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	To my brother, Jim.

	 

	As I look back on this life,

	I am amazed and humbled

	at the manifold wisdom of God.

	 

	What I mean is this.

	Of all the people

	that the Lord would ordain

	to overshadow me,

	via an only older brother,

	it was and is you.

	 

	Thank you for the sharing of your time, 

	your patience, your wisdom, and very life in me.

	It has proven to be an investment in God’s hands,

	to help mold me into a responsible man.

	 

	At times, you have been more than a brother to me,

	but a father figure as well, when I needed it most.

	Thank you, Jim.

	I love you.
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Preface

	 

	The very first time I had a “Mormon” encounter was early on in my Bible College days. I was still a young Christian, but I knew enough of the Bible to know that Mormonism was a works-based cult that promoted a false Gospel, a twisted version of God, and a different Jesus. So, the proverbial day came when they knocked on my door and wanted to “study” the Bible with me. I said sure, but soon found out, not so surprisingly, what they really wanted was to promote the false teaching of Mormonism and try to “convert” me. Needless to say, they didn’t get far but I continued to meet with them to share Biblical truths which they conveniently skipped around moving on to the next lie out of the book of Mormon. However, after a few weeks, I could tell that I was getting to the younger of the two Elders. I say “elder” because try as I might, I never could get them to tell me their full names. It was just Elder so and so, and Elder and so. Anyway, just when I was making headway with the younger of the two, for some strange reason, he didn’t come back the next time we engaged in our hearty discussions. Instead the “head cheese” Elder, so-called the “big guns” showed up, a much older man, with the other remaining Elder and by was he beaming with pride. He thought for sure this “seasoned” Mormon was going to convert me. I was saddened about never being able to reach the other younger Elder who whisked away, but I braced myself for this “conversion attempt” from the “Elder” Elder. In no time I was simply flabbergasted to say the least when his big seduction was merely to point out the fact that he owned 25 Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurants. Not only do I despise chicken, but I was dumbfounded that this was “all he had.” It not only revealed the bankruptcy of Mormonism, but their lying greedy tactics used to seduce people into their cult. One last piece of advice; when you are through reading this book, will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                        

	                                                                                                               Billy Crone

	Las Vegas, Nevada

	2020

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	The History of Mormonism

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As part of our larger study, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, in this book we will examine Mormonism. And right off the bat we want to look at the standard evangelical definition of a Christian cult, which is, any person or group that deviates from biblical Christianity in the fundamental doctrines of the faith. Those begin with the foundational facet: their source of authority. From the wrong source of authority, the other four aspects usually spill downhill. Those are the nature of God and the Trinity, the person and the work of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and the means of salvation. If you or your organization have those areas messed up, you’re in a cult. For some, that definition might sting. They might not like to hear those signs being the definition of a cult. But an organization, who gets all those areas wrong, is what we are going to see in this book. Here is a good analysis of a cult:

	“In many cases, cults use the same words as true Christians, but they radically redefine them.”

	We are going to see in this study, as we also saw in some of our other studies like, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion, Jehovah’s Witnesses And The False Teachings Of The Watchtower Society, and Seventh-Day Adventists And The False Prophecies of Ellen G. White.  Those cults all radically redefine Christian terminology. However, they bait people into being open to their doctrines because they purposely try to sound Christian. But we have to get beyond that veneer. We need to get past the pretense they put on for the public. They’ll say they believe in God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, but theirs is not the same version as those biblical aspects of God. That is especially true with Mormonism.

	So, let’s take a detailed look at what the “LDS” Church really believes, starting with their history. And even though that acronym, LDS, stands for something else, I really think it should be, “Leave! Don’t Stop!” With Mormonism, people need to run the other way because, I’m telling you, their beliefs are way far off base. And I know that, for the most part, Christians have the feeling that their beliefs are not exactly right. But you’re going to see it is far worse than that. Their doctrine is just way wrong! So, that’s why I would advise anyone thinking about checking them out to “Leave! Don’t Stop!” So, let’s get into their history:

	“Mormonism, officially called The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS), was founded by Joseph Smith, Jr. in the early 1800s. Smith was born in 1805 in Vermont. His father Joseph Smith, Sr. was a treasure hunter and money counterfeiter.”

	Well, that’s interesting, right? And it turns out that these roots of Joseph Smith’s really help explain a huge focus and concern of the Mormon Church today. That is money. The old saying applies here: “Like father, like son.” We’ll see the evidence in greater detail, but for now you can know that Joseph Smith was a money-grubbing gold digger and so was his dad. And true to its roots, that is what the organization of Mormonism is all about to this day.

	I’m skipping way ahead, but the whole nature of Mormonism is about grabbing follower’s cash. A person cannot even enter a Mormon Temple unless they have their tithe paid up and they get someone to recommend him or her. And the Mormon Church’s version of a tithe is not 10%, or even only 20%; they want 30%. In fact, church leadership will actually take a look at the member’s W-2 tax forms to make sure they pay up before trying to enter the temple. That is an organization with the core heart of its founder, which is also the heart of the founder’s father. Money is the focus and it still carries on to this day.

	“Smith grew up poorly educated and superstitious.”

	In fact, superstitious is a mild way of describing Smith. We’ll have a whole chapter about his occult ties.

	“At age 11, his family moved to Palmyra, New York.”

	What was interesting about that, for me, is that I pastored in Lockport, New York, before coming to where I am now at Sunrise Bible Church in Las Vegas. Lockport has a canal, which I thought was eerie when I first crossed over it, which is because it was literally called the Erie Canal. That was about an hour and a half from Palmyra where all this went down with the birth of Mormonism.

	“In 1820, when Smith was 15, there was much interest in religion in Palmyra and Smith was torn as to what denomination he should join. After reading James 1:5, he prayed about what church to join and was supposedly visited by God the Father and God the Son.”

	Let’s go ahead and look at James 1:5 because still to this day, the Mormons follow a teaching, which came about as the result of a major perversion of that text. We’ll start at the beginning of chapter one so we can get the full context:

	“James, a servant of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations (the Jewish Christians): Consider it pure joy, oh my brothers (when your life always turns out great. Oops, wrong translation) whenever you face trials of many kinds,”

	So, before we get to verse five, what is the theme? He is saying they will have trials. They will go through hard times. Let’s keep that in mind for the rest:

	“...whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance and perseverance must finish its work...”

	Again, he is talking about the parts of their lives when they go through hard times. He is saying God will use our hard times, to bear fruit; so be joyful. That is the whole theme.

	“...perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (verse 5) If any of you lack wisdom, (during those hard times) he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”

	So, that’s verse 5, with its full context and before getting to it, the context is about going through difficult times where God will do a good work, even in those hard times, because He’s going to develop character and perseverance. You are still going to come out on top, so be filled with joy. With verse 5, it adds this: if during a hard time, you need some advice, where can you go to get help with it? Where do you get advice for that hard time? You can go to God and He will give it to you, right?

	So, that is the context, but it is not the way Smith takes it. He completely twists the verse and his take on it is still what the Mormons do with it to this day. Here’s more about that:

	“After reading James 1:5, Smith prayed about which church he should join and was supposedly visited by God the Father and God his Son.”

	That is the Mormons latest take on Smith’s experience following a whole bunch of previous versions, which we’ll get to in a minute. But the question is this: Does that text say we should pray to God to find out what is true? Is that what the lesson of verse 5 is? No! It only tells us that, if we’ve going through a hard time and need some advice, we can go to God who will give it to us. It’s not to discern whether something is true or not. So, Smith ripped this verse out of its true context, and it is questionable whether the whole event even happened because, as we’re going to see, this guy was a major-league con artist.

	By the way, when we pray for wisdom, does God say He and His Son will show up? No, He says He’ll give us wisdom. He did not promise to appear. So, the whole thing is completely messed up and taken totally out of context.  I bring it up to explain that this is what Mormonism points to, even today, as some sort of acid test to judge a faith experience. They say we can follow Smith’s example and through the same type of feeling, find out that we should listen to Mormonism instead of the Bible. Here’s more of Smith’s “story”:

	“He was told by Jesus; he should join none of them, the denominations, for they were ‘all wrong’ and all the Christian church’s doctrines ‘were an abomination’ (Joseph Smith, ‘Pearl of Great Price’).”

	And, apparently Mr. Joe Smith would now be available to set it all right, as the new chosen one. In reality he ripped a Bible verse out of context, claiming God told us to ask whether concepts are true, but instead it only said we should ask for advice when going through hard times. And this is what they do with the Book of Mormon.

	When you try witnessing to a Mormon or they witness to others, typically they desperately want to get their Book of Mormon in your hands. And, what they instruct the receiver of their book to do, as part of their perversion of James 1:5, is to have prayer session about the Book of Mormon, where you look for a burning in your bosom, like Smith says he had. That will supposedly verify that the Book of Mormon is true, and Joseph Smith was a legitimate prophet from God.

	That old “burning in the bosom” phrase is used in the King James version of the Bible but, this is my thing about that: a person can get a burning in his or her bosom from eating a piece of chicken, and I don’t recommend that, but we don’t discern truth from a feeling. And this is my whole point about how Smith says he began his new religion.

	Mormonism’s faith in their beliefs, the supposed acid test for their source of truth, is based on an emotion described as a burning in the bosom. Is that how we discern truth? Absolutely not! It’s one of the most dangerous things a person can put their faith in. We dealt with that so many times in our study, New Age & The Last Days Deception, where we saw all kinds of people who communicated with demonic entities that were not from God. Also, in our Charismatic Chaos study, we looked at the charismatic philosophy that claims God is supposedly giving people messages for the rest of us to know; or how God is giving random individuals certain feelings they need to share with us. That’s dangerous! And it is how people spin-off away from Scripture.

	So Mormonism’s whole premise to claim they have the true path and a better gospel than the rest of us, is based on that falsehood and it’s all from a perversion of James 1:5. It is hard to reach them when witnessing, since we have to deal with their emotional argument. It’s the same with Charismatics. 

	They want to say, “Don’t tell me my message, or visit, wasn’t from God. I know in my heart that it was an angel from God because I cried alligator tears and it was the most wonderful experience of my life.” But I don’t care how you feel about it, if the incident contradicts Scripture, it was not from God.

	And just like Charismatics and New Agers, the same faulty logic comes from Mormonism. It’s hard to reach Mormons because they’ll claim evidence of legitimacy from their experience because of a burning he or she had in their bosom. And it’s not even the true context of James 1:5. So what they are relying on is doubly wrong. Their method of interpreting whether something is true, by checking for a feeling or burning sensation, is obviously dangerous, and not what the Scripture says. The Bible tells us to determine truth by examining Scripture. The Bible says all Scripture is inspired from God, as we see in 2 Timothy 3:16. Instead of feeling for a burning in our bosoms, the Scripture says we need to be like the Bereans of Acts 17, who would double-check, against Scripture, whatever the Apostle Paul said. They would not even take Paul’s word for it and instead went to KFC, to confirm it by whether they felt a burning bosom. Is heartburn a way to discern truth? No. They went to what they knew was the Word of God. So, if we want to understand what is true, we go to the Bible. We go to the Word of God.

	In contrast to that, the Mormons go against the Scripture and trust something unverifiable, their subjective feelings. Now, I wasn’t there at the time, but I do know we can’t determine truth by how we feel. I don’t have a lot of space to cover the topic here, but really quickly; we can test the idea of going with our own personal feelings, over the truth, in just about any arena of life. For example, next time you are pulled over by a policeman, just explain that he or she is wrong, and you are right. Will that get you off the hook? Can’t you just let him, or her, know that the truth is on your side, because you had a burning in your bosom, or some other strong feeling, when driving right through that red light? Will that work? It will not. You’re going to see some tickets with your name on them. It’s crazy, right? But that is the crux of what Mormonism is claiming with Smith’s supposed burnt bosom. His supposed spark, to establish a non-biblical religion, was not based on the truth. Instead, it was, and still is centered around relativism and emotional feelings. Those faulty methods of groping for truth are at the core of their beliefs, which explains why the Mormon history gets much worse:

	“Smith’s first vision was supposedly followed by several visits from an angel named Moroni. In 1827, Moroni supposedly allowed Smith to retrieve a set of golden plates which had been buried in a hill near Smith’s home in Palmyra, New York.”

	What kind of plates were they? They weren’t wooden, porcelain, or even platinum. And they definitely weren’t plastic because it hadn’t been invented yet. Those plates were supposedly gold, which is fitting with Joseph Smith and his dad’s money-focused background.

	“Between 1827-1830, Smith, with the help of friends, translated the golden plates into the LDS scripture: the Book of Mormon. The Book of Mormon was published in 1830 and became the first of many scriptures of the Mormon Church. Smith organized the church on April 6, 1830, with six original members. Over the next ten years, the church headquarters moved to Kirtland, Ohio; Independence, Missouri; and Far West, Missouri, finally landing in Nauvoo, Illinois, between 1839-1844. In Nauvoo, Smith was jailed for encouraging the destruction of a local newspaper and was eventually murdered by a mob.”

	Later, we’ll get into the historical detail of that so-called “mob,” but for now just know the men who killed Smith were mostly Mormons. Of course, Mormons don’t mention that when they come knocking at your door. And Smith certainly did not die a martyr, as Mormonism claims. When a person has a gun, shoots back at people, and kills some, he or she is not an innocent martyr. We’ll get to that story, but first let’s continue with what happened after his death:

	“Smith was eventually murdered by a mob in Carthage, Illinois, on June 27, 1844. After Smith’s murder, several LDS leaders stepped forward to take control of the church. The majority of Mormons followed Brigham Young to the Salt Lake Valley.”

	That was one of the two splits we’ll look at with the other being a reform group that went to Missouri. But let’s get into more of the background, detailing how Mormonism began and whether or not that story is reliable; we’ll look beyond the burning bosom and start to investigate the facts.

	Joseph Smith, Jr. was born December 23, 1805, in Vermont and was the fourth child of Lucy and Joseph Smith, Sr. The latter was known as a money digger (he passed that to his son). He sought after buried treasure in that area of the country, because it was supposedly where Captain Kidd had hidden his hoard. The idea of Kidd’s treasure was big on the East Coast. In fact, not too far east of Vermont, along the east coast of Nova Scotia, is a place called Oak Island, with a spot on that island called, the Money Pit. You may have seen it on the history channel’s series, The Curse of Oak Island.” One of the many theories is that the Money Pit is where Captain Kidd’s treasure is.

	So, during this period of time, that is what Joseph, Sr. was involved with, junior took up the vocation also. While that was the practice handed down from dad, Joe, Jr.’s mother was a highly superstitious person, and we’ll see more of that later.  She was deeply into witchcraft and the occult.

	Again, at a young age, Joseph Smith, Jr. claimed he was disturbed by all the different denominations, wondering which one was really true, so in 1821 at the age of 14, he supposedly went into the woods to pray about it when, allegedly, God the Father and Jesus appeared to him and told Smith not to join any of those churches.

	Now right off the bat, I need to point out a serious problem with Smith: one of the things you’re going to see is that this guy, (like his Mormon Church lineage still to this day), was not just all about money, money, money, money, money, but, with all due respect, I don’t know how anyone can get around the fact that this guy was a major-league liar. Joseph Smith, Jr. was a bald-faced liar, who made the whole story up, which founded Mormonism. Again, the whole story was based on his supposed burning-bosom lie, that was based on another lie, where he ripped James 1:5 out from its context, in his attempt to spiritualize it. So, the whole thing is baloney, including his supposed vision that started it all. And he claims to have had multiple versions because, as a liar, those are easy to make up.

	Let me give you an example of his ever-changing story, and this is from the historical record. It includes aspects of the story that the Mormons attempt to cover up, including the part about him altering it three different ways, varying multiple details. Smith didn’t relate his story consistently and instead changed key elements over and over and over. He also did so in three different ways, altering multiple aspects many times. He changed the date and his age from 1823 (age sixteen) to 1821 (age fifteen) and then 1820, when he would have been fourteen. The sources for this information are verifiable documents. Would you like to have a guy like that as a witness in a trial, when you’re trying to decipher what really happened? No. And with that kind of character, he would even get ejected from a jury.

	Smith also changed the motive for why he was supposedly out there, where he was given the vision. One account says he had no motive; it was just a sudden appearance by a spirit that showed up to give him some gold plates. A second story is that he was out there reading the Bible. And a third claims he was there feeling very convicted of his sins, when the vision suddenly happened. Another says there was a revival going on. And a fifth version claims he was there because of a desire to know if God exists. Well, which one is true? It appears impossible for him to get his story straight. 

	Knowing all that, and we’ll get into this more later, Mormonism still claims their Book of Mormon is most accurate book ever and they say it’s the most important book on this planet, that any human could ever read. I just want to ask, “Which version is that?!” And I’m still not done with the conflicting accounts. How about those entities he said appeared to him? One time he claimed it was just a spirit, but another of his stories talked about it being an angel. He also wrote about it being two angels. Or was the correct version the one where he claimed it was Jesus? Another time Smith said it was many angels. Of course, his latest iteration of changing fiction, the one that finally stuck because it is the ultimate visitor, is that God the Father and Jesus came to see him. Smith must have settled on that one because it sounded better than the other lies. And it only took him 503 attempts, but I guess he really, really, meant it with his last version. You have to be happy for him finally getting it right. Right?

	So, again, it wasn’t just one thing he changed. It was the date, age, reason, motive, and who appeared to him. He altered his story in multiple ways and many times. I’m sorry, but he is a liar! And what the Mormons do to cover that fact up, is the same experience that normally happens when people tell lies. They have to create a second lie to cover up the first and that leads to another lie. It just keeps building into a pile of lies. But unfortunately for them, past leadership wrote the falsehoods down and we can still get our hands on those writings. Remember, this deception is at the inception and core of Mormonism, demonstrating how the religion has been built on lies.

	“There’s a noticeable shift in the context of finding the gold plates, from a seventeen-year-old money digger, to a supposed 14-year-old spiritual seeker. Joseph Smith omitted uncomfortable, but true, parts of his history and replaced them with fictitious elements, in order to make his story more socially acceptable and spiritually compelling.”

	The short version of that is this: He made the story up! About that last version where Smith was supposedly visited by Jesus and God the Father, the commentary goes on:

	“One thing is clear; the LDS Church is deliberately misleading to offer this account (now canonized as part of LDS Scripture) as an unquestioningly accurate and honest portrayal of its historical origins.”

	I’d like to ask the Mormon organization, “Which version of the lie would you say is the “unquestioningly accurate” one? The whole made-up story is baloney, making lies the very core of their premise that Smith supposedly got a burning in his bosom. The entire foundation for the falsehood starts with multiple changing angles of his supposed vision. How could anyone pick out any truth from that? And it gets worse. Three years later when Smith was seventeen, he supposedly had an encounter with an angel he called, “Moroni,” who he said was the son of a “Mormon.” Later we will get to what the latter word means.

	So, wait a second; an angel called Moroni was supposed to be the son of a man named Mormon. Even if these were actual entities that existed and were as he portrays them, and they were not, when a person dies, do they become an angel? No! The only place that happens is in Hollywood, and it’s certainly not biblical. As humans, through the work of Jesus on the cross, when we die, we either go straight to heaven, or, if we reject Him, we go straight into hell. Both ways demonstrate that we are eternal and will have spiritual resurrected bodies that will be either tormented in hell or have eternal bliss in Heaven. So, we humans still have a human body, which does not suddenly morph into an angel.

	Now I know that the movie, It’s a Wonderful Life, is a great Christmas movie and even makes us cry, but the famous line from it, “Every time the bell rings, an angel gets its wings,” is just incorrect and certainly bad Bible. It’s also crazy to believe that there are little pudgy toddlers with wings, who float around in the clouds. When we die, we do not turn into winged fat kids. People never become angels. In fact, the Greek word for angels is “aggelos,” meaning “messengers,” and they are a separate type of created being from God that is different from the human race. As many of us know, this line experienced corruption, (just as us humans have), and one-third of them rebelled, along with a cherubim angel named, satan, who became Lucifer the devil. But those beings are not the same species as mankind.

	So, besides Smith’s ridiculous story of his first vision, his second one has a whole foundational premise that cannot be. He has a supposed encounter with an “angel” named Moroni, who he claims is the “son” of a “man” named Mormon. It makes us start to think he’s making it all up, right? Man, he’s got to be kidding us. Anyway, Smith has this supposed encounter with a human angel, Moroni, who he says is the son of a guy named “Mormon,” who was supposedly the leader of a group of people, called the “Nephites.” In case you were wondering about this new, but “true,” and previously unknown history of America, the Nephites supposedly lived here way back before Native Americans. Smith claims Moroni appeared to tell him he’d been chosen to translate the Book of Mormon (Moroni’s fathers’ book), which was compiled by this guy, Mormon, sometime around the fourth century. The book was supposedly written on golden (money) plates and placed near where Joseph was living in Palmyra, New York. Smith said he received the plates on September 22nd, 1827, at which time the angel Moroni instructed him to begin the translation process. The translation process was finally completed, and the Book of Mormon was published in 1830.

	Smith also claimed that John the Baptist showed up during the translation process. Why not, right? If you’re creating a compelling story, what better Bible character to add than John the Baptist. That will sell and you’ve already added God the Father and Jesus, which gives the story God’s stamp of approval, but then you messed up creating an angel man so to grab the positive attention back and divert from that latest lie, why not drop in John the Baptist. That will get them off your tail, right?

	But anyway, even though the Bible says we die and don’t come back, Smith claims John the Baptist appeared to him. Aren’t you glad he’s lying, and the truth is, when we die, Heaven is a destination we won’t be returning from, until we are riding through the clouds with Jesus at His Second Coming? Smith’s story continues with John the Baptist supposedly ordaining Smith to accomplish the divine work of restoring the “true church.” So, in our story, good-old “honest” Joe becomes the chosen one for humanity’s greatest-ever need. Apparently, from that point, Joe would be the one person preaching “the true gospel,” which had allegedly been lost from this earth. And of course, that means everyone who has ever lived, prior to Joe Smith’s walk in the woods, has been doomed to hell. Somehow, salvation finally happened, hundreds of generations after Adam, and coincidentally it landed by Smith’s house. How crazy is that? Very!

	Besides the outrageousness of his story, if Mormonism’s originating document, their so-called Book of Mormon, is so accurate as to be the supposed true gospel, and better than what we have with the Bible, why is it as inconsistent as Smith’s stories? In fact, the Book of Mormon is so inconsistent it doesn’t even agree with Mormonism’s other works, they claim as their Mormon scriptures. I’m getting ahead of myself because we’ll get deeply into their false teachings later, but let me give you an idea of how messed up their whole doctrine is, just comparing the Book of Mormon to their other supposedly sacred books:

	The Book of Mormon says there is only one God; the Trinity is one God, and God is unchanging. Another Mormon scripture claims three separate Gods, while still another says it’s actually many gods.

	Other Mormon scriptures say God is increasing in knowledge, which is of course, a fallacious oxymoron because God, by definition, is the Supreme Being. And in order to be the Supreme Being, He has to be present everywhere, all-powerful, and all-knowing. So, if He’s already all-knowing, how can that be one of the Mormon’s many versions of God, supposedly still being learned? It’s a logical fallacy, so the whole idea is crazy.

	The Book of Mormon says God is a Spirit, there is an eternal hell, and polygamy is condemned. Conversely, other Mormon doctrine says He has the form of a man, hell is not eternal and teaches polygamy as an acceptable practice.

	Of course, I didn’t mention all that to back up the Book of Mormon, as some wonderful and accurate writing. It certainly is not.  because it has a myriad of its own problems. It’s only to show a couple of the many, many, examples demonstrating how their writings don’t even agree with each other.

	And that’s what makes our Bible, the one and only Word of God, so absolutely amazing and unique. It has sixty-six books all put together into the one we call the Bible. With that in mind, how unfathomable, is that the entire collection of books, never once contradicts each other. Also, the whole book has just one central theme from beginning to end that points to Jesus Christ the Messiah. The Old Testament and New Testaments are completely compatible even though written by 40 authors, over 1,500 to 1,600 years, in three languages, on three continents, and while authors were completely different people, having all kind of different moods, attitudes, and cultural views. Some did, but most didn’t know each other. And just as an example, the King James Bible has over 700,000 words; yet never once does it contradict itself in the entire Scripture. Now that has the stamp of God’s authority on it!

	As far as the false texts from Mormonism, we have just got crackin’ on how messed up they are. Each of the Mormon books by themselves has strayed far from the truth, which makes it no surprise they can’t even agree with each other. The whole doctrine from Mormonism is one colossal train wreck. And why is that? With all due respect, it’s makes as much sense as the old saying, “like father, like son.” Joseph Smith, Jr., who was a lying con artist just like his dad, told a big, old, tall, tale; and ever since, the people involved with the religion he founded from it, have been trying their best to cover that lie up so they can continue the money train. In fact, Mormons have made around forty thousand textual changes to their original writings. And unfortunately, we Christians, by pointing out their errors, have helped them over time to clean up many of the inconsistencies. But it has always been such a disaster of false teachings that, despite the massive number of corrections, the results they have now still lacks any veracity. Here is some analysis of Mormonism claims about their writings:

	“The founder of Mormonism said the Book of Mormon was the most correct of any books, including the Bible, and that man could get closer to God by following it than any other book. Yet, essential Mormon doctrines are not even found in it. This is because the Book of Mormon is nothing more than a fictional account made up by Joseph Smith. It wasn’t until after the book had been printed that additional heretical doctrines were later developed.”

	Notice they said “additional” writings. The Book of Mormon has its own problems with heresy and is certainly not consistent throughout its pages, but sometimes when saved Christians, but probably not Christians well versed in the Bible, start examining Mormonism by first looking at their Book of Mormon, they may feel it sort of sounds Christian. The truth is it is not. The Book of Mormon is all messed up, but maybe not quite as much as the rest of the Mormon writings. It’s still very bad, though. Their Book of Mormon is almost like bait to pull folks in and then their other doctrine gets worse as you go. Again, don’t misunderstand me; I’m not giving any credence at all to the Book of Mormon; it’s heresy through and through. I’m only saying it’s a sort of tempered bait they use before bringing out the blatantly heretical stuff.

	Now, even with the tiny bit of credit, I gave the Book of Mormon, as bad as their other writings are doctrinally, the Book of Mormon’s story doesn’t even fit the historical record. It was literally made up and if there is anything positive, I could say about the story, it might be that the guy had a fantastic imagination. But was Smith actually an excellent storyteller like L. Ron Hubbard, the founder of Scientology? Hubbard set out to, and did, create his own religion for financial gain. It’s exactly what Smith did. We looked at Hubbard’s religion in our study, Scientology and The Occult Teachings of L. Ron Hubbard. It seemed that both men could really whip up a story and used that ability to enslave millions of people under false teachings, leading those followers into hell. However, in the case of Joseph Smith, as we will find out more later, he was more of a plagiarist than a good fiction writer like the occultist, L. Ron Hubbard, was. But, getting back to Smith, here is more about LDS’s Book of Mormon:

	“The Book of Mormon is supposed to be the accounts of people who came from the Middle East to the Americas. It covers a period from about 600 B.C. to 400 A.D.”

	The book describes many different people groups that we find zero evidence of.

	“It tells of the Jaredites, who are people from the Tower of Babel, who came to Central America, but perished because of their own immortality. Then it describes some Jews who fled persecution in Jerusalem and came to America, led by a man named Nephi. The Jews divided into two groups, the Nephites and Lamanites, who fought each other. The Nephites were defeated in A.D. 428. The Lamanites continued and are known today as the American Indians.”

	There you go! You’ve always wanted to know where the Native Americans came from, right? Yeah, well, you’ve learned nothing true, because this story propagated by the Mormons is bankrupt. We will get to those details in a minute, but that fake history is the type of writing you’ll find in the Book of Mormon. Again, it’s just very sad that the guy stole stories from others and either added to them or even made up some of his own.

	“The Book of Mormon is the account of the Nephite leader, Mormon, concerning their culture, civilization, and even the appearance of Jesus to the Americas.”

	Well, wait a second; how many comings did Jesus have? The Bible mentions only two so now the Mormons are talking about another.

	That in itself is wrong. And speaking of wrong, let’s really get into the personal recorded history of Joseph Smith. What was truly happening with this guy? Because I’m sorry, but he was obviously a liar and a plagiarist, which we’ll get into more later, who also spun some of his own tales, before purposely deceiving folks by passing his fiction off as truth. In a bad way, what Smith did was kind of like what we do for fun in our family. Maybe your family does something similar. Do you have your own language? We call ours “Cronese.” We’ve created our own made-up terms and it’s just how we communicate for fun. It’s seems similar to what this guy did in deciding to make up a history, but his goal was to pass it off as real, in order to attract a following and community of like believers, so that he could gain financially.

	To do so he began by picking a name for the group, which you know as the “Mormons.” But what are the details of that name, besides the obvious reference to Moroni’s dad, Mormon? Well, let’s discover that from Smith’s pretty wild answer. In 1843, of all the words Smith could have grabbed out of the air to tell his story, he picked that one and wrote about his choice in the Mormon newspaper, Times and Seasons, when Smith lived in Nauvoo, Illinois. And as you will see, he claims to have discovered a whole new language he coined as, “Reformed” Egyptian, which apparently was prevalent here in the Americas. But doesn’t “reform” make the whole story sound more spiritual? That may have been what he was going for as opposed to the story Smith tells about the name’s origin:

	“And now, behold we have written this record according to the knowledge in the characters which are called among us the Reformed Egyptian, being handed down and altered by us...none other people knoweth our language; therefore the Lord, and not man, had to interpret, after the people were all dead... I may safely say that the word ‘Mormon’ comes from the Reformed Egyptian word ‘Mon.’ “

	Hey, I thought “mon” was Jamaican; as in, “Hey, mon! What’s happening, mon?” All those years, apparently, I was wrong, and it is a really Reformed Egyptian. And with the addition of “more,” the name became “Mormon.” It’s crazy but makes sense when you figure out that this guy just threw stories out as he went along and also plagiarized some, to establish his made-up religion. What he claimed was that the two words put together, making “Mormon,” means, “more good.” And even today, that’s actually what Mormonism teaches. They’ll still tell you it means “more good,” which means they are more gooder than the rest of us, right? What?! And we’ll talk about your questionable grammar in a minute. Now, with explanation from Smith, he fails to explain how the English word “more,” came to be combined with the supposed Reformed Egyptian word, “mon.” In fact, no lie to cover a lie has yet to be given for that one, as far as I know.

	Now let me tell you what “Mormon” really means: it actually comes from a word in normal Greek, which is “Mormo,” a variant of “Mormon.” At this time in 1843 when Smith wrote his fictitious explanation of the word, “Mormon” had actually already been in the 1738 Oxford English Dictionary. You can go online yourself and see a photocopy of the page defining “Mormo,” or “Mormon.” Believe it or not, the word actually refers to a “hideous she-monster, a hobgoblin, or a bugbear.” Back then it was their version of the Bogeyman. Here is more on that:

	“The lexicon of the ancient Greek language shows that an alternative spelling of Mormo is Mormon and defines the word as a frightening female monster, which was used to frighten little children.”

	Can you just imagine what was going through this guy’s mind as he made up his religion’s name? Maybe he decided to get back at his mom, who used to scare him with something like, “Knock that off Joey, or Mormo is going to get you!” Either way, what he did was co-opt the name of the bogeyman. Here’s more from the dictionary that explains the origin of a tradition we still have today, which is the common surprise word, “Boo!”:

	“Mormo and Mormon, a hideous she-monster, used by nurses to frighten children with generally, a bugbear...as an exclamation to frighten children with, ‘boo!’

	“In Greek mythology, Mormo was a goddess who bit bad children, said to have been a consort of the Greek goddess of fertility, Hecate, who later became associated with Persephone as goddess of the underworld and protector of the witches.”

	Witches? Well, that’s interesting! And why is it important? As you will soon see, Joseph Smith was deeply involved with occult witchcraft. Of all the names this guy could have pulled out of a hat to describe his new religion’s family name; he decided to name his organization after the protector of witches. So, is the name really about being “more good,” or more likely, very rooted in evil? Here a further definition from the Oxford English Dictionary:

	“The name was also used to signify a female vampire-like creature in stories told to Greek children by their nurses to keep them from misbehaving.”

	So, parents, next time you want to get your kids in line, all you have to say is, “Mormon!” Believe it or not, back in the day, that is what was used to scare children. Joseph Smith actually picked the bogeyman for his religion’s name. You can’t make this stuff up! Or I guess you can because Smith sure did.

	And by the way, in the Cantonese Chinese language, “mo” is “devil” and “mun” is “gate, door, entrance, or opening.” So, in the Chinese, “Mormon” sounds like “devil’s gate.” Obviously, Mormons avoid their own name when trying to suck Chinese people into their organization. Can you imagine them talking with Cantonese speakers and unknowingly making an appeal like, “Hi, would like to join the devil’s gate?”

	Or “Hi, would you like to talk about your eternal future?” The potential recruit replies, “Sure, what’s your religion’s name?” The Mormon says, “We’re the devil’s gate.” I imagine that would attract few Chinese converts. So that is why they don’t use their name in China. But concealing your name is a bit of trickery, right? They say they are so proud of their name that Smith supposedly just pulled out of the air; so then why can’t they be consistent with it?

	So, that is the whole issue with the name, and remember that Smith’s whole made-up history was supposed to have taken place here in America with an epic centuries-long story about different people groups and battles. Now, with all that archeologically, you’d think we would dig up some artifacts or some sort of trace of these massive ancient populations. Instead, what’s been found of Smiths’ fictional history, as expected, rhymes with zero. Let me break that information down for you, starting with Metallurgy:

	“The Book of Mormon describes various usages of iron, steel, brass, and various metals in America, before the birth of Jesus Christ. The problem is archaeology has shown that metallurgy did not appear in the Americas until the 9th century A.D.”

	Weapons of war: “The Book of Mormon describes the presence of chariots and other various weaponry that were supposed to have been used in the new world, according to their dates. The problem is archaeologists have found neither the evidence of chariots, nor any weapons mentioned in the Book of Mormon, at this time.”

	Then there are major battles between the made-up people groups already mentioned, the Nephites and Lamanites. Smith described two major wars involving the death of millions and including a huge battle where the Nephites were decimated on a hill at Cumorah, New York.

	“However, no remains of people or even weapons of these wars have ever been found there.”

	And this was not just two guys, ten people, or even hundreds; these battles supposedly involved many millions of dead people (now skeletons), and Smith’s claim of their metal weapons that we find absolutely zero trace of. The guy made it up. And with this next one, their Book of Mormon gets it wrong two ways:

	Crops and agriculture: “The Book of Mormon describes various agriculture of the Americas as being similar to that found in Biblical times in the Middle East. The problem is archaeology has shown the Americas did not grow any of those kinds of crops at that time, and what crops they did grow were not mentioned in the Book of Mormon.”

	Linen and silk: “The Book of Mormon describes the use of linen and silk in the New World, at that time, but neither silk nor linen items have ever been found during that time frame.”

	The Book of Mormon also describes various animals that were supposedly in America at that time, including donkeys, cattle, oxen, and elephants. Of course, we cannot find any of those skeletons from the period he claims.

	Here another aspect of Smith’s history that we’ll get into more later but, really quickly, you may know that Mormons have a prominent teaching about them being decedents of Native Americans. It’s the other supposed proof they point to besides the ever-changing story of Smith’s burnt bosom. Well, that farce about their ancestry has been shown as another lie because we have a new technology today that is very exacting; it rhymes with DNA. So, people have put Mormonism’s profession of Native American parents, to the test. Here is what they found:

	“The Book of Mormons actually says Native American population descendants are the ancestors of the Mormons, specifically the Lamanite tribe, who supposedly originated from ancient Israel as Jews escaping persecution around 2,600 years ago. The problem is DNA samples have proven, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that Native American peoples are descended from their Siberian and Asian ancestors, definitely not made up Mormon tribes, period. Furthermore, there is zero archaeological evidences for the mythical Mormon tribe called the Nephites, who, by the way, were supposed to be white and exceedingly fair people.”

	Wait a second. That sounds awfully racist (and very unlike the average Native American). Well, there is a reason for that, and it’s just one more character flaw to add to Smith’s growing list. The guy was not only a money-grubbing liar who was involved with the occult and made up or stole stories, but he was also about as racist as a person can get. And to expose that, includes this information:

	“The Book of Mormon describes a series of conflicts between the light skinned Nephites and the dark-skinned Lamanites. The Book of Mormon says that God inflicts a curse of dark skin on the Lamanites when they disobey him, but they become white and delightsome when they obey him (2 Nephi 5:20-25). One of the justifications that some Latter-Day Saints used for the discriminatory policies and teachings, specifically against black people, is because they believe this goes back to their pre-existent spirits that were cursed.”

	We are going to see that Mormons were very much into slavery. In fact, it was the Mormon’s behavior with slavery that caused Christians to rise up through the Abolitionist Movement as a way to tell the Mormons to knock it off. And it was the same issue in the 1960’s Civil Rights movement in the United States, when the Mormons were still practicing their racism. Let me give you a quick synopsis of their racist discriminatory core false beliefs, while also giving you more of Smith’s made up history:

	“Mormonism teaches that trillions of planets, scattered throughout the cosmos, are ruled by countless gods who were once humans like us.”

	Errrrrrch! Stop right there! Wow, what a false teaching that is but we’ll get to it later.

	“They say that long ago, on one of these planets, to an unidentified god and one of his goddess wives, a spirit child named Elohim was conceived. This spirit child was later born to human parents, who gave him a physical body. Through obedience to Mormon teachings, he was elevated to godhood.”

	The idea that Mormons can become gods and be given their own planet is what they still teach today. That is why they’re out there in the neighborhoods, on missionary bike tours (their priesthood). They believe they can work their way to becoming their gods, at which time their wives will convert to goddesses, who will forever populate that new god’s planet with spirit babies. We’ll also get into that more eventually.

	“Mormons believe that Elohim is their heavenly father, and he lives with his many goddess wives on a planet near a mysterious star called Kolob.”

	This dude was actually good at coming up with stories. Although, when you do the digging, many were just twisting a story already written. But he could write science fiction, although probably nothing like L. Ron Hubbard, who whipped up another cult called, Scientology.

	Doesn’t Smith’s planet name, Kolob, sound like something out of Star Trek? I could see Spock using that while addressing Captain Kirk: “Excuse me, Captain, it seems we’re getting some sort of communication from Kolob.” But anyway, here’s more of Smith’s story:

	“On Kolob, the god of Mormonism and his wives, through endless celestial sex, produced billions of spirit children…”

	So, what did that Mormon god do with all those kids? The story continues:

	“To decide their destiny, the head of the Mormon gods called a great heavenly council meeting. Both of Elohim’s eldest sons were there: Lucifer and his brother Jesus. (What?! You’ve got to be kidding me.) Lucifer became the devil and his followers became the demons. Now, sent to this world, they would forever be denied bodies of flesh and bone.”

	So, basically, there was a big disagreement with Jesus coming out on top of his supposed brother, lucifer. When lucifer got it wrong, unfortunately, he had to become the devil, after which he took a third of the angels with him. Continuing the story, did you know that there were people who, just kind of stood in the middle of that disagreement and would not pick sides? They apparently didn’t go with lucifer or Jesus. Again, this is all from Smith’s imagination and here’s what he said happened to those who didn’t take a side:

	“Those people who remained neutral in this battle were cursed to be born with black skin.”

	There is the Mormon explanation for the Negro race, which makes their doctrine extremely racist at its core. Joseph Smith was a liar who started a cult because he was a money-grubbing man, and a complete racist, he created some very tall tales that included his prejudiced views, which were rampant during this time. But, as far as Mormonism, those may have only been the failings of its founder, right? No, like his other corrupt views, Smith’s racism has been pervasive with the Mormon leadership. Here’s some about Brigham Young who led the main group that split off and went out to Utah:

	“After Smith’s death, in 1844, Brigham Young became the president of the main body. Young promoted discriminatory views about black people stating, ‘any man having one drop of seed of Cain (a black person) in him, could not hold the priesthood.’ He considered black people as inferior. Brigham Young also taught that blacks were to be ‘the servant of servants’ because a curse was placed on them by their forefathers. He also stated that it was a ‘law under heaven, and it was not the Mormon Church’s place to change God’s law.”

	So, that is Brigham Young, and here’s more about how slavery came to Utah, through the Mormons, with the organization even accepting a man as their church slave:

	“The first known slaves to enter the Utah territory came from the Mormons. One of the first slaves was a guy named, Green Flake. He was actually considered to be the property of the Mormon Church; ‘Green Flake was paid to the Mormon Church as tithing.’ “

	You can check out Green Flake’s interesting story online. There are several accounts of Utah slaves escaping, sometimes in large groups that were assisted by the Underground Railroad.

	“After other Mormon pioneers arrived in Utah, they continued to buy and sell slaves as property. Many of the prominent church members were slave owners, including William Hooper, Abraham Smoot, and Charles Rich. The church members would use slaves as their tithing; both lending out their slaves to work for the church, as well as giving them to the church. Brigham Young and Heber Kimball, the latter being one of the original twelve church ‘apostles,’ used slave labor that had been donated as tithing and the church opposed slaves who wanted to escape their masters.”

	Do you think they mention that part when they come knocking at our doors? No! But why is that? Again, when we can uncover and understand the root of an organization, we can get to their motivation. It helps us uncover what they are trying to hide, even to this day. That history sure does tarnish the image they attempt to portray now as an organization of strong morals. Here is more about how Mormons brought large-scale slavery to the West and didn’t want to give them up:

	“Utah was in fact the only Western state, or territory, that had slaves in 1850. Joseph Smith also opposed interracial marriages. He once indicated that he felt black people should be ‘confined by strict law to their own species.’ In Nauvoo, where Smith lived in New York, it was against the law for black men to marry whites. And during a sermon criticizing the federal government, Brigham Young said, ‘If the white man, who belongs to the chosen seed, mixes his blood with the seed of Cain, blacks, the penalty under the law of God, is death on the spot. This will always be so.’ “

	So, the Mormon Church gave the death penalty for interracial marriages. Here is more on Brigham Young:

	“He then prophesied that, if the church were ever to say that it was okay to intermarry with blacks, the Mormon Church would go on to destruction and the priesthood would be taken away.”

	Wow, well, fortunately those were just the views of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, right? No! These next few accounts get closer to our time, with this first one being from 1939:

	“So-called Mormon apostle, George F. Richards, in a talk at the Mormon General Conference, similarly taught, ‘The negro is an unfortunate man. He’s been given a black skin, but that is as nothing compared with that greater handicap, that he is not permitted to receive the priesthood, or the ordinances of the temple, necessary to prepare men and women to enter into, and enjoy, the fullness of glory in the celestial kingdom.’ “

	In 1954, another so-called Mormon apostle, Mark Peterson, said this:

	“I think I have read enough to give you an idea of what the negro is after. He is not just seeking an opportunity to sit down in a café where white people eat. He isn’t trying to ride on the same streetcar. It appears that the negro seeks absorption with the white race. He will not be satisfied until he achieves it by intermarriage. This is his objective and we must face it.”

	“In 1958, church apostle Bruce McConkie published the Mormon Doctrine, in which he stated that ‘the whole negro race had been cursed with a black skin, This is 1958! The mark of Cain, so they can be identified as a caste apart, a servant class and lower citizenry, a people with whom the other descendants of Adam should not intermarry.’ The quote remained, despite many other revisions, until 2010.”

	“In the 1950s, the San Francisco mission office took legal action to prevent black families from moving into the Mormon Church neighborhood.”

	In 1965, a black man living in Salt Lake City, Daily Oliver, described how, as a boy in the 1910s, he was excluded from the LDS-led boy scout troop, because they didn’t want blacks in their building.”

	Here’s a warning for parents: watch out for Mormon-led factions of the Boy Scouts because it’s become one of their tools to suck kids and their parents into Mormonism. They have hijacked the Boy Scouts, just as the homosexuals unfortunately have. Both are using it as a platform.

	“In 1965, the LDS Church apostle, Mark Peterson, described a black family that tried to join the LDS Church: ‘Some white church members went to the branch president and said that, either the black family must leave or they would all leave.’ The branch president ruled that the black family could not come to the Mormon Church meetings.”

	All the way up until 1978, the Mormon Church had a policy that said black men could not be ordained into the Mormon priesthood. That was supposedly reversed at the time, but we have to wonder, if the change to their doctrine is what is really being practiced and even whether they still uphold the old policy to some degree today. Of course, they do allow blacks these days, as we’ll see from some statistics. Unfortunately, for them, there are African American folks involved with Mormonism today. But listen to how racist the church fathers were, which makes it understandable, though still not right, that those views carried that mentality through their history, with some lingering on today:

	“After Joseph Smith death, Brigham Young taught that black suffrage went against church doctrine, that God had taken away the rights for blacks to hold public office, and that God would curse whites who marry blacks.”

	Again, these were the kinds of views that riled up the Christian Abolitionists leading up to and during the Civil War years. Christians looked at how racist the Mormons were and said, “You’ve got to be kidding me. We need to change that unbiblical racist mindset and behavior.” The Mormons not only did not help with racism, they were in fact part of the problem.

	“Before the civil rights movement, the Mormon Church policy went largely unnoticed and unchallenged.”

	As the civil rights movement began to take over society and expose what the Mormons were doing in the promotion of racism, including as recently as the 1960s and 1970s, in 1978 the Mormon Church finally had to relent and declare that they would reverse racist policies. But again, listen to how they neglected to put that into practice even after their decision to publicly say they would relent:

	“In 1943, the LDS Hospital opened a blood bank which kept separate blood stocks for whites and blacks. After the 1978 ending of the priesthood ban, Consolidated Blood Services agreed to supply hospitals with connections to the LDS Church, including LDS Hospital, Primary Children’s Cottonwood Hospitals in Salt Lake City, McKay-Dee Hospital Ogden, and Utah Valley Hospital in Provo. Racially segregated blood stocks reportedly ended in the 1970’s, although white patients worried about receiving blood from a black donor, were assured that this would not happen even after 1978.”

	By the way, all this is such common knowledge that you too can find it for yourself on Wikipedia. I’m not saying Wikipedia is some ultimate and reliable source, but just that the information is so common that even they have it. But the fact is that even after the 1978 ruling, they still segregated the blood of blacks and whites, which is absolutely crazy racism to the core.

	Now I want to close out this chapter with a little teaser of what we’ll look at in more detail later. This Joe Smith guy was a greedy dishonest racist who was into witchcraft. And whom do we know as the father of dishonesty, of lies? It is satan, right? So, if Joseph Smith didn’t make up his communications with some type of entity, which is a big if, then it makes sense he was most likely in contact with demons. If those demons gave messages to Smith, they were angels delivering directives from God and instead it makes more sense that his dark ties to witchcraft would be his invitation for satan and demons to work with him. With all that in mind, it’s no wonder Smith’s Mormon religion, even today, spits out so much satanic behavior like greed, lying, racism, and occult behavior. Here’s the teaser of what we will get deeply into:

	“Joseph Smith was a sorcerer. He practiced crystal ball gazing, or fortune telling. He was convicted of this practice, which is on court records in the New York. Smith’s practice of magic and necromancy annually led him to do it during a witchcraft holy day, on the Hill of Cumorah in New York, specifically to seek encounters with a spirit being called Moroni. During this time, he would attempt to conjure up the spirit from the dead. There is strong evidence, from 1824, that Joseph Smith actually had to dig up the body of his dead brother Alvin and bring part of that body with him to the Hill of Cumorah, in order to gain access to the gold plates, on which were supposedly written the Book of Mormon. It is also known, within his community, that Joseph Smith used blood sacrifices in his magic rituals to find hidden treasure. C.R. Stafford writes, ‘Jo Smith, the prophet, told my uncle, William Stafford, he wanted a fat, black sheep. He said he wanted to cut its throat and make it walk in a circle three times around.”

	That is full-on witchcraft.

	“After his death Smith was found to be carrying a magic talisman on his person, sacred to Jupiter, designed to bring him wealth, power, success, and seducing women.”

	Yes, Joe, you also had a womanizing problem, didn’t you? Joseph Smith was a very sexually immoral person who was into adultery and other behaviors of that nature. We’ll get to that later, as well. I want to give you a statement from a former satanist high priest who went from the frying pan into the fire when he converted from satanist high priest to Mormon high priest. Praise God he’s a Christian now, but listen to what he says as he’s standing outside the Los Angeles Mormon Temple, with the building behind him:

	“Behind me is the Los Angeles Temple of the Mormon Church. And inside are many devout Mormons, who are fulfilling what they consider to be godly, noble obligations of their faith and to their God. What they don’t realize though, is that the rituals and the ceremonies that they are involved in, are straight out of the occult. How do I know? Because I was a Mormon who went to the temple. I went to the temple many times but more importantly, I was also, prior to that, a high priest of satan. Before I joined the Mormon Church, I had twelve years of experience in witchcraft and satanism. When I went to the temple, I was astounded at the high level of similarity with the handshakes and handgrips involved. The secret tokens of the so-called erotic priesthood and the melchizedek priesthood are in fact right out of witchcraft and satanism.”

	And here he talks about the Mormon priesthood’s apron, which is the same practice in satanism just like the other aspects like the Mormon’s secret underwear:

	“With the concept of putting on, as a part of your Mormon priesthood robes, an apron which God rejected in the Garden of Eden and in the satanic temple, lucifer himself says, ‘This apron is a symbol of my power and priesthood,’ when I went to the Mormon Temple, as a former satanist, I was ultimately very satisfied by the apron because I thought this was in fact a profound satanic initiation ceremony.”

	So, Mormonism made a lot of sense with his background in the similar satanic practices, that he’d just been performing and even leading! Likewise, with Smith, you can see that the same affinity for satanic practices, so much so that he incorporated occult satanic witchcraft into his new religion. The ex-satanist continues:

	“All throughout the temple grounds, here and in Salt Lake City, you will find all sorts of occult symbols. The symbols are generally associated with witchcraft and satanism. They are predominantly on the temples, but they are also on such buildings as the assembly halls. You can even find them in the visitor’s center. I mean, the place is virtually a Disneyland of occult symbols. And yet there is absolutely no Christian symbol anywhere.”

	Why don’t they use Christian symbols? If you profess to be Christians, why not put up crosses instead of the occult and witchcraft symbols? Well, maybe it’s because they don’t really serve Jesus. Their founder didn’t. Of course, they put Christ in their name, “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” but they are not the church of Jesus Christ. Instead and unfortunately, they come from a guy who either plagiarized or whipped up a story and then pass it off as the truth. His whole history was full of money-grubbing greed, lying, racism, sexually immoral adulterous behavior, and involvement in occult witchcraft.

	Wow! They don’t tell you that when they come to your door, right? And when you tell them you’re not interested in being a Mormon, because you’re a Christian who believes in Jesus Christ, what do they say? They will almost always say, “We do too!” But they don’t. Remember how we started this chapter with the understanding that we have to get behind their veneer. They will pepper us with our own Christianese, but their idea of those terms is not the same. In fact, as we’re seeing here, their doctrine has been so far off base it’s laughable.

	In the next chapter, we’ll get into the supposed history as told by the Mormon Church, as well as the actual history. Did Joseph Smith really die a martyr? They even quote Isaiah in an attempt to portray Smith as a “sheep led to the slaughter.” But of course, he was not because that’s another lie. We’ll also take a look at Smith’s sketchy translation techniques, as well as a more in-depth look at his ties to the occult.
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	By way of recapping the last chapter so that we remember the material better, we’ve been looking at the history of Mormonism and its founder, Joseph Smith. As we saw, the whole premise of Mormonism is based on Smith deciphering truth by a feeling he had, which he attributed to his perversion of James 1:5. Smith’s method of finding truth was not to be like a biblical Berean, checking with the Bible to find truth. Instead, his “truth” came from what he said was a burning in his bosom, which I would guess was probably just rotten pizza or plain old chicken. Getting heartburn from your food is no way to decipher truth. But that bosom-burn was Smith’s core premise for establishing this whole religion. He basically went with a feeling, so right out of the gate; you can tell his claims will be problematic. With maturity comes the understanding that feelings can deceive us. Of course, if money is your goal, honesty doesn’t enter the equation and you’re just looking for a good story to sell.

	There is also the issue that Smith wrote and told many differing versions of his religion-forming burning-bosom experience. If the Book of Mormon is, as Smith says, the most accurate book on the whole planet, that supposedly best leads us to God, then why does the historical record show many contradictory accounts of his supposed experiences?

	As we saw, the Book of Mormon doesn’t even agree with the other Mormon writings so there is no consistency in their doctrine. Likewise, there is no archaeology evidence for Smith’s invented accounts of history in the Americas. If his contentions were really factual, actually coming from God as he claims, we know God doesn’t lie so why can’t we find one shred of evidence for the history he painted? We find no coins, no animals, and no dead bodies from the millions of people he said died in a specific area.

	We also looked at the origin of the word, “Mormon.” It’s not from a made-up language Smith named “reformed Egyptian.” And it does not mean “more good,” as Mormonism, even today, claims. Instead, it was a word used back in Smith’s day to refer to the bogeyman or a she-monster. And even worse, in a prominent Asian language it means “Devil’s gate.” So, when at the door of those living in Asian countries, LDS missionaries don’t typically mention their “Mormon” name.

	In the last chapter we left off with Smith and other Mormon leadership’s extreme racism throughout their history. As we get more into their racism, we’ll see that this time of Mormonism’s birth also saw other cults arrive on the scene like Seventh Day Adventists, Christian Science, and a lot of the Charismatic fringe groups. You’re going to see that many of them were also extremely racist as Ellen G. White was, as the supposed prophetess of SDA. Joseph Smith said black Africans were cursed because they stayed neutral in a decision involving Christ and satan, whom they claim were brothers. Likewise, and even worse, Ellen G. White’s doctrine of “amalgamation” said the black African race came about from bestiality, which of course means humans and animals breeding with each other. It’s all extremely racist, just like the very similar racist heresies from Mormonism. It’s crazy beliefs from their history that they keep hidden from the public, and even from their own followers. When knocking at our doors, they sure forget to tell us a lot of their ugly history.

	We left off in the last chapter with a teaser about Joseph Smith’s occult ties, which we’ll cover in more detail with this chapter and even more into the one after this. But even with what you know already, it should be enough for you to be sufficiently appalled when we look at the glowing way Mormonism portrays Smith. That will be toward the end of this chapter. With just what we’ve uncovered so far about him, the truly bad track record of a thoroughly despicable character, it’s crazy to see how Mormon followers ooze love for Joseph Smith. In fact, they are taught that Smith was even better than Jesus. After death, Mormons actually believe that all humans will stand before the judgment seat, where Joseph Smith will be. They claim this guy was a great prophet and tragic lamb unfortunately led to the slaughter.

	So, that’s one of the questions for us now. First, was Joseph Smith really a martyr? Was he just some guy who received truth from a genuine vision that he generously shared with the rest of us until one day people unfortunately shot the saintly man? Was he just trying to do good, including the day he surrendered his own life? No! That story is another big lie. In fact, wait until you hear who shot him. Let’s get into that in a later chapter and we’ll get into more detail about his many, many, wives:

	“After the publication of the Book of Mormon, Mormonism began to grow. Because their religion was so deviant from Christianity, with a plurality of gods and polygamy, Joseph was said to have up to twenty-seven wives.”

	And the intimate time he spent with other men’s wives is probably the reason a group of men hunted him down.

	“Persecution soon forced him to move from New York to Ohio, then to Missouri, and finally Nauvoo, Illinois.”

	Smith was shot and killed not too far from Nauvoo, which is on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River in the three-state corner there with Iowa and Missouri.

	“After being accused of breaking some laws in Nauvoo, by destroying a printing press, that was ‘supposed to be publishing harmful information about Mormonism,’ Joseph and his brother Hiram ended up in jail. A mob broke into the jail and killed Joseph and his brother.”

	The historical record shows that is what happened, but again, even with the evidence completely contrary, Mormonism claims he was just a lamb led to the slaughter, like he was innocently sitting in the jail when bad guys showed up and took him out. That makes for another endearing story but (again) it’s not true. From the record, here is the real history that is easy to demonstrate so I don’t know why Mormonism would try to dispute it, except that they desperately need to cover it up, that the guy was certainly no martyr:

	“The events leading to the death of the Mormon founder, Joseph Smith, are much like the events surrounding his life, full of contradiction. To hear Mormons tell us the story, Smith did no wrong.”

	Here is the story of those other Mormons who caused Smith’s death, and again, they won’t mention this when attempting to recruit you at your door:

	“When the opportunity to murder Smith finally came, it grew paradoxically out of the events within the Mormon Church in the spring of 1844. A conflict over the issues of the plurality of wives.”

	That refers to Joseph Smith sleeping with other guy’s wives, including other Mormon men’s brides. In fact, he would tell men in the organization, that they had to let him sleep with their wives. We are probably going to have a whole chapter on the Mormon polygamy of Smith and Brigham Young, as well as the whole LDS belief about it. The record of events on the day of Smith’s death continues:

	“A conflict over the issues of the plurality of wives and other extreme doctrines arouse within the circle of Mormon leaders.”

	These men going up against Smith were those who knew him best, other prominent leaders in Mormonism. So, it was not some fringe rogue faction of Mormons, who had no power and authority. These were men from within their main organizational structure. A man named, William Law, who had been a member of the first Mormon presidency since 1841, led it. These Mormon leaders broke from Joseph Smith and resolved to use a newspaper to publish their views, exposing the secret things going on in the Mormon hierarchy. Of course, in those days they didn’t have radio, television, blogs, or the Internet, so they established a newspaper called the Nauvoo Expositor. On June 7, 1844, they issued the first and only edition of their paper, which included them exposing what was going on with Joseph Smith.

	In response, Smith, who was conveniently Nauvoo’s mayor and had total control of the Nauvoo City Council, voted to declare the Nauvoo Expositor a public nuisance. Smith sent an order to the city marshal that said,

	“You are commanded to destroy the printing press, from whence issues the Nauvoo Expositor, scatter the type, of said printing establishment, in the street, and burn all exporters and libels’ handbills found in said establishment.”

	That act of the city council was ordered and carried out three days later on June 10th. So, this group of top-level Mormon leaders decided they had had enough, broke off from Smith’s malfeasance, and proceeded to inform everyone about what Smith really had going on with Mormon leadership. However, as the powerful mayor and controlling the city council, Joseph Smith responded by getting the city marshal to go destroy the Expositor printing press. And that’s how the physical fight began, as the faction exposing Smith’s aberrant practices and behavior, decided they’d had enough and set out to fight back. So, the conflict was between Mormon leaders.

	The next action was from the newspaper publishers, who had their equipment destroyed. They sought justice from the nearby town of Carthage, which these days is about a half-hour’s ride from Nauvoo by car. You will have to decide what you think that their equivalent horseback ride probably was. From Carthage, the Mormon faction, fighting against Smith sought to obtain an arrest warrant, charging him and the city council, with riots because their newspaper property had been destroyed. Back in Nauvoo, this is what was happening:

	“The municipal court of Nauvoo, composed of Mormons sympathetic to Smith, did not see it the way of the opposing faction and acquitted the accused Smith and his cohorts. When it was learned that the municipal court had no right to decide such a case, the defendants were examined by Justice Daniel H. Wells. Again, they were acquitted. But because Wells did not have authority in such case, this led to a third examination. This too ended up with the defendants being found not guilty.”

	This is where Joseph Smith made a fatal error.

	“Joseph Smith sought the help of Illinois Governor Thomas Ford. In order to have this matter settled, Ford believed that Smith and the others, who were originally charged, should submit themselves to the constable at Carthage and there await trial.”

	So, the whole thing may have just died out if Smith hadn’t kept it going by contacting the state governor.

	“In his letter, Governor Ford also promised Smith and the others that they would ‘be protected from violence.’”

	Now remember, Mormonism’s whole premise about this history is that Smith was an innocent lamb led to the slaughter; he had nothing to hide and was just standing for the truth. But here is what really happened:

	“Refusing to believe the governor’s promises, Smith made plans to escape capture and flee to the Rocky Mountains.”

	So much for being a martyr, right? As was his history, Smith’s knee-jerk reaction was to run. However, first he returned to Nauvoo, spending the night there. The other Mormon faction against Smith appears to have gotten somewhere with their trip to Carthage because the next morning Smith was told he had to report to Carthage by 10am. He and his brother, Hyrum, rode into Carthage to turn themselves into the local authorities. They checked into a hotel, but the local constable came and put them under arrest, escorting them to jail. Mormonism glamorizes the jail as some horrible place Smith was thrown into. However, it seems to have been less of what we would consider jail and probably more of regular rooms he was in; but whatever. Along with Smith were his brother, other Mormons, John Taylor and Doctor Willard Richards. Taylor gave this account:

	“On the afternoon of June 27, Elder Cyrus H. Wheelock came in to see us, and when he was about to leave, drew a small pistol, a six-shooter, from his pocket, remarking at the same time, ‘Would any of you like to have this?’”

	Joseph Smith, being an innocent lamb leaving himself open to be slaughtered, replied, “Absolutely not. No siree! I’m just going to stand here with truth on my side because this is our genuine struggle for what is right.” No! Of course, Smith was in no way an innocent, so that is not at all what happened. Here is more from Taylor, about what actually occurred after that:

	“Brother Joseph immediately replied, ‘Yes, give it to me,’ whereupon he took the pistol and put it in his pantaloons pocket.”

	Taylor’s public record shows that soon after Smith grabbed the gun, a bunch of guys came around the corner of the jail and up the stairs toward where Smith and the three others were in the room, which was apparently on the second floor. Here is more of what happened, and it shows that Smith was not being held in anything like a traditional barred and locked jail cell:

	“Immediately Willard Richards and Hyrum Smith leaned against the door to prevent the mob from entering the room.”

	“While in this position, the mob, who had come upstairs and tried to open the door, probably thought it was locked, and fired a ball through the keyhole.”

	They shot the lock, most likely in hopes of blasting the door open because they thought it was locked.

	“At this Dr. Richards and Brother Hyrum leaped back from the door, with their faces towards it; almost instantly another ball passed through the panel door, and struck brother Hyrum on the left side of his nose, entering his face and head. Hyrum fell back and cried out, ‘I am a dead man!’ “

	That was Joseph Smith’s own brother. So as a lamb led to the slaughter, did Joe jump to the aid of his sibling’s injuries and agonize over the potential loss of his loved one? No! Here’s what Taylor reported about Smith unloading every shell in his pistol:

	“Joseph Smith instantly arose, and with a firm, quick step, and a determined expression of countenance, a look of, ‘I’m going to kill those guys!’ approached the door, and pulling the six-shooter .from his pocket, opened the door slightly, and snapped the pistol six successive times; only three of the barrels, however, were discharged. I, afterwards, understood that two or three were wounded by these discharges, two of whom, I am informed, died.”

	So, there is the actual historical record of what happened when Smith killed two men. It was not like he was an innocent faith-filled pacifist just sitting there when some random bunch of non-Mormons gunned him down, for his strong biblical beliefs. This was a battle between Mormon leaders, who didn’t like that Smith was cozying up to, and even sleeping with their wives. Worse yet, if it could be, he was actually demanding that his followers allow him to commit adultery with their wives. As we’ll see more later, there was all kinds of weird stuff going on with Smith, so it’s no wonder people in his own organization wanted to take him out. Men in his own inner circles in Mormonism came to eliminate the family’s bad seed. This wasn’t just over the newspaper, and I’m not condoning what the other people did, but Smith was absolutely, not an innocent lamb, that was gunned down by some bad guys, picking on him for no reason but a strong faith in something.

	But if you take a look at the Mormon artwork depicting Smith just before his death, the innocent lamb is their theme, which is a perversion of the facts. And it’s the same perversion they propagate with their “version” of Smith’s background. Mormonism’s whole picture they paint of him is one big contradiction of the historical record, the facts. It is completely untrue. Here is what one guy said about Joseph Smith’s death:

	“Smith accepted the offer of Wheelock’s pistol. From that moment on, everything changed, making a comparison to an innocent lamb, or willingly martyred, is a perversion of the facts. He decided to use the pistol, which means he did not have any intention to voluntarily laying down his life.”

	Again, Smith’s initial reaction was to flee to the Rocky Mountains, just as he’d escaped from other states where he had been involved in bad behavior. And typically, a Christian martyr really is a sort of lamb led to slaughter. So, when Mormonism portrays Smith as a Mormon martyr, it goes completely against the facts.

	If you’ve seen videos or read the book of our study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion, you’ll know some accounts of our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who were burned alive, drowned, and tortured to death. Sometimes their Catholic captors would get so mad at them, even after the martyr was killed, they would dig up his bones, burn them to ashes, and throw the ashes in the water. It seems a bit childish, right? It’s like they want the dead person to acknowledge, “Okay, you really got me there.”

	But oftentimes when a true Christian martyr was led toward the stake, to be burned alive in excruciating agony, he or she would be singing hymns to praise God and even witnessing to their persecutors about Christ in an attempt to save that evil-doer’s soul. That’s what a “lamb led to the slaughter” means. It’s what we see with genuine Christians who did not fight back, but instead are at peace knowing they’ll be with Jesus so they just let the chips fall where they may. That is not at all what we see with Smith’s death.

	“Christian martyrs are known for willingly and peaceably giving their lives for the cause of Christ. There is no escaping the fact that he was guilty of being involved in the destruction of the Expositor. History has shown that many accusations made, regarding Smith’s secret involvement with polygamy, were accurate. It is wrong for Mormons to portray Joseph Smith’s last moments as that of an innocent lamb and a willing martyr.”

	That is so true! Later we’ll get more into this history but after the shooting, the organization divided into two groups. Smith’s widow who went back to Independence, Missouri led one. It was known as the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ and claimed to be the true Mormon Church. The other was larger and the one most of us know today; the branch Brigham Young took over.

	“The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ, laid claim to legal succession of the church presidency, which was bestowed upon Joseph’s son by Joseph Smith himself. The other group was led by Brigham Young. The latter went to Utah, where in 1847, they ended up in Salt Lake and founded Salt Lake City.”

	And as we’ll see, Brigham Young had 55 wives, accumulated much wealth, and was into slavery, as well as other nefarious activities, just like his predecessor.

	Now, before we get back to that progression of history, I want to talk about Smith’s last words, right before they shot him. Again, this whole fabricated Mormon history that the church puts out, is full of lies, including how their leader came up with the history he claims, and how the organization portrays him. It is all full of lies. He did appear to say something redeeming just before he died, and it helps explain some aspects of Mormonism. His last words were “Oh Lord my God.”

	That shows he must have been a Christian, right? No. It’s actually the first part of a phrase he was trying to get out. Again, he was not a lamb led to the slaughter. Instead, even there at his end, the con artist was just trying to escape a bad outcome caused by his actions. A Mormon historian, Reed Durham, tells the complete story, which appears on page 28 of a booklet called, “No Help for the Widow’s Son.”

	Durham says Smith had his hands up, with palms facing forward, and after “Oh Lord my God,” what he was trying to finish sayings was, “is there no help for the widow’s son?” Why would Smith try to say that? It’s because the full phrase is a Masonic distress signal. Men have actually used the same in courtrooms situation where they hope the judge recognizes the signal. With his hands in the air, it was a secret hand signal, hoping the judge is a Mason. The specific phrase is, “Oh Lord my God, is there no help for the widow’s son?” If the other men are Freemasons, it is notification to them that they are under a blood oath to spare the life of the one speaking that sentence. So, Smith said what seemed to be a devoutly religious statement, but it was instead an appeal for help from what he hoped were Mason brothers.

	Now, what do you think were the odds that any of those other guys might have been Freemasons? We will see more on this later, but the fact is that, at the time in early Nauvoo, there were about 1,500 men who were Masons. So, once again, history testifies that Joseph Smith was no lamb led to slaughter, but instead a Mason flashing a Masonic hand sign in desperate hopes the other guys would be compelled to spare him. Unfortunately for him, he wasn’t able to finish his sentence before being fatally shot. Maybe that was more motivation to shoot back at him quickly. Either way, the truth is interesting, right? Was Smith a martyr? No way!

	And this account from the Mormon historian, Durham, brings up another question: Was Joseph Smith really involved in Freemasonry? I’ll just tell you that answer is “Yes,” and we don’t have time to explain the full knock-down drag-out history of Freemasonry. I will however give you a smattering of their teachings but know our entire multi-year equipping study series, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, will end with our last sub study being Freemasonry. At your time of this reading, it may or may not be out yet, in either video or book form.

	But, for this portion on Mormonism, from that larger study series, I’ll just give you a quick idea of Freemasonry for your understanding of what Smith was involved with. Then we’ll look at how Smith was, not only a liar who plagiarized contemporary history for the creation of his Book of Mormon, but also ripped off rituals of Freemasonry to use for his Mormon organization. With all due respect, I don’t know how else to describe Joseph Smith, so I’ll just say it again, the guy was full-on con artist.

	And as far as Freemasonry, I’ll just be blunt: it is something no one should ever get involved with, and certainly not a Christian. Masonry is one of the most anti-Christian, unbiblical, secret societies, a person could join. To add more emphasis, I’ll state this on the record: If you are a Christian, involved with Freemasonry, you need to get right with God, repent and leave them immediately. It is demonic and certainly not Christian. With that said, let me quickly give you a few aspects of Masonry:

	Freemasonry is also known as Eastern Star and even has youth groups, which are DeMolay for boys.  Jacques de Molay was the last Grand Master of the Knights Templar. And for girls there is Rainbow Girls, as well as Job’s Daughters. 

	Before I knew much about Freemasonry, back in the day when I was a youth pastor, the Church I worked with was majorly into Freemasonry, so their youth groups were DeMolay and Job’s Daughters. This was in the Church! I’ve also had to deal with some in the Church, like deacons and board members, who were involved in a local Freemasonry lodge. These men were part of controlling what goes on in those Churches and restricting what could to be taught. And what we’re going to see is that Freemasonry is a philosophy that says, “Come one, come all.” They teach that Christianity is not the exclusive truth, and neither is Jesus. They say we only need to believe in a Supreme Being, and from there we can fill in the blanks, however we’d like. So, as a Freemason, the last thing a member would want to do is profess Jesus as the only way.

	With that said, my story from back in the youth-pastor days continues: If you know me at all by now, you can imagine I would be preaching another sermon about exactly that; Jesus is the only way. When finishing with another of those sermons, a guy in Church leadership, who I had not yet found out, was a local Mason. He approached me after the service. And this was one big-old dude! Of course, they’re all tall compared with a vertically challenged guy like myself. But this man was big, big; probably 6’6” and with monstrous hands that could have easily reached down to crush my head.

	Now just a little more background: as a means of teaching about Christ, sometimes we have to compare religions. That day I was contrasting Christianity with Mormonism, Islam, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and others. It helps to point out how those are all radically different from Christianity. I was preaching about the exclusivity of the gospel.

	So, the big fella stormed up and looked way down at me, got in my face, and said something like, “I don’t want to hear that preaching no more. We shouldn’t be talking about other religions.” It appeared I had really riled this super-sized man. In fact, later his wife said I better have a longer talk with him because he was really upset. So, I set up a visit with him where we went round and round. Of course, my question for him was, “How can I call myself a loving person, if I can’t tell people their way is the wrong one, which means it is leading them to hell. If I can’t say so, how is that loving them?” The guy couldn’t answer or didn’t want to, or whatever, but the conversation ended with him looking way down at me and straight in my face, with this advice:

	“I’ve seen a lot of you preachers come, and a lot of you go.”

	It was a direct threat. So, what do you suppose I did the next week? I continued to preach on that same topic. We Christians cannot back down.

	Again, this confrontation was in our Christian Church. The point of that story is that Freemasonry is not the same as Christianity. If you are involved with that, get out! Just run and make no apologies. Get out now because you do not want to align yourself with it.

	Here’s more on Masonry: So, Eastern Star, Freemasonry, DeMolay, Job’s Daughters, and Rainbow Girls are essentially the same; you only need to believe in the existence of a Supreme Being, which can include the gods of Islam, Hinduism, or any other world religions. It is an unbiblical anti-Christian belief system that has the outward appearance of a good-old-boys club, which is especially good for your business interests. It shares that aspect with Mormonism. Mormons follow the same practices as Freemasonry, with their favoritism of members for securing jobs, promotions, and even incidentals like furniture and other accommodations. It makes sense that their methods would be similar when you understand the ties Mormonism has to Freemasonry.

	“The very process of joining Freemasonry’s lodge requires Christians to ignore the exclusivity of Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior.”

	In fact, Freemasonry dictates that its members not even mention Jesus’ name. So, if you are a Christian in Masonry, how can you submit to that? You are not allowed to mention the name of Jesus Christ? How would God feel about that? I think we all know the answer there. And in Masonry, you certainly can’t say Christ is the only way to Heaven. So why would any Christian want to be a part of that? It’s all a huge red flag that is a sign for you to run! And we’re just getting started with their false teachings. Here’s more that shows Masonry’s works-based salvation:

	“They also believe that a person will be saved and go to Heaven as a result of his good works and personal self-improvement. They believe that the Bible is just one of many sacred books or volumes of sacred law, as they would say. It’s an important book but only where those who claim to be Christians are concerned.”

	So, they see the Bible as having no greater importance than the Koran, carried by a Muslim, who might also join Freemasonry. The organization finds nothing exclusive about either book. It’s all the same to them.

	“The Bible says there is one God. The Masons say that they invite people of all faiths even if they use different names for ‘the Nameless One of a hundred names.’”

	But that’s completely false. There is only one God! But again, that shows their core belief.

	“Masons view, ‘no doctrine of the deity of Jesus Christ.’ So, they deny Christ is God. It is deemed to be un-Masonic to invoke the name of Jesus when praying, or even mention His name in the Lodge. Suggesting that Jesus is the only way to God, contradicts their principle of tolerance.”

	So, the Freemason doctrine is a desire to have all religions come together under the one umbrella of Freemasonry. If you have seen our study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming One World Religion, you know Catholic leadership’s goal is exactly the same.

	“Masons teach that man is not sinful, just rude and imperfect.”

	They must have been driving in our Las Vegas traffic when they came up with that doctrine. Masonry teaches works of civic duty, helping in the community as a means of gaining their own salvation. Similarly, Mormons are told to do good works like riding their bike around knocking on doors and signing up for work projects, both of which give them a chance to witness for Mormonism to build their membership. Here’s more on Masonry:

	“Human beings are able to improve their character in various ways, through charity, moral living, and voluntary performance of civic duty. Also, when a so-called Christian takes the oath of Freemasonry, he is swearing to the following doctrines that God has pronounced false and sinful: ‘Salvation can be gained by man’s good works, Jesus is just one of many equally revered prophets and they, as a supposed Christian, will remain silent in the lodge and not talk of Christ.’”

	Run! That method of dealing with Freemasonry is similar to my Crone-translation for Mormonism’s L.D.S. Church (Leave! Don’t Stop!). The same applies to Freemasonry. Get out of there, man! This is not a joke, so run! And I don’t care if it’s good for business; change jobs and get out of there because it’s not only unbiblical, it’s also a full-on satanic cult.

	For greater detail on Masonry, look for our future Freemasonry study. For now, that gives you a good look at what Joseph Smith was involved with. That is why he was giving a specific Freemason hand gesture, forming a square with both hands up, like a robber caught by the police at gun point. He was trying to say the Mason phrase that would have saved him, if other Masons were the ones looking to shoot him. And that’s why Smith’s last words were what they were; he was a Freemason and that fact is easily documented, as is the fact that Smith’s brother, Hyrum, and their dad were also Freemasons.

	“By the 1840s, Smith and several prominent Latter-Day Saints had become Freemasons and founded a lodge in Nauvoo, Illinois, in March of 1842. Soon after joining Freemasonry, Smith introduced a temple endowment ceremony, into his Mormonism, including a number of symbolic elements that were very similar to those of Freemasonry.”

	That is referring to the Mormon Temples they revere, and so much so that only certain Mormons qualify to go in; those who join the priesthood, go on the bike tour, have a referral, pay 30% of their income to the Mormon Church, and prove that last one by giving the church their W-2 tax forms.

	So, within weeks of Smith joining and going through the Freemasonry rituals, he instituted what is almost a carbon copy of the Masonry rituals, into Mormonism, even though he never said they were taken from Freemasonry. He plagiarized those rituals to establish what he labeled his Mormon Temple Endowment Ceremony. But that is another lie because the whole thing was ripped off from Freemasonry. Smith remained a Freemason until his death, which happened as he was throwing out a Mason sign.

	Other significant leaders of Mormon Freemasons were Brigham Young, who even wore his Freemason’s pin much of his life, as well as Hyrum Smith, Heber Kimball, and John C. Bennett. In fact, as Masonry spread through Mormonism, in the small town of Nauvoo, there were soon over 1,500 Mormon men practicing Freemasonry. So, Smith probably felt he had good odds of finding a receptive Mason in his group of assailants, if he could have gotten the rest of the Mason blood oath out. They might have spared his life even if he were guilty, and no matter what he’d done. If he would have gotten the blood oath out, a Mason brother could not kill him.

	Here’s more about Joseph Smith’s involvement with Masonry, showing he wasn’t just an average Mason:

	“In 1842, Smith became a Master Mason. He was also raised to the third degree of Master Mason ‘on sight’ by Grand Master Jonas, of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. His was a Masonic family which lived by and practiced the tenets of Freemasonry. The father, Joseph Smith, Sr., was a documented member in upstate New York. He was raised to the degree of Master Mason on May 7th, 1818, in the Ontario Lodge No. 23 of Canandaigua, New York. His brother, Hyrum Smith, was a member of the Mount Moriah Lodge No. 112, Palmyra, New York, where the boys grew up.”

	Mormon temple worship shares all kinds of similarities with Freemasonry, which we will cover in great detail. It is everything from what they do with the secret handshakes, to their vocabulary and clothing, as well as the symbols they display inside and outside Mormon buildings. The guy literally copied them from Freemasonry. We’ll get into this later, but Masons exchange special and specific secret handshakes, which allow members to identify other Freemasons in public, including times-of-distress hand signs, like we saw Smith attempting, in order to save himself.

	Mormonism also has special and specific secret handshakes. Smith took the same gestures used to identify other members in Freemasonry and just changed the terminology so that he could incorporate them into his temple ceremonies, having Mormons pass their hand behind a curtain and other formalities involving the hands. Smith added the teaching for Mormons that these handshakes were to be ‘given to sentinel angels, so Mormons may be admitted into the highest kingdom of Heaven.’

	Again, Mormons teach that there are three tiers in Heaven and your own works determine whether you make it to the top. According to Mormonism, the highest is their Celestial Kingdom. You don’t want to be stuck on the two lower levels when the top one makes you a god. And contrary to the occasional flattery we may give our wives, according to Mormonism, as a god, your wife actually becomes a genuine goddess. However, she will not become your goddess unless you call her secret name out on resurrection day. It’s a motivational goal, if it were true. Of course, Mormons believe it and still to this day Mormonism holds that fictitious reward over members heads. Also, those making it to the Celestial Kingdom (supposedly by their own efforts), get to forever populate their own planet with “spirit babies.” My wife would agree with you women and doesn’t want to do that. She says two kids are enough.

	Now, everything I’m going to share with you is from Freemasonry and also prevalent in Mormonism because that’s where Smith got these aspects of his religion. Again, it’s all stolen from the rituals and symbols of Masonry. We’ll get to see this in much greater detail later, but here is some of it: The all-seeing eye is very important to Freemasonry and today also sits atop the towers of the Salt Lake Mormon Temple. Freemasons and Mormons both have the apron and the beehive. In Masonry, the beehive is about success in industry; something Mormonism also promotes in a big way. Other aspects in common are the square and compass, the emblem of clasped hands and the five points of fellowship. That last one for Masonry is a ritual where members stand foot to foot, then knee to knee, then hand to hand, then breast to breast, and finally, left hands behind the back. There is also a variant version of it.

	So many aspects of Smith’s supposed new vision are actually taken from Freemasonry even though he claimed that supposed vision was what revealed his new religion that he said was better than anything else that has ever come along until then. Yet, right down the line, his “new” vision is a carbon copy of Freemasonry, including the symbolism, rituals, verbiage, and even the concept of secret handshakes. There is no way it’s by chance. Instead, it’s just old-fashioned plagiarism.

	Other areas where Smith copied Masonry are in the special garments and markings, as well as the endowment ceremony. The latter is something Mormons do as they work their way through the priesthood because they want to make it to the maximum Heaven level, the so-called Celestial Kingdom. Believe it or not, people have made actual recordings of what supposedly goes on in the Mormon endowment ceremony. As you read this transcript of it, keep in mind that, after Joseph Smith went through a similar ceremony as a Freemason, all of a sudden just weeks later, he came up with this copycat ceremony for his own religion:

	“Brethren and sisters, those of you who are here to receive your own Endowments should have been washed, anointed, and clothed in the Garment of the Holy Priesthood. For those who are representing deceased persons…”

	The deceased persons part is because they also go through this ritual for the dead. We’ll get into that more later, about why Mormons are so focused on genealogy with their baptizing of the dead. Believe it or not, it partly has to do with Joseph Smith’s brother.

	During the Mormon secret endowment ceremony, not only do they have to go through a washing ritual and wear certain garments, they also are given a new special name. They claim Mormons can realize certain blessings depending on the participant’s faithfulness. So again, in Smith’s made-up religion, it is all works based, depending on a member’s own actions to achieve blessing.

	I want to give you the quick look at his endowment ceremony, just to draw a parallel to the Mason ceremony Smith went through. Like a Freemason, the Mormon initiate has gotten to this ritual because he or she has made it to the highest level, after working their way up. The initiate has also been washed and cleansed, now having their clean garments on. They are then given the new name and the ceremony proceeds with this verbiage:

	“You have had a New Name given to you, which you were told never to divulge, nor forget. This New Name is the key word which you will be required to give at a certain place in the temple today.”

	So, it’s a works-based salvation system where members have been working their way to the top, finally arriving here at this ceremony where they receive a new name after being washed, cleansed, and given new garments.

	There’s a lot there for us to examine. First of all, a works-based salvation is a nightmare. How do you ever know if you have done enough to deserve Heaven? What if you did 100,000 good things but when you die and are supposedly judged by your works, the requirement happened to be 100,001? It’s tormenting because you never have assurance of salvation. Plus, you have to remember your new name or there will be no highest kingdom in your eternal future. And that’s the place your family will be.

	By the way, there is some controversy about the names given out in this ceremony. One ex-Mormon who went through this temple ceremony reported that those running the ceremony only dispense about twelve different names because Mormons are not allowed to disclose their name anyway. So, they just recycle and rotate through a few. Hey, why not use just two names? Maybe something like Jimmy and Jill? Or even only one if it was something like Terry or Chris. Either way, good Mormons who are supposedly headed to the highest Heaven, can’t forget that name. So, it’s better to have a memorable jingle to it. Like me, as you get older, have you noticed we forget stuff more? That’s bad enough, but this is supposedly the Mormon’s eternal destiny, so they better not mess it up, like these guys did:

	An elderly guy says to his friend, “My wife and I tried a new Chinese restaurant the other night and it was really good. I think you and your wife would enjoy it.” His friend replied, “Okay, we’ll have to try it. What is the name of the restaurant?” The elderly man says, “Umm, let’s see. What was that name? I can’t think of it but hey, what’s the name of that real popular flower with a long stem and thorns?” The other says, “A rose?” The elderly says, “Yes,” and turns to his wife, “Hey, Rose, what’s the name of that restaurant we ate at the other night?”

	That happens when we get older, right? Here’s another about names and the aging process:

	A guy was invited to dinner by an elderly neighbor couple. When he got there, he noticed the old gentleman endearingly proceeded with every request of his wife with pet names like, “honey, darling, sweetheart, pumpkin, and sweetie pie.” So, the guy who was invited over was impressed and especially since the couple had already been married almost seventy years. When the elderly wife went into the kitchen, the neighbor asked the old gentleman, “Hey, I just think this is awesome that after all these years of marriage, you still refer to your wife in those kind terms.” The old fella just hung his head and said, “Actually, I forgot her name ten years ago.”

	So, this name stuff is serious, right? Mormons must remember their new one, or they are doomed. But anyway, let’s get back to focusing on the parallels of Mormonism to Freemasonry, which includes their garments. Mormonism calls them the “garments of the holy priesthood.” That name on the street is “magic underwear.” Mormons don’t like the street term, but people use it because Mormonism claims their under garments have magical properties. During the endowment ceremony, Mormons are told they must wear these under cloths day and night for the rest of your life. The Mormon Church says, “when properly warn, this garment provides protection against temptation and evil. Tales are told of Latter-Day Saints who credit their temple garments with helping them survive car wrecks, fires, and natural disasters.”

	That is why the average person, who hears what LDS claims about their organization’s underwear, automatically thinks of them as magic. But that’s what Mormonism teaches.

	“The garment was first described in the 1840s and is a one-piece undergarment extending originally from the ankles all the way up to the wrists.”

	So, it used to be a complete covering except for the head, feet, and hands. It looked like the old union suit underwear originating with women in the 1860s. Then men also started using them. You might remember pictures of miners who would wear those big old full-body red pajamas under their coveralls. That was Mormonism’s first version of their secret garments. The underwear had an open crotch and a collar. It was unbleached cotton held together with ties and a double knot. Most were homemade.

	“The original garment had four marks that were snipped into the cloth as part of the Nauvoo endowment ceremony. The marks wore the reverse L-shape symbol on the right breast, the V-shaped symbol on the left breast and horizontal marks on the navel and above the right knee. Later they became embroidered.”

	According to Mormon doctrine, the marks made on the magic undies are sacred Mormon symbols. But instead, they are actually Freemasonry’s square and compass symbols.

	“Joseph Smith had been initiated about seven weeks prior to his introduction of the endowment ceremony.”

	So, it took him seven weeks to pull together a new ceremony for his religion that copied the Freemason sacrament he had just gone through.

	“The V-shaped symbol on the left breast is referred to as the compass and the reverse-L-shaped symbol on the right breast was referred to by the early church leaders as the square.”

	Hello?! And I don’t have time to cover this more here but remember this originated as the old union suit that covered almost their entire body. They so much revered it that Mormons were told not to mess with any part of their secret magical underwear, while wearing it for the rest of their lives. Well, that didn’t last; they started changing it.

	“In 1923, LDS President Heber Grant stated, ‘After prayerful consideration, the leadership unanimously decided that specific modifications would be permitted to the garments.’ Sleeves could end at the elbow, the legs could be shortened to just below the knee, buttons could be used instead of strings, and they eliminated the open crotch.”

	But wait a second; I thought those sacred garments were supposed to stay the same.

	“Other changes were made in 1923, which shorted the sleeves and legs and then eliminated the buttons. Then in 1930, the LDS built the Beehive Clothing Mills that were responsible for manufacturing and selling the secret garments.”

	Now, of all the names they could have used for the facility that makes Smith’s secret ritual garments, of course they called it by a Freemason term, since it is basically Masonry ceremonial garb. The beehive is an important and prominent symbol of Masonry.

	So again, the Mormon handbook demands followers wear these garments day and night, along with the directive that Mormons should not alter them. But then Mormon leadership keeps changing them, even in more modern times. In the 1970s they made another alteration when they went from one big old jumper jammie, into a two-piece underwear set. I think people probably complained about how hot the one piece was. Of course, Mormons wear these garments under their outer clothes, with the goal of keeping them hidden from other people. No one is supposed to know they’re wearing the magic underwear, especially unbelievers. Can you imagine walking around in the summer with two sets of clothes on? That has got to be rough, yet this is still a Mormon practice today.

	We had some Mormon neighbors who used to live fairly close to us. The wife would never wear regular shorts, because she had her secret garment on. The shortest she would get was just over the knee; that way her outer clothes were just long enough to cover her under-outfit. And this was in the middle of summer, here in the Las Vegas area of the Mojave Desert.

	So, we have seen that the ritual ceremony, garments, and handshakes are all parallel practices in both Mormonism and Freemasonry. Each also has the moon sign, a new name given, and the bloody oath. Those were all traditions Smith ripped off from Freemasonry.

	Now I want to explain the Freemasonry initiation ritual, which is another aspect of Masonry that should alarm anyone, let along Christians, and cause them to run! I’m not sure how a Christian could even get to the point of going through this, but either way, get out quick! Here’s their ceremony, which is at the very beginning of the affiliation with Masonry and these initial three steps allow a person into the lodge:

	“The Mason, in order to get into the lodge, a person must go through an initiation process where they are blindfolded, a noose is put around their neck, and then they are led, with a sword to their chest, into the inner room of the lodge where an altar is set up. Behind the altar stands the guy called the Worshipful Master. He’s the master of the lodge, and he presides over the initiation ceremony. All prospective Masons must bow before the Worshipful Master and say the following: ‘I am lost in darkness and I need the light of Freemasonry.’”

	Excuse me?! As a Christian, would you let those words come out of your mouth? Jesus is the light of the world. So, if a “Christian” claims they belong to Christ but then takes this Mason oath, they are actually renouncing Jesus.

	“Following this declaration, the initiate is required to take a blood oath, swearing allegiance to the lodge, and pledging to protect all the secrets of Masonry. This blood oath is repeated by every Mason who has joined the lodge. It goes like this: ‘Binding myself under no less a penalty than that of having my throat cut across (they make a throat-slitting gesture with their own thumb,) my tongue torn out by its roots and buried in the rough of the sea.’”

	And as Masons move up in the organization, they have to make more morbid oaths, vowing not to break any Freemason oath. Again, seven weeks after his own Mason ceremony, Smith incorporated a similar one, with like rituals, into his new Mormon religion. The following is about Smith’s Temple Endowment Ceremony, which he instituted in May of 1842:

	“Participants were asked to take an oath of secrecy regarding the gestures of the ceremony. The participants promised that if they were ever to reveal the gestures of the ceremony, they would be subject to the following: ‘my throat, be cut from ear to ear and my tongue torn out by its roots, our breasts be torn open, our hearts and vitals torn out and given to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field, our body be cut asunder and all our bowels gush out.’ “

	Gee, I wonder where he got that. Joseph Smith was a liar, but still seemed to have a good imagination to come up with a lot of very creative science fiction. However, after seeing all this, he ripped off from others, just as Ellen G. White did to establish Seventh Day Adventists, I don’t know how much imagination Smith actually had. Like White, he too was a serial plagiarist. It’s easy to see how he took a little bit from this, a portion of that, and some from over there, mixing the mishmash all together, to form his religion, that would allow him to pick people’s pockets. Yet even after the lies and plagiarism to form his new cult, Smith still had the nerve to claim his made-up beliefs are the best account of “true” history, even better than the Bible. Joseph Smith even claimed that reading the Book of Mormon would allow people a greater opportunity to get closer to God than any other book on the planet. I just want to say to him, “You’ve got to be kidding me! You stole all those religious practices!”

	Other doctrine Smith ripped off from Freemasonry were symbols like the star and sun, as well as calling their facilities tabernacles and temples. Still to this day, there are so many Masonic rituals that are the same in Mormonism, as well as many Masonic symbols on the structures of Mormon temples. In fact, at the end of this quote, even an LDS author admits the parallels between Masonry and Mormonism:

	“Masons who visit the temple block in Salt Lake City are impressed by what they call the Masonic emblems displayed on the outside of the Mormon temple. Yes, the Masonic emblems are displayed on the walls of the temple; the sun, the moon, and stars, the two right hands clasped in fellowship, the all-seeing eye, and the beehive. Masonic writers tell us that the Mormon temple ritual and their own are similar: ‘Without any apologies, we frankly admit that there may be some truth to these statements.’”

	Even Mormon authors must admit it because it’s hard to hide. Smith didn’t even bother changing many of the aspects that he plagiarized, yet still claimed his doctrines as a new and better word from God, including those revelations from Jesus Christ. He promoted it as the best belief system on the planet while the whole time it was just him ripping it off. The absurdity of his whole concoction was absolutely crazy enough, even before his ability to turn insult into injury with his grandiose boasts about the complete farce he invented.

	And as far as adding Masonic symbols to their buildings, even as recently as the spring of 2002, the Mormons rebuilt their Nauvoo Temple in Illinois, which had originally been built in 1840 and destroyed after they left town. They recently rebuilt the thing and included Masonic symbols. So, the Freemasonry symbols are not just some mistake of prior Mormon generations; they’re still practicing that today because it’s all deeply embedded in Mormonism. The Nauvoo Temple weathervane shows the Masonic symbols of the compass and square above the “angel” Moroni. They also have the sunstone, which in Freemasonry is not just the sun. It actually has a human face. This newly built temple has many other Masonic symbols like the moon, stars, all-seeing eye, hand grip, and the beehive, all of which are also on the Salt Lake City Temple.

	The beehive is one of the more familiar symbols of Mormonism and is even on Brigham Young’s home, which they call the “The Beehive House.” Remember that Young wore his Masonic pin most of his life. This beehive of Freemasonry is displayed on the doorknobs of the Salt Lake City Temple. Many people are aware of those locations for the symbols, but they are also on a huge number of their other buildings and structures, including endowment houses, temples, cooperatives and even grave markers, tabernacles, meetinghouses, newspaper, mastheads hotels, residences, money, logos, and seals. And this is wild:

	“In addition to these symbols, the LDS Church continues to use the upside down five-pointed star.”

	Do you know the occult name for upside down five-pointed star? It’s a “pentagram.” You think they would claim that to be just a weird coincidence and never repeat its use today. But you’d be wrong because the newly completed Nauvoo Temple has numerous windows using the pentagram.

	“The inverted star was also used on the Salt Lake temple above the front doors, above the upper arched windows on the north and south sides, on the Eagle Gate Monument, over State Street and South Temple in Salt Lake City, on the planter boxes in front of the statue of Christ in the Salt Lake Visitors Center, and on the front entrance, upper left-hand corner, of the LDS Historical Museum, west of temple square.”

	Very interestingly, starting even before Masonry used the pentagram, there is another group of people, who like to prominently display the pentagram. Later we’ll get more into Smith’s connection with them, but the organization is the satanists. The pentagram is a key symbol for satanists, including the Wiccan (witches) organization. In fact, one guy poses an interesting question here, and keep in mind that you will never find the Christian cross anywhere on a Mormon edifice, even though they do have tall spires:

	“Since the LDS Church rejects the use of the cross as a religious symbol, one is left to wonder why they would adopt symbols used by Masons and satanists?”

	Yes, that is interesting. So, because of the Mormon use of the satanic pentagrams, I did a bit more research to see if Mormonism uses any other satanic symbols. We’ve established that Smith swiped a long list of Mason ritual symbols; but did he steal from the satanists too? If so, maybe that tells us a bit more about where the inspiration for Mormonism came from. Listen to these parallels, or general similarities, between satanism, Freemasonry, and Mormonism:

	In satanism, you go through a ritual where you are reduced to nude and covered with a black shield. Masonry and Mormonism have a similar ritual. With Mormonism, initiates receive the new garments, but they use a white shield, which I guess is supposed to mitigate their inclusion of a satanic ceremony. Does that make it better? It’s kind of like how some say, “Hey, I only practice white magic. I don’t do that black magic.” But it is all still conjuring magic.

	All three organizations, have the ceremony of washing and anointing the body, having a secret name, and the Melchizedek Priesthood. All three use an altar and apron with satanists issuing a green apron, which is worn by a guy they call the “pontiff.” Even Masons changed the apron color to white, while Mormons decided to stick with the satanist’s green. Mormons don’t call their apron guy the “pontiff,” though, the Mormon name is close; “patron.” All three have specific secret handclasps that they perform to go with their secret oaths. They each have the bloody oath, including the death penalty for revealing the organization’s secrets.

	The satanists ultimate goal is to progress to godhood, just like the Mormons aspire to. Satanists of course practice communication with the dead as do Mormons. We will get more into that Mormon practice later, but for now, know that they really believe they are talking with the dead.

	Satanists, Masons, and Mormons all use the symbols of the sun, the moon, stars, pentagram, compass square, and all-seeing eye. Also, the five points of fellowship were not just from Freemasonry when Joseph Smith ripped it off (the foot-to-foot, knee-to-knee stuff, we saw from the Mormon ceremony). It’s interesting that the satanists also practice the five points of fellowship.

	And that is all just too many coincidences, right? In the next chapter, I wanted to give you more on the occult ties of the name, “Mormon,” which Joseph Smith established prominently as the label for his new religion. And there’s another name with a strong occult background, which is that of Smith’s supposed angel, who gave him the golden plates. We’ll look at the dark places, from which “Moroni” had already emerged, even before Smith’s time. Again, with Smith, it’s no shocker that the name was already associated with the occult.
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	By way of a recap, because that is what we do to help retain the information, Mormonism is based on a faulty premise, which was a feeling Smith said he got, a burning in his bosom. Smith uses the Bible’s James 1:5 to say that feeling was from God. But we are not to start a new religion just from a feeling, especially one that leads to all kinds of Bible contradictions. Besides, Smith even took that verse out of context. So, he was doubly wrong while establishing his new religion on that twisted premise.

	We also saw that the story of his initial vision kept changing, with many different versions, about many aspects of that fiction, so none of it made sense. In fact, his claims don’t even agree with his own Book of Mormon, which also contradicts the organization’s other so-called sacred writings. And Smith’s account did not live up to the archaeological evidence either. There is zero evidence of any people, weaponry, or monies from the millions Smith said existed. We also saw that “Mormon,” actually means a she-monster, spirit or specter; it was the bogeyman back in Smith’s day. We touched on Mormonism’s extremely racist history and its occult origins, which we will get into more with this chapter.

	Then we had some questions to answer like whether or not Joe was a martyr. The historical record shows that’s a big, No! Who was it that shot Joseph Smith? It was disgruntled Mormons, his own followers. As we will see later, a lot of the reason they came after him was because Joseph Smith liked to sleep with their wives. Smith would send men on trips, and in their absence, get with their wives.

	So, he was not as Mormonism tries to portray him, an innocent “lamb led to the slaughter.” And we are just trying to share the truth. According to the historical record, that idea is not at all factual.

	In the last chapter we saw great detail about how Smith seemingly came up with a lot of fiction, which might have branded him a better storyteller than he really was. That is because he was a prolific plagiarist. He did add some of his own fiction but, to form his new religion, he grabbed practices, rituals and beliefs from all kinds of other faith sources. One of those he ripped off the most was Freemasonry. As a Freemason, who swore to keep their secrets, Smith did not hold to that oath, because the secret temple rites of Masonry were used by him to form Mormonism. Just a few weeks after Smith went through the Freemason ritual ceremony, he came out with his own similar ceremony for his religion. Not only was Joseph Smith a Freemason, so were his brother, father, and 5,300 Mormons in the small town of Nauvoo, where Smith began Mormonism.

	Smith pirated practices, ideas and beliefs from other groups and, as we will see in this chapter, that includes a whole bunch from witchcraft. So, the profile of Joseph Smith and Mormonism gets worse as we dig deeper into their origins. In fact, researching Mormonism was like the realization you get after people talk you into trying chicken. They say it is wonderful but when you take that first bite, you think, “Man, something is wrong with this!” As you keep going, it just becomes worse until a pastor, like me, gets a phone call from the local hospital, asking for prayers to help heal you. Obviously, I’ll pray for you, but you shouldn’t have listened to those people! Just the same way, Mormonism gets worse and worse as you look more into it.

	Now, let’s examine Smith’s ties to the witchcraft. And it wasn’t a case of this guy somehow becoming interested in witchcraft one day. At a young age, he was actually led to it by his own family. Witchcraft was a Smith-family affair. The background we’ll see is all recorded history, so let’s take a look at the Smith’s reputation back in those days, and keep in mind that “scrying” is when people try looking into a pool of water or something like that to get a vision. It’s kind of like crystal ball gazing and often used in conjunction with hallucinogenic drugs. It is what “Nose Hair Damus,” or better known as “Nostradamus,” used. Here is some of what the Smiths were up to:

	“Joseph’s family had been involved in witchcraft for generations and were well known for consulting the dead, using divining rods and scrying throughout the area so it only stood to reason they’d pass their trade on down to their son.”

	Before we get more deeply into the Smith’s practice of witchcraft, let’s see what the Bible says about the subject. Is that something we should be messing around with? Of course, the answer is, “absolutely not!” Here is Leviticus 19:31, where God has been going down through a whole litmus list of various laws, He then throws out this very blunt command:

	“Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am the Lord your God.”

	And that is what Joseph Smith’s whole family was practicing, including himself. It was a financial venture the whole family was involved with. To deal with Mormonism’s witchcraft roots, let’s now go forward in the Bible to Deuteronomy 18 where God is once again commanding the people to stay away from certain practices:

	“When you enter the land, the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or cast spells, or who is a medium, or spiritist, or who consults with the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord; because of these detestable practices the Lord your God is going to drive out those nations before you.”

	That is why those nations, who the Israelites are going in to replace, are being judged and driven out. God demands that His people, the Israelites, do not do those things. It is because they belong to Him, they should never have anything to do with witchcraft.

	Witchcraft was not only part of the Smith’s family roots, those black arts of satanism (witchcraft) were also his self-proclaimed means of translating his Book of Mormon. He was using witchcraft techniques, which are wrong to do, being completely against God’s will and conversely propping up satan. I want to give you more quotes about the Smith-family witchcraft business, and also some reasons, phrases that should cause you to run. If you’ve seen our studies like, Hinduism And The Dangers of Yoga, New Age and The Last Days Deception, or Seventh-Day Adventists and The False Prophecies of Ellen G. White, you’ll know to run whenever anyone approaches you with phrases like, “I had a vision from God...,” or “God told me to tell you...”Just stick with the Bible, and you won’t have a problem with this type of influence from witches like the Smiths:

	“Joseph Smith Sr. was known for having visions, and he never hesitated to share his experiences with others when he was given the chance. His wife Lucy recorded no less than seven dreams that he had from the time their first son was born. One of those dreams was remarkably very similar to the dream that a main character, Lehi, had in the Book of Mormon.”

	Hmmm, I’m sure that’s a co-inky-dink, right? What a coincidence. Are you kidding me? In this chapter, we’re going to see more of Smith’s method appropriating practices from other belief systems, like those from contemporary culture, Freemasonry, witchcraft, and anything else he could find to fill in the gaps. Honesty seemed to have no part in his criteria for what to plagiarize. The guy recklessly slapped a bunch of baloney together from all over the spectrum, even a story from his dad’s dream. He just pieced it together from other sources and made the rest up as he went. Now, the problem with Joseph Smith’s family witchcraft vocation, is not only that God obviously condemns it, but also the fact that some of those practices were illegal at the time. Later we’ll see how Joe Jr. was actually brought to court for witchcraft.

	Besides the dreams of her husband, many times Joe’s mom, Lucy, wrote that the family also relied on something called, “abrac.” Are those the little rectangular red stone building blocks that Bostonians use with mortar to build walls? One on top of the other, they stack abrac, after abrac, until they have a wall. Of course, most of us would call those bricks but that’s not what Smith’s mother was talking about. “Abrac” is something the Smith family relied upon while looking for direction in life. The word is short for “abracadabra,” an incantation used in the occult. In Lucy Smith’s own words, that is what her family put their trust in. Abracadabra supposedly means, “I create as I speak.” That is what their incantation is about, and it sounds just like today’s “Word of Faith” folks who we exposed in great detail with our study, Charismatic Chaos.

	“While calling upon spirits for guidance in many of the rituals, they would have performed, circles were drawn in the ground using detailed instructions from two well-known books.”

	While most of us with a Christian background would say we were raised on the Bible, Joseph Smith was brought up and educated on two occult books: The Discovery of Witchcraft and The Magus. Though The Discovery of Witchcraft was more than two hundred years old by the 1820s (the time the Smith family was together), it was a staple in the lives of those practicing witchcraft. The circles included upside down pentagrams and the markings of the “Jupiter Talisman.”

	As far as the pentagrams, we saw that Freemasonry and Mormonism, both use those symbols on their temples and other edifices, even to this day. But what in the world is the Jupiter Talisman? That item was found on the body of Joseph Smith when he was killed. He carried it around with him as a supposed good luck charm to generate wealth and good fortune. On Smith’s personal Jupiter Talisman, markings were found from the witchcraft book just mentioned, The Magus. You can see that Smith was so into witchcraft, he even had an instrument of those dark practices in his possession when he died. Smith never renounced the witchcraft that he and his family were deeply involved with.

	“The Discovery of Witchcraft also gave specific times when a person should pray for a personal manifestation, of the spirits, and it should be noted that the perfect time to do this is at midnight on September 21st.”

	That’s the autumn equinox and just happens to be when Joseph Smith said he was “praying” in 1823, as the manifestation happened. According to the witchcraft book, that is the number one time for witches, like Smith, to work at getting a manifestation. Isn’t that wild? And we are just getting started. There are so many weird connections between Smith and witchcraft.

	“To make matters worse, the Jupiter Talisman that Joe Smith had in his pocket when he died contained drawings mentioned in The Magus. This book is nothing more than a resource and how-to-guide for ceremonial magic, alchemy, astrology, and the Kabbalah (The last one is Jewish mysticism, which we looked at in our study, Judaism.) Joseph Smith admits that he participated in questionable practices.”

	So, it wasn’t like Smith was trying to hide from his witchcraft background. Understandably though, Mormonism is trying to hide this historical record from their history. They are redoing Mormon artwork, while denying this type of information from the historical archives.

	So, witchcraft was something Joseph Smith’s parents were deeply involved with and passed it onto their son. It was what Joe Jr. grew up with as the Smith family practice. They didn’t have advertising on a house marquee that said, “Come to us witches for help with the dark arts and black,” but instead they were known as “money diggers.” That was the term used back in the day and also what Mormons will use today when talking about Smith’s sketchy past. “Gold digging” is a term and technique used in the occult, which is witchcraft, that refers to a supposed way to find buried treasure that they claim is guarded by spirits. I’ll say it again because the idea is just so wild, this satanic stuff is what Smith’s whole family was into!

	Today, most people don’t learn what Joseph Smith practiced because Mormonism normally answers the accusation of his spurious reputation without mentioning his witchcraft. Instead, they say he was into “money digging.” So, the average person doesn’t make the connection to the witchcraft, spiritism, and mediumship that Smith was involved in. Again, money diggers perform special ritual ceremonies for the purpose of obtaining buried treasure said to be guarded by evil spirits. It might sound weird today, but the practice was big back in the late 1700s and 1800s. It is well documented and, in fact, here’s a Mormon guy from their own camp:

	“LDS seminary teacher Grant Palmer also documents the Smith’s families occult beliefs and practices, as well as their close associates. Joseph Smith, Jr.’s role in the quest for treasure was especially important since he had a seer stone.”

	That “seer stone” was yet another witchcraft artifact used in a magic technique. Of course, this is another practice of Smith’s that the LDS Church is trying to cover up today. Here is what Smith did with his so-called special “seer stone,” or often called a “peep stone.”

	“Joseph Smith would place this small, special rock in his hat and then pull the hat up to his face to block out all light. By doing this he claimed he could see supernaturally and would help those who were digging by locating the place where the treasure was buried and observing the spirits that were guarding it.”

	Back in the day, that technique was a sort of introductory course in the magic; “Witchcraft 101.” They would take their supposed magic rock, or witchcraft stone, put it in a hat, pull the hat to his or her face to block out light, and then all of a sudden they’d supposedly start getting visions. Among other things, the visions would supposedly tell them where to dig for the treasure. That is how Joseph Smith’s family made a living.

	This same technique was used by Smith to translate his Book of Mormon. The writing of that book was done through witchcraft and that is a fact the Mormon Church is trying hard to keep under cover.

	“Joseph Jr., himself admitted to being a money digger, and continued until at least 1826. On March 20th of that year Joseph was arrested, brought before a judge, and charged with being a ‘glass-looker’ and a disorderly person, one who pretended to have the skills in the areas of palmistry, telling fortunes or discovering were lost goods might be found. According to court records Justice Neely determined that Joseph Smith was guilty. Shortly after this Joseph discontinued money digging but kept his seer stone. It was with the seer stone that he claimed to find the golden plates and later produce the Book of Mormon.”

	So, anyone who seeks out this honest history of Mormonism, knows about the Smith family’s involvement with witchcraft. Here is the transcript of a video that corroborates that dark practice by the Smiths:

	“Numerous accounts from Smith family supporters, detractors, and neighbors, describe a family that was very involved in magical practices, including soothsaying, rod divining, circle drawing, and most importantly, seer stones and money digging. While digging a well in 1820, Joseph Smith found what he believed to be a seer stone; a magical rock that basically worked like a crystal ball. It would be placed in the hat. Then the user would place their face in the hat and magically see things.”

	Using this method as a guide, money diggers would then hire themselves out to people to search for treasure buried by pirates or Spaniards on their land. Usually however, the treasure was cursed and would sink back into the ground so that it could never quite be unearthed. Joseph Smith was well-known in his community as a money digger. In fact, he met his future wife, Emma Hale, while on a money digging job. Her father did not approve of the marriage because of his dubious profession. So, they eloped.

	LDS defenders used to contend that there was absolutely no credence in the accounts of Joseph Smith’s magical career, even though his own mother attested to it. Smith himself insisted that they were just rumors that sprang up because he was once hired to help locate and dig a silver mine by non-magical means. But that changed in 1971 when documents from 1826 surfaced detailing Smith’s arrest as a ‘glass looker.’ It turned out that the same man from the silver mines story, that Smith had referred to, actually testified in court that Smith had defrauded him on at least three occasions in money digging schemes.

	Now, LDS historians generally agree that Smith was involved in money digging but defend him with the claim that this was culturally accepted and even respected at the time. This of course begs the question as to why Smith was arrested and brought to court for practicing it. There are further claims that the Smith family did not consider these practices to be witchcraft but rather as some kind of extension of their genuine Christian faith in the Bible. However, these dealings are nowhere to be found in the Bible as legitimate Christian practices.

	One year after his arrest, in 1827, Joseph Smith claimed to have come into possession of golden plates, which he dug out of a hillside. Using his seer stone, he then translated the writing on the plates, and three years later published it as the Book of Mormon. It is interesting to note that Smith never renounced any of the magical practices that he and his family performed.”

	And those witchcraft practices are what he supposedly used to translate his Book of Mormon. It was an occult seer stone. That is part of Smith’s history, which Mormonism is desperately trying to cover up. It is witchcraft through and through.

	Now, I know it’s hard to believe all this is the foundation of Mormonism, and that picture is wild with the guy’s head in his hat, as light supposedly shines out from inside around the sides of his head. It reminds me of one time witnessing. I used to witness to Mormons, when I lived in Sacramento, and one of those times two elders came by the house. I think I was getting to the one elder, but he never showed back up. Instead, they grabbed an elder, elder, to deal with me and neither of them came back after this next time. But what they did was attempt to bribe me. Of course, they were getting nowhere, so it was sad that they resorted to bribing me with riches. Again, you can see their whole background is built around money, money, and money. I kid you not; the one elder pointed to the more-elder guy, who is standing there in a really nice suit, and he said something like,

	“Do you realize that elder so-and-so owns 25 Kentucky Fried Chicken restaurants?”

	Of course, I’m thinking, “Dude, you have no idea who you just offered a pile of chicken to. First, you are not going to bribe me with riches to get me to turn away from Christ. And second, yuck!!”

	Now if it was 25 Pizza Huts, I might go for it. No, I’m kidding, but I couldn’t believe they tried to bait me with KFC’s. What are the odds? But then, after looking at that picture of Mormonism’s beginnings with Smith’s head in the seer-stone hat, I couldn’t help thinking,

	“Hey, maybe that’s what this more-elder Mormon guy does with those Kentucky Fried Chicken buckets.”

	Of course, that’s just a joke, so let’s move on and get serious again. It makes sense though, right?

	Early converts knew of Mormonism’s witchcraft connection, Smith never denounced it, and when you study the history all those occult ties are obvious. Even the court records show that Smith got in trouble for practicing witchcraft. So early on, Mormonism’s couldn’t escape from their witchcraft foundation. And in time, even the witchcraft technique Smith used to supposedly encounter the spirit-thing, which he called Moroni, turned into “an angel” instead. Mormonism backtracked and began to distance themselves from the obvious witchcraft techniques. This transition has been their long-time effort to make Mormonism more palatable.

	Now, here is a more interesting history of that “Moroni” name. Remember that Moroni is supposed to be a dead American Indian warrior, and part of those people, from which Mormons are supposedly descended. Of course, there is zero DNA evidence that early Mormons came from the American Indians. So, that’s another lie. But regardless, Mormons today, and originally Smith, claim Moroni is their American Indian warrior ancestor, who had a son named Mormon, who the Book of Mormon was supposedly based upon. Smith’s story is that this ancestor, Moroni, the son of a man named, Mormon, became an angel.

	Even if Smith’s version happened, which it didn’t, I’ve got a problem with the claim that dead people become angels. Angels are a whole separate sort of being that is not human. It’s all a bunch of baloney and you can see how Mormonism has had to backpedal away from “spirit” idea. Potential converts hearing about a spirit would challenge that more, especially upon finding out about the occult witchcraft with the talisman, seer stone, and hat. So instead, Mormon leadership changed the whole encounter to one with a supposed angel. Yeah, I guess that does sound better, doesn’t it? That is if it were true. Here is some information from the Mormon’s own Brigham Young University (BYU) professor and historian:

	“During this period from 1827 to 1830, Joseph Smith abandoned the company of his former money-digging associates, but continued to use, for religious purposes, the brown seer stone he had previously employed in the treasure quest. His most intensive and productive use of the seer stone was in the translation of the Book of Mormon. But he also dictated several revelations to his associates through the stone.”

	Another LDS author, Richard Van Wagner said this:

	“The witchcraft seer stone, still retained by the First Presidency of the LDS Church, was the vehicle through which the golden plates were discovered and the medium through which their interpretation came.”

	So even historians in their own camp have documented continuity between Joseph’s early occult practices and the founding of Mormonism. Mormon historians had to admit Smith’s witchcraft was the origin for Mormonism. That is serious stuff! Now let’s go a little more into how Smith supposedly, with this translation used the peep stone or seer stone, technique:

	“The founder of the LDS Church, Joseph Smith, claimed an angel named Moroni visited him in September 1823. This heavenly messenger is reported to have told him about gold plates that contained a record of ‘former inhabitants of this continent and the source from whence they sprang.’ “

	And according to Mormonism, those former inhabitants supposedly lived on the American continent, as ancestors of the American Indians. However, there is no record anywhere that verifies their existence. And that’s because they never existed.

	The plates were said to contain ‘the fullness of the everlasting Gospel’ as it was delivered in Smith’s made-up language, ‘Reformed Egyptian.’

	So again, it wasn’t the Egyptian language, but instead it was “Reformed Egyptian.” And that was apparently just to further confuse us. Here’s how Smith supposedly translated the plates:

	“The method in which Joseph Smith ‘translated’ the gold plates has been a source of interest to many people who have studied the origins of the LDS movement. While many paintings and pictures, used in Mormon visitor’s centers and books, depict a prayerful Smith leaning over the plates, many of those people who lived at the same time as Smith, admit that he used a hat and a seer stone as a means of bringing about this ‘divine’ record.”

	Of course, the more recent origins of art from Mormonism are part of their effort at rewriting their history. They always portray an imaginary version of Joseph Smith as some clean-cut dude. But, with all due respect, have you ever seen actual photos of him from back in his day. If you can look up one of his pictures, you will see what I mean.

	Now I can’t say too much because my own hair shows that I’m still living back in the 1980s, but what is that on top of his head? It looks like some type of giant man bun. Whatever his fashion foul might be, it doesn’t show up in their usual fictitious depiction of him as a prayerful honest-looking innocent, gazing at and contemplating the plates he got from an angel. That scene didn’t happen and is not even close to what was truly going on with him. This guy was performing witchcraft by using a peep stone (seer stone) and those close to him at the time, who were the supposed witnesses of the translation, even admitted it. So, the LDS Church is completely rewriting their history. Let’s take a look at more of what that history really was, with an LDS historian, who quotes a very close associate of Smith’s from back at that time:

	“An LDS historian...quotes Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses whose name is found in every edition of the Book of Mormon since its original edition. On record, Harris said that the seer stone Smith possessed was a ‘chocolate-colored, somewhat egg-shaped stone which the Prophet found while digging a well with his brother Hyrum.’ Harris went on to say it was by using this stone that ‘Joseph was able to translate the characters engraved on the plates.’

	Martin Harris was one of the scribes Joseph Smith used to transcribe the writings on the plates.  Harris noted this: ‘By aid of the seer stone, sentences would appear and were read by the Prophet and written by Martin.’”

	So, Smith set the witchcraft stone into his hat, snugged it up to his face to block out all light, and then all of a sudden vision of words supposedly appeared. The other guys, sometimes Martin, would sit near him, probably at a table with paper and pencil, writing down the words as they appeared to Smith from inside the hat. They say Smith would call those words out to Martin and then Martin would read them back to be sure they were correctly written down. If the translation was correct, those words would disappear, and the next ones would appear. So that is the actual account of what was going on from a guy who was helping Smith do this. It is Martin’s historical account that is on the record, explaining how they wrote the Book of Mormon by Smith tossing his special rock in a hat, putting his face to the brim, and then calling out words that appeared. Crazy wild stuff! And not at all the picture Mormonism paints.

	Now that’s just one witness but his account concurs with another of the three witnesses to the writing of the Book of Mormon, with all three being listed at the front of the book. Here this second witness, David Whitmer, tells how the stone produced the interpretation, as Smith performed witchcraft with Whitmer present:

	“I will now give you a description of the manner in which the Book of Mormon was translated. Joseph Smith would put the seer stone into a hat, and put his face in the hat, drawing it closely around his face to exclude the light; and in the darkness the spiritual light would shine. A piece of something resembling parchment would appear, and under it was the interpretation in English. Brother Joseph would read the English to Oliver Cowdery, who was his principal scribe, and when it was written down and repeated to brother Joseph, to see if it was correct, then it would disappear, and another character with the interpretation would appear. Thus, the Book of Mormon was translated, not by any power of man.”

	Yes, Whitmer rightly observed that Smith used an occult stone from witchcraft. Smith’s wife Emma also supported Harris and Whitmer’s version of the story. Here she recalls how her and her husband spent a lot of time:

	“In writing for Joseph, I frequently wrote day after day, often sitting at the table close by him, he sits with his face buried in the hat, with the stone in it, and dictating hour after hour with nothing between us.”

	And it turns out that wasn’t so weird when you know how money-digging practices worked back in Smith’s day. For those involved with witchcraft, like Joseph Smith’s immediate family, this is what they hired themselves out for; to perform satanic rituals in hopes of locating buried treasure guarded by demons. It’s the exact process he used to write the Book of Mormon.

	As part of our multi-year many-volume effort to expose false belief systems outside the Bible, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, if you’ve seen our study, Islam: Religion of War or Peace, you know that, similar to Joseph Smith, Muhammad had the same sort of “spirit” encounter in a cave while meditating. But since he was illiterate, his demon made him memorize the words to later create his Quran. Muhammad thought the spirit was evil until his much-older wife assured him that it was Allah blessing him with the information.

	Likewise, in our study, Seventh-Day Adventists and the False Prophecies of Ellen G. White, she too had a “spirit guide,” or demon, who gave her visions to write about, which became what that religion bases their doctrine on. Also, our study, New Age & The Last Days Deception, lists myriad of individuals who confess that their information came from spirits (demons). Likewise, Scientology and the Occult Teachings of L. Ron Hubbard, explains how Hubbard was also a practitioner of dark magic witchcraft, which is how he says he ended up with a spirit guide (demon), that helped him to form his “religion.”

	On down the line, today’s faiths that preach doctrines, counter to biblical teachings, have a large part in corruption of the Scripture because they supposedly got “new and secret information” from a spirit. However, instead of a benevolent helpful “spirit,” those entities are malevolent fallen beings, that are just spouting the same old lies that come from satan and his demonic helpers. Every time one of these human false teachers, who get their information from demonic false teachers, tries to convince us that God’s Word in the Bible should be questioned, or claims we can be like God, remember that those lies started with the father of lies, satan. So it’s the same old, same old and might as well be the devil talking to Eve in the garden, just like it was demon spirits corrupting Joseph Smith, Muhammad, Ellen G. White, so many New Agers, L. Ron Hubbard, and all the rest who got outside the Bible!

	Now let’s get back to Smith, who was so deep into witchcraft that he was even caught practicing it and taken to court. After that he supposedly stopped using witchcraft to locate treasure but continued the same practice to develop his new Mormon religion. If that is not enough evidence, here is more from another of Smith’s own family members:

	“LDS writer Francis Kirkham notes that Joseph Smith’s brother also confirmed the use of the hat and seer stone.”

	So, the witnesses, who are even cited at the front of the Book of Mormon, were there to do Smith’s transcribing and actually attested to his witchcraft method of placing a rock and his head in the hat.  I like what this guy says:

	“It leads us to wonder why Smith went through the bother of digging up the alleged golden plates if he didn’t even have to look at them during the ‘translation.’ “

	Isn’t that right? Even if the plates did exist, Smith obviously did not have them in the hat so how are the plates supposed to have been translated if they weren’t even part of the process? But don’t “golden plates” sound much more spiritual than the witchcraft ritual with a rock in a hat? And if Smith made the whole golden-plates part up, it would make sense he picked gold, because of his obsession with money. Those were not paper plates, or even that nifty Chinet paper plate, you have to pay extra for, because it supposedly stays firmer when wet, to hold your gravy better. No, Smith’s mysterious plates were golden! And I’m not saying they were round like dinner plates, but you know what I mean. Anyway, here is more:

	“Interestingly enough, an article in the January 1997, LDS Church publication ‘Ensign Magazine’ leaves out any mention of the hat and deemphasizes the seer stone. In fact, LDS Apostle Neal Maxwell, who authored the article, quotes Apostle Orson Pratt from 1874, as saying that Smith relied less and less upon the seer stones the more, he learned how to translate.”

	So even back as early as 1874, Mormons realized they needed to start distancing themselves from Smith’s witchcraft. And it is to the point today, that the Mormon portrayal of the process used to give them the Book of Mormon, is a complete perversion, of their own history. That last quote continues here about how the whole story falls apart:

	“It seems odd that God would provide these instruments, supposedly to translate, and then allow the translator to have more freedom as the translation went on. And it seems extremely curious that Maxwell makes no reference to the hat. In fact, a picture on page 38 of ‘Ensign Magazine’ shows the dutiful Oliver Cowdery, one of the primary scribes, writing down the English translation, while Smith appears to be translating. In this picture there is no sign of the so-called seer stones or the hat. What could be the reason for leaving these items out of a publicity painting except to distance the translation from the occultic practices that really characterized the Book of Mormon translation!”

	The reason they leave it out is because they’re lying. And they know people would not join their cult if folks found out the core of Mormonism comes from a pathological liar and con artist, who was not only a Freemason, but he and his whole family were practicing witches. And Smith used those witchcraft techniques to bring about the foundation of the Mormon faith, the Book of Mormon. Mormon leadership figured out long ago that they better start rewriting that history.

	And unfortunately, fortunately for them, this old axiom applies: “Those who don’t learn their history, are doomed to repeat it.” So, Mormonism can fool most all of the general public and their own followers, because most won’t take the time to do the research.

	Sadly, I think we Christians are also guilty of not knowing our history. If we had learned and understood our history, even history as recent as the Reformation, we wouldn’t be doing what many in the Church are today; backing up from biblical truth and ending up in the arms of Roman Catholicism’s ecumenical movement, which is being used to create a one-world religion, under Catholicism. We looked at them in our extensive study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion. Catholicism’s cult leadership has tortured, murdered, and martyred our Christian brothers and sisters in Christ, just for bringing out a Bible. In the past, our Christian ancestors let their congregations know, we need to dismiss Catholicism for its unbiblical cult teachings, just as we need to with the cult of Mormonism. But these new generations have no clue what they are getting into with these cults, because the history has been whitewashed. It’s no different with Mormonism’s nifty modern paintings that sell a clean-cut Joseph Smith serenely contemplating beautifully spiritual golden plates. But it is all fake because they’re lying. Here’s more analysis:

	“The use of similar times is seer stones, or peep stones as they were also called, was quite common among believers in folk magic, during the time of Joseph Smith. There is plenty of evidence to show that Smith, the one whom Mormons claim God used to restore the ‘true’ church, was quite fascinated with the occult, as were the members of his immediate family. If so, many witnesses testify to Smith’s use of the hat and a magical rock, why don’t Mormon books and periodicals, for the sake of accuracy, emphasize that fact? Why do the pictures of Smith translating from the plates, have him deep in thought rather than looking into a hat?

	“In our opinion, earlier accounts are embarrassing to the LDS Church, so a better, more ‘faith promoting’ account has been proposed.”

	Of course, “a better account” is the nicest of ways to say they have created a lie that works better for recruiting. And in fact, it’s gotten so bad these days that Mormonism is flat-out denying their history:

	“The tenth LDS President Joseph Fielding Smith, denied Joseph Smith’s use of the seer stone.”

	But that goes against all those key witnesses who were close to Smith at the time and were even listed in the Book of Mormon, that the president probably carried. Contrary to the facts, here is what Smith, the tenth LDS president, actually claimed:

	“The information is all hearsay, and personally, I do not believe that this stone was used for that purpose.”

	Well hey, you can believe that all you want; you can also believe chicken is good for you. That doesn’t make either statement true. On our side, we historically have the facts, including court records. So Mormon leadership cannot hide from their history. The Mormon apostle guy, who wrote the earlier article mentioned, from the 1997 Ensign publication, rationalizes the bad history with this statement to Mormons:

	“Our primary focus in studying the Book of Mormon should be on the principles of the gospel anyway, not the process by which the book came forth.”

	But, obviously, when you do the research, eliminating all the lies, it is plain to see the Book of Mormon came about through witchcraft, so no one should have anything to do with it. This whole Mormon faith is absolutely crazy. Here is a well-said conclusion to the analysis of how that book came about:

	“The move away from the actual facts of the translation process of the Book of Mormon demonstrates a lack of credibility on the part of LDS leaders. No doubt they understand that most people would balk at accepting the Book of Mormon, if it was known to have been ‘translated’ by using a magical rock in a hat.”

	No kidding!! Now let’s get into Smith’s further witchcraft connections with the whole issue of a supposed “angel” called Moroni, which can’t even be true from the start because a dead man (a supposed American Indian in this case), who they claim was the son of a man named Mormon, cannot become an angel. Again, to soften the impossible idea, Mormonism changed the story of that entity to say it was an angel. Originally it was a spirit but that apparently gave away the use of witchcraft. So, let’s take a deeper look at this supposed angel, Moroni, and just where that name really comes from:

	“According to the Book of Mormon, Moroni was the son of Mormon, for whom the Book of Mormon is named.  Before Mormon’s death in battle, he passed the golden plates to his son, Moroni. Moroni then finished writing on the plates and concluded the record, presumably burying them in the hill Cumorah in western New York.

	The image of the angel Moroni blowing a trumpet is commonly used as an unofficial symbol of the LDS Church. Moroni appears on the cover of some editions of the Book of Mormon. Statues of the angel stand atop many LDS temples.”

	Now let’s look at that specific name from the view of a BYU professor who suggests this as one of the accounts that have changed throughout their history:

	“There are several possible origins for the name Moroni. Some say that, on his first visit to the hill, Joseph saw a salamander, some say a toad.”

	One story claimed that the first thing Smith saw on the hill was that salamander or toad that led him to a hole where the plates were. Then the creature transformed itself into a spirit and this spirit struck Joseph Smith three times, which, by the way, is another occult reference.

	Mormonism probably thought it was too strange to leave the story as a toad popping out of a hole and then changing into a spirit before smacking Smith three times. So just like Smith’s account of his initial vision, which changed from Jesus, to Jesus and God, and finally settled on this entity he called the angel Moroni, the story of the plates kept changing too. Though it is weird, Smith’s story does make sense, as far as the fiction coming from him, because a man who performs witchcraft would also be likely to use the terms, “Moroni” and “salamander.” They are both consistent and associated with the beliefs and practices of magic, or witchcraft. Listen to this from a historian and notice the “I” is just transferred from the front of the word to the back:

	“For early nineteenth-century Americans, the name Moroni is a simple anagram of ‘Imoron,’ a widely published word for a being witch poisons, while a poisonous salamander was ‘Moron’ in scientific texts, occult texts used this animal to illustrate the elemental spirit of fire. ‘Moran’ was also a name of magic invocations.”

	So once again, Smith did not stray far from his witchcraft roots in coming up with that name. According to the same guy quoted above, Moron is an “incantation name used for treasure seeking.” So apparently Smith just grabbed an old witchcraft spirit name that he slapped onto his new religion.

	And it just gets worse as we go. I keep getting ahead of myself because there is just so much to uncover but you’re going to see Smith did a lot of this manipulation of names. Not only did he change whole chunks of the Bible, he even messed with small aspects like biblical names. He would make up a new name for biblical people by changing only one letter or leaving a letter off. It is also what he did with Moroni, which again, is just an old witchcraft incantation name.

	“Moroni was supposed to have appeared after a failed treasure excursion when Joseph prayed that night seeking some sort of a messenger. But the messenger sought was supposed to help him get a treasure. It wasn’t until much later that Moroni became an angel instead of a treasure guardian.”

	Remember that treasure hunting is what the money-digging Smiths were doing with the use of the peep stones. Again, back in his day, the superstitious belief was that spirits guarded treasure to keep us from finding it, and they even stored it lower in the ground, so we would never locate it. A money digger would use witchcraft and occult techniques to find the treasure being watched by its guardian spirit, and then the finder would have to deal with the spirit and grab the treasure. That process is even embedded in the Moroni name Smith chose. Here’s an academic Mormon’s guess about the name:

	“Mormon scholar Hugh Nibley noted the prevalence of names in the Book of Mormon with the root ‘mor’ and suggested the root may be of Egyptian origin with the meaning of ‘beloved.’ “

	Man, those guys can dish it out, right? Now what I’ve shown you so far is just the tip of the iceberg. Again, Smith plagiarized from all kinds of information, ideas, beliefs, practices, and history. He picked a little from one place and some more from over here and then some from there, cobbling his whole religion together by ripping off many contemporary sources, along with the Bible, as we’ll see in a minute. And just like Freemasonry is, witchcraft is also deeply embedded throughout his religion.

	Let me give you a couple more examples from Professor Quinn, the BYU guy we heard from earlier, and remember that we saw how Smith performed his ritual on the date of September 21st because that is a special day in witchcraft where a witch is more likely to receive an appearance:

	“Joseph’s visit by Moroni was linked to the art of necromancy. The Mormon church was organized on April 6. Many Mormons claim that this was Jesus’ birthday and there is ample evidence that Joseph chose this day because it was the day that his strong astrological beliefs indicated would be a good day to set out on a new venture. Also, almost every wedding that Joseph had, and he had a bunch of them, was on a day that was astrologically significant and ‘good for romance and love.’ Brigham Young even claimed that Joseph tried to introduce astrology into the church doctrine in his Nauvoo days.”

	Mormonism has another book called, The Doctrine and Covenants (D&C) and I could not believe this craziness was in there:

	Quinn: “LDS doctrine has an obsession with seer stones, and the D&C claims we each will have our own seer stone and the Earth will become a giant seer stone.”

	Well, does that make it all better knowing we will each get our own seer stone? Maybe we’ll all get a magic wand too? And it is okay, because it’s not really witchcraft if we say it isn’t, right? Wouldn’t you like the see the earth as one big peep stone? But that is a creepy thought; it reminds me of The Lord of the Rings, with the all-seeing eye of Sauron on top of the mountain in Mordor.

	As I was researching this book, I happened to come across a Mormon blog where, right at the top, a guy was asking the obvious question: “Can somebody please tell me how in the world the D&C says the earth is going to become a giant seer stone? What is up with that?” And you can probably guess what the responses were from the Mormon apologists. They primarily answered him by avoiding the topic and counseling him to focus on the more important aspects.  

	Quinn also says that many Book of Mormon names have parallels to the occult and witchcraft magic. Earlier we saw that “Mormo” means a spirit, spectre, she-monster, or devil’s gate. Of course, when challenged with that realty, Smith lied, claiming it was actually a word meaning, “More good,” in “Reformed” Egyptian. That’s not true.

	“Alma” is an important name to Mormonism that is supposed to be a Nephite prophet. Instead, it just so happens that “Alma”, in Spanish, means “soul” and “Almazim” is “a magical spirit that was a giver of treasure.” Smith would have been familiar with those words since he practiced witchcraft while seeking treasure. So, he threw them into his own book. Here is another word with magical (witchcraft) parallels:

	“Nephi is related to a common Jewish Kabbalist term for spirit, ‘Nephes.’ Kabbalists identify Nephes as the spirits that can be called forth through necromancy.”

	Here’s another strange one: LDS teaches that the Bible’s Cain became “Master Mahan” and that term was clearly taken from beliefs about ancient magic. So that’s nothing new. They also teach the “Three Degrees of Glory.” We will get more into that later, but it’s a cult concept used to get followers to supposedly work their way up to the top. That is why Mormon followers go on their bike tours recruiting more Mormons for the organization.

	It’s the same with Seventh Day Adventists who are told they need to knock on doors to recruit for the organization and in that way supposedly increase the “possibility” of making it to Heaven. Outside of biblical Christianity, the other faiths are all works-based salvations while Christianity requires only that we accept a free gift. Mormons are required to do the temple thing and many other works because they all want to supposedly make it to the top where they taught that they can be a god, with their wife becoming a goddess, that forever populates that man-god’s planet with spirit babies. As I mentioned, my wife wants no part of that. But either way, the concept is not true, to the relief of many non-Mormon ladies out there.

	Not even Mormonism’s three-tiered-heaven system is original. The idea was invented by a guy named, Emmanuel Swedenborg, who we looked at in our study of the New Age movement, New Age & The Last Days Deception. In fact, Swedenborg taught his belief and Smith knew who he was because Smith commented on having read his work. Even the name, “Celestial Kingdom,” is nothing new from Mormonism. Founders and promoters of the New Age movement, as well as part of Kabbalists teachings, taught it. Kabbalists teach three heavens, including the Celestial, Terrestrial, and Infernal.

	Smith only changed the name of that last one. Apparently, he didn’t appreciate “Infernal” and his substitute for it must have been thought up on a long day, or maybe he was just feeling lazy. He doesn’t seem to have put much thought into it; just dropping the r’s on terrestrial and slapping in an “l” to make it “telestial.” So, the levels he settled on are called Celestial, Terrestrial, and Telestial.

	It’s like the guy who had to name insects. I’ve always wondered about this because it’s such a simple name for the one I’m thinking of. I’m guessing it was around 4:59 pm in the workday, and the creative-names guy had one more to come up with before going home at 5:00 pm. The next one to name flew by and was probably sitting there as the guy looked at the clock to see it was quitting time. So instead of a long scientific name for the tiny thing, he watched it take off and said, “Fly. Let’s go home.” I’m thinking. Really? That’s all the better you can do? I’ve always wondered about that, but anyway, let’s move on.

	So, Joseph Smith didn’t even come up with his levels of Heaven. He ripped that off from a New Age guy. Smith grabbed names, ideas, and concepts from all over the place. The fact is this guy pieced together the Book of Mormon through his hodgepodge project, involving mass plagiarizing from everywhere he could find ideas, including contemporary concepts from his time. And the whole falsehood is completely obvious to anyone who takes the time to look up the historic record. Here is another explanation of those facts in this well-said video transcript:

	“Where did Mormonism come from? Is it based on literal events or did Joseph Smith draw inspiration from somewhere else? Smith’s first vision was first recorded in 1832 but others in the area had published similar visions years before Smith did.

	Prior to Smith’s same claims, Charles Finney, in 1821 was stirred by a passage of Scripture, Elias Smith, in 1816, went into the woods in the morning, Finney knelt to pray but couldn’t speak, Finney felt that others were around, Finney was seized by a power, then despair, then weakness, Norris Stearns, in 1815, felt near to death, Elias saw some remarkable light like ‘above the brightness of the sun,’ Sterns saw God and Jesus in bodily form with indescribable glory, S. Chamberlain, in 1816, was told all churches were corrupt, Asa Wild, in 1823, was told more specifically that their professors were corrupt and there was more information that couldn’t be written.

	Of these visionaries, Finney was a well-known preacher who visited Smith’s community, Chamberlain met with Smith’s family, and Wild had his vision published in the Smith’s local newspaper; all before Joseph recorded his vision in 1832.

	Smith also claimed that he had received the golden plates, a record of the ancient Nephite people, from the angel Moroni, in 1827. That same year an English translation of a story called the golden pot was published about a man who received a record of the ancient Atlantean people from the spirit Lindhorst. The author had even been promoted in Smith’s local newspaper. The story’s similarities include both men are meditating when they see a great light, get shocked, and meet a messenger in a vision. Both have three visions in one evening. Both are called to transcribe records from an old civilization and are promised a seer device. Both messengers are the descendants and archivists of their civilizations, are called ‘Prince of the Spirits,’ and can appear in the form of an amphibian.’

	Going to retrieve the records, both men encounter an evil power, are chastised for not being serious enough, and told to wait one year to see if they will be allowed to receive them. Both visit vast chambers with treasures, breastplates, dazzling light from an unknown source, a library, and tripods with Egyptian artifacts. Both men are injured by evil spirits, pass their final test, and get access to their records on the fall equinox.

	
The story content of the Book of Mormon, published in 1830, could easily have been inspired by a book called, View of the Hebrews, first published in 1823 in Poultney, Vermont. Both books are about Hebrews leaving the Old World, sailing to the uninhabited Americas, and becoming the ancestors of the Native Americans. They split into two people groups, one barbarous and one civilized. There is a change from monarchy to republic. A Messiah figure visits. The Christian gospel is preached in the Americas. Whole chapters of the book of Isaiah are quoted. After long wars, the barbarous eventually destroy the civilized but there is a lost book of God left buried in a hill.

	Oliver Cowdery, a witness to the Book of Mormon, was from Poultney, Vermont, and met Joseph just after the second printing of View of the Hebrews. Later, Smith even quoted and cited the book in an article. So, all the necessary building blocks of Smith’s new religion were close at hand. And even though he supplied plenty of his own details, it is fairly obvious that they are hung on the framework of these sources. So, is it more likely that Smith’s experiences were really genuine, or that they were developed from his own absorbent imagination?”

	If that were to take place today, Smith would go to jail for plagiarism. Again, as I initially got into the research, I thought the guy was at least a great storyteller like the lying con artist, L. Ron Hubbard, who founded Scientology. But as I got further into the research, I found that Smith was less of a great storyteller than he was a plagiarist. He ripped stories off from everywhere, including contemporary writing. And often he was even lazy about it; like with aspects of his golden plates. He could have at least changed it to a golden pot, silver cup, or anything that didn’t give away his co-opting of the idea. Come on man, the deception is just too easy to spot. And again, the places he chose to borrow from the most, were those agreeing with his occult views: Freemasonry and witchcraft.

	“As a young man Joseph Smith not only labored on his family’s farm, but he worked in witchcraft, occult techniques, like blessing crops, finding lost articles, predicting future events, or prophesying, and using divining rods and seer stones. Now, most historians, Mormon or not, who work with the historical record sources, accept Joseph Smith’s career as a village magician.

	It is interesting to note that as early as 1828 members of the Methodist Church were forced to make a decision with regard to Joseph Smith. Smith had taken steps to join their church, but they felt his dealings in witchcraft made him unfit to be a member.”

	So even the local Methodists knew him and his family’s background and practices. In 1828, he actually tried to join their church, but they said, absolutely not. And it was because the dude was into witchcraft. Here’s another piece of information that creates more problems for Joseph Smith, as far as getting caught in more lies.

	“It is certainly strange that Joseph Smith would try to join the Methodist Church. His attempt to unite with the Methodists, in fact, flies in the face of his first claim that he had his first vision when he was, ‘an obscure boy, only between fourteen and fifteen years of age,’ and Joseph emphatically stated that the two personages warned him that he should not join any church. Joseph Smith’s own statement about the matter reads as follows: ‘I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt.’”

	If that story were true, why is Smith later trying to join the Methodist Church? He said, as a boy, the vision told him not to join any because they are all abominations. But then later he tried joining a supposed abomination church. Luckily for the Methodists, they knew of his family’s deep ties to witchcraft and avoided allowing a witch into their midst. The whole thing is wild. Here’s more where Mormon leadership is not on good ground:

	“With the mounting evidence of Joseph Smith’s involvement in witchcraft, members of the Mormon Church are faced with the weighty decision, i.e., can they accept as a prophet a man who was involved in occultic practices at the very time he was supposed to have been receiving revelations from God? As one former follower of Joseph Smith expressed it, a person must ‘come out from the company of Joseph the sorcerer.’”

	Oooh, that’s interesting! Now you can see why Mormon leadership is in the midst of a thorough rewriting, repainting, and re-visualizing makeover of their ugly history and founding. But, unless they want to tear down all their temples and other edifices, it’s going to be awfully hard to hide their history, which is steeped in occult witchcraft. Their buildings display all kinds of Freemasonry signs, like beehives and witchcraft emblems like pentagrams.

	In fact, while I was originally presenting this research, some of our own team from Get A Life Media and Sunrise Bible Church, were driving through Utah on the way to Canada, to help with a conference that I would be speaking at that weekend. As they drove through, they kept texting me pictures, like beehives on highway signs, and even a sign for “Kolob Mountain.” Kolob is a lie from Smith, about the Kolob star, or maybe a planet, that is supposedly the heavenly body nearest to the throne of God. I asked them to shoot me another picture if they came across a sign for “Pentagram Peak.”

	It’s just unfortunate that people don’t learn their own history, including Mormons. Often, it’s because followers of cults are encouraged not to look at anyone’s facts about their origins except current cult leadership. And the trained response to criticism, dictated by the cult presidents and other leadership, just like the blog I mentioned earlier, is to avoid the question or accusation by telling whoever brings it up, that we all should just focus on ‘the good stuff” about their cult. How sad is that?! But it is just a common sign of being in a cult where followers can’t ask questions and when any truth-seeking questions do surface, they are told to ignore and forget them.

	In the next chapter we’ll continue with the Mormon organization’s history after Smith. Upon his death, there was the split I mentioned earlier, which resulted in the reformed people going one way, and the other faction that we’re more familiar with, led by Brigham Young, who took them out to Utah. At their new home out west, Mormonism started to form its new leadership and the basic structure and beliefs we’ll talk more about.

	After that aspect of the story, we’ll get into the LDS Church’s source of authority. They claim their Book of Mormon, which lays out what they believe, is better than our Christian source of authority, the Bible. In that analysis we will get specific on those golden plates and how in the world Smith came up with his previously undiscovered language, “Reformed” Egyptian. And what about the contention that Smith supposedly translated some material straight from the real Egyptian language? If so, I’m sure he got that fairly accurate, right? Well, they found the Egyptian documents he claimed to have translated from and guess how much of it he got right. As you have probably come to expect, that answer rhymes with zero. We’ll get to that in a later chapter.
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	As a quick recap, we saw that Mormonism is not built on the truth and certainly not the absolute truth of God’s Word. It is based on Joseph Smith’s rip off of James 1:5 and is not even a proper application of that verse. Smith claims he knew his truth from a burning in his bosom. And if you will contemplate Mormonism, feeling for your own burnt bosom that will be your sign that God is telling you to become Mormon. But what if it is just a bad piece of chicken? That is not how you relegate and determine what is known as truth. Also, Smith gave many different versions of his story that claimed the incident happened at different times, while he was various ages. He even changed who he said showed up to see him. None of it was consistent and that confusion comes out in the “sacred” documents, which do not even agree with each other. Still, Mormonism claims their doctrine books are better than the Christian Bible.

	Of course, there is zero, zip, zippo facto, and no archaeological evidence for the Smith’s invented history. Archeologists have found no coins, people, battles, equipment, or even a scrap of a sign that those people groups existed. Yet they supposedly have lived throughout North America.

	We also saw that “Mormon” actually means “she-monster, spirit or spectre.” In the Far East it means “devil’s gate.” That would make it hard on their missionaries who are offering the Asians the devil’s gate. So, they avoid their name when recruiting in Asia.

	We also saw that Mormonism has a long history of extreme racism. And believe or not, racism hasn’t really gone away from them much, even in recent times. Then we looked at Smith’s occult ties, which are many, thus the title of this book, Mormonism & The Occult Behavior of Joseph Smith. We answered the questions of whether Smith was a martyred lamb who was led to the slaughter, as Mormonism tries to portray him. He was not! He had a pistol, which he used to shoot and kill people. So, he fought back. That is not being a martyr. And it was his own Mormon folks who shot and killed him. Besides that, there was plenty of other issues with Smith’s behavior.

	We then looked at the similarities between Mormonism and Freemasonry because Smith and other prominent Mormons, like Brigham Young, were Freemasons. And the last chapter was all about Smith’s ties to witchcraft, as evidenced by his practices and many of the names he chooses. Most people do not catch Smith’s nods to witchcraft that he constantly built into his religion. That’s because most don’t understand what goes on with witchcraft, let alone with Freemasonry.

	So that is what we have seen up to this point and now we can continue to look at the Mormon trail, their history, of what happened after Smith was shot by his own people:

	After Smith’s murder, several LDS leaders stepped forward to take control of the Church. The majority of Mormons followed Brigham Young to the Salt Lake Valley. We’ll probably have a whole chapter just on Young who was just as deep into polygamy, if not more so, than Joseph Smith. Young had many issues too, like slavery.

	But what I want to get across to you, is that contrary to what many of us already know about Mormons moving to Utah after Joseph Smith died, there is much more to that story. The different Mormon groups went in a multitude of directions, which shows the hypocrisy of Joseph Smith, who actually bragged that he did what even Jesus Christ could not do; keep his church together. But he didn’t because before and after Smith’s death, Mormonism splintered into a huge number of factions.

	So, let’s talk about their breaking apart. But first I want to make a point about how Mormonism, just like other cults, uses our Christian term, “church.” I hesitate to recognize that for them because Church is a Christian term that refers to the body of Christ. So, it’s our Christian term that carries a vow to be true to Christ. That is a vow that cults do not adhere to. In fact, they work against Christ and his Church, so how can they be called a church? But either way, let’s look at how the Mormon organization fractured greatly after Smith:

	Yes, one group went to Utah with Brigham Young, but others began to splinter off; then those split again, and so on. Here is more on that:

	“After the shooting, the church divided into two groups; One led by his widow which went back to Independence, Missouri, the Nauvoo area. They are known as the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.”

	As you can see by that long name, these Mormon groups throw in Christianese terms, which make them Christian, right? No, it does not. And they even changed that name, as we’ll see in a bit.

	“They claim to be the true Mormon Church and lay claim to the legal succession of the Mormon presidency, which was bestowed upon Joseph’s son, Joseph Smith III, by Joseph Smith himself. The other group was led by Brigham Young, and they went to Utah where, in 1847, they ended up in Salt Lake and founded Salt Lake City.”

	Brigham had 25 wives and accumulated much wealth. Again, we will get more into Young’s story later but as far as splinter groups; there was a ton from Smith’s original group. Here’s a video transcript about that:

	“The death of Joseph Smith created a fierce competition to take his place. Four leading candidates emerged: Sidney Rigdon, William Marks, Samuel Smith, and Brigham Young. Sidney Rigdon claimed that he had received a revelation that he was supposed to take over, but he was not well liked by the apostles. William Marks, whom Emma Smith supported, was maneuvered out of the running because he was against polygamy. And Samuel Smith, Joseph Smith’s brother, was mysteriously murdered.

	This left Brigham Young, who was appointed head of the Apostles and later restructured the church, making himself the president. But not everyone was happy with this arrangement, the church broke into several factions, and this was not the first time that movements broke away from the mainline, LDS Church. As early as 1831, several groups had split with Joseph Smith, usually as a result of a teaching or decision that was considered unacceptable. None of those groups still remained. But the so-called ‘prairie saints’ who rejected the authority of Brigham Young, still exist today.

	Sidney Rigdon started what became the Church of Jesus Christ. This church rejects many of the revelations of Joseph Smith, including plural marriage. James Strang claimed to have been visited by angels who made him Smith’s successor. He also claimed to have translated another ancient record found in the Hill of Promise called, the ‘Voree Plates,’ reminiscent of Joseph Smith and the golden plates. He was able to convince many prominent Mormons to follow him, including apostle William Smith, Joseph’s brother, and Martin Harris, one of the three witnesses to the golden plates.

	Granville Hedrick united several Mormon communities that were left without leadership after Joseph Smith’s death. They eventually moved back to Missouri and purchased the Temple Lot; the site designated by Joseph Smith for the Temple of the New Jerusalem in his original Zion.

	But the largest group that rejected Brigham Young, is the Community of Christ, formerly known as the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. This group was led by Joseph Smith III and owns the original temple in Kirtland and the newer temple in Independence, Missouri. But unlike the LDS, this church does not practice temple ceremonies.

	This is only a sample of the more than one hundred factions of Mormonism, including polygamous fundamentalist Mormons, liberal Mormons, and new restoration Mormons. Many of these groups, including the mainline LDS Church, claim to hold the authority and priesthood of the one true restored church. But whereas Christianity uses the written Word of God as the objective authority, Mormons must rely on the subjective claims of each prophet. The presence of so many splinter groups would have been important to Joseph Smith, who boasted that he had done a work that not even Jesus Christ was capable of by keeping his church united.”

	Yeah, that didn’t happen. So, it’s just one more whopper of a lie from Smith. As that transcript mentioned, there were even splinter groups before Smith died. So this is one more example backing up my consistent warning throughout our larger study, World Religions, Cults & The Occult: whenever anyone approaches you to say something like, “God told me” or “I had a revelation” or “I had a vision” or “I got a word from God,” you need to run!! Just stick with the Bible. How and when did the Bible get old fashioned? What is wrong with it? Excuse me?!

	       Why isn’t the Bible enough for us? Why do we always have to keep going outside the Bible? As we’ve been seeing with all the different world religions, cults and the occult, tragedy happens, and lives are ruined when people get outside Scripture. It is always the path to a heap of trouble.

	And for those people, who step outside the Bible, normally continue to claim they are Christian. But they are not. Many profess to be prophets and, like Smith, also claim visions from God. What does that lead to? Well, if one guy or gal can have a vision, then maybe anyone can. And if one person gets “God-given” plates, then why can’t the next guy say he got more and maybe even better plates. Come on!! How can truth be left up to the latest person claiming a supernatural experience? When does it end? Once we get outside the Bible, anything goes.

	And that is why these groups have kept springing up throughout history. The whole premise is built on the mindset that we can get a “new word” from God that originates outside the actual Word of God. Everything turns foul and eventually spoils rotten from there. So always be careful to avoid those folks.

	But that’s why Mormonism, like so many other cults, splintered into a myriad of different groups. Now I want to focus on that last faction mentioned in the video transcript. The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints changed their name to today’s much more manageable title, “Community of Christ.” And the reason I want to point out aspects of this particular organization, is because it’s the second largest group in Mormonism. Again, their existence speaks to the hypocrisy of Joseph Smith, who claimed supremacy over Christ by keeping Mormonism together when in reality, Smith couldn’t even keep them all together when he was alive, let alone the explosion of splinters after his death.

	The Community of Christ reports over a quarter-million members in sixty nations and trace their roots back to the lineage of Joseph Smith. If you’ve seen our study, Islam, Religion of War or Peace?, you’ll remember that was also what happened after Muhammad’s death with the different factions claiming that the succession should go to the most popular cult leader, while the other major groups said it must be from the lineage of Muhammad. Respectively, those two largest divisions of Islam are Shia and Sunni.

	It was the same with Mormonism after their founder’s death. Community of Christ claims the direct lineage. They organized exactly thirty years after Smith is said to have started Mormonism; April 6th of 1830. Community of Christ was established on April 6th of 1860. That day of the year is claimed by them and was also by Smith, as the supposed day of Jesus Christ’s birth. But of course, it’s not and you won’t be shocked to learn it’s actually an important occult date.

	So, the Community of Christ is the second largest Mormon group today and regards itself as the true embodiment of the original church because of the supposed family lineage. Keep the family lineage part in mind as we talk about them more, including how they were already outside the Bible with Joseph Smith’s establishing their religion. Because of that it has been easy for this group to slip into their own claims of visions and revelation, supposedly from God, which has caused more doctrinal changes for the group:

	“Since the 1960s, the church’s proselytizing outside North America has caused a re-assessment and gradual evolution of its practices and beliefs.”

	Now, stop right there, because that’s already a mouthful. What happened was they encountered other cultures, who thought what they taught sounded strange, so instead of sticking to their supposed truth and saying, “I’m sorry, but truth is truth so that’s the way it is,” they opted for the supposed “new revelation” route. To meet the needs of everyone and become all things to all people, to attract and sell more followers on their false doctrines, it’s as easy as claiming as many “new messages from God,” as it takes to make everyone happy with them. So, notice how it says they changed their beliefs and practices. Biblical Christianity does not do that because God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. God’s Word, His Bible, never changes.

	Coincidental to the time of the Women’s Liberation movement, one aspect, the doctrinal aspect of the Community of Christ that changed was to ordain women into their Mormon priesthood. Of course, they did so at the time because of the influx of feminism. And unfortunately, we see that same change being pushed in the Christian Church today. Society today is bucking against male leadership, whether it is in the home or in the Christian Church.

	But the Community of Christ rationalized their change to the followers by claiming a new revelation. Cults normally obfuscate the truth of their past opposite position by a rationalization like, “Well, that was a cultural issue back then.” Even in the Christian Church you will have people say something like this: “Hey, the Apostle Paul was sort of against women so we can kind of discount what he said about female’s headship in the Christian Church.” But like it, lump it, and believe it or not, from the beginning in Scripture, God has always had male headship in the Church. I don’t care if it’s poplar in the culture or not. That is the way it is, and I didn’t come up with that; God says it.

	The Community of Christ, again, a branch of Mormonism, continued to make changes as the culture changed. Just as the main branch of Mormonism does even today, and they are not the only ones because cults, like Jehovah’s Witnesses do the same thing. When they are caught with racist views and backed up against the wall from those type of false teachings, they also seem to come up with some “new light” or “new revelation” supposedly from God. How convenient is that? It’s the ultimate cover for all lies, right? God did it. In reality, it’s the equivalent of a five-year-old saying he didn’t break his bike and instead it was an orange rhinoceros that ran by and stepped on it.

	In the same pathetic tactic, adults who lead cults say, “The new light told me...blah, blah, blah.” But you’re just making it up as you go! We caught you with something wrong, in a lie, and rather than admit that you messed up, you just wave the magic “word-from-God” wand and change what you’ve previously been saying.

	And that shows the ultimate security we have with God’s Word in the Bible. God never changes, which means His Word is good for all time. So, when we are saved, it’s forevermore and we no longer have to wonder about that or anything else outlined in the Scriptures. It’s not just cultural issues to twist and bend with the winds of cultural change. And this includes the assurance that God’s commands are all for our good and that lasts our entire lives. There is powerful security of that! How simple is this for Christians? All we need to do is stick to what God gave us in the Bible and we’ll have the best possible life this side of Heaven. Now of course, it won’t be a perfect life because we will be persecuted in this life. I’m not giving you the mega-church appeal to learn to be a better you or anything like that. But we don’t have to wonder how it will go for us depending on our own actions, if we just strive to do what God says. He’ll take care of us, right? We don’t have to wonder if God is going to change this week and maybe add a “New, New, New Testament” for us. He is not going to change His mind, so that’s great for security for you and me as Christians.

	But like so many cults, Community of Christ claims a prophetic leadership when you listen to what they say, you will understand I was not joking about claims of a new, new, new testament. With this branch of Mormonism, prophesying is actually what they continually do. They would say their Book of Mormon was basically a new, new, revelation, supposedly from God, so whatever new light, revelation, or word they get today keeps it going as the new, new, new, etc. In fact, their president doubles as a “prophet” and here is their process:

	The president acts as a prophet to bring new so-called inspired counsel or documents to the followers at their World Conference. Those go to the floor for a debate as the president “retires from the room to allow for more impartial consideration.” That year’s particular delegates then vote on whether to include those “new inspirations” as part of their sacred scriptures.

	What?! How is that for a process to determine supposed truth? They can make up anything they’d like at any time. And wait a second, what about those guys, who the organization puts in those positions because they supposed know the truth, but then do not end up in the majority because they lost the debate? Why should we trust them with anything else, right? It’s crazy and that same process still goes on with those guys even today.

	Another false teaching from the Community of Christ is their adopted doctrinal statement that, “All persons have great worth...” Really? Hey, that’s the wrong Bible. The Christian Bible says, “All have sinned, myself included, and fall short of the glory of God.” We all deserve to die and go straight to hell. So, their type of teaching is not only false, but it also cheapens the love, grace, and mercy of Jesus Christ. What is so amazing about God’s love is that we were all doomed before becoming Christian. According to Romans 5, “while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” We were God’s enemies, who were ungodly, doomed, and not His worthy best buddies. Yet even with that, Christ died for us, man. He did not have to, but He still made a way for us to be saved from hell.

	That truth magnifies God’s love! But when we’re taught by false teachers that God had to save us because we’re all so worthy, I just want to talk to their spouses for half a minute to get the true story about their supposed benevolent incorruptible nature. Spouses level the playing field quick concerning visions of grander in the average human.

	But that’s another false doctrine from Community of Christ, and just like the rest of Mormonism, their denial of salvation through Christ alone is from their works-based teachings. It’s also no surprise that an organization that has ever-changing beliefs and practices is also involved in the ecumenical interfaith movement. That makes sense because they just do whatever it takes to keep it going by adjusting their truth to fit everyone’s latest ideas so they can get those recruiting numbers up.

	Because they have “Christ” in their name so they “must” be Christian, the Community of Christ is included in the National Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches. Does that make them Christian? No! The NCC and WCC are two of the largest entities on our planet that are snookering so-called Christianity into going along with a one world religion. Those organizations are collecting large numbers of humans from as many countries as possible and of course doing so with the other entities pushing for that goal.

	So the Community of Christ became a member of that ecumenical body, which waters down any firm doctrine, they adjusted to feminism allowing women to become priests, and of course the latest issue the media, which society then follows, is cramming the LGBT issue down our throats, even in the Church. The big thing there, I mean here’s the latest thing this society is trying to cram down your throat. Community of Christ apparently got new light on LGBT, so they have morphed into big supporters of LGBT participation in their organization. Their “new word” on that subject was, now it’s okay. Now, they not only promote the allowing of same sex couples for marriage, but also priesthood ordination for practicing homosexuals.

	Again, that shows the danger of getting outside the Bible and its security. The Word of God is what it is, whether you like the male headship issue, marriage between a man and a woman, or anything else God tells us. We can trust God because He only sets our standards for our own good. Whether you agree on the issue of homosexuality and what society says, it’s now popular to accept. God teaches us what He does for our own good and He does not change so it is not a cultural issue.

	That is not how Community of Christ sets their truth. World religions, cults, and the occult do not base their truth on the Bible. They don’t base it on God’s Word. As we saw in our study of Roman Catholicism, they say their authority is the Bible, but their Bible is not the same Bible as Christians have. And it’s not even just that. Catholic leadership says it is their version of the Bible, but it is also the rulings of the popes, Catholic councils, and the early church fathers. So, which is it, because they don’t agree with each other? That’s why they deleted God’s second commandment against making their saints, and Mary, idols and to cover that change, making it, “The Nine Commandments,” which might give them away, they split the tenth commandment creating two.

	Those are the challenges we have with organizations who get outside the Bible. They will say they believe in the Bible and it is only in the Bible, but then that’s not what they practice. And let me step on some more toes even closer to home; that’s going on in the Church today. Even in the Christian Church, we will sit there with our doctrinal statements confirming that the Bible is the final rule of faith and practice; “Sola Scriptura,” right? But is that really what we practice? No. I’ve said this so many times, and it’s what I have witnessed and experienced wherever I’ve pastored: these days the Bible does not determine the lives of Christians. What does? It’s the secular educational system and media, personal opinion, and peer pressure. Those are today’s determining factors, even for Christians. And then we go into the Bible looking for loopholes or twisting and taking verses out of context because there is societal pressure, or something they just want to be true, so they attempt to squeeze it into the Scriptures. That’s unfortunate and shows that Christians are in danger of doing the same thing these other faiths have done in going outside the Bible.

	As we saw in our study, Charismatic Chaos, charismatic fringe groups are doing the same thing with their prophet, and even prophetess, claims. Their so-called modern-day prophets supposedly have an ability to get a “new word” from God. But how is that any different than what is going on with Mormonism today? It’s the same; they are getting outside the Scripture.

	So that gives us an idea of what goes on with Mormonism’s second largest group and by the way, do you remember why Community of Christ split off in the first place. It was because they made the claim that they have the direct lineage of the founder, Joseph Smith. Well, they have changed that too. They may characterize it more as “evolved,” but whatever.

	“Following the retirement of Smith as Prophet-President of the Church, W. Grant McMurray was appointed as the new President, he was the first church president who was not a direct descendant of Joseph Smith, which they considered to be a distinguishing trait from other denominations of the Latter Day Saint movement.”

	Even the very core aspect of their reasoning to split with the main body of Mormonism is something they no longer practice. Again, the danger of going outside Scripture, is that you have no security. Anything goes! Once you get outside the Bible and accept teachings from men, or women, anyone and everyone in your group can start claiming new light or a new word, you can make anything true. Right? It’s bound to fall apart every single time and that’s what’s happened with Community of Christ.

	Now, let’s continue on with more of the overall Mormon history starting with their leadership structure and then getting into more detail on the different parts of it:

	“The Mormon church is organized so that one prophet leads the church. Beneath the prophet in authority is the Council of Twelve Apostles. The third group of men are called the First and Second Councils of Seventy. All these men together are called the General Authorities. Local churches are called Wards or Stake Centers and meet for worship in what Mormons call ‘meetinghouses.’ “

	So, their leadership structure begins with what they call the First Presidency, made up of “the prophet” and his two counselors, which are collectively addressed as the president. These are the top, top, top, dogs and there are three, but they all get to be addressed as the president. I don’t know if they have some issue against vice presidents, but they never use that term. Maybe they felt those denigrated at VP’s might branch out again to start another faction. Just call everyone president, and you are more likely to keep it all together; maybe, but whatever.

	Below that Quorum of the Twelve Apostles is what is called the Quorum of the Seventy, which is made up of seven more presidents with a First and Second Quorum below them. Below that is. The Stake Presidency and then below those are the Ward Bishops, which are headed up by these guys you’re probably more familiar with, the Ward Bishops. Below the bishops are the individual members, who are at the very, very, very, very, very, bottom. Unfortunately for the individuals, no matter how much he or she gives with their thirty percent tithe to the Mormon organization, they are not called “president.”

	Some reports of Mormon membership say fourteen million and others say fifteen million. And just to set the stage, for what I found very interesting about the locations they choose for their temples, remember that Joseph Smith and family’s witchcraft business was all about occult tool called money digging used to supposedly find hidden treasures, that are guarded by spirits. It’s all witchcraft, even though most people don’t know that. So as the founder of Mormonism, Smith was big into witchcraft for the money it would bring him. He didn’t talk of “cardboard” plates; instead, it was “golden” valuable money plates.

	Like their founder, the Mormon Church, in the past and today, is all about the cash. It’s gimme, gimme, gimme, with members required to pay up what their told, or they will not be allowed into the temple. In fact, they will even pull your records to be sure your giving your expected amount. We will get into that more in the next chapter but with Mormonism it’s all about money. Smith was centrally focused on money, money, money, money, money, as well as polygamy, with its lust, adultery, and all-around sexual immorality. We will also see that history later.

	Like Smith, Mormonism is focused on money. Have you noticed where, typically, they strategically plant themselves? Have you noticed that dynamic? You’re rarely ever going to find a Mormon temple built in a low rent and low-income area. Why? Just being blunt, it’s because those places don’t have much money. Their temple and other edifices are typically built in higher end neighborhoods, like new ones, and especially newer suburban developments. Somewhere in the vicinity they slap down a Mormon temple or meetinghouse because that is where the money is.

	2 Corinthians 9:7 instructs us here: “Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not out of regret or compulsion. For God loves a cheerful giver.”

	We happily give because we want to. But the Mormon system is one of requirement. They have to give, it’s a certain amount, and you give it to the organization. And hey, if you want to make it to that top kingdom, the “Celestial Kingdom,” you’d better pay up, because the cult is going to pull your records and if your finances don’t square up with what has been put on you, you won’t get there. So, it’s really a system of spiritual and tangible extortion. And when we understand the history of the Mormon founder, it makes sense that his money-grubbing core bleeds through the whole organization.

	The income of the Mormon organization is in excess of $22 million per day! And their net worth is hard to even get a number on because they don’t always report it all, but it’s way, way, up in the many, many, billions. And they are always buying and selling assets, so it’s hard to pin down an amount of total worth, as they rake in $22 million every day. But don’t worry; I’m sure they’re using that money for good, right? Here’s more on that:

	“As evident from their TV ads, websites, and visitors’ centers, Mormonism puts a lot of effort into PR and marketing. But several things about their image seem to generate a little confusion. Take Mormon art for example: Why is Smith shown translating the golden plates, when he actually translated them with his face in a hat?”

	Why does this painting from the Book of Mormon, showing Jesus visiting the Nephites, feature a Mayan temple in the background, forcing an archaeological connection where none exists?”

	Mormons are well known for following the ‘Word of Wisdom,’ (a section of their book, ‘The Doctrine and Covenants’), a list of do’s and don’ts about food and drugs. It says it is not by command, but it became mandatory in 1834 for church leaders, even though many leaders, including Joseph Smith, didn’t completely follow it. And in 1921, it became mandatory for entering the temple.

	The ‘Word of Wisdom’ simply forbids hot drinks. But the church teaches that iced tea is forbidden and hot chocolate is not. It also allows mild drinks made from barley, but the church says, ‘no alcohol.’ And the statement to only eat meat in winter doesn’t seem to be enforced at all. Mormons like to emphasize that ‘ye shall know them by their fruits,’ a phrase they take to mean that their church is true because of their good works. And according to their official website, the church has given $1 billion in humanitarian aid since 1985. But according to estimated church finances, that reflects only about one percent of the church’s tithing income for that time period. Interestingly, the church is currently spending three billion dollars on a shopping mall in downtown Salt Lake City.”

	Excuse me?! They admit to giving a paltry one percent while they require and rake in a very high percentage from their followers, which we will talk about in the next chapter. And their spending three times that much on just one shopping mall for themselves. It’s absolutely wild and total hypocrisy. But let’s get back to the history:

	“The Mormon temples are not for worship but are used for ceremonies for the living and the dead.”

	What?! Now folks, I’ve had the privilege to pastor in California, New York, and praise God, I’m having a great time as pastor now here in Las Vegas. I also get to speak in different places around the world. But I’ll be honest with you, sometimes looking at the congregations I’ve thought to myself, “Man, are these people dead?!” Though, I know they are alive. But seriously, Mormonism baptizes the dead. What is that all about? Here is more:

	“Less than ten percent of all LDS members are allowed to enter the temples. Temples are required for Mormon marriages and for proxy baptisms of ancestors.”

	So, what is going on with this prominent practice they have, baptizing the dead. Just for clarity, they do not drag corpses into the temples. That would be bad. But let’s talk about baptism for the dead. First of all, it is a non-biblical practice. I’m sure most Christians already knew that and I’m glad it’s not biblical because I wouldn’t want to do it. Being a vertically challenged guy, I have enough problems just trying to baptize live people. But in the middle of some baptisms, it’s a little funny, and I enjoy it, being a smaller guy, when some of the much bigger fellas at something like 6’5” and 275 pounds, get that look on their face like, “Pastor Billy, it looks like you’re going down with me.” I love to disappoint them on that one. I have had a lot of practice. But I digress. Let’s move on.

	“Baptism for the dead is a non-biblical practice where a living person is baptized in lieu of a person that has passed away, as a means of making a public profession of faith, for a person that is already deceased.”

	Here’s the obvious problem with that: we don’t accept infant baptism as a means of getting someone to Heaven and that’s because, first, how can an infant even know what he or she is doing, so it can’t be a confession of faith from the infant? Babies are not cognizant so how can they choose to accept or reject Jesus? They don’t know anything, so all it’s doing is getting the baby wet. As Protestants, that is why we would reject that teaching. And I don’t know what the magical age is; the theological term is called the age of accountability. Kids are all different so I don’t think you could slap one age on it and have a sound doctrine. I do not know what it is. But it is certainly not as an infant, so we reject infant baptism.

	Secondly, last time I checked, at least infants are alive. So, if we are going to reject baby baptism, as a discerning Christian, would you concur that dead people make no professions of faith? And if they do, run! That would freak us out. Dead people do nothing, so how could they choose Christ?

	So as a supposed Christian religion, why would you set a weird ritual for a dead guy, when death has only two outcomes for that person, and those are final at the moment they die. He or she will instantly be either in heaven or hell and their location doesn’t change from there. It cannot be reversed.

	Oh, but isn’t that popular today with people who want to soften the harshness of hell by inventing false teachings like “Universalism” or “Annihilationism.” Some also claim people bound for hell will get a second chance when they get there because the whole consequence is just too harsh. But no, hell speaks to the importance of getting saved now, being responsible for that, and also motivating you to help others, so they don’t go to hell. But Mormonism has come up with their false teaching of baptizing dead-people as their way to purposely soften that reality. They are taught that this practice at least gives the corpse a chance. That does not make it true, which it isn’t because it’s another of their false teachings.

	Now when you do the research, it’s interesting that they would install this ritual into their religion. We have already seen a lot of weird practices in Mormonism, which were ripped off from Freemasonry, witchcraft, and even secular sources. Smith hodgepodges all these different beliefs together through what you might characterize as some brilliant plagiarism. But of all things, why did he latch onto baptism of the dead?

	Well, I think there was a family reason for Smith, and it had to do with his brother, Alvin. Alvin Smith died before Mormonism took off. Here is some of that trail:

	“Alvin Smith was the eldest brother of Joseph Smith. He died at age 25. His death occurred two months after Joseph’s first visit to the hill from which he was eventually said to have recovered the golden plates that would later become claimed as the source for the Book of Mormon.”

	As far as Joseph’s supposed vision of golden plates leading to the Book of Mormon, who knows which account is more correct, if any, but Joseph’s older brother Alvin had died before Mormonism began and this is interesting about the funeral:

	“Alvin’s funeral was held at the Presbyterian church. According to an 1893 account by his brother William. ‘Reverend Stockton had preached my brother’s funeral sermon and intimated very strongly that he had gone to hell’, a reason that Joseph Sr. would not join the Presbyterians.”

	So, dad got ticked off and that attitude spread to his son, Joseph Smith Jr. Dad got mad that someone reminded him that hell is real. From here you can start to see an ulterior motive begin to build in the family dynamic. Smith came up with his doctrine of the redemption of the dead, or baptism of the dead, on January 21st, 1836, after the completion of the Kirtland Temple. And the way he claims he did it, brings up a pervasive problem with so many cults past and present. As was often the case with Smith, when he had an issue with something, he claimed to have another vision concerning Alvin.

	This one was of the Mormonism’s top Heaven, the so-called “Celestial Kingdom.” Remember, they teach three levels of heaven with the Celestial being highest, then Terrestrial, and finally the consolation-prize Heaven, the Telestial. But these levels are nothing new because Smith ripped that idea from a New Age guy, Emanuel Swedenborg. That hierarchy is also in the occult mysticism of Jewish Kabbalah. Smith apparently didn’t care for “Infernal,” so he changed a few letters in Terrestrial and made his low-rent level of Heaven, “Telestial”.  

	“Smith stated that he saw his brother Alvin in this vision and was surprised at his presence since he had died before the establishment of Mormonism and its associated doctrines. Joseph Smith stated that he then received a revelation concerning the salvation of those who die, like his brother, without hearing the Mormon gospel and their ability to receive the same opportunities as those who had opportunity to hear it on earth.”

	Well, that’s convenient, right? Smith got his brother into the top level of Heaven. So hey, if you or anyone you love dies without Mormonism, they can still get you a ticket to the best Heaven. Excuse me?! And what we will see is that this practice is used by Mormonism as the so-called answer to this popular skeptic’s question for Christians:

	“What about the desert-island guy, who has been all by himself his entire life, never having a visitor, whether human, animal, bird or insect. Maybe those last few go a bit far, but you get the point. They say he can’t have heard of Jesus. So, their question is, ‘Do you mean to tell me God is going to send that poor solitary man to hell?!’”

	Mormons love that question because they don’t need to worry about the truth. They just pop up with an answer that’s good recruiting like, “Oh yeah, that’s horrible and it’s why we are able to baptize those who have passed and give the poor souls another chance.” As far as an honest answer to that serious question, you already know it, if you have seen our seminary-style study classes, Discipleship 101 & 102. It is a disciple’s education for every Christian because Jesus’ last words upon leaving earth were not, “Go save people.” Instead they were, “Go and make discipled learners of all nations.” Well educated in Christianity, those disciples can each potentially save multitudes. And discipleship classes show the importance of knowing our Bible.

	Romans 1 and 2 give us the answer to that skeptic’s question about the solitary desert-island guy; it is what is called the “three C’s.” First is the C in “Creation.” No one is going to stand before God and get away with saying, “Hey God, it’s not right that you should send me to hell because I was that guy on the desert island, who didn’t have a copy of the Bible.” Excuse me?! Romans 1 says none of us have an excuse because we had “the light of creation.” Just step outside to see a bird, a flea, or a bee and that’s intelligent design (just as your car is), which implies a designer. When you look and think about the unfathomable complexity of the stars and planets, there is no stinking way this all happened by chance. All of creation drives us to know that there is a God. Romans 1 tells us this:

	“God’s invisible attributes, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world.”

	God is seen and heard just by observing and hearing His creation. So, everyone is accountable, having no excuse. But that’s not all. What if the desert island recluse was blind and deaf? Romans 2 talks about the second C, which is the light of “Conscience.” In Romans, Paul gives the moral argument when he mentions that even Gentiles, who don’t have a copy of the Jewish laws, know inherently that it’s wrong to murder. Where did that come from? If evolution were true, there would be no right and wrong, right? That is just survival of the strongest, as Hitler believed. But, if the Gentiles never saw the Jewish Torah, how did they know it is wrong to murder?

	Everybody knows that but, of course, over time people like Hitler can have their consciences become seared. Early on though everyone knows it inherently wrong to kill and wrong to steal. Where did that come from? Well, those “don’ts” is part of the Ten Commandments, right? Since many have not seen them, where did they get those same morals? That is the moral argument of existence, which says, logically, universal moral laws must come from a universal moral-law giver, i.e., God. There has to be a God. So that is your second C, with both of the first two C’s testifying to the fact that no one has an excuse. That blind solitary island dweller has a conscience, so God naturally pulls the rug out from under all the skeptics, making us all accountable.

	That is why I get excited when people ask that question, because the true biblical answer doesn’t have to be the sort of compromise you get from Mormons and others who take their doctrine from outside the Bible. Scripture gives us the wisdom to never need to ever apologize for God.

	The third “C” is “Christ.” We addressed the hypothetical straw-man argument of the desert-island guy, mountaintop person, or those lost in isle 37 at Wal-Mart; whatever scenario you want to pick. But guess what, that’s neither here nor there if I’m having this conversation with you. And I just told you about the claims of Christ. If you had not heard prior, at least now you’re accountable. Oooh, that brings it back home, doesn’t it?

	But again, instead of spreading God’s Word, sticking to the Bible, what do cults do? To the question of the isolated man, who’s never heard of Jesus, they give the easy answer, which also may be better for recruiting: “Oh yeah, that would be horrible, and it’s why our followers don’t have to worry about that until the moment of death and an eternity in hell afterward.” So, corpse baptism is really what Mormonism practices, so I wanted to clarify the question.

	Now let’s move on with another question: Do Mormons really baptize the dead or is it just something they say to give that false hope? Yes, they do practice baptism of the dead, and I want to give you a relatively current quote from the religious editors section of CNN.com (this is not meant to endorse CNN), talking about how baptism of corpses by Mormonism is real. It’s what they believe, advertise, and promote. And by the way, they are even getting in trouble for baptizing dead people behind the family’s backs. Folks are saying, “Don’t touch my family.” Of course, it doesn’t mean anything because the person is dead and his or her final destiny, Heaven or hell, has been decided. But people are starting to get a bit upset because Mormons are out there snagging anyone they can, which sure makes the numbers go up, right? Here’s that quote from the religious editors, and remember that it’s really a secular article:

	“The recent disclosure that Mormons baptized the dead parents of Jewish Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal by proxy, has sparked an outrage in the Jewish world. The LDS Church vowed to stop baptizing Jewish Holocaust victims in 1995. But proxy baptism for the dead is a proud Mormon tradition. Here are the basics of how it works and why Mormons do it. For Mormons, baptizing the dead solves a big theological problem: How do billions of people who never had the opportunity to accept Christ receive salvation? (That honest answer is in Romans 1 and 2.) By baptizing the dead, Mormons believe they are giving every person who ever lived the chance at everlasting life. That includes Muslims, Hindus, atheists, pagans, whoever.”

	For this next part of the quote, with CNN being a secular publication that is quoting a Mormon, CNN and the Mormon use the term, “Christian,” when they should have correctly said “Mormon.” So, I’ve made that clarification in brackets:

	“Mormons believe that there is a place the dead go where they are in ‘spirit prison’ and where they have a chance to accept Mormon baptism,’ says Richard Bushman, a Mormon scholar at Columbia University. ‘But it’s a duty to actually perform the (Mormon) ordinance of baptism, so Mormons seek out every last person who ever lived and baptize them.’”

	Why is the Mormon organization so focused on genealogy, even to the point of storing as much of the world’s ancestry as they can get? It’s because of this false teaching and they even have a huge storage area built into the side of a mountain. Scientology did the same. But people think Mormonism is doing it to help us find our family history, even though the real reason is that they want to baptize your dead family.

	“Many Mormons are proud of the fact that they attempt to make their faith universal through baptizing the dead. ‘Historically, Christians have been exclusive,’ says Terryl Givens, an expert on Mormonism at the University of Richmond.”

	Did you catch that? The Mormons teach that everyone can get saved whether alive or dead. It does not matter what you do in this life because Mormons are still going to save you when you’re on the other side. Isn’t this wild? And the second part of that quote is that their Mormon scholar, is criticizing Christians, because the Mormon’s fictitious non-biblical way, is so much better, in theory. He’s claiming Christians are being too exclusive by citing the Bible’s John 14:6, which lets us know that Jesus is the only way. Jesus himself said this:

	“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

	And you better not listen to the Mormons, but instead get saved in this life, because you won’t have a second chance. Hebrews 9:27 says this:

	“It is appointed man to die once and then face judgment.”

	As we dealt with in our studies, Hinduism And The Dangers of Yoga, Buddhism, and New Age & The Last Days Deception, reincarnation is a bankrupt false teaching. Mr. Givens, the Mormon professor from the University of Richmond, continues:

	“Christians have been exclusive. Evangelicals say only if you confess according to their tradition. Mormons say, ‘No, salvation is open to all people.’ “

	So, he is teaching the idea that salvation is available to everyone, whether alive or dead. That’s absolutely wild and a complete falsehood. The article continues:

	“Mormonism encourages its members to baptize the dead in their families, going back at least four generations.”

	Again, just like how Joseph Smith felt about his dead brother Alvin, the organization now appeals to their members with something like, “Hey, don’t you want your family be there in Heaven with you?” It’s that whole crazy doctrine based on a feeling and motivation of followers out of fear for their families.

	“The church also has teams that travel around the world to identify as many people as possible to baptize, whether or not they’re in the lineage of present-day Mormons. Just grab them anyway. ‘The church is constantly going through parish records, wills, deeds and every other genealogical source so they can extract names and put these people through the temple process,’ says Bushman, the Columbia University Mormon scholar.”

	Wow, with all due respect, that is weird. The article continues, and remember, that this is a secular piece from CNN:

	“There is no way for a person to prevent himself or herself from being baptized by the LDS Church after death.”

	That makes me think earlier, when we learned the definition of “Mormon.” Remember, it means a bogey monster who’s going to come get you, apparently even after the grave. Can you believe this?! Here’s more and remember that the average Joe can’t go into their temples that holds these ritual ceremonies, which go on in secret:

	“Baptism for the dead happens inside the Mormon temples. Members of the LDS Church volunteer to undergo full immersion baptism while the names of the dead are read. An LDS member might participate in 10 or so posthumous proxy baptisms at a time. Young Mormons especially are encouraged to participate.”

	That’s pretty efficient, right? It’s kind of like our Congress. When they want to ram something through, they do what is called piggybacking, which is a process of attaching many side bills to the main one they’re voting on so they can just deal with a whole bunch at once. That’s how we get a lot of our bad laws that creates so much trouble for us.”

	So, in these temple rituals, these guys don’t even corpse baptize one at a time. As the proxy person slowly lowers into the water, a fast-talking helper rifles through the list of names. It’s like, “Woo, hoo! We got twelve that time! Way to crank them out boys!”

	Joseph Smith introduced baptism of the dead in the 1840s. We Christians can laugh all we want, but Mormonism claims to have biblical proof for their peculiar practice. Again, it’s just ripping Scripture out of context as Smith did with James 5, which he used to find his new religion, supposedly from his burnt bosom. Then to attract more converts, his whole premise was a similar challenge, for everyone to test the Book of Mormon, by whether they got heartburn from bad chicken. Actually, he said people might feel something while contemplating his book and that will be their confirmation that God endorses Mormonism. Wrong! It’s probably just chicken burn and we don’t determine truth by that.

	But here is their supposed proof for baptism of the dead and, as expected, it completely rips 1 Corinthians 15 out of its context. They say verse 29 talks about baptizing the dead. In reality that’s not at all that Paul is talking about there. So, let’s take a look at 1 Corinthians 15, which is called the “resurrection” chapter because that’s what it’s about. If you know about the Corinthians, was Paul praising them in 1 and 2 Corinthians because they were so spiritual? Were they doing everything right? No, they were messed up! So, Paul is addressing sin after sin, along with the Corinthians’ misconceptions and bad behavior. And when he gets to this resurrection part, he is basically shaming them and calling them crazy for doing many things like what the Mormons do with baptism of the dead.

	Even his first letter to the Corinthians covers fourteen chapters of ways they had been messing up. He had to crack down on them and finally he gets to the resurrection, which he also has to correct them on. He’s says, “Are you people serious?! Now you’re even doubting the resurrection?”

	So that is the whole context of what is going on as Paul is calling these people from Corinth onto the carpet. With that in mind, let’s take a look at 1 Corinthians 15, starting with verse 12 where you can hear Paul’s sarcasm, which would sound like this in our modern vernacular: “What is going on with you people? I cannot believe this. You guys are blowing me away! Hello? McFly? (Back To The Future, reference). Here is Paul:

	“But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”

	He’s saying everything hinges on the resurrection so how could you people doubt it since it is the basic core issue of Christianity. He’s going over all the ways they’ve blown it with idols, the Lord’s Supper, sexual immorality, self-discipline, suing each other, division over leaders, etc. And now he gets to the resurrection, having a hard time believing, dealing with the idea that he even has Christ’s risen from the grave. You can almost feel Paul’s angst as the text continues to explain how the Corinthians are making the disciples out to be liars over the resurrection:

	“More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we testified about God that He raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise Him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people, most to be pitied.”

	He is saying it is a serious issue for them and him because, if none of them are saved, the whole thing is a pipe dream and they’re all still headed to hell. Paul is framing the argument another way and basically saying; Why would those who have died even get baptized while they were alive unless they understood that the dead would someday rise again? If the resurrection didn’t happen, everything we believe would be false and we have no hope beyond the grave. So, the flavor of the context throughout is about how the Corinthians are doubting the resurrection, which is the core of Christianity. Paul can’t believe they’re doubting it because, if Christ was not raised then we are all still stuck in our sins and the people who’ve already died certainly aren’t going to get a resurrected body.

	Now we jump from the end of verse 19 to verse 29, the one Mormonism cites for their baptism of the dead. Here Paul mentions those people, which of course means he is no longer talking about the Corinthians or himself, who would be either “me,” “we” Christians, or “you” Corinthians, right? So those people are referring to a different group of people besides Paul or Corinth folks. Here’s Paul:

	“Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them?”

	Here’s what’s interesting about that: Again, Corinth was not a good Christian example, as we can see from the amount of correction they need from Paul. Much of the reason may have been them being influenced by the culture of the day, which effected their beliefs and practices. It is certainly what goes on in a huge way for us even today. Well, the idea that the Corinthians had peer pressure makes more sense when you know this:

	“Just north of Corinth was the city named Eleusis. This was the location of a pagan religion where baptism in the sea was practiced guaranteeing a good afterlife, and baptism for the dead was practiced.”

	So, Paul is using a multitude of ways to convince the Corinthians. It’s the same practice from pastors today. We sometimes take 45 minutes to make a 5-minute point. But it is a disease we have, not being able to say something just once. If we think it is needed, we’re going to come around from another angle. And then maybe say it from a different one. And then if we still don’t think you’re getting it, we’ll hit you from a fourth angle. Then maybe present a fifth angle to be sure you’ve gotten it.

	So, Paul is just hitting them from many angles, like the lack of a resurrection, meaning we are stuck in our sins, so we are still doomed. And our Christian brothers and sisters in Christ, who have already died, they are doomed too.

	So now, with his next argument translated into Pastor Cronese, Paul is basically saying this sort of message to shame them:

	“Hey, do you want me to keep going? Okay, well, you guys know the Eleusians who live up north, right? They are the ones who baptize for dead people, right? But if there is no resurrection, why are they even doing that? Of course, it doesn’t help to baptize on behalf of corpses but even those non-Christian pagans know there is a resurrection. That is why they do it. And here you Corinthians are supposedly Christians, yet you’re denying the resurrection while even the pagans know the resurrection is real, because they do that worthless practice of baptizing the dead.”

	In Paul’s verse 29, he is not condoning the Eleusians’ behavior. He is just drawing a distinction with the shameful reality that even non-Christians know there is a resurrection, unlike many Corinthians. That’s all Paul is pointing out; he’s not recommending corpse baptism, like the Eleusians practice. In verse 29, all Paul is simply saying is,

	“If the dead are not raised at all, if you want to deny the resurrection, why then are they, the Eleusians, baptized for the dead (baptizing the dead).”

	He’s talking about the pagan Eleusians. He’s not talking about the Church. Paul did not say “we” so he is not promoting the practice of baptism of the dead. The pagans were doing that, and Paul used their practice as an illustration to shame the Corinthians who are supposed to be Christians. He’s saying that even non-Christians know baptism is real, so even they must believe in the resurrection, as opposed to those from Corinth. Here’s some commentary on that:

	“Paul’s point was simple. The resurrection is a reality. It is going to happen (for Christians) when Jesus returns. Even the pagans believe in the resurrection, otherwise, why would they baptize for the dead.”

	Demonstrating the many ways to rephrase a lesson, let me give you one last analogy: I could make you aware of the fact that, “Even non-Christians know chicken is bad for people.” And just like this idea from Joseph Smith and today’s Mormonism that 1 Corinthians 15:29 is telling us to go ahead and baptize the dead, Smith and Mormonism would represent what I said as, “Eat chicken.” But that’s not at all what I said. In fact, my point was obviously to avoid it. I said that everybody knows it is not good for you, including non-Christians. And by the way, they can read the articles just like me; seventy percent of chicken contains arsenic (you thought I was joking, right?). Read the article.

	So, I’m just giving that analogy to make the point that even non-Christians know it’s true. So, I’m certainly not condoning any chicken-chomping activities. It’s the same thing with Paul, who is saying, “Hey, you guys know those Eleusians, just north of you. Even those pagans, who do this crazy practice of baptizing the dead, know there is a resurrection.” Of course, Paul is not condoning baptism of the dead.

	But once again, just like Smith wrenching James 5 out of its context, what do he, and Mormonism do today, with 1 Corinthians 15:29? They rip it out of its context to claim it tells us to baptize the dead. But it’s not even referring to the Church, it doesn’t say “we,” Paul uses two different arguments about two different audiences, and, about baptism of the dead, it’s “those” and “them.”

	So that is the proper context and there is one last caution to throw in on this topic: If you confront a Mormon with this truth about 1 Corinthians 15:29, you might hear a challenge like this:

	“Well, that’s a nice argument about the two different audiences there and the idea that ‘they’ is a different group of people (who baptize for the dead) and not the Corinthians, but technically, in the Greek, the word ‘they’ doesn’t appear there.”

	Well, technically, it is not, and it is. The translated word, “baptizontai,” is a verb in the third-person plural. So, when it is translated correctly, do you just say, “baptize?” No, with third-person plural, “they,” is added to “baptize.”

	So, nice try and have a nice day, but the correct translation includes “they,” as in “they baptize.” I just had to mention that because, unfortunately, they will sometimes cite that false argument.

	That pretty much covers the Mormon practice of dead-folks baptism. In the next chapter we’re going to take a look at “Mormonism in a nutshell.” South Park is not a cartoon I’d recommend, but you may have seen a popular episode about Mormonism where they speed through many Mormon false teachings, beliefs, and practices. This next chapter will basically be that type of rundown but in written form. We’ll be tearing the religion apart and probably have a hard time finishing the material up in one chapter because there’s so much falsehood in it. But we’ll just need to cover as much as we can in that space and then move on.

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Five

	————————————

	Mormon god vs Christian God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	What is the core problem for Mormonism? Well as a quick recap, it is because the whole thing is based on Smiths’ burnt bosom. He felt it and that is how he discerned truth. But, of course, his is a recipe for disaster. Besides that, we don’t even know which account of his supposed events is true. Joseph Smith has explained nothing consistently about that time.

	Also, Mormon writings don’t even agree with each other, there’s no archaeological evidence for the people groups Smith invented, and the word “Mormon” does not mean what they claim, “more good.” The name, Mormon, was ripped off from the bogeyman of Smith’s time. We also saw that Mormonism has a history of being extremely racist, as well as claiming Joseph Smith was a martyr. I’m sorry but you’re not a martyr if you whip out a gun and kill people. Yes, the other Mormons were coming to possibly kill Smith, but a martyr does not return fire to kill.

	We also saw that Smith was involved in Freemasonry, as well as witchcraft. And in the last chapter we saw how Smith’s boast that he did what Jesus Christ could not do, keep His Church together, was just another lie. During and after Smith’s death, there have been so many splinter groups it’s hard to keep track of them all. And they keep spinning off even these days.

	With all due respect, we finished the last chapter with the Mormon’s crazy practice of baptizing the dead, which gives folks the false assumption that they will have a second chance even after they die. But they will not and that is the importance of this life right now. We must get it right in this life because this is our only chance. Hebrews 9:27 tells us man is appointed to die one time, and then have just one more chance, right? No! We die once and then face judgment.

	Where is all this study of Mormon history leading? We have looked at the background and nuances of Mormonism with Joseph Smith piecing it all together by grabbing beliefs and practices from all over the place. Well, what came from all that? We are going to try to layout “Mormonism in a nutshell.” Let’s talk about Smith’s hodgepodge of beliefs from wherever he could find them and regardless of any truth.

	Smith’s creation of his “monster,” his religion, was like picking out food at a buffet. You start out well with a good-looking piece of steak on your plate, then you add some nice potato, salad, and corn, as well as bread, and then maybe throw on salad dressing and other sauces. And then because you showed up very hungry, you just keep piling appetizing choices on until, by the time you get to the end of the buffet, your plate is a big blob of multi-colored mess. And you are wondering who barfed on your plate. Right?

	That perfectly describes the efforts of Joseph Smith to form his new religion. What we’re going to see is that his way of grabbing pieces of other faiths from all over the place and mixing it with Freemasonry and occult witchcraft, created his crazy whipped up story that is completely illogical because it’s not at all true. So, let’s get into Joe Smith’s monster mess of myth (in a nutshell):

	“Mormonism teaches that God used to be a man…”

	Whoa! What?! If God were a man, He could not be God. By definition, God is what is called the “Supreme Being.” Man is a “created” being, as opposed to God, who is “the one” Supreme Being. So right there at the outset, without even making it through a whole sentence, Smith’s story is false. And it gets worse as you go:

	“Mormonism teaches that God used to be a man on another world and that he became a god.”

	Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa! How do you become a God? Again, by definition, God is supreme, and what makes him so, is that He is not “just” everywhere present, all-knowing, and all-powerful, but also eternal and self-existent. He is not dependent upon anybody for His existence. Therefore, he always is and always was, so how could God later become God? It’s illogical. But Smith says He became a god and here are the classic cult-style works God supposedly used to become a god:

	“He became a god by following the laws and ordinances of his god on his home world.”

	What?! Now he is saying God had a God. But if God, by definition, is Supreme, which makes Him supreme is that there is no one higher, more supreme than Him, right? How can there be more than one god? Who would be supreme? It all begins to fall apart right from the start.

	So apparently, God was a man who lived on some random home planet where He (or is it, “she”) had a god before becoming God. I want to tear this apart a bit more because it’s a logical absurdity that is a core belief of Mormonism. This is their claim that our own works will supposedly achieve salvation for us and greater works will even allow us to live in their most sought-after kingdom coming in at the top spot out of three possibilities: the Celestial Kingdom.

	And the idea is related to what many people try to convince us of today, just as Peter warned in the Bible; he said scoffers would come in the last days saying, “Where is the promise of Christ’s coming? Nothing ever changes.” Scoffers today say nothing ever changes and we know that because millions and billions of years of evolution have always been happening and always will. But they are having a harder time today, because they can’t deny all the evidence coming out, including in the scientific community, for the argument of Intelligent Design. Yet they still don’t want to see that there is a God. People deliberately forget and refuse to look at any evidence of a Creator. As the latter half of Romans 1 says, the unrighteous don’t want to admit all the evidence that everything in the universe came from God, including us.

	So, with the bankrupt guess of Evolution now picked apart and revealing nothing there, what is it that the ungodly want to latch onto next, so they don’t have to acknowledge God? They’re saying aliens seeded our planet. They say that explains where we came from and it even works with the evidence of intelligent design. They will not say our existence has anything to do with a God who has rules for us to live by. Instead they would rather believe it was some benevolent aliens. Recently haven’t we seen more of the governments disclosing supposed extra-terrestrial visits to our earth? Even our U.S. government is ramping up the public release of UFO footage. Of course, in reality, these are not aliens from another planet, but instead, sightings of malevolent demons, as well as some being a secret advanced government and private technology.

	But either way, even if someone wants to tell you our origin was from alien brothers and sisters who seeded out planet, all you have to do is ask him this question: Where did those aliens come from? You know they will say it was from another higher-evolved space citizen who preceded them. But then who made those guys? The back and forth can go on forever, especially with those who’ve already grown up with the billion-of-years evolutionary mindset.

	It’s the same with the Mormons. According to them, any of us humans can become gods, who are endowed as such from other gods from other planets, who came from still other gods on other plants, who came from previous gods who live on different planets. It’s the exact same thinking people have today with the alien issue. But it never explains and settles the issue of origin. All the idea does is extend the supposed history back and back and back. However, no matter how many backs they want to throw out, neither Mormonism nor Evolution have any evidence or proof, whatsoever. So, their panacea is some obscure catchall idea that we can’t see evidence of it today. But if we could travel back those millions of years, we would find the proof. And if millions do not do it, how about we say billions of years? Yes, that should do it for almost anything. And we’ll keep “trillions” in our back pocket just in case. They just keep going back in time, avoiding the question of the inception.

	So that is what we see with the Mormon thing, where you can supposedly become a god if you do enough works and give enough money to the Mormon organization. But that cannot be because, first of all, there cannot be more than one God. By definition, there is only one God. That is just pure logic. Still, if we even gave them that, there can be more than one, who made the first god? It is called the “Cosmological Argument,” or the “Argument of Beginnings.” It’s in the very first verse, page, and chapter of the Bible:

	“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

	Breaking that down, in the beginning God created all time, space, and matter. He created the beginning of time, the heavens (space), and the earth (matter). That is the very first verse of the entire Scripture telling us about the existence of the one true God. Being self-existent, God is in the realm of eternity. God created a beginning of our time for us to be in and there will be an end of our time. So, we now live in our own realm of time given to us by God. God is above and beyond our time so He can see the beginning and end of time, all at the same time. That is what makes Him the One and Only Supreme Being.

	Now what pushback can we get from that idea? People will sometimes say, “Well, then who made God?” The problem with that question is that it is time based. By definition, a Supreme Being is above and beyond all that. And what makes Him supreme is He’s not dependent upon anyone for His existence. That is why He’s Supreme. With that said, Mormonism still claims, we can become a god. Well, wait a second; we can’t become a god because God has no beginning. When Moses asked God, “Who do I say that you are?” God replies simply: “I Am Who I Am.” He does not have a beginning because beginnings are a time-based question and He’s above and beyond all that. That is why He is Supreme.

	So how can Mormons believe humans can become God, or the Supreme Being, who by definition has no beginning, but every person on our planet celebrates something that even Mormons call, a “birthday.” A birthday celebrates that time when you began. I’ll just say mine was a bit longer than twenty-three years ago and later we’ll talk about lying.

	Whether a Mormon realizes it or not, when he or she celebrates their birthday, with a big cake and a fun group of their friends, they probably should adjust that old birthday song to something like,

	“Happy Birthday to Jimmy...who can’t become God, happy birthday to Jimmy...who’s disqualified from being God, because he is having a birthday, because he lives in God’s created time, happy birthday dear Jiiii..mmmy...who was born during the timeframe God made for him, happy birthday to Jimmy...who will always be just another God-created guy.”

	All of us who celebrate our birthday are commemorating our beginning. But God by definition has no beginning. So, it’s completely illogical to think people can become gods. Our beginnings disqualify us.

	Also, what disqualifies us is that there can never be a plurality or Gods, because then none of them would be supreme. So, the LDS story that a supposed God made another God, cannot be because the second one can’t be God. He is dependent upon the first God for his existence. And yet that is Mormonism’s whole trail of evidence. A god-guy made another god-guy, who made another, and so on until one of those in the god lineage is going to wave a magic wand one day, if you’re a good Mormon and make you another god. To say we become a god is illogical to the core, but it is the center of the whole Mormon belief system.

	So, what does the Bible say, because all of that above is from one or more of Mormonism’s four sources of truth? As we have seen in so much of our studies of, World Religion, Cults & The Occult, these extra sources, which cults revere outside the Bible are what make it so challenging to witness to people. They say they follow the Bible but really don’t. Even the Catholics have a bible that is not the same as the Christian Bible. Catholicism also follows the teachings and ruling of the popes, church councils, and their early church fathers. When witnessing to them using the Bible, they can just dance around into all the other doctrine they also hold as sacred. But since those sources are outside the Scripture, much of their content is contradictory to the Bible.

	The Mormons do the same thing. They say that they follow the Bible, but they also revere the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price. Including the lip service, they give to the Bible, those are the four documents they would say are inspired. Again, if you do quote the Christian Bible to show them Mormons errors in their beliefs, they will just bounce around through those other so-called sacred works they use, to supersede God’s Word in the Bible. Here is what Scripture actually says about God in Deuteronomy 4:35 and 4:39, 1 Kings 8:60, and Isaiah 44:8 and 45:5, respectively:

	“You were shown these things so that you might know that the Lord is God; besides him there is no other.”

	“Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in Heaven above and on earth below. There is no other.”

	“So that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and there is no other.”

	“Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

	“I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God.”

	So, one of the four books Mormons revere, as an inspired source from God, can’t possibly make it any clearer, that there is only one God. So, Mormonism’s whole version of eternity, with some random god populating other gods and them creating more gods, is completely contradictory to one of the four sources they themselves say they hold up as the truth. The Mormon organization cannot have it both ways. In fact, when you break it down to the details, the Mormon’s version of God is not even close to what the Christian God is. So, they can’t even call their belief system Christian. With that in mind, here is the first of two video transcripts I want to give you in this chapter and the first is titled, “The Mormon God vs. The Christian God”:

	“Who is the God of the Mormons? Is He the same God as in the Bible? Let’s compare:

	“The God that Joseph Smith and his successors taught, is a man of the same race as we are, who, although he did sin, earned his godhood while living on a planet just like we do.

	“The Christian God is not a man or even like one, has existed eternally unchanged, and has thus never sinned.

	“The Mormon God used to worship, and is still subservient to, the god of the planet he came from. The god of that planet also came from another planet under a different god, who came from another planet under a different god, so on and so forth into eternity. And by practicing Mormonism to its fullest, men on earth can carry on this process, becoming the same kind of god.

	“The Christian God is totally Sovereign in His power, subservient to no one, and certainly no link in an eternal god-making chain. He says, ‘I Am the First and I Am the Last. Besides me there is no God. And before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.’ It couldn’t be any clearer: Mormons need a caveat here that God was only talking about this particular universe, but that’s just not in the text.

	“As a man, the Mormon God has a flesh and bones body, is therefore physically limited to one place at a time, can only rearrange matter and not create it, and can only make intelligent beings by physical procreation with the Heavenly mother.

	“The Christian God created everything, physical and spiritual, from nothing; and therefore, is bound by no limitations, including a body.

	“To sum it all up, the Christian God is the all-powerful self-existent incomparable Supreme Being.

	“The Mormon God is merely a super man and a drop in an eternal bucket of gods; more like the demi-gods of ancient mythology than the God of the Bible.

	“These are not merely different beliefs about the same God since they are irreconcilable at the most fundamental level and simply cannot exist in the same being. If one is true, the other must necessarily be false, just another so-called god, an idol. Clearly Mormons and Christians do not worship the same Deity (God) and therefore cannot share the religious identity of ‘Christian’ in any meaningful way since the true Christ and true gospel can only come from the true God.

	“Here’s one more important difference: The Mormon God allows those who worship false gods to still go to Heaven, even giving them a second chance after death to become gods themselves.

	“The Christian God condemns the prophets, priests, and worshipers of false gods, to eternal torment and does not offer a second chance after death. But anyone who turns to Him, by believing and trusting in the real Jesus, will be forgiven of all their sins, and will be saved from eternal torment, to eternal life with Him.”

	The two are not even close! Their concept and claim that we can become a god goes to the core of who God is. Again, when they knock on our doors they strongly profess to believe in Jesus and God. They will even say God the Father, and Heavenly Father, but they are not talking about the same Supreme Being. Their version is not even in the same ballpark as the Christian understanding of God. In fact, they are past the ballpark, city, and the whole state; probably somewhere in the Land of Oz, rubbing elbows with the Wicked Witch of the West.

	Again, this idea of humans becoming gods sounds like the demi-gods with their superpowers from Greek and Roman mythology, Zeus, Jupiter, Apollo, Neptune, and others. So now knowing about Smith, my question is this: Where did he get the Mormon demi-god thing? Well, what was the pattern of his behavior? He co-opted other people’s ideas to form his new religion. He grabbed a little from here, picked some up from there, took a chunk from another religion, and even made up parts of it up. So, who knows? Maybe he did grab the superman-god idea from mythology. Or maybe it was just his arrogance. I don’t know but according to Mormonism, here is what good Mormons can become, and this is directly from their Doctrine and Covenants, section 132, verse 20:

	“Then they shall be gods, because they have no end; therefore, shall they be from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then they shall be above all, because all things are subject unto them. They shall be gods.”

	So that’s really what they believe. In fact, Mormonism has a popular phrase from a Mormon guy named, Lorenzo Snow, back in 1840, in Nauvoo, Illinois, where the whole religion started. And of course, old Lorenzo had his own vision, which he was sure had come from God, just like so many other false teachers. Our issue since Adam and Eve has been non-human beings talking to us, so we think they must be from God, or at least say we think that, or maybe we just call it secret information from a helpful spirit. So I’ll tell you again: When anyone professes to have had a so-called “vision” from God or they say, “God told them to tell you this or that…” you need to run! Remember our helpful acronym for LDS: “Leave! Don’t Stop!”

	So, Mr. Snow had a vision where he was supposedly informed that Mormons can become gods. I quoted from their Doctrine of Covenants above, but this is how Snow encapsulated the teaching from his so-called vision, which became the organization’s doctrine:

	“As man now is, God once was: As God now is, man may be become.”

	That is where it came from. The idea became what Joseph Smith taught and Mormons believe, even still today. Were there probably other sources Smith could have gotten the man-god idea from? Again, it also could have been mythology or even his own arrogance and it certainly could have come from Hinduism, which we did a detailed study about called, Hinduism & The Dangers of Yoga. Of course, Hinduism is nothing new. It’s been around much longer than Smith so maybe he had contact with those ideas and snatched a few of them up for his own. If you haven’t seen our study, Hinduism believes we can become gods and goddesses. In fact, they have 330 million different gods and goddesses to choose from, which is kind of what Mormonism teaches.

	Even in our study of New Agers, New Age & The Last Days Deception, we saw that people like Shirley MacLaine and many, many, others claimed to have so-called spirit guides. We looked at a video of MacLaine on the beach talking with a modern-day guru-type guy. Like many in New Age, MacLaine believes she is, and blatantly claims to be, God. And with this next New Age practice, unfortunately I myself have been there and wish I hadn’t gotten the t-shirt; New Age has so-called spirit guides, which are beings New Agers communicate with to supposedly learn the great truths of life. But they may call those things whatever they’d like, the Bible rightly tells us they are malevolent familiar spirits out to do us harm. In fact, Scripture commands us to have nothing to do with them. Here is a quote from one supposed spirit, sharing its deceptions with mankind:

	“We are here in your moment of realization, in the moment you come to meet with your divinity, in the moment when you finally accept that which you truly are.”

	And that realization is the idea that we are God. When we understand what the Bible means by that entity being a familiar spirit, can we trust anything it says? No! Scripture says that familiar spirit is a demon. And hey, that rings a bell with our Mormon study, right? Smith was deeply involved in demonic activities and claimed to have visitations from familiar spirits. So, I don’t know but maybe he got this god idea from one of those creatures.

	Now here is an “important” message from our UFO space “brothers,” (supposed aliens), who apparently came all the way across the universe just to tell us this:

	“We feel very honored this day to sit before the humans, who have chosen to be among the first to step into their divinity; to walk as complete divine beings clothed in human flesh.”

	Hmmm, that’s interesting. Even those critters claiming to be our space brother (but really are brothers to the other demons, or even the same demons), are repeating that exact lie the others did. And in another prominent example of demons selling this exact same narrative, to another huge swath of humanity, Catholicism’s apparitions of Mary are also just familiar spirit duping those folks and leading them away from Jesus. Catholic leadership claims Mary is a co-redemptrix, which means Catholics are told they must go to her to be saved. It is not only to attain heaven, but also to be saved from destruction. And Catholicism actually teaches worship of this familiar spirit entity they call Mary, which is nothing but the same message using a different delivery method, coming from the same legion of demons. Here is that apparition demon giving Catholics the same message we’ve seen often from familiar spirits:

	“We are not striving for perfection, as we are already perfect. What we’re striving for, is to remember our perfection. We are not divided into parts since God is us; therefore, we are God.”

	That’s pretty wild and lends more credibility to the strong theory that Smith probably saw an apparition similar to the “Virgin Mary,” which is not the Virgin Mary at all, but instead, a demonic apparition. And hey, do you want one more? What other group that Smith was involved with, also believes in the gods-and-goddesses concept? It is witchcraft, which Smith practiced. Wiccans believe we all have a god within us. Here is what they claim, which is just the same old demon deceit:

	“The existence of the supreme divine power is known as ‘The One,’ or ‘The All.’ ‘The All’ is not separate from the universe, but part of it. That from ‘The All’ came the god and goddess who are manifested in various forms in the universe. Divinity is within.”

	Smith and his family were deeply involved with witchcraft so he could have easily gotten the concept through the occult. And maybe he cobbled it together from all these similar practices because, again, he just hodgepodged and duct taped the whole mess into his money machine. So, we can’t pin down his exact ultimate source or the particular avenue chosen to get to his false teaching about men becoming gods, but I can tell you the original culprit is mentioned in Genesis, chapter 3. Where does the idea come from that we can become gods? It’s the lie of satan, in the Garden of Eden, right? The devil said this to Eve in Genesis 3:5:

	“For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God…”

	Satan is the source for that prevalent lie that he and demons (familiar spirits) still push today. It certainly did not come from God, as Smith and so many others contend. And in my opinion, what’s also wild about this pervasive false teaching, that familiar spirits have been duping people with ever since the devil first did it, is that the belief is helping to prepare our planet to receive the soon-coming Antichrist. Why would I say that? It’s because, according to 2 Thessalonians 2, this Antichrist guy is going to do something abominable at the midpoint of Revelation’s Seven-Year Tribulation. He will go up into the rebuilt Jewish Temple and do this:

	“He will oppose and exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.”

	This Antichrist figure is going to be a political person on the world scene. But what type of political figure would followers literally worship as a god? It rhymes Obama. You may have seen some of the deity-like artwork with rays of light emanating from behind Obama’s head and even people talking about him being a transcended sort of person. So, we’ve even seen people do that right here in the U.S., not to mention many of the world’s dictators, like Joseph Stalin and Mao Tse-tung, who were worshipped by some of their people.

	Likewise, Revelation talks about how most of the planet, “the inhabitants of the earth,” the unredeemed who will follow the Antichrist, will actually worship the guy as God. It seems hard to imagine but what belief systems will aid in duping folks with that lie? The answer is many like Mormonism, New Age, Hinduism, apparitions of Mary, familiar-spirit UFO space brothers, and on and on. When you stir all those false teaching together, which are happening here at the same time, what is the helpful result for a future Antichrist? Those lies are leading towards one really big lie to come. They are actually helping people get prepared to receive the lie of worshiping the Antichrist as God.

	And Mormonism is one faith that will not have a problem with, because the idea is built into their beliefs. But hey, at least it is comforting to know that the Church isn’t being impacted with the lie that we can be gods, right? For those of you wondering, yes, that is what’s called sarcasm. Let me give you a couple of examples of these “hairless ticks,” or heretics. One such television personality is Benny Hinn, who says this:

	“When you say, ‘I am a Christian,’ you are saying, ‘I am mashiach’ in the Hebrew. I am a little messiah walking on earth... That is a shocking revelation.... May I say it like this? You are a little god on earth running around... Christians are little messiahs and little gods on earth. I am a God man. I am a sample of Jesus. I’m a super being.”

	No, you are a false teacher. And is supposedly part of the Church. Of course, attendance of any particular Church service doesn’t save you, just as sitting in a barn doesn’t make you a cow. But this is the type of false teaching coming from today’s supposedly Christian pulpits. So even people who go to Church services are being prepared for this big lie of the Antichrist. Let me give you another one, this time Paul Crouch:

	“Somebody said, I don’t know who said it, but they claim that you Faith teachers declare that we are gods. You are a god. I am a god. Well, are you a god? I am a little god! I have His name. I’m one with Him. I am in covenant relation. I am a little god! Critics, be gone!”

	No! You be gone because you’re a false teacher. Crouch has since died so, with all due respect, he knows better now. Here’s Kenneth Copeland:

	“Jesus is no longer the only begotten Son of God. You are not a spiritual schizophrenic, half-God and half-satan, you are all God. You don’t have a God in you; you are one. I say this with all respect, so it doesn’t upset you too bad, but I say it anyway. When I read in the Bible where He, Jesus says, ‘I Am,’ I just smile and say, ‘Yes, I Am too!’ “

	What?! Again, that is going on in the supposed Church. He is making a divinity statement. Here’s Kenneth Hagen:

	“The believer is called Christ, that’s who we are; we’re Christ... You are as much the Incarnation of God as Jesus Christ…”

	No, we’re not! We are man. He is God. Here is one last one from Morris Cerullo:

	“You’re not looking at Morris Cerullo; you’re looking at God. You’re looking at Jesus.”

	No, I’m looking at a heretic. Excuse me?! That’s crazy but all those quotes, supposedly from inside the Christian Church, show us that the false teachings preparing us for the big lie of the Antichrist are not just coming from cults like Mormonism and New Age teachings from people like Oprah, as well as Hinduism, but here in the last days the preparatory lies are even creeping into the Church. Can you believe that? Two thousand years ago, when John was writing Revelation, can you imagine him seeing what the Holy Spirit let him view with this stuff and him just thinking, “Yeah, right. How in the world would the whole planet end up worshiping some random guy as God?! You’ve got to be kidding me!” But we’re seeing that the lie is spreading over the whole planet these days, even in the Church.

	So that is the Mormon god and goddess thing; gods are making more gods all over the universe so the whole belief amounts to, “Here a god, there a goddess, everywhere a god and goddess.” But it gets even worse: apparently God got lonely, which cannot be, because that denies God’s character. He didn’t and doesn’t need anything or anyone. Here is more of the Mormon explanation of God and remember that God supposedly used to be a man on another planet but became a god by following the laws of His god on His home world:

	“God brought His wife to this world, a woman He had married on the other world. She is, essentially, a goddess.”

	Well, where did she come from? And how can she be a Goddess if God, by definition, is the one and only Supreme Being? That means there is no one bigger or better, as your story just invents one god after another, so who’s really the Supreme One that is needed to have a real God? And God’s so-called Goddess wife had her beginning on the other planet, as he did so how could either be God, who has no beginning? Hey, that birthday thing messes it up every time, right? It goes on:

	“In His present God-state, He rules our world.”

	Smith is referring to his version of our Heavenly Father, which is what Mormonism teaches today and has no resemblance to the Heavenly Father of Scripture, especially with this part from the Mormon doctrine:

	“He has a body of flesh and bones.”

	Whoa, whoa, whoa! In John 4:24, what does the Bible say about the Heavenly Father? Here’s what Jesus told us:

	“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and truth.”

	God the Father is spirit, so He does not have a body. That is a major difference from what Mormons teach. When I’ve witnessed to some, we go round and round on beliefs like that. Invariably they will give Bible passages, that supposedly back them up, like how the Old Testament talks about the Ten Commandments being written by the “finger” of God. So, there it is, right? He has a body like a man! No, even in Scripture that is what is called anthropomorphism. God is just using our language in an attempt to explain who He is.

	For a similar example, look at Psalm 91:4 where it tells us “God will cover you with His feathers; under His wings you will find refuge.” Applying the same Mormon logic, apparently God’s a giant space-chicken. No, it is just language we’ll understand, explaining how God will take care of us. It’s not meant to be taken literally, just as it’s ridiculous to think God is a huge finger. So, the Mormons are searching for anything to twist as a supposed support for Smith’s kooky ideas.

	People use anthropomorphisms all the time. One day my wife said something that would have really freaked me out if she meant it literally. But it’s something ladies will say. When our daughter Rebecca was a very little, crumb-snatcher, just a tiny baby, I overheard my wife say this and it scared me. She didn’t just wrap Rebecca in a blanket; I heard her say she wrapped her up like “a burrito.” I thought she was going to eat her! No, that’s just a phrase a woman uses to describe how snug they wrap the baby so the arms can’t move. I think that looks like a torture technique but moms like it.

	So, give me a break! Mormons fail to prove God has a body?! It’s just another example of how they rip Bible verses out of their context and it’s even completely illogical. But let’s move on:

	“Since God and His wife are both exalted persons, they each possess physical bodies. In their exalted states as deities, they produce spirit children that grow and mature in this spiritual realm.”

	Now this is supposed a God and Goddess, who have a child, which isn’t biblical anyway, but even if we were to concede that, what does having a God for a Father, and a Goddess for a Mother, make that child? The baby would also be a God, right? Keep that in mind as the explanation of what the Mormons believe continues:

	“The first spirit born was Jesus. Afterwards Lucifer was born along with the rest of us.”

	Okay, wait a second. They’re saying Jesus, Lucifer, and the rest of those offspring came from our Heavenly Father, God, and His supposed Wife, a Goddess. So apparently, it’s not just Jesus, but also Lucifer who is a God. They are saying satan is not a fallen angel. Mormons see the devil as a God. That must be music to the devil’s ears! But satan is not God, as much as he’d like to be. And he will never be God. In fact, Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 talk about what caused satan’s fall; he wanted to be God. Lucifer said the five times, “I will”:

	“I will ascend into heaven...I will exalt my throne...I will sit also upon the mount of congregation...I will ascend above the heights of the clouds...I will be like the Most-High.”

	God cast satan out and a third of the angels went with him. But Mormonism presents two separate ideas there that are both really crazy. First, Scripture tells us Satan is a fallen angel, which is not the same thing as God. Angels are created beings, as opposed to God who is uncreated because he is self-existent. Angels are powerful but compared to God they’re as weak as a hair on a flea. Secondly, Mormon doctrine claims these supposedly divine parents birthed Jesus first and then satan, which means they’re claiming Jesus and satan are brothers?! This is crazy! Jesus is the Son of God and satan is no relation to Jesus. Instead, satan is a created being who fell into sin.

	This stuff gets more and more weird. And do you know why? It’s all the result of a lie. When Smith decided to bypass truth and just cobble together false teachings from a number of sources, including fabricating of his own, this is what you get. And this is why it’s easy to pick apart biblically and even logically. It makes no sense. But these are their beliefs in a nutshell. Let’s continue:

	“Mormonism teaches that we all preexisted in the spirit realm, having been produced from the union of God and his Goddess wife. Therefore, we all existed in spirit form before coming down and entering the bodies of human babies, that are being born on Earth. During this ‘compression’ into the infant state, the memories of their pre-existence are ‘veiled.’ “

	That compression, they say, is because we were all in God form, being naturally birthed Gods from our God and Goddess, before coming down into new babies. I watch a video of a Mormon lady who said that Mormons used to teach that a new-born baby cries because an adult God form had to compress into that baby, more wild stuff. And of course, there is no biblical justification of any of this. God did form us in our mother’s womb, but it was the One true God who made that happen and not the result of some common union of just another God and a Goddess. And we did not pre-exist before we had the beginning God created for us. Here’s more Mormon doctrine:

	“God the Father, who is called Elohim…”

	There’s another problem. Genesis 1:26 gives an account of creation where the One self-existent God said this:

	“Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds the air, over livestock, and over all the earth itself and all the creatures that move along the ground.”

	Who are Us there? It’s Elohim, which is plural. It’s the plural Hebrew word, “Elohim,” referring to the Trinity, which includes God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is an important verse to bring up during witnessing, especially if you are talking with a Jewish person who wants to deny the Trinity. Right there on the first page of the Bible, even the Jewish Bible, it uses the plural Elohim.

	About that, I’ve said this many times, people want to claim the Trinity is three Gods. But it’s not. By mentioning the Trinity, we’re not preaching Mormonism. Mormons wrongly look at the Trinity as representing 1 + 1 + 1 = 3. But instead, we are dealing with something that is all one God. It’s 1 x 1 x 1 = 1. The classic example is water, which when left alone is liquid, frozen becomes a solid, and heated it becomes a vapor. Which is not water? God is only one, but he presents Himself as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. And 1 x 1 x 1, still ends up at 1. That is what is going on there.

	Here’s why I point this out with Mormonism because Joseph Smith wanted to sound spiritual, so he used the Hebrew word, “Elohim.” But apparently not well studied on the term, he mistakenly applied it to a singular entity. So, he got that completely wrong, which is no shocker. What he came up with is just bizarre, which is why the whole thing easily falls apart since he just made it up as he went. With that in mind, let’s go back to the analysis of their views, with the understanding that Smith is using the plural “Elohim” but mistakenly thinking it’s a singular entity:

	“God the father, who is called Elohim, was concerned for the future salvation of the people on earth. In the heavenly realm, the Father had a plan for the salvation of the world. Jesus endorsed the Father’s plan. Lucifer did not.”

	Again, Smith says Jesus and Lucifer are brothers and of course that would also make Lucifer a God, instead of a fallen angel, which is all more craziness from Smith’s mish-mashed made-up history.

	“Lucifer became jealous and rebelled. In his rebellion he convinced a large portion of the spirits existing in heaven to side with him and oppose God.”

	Remember, he’s talking about what he says is our random God, who is just one of countless Gods.

	“God being more powerful than they, cursed these rebellious spirits to become demons. They can never be born in human bodies.”

	Okay, wait a minute; so, all these spirits are supposedly coming from a God and Goddess, which is illogical and unbiblical, but following Smith’s faulty train of thought, everyone born from that God couple would be God, right? So not only is he saying Jesus and satan are brothers, and satan is a God, but now all these spirits who rebelled and turned into demons, are also gods. He is actually claiming demons are Gods, like he tells us satan is a God. The whole thing continues to crumble like a wet cookie (and wait until I give you the disgusting moldy part of that expired cookie with Smith’s creepy claim about Jesus natural birth parents).

	“The remaining spirits sided with God. Since they chose the better way, when it comes time for them to live on earth, they have the privilege of being born in races and locations that are relative to their condition and choice made in the spirit realm.”

	So, these spirits supposedly get to decide the circumstance they are born into. But Who is the author and finisher of our lives? I love Job 14:5, which says God has determined the length of our lives and we will not get a minute longer or moment less. Who formed us in our mother’s womb? It is all at God’s direction. He decides whether we are born and when we die. We are born at His appointed time and we will die that same way. We have nothing to do with it. Unless the Rapture happens first, I agree with what one guy said: I don’t know about you, but personally, when it comes to dying, I’m going to try making it the last thing I do.

	But technically, even dying is not in my hands. Here is another thing to consider. This story of Smith’s mentions three groups of deciders about whether to support God’s plan. Two groups were supposedly those who either did or did not side with God.

	Again, by “God” Smith means the Heavenly Father but it is not the same entity as our Christian Heavenly Father who is the one and only God of the Trinity with Jesus and the Holy Spirit. His God the Father supposedly came from a previous God who was on another world with this other God, who was with a previous God on another world and on and on.

	But whatever God he’s talking about, remember that Smith says those who sided with “God” get to choose who they will be and also great places to live, which I’m sure means they’ll be close to a Mormon Temple were they can become good practicing Mormons, who will eventually get back to being gods. And those who did not side with “God” supposedly became the demons.

	Now what does Mormonism teach about the third group who remained neutral in the Mormon version of satan’s rebellion? Who did those spirits supposedly go into and become on earth? Mormons say they are the black African race. Using their words and not mine, Mormonism actually claims, those remaining neutral were “cursed with black skin.” We talked about that earlier in the historical discussion of Mormonism’s extreme racism, which is easy to show. He is actually claiming dark skinned people are all cursed. How racist is that?! Let’s continue with what they say about salvation:

	“In the Mormon plan of salvation, there needed to be a Savior: Jesus.”

	Again, like many cults, they’ll say, “Hey, we believe in Jesus.” But you have to dig into what they mean by “Jesus” because it’s not the Christian Jesus.

	“But Jesus was a spirit in heaven. For him to be born on earth, Brigham Young, the second prophet of the Mormon church, said that instead of letting any other man do it, God the Father did it with Mary.”

	Yes, have no doubt, Young is talking about God and Mary have sexual relations, a physical encounter. Is that the same belief of Christianity that holds to the Virgin Birth? No, it was the Holy Spirit who overshadowed Mary so there were no physical relations going on here. Are you kidding me?! What is this craziness?! Unfortunately, there is more:

	“He said that the birth of our Savior was as natural as the birth of our parents.”

	But if Jesus had an actual birth, you and I are doomed. We are all headed straight to hell because that would mean the sin nature would have passed to Him, which means He would have sinned so He could not have been the perfect sacrifice. As Christians, that’s why we maintain the truth of the Virgin Birth. Wow! Here’s more and if the ridiculous story hasn’t been terrible enough already, this is where it even gets creepy, if you stop and think logically, let alone biblically, about the situation Bridgman Young is describing:

	“Essentially, what this means is that Brigham Young taught that God the Father came down and had relations with Mary, His spirit daughter, to produce the body of Jesus.”

	Remember, like all the other spirits in our specific God’s world, ultimately, they are saying Mary was the naturally birthed daughter of God the Father and Mary’s Mother the Goddess; just like everyone else in our world. Then understand Young is claiming Mary had a sexual relationship with her Father, who is still making babies with Mary’s Goddess Mother. Mormonism leadership is saying this physical relationship between God, and his daughter produced Jesus.

	“Though many Mormons will not entertain such incestuous thoughts about God and Mary, this is what Brigham Young taught and as far as we know, this has not been denied by the Mormon church.”

	The lies from Joseph Smith, that were continued and added to by Brigham Young, are bad enough, but then they actually created incest out of the Virgin Birth, turning it into a creepy physical encounter between God and his daughter. Telling us Jesus’ birth was from a human sex act perpetrated by God, has its own set of problems, but then they go as far as turning it into an incest thing. Excuse me?!

	Yet, Mormons will knock on our door and say they are Christian. No, you are not. Wow, you have got to be kidding me. Adding more crazy details, here is what Mormonism claims about Jesus’ experience with matrimony and diapers:

	“Nevertheless, Jesus was born, got married, and had children.”

	Let’s take a look at what the Bible says about that. John 2:1 does mention Jesus and a wedding in Cana, Galilee. However, Jesus was invited to that ceremony, which means it was not His own wedding. Do you realize that you are not invited to your own wedding? You are expected to be there, right? And many of us men probably managed to show up on time. But Jesus was invited to that one, so he was a guest.

	Also, as for Jesus and weddings, in essence He will be married on a later date at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, which is biblical. But that is speaking of His marriage to us, the Christian Church. Again, that is in the future. So, no one can say Jesus has already been married. And like Mormonism, there are a couple other groups preaching the lie that Jesus has been married. We dealt with this in our introduction to apologetics series, Defenders of the Faith. There is a tiny artifact out there that people are calling the “Gospel of Jesus’ Wife” papyrus. Of course, giving it a name doesn’t make it real, but the item is just a fragment of papyrus and I mean an itty-bitty piece.

	Imagine if I wrote a one-page document and someone ripped it up into small pieces, which I know is mostly what people do with my sermon notes. No, I hope not, but seriously, if someone tore my one page of writing into a hundred pieces, threw them up in air, and then grabbed just one piece of it, what could that small fragment say? It could be almost any word, right? What if it said, “The chicken,” or anything with chicken? Would you assume Pastor Billy was promoting chicken like it was real food? No! But even from what you know of me, you could add context and probably adequately fill in the blank with a very different message. And when the other pieces are found it would reveal that I really said the opposite of what was attributed to me. In reality it would be, “The chicken is evil! Run!” That is consistent with my other statements, right?

	So, deceivers can rip out a tiny fragment of any document and claim it represents whatever they would like. In this case there is a little piece someone has out there that says, “Jesus said to them, ‘my wife...’ “ From that they claim Jesus had a wife. But as we just mentioned, He could have been talking about the Church. And that is even if the artifact is authentic, which it’s not. This document they cite was written three hundred years later. It is called a spurious document because it came after the Bible and is just a tiny piece so there isn’t even any context to it.

	So as far as Jesus supposedly having a wife, that fragment is one of the places the idea comes from. And by the way, from the Gospels we have an abundance of details about Jesus’ life on earth. What do we see there? Though the Bible talks a lot about His family, including His mother, dad, brothers, and sisters, it never says Jesus was married.

	And by the way, Jesus was the oldest brother, right? That’s actually not a trick question. In our study, Seventh Day Adventists And The False Prophecies of Ellen G. White, we saw that the so-called prophetess of theirs, who wrote much of the cult’s doctrine, said this about Jesus:

	“All this displeased His brothers. Being older than Jesus, they felt that He should be under their dictation.”

	I guess she didn’t grasp the whole Virgin Birth idea. But hey, maybe she could tell us if Adam had a belly button; or what came first, the chicken or the egg. Spoiler: God created the chicken first, unfortunately. But Scripture gives us all those details about Jesus’ life and family, so you would think it would record if He had a wife. Of course, their assertion is not backed up in Scripture because the idea is a bunch of baloney.

	Now besides Mormonism and a tiny piece of papyrus, here is another source propagating the idea that Jesus was married; I don’t have a lot of time to go into the guy’s stuff, but his name is, Dan Brown. He wrote a popular book, which become a movie by the same name, The Da Vinci Code. Talk about a bunch of baloney! It’s a very entertaining book and the movie stared Tom Hanks. The basic premise is that there are secrets the Church is hiding. Some of those are that Jesus was not divine, He married Mary Magdalene, the two of them had children, and Magdalene is a Goddess, so we need to worship her instead of Jesus.

	When people hear this stuff, some think, “Well hey, Brown must have done his homework, right? He must have really researched it if he wrote a book, right?” No, his whole creative fictional project had nothing to do with what we know as fact from the Bible. You would think that if a person is going to write something about Jesus, they would have had to at least deal with the Bible, since it is the ultimate source of information on Jesus. Whether Dan Brown believes Scripture or not, he still needed to address it. But he didn’t and let me give you the sketchy writings he did get his baloney from: The Goddess in the Gospels: Reclaiming the Sacred Feminine, Jesus and the Lost Goddess, and, When God Was a Woman.

	Amongst many other false representations Brown makes, let me give you a few. He says the Bible is a product of man and not of God. Is that true? No. Our study, Did The Bible Really Come From God? was a deep dive into the truth that all Scripture is certainly inspired of God. Brown also says Mary Magdalene secretly traveled to France, found safe refuge in the Jewish community, and gave birth to a daughter whose name was Sarah. Do you know how much evidence there is for that whopper? It rhymes with zero. He made it up. It is a complete fabrication.

	Brown says the Virgin Birth of Jesus was metaphorical and the Bible is a product of countless translations, additions, and revisions. With all due respect, and it is all especially bad considering Brown is a book researcher, that former claim shows Brown’s ignorance of the Bible and the latter one displays his complete unfamiliarity with the way Scripture came to us. Brown also says the Bible was assembled by Emperor Constantine. But of course, it wasn’t, and the Bible was established before that time.

	He says the deity of Jesus Christ was invented at the Council of Nicaea. But again, it came before that time from Scripture. These assertions are easy to dismiss with even a little research. He also has no evidence for saying that early Christians practiced Goddess worship. And he says Christianity borrowed its ideas from pagan sources. Again, that is not true, and we proved it in great detail using a third of our entire study, Hinduism & The Dangers of Yoga. We demonstrated that the biblical account was the first; well before all the other accounts of various spurious religions developing after Genesis 11’s Tower of Babel incident. For that event, those false religions spread. That is why there seems to be similarities between other religions and what we read in the Bible. It is not because they are true but only newer beliefs that perverted the original biblical root. So, Brown also furthers that lie.

	Brown says the Dead Sea Scrolls contained the earliest Christian writings. But the Dead Sea Scrolls were written before Christianity even existed. How could they write about the future of Christianity? So even historically, he didn’t get it right. And again, there is also his idea that Jesus married Mary Magdalene, who should be worshiped as a Goddess.

	So, this assertion of a human Jesus getting married is backed by nothing but unreliable Mormonism, the spurious papyrus artifact, and Dan Brown’s very popular, but badly researched and completely unbiblical, Da Vinci Code, which cites very sketchy sources.

	Now let’s get back to our look at Mormonism in a nutshell: Just so far, how many lies have we run into? We’ve lost count, right? And why is that? It’s because more and more lies are exactly what you get when your whole premise begins with one big lie. That’s what you get when some random occult-witchcraft guy like Smith, grabs from all kinds of separate false teachings, picking different pieces of each, and then just piling them together on one plate to make an ugly goulash of lies. And in order to deal with that mess, Mormonism has had to compulsively lie ever since.

	Now let’s continue on and notice how they don’t say Christ died for all sins. He just paid for sins. Because, according to Mormonism, we have to finish the job ourselves since Jesus’ work on the cross wasn’t enough to secure our place in Heaven:

	“Nevertheless, Jesus was born, got married, and had children. He died on the cross and paid for sins—but not on the cross only. According to Mormonism, the atonement of Christ was not only on the cross. It had begun in the Garden of Gethsemane before he went to the cross. In Mormonism, men and women have the potential of becoming gods. President Lorenzo Snow said, ‘As god once was, man is. As God is, man may become.’”

	All this about how we supposedly become gods, has been quite a mouthful, and with all due respect, I might have fallen for it, if I wasn’t thinking straight while battling severe flu and fever. But either way, let’s finally get to Mormonism’s claims about how we get to Heaven; just tell us the Mormon way to get there. How do we attain the Mormon afterlife goal? And keep in mind that Christianity is not about doing, it is about what Jesus has already done. The Christian’s life is not about earning our salvation ourselves. Instead, it is about receiving Christ’s gift. With that in mind, according to Mormonism, here is what we supposedly can do to become a god, which again is illogical because every one of us celebrates a birthday.

	“In order to reach this exalted state of godhood, a person must first become a good Mormon, pay a ten percent tithe to the Mormon church, (We’ll get to that drastic underestimate in a minute,) follow various laws and ordinances of the church, and be found worthy.”

	What does Scripture say about our worthiness? All of our attempts at righteousness are like filthy rags compared to God. None of us are worthy to get to Heaven. That is why Jesus’ gift is called Grace. It’s why Jesus had to come and die on the cross. If we have to finish the job, then why would He even go to the cross? It’s crazy but notice all the works Mormonism has them do. What was the big one in there? You’ve got to pay, and the cash must be given to the Mormon organization. Now I looked high and low for the source I had been quoting for years, which said the Mormon tithe actually amounted to thirty percent. I could not locate it for this study, but I completely disagree with their assertion that the Mormon tithe comes out to just the ten percent they’re claiming. And I will demonstrate that in a minute. Maybe where I originally got that thirty percent was from people adding all the required contributions with the resulting statistic, not far off from the thirty percent. You’ll see when I get into that.

	But what Mormonism does, is hold their fictitious top kingdom, the so-called Celestial Kingdom, over their follower’s heads. They say, you can’t make it there, to become gods or goddesses, forever enjoying time with our families, unless we go through their priesthood. And we cannot get into the Mormon priesthood without a recommendation as a Mormon in good standing. What earns you good standing? You must pay up! So, I’m serious when I say it’s like a mafia version of the afterlife. Guido has to be paid for Mormons to get there.

	Now let’s get more deeply into the money, where you’ll see it really is some kind of crazy spiritual extortion. The effective rate of the Mormon tithe is not just ten percent. All their writings advertise ten percent, which makes Mormonism sound like they are using a familiar Christian number, but they also include a code word in their description of tithing and it greatly increases the percentage. They are not asking for only ten percent of your gross income, instead they want any “increase.” And when they say increase, that means on anything and everything that comes your way. Let me give you some examples:

	“Mormonism requires ten percent of their gross increase to the Mormon Church. Mormons cannot enter the temple, nor hold important positions, without paying the annual tithing. They are interviewed to make sure they pay a proper tithe.”

	That means Mormons are regularly interviewed to make sure they pay up and if they don’t settle accounts, they’ll not make it to the highest Mormon kingdom.

	“Mormons must pay tithing on employment, unemployment insurance, student loans, Pell Grants, Social Security, trust funds, and any other forms of income.”

	Wait a second; what about people who get huge loans of even $80,000 and $100,000? If a Mormon gets a student loan for $100,000, they must give the Mormons organization $10,000 of it. And their financial records will be inspected to see that he or she gave the right amount of their student loan money. Even if it’s only this one loan, this one time, Mormon leadership is going to hold that amount over the follower’s head, letting him or her know they better pay up or they will not reach the top kingdom to experience the afterlife with their family.

	And this is no joke because it’s exactly what Mormonism enforces. So, let’s say, as a Mormon, I buy just a mid-level home for something like $400,000. Some places around the country, that’s even way below the average but let’s use $400,000. Do you mean to tell me I have to give you $40,000?! And that leaves my buying power for a house at only $360,000. Not to mention the fact that I’ll be paying all the interest on that loan! But if I do not acquiesce to this extortion, you are going to punish me with a lesser eternal existence and none of it spent with my family.

	So, Mormonism leadership can claim ten percent all day long, but when we start adding in figures like I just mentioned, ten percent is a joke. Mormons must pay for any and every personal increase. Let’s say you sell a house and make a profit of $100,000. Of course, you don’t normally pocket that money because you’ll most likely roll it into the new house you need to buy, right? You have to live somewhere. But since it was an increase, you owe the Mormon organization $10,000.

	When we start adding is all up, that ten percent is nowhere in sight. It’s wild, right? Here’s more:

	“Mormons are counseled that if they do not pay their tithing, they will be burned alive with fire when Jesus comes. Mormons refer to this as ‘fire insurance.’ If a Mormon does not pay tithing, they cannot hold leadership positions and worse, they cannot attend the temple. If a Mormon cannot attend the temple, then a Mormon cannot reach the top kingdom, the Celestial Kingdom. In essence tithing in Mormonism, is a form of extortion. Any member who is struggling in any way, like a job loss, a broken-down car, or depression, will always be counseled to pay tithing in order to receive blessing.”

	Who does that sound like? If you’ve seen our Charismatic Chaos series, you’ll know its false teachers who lead the Word of Faith. To get poor people’s money, they will claim fictitious benefits with some spiel like,

	“Do you know why you’re poor? It’s because you need to sow a seed into my ministry. (Give me money!) And when you do, I’m going to send you this little bottle of spring water that I’ve personally blessed. If you take this water and squirt it in your eyes every morning and then send the empty bottle back, you’ll receive a great financial blessing from the Lord.”

	When the result promised doesn’t happen, that same guy, who’s been spending your money on his private jet fuel, just explains it away by blaming you:

	“Hey, you didn’t have enough faith!”

	So, to be extra faithful, you have to send him or her more money to get another bottle of squirt stuff for your eyes. But you can’t do that now, because you need to pay for eyeglasses. Let’s get back to Mormonism:

	“Without paying a full tithe, a member is not in good standing. This includes all income and any increase, including employment, Social Security, Medicare, food stamps, trust funds, and any other form of income, even including finding money on the ground.”

	Here’s a quote by some Mormon guy, Lynn Robbins, from the transcript of a Mormon general conference:

	“One of the first things the bishop must do to help the needy is to ask them to pay their tithing. If a destitute family is faced with the decision of paying their tithing or eating, they should pay their tithing.”

	Can you believe that? It sounds awfully greedy to me, but then, who was their founder and what was he all about? What was his family business? It was witchcraft, money digging, gold digging, and any other way to make money, money, money. Unfortunately, this is still true today with Mormonism. If they have accomplished anything in almost 200 years, it’s been to keep true to their founder’s money-grubbing ways.

	As a side result of this practice, guess what Utah is leading the nation with? As you’d expect, it’s bankruptcies. Can you imagine having to pay the organization a large chunk of your student loan or house?

	“Utah remains one of the poorest states in the United States and ranks among the highest in personal bankruptcies.”

	Of course, a lot of that is due to this kind of extortion from Mormonism. They let their followers know they better cough up the cash or they will never see the Celestial Kingdom, and with it, their families. Now let me give you just a few of the tragic Mormon-tithing stories:

	“My mom has a friend who is a single mom with four kids. She was an active true-believing member, got her endowment, and was doing everything right. She was having a very hard time making ends meet and got behind on her tithing. Her bishop was ‘counseling’ her regarding her finances. (He works in a mine—he’s not a financial adviser). He told her that paying tithes is of the utmost importance and should take precedence over bills and other obligations. He told her to use her credit card to pay her tithing and heavenly father would bless her for it. She got blessed by going bankrupt. She had to file bankruptcy because of how Mormon tithing maxed out her credit card.”

	Here’s someone talking about Mormons being made to pay “back tithing,” which shows how followers finances are examined, making them catch up on any required giving they failed to do:

	“My friend was made to feel so guilty about not paying his back tithing, he actually took out a home equity loan to pay his tithing; it was around $9,000 and he paid on gross.”

	The guy actually got a loan to catch his tithe up. That’s extortion; and would cause bankruptcies. Here’s another showing how the Mormon organization has seen followers’ records, so they know what’s needed for their followers to get caught up:

	“My older brother and his wife refinanced to consolidate their debt; went from a high interest rate to sky high—from $1,000 per month payments to $1,600 interest-only payments and locked in for two years. With all that ‘good news’ she tells me, ‘Well, I paid off my van and had enough to get caught up on our tithing!’ They will be paying on that little tithing loan for the next 30 years. They are on church welfare now.”

	That last sentence means they are in bankruptcy now. Here is one more that mentions a tithing settlement, which refers to the Mormon review of finances that followers go through to be sure they are paying up:

	“When I was a single mom...I had four kids. I was working for $7 an hour and getting child support. I was not making ends meet. We were eating from the food bank. I asked the Mormon bishop for help as I had always been a full tithe payer. My bishop told me that I had to tithe, not only on my $7 per hour gross, but also I had to tithe on my scholarships and grants, and had to tithe on my child support which was paid by my LDS ex-husband who had already tithed on it. I went to a tithing settlement, ashamed. I hung my head and told him my dilemma. I had paid tithing, for about seven months of the year. I said,

	‘I’m sorry, you’ll just have to mark me as a partial tithe payer this year. I would have to pay $500 to be a full tithe payer, and I only have $510 in the bank right now and haven’t paid the bills yet or bought my kid’s shoes or food.’

	He just looked at me, all disappointed. He said, ‘You can’t afford not to pay it.’ After a minute of silence, I pulled out my checkbook and wrote him a check for $500. He smiled and checked the ‘Full Tithe Payer’ box, and said, Merry Christmas. (This is extortion!) My kids did get a couple things for Christmas, from Salvation Army, but they didn’t get shoes. They did get a Christmas turkey from their elementary school who was giving them to the ‘needy’ families, but honestly, we suffered. I have to wonder about a bishop who would ask such a thing of a single mom.”

	Yeah, me too! So, the Mormon organization can sit there and put that completely deceptive ten percent tithe in their literature, but it’s not even close to what they extort from folks. And they even hang Heaven and family over people’s heads to get their money. Here’s what Scripture says about that in 2 Corinthians 9:7, and remember, the Bible is one of the books Mormonism claims to revere:

	“Each of you should give what you decide in your heart (not what the bishop says,) not reluctantly or under compulsion. Because God loves a cheerful giver.”

	We are not to give because we must, while someone holds our eternal existence over our heads. We want to be cheerful givers. And I keep talking about this Celestial Kingdom that Mormonism dangles in front of their followers to collect cash. So, let’s look at the transcript of a video, which nicely breaks down how good Mormons supposedly make it to the top kingdom:

	“Mormonism teaches that life on earth is only the transitional step between the pre-existence and the afterlife. In the pre-existence, God and His wife had many children. Then God decided that His children should go through a physical existence on the earth as a test, during which time they will have no memory of their spiritual pre-existence. After death everyone will pass through the spirit world where faithful people will enter into a paradise and everybody else will suffer in spirit prison where they will have an opportunity to accept the gospel.

	Then comes the resurrection and judgment. Most people will go on to one of three levels of heaven. But this also highlights how Mormonism completely redefines terms from the Bible; most importantly ‘saved by Grace,’ which means that God has freely given sinful people the guarantee of salvation from hell, to live with him in spite of the fact that they can do nothing to deserve it. But obedience and good works naturally follow.

	In Mormonism, saved by Grace merely means that everyone is granted immortality but where they spend it is determined by their performance. The lowest level of Heaven, the Telestial Kingdom, is generally for bad people who rejected Christ. They will be ministered to by the Holy Spirit. The next level up is the Terrestrial Kingdom for those who are generally good people but fell short of earning the highest Heaven. They will be visited by Jesus Christ but cannot live with God. Both of these kingdoms are far better than earth, but people here will still be overwhelmed with regret that they did not do better.

	But for Mormons who achieve perfect repentance and obedience to the law on earth, which not even the Apostle Paul could do, there is the Celestial Kingdom: the highest level of Heaven where God dwells. Brigham Young taught that Joseph Smith reigns there as a Supreme Being and no one enters the Celestial Kingdom without his consent. And only those who attain the highest level of the Celestial Kingdom, known as Exaltation, can spend eternity with their families. To do this they must have been sealed in the temple. Here they become gods themselves, ruling over and populating their own planet just like God did before them.

	In order to hold to this belief system, Mormons must ignore clear teachings in the Bible, including that all Christians go to live with God immediately after death, that everyone else goes to eternal torment, that only Christians are God’s children (but it’s an adoption), that there is no second chance for salvation after death, that there is no marriage or procreation in the resurrection, and that eternity is spent worshiping God; not being a god.”

	That is a major difference. Again, these supposed different kingdoms in Heaven are just more Mormon baloney and completely unbiblical. But how did he say Mormons get to the top kingdom? You have to go through their temple priesthood. How do you get in the priesthood? You have to be recommended, but you cannot get that unless you are a member in good standing. What makes you that? Followers much do all the Mormon organization requires, which includes paying up or Guido will break your kneecap! And again, notice how their extortion really tugs at your heart strings: unless you make it to the top Celestial Kingdom, you will not be spending eternity with that family you love. So, you better pay up!

	Can you see how emotionally tormenting that doctrine is? Like any one of us who truly get behind on our bills because we are going through a seriously rough time with problems like affording essential family needs. We saw Mormons who asked their Mormon bishop if they could delay feeding money, they don’t have into Mormonism’s multi-multi-billion-dollar organization. Instead of an organization that is godly, caring, and sympathetic, they got back something like, “You mean to tell me you don’t want to spend eternity with your family?” Wow, doesn’t it make you upset just thinking about that callous treatment of folks already going through a rough time?

	Now let’s close out this chapter with a bit more “Mormonism in a nutshell,” continuing after what we saw above about how Mormons supposedly reach the exalted state of godhood by becoming a good Mormon, following various Mormon laws and ordinances, being found worthy, and paying up:

	“At this point they receive a temple recommend, whereupon the Mormon is allowed to enter the sacred temples in order to go through a set of secret rituals: baptism for the dead, celestial marriage, and various oaths of secrecy and commitment.”

	Actually, those rituals aren’t very secret because Smith ripped them off from Freemasonry. It’s similar handshakes, garb, and all the rest, which also parallel closely with Satanism ceremonies.

	“Additionally, four secret handshakes are taught so the believing Mormon, upon entering the third level of Mormon Heaven, can shake hands with God in a certain pattern.”

	Now that is some serious stress, right?! What if you forget the handshake? Just imagine you paid up instead of getting your kids new cloths, ate beans and rice so you could always tithe, and even somehow avoided bankruptcy. For your whole lifetime you painstakingly followed those practices that are said to get you there. But then, the handshake moment finally arrives at the gates of heaven with your family inside anticipating the great reunion, and you forget one handshake. Oops!! Down the elevator you go, to the lesser Heaven, while your family is left watching you go. It is just like that hand game kids do with the, “Patty cake, patty cake, baker’s man...” I always messed that thing up.

	And you see kids today with all those complicated hand greetings that combine hand shaking, fist bumping, over-the-shoulder slaps, and whatever else. That is interesting because, here at Sunrise, like the Mormons, I also have a four-part hand-gesture greeting with all the kids as they come up the isle after the service. We like to do a quick progression of hand slap, fist bump, elbow touch, and then the blown-up hand going away. That is good stuff!

	And what I’m secretly doing is getting them prepared for the Celestial Kingdom, right? That’s a secret handshake they will need and hopefully teach their parents.       I was being weird, but it’s really about my concern for those kids. Will they make it through the gate to see their families at the top Mormon kingdom? No! Give me a break?! Mormonism requires followers to perform all their practices, endure an onerous organizational tax, (whether they can afford it or not), and then after a lifetime of all that, they are still not free and clear until they’re sure of the secret handshakes. And they can’t forget them, or it means an eternity away from family, forfeiting an afterlife in the platinum-level Heaven. You have got to be kidding me?! And again, those so-called secret handshakes are not even secret. Smith ripped them off from Freemasonry and the occult. Here are more Mormon beliefs:

	“For those who achieve this highest of Heavens, exaltation of godhood awaits them. Then, he or she will be permitted to have his or her own planet and be the god of his own world and the Mormon system will be expanded to other planets.”

	Notice how it does not mention the also-ran goddesses. Mormon men get to become gods who command their own world, while their goddess wives have the privilege of forever being pregnant to populate their husband-god’s world. And with the Mormon system supposedly ever-expanding, from world to world, it’s kind of like a spiritual Star Trek where Mormonism continues above and beyond, starting new worlds everywhere.

	Can you believe this?! Now why is Mormonism so weird? Well first, with all due respect, Smith’s religion was begun and then built on lies. Second, his method was to grab, plagiarize, and make up false teachings from all over the place. Then the gold digger mashed them all together in a kooky made-up belief system meant to take people’s money. That is why it’s so messed up and nonsensical.

	With that said, in the next chapter we’ll still attempt to make some sort of sense out of Mormonism by examining their sources of authority, which includes four. They supposedly follow the Bible, as well as standing on the “authority” of their Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and their Pearl of Great Price.

	Later in this book we will get more detailed on the phrase Smith invented, supposedly translating the plates he said were written in, “Reformed Egyptian.” However, folks found what he really translated from, and Smith’s accuracy was even worse than we have learned to expect from him; he didn’t get even one part right. We will get into that later.
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	By way of recap, so we more likely remember the information, Mormonism is all based on a perversion of James 1:5. It’s rooted on a feeling even though we know we should not base truth, or anything important, on a feeling. We know feelings can be deceiving. The other issue with Smith’s founding of his new religion is how his story had many versions and that is with multiple aspects of it. Nothing matches up so it is not at all consistent, including Mormonism’s own four sources of authority that disagree with each other.

	We’ve also learned there is zero archaeological evidence for Smith’s fictitious history and contrary to LDS claims, “Mormon” does not mean “more good.” Instead, back in the day, it referred to the boogey monster. Other aspects of Mormonism are their strong history of extreme racism and the fact that Joseph Smith’s death was in no way a “lamb being led to the slaughter,” (a martyr), because he shot people and killed people in his deadly retaliation. Also, Smith was a Freemason, who was also heavy duty into witchcraft. And occult witchcraft is what he used to hodgepodge together his Book of Mormon, as well as other Mormon doctrines.

	Even though Mormonism was not unified while Smith was alive and kept splintering into multitudes of branches after his death, Smith falsely claimed he did what not even Jesus Christ could do. He falsely claimed he kept everyone together. We also talked about Mormonism’s false teaching with the baptism of the dead, which is not at all biblical. Then in the last chapter we looked at “Mormonism in a nutshell,” which demonstrated how Smith took pieces of his false belief system from here, there, and everywhere with the result being a mishmash of messed up Mormonism dogma.

	In this chapter we will focus on the origin of Mormon beliefs and their sources of authority. And, as far as Smith’s abilities, I’ve changed my tune from earlier in the research when it seemed Smith was a great storyteller. Actually, he mostly just plagiarized many of his ideas to piecemeal them into his new religion.

	So, we want to look at the Mormon sources of authority where they draw their truth from, their belief system. As we go through this, keep in mind that they would tell us their truth is a better truth than what you and I have with the Christian Bible only. Right off the bat, that makes no sense because Mormons accept four books as their scripture and those books actually disagree with each other so some or much of it has to be false. They actually say they have four sources but technically it’s really three, as we’ll see next:

	“Mormons believe that the cannon of Scripture was not closed when the Bible was completed.”

	Mormons claim man continues to get a new word and revelation from God. That idea is something we’ve already dealt with many times, in our world religion studies of Hinduism, New Age, and the unfortunate teachings from the charismatic fringe folks. The mindset from those groups’ mirror that of Mormonism where they all say we today can get a “new, new” word or revelation, from God. But as I have already pointed out, when did the Bible become old fashioned and insufficient as the complete Word of God? The Bible tells us that everything we need for a life of godliness is right there in Scripture. God doesn’t tell us everything, but all we really need to know, for a fruitful and joyful life, is right there in the Bible.

	The Bible is not what Mormonism relies on. They claim their “prophets” gave us important information, which they supposedly received from God like the Bible’s authors did. So that information is from sources outside the Bible. It makes sense they would continue down that road since Mormonism’s founder, Joseph Smith, professed to receive a lot of new revelations from God.

	The important points to remember all that are these: First, trouble always follows from getting outside the Bible, whether you’re a Mormon claiming visions from God or a charismatic who is professing new revelations like, “God told me to give you this new word.” Hey, if it’s true that God gave them a message, if it’s really a new word for us from God, then why aren’t we writing a new, New Testament? We are not because no one thinks that’s a good idea.

	Second, even if you are not Mormon, but instead a professing charismatic Christian who believes in this new revelation stuff, you just lost all basis for witnessing to Mormons by advocating this “new word” practice. If you claim a new word from God, how can you sit there and tell Mormons that what they believe is not from new revelations? By believing that new messages are still being given by God, that would then be outside the Bible, you cut yourself off at the knees.

	So, the Bible is all we need. As we saw in volume one of World Religions, Cults & The Occult, there are so many different faiths, (versions of eternal truth), because they all get outside Scripture, including those who profess to follow the Bible but don’t. False belief systems revere something other or above the Bible. They may even claim the Bible as their source of authority, when ultimately, it’s other doctrine. We will see that in this chapter with Mormonism. When push comes to shove, though they profess differently, they do not follow the Bible. Instead, their other so-called sources of truth supersede God’s Scripture. That is the little dance they preform; it’s the game they play.

	“Mormons believe that the Bible is the word of God but deny that it has been translated correctly and believe that it has been corrupted since the days of the apostles.”

	Hey, wait a second; they cannot have their cake and eat it too. On the one hand they tell us the Bible is corrupted, but then for public consumption, they claim the Bible as one of their four sources of truth. That doesn’t even make sense logically. Why would any organization, that professes to be truthful, include a corrupted version of truth as one of their four supposed sources of truth? Instead of the Bible, here are the writings Mormonism truly holds as their supreme authority:

	“In addition to the Bible, Mormons believe that ‘The Book of Mormon’, ‘Doctrine and Covenants’, and ‘The Pearl of Great Price’ all contain god’s revelation.”

	If you are wondering why Mormonism is so messed up, the answer is, those three dominate sources of authority. Which are all outside and contradictory to the Bible, as well as even to each other. That is why it is so challenging to witness to Mormons, just as it is with Catholics. Both those belief systems have multiple sources of truth that include the Bible but do not rely on the Bible as their last word on truth. Instead, the other authority sources take precedent. So as a Christian witnessing for the biblical Christ, if we make a point to a Catholic from Scripture, Catholics’ normally come back with something like, “Yes but Pope Bustamoveus, the 57th, said blah blah blah.” If we counter again with another biblical truth, they jump to something else.  They revere with the teachings from Catholic councils, which can also be opposed to Scripture.

	Witnessing to Mormons from the Bible is no different. Again, they consider the Bible a corrupted book, which is duplicitous because they also claim the Bible as one of their sources of truth. Then in their next breath they add that it is corrupted, which means, to them, it is untrue. But either way, when we Christians try to point out their error by citing one of their professed sources of truth, the Bible, they just go to another of their sources of authority, saying something like, “Well, the ‘Pearl of Great Price’ says blah blah blah.” Again, it is just the dance they get indoctrinated to perform.

	“Whenever a Mormon belief contradicts the Bible, (which happens a lot,) Mormons say that particular part of the Bible is translated incorrectly, and that the correct doctrine is in one of the Mormon scriptures. Thereby, the Bible is rejected as the infallible Word of God.”

	Isn’t that convenient, to keep at the ready in their pocket? Every time it’s pointed out that their belief is inconsistent and unscriptural, what do they go to? What is their game plan? They just say one part of the Bible is accurate, but this other passage is wrong. They will follow themselves as the arbitrators of truth or corruption in the Bible. So instead of God, that makes them the decision maker about what is ultimately true or untrue. In essence, it makes them God. But that’s the game they play when we try to witness to Mormons.

	Again, Mormons say their other three trusted scriptures are more accurate than the Bible so those are what they really rely on. They reject the Bible as the infallible Word of God. With that in mind, let’s revisit the positive label given to Mormons from the media, and even from professing Christians. The mindset pushed is that Mormons are Christian just like us. However, promotion of an idea on television doesn’t make it true.

	So we’ve learned that Mormonism not only puts out false teachings, having a very different Jesus and God the Father, but now we can understand why they are so messed up; it’s because they don’t have the same ultimate source of truth Christians rely on. We Christians have one source of truth, which is the Bible. But Mormons only give lip service to the Bible as one of their sources of truth while they ultimately reject the Bible as infallible truth. How can that be called Christian and Christianity? Mormonism is not at all what Christians believe! Here is more clarification from Mormonism on what they put their trust in:

	“We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it’s translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God. We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, (which means God keeps revealing new information to their ‘prophets,’ even today,) and we believe that He will reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.”

	Wait a second, though I don’t agree with them, we can see by that statement that their justification for their false teachings are these supposed new, new revelations they have continued to get. And they just admitted they expect newer, new revelations to come. So how are they to have confidence in the supposed revelations they have already gotten, which are outside the Bible? Any Mormon can come along, at any time now, and counter whatever doctrine they have today. It only takes a newer revelation. That precisely demonstrates what they have been doing for a long, long time, including the practice of all those Mormon splinter groups. It’s as easy as any Mormon they decide to listen to, who might at any moment, blurt out something like, “Hey, God told me...” or “Hey, I received a new light!” Then Mormonism explains away their correction of earlier teachings, that are always supposedly from God, by claiming they definitely weren’t wrong since God only updated their doctrine with new revelation.

	With that mindset, how can they ever have a legitimate source of truth? They cannot. Again, they reject God’s Word in the Bible while embracing their three false doctrinal scriptures, “The Doctrine and Covenants”, “The Pearl of Great Price” and “The Book of Mormon’. And those three false teachings are what we want to examine in this chapter. Are they solid, trustworthy, and reliable, like the Bible we Christians believe in as God’s ultimate truth? The answer is: “Absolutely not!” The key aspect we will see throughout all three books is what we’ve already seen with this whole Mormonism study: it’s like the story about a man named Jed, a poor mountaineer, barely kept his family fed. Actually, that was the theme song from “The Beverly Hillbillies” TV show and Mormonism is not that story, but it just as easily could have been because it’s the same sort of made up fiction. We are going see how the Book of Mormon was based on a story of the “golden plates” that Smith supposedly translated from, by using a language he made up called, “Reformed Egyptian.” And there were other Egyptian aspects he built into his story, which also attest to Smith untrustworthiness. So, let’s get into that stuff:

	“The Book of Mormon tells the story.

	That last word is key. So, it should also have firecrackers and a couple of bombs going off around it. The appropriate description for most of all Smith’s writings is, “story.” And with all due respect, he didn’t just make up his own stories, he also plagiarized from many sources; cutting and pasting like we do today on computers, with the Control Copy or Cut and then Control Delete or Paste. He just copied and pasted whole passages of false teachings and other verbiage from anywhere he could steal it.

	“The Book of Mormon tells the story of the supposed migration of Israelites in 600 BC to the American continent but does not contain explicit Mormon doctrine.”

	So, the Book of Mormon contains their supposed history and the other two books, “Doctrine and Covenants” and “Pearl of Great Price”, get more into their doctrine. Of course, knowing Smith’s track record, we did not need to be told that the “Book of Mormon’s” history story has zero archeological evidence to back it up, but that’s true. Here is more of the Book of Mormon story:

	“These Israelites subsequently lapsed into apostasy although their story was preserved on golden plates written in Reformed Egyptian. Joseph Smith supposedly translated the plates by the ‘gift and power of God’ (Doctrine and Covenants 135:3). However, Reformed Egyptian does not exist as a language.”

	The “Reformed” Egyptian may sound cool but it just make-believe. It’s a story Smith whipped up to get at people’s cash. In a minute we are going to see that he was even caught making it up because he used a faulty tactic in his continuation of the Egyptian theme.

	“The golden plates were returned to the angel Moroni after they were transcribed, and Moroni returned them to Heaven.”

	Well, isn’t that convenient? So, when witnessing to Mormons, they claim the areas of the Bible that agree with them, that are true because it was supposedly translated correctly. However, when anyone has asked Smith or other Mormons to show those supposed golden plates he used to transcribe from his supposed ‘Reformed’ Egyptian, they just throw out something like, “Oh, our founder gave them back so they are in heaven now.” Well, isn’t that convenient? And then, even besides those sketchy elementary-school excuses, there were not any reliable witnesses who ever saw the supposed golden tablets. So, the following phrase is well established with a third example: “Well, isn’t that convenient?”

	In fact, let’s take a look at the transcript of a video that exposes the supposed witnesses to those golden plates. Were the plates even real in the first place? I don’t think so, which is in line with our keyword for this chapter: “story.” It’s not a little story about a man named Jed, but instead, it was a guy named Joe who created a narrative about an “angel,” golden plates, and “reformed” Egyptian. Here is that video transcript:

	“In 1823, Joseph Smith was visited by an angel who told him of the existence of the golden plates; a record of ancient middle eastern peoples who had emigrated to North America many years later. Smith would identify that Angel as ‘Moroni,’ the last survivor of those ancient peoples and the last author of the plates. Later still, Smith identified the angel as ‘Nephi,’ the first author of the plates. Today LDS literature has been standardized to show that the angel was indeed Moroni.

	In any case, this angel told Smith where he could find the golden plates. And using his seer stone as a guide, Smith unearthed the plates from beneath a large stone on the Hill Cumorah. Unfortunately, because Smith did not obey the angel’s instructions concerning their retrieval, the plates vanished back into the ground. It wasn’t until four years later, in 1827, that Smith was able to obtain the golden plates again. While transporting them to his home, he was attacked by his fellow money diggers, who felt they deserved a share of the treasure. But he fended off his assailants, running three miles to his home, all the while carrying his large book of gold.

	Later in 1842, Smith described the golden plates as being a six-inch-thick stack of six by eight-inch metal pages held together by three rings. This he kept either in a wooden box or under a cloth because the angel told him not to show it to any unauthorized people. While translating the plates, Smith was told that three witnesses would be allowed to see the plates by faith. These men were Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris, and David Whitmer. Although the plates were actually in Whitmer’s house, the men went out into the woods to pray where they saw a vision of an angel showing them the plates. The testimony of these three witnesses is found at the beginning of every ‘Book of Mormon’ to validate the existence of the golden plates. Later, all three of these witnesses were excommunicated from the church.

	Later, another group of witnesses was allowed to see the plates. Of these eight men, seven of them were immediate family members of either Joseph Smith or David Whitmer. They supposedly saw the plates directly, without an angelic visit. But statements from some witnesses later in life, indicate that they saw the plates spiritually, not physically. Other people testified that they handled the plates through a cloth but never actually saw them.

	The issue was put to rest however, when Smith returned the plates to the angel after he finished translating them. According to Brigham Young, when Smith returned the plates, the Hill Cumorah opened up into a large cave, revealing wagon loads of other plates and treasures. These were all the surviving records and artifacts of the ancient peoples of the ‘Book of Mormon’. And although the Hill Cumorah is a popular LDS tourist site today in New York, none of these plates or artifacts have ever been recovered to validate Smith’s story.”

	So, no one has found the plates, the cave, or any artifacts of the people mentioned. There is no money, pottery, or weaponry that existed from Smith’s massive population that he claimed were here in the Americas. Nothing from his story has ever been found. Why? Because the key word is “story,” and with all due respect, it was put out by Joseph Smith, a man who concocted a religion. Conveniently, the witnesses who supposedly saw the plates, and were even important enough to be cited as such in their “Book of Mormon”, got excommunicated from the organization. Yet Mormonism still displays them as witnesses. That doesn’t jive. And even later supposed witnesses from the Mormon’s cite, started backtracking with statement about the plates being more spiritual than literal.

	Based on the evidence, the summation of the whole controversy is that there were no golden plates, and, in fact, I will demonstrate that Smith’s story is impossible. Notice that the transcript said Smith claimed to have gotten his golden plates, whereupon his fellow money diggers (people who use witchcraft to seek treasure), chased him for (three feet? three yards? three football fields?), for three miles. So, it must have been with super-human powers that he was able to run for three miles with these plates made of gold. Are you kidding me?!

	Just to recap the story up to this point, the golden plates are supposedly the whole source of what Joseph Smith translated to get one of Mormonism’s three definitive sources of authority: “The Book of Mormon”, “The Doctrine and Covenants”, and “The Pearl of Great Price”. The Bible doesn’t count because they say it’s a corrupted source of truth for them, which is a clear oxymoron. And the entire “Book of Mormon” supposedly came from these mythical golden plates, which he conveniently returned so we can never see them; we’ll just take his word for it, right? Yeah, No! And then there are the excommunicated witnesses, that Mormonism points to as proof witnesses saw the plates, yet they were all excommunicated. Besides that, there is further obfuscation with later supposed witnesses equivocating about the plates by backing up into a supposed spiritual encounter instead first-hand physical contact with the plates. That’s all weird but whatever; let’s just look at the aspect of his story that involves him running with the plates.

	The Mormon version of the gold-plates story says the total weight of the plates was anywhere from thirty to sixty pounds, which is a pretty hefty load when you’re running for three miles, from guys who are excited to take you out and grab your gold. So, Smith had to be seriously fast while weighted down with at least thirty to sixty pounds. But would the weight actually have been what Mormonism claims? No. The truth will show it had to have been a lot more. Though Smith obviously didn’t realize this, we can actually calculate the real load he supposedly ran with, based on his description of the plates.

	Now before we get to that, if the plates existed at all, which they obviously didn’t, here’s an interesting historical fact about Smith’s running ability: As a young boy “he went through an excruciating surgery on his leg that caused him to walk with the limp for the rest of his life.” Errrch! There is the first major problem right there and it’s a well-known fact. So, we’re to believe that Smith ran three miles from guys desperate to steal his treasure, all while carrying thirty to sixty pounds and we know Smith walked with the limp, making it hard to run I’d imagine. And I’m sure those assailants were all as physically challenged as Smith. On top of all that, it is not like he was running (or limping) along on a clear flat pathway with nothing underfoot; Western New York is thick woods and hills. So, the story doesn’t jive to start with but besides all that, Smith actually gives us the dimensions of his gold plates, which testifies to his own deception:

	“Smith stated, ‘These records were engraved on plates which had the appearance of gold, each plate was six inches wide and eight inches long...bound together in a volume, as leaves of a book with three rings running through the whole.’ Paintings of Smith show him receiving the plates with outstretched arms or resting on a knee.’ If they really existed, just how heavy were those plates, given the size and description by Smith? Gold weighs 1,204 pounds per cubic foot, so if we use the dimensions given by Smith, we can correctly conclude that the plates were 1/6 of a cubic foot. In other words, if the plates were made of gold (as the angel Moroni claimed them to be), they would have weighed 200 pounds.”

	So, using Smith’s account of his supposedly trustworthy story, golden plates based on his dimensions would calculate out to 200 pounds. Now for perspective, a bag of cement weighs 50 pounds. Doing the math, we can say 200 pounds would have to be Smith with two cement bags (100 pounds), under each arm. And despite his limp, somehow, he and the 200 pounds he carried, ran away from men desperate to steal his treasure. And this wasn’t him darting three feet and around a corner to somehow lose his assailants. He claimed to have eluded them for three miles while he obviously would have been jumping over downed forest trees, through bushes, up and down hills, around trees, and through creeks or rivers. His escape would be no smooth glide down a running track.

	So, what does Mormonism have to say about Smith’s completely implausible story? They dismiss the objections away by claiming Smith was supernaturally empowered. But come on, they can’t be serious! The whole thing does not add up, even if we were to believe those plates ever existed in the first place.

	And why doesn’t his story make sense? Again, when we logically look at what he did, we can see that he hodgepodged a bunch of fabricated and plagiarized ideas together. That is called lying and it caught up with him. He made up a story but tried to pass it off as absolute truth. Then he had the audacity to claim it’s even more true than what Christians have with the Bible, truer than God’s Word. And Smith says he returned the golden plates to this Moroni character, who supposed took them back to Heaven. But which Heaven is he referring to since he claims there are three?

	Another aspect of Smith’s story, that we have to take his word for, was the supposed language of the plates, which was not just Egyptian; it was apparently, “Reformed” Egyptian. While that sounds intriguing, here’s problem ninety-seven with Smith’s story:

	“Reformed Egyptian is a completely unknown language to linguists and Egyptologists anywhere on the planet.”

	“Scholarly reference works on languages do not acknowledge the existence of either a ‘reformed Egyptian’ language or a ‘reformed Egyptian’ script as it has been described in Mormon belief. No archaeological, linguistic or other evidence of the use of Egyptian writing in ancient America has been discovered.”

	So, it is not just zero existence of a so-called “reformed” Egyptian, the evidence shows there isn’t even a shred of archaeological or linguistic evidence of any Egyptian-style language ever being used by that time in the Americas. What does that tell you? With all due respect, based on the facts, and in keeping with our theme for this chapter, Smith also made up that story.

	And remember Smith claimed he was able to supernaturally translate his reformed Egyptian from those supposed plates. Well, according to him, he didn’t even look at the plates when translating his “Book of Mormon” because, as we saw earlier, he and the witnesses said he used seer-stone witchcraft to get to create it. He turned a hat upside down, put a seer stone into the hat, pulled the brim over up to his face to block out light in the room, and in that way supposedly got the words of the translation while the witnesses (who are listed in the Book of Mormon), supposedly wrote the words given them by Smith. So, Smith was not even looking at the plates. And since that was the case, why did he even need them? Why did he make such a big deal about them and then go to all the trouble of making up the lie about a fictitious new language? Just going by his own words, he never even looked at the plates because the process only involved him sticking his head in a hat where the words supposedly appeared on his rock. So, the story he tells is that he didn’t even look at the plates but supposedly was able to translate this reformed Egyptian, he says was on them, without them.

	What does Mormonism have to say about the reformed Egyptian claim from Smith? What supposed evidence do they point to that could possibly support the existence of this language the experts have never found? Well, that feeble attempt at a proof is something they call the “Anthon Transcript.”

	They can’t show us the golden plates, so we just have to take their word for it, but we do have a little piece of paper that someone accurately described as doodling. However, Mormons claim it is a legend of the characters used to do the translating. I think it is more like those scribbling you see from your children when they get a kid’s menu at Denny’s. You probably know what I mean. So, your kids aren’t bored, Denny’s give them crayons and exercises for something fun to do, right? And sometimes the activities include a blank area where the kids can draw anything they’d like. So often they just scribble all over it with the different colors or at least that’s what I normally do. Well, when you look at what Mormonism presents with their so-called Anthon Transcript, as evidence of reformed Egyptian, those kinds of doodling’s are just exactly what it looks like. It’s actually not evidence at all because again, the guy made the whole thing up. And the use of this Anthon Transcript is not even how Smith described the process.

	The way this artifact even came into the conversation was through a Mormon big-wig colleague of Joseph Smith’s named, Martin Harris, who presented it to a Columbia College professor named Charles Anthon. Mormonism claims Charles Anthon was a classical noted scholar who said that it was in fact reformed Egyptian. But I found Mr. Anthon’s actual historical account of this transcript because Mormons did actually present it to the professor. Completely contrary to what Mormonism claims, here is what Charles Anthon really said:

	“The whole story about my pronouncing the Mormon inscription to be reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics is perfectly false. Upon examining the paper in question, I soon concluded that it was all a trick, perhaps a hoax. I have frequently conversed with friends on the subject since the Mormon excitement began and that the paper contained anything else but Egyptian hieroglyphics.”

	So, this supposed evidence is just another lie disputed by the man they attribute their claim to. And Mr. Anthon is not the only one who disputes the idea of a reformed Egyptian. Still today with all the advanced knowledge of the world and its history, we have no evidence that there was ever a language called reformed Egyptian. And it’s because the facts show us this, including the word of an Egyptologist who certainly would know the Egyptian language (picture writing, or hieroglyphics) better than most anyone.

	“No non-Mormon scholars acknowledge the existence of either a “reformed Egyptian” language or a ‘reformed Egyptian’ script. In 1966, John A. Wilson, professor of Egyptology at the University of Chicago, wrote, ‘From time to time there are allegations that picture writing has been found in America. In no case has a professional Egyptologist been able to recognize these characters as Egyptian hieroglyphs. From our standpoint there is no such language as reformed Egyptian.’”

	These are the expert opinions. It is what they do for a living. And here is the guy that called it scribbling:

	“Klaus Baer, Egyptologist at the University of Chicago, called the characters of the (Anthon) transcript nothing but ‘doodling.’ “

	So, they are saying it’s just some guy making it all up and slapping on a fake name. And this next quote is not my words so don’t think I’m making fun of someone. This comes from an expert on the subject of the Egyptian hieroglyphics:

	“They don’t look like reformed Egyptian. They look more like deformed English.”

	Again, as is the theme of this chapter, by now you may be catching on to the fact that Joseph Smith made up a story. And maybe some of these lies came from the reality that Smith’s story about Mormons origins, his “Book of Mormon,” was beginning to fall apart so he decided to add details, hopefully making it more believable. He needed to keep his central story going and could have called it reformed Swahili or anything else. Instead he chose Egyptian so from then on, he had to keep that lie going as well.

	This brings us to some other Mormon “sacred” writings with something out there called the Joseph Smith Papyri, which is eleven Egyptian papyrus fragments that were owned by Smith. These were not something he supposedly found under a hill on golden plates delivered by an angel. He actually bought pieces of real Egyptian papyrus and the concern is that he used authentic Egyptian artifacts to translate into his Book of Abraham. That book was used to build their doctrine. It was put together with other works and presented as, the “Pearl of Great Price.”

	The Joseph Smith Papyri came from papyri accompanying eleven mummies that were discovered in the ancient Egyptian city of Thebes. They were discovered between 1818 and 1822 by a man named, Antonio Labello. The mummies were then shipped from there to New York where they were purchased by Michael Chandler in 1833. For the next two years, Chandler toured the Eastern United States displaying and selling these Egyptian artifacts. In July of 1835, Chandler brought the four mummies he had left, along with several papyri found with them, to Kirtland, Ohio, which was then the headquarters for the Mormon Church. Although the Rosetta Stone, (a true detailing of the definitions for Egyptian hieroglyphic characters), had been found in 1799, that information still was not in the knowledge base of the overall population. It’s not like today where you can put something on the Internet for everyone to access. The Rosetta Stone was not well known until the 1850s. This was only 1835.

	Legend has it that Chandler was traveling around trying to sell his four mummies and their papyrus scrolls when he came to Kirtland where Smith’s Mormon headquarters was and asked Smith to give him insight into what the Egyptian writing meant. Why ask Smith? It was because Smith had notoriety for being able to decipher reformed Egyptian. Shortly after that, Smith purchased the four mummies and at least five papyrus documents for $2,400. Now, since we can find most anything on the Internet these days, I did the calculation to see what the dollar value today would be of $2,400 in 1835. In today’s U.S. dollars, the sum Smith paid Chandler was about $63,000.

	And remember, the historical record shows Smith had no cash when he came out with the Book of Mormon. They had to scrounge up money just to get that thing rolling. Yet, Smith has been able to throw $63,000 to Chandler for a few old mummies and some scrolls.

	That reminds me of an account I came across where Smith wanted something expensive, so he claimed to have had a revelation from God telling him this other guy was supposed to pay for the item. But that guy smartly declined to pay for it. So that seems to be just one more example revealing Smith as a false prophet.

	So, $63,000 was a huge sum to pay. Smith must have had something important planned for it, right? And for his large amount of cash given up, Smith took on another huge problem that developed when turning those papyri into his Book of Abraham. Again, that book became part of the Mormon’s doctrinal “sacred scriptures” they hold as a source of authority, The” Pearl of Great Price.” The papyri changed hands until 1967 when the LDS organization bought them and still have them today. And keep in mind that Mormonism now holds these artifacts up as some sort of proof for their founder’s Egyptian-connection claim to supposed reformed Egyptian.

	Smith produced his Book of Abraham from the four papyrus, which was then canonized by Mormonism in 1880 as a part of their “Pearl of Great Price”. Now here is the problem for Smith and Mormonism, because even you and I can get our hands on similar Egyptian papyri today:

	“Upon examination by professional Egyptologists, these fragments were identified as Egyptian funeral texts, including the Breathing Permit of Hor, a Theban priest, also Horus, or Horos and the Egyptian Book of the Dead. Critics say it is a work of fiction created by Smith.”

	Hey, that sounds familiar. Other Smith critics are using our theme for this chapter: a work of fiction, or “story.” Today, now that we can read and understand this stuff as just Egyptian funeral words, including text from their Book of the Dead, we have to wonder how Smith really came up with the writings in his Book of Abraham. Well, listen to this and keep in mind that Smith’s Book of Abraham could not have come from those papyri because Smith could not read them:

	“Nearly half of the Book of Abraham shows a dependence on the King James Version of the Book of Genesis. According to H. Michael Marquardt, ‘It seems clear that Smith had the Bible open to Genesis Chapter 2 as he dictated this section of his Book of Abraham.’”

	Smith was staring at and copying Genesis except for some minor changes we’ll see with names, like how he turned Antipas into Antipus. So again, this source of authority for Mormonism is just a story Smith plagiarized and added imagined details. This deceitful project became Mormonism’s doctrine that they point to as a more reliable truth then what we Christians have with the Bible.

	Also, from their Book of Abraham is a reference to the planet “Kolob.” They claim Kolob is the star nearest to the presence of God. But which of their gods are they talking about? They say Kolob is the governing star for all of the universe, but that idea was supposedly from Egyptian text, which turned out to be a lie. And of course, there is nothing in Genesis about it, so I guess he made that up too. Maybe we will later find a reference to it somehow involving witchcraft.

	The Book of Abraham also explores the pre-mortal existence, which is another false teaching we talked about in the last chapter. I want to give you a quote from an expert on Egyptian text. In 1912, Arthur Mace was the Assistant Curator at the Department of Egyptian Art in New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art. Here’s what he said in reference to these papyri that came with the mummies Smith purchased, and for which he paid an exorbitant price before claiming to use them in whipping up his imaginary information he later called, the Book of Abraham:

	“I return herewith, under separate cover, the ‘Pearl of Great Price.’ The ‘Book of Abraham,’ it is hardly necessary to say, is a pure fabrication. It is inaccurate copies of well-known scenes of Egyptian funeral papyri placed under the heads of mummies. There were about forty of these later known in museums and they are all very similar in character. Joseph Smith’s interpretation of these is a confused mixture of nonsense from beginning to end. Egyptian characters can now be read almost as easily as Greek, and five minutes’ study in an Egyptian gallery of any museum should be enough to convince any educated man of the clumsiness of the imposture.”

	Mace is saying Smith made it up. So again, here’s another expert saying it’s all just a story. With all due respect, his Book of Abraham is a bunch of baloney. Here is more analysis:

	“The transliterated text from the recovered papyri contain no direct references, either historical or textual, to Abraham. ‘The letter character that Smith identified with Abraham, is nothing more than the hieroglyphic letter W in Egyptian. It has no phonetic or semantic relationship to Smith’s Ah-broam Abraham.’ “

	In the community of hieroglyphic scholars today, common knowledge shows that the letter character Smith said meant “Abraham” is actually just the letter “W.” So, it’s just him making up another story. At the time he fabricated it, he had no idea what it said but then no one else did either so he got away with it for a while. That is until the Rosetta Stone gave the explanation of all those Egyptian symbols. The knowledge to interpret the writing kicked in so even the average person could find out Smith was outright lying. As far back as 1912, this deception of his was exposed. Now contrast that mess against our Christian Bible, which was,

	“Written over a 1,500-year span; over 40 different generations; written by more than 40 authors, from every walk of life—including kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, statesmen, scholars, etc. Moses, was a political leader trained in the universities of Egypt; Peter was a fisherman Amos, a herdsman; Joshua, a military general; Nehemiah, a cup-bearer; Daniel, a prime minister; Luke, a doctor; Solomon, a king; Matthew, a tax collector; and Paul, a rabbi. The Bible was written in different places: Moses in the wilderness, Jeremiah in a dungeon, Daniel on a hillside and in a palace, Paul inside prison walls, Luke while traveling, John on the island of Patmos, and others in the rigors of military campaigns. The Bible was written at different times: David in times of war and Solomon in times of peace. The Bible was written during different moods with some writings from the heights of joy and others from the depths of sorrow and despair. The Bible was written on three continents: Asia, Africa, and Europe, as well as in three languages; Hebrew, some portion in Aramaic, and, the New Testament language, Koine, Greek.”

	Also, with the Bible, those people mostly did not know each other, especially since they were from a lot of different generations, so they could not cross-reference their writing. And yet, our Bible never once contradicts itself and has the same message throughout, which is God’s redemption of man through Christ’s work on the cross. On his best day, man could never whip up what is in the Bible. And when men have tried to create their own “bible,” what is always the result? It’s exactly what we’ve seen with Smith’s flawed efforts. That is why his teachings, which make up much of today’s Mormon doctrine, are all so messed up. It is not from God. Let’s continue with more about Smith’s “Book of Mormon”:

	“There have been over 4,000 corrections made to ‘The Book of Mormon’ since the original publication. This is strange since Smith claimed that the translation was divinely given.”

	If the book was truly given from God, why would they have to keep fixing it? Of course, that is what you get when man whips something up without God. And again, contrast that with the Bible. As we’ve seen in our apologetics studies at Get A Life Media and Sunrise Bible Church, the huge question arising from discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls was whether these much older additions of the biblical information would agree with the copies we already had, which were from a time closer to the present. Prior to the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest transcripts we had of the Old Testament were from about 900 A.D. The Dead Sea Scrolls came from 125 B.C., so they were written over 1,000 years before and when they came out, the skeptics were excited to finally have what they thought was their best chance at discounting Christians and Jews beliefs. They just knew there had to have been major changes over that 1,000 years. How were they so confident that was going to be case? It is because they’re thinking is that the Bible is just another book whipped up by man. Frankly, they were expecting to expose the Bible as a big mess like Joseph Smith’s mishmash of false teachings.

	So, what was the outcome? As we Christian would expect from our Bible that is made up of God-inspired writings, there were zero doctrinal changes. Any inconsequential variations were just minor punctuation or spelling. Part of that was only because the Qumran community spoke in a different dialect. It’s like, “ween youin’s hears some paople tawk wit a defferent accent, like ween theys from yonder parts a da south.” That was the extent of any variation and again, as far as any real textual, or even word changes, there were none. Let me give you an example of a minor punctuation of spelling change they did find and remember, this is over a thousand years, which makes it that much more amazing: Today some write that they went to the “theater,” while others attended the “theatre,” yet both spellings are the same word with zero variations in meaning.

	Here’s another example: here in the U.S. we write, “Savior,” while in Canada and Europe it is, “Saviour.” Is that a major doctrinal change, or any altering of doctrine at all? No, it is just a minor regional difference in spelling and pronunciation. Here is one more and then we’ll move on: Some write, “chicken,” while others correctly use its other spelling; “evil.” Yet they are talking about the same thing, right? Ok, I made that last one up, but the other examples are real. But again, over 1,000 years (and only because of a different dialect), they found just minor punctuation and spelling variations. That’s it!

	Hey, that is amazing, right? The skeptic thinks man whipped the Bible up and then the writings were at first only passed by word of mouth down through many generations. That idea uncovers an ignorance of the copying standards used to preserve God’s Word. Scripture had to come from God because only He could safeguard it to the degree we see, which is nothing like the complete mess seen in Joseph Smith’s “Book of Mormon”. Referring to our Christian Bible, one guy said this:

	“The Christian can take the whole Bible in his hand and say without fear or hesitation that he holds in it the true Word of God, handed down without any essential loss from generation to generation throughout the centuries.”

	That’s based on the facts, the track record. But the “Book of Mormon” does not have that sort of historical accuracy. But even knowing that, when Mormonism is challenged about their 4,000 changes just since 1830 (by the way, the Bible’s span has been centuries), they blatantly and falsely claim it was only minor punctuation alterations, even though comparisons of copies show it’s been whole chunks, both taken out and inserted. Here is a helpful explanation of that:

	“All Mormon scriptures have been subject to change over the years. Some changes are more substantial than others, but they all raise questions about how Mormons regard communication from God. The current edition of the Book of Mormon contains almost 4,000 changes from the first edition. These consist of spelling and grammatical errors, word choice changes, and inserted phrases. A change in one verse replaced the name King ‘Benjamin’ with King ‘Masaya’ because Benjamin was already dead. Of the 300 proper names in the “Book of Mormon” 141 of them are from the Bible. And more seem to just be variations on Bible names. For instance, the biblical ‘Abinadab’ becomes ‘Abinadi,’ ‘Kish’ becomes ‘Akish,’ and ‘Antipas’ becomes ‘Antipus.’

	Furthermore, several Book of Mormon stories directly mirror Bible stories. These include Noah and the Ark, Jaredites and Barges building boats and filling them with animals, Lazarus and Ammon being raised from the dead, Herod and Akish (wherein a woman dances in exchange for someone’s head to be brought to her on a platter), and Paul and Alma both persecutors of the Church, until being converted by a vision and then becoming traveling missionaries. The last three of those stories mentioned, even use surprising amounts of the exact same wording from the Bible. Another source parallel is Alma, chapter 40, contains 6 points of doctrine matching the 32 in the 2nd chapter of the Westminster Confession, with only minor changes in wording.

	A look at an atlas will also reveal many startling coincidences. For instance, it was on the Hill ‘Cumorah’ that ‘Moroni’ led Smith to the golden plates. Well off the coast of East Africa, there is an island group that bears the name, ‘Comoro’ and its capital is ‘Moroni.’ Other contemporary place names, that correspond to ‘Book of Mormon’ places, include ‘Oneida’ and ‘Onidah,’ ‘Tinicum’ and ‘Teancum,’ ‘Antrim’ and ‘Antum,’ and ‘Angola’ and ‘Angola.’

	An important change in the ‘Pearl of Great Price’ is found in the Articles of Faith. Article number 4 used to state that the ordinances of salvation were faith, repentance, baptism, and the laying on of hands. By 1992 this was changed to say that these were only the ‘First Principles of the Gospel.’ This was to reflect the added qualifications for salvation, including temple work.

	‘The Doctrine and Covenants’, which was first published in 1835, contains two parts: the ‘Lectures on Faith’ and sections of revelations. In 1921, the Lectures on Faith, which taught conflicting views of God, were removed. The revelation in ‘Doctrine and Covenants’, section 5, was originally published saying that Smith will receive no other gift than the ability to translate the ‘Book of Mormon’. A few years later, it was changed to say that this was only his first gift, and he would receive others. Section 7 was supposedly translated from a parchment written by the hand of the Apostle John. But over a hundred words were added to the middle of the text from the time it was first published, begging the question as to whether or not those words were actually on the parchment.

	
And finally, in 1876, section 101, which explicitly prohibited polygamy, was removed, and replaced with Section 132, which allowed polygamy. Mormons explain away changes by saying that prophets can make mistakes and God changes his mind. These changes would be considered relatively minor if it weren’t for the claims that the ‘Book of Mormon’ was given by God, word for word, from the golden plates; and that it was the most correct of any book on Earth.”

	If it’s the most correct on earth, why so many changes? And they were not just little discrepancies like forgetting a period or maybe a comma placed incorrectly, producing bad grammar. Instead, whole sections were changed because Mormonism got caught with false teachings, including the truth that their own “sacred” writings contradict each other. So, if anything, by pointing out their mistakes, Christians have been helping them clean up their stories.

	And notice that claim about how their prophets can get it wrong, just as God does because He supposedly changes His mind. What?! Again, that’s convenient for a guy and group that want to steer and control their people and is completely contrary to the Bible, with God saying this in Deuteronomy 18:20:

	“But a prophet who presumes to speak in My name anything I have not commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, idols, and notice the small g, must be put to death. And you yourselves will say, ‘How can we know when a message has not been spoken of the Lord?’ If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken.”

	Why does that also make sense logically? God does not lie because He’s Holy and lying is sin. Plus, He’s omniscient so He knows all things. It’s part of His makeup as the one and only Supreme Being, who is not only self-existent, all-powerful, and everywhere present at the same time (omnipresent), he is also all-knowing (omniscient). He never gets anything wrong. He is Holy and knows everything so how can He get anything wrong? With that in mind, how in the world could someone claim to be a prophet of God who receives messages from Him, but then that supposed word from God does not come to pass? God takes that seriously; telling us to get rid of any guy who is like that. God says,

	“That message the Lord has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him.”

	So, God tells us that is a false person and we should get rid of them; we should run from them. But that’s not what Mormonism claims in their denial of God’s Word. Instead, to attempt explaining away their false doctrine, they tell us prophets can get it wrong. But that’s not what God says. God never gets anything wrong. And when a self-proclaimed prophet does get something wrong, what does God tell us to do about him? We are to have nothing more to do with that person.

	By the way, do you know that Joseph Smith made prophecies? And as a supposed prophet, speaking on God’s behalf, his attempts turned out wrong. Let me quickly give you some examples. As claimed by Joseph Smith’s a series of books wrote, Jesus was to return within fifty-six years (History of the Church, volume 2, page 189). When we do the math from the time of his prediction, Jesus should have arrived by 1891. Of course, it never happened so right there the Bible demands Smith be labeled a false prophet and we should have nothing more to do with him. Again, God never gets it wrong, so Smith spoke presumptuously in prophesying Christ’s return when God had not spoken that. I am not recommending a person like that be killed as the Old Testament covenant says, but we are still instructed to have nothing more to do with him or her.

	Here’s another Smith prophecy: He claimed the temple would-be built-in Missouri within his generation (Doctrine and Covenants, 84:2-5,31). Did that happen? No, it did not. In fact, the Mormons were driven out of Jackson County, Missouri, in 1833. Smith also prophesied that all nations would be involved in the American Civil War (Doctrine and Covenants 87:1-3); it didn’t happen. Smith prophesied that the earth will tremble and the sun be hidden in not many days (Doctrine and Covenants 88:87)” Once again, if we bust out the calculator here at the time of this research, it’s been approximately 68,000 days, or 184 years, since that proclamation, confirming for those duped by Smith that “not many days” has completely passed. Wouldn’t it be great to have that kind of leeway in the amount we pay to taxes?

	Another very prominent prophecy professed by Smith in God’s name, was that Isaiah 11 was about to be fulfilled (Pearl of Great Price, History, verse 40). Of course Isaiah 11 is the classic text about Christ’s future Millennial-Kingdom reign on the earth when the wolf will dwell with the lamb; the leopard will lie down with the young goat; the calf, young lion, and fatling will together be led by a small child; a cow and bear will graze on plants together; the lion will eat straw like an ox; and a nursing child will play by the hole of a cobra.

	Is that happening now? No! In fact, if we put a wolf and lamb together today, that makes what we call “lamb chops.” And a fat cow hanging out with a lion creates what? It’s “cow chops.” Today, bears together with cows in a field, makes fatter bears. Do our lions eat straw like an ox? No, and it’s still not a good idea to have your kids play near a cobra’s den. If you do, Child Protective Services would quickly take an interest in your parenting skills.

	So not only did Smith get one prophecy wrong, which would make him a false prophet, he failed at all of them. According to what we just read in Deuteronomy 18, whether it was just one time or the large number of instances where Smith lied about getting his prophecies from God, either way the Bible says he should be rejected by everyone. On top of that, we will see in the next chapter that Smith even came up with a severely corrupted version of our Bible, which is an obvious hack job. With that in mind, remember that Mormons claim to believe in the Bible. But the one they are referring to that falsified version Smith whipped up to supposedly “fix” the Christian Bible.

	And on top of that glaring problem with his fake Bible, within the Mormon organization, Smith’s version is so bad that even Mormons refuse to use it. But isn’t this the guy Mormonism claims will be part of everyone’s heavenly judgment? To use a big word, that presents them with a major conundrum, right? Mormonism claims Smith was a prophet of God, who was a better source of truth than the Christian

	Bible, yet Smith’s “fix” of the Bible, is something Mormon’s refuse to use, even though they think it’s Smith who will be at their judgment. And they must really dislike Smith’s corrupted version because Mormonism will only use the King James Version of Scripture, while at the same time claiming the KJV is corrupted.

	So, their problems are compounded, in that they are using what they consider a corrupted version, (which it is not), while shunning the version produced by their so-called prophet of God. And by the way, Mormonism claims they still have prophets in their organization today. If that were true, why aren’t those modern-day “prophets” fixing Smith’s bible since it’s so messed up, they won’t use it? And though they are completely wrong in their claim that the KJV is corrupted version of the Bible, why do they continue to use it? Again, none of it makes sense and we’ll get more into that with the next chapter.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	Sources of Authority

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	So far, we’ve learned that Mormonism is based on a sensation in the body. Joseph Smith said he got a burning in his bosom. Should we discern truth from that? No, it’s completely unreliable. Speaking of false information, which story from Smith about Mormonism’s origins should we accept? He was inconsistent with when it happened, who showed up, and many other aspects of his account. As a consequence, much of Mormon doctrine is inconsistent with their “sacred” writings not even agreeing with each other.

	There is also no archaeological evidence for Smith’s Mormon story of North American history.  “Mormon” does not mean “more good,” as they claim (it’s the boogieman) and Mormonism has a long history of extreme racism. Joseph Smith was not a martyr because he pulled out a gun and killed people, he was involved with Freemasonry and witchcraft, and he boasted that he’d done something even Jesus Christ wasn’t able to do: keep his church together. That last one is another lie because Mormonism had splinter groups while he was alive and all kinds of them after his death. So, he didn’t even do that. And we saw that Mormon practices of baptizing the dead, is not at all biblical.

	So, what do we get when all that is mixed together? It’s a very corrupt source of authority because the whole religion was just made up, plagiarized, and pieced together by Joseph Smith. I used to think Smith was a good storyteller but that has been qualified to point out that he was more of a prolific plagiarist. He grabbed teachings and information or ideas from many other groups doctrine and practices to come up with his messed-up, false teachings.

	In the last chapter we saw that Smith took his source of truth, or at least said he did, from some golden plates that claimed to be in Egyptian; except that it was his extra-exotic-sounding “reformed” Egyptian. Of course, that doesn’t exist because all more fabrication. His Egyptian deception got worse when he bought mummies and Egyptian papyri from a man with a traveling exhibit. After purchasing those papyri which he could not read, Smith supposedly transcribed them into his Book of Abraham, which today is included in their Mormon doctrine called, the “Pearl of Great Price”. Later when hieroglyphics were understood, the truth was uncovered that he of course got nothing correct in his transcription because it was all another lie. Those papyri were actually part of the Egyptian Book of the Dead and other funeral writings, which had nothing to do with what he claimed.

	We left off in the last chapter showing that Smith was what the Bible calls a false prophet. Deuteronomy 18 tells us how to spot a false prophet. It is simply someone who presumes to speak a word in the name of the Lord and gets it wrong. Of course, that’s because God never gets it wrong. Now I’m not recommending this, but the Old Testament said to get rid of person by stoning or somehow killing him or her. By the way, I have to add that, that policy is outdated because what I just said will go out through the Internet and we’ll never hear the end of it. But anyway, praise God, today with our New Testament covenant we are told to just stay away from that person. God doesn’t lie and never gets it wrong so if a person claims to have a Word from God, but the prediction doesn’t happen, we are to cut them off from us. We do not wait until the second or tenth time they are wrong because the Bible says it takes only one time and then we shut that person off.

	It’s what people should have done with the “Book of Mormon” and Joseph Smith; unfortunately, they didn’t and still haven’t to this today. Now remember, Mormonism has four supposed sources of truth, which supposedly include the Bible, but it really isn’t because they say the Bible is corrupted. The others they actually do rely upon are their “Book of Mormon”, “Doctrine and Covenants”, and the “Pearl of Great Price”. Those three are why Mormonism claims to have a better word from God than we Christians. We have looked at the “Book of Mormon” already so now let’s explore another of their “truth” sources, “Doctrine and Covenants”, which demonstrates a root of their problems with its false claims of revelations from God. I have said it many times: when anyone claims to have gotten something like, “a word from God,” or “God told me,” what are we supposed to do? We are told to run! Just stick with the Bible and you will be fine. But Joseph Smith went off base, getting outside of God’s Word in the Bible. And as we’ll see toward the end of this chapter, Smith even tried to “improve” our Christian Scripture. But first here is more on another of Mormonism’s so-called sources of truth where they claim to have gotten a new Word from God, and new way to Jesus:

	“Doctrine and Covenants contains the revelations of the Mormon prophets--138 in number along with two ‘declarations.’ Here, most of their doctrine can be found including the priesthood, baptism for the dead, godhood, and polygamy.”

	Mormon leaders get outside the Bible and claim revelations from God, which turn out to be untrue, but the organization still reveres whatever those false prophets have said. The problem is, 100% of the time, false prophets equals false teachings. So, as they continue to listen to false prophets, they get more and more false teachings. And that is what we have with their “Doctrine and Covenants” because it is based on their leaders’ revelations, which are from outside the Bible. They should have stopped and thrown out that which has come from their false prophets but, instead, they compiled it all together, into a convenient collection of false teachings. They call it, “Doctrine and Covenants,” though it is just a book of false teachings.

	Another source of “truth” for Mormons is called, the “Pearl of Great Price”. Hey, it has got to be true because it sounds very biblical, right? No! So many times, we have seen false belief systems taking corrupted doctrine and wrapping it in Christianese for better acceptance. “The Pearl of Great Price” contains Smith’s religious history, Articles of Faith, the Book of Abraham, and the Book of Moses. Remember, Smith’s Book of Abraham was the writing he supposedly translated from the Egyptian papyri that ended up exposing him as a fraud when we could later read hieroglyphics. Egyptian experts figured out it was just the Egyptian, Book of the Dead, along with some of their funeral verbiage. It had nothing to do with what Smith claimed when he knew no one could read it.

	So those are the sources of authority that Mormonism relies on and reveres as better truth than the Bible. Those are where they get all their aberrant teachings, we’ve seen from their hodgepodged religion created by Smith. Again, contrast that with the proven, true, unchanging Word of God in the Bible. The tragedy is that our society today is well-stocked with copies of the Bible, including a high percentage of Americans having many copies, yet that may be the reason we also take it for granted. The Bible is apparently just not good enough anymore as it seems people want something they perceive as more exciting, fresh, and robust. But in the entire history of mankind, the Bible is the only book on the planet that came directly from God. How can that ever-become old hat and insufficient? In fact, Scripture itself tells us that everything we need for life and godliness is right there in it. There is no good reason to go anywhere else. And if anything, that should be a great relief, as well as saving us a lot of cash. There is no need to try other doctrines and waste our time. We must stick with the Bible only.

	Here’s a major problem with our society today: How many people say we can’t trust the Bible because of this or that? But we can! When we do the research, we learn the Bible demonstrates and proves its authority, while at the same time Smith and Mormonism’s crazy concoction of false doctrines is completely unreliable. It matters not whether they wrote the false doctrines in books they gave spiritual-sounding names to like, the “Book of Mormon”, “Doctrine and Covenants”, and “Pearl of Great Price”.

	Now let’s look more at a biblical response, contrasting the Mormon mess of false doctrines from men, with the Bible’s truth that came from God:

	“The Bible is the only source of authority.”

	Keep that truth! Don’t just say it, have it on your website, or only keep it as a doctrinal statement. If you really stick to that truth, praise God, you will never be steered wrong. Take it, cherish it, and hold tight to it! But it has got to be more than just a statement. It must be your behavior. Many people, even including professing Christians, do not follow the dictates of the Bible for what they believe and how they behave. Instead, they more value their own personal opinion, secular society, the educational system, the media, and their friends. In practice, those are what people believe in even though it’s just a hodgepodge of everything out in a fallen society, rather than God’s Word in the Bible. Just keep your path clean and pure with God because He never gets it wrong. Stick to the Bible as your only source of authority.

	“The Bible composed of 39 Old Testament books and the 27 New Testament books. constitutes God’s (ONLY!!!) written revelation to mankind.” 

	Now if I could do it in writing, for that word, “ONLY!” I would have included fireworks and maybe a huge dragon head shooting fire at it; anything possible to emphasis that word, which again, is !!ONLY!

	So, as I’ve said many times, if Joseph Smith, other Mormons, New Agers, Charismatics, Hindus, or anyone, including a professing Christian, says they have a new revelation for you, what should be your response? It must be, “No, I don’t think so; the Bible is sufficient for me.” Let’s continue with our biblical response:

	“The Bible is the inspired, verbal (extending to the very words), plenary (including all of the words), infallible (trustworthy), inerrant in the original manuscripts, Word of God. The Bible is the sole authority for faith and practice (Matthew 5:18; 22:31-32; Galatians 3:16; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 4:12; 2 Peter 1:20-21).”

	It should be our sole source of authority but unfortunately that is not the practice for many professing Christians.

	“In addition, there has been no other written revelation given by God.”

	What did it say? There has been no other written revelation. That’s it! How many times does God have to tell us? He made it clear that the Bible is it and we should celebrate that assurance. Before I was saved, I had been deep into New Age and extremely frustrated. Nothing about it ever satisfied! New Age can be intellectually stimulating with people attempting to get answers. So, there was a small part that was seemingly satisfying but it would just never pan out. In New Age a person gets to pick from a ton of doctrines so I would spend three months going down one route, which would end up not working, and then I’d try another. I’d study hard and practice what I was taught in each new method, but inevitably that too didn’t work. So, I’d also abandon that one and then grab something else. In the end, the trail of failures had been overwhelming. It was so frustrating because answers seemed to be right almost within my reach all the time, but then nothing panned out to supply that needed gratification.

	However, when I called upon the name of Jesus Christ and really meant it from my heart, it was like, BOOM! WOOO HOOO! And I thought right away, “Hey, this is real! Something’s different about this.” I was so relieved when I got saved because my life had been so frustrating. No longer did I have to keep bouncing from one person’s idea to the next. And that is the irony: we should relish the fact that we came into the truth and we need to thank God we are through wondering what is true about life. We need not to dwell on what happened in the past or about what is coming in the future. The answers are all in the Bible, so we do not have to wonder if it’s the real book. The Bible is it, man!

	But these days we seem to run from Scripture. In fact, I have a real problem with a current statistic about the state of the American Church today and professing Christians. While they claim Christianity, over 50% of the Church no longer believe in the absolute authority of the Bible and close to the same number think it has errors. That is just crazy, especially when God says all Scripture is his written revelation and there is no other besides His Old and New Testaments. God’s Word is all wrapped up in one nice package for us, so we need to get in there and enjoy it.

	But how do we know the Bible is the true Word of God? Those guys who compiled our Scripture books could have haphazardly put them together, right? Maybe they were just flipping a coin to decide what to include. No, it was all done very deliberately, which makes sense; if God is sovereign over the affairs of men, he is also sovereign over those men who compiled the appropriate books for in the Bible. That is common sense.

	Here are some of the ways we know the Bible is the true Word of God: First is the bibliographic test, which examines whether the documents we have today are the same as those originally written by the authors.

	“This test considers the quantity of existing manuscripts and the time between the earliest copies and the originals.”

	Technically, we do not have the originals but do have copies. Then how do we know those compare well to the originals that we don’t have? Well, it’s a whole science, which says, the more copies we have, the better is the comparison process, allowing us to get more accurately back to the originals. It’s kind of like doing a reverse family tree and it gets very exact. So, in this process, accuracy is increased as the number of copies rises. The more copies we have of any writing, the better we can verify what is true of the original. And a lot of copies is what we have with the origins of the Bible.

	That said, as soon as we say we do not have the originals, people want to claim we can’t trust the Bible and just have to hope these copies got it right. But no, in the last chapter we saw how the copies from 1,000 years after the Dead Sea Scrolls had virtually no changes. There are only minor punctuation or spelling changes, which reflect the difference in dialect present in that Qumran community. Those insignificant variations did not affect the message. Of course, that is very unlike what we saw with the “Book of Mormon” where there were close to 4,000 changes with many major alterations to the message and some including whole sections.

	As for the Bible, when people mock the Scriptures and says they can’t be trusted, here is what we need to keep in mind: There are only forty-nine copies of Aristotle’s writings in existence and even all of those are at least 1,400 years removed from the original; not fourteen days or even fourteen years. That is a full 1,400 years, which is a very distant past. And it gets worse with the writings of Plato, who used to be my son’s favorite philosopher; or was that, “Play-Doh?” Anyway, there are only seven copies of Plato’s works on our whole planet, and they are 1,200 years removed from the original.

	Now contrast that with our Bible, of which we have over 24,000 ancient copies and they are finding more all the time. The earliest of those copies is only twenty-five years removed from the original. So the copies we have of Plato and Aristotle’s works are 1,200 to 1,400 years removed from the original, with only seven and forty-nine copies in existence, while for the New Testament, we have over 24,000 copies, even some from within the lifetime of the actual authors. Yet people don’t even think to question Aristotle or Plato’s writing at the same time they scoff at the Bible. It makes no sense.

	And listen to this because it gets even better than twenty-five years: In the Qumran community where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found with their Old Testament copies, just the last few years they have actually found copies of the New Testament books too. If you use the dates people estimate for the writing of the New Testament manuscripts, based on what they just found, we now have portions of the Gospel of Mark that are from within thirteen years of being written, portions of the Romans from within eleven years, James within eight years, Acts within five years, 1 Timothy within five years, and portions a 2 Peter from the exact same year it was estimated to have been written; yet people want to mock and scoff at the Bible. Excuse me?! It just does not make sense. And that is why one guy says this:

	“No book from the ancient world comes to us with more abundant evidence for its integrity than does the New Testament. The authenticity and general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established.”

	In other words, the question is settled in favor of New Testament authenticity.

	When dealing with the facts, especially compared to other historical documents, the most ridiculous statement anyone could parrot is that the Bible is not trustworthy. And most people have not even picked up the Bible even though many of them still act like they are experts on the subject while. But they are just picking up on that lie, which is regularly propagated by a corrupted media.

	Unlike Mormon documents and anything else from antiquity, the New Testament is the most verified document in the history of mankind. But isn’t the doubt that has been sown exactly what we would expect from the enemy. If I were the devil and the Bible is from God, which it is, what book am I going to spend much of my time poking holes in and raising doubt about in the minds of people? And at the same time, I would attempt to seduce people away from the Scriptures into a multitude of other supposed sources of authority that will lead them away from Jesus. That is exactly what satan would do and it’s what’s being done by him today.

	The second test to know the Bible is the true Word of God, is called the “Internal” or “Eyewitness” Test,” which considers the credibility of the authors and the truthfulness of what was written. The third is the External Test, considering the historical events, geography, archaeology, and cultural consistencies. With the archaeology aspect, I need to point this out again because it is very important: How much archaeological evidence do we find from the claims in the “Book of Mormon”? Absolutely nothing backing up Smith’s claims has been found; including on Smith’s Hill of Cumorah where he supposed received his golden plates. Smith claimed there were some major battles on that hill involving many, many thousands of combatants, a huge number of which died. But if that’s true, why don’t we find any evidence of human bones, weapons, coinage, or clothing? Come on!

	Whether or not we can trust what’s shown on the History Channel, it probably hard to count the number of times they presented people finding artifacts at the Civil War battlefields, still to this day? And Smith’s battles supposedly involved a lot more men. Yet those who have searched find nothing to back up his story.

	Getting back to the tests, as I said, the second and third are Internal (eyewitness) and External (historical events, geography, archaeology, and cultural consistencies). Those who put together the books to be included in the Bible, did not just sit around picking books willy-nilly.       

	Instead, they asked logical qualifying questions like whether the author, of a potential book to be included, was an apostle of Christ. Of course, that is important because the apostles actually spent a lot of time with Jesus, which is where we got the New Testament.

	Another qualification was whether the book agreed with the rest of the Scripture. Why is that important? It’s because God doesn’t lie or contradict himself. So, if the writing is truly from God, it can’t lie or contradict him so there is consistency. They also wanted to know whether a book had been accepted by the early Church because those early Christians were there at the very beginning. If they did not accept and circulate a certain writing, it was probably for a very good reason.

	Another qualification was whether a book had been quoted by the early Church. Why is that important? If they took a quotation from a book, they must have believed that quote was the Word of God. In fact, here’s something interesting about that: Sir David Dalrymple gathered together the early Church fathers’ letters, from which he said he was able to reconstruct the entire New Testament using just the quotations (except for only eleven verses). So even if they had lost all copies of the New Testament, with just those quotations they could have reconstructed it. Isn’t that amazing?

	Another qualifier was whether a book came with the power of God. There is something about reading the real one-and-only Bible that just comes and smacks you right between the eyes. It hits you with the power of God. You cannot get that from something a man whipped up.

	So those are the very effective filters used to give us the Bible and as you can see, they were in no way haphazard. Here is an important testimony to the miracle of God’s Bible:

	“The Bible was written over 1,500 years by forty different authors in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek) and yet there are no contradictions.”

	Unlike the Bible, and as we have seen over and over throughout our multi-year study called, World Religions, Cults & the Occult, when we have come across a book that is supposed to be the Word of God but has contradictions, what is that a sign of? It tells us man wrote it! There are so many contradictions because it is not from God. Man threw it together for his own purposes, which usually involve power and money. And nowhere is that plainer to see than with the “Book of Mormon”.

	“One of the most significant evidences for the divine origin of the Bible is prophecy.”

	But what do we hear in the Church today? It’s, “Oh no, don’t make me learn prophecy. Don’t teach prophecy. That’s just full of wacko conspiracy theories. Bible prophecy is the last thing you need to preach about, pastor.” Completely contrary to that idea, God says this right at the beginning of Revelation:

	“Blessed are those who read and take to heart the words of this prophecy.”

	All of God’s Word is a blessing but He offers to bless our socks off if we study Bible prophecy. And when we look into prophecy, we are immediately blessed from the revealing, or unveiling, apokalupsis in the Greek, of Jesus Christ. Don’t we want to know more about Jesus and be reminded every day that our story on earth ends with us winning? Don’t we want to be reminded each day that He’s coming back, this old earth with all its evils will soon be gone forevermore, and we get to be part of the Christ’s Millennial Kingdom, New Heaven, and New Earth? Who would not want to hear about that?!

	But why are half the people in the Church professing to be Christians, yet they don’t know if they can trust the Bible? Why are they unconfident in God’s Word? It’s because they’re not being taught Bible prophecy, which, by the way, makes up about a third of the entire Scripture. As a pastor myself, with all due respect to other men behind the pulpit, I feel like asking this question of those who won’t teach Bible prophecy: How can you sit there and say you’re being a faithful shepherd if you deliberately and purposely keep one-third of the Bible away from your congregation? This coming Sunday, how do you think the people here at Sunrise Bible Church would react if I made an announcement like this?

	“Hey guys, as your pastor you know I love you and only want the best for you. With that in mind, I want to announce this important decision: For your own good, there is one third of this Bible I’m just going to rip out because it’s stuff you don’t need to hear; it’s all just doom and gloom. Right here in front of you, I’m going to rip it out of mine and I want you to grab yours and do the same.”

	If I actually said or did that in front of my congregation, what should they do in response? They should not even walk out. Instead, they would need to kick me out immediately. And because that’s true, how’s it acceptable for pastors behind the pulpit to deliberately refuse to equip their people with a full third of the Scriptures? Unfortunately, though, with many pastors, teaching Bible prophecy is not acceptable today. That is sad and tragic because Bible prophecy is the part that demonstrates the authenticity of the Bible, verifying that it had to come from God because only he can know the future. That is the monumental importance of prophecy.

	Whether we’re talking about the Old or New Testament, God made an entire third of it to be prophecy. With that He is loudly declaring, “Hey, I wrote this book! I did what man cannot do: over and over I predicted the very future events that you have seen come to pass!” Unlike God, man can’t be successful with his prophecies. Remember when Joseph Smith tried to predict the future? How much did he get right? The answer is zero! But with God, it’s not been just twenty-five or even two hundred and fifty prophecies He included in His Bible. God wrote over 2,500 prophecies, with over 2,000 having been fulfilled already. Again, what message is he giving us with each successful prophecy? He says:

	“I wrote this book! You cannot say it came from man because logically I did what only the Supreme Being, who is above and beyond time (seeing the beginning from the end), can do. I made thousands of predictions before they ever happened; many of which I gave in great detail.”

	And God’s prophecies are not just the vague sort of predictions we see from so-called psychics, who say things like,

	“Tom, now that you’ve let me know you’re going to be in downtown Las Vegas this holiday weekend with those large crowds, I want to prophecy this for you: ‘You are going to walk by a person you’ve never seen before.’ “

	Give me a break! It’s crazy how non-specific they are, just leaving people to fill in the blanks themselves. But when God has predicted events, it’s not cheap tricks. He gets very specific and then nails it 100% every time. So, is it any wonder that those in the Christian Church who are not taught Bible prophecy, start to doubt Scripture’s Christian doctrine? Bible prophecy is not just about what our future is going to be like. Prophecy proves that God wrote the Bible. I really think the neglect of feeding the flock from the whole Bible, especially Bible prophecy, is part and parcel of why much of the Church today is doubting Scripture.

	Again, over 2,000 Bible prophecies have already been fulfilled so I want to give you some of that evidence starting with Isaiah 42:8-9 where God tells us that He alone has this special ability to predict the future:

	“I am the Lord; that is My name! I will not give My glory to another or My praise to idols.”

	Does that mean there is only one God? Yes, of course it does! He goes on:

	“Everything I prophesied has come true, and now I will prophesy again. I will tell you the future before it happens.”

	God is saying He demonstrates His authorship of the Bible by prophesying events before they come to pass, either within the generation of those who originally heard it or some generations later. Then those reading Scripture at any time can look back in hindsight and see that only the God could have known those outcomes 200, or sometimes even 2,000, years before. So, through successful prophecy, God has completely nailed down the verifiable fact that the Bible came from Him. Over 2,000 times so far, He has shown us that He is the one true Lord and Supreme Being, who created us. Of course, you will not know that if you pay no attention to Bible prophecy. When the subject is researched through that neglected third of the Bible, we find there is no excuse for any of us to be a doubting Thomas about the complete veracity of the Bible.

	Now non-Christians, and even some Christians, will hear us mention Bible prophecy and often claim something like,

	“Well, psychics make accurate predictions all the time.”

	Well, let’s take a hard look at that. How about Joseph Smith? Was he some sort of psychic? He said he received new revelations from God and then made predictions from those. How did those turn out? He was wrong every time; a track record of zero. And then when we examine Smith’s writings, we see they are full of contradictions and lies that prove they weren’t from God. Of course, he was just making it all up.

	What about people who call themselves psychics and make money at it? Don’t they regularly predict the future just like God did? No, and besides that, in Deuteronomy 18 God told us to stay away from spiritists, mediums and people of that nature. Why? It’s because those practices are demonic, so they produce lies. We are not to listen to demons, stay away from people who do and just focus on God’s Word. So, with anyone like psychics who claim to have received a word from a spirit, including God, that is outside the Word of God (His Bible), what must we do?

	First, God tells us not to even listen to them. And second, as far as psychics, much of their so-called psychic abilities is just a bunch of chicanery. We have looked at this in other studies and can’t get deep into it here, but their deception normally goes something like this:

	“Bobby, thank you for visiting my psychic service. I am seeing that you are kind of a casual guy who enjoys life, you do work involving your hands and body, and you’re married.”

	If those aspects of Bobby’s life are true, then he may think the guy is a prophet, right? But he’s not because that technique used on Bob is called a “cold read,” which is just the con-artist psychic paying close attention to how he’s dressed, whether or not he’s wearing a ring, and mannerisms like how Bobby walks in, sits and greets the psychic. So, a lot of it is just chicanery, which is another reason God tells us to stay away from it.

	When we look at the evidence of the psychic professional track record, their bankrupt services become apparent. I want to give you a list of just one year’s major events that no psychic saw coming. If they are so adept at predicting future events, in 2012 alone, how did they all miss predicting these major happenings: Hurricane Sandy; the largest earthquakes of the year in Indonesia, which were 8.2 and 8.6 on the Richter Scale; the largest death tolls from earthquakes were in Iran, Guatemala, and Mexico; the Palestinian bid to become a U.N. non-member observer state; and the escalating crisis in Syria. None guessed those. They also didn’t see Julian Assange being given asylum by the Ecuadorian embassy, trapped in England; the riot fallout in Russia; the Facebook stock market debacle; the Aurora, Colorado theater mass shooting; or one of the worst school shootings in history, the Newtown, Connecticut shooting. Psychics completely missed all those too.

	That same year, psychics (who claim to predict the future) also missed the death of all these famous people: Whitney Houston, Gore Vidal, Ravi Shankar, Phyllis Diller, Dick Clark, Ernest Borgnine, Andy Griffith, Neil Armstrong, Sally Ride, Patrick Moore, Ray Bradbury, General Norman Schwarzkopf, and Rodney King. Could none of them get even one of those? No, of course not. They are not God. Psychics also missed all scores, medals, and rankings from the London Olympics of 2012. And to top it all off, those unhelpful spiritists, or psychics, even missed the most important event of year, which was a sad end of an era: Twinkies went bankrupt. Come on! They could at least give us a heads-up with that important passing.

	Now as that example of just one-year shows, despite this dismal track record, people still seek out and follow the advice of psychics because they want to know the future. But the irony is that the enemy has people so duped they will not trust the one book where, 2,500 times, God says,

	“This book is from Me! I’m demonstrating it to you. In fact, there are still 500 future events coming that I’ll tell you about if you will just read my Bible. And you probably have at least one already so it’s also free.”

	Yet people want to go elsewhere, letting themselves be duped by psychics while searching for any supposed new revelation they might find. What are they doing?! Just stick with the Bible! And by the way, with all due respect, just like those giving money to the Mormons, people going to psychics are getting ripped off. While Mormonism rakes in 22 million dollars a day from the unsuspecting followers who apparently don’t know their own organization’s history, just on calls to psychic hotlines alone, people spend 300 million dollars every year. And that’s not even the entire amount handed over to psychics; it only includes psychic phone services. Isn’t that crazy!?

	Listen to these statistics about those handing their money to psychics, and I’m sorry to say it’s actually a little concerning for the ladies out there: The approximate annual earnings of men who have consulted a psychic range from $40,000 to $95,000 per year. With women it’s a wider range at $25,000 to $100,000. So, there is a greater income diversity for the women and they’re willing to spend up to $5,000 on a psychic, while men stop at $2,000. While visiting a psychic, the percentage of men who will have them, supposedly, put a curse on someone is 3%; 51% of women will. So, guys, be nice to your lady. Men who would admit their contact with a psychic were 39%, while 69% of the ladies would confess to it, so women were much more open about it. The percentage of men who would recommend consulting a psychic is 28%; 69% of women would.

	Here’s an interesting one: Those who would consult a psychic on sentimental matters were 85% of woman and only 11% of men. Of course, that is because a good portion of us, men have no emotions. Of those who consulted a psychic more than once, the number was 53% of women and only 11% of men. So, the ladies were much more likely to go again. The number of women who spend more than $5,000 on a psychic in one year is 375,000, while only 5000 men did, making the difference very significant. Still worse, the number of women who spent more than $10,000 in a year was 275,000, and only 300 mean who did so.

	With all due respect, I think the reason more ladies are drawn in by psychics is because psychics play on your emotions. You are more emotional creatures in general, which is not necessarily a bad thing, but can get out of control. That is why God’s counterweight, are guys, who bring an undetectable level of emotion. When you put the two together, it kind of works out, hopefully. At least that is what it is supposed to do, right? Hey, God knows what He’s doing.

	Also, the emotional makeup of women is extremely important in a family, especially for the nurturing of children. Unfortunately, psychics are expert at abusing that. They rip-off both men and women, but especially the ladies.

	In the U.S., a very successful celebrity or otherwise big-name psychic (or medium) annually earns over $5 million. A reasonably successful psychic in the U.S. makes about half a million. Now if those celebrity psychics keep it up, combined they might come close to Mormonism, which again, takes in $22,000,000 per day! Does it sound harsh to compare the LDS organization to psychics? Well, let us explore that comparison: What does a psychic say? They claim to predict the future and receive new revelations, or new information, to let us know about. What does Mormonism tell its followers? Being run by Joseph Smith and all their other so-called prophets, even up to today, Mormonism regularly claims to get supposed new revelations from God. Smith and many of those others have also said they can predict the future. For that they rake in $22,000,000 a day, all while ripping those donors off just like psychics do. And again, right there in Deuteronomy 18, God tells us not to deal with spiritists or mediums (modern-day psychics).

	Now what about God’s track record with His predictions? I’m only going to take the time here for a couple of examples but again, He did this over 2,000 times.  Even though God’s prophecies are very detailed, unlike those of the psychics, God has been 100% correct and the remaining predictions he made are all lining up, right now, in these last days.

	Here are some examples: In Daniel 2, God predicted the rise and fall of nations with the rise of four totally different nations. In historical order they were Babylon, followed by the empires of Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. God also predicted the fall of nations. In the Bible’s book of Nahum, God predicted that the nation of Nineveh would be permanently destroyed, that it would happen by fire, they would easily be captured, their army officers would desert, and that they would even be drunk in their final hours.

	Now that’s pretty specific, and here’s the proof it happened just that way: Archaeologists have not only uncovered a real Nineveh; they’ve also discovered a layer of ash in its ruins that testifies to the fact that it was destroyed by fire. An ancient Babylonian record reveals that Nineveh was easily overtaken and that their officers fled the scene. A Greek historian records that the king gave much wine to his soldiers that night, which caused them to be drunk. So, it happened exactly like God said it would. And this was not your average psychic-type generalized con like, “You’re going to meet someone new.”

	Many predictions from God are seriously specific. Here’s another: The book of Isaiah talks about how Babylon would be overthrown by the Medes with the gates opened by a guy named Cyrus and the area would be reduced to swampland. Guess what happened. History shows it was exactly what happened. The Medes joined up with the Persians to conquer Babylon despite Babylon’s incredible defenses. I actually did a term paper on this bit of history while in Bible college. Babylon’s outer wall was so huge (tall and wide), they would actually have chariot races on top of it; no one should have been able to get through to the Babylonians. Despite that, God said Babylon was going to fall, and he gave specifics about who would do it, as well as what would become of the area. And again, that’s exactly what happened just as God let us know it would, because God is the only one who knows the end from the beginning.

	History records that, despite Babylon’s defenses, a guy named Cyrus diverted the flow of the Euphrates River, (which had run under the walls of Babylon), and marched into the city along the riverbed. Archaeological excavations reveal that parts of Babylon today cannot be dug up because it is under water, making it swamp-like.

	In the book of Ezekiel, Amos predicted the city of Tyre would be attacked by many nations. Its fortresses would fail. Their stones, timber, and soil would be thrown into the sea. The remains of the city would be used to spread fishing nets. By now, you know what happened. Several different nations attempted Tyre’s destruction, but the people would retreat to their island fortress out in the bay, probably taunting the attackers who could not reach them. Finally, Alexander the Great came along and dismantled the houses and other structures of Tyre. He threw them into the sea to make a land bridge to those people who fled, thereby conquering them. Would you say that, by the time Alexander’s forces got three quarters of the way to that island, those Tyre folks probably stopped taunting them?

	So, Alexander the Great wiped the city of Tyre completely clean because the ruins all went into the water to make the land bridge. And do you know what the area of the original city is used for today? It’s a flat barren rock, which makes the perfect place to spread fishing nets. All tha,t is exactly what God predicted, well in advance.

	Over and over again, God prophesied the rise and fall of nations. And God did these sorts of specific predictions 2,500 times in the Bible. I don’t have time here to get into all the prophecies about the coming of Jesus, but He alone fulfilled over 300 prophecies, including being born of a virgin and being part of the seed of Abraham. And even before the Romans invented crucifixion, God predicted that Jesus’ hands would be pierced. I mean, give me a break! How much more proof do we need?

	And I’ve shared this many times but the odds of just eight specifically-predicted events coming true for one entity like Jesus, of which there were actually three hundred given and three hundred came true, is the same as the odds in this great example of probabilities:

	Let’s say we cover the whole state of Texas three feet deep in silver dollars. Then we mark a red “X” on one more silver dollar, hop on an airplane to fly over the state, randomly throw the X-marked coin out of the plane, and then land the plane at the edge of the state of Texas. Next, we blindfold a guy who would then have the entire state, (covered three feet deep in silver dollars), to wade through until he decides to blindly pick out just one coin. He is not able to see any of the coins but has one chance to grab any one of them, hoping it is the one with the red X. What are the chances he would pick the silver dollar with that X?

	That mathematical probability is the same exact odds of only eight prophecies coming true for one entity like Jesus. Again, He actually fulfilled over three hundred that God gave us in advance. With that in mind, now can you see how appalling it is that people, even Christians, would be kept from this sort of information? Without knowing crucial Bible prophecy information like that, is it any wonder people these days are skeptical about the veracity of the Bible? And also praise God for Bible prophecy because it drills into our heads that Jesus is coming back. So, no one has a brighter future than Christians. From God’s Bible prophecy, we can be encouraged with each of the 2,500 times God gave predictions, to prove that the Bible came from Him. Do you see how all people, including most Christians, are missing out, by not being fed basic Bible prophecy?

	Coincidentally, there are also around 300 Bible prophecies that Jesus will be fulfilling with His Second Coming. However, I do not care how nifty you are with a calculator or the constellations, the Bible says no one will know the day nor the hour. So, we will not know the day and hour of His return. But we are given signs to know when the time is close. Let me give you a quick thirty of those signs and you can judge whether you think these events have happened, are shaping up now, or seem far off in our distant future:

	Israel will return to the land, become a nation again, become a united nation again in one day, and become a powerful military. Their currency will go back to the shekel (happened in 1980), they will blossom as a rose in the desert (it used to be barren lifeless land and now they are the breadbasket of the Middle East), and they will become a source of world conflict. I think it is funny, people wonder how we can know that Jesus’ return is close. All we have to do is turn on a television to see that everyday there is the Middle East conflict surrounding Israel. What is on the news so many nights? It’s little, bitty, teeny, tiny Israel as a source of conflict for the whole world. That is Bible prophecy!

	Here are more last days prophecies for our time: Israel will rebuild the temple (they want to do that right now), there will be increases in travel, knowledge, unrest, earthquakes, famines, pestilence, and war. We will see strange events in the sky, global catastrophes, a false Christ, false teachers, increased wickedness, and the Church will go into apostasy. As far as that last one, for those of us watching Bible prophecy, I think sometimes we focus on the prevalence of earthquakes, wars, and rumors of wars, but I want to say, “Hey, don’t just look on the outside of these Church walls.” If we want to know that we are in the last days, the Bible tells us to look inside at our own camp. Paul wrote to Timothy about how the Church will know when we are living those last days. He did so 2,000 years ago, and it must have blown Paul’s mind to know this information. Paul basically says this to Timothy:

	“Listen, can you imagine this? It’s actually going to happen, man. We won’t know the day or hour but hey, it’s getting close when we see that Christians will actually go to Church services, but all we’ll get from the pulpit is pleasant fluff and stories made up.”

	Paul tells Timothy the last days will involve the Church gathering themselves around teachers who will just tickle their ears (“knetho” in Greek, which means only pleasant things). He says people will turn aside from the truth and only listen to myths or stories made up (“mythois” in Greek).

	So, when we stir this last-days prophecy information together, we know from Paul that it won’t just be a secular world, full of wickedness, wars, earthquakes, famines, and pestilence. Paul warns us that even the Church will go into apostasy, hiring men (and women now), who promise to feed them only pleasant topics and fabricated stories.

	Hey, it’s a good thing we see no signs of that now, right? Wrong!  It is everywhere! In fact, the day I gave this information from the pulpit, I had two phone calls from people in Canada who were both dealing with this same issue we see all over the U.S. It is everywhere. And we get this exact sort of calls from South America, Europe, and as far away as Australia. It is always the same legitimate complaint from all over: “I can’t find a healthy Church!” or “I can’t find someone who will preach the Bible.” They often tell me, “Now I’m the weird one for asking my pastor to preach the other third of the Bible (prophecy) that he’s been leaving out.” And with many of those supposedly Christian Churches, they don’t even give the other two-thirds that is not prophecy. Often their people mostly getting messages like, “Hey, we’re going to help you become a better you,” or, “Let’s talk about how to be financially successful,” or, “Let’s build your self-esteem.”

	But my Bible says we need to esteem others more than ourselves. We are to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow Christ every day. Oops! Instead, what’s going on today is congregations gathering fluff preachers around them. And the Bible foretold this time, which is a sign we are living in the last days.

	Other signs that the Bible gives us, to know we are living in the last days, include the push for a one world religion and one world economy.  With its big-brother society and the persecution of God’s people across the whole planet, seems like the Antichrist and False Prophet are rising to power.  The technology is being developed to control buying and selling across our entire world, combined with some sort of Mark of the Beast system, to identify people with a mark in their right hand and forehead.

	God says all these indicate that we’re in the last days. He’s not going to tell us the day or hour because we’d probably goof off until the time comes, but He is telling us when it’s close. He’s not letting us know so we can prepare for horrible times. It is to encourage us, that the time is near when we get to see Jesus! If we love Him, aren’t we longing to see Him? God knows we are yearning to be with Him so all these prophecies are His way of saying, “Hey Jesus will be there to rescue you soon!” Why would we run from that? I want to see Him, hopefully give him a hug, and say thank you. I want to have a history of help, that I’ve given his kingdom, so I can lay those efforts at His feet to show my appreciation. I want to be part of Jesus’ Millennial Kingdom. I cannot wait for it! And I want to see and be a part of the New Heavens and the New Earth. So why wouldn’t we want to hear all the great news that tells us it’s getting close (again, without telling us the day and the hour)?

	Hearing about all this Bible prophecy taking place in front of our eyes, is better than Christmas. With all due respect, it is even better than a wedding; although my marriage is strong so don’t misconstrue what I’m saying. But in a healthy marriage scenario, normally as the wedding day gets closer, we become more excited, right? I know the wait is also stressful, (just as life is stressful before Jesus comes back), but the overall feeling is one of joyous anticipation.

	Using Bible prophecy (without giving away the day or hour), God is letting us know what will happen in advance so we can be sure His book came from Him, period. Bible prophecy is similar to how many of us grew up with dad and mom telling us things more than once; and often over ten times. In fact, you can fill in the blank, but how many times did she say, “I told you a million times!” And you were maybe thinking, “Yeah mom, you probably did because, man, here we go again.” Well, it’s the same with our Father, God. Throughout the Bible, 2,500 times, He told us, “This book came from Me!” So why do we want to listen to anything else! God’s probably thinking, “What more do I have to give you people?!” But again, with all due respect to the so-called shepherds in our Church today, if they keep Bible prophecy out of their messages, it is no wonder 50% of their congregations (on average) doubt the Bible.

	If we’d only listen to the Bible it would save us from a whole lot of trouble, which includes being left behind to go through Revelation’s Seven Year Tribulation, if you’re not saved when Jesus comes back for His Christian Church. And reading Scripture will keep us from getting ripped off by psychics, who grab people’s cash in exchange for lies, just as it is with the Mormon organization that fleeces their followers to the tune of $22 million per day. But we have made that point enough so let’s continue on with the biblical response to Mormonism’s false sources of authority that come from outside the Bible.

	“One the most significant evidences for the divine origin of the Bible is prophecy (2,500 prophecies with 2,000 already fulfilled). It is statistically impossible for the Bible’s detailed prophecies to have been fulfilled through chance, guessing or intent.”

	When man makes guesses, compiles them all in a book, and then throws some Christianese into it, what do you get? It is the makings of a cult manuscript just like the Book of Mormon. But the Bible has been verified through and through.

	“Concerning written revelation from God after the Bible: the Scriptures themselves explicitly warn against adding to or taking away from what God has given.”

	There’s another important point. The Bible not only tells us to stick to the Bible, but also explicitly tells us not to add even one other word. God says the Bible is all we should have so we are not to add to it; and He mentions that directive repeatedly. Here are a couple of examples:

	“You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you (Deuteronomy 4:2).”

	“Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not add nor take away from it (Deuteronomy 12:32).”

	With all due respect, what is it that Mormonism does, which goes completely against what God just commanded? They have constantly added to Scripture, and frankly, as we will see in a minute, they also take away parts of the Bible, chopping and splicing Scripture to repeatedly violate what God demands. Here is more from the Bible:

	“Every word of God as what is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge from Him. Do not add to His words or He will reprove you, and you will be proven a liar (Proverbs 30:5-6).”

	If we will only stick to God’s Word in the Bible, it will be a shield to protect us from the lies that not only lead us astray, causing hurt and harm, but also keep us from being ripped off by false teachers. Scripture is out shield. As we just read, God says not to add to His words, or He will reprove us, and we will be proven liars. Bingo! With all due respect, that is exactly what has happened to Joseph Smith. Here is more from Revelation 22:18-19:

	“I testify to everyone who hears the words of this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which were written in this book. And if anyone takes away from the words of this book, God will take away his part in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are written in this book.”

	God’s message is very clear: Don’t add or take away from Scripture; leave it alone because I have put my stamp of approval on it 2,500 times. Isn’t that good enough? Why do we have to keep going somewhere else? Just like those Old Testament stories of the people constantly straying and coming back, only to stray again. Even today we are looking for other ideas, theories, and prophets (outside the Bible) to guide us. But why can’t we just get into the Bible and enjoy it straight from the mind of God?

	Now believe it or not, there were some in Joseph Smith’s time who were brave enough to speak up about him being a liar and false prophet, that veered far off from God’s Word. As we saw with the verification of the Bible through a scientific Internal (Eye-Witness) Test, I want to share with you the testimony of eyewitnesses who lived and worked with, or were neighbors of, Joseph Smith. Listen to these people and decide from their observations whether Smith passes the Internal Test; was he reliable and trustworthy? Is he infallible like the Word of God?

	These reports are about Joseph Smith, with some also describing his entire family: Peter Ingersoll said Joseph Smith was all about money digging. William Stafford said it was about money digging and buried treasure. Willard Chase said it was all about money. Purely Chase said it was all about money and that Smith was a liar. David Stafford said it was about money digging and Smith was a lying drunkard. Barton Stafford said he was a drunkard. Henry Harris said Joseph Smith was a money digger and liar. Roswell Nichols said he was a liar and all about buried treasure. Joseph Stafford said it was about buried treasure. Joseph Capone said Smith was all about money, he was a liar, and sought buried treasure. Isaac Hale said it was about money digging and buried treasure.

	I could go on and on but just know that sixty-two different people said it was all about money digging and buried treasure. So Smith’s contemporaries who knew the guy from him being in their community (his neighbors, friends, and co-workers who knew him and his family), put down on the record of that time, that Smith, with all due respect, was a liar who was all about money and buried treasure. They let people know the guy could not be trusted.

	Now remember, we already subjected Scripture to the eyewitness test, so since Smith was saying his revelations were given to him by God, even claiming his teachings were better than what we have in the Bible, shouldn’t we put him through the same eyewitness test? Let me give you a couple of testimonies from eyewitnesses. The first is from Barton Stafford in Manchester, New York, which is in Ontario County; a sixteen-minute drive from Palmyra, New York, where the Hill Cumorah was with Smith’s supposed golden plates. And Stafford lived on a farm in the country, so it was probably even closer than the town of Manchester. Either way he lived right there in close proximity to Smith’s Hill Cumorah. Here is Barton Stafford going on the record:

	“Being called upon to give a statement on the character of the family of Joseph Smith, Sr. as far as I know, I can state that I became acquainted with them in 1820, and I knew them until 1831 (Remember, the ‘Book of Mormon’ was published in 1830,) when they left this neighborhood. Smith, Sr. was a noted drunkard and most of the family followed his example, Joseph, Jr. especially, who was very much addicted to intemperance (Alcohol.) In short, not one of the family had the least claims to respectability. Even since he professed to be inspired of the Lord to translate the ‘Book of Mormon’, one day while at work in my father’s field (Stafford was there when this happened,) got quite drunk on a composition of cider, molasses and water. Finding his legs to refuse their office, he couldn’t walk anymore, he leaned upon the fence and hung for some time; at length recovering again, he fell to scuffling with one of the work-men, who tore his shirt nearly off from him. Joseph Smith’s wife, who was at our house on a visit, appeared very much grieved at his conduct, and to protect his back from the rays of the sun, and conceal his nakedness, threw her shawl over his shoulders and in that plight escorted the Prophet home. As an evidence of his piety and devotion, when intoxicated, he frequently made his religion the topic of conversation!”

	This was a person who lived in the community with Joseph Smith. The skeptics say we can’t trust a Bible, so we put it to Eyewitness Test, which the Bible easily passes. So now we are just doing the same for the Mormonism’s founder; the guy who gave them much of the doctrines they still follow today.

	Here is another eyewitness, Henry Harris, from Cuyahoga County, which is about 38 minutes from Kirtland, Ohio, where Smith was before eventually having to also flee that area; Harris is speaking about the entire Smith clan:

	“They were a family that labored very little, the chief they did, was to dig for money.”

	Remember, money digging was the common witchcraft technique of that time where witches (in this case, Joseph and his family), put a so-called seer stone in a hat, pulled the hat up to their face to block out all light, and then waited for spirits to appear, who were guarding treasure. So, it was a money-making venture. Harris goes on:

	“Joseph Smith, Jr. the pretended Prophet, used to pretend to tell fortunes; he had a stone which he used to put in his hat, by means of which he professed to tell people’s fortunes.”

	That is interesting. And hey, it sounds like what psychics do. And why do psychics do it? They’re hoping to snatch people’s cash. And what has Smith and Mormonism been all about? It’s their on-going mission to fleece the folks in their flock. Here is more from Henry Harris:

	“Joseph Smith, Jr., Martin Harris and others, used to meet together in private, a while before the gold plates were found, and were familiarly known by the name of the ‘Gold Bible Company.’“

	Now we need to make note of that because, originally, Smith and friends had plans to start a money-making business by that name, which would create gold Bibles and sell them for profit. Harris goes on:

	“They were regarded by the community in which they lived, as a lying and indolent, lazy people who avoided work, set of men and no confidence could be placed in them. After the ‘Book of Mormon’ was published, I frequently bantered with him for a copy. He asked fourteen shillings a piece for them.  I told him I would not give him so much. He told me he had had a revelation that they must be sold at that price. Sometime afterwards I talked to Martin Harris (Smith’s cohort in the ‘Gold Bible Company’) about buying one of the books and he told me they had had a new revelation, that they might be sold at ten shillings a piece.”

	I guess at the higher price their books weren’t flying off the shelf. Now listen to this interesting account from Abigail Harris in 1833:

	“In the early part of the winter in 1828, I made a visit to Martin Harris and was joined in company by Joseph Smith, Sr. and his wife. The Gold Bible business, so called, was the topic of conversation, to which I paid particular attention that I might learn the truth of the whole matter. They told me that the report that Joseph, Jr. had found golden plates, was true, and that he was in Harmony, Pennsylvania, translating them.”

	Now with this next part, keep in mind that Smith supposedly ran three miles with these gold plates, as a cripple who had a permanent leg injury and had men chasing him. Again, this is Abigail Harris’s account of what the Smith’s told her:

	“They said that the plates he then had in possession were but an introduction to the Gold Bible, that all of them upon which the bible was written, were so heavy that it would take four stout men to load them into a cart.”

	That is eyewitness testimony on the historical record. Either way, it’s another example of Joseph Smith’s lies. Abigail goes on:

	“After the book was translated, the plates were to be publicly exhibited, admittance $.05 cents.”

	Well, of course the Smith family planned to charge for that. They were a money-making venture. And with all due respect, as the people in the community said, they were a lazy family that did not want to work. So, they sat around trying to invent ways to make money by conning it away from others normally; they were all about the quick buck. Here’s more from Abigail:

	“She calculated it would bring in annually an enormous sum of money. That money would then be very plenty, and the book would also sell for a great price, as it was something entirely new. The next morning, they took me into another room, and after closing the door, said, ‘Have you four or five dollars in money, that you can lend until our business is brought to a close? The spirit has said you shall receive four-fold.’ “

	So, the whole book and golden plates thing was an idea the Smith’s cooked up as a money-making venture. At this time with Abigail Harris, they needed her to lend them a few bucks because they were not bringing in the cash yet. Their whole new-religion scheme was still in the beginning stages. Their full plan was to concoct a story, whip up fake artifacts, have their “Book of Mormon” as an intro to the Gold Bibles, and then charge admittance to see their “Book of Mormon”, all this while also trying to get people to buy their supposed better Bible, the Gold Bible, through their Gold Bible Company. It smells exactly like a scam because it was, and still is. Here’s Abigail talking about how the group promoting this stuff with the Smiths, knew it was a scam:

	“In the second month following, Martin Harris and his wife were at my house. In conversation about the Mormonites, Martin’s wife said that she wished Martin would quit them the Mormonites as she believed it was all false and a delusion. To which I heard Mr. Harris reply: ‘What if it is a lie; if you will let me alone, I will make money out of it!’”

	And 187 years later, to the tune of $22 million per day, that’s what Mormonism is still doing right now in our time. It is all part of the historical record for anyone to find for themselves.

	Now as we finish up this chapter, I want to give you the transcript of a video that details another undertaking of Joseph Smith’s. This is another scam he pulled off as supposed prophet from God, who claimed to receive all kinds of revelations, just as today’s Mormon “prophets” supposedly do. After creating the “Book of Mormon”, Smith decided he was going to fix the Bible for the rest of us. And since the Mormon founder was gracious enough to give humanity his collaboration with God, as he said, a new and better bible than the Christian Bible, Mormons must keep that work of Smith’s front and center, at every official ceremony or gathering of any kind, right? Just like our pastors keep a copy of the Bible at the pulpit each Sunday, should we assume Mormons leaders have Smith’s bible within arm’s reach during their services? Well, let’s take a look at the record and discover another point of hypocrisy coming out of Mormonism:

	“Just after the publication of the ‘Book of Mormon’ in 1830, Joseph Smith received a revelation that he was to make a new translation of the Bible, which he said was corrupted. This was not a literal translation from the ancient text, but a revelatory process, parts of which Smith revised several times. He made thousands of changes, additions, and deletions, including completely removing the Song of Solomon. Some of the passages that he added suffered from the same kind of anachronisms, errors in the timing of different aspects, found in the ‘Book of Mormon’, including quoting from the New Testament over a thousand years before it had been written. But the most important changes he made were to make the Bible explicitly teach unique Mormon doctrines about baptism, the afterlife, and the priesthood, among others. He rewrote verses that originally said that no man can see God because he had claimed to have seen God. He even inserted a prophecy about himself into the book of Genesis. And yet with the exception of two excerpts, his Book of Moses and Matthew, published in the ‘Pearl of Great Price’, the Joseph Smith translation is not the official LDS canon. Instead, they use the King James Version, which, according to their articles of faith, is not translated correctly. And although the church has prophets, seers, and revelators, they have yet to correct the Bible.”

	That is just wrong all the way around so where do we even start? Here’s the deal: Smith said he was a true prophet who has given humanity a better authority than what we Christians have with the Bible. And he did that by whipping up Mormonism’s sources of authority, which they still revere today. Those are the “Book of Mormon”, “Doctrine and Covenants”, and the Pearl of Great Price. Then he even goes a big step further to help his followers out and, continuing supposedly as a prophet from God, Smith “fixes” our Christian Bible that Mormonism still says is corrupted, but Mormonism refuses to use Smith’s book that he said he got from God. Why? Well, like with everything else they have and do, when you take a look at their Joseph Smith Translation, it’s not accurate. So, what do they do for a Bible? Mormonism won’t use Smith’s, because of the inaccuracy, and instead, admit to only using the King James Bible, but only where it’s supposedly not corrupted with all the errors, they claim it has.

	That is completely contradictory to their assertions about Smith being a prophet who received his information as a sure Word from God. Yet, instead of utilizing Smith’s bible which supposedly came from God, they choose the KJV Bible that they claim to be full of contradictions. They cannot win either way, which is often the result of lies, right? On top of all that, Mormonism tells us they still have prophets today, so why aren’t they fixing those incorrect passages Smith supposedly got from God? Of course, those are not the questions they would like us to ask because they have a well-oiled money machine and don’t want us to mess it up. With all due respect, people are getting ripped off to the tune of $22 million per day, just like what psychics are doing to people.

	Now let’s contrast that major mess of malfeasance with the complete trustworthiness of the Bible:

	“No other book has been so chopped, knifed, sifted, scrutinized, and vilified. What book on philosophy or religion or psychology, has been subject to such a mass attack as the Bible? With such venom and skepticism? Upon every chapter, line and tenant? Yet the Bible is still loved by millions, read by millions, and studied by millions. Infidels of eighteen hundred years have been refuting and overthrowing this Book, and yet it still stands today as solid as a rock. Its circulation increases, and it is more loved and cherished and read today than ever before. If the book had not been the Book of God, men would have destroyed it long ago. Emperors and popes, kings and priests, princes and rulers have all tried their hand at it; they die, and the Book still lives.”

	Why it that? It because the Bible is from God and the most verified book in the history of mankind. Our analysis of Mormonism has been kind compared with what people have repeatedly done to the Bible through history. The Bible still stands the test. And I could go even deeper into that truth, but we don’t have enough space for it here. With all that in mind, would you say Mormonism is better than what we Christians have with the Bible? No way!

	So, we’ve taken a detailed look at Mormonism’s sources of authority. In the next chapter we’ll get further into the five classic signs of being in a cult. We just saw that the central problem is having a wrong source of authority but cults also mess up on the nature of God, the person and work of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and the means of salvation. Why is Mormonism wrong? It starts with their incorrect authority and then includes their failure on every other of those aspects.
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	By way of a quick recap, we’ve seen that Mormonism built their whole concept around a misinterpretation of the Bible’s James 5. They claim that passage tells them to look for a burning in the bosom as a sign from God that Mormonism is the way to go. But that is taking James 5 out of context. It’s also hard to know which account of the Mormon origins to believe because the story changed in so many ways. In fact, their writings don’t even agree with each other. Neither is there one shred of archaeological evidence for any of the Mormon story, “Mormon” does not mean “more good” but instead refers to the “boogie monster,” Mormonism has a history of extreme racism, Joseph Smith was not a martyr because true martyrs don’t retaliate by shooting and killing people, and Smith was a Freemason who was also deep into witchcraft.

	Smith did not succeed with his boast of keeping his organization together, which is something he said Jesus couldn’t even do. During and after his life, his concocted religion broke into a bunch of splinter groups. We will see more of that in this chapter. Other issues with Mormonism are their many false teachings like baptism of the dead, where people supposedly get a second chance. Of course, their supposed biblical source for that is another passage they’ve taken out of context.

	Why do they get so much wrong? Well, it’s the same sad story as all other cults with the corruption coming from a messed-up source of authority, which is the principle sign to know if you are either in a cult, or actually that cult’s leader. Again, there are five aspects where cults fail. As mentioned, the first and foundational one is a corrupt source of authority and the other four always follow close behind. Mormonism may say, “Oh yes, we follow the King James Bible,” but then wrongly label it corrupted. So, their disingenuous endorsement of what they claim is corruption, makes no sense. What they do ultimately follow is their “Book of Mormon”, “Doctrine and Covenants”, and “Pearl of Great Price”. All three have serious problems. They are each a Mormon source of authority, which are badly compromised.

	We saw Smith concocted some Mormon doctrine from his supposed golden plates that no one can look at and the writing on those plates was supposedly “reformed” Egyptian that no non-Mormon expert on Egyptian can verify as ever existing. Joseph Smith bought some mummies and accompanying Egyptian papyri, from which he invented Mormon doctrine. His deception became easily apparent, then society later learned those writings were just funeral ritual information, including the Egyptian Book of the Dead. So many Mormon beliefs today come from his invention of ideas that were not even on those papyri, as he said they were. It’s crazy.

	And where we left off was with Smith’s history of being a false prophet. Many people around him in his day spoke up and gave testimonies that the guy was a drunkard, liar, and crook, who was all about money. So, no one should listen to anything from Joseph Smith, let alone bet their afterlife on his claims concocted for cash. But Smith’s fabrications are where Mormonism got their so-called sources of authority.

	Again, anytime you get outside the Bible, you are going to have a bad source of truth. You are always going to end up in error and that’s why Mormonism is so messed up, even though they and the media push the idea that Mormons are Christians with great morals.

	So, in the last chapter we saw that Mormonism lines up exactly with the number one way to know you’re involved in a cult: a messed-up source of authority. The rest of the cult doctrines normally flow from that falsehood so it’s no different with Mormonism where we see the second way, we know they are a cult, which is how they get the nature of God wrong. Later we’ll see they also mess up the person and work of Jesus, the nature of man, and of course the means of salvation, All are important but a big one you really don’t want to get this wrong is how to be saved. But first let’s deal with the nature of God.

	Again, with a false source of authority that is outside the Bible, you are going to get false teachings about God, as Mormonism certainly does. In fact, it is really messed up! Let us take a look:

	“Essentially, Mormonism is a man-exalting, God-humanizing religion.”

	Mormonism takes God, in His wonderfulness as our holy deity, and reduces him to just another person like us. Then they elevate man to the level of an entity who can become a god. It’s the complete opposite of reality, as the Scriptures explain. But in a nutshell, that is Mormonism’s view of God.

	“Mormonism teaches that God the Father is a resurrected, ‘exalted’ human being named Elohim who at one time was not a god.”

	What does the Bible say? John 4 tells us God the Father is spirit, not a human being. And the biblical term, “Elohim,” is used in Genesis and elsewhere a plural word representing the Trinity, which is of course God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Genesis 1:26 says, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness...” So, Elohim is not a person’s name! With that term, Mormonism does what cults do so often; they completely take another passage out of context. They claim their made-up version of God, a singular guy named Elohim, who wasn’t always a god. But by definition God is self-existent so He’s always been. With that in mind, how could He not be a God earlier, and then supposedly become God? That is not only unbiblical, it’s also illogical, just as their assertion that the plural Hebrew word, Elohim (the three-person Trinity), is just same dude named Elohim. It’s a revealing example of Smith reading a Bible but not understanding it, as he created his new religion’s fake history.

	We dealt with this earlier, so I don’t want to belabor the point, but by definition, God is supreme, self-existent, and lives outside our time, having no beginning. So, if you’ve had a birthday, like all Mormons have, that fact means you cannot become a god because you had a beginning. Now here’s more Mormon versions of God the Father:

	“Rather, He was once a mortal man on another planet who, through obedience to the precepts of his god…”

	Whoa, whoa, whoa!! Wait a second; once again and by definition, God is the One Supreme Being. That is singular, as in only one God. That is why He’s supreme. There is no one bigger than Him and even secular philosophy has to admit that. Secularist also know there can be only one Supreme Being; otherwise He would not be supreme. So, what in the world can Mormonism being thinking with this stuff? It’s totally illogical, let alone unbiblical, to say that there can be more than one God. It crazy because it defeats the very term itself. But that is what Mormonism would have us believe. Here is more from them:

	“He was once a mortal man on another planet who, through obedience to the precepts of his god, eventually attained exaltation, or godhood, himself. The Mormon God, God the Father, is located in time and space, has a body of flesh and bone, and thus is neither spirit nor omnipresent.”

	That’s completely wrong! Again, John 4 tells us God the Father is an omnipresent spirit. Here in Psalms139:7-10, it points out that none of us are able to be away from the presence of God:

	“Where can I go to escape Your Spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend to the Heavens, You are there; if I make a bed in Sheol, You are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle by the farthest sea, even there.”

	God is omnipresent! Still, Mormonism denies that by claiming God has a body of flesh and bones. What are they talking about?! How in the world could they get so off base and unbiblical? Oh yeah, I know; it’s because they do not follow the Bible. That is their problem so let’s continue looking at it:

	“God is neither spirit nor omnipresent. Mormonism teaches that God increases in knowledge and consequently, God does not have absolute and total knowledge.”

	Of course, that is another crazy notion, considering God is all-knowing (omniscient), which is a core attribute of God; just like Him being everywhere, always, all at the same time (omnipresence). God knows everything. Otherwise, He would not be God. So, it’s just more Mormon craziness like this quote where they claim our God the Father, who happens to be over our world, is just one of many gods:

	“Mormonism also teaches that the god over this world is one in an infinite lineage of gods.”

	Again, you’ve got to be kidding me! If that were true, who would be supreme? No one would be, even though that concept is the core meaning of supreme. It just doesn’t make sense.

	“In the Mormon universe, God is not responsible for creating or sustaining matter, energy, natural laws, human personhood, moral principles, nor the process of salvation (or exaltation).”

	What kind of a God would that be!? It reminds me of what one guy said in response to the bankrupt evolution premise where, millions of years ago, there was supposedly a huge explosion (they call the “Big Bang”) when everything we see in the universe today came suddenly into existence from one tiny ball of dirt. But even if that were true, where did the little dirt clod come from? Of course, the evolutionist’s answer is some variation of, “Oh, I don’t know.” Still, their premise is that everything came into existence, purely by random chance, with zero rhyme or reason to it. And by that idea even Christians get baited into taking some baseless middle ground, as we have seen in our apologetics studies called, the Creation Series. The idea Christians often feel compelled to embrace is the false belief of “Theistic Evolution,” which is the idea that God used evolution to create all we see today. What?! God does not need evolution! And besides, by its nature evolution is supposedly a bunch of misfits and mutations, where nature (supposedly God) got it wrong over millions of years. One guy said,

	“Hey, listen, the God they’re presenting is inept, so you need to get a real God who does it right the first time, like our Lord who is described in the Bible.”

	So, Mormonism says we too can become gods who, supposedly like our God, also would not be responsible for our universe. So, their teachings are nothing like God the Father of the Bible, period. Here’s more Mormon doctrine on that:

	“In fact, instead of the universe being subject to God (which is the biblical view), the Mormon god is subject to the universe.”

	That makes no sense. Who created, upholds, and sustains the universe? Genesis 1 says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” First Colossians 17 tells us, “God, Who is Jesus the Son, upholds and sustains all things.” But Mormonism claims God is subject to the universe and of course that would mean He cannot be God. The universe would be over God so He could not be supreme, which means He could not be God. The whole thing falls apart. It’s crazy and people need to stop to think what they’re saying. Have they really thought it through? The whole idea is not just unbiblical, it makes no sense; it’s illogical.

	Next, I want to look at some Mormon quotes from what they call their Gospel Principles, or Exaltations. This is them telling their version of salvation, which is supposedly becoming a god:

	“This is the way our Heavenly Father became God. Joseph Smith taught: ‘It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a certainty the character of God. He was once a man like us...’ “

	Wait a second. So, the Mormons at your door will claim they believe in the Christian gospel, but as we just saw from Smith’s own mouth, theirs is not the same. They just said their first salvation principle to is to agree that God was just a man like us. That is nothing at all like our Christian gospel. But notice they will still rely on the Christian verbiage to draw people in. It’s like their claim of believing in Jesus while only slapping His name on someone totally different; not anything like Jesus of the Bible. Likewise, they claim to believe in God, the Heavenly Father but are not referring to the Christian God and also tell us they’re preaching the Christian gospel, when it’s nothing like Jesus’ gospel. It’s all just more proof that we need to look behind the terminology they falsely project. Here is more from their “gospel” principles:

	“God was once a man like us; God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on earth…”

	Again, that’s not true. The Bible tells us Paul was caught up into the third heaven, which is the actual dwelling place of God the Father. So, Mormonism fails again because the third heaven is not planet earth. Here is more from their Doctrine and Covenants 130:22:

	“The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as a man’s; the Son also; but the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh and bones, but as the persons of Spirit. Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not dwell in us.”

	Again, they are wrong because God the Father does not have a body like you and me. That idea is completely unbiblical, period. Let us continue with their “Gospel Principles, chapter 1, Our Father in Heaven”:

	“Because we are made in his image (from the Mormon Book of Moses 6:9), we know that God has a body that looks like ours. His eternal spirit is housed in a tangible body of flesh and bones.”

	They are twisting Genesis, which tells us man was created in image of God. But that is not what the Bible is talking about. The Bible is not referring to a physical body because God the Father does not have one. Instead, we were made in His image spiritually and morally. We were given a spirit nature eternally, which is why all of mankind throughout every age will exist forever. That dwelling spot after our life on earth is over will be forever either in Heaven or in hell. It is the sure future for us, all ancestors, and any future humans born, because we have an eternal nature. There is no annihilation, as some false religions and cults teach.

	And again, the other way we’re made in God’s image is morally, so it has nothing to do with some non-existent “physical” image of God the Father, as Mormonism claims. Here’s a great summation of this fictitious Mormon idea of “God the Father”:

	“All that the Bible says about the true God, the Mormon god is not.”

	The Mormon version of God the Father is the complete polar opposite of what Christianity teaches. Again, once you get outside the Bible, it leads to trails like Mormonism went down where they grew out of witchcraft, satanism, and Freemasonry. With that origin, they easily followed faulty sources of authority and made up any other needed doctrine as they went along. That kind of extra-biblical foundation is going to get you all messed up, just like this Mormon theology from Smith, about there supposedly being many gods:

	“Hence, the doctrine of a plurality of Gods is as prominent in the Bible as any other doctrine.”

	Really?! Isaiah alone has quite a few quotes saying there is only one God, no other gods, no other gods before me, no not one, I know not one, and one God. So, excuse me?! Smith goes on with his misunderstanding of what “one” means:

	“In the beginning, the head of the Gods called the Council of Gods; and they came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people in it (Journal of Discourses, volume 6, page 5).”

	This next one, from the Mormon Teachings of Prophet Joseph Smith, page 370, is one of those ways you know you’re in a cult because they always mess up the Trinity:

	“Jesus Christ...God the Father, and the Holy Ghost...constitute three distinct personages and three Gods.”

	As we already dealt with it in the last chapter, that’s not true of course, but this idea often works in Mormonism’s favor because people accuse Christians of teaching that there are three Gods in the Trinity. Mormons like that falsehood because they have a doctrine of multiple gods. “Polytheism” is the teaching that there are many gods, which is represented as God the Father + God the Son + the Holy Spirit = 3. Mormons mistakenly agree with that. But it is not what the Bible tells us. Instead, Scripture says, God is of the same essence, giving himself a representation of 1 (Father) x 1 (Jesus) x 1 (Holy Spirit) = 1. The concept is also easily understood by looking at water. Water left alone is a liquid, put in the freezer it is solid, and boiled it becomes vapor. Which is not water? All of it is, just as God uses three ways to reveal himself to us.

	But Mormonism opportunistically likes that misunderstanding of the Christian Trinity concept that they and other cults use against Christians, accusing us of teachings that there are many Gods. Mormonism likes that confusion because it can stir up support for their view. They will represent that Christians hold the multiple-Gods view when we don’t at all. Now let’s continue with Mormon doctrine and Smith’s claim that we need to focus on the dead:

	“The greatest responsibility in this world that God has laid upon us is to seek after our dead (Journal of Discourses, volume 6, page 7).”

	Really?! So, after Jesus rose from the grave and just before leaving earth, did He tells us to focus on going into all the world to seek after the dead? No, that would be a wrong Bible. That is not in the Bible because what Christ did say is that we should go to the world preaching the gospel and make disciples of nations. But again, what Smith claimed about the dead supports their doctrine involving Baptism of the Dead.

	Now with this next one, you’re going to think I’m making it up, but I have the documentation to back it up. Again, an organization like Mormonism that has the wrong authority (outside of the Bible), has to defend whatever their previous leaders came up with, even back to their founding, because their whole claim is that those guys were prophets from God, receiving revelations from Him. So, no matter how goofy the teachings may be, all future generations of Mormonism, like other cults, must defend that craziness to their last breath. And here’s one of those nutty notions, as given by Smith’s confidant, Oliver B. Huntington, in reference to what Smith taught about the moon men who live to 1000 years old:

	“The inhabitants of the moon are more of a uniform size than the inhabitants of the earth, being about 6 feet in height. They dress very much like the Quaker style and are quite general in style or the one fashion of dress. They live to be very old, coming generally, near a thousand years.”

	What?! Mormonism evens build on the idea in their so-called, Book of Abraham, which Smith claimed came from the papyri he bought from the traveling exhibition guy, who sold Smith the papers and some dead mummies. Hey, aren’t you glad mummies are dead? But anyway, as mentioned, Smith lied about translating papyrus to get his Book of Abraham but then later, when the understanding of the language was revealed, of course Smith had gotten everything wrong, exposing His fictitious translation of what he also invented as a new language he called “reformed” Egyptian. Here’s more from the Mormon doctrine in their Book of Abraham:

	“Huntington’s account fits with the larger context of the Latter-Day Saint teachings and beliefs. Author Dan Vogel notes the following: ‘The statement in Abraham 3:5 that the moon is greater than the earth, would hardly make sense if the moon were a desolate globe.’”

	What about the fact that Smith made the whole thing up?! Smith told a lie and we know that often leads to a second lie, which usually brings about another lie that has to be covered over with more lies. And that is the unfortunate progression that Mormonism followed, beginning with a pathological liar as their founder. In this case, out of his own mouth, Smith made the assertion that people live on the moon, dressed like Quakers, and lived a thousand years. From there Mormonism has to try justifying it. The above quote goes on:

	“Of course, the pronouncements of Oliver Cowdery and Hyrum Smith that every star and planet was inhabited also implies an inhabited moon.”

	So now they’re trying to pull in what other Mormon leaders have said to help their case for Smith’s moon story. But then Mormonism has to defend what those leaders say because they can’t admit their leaders were wrong. Admitting that their forefathers were not really prophets, would cause everything to crumble. So, they must defend it no matter how embarrassing those men’s notions might be.

	Now let me give you two examples of Mormonism trying to defend some of these crazy teaching. The first is an article from a Mormon publication called, Millennial Star. This was in 1882 when science was already confirming that. Hello?! No one lives on the moon.

	“To the question, is the moon inhabited? Astronomers have returned a definite negative answer. It has been claimed that the moon is a dead world, without atmosphere, without vegetation, without moisture, and consequently without inhabitants. On this subject the Latter-Day Saints have the advantage of a little definite information.”

	No, you don’t. You were duped by the guy who invented your belief system. But you can’t admit that, so you have to say something preposterous like, “We have the advantage because our prophet told us so.” They continue:

	“The worlds are inhabited—millions of them.”

	Now why would they push that to the extent of saying there are millions of inhabited worlds? It’s because their belief is that everyone can become a god by going through their priesthood and, in that way, we can all populate our own personal planet as part of a multitude of celestial bodies, with gods that came from other gods that came from earlier gods, and so on. They really need to have a Star Wars mentality, which they actually do, as we’ll see in a minute. The inspiration and influences on them that, brought about the Stars Wars movies, has a strong connection to the Mormons. Before that though, let’s continue with their 1882 article:

	“The worlds are inhabited—millions of them. They form the abode of the offspring of Deity. Birthplaces, probation planets; prison houses; spirit spheres; paradises; Gehenna’s; homes for the resurrected; glorified suns for perfected and celestialized intelligences; all moving in their respective orbits…”

	They teach that life exists out there all over the place with beings inhabiting other planets. Mormonism has to have that, or their doctrine falls apart.

	Now I’m seriously not making this next part up, and you may already know it if you’ve seen our Buddhism study, but it involves a Mormon connection behind the Star Wars’ theology. I want to give you a quote from their own writing, so you know it’s not me trying to press the idea into Mormonism. This is what they say from their own publication called, LDS Living:

	“How Star Wars was influenced by a Mormon: Most LDS science fiction aficionados are aware that their beloved television series, Battlestar Galactica, was heavily influenced by Mormon theology. It was created by an active Latter-Day Saint, Glen Larson. Battlestar Galactica contained many recognizable elements of the Mormon faith, including eternal marriage and a council of twelve. But could there be LDS elements in Star Wars, as well?”

	Again, this is not me. It is from their own publication. And keep in mind that, as we saw in our Buddhism study, the filmmaker, George Lucas, is a self-proclaimed “Buddhist Methodist,” which is an oxymoron. You cannot be a Buddhist Methodist because that would be like saying, icy hot, peaceful war, or yummy chicken. Of course, none of those make sense with its opposite. Here is more of what the Mormon organization claims in their LDS Living:

	“Its original producer, Gary Kurtz, was a practicing Mormon.”

	Kurtz was a legend in his own right as the producer of Star Wars and The Empire Strikes Back, as well as American Graffiti, The Dark Crystal, and Return to Oz. Those were his films from 1973 to 1985. Here’s more from LDS Living:

	“And though the storied Star Wars franchise was influenced by a variety of philosophies and religious traditions, Buddhism and Hinduism, it does contain several similarities to Mormon theology that were possibly influenced by Kurtz’s Mormon background. Here are a few that stood out to us: Any discussion of Mormon connections to Star Wars has to begin with the old legend that Yoda was modeled after the Mormon prophet Spencer W. Kimball, who was passably similar in appearance and mannerism.”

	Spencer Kimball was the Mormon president from 1974 to 1985, as the Star Wars movies that Kurtz, also a Mormon, produced were 1977 and 1980. It was the exact same timeframe that Kimball was the headcheese over all Mormonism. Again, these are their words and not mine:

	“Like Yoda, Kimball was short, with large ears, thin white hair, and a slightly squashed, wrinkly face. Both had a knack for axioms. Kimble was famous for urging Mormons not to simply believe their faith, but to ‘do it,’ and even ‘do it now,’ advice Yoda inverted into, ‘Do, or do not.’ “

	That’s interesting. Mormonism also claims “The Force” from Star Wars has parallels to Mormonism.

	“Latter-Day Saints believe that the priesthood was the power by which the earth and heavens were created, and therefore, a holder of that priesthood has power to heal the sick, raise the dead, and even move mountains.”

	Apparently, those in the Mormon priesthood have Jedi superpowers.

	“Considering the central role, The Force plays in the Star Wars universe, it’s not hard to see how Kurtz’s exposure to the Mormon priesthood may have influenced its creation, the potential for greatness or godhood. Star Wars, like Mormon theology, portrays mankind as infinitely greater than the fallen worlds on which we live. Yoda said, ‘Luminous beings are we, not this crude matter.’ Of course, a central tenet of Mormonism says that not only was God once a man like us but that we, can eventually become divine. As our prophet Lorenzo Snow famously said, ‘As man now is, God once was. As God now is, man may be.’ “

	Here is more from Mormonism, explaining similarities between them and the Star Wars Jedi Council:

	“The Jedi receive special training and instruction in ‘temples.’ “

	A central claim of Mormonism is about how their followers can get to their supposed top (Celestial) kingdom, and how they get superpowers when becoming a god? They must go through the Mormon temple. Again, these quotes are from Mormons and remember that 12 is the same number as part of Mormon leadership:

	“They are also led by a council of 12 of the most experienced Jedi. Sound familiar?”

	“The Washington Post has demonstrated that Utahans seem to love ‘Star Wars’ more than people in any other state.”

	That is interesting. Is it just a conspiracy theory? I don’t know but they sure seem to think the Mormon producer slipped in a Mormon mindset with some of the ideas and characters. Again, whenever you get outside the authority of the Bible that we received from God, you end up with all kinds of messed-up teachings, like false gods and a perverted understanding about the real God.

	But if you thought it was bad with Joseph Smith’s audacity to say people lived on the moon, that ain’t nothing. Believe it or not, another supposed Mormon prophet and Smith’s successor, Brigham Young, may have felt he had to come out with a prophecy even more audacious than Smith’s. Young spilled the beans about those people inhabiting our sun. That’s right; and while you too might find that hard to believe, I can think of a few benefits. First, you wouldn’t need propane for your barbecue. And when you slap those steaks on the grill—Bam! —they’re done instantly. Wouldn’t that be awesome? It’s instant satisfaction, with the only downside being, you burn up too. I kid you not, here is that quote from Brigham Young, who is dove-tailing on Joseph Smiths made-up story:

	“Who can tell us of the inhabitants of this little planet that shines of an evening, called the moon? When you inquire about the inhabitants of that sphere you find that the most learned are as ignorant in regard to them as the ignorant of their fellows. So, it is in regard to the inhabitants of the sun. Do you think it is inhabited? That gas balls of constant nuclear explosions? I rather think it is. Do you think there is any life there? No question of it; it was not made in vain.”

	Come on!! We would fry long before reaching the sun. But again, these are their “prophets” so followers of Mormonism cannot admit those guys were wrong; it would cause their whole house of cards to crumble. In his book, One-Minute Answers to Anti-Mormon Questions, listen to Mormon author, Stephen W. Gibson, defending this:

	“At present time, man has no scientific or revealed knowledge of whether or not there are inhabitants on the earth’s moon. The fact that a handful of astronauts didn’t see any inhabitants in the tiny area that they viewed when they landed on the moon decades ago certainly gives no definitive information, any more than visitors to earth who might land in the barren Death Valley would have any idea of billions of inhabitants elsewhere.”

	They just cannot give it up. He is trying to say all those landing have been in the uninhabited parts of the moon. But I want to lean over to him and quietly say, “Pssst, hey, we can see the rest of the moon. We don’t need to land everywhere to see what’s there.” But you can see the awkward position they are in, so this guy has to make up a nonsensical argument. I don’t care who you are, after telling a lie, unless you rip the band aid off and come completely clean, you’ve got to keep the lies coming to cover-up that original falsehood. This stuff is crazy! Let us continue our analysis of Mormonism’s nature-of-man doctrine, and we’ll do that with the biblical response:

	“There is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). He is the Creator and Lord of everything that exists (Genesis 1-3). God is not subject to the universe because He created it. He is infinite (1 King 8:27; Acts 17:28), transcendent (yet personal), eternal (Genesis 21:33, Psalms 90:2), unchangeable (James 1:17), omnipresent (Psalms 139:7-12), sovereign (Ephesians 1), omniscient (Matthew 11:21), and omnipotent (Revelation 19:6).”

	In other words, our God is everywhere-present, all-powerful, and all-knowing.

	“He eternally exists as the Triune God: three persons--Father (John 6:27, Ephesians 4:6), Son (Colossians 1:16-19; Hebrews 1:8), Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3-4 each equal, having the same attributes, and are equally worthy of adoration, worship, and faith.

	“God is self-existent and eternal. Psalm 90:2 says, ‘Before the mountains were born or you gave birth to the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.’ and Roman 11:36 says, ‘For from Him and through Him and to Him all things To Him be the glory forever. Amen.’”

	God did not work desperately hard to become a god. And he didn’t find some other god, (which is an oxymoron and illogical), to learn secret techniques from so he could transcend being a random guy like us. The Scriptures say He is God and always has been. This next passage from the Bible tells us God doesn’t adjust or become; He just is...He is God:

	“God is immutable, or changeless. Malakai 3:6 says, ‘For I, the Lord, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.’”

	Scripture teaches us that God does not need to go through an exalting process to become a god. He is God, He has not changed, and He does not change. He has always been the way He is.

	James 1:17: “Every good thing given, and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.”

	Aren’t you glad God does not change?! What if one day He promises to save us from hell and then the next He says, “Just kidding!” Then the next day He changes His mind again until the day after when he tells us, “Ha, got ya again!” Fortunately for us God is immutable, He’s unchangeable.

	So, the Mormon version of God the Father is completely messed up with them claiming God doesn’t know everything and is apparently still learning through some kind of exultation process. With that in mind let’s continue with the Christian response to Mormonism’s false teachings about the nature of God:

	“God is omniscient. Psalm 139:2-4 says, ‘You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path and my lying down and are intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, Oh Lord, You know it all.’ “

	God knows everything! That is not only purely biblical but it’s also just simply logical. If there were anything God didn’t know, He could not be God. He couldn’t be supreme. Him knowing everything is part of the bare-bones definition of the one Supreme Being. Here is more on His omniscience with Psalm 147:4-5:

	“He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them. Great is Our Lord and abundant in strength; His understanding is…”

	...finite? as Mormonism wants us to believe? No, God’s understanding is infinite! As God, he knows everything. God is also omnipotent, which means He is all-powerful. God is not limited by space and time because, as its Creator, He is above all that. Genesis says that, in the beginning, God created all time, space, and matter. He created the beginning of the time we humans live in and the rest of the universe is subject to. He also made the heavens (space) and the earth (matter). It is all His so He can do what He wants with it; that is what it is. Here are some Bible verses on God’s omnipotence, starting with Jeremiah 32:27 and then Isaiah 46:8-13:

	“Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for me?”

	“Remember this and be assured; Recall to mind you transgressors. Remember the former things long past, for I am God and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from the ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established (God will do whatever He wants to do,) and I will accomplish all My good pleasure; calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of My purpose from the far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it.”

	God is saying, Who are you to tell me I can’t do something? He is telling us He is all-powerful, above and beyond all of creation, and He created it all out of nothing but His spoken word. So, He can do whatever He wants with anything He wants. And that is good news for you and me, as we learned in our study, The Character of God: Defeating Practical Atheism; God can fix any problem, save anyone, and give us anything He wants. He has all things in His hands.

	But knowing all that, Mormonism still shrugs their shoulders about God, claiming some craziness like, “Hey, I don’t know what to tell you about God. He seems to have done well so far but He’s still learning, just like you and me.” It’s nonsense and completely unbiblical.

	Now all that was their messed-up view of God the Father, which is understandable since they have some wrong sources of authority. From bad sources, the rest of the false beliefs spill out downhill, like their nonsense notions about the nature of God. So, it just makes sense that Mormonism also messes up who the Messiah is; it’s no shocker they get Jesus wrong too. Let’s take a look at that:

	“Mormons believe that Jesus is ‘a’ god.”

	They don’t acknowledge the biblical Christian Jesus, whose essence is revealed as part of the one supreme God. Mormonism does not believe Jesus is the eternal Son of God as part of the Trinity, involving God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. They say He is a god. That is radically different.

	Now stop and think about this part of the Mormon doctrine: As we saw earlier, Mormonism teaches that Jesus and Lucifer were supposedly spirit brothers and part of a council God put together for discussion on how to populate the earth. But that would make the devil Jesus’ brother, which means satan would also be a god, which can’t be because the devil is a created being, an angel. And this Mormon, heavenly-council story gets even worse:

	“They believe that Lucifer, the demons, and all mankind are all spirit brothers and sisters…”

	Now they’re saying demons and the rest of us are God’s. That’s their premise so, for us humans, if we get with the Mormons, they’re going to help us go through their priesthood to become our own god, which is just getting back to our godhood. And they even claim demons are gods. Mormons need to stop and think about what they are teaching and believing. It’s all pretty wild. They go on here to falsely claim God is one essence named, Elohim, (instead of three, which is the reason Elohim is a plural word), and you’ll see that their version of the virgin birth is not Christian either:

	“They also believe that Lucifer, the demons, and all mankind are all spirit brothers and sisters, born in the spirit world as spirit babies to Elohim and his goddess wives. Mormon leaders have consistently taught that God the Father had sexual relations on earth with Mary (his own spirit daughter), to produce the physical body of Jesus.”

	Mormonism claims that God, in order to make Jesus, had an actual physically incestuous union with His supposed daughter, Mary. Besides being creepy, of course that is obviously not biblical because the virgin birth, even by definition, was not physical. They go on:

	“Early Mormon apostles also asserted that Jesus was a polygamist, and that His wives included Mary and Martha (sisters of Lazarus) and Mary Magdalene.”

	Jesus as a polygamist is actually one teaching some in Mormonism are trying to back away from. Throughout their organization’s history, many Mormon men were polygamists, with some having huge numbers of wives, but I wonder why they would defend a kooky claim of “life on the sun,” while at the same time the idea they try to distance themselves from is their teachings that Jesus was a bigamist just like them. It may be because the idea of their Mormon men bringing home a bunch of women, is not popular with the Mormon ladies and rightly so. Where are the feminists when we need them? But Mormonism still holds to their doctrine that Jesus was a polygamist.

	Later we’ll get more into Mormonism’s polygamous past but I want to give you some of that real quick in the transcript of a video that will help explain why they made Jesus a bigot too, as a cover for what the Mormon men were practicing from the beginning. With all due respect, as you’ll see here, Joseph Smith was not only a liar, con artist, money digger, but also a practicing witch, (deeply into the occult), he was also a sexually immoral guy.

	“In 1833 Joseph Smith had an affair with his 16-year-old household servant, Fanny Alger. And according to some accounts, Emma Smith saw them in the barn together. This is explained away by saying that Joseph had received a revelation in 1831 that polygamy was a divine law and that Fanny Alger was his first plural wife, even though the ‘Book of Mormon’ and ‘Doctrine and Covenants’ expressly prohibit this. But the revelation in question only pertains to marriages to Lamanite women.

	In 1843, when Smith had more than a dozen wives, he finally recorded his revelation on polygamy. But it was not told to the general Mormon populace until 1852. Because it generated dissension, it was only practiced by a few handpicked Mormon leaders. In fact, Smith was publicly denying and condemning polygamy right up until he died. But in private, Smith was an avid polygamist; perhaps taking as many as forty wives, the youngest of which was fourteen. He married sets of sisters and one mother-daughter set, although both are expressly forbidden in the Bible. By some counts a third of his wives were actually married to, (and cohabiting with), other men.

	On several occasions, Smith actually told other high-ranking Mormons that he wanted their wives. After they finally gave in, sometimes Smith would tell them that it had just been a test of loyalty. But he did take apostle Orson Hyde’s wife while Hyde was sent away on a Mormon mission to Palestine. Smith was not above using his influence as a prophet of God to further his polygamy. He would promise prospective wives that they and their whole family would be guaranteed salvation if she married him, and damnation if she did not. Once he even told the girl that an angel was standing by to kill him if she continued to refuse him. He also had to use this authority with his wife, who understandably was resistant to the idea of her husband marrying other women. So, his revelation on polygamy stated that, if Emma did not stand by him, she would be destroyed, and Joseph would then receive a hundred-fold more wives.

	Polygamy continued long after Smith’s death; spurred on by Brigham Young’s teaching that only polygamous men can become gods. As the practice spread, the community changed, with men marrying their sisters, nieces, aunts, and preteen girls, causing a shortage of women for the young bachelors. Apostle Heber C. Kimball even explicitly told missionaries that they were not to marry converts until they had been brought back to Utah so that the older polygamists could have a fair shake. This even led to a forced castration, as powerful polygamists competed with young men for wives. Mormon Presidents made statements that polygamy would never end, that the United States could not abolish it, and that Mormonism would apostatize if it ever gave it up.

	But by 1888 so many Mormon leaders were in trouble on bigamy charges, that they finally decided to give in. So, in 1890, under intense pressure from the government, Mormon President Wilford Woodruff released a manifesto stating that it was his advice that Mormons refrain from unlawful marriages. But Mormon leaders continued to perform and authorize plural marriages. So, in 1904, a second manifesto was released, stating that further plural marriages would result in excommunication. Since then, Mormons who believe that those manifestos were a result of kowtowing to the government, and were not the will of God, have continued in polygamy.”

	In other words, no matter what they say publicly, there are still Mormons practicing polygamy today. And we’ll demonstrate that later. In 1852, leaders of Mormonism finally acknowledged that Smith actually did practice polygamy. One way some in the organization would attempt to subvert the truth was by saying the practice was an unfortunate reality of Brigham Young’s life but not by old Joe Smith. They would say Smith was the real deal. Well, no, he wasn’t. So, they finally had to admit Smith’s bigotry because plenty of folks had dug into the historical record to find what really went on with extremely immoral old Joe. Polygamy is really what the first founders of Mormonism did and were taught.

	In fact, as we saw there in that video transcript, Smith had up to forty wives, which is actually backed up in a fairly recent New York Times article. A lot of Mormon followers were shocked to hear this because the organization had worked hard to cover it up as Brigham Young took the hit for polygamy. That allowed Mormonism to paint Joseph Smith as the one who was sweet, pure, and clean, which is the false narrative they also push through Mormon artwork that presents Smith as some pleasant-looking, well-groomed, and pious guy. Here is some of that 2014 New York Times article:

	“Joseph Smith took as many as 40 wives, some already married and one only 14-years-old... Brigham Young practiced polygamy when he led the flock to Salt Lake City. But followers did not know the full truth about Smith. Members are saying on blogs and social media, ‘This is not the church I grew up with, this is not the Joseph Smith I love.’”

	Well, the Mormon leadership caused them to have a false understanding of Smith’s character. They were hiding the truth. So, when the facts came out, the followers found out where Brigham Young got the idea of polygamy. Young had been the scapegoat for a long time, though he was only taking Joseph Smith’s lead. The article continues:

	“Most of Smith’s wives were between the ages of 20 and 40. He married Helen Mar Kimball, a daughter of two close friends, ‘several months before her 15th birthday.’ The biggest bombshell for some is that Smith married women who were already married, some to men who were Smith’s friends and followers.”

	So that was adultery and just as bad as his marriage to both women who were a mother and her daughter. Of course, those behaviors are forbidden in the Scripture. Smith even took women from those men who were close to him. It seems that he just noticed ladies around the organization who he decided he wanted. So all it took to take those women from their husbands, was for Smith to conveniently “receive another revelation,” that was either for the woman to learn that she had to be with Smith or that an angel was going to strike Smith down if the girl didn’t agree. As we saw, he even sent a man as far as Israel so he could take the guy’s wife.

	Again, none of this is me making it up; that’s exactly what Smith did, according to the historical record. It’s just wild what this guy did to his own people, whenever he felt an immoral whim. It is no wonder they shot him.

	“In 1890, under pressure by the American government, Mormonism issued a manifesto formally ending polygamy. The manifesto admits that some members and even leaders did not abandon the practice.”

	But they still haven’t totally given it up. Instead, they spiritualize polygamy and vow that the practice will come back into public acceptability.

	“There remains one way in which polygamy is still a part of Mormon belief: Mormonism teaches that a man who was ‘sealed’ in marriage to his wife in a temple ritual, and then loses his wife to death or divorce, can be sealed to a second wife and would be married to both wives in the afterlife.”

	Hey, I guess they escaped that controversy, without having to admit that their prophets were wrong. At one point in our history, government had been close to kicking Mormons out, escorting them to either Mexico or Canada. In fact, that led to the “Utah War.” We will talk about that in the next chapter.

	But again, they can’t admit their prophets we’re wrong, so they came up with a disingenuous teaching that polygamy is not bad; it just has to be in the afterlife. They can say that is all they want, but Mormonism still has followers who are physically practicing polygamy right now in this life here on earth.

	Polygamy runs deep in the Mormon doctrine. Remember, their teachings include the idea that men will become gods who have goddess wives, more than one. Now again, I don’t want to support feminism, which has its own false teachings, but where have they been while Mormonism has practiced and promoted one of the most oppressive and abusive false teachings women have ever been shackled with? You have got to be kidding me!

	Following after Joseph Smith as Mormon leader, Brigham Young actually surpassed the huge number of wives Smith had. Young actually had 55 wives, so for those hooked on math, he bested old Joe by 15. By the time of Young’s death, he had 59 children. As you can imagine, that amount of family chaos constantly around him, is the reason there was a point when Young said, “It was the first time in my life that I desired the grave.” I had to throw that quote in because it nicely illustrates the Bible’s warning about reaping what you sow.

	Brigham Young built a house for his enormous family and it’s still in existence today. In fact, it’s one of the prominent shrines in the Salt Lake City area. Unfortunately, it stands as a blatant testament to Mormon polygamy. It is called the Lion House, which is probably a play on a pride of lions.

	“In 1856, Young built the Lion House to accommodate his sizable family. This building remains a Salt Lake City landmark, together with the Beehive House (Remember that the beehive is a Freemasonry symbol,) another Young family home. A contemporary of Young wrote: ‘It was amusing to walk by Brigham Young’s big house, a long rambling building with innumerable doors. Each wife has an establishment of her own, consisting of parlor, bedroom, and a front door...’ “

	So apparently Young just went from room to room visiting each lady. I’m sorry, but with all due respect, that’s just sick. How else should we characterize what he did there. The whole picture is gross. Despite that fact, Salt Lake City and Mormonism hold his women-packed living quarters as city landmarks. They ought to burn those places to the ground. But instead they designate them as landmarks, which is absolutely wild.

	Now polygamy was prevalent in the history of Mormonism’s leadership so I cannot name them all but here are some of the big guns of Mormonism and the “families” they had:

	Hyrum Smith had two wives, Heber Kimball had forty-five, Willard Richards had fourteen, William Smith had twenty-two, Thomas Bullock had three, Orson Pratt and William Clayton each had ten, Orson Hyde had nine, Parley Pratt had eleven, Amasa Lyman and John Taylor each had nine, Edwin Wooley had six, Erastus Snow had sixteen, Ezra Benson had eight, and the notorious John D. Lee had nineteen wives.

	Later we will get more into that last guy, because John Lee was actually used by Brigham Young in the of Young’s assassin or hitman. So, besides all the rest of this mess, they were also killing people because they were pushing a false teaching and needed to cover that up. In the next chapter we’ll talk about their belief that has caused a lot of murders, which have been committed by Mormons. It has to do with their messed-up salvation doctrine where they claimed there were certain sins, like trying to leave Mormonism (their version of apostasy), that cannot be atoned for (Jesus’ work on the cross wasn’t good enough). They said the only way to atone for those type of sins was to have your blood spilt. They called it “Blood Atonement” and taught that Mormons must hunt offenders down and kill them so their blood could be spilled, which supposedly was helping that person atone for their sin, including the apostasy of leaving the organization. Again, John D. Lee, who had nineteen wives, was one of their hitmen.

	Even other presidents besides Joseph Smith and Brigham Young had many wives. John Taylor and Wilford Woodruff had nine each, Heber Grant had eight, and Lorenzo Snow had eleven. Many members of their highest-ranking inner circle elites, those in either the First Presidency or Quorum of Twelve Apostles, also had a lot of wives. That group includes Rudger Clawson, who had three wives at the time of his death in 1943. Clawson, Utah, is named after him. Matthias Cowley had three wives when he died in 1940. Cowley, Wyoming, is named after him.

	And Mormon fundamentalists sects are still practicing polygamy today. In fact, you may have seen some of the present-day televised reality shows about that subject. My theory is they are conditioning us to accept the practice as normal. Back when the Supreme Court voted to allow same-sex marriage, the very next week I interrupted the study we were on at the time and for the next four weeks we did a study titled, A Christian Response to the Supreme Court Decision. As with all our studies, you can find it at GetALifeMedia.com. We dealt with the topic of homosexuality, what the Bible says about it, how we can reach out to these people and respond in love, and how to witness them.

	We also talked about what is going to happen to our country if we don’t turn around from that decision. Romans 1 warns: If we keep going down a wrong route in that area, the issue is going to get worse because God will eventually give us over to the final stage of sexual sin, which is a depraved mind; we start really getting into worse and worse sexual practices. We Christians didn’t approved of it, but our country (it’s Supreme Court), approved of this behavior. The Bible tells us the whole situation will go downhill from here. 

	In fact, just two days after that the Supreme Court ruling, there were already people in front of our court system arguing that the same-sex marriage decision means we should also allow polygamy. Once the core truth is removed that says marriage is only between one man and one woman, adding men marrying men or women marrying women, then others wonder why they can’t say marriage is a man with many women, or vice versa. In the same study we showed that a couple of the next big issues pushed will be bestiality and pedophilia. You may have noticed that the news has been working on normalizing pedophilia. Again, in Romans 1, God basically says, “If you have the audacity to approve of homosexuality and lesbianism, then you ain’t seen nothin’ yet! I’m going to give you over to your sin to the point where you will start committing depraved acts that you can’t even imagine right now.”

	And there’s the trick of the enemy: We think it will stop with just a bit of condoned sin, but it won’t. In fact, what is the other illicit aspect of human sexuality that is being pushed right now? The world, and especially our country, is pushing the transgenderism agenda, which is coming on strong as their next progression in depravity. My theory is that their success with acceptance of transgenderism will embolden them and others to really ramp up the calls for polygamy, bestiality, and pedophilia. They are destroying our country from within, both morally and spiritually. We need to get out the truth.

	Still, all that works out wonderfully for the Mormon sects, that still practice polygamy. One of those leaders was Rulon Allred who had twelve wives up until his death in 1977 when his brother, Owen, with his eight wives, took over until his death in 2005. You might be familiar with Tom Green who was raised in the LDS organization, served as a Mormon missionary, and became a Mormon fundamentalist with seven wives. Green claims Mormons cannot spiritualize polygamy. Instead he says Mormonism needs to keep practicing it today. In fact, Green was involved in one of the highest profile bigamy cases in Utah’s history. He was marrying teenagers, having children with them, and divorcing them to collect welfare payments that the young girls would receive for being single mothers. Through that he continued to live with them, so it was a big racket. Not only was he a polygamist but also a con artist. Green had thirty-five children in all and was convicted of child rape for having sex with a 13-year-old girl, who unfortunately refused to testify against him. He was sentenced to prison but released on parole in 2007.

	Others in recent years include James Harmston with eight wives. He died until 2013. And listen to this one: Rulon Jeffs actually had seventy-five wives and passed less than 20 years ago in 2002. So, Mormons claim they condemn polygamy and won’t allow it in their state, (like Utah), but then we see so much of it still going on. Seventy-five spouses are a lot, but Warren Jeffs is still alive today and beat Rulon’s number by three.  Warren is listed as having up to seventy-eight wives. And Jeffs’ Fundamentalist LDS Church says free and open polygamy in society will commence again.

	So, they have not given up on it, which makes sense because they consider their forefathers of Mormonism to be prophets who could not get anything wrong. Again, no matter how bizarre and ridiculous a previous Mormon leader’s statements may be, (like people living on the moon and sun), later Mormons have to defend it. With the very abnormal practice of polygamy most of Mormonism today has to spiritualize it to fit into our current culture’s laws. At the same time though, they also believe it must come back into generally accepted public practice. They just cannot admit they are wrong. Here is one of their supposed prophets, Bruce McConkie:

	“Obviously, the holy practice, polygamy, will commence again in the millennium (Mormon Doctrine, page 578).”

	A columnist from the Chicago Tribune wrote about the same-sex marriage, Supreme Court decision and how it will be favorable for Mormons who are itching to jump on the development. It may help them move away from their spiritualization of polygamy in order to get back to what their prophets physically practiced. Here is Mike Royko from the Chicago Tribune:

	“All that would be necessary to get the polygamy campaign going is to have the media get behind it and start calling all those who disagree with the concept of multiple wives (husbands) a bunch of mean-spirited ‘polyphobes.’ This type of tactic has worked so well in the past. With such a strategy, it may be only a matter of time before your 1040 form has multiple lines for ‘spouses’ as it does for dependents.”

	And of course, you’ll remember the previous election cycle, before President Trump came into office, when a practicing Mormon, Mitt Romney, won the nomination to run for president as the Republican candidate. Our media poked Romney about the topic of polygamy with Romney, but he just kind of played it off. The media would ask something like, “Hey, don’t you guys teach polygamy?” Then trying to make light of it, Romney said this:

	“I believe marriage should be between a man and a woman...and a woman...and a woman.”

	When Mitt Romney’s wife, Ann, was asked the same question, she tried a different tactic, deflecting the question by taking a jab at her husband’s competitors at the time, who were John McCain and Rudy Giuliani. Ms. Romney said the biggest difference between her husband and the other candidates is that “Mitt has had only one wife.” McCain had been married twice while Rudy has had three marriages. So, they dismiss the question by attempting to laugh it off without answering it. Part of the reason polygamy was such a hot topic during that campaign was because Romney’s great grandfather and great-great grandfather were big-time polygamists.

	In fact, I want to give you something Mitt Romney’s great grandmother (Hannah) said, which speaks to what we saw earlier with Mormon men feeding their women the line about “doom to follow” if their wives didn’t submit to the plural marriages. Listen to what bigamists do to their ladies, as heard through the words of Hannah, talking about the time when her husband (Romney’s great grandfather), got a “revelation” to commit polygamy:

	“I felt that it was more than I could endure, to have him divide his time and affections. I used to walk the floor and shed tears of sorrow. If anything will make a woman’s heart ache, it is for her husband to take another wife, but I prayed and pleaded for strength to bear this great trial.”

	How manipulative and sad it is that Mormon men hang this over the heads of their wives! And by the way, Mitt Romney’s great-great grandfather, Parley Pratt, had twelve wives, Parley’s brother Orson became the first Mormon official to proclaim and defend polygamy as a direct revelation from God. Orson attempted suicide after Joseph Smith tried to wed Orson’s wife, Sarah, in a plural marriage. Parley Pratt was murdered in 1857 by the legal husband of Parley’s twelfth wife. This is all part of Mitt Romney’s background, including his great grandfather, Miles Park Romney, who married his fifth wife in 1897, which was over six years after Mormon leaders had supposedly banned polygamy. It was more than three decades after the federal law of the United States barred the practice. Miles Park Romney moved to Mexico in 1884, to escape U.S. laws prohibiting polygamy, and died there in 1904.

	So that is the history, including the fact that Mormon polygamy is still going on to this day. And I’m telling you, if the trends don’t reverse, our country is going to see polygamy come back with a wave of Mormons unfortunately relieved because they will have justification for the practice. As crazy as this sounds, their relief would be similar to a press release saying we found people living on the moon. You can hear Mormons in their homes saying, “Yes! Finally! We’ve been sweating bullets about that one, because we couldn’t admit being wrong.”

	You may think that’s an outlandish possibility but who would have thought our country could overturn marriage as being only between a man and woman—especially in our lifetime! Hey, polygamy is likely coming next. Again, Mormonism takes same-sex marriage as good thing, but God says it’s the beginning of the end. Anything goes, once you crack the foundation. When you get outside the Bible, anything goes; not just polygamy but, apparently, even six-foot Quakers living on the moon and barbecued inhabitants of the sun.

	In the next chapter we’ll finish up the person and work of Jesus, which is another of the signs you’ve gotten wrong and joined a cult like Mormonism. Then we will look at the other signs, like messing up the nature of man and believing in a false salvation. After that, we will cover the important information about how we can witness to these folks. What do we need to talk about with Mormons because, with all due respect, most everyone in that cult is brainwashed? How can we help undue their brainwashing? What is the best approach? We’ll take a look at those aspects in the last chapter.
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	As a quick recap so we can better remember the information, we have already learned that Mormonism is based on a feeling, which is not a good thing to do; the many accounts of the events surrounding the establishment of Mormonism vary greatly. Mormon writings and their sources of authority don’t even agree with each other. There is zero archaeological evidence to back up Smith’s history.  “Mormon” does not mean “more good” but instead is the “boogie monster”. Mormonism has a history of extreme racism. Joseph Smith was not a martyr (lamb led to the slaughter) because shooting and killing people is not the martyr’s way.  Smith was a Freemason and his whole family were big time into witchcraft, which is where he got his techniques to supposedly write the “Book of Mormon”. Contrary to Smith’s claims, Mormonism did not remain unified, even in Smith’s day, and there are a huge number of different Mormon offshoots today; and Mormonism teaches baptism of the dead.

	Why are their beliefs and practices so messed up? Well, that gets us back to discussing the five signs of being in a cult. Typically, the starting point for cults, and why they get so much wrong, is because they follow a fake and false source of authority. With Mormonism we have seen that their Bible is not the same as the Christian Bible and the three sources of authority they do stick to contain much of Joseph Smith’s made-up stories. A wrong source of authority leads cults like Mormonism into a messed-up view of the nature of God. And in the last chapter, we covered another sign to know if you’re involved in a cult, which is having the wrong Jesus, which Mormonism certainly does. Cults always get those things wrong because they have a different authority outside the Bible and the rest of their beliefs spill downhill from there. Now let’s continue with where else they get Jesus wrong. Here is what they say:

	“In the Garden of Gethsemane, as well as the cross, Jesus atoned for Adam’s sin and guaranteed all humankind resurrection and immortality.”

	What?! Why would they push a false idea that Jesus atoned in Gethsemane? Well, we’ll get to that in a bit, but they split Christ’s atonement for a reason, which will make sense for you. Here is more Mormon doctrine about Jesus:

	“Jesus visited the Israelites, or Indians of North America, after his resurrection and established the true church among them.”

	If that were true, where is the archaeological evidence for it. Of course, there is none because Joseph Smith is an adequate storyteller and an expert plagiarist. He whipped up much of the Mormon sources of authority like the “Doctrine and Covenants”, “Book of Mormon”, and “Pearl of Great Price”. We see an example of his plagiarism with a contemporary book, from an author living in Smith’s lifetime, that had some of the same made up history of people in it. So even a lot of what we might think is Smith’s commendable creative ability, was really just ripping off other’s invented ideas. Here’s more Mormon teachings and this is from chapter three of their Gospel Principles:

	“Every person who was ever born on earth was our spirit brother or sister in Heaven. The first spirit born to our Heavenly parents was Jesus Christ, so he is literally our elder brother.”

	No, Jesus is God and, Praise God, we can have a relationship of Jesus through the work He did on the cross. However, He’s not our brother. And this fiction from Smith gets even worse as you go with this kind of non-sense from chapter two of their Gospel Principles:

	“We needed a Savior to pay for our sins and teach us how to return to our Heavenly Father.”

	God fashioned us in our Mother’s womb so there is no such thing as us returning, and we certainly would not be doing so to the “Heavenly Father” they mean. Mormonism uses “Heavenly Father” a lot, as well as “gospel” and “Jesus,” but none of those terms are used in the same way we Christians know them. So, Mormons will be taught to say, “Oh, we believe in the Heavenly Father, and the fact that Jesus died on the cross.” Yet, they split Jesus’ atonement into two events and don’t even believe the cross was payment for the penalty of all our sins. Instead they claim it only guaranteed that everyone would be resurrected. So, they totally messed up the whole reality of Christ’s work and their version of the Heavenly Father is also nothing like what we Christians know.

	Their “Heavenly Father” is one guy by himself without the Holy Spirit or Jesus. They call that man, “Elohim,” which is nothing like that Hebrew word as it is used in the Bible. Their Elohim is just some dude (like any other man), who became a god and now has multiple goddess wives that he physically makes spirit babies with, even to this day. That’s their version of “Heavenly Father” and I want to emphasize it because Mormonism uses that term all the time, as they do “gospel” and “Jesus.” Again, all three are very different from the true Christian representation of those terms. Nothing they hold as doctrine is the same as our Christian beliefs; it is all false. Here’s more:

	“We needed a Savior to pay for our sins and teach us how to return to our Heavenly Father. Our Heavenly Father said, “Whom shall I send?” Two of our brothers offered help. Our oldest brother, Jesus Christ, who was then called Jehovah, said, “Here am I, send me.”

	That is more of classic Smith not understanding his real Bible with a messed-up view of the biblical “Jehovah.” That Christian term is the Old Testament word for God the Father. So, their whole story is wrong from Elohim to Jehovah and everywhere before, after, and between the two.

	Speaking about being wrong, and I mean absolutely, undeniably perverse, this next part is going to tell us about another brother they say we have besides Jesus. That big bro is supposedly satan. They not only claim satan was a god, and all mankind were pre-existent god’s who can get back to being gods again if we follow the Mormon way, but on top of that they actually claim satan and demons are gods.

	Would you probably agree that satan is not our older brother? But then maybe you grow up with siblings who made you think that every once in a while. Either way, the devil is not our brother. And here’s the next thing they claim:

	“Satan, who was called Lucifer…”

	Well, here’s something you may not know and I’m going to call them out on it: “Lucifer” does appear as satan in some Bible translations, and I don’t have a problem with that, but technically the term, “lucifer,” is actually not even a proper name. Lucifer appears in Isaiah 14, where it talks about his fall, and in Ezekiel 28. It’s a Latin word derived from the Hebrew word meaning, “morning star.” The actual Latin word is “luciferum.” The translators of the Bible’s King James Version didn’t know what the Hebrew word meant so they literally transliterated the Latin word “lucifer,” or “luciferum,” meaning “morning star,” which again is technically not a proper name.

	I don’t bring that up to get into some tit for tat but to point out Mormonism’s claim that they have a better gospel than we Christians have. They say their gospel came directly from revelation given to them by God. But they didn’t even get the meaning of the word right so what they say can’t be true and thus it’s definitely not from God. If you want to get down to the technical term of the word, “lucifer,” it’s not a proper name so it can’t be a character in their doctrinal story. I don’t mean to distract us from the main information here but I’m just picking this apart a bit because Mormonism is claiming their beliefs were inspired of God. Now let’s get back to the Mormon belief that Jesus and satan are brothers:

	“Satan, who was called Lucifer, also came, saying, ‘Behold, here I am, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.’ “

	So they’re not only saying satan was a god (as all demons are) and he’s also our and Jesus’ brother, but then they go on to even claim that satan had good intentions, wanting to be the savior of all mankind, instead of Jesus doing it. They want us to believe that, during a divine meeting, satan unfortunately lost out at being picked for that role. Are you kidding me?! What do we know about satan? If you have seen our study series called, Spiritual Warfare: The Satanic War on the Christian, you’ll know the Bible has many different terms for satan and none are good. Satan means “adversary,” which refers to someone who resists. Over and over in Scripture, satan is depicted as the “fallen” angel. Never once is he depicted as good guy. The Bible says he is our “arch enemy.” So, he’s certainly not out there to save us. In fact, in Greek, Scripture’s word for satan’s level of evil is “poneros,” versus how he could have been depicted as “kakos.” The latter is just a general evil. So kakos would be someone going in to rob a 7-Eleven but then when the store is surrounded by the cops and the police tell the (kakos) robber to put his gun down because there’s no way of escape, that (kakos) robber would do so. The kakos person would just generally do bad things. But “poneros,” which is used for satan’s brand of evil, would make for a quite different ending to our scenario. A poneros individual like satan would be in that store with his gun, when he’s surrounded by the police who tell him to put down his gun because there is no escape, this (poneros) robber would then start shooting and killing as many people as he can before being taken, even though he knows there’s no way to avoid capture. That level of evil, poneros, is the word our Bible uses to describe satan, who has no goodwill toward man.

	Satan is not some good guy who just got the bad rap because Jesus beat him to the punch. Instead, he is evil, evil, evil. He is the one responsible for all the baloney we have to deal with in our world today. And the idea is another doctrine of Mormonism that is completely wrong.

	Now what is the biblical response to these Mormon claims about satan? Well, first of all, we know that Jesus and satan are certainly not spirit brothers because they are as different as night and day. Jesus is God incarnate, eternal, all-knowing, and all-powerful, while satan is a fallen angel that was created by God for God’s purposes. And by the way, is satan just a loose cannon slipping and sliding around the deck, blasting anything in the vicinity? No! The Bible’s Job 1 tells us Satan has to report his activities to God. The book of Revelation says Satan is only allowed to do what God tells him because God is always on the throne and in control. We went in depth on that in our study called, “The Sovereignty of God,” as part of our Character of God series.

	There is no way you can honestly examine Scripture and still come away with this idea that somehow Jesus and satan are related. Jesus is not a created being like satan. Christ is the Creator. Satan started out good as a created angel, even at the level of an angelic cherub, but then Scripture tells us he became the one responsible for sin. Some people want to complain about God’s creation with a statement like, “If God is so good and loving, why did He create satan to wreak havoc on the world?” But God did not create satan. Instead, He fashioned together a beautiful cherub angel. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 talk about the fall of satan, who was made by God to be a great, beautiful, and blameless in all his splendor, until wickedness was found within him. Satan is the one responsible for evil. God created a wonderful angel, that has free choice, so he himself chose to become wicked. And that is what we all must deal with today.

	So, Jesus is not a brother to satan and they are not at all the similar beings. Colossians 1:16-17 says Jesus was not only responsible for creation, but it is to the point that, “All things were created through Him and for Him.” In fact, it gets detailed too, with the list of some major aspects of our world that Jesus created; like thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, which includes satan and demons. However, again, when God created satan, he was good because it was before satan’s fall. But either way, who is always in charge? Who was the one responsible for everything being here? It is God the “Creator” of all things and satan being just one of the “created.”

	So, there is no way you can read Scripture and say that somehow Jesus and satan are related, and certainly not brothers. That is crazy! That is just being honest, which speaks to another of Mormonism’s false teachings in the idea that Jesus is not fully God. The Mormon premise is that Jesus is somehow a lesser god. And you will see there is another cult that teaches the same false belief. We do a deep dive into that one in our study, Jehovah’s Witnesses & The False Teachings of the Watchtower Society. You will see in that study that they also denigrate Jesus.

	But the Bible lets us know Jesus is fully and uniquely God. In John 10:30, He told us He is God when He said, “I and the Father are one.” He didn’t confess to being a lesser god than the Father or that there are a multitude of gods, as Mormonism would have us believe. Instead, Jesus said, “We are one.” There is no way an honest reading of the Scripture could result in a claim like Mormonism presents, about the person of Jesus. But let’s continue with the other aspects of Jesus that they mess up, which includes the false premise that Jesus didn’t exist before being born, and instead came from this Elohim guy, along with satan, the demons, and everyone else. Here is the truth from the Bible:

	“Jesus the Christ is the eternal, uncreated second person of the Godhead.”

	Jesus is fully God and fully man. He is uncreated so he always is.

	“Jesus is eternally God. He was eternally one with the Father and incarnated supernaturally. He is the God-man—100 % God and 100% man.”

	And that is where the cults typically get it wrong. Because their source of authority is bad, they mess up who God and Jesus is. That is where we can see that they get out of balance. The Bible is very simple to understand on this. However, instead of cults just saying Jesus is fully God and fully man, they claim He is all God but not man or just a man like Buddha, Muhammad, and Confucius. They get it all messed up, and that is why we teach what the Bible tells us from Colossians 1:16:

	“All things were created by Jesus and all the universe is held together by Him.”

	Again, Jesus is not a lesser god and is certainly above and beyond satan, demons, and all of His own creation. Scripture mentions Jesus’ deity in these many places:

	“The names that were attributed to Him of God (Hebrews 1:8), Son of God (Matthew 16:16, 26:61-64), Lord (Matthew 22:43-35), and King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16); His attributes of omnipotence (Matthew 28:18), omniscient (Matthew 18:20)…”

	With those attributes, it’s saying Jesus is all-powerful and all-knowing. In fact, speaking about Judas in John 6, Jesus said He Himself knew those who were going to betray him even before it happened. That is a deity. Only God can do that. Jesus is also omnipresent. Jesus says, “We’re two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I with them.” Well, how can that happen if He’s not God? Two, three, and more are gathered together in His name all over the world at every moment. So, Jesus has to be omnipresent and that is an attribute of God.

	The Bible tells us Jesus is life itself and truth itself. Also, He is immutable, so He does not change. Then there are Jesus’ works of creating. Jesus created all things, which only God can do, and He even sustains and upholds all creation. Aren’t you glad Jesus did not create everything and then take a long vacation? He is constantly keeping creation from flying apart. That is good news, right?

	Jesus also forgives sin. Why did the people, in Jesus’ day, want to kill Him? First, it was because He claimed to be God, Hello?! So how could anyone say He never claimed to God? Yes, He did and that is why they wanted to kill him, along with the fact that he also forgave sin. Those facts have been recorded in the Scripture with people saying, “Who does He think He is? Only God can forgive sin.” Well, that’s because Christ is God. Those biblical people were upset and killed Jesus because He was making bold statements about Himself being God. As Philippians 2 tells us, Jesus is 100% God, who took on flesh.

	Jesus also rose from the dead, is the judge of man, sends the Holy Spirit, and is worshiped by angels and men. Someday He will be worshiped by all. If Jesus is just the Archangel Michael, as the Jehovah’s Witnesses organization claims, the Bible would not show us what always happens when angels are approached by people who fall before them to worship them. What do angels say to those seeking to worship them? It’s always, “Don’t worship me. Worship only God.” But with Jesus in the Scriptures, He is worshiped by angels and never refuses it, just as He was by men and never refused that either.

	In fact, when the Bible says all will worship Christ one day or another, they mean all: from Joseph Smith to Adolf Hitler, from L. Ron Hubbard (Scientology) to Aleister Crowley (satan worshiper). Philippians 2 says every knee shall bow, every tongue confess on Earth, in Heaven, and under the earth, that Jesus Christ is Lord overall. So you can bend a knee and bow now, confessing that Jesus is the Son of God and the Lord God Himself, who came to save humanity, by taking on flesh; or it will happen when you’re brought before Him on your judgment day. I do not recommend the latter because that’s right before you’re thrown into hell.

	Christ’s deity is also shown by His equality with the Trinity, which also includes God the Father and the Holy Spirit. And that brings up the important issue of theophanies and Christophanies. “Theos” is “God” and the rest of the word means “appearances.” Similarly, “Christos” is of course “Christ,” so Christophanies, is “Christ appearances,” which is the theological term meaning this: Even though we had Jesus taking on a flesh birth from a virgin, a lot of theologians says, because He’s eternal, prior to that time there were pre-incarnate (before Christ took on a human body), experiences of Jesus Christ in the Old Testament.

	And that’s where theophanies and Christophanies come into play with Jesus appearing, even before He was born in the Virgin Birth. But we wonder how He can do that. Well, He is God, which means He is eternal. He can appear whenever He wants, but the time we focus on is when He became a baby that grew up to be a man, who died on the cross for us. Now I don’t have the space here to go deep into examples of that, but just really quick, we see many appearances of the “Angel of the Lord” in the Old Testament. A lot of people say that very well could have been Jesus. And it’s not alarming to use the term, “angel,” for Jesus, because that word actually means “messenger,” (“angelos” in Greek). So, in the Old Testament instances with the “Angel of the Lord, or “messenger of the Lord,” Jesus the Son delivered the message Himself. And that does not mean He’s an angel.

	In Genesis Chapter 12, the Lord appeared to Abraham, so some say that too was an example of Christophany and theophany. Genesis 18 tells us of Abraham having two angel visitors, along with God himself so some say that was probably Jesus. In Genesis 32 was Jacob wrestling all night long with a man, which instead was God? Who do you think that “man” probably was? Again, they would say it was probably a pre-incarnate Jesus. Other examples are in Exodus 24 and Deuteronomy 31. The examples go on and on if you would like to look deeper into that Christology issue.

	All that was said to get to this point: Jesus is God, period! He is not at all like satan, especially since Jesus is God (the Creator of all), while satan is just one more created being like the rest of us. Of course, the devil is a powerful being, but he does not, at all, compare to God. There is no relationship between the devil and God, like we see the Star Wars rivalry between some light and dark “forces.” There is no, back and forth, battle between good and evil, where one is ahead for a while until the other comes on strong and passes his opponent for a while; and then it reverses again. They are not powers like that, which are equal and cancel each other out over time. Are you kidding me?! Satan bears absolutely no comparison Jesus Christ, who is God, the Creator. Compared to the Supreme Being that is Jesus, satan is not even a microbe attached to virus on the leg hair of a flea!

	And yet Mormonism tells us, we are all one big family of Jesus and his siblings. That reminds me of the classic joke about the old guy sitting in a Church service with a full congregation around him. As the pastor is preaching, all of a sudden through the door and down the aisle walks satan himself. So, people start freaking out and the whole Church empties; and I mean everyone, including the pastor who unfortunately also runs out with the rest of the congregation.  All except for one guy still sitting calmly in the front pew. The older gentleman is just sitting there like nothing happened. So, satan comes up to the guy and says, “Hey, hey, hey, how come you’re not running?” The fella sitting there just brushes him off and doesn’t even acknowledge the devil. Satan says, “Don’t you even know who I am?!” The guy finally looks up at him and replies, “Yeah, I know who you are.” The devil says, “Well, why aren’t you afraid of me?” The guy replies, “Well, you know, I’ve been married to your sister forty-seven years. So, I think I can handle this.”

	Anyway, that was just a quick joke but let’s get back to the Mormon doctrine on Jesus, and more specifically, just what the best Christian response is to their false teachings about Him:

	“Jesus willingly died on the cross as the perfect sacrifice for sin. The resurrection of Jesus Christ confirmed His deity and proved that God had accepted His atoning sacrifice. Jesus is the only mediator between God and man, the only way to the Father (means of salvation).”

	Here’s something I belabor all the time, and for good reason: the trouble always begins once you get outside the Bible; whether you’re a Catholic going into the Apocrypha and listening to the popes, or with all due respect, someone of the charismatic flavor where you claim a revelation by saying, “Well, God told me...” and “I got a word from God.” And those are no different than a Mormon getting outside the Bible while claiming to follow it, but you really don’t because, instead, you revere three other books that were whipped up by a guy named Joseph Smith who made it up for the money because he was involved in witchcraft and Freemasonry.

	Everything gets messed up when you get outside the Bible, including who God and Jesus are, as well as the next source of authority we want to look at for Mormonism, which is how they also teach wrong doctrine about the nature of mankind, as far as where we came from and other related questions of our existence.

	“Mormonism claims that humans pre-existed as spirit children in heaven…”

	What?! Who is the One responsible for our birth? It is God and again, this is why no Mormon, or any other person can ever become God: By definition God is eternal so He had no beginning. The very fact that a Mormon, or any of us, have a personal event we celebrate every year called a “birthday,” means we cannot be God. What do we do on our birthday? We celebrate our beginning point. So how could we say we preexisted, as a god would? How could we become a god, who by definition has no beginning? The whole scam falls apart, but Mormonism has to cram this pre-existence in their teachings because without it their false teaching about our supposed future as gods, does not work. So, they concocted the idea that we pre-existed with God as His spirit child and when born we must then turn right back around and go through the Mormon organization’s hoops to become that god again. They also say this:

	“Humans pre-existed as spirit children in Heaven, who are later given bodies to live on earth so that they may progress to godhood.”

	What?! If you say you were already pre-existing as a god, and even related to Jesus and satan, then why come down to earth and take a chance at not becoming one of that relatively-tiny number of humans who has ever practiced perfect Mormonism? According to Mormon doctrine, you would not make it back to being a god again. Wouldn’t your much-preferred option be to just stay where you are at? It doesn’t make sense.

	“Mormonism teaches that pre-existing humans made choices as spirit children that determined whether or not they would come to earth.”

	But it’s God that determines who lives; He is the author of life, even though Mormonism teaches the false notion that we can chose whether or not to come here. Here’s more Mormon doctrine:

	“Those who were obedient, received physical bodies.”

	Remember, they teach that there were two factions who were not obedient. One rebelled so they became the demons and the other remained neutral, which caused them to supposedly be cursed to live with black skin. That’s part of Mormonism’s racist history and something they don’t tell you when knocking at your door, especially those houses where the inhabitants have darker skin. But it is what they believe. Let’s continue with more from Mormonism:

	“Mormons teach that humans can become gods through obedience to Mormon teaching and obeying Mormonism and the Prophet.”

	And that obedience you must practice, is for anything Joseph Smith said, as well as proclamations from other previous prophets, and all decrees from the prophet guy who’s in charge today. Despite the multitude of contradictory false teachings, you signed up for, if you do perfectly follow them, which you can’t, you’ll supposedly become a god. Here is more from Mormonism in their own words with their claims about a singular god-guy they call Elohim (wrongly using the plural Hebrew word), and his many goddess wives:

	“All men and women are literally sons and daughters of Deity. Man, as a spirit, was begotten and born of Heavenly parents.”

	Those Heavenly parents are supposedly Elohim and his ladies: the goddess wives. That reminds me of when I used to live in Sacramento, I was getting my hair cut. The guy who cut my hair at the time, was another Christian. So, we’d be rapping about Jesus stuff and he’d talk about some of the witnessing opportunities he had with people sitting in his barber chair. Keep in mind that this was in Roseville, CA, where it’s a bit more upper crusty, so guess what religion some of the residents happen to be. Yes, many are Mormon; with all due respect, as we have talked about before, often you can just follow the money.

	But one day he just couldn’t take it as he was cutting the hair of a lady who was going to town about how proud she was to be a Mormon. She went on and on; Mormon this and Mormon that, so much so that it seemed to be dripping off her as she piled it on about how surely Mormonism is the right path. As she kept going, she even mentioned being related to Brigham Young. So that was my friend’s opportunity. He probably shouldn’t have said it, but the first thing that came out of his mouth was, “And which wife was that?” Hey, that’s a good question though, right? He said she was silent for the rest of the haircut.

	But anyway, back to the false Mormon story about all us supposedly being spirit babies in Heaven, birthed from the Elohim guy and his many wives. Here’s more:

	“Man, as a spirit, was begotten and born of Heavenly parents, and reared to maturity in the eternal mansions of the Father, prior to coming upon the earth in a temporal (physical) body (Joseph Smith, The Origin of Man).”

	“We began to make choices as spirit children in our Heavenly Father’s presence (Gospel Principles, chapter 4).”

	“When we lived as spirit children with our Heavenly parents, our Heavenly Father told us about this plan for us to become more like him (Gospel Principles, chapter 5).”

	Earlier, this is why I explained their version of “Heavenly Father.” They use the term a lot but now that you understand they are speaking of a completely different entity (some dude supposedly just like us), when listening to the rest of this stuff from them, you can get the true biblical Father God completely out of your head; that is not who they mean. Their version of that term is this guy they named Elohim, who came from other gods, who themselves came from other gods, who came from still prior gods, etc. And who knows how long that supposedly went back. Their Elohim has a large number of wives up there and they are popping out all the spirit babies. Here’s more Mormon explanation of our supposed origins:

	“Since we could not progress further in Heaven, our Heavenly Father (Elohim) called a Grand Council to present his plan for our progression (progressing toward being gods even though we were supposedly born from God already.) We learned that if we follow his plan, we will become like him. We would have a resurrected body; we would have all power in Heaven and earth; we would become Heavenly parents and have spirit children just as he does (Gospel Principles, chapter 3).”

	“Thus, spirit children of our Heavenly Father began leaving his presence to come to the earth as they had been promised (Gospel Principles, chapter 7).”

	“Other important truths that the Lord restored include the following: We existed in pre-mortal life as spirit children of God (Gospel Principles, chapter 17).”

	“Man was also in the beginning with God (Doctrine and Covenants 93:29).”

	What?! How do they get past the first page of the Bible with that one? And it’s not just the first page, but also the first verse of the entire Bible, Genesis 1:1. By the way, I’m sure most of you have made New Year’s resolutions and maybe one of those has been something like, “I’m going to read through the Bible this year if it’s last thing do. I’m really going to do it this year.” That’s a common one and if you’ve attempted the Bible-reading resolution you’ll probably know that the way it normally goes is like this:

	You start out the year in Genesis, which you think is kind of exciting and then Exodus has a lot of action. But after those two, you experience a loss of momentum as you work your way through Leviticus with God’s instructions to Moses for the Israelites. Then comes D..e..u...t...e..r....o....n.....o......m........y. The whole time in that one you’re thinking, “Wait, I’ve heard this before.” Well, yes, because that is what “deuteros” and “nomos” mean: “second” and “law,” which lets us know it is the second telling the laws. It’s those legal aspects told all over again. However, if you just hang in there, the action picks up again in Joshua and Judges.

	And here’s my point: Hopefully you made it through the whole Bible that year and I hope you read the Bible regardless of any New Year’s resolution, but come on, everyone at least makes it to the first verse on the first page, right? In fact, most of us don’t have to even open the Bible to know what it says in those first few words. The Scriptures starts with, “In the beginning God created” a whole bunch of spirit babies, popping them out through his many goddess wives. Oh, I’m sorry, that’s a wrong translation. I don’t see that in my Bible, and believe it or not, it isn’t even in the Hebrew version, including “Southern” Hebrew. Instead, the part which makes my point is even shorter: “In the beginning, God...” But those first four words are where Mormonism’s Bible twisting begins. Contrary to God’s Word, Mormon leadership tells us,

	“Man was also in the beginning with God. Intelligence, or the light of truth, was not created or made, neither indeed can it be.”

	Really?! Well, the one and only real God did create those things. They go on:

	“Life, intelligence, mind, the ‘light of truth,’ or whatever name one gives to the center of the personality of man, is an uncreated, eternally existent, indestructible entity. In the first stage, man was an eternally existent being termed an intelligence. The next realm where man dwelt well was the spirit world. Eternally existing intelligences were clothed with spirit bodies, numerous sons and daughters were begotten and born of Heavenly parents into that eternal family in the spirit world (The Gospel Through the Ages, pages 126-127).”

	“He revealed that one of the purposes of marriage is to provide mortal bodies for his spirit children (Gospel Principles, chapter 36).”

	What?! Wait a second. I want to preface what I’m about to say because there is nothing wrong with kids, kids are cool, and God says, blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. Many children make for a lot of arrows to shoot with. Or as they probably looked at it back in the day, many kids make work on the farm easier. Hey, that’s a blessing, right? And for us today it means free yard work, right? At least for a while.

	But anyway, have you noticed that Mormons typically have large families? Why is that? With all due respect, it’s because of their false teaching about “spirit children.” Again, there is nothing wrong with having a lot of little ones around the house. If you want to have a whole bunch of kids, go right ahead. And in fact, the Bible tells us to “Be fruitful, and multiply,” right? But the problem is, that’s not what Mormonism is teaching in their Gospel Principles, chapter 36. Instead, Mormons are told they have to have a bunch of children because bodies are needed for those spirit babies to be populated into. That’s why they’re doing it. Let me give you that explanation in their own words:

	“The purpose of having large families was based on the LDS doctrine of eternal progression.  Mormonism insists that all men are the literal offspring of the Mormon God (Elohim) and one of his Heavenly wives. Every human being born on earth once existed in Heaven as one of his spirit-children. However, if the spirit-child of God was to achieve exaltation and Godhood, it would be necessary that they become human and be tested and tried to be found worthy of such a position.”

	Again, if all that were true, here’s my question: Why didn’t they just stay there instead of risking the chance that he or she would come down to earth and then not make it back to Heaven because they weren’t one of that tiny number of earthlings who found Mormonism here? It doesn’t make sense. Here’s what Young taught:

	“Brigham Young insisted that it was the duty of every Latter-Day Saint to prepare human bodies for those children of God.”

	He’s talking about making more human bodies for those spirit babies to inhabit. He’s saying Mormons better all get cracking to supply a lot of bodies for these externally existing spirits who want to strive to get back to where they just left. That is the doctrinal Mormon motive to makes a lot of babies. Young also said this:

	“There are multitudes of pure and holy spirits waiting to take tabernacles (bodies,) now what is our duty? To prepare tabernacles for them; to take a course that will not tend to drive those spirits into the families of the wicked, where they will be trained in wickedness, debauchery, and every species of crime. It is the duty of every righteous man and woman to prepare tabernacles for all the spirits they can.”

	Now I have heard of guys making excuses for more time in the bedroom, but man, this pretext is bad. So, they don’t see the reason to have many children as being God’s blessing, spreading Christianity out over God’s earth, or even in the sense that a husband and wife become one. Instead, the idea is to hurry up and crank these little critters out because there are spirit babies up there hanging out waiting for human hosts. You can see them guilting the followers with something like, “Hey, do you want those spirit babies to be born in the wicked households of non-Mormons like Pastor Billy? Come on, he doesn’t follow the teachings of our prophet, brother Smith! Instead, it’s just all about the Bible with him. So, let’s go people! You know what you have to do; get crackin’ on those kids!”

	So that’s why Mormons are told to have large families and it even blends into their other false teaching we dealt with in most of the last chapter.

	“In the same message Young proclaimed, ‘the doctrine of plurality of wives was revealed so that the noble spirits which are waiting for tabernacles might be brought forth.’ “

	In other words, “We don’t have time to stick with just one wife! We men each need a lot of them to crank out the kids like an assembly line.” Can you believe that? It’s crazy all the way around. Joseph Fielding Smith was the tenth president of the Mormon organization. He said this about those marriages who want to limit their numbers to only two or three children:

	“Those who willfully and maliciously designed to break this important command shall be damned. They cannot have the Spirit of the Lord.”

	So, Mormonism teaches that it’s every Mormon’s duty to have as many children as possible to prepare bodies for their god’s spirit babies because they don’t want them ending up in some wicked (non-Mormon) homes. They believe that without Mormonism those spirit babies taking over a human body will never make it back to godhood. Isn’t that wild? Again, and with all due respect, that is why we typically see large Mormon families.

	You may remember a television show with the Duggar family, originally called 17 Kids and Counting. By now the name has probably changed to something like, 103 Kids and Counting. Seriously though, they have changed the name as they add more. I actually thought that was a Mormon show but it’s not; in case you were wondering. But that’s why people might think so, because Mormons typically have big families and it comes from Mormonism’s false teaching about spirit babies. Okay, let’s continue on with their beliefs about the nature of Man:

	“Motherhood is a sacred calling, a partnership with God in bringing his spirit children into the world (Gospel Principles, chapter 37).”

	“Heavenly Father, (their radically different version), has given us the law of eternal marriage so we can become like Him. We must live this law to be able to have spirit children. (Gospel Principles, chapter 38).”

	So, what is the Christian response; what does the Bible tell us? Did mankind eternally exist? No! Here is what the Bible says:

	“God created man in His image and likeness, sinless (originally,) with intelligence, self-consciousness, and self-determination. Man was created to…”

	...become a god? Was it to go down to the earth only to work our way back up the system if we are lucky enough to latch onto a future Mormon body? No. Here is more Bible truth:

	“Man was created to glorify God (i.e., to display His character and goodness in our lives and therefore bring Him honor).”

	We are not God, but instead exist for God, and we will never become God. So, Mormonism has it totally backwards. Isaiah 43 is a great example of the Bible showing that Mormonism’s doctrine about man is all wrong: 

	“Everyone who is called by My name, and whom I have created for My glory, whom I have formed, even whom I have made.”

	Again, the Bible teaches about a beginning for each person because we did not pre-exist as Mormonism would have us believe:

	“Man’s immaterial part is generated at conception with the sin nature being transmitted through the father.”

	So far, we’ve seen that Mormonism has the wrong source of authority, which has caused all their other false beliefs that spill out of that bad foundation. This problem for them creates more and more messed-up ideas about who God and Jesus are, as well as this wrong reading on the nature of mankind. And guess what. As always, those mistakes cause cults like Mormonism to concoct a false salvation, a wrong path to Heaven. And boy do they butcher the Christian gospel! As with all false salvations that come from getting outside biblical Christianity, Mormonism’s doctrine heavily involves work, work, work, work, and much more work. That’s on top of their other false teachings about people all having been eternal, the possibility of man becoming a god, and the rest of their crazy claims. Here is a look at the Mormon doctrine on salvation:

	“Mormon theology teaches that the atonement of Christ was essential to our salvation and eternal life with God, but it is not sufficient.”

	Right there, Mormonism denies the completed work of Jesus Christ! So, they can sit there and say they believe in the gospel, Jesus dying on the cross, and salvation, but they are not talking about those true Christian terms we understand. And their versions are not even close. So, they co-opted Christian terms for recruiting purposes even though their Mormon ideas are not at all the same. They actually teach that the cross of Christ was not sufficient to save us. In fact, here’s where they split the true work of Jesus on the cross into two supposedly separate works to include the Garden of Gethsemane.

	“Christ’s shed blood on the cross provides for universal resurrection of all people, but it does not pay for personal sins.”

	What?! How many songs do we Christians have about the cross of Jesus Christ? We sing about how Christ’s work on the cross is powerful, mighty, wonderous, final, and many, many other similar sentiments. We sing hallelujah for the cross, lead me to the cross, at the cross, for the cross, how the cross is final, etc. Christians are so focused on the cross because of the all-encompassing final work Christ did with that. Everyone knows it, except for Mormonism. Again, they are claiming Christ, giving His life on the cross, only provided universal resurrection but did not pay for our sins. What?! And here is where they throw in a second act of Christ that they claim was needed:

	“According to Mormonism, only Christ’s blood ‘shed’ in the Garden of Gethsemane atones for personal sin.”

	What?! Where in the world, did they get that? And by the way, shortly we’ll see they really don’t even believe that covers sin. In fact, like all cults, they tell followers to fix it themselves through their own works. But why would they split the two anyway? Well, first let’s go to the Bible to see what Jesus did to forgive us of our sins. Where did that true atonement by Christ alone take place? Jesus did suffer in the Garden of Gethsemane where he even sweat from the agony, which came from looking towards His own beating, cross, and crucifixion. He knew what was coming. There was agony with those thoughts, so I’ll give them the point that Jesus was sweating drops of blood. But that’s not where the atonement took place. It was on the cross and I want to give a look at that from the truth in Scripture. Here are many examples showing of the fact that the only references in the Bible dealing with Jesus and His atonement tells us it was all done on the cross:

	“And reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross (Ephesians 2:16).”

	“Having made peace through the blood of His cross, our debt be nailed to the cross (Colossians 1:20).”

	“He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross (Colossians 2:14).”

	“He bore sins on the cross (1 Peter 2:4).”

	“We reconciled through His death on the cross (Romans 5:10).”

	“He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death on the cross (Colossians 1:22).”

	“I determined to know nothing except Jesus Christ and Him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).”

	Notice none of those finish the sentence with, “The cross and His experience in Gethsemane because it was crucial to pay the price for your sins.” There’s no mention of that, whatsoever. Paul does not mention anything about Jesus baring our sins in Gethsemane. Repeatedly, the Scripture says it happens only on the cross. So, Mormonism even gets that messed up and again, as we’ll see next, not even that is enough because Mormon followers are taught that they have to finish the job. So, Mormonism completely denies the power to forgive sins through Christ’s blood and death on the cross. They say the cross does not equate with erasing our sin, and instead, it only accomplished a universal resurrection.

	Now I want to give you the rest of the Mormon doctrine on salvation, which claims neither the cross, nor their supposed inclusion of the Garden of Gethsemane as somehow being a part of getting us to Heaven, are enough to fully do the job. Here is the explanation of how it really comes down to just another works-based salvation, which is not the Christian gospel:

	
“Only the most faithful Mormons have godhood or enter the celestial kingdom (their top kingdom.) In order to obtain this ultimate step, Mormons must exercise faith in the god of Mormonism, its Christ, and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints; exercise repentance; and be baptized in the LDS Church. Additionally, Mormons must keep the ‘Word of Wisdom’ by abstaining from alcohol, tobacco, and caffeine; tithe to the Mormon organization; attend weekly sacrament meetings; support the Mormon prophet, including all previous Mormon “prophets” and the present one; do temple works; and be active in their support of Mormonism. Mormonism also teaches that one must be baptized in water to be saved and that salvation will also be available in the next world for those ‘missing out’ in this one. Therefore, Mormons avidly pursue genealogy and practice baptism for the dead.”

	Again, that last one is the Mormon doctrine that everyone gets a second chance after death, which of course is untrue, as we saw earlier in this book. Now can you imagine a Mormon having to follow that whole list of to-do items for salvation? There is some serious pressure! And could most people even memorize all those? No. So, they aren’t going to practice that entire list because no one could. And that is why, at the beginning of this book, we learned that Utah has one of the highest rates of alcoholism, drug abuse, and suicide in the United States. And they also have a large variety of cults. Do you know why? It’s because the Mormon belief system is one of the most frustrating and hopeless ways to exist. Anytime a person has an unrealistic expectation put on him or her about how they supposedly have to work their way to Heaven, that person can never know if they’ve done enough. And every cult has its list of rules just like the Mormons. It’s the same thing you see with Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists, and Catholicism.

	As we saw in our study, Eternal Security, those trapped in works-based cults do not have eternal security like Christians do. All they know is they can fulfill items on their cult’s to-do list 100,000 times, but then get to the gates of Heaven, only to be rejected because they needed number was 100,001. So how do they ever know!? There is no peace and rest. They are presented with an unattainable standard. No person can live comfortably with it because the message from cult leadership is constantly saying, “You are doomed! You are doomed!” So many people just literally pull the plug on their lives. It’s crazy. Now listen to this from one of Mormonism’s supposed prophets:

	“One of the most fallacious doctrines originated by satan and propounded by man is that man is saved alone by the grace of God; that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for salvation.”

	Excuse me?! He just claimed that the Christian doctrine of Grace through faith came from satan?! Again, when they come knocking at our door, they try to convince us that they also believe we need to be saved (they believe in the gospel), just as they claim to believe in the Heavenly Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. They may even do so emphatically with something like, “Oh, yeah, absolutely!” The problem is they don’t; at least not in the same way we know those terms from the Bible. And their versions of those aspects are not even close to the biblical meanings. Every single core doctrine just mentioned has seen Mormonism twist and corrupt their meaning into something totally different. Here’s more of their doctrine:

	“A plan of salvation was needed for the people of the earth, so Jesus offered a plan to the Father and satan offered a plan to the Father but Jesus’ plan was accepted. In effect the Devil wanted to be the Savior of all Mankind…”

	Excuse me?! What does Jesus say about satan? John 8:44 says, “Satan is a liar and the father of all lies.” It also says, “He was a murderer from the beginning.” Contrary to Mormonism’s teaching that he wanted to be a savior, instead and even from the beginning, he has been a liar and murderer. That’s what Jesus said, and I’ll take His word over shady Joe Smith. Here are a couple more quotes from Mormon doctrine:

	“In effect the Devil wanted to be the Savior all of Mankind and to ‘deny men their agency and to dethrone God.’ “

	“Jesus’ sacrifice was not able to cleanse us from all of our sins (murder and repeated adultery are exceptions).”

	What?! So, they deny the cross of Christ to forgive our sins and instead claim something occurred involving our sins at the Garden of Gethsemane. But they say even Gethsemane wasn’t total forgiveness, meaning we must go through a lifetime of the Mormon to-do list, which still won’t be good enough if we’ve engaged in murder or repeated adultery (later we’ll see it’s actually a much bigger exception list than just those two).

	So not even their version of forgiveness of sins completes the job, which means Mormonism is nothing like biblical Christianity as they continue to prove with this type of doctrine:

	“Good Works are necessary for salvation (Articles of Faith, page 92).”

	“There is no salvation without accepting Joseph Smith as a prophet of God (Doctrines of Salvation, volume 1, page 188).”

	Remember, as we saw earlier, they claim Joseph Smith will be at our judgment seat. Here’s more:

	“As these sins are the result of individual acts, it is just that forgiveness for them should be conditioned on individual compliance with prescribed requirements, ‘obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel (Articles of Faith, page 79).’ “

	So, Mormonism claims we all must go to them to find out everything we need to do to get to Heaven. What does that sound like? If you’ve read our book, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion, you know that Catholicism too has their list of prescribed works to attain Heaven, or salvation. Their followers are basically told to, “take that, do this penance, and call me in the morning.” They have the same type of practices as Mormonism because both are completely works based organizations. Again, a Mormon at your door will say, “Oh, yes! We certainly believe in grace.” But they do not because their doctrine says this:

	“This grace is an enabling power that allows men and women to lay hold on eternal life and exaltation after they have expanded their own best efforts (LDS Bible Dictionary, page 697).” 

	So, they are telling followers to go ahead, give it a shot, and hopefully they’ll make it back to the godhood. And listen to this:

	“We know that it is by Grace that we are saved…”

	So, when knocking on our door they only need point that passage out; their beliefs just said we are saved by Grace, right? That’s wrong because they may deliberately stop there in the middle of the sentence but just keep reading:

	“We know that it is by Grace that we are saved, after all we can do (2 Nephi 25:23).” 

	That’s a false non-Christian salvation. They have a false gospel but then use Christianese to suck people in while they actually have nothing to do with Christianity, at all, whatsoever. Now here is the biblical response to Mormonism’s messed-up message on salvation:

	“Salvation is the work of God whereby He saves individuals from the penalty, power, and one day the very presence of sin. It is completely by God and not on the basis of human merit or works.”

	How does Mormonism get around Ephesians 2:8-10, which tells us, “It is by grace through faith that we are saved; not of works lest anyone should boast.”

	And works, works, works, is exactly what Mormonism promotes with required efforts on the followers part, like bike tours, rituals, and abstaining from Coca-Cola; though we already covered how those requirements can be flexible with members able to get around some rules by citing something like a subsection b, but only when raining, on a Thursday, and you’re in a southbound train. With cults there are often ways around rules so whatever. Praise God though, that we have simple clarity and truth like this from the Bible:

	“Forgiveness of sins is a free gift that is given to those that repent of their sins and exercise faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior.”

	Salvation comes from Jesus and Jesus only. As I have said many times, whenever someone tells you the way to Heaven is “Jesus and...” or “Jesus or...” or “Jesus but...” that’s not the Christian gospel. And how many and’s, or’s, and but’s does Mormon doctrine, (their to-do list), put on people to supposedly achieve their own salvation? Again, we cannot even memorize them all. And if Mormons are not trusting solely on Jesus, period, I’m sorry, but they’re not trusting the right way. They have the wrong Jesus and the wrong salvation. So, with all due respect, they are headed to hell. It is a serious issue! There are many things you can get wrong in life but do not get that wrong. Salvation is only through Jesus Christ, as the Bible says over and over.

	“No pre-forgiveness work is required.”

	Did the thief who was saved while hanging next to Jesus on the cross, need to be baptized to make it to Heaven? No! And how many good deeds did that thief perform? How about obeying all the commandments? I doubt if he was even able to sneak down from the cross and attend a Church service. Can you believe that? What’s up with him? And how about donating cash to the Christ’s cause? I am thinking he didn’t have his wallet on him. How about praying, doing penance, and surrendering to the works outlined by some organization? My guess is he did none of that while hanging their dying, after being saved by acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice. Yet Jesus Himself said the thief would be in paradise with Him that very day. The thief was saved only by faith through the grace of Christ.

	Now remember that we saw this earlier from Mormon doctrine:

	“Jesus’ sacrifice was not able to cleanse us from all our sins, (murder and repeated adultery are exceptions).”

	Again, they’re not talking about Jesus sacrifice on the cross. Instead, they mean the Garden of Gethsemane, so it is doubly wrong. But what is up with them singling out murder and repeated adultery?

	That leads to the aspect of their doctrine that I want to finish this chapter with. It is something they still teach today: “blood atonement.” The practice has to do with their version of salvation as it relates to atonement. As Christians we know that Jesus atones for our sin, period. Completely contrary to that, Mormonism claims we have to work our way to Heaven because the cross didn’t forgive our sins and the Garden of Gethsemane had some role against our sins but we must still labor over Mormonism’s list of requirements for our entire life so that we can supposed finish the work ourselves. But even with that, we may not make it there and all we can do is give it our best shot. Mormons have absolutely no security!

	Now on top of all that, their practice of blood atonement teaches that there are some sins, for which a Mormon must kill the person who sinned. If I were a Mormon and you committed one of those unforgivable sins, Mormonism’s prescribed remedy is this: Out of “love for you,” it is my duty to kill you. What?! They say some crimes are so heinous that the atonement of Jesus does not apply. Here is what they teach:

	“Instead, to atone for this sin, the sinner should be killed in a way that allows their blood to be shed upon the ground as a sacrificial offering.”

	So they claim, in order to be forgiven for any particular sin that Mormonism happens to have put on their list, you need to be killed in a way that your blood comes out of your body as you die. First of all, the whole idea blasphemes the cross. And second, listen to some of the sins they picked to apply this practice to: One is “Apostasy,” which to them means a person who departs from Mormonism. That requires blood atonement. And when you have committed that “sin,” even if you want to be reinstated into Mormonism, so you can supposedly attain the top celestial kingdom, your blood must be shed. So, a lot of people stay in Mormonism because they’re not only scared to death of losing their family, businesses, and other relationships, but they’re also worried about the organization coming after them.

	Other blood-atonement sins on their list are theft, murder, fornication, adultery, and mixing races. So, Mormonism is still supporting racism today. If you have the audacity to marry a person of a different skin color, that is one sin requiring your blood be spilled.

	Their blood atonement practice is why Mormons are not big on hangings for capital punishment. The reason of course is that hanging will not spill a person’s blood. So, if a Mormon is for capital punishment, it’s normally the firing squad or decapitation, which makes the blood come out of you, to supposedly atone for your sins.

	Now remember that satan is not only a father of lies, as we’ve seen in much of the history of Mormonism, but he is also a murderer and has been one from the beginning. With that in mind, listen to this from Brigham Young:

	“Young taught that the doctrine, blood atonement, was ideally to be a voluntary choice by the sinner.”

	So hey, if you commit one of the sins some of their guys slapped onto a list, like leaving the organization, committing adultery, or even marrying a person of a different skin color, you should voluntarily come up in front of the other Mormons and ask to be killed. That is what Young is teaching. Ideally, it should be you offering up your life, saying, “Would you guys please spill my blood in a way that kills me?” Wow, that is sick stuff! And here is more of Young’s explanation that is equally bad:

	“But when non-voluntarily, blood atonement should be carried out with love and compassion.”

	They brainwash followers to the point where a sinner’s fellow Mormons can be thinking something like this:

	“Hey John, listen, I know what you did. So, you and I both know you need to come up here in front of the group and commit bloody suicide. But if you don’t, you’re lucky I’m a strong enough Mormon to love you so much that I’m willing to kill you myself.”

	What?! I know I’m making light of it but the whole idea is just extremely repulsive. I want to sincerely ask them, “Are you guys serious?!” But yes, they are.

	“The blood atonement doctrine was the impetus behind the laws in the territory, and state of Utah, which allowed capital punishment by firing squad or decapitation. People in Utah were executed by firing squad under the assumption that this would aid their salvation.”

	If you can’t imagine Mormonism teaching this stuff, just take a look at Joseph Smith’s reply when he debated a man who said imprisonment is preferable to hanging.

	“I was opposed to hanging, even if a man kill another, I will shoot him, or cut off his head, spill his blood on the ground and let the smoke ascend thereof up to God; and if ever I have the privilege of making a law on that subject, I will have it so.”

	Brigham Young: “Suppose you found your brother in bed with your wife, and put a javelin through both of them, you would be justified, and they would atone for their sins, and be received into the kingdom of God. I would at once do so in such a case; and under such circumstances, I have no wife whom I love so well that I would not put a javelin through her heart, and I would do it with clean hands.”

	And by the way, them including adultery as a blood-atonement sin is a bit disingenuous when their history shows some of these leaders, like Joseph Smith, married other people’s wives. If those Mormon adulterers, who prescribed this rule, were to fall under their own teaching, someone in the organization would have needed to tell them something like this: “Hey Joe, first you have to know that you are loved, and second, I’m going to compassionately kill you now.” You have got to be kidding me. Here is more from Young:

	“Will you love your brothers and sisters likewise, when they have committed a sin that cannot be atoned for without the shedding of their blood? Will you love that man or woman well enough to shed their blood? That is what Jesus Christ meant.”

	What?! Again, where does he get this stuff?! Here’s Joseph Fielding Smith, the tenth Mormon president:

	“Man commits certain grievous sins that will place him beyond the reach of the atoning blood of Christ. If then he would be saved, he must make a sacrifice of his own life to atone for that sin, for the blood of Christ alone under certain set circumstances will not avail.  Therefore, their only hope is to have their own blood shed to atone.”

	Here’s another from Heber Kimball (Mormon first-presidency leadership), warning about something needing to be done to those they consider apostates for leaving the Mormon organization:

	“I have not a doubt but there will be hundreds who will leave us and go away to our enemies. Their blood will surely be shed, or else they will be damned.”

	And if you think they don’t do this in modern times, here is one of their apostles, Bruce McConkie, from 1958 and 1966:

	“As a mode of capital punishment, hanging or execution on a gallows does not comply with the law of blood atonement, for the blood is not shed.”

	“But under certain circumstances there are some serious sins for which the cleansing of Christ does not operate, and the law of God is that men must then have their own blood shed to atone for their sins.”

	That was as recently as the 1960s. And fundamentalist Mormons still practice blood atonement today. In fact, this is in 1994 from a Salt Lake Tribune staff writer about how the concept of blood atonement still survives in Utah:

	“In the past decade, potential jurors in every Utah capital homicide case were asked whether they believed in the Mormon concept of ‘blood atonement.’ “

	Also, from the Salt Lake Tribune, is this from 1998:

	“When child-killer James Edward Wood, a Mormon, was tried for the murder of 11-year-old Jaralee Underwood, he was visited by Mormon leaders who ‘talked to him about shedding his own blood.’ “

	Since Wood was a Mormon who was guilty of murder, they were just following Mormon teachings when they told him something like, “Hey dude, we love ya so we’re saying you should end your own life in a bloody way.” Can you believe that? It’s disturbing. Here is the transcript of a video with more about Mormon blood atonement:

	“In the late 1850s, Mormonism experienced a reformation when there was a concerted effort to encourage faithfulness. Conversely, there was also a movement to actively discourage apostasy and sin. This was the distinctly anti-biblical doctrine of blood atonement. Brigham Young taught that there were certain sins that could not be atoned for, or forgiven, by the blood of Jesus Christ; but only by slaying the sinner. These sins included adultery, theft, apostasy, and interracial marriage. He also taught that carrying out this blood atonement was ‘loving thy neighbor as thyself.’

	Even as late as the 1950s, LDS President Joseph Fielding Smith taught that the doctrine was true, but not practiced. In the 1970s, apostle Bruce McConkie wrote that it could not be practiced as long as there is a separation between the church and state. But it was practiced in the 1850s. Records from some people living in Utah at the time, indicate that many were killed. And several specific accounts of murder, inspired by Young’s environment of violence, survive. One account is the slaughter of the Aiken Party, a group of six wealthy cattle buyers passing through Utah, who were accused of being spies. Several Mormons requested to camp with them and then murdered them in their sleep. Brigham Young’s destroying angel, Bill Hickman, admitted that Young personally commissioned him to hunt down and kill the last survivor.

	That same year, a similar event took place on a much larger scale. A wealthy wagon train of about 130 people was passing through Utah on its way to California. Tensions mounted because the Mormons refused to sell to the immigrants and some of the immigrants supposedly boasted about the death of Joseph Smith; a sin requiring blood atonement. Brigham Young offered all the wagon trains cattle to local Indians if they would do away with the party. But they were unable to do it, so some soldiers from Young’s Nauvoo Legion arrived to solve the problem. They offered the immigrants safe passage from the Indians but then betrayed and slaughtered some fifty unarmed men, twenty women, and fifty children. Seventeen children under the age of six were allowed to live. When the government stepped in to return the children to family members back east, the Mormons billed the government thousands of dollars for taking care of them.

	All of the property from the wagons was taken and sold by the Mormons. Of the dozens of Mormons who participated in the Mountain Meadows Massacre, only one was ever brought to justice; a former Danite named, John D. Lee. Right before his execution, he stated that Brigham Young was leading the people astray to destruction. A grave marker set up for the murdered people, bore the inscription, ‘Vengeance is mine. I will repay, saith the Lord.’ When Brigham Young visited the site, he reportedly suggested that it should read, ‘Vengeance is mine and I have taken a little.’ He then had the marker destroyed.”

	They don’t mention that when knocking on your door. And in the last chapter you’ll see another video transcript explaining how the practice continues even today with Mormon fundamentalist groups. In fact, you’ll hear about one person who was most likely killed because of blood atonement; he was taken out shortly after the filming of the video. So, it still goes on today, though they want to deny it. And that is similar to their stance on the polygamy issue where they claim it no longer goes on while many of those not practicing polygamy are still proponents of same-sex marriage, because the acceptance of that in the United States is a crack in the way we define marriage, which may help them get back to their polygamy doctrine in the future. In fact, just two days after the Supreme Court decision came down that redefined marriage, people were already in front of the U.S. court system claiming it is only fair to legalize polygamy now. For many in Mormonism, that would really make their day.

	Now keep that in mind and then imagine if we had someone in control of the United States who wants to bring back certain capital punishment laws for their own purposes. Didn’t we actually have a Mormon guy as one of the top two contenders for president recently? Now that we’ve learned all these detrimental aspects of Mormonism, can you imagine Mitt Romney getting into office as a part of the Mormon organization that has such a dubious history? If Mormonism took over the presidency of the U.S., if they got in power, wouldn’t that be the ultimate excuse to get rid of people who commit some of these so-called blood atonement sins like “apostasy” against Mormonism? If allowed by law, the punishment for those “sins” against Mormonism, could be our citizens (whether Mormon or not), atoning through the offender’s blood being spilt as they are killed? And what if we said anything negative about Joseph Smith, would that also lead to a sentence of death because of blood atonement?

	By the way, does that sound like another world religion on our planet today? Is there another where we aren’t supposed to say anything bad about their leader, at the risk of death? How is the practice of Mormon blood atonement any different than the Muslim belief that says, “Hey, don’t say anything bad about our prophet because our religion would demand that we kill you.” It’s crazy!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Ten

	————————————

	Witnessing to a Mormon

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, we know that Mormonism does not base their belief system on the facts, but instead, the whole doctrine comes from whether or not a person feels a burning bosom; Joseph Smith gave all kinds of conflicting accounts of his religion’s origin; the same conflict is seen in Mormonism’s writings, which don’t even agree with each other; there is no archaeological evidence at all for Smith’s made-up history, including no bones, coins, weapons, or anything else; contrary to what Mormonism attempts to portray, their name does not stand for, “more good,” but instead it’s the boogey monster; and we saw a lot of racism in their history, which we’ll look at more in this chapter.

	Other aspects of Mormonism that we’ve learned are how Joseph Smith was not a martyr, because martyrs don’t shoot and kill people.  Smith was a Freemason, who was also deep into witchcraft and Satanism, as was his whole family.  Mormonism has had a multitude of splinter groups, both before and since Smith’s death, even though Smith falsely boasted that he could keep his whole organization together, unlike Jesus.  Mormonism practices baptism of the dead as a way to supposedly save dead people even though that old pagan practice is not possible.

	With false doctrines like baptism of the dead, we had to wonder how Mormonism ended up with such strange teachings and we found out it is because they are a cult. We know that because of the five signs we can look at to see if we are involved in the cult, and maybe even leading one. That realization should come to you if you have the wrong source of authority, which normally leads to a messed-up view of God, Jesus, mankind, and salvation. Mormonism is way, way wrong in all those areas so, ipso facto, that makes them nothing at all like Christianity. Of course, when they knock at the door, they will say, “Hey, we’re Christians too,” and they’ll use Christianese terms even though they are not at all Christian.

	All that has led us to the most important question and the reason for this book: How do you witness to these folks? We have now gone through nine chapters of detailed information on Mormonism. Coming into this study you may have thought that Mormons are kind of different but now you know that is a colossal understatement, right? Mormonism is far different from anything biblical!

	But did we spend all this time and maybe even pray for God to illuminate our knowledge of Mormonism, only to beat them in a debate or maybe increase our brain size to take advantage of some future appearance on Jeopardy (the TV game show)? Are we just looking for a higher score on the Daily Double? No! The idea of all this research and information sharing is to lead Mormons to Christ, right? That is the whole point. Every world religion or cult we have studied, in our larger look at, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, is not for us to store up knowledge. The goal is to share the truth with those unfortunate people involved in these false groups.

	That understanding should be breaking our hearts, because Mormonism is not your average-Joe cult. These people are out there beating the streets, talking to people, and frankly as far as deeds, sometimes they can outshine us born-again Christians. That is sad and unfortunate, but even worse, they are going to hell. So, who’s going to witness to the Mormons, Catholics, Seventh Day Adventists, Scientologists, New Agers, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and all the others outside God’s Word in biblical Christianity? Who will reach out to the Mormons, who think they are going to Heaven, but they’re not? And they are out there working their tails off with their head in the wrong direction.

	So, let’s take a look at how we can witness to them and we’ll start first with some general strategies for approaching any of the false faiths I just mentioned. The first important practice for witnessing is to sanctify your heart. How do we do that? Well, does 1 Peter 3:15 tell us to at least get prepared to give some vague response like, “You just need to have faith”? No! Peter says we need to “be prepared to give an answer for the hope that lies within us.” Do we back them against the wall and choke them until they say we’re right? No! The Bible says to, “respond with gentleness, meekness, and respect.”

	And that’s what we’re doing with this book. I hope witnessing is your motivation for learning about Mormonism, which has very similar core practices as many other cults that just follow the teachings of man. Even though it’s a false path, which is leading followers to hell, all cults place demands on their people that they claim will get them to Heaven. In this book we are getting equipped to be able to understand and track along with Mormons as we talk with them. With this extensive understanding of their situation and if we also know what we believe from a study of our Christian Bible, we are prepared to witness as we’re called to do, giving a defense for our hope in Christ.

	A second important, general aspect of witnessing is for us to pray. Remember, we are in a spiritual battle and witnessing puts us right on the front lines. As we saw in detail with our Spiritual Warfare series, whenever you try witnessing to someone, you may not see it with your eyes, but there is usually a person or entity getting involved to mess that conversation up. I’m serious! I’m not saying there is always a demon right there, or whatever other supernatural experience you might be thinking, but I don’t think that the Church realizes what sort of huge battle we’re in. We face an epic struggle for souls, a spiritual battle for the truth.

	In fact, back when I was first pastoring in New York, one day a parishioner’s grandfather had a heart attack and looked like he was not going to make it. So, they called me to say, “Go witness to him!” I don’t mean to be mean but I’m thinking, “Why don’t you go witness to him?” I will but we should not wait for a pastor; we should all go. Anyway, I went and started to witness in the hospital room with just me and the old gentleman; God gave us an open window. I felt led to give my testimony so I talked about how I used to really hate Christians, thinking they were just dumb, duped idiots, and I tried every religion on the planet but nothing worked until the moment I cried out to Jesus. Instantly I was saved from all the demons, drugs, and immorality. I received a new heart, mind, and life! At this point the old fella was starting to tear up and I’m thinking, “Praise God! Oh boy, yes, this is cool!”

	At that point, the wife came in and sat in a chair across the bed. As we were at the important moment when I’m literally saying, “And would you like to pray and receive...” all of a sudden, his wife stood up and became like a cat on a hot-tin roof. She kept interrupting with, “Oh, he’s fine,” or “Leave him alone,” every time I tried getting him back to the salvation prayer. I thought, “Whoa, what’s going on?” Just when she had calmed down and I got back to, “Would you like to pray and receive...” a doctor, with a red bindi dot on his forehead came in; he was a Hindu doctor. So, then I knew it was full-on spiritual war for this poor guys soul! Something or someone really wanted that man to go to hell. Unfortunately, that’s when the visit had to end but I had gotten the message to him and surprisingly it wasn’t the end of this story.

	Some days later, the same grandson who asked me to go to the hospital, also had me perform the funeral. At that solemn occasion, a brother of the deceased old fella came up and thanked me, (too which I normally try pointing appreciation to God). I asked why? He said his brother had completely changed right before he died. So I can’t say for certain, but it sounds like, just before dying a few days earlier, the old guy got past the spiritual warfare, started trusting in the Lord, and found that same peace I had received many years earlier.

	Even with my own testimony, at the actual moment of crying out to Jesus Christ, as I was actually mouthing the words to Him, I also heard something go through my head saying, “If you do this, don’t you realize you’ll have to give up everything that you know and believe?” So even there at the very end, that sssssssneaky snake, satan, was there trying to mess it all up, stopping me from making that decision.

	A spiritual battle is what we face so when we are witnessing, certainly with Mormons, we need to remember who the father of all lies is and the fact that Mormonism is all based on a lie. Satan is the father of those lies and you may not see it but there is a spiritual war ongoing. You need to understand who you are dealing with. Now that does not mean you need to freak out because, “Greater is He who is in us than he that is in this world.” But at the same time, don’t act like you’re wondering through some cakewalk. This is a battlefield with someone and something not wanting these people to go to Heaven. Their evil goal is to get them to hell. And guess who is standing in the gap? That is us!

	So, sanctify your heart, being prepared to give an answer instead of some lame generality that doesn’t help. Don’t rely on an informed dismissal of the question with something like, “Oh, I don’t know. You just have to believe.” That doesn’t work. But that’s why we’re studying this stuff, right? Also, because it’s a spiritual battle, we need to pray, asking God for guidance to help whoever you’re talking with. You can even be saying small prayers in the back of your head as you talk with them.

	The third general strategy when witnessing to anyone, it to be ready with a good understanding of the Scriptures. We Christians need to know more than what they believe. We must know why we believe what we do. Unfortunately, folks with honorable intentions will do the right thing, learning everything there is to know about reaching Mormons, or whoever, but then they are unable to define even basic Christianity because they haven’t spent the time to study their own faith enough. Those we’re trying to reach for their false faith are going to come back at us, asking questions about our biblical beliefs. Do we respond with something like, “Well, I don’t know.” Of course, that helps no one so don’t just work at understanding their views; find out what you profess to believe and be able to define that.

	Number four, you don’t argue or attack people. Don’t say something like, “Oh, I can’t believe you. That’s so lame. And you’re crazy.” You probably already understand that is usually not an effective way to witness; certainly, don’t attack the person. In fact, do not do what I did one time. I probably should not have said what I did but it was one of those light moments when I thought I’d crack a little joke. I had been witnessing to a Mormon guy and it seemed to be making sense to him, but then he never showed up again. Instead the Mormon organization sent over an elder and an elder, elder to my house. So, we were having a discussion, one of many, and they were still working hard to have me believe God is a man just like us. They were using the anthropomorphic terms from the Bible, like how it mentions the “finger” of God, which of course is not a literal finger. Give me a break, right?

	So, we were going back and forth, getting nowhere. As I sat there with the two elders, none of us were budging from our beliefs. Finally, one of them said, “Hey, do you mind if we close in prayer?” Now I didn’t crack a smile like I do when retelling this story but I thought I was being funny when I turned to them and sternly said, “If you do, I’ll shave your heads!” You should have seen their eyes get big. I said, “Just kidding, just kidding!” So, the lesson there is that humor has its place but be careful because it could be taken as an attack; like them thinking I might try shaving their heads. Use common sense like, I hope, I did. Hey, maybe that little joke is why those two never returned again. I guess the lesson is this: do not argue, attack, or threaten to shave people’s heads.

	The fifth general strategy when witnessing is to make sure you define your words. Know where you are going with the conversation because one thing you will notice with Mormons, just as with Jehovah’s Witnesses, they have a prepared script for you. And you will know they do when you start asking questions that take them off their script and really mess them up. Don’t be that Christian who can’t handle their script. Again, understand why you believe what you believe, from the inside out, and then get equipped with an understanding of their beliefs, as we are here. And keep getting equipped more and more to be that important fighter for truth in this spiritual battle.

	A sixth important aspect of general witnessing is not getting off on tangents. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve witnessed to people where we’re right there at the whole point of accepting Jesus as their savior and the only way to Heaven, when they suddenly throw out something like, “Oh, yeah? Well, how about dinosaurs?” Okay, there is a biblical answer for that. In fact, our study, The Truth About Dinosaurs, is an entire eight-hour video study, or book, that answers that question thoroughly.

	But that tangent is not what we are there for. Whatever they throw out to get us off track is not the important issue right then. So, we need to keep focused because the crucial truth for that moment is how they get to Heaven. Whether they mean to or not, people can be masters of that tactic, which makes it our job to keep the conversation on track. It could be the enemy putting those thoughts in his or her head. You may be bringing them to that important final step with Jesus when they blurt out something like, “Oh, yeah?! What about female pastors?” or “How about all those different Bible translations?” Either way, just stick to Jesus and don’t get off on those tangents that keep them from making a decision for Christ.

	Focus on those important points we looked at revolving around their source of authority, which causes a messed-up idea about the nature of God and man, the person and work of Jesus, and the way to salvation. Stick to those five. Why? As we saw, it’s because they define a cult. And that is what you’re trying to expose for them and bring them out of. So, start with one of those five and, in love, begin to dismantle their leaders’ false teachings with the help of God’s truth. Get them back to the right authority, which is the Bible, and the Bible only! With Mormons, get them back to the one and only true God, as opposed to their multiplicity of gods and their false hope of supposedly becoming a god. Help followers of cults, who may not show it to you but who are often distressed on the inside, to get back to the right God the Father, Jesus, view of mankind, and path to heaven. Pull them out of what they are unfortunately part of by sticking to those topics and not getting off on tangents.

	The number seven general best practices for witnessing is to avoid Christian jargon, which I call “Christianese.” That verbiage has no meaning for the unchurched. You do not want to talk about how you’ve been washed in the blood, purified, justified, sanctified, or even deep fried like crunchy fries. And you notice I didn’t say Kentucky fried because most of you know where I’d be going with that one. I’m having none of that. But anyway, we Christians often don’t know our own terminology so don’t try using that Christianese.

	In fact, as a pastor that is something I’ve tried to also stay away from when behind the pulpit. I don’t think it’s helpful to use fancy theological terms like the hypostatic union of Jesus Christ. Instead, why not just say Jesus is fully God and fully man? A hypostatic Jesus might be misunderstood. You might impress a few people and sometimes those conversations can be fun, like the sort of discussions we had in seminary where we got deep into the material, but there’s always that temptation to become prideful from knowing terms for certain biblical aspects that others don’t. But in the bigger biblical picture, what is the point of knowing all that truth? It’s in the application of the information.

	As I train interns here at Sunrise Bible Church, I talk about how the test of their knowledge is not in regurgitating it to the adults, but instead it’s the ability to take those deep theological truths and go teach them to a first grader. Adults are easy. The question is, are you able to take complex biblical concepts and break them down for a child to understand. So, we need to stay away from lofty phrasing because those who use that sort of imposing terminology with the average folks on the street, probably don’t even know what many of the words mean. They are just parroting big words and it does not help with witnessing.

	Now let’s flip it around and talk about those guilty of twisting “Christian” terms, or Bible language, in an effort to bring people to their false teachings. The devil does the same as he gives some truth to get us to embrace his lies. What I’m talking about is that which we’ve seen in the last nine-plus chapters on Mormonism: They throw out our Christian terms, claiming to believe in Jesus (the wrong Jesus), the Holy Spirit (not the same), and the devil (not the biblical devil).

	With salvation, which is the Christian word, “gospel,” their version is also not at all the same. Like other cults, Mormonism is one of those works-based systems that never works to get anyone to Heaven. It does however enrich the organization that is demanding money, free labor, and compliance to the rest of the cult’s to-do list; or else the follower is supposedly doomed. Instead of that hopeless doctrine, the only true way is the simplest if we can only humble ourselves enough to accept Christ’s gift of Grace through faith alone in the redeeming work of Jesus on the cross.

	So, flipping it around, when a Mormon or follower of any other false faith, comes knocking at our door and we let them know we are Christian, what do they typically come back with? Typically, they will reply with, “We are too!” But we might want to let them know how that presents him or her with a big dilemma; their founders made it very clear that Mormons are certainly not Christians. Here is that evidence from the historical record of Mormon leaders describing Christianity:

	“The question, as to whether or not Mormonism is a part of Christianity, has been hotly debated. And Mormons have made themselves clear on the issue. In the official version of Joseph Smith’s first vision, he is told that all of their churches are not only wrong, but corrupt and abominations. The Book of Mormon makes it clear that all non-Mormon churches belong to the mother of abominations: the whore of all the earth (1 Nephi 14:10). When Smith was asked, ‘Will all be damned, but the Mormons?’ He said, ‘Yes, unless they repent.” So, from its inception, Mormonism has held a very low view of Christianity. And there is more. Brigham Young said that Christians were ‘groveling in darkness, heathens, ignorant, devoid of fact or any true principle, and converted into paganism.’ President John Taylor said Christianity was ‘hatched in hell’ and ‘a perfect pack of nonsense.’ Apostle Daniel H. Wells said Christianity was a ‘failure’ and a ‘monstrous iniquity.’ Apostle Orson Pratt said Christians were ‘a set of wicked Apostates, murderers, and idolaters,’ and, ‘the whore of Babylon.’ President Wilford Woodruff said the Christian gospel ‘shuts up the Lord.’ Apostle Erastus Snow said Christian teaching is ‘crude, erroneous, and leads to infidelity.’ President Spencer W. Kimball said Christian ministers were ‘presumptuous and blasphemous.’ And apostle Bruce McConkie called Christianity a ‘cult, false church, and a perversion of the gospel.’ He said Christians ‘believe a lie’ and a ‘mythical Christ.’ “

	The big word to describe where that leaves a Mormon, who’s trying to get Christians on board, is, “conundrum.” They have a real problem if they want to knock at our door, claiming to be Christian, when their founders said Christianity involves “corruption, abomination, heathens, ignorance, the whore of the earth and Babylon, being devoid of fact, paganism, being hatched in hell, nonsense, monstrous iniquity, wickedness, murderers, idolaters, infidelity, a mythical Christ, and a perversion of the gospel.” That is quite a catch-22 for Mormons who want to say, “Hey, we’re Christians too!”

	Facing those facts forces Mormons to admit one of two losing arguments for them: Either they must admit they are part of something that is committing heresy, or they need to somehow dismiss what their top leaders and founders said, (those who created the Mormon doctrine). They must either admit their false teachings or deny their false teachers who invented those beliefs. And if they choose the latter, calling out their leaders for lying, why should I believe any of the doctrine they mention when coming by my house? So, we Christians need to avoid the Christianese, understand their twisting of our Christian verbiage, and (in love) be prepared to point some of these things out.

	Number eight on the list of general strategies for witnessing is to “share your testimony and your assurance of eternal life through Jesus Christ.” There’s something about a testimony that really hits home with people. And what you want to hone in on, is the quality of your life since being saved. We’ll also talk about eternal security, which a Mormon and other works-based systems don’t have, but with our testimony in general we want to focus on our quality of life since becoming Christian because Mormons are living with a works-based system that is a nightmare. We saw evidence of that with statistics from Utah where there is a large concentration of Mormons and remarkably high rates of suicide, as well as drug and alcohol abuse. It is just not a good life.

	In my case, all I know is that one day I cried out to Jesus Christ and it was truly from my heart. That day I decided to trust that my salvation was by his death, and his death alone, as a gift from God given to forgive me of all my sins. In my heart I chose to believe God raised Jesus from the grave. And with that sincere gesture, all I know is that my heart was changed, and I’ve had peace like I’ve never known before. I became a new and different person.

	When you explain your experience as Christian, they may not give you the satisfaction of confirming that it made a dent with them, but what you just shared about the quality of life you now have with Christ, will be inside their head where they’re probably thinking, “Why don’t I have that?” For two years I have been out here on this bicycle knocking on strangers’ doors and sweating bullets. I even went through the Mormon temple services but don’t have any of what this person has.” So, it is very important that we share our personal testimony.

	Now let’s get into the specifics for witnessing to the Mormon mindset. Here is the first strategy to keep in mind:

	“Approach your Mormon friend with sensitivity. Even if he understands and accepts that Mormonism is a lie, there is intense pressure to remain a Mormon.”

	When you inform Mormons, some will actually believe Mormonism is a lie because there is no way to defend some of this stuff, we can point it out to them. However, there is intense pressure from certain realities like the fact that another Mormon was often the one who gave that person their job. If they leave, he or she will probably lose it. And who normally sets Mormons up in their marriages? Most likely it was other Mormons. So those can be the same people who encourage that same spouse to leave and divorce the person leaving Mormonism. That is some real pressure, right?

	What if you faced losing your job, spouse, and probably even the prospect of the Mormon organization, turning your family against you? That would include your children, extended family, and also friends. Also, significant, and possibly deadly, as we saw in the last chapters, Mormonism has a false version of salvation, for which they have the practice of blood atonement. So, they might actually ask you to kill yourself. And if that is too hard for you, luckily Mormon doctrine will “lovingly enough” help you to attain a supposedly-soul-saving bloody death. Remember, a Mormon turning away from Mormonism is considered an apostate for which blood atonement is the response their doctrine teaches. So that is another legitimate fear Mormons have and it’s no different than the same fear put into followers of other cults. They always try to keep fear and guilt in the heads of their duped followers.

	So, understand that witnessing to Mormons is a serious thing and we can’t be wimps about it. Certainly not condoning them remaining in that organization, but we need to understand those unfortunate people are in a cult, they are threatened all the way around, and they are going to lose everything by leaving it. However, we know Jesus is all they need. Even if the whole world leaves any of us, with Jesus, we have everything. And that is a great comfort they don’t have. Here is a second aspect of witnessing specifically to Mormons:

	“Mormons use Christian vocabulary (Jesus, gospel, atonement, god), but radically redefine their meanings. Define clearly what you mean.”

	Again, don’t let them get away with using our words because their idea of those has a whole different meaning. Stop them when they say one of those words and ask that they define it for you, i.e., “Who is Jesus to you?” Can you define Him for me?” What they think of Jesus, that He’s the spirit-brother of Lucifer is not true, and we have to be able to bring that out.

	Now this third one is a very important way to lay the groundwork with a Mormon. They can feel that some of our witnessing is just making fun of them, looking for an argument, or seeking to win a debate. But we are not, and they should know that we’re only following what their second biggest founder, Brigham Young, told us to do. Here is that quote from him:

	“Take up the Bible, compare the religion of the Latter-Day Saints with it and see if it will stand the test.”

	Well, okay, let’s do that, right? We can rightly say to a Mormon: “Hey, I’m not wanting to poke anyone in the eye or start an argument. I only want to do what Mormonism’s second most important founder told us to. Let’s compare, shall we? Don’t you also want to follow what Young taught; that comparing would be a good thing to do? I think your prophet was absolutely right about that.”

	So, then we should compare their doctrine to the Bible. And the way I see our job is to drop new thoughts into his or her head. The new thoughts we have for them are truths they probably never heard before because they live in a little Mormonism-society bubble. They’re never going to be told this stuff. With that in mind, here are some new thoughts to put out there for Mormons to think about while the Holy Spirit goes to work on them:

	“Hey if the Book of Mormon is true, why do Indians fail to turn white when they become Mormons?”

	They may ask, why they would change colors and you can point out that it’s what Mormonism teaches. Up until 1981, Nephi 30:6, in the “Book of Mormon”, taught that dark-skinned Lamanites would experience a whitening of their skin color if they embrace the “Book of Mormon”. Remember, Mormonism teaches that the Lamanites are supposedly the ancestors of the American Indians, even though scientists have proven there is zero DNA evidence of it. Knowing that, Mormonism just continues with their lie. Here’s that quote from Nephi:

	“Their scales of darkness shall begin to fall from their eyes; and many generations shall not pass away among them, save they shall be a white and delightsome people.”

	In another extremely racist teaching, one of many, Mormonism told black folks their skin would become whiter as they read the “Book of Mormon”. So, in 1981, when all the elevated awareness of racism was permeating society, Mormonism decided they better “get a new revelation” for that false teaching. It was just one more new revelation to make another of the thousands of changes they have done to their original “Book of Mormon” that they claim is most correct book on the earth. If it’s so trustworthy, why do they keep changing it? That’s kind of interesting and also a helpful new thought to pop into a Mormon’s mind.

	Here’s that story about the change made to some of their racist doctrine in 1981: The Mormon word in their “source of authority” (the Book of Mormon) was switched from “white” and delightsome to “pure” and delightsome. From that they could spiritualize their previously racist phrase to be the much more appealing idea that it is only talking about something like a change to a purer heart. But when we keep reading the “Book of Mormon”, it becomes very clear that they’re talking about a change in skin color. Here’s another quote from 2 Nephi 5:21:

	“And he had caused the cursing to come upon them... They were white, and exceedingly fair and delightsome... That they might not be enticing unto my people, the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to come upon them.”

	So, Mormonism teaches that these people were white, but because of their neutral stance (not believing what they should have), they were cursed with black skin. Again, it’s just another example of extreme racism from Mormonism. Excuse me?! With all due respect, that is really what they teach. And here’s their 3 Nephi 2:15 where white means white and they can’t spin it to say they meant pure:

	“Their curse was taken from them, and their skin became white like unto the Nephites.”

	There they have to admit their source of authority is speaking about skin color. Purity of heart has nothing to do with that statement. Also, at an LDS conference, one of their big guns, Spencer Kimball, referred to 2 Nephi 30:6, (which Mormonism now also falsely claims as another passage referring to purity), when he explains this to his Mormon followers:

	“Spencer Kimball...stated how the Indians ‘are fast becoming a white and delightsome people.’ He said, ‘The Indian children in the home placement program in Utah are often lighter than their brothers and sisters...on the reservation.’ During the same message, Kimball referred to a 16-year-old Indian girl who was both LDS and ‘several shades lighter than her parents...’ He went on to say, ‘These young members of Mormonism are changing to whiteness and to delightsomeness.’ One white elder jokingly said that he and his companion were donating blood regularly to the hospital in hope that the process might be accelerated.’ “

	They are talking about how those people can supposedly get rid of what Mormonism says is the curse of dark skin. Can you believe that?! Excuse me?! Lest you think that is not really what they taught, and besides all we saw in the other chapter where we covered their racism, in 1857 Brigham Young declared that apostates would,

	“Become grey haired, wrinkled, and black, just like the devil (Journal of Discourse 5:332).”

	What?! You have got to be kidding me. But we are only doing what Brigham Young told us to do; just comparing Mormon doctrine to the Bible. Here’s another new thought:

	“Hey, if the ‘Book of Mormon’ is so true, why does the Mormon Church constantly change it?”

	And this is another new thought about their so-called angel Moroni, who showed Smith where the golden plates were and was said to be a devout follower of Mormonism, which teaches that obedient followers become gods:

	“If Moroni devoutly practiced the Mormon Gospel, why is Moroni still an angel rather than a god?”

	Smith apparently did not think that one through, like so many other of his doctrine. If Moroni was such a devout follower when meeting Smith, Moroni should have popped onto the scene as god, right? In fact, Smith characterized Moroni as a master of Mormonism, who was handing down the information to Smith. So why was this expert Mormon stuck as an angel? That is interesting. Here is a new thought about their “Word of Wisdom,” which is the common name for a section of their Doctrine and Covenants:

	“Why do Mormons emphasize part of the Word of Wisdom and ignore the part forbidding eating meat, except in winter, cold or famine (Doctor and Covenants 89:12-13)?”

	So, the new thought might be, “Do you still eat meat, even when it’s not winter, cold, or famine? How can you pick and choose from your own “sacred” documents? I thought it was all supposed to be good. And again, I’m not trying to poke you in the eye or start a fight, but only doing what Brigham Young said to do: compare Mormon doctrine to the Bible.” So, there’s another helpful questions to have in our pocket. Here is another new thought:

	“Why didn’t the Nauvoo House stand for ever and ever?”

	Their “prophet,” Joseph Smith, prophesied that false revelation in Doctrine and Covenants 124. It did not happen, so that’s interesting and maybe a helpful new thought for Mormons. Here’s one from another of their false teachings:

	“Hey, if Jesus were conceived as a result of a physical union between God and Mary, how was Jesus born of a virgin?”

	That doesn’t seem to jive, just as these next new thoughts don’t:

	“How did Nephi with a few men on a new continent build a temple like Solomon’s while Solomon needed 163,300 workmen and seven years to build the temple?”

	“Why was Joseph Smith still preaching against polygamy in October 1843 after he got his revelation in July 1843 commanding the practice of polygamy?”

	In a historically verified timeline, Smith claimed God gave him a revelation that demanded Mormons begin practicing polygamy. Yet three months later he was still preaching against the practice. Did he talk with God so much he forgot that conversation, for a while? That timeline is historically verified. Here is another new thought about their doctrine in Alma 7:10.

	“Why does the Book of Mormon say that Jesus was born in Jerusalem when the Bible says Bethlehem?”

	Again, we’re not trying to start a fight and only comparing as Brigham Young said to do. You might ask a Mormon, “Can you help with an answer for that one?” This next one is about Joseph Smith’s made-up Book of Abraham, which is part of their” Pearl of Great Price”:

	“Hey, why does the Mormon Church still claim the book of Abraham is inspired Scripture, when it has been demonstrated that it is not, but is instead an Egyptian burial papyrus?”

	Yet the Mormon organization still defends their Book of Abraham as sacred doctrine from God. Why do that? And here’s another great question for all Mormons following what Young and Smith taught: Why would anyone still defend what Brigham Young said about people living on the sun, as well as what the other “prophet,” Joseph Smith, claimed about people living on the moon? Especially after we’ve seen every empty inch of the moon and the nuclear explosion that is our sun, speaks for itself. Why still defend those claims that we all now know are untrue?

	“Why does Doctrine and Covenants 42:18 say that a murderer will never be forgiven, yet 3 Nephi 20:2 says he can be forgiven.”

	Which one of those is not true? Hey, we’re just comparing. What about “God’s prophet,” Joseph Smith, claiming a certain famous garden was actually located in a U.S. state where he lived?

	“How can the Garden of Eden be in Missouri (according to Mormonism) when the “Pearl of Great Price 3:10-14” tells us it was the area of Assyria, when it mentions the rivers of Eden located there?”

	Should we trust your prophet or the “Pearl of Great Price”? And here is a question concerning their supposed ancestry of gods birthing gods, who had more gods, and on and on:

	“Mormonism teaches an infinite regression of Gods. But an infinite regression of gods means that there is no first God by which his subjects were exalted to godhood. If there is no first God, how can there be a second and a third, and thus there be the Mormon doctrine of eternal progression?”

	As we compare, like Young taught, there’s just one more new thought for Mormons to have absorbed into their brain. Again, these are not the questions they’ll have heard through the Mormon organization. And they don’t normally get any of these outside the group either because, when Mormons come knocking on the door, the typical resident just shuts the door on them as quickly as possible. No one takes the time to go through some of these questions, placing new thoughts in their head. Why not say, “Hey, let’s sit down and do what your leader said to do. Let’s compare, shall we?”

	Here’s a question about one the many versions of Smith’s origins story that Mormonism is sticking with, at least for now:

	“Joseph Smith said he saw God the Father (and Jesus) in the first vision in 1820. Smith said he received the priesthood in 1829. In Doctrine and Covenants 84:21-22, Smith said that you cannot see the face of God and live without the authority of the priesthood. How did Joseph Smith see God when he didn’t have the priesthood?”

	Again, there’s another fiction that Smith didn’t quite think through completely, even though he had a lot of time during all the changing of the versions of his stories. How could Smith claim to have seen the face of God, while also telling us it would kill him to do so, when he supposedly did so nine years before the priesthood even existed. There’s another interesting new thought.

	Speaking of the Mormon doctrine that says there are Mormon gods and goddesses forever populating other worlds,

	“In Mormonism, our God and his wife are exalted beings, gods and goddesses, from another world. And society says that life forms from another planet are called aliens. Therefore, isn’t it true that Mormons worship an alien from another world who they call their god?”

	Hmmmmm, that’s accurate according to society’s definition. As we saw before, the Mormon culture tends to be very big on the Star Wars movies and I think it’s because that really is the core of their belief, including other worlds being populating by those who got their own planets as new gods. Here’s another interesting new thought:

	“According to Mormonism, Jesus was the one being married to Mary and Martha at the wedding of Cana in John 2. If this is so, then why was Jesus invited to his own wedding?”

	It usually doesn’t work that way, right? If you needed to be invited to your own wedding, you’re one of those grooms who really didn’t help enough. Here’s another question meant to follow Young’s teachings and just compare, while not trying to start an argument:

	“If the book of Mormon is true, why have both National Geographic and the Smithsonian Institute rejected it as being archaeologically reliable?”

	And that’s not to mention how DNA testing also shows there is no evidence for the story of the Mormon origins.

	“Hey, why does the “Book of Mormon” contain the word ‘church’ in Nephi 14:3, 9, 10, and 12, which was set around 600 BC, yet the word ‘church’ (‘ekklesia,’ in Greek,) was not used until the time of Jesus over 600 years later?”

	Oops! How did those Nephi (Mormon doctrine) people know the word, “Church,” when they supposedly lived 600 years before the Church came into existence, at Christ’s First Coming, when he established the Church? Why did Joseph Smith mess up so badly on that story, which was turned into Mormon doctrine? It’s because he was not just a fabricator, but also a plagiarist. He grabbed and copied information from all kinds of sources, including the Bible, secular books, and different “sacred” works or writings from other faiths. He just picked and poked, copied and pasted, and then added some details straight from his imagination. Because he was a serial liar and apparently too lazy to learn his Bible, he got countless aspects of his doctrine wrong, which is why the Book of Mormon alone has had 4,000 changes.

	Now if you think that one was funny, with all due respect, I could not believe this next one: Why does the Book of Mormon have the French word, ‘adieu’ in it? Here is what Smith actually claimed came from God, as said by one of Smith’s characters in his book of “sacred” Mormon ancient history:

	“Hoping that many of my brethren may read my words. Brethren, adieu (Book of Mormon, Jacob 7:27).”

	Of course, “adieu” means goodbye in French. But why is Smith putting a French word in his made-up story about the supposed events in America around 600 BC? Come on, dude. Here’s another:

	“Why should I become a Mormon if, when I die, I go to the middle level of Heaven...where most Mormons will go anyway?”

	Most Mormons can’t make it into the temple to achieve the highest kingdom so what’s the advantage? And by the way, with their false teaching about baptism for the dead, everyone supposedly gets a second chance anyway. So, if I’m talking to a Mormon, I could say, “Hey, why are you pressuring me, and yourself for that matter? Even if what you say is true, I’ll just deal with all that later.” It doesn’t make sense.

	In the spirit of Brigham Young’s suggestion to compare, here’s another big question, which also brings out more Mormon racism: How could Joseph Smith be a legitimate founder, having authority from the priesthood, when Mormonism’s own teachings say that he and everyone else, up until 1978 (they got a “new revelation” that year), was disqualified because they had “bad blood.” Here is the video transcript explaining another catch-22 from Mormonism’s doctrine, which they won’t mention when knocking at your door:

	“Brigham Young taught that descendants of the biblical Cain never can hold the Priesthood or share in it...the children of Cain cannot receive the first ordinances of the Priesthood (Journal of Discourses, volume 7, pages 290-291).’

	It was taught that the descendants of Cain were black people and this curse was no joke.”

	“According to Young, any man having one drop of the seed of Cain in him cannot hold the Priesthood & if no other Prophet ever spoke it before, I will see it now in the name of Jesus Christ... Whenever the seed of Judah mingled with the seed of Cain they lost their Priesthood and all Blessings (Wilford Woodruff’s Journal, 1833-1894, volume 4).”

	“According to Apostle Mark Petersen, ‘If I were to marry a Negro woman and have children by her, my children would all be cursed as to the Priesthood. Do I want my children cursed as to the Priesthood? If there is one drop of Negro blood in my children, as I read to you, they receive the curse. No person having the least particle of Negro blood can hold the Priesthood. It does not matter if they are one-sixth Negro or one-hundred and sixth, the curse of no Priesthood is the same (Race Problems--As they Affect the Church, August 27th, 1954).”

	“According to a First Presidency statement, No one known to have in his veins negro blood, (it matters not how remote a degree) can either have the Priesthood in any degree or the blessings of the Temple of God; no matter how otherwise worthy he may be (Mormonism’s Negro Doctrine, Dialogue, volume 8, number 1, page 38).”

	“So, no one with any amount of blood that was passed on from Cain could hold the Priesthood at all, at least until 1978 when the Mormon Church changed its mind. But let’s trace the line of Cain some more: according to Mormon teachings,”

	“After the flood we are told that the curse that had been pronounced upon Cain was continued through Ham’s wife, as he had married a wife of that seed (Prophet John Taylor, Journal of Discourses, volume 22, page 304).”

	“Now this king of Egypt was a descendant from the loins of Ham and was a partaker of the blood of the Canaanites by birth. From this descent sprang all the Egyptians. Pharaoh...was cursed...as pertaining to the Priesthood...being of that lineage by which he could not have the right of Priesthood (Book of Abraham 1:21-24, 26-27).”

	“Now according to Genesis 41, guess who is half-Egyptian? Through Ham’s wife, it was Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph and patriarchs of two of the tribes of Israel. And guess who came from Ephraim. Joseph Smith supposedly did. He had a revelation that he was a descendant of the biblical Joseph.”

	“Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins—from whose loins ye are, namely, my servant Joseph (Doctrine and Covenants 132:30).”

	“Later Mormon prophets taught that it was through Ephraim.”

	“The ‘Book of Mormon’ came to Ephraim, for Joseph Smith was an Ephraimite (Prophet Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 2:268-269).”

	“Joseph Smith was of Ephraim (Prophet Joseph Fielding Smith, Answers to Gospel Questions 3:197-198).”

	“Furthermore, Mormon teens are usually given a patriarchal blessing. According to the Encyclopedia of Mormonism, ‘The patriarchal blessings of most Latter-Day Saints indicate that they are literal, blood descendants of Abraham and of Israel. In the great majority of cases, Latter-Day Saints are of the tribe of Ephraim (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, volume 2, under Ephraim).’

	“But if that’s true, then Joseph Smith and most Mormons, up until 1978, shouldn’t have been able to hold the Priesthood because there is at least some amount of blood in them that can be traced back to Cain. So, there’s a problem.”

	“According to Prophet Spencer W. Kimball, The priesthood is the power and authority of God delegated to man on earth to act in all things pertaining to the salvation of men. It is the means whereby the Lord acts through men to save souls. Without this priesthood power, men are lost. Only through this power does man ‘hold the keys of all the spiritual blessings of the church,’ enabling him to receive ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of Heaven, to have the Heavens opened’ unto him... (The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, page 494).”

	“By the logic of his own religion, Joseph Smith couldn’t have had the priesthood and therefore didn’t have the authority to establish said religion (Mormonism zone catch 22).”

	“Now let’s look at the Bible: the Bible never said Cain was black, that his descendants were cursed, or that his line made it through the flood. It said he was cursed from the ground, not from any Priesthood. In the Old Testament, only members of the tribe of Levi could be priests. In the New Testament, all Christians became priests regardless of race or sex.”

	“You yourselves are like living stones, being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ...you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a Holy nation, a people for his own possession... (1 Peter 2:5,9).”

	“So, Mormonism is a great example of why Paul said, ‘Watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive (Romans 16:17-18).’”

	In other words, those who don’t know their Bible will have a hard time helping these people. We need to get equipped with Scripture and this Mormon doctrine, so we are able to successfully compare the two when Mormons come knocking on our door. Mormonism puts out a brilliant marketing campaign. They spend many millions every year through advertising on radio, television, magazines, etc., to paint a picture that they are great Christians. However, with all due respect and probably not speaking of your average Mormon follower, the Mormon organization is one of the most wicked, satanic, racist, anti-women, and polygamous religions on the planet. It’s an extremely false belief system so we need to help lead these people out of that trap.

	Again, this is what Brigham Young advised:

	“Take up the Bible, compare the religion of Latter-Day Saints with it and see if it will stand the test.”

	Okay, Mr. Young, we did, and you failed! So, we have already talked about this third specific way of witnessing to Mormons:

	“Limit your conversations to what the Bible says and compare LDS doctrine to it.”

	Again, if we know our Scripture (what we believe), and where Mormons are coming from, then we can compare back and forth, exposing Mormonism’s problems for them. Here is the fourth specific strategy when witnessing to Mormons:

	“Emphasize your security of salvation. For the Mormon there is no absolute security in attaining their ultimate salvation (or godhood) since it is based on works.”

	Of course, their Mormon version of salvation, their gospel, is them supposedly getting back to their spirit birth from a god, and in that way, they too become a god. To do that Mormonism says they have to perform a list of Mormonism-prescribed works, which is no different than the list demanded of followers of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Catholics, and all the rest of the faith systems outside biblical Christianity. They are all works-based salvation. None of the followers have peace because they have no security in knowing their ultimate destination after death. Again, what if they achieve 100,000 items from their cult’s list but at the entrance to Heaven, they learn that it actually takes 100,001 to enter? So, they just never know.

	The good news they really need to hear from us is that it’s all done for them already. As Christians we received the gift of salvation instead of the wages of our sin. It’s all done for us and complete. When Jesus said, “It is finished,” it was done and over at that point if we’ll only accept the free gift. Praise God that it was His work and not ours. The Bible says,

	“It is by Grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is the gift of God, not by works lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:8-9).”

	We Christians are able to sleep well at night because Scripture says that, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, right now and forever we have peace with God. Mormons do not have that. They don’t know what their future will be. They don’t know which of the three Mormon kingdoms they’re going to get into because their doctrine has many different versions and steps. If they do it the wrong way, they’ll not see their family and friends for all eternity. Again, they have no security. So, when witnessing to Mormons, we want to share the quality of our life and security with an explanation of it like this:

	“Oh man, what a great feeling! I’m going to heaven and there is no doubt! And I’ll tell you straight up, it was nothing I did. Instead, it was purely through the gift I accepted of forgiveness made possible by the work of Jesus Christ. That fact has been such a relief from any and all anxiety I’ve ever had about the afterlife.”

	Now again, they may not give you the satisfaction, but they heard and saw you give that heartfelt testimonial, including your joyous and peaceful countenance showing through. Inside they may be thinking, “Wait a minute; I’ve been out here in the neighborhoods getting bloody knuckles, sweating bullets, and often being yelled at, as I knock on strangers’ doors. In our white shirts and ties, myself and this other guy have been roaming the streets month after month, I even went through the whole temple priesthood, and I’ve given a lot of cash to Mormonism, but I still don’t have even a speck of the total peace or security that this guy has.”

	So, when we share our experience with Mormons, and truly get it across from our heart, it hits them like a ton of bricks. And again, it is no different than all the other works-based systems outside the Bible. They are going to want what you have, whether they admit it at that moment or not. They’re going to be saying to themselves, “Really? Is that true? That’s what I want but can’t get. Can I have that?” That quality of life and security with all its peace and joy are something they cannot get through their false works-based teaching.

	Here’s the fifth witnessing strategy dealing specifically with Mormonism and it reminds me of a song that starts with, “feeeeeelings, nothing more than feeeeeeelings, trying to forget my feeeeeeeelings…”:

	“Warn the Mormon about trusting in feelings (i.e., the burning in the bosom) for a validation of Mormonism’s true claim. Without historical, objective verification, feelings are useless.”

	Again, as we saw right out of the gates in this study, they base their origins and any Mormon conversions on the Bible’s James 1:5, which is not even what that passage is about. Mormonism will tell people to check themselves to see if they feel the doctrine is true. So, if you eat a piece of chicken and get heartburn in your bosom while contemplating Mormonism, that’s supposed to mean you’re correct to choose Mormonism for the rest of your life. Actually, they don’t include the chicken but do advise you to look for the burnt bosom. Excuse me?! You’re going to base your whole eternal destiny on a feeling?! What? We need to point that out, including the fact that feelings without any verification are useless to make this kind of monumental decision. Basing your truth, reality, and eternality, on a feeeeeeling is illogical and dangerous!

	Adding Mormonism in their recruiting efforts, society also pushes the practice of going with our feelings. That prevalent message from our education and media these days is contributing to people being snookered into Mormonism’s false gospel. That lie is something we call, “Relativism,” and its growth has been rampant since the 1960s. Relativism is the belief that whatever is true for you, is true for you, and whatever is true for me, is true for me. It’s just the same old lie that somehow truth is relative so each of us gets to decide what is right and wrong. What is the problem with that? It’s the same issue from Genesis 3 that caused the fall of man. Satan said we can be like God, right? He claimed we would get to decide good and evil. But that’s just false relativism.

	And it is what Mormonism bases their whole truth on. Relativism is widespread in our society today even though it is illogical because “truth” by its very nature is absolute. Otherwise, it would not be true. True means absolutely true. Conversely, you have probably noticed that feelings are wrong all the time. In fact, I’m going to read you a scary quote that is based completely on a feeling:

	“Some people actually feel that chicken is good for them.”

	Hey, that misguided feeling does not make it true, right? Okay, let me get serious: Have you ever had a feeling about something to the point where you just felt like it was a great idea, and definitely the right thing to do, but then even though you felt so strongly going in, it didn’t work out well? Along those lines I want to give you a quick story:

	Not long ago, Reid and I visited Dr. David Reagan’s Lamb and Lion Ministries in Texas where I interviewed Dr. Reagan and He interviewed me. On the way back I was kind of in a good mood, so I was “feeling” good, right? We were flying Southwest Airlines and if you’re not familiar with their procedures, they give you a letter and number corresponding to the place you stand in line before boarding. There are no assigned seats with Southwest; it is first come, first serve. So anyway, I was standing on my spot with just one lady in front of me and Reid right behind. And again, I’m feeling pretty good because we’d been gone a couple days and I was looking forward to getting back to the wife, kids, and the wiener dog.

	So, as we stood there, the sun was coming through the window and hitting the side of our faces. This lady had her cell phone out, so the sun was on her phone and I’m looking at it because again, she was right there in front of me. Her phone had some sort of plastic-looking protective film on it with air bubbles underneath the film, as you may have seen before. Here is the issue I created from just being in a good mood, and I’m not joking here: The glare of the sun on her phone and the bubbly surface made it looked skinny, black, and wavy. So, I’m thinking it looks a bit like a wiener dog. I should have dropped it at that but instead, as we are getting ready to board the plane, I’m in such a good mood that I had a feeling I should become Mr. Funny Guy. I actually said this to her:

	“Hey, if that’s your dog, you might want to feed it.”

	She turned back, looked right at me with an unamused stern face, and said, “That’s my daughter.” From her angle she didn’t see what I thought resembled a tiny black wiener dog; all she saw was the screensaver picture of her six-year-old daughter. Now Reid will verify what was said next as I panicked a bit and did what any red-blooded American man would do at that point: I simply said, “Please don’t slap me.” I felt two inches tall. That mistake in judgement had shrunk my mood pretty quickly. I tell you that to demonstrate how we do things on feelings that lead to bad outcomes. Of course, that is a humorous example, but how many times have we felt like we have a great idea only to see it end up causing a lot of pain?

	Now let’s flip that whole “burning in bosom” around where Mormonism is basing their whole eternity on a feeling. What would it sound like if we switched out the word, “feeling,” for the idea of a burnt bosom? Would it still be something we would want to do? As I hope we all can agree, 2 + 2 = 4. But what if I said, “Hey, I have a serious burning in my bosom that tells me the answer is really 5.” So, what?! On any tests involving that question, if your answer is always 5, how many times would you get it wrong? It would be every single time. Why? It’s because “2 + 2 = 4” is an absolute truth. That is why it’s true. It is an absolute.

	Let’s say I let you know what my burnt bosom is telling me, “Abraham Lincoln was definitely a wild-west cowboy. Hey, I felt it, man. It was deep in my chest, so I know it for sure.” So, what?! I can feel that until I’m blue in the face, but it still won’t change the absolute fact that Lincoln was the sixteenth president United States at a time when there were no Western U.S. cowboys yet.

	But hey, speaking of flying back on the plane from Texas, during that flight, I was trying not to be prideful, but I had this burning in my bosom that made me feel like I could jump out of that plane without a parachute and just fly myself, the rest of the way home to Las Vegas. I felt it, man, right in the old bosom. If I would have seriously attempted that, what would happened to me? Well, first, the lady who thought I called her six-year old a dog, probably would have clapped when I jumped. But second, the absolute truth of gravity would have caused me to plummet to the ground like a dart, turning me into something resembling road pizza.

	Relativism, a burning bosom, or any type of spiritualizing your feeling, is no gauge for truth, whether it’s mathematics, science, history, or anything else. Yet, Mormonism wants you to transfer that feeling to a bet on your eternal existence, which is very concerning! Not only that, but if we were to go along with relativism, how is anyone to know what is right or wrong? Are you going to determine morality by a feeling in the bosom, even though it is what both Mormonism and our society is teaching today? Mormons say they are for morality but what if I get a burning feeling in my bosom that tells me their book is not true? There is that big word again: “conundrum.” Mormonism says to base truth on a burning bosom and I had one that said, “no,” to their doctrine. So, whose burning bosom is right? How can we know by personal feelings? Everyone’s is different, so there is no objectivity if the decision remains dependent on each individual feeling for their own individual answer.

	Now I don’t want to be harsh while just attempting to expose this to them by using their own words so they can really understand. With that in mind, my questions for them are these: Are you really prepared to put your whole eternal destiny on a feeling that you say you had in your bosom? Is this the way you determine something to be true? What if someone had a burning in their bosom telling them it is okay to molest children? Does that make it right? What if their smoldering bosom told the parents to teach their kids to steal for a living? What if a mother had serious intensely heated bosom letting her know she should teach her daughter to become a prostitute? Let’s say there is a dad who had a day-long burnt bosom, verifying the veracity of his belief that it’s okay to teach his son to be an abuser of women? Are we really prepared to agree with all that?

	And Mormonism’s practice of feeling for a burning in the bosom was established at the foundations of their new religion. Still, when knocking on the doors, they leave their “Book of Mormon” with folks and say, “Pray about it. And if you get a burning in the bosom, it’s got to be true.” But that is one of the most dangerous, illogical pieces of advice they could ever give. That method does not work in any other arena of life, no matter how small. Yet this is the most consequential of decisions and Mormonism is claiming the feel-test is what we should use to choose our eternity. Do you really want to take that chance? I like what Charles Spurgeon said with this:

	“We have come to a turning point in the road. If we turn to the right, maybe our children and our children’s children will go that way; but if we turn to the left, generations yet unborn will curse our names for having been unfaithful to God and to His Word.”

	And that is what Joseph Smith did. He turned to the left, away from God’s Word, and literally made up his own sources of authority without truth. He cobbled together false teachings and lies to make himself some money. And what happened as result? Not only did he go to hell, he’s also cursed generations upon generations of people who refuse to see and read God’s Word. Ecclesiastes 1:9 says, “there is nothing new under the sun.” This attitude of relativism from Mormonism is what we saw in the generations of the Old Testament mentioned here:

	“In those days, there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes (Judges 16:6).”

	“You shall not do as we are doing here today; every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes (Deuteronomy 12:8).”

	Let me translate that: You must not sit there and base your belief, truth, morality, and actions, (let alone all eternity), on a burning in the bosom! And because that’s Mormonism’s whole belief system, they have now cursed multiple generations of people. Here’s Paul in Galatians 1:8-9:

	“But even if we or an angel from Heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned. As I have already said, I’ll say it again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned.”

	Joseph Smith turned to left. He went the wrong way. And in making his religion up, he not only condemned and cursed himself forever, but how many generations upon generations of people, now spread across the world, have been, and are now, under that same curse.

	But as we finish this study, here’s the good news: It’s our job to slam the door in the face of Mormons, right? No! Who is going to witnesses to them?! Our aim is to get out there witnessing to the Mormons, telling them about the one and only Jesus, the one and only Way, Heaven, and gospel. With those great efforts, the wonderful news is that we can help reverse the curse and condemnation they’ve been following. Now that is a fantastic mission! Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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