchtower] Society checked its predictions and explained that all the prophecies in Matthew 24 and 25 would take place within a ‘single generation,’ so the time of ‘the end of the world’ could be delayed as long as 30 to 40 years. [So,] in 1929, the Society built a mansion (‘Beth Sarim’) to house the resurrected prophets, who were expected to arrive soon.”

	 

	As we saw, Beth Sarim was the mansion Jehovah’s Witnesses had built because of their claim that the Old Testament prophets would soon come back and would need a place to live. But of course, the author of that claim and the one who had the real need and desire for a palatial mansion in San Diego, was Judge Rutherford. The passages in Matthew were just an excuse to spend millions building the place and Rutherford got to “keep it warm.” 

	 

	The analysis continues from Jehovah’s Witnesses’ establishment of a single generation being 30 to 40 years:

	 

	“The new definition of ‘generation’ promised momentous events during the 1940s.”

	 

	So, Jehovah’s Witnesses did the math, through use of their idea that a generation is supposedly something like 30 or 40 years, and with that began focusing on another new date. However,

	 

	“When nothing supernatural had happened by 1945, the Society extended the meaning of ‘generation’ to 80 years.”

	 

	And 80 years is the definition of a generation that is more popular today. The real definition depends on who you talk to. But it was Jehovah’s Witnesses that popularized the 80-year span, which they say is based on a person’s maximum average lifetime, supposedly outlined in Psalm 90:10. 

	 

	Later, Jehovah’s Witnesses quietly sold Beth Sarim since it was a rather-large testament to their constant false date setting.

	 

	Doing the math from 1914, using Jehovah’s Witnesses’ new definition of what a generation is supposed to be, it brought them to 1994 but, apparently, that date was too far in the future to serve as an attractive date for them, so in 1966 they settled on 1975 as their new target date. Of course, that date doesn’t even follow the math of their supposed generation span, but since they were itching to set a new date, they introduced a calculation that supposedly made 1975 the end of 6000 years since the creation of Adam and Eve.

	 

	So, they somehow calculated a supposedly exact creation date and for some reason, they had it in their minds that only 6000 years could pass before the Millennial Kingdom, which then goes on for another 1000, for a total of 7000 years. They hinted very strongly that their figures showed 1975 as the end of the 6000 years. 

	 

	Of course, nothing happened so with that huge failure, Jehovah’s Witnesses again lost another massive number of followers, just as they had in the 1925 debacle. What do you suppose they did? As had been their solution before, for a mass exodus because of their false teachings, they just sent their worldwide free labor out to hit the streets with all followers knocking door to door, as part of Jehovah’s Witnesses on-going recruiting effort, as they dupe more new followers into joining, who don’t yet know the cult is a sham. And that practice continues today.  

	 

	Every time groups like Jehovah’s Witnesses set false dates to get big crowds of people who join because of their enticing false promises, it just produces another bad experience that ends up turning Christians off from the study of Bible prophecy. And for the non-believers, besides a future aversion to prophecy, they see these failures as an opportunity to point out the bunch of goober date setters and lump Christians in with them. Rightly or wrongly, either way, non-Christians get the impression that people espousing Bible prophecy don’t even know what they’re talking about so why should he or she listen to Christians about other Bible teachings like the Cross of Christ, which is the most important part of the Bible. 

	 

	But every time Jehovah’s Witnesses fail, people get disgruntled and turn away so leadership comes up with new formulas and maybe using supposedly new technology, where they confess to something like a small miscalculation that has been corrected so they now really know what will happen in the future. In that way they extend the date and, unfortunately, more people join, swelling their ranks again. 

	 

	Now before we laugh at Jehovah’s Witnesses for their hokey illegitimate predictions, I want to point out that they have being successful in their recruiting efforts, even up to this day. And we need to be the ones who help people that are falling for it.  

	 

	You may remember Jehovah’s Witnesses actually blamed their 1975 date-setting failure on their followers, even though it was leadership that had been pointing at that date in many of their publications leading up to 1975. Here’s more on their attempt to squirm out of their prediction: 

	 

	“They explained that the time between Adam and Eve’s creation was not known. They said the 1975 date was only speculative.”

	 

	But that’s a lie. Jehovah’s Witnesses focused on 1975 to the point where followers geared up for it with some even selling their homes. Of course, when nothing happened, leadership claimed it wasn’t their fault and that, instead, the followers had just jumped to a wrong conclusion. And again, they lost a lot of people, so those same faulty lying leaders sent the leftover followers out to hit the streets even harder; knocking on doors to drum up new Witnesses with fresh savings accounts and checkbooks. And in their attempted defense from getting it wrong, here’s what Jehovah’s Witnesses told their followers about their 1975 failure and keep in mind that the leaders had not characterized it as, “possibly,” during the years leading up to that date:

	 

	“In 1980, the Society suggested that the Witnesses and the publishing staff had been overly enthusiastic about the possibility of 1975. This failed to lure back thousands who had left. But again, regular door to door restored the rapid growth that they’ve enjoyed ever since the 1975 debacle.”

	 

	Moving forward, another significant year for Jehovah’s Witnesses was 1994 and of course that was because 1914 was their second predicted date of Jesus’ supposedly invisible return. If you put that together with their second definition of a generation, 80 years, then you get 1914. Are you ready to be shocked by the events that came to pass in 1994? Of course not, because, even if you weren’t born well before that date, you can imagine that Jehovah’s Witnesses, who have “failure,” as their constant date-setting companion, nothing happened—again. How many times does the Bible have to be proven right about the fact that nobody will know the day nor the hour? Yet Jehovah’s Witnesses still keep pushing their date setting. Here’s what happened within Jehovah’s Witnesses as they approached the 1994 date: 

	 

	“The Society had not ascribed any special significance to 1994 but the generation issue was becoming awkward.”

	 

	That’s because the Watchtower Society had put a lot of stock into their assertion that it must happen within a generation, so when the date drew near and then came and went, how did they address that elephant in the room? Here’s how they handled it, including the reality that so many members had died off while nothing ever happened, especially for the vast number claiming to be part of the 144,000 that had now passed too:

	“The ranks of the Society special members (the 144,000 who were ‘anointed,’ based on an interpretation of Revelation) were dying out. The claim that Jesus had appointed the Watchtower Society special status in 1918 was becoming hard to defend.”

	 

	That was because their changed generation length had gone by and their supposed 144,000 ruling elite were dying out so it was a double failure, which lead to this “fix” that they employed to cover a new unlimited timeframe: 

	 

	“In 1995 the Watchtower Society decided ‘generation’ (i.e. 80 years), meant ‘age,’ as in ‘era.’”

	 

	Isn’t that always the way they wiggle out of their messes? They say, “Hey, that shouldn’t be taken literally. It’s only symbolic.” Their use of “age” and “era,”

	 

	“Extended the end times indefinitely.”

	 

	So, the Society finally settled on a general date setting method that didn’t pin them down to a certain date. They found a way to stop boxing themselves in. Can I give you a modern example of this kind of logic, which is also illogical? Here it is: 

	 

	You probably remember when the climate issue used to be called “Global Warming.” But then honest observers kept catching the global-warming advocates with the fact that the climate wasn’t getting warmer. In fact, we’ve had record cold all over the world in different places. So, what did global warming advocates do? They changed the term they used to one that we couldn’t technically catch them on, whether the climate grew colder or warmer. They switched to the very generic term, “Climate Change,” which, with all due respect, is a completely ridiculous assertion to build a supposedly life-threatening issue around. If, like me, you’ve been alive since before yesterday, you probably already know that the climate has changed even since then. Does that mean the world is going to blow up? You’d think they have to be kidding but of course they’re not. Yes, the climate does change. You’ll have that. In fact, it changes daily. But the climate alarmists picked a generic term so people could no longer point out how ridiculous and false their warming premise was. 

	 

	It’s the same as what Jehovah’s Witnesses finally implemented into their date setting with their change from a solid human generation to an all-encompassing era or age. They started out with thirty or forty years as their generation and then changed it to eighty. Once those failed like all the other times Jehovah’s Witnesses got it wrong, while always claiming their predictions were coming straight from God, they had no more lies to push so they just spiritualized their date setting. It’s the same tactic used by those in other areas of society, like those pushing Climate “Change.” 

	 

	So, Jehovah’s Witnesses seemingly extended their end-times scenario indefinitely but they’re still leading up to a worse and worse situation for themselves as the last of the 144,000 special members die out. That’s trouble because the 144,000 are supposedly the ones who must be their ruling elite, so when they are all gone, Jehovah’s Witnesses has to look to regular members. But leadership has already declared that the ruling elite can’t come from regular members. It’s one more problem they brought on themselves that is going to catch up to them and it’s what happens every single time people follow man’s claims and get away from God’s wisdom. Here is more analysis of Matthew 24 as we also look at it in context and keep in mind that Jehovah’s Witnesses are claiming ‘age’ means ‘indefinitely’: 

	 

	“A close inspection of Matthew 24:34 in context makes the ‘age’ interpretation hard to understand, since Jesus speaks of the generation ‘passing away’ (which sounds like a physical event).”

	 

	When something dies, it’s a non-symbolic physical event. So, their assertion doesn’t even fit the context. When that is pointed out to the Watchtower Society, this is what they say:

	 

	“The Watchtower Society states that it alone understands that ‘generation’ means ‘age’ because it has special status, which was granted to it back in 1918.”

	 

	Of course, they are referencing the supposed invisible return and reign of Jesus, which is apparently another thing that only they understand. And with just what we’ve gone over so far, how many times has their supposed understanding failed? Of course the Bible clearly states that an ‘age’ is when something physically passes away but Jehovah’s Witnesses claim everyone else in all of the history of the Church, including the entirety of Christendom, as well as you and I as Bible readers, students, and disciples, are wrong and only Jehovah’s Witnesses know what this ‘age’ passage means because they received an invisible authority from an invisible Jesus a hundred years ago. Can you believe that? It’s crazy but this is what they do!

	 

	Now just from what we’ve covered so far in this chapter, after we’ve seen how many times Jehovah’s Witnesses have got their predictions (supposedly from God) wrong, I want to revisit Deuteronomy 18. And the problem with Jehovah’s Witnesses is not just their date setting but it’s also the other false teachings built around their date setting. What does the Bible say we should do when someone makes claims like they’re speaking in the name of God, they got a word from God, God told them to say something, God told them a certain event would happen, blah, blah, blah, and then it turns out they are wrong? Here, in the Old Testament (not under our new covenant but if we were under the old covenant,) in Deuteronomy 18: 20-22, God tells us what to do with people like that: 

	 

	“But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to speak, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death.”

	 

	Praise God we’re not under that old covenant but what does that tell us? It shows God is extremely serious in His directives to us for dealing with false teachers! God is Holy, Holy, Holy. So therefore, He does not sin, which means He does not lie. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Jesus cannot lie. He IS the Truth so He can only tell the truth. A lie is a sin and God cannot sin. So how dare anyone sit there and say God told them to say something but then it doesn’t come to pass! That person has shown them self to be a liar! And he or she is making God out to be a liar, which God takes seriously.

	 

	Although we no longer enforce a death penalty in this situation, if we keep reading, God goes on to tell us, not only how to know if a message has or hasn’t come from the Lord, but also how else we should handle the situation when a person is revealed to be a false messenger:

	 

	“You may say to yourselves, ‘How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?’ If what a prophet claims in the name of Lord does not take place or come true, that is the message the Lord has not spoken. [God does not lie] That prophet has spoken presumptuous. Do not be afraid of him.”

	 

	And attempting to instill fear, into anyone who might oppose them is what false prophets normally do. They say something like, “How dare you question us! We have authority from God so if you go against us, you’re doomed to Hell! God will strike you down! How dare you speak against God’s anointed man on Earth,” and blah, blah, blah…

	 

	So, when dealing with those kinds of people, God tells us to walk away and don’t look back. And constant false prophecies are exactly what come from Jehovah’s Witnesses. Their money-making machine is in the business of profiting from false predictions as they lock their followers in using the fear factor so Witnesses can’t disagree with anything from the leadership of the organization, even when those leaders have been caught in previous lies.

	 

	And why are Jehovah’s Witnesses so consistently wrong? For that answer, we need only look at their source of authority and as we’ve already seen, for them, it is not the Bible. As you’ll find out in a minute, their version of the Bible is a complete hack job, it’s not a translation, it is a perversion of the Bible. So, let’s take a look at that and you’ll see that their verbiage actually starts following the correct road but soon they veer off the proverbial bridge and plunge into a putrid swamp:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses view the Bible as divinely inspired and the infallible word of God. They believe that a proper study of the Scriptures must include the entire Bible. They also teach that, though the Bible is not a science textbook, it’s scientifically accurate. The Bible contains many promises that have been fulfilled in detail.”

	 

	Again, they’re doing well up to this point, so where is it that they begin to blow it? Well, they created their own Bible called, the New World Translation, which, as I said, is not a translation of the Bible but really their preconceived false teachings and apostate theologies. They took a copy of the Bible, hacked and chopped at it to match their false teachings, and came out with a total perversion of the Scriptures. Here’s where their crazy train skips the tracks:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses use what’s called, the New World Translation, or NWT. They view this translation as the best translation because the translators held so closely to what is in the original Bible languages.”

	 

	In a minute we’re going to expose that lie, big time. It goes on:

	 

	“The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society is regarded as Jehovah God’s only channel of accurate biblical interpretation in the world today.”

	 

	Again, who else professes the exact same view of themselves? It’s Catholicism. That’s precisely what they claim. We can supposedly only get to Heaven and to God through the Catholic Church, as a member of the Catholic Church, and we don’t even have the right to read the Bible for ourselves. According to them, only their priests and the Vatican can properly interpret Scripture for us. Here is Jehovah’s Witnesses professing the same:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses believe there is no salvation apart from the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.”

	Wow! They have a lot of nerve to say that, especially with their track record of failed predictions and perversion of God’s word. And again, their claims here are the exact same verbiage we see from the false teachings of the Catholic Church.

	 

	Now let’s take a look at their translation, called the NWT, or the New World Translation. It’s not a real translation of the Bible, here’s some analysis of that, and notice how authoritative Jehovah’s Witnesses make their book sound:

	 

	“According to Jehovah’s Witnesses, it’s ‘a translation of the Holy Scriptures made directly [supposedly] from the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek into modern-day English by a committee of anointed witnesses of Jehovah.’ The New World Translation is an anonymous work.”

	 

	So, they will not say who did it. Why wouldn’t they tell us? Well, it’s because if they did, we could explore whether those people had the abilities needed and the educational background authority to have done the work. But it doesn’t matter that they won’t say because we’re going to expose the authors anyway. Luckily, former Witnesses have exposed who these people were, and we’ll see they had no qualifications to produce a Bible translation. Here’s why Jehovah’s Witnesses say their writers supposedly need anonymity:

	 

	“The NWT is an anonymous work of the ‘New World Bible Translation Committee.’ Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that the anonymity is in place so that the credit for the work will go to God.”

	 

	No, they’re just trying to cover their tracks!

	 

	“Of course, this has the added benefit of keeping the translators from any accountability for their errors and prevents real scholars from checking their academic credentials. The New World Translation is unique in one thing--it is the first intentional, systematic effort at producing a complete version of the Bible that is edited and revised for the specific purpose of agreeing with the group’s doctrine.”

	That’s all it is because it’s not a translation. They hacked and chopped at a copy of the Bible to take out anything that disagreed with their belief system and then added whatever they needed, before claiming their new creation was supposedly the most accurate translation of the Bible, ever. That’s all their “Bible” is, which means it’s not even the Bible. And on top of that, even though the organization claims to study the Bible, they don’t even really study their own version of the Bible because their studies surround all the literature constantly being put out by The Watchtower. But even if they were to spend significant time in their “Bible,” it’s really not even the Bible so they’re still not being exposed to the truth of Scripture.

	 

	“The Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Watchtower Society realized that their beliefs contradicted Scripture. So, rather than conforming their beliefs to the Scripture, they altered Scripture to agree with their beliefs.”

	 

	Is that how we’re supposed to do it? Who defines truth for us? That’s the difference between eisegesis [ahy’ si jee’ sis] and exegesis [ek’ si jee’ sis]. Eisegesis is reading what you want it to say, into the Scripture. “Exe” is where we get the word, “exit,” with exegesis meaning, Scripture speaks (exits) out to us to let us know the truth we are supposed to believe and understand about all of life, etc. The exegetical approach to the Bible is where we let Scripture speak out to us to define what is true. We do not read into it! Jehovah’s Witnesses didn’t just read into the Bible, they literally erased, hacked, chopped, spliced, and added to Scripture. Here’s more on Jehovah’s Witnesses changing the Bible’s content: 

	 

	“Altering Scripture to agree with their beliefs is clearly demonstrated by the fact that as new editions of the New World Translation were published, additional changes were made to the biblical text.”

	 

	Why did they keep changing it once they had a final perversion that fit their teachings? It’s because biblical Christians would point out inconsistencies since they missed areas that had similar information where they substituted their own belief in one place but missed doing so in another. When Christians would point out that Jehovah’s Witnesses’ own version of Scripture argued against their own doctrine, they had to keep changing it. For example, they missed changing some passages where it plainly says Jesus is God. But they’d just change another verse and print a new version for their followers to buy. So unfortunately, Christians have been inadvertently helping Jehovah’s Witnesses clean up inconsistencies in their hacked-up bible. Again, if they want to say their book is the most accurate and true guide for life, why do they keep changing it? Why do they keep pumping out new versions?

	 

	It’s the same thing with the Mormons and their Book of Mormon. Joseph Smith, the Mormon founder, claimed that book to be the most accurate on the planet. Despite that assertion, the Book of Mormon has had around 4000 textual changes. So, if they’re claiming it’s the most accurate work ever produced, how do they explain so many changes that apparently have been needed? We’re not talking about four, forty, or even four hundred changes. Add another zero. It’s a massive 4000 times that they have had to say, “Oops.” With that knowledge, it’s crazy for anyone to hold that book up as being truthful.

	 

	Now let’s look at some examples of how Jehovah’s Witnesses pervert the Bible with their “translation.” When they get to the Greek term, “stauros,” meaning “cross,” they take it upon themselves to translate that as a “stake.” But of course, as we saw earlier, it wasn’t a stake so that’s one of their nuances where they deny the Cross of Jesus and say it was just a pole. While creating their perversion of Scripture, every time they came across the cross, they just changed it to stake. They not only hacked, spliced, deleted, and added, but they even purposely mistranslated words to fit what they wanted it to say and not what it really means. Here’s another of their changes:

	 

	“The New World Translation does not translate the words Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, or Tartarus, as ‘Hell’ because they don’t believe in Hell.”

	 

	They may not want to confess that there is a Hell, even though the Bible mentions it many times, but that’s a good example of what Jehovah’s Witnesses do with their hack job. They continually leave Hell out.

	 

	“The NWT gives the translation “presence” instead of “coming” for the Greek word “parousia” because Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Christ has already returned in the early 1900s.”

	 

	They deny the Second Coming (or, His coming), by changing that Greek word to “presence” since their teachings say Christ is already here but remains invisible. Again, that’s not what Scripture tells us.

	 

	“In Colossians 1:16, the NWT inserts the word ‘other’...to give the view that ‘all other things’ were created by Christ, instead of what the text says, ‘all things’ were created by Christ. This is to go along with their belief that Jesus is a created being, which they believe because they deny the Trinity.”

	 

	They deny that Jesus is the Son of God so inserting “other” fits their preconceived idea. 

	 

	This is all just the tip of the iceberg as far as what Jehovah’s Witnesses do to pervert the Scriptures, but their best-known perversion is John 1:1, which says, “the Word was God.” Nobody doubts Who this is talking about and even Jehovah’s Witnesses have to admit it’s talking about Jesus Christ. It says right there that the Word was God, so Jesus is God. You can’t get around that so what solution did they come up with to pervert that verse? Well, they started with the biblical phrase “was God,” inserted the indefinite article “a” between the two words, and then turned the capital G into a small g. So, their perverted phrase became, “was a god.” 

	 

	It’s definitely not what the text says but the writers still took it upon themselves to make those sorts of changes over and over to cover up the fact that their NWT is not an accurate translation, or even a translation at all. Instead, it’s a perverted hack job.

	 

	On top of that, to show their duplicity, Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t even follow their own rules. We saw that they change John 1:1 from “was God” to “was a god,” but then just 17 verses later, in John 1:18, they come across that same phrase twice in the one sentence. This time they don’t change either into “a god,” but instead make one “God” and the other “god.” And neither has the article, “a,” though it’s the exact same phrase. This is how badly they handled the job. They’re not even consistent in their own butchery of the text.

	 

	“It’s only the pre-conceived heretical rejection of the deity of Jesus Christ that forces the Watchtower Society to inconsistently translate the Greek text...The New World Translation is most definitely not a valid version of God’s word.”

	 

	And that’s what these guys talk about in the transcript of this video:

	 

	Commentator: “David Riccaboni remembers his longtime service at the Society’s headquarters, printing The Watchtower magazine. He is seen [here] in the 1953 [Jehovah’s Witnesses] film, The New World Society in Action.”

	 

	Former headquarters’ member, David Riccaboni: “One thing that impressed me as a Jehovah’s Witness, was our willingness to admit our mistakes. I thought that was great, at the time. I knew the Society had been wrong in the past when they set dates for the end of the world and I saw some of the major changes in their doctrine. And I felt...you know, sometimes I felt upset. But I was taught, from the time I was a little child, that this is the way Jehovah revealed new light through the organization.”

	 

	Lorri MacGregor of Macgregor Ministries: “I was surprised to find out many strange things about Pastor Russell when I did independent research on him. [Holding up the book written by Russell] Here in The Finished Mystery book, he taught that the churches of Christendom were started by bald-headed men with smoke on their brains. He thought that if a dog’s head were shaped like a man’s, the dog could think like a man. He gave health advice that was pure quackery. For example, he taught that appendicitis was caused by fighting worms in the colon. He sold so-called miracle wheat at greatly inflated prices to his gullible followers.”

	 

	Commentator: “The Bible produced by the Jehovah’s Witnesses, called the New World Translation, has caused quite a stir. Their Proclaimers book claims that it is a literal translation that faithfully presents what is in the original writings and that the entire translation committee were spirit-anointed Christians. They won’t reveal their names.”

	 

	Former headquarters member, Joan Cetnar: “My late husband, Bill Cetnar, was at the Watchtower headquarters during the work on the New World Translation. Former President Fred Franz was mainly responsible for the translation work. He was neither a Hebrew nor Greek scholar and only had two years of college. There were no scholars. I know because I knew them all personally. The so-called translation was written to reflect their own peculiar doctrines and the Proclaimers book is not telling the truth when it says that [the NWT] is a fresh translation from the original Greek.

	 

	Riccaboni: “The only original Greek I knew was George Gangas of the secretive translation committee and he was no scholar, that’s for sure, because he himself told me that before he came to Bethel, he was a short-order cook in Columbus Ohio.”

	 

	There’s their expert! While translating the Bible in a fresh new way, he could also fry you some flapjacks, eggs, and sausage. But again, that’s just the tip of the iceberg. It gets much worse, if you can imagine that, because they actually included a spiritual element from a guy named Johan Greber, who had already done an earlier translation of the Bible, which the Jehovah’s Witnesses relied upon for their perverted hack job. 

	 

	And taking a look at Johan Greber, you have to wonder why anyone would use anything from that guy. Johannes Greber was a former Roman Catholic priest who married a woman who was a “medium.” A medium is a person who channels demon spirits that speak to her. Johan Greber decided he could translate the New Testament in a more accurate way with help from the [demon] spirit world. This is the guy Jehovah’s Witnesses used as a foundation for their hack job “translation.” 

	 

	Johan was born in Germany and also became a medium, involved in demonic activities. In 1923, he attended a séance that, he says, changed his life. Yes, I bet it changed him! Johan immigrated to the U.S. in 1929 and began prayer and healing sessions in New York. He later worked on his version of the New Testament. Johan claimed supernatural guidance as he translated with his wife acting as the medium. 

	 

	So, the demons were speaking through his wife and it was to the point where he said the spirit’s [demons] that came out of his wife’s mouth couldn’t be found in any other manuscripts up to that day. Johan said he had “the text as given by the spirits.”

	 

	So, the demons were supposedly speaking to his wife to supposedly give a more accurate translation of the Bible. But as we’ve seen many times with Jehovah’s Witnesses’ perversion of the Bible, those demons said a lot of things that weren’t even close to the text. Still, Johan just went with whatever the demon(s) claimed for the creation of his hack-job perversion.

	 

	“There is irrefutable proof that Greber was known to the Watchtower as an occult spiritualist, even as far back as 1953. They did not stop using him until 1976. In fact, the Watchtower felt the doctrines this spirit revealed to Greber, were true.”

	 

	Obviously Greber was operating on the same premise as so many who have channeled demons and that is that God told them some special information because they have this special connection to Him.

	 

	“The Watchtower believes that the Holy Spirit communicates with the governing body in the production of The Watchtower magazine and in the translation process of the New World Translation. Greber was making the identical claim that Jehovah’s Witnesses make.”

	 

	So, Jehovah’s Witnesses uses Greber’s teachings, which came from channeling demons, but again, no Witness discloses that when they come knocking at the door. It’s bad enough that their NWT is not a translation because they actually hacked up the Bible to create a perversion, but then we find out they relied upon a guy and his wife who were involved in demonic channeling!

	 

	Now let’s take a look at the transcript of another video exposing more truth about Jehovah’s Witnesses perversion of Scripture:

	 

	Commentator: “Dr. Bruce Metzger is recognized as one of the world’s leading Bible translators.” 

	 

	Commentator’s question: “Dr Metzger, is the New World Translation reliable for Bible study?”

	 

	Dr. Metzger: “The ordinary reader is totally misled by the show of supposed scholarship that these people introduce into their translation. It’s a sham kind of scholarship. This could be called, not a separate version of the Bible, [but] in this respect, it’s a perversion of the Bible. They introduce the word Jehovah 237 times in the text of the New Testament, and it does not occur once in any known Greek manuscript. That, I don’t think, is responsible scholarship. Still more key, having to do with the person of our Savior Jesus Christ: They try every time that they can manage it, to denigrate the status of Christ from the Eternal Son of God to a created being. They even distort the first verse of the Gospel of John: ‘In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God.’ [They change it to] the Word was a god and they spell that word “god” there with the little g. That’s terrible!”

	 

	Commentator: “Dr. Metzger, what do you think about the Watchtower Society’s former claim that Johannes Greber’s Bible was a translation?”

	 

	Dr. Metzger: “Yes, his translation; I, years ago, got a copy of this because I was interested in his translation from the standpoint of which Greek manuscripts he made use of. Johannes Greber was a former Roman Catholic priest. And after getting married to a woman who was herself a medium, he got the idea that he could translate the New Testament in a more accurate way if he would have some help from a Spirit Medium.”

	 

	Second commentator: “When the occult background of Greber was exposed by those outside the society, [Jehovah’s Witnesses] stopped referring to him as a scholar. Interestingly, the evidence is that they had known about his occult involvement for nearly thirty years. This kind of deliberate cover up is found throughout their history, yet it is never referred to in their Proclaimers book.”

	 

	Gee, I wonder why? And this is why nothing they teach will hold up under scrutiny and certainly not in a court of law. 

	 

	Now I want to give an example of their top leadership being pressed in a legal courtroom to the point that they have to admit that what they’re teaching is a lie. They admit they need their followers to believe everything leadership says and not question anything, even if it’s a lie. When push comes to shove and they’re forced to admit the truth of just how much of a sham their whole belief system is, they will actually admit it. I can’t include the whole transcript, but this is from a 1954 trial in Scotland taking place at the Scottish Court of Sessions, which is Scotland’s Supreme Court. It’s a case against the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization brought because they were claiming some members were ordained ministers. They went to court over the issue and this is the court questioning Jehovah’s Witnesses’ leadership, including Fred Franz, who was one of those that created their so-called Bible “translation”: 

	 

	Court: “Is it not vital to speak the truth on religious matters?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses response: “It certainly is.”

	 

	Court: “You have propagated false prophecy.”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “We have.” [So, they admitted it.]

	 

	Court: “That had to be believed by the whole of Jehovah’s Witnesses?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes, because you must understand, we must have unity. We cannot have disunity with a lot of people going every way. An army is supposed to march in step.”

	 

	Court: “It had to be accepted [by the followers]?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “That is correct.”

	 

	Court: “Well, if a member of the Jehovah’s Witnesses took the view himself that the prophecy was wrong and said so, would he be disfellowshipped?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes. Our purpose is to have unity.”

	 

	Court: “Unity at all costs?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes, unity at all costs because we are sure that Jehovah God is using us and directing us even though mistakes are made from time to time.”

	 

	Of course, that’s an oxymoron. In the same sentence they profess to be led by God but then also admit they make mistakes while supposedly following God’s personal direction. God does not make mistakes so of course God is not leading them.

	 

	Court: “A unity based on enforced acceptance of a false prophecy?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “That is conceded to be true.”

	 

	Court: “And the person who expresses this view, as you say, that it was wrong, is disfellowshipped and in breach of the covenant?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “That is correct.”

	 

	Court: “And as you said yesterday expressly, ‘would be worthy of death?’

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “I think...”

	 

	Court: “No, would you say ‘yes’ or ‘no’?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “I will answer ‘yes’ unhesitatingly.”

	 

	Court: “Do you call that religion?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “It certainly is.”

	 

	Court: “Do you call that Christianity?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “I certainly do.”

	 

	Court: “Can you tell me this? Are there theological publications and semi-monthly periodicals used for discussion or statements of doctrine?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes.”

	 

	Court: “And are these statements held to be authoritative?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes.”

	 

	Court: “Is their acceptance a matter of choice or obligatory?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “They’re obligatory.”

	 

	So whatever Jehovah’s Witnesses leadership publishes, their followers have to accept it as truth; period.

	 

	Court: “Am I right that you put, what is described as, the end of the Gentiles was 1914?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes.”

	 

	Court: “And was that a fact that was to be accepted by all who were Jehovah’s Witnesses?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes.”

	 

	Court: “But it was a calculation that is no longer accepted by the board of directors?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “That is correct.”

	 

	Court: “So if I’m correct, it became the bound duty of Witnesses to accept this miscalculation.”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes.”

	 

	Court: “So Rutherford preached in error?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “He was in error.”

	 

	Court: “How was that error corrected?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “We have had no book given out dealing with that particular phase of the subject.”

	 

	Court: “But you haven’t stopped publishing the book with that in it?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “The book still circulates...”

	 

	Court: “How does one now joining Jehovah’s Witnesses, and reading this erroneous view of Judge Rutherford’s, know that it is now regarded as erroneous?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Because he keeps up with the latest expositions and publications.” [from the Watchtower.]

	 

	Court: “Yesterday’s errors cease to be published, do they?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Yes, we correct ourselves.”

	 

	Court: “So that [which] is published as the truth today by the Society, may have to be admitted to be wrong in a few years?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “We have to wait and see.”

	 

	Court: And in the meantime, the body of Jehovah’s Witnesses have been following error?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “They have been following a mis-construction of the Scriptures.”

	 

	Court: “Error?”

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses: “Well, error.”

	 

	And here’s some good analysis of that exchange, which was in a court trial under the threat of jail time, where you saw that Jehovah’s Witnesses were forced to admit the organization’s teachings have been faulty: 

	 

	“Even though the Society [in court] states it is fallible, no member is allowed to act on this without serious consequences, including being disfellowshipped. The Society wants every member to believe that any member who acts on the fact that the Watchtower Society leaders [make mistakes,] are worthy of death.”

	 

	Now that’s a cult! In the midst of false teachings that they’re finally forced to admit to, the followers are still not allowed to think for themselves. That’s really what is going on with Jehovah’s Witnesses and this is why the group ends up creating so many contradictions. 

	 

	As we saw before, at one point they say their “faithful and discreet slave,” or “sole source of authority,” is the Watchtower organization, but Rutherford said that wasn’t correct and that it was only him. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim Rutherford never said that, but he did. The Watchtower claims to be the only entity who can interpret the Bible and then have the audacity to rip the Vatican for saying the same thing. Here’s a quote from Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	“The Vatican belittles Bible study by claiming it is the only organization authorized and qualified to interpret a Bible.”

	 

	What?! Jehovah’s Witnesses do the same thing! In the past they said Jesus should be worshiped. Then they reversed themselves to say Jesus should not be worshiped. Pertaining to Matthew 13, Jehovah’s Witnesses first said the sower of the mustard seed was Satan, but then later changed it to be Jesus. Over and over again they keep getting it wrong but if one of their followers dares to disagree with their lies, that Witness is disfellowshipped. And even worse than that by far, in Jehovah’s Witnesses’ own very strong words, they condemn these folks, (who are merely brave enough to tell the truth), saying they should be put to death and declaring that after that, these individuals will end up in Hell. That’s just quoting the leadership of Jehovah’s Witnesses!

	 

	So, we just went through a detailed look at their source of authority. What lesson did we learn? It is this: If you get outside the Bible and follow the teachings of man or make up doctrine yourself, it can get so bad that you even hack, chop, and negate the Bible. You’re going to end up in a cult, or as a cult leader, every single time. Stick with the Bible and let it speak truth out to you. Don’t change it into what suits you and certainly don’t create your own version.

	 

	Now here’s a real quick look at Jehovah’s Witnesses beliefs about the “nature of God”:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the true God is one God properly called Jehovah. He’s a spirit being, invisible and eternal, but has a spiritual body, is not omnipresent, the doctrine of the Trinity is to be rejected, and the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force.”

	 

	What?! Again, it’s no surprise they’re so wrong on God because they’ve already demonstrated they won’t follow the Bible. Instead, they replace God with the teachings of man. In fact, they even take God’s Bible and hack it up just to fit their preconceived ideas. So of course, their doctrine is all messed up.

	 

	They say God has a body, is not omnipresent (everywhere at the same time), and not omniscient (all-knowing). They equate the Trinity with pagan theology and that it’s a false belief developed by apostate Christianity. They say it’s deceptive, elevates Jesus to a position he never claimed to have, and it’s not found in the Jewish or Christian Scriptures. Excuse me? What Bible are they reading? It must be the one they chopped up. 

	 

	They say the Trinity is a stroke of the Antichrist borrowed from the heathen religions and that the Trinity actually represents three Gods, which of course it does not. As I’ve said many times in many studies, the math is not 1 + 1 + 1 = 3; it’s 1 x 1 x 1 = 1. It’s all the same essence of God revealed in 3 ways as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It’s like water; when left alone it’s liquid, frozen it becomes a solid, and heated it turns into a vapor. Which of those is not water?  

	 

	So those are all false charges from Jehovah’s Witnesses. In John, Chapter 7, Jesus said, “I and the Father are One” and the Jewish people even killed Jesus because He claimed to be God. So how can anyone say He never professed to be the Son of God? And how can anyone say He’s not One of the Trinity, as the Son of God? 

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that there’s no evidence of the Trinity in the Old Testament. But even from the beginning, in Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let Us make man in Our image.” Who is “Us” and “Our?” The Hebrew word there for Us is “Elohim,” which is plural. That’s the Trinity right there in the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, which, last time I checked, is part of the Old Testament.

	 

	Also, in Isaiah 44:6, the Lord says, “I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.” Likewise, in the New Testament, Revelation 1:17, Jesus said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.” So, all over Scripture we see God the Father and God the Son as aspects of the Trinity concept. 

	 

	The Holy Spirit too is God, but Jehovah’s Witnesses also teach a perverted version of the Holy Spirit because of their rejection of the Trinity. They claim the Holy Spirit is an active force, like radar. They deny that He’s alive, a person, or God. But if that were true and the Holy Spirit is not the third person of the Trinity, then why is He called God in Acts 5, how does He teach in John 14, how can He be blasphemed in Matthew 12, how can He be the One who comforts in Acts 9, and how is it possible for Him to speak in Acts 28? Radar does not speak. And if it ever does, you better run! But again, if Jehovah’s Witnesses’ contention is true that the Holy Spirit is not alive, a person, or God, how can He be resisted, Acts 7, be grieved in Ephesians 4, and help us with our weaknesses in Romans 8? If the Holy Spirit is just a force, how is it possible that He can speak, teach, comfort, etc.? That contention by Jehovah’s Witnesses is just more baloney! 

	 

	Where you find Scriptural similarities to what Jehovah’s Witnesses teach, where they are in good company with their ideas on who Jesus is, the nature of God, and the Trinity, is with the Bible’s characterizations of the Pharisees. And the last time I checked Scripture; we do not want to emulate those guys! The Pharisees denied the Trinity, the deity of Christ, the physical resurrection of Jesus, and salvation by Grace alone. Those are exactly Jehovah’s Witnesses’ teachings. So, all they’re doing is being good Pharisees, on top of the date setting and all their other false teachings.

	 

	Now let’s get to another central issue for Jehovah’s Witnesses and that is the question of why they’re so hung up on this name, “Jehovah.” One guy says this:

	 

	“Whenever I speak with Jehovah’s Witnesses, it seems that every single time we’ll discuss the importance of the name of God and it’s got to be Jehovah. What’s the big deal with that name?”

	 

	This is how Jehovah’s Witnesses answer his question:

	 

	“The Bible teaches that God has a personal name, ‘Jehovah.’”

	 

	And they’ll hold to that like you can’t believe. It’s another one of their nuances like not celebrating birthdays or Christmas, not participating in military service, not receiving blood transfusions, and that the cross was actually a pole. When speaking, Witnesses are only to use the name, “Jehovah.” Well, let’s explore whether the Bible teaches us to only reference God by the name, “Jehovah”:

	 

	“In saying this, they deny every book on theology because all books on theology show us multiple personal names for God.”

	 

	We’ll get to those names, which are all over the Bible, but Jehovah’s Witnesses say God would not like to be called something other than His name, which they say is only “Jehovah.” But even logically that makes no sense because, virtually every day, even I’m called by multiple names like, “Billy,” by friends, “Papa” by my kids, “Pastor” by some folks, and “Son” by my parents. Frankly, I don’t care what you call me; just don’t call me late for supper. Sorry, that’s an old one. But all of us have multiple names and some of us have pet names or nicknames. People don’t break down and run away because they’ve been called by another of their common titles or friendly nicknames.

	 

	In fact, the Bible gives us different names for God to show us His different attributes like who He is, how He treats us, and what His promises are. It’s all part of the helpful information we should learn about Him. And by the way, if Jehovah’s Witnesses want to claim the rest of us are sinning by not calling God, “Jehovah,” do you know that Jesus never identified the Father as “Jehovah?” Not once did Jesus ever use that name so was Jesus wrong in calling Him the “Father?” In Matthew 6, Jesus taught us to pray this way:

	 

	“Our Father, who is in Heaven, hallowed be Your name.”

	 

	So, Jesus taught the disciples to say: “our Father,” but not “Jehovah.” Should we correct Christ? Was He just wrong, and why didn’t any New Testament writer use the name, “Jehovah?” Not once did they say that name. Were all the writers of the New Testament out of line? Should we then do away with the whole New Testament? There are over 55,000 ancient New Testament manuscripts and none of them ever once use the name, “Jehovah.” That’s why, in Jehovah’s Witnesses’ perverted hack-job bible, they had to insert the name 237 times, even though “Jehovah” is not what the text says. Forcing that word into Scripture verses, which clearly say otherwise, is simply wrong.

	 

	In the Old Testament, you do see “Jehovah,” but technically it’s really not even “Jehovah.” It is “YHWH,” in the original Hebrew. And the irony of Jehovah’s Witnesses saying we should only call God, “Jehovah,” is that technically, Jehovah is really not even in the Bible, whether we’re talking about the Old or the New Testament, so they’re not even being biblical with their mandate to always use “Jehovah.” However, “YHWH” appears almost 7000 times in the Old Testament. 

	 

	Now this is where Jehovah’s Witnesses go completely nuts, and keep in mind that they are saying this is what caused them to insert “Jehovah” into their perverted version of the New Testament 237 times: They say there was a conspiracy where translators supplanted the word, “Jehovah” with the words; “Lord,” which in Greek is “Kurios,” and, “God,” which in Greek is “Theos.” And since they claim it was a conspiracy from these early writers, it became Jehovah’s Witnesses’ job to fix it since they have that self-proclaimed invisible authority from the invisibly returned Jesus that no one can verify. 

	But of course, there’s no proof of their supposed conspiracy. Not one single New Testament document ever found, included “YHWH.” It doesn’t appear there because it went out of use by New Testament times. There’s no conspiracy at all and I’ll explain how it had to do with taking the name of God in vain. Exodus 20 says, “Do not use the Lord’s name in vain,” and Leviticus repeats that directive. “Vain” does not mean just using it as a cuss word, which is blasphemy, but it literally means not to use it “in a common way,” An example of that would be: “Oh, my G..” Even that type of usage is something we’re not to do.  

	 

	So out of fear of committing that offense, they didn’t even want to speak the name, “YHWH.” And as early as 250 B.C., the Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament, began to replace “YHWH” with “Kurios,” which is “Lord.” There was no conspiracy at all. Out of respect, the Jewish people didn’t even want to say “YHWH,” so the term began to be replaced with “Lord” long before the New Testament was ever written. So, there’s no conspiracy because “Kurios” means “Lord” or “Sovereign Master,” which is the same as “YHWH.” It’s just a different word that is used. 

	 

	Jesus often quoted the Old Testament and oftentimes He was doing so from the Greek Septuagint, which had already begun to replace “YHWH” with “Kurios,” for Lord. So, if Jesus quoted from that version, how can Jehovah’s Witnesses say it was wrong? If Jehovah’s Witnesses want to say it’s so important for Christians to use the name, “Jehovah,” why didn’t Jesus use it? And why didn’t the Apostles use it, why was it never recorded once in the New Testament, and why was it already fading out long before the time of Jesus and the New Testament?

	 

	Now let’s talk about what this “YHWH” word is and let me give you the giant impressive term used to refer to those four letters: “Tetragrammaton.” Keep that in your back pocket to amaze your friends and family, right? Unfortunately, most of us won’t remember it by the time we leave the house. But Tetragrammaton is just a fancy word meaning “four letters,” because YHWH is how that name for God appears. And here’s where it gets interesting with Jehovah’s Witnesses’ decree that God’s name must be only “Jehovah.” “Jehovah” is not even how it’s written or pronounced. In fact, try to pronounce it right now...I’ll wait. Say, “YHWH.” It’s pretty impossible, right?

	 

	The original Hebrew is all consonants. Vowels were only inserted later so it’s not even “Jehovah” at all. In fact, there is no “J” sound in the entire Hebrew alphabet. So, Jehovah’s Witnesses say it has to be “Jehovah,” and only “Jehovah,” but technically it’s “YHWH” and they have inserted a “J,” which is not even in the original Hebrew word. The vowels were inserted later. Most scholars would say it’s not “Jehovah,” which is found quite a bit in the King James Version, as well as the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ New World Translation. I don’t think it’s wrong in the King James case but if you really want to pronounce “YHWH” more correctly, because you have a stringent take on it like Jehovah’s Witnesses do, then people say it should be Yahweh [Yah’ we, or, Yah’ way].

	 

	Again, the ancient people of the Bible inserted two vowels so that they could pronounce “YHWH” because it’s all consonants. But technically, “YHWH,” is what it is in the original Hebrew. The reason they choose an “a” and the “e” for the inserted vowels, is because the Jewish people had that fear of using God’s name in vain, so they began to use the name, “Adonai,” as well as “EL,” as in “Elohim.” Eventually the “a” from Adonai and the “e” from EL, made their way into the Tetragrammaton to form, “Yahweh,” which they could easily pronounce. But again, technically, in the Hebrew, it’s only those four letters that can’t be pronounced so Jehovah’s Witnesses aren’t even pronouncing it right. And secondly, if they really want to be more accurate, it should be “Yahweh,” or some have it as “Yahveh.” But it certainly wouldn’t be “Jehovah” because there’s no “J” in the Hebrew language. 

	 

	And that’s the irony of the whole situation with Jehovah’s Witnesses saying the name of God can only be pronounced as “Jehovah.” No one else would want to be called by a wrong name but then Jehovah’s Witnesses get the name thing wrong on a multitude of levels. They even manage to find ways to fail at their beliefs in multiple ways. It’s almost like an unbiblically-educated fry cook wrote their doctrine. But it’s no surprise when you study enough cults to see the same type of blatant deception always seeps out from under their sometimes-shiny veneer. In the case of Jehovah’s Witnesses, it’s been pouring out, for a long time. 

	 

	The Bible is clear that God uses many different names and I want to finish this chapter by giving you some of those. Again, having several names can be a good thing. For example, with myself, Billy is a nickname and my real one is William. While I’m told William does not mean, “Guardian of the Galaxy,” it apparently does stand for, “Guardian of the Truth.” Doesn’t that sound majestic? I like it and it’s an example of a descriptive, which is what many of our names are, like “Pastor” and “Shepherd.” They are not just titles but also descriptive of whom a person is, including clues about their character. So, it’s the same with God’s names. He’s not hung up on one name. In fact, the Bible gives us many words that represent Him. It’s not just Yahweh, Jehovah, Adonai, or EL. There are a bunch of names and that’s awesome because the different names give us a more well-rounded idea and understanding of who God is. Here are some of those descriptive names:

	 

	“EL” means Mighty, Strong and Prominent; Elohim is plural because of the Trinity and describes God as a Creator, Mighty, and Strong; El Shaddai is God Almighty; Adonai is Lord; Yahweh-Jireh means The Lord Will Provide; Yahweh-Rapha says The Lord Who Heals; Yahweh-Nissi is The Lord Our Banner; Yahweh-M’Kaddesh is The Lord Who Sanctifies, Makes Holy; Yehweh-Shalom is for the Lord Our Peace; Yahweh-Tsidkenu is The Lord Our Righteousness; Yahweh-Roi is The Lord Our Shepherd; Yahweh-Shammah stands for The Lord Is There; EL Elyon is Most High; EL Roi is God of Seeing; EL-Olam is Everlasting God; and EL-Gibhor tells us He’s a Mighty God.

	 

	“Anyone who says God must be addressed only by the name of ‘Jehovah’ is speaking completely without biblical warrant.”

	 

	Is that a surprise? No, it’s not. When you take a look at Jehovah’s Witnesses’ mandates, whether it’s setting dates, the understanding of the nature of God, the Trinity, who Jesus is, or even the name of God, it’s all messed up because they got away from the Bible and continued down that road until they are light years away at this point. They listened to a man, and then another man, and then a group of men, and were so stringent about taking man’s words and works over God’s, that they literally grabbed God’s Scripture and had the nerve to hack, chop, hack, chop, chop, insert, hack, insert, chop, chop, and chop, until it agreed with their manmade ideas. That’s not a translation; it’s a perversion.

	 

	In the next chapter, we’ll look at how Jehovah’s Witnesses pervert the Person of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and the means of salvation. We’ll see that Jehovah’s Witnesses ideas on how to be saved and get to Heaven are not the Gospel. We’ll also throw in a little bit from their version of the afterlife. Again, they deny the doctrine of Hell. So, are they saying Jesus came to us, and died that horrible gruesome death on the cross, to save us from something like low self-esteem or a poor economic status? No, he came to save us from Hell. But again, they don’t want to believe that, so they hack, chop, and insert to make them a new bible created by man that agrees with their ideas.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	Perverted Doctrines

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	In the previous chapter we saw how Jehovah’s Witnesses took a copy of the Bible and made up their own source of authority through creation of their New World Translation, which coincidentally validated whatever doctrines they had been making up for the previous seventy or eighty years. And ever since, they have been changing and molding that book to fit whatever beliefs they invented after the original version, as well as fix what the original authors of their New World Translation missed in their perversion of Scripture. It was just a hack job on the Bible. Of course, perversion of Scripture is not how we rightly interpret the word of God.

	 

	As cults do, Jehovah’s Witnesses got their source of authority wrong by relying on man’s ideas, so the rest of their teachings accelerated downhill from there. As we saw, they’re messed up on the nature of God and they fail to understand the Trinity, which leads to all sorts of bad doctrine like the idea that God only wants to be called, “Jehovah.” And we left off there, exploring the five signs of a cult.  

	 

	Besides their problems identifying the true nature of God and the Trinity, they also mess up the third aspect, which is a biblical understanding of who Jesus is. Let’s take a look at that: 

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses believe Jesus is God’s only direct creation.”

	 

	So, they claim Jesus is a creation of God and He is the only being or thing God created.

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses believe everything else was created by means of Christ and that the initial unassisted act of creation, uniquely identifies Jesus as God’s only begotten Son.”

	 

	Wait a second! Here’s another of many classic passages where they not only take it completely out of context, but also insert and change words to fit their ideas. Does the Bible say that Jesus created all other things? No. Let’s see what the Bible says about the supremacy of Jesus in Colossians 1:15-20 where Scripture couldn’t be simpler and clearer about who Jesus is, even though Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t want to understand it because the verses don’t fit their fabricated ideas:

	 

	“Jesus is the image of the invisible God…”

	 

	So, if we want to see God, this verse tells us to look at Jesus. It’s a passage about a deity.

	 

	“[He is] the firstborn of all creation.”

	 

	“Firstborn” is the term Jehovah’s Witnesses twist to validate their doctrine. But how can they explain the fact that “firstborn” also occurs elsewhere in the original language of Scripture as, “prototokos,” which literally means, “preeminent one.” It isn’t a timing issue, as far as who is the oldest child in the family. That’s not at all what it’s referring to. Again, “prototokos” means “preeminent one,” so why is Paul calling Jesus the Preeminent One? Well, when we keep reading, Scripture tells us that Jesus is the One Who is responsible for all creation. Of course, He’s above and beyond it all as the Preeminent One because He’s the One responsible for creating it all. And that’s what Jehovah’s Witnesses mess with to make the Scripture line up with their ideas. Colossians goes on to say,

	 

	“For by Him all things were created…”

	 

	Was it “all other things?” No. The text clearly says, “all things.” But here’s another classic example of what Jehovah’s Witnesses did in the creation of their New World Translation where they insert words that aren’t in the Bible, so the resulting perversion of Scripture fits their preconceived ideas. And in case we’re not sure, or doubt what Scripture means by all things, it goes on to specify:

	 

	“For by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities—all things [not all other things] were created by Him and for Him. And He is before all things…”

	 

	So, Jesus is before all things. How can He be only the first born in a timing concept? The Trinity is not constrained by earth or the universe’s time. Jesus is before all things as the second of the Trinity; the Son of God. God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are outside of time.

	 

	“He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is the Head of the body, the Church. He is the beginning, the preeminent one [firstborn] from among the dead.”

	 

	Why is He the Preeminent One among the dead? It’s because no one had ever risen from the dead like Jesus.

	 

	“He is the beginning, the Preeminent One from among the dead, that in everything He might have supremacy. For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Jesus, and through Jesus to reconcile to Himself all things.”

	 

	How many times already have these verses said, “all” things and “everything,” but never once do they say, all “other” things? All “other” things only appear in the hack-job perversion put out by Jehovah’s Witnesses. That’s eisegesis, which is reading our own ideas into Scripture and it’s not how we are taught to deal with the Bible. Instead, exegesis is what we do and that is to let Scripture speak out to us.

	 

	“And through Jesus to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”

	 

	So again, Jehovah’s Witnesses fail to get the Bible right and it’s because they have a separate source of authority which does not involve the supremacy of Scripture. They are following men’s ideas, beliefs, teachings, and doctrine. They chopped, twisted, and hacked up the Bible to fit what their leaders advocated and that’s why they get most everything wrong. Here’s more on Jehovah’s Witnesses views about Jesus and notice how far they twist it:

	 

	“They believe Jesus is a created being in stages of existence. They believe Jesus was the archangel Michael and the Word.”

	 

	But in the New Testament, John calls Jesus the Word and he is not talking about the archangel Michael. I’m not going to cover all that evidence again because we saw, in great biblical detail, that the archangel Michael is not Jesus. There’s no way the two can be the same entity, and Jehovah’s Witnesses claims get even worse with their teaching that Jesus entered into other stages after starting out as the archangel Michael:

	 

	“[After starting as Michael] He turned into Jesus, the perfect man, and became the Messiah at His baptism. After His spiritual [notice they claim it wasn’t ‘physical’] resurrection, He became Michael again, but He retains the name, ‘Jesus.’”

	 

	What?! Of course, they make no sense because they got away from Scripture, which makes perfect sense when left as is. God didn’t make it difficult to understand His word. He wants us to know what He’s saying. But whenever a teaching about the Bible seems convoluted and confusing, that’s a sign man has gotten involved and has been tampering with the Word of God. Unfortunately, that’s what they did.

	 

	“Then they say Jesus served as a redeemer and a ransom sacrifice to pay for the sins of mankind. They believe Jesus died on a single upright torture stake, rather than on a traditional cross. They also believe that references in the Bible to the archangel Michael, Apollyon, and the Word, all refer to Jesus.”

	 

	Where do we even start with that? First, let’s deal with the issue of Apollyon. “Apollyon,” or “Abaddon,” comes from Revelation 9:

	 

	“They had as a king over them, the angel of the Abyss [‘Abussos’ in the Greek, or ‘the Bottomless Pit,’] whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek it is Apollyon.”

	 

	In Hebrew, Abaddon means, “place of destruction,” and the Greek is, “the destroyer.” So, the description is basically the same in both languages. To put the verse in context, we need to look at what happens before it in Revelation 8 and 9. Those chapters talk about the trumpet judgments, which makes these events part of the Seven Year Tribulation’s last half. So, by itself, Jehovah’s Witnesses’ timing is an issue. Besides that, what other detail do we see from those two chapters?

	 

	“When [the angel] blows this [fifth] trumpet, the Abyss, a great smoking pit, opens up. A horde of demonic host rises up out of it and are given power to torture people who have taken the mark of the beast [those not having the seal of God,] and it’s so bad that they want to die but God does not allow them to.”

	 

	What is happening there is a horrible time of God’s judgment. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that king of demonic horde from the bottomless pit is Jesus. But of course, it is not. Now there is debate about whether Apollyon refers to Satan. I don’t buy into that camp because I think it’s more likely one of Satan’s underlings, a demonic entity, which is one of the rulers, powers, or authorities mentioned as part of the monarchial demonic-structure breakdown we see in Ephesians 6. 

	 

	Either way, it’s certainly not Jesus Christ. Again, these guys twist Scripture and it’s the same with all cults. Invariably, they all get Jesus wrong. Twisting Jesus is a pivotal sign to know if you’re getting involved with a cult. Again, whenever an individual or group gets outside the Bible, I don’t care who they are, what degrees they have, how much slick math they know, how much history they can recount, or how many bible verses they can recite from memory, none of that means they are applying their knowledge correctly. Whenever an individual, group, or organization gets outside the Bible, they are on the road to becoming a cult.

	 

	Still, they try to defend themselves by claiming something like, “But, God told me,” blah, blah, blah. “God told me,” or something similar, is one of the most dangerous phrases to come from anyone’s mouth. If you hear it, you need to run because the beliefs all plummet off the cliff from there. Whenever a person gets outside the Bible with their doctrine, talking and skipping through Scripture, they’re eventually going to get God wrong, as well as Jesus. And in this life, you can mess up all sorts of important ideas, but make sure you don’t get God and Jesus wrong. If you fashion the wrong Jesus out of man’s teachings, you’re not going to make it to Heaven. This issue is extremely series stuff. Let’s continue on with what Jehovah’s Witnesses profess:

	 

	“They say Jesus is considered to be the only intercessor and high priest between God and mankind and appointed by God as the king and judge of His kingdom.”

	 

	Again, that’s just the tip of the iceberg with their false beliefs about Jesus and we’ve already dealt some with this claim but let’s take a quick look at more about the false identities Jehovah’s Witnesses have for Jesus Christ, including more on the crazy notion that the archangel Michael turned into Jesus and then back again into Michael:

	 

	“They say Jesus is not God, Jesus is God’s first creation, Jesus is a created being, Jesus was a spirit creature, Jesus is the archangel Michael, and Jesus is the Mediator for only the 144,000 [Jehovah’s Witnesses.]”

	 

	Of course, we’ve already shown how the Bible completely dismisses any notion that the 144,000 are even Christians or the Church, let alone Jehovah’s Witnesses. Scripture shows those to be celibate male Jewish evangelists who show up during the Seven Year Tribulation.

	 

	“They say Jesus was not born as the Christ, He did not die on the cross, He did not physically rise from the dead, and Jehovah’s Witnesses actually say they are the Christ. In the book, The Divine Plan of the Ages, the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society teaches that Jehovah’s Witnesses, together with Jesus, constitute the Christ.”

	 

	“Christ” is from the Greek word, “Christos,” meaning “the anointed one,” which is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word, “Moshiach,” meaning “Messiah.” So, Jesus Christ, “Christos,” means Jesus is the “Messiah.” So, Jehovah’s Witnesses would have us believe that humans didn’t have a complete Messiah until the Jehovah’s Witnesses, in the form of Charles Taze Russell, arrived on the scene. What about all the other people on the planet who died before Russell came along? Were they all doomed until Russell came along? No. But again, this confirms that Jehovah’s Witnesses are part of the lost; following a cult!

	 

	Of course, their contention is completely without merit, but Jehovah’s Witnesses try to cite Scripture passages to support their false teaching because one thing that they cannot seem to stomach is the deity of Jesus Christ. From that central motivation, they try to fight Christians with Bible verses, again, taken out of context. Let me give a couple of examples that Jehovah’s Witnesses are not the only ones to challenge Christians with these arguments. They are common to many who deny the deity of Christ.  

	 

	Deniers of Jesus’ divinity will say something like, “Well, if Jesus is God, why did He pray to the Father?” The easy answer is that Jesus did so because He, in His humanity, was a man under the law. The Bible teaches that Jesus is not just God, but also a man. However, Scripture certainly does not teach that He is only a man. The biblical doctrine of Jesus, who is the second person of the Trinity as the Son of God, shows that He is fully God and fully man at the same time. 

	 

	But Jehovah’s Witnesses and other cults invariably try denying the deity of Jesus Christ by focusing on passages that do not deny His deity, but do detail that aspect of Jesus, which is human. They take the description of His human side and then twist, contort, ignore, or deny the passages that proclaim His deity. They focus on examples of human experiences like Jesus suffering and being hungry. But of course, He was, because He came to earth to be fully man. That does not discount the fact that He’s also the Creator of all things. It’s not an “either or” situation. It’s a “both and” example. Jesus is fully God and fully man. In His humanity, He even prays to the Father, but you’d expect that as fully man, and it certainly isn’t a denial of His deity.

	 

	Another skeptic’s question put forth by those who want to deny Jesus as part of the Trinity, goes something like this: “Well, if Jesus is God then why did Jesus say the Father was greater than He?” Again, the answer is simple for those who want to hear it: Jesus’ position taken here on earth in His humanity, which did not divest Him from His deity, was different than God the Father’s position. Jesus took on a human position but is no different in His nature. 

	 

	Though Hebrews 2:9 says Jesus, for a short time, was made lower than the angels, does that mean the angels took supremacy over Christ? No. As we saw, Jesus is the One Who created all things, including those angels, so when Philippians 2 says Jesus humbled Himself in His humanity, He was still fully God. God Himself came and died on the cross for us. It’s no wonder the Scripture says the angels were so curious to look at these things. 

	 

	Can you imagine how Jesus’ human life appeared to the holy angels, not including those who rebelled with Satan? God’s angels had spent their entire existence experiencing God’s presence and then look down to earth where us horrible sinners live, myself included, only to see God Himself take on flesh (Philippians 2) to walk among us in the form of a Servant? They see God, the Creator of the entire universe and the pure, holy, and blameless One we humans sinned against over and over, actually taking on human form to allow humans the chance to make Him suffer. Then humans are actually allowed to murder Him on a cross, which turns out to be God’s way of allowing us sinners to become blameless. It’s no wonder the angel’s minds are blown. But again, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other cults focus on and twist passages referring to the humanity of Jesus but ignore those about His deity. It’s not “either or”; it’s “both and.” 

	 

	Another challenge, from those who deny Christ’s deity, goes something like this: “The Bible says Jesus asked, “Why do you call me good? Only God is good.” They say that’s proof Jesus is not God. However, the full passage actually shows Jesus admitting His deity. Those who say otherwise have to completely twist the context. 

	 

	In Luke 18, Jesus said, “It is true that only God is good.” So, God is the standard of good. That does not mean that mankind can’t do good things, but as far as absolute pure example of good, the standard of what is good, it only comes from God since He is holy, holy, holy. 

	 

	We can also flip that challenge around and ask Jehovah’s Witnesses this question: Was Jesus good? They would obviously have to say “yes” so therefore, when Jesus said only God was good, He was confirming his own deity because what He was doing was good and they just admitted it. He’s trying to get them to acknowledge who He is; that He’s God. That was Jesus’ way of pointing it out. He’s basically telling them something like this:

	 

	“So, you’re saying I’m good, right? You’re saying I’m a good teacher, right? Well, I think we both know only God is good so considering your agreement with both those statements, answer this question: Whom does that make Me? I’m God, right? You’re talking to God.”

	 

	That’s what Jesus was getting across in that passage, so those are actually verses confirming His deity. Another wrong point that deniers of Christ’s deity make, is with a question like this: “Why did Jesus say that He could only do those things that He saw the Father do?” Of course, it’s because, as God in the flesh, Jesus was able to do the same things that God the Father would do because Jesus is God, so there’s another deity-confirming passage. But Jehovah’s Witnesses twist the passage to manufacture an idea that it proves He’s not God.

	 

	Now let’s look at their claim about Jesus supposedly not rising physically rise from the dead but only spiritually:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses say Jesus rose as a spirit and that the material body of Jesus was taken away by God the Father. Therefore, they deny the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

	 

	Is it a big deal that they deny the physical resurrection of Jesus? Uh…Yes! In fact, His physical resurrection is the crux of our faith. Paul says this in 1 Corinthians 15 as part of what’s called the resurrection chapter: 

	 

	“If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is also in vein.”

	 

	In other words, if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, everything we’re doing in writing and reading this book would be an absolute waste of time, we’re all still stuck in our sins, and we’re going straight to Hell. If that were the case, we might as well emulate the world with their, “party and live it up until we die,” attitude. And by the way, in an example of Scripture interpreting Scripture, we know it was a real physical resurrection because Jesus even admitted it. Here in John 2:19, Jesus said He would raise His body from the dead:

	 

	“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”

	 

	I assume everyone agrees that Jesus is talking about His body, which is a temple, so Jesus admitted He would raise his body physically, not spiritually, from the dead.

	 

	Another claim from Jehovah’s Witnesses is that Jesus only became the Messiah at his baptism. Is that true? No. It really makes me want to ask them this: “What Bible are they reading?!” But we already know why their doctrine is so messed up, it’s because they follow their hack-job New World Translation, which should be titled, New World Perversion. It was created to mold the Bible to their preconceived ideas so of course their teaching that Jesus became the Messiah at His baptism, is not true. Luke 2 says this about Jesus:

	 

	“For today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior who is Christ the Lord.”

	 

	Right there at His birth, Jesus is the Messiah, so it didn’t happen at His baptism, but this too fits their pattern of denying His deity over and over again. And by the way, many times in the Scripture, Jesus flatly declared that He is God and it’s why the Jewish people wanted to kill Him. In fact, Acts 7 says Jesus is prayed to, Matthew 2 tells us Jesus is worshiped, John 20 says Jesus is called God, and we all know the story of “Doubting Thomas” who won’t believe Jesus’ body has been resurrected until he can put his finger into the wounds.

	 

	In defense of Doubting Thomas, I always like to remind people that everyone has had their doubts. We could all be given that same extension to our names, right? So, what happened next for Thomas? Jesus appears in His physical body and allowed Thomas to put his hands where the physical wounds were plain to see. It wasn’t spiritual at all. 

	 

	Jesus even ate fish with the disciples. Was Jesus just a spirit that consumed the food while people watched the fish parts travel through His spiritual digestive system like some sort of translucent jellyfish? No. He ate it with His physical body because His resurrection was physical. 

	 

	Another good proof Jesus is God comes from what Thomas said after being able to confirm he was touching Jesus’ resurrected wounded body. In John 20:28, Thomas replied, “My Lord and My God.” Thomas says that to Jesus. Scripture can’t get more blunt than that!

	 

	There are a multitude of other proofs that Jesus is God, including Jesus saying He is the only One who reveals the Father. In other words, if we want to see the Father, we need only look at Jesus. To know the Father is to know Jesus and vice versa. Then there is Stephen who was full of the Holy Spirit (the third person of the Trinity, and also God), in Acts 7. Stephen said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Only God can receive a spirit, so Stephen was praying to Jesus as God and it happened while he was under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

	 

	Jesus was also worshiped in the Bible, as we see in passages like Matthew 14:33: 

	 

	“Then those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, ‘You are certainly God’s son!’”

	 

	That story is so cool when you look closely at it in the original Greek. Jesus and His followers were in a major storm and not riding in some sort of giant houseboat or massive cruise liner. It was a tiny boat full of guys, so it didn’t take much to really get rocking with water coming in all sides as the storm raged. The men were all freaking out; including Jesus, right? No. Jesus was in the back of the boat sleeping like He was on a feather bed. He’s was getting much needed rest as a part of His humanity. 

	 

	The men roused Jesus to help because of what they perceived as a life-threating situation. As we know, Jesus simply rebuked the disturbance, but we can’t get the whole picture until it’s read in the Greek. Imagine a crazy tempest of wind and water with huge swells, but then when Jesus rebukes the tumult, it instantly ended. It’s not like it slowed to a final stop over five minutes. The moment Jesus spoke at the storm, the original Greek explains that it was suddenly gone and completely silent. It’s no wonder those people freaked out. 

	 

	Also, because Jesus is God, the Bible talks about Him walking on water. Those seeing Him thought He was a “spirit,” which in the Greek is “phantasma.” It means something that looks like a “ghost.” The Bible says they screamed, but the Greek, more specifically, tells us they shrieked like little girls.

	 

	Jesus is God, Who created all of creation, so of course He walks on water and stops a storm instantly. There are examples of biblical people worshiping Jesus because He is God in the flesh, as the Bible shows over and over again. Jesus did not say He was only the archangel Michael so, being consistent with the Scriptures, we shouldn’t worship Him because the Bible says angels are not to be worshiped. He didn’t say it because he is God. How can Jehovah’s Witnesses explain that one? Matthew 28 talks about worship of Jesus by women after the resurrection: 

	 

	“Behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. They came up to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.”

	 

	So again, Jehovah’s Witnesses want to paint Jesus as a mere man by taking Scripture out of context to focus on his humanity, while also denying passages confirming His deity. The Bible clearly teaches He is both. Here is the question for them:

	 

	“Is a mere man sufficient sacrifice for all of our sins?”

	 

	If Jesus were just a mere man, what sort of nature would he have inherited just like the rest of us? He would have inherited our sin nature, but what’s the problem with that? If that were the case, He would not have been the perfect sacrifice. And if he wasn’t the perfect sacrifice, then He would not rise from the dead. Sin keeps us down in the grave. Death has a hold on us because of the penalty of sin. The wages of sin is death.

	But Jesus rose from the grave because He is sinless. Having no sway over him, death could not hold Him because He defeated it. If Jesus were a mere man, would he be able to save us? No. That’s the importance of maintaining what Scripture teaches. Yes, He’s fully man but He’s also fully God. He’s fully man because God, being the deity, cannot die. But we still needed someone to die as the sacrifice for our sins: the substitutionary atonement, or lamb led to the slaughter, so Jesus had to also become fully man, although a sinless man. That way He is the perfect sacrifice because a man is able to physically die. But also, being God, He was the only man who could live a perfect life. As God He continues to live on today. If it weren’t for someone outside the realm of man entering into the realm of man, we’d be doomed. So again, the question for deniers of Jesus deity is this:

	 

	“How can anyone be saved? God himself must stand in place of His people and bear the divine wrath on their behalf. Only He is worthy. Only He is able. Only He is good enough. Only Jesus could die for all our sins because Jesus is God. The Bible says Jesus is called the Son of God, He’s sinless, He knew all things, He gives eternal life, and the fullness of the deity dwells within Him.”

	 

	Again, in a blunt example of Scripture affirming that Jesus is God, and the reason Jewish leaders of the time wanted to kill Him, Jesus declares this in John 8: 

	 

	“Truly, truly, I tell you, ‘before Abraham was born, I AM!’”

	 

	What is Jesus quoting there? “I AM” is in Exodus 3:14 and it’s the exact name God gave the people as His divine name. God told Moses to tell the Israelites that,

	 

	“I AM [God] has sent me [Moses] to you [the Israelites.]” 

	 

	That’s why it’s always important to consider context when reading the Bible verses isolating one verse from the rest of Scripture. When Jesus used that term, “I AM,” you better believe the Jewish people knew exactly what He was implying. They knew he was saying, “I’m God.” And again, if we keep reading in Matthew, what came from that? The Jewish leaders wanted to kill Him because they thought they were hearing a mere man claim equality with God. Jesus also said this in John 10: “I and the Father are One.”

	 

	Now we’ve seen that there is abundant rock-solid biblical proof that Jesus is God, so is this stuff about Him being less than God some weird aberrant belief Jehovah’s Witnesses came up with? No. What did Solomon say about new things? He told us “there is nothing new under the sun.” Whenever we think we see a new idea, it’s probably already been done. Have you ever thought of a nifty idea that seemed to be worth a million dollars? Many have and some have even taken the next step to try patenting their creation, only to find someone forty years ago had already done so.

	 

	So, knowing there’s nothing new under the sun, where did Jehovah’s Witnesses get their ideas about Jesus? Believe it or not, they just resurrected an old-fashioned teaching, which was already dealt with by the early Church. It came from a guy named, Arius, so they called it, “Arianism.” Arius lived in Alexandria during the 4th century A.D. and he taught this:

	 

	“Jesus is not equal to the Father by nature. He’s just the first creation of God.” 

	 

	What does that sound like? It’s the same belief Jehovah’s Witnesses teach today. Arius died in 336 A.D., so Jehovah’s Witnesses false teaching is nowhere near new because the early Church dealt with it way back then. Unfortunately, even though it was put to rest at the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D., Jehovah’s Witnesses brought it back. Here’s more on that council meeting:

	 

	“There were 318 bishops from the east and a few from the west. The Arians presented their statement of faith, which ‘flatly denied the deity of Christ.’ It literally shocked the people there. As a result, it was roundly rejected, and it was commanded that the writings of Arius be burned.”

	 

	That brings up a good story about how I was privileged to witness to some Witnesses, who knocked on my door one day. They were two girls and the funny part was it happened toward the end of a long ten-day break from Bible College as I was getting very antsy to return. Our longest breaks were two weeks, so I felt this was still quite some time away since I really missed the awesome atmosphere of being around everyone at school with all of us learning so much about God and on fire for Jesus. After more than a week and a half away, I felt I was grinding down to just the tiniest bit of Spiritual power. I was feeling like a Spiritual stump. So, while sitting in the kitchen at a very low point, weak spiritually, and praying to God about how I didn’t feel like I was doing anything for Him, right then a knock came at my door from the Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

	 

	As happens often during discussions with Jehovah’s Witnesses at the door, not long into it the ladies started attacking the deity of Jesus Christ. Of course, I challenged their arguments by asking them why Jesus forgives sins if He’s supposedly not God, because only God forgives sin. That was one they couldn’t handle well because Witnesses are usually just following the organization’s script. I was trying to get them off track with some truth from the Bible. Along with some other proofs of Christ’s deity, I also asked why Scripture shows Jesus being worshiped when only God can be worshiped.

	 

	At that point one of girls pulled out an argument she thought would be the “Got you!” moment. She said, “Well, that might be what your Bible says but during the early Church there was a conspiracy at the Council of Nicea.” Just then my heart leapt for joy because just ten days before, guess what our final exam was about? It covered Church history and dealt heavily with the Church councils. So, I started ripping through every council, including Nicea in 325. She was blown back big time as I let her know the Council of Nicea did not deny the deity of Jesus Christ so what she’d been told about a supposed conspiracy was untrue. After that I asked questions about Jehovah’s Witnesses’ sketchy founding and invited them to come back for more “discussion.” Unfortunately, as they left, it seems they must have marked my front door with a bloody “x” or something as I never saw them or any other Witnesses at that door again.

	 

	So, don’t fall for the type of baloney where people bring up accusations of conspiracy in the early Church that caused the Bible to be written wrong. Many of those sorts of challenges seem to come up about the Council of Nicea, but the truth is that an important result from Nicea was a flat-out decree to burn that trash doctrine invented by Arius and pushed by his Arians. Here’s an important point about the deity of Christ as was discussed at that council in 325:

	 

	“The Council of Nicea overwhelmingly affirmed the deity and eternality of Jesus Christ and the relationship between the Father and the Son as one substance. They affirmed the Trinity as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They were listed as coequal and coeternal persons.”

	 

	So that’s what the council really said. 

	 

	Here’s more analysis of the Bible’s teachings about Jesus as fully God:

	 

	“The New Testament teaches Jesus as Messiah is to be worshiped. He is coequal with God. The New Testament forbids worship of angels but commands worship of Jesus [How do Jehovah’s Witnesses explain that?] Paul says that, in Christ, the fullness of deity lives in bodily form, He is the only one to whom we must pray to for salvation [not angels,] Jesus is Lord over all, and God is our Savior. John continues with the theme of Jesus’ divinity: He is the source of all light, He is the way, the truth, and the life, He is Sovereign, and He’s the Son of God. Hebrews reveals the deity of Jesus [saying,] He is the object of our faith, hope, and love.”

	 

	So again, the Scripture overwhelmingly affirms the deity of Jesus Christ while it tells us He is fully man but also fully God. However, instead of following the Bible, Jehovah’s Witnesses focus on Jesus’ humanity as they ignore or twist the passages we just looked at that say He’s also fully God. And unfortunately, even though, almost 1700 years ago, the Church severely dealt with and outright rejected the outrageous Arian idea that Jesus somehow is not God, people don’t know their Bible or Church history so they’re easily duped by one of the same old lies from Satan. Early on, Satan attacked who Jesus is because, if we get that wrong, we won’t be going to Heaven and that’s what Satan wants. Satan repackaged the teaching and rose up Arianism to restart the lie all over again.

	 

	Now let’s continue on with the “nature of man,” which is the next thing Jehovah’s Witnesses get wrong. Notice again that when a person or group is messed up on their source of authority, the rest of it spills downhill. From following the wrong source of authority, Jehovah’s Witnesses got their hack job of the Bible wrong as they listened to a man and then a group of men, over God’s word. That’s the way to fail every time. It’s always going to go downhill from there, causing wrong beliefs about the nature of God, the Trinity, Jesus, the afterlife, and certainly the nature of man. Let’s see what they say about that last one:

	 

	“Jehovah’s Witnesses believe the spirit or life force God gives us at our birth departs at death. There is no conscious existence at death. They believe there is no consciousness after death.”

	 

	Is that what the Bible teaches; that when we die, we just “poof” out of existence? Of course not; in fact, how do they reconcile that idea with the resurrection? What is the resurrection? From the grave, we come back to life in a real physical resurrected body. And if we were to die right now, we’d get a spiritual body. So, either way, we’re coming back. We don’t just poof out of existence.

	 

	Another false teaching being spread is “soul sleep.” Adherents say the Bible talks about people falling asleep, but that’s just a euphemism for the fact that he or she died. If you’ve ever seen the moment a person takes their last breath, it does look like they’ve just fallen asleep. Scripture is very clear about what happens at death. We’ll take a look at that but first here’s more about Jehovah’s Witnesses teachings:

	 

	“According to The Watchtower, when you die you literally cease to exist. On judgment day, only the faithful [It’s a works-based salvation] Jehovah’s Witnesses will be resurrected to life and get to come back on Paradise earth [which is their version of the Millennial Kingdom.] The rest of mankind will be annihilated [a false teaching called, ‘annihilationism’] and made to not exist with no eternal punishment in a fiery Hell.”

	 

	This is the same sort of doctrine we see from other cults like Mormonism, which teaches that there is supposedly a second chance for everyone, and it’s brought about by a Mormon baptismal ceremony that can include baptism of those already dead. Like Jehovah’s Witnesses do over and over, the Mormons believe that idea because leadership took a passage of Scripture out of context. But people are naturally sympathetic to that false teaching because we want to think it’s just way too harsh for God to really send anyone to Hell forever and ever. So, in believing this falsehood from a cult that made it up, folks can grab onto the deception that everyone gets a second chance. But the lie has eternal consequences.

	 

	It’s the same thing with Jehovah’s Witnesses teaching that death will just be a “poof” and we’ll no longer exist. However, just like the Mormon claim, which is the same sort of doctrine as other cults, those who are “faithful,” in their volunteer work and handing over their cash to the leadership get an eternal reward. In Jehovah’s Witnesses case, their “faithful” supposedly get to “unpoof,” which is illogical because you have to wonder if that unpoofed entity is really the same person. We’ll talk more about that in a minute.

	 

	So, Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that the rest of us don’t go to Hell because that’s too harsh, and with no real literal Hell, we’ll only face annihilation. Of course, it’s no shock that these teachings again contradict the Bible because we already know their source of authority is that hack job book from men, instead of a reliance on Scripture. Second Corinthians 5:8 says this:

	 

	“We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”

	 

	Do we exit existence in a poof because our great hope is to be annihilated? No. And where is the Lord Jesus right now? He’s in heaven at the right hand of the Father. The Bible says, “To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.” So, if we Christians died right now, we’d instantly be with the Lord Jesus. In 2 Corinthians 12:2, Paul does not mention a “poofing out of existence” but does say this:

	 

	“I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven.”

	 

	The third heaven is the dwelling place of God as we see in the Greek with “ouranos,” meaning heavens and the third heaven is defined by the context in that verse. The first heaven is where the birds fly in our atmosphere, the second heaven is where the stars are, which is space, and the third heaven, where Paul was caught up to, is the actual dwelling place of God the Father.

	 

	“The Bible teaches that once we die, we continue on after death.”

	 

	Jesus said this in John 6:40:

	 

	“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself [will cause Him to be poofed out of existence on the last day? No.] will raise him up on the last day.”

	 

	In Romans 8, Paul says this:

	 

	“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”

	 

	Does the Holy Spirit dwell in us? Yes! He has to, and in fact, Paul says that if He isn’t in you, you’re not a Christian. The moment we’re saved, being indwelled by the Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee that we will get to heaven rather than poof out of existence. Daniel 12:2 says this:

	 

	“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.”

	 

	Notice there are only two options: some go up and the rest go down. In Philippians 1:21 and 23, Paul tells us this:

	 

	“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain...But I am hard pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.”

	 

	To the man next to Jesus on the cross, who put his faith in Him as it says in Luke 23:43, did Jesus say something like this: Truly I say to you, today, with an instantaneous ‘poof,’ you will be annihilated. No! Of course, Jesus didn’t say that. Instead, the Bible tells us He said,

	 

	“Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”

	 

	So again, that belief comes from a reliance on their own perverted Bible created by men like the fry cook with no biblical education and the spirit medium who channeled demonic entities to get his hack-job version of the Bible.

	 

	Annihilationism is also proven to be a false teaching by certain phrases in Scripture that are easy to understand by using just a little common sense. One of those phrases, used over and over again in the Bible, is “forever and ever.” That phrase is Scripture’s “antipoof” (now there’s a great word for those hooked on the deep-southern Greek.) But here’s the common sense part: if we want to use “forever and ever” to imply eternality in one aspect, we need to be consistent when applying it in another area like the afterlife. Let me give you an example: I think we all agree that God the Father is eternal and that includes Jehovah’s Witnesses. It’s what the Bible says in 1 Timothy 1:17 and Revelation 5:13:

	 

	“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	So, when we see the phrase, “forever and ever,” what does it mean? It refers to “eternality.” Well, guess what. The same phrase in the Bible also applies to Hell. Revelation 14:11, 19:3, and 20:10, say this:

	 

	“And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever [eternally] and they have no rest, day or night, those who worship the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

	 

	“Hallelujah! Her smoke rises up forever and ever. [eternally]”

	 

	“And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. [eternally]”

	 

	If annihilationism were true, the depiction of Revelation’s events, at the end of the Seven Year Tribulation, could not be correct. At Jesus’ second coming, the Antichrist Beast and False Prophet are thrown into the Lake of Fire. Then, 1000 years later after the Millennial Kingdom Reign of Christ, at the end of Revelation, at the Great White Throne Judgment, the Devil is put into the Lake of Fire. Does it inform us that the Antichrist and False Prophet used to be there but were “poofed” out of existence at some point? No. The Bible says that’s where they are. A thousand years later, they are still in the Lake of Fire. Annihilationism is a crazy notion completely without biblical merit because it certainly denies Scripture.

	 

	“‘Forever and ever’ is a phrase used about the glory of God; that it will never ever cease. The same phrase is used to speak of the torment of people in Hell. They will also likewise never cease, as well.”

	 

	In Matthew 25:46, Jesus said this:

	 

	“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

	 

	Eternal life is something we Christians bank on, right? How long do we get to be in Heaven? If we can make it there, everyone agrees we’ll exist from then on. There is no point later when we will cease to exist. Well, in the same verse, Jesus twice uses the identical phrase when speaking about both eternal life and eternal punishment. So how can anyone be so completely inconsistent to say Heaven is forever, but Hell is not? If we choose not to go to Heaven, we’re going to be punished forever in Hell. That’s what Scripture teaches.

	 

	We also know that annihilationism can’t be true because the Bible says Hell is a place of punishment. If we just poofed out of existence, instead of being punished, that is a release from punishment, so the idea is all mixed up and impossible. Again, once people take a verse or two out of context to give the text a wrong meaning, it makes the rest the Bible start to fall apart. If that happens, it’s not Scripture’s fault. It’s just man tweaking the Word to read his ideas into the Bible. From there it can get as bad as Jehovah’s Witnesses’ hack-job perversion of Scripture from man’s hands. So of course, it falls apart. The Bible is meant to speak out to us.

	 

	Again, some support annihilationism because they want to think people can’t really be tormented forever in a lake of fire. They point out that if a person was cast into a lake of fire, technically they couldn’t last long because they’d be burned up. But that’s misunderstanding the afterlife and the condition of the body. Those younger folks reading this might have a hard time appreciating a particularly cool truth found in the Scripture, but it goes like this: when we die, we’re going to get a new body!! Hallelujah! Praise God!

	That new version of our body is something God put together on a prime-time tip-top chassis. It’s our glorified body that will be completely free of aches, pains, wrinkles, or crinkles. How awesome is that?! We won’t have to eat bran or tofu ever again and foul fowl will be gone for good! No one will have to worry about finding cans or boxes that say, “low-fat.” We get a new body because it will be what Scripture calls our “resurrected” body. It’s a special form prepared by God that is without sin and specially made to exist forever through our eternal life. The lost also get an eternal body prepared for them, which, when thrown into a lake of fire, won’t be consumed. There is no “poof” for them. That’s how serious and scary the reality of Hell is.

	 

	People who deny the existence of Hell also claim Hell is overkill. They’ll say something like, “Don’t you think its overkill that people who sinned but lived only 70 years will get punishment for eternity?” The answer is, no. And that’s because only an eternal punishment is befitting crimes committed against an eternal God. That’s how holy God is, which creates such a fearful standard. It’s why we Christians should be so incredibly thankful that God came to this planet for us even though we have offended, sinned and rebelled against, rejected, spit upon, mocked, and blasphemed Him; myself included. Yet He still chose to die on the cross to save us from Hell as the Bible tells us in Romans 5:

	 

	“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

	 

	We all certainly deserve to go to Hell. It is not unjust and in fact, even King David who committed the widely known sins of adultery and murder, said this:

	 

	“Against you God and you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight.”

	 

	Technically though, wouldn’t you say David also sinned against Bathsheba and Uriah? If so, then why would David claim to have only sinned against God? It’s because David understood all sin is ultimately against God. It’s not a matter of the length of time we sin but the character of God in whom we sin against. And that’s an important issue. Have you ever thought about what our rebellion must be like in the eyes of God? The Scripture puts it into perspective when mentioning that the holy angels, the two thirds who stayed with God, long to look at these things. Those holy angels had to be blown away by what God did through Christ. They must have been wondering how God could have had mercy on us sinners who actually deserve to burn in Hell forever for what we constantly do against a pure and holy God. They see us daily impugning His holiness so they must wonder how He could still care about us and want to give us a way out. One guy puts it this way:

	 

	“Here stands God on the day of creation. He looks at the stars and says, ‘All you stars, move yourselves into this place, start in this order, and move in a circle. Move exactly as I tell you until I give you another word,’ and the stars obey him. Then He says, ‘Planets, pick yourselves up and whirl. Make this formation on my command until I give you another word,’ and they obey Him. He looks at the mountains and says, ‘Be lifted up,’ and they obey. He tells the valleys, ‘Be cast down,’ and they obey. He looks at the seas and says, ‘You will come this far and no more,’ and the seas obey. Then he looks at us and says, ‘Come,’ and we say, ‘No.’”

	 

	Now you can see why we put out seven video studies, seven chapters of information on the “Holiness of God,” as a part of our larger study, The Character of God: Defeating Practical Atheism. The holiness of God is something we don’t hear about anymore.

	 

	And by the way, Hell was not originally created for mankind. God is not being unjust at all. In fact, He’d be completely justified in sending every one of us sinners to Hell with no way out. But instead, He made a way to escape that fate. Do you understand that? Even though He didn’t have to, He gave us a way to avoid the punishment for own corrupt actions. And it’s even been taken care of at no cost to us. There are absolutely no volunteer works, or any funds needed to attain that gift, which is 100% opposed to what cults claim to capture their follower’s free labor and cash. The truth though is that we need only accept the real-life free ticket that forgives us of every one of our sins and even those committed as we continue to blow it after accepting the free release from our deserved punishment. We’re still allowed in Heaven to be with God. We just need to say yes to it. Again, Hell was never designed for mankind but, using our God-given free will, if we choose to reject God’s gracious offer, we will end up in Hell. In Matthew 25:41, Jesus said about events coming in the future for mankind:

	 

	“Then the king will say to those on the left, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.’”

	 

	So again, Hell was not created for mankind but was originally for Satan and his demons. But since we have rebelled just like the devil and his demons did, if we also reject God’s merciful way out for us humans, then Hell is our eternal destination. 

	 

	I want to give you one of my favorite, but graphic, ways to illustrate what God is doing with what we’ve been talking about here and it involves how Satan has messed everything up, including mankind, sin, stealing, strife, fighting, torment, murder, wars, and the like. Name any sin and the devil is behind it. Here’s what one guy says:

	 

	“Think for a moment of what the devil has done. If you could design a place to make him pay for what he’s done in your life and the lives around you throughout all of human history, what kind of a place would you design for him? Well, God has designed such a place. It’s called Hell. Hell was originally designed by God to make the devil pay for bringing evil and rebellion into His creation [as the Bible says in Matthew 25:41.] It was a place where God’s anger, His rage, His wrath, would go uncut, unbridled, and uncensored. It was designed with the devil in mind; not for people. But Hell does not discriminate between a person and a demon. It’s like a woodchipper that you throw big logs and branches into. It grinds them up into mulch. That’s what Hell is. It’s God’s divine woodchipper. Nobody cringes when they see a log roundup. But imagine if someone grabbed a log and as they threw it into the chipper, a piece of a limb grabbed their pants and started to pull them in. What would you do? Would you not grab them? Would you not pull on them? Would you not scream, ‘Turn it off! Turn the machine off!’ Why? It’s because the chipper wasn’t designed for grinding humans. But the chipper doesn’t care if it’s a human or a log or a rock or a stone. It’s designed to crush. And so it is with Hell. It doesn’t care if it’s a demon or a human. It’s designed to crush and destroy and to heap pain and suffering and agony on rebellious angels, including Satan who dared to rebel against God. There is no escape. There’s no turning back. They are doomed and so it is with anyone who has the audacity to rebel against God; human or devil. The divine woodchipper is there to suck them in.”

	 

	Wow. And finally, I’ll say this to those who believe in annihilationism as they deny Hell. By espousing that belief, they cheapen what Jesus did on the cross. The Bible says Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. First Corinthians 15 says He defeated death. He came to rescue us from the penalty of our sin, which is what? We deserve to die and end up in the divine woodchipper. But when we say, “Oh well, the worst that can happen is us just poofing out of existence,” we cheapen the love, mercy, and fantastic amazing work that was Jesus’ death on the cross. Hell should scare us and the more we understand the holiness of God, and what we rightly deserve for impugning the holiness of God (Hell), the sweeter and sweeter and sweeter, the cross becomes to us. But if we take away that punishment, we’re not aiding God; we’re cheapening what God has done for us.

	 

	And by the way, that also takes the sting out of our witness to the lost. Do you remember how it was before you got saved? If you’re like me, you didn’t like hearing the word, “Hell.” Back then when anyone said I needed to be saved because I was headed to Hell, I didn’t like it. And that’s because Hell is supposed to be scary. Hell is scary! Hell is supposed to sting. But if we do away with that, cheapening the cross of Christ, we’re taking away that sting. People need to know this issue is serious. They better get saved and do so today because this could be their last day and their last breath. When that happens, if Christ Jesus is not in his or her heart, if they’ve not accepted Him as their savior because of the work He did for them on the cross, he or she is going to Hell.

	 

	But “poofism,” which is annihilationism, takes away that motivation. It robs mankind of the healthy fear that should lead us to repentance. That eternity saving motivation is what Jehovah’s Witnesses take away from people who believe their false teachings.

	 

	In the last chapter, we’ll deal with Jehovah’s Witnesses’ claims about the means of salvation. They say it’s not through Grace and instead is by means of works. We’ll get into detail about that and then discuss how best to witness to the Witness. Finally, to help confirm that this negative critique of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ false teachings is not just me making it up, we’ll finish by hearing from Witnesses, describing in their words, the aberrant doctrines taught by Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Eight

	————————————

	Witnessing to The Witnesses

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Because Jehovah’s Witnesses rely on a man-contrived false source of authority, their beliefs have long ago careened off a bridge and sank to the bottom of the swamp where we find the last central aspect of their teachings that we want to cover, which is the “means of salvation.” It’s no shock that Jehovah’s Witnesses share another common characteristic of cults: a works-based salvation. Did Jesus suffer on the cross just to kick-start a possible salvation for us? Does the rest depend upon our work? That isn’t even common sense, let along biblically sound. And it’s blasphemy! Jesus did it all. It’s by Grace we are saved through faith, right? (Ephesians 2:8-9) But most every cult teaches that, to supposedly achieve Heaven, their followers need to do things for the organization. That’s the whole game they play because each cult has their own to-do list for supposedly gaining a person’s own salvation. Here’s how Jehovah’s Witnesses characterize their beliefs on how to attain salvation: 

	 

	“Salvation is obtained from allegiance to Jehovah plus works.”

	 

	They actually admit it right there and it’s not a Christian belief. It’s not even close to being Christianity because Jehovah’s Witnesses are a cult that has no credibility saying they are Christians. Jehovah’s Witnesses’ religion is not Christian and is instead a system of personal works that they claim can get people to salvation. Their idea of “God plus works” is common to so many cults. A basic truth is that anytime someone says salvation is Jesus “plus,” Jesus “or,” Jesus “but,” or Jesus “and,” it’s not the Gospel. And Jehovah’s Witnesses admit they are teaching a “plus works” salvation. Again, every cult has their list of works and here is part of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ list: 

	 

	First of all, to achieve salvation, Witnesses are required to be baptized by immersion. Is that true? How about the thief on the cross next to Jesus who showed faith in Christ’s work on the cross? Jesus said he would be in Paradise with Jesus that same day. Did our Lord distract everyone by pointing out a squirrel somewhere so everyone would look the other way while Jesus quickly snuck the thief and himself down from the cross, baptized the man, and then hopped back up there before anyone noticed? No. That’s blasphemy. The thief was never baptized, yet Jesus said to him, “Today, you will be with me in Paradise.”

	 

	Second on their list to supposedly achieve your own salvation, is to have active association with the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. But do we need to be affiliated with any group for salvation? Of course not. We only need Jesus. 

	 

	Third they also prescribe faithfulness to the Kingdom Hall work and fourth is “righteous conduct.” The third one is the same issue as above. As far as righteous conduct, what does the Bible say about our righteousness? All of it is like filthy rags to God.

	 

	So again, Jehovah’s Witnesses are a works-based salvation and with any works-based salvation, whether it be Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormons, Catholicism, or any other, the followers have zero assurance of salvation. That’s because they can’t know when or if they’ve ever done enough to make it. At the end of this book, when I share the testimonies of former Witnesses who got saved, you’ll see how horrible and destructive that aspect of their beliefs is. One guy talks about being driven to drugs because of that state of never being able to know for sure. They can perform 100,000 works and give piles of money to their cult but upon arriving in Heaven, they don’t know if that number needed to be 100,001. Oops! But it will be too late.

	 

	Contrast that with what the Bible says about how Christians enter into God’s rest, which we’ll talk about more in a minute. But first, besides no assurance of salvation, Witnesses’ only hope is for a personal resurrection. But even that, according to Jehovah’s Witnesses, is not secure:

	 

	“Those who fail to live up to the...requirements for salvation or who are disfellowshipped by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society have no hope of salvation.”

	 

	Is that what the Bible teaches? No. That’s crazy, and in fact, the Bible says we are saved by faith in Christ’s work on the cross. For that, Scripture uses terms like “justified,” which is one of those Christianese words. We are justified by faith; not of works lest any man should boast. The Bible says that repeatedly. Jesus took our place so we could be justified. By the way, a good phrase to help remember the meaning of “justified” is, “just as if I’d never sinned.” That is salvation achieved through our faith in Jesus’ sacrifice; shedding His blood on the cross for us. We can’t work for it. Salvation is a gift. It would not be a gift if we had to work for it and if we believed otherwise, the rest of our thinking would tumble downhill from there.

	 

	That is just the start of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ list, which is their “law,” given to followers as a supposed means to gain salvation by their own works. Every cult has its law but what does the Bible say on that subject? Scripture declares that we Christians have been set free from the curse of the law. The law is a whole system of works that Jesus satisfied for us, so we’re no longer obligated to keep the law to receive salvation. He took care of the price in our place by living a perfect life before becoming the innocent sacrifice for our sins.

	 

	Another important truth from the Bible is that we Christians are indwelt with the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation. At that point, God writes His law on our hearts, so we no longer need an external list of rules (laws) to give us the dos and don’ts. It’s in our hearts. But we cannot be justified by trying to keep the law because no one but Jesus has been able to keep the law. And no one else ever will.

	 

	With that said, what is the standard to enter Heaven? Is it that we’ve spent our life being fairly good or at least better than someone else? No! The standard to enter Heaven is perfect goodness throughout our entire life. Why? It’s because God is holy, holy, holy, which means He’s perfect; completely without sin. The Bible says, “God is light, and there is no darkness in Him at all.” So, what’s the problem that prevents us from being with Him? We’ve all blown it. We’ve all sinned. The solution is not just a matter of recognizing that we are covered head to toe with sins and it does no good to vow that we’ll try not to sin as much from this point forward. We’ve still already messed up so the sin is all over us and we can’t get it off.

	 

	Justification is what we need and luckily, Jesus’ work on the cross can remove our sin if we accept it. He has atoned for our sins. There’s the big difference between Christianity and cults. Besides Jesus dying for us, does the Scripture also prescribe a bunch works for us to perform in order to earn and keep our salvation? No. The wonderful scriptural word is “rest.” And rest is something Witnesses do not have. They have no assurance or rest as they work their tails off while many literally drive themselves batty. We’ll look at some real-life examples at the end of this chapter, but the roots of that dysfunction can be seen in this doctrine from Jehovah’s Witnesses that gives its followers no rest.

	 

	We Christians can relax and peacefully thank God for cleansing us of all sins and saving us. In fact, let me share something really cool that I’ve been exploring in my own time with the Lord over the last few weeks. Scripture says that God will no longer remember Christian’s sins. In fact, the Hebrew is actually a much stronger sentiment. He says our sins will be “obliterated.” Isn’t that absolutely awesome!? Obliterated means exterminated out of existence. Hey, listen; even the idea that God will forget about our sins is good enough, right? Wow! Praise God! But He’s very much more emphatic in saying He’ll eradicate our sins. When you obliterate something, what’s left? There is nothing there anymore! On top of that, take a look at what Paul says in Philippians: 

	 

	“I forget what lies behind and run swiftly [in the Greek] toward what is ahead.”

	 

	And what was ahead for Paul is the prize. He’s striving Heavenward at the tasks Christ had for Him. And in Greek, when Paul says, “forget,” he’s specifically talking about forgetting the past to the extent that he puts his past into a “state of oblivion.” Hey, there it is again!

	 

	So, God has obliterated the record and memory of our sins. Isn’t that awesome?! And since God has let us know that He has obliterated our sins, why do we keep bringing them up? Paul tells us not to fall for that trap of dwelling on past sins. Jesus and Paul are trying to get us to understand that, whether your sin was a year ago, the previous day, or even one minute before now, for us Christians, that sin has been expunged from all memory. It’s been eliminated, exterminated, annihilated, and obliterated. Why? It’s because that’s the wonderful gift God has given us, so let’s get focused on moving forward!!

	 

	Isn’t that awesome?! And because of it, we can relax, be at peace, and appreciate Jesus for what He did. Followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t have that. And I’m telling you, that knowledge points out one of the best ways to witness to the Witness. Share with them the rest and peace you have in God through Jesus Christ. It is a rest from trying to earn our salvation because we know we’re saved by Grace through faith.

	 

	The Bible says we’re saved through faith and, on top of that, Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us we are not saved by works of the law, “so that no one may boast.” Romans 3:28 says this:

	 

	“Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified by faith without deeds of the law.”

	 

	And here’s Galatians 2:16:

	 

	“Nonetheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Christ Jesus.”

	 

	So, the question to Witnesses is, “How do you ever know you’ve done enough good works to be saved? Are all your hours of going door to door going to earn merit with God?” That answer is, “No.” In fact, when we see people today who push the requirement of works without rest, it makes you wonder if they’re part of those many people Jesus talked about who, as Matthew 7:22 tells us, will stand before Jesus on Judgment Day having not relied on the blood of Jesus but instead on their own works.

	 

	“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?”

	 

	What are they appealing to? It’s their own works, including religious works. Jesus continues:

	 

	“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;” [Emphasis added]

	 

	He says, “never.” Does that mean some of them got saved but then lost it? No. They were never saved. Jesus continues:

	 

	“Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.”

	 

	We can never be made worthy by anything we do, as Isaiah 64:6 tells us:

	 

	“All our righteous deeds are like filthy rags before the Lord.”

	 

	Wow. That’s some serious stuff. So again, a major point to get across when witnessing to the Witness is that Christians know for sure that we’re going to Heaven. That’s huge! They may not give you the satisfaction of saying it is an impactful message for them, but inside, that issue is an appealing one for them to hear. They are longing for security. They have no peace and rest. When alone, often Witnesses are crying because leadership keeps them in a state of torment.

	 

	Now flip this idea around to put yourself in the shoes of a Witness. Can you imagine living a life where you’re trying to work your tail off and you just really don’t know if it’s ever going to be enough? You don’t know if you’re going to make it to Heaven. Following their doctrine, which does not include the possibility of Hell, you don’t know if you’re going to get annihilated out of existence. In fact, you can’t know anything about your future. Can you imagine living like that every day of your life? That’s what these people are going through. Then we come along to let them know they can have the Christian’s peace and rest. That’s a powerful truth for them to be made aware of. 

	 

	Now let’s continue looking at more of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ beliefs and with this next part, keep in mind that the Bible says, “the anointed,” is every single born-again Christian, with each receiving the anointing of the Holy Spirit:

	 

	“They say only 144,000 faithful elect Jehovah’s Witnesses, known as the anointed class, will reign with Christ in the kingdom of God [their version of Heaven.]”

	 

	So only the 144,000 go to Heaven. Is that true? No. We saw that proof in great detail. Here is another of their requirements to be one of the 144,000:

	 

	“Only those born since 33 A.D. can be a part of that number. Most Jehovah’s Witnesses hope to be among the ‘other sheep’ or ‘great crowd’ who will...live forever in Paradise on earth.”

	 

	Now remember that Jehovah’s Witnesses claimed, “millions now living will never die [emphasis added.]” So, their whole teaching falls apart. On top of that, they teach that Heaven is only for the elite group of 144,000 so here’s what supposedly happens to the rest of the Witnesses:

	 

	“Most Jehovah’s Witnesses though, hope to be among the ‘other sheep’ or ‘great crowd’ who will not go to Heaven but, after Armageddon and the Millennium, will live forever in [their version of] Paradise on earth.”

	 

	But even though they have a supposed consolation prize, Witnesses have no guarantee of achieving that either. In fact, their doctrine says Witnesses can get into a state of perfection but then can lose it! But if they can lose it, they never had perfection, right? Whatever; we’ll get to that in a minute, but can you feel the angst and pressure their system heaps on its followers? No wonder Witnesses wear out their knuckles on the doors. One door after the other, they have to knock, knock, knock; motivated from the stress over the acceptability of their works. What a very sad way of living. Here’s more from their stressful system implemented to motivate works from the Witnesses:

	 

	“Those who have disobeyed Jehovah and his law will be annihilated…”

	 

	As we talked about before, there is no annihilation. Our futures are eternal life in eternal paradise or eternal punishment with torment. Both time periods use the exact same original words so there is no way they are not both eternal. Plus, annihilation is not punishment. It’s a release from punishment. The Bible says Hell is a place of punishment for those who reject Christ. Here’s more of what Jehovah’s Witnesses teach:

	 

	“Those who have disobeyed Jehovah and his law will be annihilated out of existence along with Satan and his demons. This is the second death.”

	 

	But that’s not what the Bible talks about as the Second Death. That happens when those in Hell are raised up to the Great White Throne Judgment before God. Those judged then go into the Lake of Fire. So, if Satan and his demons, as well as the rest who have been in Hell, thought it was bad there, they will feel like they hadn’t seen anything yet when confronted with the Lake of Fire. It’s like going from the frying pan into the fire. That’s the Second Death. But Jehovah’s Witnesses twist the idea of Hell because they don’t want to believe it’s true. Here’s what they say about Hell:

	 

	“Hell is regarded as unscriptural, unreasonable, contrary to God’s love, and unjust.”

	 

	But how could God be just if there is no punishment for sin? If we only received a quick “poof” and it’s over at the point of our annihilation, that’s a release from any punishment. That makes God’s world into one where we get to do whatever we’d like, because no matter how much we sin, there is no accountability enforced by punishment. What kind of a just God would that be?

	 

	As we saw before, God does what only He is able to do. He’s both “Love” and “Just” at the same time. We know that He’s “Love,” but He’s also “Just,” in that He does punish sin like how He punished His own Son Who was standing in for us; taking our punishment. And if we’d all say yes to that and receive the gift, it would set everyone free from their coming punishment. That’s love. God is both Love and Just; not one or the other.

	 

	Now you might think: Who in the world would ever fall for this Jehovah’s Witnesses stuff? Unfortunately, there’s a very large list of people from our society that have fallen for their false teachings. I’ll talk about a few and apparently, I’m not aware of some of the more popular celebrities with the whippersnappers these days because I didn’t recognize some on the list. But here are a few of the more famous Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	Prince, the musician who died in 2016, was a Jehovah’s Witness. And here’s something sad: He apparently was raised as a Baptist but converted to become a Witness in 2001 shortly after his mom’s death. What went wrong with that? It wasn’t that he just had a friend who was a Baptist. He was raised in a Baptist Church so that implies he spent some Sundays there. What kind of a church was that? How did he get through many services there and apparently not understand the Gospel?

	 

	We have seen this same sort of tragedy so many times now where people are attending a church, and hopefully being confronted with the truth, but then they walk out and either get involved with a cult, or some even start one. What happened in those situations? And it shows the importance of us being disciples who are outwardly concerned for other’s salvation instead of having only an inward focus. We should be paying attention to be alert for those who may not know Jesus Christ. We may see older folks who’ve been coming to church for 110 years, or young people who come every Sunday with their mom and dad, or even a spouse or kids of a Deacon or Pastor, but that doesn’t mean they’re saved, right? The only question is whether they really know Jesus Christ as their savior. We should not assume to the point that we don’t share Christ and the result is people around us falling through the cracks like Prince apparently did. 

	 

	Michael Jackson was also raised as a Jehovah’s Witness. Serena and Venus Williams, the tennis stars, are not Christians. Both are Witnesses and still practicing today. Notorious B.I.G., the rapper, was raised as a Jehovah’s Witness. People think the Wayans brothers, including Damon Wayans, are Christians but they were raised with Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	Unfortunately, when fans of folks like these find out they are or were Witnesses, they often think it might be a good religion to check out. And that’s the tragedy. People point to Serena and Venus Williams as model citizens, who do good things for society, so they think maybe their religion is true. Celebrity membership can be a strong silent promotion of a cult; or even a loud promotion if that’s what the celebrity is doing. Much of the time we don’t know what stars are doing behind the scenes but when they do recruit for their false religion, that’s not helping anyone.

	 

	Again, this is why we witness. People can fall through the cracks. So, let’s talk about the best way to witness to the Witness by looking at one guy’s method he calls,  

	“The path to Jesus, as Jehovah, with the Jehovah’s Witness.”

	 

	I appreciate what this guy does to help Witnesses see that Jesus is in fact God (who they call “Jehovah”.) And he does it by the use of their own perversion: The New World Translation. Let’s follow that trail: 

	 

	“First, ask the Jehovah’s Witness to show the Scriptures that refer to Jesus as Michael the Archangel.”

	 

	Again, they believe Michael and Jesus are the same entity so what they’ll do is whip out these verses from their NWT:

	 

	“One of the foremost princes” (Daniel 10:13, NWT), “the prince of [Daniel’s] people” (Daniel 10:21, NWT), “the great prince who is standing in behalf of the sons of [Daniel’s] people” (Daniel 12:1, NWT), “the archangel [who] had a difference with the devil and was disputing with Moses’ body [but] did not dare to bring a judgment against [the devil] in abusive terms (Jude 9, NWT), “[a participant in Heavenly conflict when] Michael and his angels battled with the dragon” (Revelation 12:7, NWT).

	 

	Now typically what you’ll find with cults like Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Mormons is that they have talking points they go through when recruiting at the doors. That’s especially so for Witnesses who get most of their information from the Watchtower Society. So, you have to start busting up their track by countering it, and remember, this is using their own perversion of the Bible against them. Men created the NWT so of course it has errors. Still, we can even use their own perverted translation to show that it also backs up our claims. Their NWT is the only book they honor, and it too shows that Jesus is God (“Jehovah,” to them). So, here is where to go after establishing that there are only “non-God” titles for the archangel Michael:

	 

	“Jesus is instead referred to as: “Lord of Lords and King of Kings” (Revelation 17:14, NWT).”

	 

	Hey, that’s certainly greater than a “foremost prince,” right? Lord of Lords is a title expressing a much higher level of authority and it’s written that way even in their own book; at least until they change it someday. Here’s another point:

	 

	“Unlike Michael, Jesus did rebuke Satan: ‘Go away, Satan!’ (Matthew 4:10, NWT).”

	 

	But earlier, their NWT said Michael “did not dare to bring judgment against [Satan] in abusive terms.” If Jesus is really supposed to be the archangel Michael, their version says Michael did not dare rebuke Satan. He didn’t say anything to Satan. But then in Matthew, it says Jesus rebuked Satan, so what’s going on with that? The titles of the two are very different, as are their dealings with and authority over Satan.

	 

	Here’s more to cover with Witnesses from Hebrews 1:5-6, which is very powerful because it’s clearly talking about Jesus and very obviously shows the dichotomy between Jesus and angels, with the angels worshiping Jesus. How do they get around this passage that shows Jesus is superior to all angels?

	 

	“For to which of the angels did He ever say, ‘You are my Son, today I have begotten You’? And again, ‘I will be a Father to Him, and He shall be a Son to Me’? And when he again brings the first born into the world, He says, ‘and let all the angels of God worship Him.’”

	 

	The passage is clearly speaking about Jesus so, if all the angels are worshiping Jesus, how can they say He’s actually the archangel Michael? That makes no sense. Here’s more:

	 

	“Show that the angels refuse to be worshiped (Revelation 22:8-9), but the Father’s command is that all angels worship His Son (Hebrews 1:6).”

	 

	Again, that shows a dichotomy, which does not work. Here’s a point to keep in mind about that verse in Hebrews:

	 

	“The New World Translation was changed here in 1970 from “worship” to “do obeisance” (to express homage by bowing).”

	 

	They already modified that one in 1970 because, as we talked about, Christians point out the errors in their own book that even disagree with their beliefs. Whenever that happens, Jehovah’s Witnesses just change it, tells the followers to get rid of the older versions, and professes that the new addition is the latest greatest new light for the world. So, they just cover it up like they may eventually do with the points we are making above. If the Lord should tarry much longer, Jehovah’s Witnesses will probably hack and chop to hide more of their fraud. But we’ll keep finding more errors and pointing them out to help save as many as possible who are trapped in Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	Now let’s look back at Hebrews with a discussion of chapter 1:10-12:

	 

	“The Important thing to stick to here is that the “Son” is the one being referred to in the entire context of Hebrews 1.”

	 

	Hebrews 1 is all about Jesus, including the fact that He is superior to the angels. After establishing that in Hebrews 1, show them Psalm 102, which is all about God (“Jehovah” in their version.) Then, here’s the challenging part to understand but when you get it you’ll see it’s decisive about Jesus being God: Hebrews 1:10-12, which is all about Jesus, is actually just a quotation of Psalm 102:25-27, which is all about God. So even in their version, Hebrews 1:10-12 shows that the “Son” is “Jehovah.” Again, all of Psalm 102, even in their perverted translation, talks about God (“Jehovah” in their version.) So, we all know, and Jehovah’s Witnesses agree, that Hebrews 1 is about Jesus while right in the middle of Hebrews 1 (all about Jesus) is the same passage from Psalm 102 that describes God (“Jehovah” in their version.)

	 

	Here is Hebrews 1:10-12 (New Testament), quoting from the earlier written Psalm 102 (Old Testament):

	 

	“You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the Heavens are the works of Your hands; they will perish, but You remain; and they all will become old like a garment, and like a mantle You will roll them up; like a garment they will also be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end.”

	 

	Psalm 102:

	 

	“In the beginning You laid the foundations of the earth, and the Heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing You will change them, and they will be discarded. But You remain the same, and Your years will never end.”

	 

	We’re about halfway through demonstrating that Jesus is God and doing so using Jehovah’s Witnesses own perversion of the Bible, their New Word Translation. Jesus is not the archangel Michael. Here’s a second major area of the Bible to prove that and keep in mind that alpha and omega are Greek words meaning first and last:

	 

	Show Revelation 1:8 and ask who is it saying is the “Alpha and Omega,” as defined for us by that text?

	 

	“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’”

	 

	Then to see who calls Himself the “First and Last,” read Revelation 1:17-18:

	 

	“[John says,] when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, and said, ‘Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last [clearly Jesus talking about Himself], and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.’ “

	 

	So Revelation 1:8 tells us that the Alpha (the Greek word for “first”) and the Omega (the Greek word for “last”) is “the Lord God,” and in Revelation 117-18, Jesus takes the same title with His phrase calling Himself, “the first and the last.” With those verses in mind, Jesus references both ways of saying that same phrase, in Revelation 22:12-16:

	 

	“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

	 

	So, Jesus is the Alpha and Omega; the first and last. That means He is God, which those verses testify to. Revelation continues:

	 

	“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and may enter by the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murders and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. I, JESUS, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” [Emphasis added]

	 

	So, we’ve laid out concrete proof that Jesus is God. There are other ways to witness to the Witnesses, but this is an effective path using their own “translation” of the Bible. The reason this method works well, versus handing them Christian information or showing them passages from the real Christian Bible, is because the Watchtower tells Witnesses that anyone handing them or showing them non-Watchtower religious information is an apostate giving him or her apostate material. Witnesses must immediately get rid of it. Jehovah’s Witnesses scare their followers away from even looking at the material. They’re told that if he or she even looks at apostate material, they might think upon it and then possibly be tempted to consider what it says.

	 

	So, when you have a Witness face to face, ask if you can quickly crack open their bible with them. Then zip through the above verses. That will probably be your best bet. I’m not saying you shouldn’t give them anything. Handing them something to keep beats nothing. And some Witnesses might break their own rules to look at your information. 

	 

	But it’s important that we’re getting equipped to witness to the Witness. Too often in my years of ministry I’ve heard people tell me something that helps no one and it sounds a bit like this:

	 

	“Hey, Pastor Billy, you won’t believe what happened to me this weekend. The Jehovah’s Witnesses came to our door but before they could even get started, I laughed in their faces and slammed the door.”

	 

	My response was, “Excuse me? Why didn’t you share Christ with them? Sorry to ruin your story but is that really doing great work for Jesus? I’m not taking joy in that.” We have to have the heart to help the Witness so let’s look at more witnessing strategies: 

	 

	Always when witnessing you should, “sanctify your heart,” as 1 Peter 3:15 says. That means we need to be prepared to give an answer yet do so with gentleness and reverence. We just went through some of that preparation by learning how to show them that Jesus is God. We can even do so using their book, so we’re being prepared to give an answer as the Bible commands, but Scripture also says to present the answer in a loving way.

	 

	Secondly, “Pray—this is a spiritual battle for the truth (2 Corinthians 10:3-5 says.)” Unless God touches their heart, it will be like speaking to a brick wall. First Corinthians 3:7 says, we plant and water, but God gives the increase. We must pray and prayer is not a last resort like a spare tire kept in the trunk for emergencies. It should be the first thing we do. Unless the Spirit of God touches them, nothing will happen. So if anything, while you’re witnessing, pray under your breath with something like, “God, please breathe life to these words,” and “God please open his or her heart and mind.” and “God please...” whatever you feel will help. 

	 

	A third strategy is to “be ready with a good understanding of the Scriptures.” When they say Jesus is not God, how will you respond? Without knowing the verses, a good response is not as likely. You might end up with only, “Well, my Pastor said...” And that doesn’t go over too well. So do your own homework. As I often say, don’t take my word for it. Get into the Word and know where the information is; know the Scriptures.

	 

	Fourth, “Do not argue. Do not attack the person.” You are not trying to win a debate.

	 

	Fifth, “Do not get off on tangents.” The important points to focus on are those five areas where Jehovah’s Witnesses get it wrong like every other cult. Those are their source of authority, the nature of God, the personal work of Jesus, the nature of man, and the way to reach the real Heaven, the means of salvation. Again, contrary to what Jehovah’s Witnesses and the other cults teach, salvation is not a works-based situation.

	 

	Sixth, avoid Christianese (Christian jargon), because it has no meaning for the unchurched. Don’t use weighty terms like, “justified” or “sanctified.” They’ll wonder what in the world that means and then you’ll be back to, “Well, my Pastor said...” If you don’t know what those words mean, don’t use them. Or even if you do know what they are, don’t use them anyway because they mean nothing to the person you’re talking with. Break it down to something simple like this: The Bible tells us that, through the work of Jesus Christ with his death on the cross, God can think of you as if you’ve never sinned. What I just described is being “justified.” So, break it down to keep it simple. 

	 

	Lastly, “share your testimony and your assurance of eternal life through Christ.” Again, Jehovah’s Witnesses don’t have assurance; just as Muslims, Mormons, and frankly, Catholics, don’t either. Catholicism is a works-based system with all their requirements to supposedly attain your own salvation. Some of those are sacraments, prayers, the rosary, church attendance, and the requirement that we must all be Catholic. Anyone trapped in a works-based salvation does not have assurance of salvation so the good news of full assurance through Jesus’ work alone, is a powerful message to share with them.

	 

	Now here are some specifics related to Jehovah’s Witnesses:

	 

	First, “Show the multitude of ways the Watchtower has changed over the years,” which is a nice way of saying they’ve told a huge number of lies, which had to be covered up with changes to their doctrine. For example, they’ve changed whom they say the Bible is talking about when it mentions the faithful and discreet slave. They said it was Russell until it became Rutherford and later changed to the Watchtower Society but then what about the 144,000? 

	 

	And speaking of the 144,000, they were designated as a group of people living back in the founding days of Jehovah’s Witnesses. But later, the 144,000 were said to be a relatively short generation who were living at that time. When the expected period came and went, Jehovah’s Witnesses expanded their definition of a generation to encompass more time. Of course, that prediction failed as well for those followers who were supposed to see the end before they died. They were rapidly dying off so leadership changed their definition of a generation again to be an era or age so that it could mean any amount of time, which insulated them from getting caught being wrong again.

	 

	Letting a Witness know some of that history, plants a little seed in their minds. Even if they won’t say so, the point may have a positive effect on them because they’ve probably never been made aware of the information. 

	 

	A second way to witness, specifically, to a Witness, is to “present evidence of the Watchtower’s false prophecies.” They’ve got it wrong over and over and over. We listed a bunch of them in chronological order. After making them aware of this, go to Deuteronomy 18, which instructs the Church about false prophets. What are we to do when someone says he or she is supposedly speaking in God’s name but then gets it wrong? Before the New Covenant, Old Testament law said to stone them. And that does not mean, “Give them drugs.” It’s a demand that those Old Testament folks were to put the person in a pit, grab some rocks, and throw at them until he or she is dead. That’s what’s going on there. Praise God, we’re not in the Old Covenant but what does that tell you? God takes it seriously when people profess to speak for God but then the prediction doesn’t happen. Why? Because it makes God look like He doesn’t know what He’s doing. It makes God a liar. Lying is sin and God is without sin. Jesus is “the Truth.” There is no lying because it’s impossible with God.

	 

	And because of that truth, the Bible also says not to be afraid of that false teacher and to get away from them. So, we can demonstrate how many times they failed at their prophecies, which they professed to have come from God, and then go to their own perversion of the Bible to show them how it instructs them to run from those false prophets. Why would he or she keep listening to false teachings, knowing how many times Jehovah’s Witnesses have got it wrong? Here is the third Jehovah’s Witnesses-specific suggestion:

	 

	“Most witnesses will not accept your material so you must be able to provide evidence from within the Bible that Jesus is God. Present biblical material they have not been given pat answers for.” Again, they have a script they talk from so, to get them off those talking points, throw Scripture verses out like Acts 2:26, which shows Jesus was resurrected physically. Here’s that passage: 

	 

	“My body also will live in hope.”

	 

	That’s His body, so it’s physical. It was not a spiritual event as Jehovah’s Witnesses teach, denying the physical resurrection of Jesus Christ.

	 

	Lastly, “allow Witnesses to save face.” That doesn’t mean what they’re saying is true or that you’re somehow backing up their arguments. This is just a caution against trying to humiliate and destroy the Witness you’re trying to help. When speaking to them at the door for example, don’t slam their beliefs and then pump your fists for the whole neighborhood to see. That’s normally not a good witness to the Witness, or to anyone. It’s not about a debate. It’s about sharing the truth because “the truth shall set you free.” Show them love and respect by helping them be aware of the truth. When you do that, people get saved.

	 

	So that’s how to witness to the Witness and now I want to close this book with three testimonies from former Witnesses. As I read through these testimonies, notice what it was that drew them to Christ. What was the spark for them to feel like they needed that relationship with Jesus? Here’s the first one, Tammy:

	 

	“Tammy was raised by Jehovah’s Witnesses. Her father was an elder [in leadership]. Tammy was confident that she was in the only true religion and she was pioneering [That’s their word for witnessing door to door.] in her 30’s. She spent at least 90 hours per month.”

	 

	Wow! What would happen if we Christians spent ninety hours a month witnessing door to door? Would our neighborhood be the same? Would our town be the same? Would our world be the same? No.

	 

	“As a skilled debater, Tammy gave frequent talks and demonstrations from the age of seven. She was considered a model Witness by her friends and family until her life began to fall apart. She said, ‘I was a religious zealot and looked scornfully at anyone too lazy to pursue the truth, as we called it. I judged others pretty severely in order to feel good about myself. Something in me always knew my hard work was never good enough, but in my moments I spent comparing myself to others, I’d feel a tiny reprieve from the constant guilt.’”

	 

	Deep down inside she knew she wasn’t good enough but what is the coping mechanism people use? They think about how they’re at least better than many others. In that way, we try to justify and pacify our guilt that way, but God doesn’t play that game. God’s plan for your salvation isn’t that you’re just a little better than someone else. Of course, we’d all go with a comparison to Hitler, right? He’d come up almost every time. But let’s go back to Tammy with her very weak hope for eternal security: 

	 

	“She said, ‘I wanted to believe I was doing all I could do to please God and obliging Him to protect me through the Battle of Armageddon. Still, the very best I can hope for was to die while in the door to door ministry or in the process of refusing a blood transfusion [How sad is that?!] That’s the closest any Witness gets to a guarantee of getting into the new world, Paradise earth, since Heaven only has room for 144,000.’”

	 

	What about that last statement? Jehovah’s Witnesses would have us believe that God created the entire universe and instructed us to fill the earth, which alone could be hundreds of billions or trillions, but for some reason, seemingly smallish Heaven is supposedly packed at 144,000. Tammy continues and it gets worse:

	 

	“Once you make it [if you make it] to the New World, then you have to go without any major sin for a thousand years. Then you have to be tested again to see if you deserve eternal life. And even if you pass all the tests, there is no hope of lasting security because if you pass the test, you will only win perfection, which is supposed to greatly reduce your risk of sinning again and being personally destroyed.”

	 

	Then it’s not perfection! So apparently even their paradise comes with no security.

	 

	“My faith started to wane when I had a miscarriage and I could never reconcile that my baby would have no resurrection, according to Jehovah’s Witnesses [because Jehovah’s Witnesses teaches that the baby would supposedly “poof” out of existence.] I secretly rejected the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ idea that Jesus was not my mediator. I remembered a prayer when I was really searching for the love of God. I distinctly remember standing in my kitchen and begging God to help me understand what kind of love would allow him to give up his Son as a sacrifice for people who didn’t even know Him.”

	 

	She was pondering the simple gospel message. Deep inside she was weeping for God to help. And that’s where we Christians have the privilege to let these people know the truth, freeing them from their bondage.

	 

	“During that time, I worked with a Baptist woman who invited me to a Bible study. I only accepted her invitation to show her how wrong she was and try to get her to become a Jehovah’s Witness. I was not prepared for what I encountered in that Bible study. First of all, I heard how God had been answering these women’s prayers. Then a woman opened up about how she was having a challenge understanding eternal security.”

	 

	The women then talked about how they knew that, once saved, we are saved forevermore. And listen to how Tammy dealt with that same question she had:

	 

	“That hit me so hard because that described my whole life. I cried all the way home and asked God if there was a way that I could know for sure that I would not die in Armageddon; if He would please reveal it to me.”

	 

	Tammy goes on to say that her boyfriend was invited to a church by one of his clients. They had given Him something like the little friendship invitation tickets we hand out from here at Sunrise Bible Church. But Tammy’s boyfriend didn’t use it. Instead, he gave it to Tammy and told her to go check it out. 

	 

	“I’ve been told my whole life that the only reason churches exist is so preachers can extort money from people. I was also praying for forgiveness for walking into a place where demons live and asking God to protect me from evil spirits. The sight of a cross was frightening to me because I was taught it was a pagan symbol. I wanted to get out, but the people smiled and acted friendly. But I was sure they had a secret agenda. They seemed like normal people. They seemed to be sincere. I met an older couple who were kind, but I thought maybe they’re faking it.”

	 

	What was it that touched her? It was a personal relationship with God and that He even answers prayers. Also, she was drawn to the idea that she could have the total security of knowing she’s saved. She had interaction with people who aren’t fake hypocrites, they love each other, love her, and they’re glad she came. Hey, that’s who people should, and do meet on Sunday mornings at many Christian churches, right? Tammy continues:

	 

	“I listened to the sermon with the Pastor [while checking it with my New World Translation.] I met with him, Pastor Bruce. He later said to me, ‘It all boils down to this one thing: do versus done.’ He explained that if any of my works, as a Jehovah’s Witness, can earn me some favor with God, then Christ’s work on the cross was deficient; it was for nothing. In very simple terms, Pastor Bruce laid out to me, the way to Jesus; to confess my sin and ask for forgiveness. I told myself, ‘Just do it. What if, on the off chance, there might be something to this.’ So, I went by myself and I prayed the way that the pastor had told me, and I remember later, I said, ‘I got saved today.’ The words were still foreign to my lips and I did not really understand everything it meant to be saved but still there was a piece of me that had never been there before.”

	 

	Unfortunately, here comes the part of Tammy’s story that details the price she paid for leaving her cult:

	 

	“When I told my parents that I accepted Christ as my savior, my mother cried, and she said she would never speak to me again. My new beliefs are foolishness to them. They believe Satan has blinded my mind so I can’t see the truth anymore. They believe they are in the truth and I’m an apostate for leaving the truth. I have discovered that the truth is not an organization. It’s not a religion. It’s a person. It’s Jesus Christ. He is the way, the truth, and the life. My mother and father and sister have all forsaken me. But Jesus has never abandoned me. I have the blessing of many more mothers, fathers, and sisters, just as He promised me in Luke 18. I tell you the truth: no one who’s left home or brother or parents, for the sake of the Kingdom of God, will fail to receive as many times as much in this age, and the age to come; eternal life. Today I not only have a real relationship with Jesus but I’m proud to hail him as, He rightfully is, my Lord and my God.”

	 

	Again, what attracted Tammy out from the cult and into the light? It was knowing she could have a personal relationship with Jesus, giving her assurance of salvation, and the appeal of basic Bible-believing Christians who love God, each other, and the lost, even when knowing that lost person is in their midst. 

	 

	On that note, I have to share a story I heard from Kevin White, the director of the Nevada Baptists. I’ll never forget what he said at a Nevada Pastor’s conference here in Las Vegas. It made me want to shout, “Preach it!” He told the story of a troubled teenager who came to a church service. The teen had a baseball cap, which caused the deacons to demand, in no uncertain terms, that he remove that hat. Their attitude was: “How dare you?!” They began to berate the young man about the hat, so the result was that he left to go commit suicide.

	 

	That’s a true story and if I recall right, this was the church that Kevin pastored at the time. Needless to say, Kevin was irate. On top of that, he was the Pastor who had to do that funeral, working with those parents whose son, just wanting to see God one last time, while the deacons were only concerned about a dumb hat. That’s legalism and it’s what cults do.

	 

	Hey, I don’t care how Sunday and Wednesday night worshipers get to Sunrise, but hopefully they at least have some clothes on. I will allow for that. However, the important thing is to just get here. And when we as a congregation see anyone else who comes to church, we want to smile, love them, and be glad they came because we never know when it might be our last opportunity to show them there really is a God whose in control and loves them just like we do.

	 

	Here’s another account from a former Witness named Gloria, who was a fifth generation Jehovah’s Witness, so she was deeply entrenched in Jehovah’s Witnesses. Her family’s history in the group goes back a hundred years to the time of her great grandmother, who was in the organization when it was led by “Judge” Rutherford. Gloria tells her story:

	 

	“I have seven aunts, uncles, and great grandparents of the anointed 144,000.”

	 

	Again, those are supposedly the only ones going to their version of Heaven and who can partake of their communion.

	 

	“Then in 1968, the Watchtower came out and said 1975 would mark the end of the world; the 6000 years of mankind. And shortly after that, we were to expect Armageddon. Many Witnesses I knew were selling their homes and giving their money to the organization.”

	 

	That’s interesting. If the organization really believed in their own prophecies, why did they always keep their follower’s money after their very consequential predictions failed over and over? Why didn’t they give those poor people’s money back so they could get back into a home? There’s a new thought for the mind of those still trapped in Jehovah’s Witnesses. Gloria, a fifth generation Witness, continues talking about Jehovah’s Witnesses’ claim that 1975 would be the end of the world:

	 

	“My grandmother said she didn’t believe it. She said they had set dates before that never came true and one day, my grandmother and grandfather had gotten up on the roof, waiting all day to be raptured. That didn’t happen either, but I believed the Watchtower prophecy anyway. I was just a kid and that was what the Watchtower said would happen. They were the true prophets from God, right? At least that is what I thought. The interesting thing is that after 1975 the Governing Body of the Watchtower started saying that they never said 1975 was the end [This is from a lady who actually lived through that absurd lie!] They said overzealous people in the organization took it wrong. But I was there! I knew they encouraged people to quit school and to sell their homes.

	 

	“In 1983, my grandmother and great grandmother died suddenly three weeks apart with no warning. My great grandmother was just a few months shy of turning 100 years old. I was disillusioned. I had grown up believing that no one in my family would ever die.”

	 

	That was because of the false sermon of Rutherford where he said, “Millions now living will never die.”

	 

	“I had grown up believing that no one in my family would ever die, and that we would all live forever on paradise earth after Armageddon.”

	 

	Now you might remember we talked about Raymond Franz, who was the vice president with Jehovah’s Witnesses but was later kicked out (disfellowshipped), because he found out how wrong Jehovah’s Witnesses were when seeing behind the scenes in the organization. Franz wrote a book that Gloria came across and this is what she said about it:

	 

	“I read his book but could only read a few pages a day and then cry the rest of the day, as the stories he told were the same stories that my grandmother had told me when growing up.”

	 

	Her grandmother warned her that these guys keep saying one thing but do something else and they make claims all the time, which they later change. Gloria continues:

	 

	“After a year of extensive reading and research, I asked Jesus to save me. I started going to a small church Bible study...I left because I was looking for Jesus. I am passionate about my Lord. He is the lover of my soul...There is nothing like knowing Jesus. He is my everything!”

	 

	So, it was the inconsistencies that drew Gloria out. Here’s our last story from a former Witness named, Chris:

	 

	“It was in 1967 that my family start associating with the Jehovah’s Witnesses...I grew up being taught that I was serving Jehovah, the true God, and that to be disobedient to...The Watchtower Society was to be disobedient to Jehovah.”

	 

	Again, that Is the same sort of doctrine taught by Catholicism’s Vatican. But in both cases, those are just a group of guys who are neither God nor His sole representatives on earth. Here’s more from Chris:

	“As I entered into the teenage years, I set my sights on serving at the Canadian Watchtower branch headquarters, and put in as much time as I could in the door-to-door work of the Jehovah’s Witnesses...I did have some questions regarding some of the doctrines taught by the Watchtower Society, but I set those doubts on the backburner of my mind...I found that many doctrines had changed over the years—even switching back and forth from one idea being accepted to not being accepted and back to the first position held. This was called ‘new light’ and was something that I never really bought into. I also doubted the Watchtower teaching that only a select few were favored enough of Jehovah to inherit Heaven…what was I to do?”

	 

	Again, his angst comes from the fact that, even in his own camp that he’s dedicated to, he sees inconsistencies and doesn’t know how to deal with them. But this is what cults drive people to do. It’s the same with Mormons and the other cults. Anytime a person gets caught in a group that requires working your way to salvation, while never knowing if you’ve made it, you live a horrible existence. This is why we find a high percentage of cult followers and leaders exhibiting immorality, drug abuse, and other deviancy. Chris continues:

	 

	“I held it all inside until it became too much for me to bear. I began drinking heavily and my health began to fail. I was still too timid [from the fear factor instilled by Jehovah’s Witnesses] to declare my disbelief on these issues because, I knew that if I did so, I would lose my family, my friends, my [so-called] Heavenly hope, and [now additionally] have to face the sin I was involved in with the excessive alcohol and abuse of prescription drugs.” 

	 

	Can you hear his desperation? He’s at a breaking point and basically saying, “So now I’m really messed up because I know Jehovah’s Witnesses is wrong, but I can’t say that, or I’ll lose everything, and it’s even driven me to the abuse of drugs and alcohol. When they find that out, I’m really going to get it.” Imagine the way this guy felt every morning he woke up. That was his life and the present circumstance for so many trapped today in Jehovah’s Witnesses. Another “Chris” could be sitting next to you at work, yet you have no clue of what he or she is going through. Do you know any Witnesses? These stories are what they are going through today. Now I’m sure those Witnesses paint on a more positive face just like we Christians do when having a bad day or week. We too come to Sunday services trying to act normally when maybe that week our car blew up, our house caught on fire, or we went bankrupt. Often our human nature is to handle it privately. We put on the face while inside we may be suffering greatly. 

	 

	When witnessing, I know not to take what people project as the real way they feel. I used to be that person who put on the mask, acting like I had it all together. I tried to project: “Life is good, and life is cool,” while on the inside my life felt like a nightmare. So, I know that nightmare is going on with them if they’re not saved. Everyone masks it in different ways but they’re all living a nightmare without Jesus, so we need to help by witnessing to them. Back to Chris who became so desperate he began abusing alcohol and drugs:

	 

	“When I was at that point, an evangelical couple in my [housing] complex began to reach out to me.”

	 

	Hey, there it is again! A Christian couple became the difference makers, caring enough to reach out and knock on this Witnesses’ door.

	 

	“The lady read Scripture with me, prayed for me, [and] counseled me from the Bible…[Their] Pastor came and visited me, and this was the first truly kind man I had contact with in several years. I went to their church and I felt like the proverbial fish out of water. However, the Lord was working in me...In the sanctuary of that church, I accepted Jesus as my Lord and Savior. Wow! How life has been so different since then! Jesus has brought me out of spiritual blindness and slavery to men, to the foot of the cross, and then to following Him with my sins forgiven and my salvation by His grace. He has delivered me from alcohol and drug abuse.”

	 

	What’s another lesson there? The lost notice when we Christians show that we don’t live like the world, don’t need the things of the world, and therefore are not addicted to worldly things. And we don’t avoid those practices to somehow earn our way to Heaven. We can show unbelievers that Christ can deliver them. Christ has the power to set them free, not only from the bondage of sin and the penalty of sin, which is Hell, but also from addictions. Now that’s a powerful witness! Here’s more from Chris:

	 

	“Jesus delivered me from alcohol and drug abuse. No longer do I have to doubt where I am going when I die. Jesus loves me and assures me of my inheritance in Christ. Today, I have also been blessed to sponsor an outreach of encouragement to other former-Jehovah’s Witnesses needing such, and also current Jehovah’s Witnesses dissatisfied and seeking [the real] Jesus.”

	 

	Why do we witness to the Witness? Well, who else will? But you might be thinking, “I don’t know if I can remember what to say.” Fortunately, the lesson we learned from each of these stories is that basic Bible-believing Christians helped people by sharing Christianity and being a Christian. You don’t have to have the whole Bible memorized. Know at least some of their circumstance by reading studies like this and just reach out to the lost, love them, pray with them, and live the life that shows your victory in Christ. Show them what that looks like. Just as Chris is now doing, show them that you have been set free in Christ. Be that friend who is resting and at peace; knowing you’re saved. Yes, even as a Christian, we still blow it, including myself. But we’re saved and have eternal security. Our sins have been obliterated.  

	 

	As Paul tells us, we should not even focus on that old sin nature anymore because that has been turned into a state of obliteration. We are to press on, which means to run the race swiftly. And you know how a race is: you want to win, right? How effective would your run be if you kept looking back over your shoulder at those failures; your past sins? Doing it that way, how often would you fall? And hey, maybe it would be a different situation if your sins were still behind you. But they are not because God obliterated them all; every last one. You can look back until kingdom come but it’s totally futile because, as Paul tells us Christians, we’re never going to find anything there! No sins exist for us according to what God sees, so just run forward! Get busy living like Christ as much as you are able and help with the work of His kingdom while enjoying God’s rest because you are going to make it across the finish line! He has guaranteed it! That’s what those trapped in Jehovah’s Witnesses, and any other cults, really need to hear.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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The Winged-Disk appears on the 1917 cover of The Finished Mystery,
a"Jehovah's Witnesses" publication.

A mason, Albert Churchward, wrote this about the Winged-Disk:

"... the Winged-Disk, with the Uraei of Egypt, the original of which we
find in the text summarized by Naville in the "Myths of Horus," pll. xii. ff.:--
-"Horus commanded Thoth that the Winged-Sun-Disk, with Uraei, should
be brought into every sanctuary wherein he dwelt, and into every
sanctuary of all the gods of the lands of the South and the North, and in
Amentet, in order that they might drive away evil from therein...." This is
what is meant by the Winged-Disks, with the Uraei, which are seen over
the entrances of the courts of the temples of all the gods and goddesses
of Egypt.’' (Churchward, Albert, The Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man.
1913 p. 344.) (Bold added)
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E trust that the following references 1o THE WATCH TOWER ecolumns of recent
dates may be found specially convenient and helplul :

MY VOW UNTO THE LORD

3 YEAR TEXT FOR 1917 v

“The LORD biess thee, and keep thee : the LORD make His face shive upon
thee and be gracious unto thee; the LOKD lift up His countenance wpon thee
and give thee peace.”"—Nambers 6 : 24-26. Your fllow-servant,
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