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	that on the day you showed up in my driveway

	and “snatched away” all that equipment that you would become a “blessed hope” to me, my family, my marriage

	and the ministry of Get A Life.

	Thank you for being the “hand-picked” of God

	to provide a friendship and partnership at a time when it was needed most,

	in helping to share the wonderful Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ in these Last Days here in Las Vegas and around the world!

	 

	I love you both.

	 

	
Contents

	Preface      vii

	
		Revelation Chapter 1 Introduction      9

		Revelation Chapter 1:1      35

		Revelation Chapter 1:2-3a      59

		Revelation Chapter 1:3b      91

		Revelation Chapter 1:4-5a      115

		Revelation Chapter 1:5b-6      143

		Revelation Chapter 1:7-8      177

		Revelation Chapter 1:9      207

		Revelation Chapter 1:10      239

		Revelation Chapter 1:11-12      261

		Revelation Chapter 1:13      285

		Revelation Chapter 1:14      311

		Revelation Chapter 1:15-16      339

		Revelation Chapter 1:17      375

		Revelation Chapter 1:18      403

		Revelation Chapter 1:19-20      429



	How to Receive Jesus Christ      455

	Notes      457

	 

	
Preface

	Believe it or not, I used to be one of those guys. You know, one of those Christians who said it wasn’t necessary to teach and equip the flock on Bible Prophecy, let alone the Book of Revelation. I had the same rationale, too. “Oh, there are plenty of other things to preach on and teach on in the Bible. No need to bring up something so ‘divisive’ in the Body of Christ.” The sad irony is that the very first verses of the Book of Revelation clearly state that the teaching of Bible Prophecy is a “blessing” to the Body of Christ, not a “divisive burden.” However, I still persisted, as many unfortunately do. Fortunately, God had a “spiritual spanking” waiting for me in Seminary. I was lovingly and bluntly reminded that one-third of the Bible deals directly or indirectly with Bible Prophecy.

	Whether it’s the Old Testament or New Testament, the First Coming of Jesus, the Second Coming of Jesus, the Prophetic Promises made to the People of Israel, the Millennial Kingdom, the Final Judgment, the Eternal State, you name it, Prophecy covers a huge portion of the Bible.

	Therefore, the challenge put forth to me was, “How in the world can you call yourself a faithful Shepherd of the flock, feeding them the 'whole' counsel of God, when you deliberately leave out 'one third' of the Bible?” I must admit, it stung and still stings to this day that I would ever, as a Christian, have an attitude that basically states that it’s perfectly fine and acceptable to deliberately skip over one-third of the Bible. In essence, I was taking a black magic marker and “blacking out” massive portions of the Bible from the Body of Christ. It’s stunning and shameful when I look back on it all. All of God’s Word is “good” for us. Yet, it wasn’t until this “spanking” and the “shock” of the event of 9/11 that I began to be that faithful Shepherd, one who preached all the Bible to the Body of Christ. The very next week, I began teaching on the Book of Revelation and other Bible Prophecy-related issues, and I have never looked back. One last piece of advice: when you are through reading this book, will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!

	Billy Crone Las Vegas, Nevada

	2026

	 

	
 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1 Introduction

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As we begin our new study on The Book of Revelation, we are going to see that this book is all about Jesus Christ. You know, the One we say we love, and are so thankful for all He’s done! I mean, why wouldn’t you want to learn about that? It’s an unveiling of who He really is and what He is going to do, very soon. It’s all about His sovereignty, His Lordship, He’s the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords. It’s all about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity, where there will be no more death or dying or crying or mourning, or pain, or devil or demons! Because the older things will have passed away. Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! That is what is in this book! Who, in their right mind, wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right? So, let’s begin this amazing journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1-3: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw – this is, the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”

	 

	
And boy is it ever! But when it comes to the Book of Revelation, so many people get it totally wrong, are totally confused, or flat out misinterpret it horribly. They don’t even get the name right! It’s Revelation, singular, not Revelations, plural. And then, to make matters worse, they even discourage people from studying this book! Even though God says, as we just read, He’ll bless us over and over again. They say, “No, it’s a torment!” Besides being a blessing, the Book of Revelation is a Book of the Bible. I thought we were to study the whole counsel of God.

	 

	As you can see, because of these problems, I thought it would be best to start with an introduction. What we’re going to see is why this bad, unfortunate behavior is prevalent, even in the so-called Church, towards this book. In fact, much of the Church has had a rotten, bad attitude towards this Book of the Bible for a long time now. It’s a horrible, long-standing trend. So, let’s get started.

	 

	The 1st reason why people get The Book of Revelation totally wrong is Their Attitude towards the Book. Again, it’s a bad one! Believe it or not, many people, even Christians, even so-called Churches, even so-called pastors, Sunday School teachers, you name it, have come up with all kinds of lame excuses and horrible reasons as to why we should never study this book.

	And again, we’re supposed to study all of the Bible, the whole counsel of God. God put it in here for a reason, just like any other book of the Bible. And it’s a fantastic reason, as we’re going to see it here, lame excuses, crazy reasons why people in the Church say you should totally avoid this book. And that’s why we’re getting into the Book of Revelation. Again, notice, it’s not torture. Not doom and gloom. You’re not going to lose your mind and go crazy if you read this book. All of that is a lie from the pit of hell to keep you out of this book, for such a time as this. This is the only book on the planet that tells us the great detail, exactly what the Antichrist is up to and how the enemy loses, and horribly so. And how Jesus Christ is coming back again to set it right. No wonder he (satan) gets people, even in the Church, to come up with these lame excuses and crazy reasons to keep you out of this book. It’s Spiritual Warfare 101.

	 

	
Don Perkins: “Why isn’t the Book of Revelation being studied in our Churches? (1) ‘Because many are afraid of the Book of Revelation.’ There is nothing that God has given us that you should be afraid of. (2) ‘Some have been taught they would lose their minds.’ I was that guy. If you study that Book you are going to go crazy, you’re going to lose your mind, they are going to put you in an insane asylum. So, I would never study the Book of Revelation. (3) ‘Some avoid [Apocalyptic literature] because of unnecessary conflict they think it brings to their Churches.’ Some would say, ‘I’m not going to bring Revelation here because it’s so divisive.’ That’s a lie from the devil. You need the Word of God. You know, the saints, you, me, the saints, if we don’t get it taught, we’re going to some website and sometimes you go to the wrong place to get it. There’s a lot of YouTube ministers out there, that you have to be very, very careful, as you go in and subscribe to. I mean, I have seen some Revelation looney-tunes. I mean, how did they get that out of that? Thank God, I know the Word.

	But a lot of Christians, because they don’t hear the message, they don’t know what the Bible says about Revelation. And any time a guy seems to be an authority, or is a so-called scholar, they believe what he is saying without checking out the scriptures. (4) ‘Some believe they won’t be able to understand it.’ Don’t ever receive that! The devil will tell you that Book is too complicated, don’t read it. You tell the devil that he’s a liar. You can understand the Book of Revelation. Again, I love this Book so much, Revelation 1:3, he said, ‘Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein; for the time is at hand.’”

	 

	Amen, and that is why we are in this Book. But again, note that I didn’t say it; God did. If you read this Book, it’s a promise from God. If you would just read this Book, if you would just hear this Book, and you would take this Book to heart, He will bless you. He’s not going to torture you, or torment you, you’re not going to lose your mind, and your Church is not going to split. He’s going to bless you, big time. It’s a lie from the pit of hell. The bad attitude towards this Book, in my opinion, is not by chance. We are so close to seeing these future events happening on the planet. So, if you were the evil one, and there was a Book in the Bible that rhymes with revelation, and you know why? It’s the Book of Revelation, it

	 

	
tells the exact details of exactly what he is up to and exactly how it is going to go down in the last days, what would you do? You can’t get rid of the Bible because he has tried that ever since the Bible was authored. It doesn’t work. God made sure He had a copy of the Bible somewhere throughout each generation. So, what does he do? He gets people to not read that portion of the Bible, with this bad attitude, this lie, that it’s doom and gloom, it’s horrible, it splits the Church. But guess what? They never know. And it isn’t just what the enemy is going to do in great detail in the last days, it’s for our own good and our own protection. This is the only Book that tells us that the enemy loses. Satan loses. He’s the defeated foe. He’s sent to the Lake of Fire. This Book tells us the truth, and of course, he doesn’t want you to know that. He doesn’t want you to know that this Book says Jesus Christ is coming back to rule and reign on the planet. He is going to put an end to all the evil and suffering. It’s in this Book, and he doesn’t want you to know about that. Why, you might just start smiling and witnessing. One guy puts it this way.

	 

	“This Book more than any other book, exalts Jesus Christ. And in the Book of Revelation, we see a beautiful picture of Jesus Christ in His commitment to His Church; what He is doing for His Church; what He has promised to His Church.

	In fact, the entire book of Revelation is a vision of Jesus Christ, sent to the persecuted, discouraged Christians in Asia Minor, that they might know who the Lord of the Church really was and what the Lord of the Church had planned for His Church. The book of Revelation gives us that information.

	 

	And then it reveals Christ’s love for His Church.

	 

	If you could jump up on God’s lap and say, ”Do you love me?” He’d say, “Yes.” And if you said, ”How much?” He’d say, “Do you see the hillside out there, the cross in the middle? That’s my Son. That’s how much. And what He’s doing there is losing you from your sins, by His own blood, that you might spend eternity in My presence. That’s how much I love you.”

	 

	
Listen: Jesus didn’t just save us, but He elevated us. We were washed out, useless sinners, and he made us into a kingdom of priests – present tense. He has given us royalty. He has given us priesthood. We have become the true sons of God.

	 

	And as the sons of the king, we are heirs to the kingdom, and Paul says we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. In other words, we share his inheritance.

	 

	Now, you can’t love anybody more than that. You can’t love anybody more than to say come on up where I am and be a king with me. This is in the Book of Revelation!

	 

	At the end of Revelation Chapter 3, Jesus says to the overcomer, ”I promise that I will give to him to sit with Me in My throne,” and that’s as high as you could ever get. When we go to Heaven, we’ll sit with Jesus in His throne. You say, “Where’s His throne”? It’s right there where the Father’s throne is. And we’ll reign with Him – co-regents of eternity.

	 

	Why? Because He made us kings and priests. We are royalty. We have priestly access to God. That’s how much He loves us.

	Listen. Jesus came into this world, turned His back on the glories of heaven and stepped into the earth, with all of the persecution and everything that he endured, and He did it in order that He might prepare a Bride unto Himself to rule and reign with Him forever. And all of that will become ours when we go to be with Him.”

	 

	All of this is included in the Book of Revelation. No wonder the devil doesn’t want you here!

	 

	The 2nd reason why people get The Book of Revelation totally wrong is their approach towards the Book. As if their attitude isn’t bad enough, we also have some in the Church who try to study the Book of Revelation, but their approach is all wrong. Totally wrong! Horribly wrong! We are to approach all the Bible in a commonsense, literal,

	 

	
grammatical, historical way, but for some reason, when it comes to this book, the Book of Revelation, people get wacky! I’m going to share with you some of those wacky things they do when they approach this book.

	 

	The 1st approach to the Book of Revelation is Allegorical Interpretation. Also known as Idealist Interpretation: This sees the events of the Book of Revelation as metaphorical lessons. They say these events or places are not meant to be taken literally, but to look for the secret “spiritual meaning.” They say the Book of Revelation is merely depicting the spiritual ups and downs of our relationship with Jesus Christ, not literal times, people, or places.

	 

	Narrator: “The idealist view which says that the Book is basically symbolical, and it talks about periods of conflict and resolution that take place all the time in the history of the Church and the book is not designed to give us a chronology of specific events that will take place at specific times, but rather to communicate the fundamental message of the triumph of the Gospel and the Christ Kingdom in times of conflict and persecution.”

	 

	Really? I don’t think so! This view is ridiculous. Because when Revelation talks about a literal global earthquake, it’s a literal global earthquake. Not an earth-shattering experience in your walk with Christ. When it talks about a literal political antichrist trying to take over the world, it’s a literal political antichrist trying to take over the world! Not a challenging boss you might have to deal with at your workplace. Also, since it’s a subjective approach rather than an objective one, it leads to weird and nonsensical interpretations. Like we just read, you can make up anything! And finally, the allegorical approach completely undermines the book's prophetic nature.

	 

	The 2nd approach to the Book of Revelation is Historical Interpretation. Historical Interpretation: The view sees the events of Revelation as the events that could occur throughout Church history. They say we need to look back at history to interpret these events and see how they fit into John’s description.

	 

	
[image: Image]Narrator: “Historicist view which was developed and held by most of the reformers including Martin Luther and John Calvin, interprets Revelation as predicting the Church’s history from the late 1st century until Jesus’ return. For example, they see Revelation 9 (the locust horde) as dawning the rise of Islam and the chapter continuing with the Muslim conquests (7th to 8th centuries A.D.) They see the beast/antichrist as the position of the papacy allied with the state; Latin Vicarius Felii Dei when reduced to Roman numerology adds up to 666. They interpret the 1,260 days of tribulation represents 1,260 years of papal authority from the 6th through the 19th century. Seventh Day Adventists represents the majority who still hold the view and see that the mark of the beast is when Christians are forced to worship on Sunday rather than Saturday.”

	 

	And if you want to get more on their false teachings and this horrible approach to the Book of Revelation, get our study “Seventh Day Adventism and the False Prophecies of Ellen G. White.”

	 

	But as you can see, to those like Seventh Day Adventists who hold to this view, you can make up just about anything you want. Which is why they rarely agree on the supposed interpretation of historical events that the Book of Revelation is said to

	be about. One person says it represents this period of history, while another says, “No, it represents this period of history.” No agreement, just make it up as you go. That’s not how you interpret the Bible! Again, this approach is based solely on a person’s subjective interpretation of history, which inevitably leads to wacky interpretations and distortions. And it again denies the prophetic nature of the Book and its value to early Christians. Because apparently that period of Church history hasn’t happened yet. So, too bad for you! No need to read this Book!

	 

	The 3rd approach to the Book of Revelation is Preterist Interpretation. Preterist Interpretation: The preterist interpretation sees the events of the Book of Revelation as more “descriptive” than prophetic.

	That is, they do not see the book as yet future. And to do this, they try to

	 

	
say that those events spoken by Jesus in Matthew 24 and in Revelation, like the “moon turning to blood, sun blackened, worldwide earthquake, every eye on the whole planet seeing the Second Coming of Christ,” etc., occurred at the destruction of the Temple at 70 AD. Excuse me! Hello, McFly!

	 

	These events in the Book of Revelation are obviously worldwide events that have yet to occur! When did 2 billion people get annihilated? When did an asteroid slam into the Earth and destroy 1/3rd of the sea?

	When did a global Mark of the Beast System get installed into people’s right hands or foreheads, so that no one on the whole planet could buy or sell? When was there ever so big an earthquake that the whole planet shook (not just a portion), leveling every city on earth, and no island or mountain on earth could be found?

	 

	You’re going to say all that happened, and much, much more, in 70 AD? But that’s not the only fowl teaching of Preterism. They are also one of the biggest sources of antisemitism today, by teaching that the Church has replaced Israel, ever since 70 AD.

	 

	Narrator: “This is very important to understand. In 70 AD, the event of 70 AD brought about judgment on national Israel, the scattering of national Israel, and absolute carnage against national Israel. It did not bring about the redemption, the restoration, the deliverance, of Israel. Why is that important? Because when you say that Matthew 24 was fulfilled in 70 AD, you’re actually saying that 70 AD accomplished the exact opposite of what all the prophetic texts say about the final Tribulation, the final Abomination, that causes the Desolation that’s in motion during the Tribulation causing the deliverance of Israel. Meaning no deliverance of Israel, no fulfillment. This is the lynchpin. Without the deliverance of Israel, you have no fulfillment of the Abomination and how it causes Desolation. Interestingly and conveniently, Mr. Wright and those who embrace this replacement theology is very convenient because metaphorical theology goes hand in hand and fits very nicely with an historical fulfillment. Meaning, they feed each other. Which is what I mentioned at the beginning. If you believe this fulfillment history, I

	 

	
guarantee you, you probably believe in some capacity that Israel was divested of her identity in part or in full and divested of her destiny in part or in full. That is something that the Bible will not permit.”

	 

	And yet that is what they do. This is just one of the many problems with Preterism. It not only denies the obvious literal future fulfillment of the Book. But it also denies God’s Everlasting Covenant with Israel (Jeremiah 31:35-37). It denies the Future Restoration of Israel (Isaiah 11:12), which is the whole purpose of the 7-year Tribulation! And it feeds Antisemitism because the Church has replaced Israel! And boy, is that in high gear today or what? Gee, I wonder why?

	 

	The 4th approach to the Book of Revelation is Futurist Interpretation. Now, this is what you and I believe. Why? Because it’s the same logical, commonsense, literal, grammatical, historical approach we have to all the Bible. I mean, why would this book be interpreted differently? Well, it’s not! And when you look at it, it clearly reveals three major parts, with the bulk of it being future!

	 

	Revelation 1:19: “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.”

	
		Things you saw – Chapter 1 – (the glorified Messiah – the real Jesus)

		Things right now – Chapters 2&3 – (the Church then and Church now)

		Things destined to happen following these things – Chapters 4 on – (the Church up in heaven, the 7-year Tribulation, the millennial kingdom, Great White Throne, the state of Eternity, etc.)



	It’s a natural three-part breakdown, with the bulk still in the future. Hence the Futurist Approach. That is what you get when you interpret the events and places and people in the Book of Revelation in a commonsense, literal, grammatical, historical approach to the rest of the Bible. In fact, the Book of Revelation itself acknowledges its own claim to be prophetic.

	 

	
Revelation 22:7,10: “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book. Then He told me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near.’”

	 

	And yet the Churches are doing just that. They’re sealing it up. How? By not teaching on it, with their bad attitude, and bad approach. What gives you the right to tweak God’s Word? What gives you the right to not teach God’s Word? All of it is for our good! Who died and made you God? The Book of Revelation is meant to be unveiled! It is the unveiling of the real Risen Christ, Who is coming back again to put an end to evil and suffering. To eradicate all death and crying and mourning and pain. It informs us that the Church, Christ’s Bride, will rule and reign with Him, over the entire planet. And that is what is being kept from people.

	No wonder everybody’s depressed! You’re not being taught our amazing future that Christ has won for us!

	 

	“No other book of the New Testament evokes the same fascination as the book of Revelation. Even a casual reader of the Book is impressed with the tremendous scope of its prophecies.

	The Book of Revelation is the counterpart of the Gospels, Christ in His glory in contrast to Christ in His humiliation and death.

	Here is obviously an important Book, one intended by God to be a final word to man. The great truths treated are the final point of revelation beginning in the book of Genesis and continuing throughout the whole of Scripture.

	 

	Most important is the revelation concerning Jesus Christ, introduced as the major theme of the Book in the very first verse. If for no other reason, this Book is important for that alone, the final self-disclosure of God through Jesus Christ.

	 

	As the last Book of the Bible, it provides the capstone. It is indeed “the revelation of Jesus Christ” not only as the Lamb that was slain, but as

	 

	
King of Kings and Lord of Lords who is certain to return to the earth in power and glory to judge the wicked and reward the righteous.

	 

	It proclaims the climax of human history involving a period of great suffering which would be worse than any of the trials in human history and the ultimate triumph of the saints and the final victory of our Lord Jesus Christ and general exhortation and encouragement for those who await the coming day. The Book of Revelation is a Book from God for all to comprehend.”

	 

	And that leads us to the 3rd reason why people get The Book of Revelation wrong is Their Apprehension towards the Book. In other words, they think they can’t understand it. It’ll never make sense. Which again is an unfortunate byproduct of the different approaches, as well as those that say it’s all doom and gloom, which stems from a bad attitude. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly. Wow! You will see that it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. And it’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but, for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future. You have got to get a taste of this; it’s the most exciting thrill ride ever. Let’s just blow through the outline of the Book of Revelation really fast.

	 

	Rapid overview of Revelation

	 

	
		Chapter 1 – The Real Person of Jesus, He is coming back, He is in charge, He is coming back with a fist of iron.

		Chapters 2-3 – The Seven Churches. Not only literal Churches but great lessons for you and me to learn today. Ephesus – Passionless Church. Smyrna – Persecuted Church. Pergamum – Tolerant Church. Thyatira – Compromising Church. Notice, it goes downhill. Once you lose your love for Jesus Christ, that’s when you let the enemy in. Don’t do it, don’t do it! Sardis – Dead Church. Philadelphia – Missionary Church. Laodicea – Arrogant Church.



	 

	

		Chapter 4 – Throne Room Scene in Heaven. (The Rapture) Let the Bible speak for itself. The Church is not on earth during the 7-Year Tribulation. We are up in Heaven, the Throne Room Scene. We cast our crowns before Jesus Christ. It’s going to be awesome.

		Chapter 5 – Title Deed of the Earth. Here comes the only one worthy of unlocking the scrolls and the coming judgment of God. The only one found worthy, Jesus Christ, the lamb of God, which tells you from where the judgments are coming. The Throne Room of God. It’s the Lamb of God that unleashes the judgments that are the seals, the bowls, and the trumpets. This is not the wrath of man, this is not the wrath of satan, this is coming from the wrath of the Lamb, coming from Jesus Christ.

		Chapter 6 – Seal Judgments. This starts while we are up in Heaven. Here comes the first of three phases. 1st Seal – White Horse – Global False Peace. The rise of the antichrist. Those nasty Christians who disappeared, resistors that halted all this stuff, the fly in the globalists' ointment. We are gone forevermore. Peace and safety, then sudden destruction. A very short-lived peace, why? 2nd Seal – Red Horse – Global War breaks out on the planet and there’s nothing restraining them from using every weapon in the arsenal. And it will probably look something like this video.



	 

	BREAKING NEWS? One World Government Established! Vacating the Vatican! Pope initiates his move to Jerusalem! Jerusalem elected capital of the World! Temple complex construction underway! “Peace and Safety!” New World leader paving the pathway for peace! THIS IS NOT A TEST!! World currency mandate! Everyone is to be marked for transactions! THIS IS AN EMERGENCY BROADCAST TRANSMISSION! Global

	Intelligence Agency! New surveillance protocols are necessary for peace! WE ARE GOING TO STAY ON THE AIR AS LONG AS POSSIBLE!

	Censored! Religious conservatives muzzled for fearmongering! War on the Horizon. Tensions mount surrounding Israel! Middle East Madness! 10 Kings resign authority to Supreme Caliph Mahdi! BE BRAVE! BE BRAVE! Golan Heights, Israeli Coast, World at War! Jerusalem, a cup of

	 

	
trembling! Mediterranean Sea – Worldwide attacks! Jerusalem conflict incites terror networks! High-level terror strike! Suitcase nuke detonated in America! U.S. defies World Order! Retaliates! Strike forces descend on terror headquarters in Syria. SYRIA DECIMATED! Damascus is a ruinous heap. NUCLEAR WAR! Russia and Iran launch ICBMs, the Kings of the East advance on Israel. World Government Headquarters, the red button is pushed. 3-2-1, the missile is launched, and when it hits its target, the whole city is blown up and destroyed. Global Directive Blocks UK secession! Secret Space Weapon impales rebel Parliament! People are hiding but it does no good. The weapons are so lethal that no one is safe. The whole city is destroyed by getting hit with only one of these missiles.

	 

	And it’s just getting started. You’ve got seven years to go, man.

	So, what follows after that? Shocker!

	 

	3rd Seal – Black Horse – Global Famine. No wonder, the whole world is disrupted after something like that. And then the 4th Seal – Pale Horse – Global Death – 1/4th of Mankind Killed. Two million people are going to die and you’re just getting started in the first half. And they die 4 different ways – sword, famine, plague and the wild beasts of the earth. In fact, speaking of plagues, I believe that because of the restraining of food and guns, because of the global war, you are going to see plagues that you never dreamed of, on purpose. That will make the plandemic look like child’s play. Because they are going to use biological warfare. And it is going to spread and disseminate the earth like this video.

	 

	Radio Newscaster: “Good morning, the main story today is the airport security alert in London. A flight from the Far East is being held on the runway due to the discovery of a dead passenger. Airport officials say that there is no evidence at the moment, to link the dead with the deadly virus that is sweeping through the Far East.”

	 

	BBC Reports: “Five chemical experts have confirmed that the dead on the plane is suspected of having the same virus that has claimed the lives of over 200,000 people across the Far East.”

	 

	
The camera zooms in on passengers on trains, waiting in line at airports, climbing stairs to the terminals. People are coughing, they are sweating profusely, and they are about to pass out.

	 

	BBC Reports: “Authorities have said that a man has collapsed and died in London’s King Cross Station. It is believed to be the first confirmed case of the deadly flu virus in the UK.”

	 

	Prof. John Oxford, University of London: “Modern channel flying aircraft, is a huge concern because you’re in Hong Kong, you’re at the epicenter of, you know, the flu outbreak. You’re feeling all right, you get on the plane, nine hours later you walk into Heathrow and get into the tube system, you’re in one of the biggest cities in the world and suddenly, you’re not feeling too well. You think oh, it’s jet lag. But you could be spreading the flu virus.”

	 

	A girl gets out of her car with a piece of paper. It looks like she is here to deliver the paper to someone when a helicopter starts flying overhead and a man is speaking through a loudspeaker, “Do not leave your houses.” She knocks at the door, but no one answers. “Do not make any unnecessary exits.” The girl is running up and down the driveway, it seems she is trying to get into her mother’s apartment, but no one answers the door. “We will use force!” She is outside her mother’s apartment when she hears a tank and soldiers turning down her street. She slips the papers she had in her hand through the mail slot in the door, but it doesn’t hit the floor, it lands on her mother who has died just inside the door.

	 

	BBC Reports: “The death toll in London has now reached over 1,000 people. This brings the total of world casualties to over 300,000. Hospitals in the public sector have now created public isolation rooms. The city of London is officially closed for business. The army, monitoring supplies from the local supermarkets, fear that the death toll could rise above 100,000.”

	 

	But it will go up to two billion, not million, billion. Plagues like you could never dream of and maybe even done on purpose. People would

	 

	
never believe that a plague was deliberately created. Folks, we ain’t seen nothing yet. The 7-year Tribulation is going to be horrible. You do not want to be there.

	 

	5th Seal – Altar of Souls – Global Persecution. Now we are still only in the first half and people can still be saved during the 7-year Tribulation, you can see with the 144,000 Jewish witnesses, and the two witnesses. God says He will send the Gospel to the whole world, which is the fulfillment of Matthew 24, where Jesus says, “Until the Gospel is preached to the whole world, then the end will come. That’s done by that angel during the 7-year Tribulation. So, people can still get saved, but here’s the point, they are going to be slaughtered like flies. The point is, get saved now, and avoid the whole thing. In fact, the Greek is very graphic, they are going to line up and get butchered like an animal. 6th Seal – Prelude to the 2nd half of the Great Tribulation. There were twice as many judgments as there were in the first half. If you thought the first 3 ½ years were bad, you ain’t seen nothing yet. You have a Global Earthquake. The Sun Turns Black. The Moon Turns Red. Asteroids Fall to Earth. The Sky Recedes.

	Mountains/Islands Removed from Places, which causes them to do things like this.

	BBC Reports: “Landslides at the volcanic island of Karma, erupted this morning and is believed to have split the island causing tons of rock to fall into the ocean. Witnesses say this impact into the sea will create a giant wave of 500 meters high. That giant wave is said to be headed westward across the Atlantic to the coast of America with the midst of the action being New York.”

	 

	Man on the Street: “Wave? In four hours? My God!”

	 

	Second Man: “Aren’t you worried about your own welfare? I mean if this wave is coming, shouldn’t we be getting out of here, all of us?”

	 

	Woman on the street: “I don’t believe it, why don’t we hear about this. This happened this morning?”

	 

	
Man on the Street: “I better put my bathing suit on and just hope for the best, I guess.”

	 

	Third man on the Street: “I mean, we ought to get a little scared.”

	 

	Announcer at Airport: “US flight has been cancelled, in an attempt to locate the tsunami that officials feel could be making its way across the Atlantic.”

	 

	Pilot: “This is Foxtrot Lema 9. I have a sighting confirmed. I have a sighting of the wave, now relaying camera vision, it is headed west.”

	 

	At that point the camera picks up the gigantic wave that is heading straight for New York. People are now starting to run and get to higher buildings.

	 

	BBC Reports: “It is almost inconceivable how much damage that it will cause.”

	 

	People have managed to get to the top of the buildings in hopes that the wave won’t be that large and that it isn’t strong enough to knock down the buildings. They are standing watching as it gets closer to the land.

	Meanwhile the people that weren’t able to get to a building and stopped in traffic jams, trying to get out of town, and are running to get away from the water line.

	 

	TSUNAMI ALERT: Tidal wave warnings across the Atlantic. U.S. East Coast Evacuates.”

	 

	As the Newscaster is warning of the Giant Wave hitting New York, the water hits the building where the news is being reported, bashes in the glass doors and floods the entire floor.

	 

	And that’s why the Bible says there is a Global Fear of God’s Wrath. Luke says that they are so afraid that the people are literally dropping dead from fear. And we’re just getting started. There is still more to go, and it just doesn’t stop.

	 

	

		Chapter 7 – Interlude 1 – Sealing of the 144,000. Some people say that the Book of Revelation is in perfect chronological order, but that’s not correct. We have Interludes and we have Preludes. And we have to keep that in mind.

		Chapter 8-9 – Trumpet Judgments – Opened by the Seventh Seal – Silence in Heaven. When the 7th seal opens up the 7 trumpets, then the 7 trumpets open up the 7 bowls. When the 7th seal is opened, there is silence in Heaven for half an hour.



	So, what does it mean - silence in Heaven? I firmly believe that it’s basically God saying, “You ain’t seen nothing yet!” See what we’ve seen thus far? That’s just the first half. It’s like the calm before the storm. If I were to stand up here for 30 minutes and not say a word, what would you do? Some would get up and leave, but some would say, what’s wrong with Pastor Billy? That is what God is going to do, silence for half an hour. I grew up in the Midwest, tornado alley, and just before a tornado hit, complete silence, then boom. That’s what’s going on – you ain’t seen nothing yet.

	 

	1st Trumpet – Hail/Fair – 1/3rd of Earth/trees & all Green Grass burned up. Now you are in the second half. It’s called the Great Tribulation.

	2nd Trumpet – Huge Asteroid – 1/3 of Sea Dies and ½ ships destroyed. And it will probably look something like this.

	 

	[image: Image]Two young people are riding down the highway on their motorcycle. They are unaware of a large asteroid that

	has just flown into the Earth’s atmosphere. A large ball of fire passes over their heads and heads toward Earth. In town, everything has come to a halt. Traffic is backed up for miles while people get out of their cars to watch this ball of fire, to see what it is and where it is going. This is something that has never been seen

	 

	
before. As it gets closer to Earth, it finally hits Earth in the middle of the ocean. It is so large, and it hits the water so hard that it causes huge giant waves to develop and head for land. As the ocean recedes from the shore, they know that something big is going to be coming and coming fast. This wave is taller than the twin towers. You can run, but you cannot hide.

	 

	3rd Trumpet – Blazing Comet – 1/3rd of Rivers and Fresh Water Bitter – Many die. 4th Trumpet – Solar Smiting – 1/3rd of Sun, moon and stars struck – 1/3rd day and night without light.

	 

	A lot of this is because you shake the planet. When you shake the planet, you trigger something called volcanoes. And that will completely darken the sky. Including one of the biggest volcanoes on the planet. You know where it’s at? America. Watch this:

	 

	BBC Reports: “Yellowstone Park in the US has many visitors every year. Not many of them are aware that underneath lies the biggest volcano known to mankind capable of reaching unimaginable destruction. It’s known as a super volcano. Like a normal volcano, a super volcano begins when a column of magma rises from deep within the earth, but with a super volcano, rather than breaking through the surface the magma forms a giant reservoir of molten rock and stays under the ground and builds up enormous pressure for thousands of years. The magma chamber beneath Yellowstone is a thousand kilometers long by thirty kilometers wide and ten kilometers deep. It is the biggest known to mankind. Its eruptions are thousands of times more powerful than a normal volcano. If Yellowstone goes off again, it will be catastrophic for the US and eventually for the entire world.”

	 

	A family drives up in their car. They all get out and a young girl runs over to take a picture of a large geyser.

	 

	Daughter: “Dad, this is awesome. Do you think it’s going to go?”

	 

	Dad: “No.”

	 

	
Daughter: “Really?”

	 

	Dad: “It’s rumbling, that’s all. That’s what they do.”

	 

	[image: Image]Daughter: “Dad!”

	 

	Suddenly, while she is still filming, the geyser explodes, and the family runs to their car. As they are trying to pull away from the geyser, the earth starts to move, and he is unable to move the car. The earth has caused the car to turn over and then the car with everyone in it goes over the side of the mountain.

	 

	VOLCANO ALERT! US officials are concerned over super volcanic activity.

	 

	Newscaster: “We would like to assure the public that despite the recent break in the surface caused by the minor eruption today, that the chance of it leading to anything much larger such as a super eruption or volcanic are very slim indeed.”

	While he is speaking to the reporters, the car with the family in it comes flying off the mountain and lands a few yards from the restaurant where he is speaking. Everyone turns their heads to see what just happened when the mountain explodes.

	 

	Prof. Michael Rampino, New York University: “The climatic effects, globally, from the eruption will be produced by the cooling that goes up into the atmosphere. That will spread worldwide, and it will cause a cooling, it will probably knock out the growing season on a global basis.”

	 

	Another tourist is leaving Yellowstone, listening to his radio. Looking straight ahead, it is a beautiful day. But he looks in his rearview mirror and he sees this black cloud, rocks, pieces of trees, smoke, the cloud from the

	 

	
volcano is following him and it’s going faster than he is. He speeds up, but up ahead of him coming in the opposite direction an 18-wheeler is trying to stop and spins sideways. As the smoke overtakes the car, he can’t see where he is going and runs into the trailer of the truck. When he wakes up from his crash, there is devastation all around.”

	 

	MASSIVE ERUPTION: Officials blame Super Volcano

	 

	BBC Reports: “For 100 kilometers around ground zero from the volcano, everything has been incinerated. Officials fear that as many as a million people could be dead. Scientists are warning of a volcanic winter.”

	 

	And you’ve still got a way to go.

	 

	5th Trumpet – Satan Releases Demon Horde of Locusts – People with the Mark tortured 5 months. All day and all night. The sound of their wings says it’s so horrible that the people want to die. They try to kill themselves, but God holds death back. 6th Trumpet – Four Angels loosed from Euphrates – 1/3rd mankind killed.

	 

	
		Chapter 10-11 – Interlude 2 – Sweet Bitter Book – Two witnesses – Seventh Trumpet. It’s sweet because Jesus is coming back. But it’s bitter because of the carnage, because of the rebellion of mankind against God. They didn’t have to be, but they put themselves there under the wrath of God. It’s sad and then the two witnesses and then the 7th Trumpet that will unlock the seven bowls.



	 

	
		Chapter 12-13 – Seven Great Performers of the Great Tribulation. Those seven are the woman – Israel, The red Dragon – Satan, the Child – Jesus Christ, The Protector – Michael the Archangel, The Remnant – Israel, The Beast Out of the Sea – Antichrist, The Beast Out of the Earth – False Prophet.

		Chapter 14 – Looking to the End of the Great Tribulation. The Picture of the Lamb with the 144,000, you have the picture of the Three



	 

	
Angels – 1st Angel – Pronounce Everlasting Gospel, this is towards the end. This is God’s last time to send the angel across the whole planet to declare the gospel, “You better get saved, you better get saved, you better get saved.” Most of them are going to die like flies. But at least you won’t go to hell forever. God’s mercy is still mixed within His judgment and that’s what happens here. 2nd Angel – Pronounce Judgment on Babylon. 3rd Angel – Pronounce Judgment on Receivers of the Mark. You are doomed. You take that mark, you made the choice. You didn’t fall asleep on the couch and they got you, you made the choice to worship the antichrist instead of Jesus Christ.

	 

	
		Preview of Armageddon – Angel Harvest of the Righteous. He sends Angels, after the Battle of Armageddon, to scoop up the righteous. The Righteous are the 1/3 Jewish Remnant and any Gentile who got saved but wasn’t slaughtered. Those angels go throughout the whole earth and bring them to enter into the Millennial Kingdom. Another set of Angels go out at the same time and they Harvest the Unrighteous – scoop them up and throw them right into hell. And at the Battle of Armageddon the Blood as High as Horses Bridles (4 feet deep) for 1,600 Stadia (200 Miles). It’s a blood bath.

		Chapter 15 – Preparing for the Final Judgment of the Great Tribulation. The vision of Seven Angels with the Seven Plagues. The Song of the Seven Angels with the Seven Plagues. The Dress of the Seven Angels with the Seven Plagues.

		Chapter 16 – Bowl Judgments – 1st bowl – Ugly Painful Sores on Receivers of the Mark. 2nd Bowl – All the Sea Turns to Blood – All Sea Creatures die. If you didn’t want my Son’s blood to save you, I’m going to give you some blood. 3rd Bowl – All the Rivers and Fresh Water turn to blood. There is no fresh water left on the planet. 4th Bowl – Sun Scorches People with Fire – People Curse God. It looks something like this:



	 

	This video shows thousands of people standing in the street. Cars are on fire, these people are looting, running around like they have nowhere to

	 

	
go. They are bumping into each other. Some are hugging each other, they know that this is the end. Soldiers are coming in with tanks, but it doesn’t seem to phase any of the people seemingly lost in the street. Some have set the buildings on fire. There is no hope. A man drives his truck up to the front of a building and rings the doorbell. A woman answers the door, sees who it is, and they hug. But not a happy hug. It was more like a last hug.

	They walk into the living room where they find their grandparents. They all stand in front of the window to watch what is coming. A ball of fire from a bomb is coming towards them. They all hold onto one another while the fire hits the building, and they all die in each other’s arms. The fire is so huge and so hot and it’s bigger than any of the waves. This fire burned the whole town completely to ashes. Not a single soul was left.

	 

	And they didn’t have to be there. If they had just got saved. God made a way out. You had been warned about this.

	 

	5th Bowl – Kingdom of the Antichrist plunged into darkness. (Of course he loses.) 6th Bowl – Euphrates dries up to prepare the way for the Kings of the East for Armageddon. Three Evil Frog-like Spirits Deceive the World for Armageddon. They try to take on God. It’s the dumbest thing you could ever do, to take on God. Why do they do it? Because satan knows it’s their last move, that they are going to get slaughtered. And he spreads that lie out of the mouth of satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet. 7th Bowl – Final Pronouncement – IT IS DONE! God’s not messing around, this is it. I’ve had it. The greatest of all Earthquakes takes place, a New Look for Jerusalem – Split in Three to prepare for the Millennial Kingdom. All cities on the whole planet collapse. And then there is a cup of Wrath for Babylon. And all islands and mountains are gone. In the first half they were just shaken, this time they are all gone. And then it created a massive hailstorm – 100 lbs. each. A hail stone the size of a football is about 2 lbs. These are 100 lbs. each.

	 

	When all the cities collapse it looks something like this:

	 

	
This clip shows a man trying to save his family from the disaster that is coming. He has put them all in the car and they are trying to get to the airport. If they can only get to the airport they will be able to fly to safety. But as the ground keeps shaking and the buildings are all falling to the ground, he finds it hard to get through the city. The freeway is completely backed up. So, he takes the side streets. He just barely makes it through to the airport. But as soon as they do get to the airport, the ground starts cracking and they run to get on the plane and when it manages to take off the ground is gone under the plane. They just barely made it. Now they have to fly to safety. When they look back the city is completely gone.

	The earthquake has caused part of the city to fall off into the ocean and the rest of the city is destroyed. And this is what is going to happen at the end of the Tribulation.

	
		Chapter 17-18 – Babylon is judged. The Fall of Religious Babylon – Chapter 17 is the fall of the one religious harlot. And then the fall of Commercial Babylon – Chapter 18.

		Chapter 19 – The 2nd Coming of Jesus Christ – Battle of Armageddon. We have four Hallelujahs; we have a Blessed Invitation to Bride’s Marriage Supper. The Return of Christ. And then the Battle of Armageddon. And again, the Antichrist and False Prophet go into the Lake of Fire.



	 

	Now stop right there. Why did God give us so much detail about the 7-year Tribulation? We have been given so much detail. How horrific, with the seals, the trumpets, the bowls – why did He give us so much gory detail? Well, number one, He’s being honest. It’s going to be gory.

	And it should be scary. But he tells us that, not because we are going to be there, we’re going to be in Heaven, and we come back with him at the end. But it’s so that you and I can share the gory, scary information with people who are in danger of being there. This is His heart of compassion; it’s not a joke. You would think that if this were really something coming to the planet, and if God were a God of love, He would have been telling people for 2,000 years, and He would want to make no bones about it. You do not want to be here. Because He is going to pour out His wrath on the

	 

	
wickedness, and no evil is going to get away with it. Satan is not going to win. The Antichrist and the False Prophet are losers. All these megalomaniacs trying to take over the world, all the global tyranny, all the people mocking and blaspheming. Oh, judgment day is coming. But God’s Mercy gives you a way out – the Cross. And then the birds are going to feast on the dead.

	 

	
		Chapter 20 – The Millennial Kingdom. The planet has been renovated, to the Garden of Eden like condition, we are going to have peace with nature. No more wild animals. It’s also great because for 1,000 years satan is going to be bound. No spiritual warfare going on at that time. The Saints are going to reign. We are going to rule and reign with Jesus Christ in Jerusalem. And then at the end, satan is loosed one last time, but of course, he loses, he is cast into the Lake of Fire. And then we have the Great White Throne Judgment, where all the people who have been stacking up in hell are going to be raised up by God and they go from the frying pan into the fire. They go from hell to the Lake of Fire, where the False Prophet and the Antichrist were thrown. Not a good place to be.



	 

	
		Chapter 21 – Entrance into the Eternal State. That is where we are given a New Heaven and a New Earth and a New Jerusalem and a New Relationship with God dwelling with Man. God will wipe away every tear from our eyes, there’s not going to be any more mourning, crying or death, for the old order is gone forever and ever. It’s never going to have to be dealt with. There will be no more sin, no more darkness. This is our eternal state. So shall it always be and nobody can take it away.

		Chapter 22 – The Grand Finale. You have a Final Blessing – No More Curse – River of Life – Tree of Life. We have the Final Promise of the Return of Christ. These words are true. You can take them to the bank. There is the Final Invitation and Warning. If you’re not saved, you better get saved now. It’s available to any and all. God saves wretches, that’s all He ever saves. Because that’s all we are. We have all fallen



	 

	
short of His Glory. He’s willing to save you, no matter what you have done. And of course, Final Promise and Prayer.

	 

	And that’s all you get from this Book from the Bible. Is that a thrill ride or what? This is amazing. Why would you not want to study this Book? It’s amazing, yet that’s what people are doing. So, there’s so much good news, so much to look forward to.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Two

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	We are seeing that this Book is all about Jesus Christ. It’s an unveiling of who He really is and what He is going to do very soon. It’s all about His sovereignty, His Lordship, He’s the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords. All about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading us into the state of eternity. Where there will be no more death or dying, crying or mourning, pain or devil or demons.

	Because all the older things have all passed away. The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ is what this book is all about. But again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of Great News, right? So, we’re going to continue that amazing journey, Amen?

	 

	Revelation 1:1-3: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw – that is the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”

	 

	Sounds like that’s kind of important, and that’s because it is. But, as we have seen revealed in our Introduction, why people get it horribly wrong.

	 

	
The first reason why people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is their attitude. Many people, including so-called Christians, Churches, pastors, and Sunday School teachers, have come up with all kinds of lame excuses and horrible reasons as to why we should never study this book. Yet, we’re supposed to study all the Bible, the whole counsel of God. The second reason people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is their approach to it. As if the attitude isn’t bad enough. When some in the Church try to study the Book, their approach is all wrong. The reasons are that their first approach is Allegorical Interpretation. They say these events or places are not meant to be taken literally but need to look out for the secret “Spiritual meaning.” The second approach to the Book of Revelation is Historical Interpretation. This view sees the events of Revelation as the events that would occur throughout Church history in the past. The third approach to the Book of Revelation is Preterist Interpretation. The preterist interpretation holds that the events of the Book of Revelation occurred at the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. Excuse me? These events are obviously worldwide events that have yet to occur. The fourth approach to the Book of Revelation is Futurist Interpretation. Now, this is what you and I believe, because it’s the same logical, commonsense, literal, historical, grammatical approach we have to the Bible. Why would this Book be interpreted any differently? It’s not!

	 

	The third reason why people get The Book of Revelation wrong is Their Apprehension towards the Book. In other words, they think they can’t understand it. It’ll never make sense. Which, again, is an unfortunate byproduct of the different approaches. Then they say it’s all doom and gloom, which stems from a bad attitude. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see that it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books of all the Bible, and it’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but, for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future. Therefore, let’s continue that journey by tearing into this book, verse by verse.

	 

	
Revelation 1:1: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	Greek: [A] Revelation concerning Jesus Christ which The God empowered Him [with], to explain to His slaves things, of necessity, [which] must [with absoluteness] take place, with rapid swiftness, and are [to be] shown [by a sign], granted [as a commission] through [the agency] of His angel, to His slave John. Revelation - “apokalupsis” Greek (apo) – to remove (kalupsis) – that which is concealed. Literally – to remove that which is hidden or concealed, to strip away, to expose or uncover. So right off the bat we have the purpose statement of this amazing book. It is a Revelation. But the question is - A Revelation of What? What is it that we will be uncovering here? What hidden thing is going to be revealed?

	 

	Concerning Jesus Christ – The emphasis is not just of Jesus Christ; the primary focus is Jesus Christ! He is the object of what this book is all about! The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you. It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed. So, what’s the concealment? As we’re going to see, it’s the fact of His amazing sovereignty, His incredible wrath against sin and rebellion, His coming again in a blaze of Glory and His ruling and reigning over the planet with an iron fist. And that happens at His Second Coming, which most people get totally wrong as well.

	 

	Narrator: “How do most people imagine the return of Jesus? Do they imagine an arrival of Jesus on soft clouds? The Bible paints a very different picture of a thought inspiring and very terrifying return. ‘And then I saw the Heavens split open like gates and behold a white horse descended from the sky. The one riding on the horse was called Faithful and True, He was the Warrior of Justice, the Finisher. His eyes were like flames of fire and He was wearing a robe dipped in blood. His name was called the Word of God. He rode towards the beast with the intent to kill. Out of His mouth was a sword, extended to strike down all the evil nations. He rode with the fury of God Almighty, like the wind, he galloped, and I could see the writing carved into His thigh. King of Kings and Lord

	 

	
of Lords. I watched as the beast rose up against the white rider. He gathered up the evil armies of the earth and ran towards Him. The Mighty Horseman and the beast clashed. With decisive justice the Hero of History cast the beast into the Lake of Fire, never to be seen again. The Lamb of God, Savior of the world, had defeated evil once and for all.’ This is the Jesus of Revelation 19. He comes not as a meek savior, but as a victorious warrior. His return is not a peaceful arrival on a cloud, but a moment of cosmic power and final justice. Are you ready to meet Him when He comes again? We don’t serve a weak and passive God.”

	 

	Yet, most of the Church has turned Him into a weak and passive God. Because they are still looking at His humiliation on the Cross, not as our Risen Lord and Master of the Universe, who’s coming back. That’s the problem. And that’s what God really wants us to know.

	 

	“The first time our Lord came into this world, He came in the veil of our flesh. His deity was covered over with His manhood. His godhood was hidden by His humanity. Once in a while His deity did shine through, as on the Mount of Transfiguration or as in His miraculous works.

	 

	But most of the time, the glory, the majesty, the deity, the wonder, and the marvel of the Son of God, the second person of the Holy Trinity, was veiled. These attributes were covered over in flesh.

	He was born in a stable. He grew up in poverty.

	He knew what it was to hunger and to thirst. He was buffeted and beaten and bruised.

	He was crucified and raised up as a felon before the scoffing gaze of the whole earth.

	The last time this world saw Jesus was when it saw Him hanging in shame, misery, and anguish upon the cross.

	He later appeared to a few of His believing disciples.

	 

	But the last time this unbelieving world ever saw Jesus was when it saw Him die as an accused criminal, crucified on a Roman cross.

	 

	
That was a part of the plan of God, a part of the immeasurable, limitless grace and love of our Lord. ‘By His stripes we are healed.’

	 

	But is that all the world is ever to see of our Savior, dying in shame on a cross? No.

	 

	It is also a part of the plan of God that someday this unbelieving, this blasphemous, this godless world shall see the Son of God in His full character, in glory, in majesty, in the full-orbed wonder and marvel of His godhead.

	 

	Then all men shall look upon Him as He really is.

	They shall see Him holding in His hands the title deed to the universe.

	 

	Holding in His hands the authority of all creation in the universe above us, in the universe around us, and in the universe beneath us; holding this world and its destiny in His pierced and loving hands.”

	 

	[image: Image]Now, that’s what you get from this Book. You’ve got the wrong Jesus, and I’ll just tell you this: the Jesus that most so-called professing Christians worship is an idol. Because it is a god

	of their own making, it is not the real Jesus. It’s not the real Jesus that you will ever get from the Word of God, the risen Savior who is coming back. And for most of the American Church, these statements I just read concerning Jesus are a shock to our system because they have been conditioned to think of God as our Buddy. Not the King of Kings and Lord of Lords and the Master of the Universe, but my homeboy. You can go out there right now and buy this T-shirt, right here. Jesus is my Homeboy. And notice he

	has two glasses of wine. Because it’s perfectly fine. I want to slap my mouth and brush my teeth for saying that. They are selling those shirts, but that’s not all. Jesus is not only my buddy, but He’s a Rock Star. He’s a really cool guy. Cool religious guy. He’s not just my Homeboy; He’s my

	 

	
[image: A person holding a guitar  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]lawn boy. This is not only blasphemous but also ludicrous. When the rubber meets the

	road, I want to be able to turn to a real God, not just a buddy. I don’t want to worship a God who’s no bigger than me! Or someone just like me! I don’t need a buddy, I

	need God. And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation feeds this

	[image: Image]misconception about Jesus. We tend to think of Him only as the meek and mild Lamb. But that’s only half the picture. And this is precisely why the other side of Jesus needs to be unveiled.

	 

	We tend to think of Jesus as He was in His 1st Coming. The first coming, He was a Sacrificial Lamb for our sins. He was beaten and crucified horribly for our sins. But His 2nd Coming, which is revealed in this Book, He isn’t

	taking the beatings. He’s the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He’s dishing them out with His wrath. And you get a taste of it here.

	 

	Revelation 19:11-21: “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on His head are

	 

	
many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but He Himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His Name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following Him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On His robe and on His thigh, He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, Come, gather together for the great supper of God, so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great. Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth, and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and His army. But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.”

	 

	Now that is intense!! Jesus Christ is coming back as a what? A mighty warrior is coming back to the planet, not a namby-pamby religious buddy. This is the “other side” of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today

	 

	Our blessed Lord Jesus Christ appears in seven chief images in the Book of Revelation.

	 

	He is the risen glorified Son of God among the Churches.

	He is the Lamb in heaven, publicly invested with authority to carry out the determined judgments on men.

	He comes to earth as the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the Christ. (Messiah)

	He is the judge on the great white throne.

	He is the Lamb upon the throne of God and of the Lamb.

	 

	
He is the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star.

	 

	In fact, in this book…

	 

	He is the faithful witness

	He is the firstborn from the dead

	He is the ruler over the kings of the earth He is the alpha and omega

	He is the beginning and the end

	He is the One who is and who was and who is to come He is the Almighty

	He is the first and last He is the Son of man

	He is He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks amidst the seven golden lampstands

	He has the sharp two-edged sword He is Son of God

	He has eyes like a flame of fire and feet like fine brass. He has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars

	He is holy He is true

	He has the key of David He is the amen

	The faithful and true witness

	The beginning of the creation of God The lion of the tribe of Judah

	The Lord Holy and True The Lord God almighty The King of the saints And the Word of God.

	All of that is in this book. Jesus is the center of the book

	He is the circumference of the book.

	He is the beginning and the end.

	 

	
He is the top and the bottom. He’s the inside and the outside. He is the over and the under.

	 

	The heavens are opened in this book, and you are going to see a vision of Jesus Christ, not in humility, not in human form.

	 

	You are going to see a vision of Jesus Christ in His sovereign majesty and eternal glory, and it will flash before your eyes over a prolonged period of time as it did for a split second in the vision of Stephen.

	 

	Always seen in majestic glory, never in humiliation.

	 

	The nature of the Book of Revelation is an unveiling, an uncovering of things heretofore not known, details of the end of the universe and the coming of the All-powerful All-glorious Christ.”

	 

	Again, that is intense! And because so-called Christians, pastors, and Churches don’t want to study Bible Prophecy, the identity of the real Jesus is still being concealed from the Church today! So, what are the results of modern-day concealment? The American Church has become casual toward God! We see this in the Church today in 4 different areas.

	1st - We’re casual about attendance. Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And one day every knee shall bow, and tongue confess His Lordship. One day He’s Coming in a blaze of Glory. He will reign over the entire earth with an iron fist. He is God Himself in human form. “But I’ll attend services that honor and glorify Him after the playoffs, when I finish raking my leaves, as soon as the rain stops, after I enjoy this sunny day.” And on and on it goes. So, before you scoff at those who call Jesus their homeboy, isn’t this kind of casual behavior saying the same thing?

	 

	2nd - we’re Casual about Service- Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And one day every knee shall bow, and tongue confess His Lordship. One day He’s Coming in a blaze of Glory. He will reign

	 

	
over the entire earth with an iron fist. He is God Himself in human form. But “I’ll spend time serving, doing things that honor and glorify Him, after I mow my yard, when I’m through washing my car, as soon as little league is over, after I finish taking care of my house, as soon as work slows down.” And on and on and on and on.      So, before you scoff at those who call Jesus their homeboy. Isn’t this kind of casual behavior saying the same thing?

	 

	3rd - We’re Casual about Music. Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And one day every knee shall bow, and tongue confess His Lordship. One day, He’s Coming in a Blaze of Glory. He will reign over the entire earth with an iron fist. He is God Himself in human form. But “I’ll sing songs in services that honor and glorify Him, after I make it big on the Christian scene, when I develop a big fan base, then I’ll start mentioning Jesus.” Contemporary music singing about who? You don’t even mention Jesus. Or you go to the other end of the spectrum. “I’ll sing along just as soon as the Church plays the style of music I like to hear.

	Hello! It’s not about you! The object of our worship is to be Jesus Christ! And you see that throughout the Book of Revelation. This is a taste of Biblical Worship!

	Revelation 19:1-7: “After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are His judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants. And again, they shouted: Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever. The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, Who was seated on the throne. And they cried: Amen, Hallelujah! Then a voice came from the throne, saying: Praise our God, all you His servants, you who fear Him, both small and great! Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory!”

	 

	
Key words there – Give Him Glory! Not you! Why? Because Jesus Christ is coming back, He is God in the flesh, He is the object of worship! Not one style over another – not you! The point is, whatever the style, you are to sing from your heart to Jesus Christ! He alone is worthy of worship. So, before you scoff at those who call Jesus their homeboy, isn’t mentioning the name of Jesus saying the same thing? Isn’t going through the motions saying the same thing? Standing there with nothing coming out of your mouth, staring at the ceiling or something else, or wanting to hear what you want. Isn’t that all the same thing?

	 

	4th - We’re Casual about Witnessing. Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And one day every knee shall bow, and tongue confess His Lordship. One day, He’s Coming in a blaze of Glory, and He will reign over the entire earth with an iron fist. He is God Himself in human form. He will utterly destroy the wicked and cast any unsaved person straight into hell! But “I’ll honor and glorify Him by witnessing about Him after I watch Jeopardy, when I finish the latest Best-Selling book, as soon as someone asks me first about Jesus, after I learn everything about the Bible, whenever I get around to it.” And on and on and on and on. So, before you scoff at those who call Jesus their homeboy, isn’t this kind of casual behavior towards sharing the Gospel saying the same thing? Are you ashamed of Jesus? Don’t you care that Jesus died for you? Don’t you care that unless the lost receive His blood, they will perish forever in hell?

	 

	I don’t know about you, but it sounds like the American Church needs a big fat wakeup call! To me, it sounds like we’re way too casual in our walk with Christ. We have humanized God and deified man! How in the world could you call Him your homeboy? That’s sick! We have fashioned God in our own comfortable image, which is called idolatry. If only we had an antidote for this ill behavior. If only we could expose this rotten vision of Jesus. Well, guess what? We can, and we do! It’s called the Book of Revelation. The unveiling of the real Jesus Christ. This is what the Church needs to hear and see! Jesus Christ is God Almighty in human form. He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. And one day

	 

	
every knee shall bow, and tongue confess His Lordship - Including satan and his demons.

	 

	And if we were ever allowed to see the real Jesus, which is what this Book is all about, it would radically change us. I didn’t say that God did!

	 

	2 Peter 3:10-12: “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.”

	 

	That’s what Jesus is going to do. That’s the real risen Savior coming back to this planet. That’s a far cry from “Jesus is my homeboy.” It is high time we get back to the Revelation of who Jesus really is in His fullness. Again, that’s the purpose of this Book.

	 

	“The Apocalypse reveals a great many divine truths. It warns the Church of the danger of sin and instructs it about the need for holiness. It reveals the strength Christ and believers have to overcome Satan.

	It reveals the glory and majesty of God and depicts the reverent worship that constantly attends His throne.

	 

	The book of Revelation reveals the end of human history, including the final political setup of the world, the career of Antichrist, and the climactic Battle of Armageddon.

	 

	It reveals the coming glory of Christ’s earthly reign during the millennial kingdom, the Great White Throne judgment, and depicts the eternal bliss of the new heaven and the new earth.

	 

	
It reveals the ultimate victory of Jesus Christ over all human and demonic opposition.

	 

	The book of Revelation describes the ultimate defeat of Satan and sin, and the final state of the wicked (eternal torment in hell) and the righteous (eternal joy in heaven).

	 

	In short, it is a front-page story of the future of the world written by someone who has seen it all.

	 

	But supremely, overarching all those features, the book of Revelation reveals the majesty and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	It describes in great detail the events associated with His second coming, revealing His glory that will one day blaze forth as strikingly and unmistakably as lightning flashing in a darkened sky.”

	 

	And now we see just how important this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. He demonstrates the Gravity, the Seriousness, the Urgency, and the importance of this unveiling by whom He gives the message to, which God gave to Him. First of all - who’s Him? It’s Jesus! This message, this unveiling, is so important that God gives it to Jesus to give to us. And that’s exactly what the word “gave” implies.

	 

	Gave – Greek “didomi” means “to grant or permit one, to commission, to cause to come forth, to appoint to an office, to supply, to furnish necessary things.” Notice it’s not a casual “here you go.” God empowered, He trusted, He handed over, He appointed this absolutely necessary message to Jesus to reveal to His servants.

	 

	How many of you are thankful for your salvation? How many of you would say it is important? Keep in mind that God entrusted Jesus to go to the cross for our salvation. Now we have Jesus being entrusted by God the Father again. This time with the message in this Book, therefore, how important do you think it is? Remember, this message, this unveiling,

	 

	
is given to the Church. And so much so does God want us to get it, that He entrusts it to none other, His very own Son! Do you get it? And that’s exactly what we see in the next phrase.

	 

	To show His servants. Notice it wasn’t to show the world. It wasn’t to show those nasty, wicked people. It was to show His servants, the Church.

	 

	Show – Greek “deiknuo” means - “To show, to expose to the eyes, to give evidence or proof of a thing, to teach.” Again, notice it’s not just to “show,” but to expose, to teach, to give evidence, to prove. It’s almost as if God knew what He was going to show us, was going to seem unbelievable, was going to be a shock to our system, was going to be tempting to disbelieve, or write it off as fantasy. So, He gives it to His Son to show, expose, teach, give evidence, prove, and make sure we get it.

	That is important.

	 

	So, what shocking thing would God want us to know? The full picture of Jesus Christ, the full plan God has for mankind’s history, is that God is going to set up a Kingdom that will never be destroyed, that He will put an end to evil and suffering, and that He will put an end to all earthly kingdoms. And that the devil, his demons, and all the wicked will be cast into the Lake of Fire. So then why would God go through all this trouble to get us this Message?

	 

	1st to Encourage Us.

	 

	1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According to the Lord’s own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still

	 

	
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so, we will be with the Lord forever.

	Therefore encourage each other with these words.” 2nd to Equip Us (to know what’s coming)

	1 Thessalonians 5:1-4: “Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, Peace and safety, destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief.”

	 

	3rd to Edify Us (to get us to live Holy lives)

	 

	1 Thessalonians 5:5-8: “You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.”

	 

	4th to Encourage Us Again

	1 Thessalonians 5:9-11: “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”

	 

	With what? Bible Prophecy! This prophetic message concerning Jesus Christ, He’s coming back, He’s setting all things straight, and we, His Church, will be right there with Him! It’s a double encouragement to the Church! How ironic it is that people fear this Book. When it is meant to be a source of double encouragement. Do any of you need

	 

	
encouragement in your walk with Jesus Christ? Then read the Book of Revelation. I didn’t say that God did!

	 

	So, why then would people fear this Book? Not only because of their bad attitude, bad approach, bad apprehension, but because of also their bad behavior. They’re afraid of their dark behavior being exposed by the light of the Real Risen Jesus! Yes, we are the sons of the Light of Day, but much of the American Church is living in darkness. This Book will unveil not only who Jesus is, it will also unveil who you professing Christian, really serve.

	 

	Servants – Greek “doulois” – means – “a slave, a bondman, one in servile condition.” Metaphorically – “One who gives himself up to another’s will, or one who is devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests.”

	 

	“Doulois (bond-servants) literally means “slaves.” The doulos (bond-servant), however, was a special type of slave-one who served out of love and devotion to his master.

	Exodus 21:5-6 describes such slaves: “But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife and my children; I will not go out as a free man; then his master shall bring him to God, then he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him permanently.”

	 

	This is why unbelievers find the book of Revelation incomprehensible; it was not intended for them. It was given by the Father to the Son to show to those who willingly serve Him. Those who refuse to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord cannot expect to comprehend this book.

	 

	The unbelieving skeptic finds in the book of Revelation nothing but chaos and confusion. But to the loving, willing bondservants of Jesus Christ, this book is the understandable unveiling of prophetic truth about the future of the world.”

	 

	
So that’s the question we need to ask ourselves. Whose slave are you? If you are a slave of Christ, you get this Book. If you are a slave of this world, you don’t want, nor do you get this Book. And if you look at what most of the American Church really is serving, it shows it’s not the Real Jesus Christ and it’s a rotten witness for Christ.

	 

	Narrator: “I’m absolutely convinced that the Christian hypocrite is the absolute worse type of hypocrite. And in this video, I’m going to tell you why. I can completely sympathize with the atheists, the skeptic, the unbeliever when they say that the Church is filled with hypocrisy. There are so many Christian hypocrites out there claiming to want to live one way but living in a different way. And one of the reasons why people don’t want to consider Christianity and one of the main reasons that people leave the Church is because of the hypocrisy they see around them. Why would anyone want anything to do with Christianity if that’s what it means to be a Christian. And then there are filthy rich pastors who are taking money from their congregation to fund their lavish lifestyles and telling them that when they are donating money, they are giving it to God and God will bless them financially. As I said, if this is what people see when they see Christianity, why would they want anything to do with that. When you see that you would have to be completely devoid of a conscience to not be indignant and to not be angry about this. I’m incredibly angry about this, it infuriates me.

	 

	It’s really interesting how Jesus dealt with hypocrites. If we read the gospels, we see that religious hypocrites in particular are the people that Jesus went after the hardest. And in particular the religious leaders. We see what Jesus said about them, that they honor God with their lips, but their hearts are not for Him. And He also said that they are good at seeing the little sin in others, the speck in our neighbor’s eye, but they don’t see the plank, the giant sin in their own lives. He also said that they are white-washed tombs because they are supposed to be leading people to the path of life, but really, they are leading people down the road of destruction.

	 

	As Christians we should be the first to hold these types of people accountable for their hypocrisy. Now there are hypocrites in all groups of

	 

	
people. The reason that I am absolutely convinced that Christian hypocrisy is the worst kind of hypocrisy is because of this. Think about it. In order to actually be a hypocrite you have to have a moral standard that you violate. And the Christian has a well-defined moral standard, which is God’s Commandments and God’s very character Himself. In the world, the people out there, they are not claiming to hold to a certain standard of morals like the Christian is. So, when the Christian violates them purposefully, the hypocrisy stands out so much.

	 

	And there are so many Christians out there that are hypocritical, they are claiming to live one way, and they are living a completely different way. And it’s shameful and I can understand why people wouldn’t want anything to do with Christianity. To the Christian out there, I ask the question, are you living a genuine Christian life or are you living a hypocritical life? And you are playing games with God. Because if you can’t even fool all those people who are out there looking at you, you certainly aren’t going to be able to fool the God who sees all things. We are called to be the Lord’s servants to call people to Christ. Don’t give people an excuse, when they look at your life, to say ‘look, there’s another Christian hypocrite.’

	 

	Amen to that! But how many of these Christian hypocrites are like that because Jesus is their homeboy? The Book of Revelation will never allow that! The Church, by and large, is serving a false god. They are serving somebody other than God! Instead of piercing our ears to the Doorpost of God, we’ve pierced our hearts to the devil’s playground. And then we have the audacity to blame God?

	 

	Once again, the question is, “Whose slave are you?” Your life, not your lips, tells the story, and how you treat this book! If you run from this Book, could it be that you’re serving something else? You don’t want it unveiled by the unveiling!!! This is serious stuff, in the Church! And this message to the Church is urgent. What must soon take place.

	 

	Soon – Greek “tachos” means – “quickness or speed.” It conveys the idea of “compression.” Once it begins, it will happen rapidly. Doesn’t

	 

	
mean it will happen “soon,” after John wrote the Book. Literally, it means – “with rapid swiftness.” So, what will happen with rapid swiftness? The 7-year Tribulation, the judgments to come. And when it happens, it will be God’s Wrath poured out swiftly, suddenly, non-stop.

	 

	God will allow satan to have a heyday. It will be hell on earth.

	Demons will be unleashed from the very pit of hell. The impression is that when they come, it will be rapid fire, boom, boom, boom. It’s like the first two bombers fly overhead to strike an area boom, boom. But that’s just the beginning. Soon, 300 bombers are right behind them, and when they drop, Boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, boom, non-stop, non-stop, non-stop. No wonder Jesus said…

	 

	Matthew 24:22: “If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.”

	 

	So, the side note question is: “If this is what God does to the ungodly,” What do you think He thinks about, when His Church lives like the ungodly? But once these events begin, it’s “tachos.” They will happen fast and suddenly. They will tumble like dominoes - one after the other.

	Day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year, and there is nothing that will stop it! Greek tense – will take place absolutely and with necessity.

	In the past, we see how God relented His Judgment. For instance, Moses prays for Israel. But not here! No prayer will make a hill of beans difference. The Judgement of God is coming. People may say there is no God. People may live as if there is no God. People may assume that God would never judge them. But one day, in a rapid succession, God will have the last word. BANG, BANG, BANG, BANG, BANG! And His judgment will fall. And no one outside of His merciful provision in Christ will escape! How many of you would say this is a serious warning? No wonder God entrusted it to His Son! So, where does it go from Jesus? Next phrase, He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.

	 

	
Made it known – Greek “semaino” means – “to signify, to indicate or communicate.” So here we have yet another indication of how important this message is. Jesus then passes the torch of this message to one of God’s messengers.

	 

	Angel – Greek – “aggelos” means – “Messenger.” So, who’s the

	angel?

	 

	“The possible name of the angel who spoke to John is commonly held to be that of Gabriel. The reason why is because the role of the archangel Gabriel seems to be that of a messenger of God.

	 

	His very name means God is great. Every time we see Gabriel appear in the Scripture, we see that He is carrying a message from God.”

	 

	He appeared to Daniel, in Daniel 8:16 and he declared to Daniel the meaning of the vision that he had.

	 

	Gabriel also appeared to Zacharias and later to the virgin Mary in Luke chapter 1 and declared the good news that she would bear the Messiah Jesus.

	Furthermore, all the appearances of Gabriel see him declaring the news about the coming of the Messiah.

	 

	Therefore, it would not be a big stretch to say that this angel who appeared to John and gave him this message (the Book of Revelation) could be none other than the archangel Gabriel.

	 

	For this angel speaking to John is one that declares another message about the coming of the Messiah albeit the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	So, where does the message go after Gabriel? To His servant John. Think about this, this is an important job, sent by an important angel, with an important mission, to John with an important message for you and me.

	 

	
And I think the context clearly tells us that…

	 

	How many would say that a message from the very Throne of God? That was given to the very Son of God. That was then given to an actual angel of God. That was then given to a top disciple of God.

	Declaring that the whole world is going to be decimated by God because of their wickedness and rejection of God and Jesus Christ. And that this judgment begins with the House of God. It might just be something we need to pay attention to.

	 

	Again, this is what we see God doing, right out of the gates with this book! He most certainly knew this was going to happen to His Church. In these last days, “Jesus is my homeboy” is a blasphemous, denigrating attitude. So, out of love, He gave us the unveiling. The Book of Revelation, for a time such as this! And it’s important! God went through a series of steps to explain End Time Events that we need to hear, to equip, to edify, to doubly encourage His Church, you and me, His slaves. And it is so important that God gave this message to His Son, who in turn will give it to an angel, who in turn will give it to John, who in turn gives it to you and me. Do you get it?

	 

	The Bible is important in its entirety, but this book is over-the-top!

	And so, since God went through all this, shouldn’t we read and heed the words of this Book? Again, this tells us how bad God wants us to get this full picture of Jesus. We need it desperately! Why? So that we, His Church has a full commitment to serve Him and not get caught up serving the Antichrist Kingdom. So, the question is, will you heed this unveiling, the Book of Revelation? Or will you continue to yield yourself as a slave of the devil?

	 

	John Bunyan said, “This Book (the Bible) will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this Book.”

	 

	I would add that today in our times, the Book of Revelation will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Book of Revelation. And it’s so important and urgent that what we’re going to see in the next verse,

	 

	
John verifies it as the actual Word of God. And then, as if that wasn’t enough, we’re told there’s not a one or a two, but a threefold blessing attached to it. It’s like God is trying to get it through our heads. Would you please read this book! In fact, we will see it’s God’s commercial to the world and His Church, which is soon to take place over the whole planet.

	 

	THE BOOK OF REVELATION COMMERCIAL

	 

	An old man, John, is walking across a deserted seashore and he speaks: “I was alone on the island, tortured, famished, broken, I was dying. Then I fell asleep, and I saw everything.”

	 

	In his dream, he saw lightning flashing across the sky. Jesus is riding in on

	[image: A group of tigers with their mouths open  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]a white horse, wearing a crown, eyes flashing with fire. From another direction, the dragon comes to have the final battle. Then he saw the White Throne sitting in the clouds with a radiant light shining down on it. There is a lamb standing on the mountain looking down upon the White Throne. Jesus on the white horse is charging towards the black horse, with the rider all dressed in black. Suddenly, a woman is screaming. She seems to be in

	[image: A number of fire on a black background  AI-generated content may be incorrect.]labor. While people are standing, looking up, the dragon is flying down to them. Coming up out of the sea, a monster with several heads also approaches the people, but now the people are screaming in pain and agony as the bowls of God’s

	wrath are being poured onto them. The two witnesses are also there to shoot fire from their mouths. Demons resembling locusts are flying around to join the battle between Jesus and satan. The Saints are all

	 

	
praising God as they were taken away in the Rapture. Here in Heaven, they have no pain, suffering, or death, only peace. Just as Jesus had promised. The next scene is of the antichrist ruling the people who chose to be left behind and not leave in the Rapture. They are in line to receive the Mark of the Beast, “666.”

	 

	John: “I saw the war, I saw Him return, and I saw the end at His coming. Prepare, He is coming soon.”

	 

	And we’ll continue that verse-by-verse journey in the next chapter.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Three

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:2-3a

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As we continue our study of the Book of Revelation, we are seeing that this book is all about Jesus Christ. You know the one we say we love and are so thankful for all He’s done. I mean, why wouldn’t you want to learn about that? It’s an unveiling of who He really is, and what He is going to do very soon. It’s all about His Sovereignty, His Lordship, He’s the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords. This book is all about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, the devil, or demons! The older order of things will have passed away. Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ!

	Again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this Book? It’s full of great news, right?

	 

	Revelation 1:1-3: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to this servant John who testifies to everything he saw – that is the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”

	 

	
Sounds like that’s kind of important, and that’s because it is! Not to mention a great blessing! How many of you want to be blessed in your walk with God? Then read this Book! But as we saw before, people don’t, or they get it horribly wrong! In our Introduction to the Book of Revelation, we revealed why this happens.

	 

	The 1st reason people get The Book of Revelation totally wrong is their attitude towards it. And again, it’s a bad one. Many people, even Christians, so-called Churches, pastors, Sunday School teachers, you name it, have come up with all kinds of lame excuses and horrible reasons as to why we should never study this Book. Yet, we’re supposed to study all the Bible, the whole counsel of God. God put it in here for a reason, just like any other Book of the Bible. And it’s a fantastic reason, as we’re going to see.

	 

	The 2nd reason why people get The Book of Revelation totally wrong is their approach towards the Book. As if the attitude isn’t bad enough. We also have some in the Church who will actually try to make an attempt to study the Book of Revelation, but their approach is all wrong, totally wrong, horribly wrong. The 1st approach to the Book of Revelation is Allegorical Interpretation. They say these events or places are not meant to be taken literally, but to look for the secret “spiritual meaning.” The 2nd approach to the Book of Revelation is Historical Interpretation. Historical Interpretation: The view sees the events of Revelation as those that would occur throughout Church history. The 3rd approach to the Book of Revelation is Preterist Interpretation. Preterist Interpretation: The preterist interpretation holds that the events of the Book of Revelation occurred at the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. The truth is that the events in the Book of Revelation are obviously worldwide and have yet to occur! The 4th approach to the Book of Revelation is Futurist Interpretation. Which is what you and I believe.

	Why? Because it’s the same logical, commonsense, literal, historical, grammatical approach we have to the Bible. Why would this Book be interpreted any differently? It’s not!

	 

	
The 3rd reason why people get The Book of Revelation wrong is their Apprehension towards the Book. In other words, they think they can’t understand it, and it’ll never make sense. Which, again, is an unfortunate byproduct of the different approaches. Then they say, “It’s all doom and gloom, bad for you.” Which is stemming from their bad attitude. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, WOW! You see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting Books of the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but, for us who are saved, we have an amazing, mind-blowing future.

	 

	Revelation 1:1: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	A Revelation concerning Jesus Christ. And right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing Book. It’s a Revelation. But the question is. A Revelation of what? What is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The real risen Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you; it’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, along with exposing His amazing sovereignty, His incredible wrath against sin and rebellion, His coming again in a blaze of glory, and His ruling and reigning over the entire planet with an iron fist.

	 

	This is what the American Church is concealing. How? By not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! But it also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made, by saying that God is our buddy, our homeboy, our lawn boy, our rock star. Not the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, not the Master of the Universe, and not the one who reigns over all creation, as Revelation says. And this lack of teaching of the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus! And it produces a rotten testimony, as you can see here!

	 

	
Reporter: “I’m here at the Third Baptist Church in Nowhere, Ohio, and asking congregants, why should anyone check out this Church?”

	 

	Different answers from the different congregants.

	 

	“I love the youth group. Every time we get together the new pastor buys pizza and all we do is play games. Hey, do you think Allison will notice how many chairs I’m carrying?”

	 

	“I don’t remember what the Sunday School lesson was about, but I know I was able to use the IG Frequency Colors so my friends will look amazing on Instagram.”

	 

	“I love serving the Lord, I wish the pastor would give me his sermon notes earlier than the sermon this morning, but we just roll with it.” (Laughter)

	 

	“I just love to worship here because it makes me feel so good. I especially like it when they come down to meet us. Hallelujah.”

	“Wait, is it on? Oh, okay, I love this Church because you never walk away feeling bad about yourself. Too many Churches talk about sin. Now where’s my hug?”

	Sound familiar? This is what you get when you don’t teach Revelation. Because the Book of Revelation will not allow this casual attitude toward Jesus, Papa God, Homeboy Jesus. People tend to only think of Jesus as He was in His 1st Coming. The first coming, He was a sacrificial Lamb for our sins. He was beaten and crucified horribly for our sins. But His 2nd Coming, as revealed in the Book of Revelation, He isn’t taking the beatings. He’s the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He’s dishing them out with His wrath. Jesus Christ is coming back as a mighty warrior, not as some namby-pamby religious buddy. This is the “other side” of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today.

	 

	And because so-called Christians, pastors, Churches, you name it, don’t want to study Bible prophecy, the identity of the real Jesus is still

	 

	
being concealed to the Church today. And the result of this modern-day concealment is just like that video – the American Church has become casual towards God.

	 

	
		We’re casual about attendance.

		We’re casual about music.

		We’re casual about witnessing.



	Jesus Christ is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and one day every knee shall bow, and tongue confess His Lordship. One day He’s coming in a blaze of glory. He will reign over the entire earth with an iron fist. He is God Himself in human form. “But I’ll attend services, I’ll serve Him, I’ll sing songs that glorify Him, I’ll witness about Him …

	
		Just as soon as I finish watching Jeopardy…

		Or read this latest Best-Selling book…

		Or clean my dogs’ toenails …

		Or wash the car …

		Retire from work …

		Whenever I get around to it…

		And on and on and on and on…



	 

	And the Book of Revelation is the antidote to this ill behavior. Which is why God tells us just how important this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. It’s a message from the very throne of God. That was given to the very Son of God. That was then given to an actual Angel of God. That was then given to a top disciple of God, declaring to the whole world that they’re about to be decimated by God because of their wickedness and rebellion towards God. That this judgment begins with the House of God, which is why we need to pay attention to it. Again, this is what we see God doing. Right out of the gates with this Book, He most certainly knew this was going to happen to His Church in the Last Days, and this attitude of Jesus is my homeboy blasphemous denigrated attitude. So, out of love, He gave us the unveiling, the Book of Revelation, for such a time as this. It is important!

	 

	
All of the Bible is important. But this Book is over the top! Even to the point where God says, “On top of all that, I’ll bless your socks off with it.” If you would just read this Book, listen to this Book, take to heart what is written in this Book, literally over and over and over again, it’s amazing! It’s almost like God is trying to get it through our heads. “Would you please read this Book!” So, let’s continue that important journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:2: “Who bore witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.”

	 

	Greek: [John] who attested [this] the Word of God and the [objective] proof of Jesus Christ, [even] of all the things he [actually] saw. Bore Witness – Greek “martureo” “English word for martyr” means – To give a testimony, to affirm what one has seen, heard, or experienced, to testify before a judge. This shows us this is not a casual message from John. He is verifying all that he saw. He is confirming what he saw with his own eyes. What he heard with his own ears. What he experienced firsthand.

	It is yet another reminder of just how important this book is and how bad God wants us to pay attention.

	The 1st importance was that this letter was entrusted to Jesus – He was entrusted by the Father with this message. Just like with our salvation.

	The 2nd importance was that Jesus then entrusted it to an Angel, most likely Gabriel.

	 

	The 3rd importance is that it was then communicated to the beloved Apostle John.

	 

	And now John gives us the 4th sign of importance. John is testifying before the Judge of all that this Book, the Book of Revelation, that he is giving to us, really is the Word of God. It’s not John, eating a bad piece of chicken. It’s not a secret word John received somehow when he was staring at a bowl of Cheerios for 4 hours in a row. It’s the actual Word of God. He saw it. He heard it. He experienced it firsthand.

	Therefore, if we pay attention to the Gospel of John, if we pay attention to

	 

	
1,2,3 John, then don’t you think we need to pay attention to the Book of Revelation that’s also from John?

	 

	“In courts of law today, a witness is one who is summoned and then given a command, “Tell us what you saw, heard, and felt,” That’s what a witness is.

	 

	And John was also a faithful witness. He bore witness to the Word of God. He saw the Word of God coming to him through these visions brought by angels.

	 

	And he bore witness to the testimony from Jesus Christ for the Church. Verse 16, chapter 22: “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the Churches.”

	 

	So, John bore witness to the Word of God, and to the testimony coming from Jesus Christ and wrote down exactly what He saw in these visions. He is a faithful witness.”

	 

	Word of God – Greek “logos theos” means – “Word of God.” What is this Word of God? Is it some sort of heavenly rapper’s terminology? It refers to both Jesus Christ Himself and the contents of the book.

	John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

	 

	So, John is saying that he saw Jesus with his own eyes and that he heard, with his own ears, the Word of God, speaking the Words of God. This is the Word of God, doubly so! Again, he’s stressing that he doesn’t want us to miss what he is about to say. Why?

	 

	Because no other prophecy in the entire Bible, do we see the prophet picked up and transported into the heavens and then propelled forward in time to see such events as we’re about to see.

	 

	
This is what John is testifying to. In short, John is putting a stamp of approval on this letter. Other prophets were told to write what they “heard,” but John is testifying to what he actually “saw” and actually “experienced,” so pay attention! Again, it shows its importance.

	 

	Which now leads us to the 5th importance of this message.

	 

	
		1st it was entrusted to Jesus

		2nd it was given to an angel

		3rd it was given to the beloved apostle John

		4th John verifies it as the actual Word of God

		5th the message comes with a blessing attached to it!



	Wow! How many of you would say God is really trying to get us to read this Book! So, what’s the blessing in this Book? Well, we see that in the next verse.

	 

	Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written herein; for the time is near.”

	 

	Greek: Blessed [is] the one who is continually reading and the one who is continually hearing the words of this prophecy and who is continually keeping the things which have been written in it because the season is certain! Yet people are continually rejecting this Book. This is what’s called the first of 7 beatitudes or blessings in the Book of Revelation

	 

	
		Rev. 1:3 - Blessed is he who reads, hears and keeps

		Rev. 14:13 - Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord

		Rev. 16:15 - Blessed is he that watches and keeps his garments

		Rev. 19:9 - Blessed are they who are called unto the Marriage Supper of the Lamb

		Rev. 20:6 - Blessed and Holy is he that has part in the 1st resurrection

		Rev. 22:7 - Blessed is he that keeps the words of the prophecy of this book



	 

	

		Rev. 22:14 - Blessed are they that wash their robes



	Sounds like there’s a bunch of blessings in this Book if you would just read it. There is no other Book like this! But again, what is the attitude towards this Book in the Church? It’s not a blessing!

	
		It’s a torment!

		Doom and gloom!

		It’s a pain!

		A chore!

		A Book of confusion!

		It’ll divide your Church!

		You’ll go insane!

		You’ll lose your mind!

		I didn’t come here to hear this!



	 

	When God said it’s a what??? It’s a blessing, and a triple one at

	that!

	 

	Blessed – Greek “makarios” means “spiritually prosperous with joy, someone who is extra fortunate.” It gives us the idea that we have the privilege of hearing this Book. This is the only Book with this kind of promise of blessing. God Himself declares that if we read, hear, and keep the words in this amazing Book continually, then we will be spiritually prosperous with joy. Isn’t that Great? Literally, we will be extra fortunate if we do so! So, the question is, if we are promised such an amazing blessing from God, then why don’t more people read this Book and take it seriously?

	The 1st reason why people don’t read Revelation – Spiritual Warfare. This is the only Book on the planet that tells us in minute detail what the enemy is up to, and exactly what he’s going to do in the future.

	 

	

		He Will Deceive Many People - The Antichrist will deceive nations and individuals, leading them astray with false teachings or signs. (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

		He will Oppose God and Exalt Himself – The Antichrist will exalt himself above God, claiming divine authority or worship. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

		He Will Speak Blasphemies Against God – The Antichrist will speak arrogantly and blasphemously against God. (Revelation 13:5-6)

		He Will Persecute People Who Turn to God – He will wage war against God’s people, causing persecution. (Revelation 13:7)

		He Will Establish a False System of Worship – The Antichrist will promote a false religion or system, deceiving people into worshiping him and his image. (Revelation 13:11-14)

		He Will Control Global Authority - He will have significant political or spiritual authority over nations. (Revelation 13:7)

		He Will Perform False Miracles - The Antichrist (along with his associate, the false prophet) will perform signs and wonders to deceive people. (Revelation 13:13-14)

		He Will Institute the Mark of the Beast - He will enforce a system to control economic participation, requiring allegiance. (Revelation 13:16-17)

		He Will Deny Christ - The Antichrist will deny the truth of Jesus as the Messiah. (1 John 2:22)

		He Will Be Lawless and Promote Sin - He will be characterized by lawlessness and rebellion against God’s commands. (2 Thessalonians 2:3)



	So, here’s the point. If you don’t want people to know your plans, then keep them away from this Book! And how would you do that? By spreading lies about this Book and/or getting people to interpret it wrong!

	The 2nd reason why people don’t read Revelation is Spiritual Distraction. Again, if there’s one Book that the enemy doesn’t want us to read, it’s this one. Not only do we not find out what he’s up to, but he doesn’t want us blessed; he wants us stressed. He wants us to be messed

	 

	
up, not blessed up, in our walk with Jesus Christ. And unfortunately, his tactics work. And how do we know? Because the bulk of the Church doesn’t read the Bible, teach the Bible, let alone this Book! In fact, watch how little it really is today!

	 

	Narrator: “Only 2% of Churches, and this is hard to believe. A recent survey done by the American Culture and Faith Institute, interviewed Churches across the nation and asked them some very basic questions about doctrine. Did Jesus live a sinless life? Is satan real or imaginary? Seventy per cent of the Churches surveyed did not line up with the basic teachings of the Bible which leaves only 100,000 Churches in America who believe the core teachings of the Word of God. But of those 100,000 Churches, when asked, do you preach these things, do you teach these things, only 2% said that they will teach those things from Scripture. They will teach what the Bible teaches because they don’t want to offend their congregants, they’re not going to preach and teach what the Bible says about the current issues of the day. Only 2% of Churches in America are actually preaching relevant messages from the Word of God to our culture. We need a revival.”

	 

	No kidding! Welcome to the 2%! As one man stated in response to this, “What are these other Churches doing? They’re celebrating culture. They’re celebrating self, the exaltation of self. They are more man-centered or completely man-centered, when we are called to be Christ-centered.”

	 

	We not only need a revival, but we also need the Book of Revelation, which is the antidote to all this! We all talk about the Bible, we believe in the Bible, we own several Bibles, but most Christians hardly ever even read the Bible! And now, only 2% of the Churches even teach it. Instead of starting the day with the Word of God, we immerse ourselves in the word of man through the morning ritual of watching the news or reading the newspaper. And when we come together for fellowship, what do we discuss? The news and the newspaper. Is that where we get our blessings from? Who’s the source of blessing here?

	 

	
And then, think of the irony here – tell me this isn’t Spiritual warfare. Again, all of God’s Word is good for us. But there’s something about the Book of Revelation that no other Book of the Bible does this and comes with this promise of blessings. God himself declares that if we read, hear, and keep the words in this amazing Book, we will be spiritually prosperous with joy. We will be extra fortunate if we do so! And yet we think our fortune will come from this world. Our joy comes from this world. Our prosperity comes from this world. So, we read what this world prints, we listen to what this world says, and we have the audacity to wonder why God isn’t moving in our lives or in our Churches. We wonder why we’re not blessed but stressed! We’re stressed up and messed up spiritually because we’re giving in to the evil one’s tactics.

	 

	Again, the irony is that this message from God, the Book of Revelation, is so important.

	 

	
		It was 1st entrusted to Jesus

		2nd it was given to an angel

		3rd it was given to the beloved apostle John

		4th John verifies it as the actual Word of God

		5th it comes with a three-fold blessing attached to it!



	But people in the Church don’t want to hear it, don’t want to read it, don’t want to take it to heart!

	 

	“No other book in the Bible reveals more of the glory of God, or more of the splendor of Jesus Christ than this book.

	 

	And even though it is so singularly blessed, it is misunderstood, misinterpreted, and neglected more than any other book in the New Testament.

	 

	In fact, to many, it is a closed book, it is a sealed book. And that is exactly what God wanted it not to be.

	 

	
Some things God intends to be sealed. In Daniel 12:9 the Scripture says,

	“These words are sealed up until the end times.” But this book is not to be sealed up.

	In Revelation 22:10 says, “And he said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.”

	 

	Don’t lock it up Don’t hide it away. Don’t cover it.

	Don’t seal it.

	 

	Furthermore, it is the only book in the Bible that opens and closes with a blessing on the reader, the only one. It is not to be sealed, and it is a blessing.

	 

	Revelation also is the last book in the divine library. It is God’s last word. What began in Genesis ends in Revelation.

	In Genesis you have the commencement of heaven and earth In Revelation the consummation of heaven and earth.

	In Genesis you have the entrance of sin and the curse In Revelation you have the end of sin and the curse.

	 

	In Genesis you have the dawn of Satan and his activities

	In Revelation you have the doom of Satan and his activities.

	 

	In Genesis you have the tree of life relinquished In Revelation the tree of life regained.

	 

	In Genesis death enters

	In Revelation death exists. In Genesis sorrow begins

	 

	
In Revelation sorrow is banished.

	 

	In Genesis paradise is lost

	In Revelation paradise is regained.

	 

	But most centrally, in Genesis the Savior is promised In Revelation the Savior is preeminent.

	 

	And so, in this book we are in for the journey of our lives, to see the glory of what is to come as God brings all of redemptive history to its great climax.”

	 

	No wonder God is pleading with us to read this book. And no wonder the enemy is trying to keep us from it! He knows that unless we get into this Book, we’ll never find out what he’s up to in these Last Days. That he’s a loser doomed to the Lake of Fire. And we’ll get tricked into living spiritually bankrupt lives by missing out on God’s threefold blessing from this Book! So, the obvious question is, what are these blessings that we are promised if we read, hear, and keep what is written in this Book?

	 

	Well, the 1st blessing is that we get to know the future. Christians alone can get a complete timeline of man’s history. We alone get an accurate account of where we came from, all the way to the end. We are the only ones who can accurately see the totality of the future. And we get that in the Bible along with the Book of Revelation. And it’s right here to bless us for free. And the keyword there is free, because even the lost want to know the future, yet they go to psychics and not only get lied to, but they pay through the nose!

	 

	People spend over $300 million annually just on calls to the

	‘psychic’ hotlines. Some websites charge huge sums: $50 per reading,

	$99.99 for a minimum of 15 minutes, $350 for an hour. $600 for one reading, with a 2-month-long waiting list. The amounts are huge. And people pay it, despite their horrible track record. Why? All because people want to know the future. Yet they, and the people who seek out their faulty

	 

	
advice on the future, are clearly not listening to the One and Only real

	God Who forbids this activity:

	 

	Deuteronomy 18:10-12: “Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord.”

	 

	But hey, good thing the Church isn’t involved in these occult activities like the lost, trying to find out the future. Oh, how I wish that were true! Instead of reading the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, they are now combining abominable occult practices in the Church to supposedly discern people’s future, like a psychic!

	 

	Doreen Virtue: “Here’s a video of me doing a reading before I was saved by Jesus. Here’s a video of a card reader from Christ Alignment Card Reading, which is a ministry connected with Bethel Redding Church. Do you notice any differences between the card reading video of Christ Alignment and my card reading video? Nope, neither do I. They look almost identical.”

	 

	Destiny Readings: “Hi guys, I’m Holly and I’m one of the healers at the Christ Alignment healing and tattoo at the Dandenong markets. You should come down and see us. We are here on Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 9am to 4pm. We are at stand, which is called J-11, so you can come and find us. We would love to see you for a Spiritual healing, a destiny card reading, where you can ask your questions and receive an answer from spirits, we work with the highest spirit, the Christ Spirit and we give accurate destiny card reading words of knowledge, guidance, clarity and letting go of emotional things and getting renewed basically. You can also have dream interpretations.”

	 

	You’ll do that, but you won’t read, hear, or take to heart the Book of Revelation that alone is a true, accurate revealing of the future. And it’s for free. No wonder you’re stressed, not blessed. No wonder you’re

	 

	
messed up spiritually. Oh, but it gets even worse. Instead of just reading the Bible, including the Book of Revelation, for a free and accurate account of the future, people in the Church today are also turning to so-called modern-day prophets. Who also have just as horrible a track record as the psychics do, and who are also in a heap of trouble with God!

	 

	How to Deal with Separation

	 

	“We must separate from false teachers. People who teach theological heresy. We separate from false prophets. In the past three or so years, it’s been a spectacular face plant for the prophets. I mean they have been wrong, spectacularly wrong on literally everything. Major earth-shaking events that we have seen in the last few years, none of the prophets prophesied Covid coming. None of them have prophesied about the riots that rage every single night in cities all around the country, in the summer of 2020. None of them saw the war in the Ukraine coming. None of them saw the debacle in Afghanistan. None of them prophesied the war in Israel that is raging right now. 100% of the prophets prophesied that Donald Trump would win re-election in the United States Presidential election.

	Now think about that, something that earth shattering, something that’s been on the calendar and everybody knows is coming. You have months, you have years to prepare for it, to make sure you’re hearing God right. And you have a 50-50 shot to get it right, just by guessing. And they may still get it wrong. There is more prophetic power in a magic eight-ball than there is in all of those modern prophets combined. And they couldn’t prophesy a sunrise, if it weren’t for NASA. So, we separate from false teachers, we separate from false teachers.”

	 

	But that’s not what the Church is doing today! These guys who claim to speak for God on future events had better listen to what God says about them for doing this.

	 

	Deuteronomy 18:20: “But a prophet who presumes to speak in My Name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death.”

	 

	
How many of you would say the death penalty is kind of serious?

	Uh yeah. And that means that God takes this false prophesying of the future seriously! And again, here’s the irony! You’ll listen to those guys who are in a heap of trouble with God, but you won’t read, hear, or take to heart the Book of Revelation that alone gives us a true and accurate account of the future for free! No wonder you’re stressed, not blessed, and no wonder you’re messed up spiritually.

	 

	“This book looks ahead; it takes us into the future.

	 

	There are elements of it that are in the past tense, verse 19 “the things which you have seen” elements of the present tense, “the things which are” but the majority of this book is about “the things which shall take place after these things.”

	 

	It fascinates everybody, because everybody is fascinated about the future. Everyone wants to know the future. That’s why they go and read their horoscopes.

	That’s why they fumble around with their fortune cookies in the Chinese restaurant.

	That’s why they go to people who read tarot cards and tell fortunes. But only one knows the future. That one is God, and in this book, He gives it to us.

	So, Revelation takes us on a journey into the future. And we’re going to see things shocking.

	We’re going to see things thrilling. We’re going to see things troubling. We’re going to see things joyful.

	We’re going to see things painful. We’re going to see things encouraging. We’re going to see things disturbing.

	We’re going to see things blessed.

	 

	And what we’re going to see could never be known if it weren’t for this book.”

	 

	
So, the question is, what future accurate things does God share with us in the Book of Revelation that will specifically bless our socks off three times over? Again, as He promised…

	 

	Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written herein; for the time is near.”

	 

	The 1st blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Body.

	 

	Revelation 4:1: “After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.’”

	 

	Now, this refers to the Rapture of the Church, and what follows is the 7-year Tribulation. Again, we, the Church, are raptured prior to the 7-year Tribulation. But when it happens, the Bible says we get new bodies!

	1 Corinthians 15:51-52: “Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed – in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”

	 

	And think of what that means…

	 

	
		Your body is perfect

		It’s imperishable

		It won’t break down

		It doesn’t age

		It has no ailments



	 

	Which means…

	
		No more doctors



	 

	

		No more hospitals

		No more pills or insane medical conversations like these



	Various scenarios of conversations between doctors, nurses, and patients.

	 

	Patient: “Hi, I would like to book an appointment with the doctor for tomorrow.”

	 

	Receptionist: “Sure, how about ten tomorrow.:

	Patient: “No, I’m sorry I don’t need that many.”

	Doctor: “I’m sorry to say that the operation has left you completely blind.”

	 

	Patient: “Oh, I see.”

	 

	Doctor: “Oh, cool, then forget I said anything.”

	 

	Nurse: “I’m sorry sir, your dad has been pronounced dead.”

	 

	Son: “Oh, I can’t believe I’ve been pronouncing it wrong all this time.”

	 

	Doctor: “Hey, James, I have your test results here.”

	 

	James: “Did I pass?”

	 

	Doctor: “You will soon.”

	 

	Father: “Hello, my wife is going into labor.”

	 

	Nurse: “Is this her first child?”

	 

	Father: “No, this is her husband.”

	No more conversations like that! Why?

	 

	

		Because no more doctors

		No more hospitals

		No more needles

		Hospital bills

		Medication of any kind

		Pills with horrible side effects

		Drugs

		Diets

		Weight loss programs

		Working out



	And no more mysterious surprises like this guy encountered! Singer on Bill Gaither program:

	Older Singer: “I got to thinking what it would be like if the guy didn’t

	really know the girl he was marrying, you know? And he starts singing …

	 

	We got married last Friday; my girl was right there beside me. Our friends were all gone, we were alone, side by side.

	 

	We were so happily wed, when she got ready for bed. Her teeth and her hair she placed in a chair, side by side.

	 

	One glass eye so tiny, one hearing aid so small, then she took one leg off, and placed it on the chair by the wall. I stood there broken hearted, most of my girl had departed. I slept on the chair, there was more of her there, side by side.”

	No more of that, folks! It’s all gone when we get our new future bodies! And we learn all of this from the Book of Revelation!

	 

	The 2nd blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Nature.

	 

	
Revelation 4:4: “Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads.”

	 

	That’s us folks! After the Rapture, we are surrounding the actual Holy Throne of God Himself. And since God is Holy, that’s why we lose our unholy sin nature. Or as Paul says…

	 

	1 Corinthians 15:50: “I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”

	 

	In other words, our sin nature is gone! It must be, otherwise, we couldn’t be surrounding God’s Holy Throne. And think of what that means…

	 

	
		No more bad days

		No more bad relationships

		No more bad encounters with anyone



	And for you teenagers out there, no more bad conversations with your dad like these.

	 

	Grocery clerk: “You want a box for those, sir?”

	 

	Customer: “No thanks, I hate violence. I’d rather just pay with my card if that’s cool.”

	 

	Customer: “Do you have any books on turtles?”

	 

	Clerk: “Hard back?”

	 

	Customer: “Hard back, yeah, with little heads.”

	Waitress: “How did you find your steak sir?”

	Customer: “Well, I just looked next to the potatoes and there it was.”

	 

	
Little Boy: “I walked into the kitchen the other day, and I said to my dad,

	‘Hey, I’m hungry.’ And my dad said, ‘Hi hungry, I’m dad.’

	 

	Dad Joke Survivors

	 

	Young girl: “My dad and I were driving past the Aquarium. My dad asked, ‘How many tickles does it take to make a laugh?’ And he said, ‘Ten tickles.’ And I said, ‘What?’ Awww, tentacles.”

	 

	Abbey is now scared of Aquariums

	 

	Young Girl: “Hey dad, can you make me a sandwich?”

	 

	Dad: “And what do you say?”

	 

	Young Girl: “Abracadabra, you are a sandwich.”

	 

	Holly has an identity crisis. Dad jokes are nothing to laugh about!

	Young Girl: “I guess I’m a sandwich.”

	It’s all gone, kids, in one day, something to look forward to. Which means, get them in on dad’s now, while you can! But seriously, having no sinful nature means nothing bad whatsoever will ever occur ever again!

	Not just to you, but to everyone. Why? Because not just your sin nature is gone, but everybody’s sin nature is gone. It can’t exist because we’re surrounding the Holy Throne of God! Which means…

	 

	
		No more wars…No more fights

		No divorce…No more hatred

		No one will ever ridicule or make fun of you ever again.

		No more people being rude.

		No bad thoughts…No temptation…No child abuse.

		No arguments…No bullies…No danger

		No more people talking behind your back.

		No corruption



	 

	

		No more being judged…No more name-calling

		And no more will you be a slave to “that” sin.



	It’s all gone when we get our new future nature! And we learn all this from the Book of Revelation!

	 

	The 3rd blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Experience.

	 

	Revelation 7:15-17: “They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, they are before the throne of God and serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tent over them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

	 

	Folks, when we get to heaven, all the things we’ve experienced here, all the rotten things we will never experience again! And think of what that means. One day there will be…

	 

	
		No more lack

		No more poverty

		No keeping up with the Jones’s

		No more depression

		No more tears

		No more stress

		No more anxiety

		No more pressure

		No more debt

		No more feeling unloved, unwanted or not needed

		No more guilt

		No more dead-end jobs

		No sleepless nights



	 

	

		No more exhaustion

		No more fear

		No more doubt

		No more mood swings…moment of silence on that one!

		No more hurry – no more rushing around

		No lack of time

		No thoughts of suicide.

		No more feeling like “something’s missing” in your life.

		And no more rejection



	It’s all gone forevermore, just like that, as Joni shares:

	 

	Joni: “Not long ago I was hospitalized for double pneumonia. When I recovered, they sent me home with a chest percussion vest to keep my lungs clear. It’s this big Velcro vest around my chest that vibrates violently like a jackhammer. And it’s ridiculously loud. Ken can be saying something right next to me and there’s no way I can hear him. It’s so noisy. But when the timer is up on the machine, bang, instantly everything stops. Everything’s quiet. And I sit there, a little dazed, and then I always say, ‘And just like that, it’s over.’ And I wonder if a similar thing might happen when God calls me home. I’ll step into heaven and glance behind me at the noise and the hardship and violence of earth, and I just may say, ‘And just like that, it’s over.’ And I will enjoy the peace and the quiet of coming home to heaven.”

	 

	Just like that, it’s all over. All the bad junk that we’ve ever gone through.

	 

	
		The pain

		The trials

		The torment



	Gone…and replaced with…

	 

	
		Eternal Joy



	 

	

		Eternal Happiness

		Eternal Peace

		Eternal Rest

		And Eternal Contentment



	Just like that! Forever and ever. And no one can take it away! That’s what happens when we get our new future experience! And we learn all this from the Book of Revelation.

	 

	The 4th blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Ministry. And that happens when we go to the Millennial Kingdom! Because we come back from Heaven, and what waits for us is a New Amazing Ministry!

	 

	Revelation 19:7,9: “Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself ready. Then the angel said to me, ‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’ And he added, ‘These are the true words of God.’”

	 

	In other words, you can take it to the bank! What? That after Heaven, we come back with Jesus Christ to rule and reign over the entire planet in the Millennium. For 1,000 years, the whole earth will be renovated back to Garden of Eden conditions, and a whole bunch of other cool things will take place!

	
		Topography and geography of the earth changed- Is 2:2; Ezek



	47:1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12; 48:8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,

	17, 18, 19, 20; Zec 14:4, 8, 10

	
		Crops abundant- Is 27:6; 35:1, 2, 6, 7; Amos 9:13; Zech. 14:8

		Human longevity increased- Is 65:20, 21, 22, 23

		Satan confined in the abyss - Re 20:1, 2, 3 (notes)

		Millennial temple built - Ezek. 40:5-43:27

		Nations worship in Jerusalem - Is 2:2-4; Mic 4:2; 7:12; Zech. 8:20, 21, 22, 23; 14:16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21



	 

	

		Worldwide knowledge of God - Is 11:9; Je 31:34; Mic 4:5; Hab 2:14 (Ps 22:27, 67:1,2, 72:19, 86:9, 98:1, 2, 3 Zec 14:8,9 Rev



	11:15; 15:4

	
		Unparalleled filling of and empowerment by the Holy Spirit on Israel



	- Is 32:15; 44:3; Ezek. 36:24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29; 39:29; Joel 2:28, 29

	
		New Covenant with Israel fulfilled - Jer. 31:31, 32, 33, 34; Ezek



	11:19, 20; 36:25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32

	
		Righteousness and justice prevails - Is 9:7; 11:4; 42:1, 2, 3, 4; Jer. 23:5

		Israel reunited as a nation -Je 3:18; Ezek 37:15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23

		Israel at peace in the land - Deut. 30:1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10; Is



	32:18;

	
		Universal peace prevails - Is 2:4; 32:17,18; 60:18; Ho 2:18; Mic



	4:2, 3, 4; 5:4; Zec 9:10

	
		The world blessed through Israel - Mic 5:7

		Jerusalem made the world’s capital - Je 3:17; Ezek



	48:30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35; Joel 3:16, 17; Mic 4:1, 6, 7, 8; Zec 8:2, 3

	
		Davidic Covenant fulfilled with Christ on the throne of David - 2Sa 7:11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16; Is 9:6, 7; Je



	33:17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26; Am 9:11,12, Lk 1:32, 33

	
		Christ in Jerusalem rules over Israel - Is 40:11; Mic 4:7; 5:2b

		Christ rules over and judges the nations - Is 11:3, 4, 5; Mic 4:2,3a; Zec 14:9; Re 19:15 (note)

		Resurrected saints reign with Christ - Mt 19:28; 2Ti 2:12; Re 5:10 (note); Re 20:4 (note)



	And when it comes to us ruling and reigning with Christ, think of what that means, what a ministry. As this man shares.

	John Ankerberg: “And now we get to the time when Jesus Christ returns to earth, after the Tribulation event is over, we come with Him. What happens to the Christians during the Millennial Kingdom? Do we come with Him? Do we stick around? Do we go back and forth? What happens to us?”

	 

	
“We are married to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords. Now think for just a moment of logic. If you’re the bride to the King, what does that make you? It makes you the Queen. So, we will rule and reign with Christ during the Millennial Kingdom. In I Thess 4:19, “At the Rapture of the Church we will never leave His presence. An active Bride that will rule and reign with Him. The patterns of the Kingdom were set up in Genesis 1, when God created Adam and Eve, He said, ‘Let them have dominion.’ Dominion is leadership, its rule, its reign, it’s the kingdom, and the pattern was of course, there in the Garden of Eden, that was how the first Kingdom was set up. It was because of them that they did not continue on. So, Jesus Christ and His bride, them, husband and wife, will rule and reign for a thousand years in the Millennial Kingdom. We will be with Christ, reigning with Him during that time.”

	 

	And think of what that means….

	 

	
		Nobody looks down on you

		No striving up a corporate ladder

		No trying to prove yourself to others

		No more peer pressure

		No low man on the totem pole

		We’re all elevated with Christ ruling and reigning over the entire planet

		We have the Top position



	Which means…

	
		We may be looked down upon here on earth

		We may be made fun of today, about our pedigree, background, or position, or status in life.



	But one day, we will co-rule with Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords over the entire planet! Nobody can top that - you can’t

	 

	
get any higher! That’s us!!! That’s what happens when we get our new Future ministry! And we learn all this from the Book of Revelation!

	 

	The 5th blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Pet.

	 

	Revelation 21:5: “He Who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then He said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’”

	 

	Again, you can take what he’s saying to the bank! It’s true, it’s going to happen. That one day, God will make everything new. Not just the heavens and the earth. But even our relationship with animals.

	 

	Isaiah 11:6-9: “The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child will put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”

	 

	Folks, the Bible says in the Millennium Kingdom, all wild animals will be tame. Even the leopard will be tamed like a goat. Isn’t that awesome? Which means, we get new pets! You can have a pet, whatever you want! Cool pets! Including a pet hippo! And for those of you who are making fun of me for wanting a pet hippo, in the Millennial Kingdom, you need to look at how cool these bad boys really are!

	 

	Narrator: “At just two months old this little baby hippo is already an internet giant. Her fans are following and re-sharing every moment. From these panicked expressions to her new front teeth, Time Magazine calling

	 

	
[image: Image result for baby pygmy hippo moo bend]her an icon and a legend, proclaiming that she is the moment. Meet the baby hippo from Thailand, her name that roughly translates to Bouncy Pig or Pork Patty, which was chosen by

	the popular vote at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Si Racho, Chonburi, Thailand. Since her arrival the attendance has doubled.”

	 

	Wait till you see mine in the Millennium. I’ll have to beat people off with a stick! And you know what that Baby Hippos name is? No joke! Are you ready? They call it Moo! Am I destined to have that as a pet or what? And you know what I’m going to call my pet hippo in the Millennium? Moo-Moo! Double Moo! But it’s true, folks! I’m not making this up! You can take it to the bank! One day God is going to make everything new! Including the animal kingdom! So, pick your animal now! Lion, snake, leopard, cow, bear, hippo. Whatever! Why? Because God says, “These words are trustworthy and true.” It’s going to happen!

	 

	
		Peace with God

		Peace with nature

		Peace with man

		And Peace with animals!



	What an adventure! That’s what happens when we get our New Future Pet! And we learn all this from the Book of Revelation!

	 

	The 6th blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Relationship. And I’m speaking of a New Relationship with God!

	 

	
Revelation 21:1-4: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

	 

	One day, our relationship with God is forever changed!

	
		No more invisible stuff

		No more hoping He is there

		No more wondering if He’s there

		Or listening or caring or watching over us



	 

	
		He will be right there

		Always by our side intimately

		Never leaving us

		Nor forsaking us

		Wiping away every tear



	Making sure there will be…

	 

	
		No more death…or mourning…or crying…or pain…or suffering

		No more persecution

		No more devil

		No more demons

		No more spiritual warfare



	Just walking the streets of gold with Him intimately, going through gates made with Pearls joyfully, along foundations made of precious gemstones excitedly, through a city all decked out like a bridal dress with

	 

	
nothing spared. Extravagant wherever we go, Forever and ever and ever and ever and ever. Amen hallelujah

	 

	Why? For the old order of things has passed away. Behold, God has made all things new, and nobody, not even yourself, can take it away! It’s all guaranteed by the Risen Christ. That’s what happens when we get our New Future Relationship! And we learn all this from the Book of Revelation! That is what is in this Book, and so much more!

	 

	Now, do you see why God is pleading with us to read this Book? Now, do you see why the enemy is trying to keep us from this Book? God promised not one, but a threefold blessing, if we would just read, hear, and take to heart what is written therein.

	 

	Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written herein; for the time is near.”

	 

	There is so much good news here, it’s unbelievable. And no wonder we need to do what the Greek says to do this side of heaven, continually read, continually hear, continually keep what is written therein. Why? Because we’ll be blessed three times beyond measure. It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, ineffective Church today. They’ve forgotten their future in Christ, that He won for us! By not reading, teaching, or preaching the Book of Revelation! And, as good as that is, there are even more blessings when we read this Book! But we’ll get to that in the next chapter.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Four

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:3b

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	What we are seeing is that the Book of Revelation is all about Jesus Christ. You know, the One we say we love and are so thankful for all He’s done! I mean, why wouldn’t you want to learn about that? It’s an unveiling of who He really is and what He is going to do very soon. It’s all about His sovereignty, His Lordship, He’s the King of kings and Lord of lords. It’s all about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity, where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, or devil or demons. Why?

	Because the old order of things has passed away. Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! That’s what’s in this book. Again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news.

	 

	Revelation 1:1-3: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw, this is, the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads these words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”

	 

	
Sounds like that’s kind of important. And that’s because it is. Not to mention a great blessing! How many of you want to be blessed in your walk with God? Then read this book! But as we have seen before, people don’t read this book, and they get it horribly wrong! The reason people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is, number one, their attitude towards the book. Christians, pastors, Sunday School teachers, etc., you name it, all come up with lame excuses and horrible reasons as to why we should never study this book. Yet, we’re supposed to study all the Bible, the whole counsel of God. God put it in here for a reason, just like any other book of the Bible. Two other reasons people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong are their approach to the book and their apprehension towards it. When you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also save us for an amazing, mind-blowing future. This is what we saw in the last three chapters, as we began that journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	A Revelation concerning Jesus Christ. Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It’s a revelation. But the question is, a revelation of what? What is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The real, risen, Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you; it’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that, concealing! How? By not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! This Book of Revelation also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made, saying God is our buddy, Jesus is our homeboy, lawn boy, and rock star. He’s not the King of kings, Lord of lords, not the master of the universe, the one who reigns over all creation, as Revelation says. And this lack of teaching of the Book of Revelation is what feeds this

	 

	
misconception about Jesus! And it produces a rotten testimony, as you can see here!

	 

	Preacher: “This is 2025. This is the worst generation, the most evil generation since the flood of Noah. And it’s getting worse every day. And it’s not only society that is rotten. I’m telling you again, the so-called Church, religious people are more like the world every day and are bringing the world into its so-called worship. There is no longer a fear of God in this world and in most Churches. You know we’ve been taught for a long time, falsely so, God’s your friend, God’s your buddy. God doesn’t want you to be afraid of him. I’ve heard preachers say, ‘I’m not afraid of God. Why, if he loved me enough to save me, I’m his pal. I’m his buddy.’

	 

	But that does not ring through with Scripture. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. I’ve taught time and time again, you that love the Lord, fear Him. Fear the Lord, respect the Lord. Jesus said, ‘You don’t have to fear any man but you better fear God because God can cast both body and soul into hell.’ But the fear of God is gone. And I’m sorry to say that many, many Christians no longer have a quaking respectful fear of the God who saved them.”

	 

	Sound familiar? Yeah! This is what you get when you don’t teach Revelation. Why? Because the Book of Revelation will not allow this casual, fearless attitude towards Jesus. No fear of God? Are you kidding me? You had better! Why? Because Jesus Christ is coming back as a mighty warrior, not some namby-pamby, religious buddy. He isn’t taking the beatings. He’s dishing them out with His wrath. This is the other side of Jesus that truly is a revelation to most professing Christians today, which is why God tells us just how important this book is, unveiling the real Jesus Christ that’s written to the Church. Declaring to the whole world that they’re about to be decimated by God because of their wickedness and rebellion towards God. And that this judgment begins with the House of God. It’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual angel of God, and that was then given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	
In our last chapter, we saw more reasons why this book is so important.

	 

	Revelation 1:2: “Who bore witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.”

	 

	This shows us that this is not a casual message from John. He is verifying all that he saw. He is confirming what he saw with his own eyes, what he heard with his own ears, and what he experienced firsthand.

	Literally, John says, it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God, yet another reminder of just how important this book is and how badly God wants us to pay attention. And then it comes with an amazing threefold blessing.

	 

	Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written herein; for the time is near.”

	 

	Greek: Blessed [is] the one who is continually reading and the one who is continually hearing the words of this prophecy and who is continually keeping the things which have been written in it because, the season is certain!

	And yet people are continually rejecting this book! That is what’s called the first of 7 beatitudes blessings in the Book of Revelation, which shows us just how many blessings are in this book if you would just read it. No other book is like this. But again, what is the attitude towards this book in the Church? It’s not a blessing, it’s torment, doom and gloom, it’s a pain, a chore, a book of confusion. It’ll divide your Church, you’ll go insane, you’ll lose your mind, I didn’t come here to hear this! When God Himself declares that if we read, hear, and keep the Words in this amazing Book continually, then we will be spiritually prosperous with joy. Isn’t that great? Literally, we will be extra fortunate if we do so! So, the question is, if we are promised such an amazing blessing from God then why don’t more people read this book and take it seriously?

	 

	
The 1st reason why people don’t read Revelation is Spiritual Warfare. This is the only Book on the planet that tells us in minute detail what the enemy is up to and exactly what he’s going to do in the future. So, here’s the point. If you do not want people to know your plans, then keep them away from this book. How? By spreading lies about this book and/or getting people to interpret it wrong!

	 

	The 2nd reason why people don’t read Revelation is Spiritual Distraction. Again, if there is one book that the enemy does not want us to read, it’s this one. Not only so we don’t find out what he’s up to, but he doesn't want us blessed; he wants us stressed. He wants us to be messed up, not blessed up, in our walk with Jesus Christ. And unfortunately, his tactics work. How do I know? Because the bulk of the Church doesn’t read the Bible, teach the Bible, or even the Book of Revelation. Only 2% of Churches now even teach it, and no wonder the enemy is trying to keep us from it. He knows that unless we get into this book, we’ll never find out what he’s up to these last days. That he’s a loser, doomed to the Lake of Fire. And we’ll get tricked into living spiritually bankrupt lives by missing out on God’s threefold blessing from this book.

	 

	So, the obvious question is – What are the blessings that we are promised if we read, hear, and keep what is written in this book? Well, the 1st blessing is that We Get to Know the Future. Christians alone can get a complete timeline of man’s history. We alone get an accurate account of where we came from, all the way to the end. We are the only ones who can accurately see the totality of the future. And we get that in the Bible, along with the Book of Revelation – and it’s right here to bless us for free. The keyword there is Free. But even the lost want to know the future. Yet they go to psychics and not only get lied to, but they pay through the nose! And if that wasn’t bad enough, the Church, which refuses to teach the Book of Revelation, so they can know the future, they are now combining abominable occult practices in the Church to supposedly discern people’s future, like a psychic. And listening to so-called modern prophets who also have just as horrible a track record as the psychics do! And who are in a heap of trouble with God!

	 

	
So, the question is – what future things does God share with us in Revelation that will specifically bless our socks off, three times over?

	 

	The 1st blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Body. A body that is perfect, it’s imperishable, it won’t break down, it doesn’t age, and it has no ailments.

	 

	The 2nd blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Nature. Our sin nature is gone! Which means, no more bad days, no more bad relationships, and no more bad encounters with anyone, ever!

	 

	The 3rd blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Experience. Never again will we experience the rotten things we do today. Just like that – it’s all over. All the bad junk that we’ve ever gone through – the pain, the trials, the torment, all gone forevermore!

	 

	The 4th blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Ministry. We get to rule and reign with Jesus Christ over the entire planet in the Millennium. Which means nobody looks down on you. We may be looked down upon here on earth, we may be made fun of today – about our pedigree, our background, our position, or our status in life, but one day we will co-rule with Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, over the entire planet. Nobody can top that. You can’t go any higher. We’re all elevated with Christ, ruling and reigning over the entire planet. We have the top position.

	 

	The 5th blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Pet. We saw that one day God will make everything new. Not just the Heavens and the earth, but our relationship with the animals.

	Which means we get new pets. Cool pets, including a pet hippo, or lion, snake, leopard, cow, bear, whatever! Because God will make all things new. It’s going to happen! Peace with God, peace with nature, peace with man, and peace with the animals.

	 

	
The 6th blessing God promises us in the Book of Revelation is a New Future Relationship. Specifically with God! One day, our relationship with God is forever changed. No more invisible stuff, no more hoping He is there, no more wondering if He’s there, or is He listening, caring, or watching over us. He will be right there, always by our side, intimately. Never leaving us, nor forsaking us, wiping away every tear, making sure there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain or suffering, no more persecution, no more devil, no more demons, no more spiritual warfare. Just walking on the streets of gold with Him intimately. Going through gates made of pearls joyfully, along foundations made of precious gemstones excitedly, through a city all decked out like a bridal dress, with nothing spared. Extravagant wherever we go. Forever and ever and ever and ever and ever. Amen, hallelujah! Why? For the old order of things has passed away. Behold, God has made all things new, and nobody, not even yourself, can take it away! It’s all guaranteed by the Risen Christ, and we learn all this from the Book of Revelation!

	 

	It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, ineffective Church today, that’s forgotten its future in Christ, that He won for us! How? By not reading, teaching, or preaching the Book of Revelation. And as good as all that is, there’s even more blessings when we read this book!

	The 7th blessing we are promised from God if we read, hear, and take to heart the Book of Revelation is that We Get to Know that Life is Short. And believe it or not, that’s a great lesson to learn today.

	 

	Matthew 6:19-21: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

	 

	The question is, what do you treasure more? Eternity or this world!

	If we remind ourselves that we are saved for eternity, not just this temporary time or the things of earth, it will save us from so many self-

	 

	
inflicted heartaches! This is what the Book of Revelation does. It shows us that life is short, nothing today will last forever, and that there is a wrath coming upon humanity. He’s going to decimate all things on this planet!

	Therefore, don’t invest all your time, treasure, talents, and tongues in your short time here on earth and with the things of this earth. Live for eternity. Why? Because that is the only thing that lasts forever. Where moth and rust do not destroy. Where thieves do not break in and steal. Don’t waste your life! Because one day everything down here will be destroyed, like with this town.

	 

	Narrator: “On Memorial Day of 1889, Western Pennsylvania was caught by a massive storm, unprecedented in the state’s history. Heavy rains brought the South Fork Dam above the city of Johnstown to the brink of collapse. When the structure finally caved in, a 12-meter-high wall of water rushed down from the mountain. To the horror of the residents, their entire town was swallowed by water in just a couple of minutes. After 24 hours of heavy rainfall, South Fork Dam, an earthwork dam on the Little Kanama River, collapsed and released around 14.5 million tons of water.

	[image: Image result for johnstown flood 1889][image: 17 best 1977 Johnstown Flood images on Pinterest | Johnstown flood, Interesting history and 40 years]As a result, a giant torrent of water equivalent to the power of Niagara Falls rushed down the gorge, destroying everything in its path. The flood wave finally reached Johnstown, a small industrial city. Less than half an hour after the dam broke, the entire town was submerged, causing more

	than 2,000 inhabitants to lose their lives. The catastrophe was named one of the worst natural disasters in the history of the United States. Most residents were caught by surprise and not prepared to escape. The flood hit the town with enormous force. Buildings were washed away as if they were matchboxes. A massive torrent of water and debris swallowed the town in just 10 minutes. Many people were crushed by the debris and others became

	 

	
[image: Image result for johnstown flood 1889]caught in barbed wire and drowned. Those who survived the impact were found riding on roofs of their houses, screaming in agony and unable to resist the might of the water running through the town. The flood stopped only when it hit the massive stone arched Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge. Because the bridge was built at an

	angle and protected by the riverbend curve, it withheld the flood. A gigantic pile of debris created a dam at the bridge. Hundreds of people who had washed downstream became trapped in the rubble, struggling to get out. For some of them, it took hours to free themselves. Some failed to get out at all. Their agony got worse when the pile got on fire around midnight. The fire lasted three days and took at least 80 additional lives.

	 

	Now here’s my point. Can you imagine if the people of that town had advance knowledge of that destruction that was headed their way, and they not only ignored it but listened – they said, “Hey Marge, I think it’s time we paint the house.” Or “Let’s redo our backyard.” Or “Isn’t it about time we buy new furniture?” or “I need to go outside and wax my car!” When everything was about to be destroyed in minutes. Wouldn’t you say that’s pretty dumb? Then how much dumber is it when we do that today?

	 

	That is what we learn in the Book of Revelation. That the whole planet, not just a town, is going to be destroyed. Therefore, life is short. Nothing on earth today will last forever. There is a future wrath that’s coming upon humanity. God is going to decimate all things on this planet! Therefore, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.” In other words, don’t invest all your time, treasure, talents, and tongues in just this short time here on earth and the things on this earth! Live for eternity, that which lasts forever! Don’t be dumb! As this man shares.

	 

	Pastor: “But one of the really sad things about this moment right now is that there are hundreds of you in this crowd who do not want your life to make a difference. All you want is to be liked. Maybe, finish school, get a

	 

	
good job, find a husband or a wife, a nice house, a nice car, long weekends, good vacations, grow old, healthy, have a fun retirement, die easy, no hell, and that’s all you want. You don’t give a rip whether your life counts on this earth, for eternity. That’s a tragedy in the making.

	About three weeks ago, we got news at our Church that Ruby Elias and Laura Edwards were killed in Cameroon. Ruby Elias, over 80, single all her life, a nurse, poured her life out for one thing, to make Jesus Christ known among the sick and the poor, in the hardest and most unreached places. Laura Edwards, a medical doctor in the Twin Cities, and then in retirement, partnering up with Ruby, also pushing 80, and going from village to village in Cameroon. And the brakes give way, over a cliff they go and they’re dead, instantly. And I asked my people – ‘Is this a tragedy?’ Two women in their 80s, almost, a whole life devoted to one idea. Jesus Christ magnified among the poor and the sick, in the hardest places. Twenty years after most of their American counterparts had begun to throw their lives away on trivialities in Florida and New Mexico, fly into eternity with a death in a moment.

	 

	Is this a tragedy? I asked. It is not a tragedy. I’ll tell you what a tragedy is. I’ve got a little article here from Readers Digest. You don’t read Readers Digest. I know that. But there is a generation who does. This is a tragedy. The title of the article, Start Now, Retire Early - February 1998. Bob and Penny took early retirement from their jobs in the Northeast, 5 years ago when he was 59 and she was 51. Now they live in Punta Gorda, Florida where they cruise on their 30 ft trawler, play softball, and collect shells. That’s a tragedy. And there are people in this country that are spending billions of dollars to get you to buy it. And I get 40 minutes to plead with you, don’t buy it. With all my heart, I plead with you, don’t buy that dream. The American Dream, a nice house, a nice car, a nice job, a nice family, a nice retirement, collecting shells, as the last chapter before you stand before the creator of the universe to give an account of what you did. Here it is Lord, my shell collection. And I’ve got a good swing. And look at my boat.”

	 

	That’s a tragedy. Wouldn’t you say that was pretty dumb? Yet how many Christians live like that? After all Christ has done for you, you offer

	 

	
him shells, a boat, and a great golf swing. Instead of “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

	 

	And that’s the problem, most American Christians, or should I say Churchgoers, don’t invest their time, treasure, talents, and tongues in eternity. But everything this short time here on earth has to offer! And here’s the point – no wonder you’re stressed, not blessed, no wonder you’re messed up spiritually. You need to read the Book of Revelation, which tells us that life is short. Nothing here lasts forever, and there is a wrath coming upon humanity. God’s going to decimate all things on this planet! And if you do, you’ll have something to offer Jesus other than shells. Live for eternity! That lasts forever. Don’t waste your life. That’s what you learn from the Book of Revelation.

	 

	The 3rd blessing we are promised from God if we read, hear, and take to heart this book is that We Get to Know that God is Sovereign. As we see here.

	Matthew 10:29–30: “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.”

	Proverbs 16:33: “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.”

	 

	Lamentations 3:37–39: “Who has spoken, and it came to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High, that good and bad come?”

	 

	Job 42:2: “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.”

	 

	One of the most comforting truths in Scripture, outside of eternal security, to me, has got to be what we just read. That God is Sovereign

	 

	
over all things. It comforts our hearts in a world of suffering, and knowing that is what keeps us from freaking out! This is what we learn from the Book of Revelation. As you read, hear, and keep what is written therein continually, you continually come to the obvious conclusion. If God’s got the 7-year Tribulation under control, the worst time in the history of mankind, then I think He’s got even my worst times under control. If God’s got the whole world’s future mapped out for good reasons and great purposes, then I think He’s got my whole future mapped out for good reasons and great purposes. Right? Of course! That’s the obvious conclusion! This is what we learn from the Book of Revelation. God is sovereign over all things, and He works all things together for good.

	 

	Romans 8:28: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”

	 

	Do you love Him? Have you been called according to His purpose? Then what are you freaking out over? All means all, folks. And that includes your pain. As these guys found out.

	 

	“During WWII, the world seemed to be spinning towards chaos. But God’s work in the lives of two men — two enemies, to be more exact — is a testament to His sovereignty and the fact that no matter how bad matters might seem, He is in control.

	Dec.7, 1941. Cmdr. Mitsuo Fuchida of the Japanese Imperial Navy was admiring the billowing white clouds and brilliant sunrise as he led a squadron of 360 Japanese fighters, bombers and torpedo planes over the Hawaiian island of Oahu.

	 

	Seeing the fleet peacefully at anchor 3,000 meters below his plane, Fuchida smiled as he ordered, “All squadrons, plunge in to attack!” He then radioed back to the Japanese fleet 230 miles away: “Tora, Tora, Tora!” The attack had begun!

	 

	What followed was, in the words of President Franklin Roosevelt, “a day that shall live in infamy.” Of eight battleships in the harbor, five were

	 

	
destroyed. Fourteen other ships were sunk or damaged. More than 2,300 Americans lay dead or dying, many trapped within the hulls of their sinking ships. Fuchida later described the day as “the most thrilling exploit of my career.”

	 

	At that same time, Sgt. Jacob DeShazer of the U.S. Army Air Corps was on KP duty, peeling potatoes at his base in Oregon. Upon hearing the news over the radio, DeShazer hurled a potato against the wall, screaming, “They’re going to pay for this!”

	 

	The down payment for DeShazer was to volunteer to join a special squadron being formed by Col. Jimmy Doolittle, whose mission was to take the war directly to the Japanese in a daring bombing raid over Tokyo using B-25 bombers.

	.

	In military terms, the Doolittle raid on April 18, 1942, was only a pinprick, but as a morale-booster for Americans, it was a stunning success. But DeShazer’s B-25 ran out of fuel before it could reach a safe area in China, and he and his crew were forced to bail out over Japanese-held territory.

	 

	DeShazer would spend the next 40 months as a prisoner of Japan, 34 of them in solitary confinement, during which he was routinely tortured and his already burning hatred of the Japanese was fanned into an inferno.

	 

	As fellow American prisoners were executed or died of starvation, disease or torture, DeShazer remained alive — barely.

	 

	But his solitary confinement gave him time to ponder the human condition. He wondered what could cause such hatred among fellow humans. Barely remembering Sunday school lessons from childhood, he asked his Japanese guards for a Bible. Two years after his capture he finally received one and eagerly read through its pages, virtually gulping down lessons on mercy, forgiveness and redemption.

	 

	
He later wrote: ‘I discovered that God had given me new spiritual eyes and that when I looked at the enemy officers and guards who had starved and beaten my companions and me so cruelly, I found my bitter hatred for them changed to loving pity…I prayed for God to forgive my torturers, and I determined, by the aid of Christ, to do my best to acquaint these people with the message of salvation.’

	 

	After the war was over, DeShazer wrote a book called ’I Was a Prisoner of Japan’ and, after studying at Seattle Pacific College, returned to Japan, this time as a missionary to his former enemies.

	 

	Fuchida, though, became the ‘hero of Pearl Harbor,’ and after the war tried to return to a life of farming. But deeply shamed by Japan’s loss and still with the heart of a warrior, it was an unsatisfying life.

	 

	Even though he was married, he had a mistress in Tokyo and traveled there frequently to the point where one day, while getting off the train in Tokyo, Fuchida saw an American handing out leaflets in Japanese. The title caught his eye: ”Watakushi Wa Nippon No Horyo Deshita (I Was a Prisoner of Japan).

	 

	It grabbed his attention immediately, especially since it started out talking about Pearl Harbor. Fuchida was determined to learn more about this man, not out of any interest in Christianity, but because he wanted to know more about DeShazer.

	 

	Soon he began to admire Deshazer’s testimony, and a friend told him to get a Bible, but Fuchida could not find one in Japanese. Then a few days later, on the same train platform, a Japanese man stood with boxes of books: “Get your Bible—food for your soul.”

	 

	Struck by the coincidence and despite his Shinto heritage, Fuchida bought one and was struck by the words of Jesus in Luke 23:34: ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’

	 

	
He later wrote, ‘I was impressed that I was certainly one of those for whom Jesus had prayed. The many men I had killed had been slaughtered in the name of patriotism, for I did not understand the love of Christ.’

	 

	Fuchida then changed from a bitter ex-war hero to a man on a new mission. He went on to become an evangelist throughout Japan and Asia, and he and DeShazer eventually became close friends.

	 

	Two men were bitter enemies but today they are eternal brothers, a testimony to the power of God’s grace and His sovereignty.”

	 

	Now doesn’t that story of God’s full sovereignty, bless you??? Now, just imagine reading that every day for a week. Now imagine how blessed you’d be if you continually read page after page of the Book of Revelation that declares this Biblical truth over and over again! God is sovereign over all things, even your pain. He’ll work it around together for good. But nope! You won’t touch it with a ten-foot pole. No wonder you’re stressed up and not blessed up. No wonder you’re messed up spiritually. You’re not reading the Book of Revelation, where we learn about God’s sovereignty. It drills into our heads that if God’s got the 7-year Tribulation under control, the worst time in the history of mankind, then don’t you think he’s got even your worst times under control? That if God has the whole world’s future mapped out for good reasons and great purposes, then don’t you think He’s got your whole future mapped out for good reasons and great purposes? Of course! That’s the obvious conclusion, just like these Christians found out.

	 

	Speaker: “A friend of mine was on a mission trip connected to this and they were doing this beautifully redemptive thing where they’re going to take stones from a Russian gulag and actually use them to build a Church. Then they’re digging around and one of them found a canister. They opened the canister and there was a note inside. They brought it to the pastor so he could read it, and the pastor just started weeping. The note said, ‘We are a community of believers who are being forced to take the stones of our Church and turn them into our own prison where we will die.

	 

	
But we’re putting a prayer out to the Lord that one day these stones will one day be a Church again. And this is like decades later.”

	 

	No matter how long it might be, what you’re going through, one day God will turn it all around for good. Just trust Him, stop freaking out. All means all! This is what we learn from the Book of Revelation.

	Remember, God wants you to be continually blessed. But if that’s going to happen, then you must do what the text says!

	 

	Blessed [is] the one who is continually reading and the one who is continually hearing the words of this prophecy and who are continually keeping the things which have been written in it because, the season is certain!

	 

	That’s the question: Are you casually reading or continually reading? Are you listening at all? Or are you hearing the whole message or only that which you want to hear? And most importantly, are you retaining and putting into action what you are continually reading and hearing?

	 

	Keeping – Greek “tereo” means “to hold fast, to guard, to keep or observe.” It’s also in the present active participle, which means you are to “continually hang on to” the things which John writes, i.e., the things written in the Book of Revelation. “It implies focus and energy and the need for watchfulness in order to avoid having them taken away.” In other words, John’s incredible words in the Book of Revelation are not just to go in one ear and out the other. The implication is that you are to believe what you read. And put it into action. You are to heed the things which are written in it. In fact, all the uses of “tereo” in the Book of Revelation reiterate the importance of obedience in keeping and heeding the Word of Truth!

	 

	Why? Because if you read, hear, and keep what is written in Revelation, you will be blessed three times over. You’ll be reminded of your incredible future! You’ll be reminded that life is short, and you won’t waste your life. You’ll have it drilled into your head that God is sovereign over all things, including your pain, and if you do, you will never be the

	 

	
same. You will be changed. How? You will stop living for the stupid things of this world, and you’ll start living for God. You’ll stop freaking out every time things don’t go your way, and you’ll stop being casual in your walk with God. The next thing you know, you’ll be eager for attendance, eager for service, eager for worship, eager to witness, and you will never consider Jesus as your homeboy, lawn boy, or rockstar. You’ll begin to see Him as He really is. He is God in the flesh! He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The Creator of all and Master of the universe.

	He knows what He’s doing, He never gets it wrong. He’s got the whole world and your life in His hands. He’s got a great future in store for you. And that will make you extra fortunate and spiritually prosperous, with joy.

	 

	Therefore, continually read, continually hear, continually take to heart these things that are written in this book. The question is, will you be a genuine Christian or a Christian who makes smoke signals from their back end?

	 

	
	1 Corinthians 3:12-15: “If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”



	 

	Wow! What a sad way to finish. Again, here’s Jesus, here’s my shell collection. And so, the choice is yours. This is what God is trying to protect us from. He’s trying to bless us, to be a Makarios Christian, not a shell collection, smoking Christian. How? If you continually read this book, if you continually hear these words, if you continually put into action what’s in here, you’ll stop blowing smoke out of your back end, and you’ll start storing up treasure in heaven. This is so serious that the text actually says you had better hurry up and decide now. The time is ticking; there’s urgency to this! For the time is near.

	 

	
Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written herein; for the time is near.”

	 

	The time is near. The Greek word for “time” is not “chronos” – a common word for time, The Greek word used is “kairos” – “the season or epoch.” The Greek word for “near” – “eggus” (eng-goos) means – “a time that is imminent and soon to come pass.” Literally – “a time that is guaranteed or that which is absolute.” So, stir it all together, and here’s what you get. The period that John is about to reveal is for sure going to happen. It is the next Epoch on God’s prophetic plate. It is the next season on God’s divine calendar. And it is certain to take place.

	 

	So, what is it? What next event on God’s Divine Calendar does God want us to desperately know about that will bless us and save us from heartache? That came from the very throne of God, that He entrusted to the Son of God, Who then gave it to an Angel of God, Who then gave it to a top disciple of God, Who then verifies it is the Word of God speaking the Words of God, and then comes with a three-fold blessing?

	 

	It’s called the Rapture, and the events that follow! Chapter 4 – “Come up here.” Then Chapter 6 foretells the coming judgments of God that will utterly destroy this world, preparing it for the next world, with Jesus ruling and reigning and renovating the planet. Leading us to Paradise that will never end. That season is near! It is for sure to happen! After the Rapture, here’s what is coming.

	 

	Grace for Purpose: “The Bible reveals to us three phases or sets of judgments sent by God throughout the Tribulation period. These separate phases continue to get worse as the timeline moves forward. Seal number one – a white horse. This first seal starts with what are known as the four horsemen of the apocalypse. A rider is seen on this horse with a bow, and he is headed out to conquer. He’s also given a crown upon his head. Many believe that this is the antichrist. This would make sense because the rider from seal number one appears to be directly mimicking what we gather from the return of Jesus in Revelation 19:1. The antichrist is meant to be

	 

	
in the place of Christ. So, it makes sense that he would do everything in his power to appear to be our savior.

	 

	Seal number two – a red horse. This rider comes on the scene to take peace from the earth. A large sword is given to the rider of the red horse. This symbolizes warfare.

	 

	Seal number three – a black horse. This rider is holding a set of scales. This represents severe famine. Things at this time will cost an astronomical amount of money. People will spend an entire day’s wage on basic food just for survival. Imagine how hungry people will be in this time period. Imagine if one whole day of pay went to a bowl of cereal.

	Imagine if a loaf of bread was a week’s worth of pay. People will be tired and miserable at this time, not only from warfare, but from famine.

	 

	Seal number four – a pale horse. The color here, translated as pale, can be thought of as faint yellow or green. The color is thought to provoke images of sickly and dying flesh. This horseman is actually given a name, death, and hell/hades is said to follow. This undoubtedly is representing the major death that will take place at this time. This will be terrifying for the people who are alive and hardly hanging on as it is. Death is given the authority to kill 25% of people on the earth with famine, weapons, pestilence, and even wild beasts. This is truly a scene that will be so that no novel or movie could possibly paint a picture so troubling.

	 

	Seal number five – The saints who were killed for their faith in Christ are seen in heaven. These people are given white robes and are told to rest. They are also seen pleading with God, that He would avenge their deaths.

	 

	Seal number six – great earthquake and darkness. The Apostle John tells us the incredible things he sees in Revelation 6:12-16. A terrible earthquake causes the earth to split, and mountains and islands move locations. A major earthquake would be enough to frighten anyone, but the fear only heightens as people look up to see the sky vanishing, the sun being darkened, and a blood moon. At the sixth seal, people are really feeling the darkness that has filled the earth. Every person alive is fearful

	 

	
at this point. So much, to where they’re hiding in the rocks, begging for a cover and shield from the eyes of Jesus Christ.

	 

	Seal number seven – this seal unfolds and there is silence for half an hour in Heaven. Everything is quiet. This does not seem severe, but this is calm before the storm. This is the final seal that is opened to usher in the second phase of God’s judgment.

	 

	Trumpet number one – what is worse than hail? Hail that is fire. What is worse than hailing fire? Hailing fire mixed with blood. That is what happens here at the first trumpet. This causes one third of the earth to be completely burnt to a crisp.

	 

	Trumpet number two – Revelation 8:8 says, ‘The second angel blew his trumpet and something like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea and a third of the sea became blood.’ Notice that the ocean does not just turn red or look like blood. It says the ocean actually becomes blood. Because of this, a third of the sea creatures die and a third of the ships on the sea are destroyed.

	 

	Trumpet number three – a great star which many believe to be an asteroid which is on fire, falls from the sky and crashes into the earth. This falls onto a third of the rivers and springs. This falls on fresh drinking water.

	This star is called Wormwood, and many people die from drinking this water that turns bitter.

	 

	Trumpet number four – this is very similar to seal number six that brings about darkness. This trumpet brings about even more darkness than had previously existed. A third of the sun is struck, a third of the moon and a third of the stars. This causes both day and night to produce 33% less light than they are already producing by this point. Again, like we see through the Tribulation, things just keep getting darker and darker, literally and metaphorically.

	 

	Trumpet number five – this trumpet causes a star to fall from Heaven. He is given a key to hell below, where he literally opens a portal to hell.

	 

	
Smoke billows out like a furnace, followed by locusts that are much worse than the locusts you see in the Book of Exodus. These locusts begin harming all the plants and anyone who does not have the seal of God like the 144,000 we saw. They torment those alive for 5 months. And the pain they inflict is like being stung by a scorpion. They are not allowed to kill anyone who is tortured because the Bible tells us that in these days people will desire to die but will not be able to take the easy way out. In a way, this foreshadows hell. Hell will be an everlasting conscious torment that never ends and can never be escaped.

	 

	Trumpet number six – the four angels bound in the Euphrates River are released. These are demons that were prepared by God for this very moment. They lead an army of 200 million horse riders, and their horses have the ability to release fire, sulfur, and smoke from their mouths. One third of the population is killed. The number of people left on the earth continues to dwindle down.

	 

	Trumpet number seven – the temple of God in Heaven opens with flashes of lightning, hail and an earthquake. This sets the stage for introducing the last phase of God’s judgement.

	Bowl number one – when this bowl is poured out, every person who has the mark of the beast receives severely painful sores/boils.

	Bowl number two – this is poured into the sea and turns it into blood. At this point, all sea life dies.

	 

	Bowl number three – this is poured into the rivers and springs. Now every last drop of fresh water becomes blood as well.

	 

	Bowl number four – this bowl surprisingly is poured out onto the sun. This causes the sun to burn so hot that people become scorched. This makes people blaspheme His name ever the more, and still without any repentance.

	 

	
Bowl number five – this bowl is poured out onto the throne of the beast. When this happens, the entire kingdom is plunged into darkness.

	 

	Bowl number six – here the Euphrates River dries up. Also, demons begin performing signs. They align themselves and prepare to fight against the Lord at His arrival.

	 

	Bowl number seven – this final bowl is poured into the air. A loud voice proclaims, ‘It is done!’ The worst earthquake that mankind has ever seen takes place at this moment. Jerusalem is split into three parts and the rest of the cities of the nation’s fall. Islands and mountains disappear. There is total destruction all around. The people left are still shouting blasphemies about God and hailstones weighing around 100 pounds start falling on them.

	 

	After all these judgments, Jesus returns and sets things right. If you are not saved, you can settle this today by admitting your sins before Christ and asking Him to save you. If you are saved, let’s use all of this as motivation to reach the lost. All these things we looked at are directly ahead of us. They could easily happen in our lifetime or begin at any moment.”

	 

	People can scoff and mock all they want, but God’s Word in the Book of Revelation is clear. After the Rapture, that is for sure going to happen. It is the next thing on God’s prophetic calendar, and it is certain to take place. The question is – Are you ready???

	 

	“The message is clear in the Book of Revelation. It is a compelled urgency. The time is near. It’s on the horizon. It’s imminent. The next great epoch of God’s redemptive history is soon to come to pass.

	 

	The Holy Spirit is endeavoring to force everybody in the Church from the time this was written to live in the light of the fact that THIS is the next event. And since we don’t know when it’s going to happen, we have to live as if it were going to happen in the immediate future.

	 

	
This is not a concept unfamiliar to Scripture. God can say it’s near, and yet somebody’s going to say, “Well, two thousand years have passed.

	Does God really mean what He says?” Yes, if you understand that near means next.

	 

	What might seem a long time to you, is very brief to God, since with Him a day is as a thousand years, a thousand years as a day. Even though two thousand years have passed, it’s still near. In fact, it’s nearer now than it ever was. It’s been two thousand years, but that’s just two days to God.

	 

	He’s coming. The next great era of God’s redemptive history is near.

	 

	And note, those that read, hear and heed, are all in the present tense calling for these actions to be our lifestyle. Revelation should never be “one and done,” but should be read again and again!

	 

	And why not?

	Is it not encouraging to read that Jesus wins?

	Is it not encouraging to know that when trials and afflictions assail us that it is the sure hope that Jesus will be triumphant over all evil and evildoers which enables us to keep on keeping on!

	So, when was the last time you read Revelation? Read it and be encouraged and filled with hope for your future!

	 

	The time of the end of this present evil age, which will end with the triumphant return of Jesus Christ as King of kings and Lord of lords! And so, the question is, “Are you ready to meet Him? Do you know Him as your Savior/Redeemer, or do you know Him only as Judge?”

	 

	There is no middle ground. If you know Jesus only as Judge, then today is your day of salvation, today is the acceptable time. Don’t put off receiving Him as your Savior, because no one else can save you from the wrath to come.

	 

	
Yet, most of the world (including sadly many in the professing Church) will continue to scoff at John’s words that the time is near, even as Peter prophesied, they would ask, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”

	 

	Dear skeptic, don’t procrastinate, for your eternity hangs in the balance and you are being kept back from the flames of eternal torment by nothing but a “spider’s web” of God’s grace! But when the web of grace “breaks,” it will be too late!”

	 

	And that’s the sad thing, because Jesus said, ‘most people won’t be

	ready.’

	 

	Luke 17:26-30: “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all.”

	 

	You know. They said, “Hey Marge, I think it’s time we paint the house.” Or “Let’s redo our backyard.” Or “Isn’t it about time we buy new furniture?” “I’ve got to go wax the car!” “Look at my shells…my golf swing…my boat.” When everything is about to be destroyed. That’s dumb! And yet that mindset is here today. Not only in the world, but even in the apostate Church. Why? Because they’re not reading and teaching Revelation!

	 

	
 

	Chapter Five

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:4-5a

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Behold, the coming New World Order of Jesus Christ. That’s what’s in this Book! Again, who, in their right mind wouldn’t want to study Revelation. It’s full of great news, right? So, we’re going to continue that amazing journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1-5: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw, that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John, to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.”

	 

	Wow, lots to unpack here, kind of sounds important. That’s because it is! Not to mention a great blessing! How many want to be blessed in your walk with God? Then read this Book! But as we have seen, people don’t, and they get it horribly wrong. Why? There are several

	 

	
reasons they get the Book of Revelation totally wrong. It’s their attitude, their approach, and their apprehension. Either they think they can’t understand it, it’s doom and gloom, or it’s bad for you, which stems from their bad attitude.

	 

	But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, wow! You see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news of how God will not only stop all the evil and suffering, but for those who are saved, they are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future, and that is what we have seen in the prior four chapters.

	 

	Revelation 1:1: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	The Revelation of Jesus Christ. Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book; it’s a revelation. But the question is – A revelation of what? What is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The real risen Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you. It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that – concealing. How? By not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! This book also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into, by saying that God is our buddy, our homeboy, our lawn boy, or rock star. Not the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Master of the universe, the one who reigns over all creation. This lack of teaching of the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus and produces a rotten testimony, as you can see here.

	 

	“We don’t really want a savior, not the real one. We want just enough Jesus to feel safe, but not enough to be changed. We want just enough Jesus to get to Heaven. But not enough to bring Heaven to earth. Just enough to inspire us on Sunday, but not enough to transform us Monday through Saturday. Just enough to bless our plans, but not enough to break

	 

	
us and rebuild us in his. Just enough Jesus to wear a cross, but not enough to carry one. But here’s the truth. If our Jesus never confronts us, never challenges us, never changes us, then that’s not the Jesus of the Bible.

	That is a glorified selfie with a halo, a build a bear version of God, customized, comfortable, powerless. We don’t get to remix Jesus and still expect Him to save us. We have to receive Him for who He is. Because who He is, is exactly what we need. If we never meet the real Jesus, we’ll spend our lives following a counterfeit. And he didn’t come to be made in our image. He came to make us into his. The real Jesus still saves, but only the real one.”

	 

	And the real one is what you get from the Book of Revelation. But that’s not what you get in most Churches today because they won’t teach the Book of Revelation that gives you the real Jesus. The Book of Revelation will not allow this, just enough, casual attitude towards Jesus. Because Jesus Christ is coming back as a mighty warrior, not some namby-pamby religious buddy, where it’s all about you, doing the bare minimum. It’s about Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Master of all. Who is alone, worthy of our worship. He is the only one who can save you from eternal damnation in hell. This is the “other side” of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today.

	 

	This is why God tells us just how important this book, this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. Declaring to the whole world that they’re about to be decimated by God because of their wickedness and rebellion towards God. And that this judgment begins with the House of God. It’s a message that comes from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual Angel of God, that was then given to a top disciple of God. In verse 2, John says it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God, and then in verse 3, he says there’s an amazing three-fold blessing attached to it.

	 

	Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written herein; for the time is near.”

	 

	
Greek: Blessed [is] the one who is continually reading and the one who is continually hearing the words of this prophecy and who is continually keeping the things which have been written in it because, the season is certain!

	 

	And yet, people continually reject this Book. These are the 7 blessings in the Book of Revelation, which show us just how many blessings are in this book if you just read it. No other book is like this! But again, what is the attitude towards this book in the Church? It’s not a blessing, it’s torment, doom and gloom, it’s a pain, a chore, a book of confusion. It’ll divide your Church, you’ll go insane, you’ll lose your mind. “I didn’t come here to hear this!” When God Himself declares that if we read, hear, and keep the Words in this amazing Book continually, then we will be spiritually prosperous with joy. Isn’t that great? Literally, we will be extra fortunate if we do so! So, the questions are: what are the blessings promised if we read, hear, and keep what is written in this Book?

	 

	Well, the 1st blessing is that we get to know the future. Christians alone can get a complete timeline of man’s history. We alone get an accurate account of where we came from, all the way to the end. We are the only ones who can accurately see the totality of the future. And we get that in the Bible along with the Book of Revelation. It’s right here to bless us for free, and the keyword there is free. Because even the lost want to know the future. Yet, they go to psychics and not only get lied to, but they pay through the nose! And if that’s not bad enough, the Church, which refuses to teach the Book of Revelation, so they can know the future, is now combining abominable occult practices in the Church to supposedly discern people’s future, like a psychic. Listening to so-called modern prophets who also have just as horrible a track record as the psychics do, and who are in a heap of trouble with God.

	 

	So, the question is – what future things does God share with us in Revelation that will specifically bless our socks off three times over? God promises us a new future body, a new future nature, a new future experience, a new future ministry, a new future pet, and a new future relationship, specifically with God. One day, our relationship with God is

	 

	
forever changed. No more invisible stuff, no more hoping He is there, no more wondering if He’s there. Or is He listening, caring, or watching over us? He will be right there, always by our side intimately, never leaving us, nor forsaking us, wiping away every tear, making sure there will be no more death, or mourning, or crying, or pain, or suffering, no more persecution, no more devil, no more demons, and no more spiritual warfare. For the old order of things has passed away. Behold, God has made all things new, and nobody, not even yourself, can take it away! It is all guaranteed by the Risen Christ.

	 

	And then we saw two more blessings. We get to know that life is short. And believe it or not, that’s a great lesson to learn today. If we remind ourselves that we are saved for eternity, not just this temporary time or the things of earth, it will save us from so much self-inflicted heartache. This Book shows us that life is short, that nothing today will last forever, and that wrath is coming upon humanity. He’s going to decline everything on this planet. Therefore, don’t invest all your time, treasure, talents, and tongues in your short time here on earth and the things of this earth. Live for eternity! Because that is the only thing that lasts forever! Where moths and rust do not destroy, where thieves do not break in and steal. Don’t waste your life! Become a useful Christian, as this man shares.

	 

	“What a horrible thing it would be to see Him one day as He is and to realize that in your life you sold Him so cheaply, that you traded Him for so many things, like children playing marbles with diamonds. Many of you here would say Jesus Christ is Lord, but you live as though he’s not. Who would watch your life and say, ‘Who would watch your life?’ Think about it, young person. Who would watch your life and say, Jesus is Lord of that one. That one believes that Christ is everything. That one believes that Christ is life itself. He says that there’s none who understands. There’s none who seek for God. They have turned aside. Together they have become useless. Let me ask you a question. How useful are you to God?

	How do you serve Him? What is it you actually do? Isn’t it amazing? We have, you know, we have so reduced this down that we pat ourselves on the back if we go once a week and listen to someone else praise Him. How

	 

	
do you serve God? Write it out on paper. Now, what do you do? And if you can’t write much, if you can’t say anything, then what does it mean?

	You’re useless. You’re absolutely useless to God. You do nothing in His name for His glory. Useless answer, is that you? Well, I read my Bible. Does that make you useful? I go to Church. Are you useful? Do you see that when you really look at what He’s saying, it can be quite painful.”

	 

	But it’s a message the apostate Church needs to hear. This is what you get from the Book of Revelation. It will protect you from becoming useless. Yet, how many Christians live like that? After all that Christ has done for you, you offer Him shells, a boat, a great golf swing, and uselessness. And that’s the problem, most American Christians, or should I say, Churchgoers, don’t invest their time, treasure, talents, and tongues in eternity, but everything this short amount of time here on earth has to offer. So, here’s the point. No wonder you’re stressed, not blessed. No wonder you’re messed up spiritually. You’re not reading the Book of Revelation that tells us that life is short. Nothing here lasts forever, and there is a wrath coming upon humanity, and God’s going to decimate all things on this planet. So, don’t waste your life. Live for eternity, which lasts forever. So that, if you do, you’ll be useful to the Kingdom and have something to offer Jesus other than just enough with useless living and useless shells, a useless boat, or useless golf swings. That’s what you get when you read the Book of Revelation.

	 

	The 3rd blessing we are promised from God if we read, hear, and take to heart the Book of Revelation is that We Get to Know that God is Sovereign. One of the most comforting truths in Scripture, outside of Eternal Security, is that God is Sovereign over all things. It comforts our hearts in this world of suffering, and knowing that is what keeps us from freaking out and losing our witness. This is what we learn from the Book of Revelation. If God’s got the 7-year Tribulation under control, the worst time in the history of mankind, then I think He’s got even my worst times under control. If God’s got the whole world’s future mapped out for good reasons and great purposes, then I think He’s got my whole future mapped out for good reasons and great purposes. Right? Of course. That’s the obvious conclusion! This is what we learn from the Book of Revelation.

	 

	
And that includes our pain. He’ll work it around together for good. Trust Him! But nope, you won’t touch it with a ten-foot pole. No wonder you’re stressed up, not blessed up. No wonder you’re messed up spiritually.

	You’re not reading the Book of Revelation.

	 

	Then we saw that God wants us to be continually blessed! But if that’s going to happen, then you must do what the text says. Are you casually reading or continually reading? Are you listening at all? And most importantly, are you retaining and putting into action what you are continually reading and hearing? And if you are, you will never be the same; you will be changed! You will stop living for the stupid things of this world, and you’ll start living for God. You’ll actually become useful. You’ll stop freaking out every time things don’t go your way, and you won’t lose your witness. You’ll stop being casual in your walk with God. The next thing you know, you’ll be eager for attendance, eager for service, eager for worship, eager to witness, and you will never consider Jesus as your homeboy! You’ll begin to see Him as He really is!

	 

	He is God in the flesh; He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The creator of all and Master of the universe. He knows what He’s doing. He never gets it wrong. He’s got the whole world and your life in His hands. He’s got a great future in store for you. And that will make you extra fortunate and spiritually prosperous with joy. And we learn all this from the Book of Revelation. It’s the antidote needed to a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, ineffective Church today, that’s forgotten its future in Christ that He won for us. How? By not reading, teaching, or preaching the Book of Revelation. As good as all that is, there are even more great things God wants to give us when we read this book.

	 

	Revelation 4:4: “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne.”

	 

	Greek: John [writing] to the seven Churches [that is} to the ones in Asia. Grace to you and peace from the One Being and the One Who Existing in

	 

	
the past and the One [Who is continually} Coming [forth]! And, from the seven [manifestations of the] Spirit which [is attending] before His throne.

	 

	We actually have something interesting going on in this verse. We see that John says hello, then God says hello, then the Spirit says hello.

	Again, showing us yet another layer of importance. John is saying this message is not from a rock star, a sports figure, a Hollywood actor or actress, or even President Trump. This is literally how it goes. “Hi, I’m John speaking on behalf of God the Father and God the Spirit.” So, listen up. Then John reminds us to whom this Book is written. To the seven Churches in the province of Asia. He already said to show His servants what must take place in verse 1. But he repeats it to the audience and to the recipients of the seven Churches in the province of Asia. That’s us, folks.

	 

	This unveiling, the Book of Revelation, this other side of Jesus wasn’t given to show this world, it wasn’t given to show those nasty people out there, it was given to show His servants, us, the Church. It’s important to us. Because through it, God not only wants to give us a threefold blessing, but also wants to give us even more. Grace and peace to you. So here we see that through the Book of Revelation, God wants to bless us and now grace us.

	 

	Grace – “charis” means – “to give and to give and to give (gifting)” This shows us that the One Who is addressing us, wants to gift us. This is a spiritual gift, not merely a material gifting. And that’s our problem. We’d rather have a material gift than a spiritual gift. But He not only wants to grace us, He wants to give us peace.

	 

	Literally – “It speaks of the merciful kindness by which God, exerting His holy influence upon souls, turns them to Christ, keeps them, strengthens them, and increases their Christian faith, knowledge, affection, and kindles them to the exercise of Christian virtue.”

	 

	Wow! That’s a pretty big gift! Literally means – “to give and to give and to give (to be gifting).” On top of God wanting to bless us with

	 

	
the Book of Revelation, now we see He wants to grace us, or literally gift us with this book. So that we will experience greater joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, loveliness, goodwill, loving-kindness, favor, steadfastness, strength, faith, knowledge, and Christian virtue. Is that enough to get you into this book? What more does God have to do? This shows us that the One Who is addressing us wants to bless us and grace us with a gift that just keeps on giving, the Book of Revelation. Isn’t that amazing?

	 

	And that’s our problem. This is a spiritual gift, not a material one, and we would rather have a material gift than a spiritual one. How do I know? Church attendance. Every week, we have services to bless you and grace you. Every week, God wants to give you a gift. How? By having the whole counsel of God, the Bible, and the Book of Revelation taught to you. It is a gift from God. It is for your spiritual benefit. I didn’t say that God did!

	 

	
	2 Peter 1:3: “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of Him Who called us by His own glory and goodness.”



	And where do we get that knowledge of Him? In the Bible. It’s God’s gift to us. It’s one of the ways He blesses us and gives us grace. And that includes the Book of Revelation. John says right there, it’s to give and give and give and give and give. God gave the Book of Revelation as an ongoing gift that just keeps on giving. What gift? You know, all the wonderful things we need for life and godliness - Joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, loveliness, goodwill, loving-kindness, favor, steadfastness, strength, faith, knowledge, and Christian virtue.

	 

	But we don’t want that spiritual gift. We’re more concerned with the material than the spiritual. And how do I know? Sundays are erratic, Wednesdays are empty, and individual studies are apparently exempt.

	Because the Church world considers material more important than the spiritual. Churchgoers will read and study and learn just about anything else, other than that which they need for life and godliness. Which will bless them and grace them. News and current events, hobbies and

	 

	
interests, celebrity gossip, shopping information, books on topics – politics, history, or other subjects. Instead of the most exciting and important book on the whole planet. That can bless you and grace you. As you can see here.

	 

	This video has no words, but it shows all the different stories that are told in the Bible. The beginning is beautiful images of when God created the world, as shown in Genesis. But then in a world of perfection satan tempts Eve and its downhill from there. Noah and the flood cleaned the world of sin, but the lesson wasn’t comprehended because then we see the Tower of Babel, David and Goliath, David and Bethsheba, Daniel and the lions, Jesus walking on the water to calm the disciples during the storm. As we go further into the future, Jesus is crucified for our sins. Every story, every miracle, every word is in the one and only book, the Bible. But it’s not only history being told, it’s also the future. We can read about the Rapture, what is coming after the Rapture, the 7 year-Tribulation, and it’s all broken down in detail. Jesus returns to decimate what is left of the world and destroy all evil in the process.

	 

	Wow, what a book, and it’s all there. Everything we need for life and godliness, including the Book of Revelation. It’s God’s gracious gift to you. Greater joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, loveliness, goodwill, loving-kindness, favor, steadfastness, strength, faith, knowledge, and Christian virtue. Especially for a time like this. But you've got to be in the book. And as cool as that is, there’s even more. Now, John says God not only wants to bless us and grace us, but He also wants to give us peace, for such a time as this.

	 

	Grace and peace to you. Peace – Greek - “eirene” means “tranquilizing state of the soul.” Not just a calmness but a “tranquilizing peace.” It’s related to the Hebrew word “shalom.” Means wholeness – to be at peace in the soul – to be at peace inwardly - to be content. So, here we see, God not only wants to bless us, He not only wants to grace us, He wants to give us His peace, a tranquilizing kind of peace. Well, John starts off like this. 1 - Standard greeting, unlike modern letters, where we put our names at the end along with our salutations. Ancient letters did just the

	 

	
reverse. They put it all at the beginning. But contextually, John starts off like this… 2 – To remind us where Grace and Peace come from. Jesus is the Prince of Peace, promising a tranquilizing kind of peace “Eirene” “shalom” to all who would come to Him

	 

	John 14:7: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”

	 

	“The Book of Revelation reveals the grace of God and the peace of God. We don’t need to be frightened as we study this book; we can have the grace and the peace of God in our hearts.”

	 

	But again, herein lies our other problem. We not only read and study anything and everything, but God’s Word, including the Book of Revelation, to bless us and grace us, but neither do we seek peace from the only one who can give it to us. Jesus. Which is what the Book of Revelation is all about! Instead, we seek peace from anything and everything but Jesus! Man, government, money, nature, people, ourselves, laws, insurance plans, and retirements. Can any of those things ever give lasting peace? No! Then why do we seek peace in them?

	 

	Instead of continually seeking blessings and grace and now peace in the only one who can give it, Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. Which is what the Book of Revelation is all about. We seek peace in temporary things that make us constantly freak out! No wonder we’re not blessed up. No wonder we’re not graced up. No wonder we’re not peace-ed up. We’re going to the wrong source!

	 

	
	3 – “Why does John start off by saying God’s Grace and Peace to us?” To help us handle what we’re about to read. Remember, this book contains the other side of Jesus. It declares God’s Coming Judgment upon the world. It’s a message that heavily rebukes the Church in the next two chapters; after that, it’s a detailed account of the total annihilation of man brought on by his own wickedness and rebellion. Therefore, to handle this, John first gets us blessed up, graced up, and peace-ed up. Because God is



	 

	
about to judge this world. And judgment starts with the house of God, the Church. And you’re going to need His blessings, grace, and peace to handle what’s coming to both the world and the Church.

	 

	“As in all prophetic literature, there is a dual emphasis in the book of Revelation. It portrays Jesus Christ in His future glory along with the blessedness of the saints. It also depicts the judgment of unbelievers in Jesus Christ leading to their eternal damnation. Commentator Charles Erdman notes:

	 

	This is a book of judgments and of doom. The darker side of the picture is never for a moment concealed. God is just. Sin must be punished.

	Impenitence and rebellion issues in misery and defeat. Here there is no sentimental confusion of right and wrong. Here there is no weak tolerance of evil. There is mention of “the Lamb that hath been slain,” but also of “the wrath of the Lamb.” There is a “river of water of life,” but also a “lake of fire.” Here is revealed a God of love who is to dwell among men, to wipe away all tears, and to abolish death and sorrow and pain; but first his enemies must be subdued. Indeed, The Revelation is in large measure a picture of the last great conflict between the forces of evil and the power of God. The colors are lurid and are borrowed from the convulsions of nature and from the scenes of human history, with their battles and their carnage. The struggle is titanic. Countless hordes of demonic warriors rise in opposition to him who is “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Upon them “woes” are pronounced, “bowls” of wrath are poured out, and overwhelming destruction is visited. A brighter day is to come, but there is thunder before dawn.”

	 

	And we see this dual message in the Book of Revelation. Later, as Apostle John mentions, it’s a bittersweet message. Sweet because Jesus is coming back to rule and reign and put an end to all this evil suffering.

	Bitter because the bulk of the planet, including the bulk of mankind, is going to be annihilated! So, prepare us for this message. God gets us blessed up, graced up, and peaced up, and now John tells us why.

	 

	
John 1:4b: “From Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne.”

	 

	Literally - The One Who (right now exists) is ever existing and is always existing and Who tomorrow will be existing – No wonder we can be blessed up and graced up and peace-ed up in the midst of a bittersweet message. Judgment is coming upon the world. Judgment starts with the Church. No wonder we don’t have to freak out knowing what’s coming. Because God continually exists, which means - He never takes a vacation from us or the planet, He never won’t be there, He always just is! Again, this attribute of God mentioned in the Book of Revelation is given by John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to give us something else. We need to handle what’s coming. It blesses us, graces us, peace-ed us, and now it gives us assurance. Blessings, grace, peace, and now assurance. What an amazing Book. This is why the enemy is keeping us out of this Book. He’s trying to keep us from this truth that as God’s children, we are connected to the One who is ever existing and who will always exist. Who is not just sovereign but continually sovereign. Who never runs out of power. Who never lacks wisdom. Never does not know what to do. He never gets informed about anything, anyone, or any event at any time. He continually exists! He always exists! He will be existing tomorrow and the next day and the next day and the next day and the next day and so on!

	 

	Therefore, as His children, why are you worried about anything, including the future, when God is in control of everything??? And for those of you who don’t know, worry is doubt in action, and doubt is an attack on the character of God!

	 

	And this brings us to our third problem. We don’t experience God’s blessing. We don’t experience God’s grace. We don’t experience God’s peace. And we don’t experience His assurance. Because we’re not reading the Book of Revelation that gives all that to us! And you wonder why you’re worried. You wonder why you’re doubting God. You wonder why you’re freaking out! The ultimate assurance is to place one’s life in that which is unchangeable. And that is who Jesus is, as is revealed in this book.

	 

	
Hebrews 13:8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

	 

	And herein lies our problem. John greets us right off the bat here and reminds us that Jesus Christ is our security. He is the One Who (right now exists) is ever existing and is always existing and Who tomorrow will be existing. The ultimate security is to place one’s life in that which is unchangeable. This world looks for security in the things of this earth, which are temporal, and thus never have security. Christians are called to place their lives in the Lord, Who is by nature unchanging, and thus have true and lasting security. Therefore, take a chill pill! Even when it comes to the news that this world is going to blow up! So why does God want us to “take a chill pill”? So, we will remain in a position to be fruitful while we can.

	 

	Remember, John is giving us this message so we, the Church, can get the message out! Given to His servants to show what must soon take place. To the seven Churches in Asia, He tells us the audience and the recipients. To give this message out, to give this message away, to inform, not to hide, not to ignore, not to act like it’s not going to happen. But to deal with it and be useful for the Kingdom by getting the message out. The world needs to know this. The Apostate Church needs to know this. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel!

	 

	Revelation 1:4: “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you, from Him who is and who was and who is to come.”

	 

	Jesus IS coming, but the question is, are you ready, are you watching, and most importantly, are you being useful instead of useless? Unfortunately, most of the Churches are not only not reading the Book of Revelation, so they can be useful, but they’re also not being blessed up, graced up, peaced up, and assured up. Rather, they are avoiding the Book of Revelation and are actually fulfilling Bible prophecy in a negative way. Instead of being useful, they have become apostates.

	 

	
“The year is 2025, the world has changed and so has the Church. But not all of these changes are cause for celebration. While many celebrate a new spiritual age, a silent threat has taken hold within the once sacred walls. This is a growing apostasy, a massive departure from Biblical truth that is no longer hidden, but proudly displayed at altars, in conferences, and on live broadcasts. Today in the name of progress, doctrines alien to the gospel are promoted. Titles never instituted by God, such as modern apostles, are celebrated, and messages centered on man rather than Christ, are preached. What was once considered heresy, is now applauded as a revelation. But this decline didn’t happen overnight. It was a subtle progressive process prophesied centuries ago by the apostles.”

	 

	I Timothy 4:1: “In later times, some will abandon the faith to follow deceptive inspirations and devilish doctrines.”

	 

	“Apostasy advances unchecked. But scandalized yesterday is celebrated today. And the most serious thing is that it doesn’t come from the world, but from within the Church. Ministers who preach without truth, crowds who applaud without repentance, and a distorted gospel that no longer confronts. Sin has become normalized. Discernment has been lost. And biblical warning is being fulfilled before our eyes. This is not a time of confusion. It is the prophesied time of great apostasy. Dear listener, Apostasy has infiltrated the 21st century Churches, who have been its protagonists. And most disturbingly, what spiritual consequences it will bring for millions who follow these false paths. We will confront them with the Word because only the truth can awaken God’s people.”

	 

	And that’s what you get when you read or hear or take to heart the Book of Revelation. But when you don’t, and you cry out, it’s doom and gloom, it’s a torment, it’s a pain, a chore, a book of confusion, it’ll divide your Church, you’ll go insane, you’ll lose your mind, or “I didn’t come here to hear this.” You end up like that! Apostate! You miss out on being blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, and useful for the Kingdom of God.

	 

	
Now we come to see another reason why we can be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church. It’s not only because God continually exists, but it’s also because God is complete. And that’s what we see here – the seven spirits before His throne.

	 

	Revelation 1:4c: “and from the seven spirits before His throne.”

	 

	Seven spirits – better translated “seven-fold” spirit. It refers to Isaiah 11 - which speaks of the 7-fold characteristics of the Holy Spirit. Or the 7 manifestations of the Spirit that would be present in the Messiah.

	 

	Isaiah 11:1-2: “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD.”

	 

	So, now John is reminding us of another important character of Jesus that we see in the book of Revelation, that will enable us to stay blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, and assured up in the midst of the coming bittersweet news. And that is in Jesus, all things are complete! The number 7 denotes “completeness, perfection, and finality.” And that’s precisely what we see in the Bible and the Book of Revelation.

	
		God rested on the 7th day

		Israel Marched around Jericho 7 times

		Naaman dipped in Jordan 7 times

		7 years of famine in Joseph’s time

		Nebuchadnezzar insane for 7 years

		7 petitions in the Lord’s prayer

		7 loaves fed the multitude

		Jesus spoke 7 times from the cross



	 

	Everything is completely planned out – God is completely in control! And this is what we see in the Book of Revelation. First of all, number seven occurs 30 times in the Book of Revelation. There were…

	 

	

		7 Churches

		7 Spirits of God

		7 Golden Lampstands – which are the 7 Churches

		7 Stars – which are the 7 Messengers to the 7 Churches

		7 Seals – which opens the…

		7 Trumpets – which opens the…

		7 Bowls – which ends the Tribulation Wrath

		7 Angels

		7 Plagues

		7 Golden Bowls

		The Lamb had 7 horns (power)

		The Lamb had 7 eyes (All-knowing)

		7 Peals of Thunder

		7,000 people killed in an Earthquake

		7 Kings

		7 Mountains

		The Great Red Dragon had 7 heads and 7 diadems



	How many of you guys would say that God’s got everything completely under control and completely planned out? Therefore, take a chill pill! This is what we are reminded of in the Book of Revelation. God has completely orchestrated each key event and each key character at every point in the Tribulation. He has complete control of the characters. He has complete control of the judgments. Thus, nothing will reverse it.

	Nothing will stop it. Once it starts, it will be completed.

	So, the question is, why aren’t you blessed with this? Why aren’t you graced with this? Why aren’t you at peace with this? Why aren’t you assured of this? The Book of Revelation drives home the point that God’s plan and punishment are complete. He is completely in control. He does everything completely perfectly.

	 

	So, what are you freaking out over and becoming useless to the Kingdom? Going Apostate! Take a chill pill. Or could it be the reason why you’re freaking out and being a useless Christian is that you’re not

	 

	
reading, hearing, and taking to heart what’s written in this book? Therefore, you don’t think God’s going to judge this world. You don’t think God is going to judge the Church. You’re in La La Land, acting just like the world. Thinking the boat is not going down and everything will always continue as it always has. If you believe that, you’re not only in for a rude awakening, but that is what John is trying to spare us from. Being useless, full of grief, and apostate instead of getting the message out as this guy did.

	 

	“At the time of the sinking of the Titanic, one of our great American Preachers was in Belfast, Ireland. The Titanic had been built in Belfast, and there was great local pride over the mighty ship. She had been heralded far and wide as “the unsinkable ship.”

	 

	Sixteen members in the Church of Belfast, all skilled mechanics, went down with her. The mayor said that Belfast had never been in such grief as that which came over this terrible tragedy.

	 

	When the news was finally verified that the gallant ship was certainly lost, so deep was the grief that it is said strong men met upon the streets, grasped each other’s hands, burst into tears, and parted without a word.

	The visiting American Preacher preached the Sunday after the tragedy in the Church to which the sixteen members who had been lost belonged. Not only was the building packed with peoples but on the platform were lords, bishops, and ministers of all denominations. In the audience, newly-made widows were sitting, and orphans were sobbing on every side.

	 

	The great preacher took as his subject, “The Unsinkable Ship.” But he did not apply that term to the Titanic which on her first voyage had gone out into the Atlantic and crashed into an iceberg, carrying her precious cargo of human lives down to a watery death.

	 

	No, the preacher’s message was about that other “unsinkable ship” – the frail boat on the sea of Galilee, unsinkable because the Master of land and sea was asleep on a pillow in the back of the vessel.

	 

	
Thank God He still lives and rides the billows and controls the storms, and when the children of men take their only true Pilot back on board, we will ride out the present storms, and He will bring the vessel through to the fair harbor of our hopes.”

	 

	Question - How many people think this world is unsinkable? How many people think God will never bring judgment on their behavior, including the Church? Only those who ride in the unsinkable ship of Galilee, Jesus Christ, will not only survive but will be blessed up, graced up, peaced up, and assured up in the coming storms. This is what John is trying to do; this is what we get when we read this Book.

	 

	Revelation 1:5: “And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and releases us from our sins by His blood.”

	 

	GREEK: [Grace and Peace] also from Jesus Christ, the witness of the faithful, the Preeminent Offspring, [Who came forth] from the dead ones, the Ruler over the kings of the earth. To the One loving us [Who] even freed us from our sins by means of His blood.

	Now we see another interesting thing. Now we’re greeted by the whole trinity, giving us yet another layer of importance of this book.

	God the Father – Him Who is, Who was, and Who is to Come God the Spirit – And from the seven-fold Spirit before His throne God the Son – And from Jesus Christ

	 

	Showing us again the importance of this Book. The whole Trinity is greeting us. Get into this book!

	 

	“Here comes an affirmation of this book by the Trinity. Why?

	 

	Because God of course, and Christ of course, and the Holy Spirit of course are the source of blessings, grace, peace, and assurance.

	 

	
So, here’s an affirmation from the whole Trinity saying, “I validate this book (GOD) and I (GOD) am what you need both now and to also deal with what is about to come.”

	 

	Which leads us to another reason we can be at ease amid hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church. It’s not only because God continually exists, that God is complete, but that God is also faithful. And that’s what we see here, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness.

	 

	Faithful – Greek – “pistos” means – “one who is trustworthy, who shows themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the execution of commands, or the discharge of official duties.” And so, what was Jesus faithful or trustworthy to discharge and execute? He was a faithful witness.

	 

	Witness – Greek – “martus” (martyr) means “To give a testimony, to affirm what one has seen, heard, or experienced, to testify before a judge.” So here we see John now reminds us that Jesus is trustworthy to give us an accurate witness to the character of God the Father. If you want to see what the character of God looks like, where do you go? You go to the Son. You look to the Son, if you’ve seen Jesus, you’ve seen the Father!

	“Do you want to know what God is? You can look at Jesus Christ and know exactly what God is.

	 

	“No man has seen the Father at any time, but the only begotten Son who was in the bosom of the Father, He hast manifested Him, made Him known” (John 1:18).

	 

	So that when Philip said to Him, “Lord just show us the Father and we will be satisfied.”

	 

	And He said, “Have I not been so long a time with you and haven’t you seen Me. Philip don’t you realize that He who has seen Me has seen the Father”(John 14:9).

	 

	
Jesus Christ is the faithful witness of who and what God is.”

	 

	In other words, He is God in the flesh. If you’ve seen Him, you’ve seen the Father. This is what you get in the Book of Revelation.

	It’s all about Jesus Christ, Who accurately portrays the Father. If you want to know who God is, look to Jesus, and read the Book of Revelation. It will show you who Jesus and God are really like. And dare I say is desperately missing in the Church today, because they’re not reading the Book!

	 

	And here’s the point: why is John telling us this? That Jesus Christ is the faithful witness of God? Because we are to do the same! Jesus is a faithful witness to God. We are to be a faithful witness to Jesus. When you see Jesus, you see God. When people see us, they see Jesus. Do you get it? Again, John is giving us this message so we, the Church, can get it out!

	Given to His servants to show what must soon take place! To the seven Churches in Asia. He tells us the audience and the recipients. To give this message out, to give this message away, and to inform. Not to hide, not to ignore, not to act like it’s not going to happen, but to deal with it and be useful for the Kingdom by getting the message out.

	 

	The world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment coming. The apostate Church needs to know this, the real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel. You are to be a faithful witness of God’s message just like Jesus was!

	 

	“We too are called to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. That is, it should be that people could look at you and know exactly what Jesus is like. That is God’s intent and purpose for your life. That is what the Spirit is seeking to accomplish in conforming you into the image of Christ. So that as the Spirit’s work is complete in me, I will respond as He responds.

	I will love as He loves. I will forgive as He forgave. I will be His representative. I will be His true and faithful witness. The witness of what He is. What He is about to do. upon the world and the Church.”

	 

	
Which leads to another thing God wants to give us, to help us declare with, and deal with, this bittersweet message to the world and the Church. He not only wants you to be blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, but now faithed up. The faithfulness of Jesus also means that He will do what He says He will do! He will not lie; He will not renege on His Promises. He’s not like the devil, who’s the father of lies. He’s God Almighty, Who cannot lie. He’s not just the Way, and the Life, but He is Truth itself. Therefore, what He says He will do, He will do.

	 

	And so, maybe some of you need to be reminded of a few things about God’s faithfulness. So, you can be useful, and not useless. And that the Book of Revelation intends for you to be blessed up, graced up, peaced up, and assured up. And now faithed up for such a time as this. Maybe you’re thinking, okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. What if I’m not really saved? What if I’m fooling myself? What if I’m left behind? What if I have to die for my faith?

	AAAAAAAHHHHHHH! Take a chill pill, will you! Why? Because Jesus Christ is Faithful and what Jesus says He will do! 1st - He is faithful to forgive you!

	
	1 John 1:9: “He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”



	Romans 8:1: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

	 

	Romans 8:1: “Therefore, now, there is not even one bit, of condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”

	 

	Micah 7:19: “He will again have compassion on us and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”

	 

	Isaiah 43:25: “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your sins.”

	 

	
Hebrews 8:12: “I will be merciful in the case of their unrighteousness, and their sins I will in no wise remember anymore.”

	 

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. What if I’m not really saved? What if I’m fooling myself? What if I’m left behind? What if I must die for my faith? Take a chill pill because Jesus Christ is faithful to be with you and save you forevermore!

	 

	Hebrews 13:5: “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”

	 

	Hebrews 13:5: “For He Himself has said, and the statement is on record, I will not, I will not cease to sustain and uphold you. I will not, I will not, I will not let you down.”

	 

	John 5:24: “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”

	 

	John 6:37: “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.”

	John 10:28: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.”

	Romans 8:35,38-39: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

	 

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. What if I’m not really saved? What if I’m fooling myself? What if I’m left behind? What if I have to die for my faith? Take a chill pill! Because Jesus Christ is Faithful to bring you home.

	 

	
John 14:1-3: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house there are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”

	 

	
	2 Timothy 4:18: “The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom.”



	 

	But wait a second, what if it’s a horrible, slow death? What if I’m tortured or burned alive for my faith? Will God be faithful to me?

	 

	“John Huss was a faithful Christian preacher who was chosen to be the Pastor of the Church of Bethlehem in Prague. Although he was raised and taught under the teachings of Roman Catholicism, he began to see from the Bible that these teachings were not only contrary to the Word of God, but they were actually leading people away from God.

	 

	So, as any good Pastor would do, he simply set about teaching and equipping his flock with the truth. And how was John rewarded for being a faithful Shepherd? The Roman Catholic authorities charged him with heresy and condemned him to die.

	The next thing you know, he was arrested, and put into a prison awaiting his trial where he was asked if he would recant his beliefs and submit to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church to which John replied, “No. I appeal to Jesus Christ Who is a Higher Judge of truth than any of you.”

	 

	So, at this, he was stripped of his clothes, degraded and mocked at with a paper dunce cap put on his head painted with devils and an inscription saying, “A ringleader of heretics” Then he was approached by the Catholic Bishop who declared, “Now we commit your soul to the devil.”

	 

	But John, lifting his eyes toward heaven, said, “But I commend my spirit into Your hands, O Lord Jesus Christ, in which You have redeemed!” and off to the stake he went.

	 

	
When the wood was piled up to his neck, they asked John if he would recant one more time to which he replied, “No. I never preached any doctrine of an evil tendency and what I taught with my lips I now seal with my blood.”

	 

	And so, the fire was lit whereupon John was engulfed in flames that leaped high into the air. But as they did, John, the faithful preacher of truth, simply sung a hymn with such a loud and cheerful a voice that he was heard well above the cracklings of the fire and the noise of the crowd.

	 

	And shortly after that, he was ushered into a place called heaven, a place reserved only for the faithful in Christ.”

	 

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. What if I’m not really saved? What if I’m fooling myself? What if I’m left behind? What if I have to die for my faith? Take a chill pill. Because Jesus Christ is Faithful to forgive you, be with you, and save you forevermore, and get you safely home to Heaven. And even give you victory over death. People of God, deal with it! The Rapture is near, judgment is coming, and the world is going to blow up. The Church is going into apostasy. It’s going to get worse before it gets better. But we can still be blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, and faithed up. And useful to the Kingdom, because we belong to Jesus Christ Who is Faithful. That is what you get from the Book of Revelation. Remember, this book wasn't given just so we wouldn’t freak out. It was given to us so we would be useful.

	 

	“The entire Book of revelation is a series of visions of Christ sent to this persecuted, disheartened apostle who is in exile. He’s a prisoner on a rockpile, and he’s a prisoner because of his preaching the gospel.

	 

	This is not only from Jesus Christ; John then turns the corner, this

	is about Him: “the faithful witness, the firstborn [from] the dead, the ruler of the kings of the earth.”

	 

	
The one who loves us, redeems us, makes us “a kingdom, priests to [our] God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	Question - Did John have it easy? Was he living the American dream? Did he have a nice house, a boat, a box of shells, and a great golf swing? No, but he was blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and useful for the Kingdom. Why? Because he was focused on Jesus, to whom the Book of Revelation is all about! He got to read it first, to show his servants what must soon take place to the seven Churches that were in Asia. Why? So, we would do the same thing. So, like him, we too can be useful, not useless. Yes, it’s a bittersweet message, but we need to be blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, and faithed up just like John, so we can get the message out. And that happens when you read the Book of Revelation! Because after the Rapture of the Church, what is coming to this planet is the greatest time of deception and horror ever seen. And the world and even the apostate Church will need us to be able to be faithful like Jesus, to get the message out. Because what they’re headed for is not good!

	 

	“It happened without warning. One moment, the world was normal, and then millions vanished. No goodbyes, no signs, no second chances. There was chaos, destruction, and no one knew what was coming next, until …”

	Antichrist: “This was not judgment. It was a transformation. Together we will rise from the ashes. One people, no more division. No more chaos.

	Only unity, under me.”

	 

	“The chaos stopped. The world healed. For the first time. It felt like peace. We called it progress. We called it unity. We adored him. It all seemed perfect. But then the mark came. Peace turned to pressure. Worship became law.?”

	 

	Antichrist: “No more waiting, I am your god now.”

	 

	
“They watched us, every move, every breath. And those who still believed, the ones who wouldn’t bow, they became the hunted. Then I saw them, the two, and I knew this wasn’t evolution. They were taken because they were ready and I was left behind.”

	 

	That’s the message we need to get out to the world and the apostate Church. They’re not ready. They’re in danger, like that guy, of being left behind. But for those of us who are saved or ready, be at ease. I’m not going to be there, and neither are you, but the world is, and the fakers in the apostate Church are. So, let’s be useful, not useless, while there’s still time. Get blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, and faithed up by reading the Book of Revelation, which empowers us to be faithful witnesses like Jesus for a time such as this, Amen?

	 

	As if that weren’t enough reasons to be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church, John now gives us even more. But we’ll continue that journey in the next chapter.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Six

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:5b-6

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Behold, the coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! That’s what’s in this book! Again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right?

	 

	Revelation 1:1-6: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw, that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John, to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever!”

	 

	Wow, lots to unpack here, sounds kind of important. And that’s because it is. Not to mention a great blessing! How many of you want to be blessed in your walk with God? Then read this book! But as we saw

	 

	
before, people don’t, and they get it horribly wrong. So, as we continue with the Introduction to the Book of Revelation, it will reveal why people don’t and get it horribly wrong!

	 

	As we have seen in the previous chapters, the reasons why people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is 1 – their attitude towards the Book. 2 – their approach is all wrong. 3 – their apprehension, they think they can’t understand it, it’ll never make sense. Then they’ll say it’s all doom and gloom, bad for you, which stems from their bad attitude. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation, and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news of how God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future.

	 

	Revelation 1:1: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	This book is a revelation concerning Jesus Christ. Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. But the question is, a revelation of what? What is being uncovered? What is the hidden thing being revealed? The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you; it’s not here to scare you; it is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed. And the American Church is doing just that, concealing, by not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ. This Book also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into. Saying that God is our buddy, our homeboy, our lawn boy, our rock star, not the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, Master of the Universe, and the One who reigns over all creation. This lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation feeds this misconception about Jesus and produces a rotten testimony, as you can see here.

	 

	“Well, the devil doesn’t care if you come to Church. The devil doesn’t care if you stand there and worship God. The devil doesn’t care if you lift your hands. The devil doesn’t care if you tip God. But if you start

	 

	
changing your life and being transformed, that’s when he cares. Too many people come to Church, they sit, they go home, they act no different, there is no change in their life, because they can’t accept any correction for their life. Because in our world, we just want to be liked the way we are with no change. That’s why people say my truth versus your truth. You know, it’s dumb. There’s only one truth and that’s the Word of God. But that’s what they’re saying. ‘You gotta love me the way I am cuz I’m not going to change.’ God says He loves you the way you are right now, but He wants you to change. He needs you to change to fulfill His purpose on this earth, to do His will on this earth.

	 

	That’s what you get when you read the Book of Revelation. God wants you to change, you need to change, it’s about Him, not you! But that’s not what you get in most Churches today. Why? Because they won’t teach the Book of Revelation that gives you the real Jesus, the real God, and your real purpose on earth. The Book of Revelation will not allow this “no change, just enough so I can do whatever I want, casual attitude” towards Jesus. Because Jesus Christ is coming back as a mighty warrior, not some namby-pamby religious buddy.

	 

	The Book of Revelation is all about Him, not you. His purposes, His rule, His reign, not yours! It’s about Jesus Christ, the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Master of all, who alone is worthy of our worship. This is the “other side” of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today. Which is why God tells us just how important this book is, unveiling the real Jesus Christ that’s written to the Church. And it’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was then given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual angel of God, that was then given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	Verse 2 tells us that John says, it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God. And then in verse 3, he says there’s a threefold blessing from God. And yet again, what is the attitude towards this book in the Church? It’s not a blessing, it’s not important, it’s a torment, doom and gloom, it’s a pain, a chore, a book of confusion, it’ll divide your Church, you’ll go insane, you’ll lose your mind, or “I didn’t

	 

	
come here to hear this!” When God Himself declares that if we read, hear, and keep the Words in this amazing Book continually, then we will be spiritually prosperous with joy. So, the question is, what are these blessings that we are promised if we read, hear, and keep what is written in this Book? Well, we get to know the future: that life is short and that God is sovereign. So, we won’t waste our lives on temporary things, get sucked into this wicked world system, and freak out, losing our witness, so that we will be useful, not useless, as this man shares.

	 

	“Happening in your heart is more important than what’s happening around your life. In every season of life there’s a lesson from God. Don’t complain about the outward circumstances. Let the Spirit of God teach you the lesson in this season and the Lord will take you to the next classroom. But some of you are stuck in the same classroom, and that’s why the Israelites stayed 40 years in the same classroom. Can you imagine being 40 years in the nursery? Oh man, I tell you the Israelites, spent 40 years in the wilderness. Why? Leaders, Moses, Aaron - 40 years. So, Paul is giving us this instruction while we do not look at the things which are seen physically, but at the things which are not seen in the spiritual realm. For the things which are seen or felt are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. That means we must not see through our senses, feelings, touch, sight, hearing, or our feelings. We must see through the Word of God. Why? Because the Word of God is a picture of the Spiritual reality. I know angels exist because the Bible says. I know there’s a throne in Heaven because the Bible says. I know I’m going to have a resurrected body one day because the Bible says. I know that when I pray, my prayers reach up to Heaven, because the Bible says. I know that the Holy Spirit is in me. I haven’t seen it, but I know it. Why? Because I see the unseen realm through the Word of God.”

	 

	That is what you see in the Book of Revelation. The unseen realm, the spiritual, the future. Just because you can’t see it now doesn’t mean that it’s not real. The Book of Revelation will show you the real Jesus, what is coming, the goodness and greatness of God, the eternal state, the unseen realm, the reward for the righteous, and the punishment of the

	 

	
wicked. So, you’ll live for eternity, in the unseen realm, and not waste your life on this visible realm and the temporary things of earth.

	 

	[image: Image]And yet, how many Christians are still stuck in the nursery, even after forty years? Because they’re not reading the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation that reveals the unseen realm and protects you from being useless instead of useful and making messes wherever you go. It stinks! Stop it! Get out of the nursery. Stop being a spiritual Baby Huey. Move on to maturity in Christ, do something useful for Jesus, don’t waste your life. Live for eternity. That’s what you get when you read this Book. It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly,

	ineffective Church today. In verse 4, John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	Revelation 1:4a: “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.”

	He already said in verse 1 - to show His servants what must soon take place, but he says it again here. The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. This unveiling in the Book of Revelation is the “other side” of Jesus. It was given to show, not this world, not those nasty people out there, it was given to show His servants, us, the Church. Because the world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment are coming. And the apostate Church needs to know this, the real Jesus, and the real danger they are in, and you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel.

	 

	Therefore, John got us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. He not only got us, but in verse 3 – he blessed us, in verse 4 – He graced us, and peaced us, and assured us.

	 

	
Revelation 1:4b: “Grace and peace to you, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne.”

	 

	John reminds us that God is not only our source of Grace and Peace through the Word and the Peace of Christ, but he also reminds us that God continually exists! Because He drills it into our heads that He never takes a vacation from us or the planet. He never won’t be there. He always just is! That as God’s children, we are connected to the One who is ever existing, and who will always exist. Who is not just sovereign but continually sovereign. Who never runs out of power. Who never lacks wisdom. He never doesn’t know what to do. He never gets informed about anything, anyone, or any event at any time. He continually exists; He always exists. He will be existing tomorrow, and the next day, and the next, and the next, and so on!

	 

	Then John tells us God is complete. And that’s what we see with the phrase “the seven spirits before His throne? 7 denotes “completeness, perfection, and finality.” And that’s what we see in the Bible and the Book of Revelation. He drills into our heads that God has completely orchestrated each key event character in each event of the Tribulation. He has complete control of the characters. He has complete control of the judgments. Thus, nothing will reverse it. Nothing will stop it. Once it starts, it will be completed. God’s plan and punishment are complete. That He is completely in control. He does everything completely perfect! So, what are you freaking out over and becoming useless to the Kingdom?

	Going apostate! Take a chill pill.

	 

	As His children, why are you worried about anything, including the future, when God is in control of everything? Stay useful! Get the message out! Again, these attributes of God are given by John to equip us to handle what’s coming in the bittersweet message. So, he gets us blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up. Then we saw in verse 5 – he gives us another one! He gets us faithed up!

	 

	Revelation 1:5a: “And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness.”

	 

	
God not only continually exists, but God is also complete, and John now reminds us that God is also Faithful. And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, Jesus is a Faithful witness to the character of God the Father. If you want to see what the character of God looks like, where do you go? You go to the Son. If you’ve seen Jesus, you’ve seen the Father! He is God in the flesh. If you’ve seen Him, you’ve seen the Father. And John is also telling us, we are to do the same! Jesus is a faithful witness to God. We are to be a faithful witness to Jesus. When you see Jesus, you see God. When people see us, they see Jesus. Do you get it?

	 

	Then we saw the faithfulness of Jesus also means that He will do what He says He will do! He will not lie. He will not renege on His Promises. He’s not like the devil, who’s the father of lies. He’s God Almighty Who cannot lie. He’s not just the way, and the life, but He is Truth itself. Therefore, what He says He will do! He’s going to do it!

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near! Take a chill pill! Because Jesus Christ is faithful to forgive you, He is with you, and saves you forevermore, and He will get you safely home to Heaven and even give you victory over death.

	 

	So, John is saying – deal with it! The Rapture is near, judgment is coming, and the world is going to blow up. The Church is going into apostasy. It’s going to get worse before it gets better! But we can still be blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, faithed up, and useful to the Kingdom by getting the bittersweet message out. They need to know it!

	 

	Remember, this book wasn't given just so we wouldn’t freak out. It was given to us so we would be useful. John is giving us this message so we, the Church, can get the message out. Give to His servants to show what must soon take place. To the seven Churches in Asia. Why?

	 

	
		To give this message out

		To give this message away

		To inform

		Not to hide



	 

	

		Not to ignore

		Not to act like it’s not going to happen

		But to deal with it and be useful for the Kingdom by getting the message out.



	The world needs to know this. The apostate Church needs to know this. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel! And if that wasn’t enough to be at ease, in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church, John now gives us even more.

	 

	Revelation 1:5: “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and releases us from our sins by His blood.”

	 

	Greek: [Grace and Peace] also from Jesus Christ, the witness of the faithful, the Preeminent Offspring, [Who came forth] from the dead ones, the Ruler over the kings of the earth. To the One loving us [Who] even freed us from our sins by means of His blood.

	 

	Now we come to see another reason why we can be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church. It’s not only because God continually exists. God is complete, He is faithful, and it’s because God is preeminent. That is what we see here.

	 

	Revelation 1:5b: “[Grace and Peace] also from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead.”

	 

	Firstborn of the dead – Greek “prototokos” made up of two words. Proto – can mean 1st but also has the force of preeminence of specialty. Tokos – word for offspring. Thus, Jesus is the Preeminent Special Offspring. He is the uniquely born one of God. In that, none will ever be born like Jesus was.

	 

	
One - This is speaking of the “specialness” of the Virgin Birth. By the way, why is the virgin birth important? Two – This is also speaking of the “specialness” of the position that this kind of birth gave Him. Because of this Preeminent Special Offspring Birth, Jesus Christ is totally superior above any and all who have ever been born or ever will be. And this is what the enemy wants to keep us from, so we’ll freak out and be afraid.

	The world wants to say that Jesus was just a man, just an avatar, just another good moral teacher like Buddha, Mohammed, or Confucius. I don’t think so. The Bible says He’s …

	 

	
		Advocate – Lawyer, presents your case, stands beside you. 1 John 2:1

		Almighty – All powerful, ruler of all. Revelation 1:8

		Alpha – First, before any, Eternal God, I Am – always exists. Revelation 1:8

		Author – The writer of plan, composer. Hebrews 5:9; Hebrews 12:2

		Branch – Supplies the nutrient, sustenance of life, Holy Spirit. Zechariah 6:12-13

		Bread of Life - Satisfies, strengthens & sustains. John 6:32, 35

		Christ - Messiah, anointed one, chosen one. Acts 2:36

		Cornerstone - Main foundation, center supports, entire structure. Isaiah 28:16

		Counselor - Guild, instructs, stands beside us. Isaiah 9:6

		Creator - Made, established, controls, consists, everything. Colossians 1:16

		Door - Person, method, technique, manner to enter life & fill needs. John 10:9

		Everlasting - Always exists. Isaiah 9:6

		Faith Witness & First Begotten of the Dead - Dependable, resurrected Revelation 1:5

		God - Spirit, who created, controls and substances all things. John 20:28

		Good Shepherd - Protects, provides, leads, and heals. John 10:11

		High Priest - Mediator between man & God, self-giving, sacrifices. 1 Timothy 2:5



	 

	

		Holy One - Perfectly pure, chosen for a task by God, set aside by God. Mark 1:24

		I Am - Always exists, in the now. John 8:58

		Immanuel - God’s real presence with us. Isaiah 7:14

		Jesus - Savior, healer. Matthew 1:21 Jesus - He shall save His people, our savior.

		Judge - Give rewards and punishments, clean, purify, & separate. Acts 17:31

		King of Kings - Ruler, guide, sets standards, & administrates.1 Timothy 6:15

		Lamb - Sacrifice, offering, in place of another, pure, & innocent. John 1:29

		Life - Purpose of being, satisfaction, joy, peace, & love. John 14:6

		Lord - Ruler, guide, controls, sets standards, & administrates. Acts 2:36

		Lord of Lords - Ruler, guide, sets standards & administrates. 1 Timothy 6:15

		Messiah - Christ, anointed one, chosen one. John 1:41

		Mighty God - Spirit, who created, controls & substances all things. Isaiah 9:6

		Nazarene - Consecrated, home of gentiles or lowest (dogs). Matthew 2:23

		Omega - The last, ending, & forever in place. Revelation 1:8

		Only Begotten Son - Unique, sole, & no like or equal. John 1:18

		Passover - Sacrifice to God, covering, angel of death passes. 1 Corinthians 5:7

		Potentate - High officer, great authority, mighty. 1 Timothy 6:15

		Prince of Peace - Heir to throne, ruler, control of peace, rest. Isaiah 9:6

		Prophet - Foretells future, interfaces between God & man, & informs. Luke 24:19

		Redeemer - Purchased, bought back, worked for, & balanced the books. Job 19:25

		Resurrection & Life - Restore life, life eternal & quicken to life. John 11:25

		Righteous - Just, without partiality. 1 John 2:1



	 

	

		Rock - Hiding place, support, source of water/life, offense & secure 1 Cor. 10:4

		Savior - Healer, restores, redeems, in place of, & purchases. Acts 5:31

		Son of God - Godhead, divine, Highest position, relationship & heir. Hebrews 4:14

		Son of Man - Pure man, humanity, lowered & humbled himself. Matthew 8:20

		Truth - Pure, without lie, dependable. John 14:6

		The Way, the Only Method of Coming to the Father - Path, method, source. John 14:6

		Wonderful - Miraculous, fantastic, magnificent, spectacular. Isaiah 9:6

		The Word - Bible, scripture, Jesus, & His statements, doctrine/teachings John 1:1, 14



	I don’t know about you, but I’d say Jesus is totally different than anyone else! He’s not just another teacher, He’s God in the flesh, totally superior to all! And that’s what John is trying to tell us. Because of this Preeminent Offspring Birth, Jesus Christ is totally superior above all who have ever been born or ever will be. There is no one like Him, and there never will be. Did Buddha get buried and rise from the dead? Did Confucius go to the cross to redeem mankind? Did Mohammed make the Universe let alone sustain it? Is Freud One with the Father? Is anyone on this planet sinless? No! Well, guess what? Jesus Christ is!! And He rose from the dead, He went to the Cross, He made the universe, and He is one with the Father. And this is whom we serve. This is what John is reminding us of here.

	 

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. Take a chill pill, will you! Because Jesus Christ is the preeminent One. Buddha can’t save you! Mohammed can’t save you!

	Confucius can’t save you! Freud can’t save you! The President can’t save you! Your parents can’t save you! You can’t even save yourself! But Jesus Christ, the unique one born of God, can, and He will. Why? Because…

	 

	
“He is the First and Last, the Beginning and the End! He is the keeper of Creation and the Creator of all! He is the Architect of the universe and The Manager of all times.

	 

	He always was, always is, and always will be…Unmoved, Unchanged,

	Undefeated, and never Undone!

	 

	The world can’t understand him, the armies can’t defeat Him, the schools can’t explain Him, and the leaders can’t ignore Him.

	 

	Herod couldn’t kill Him, The Pharisees couldn’t confuse Him, and the people couldn’t hold Him! Nero couldn’t crush Him, Hitler couldn’t silence Him, The New Age can’t replace Him, and Donahue can’t explain Him away!

	 

	He is Holy, Righteous, Mighty, Powerful, and Pure. His Ways are right, His Word is eternal, His Will is unchanging, and His Mind is on me.

	 

	He’s my Redeemer, my Savior, my Guide, and my Peace! He’s my Joy, my Comfort, my Lord, and He rules this life!

	He will never leave me, forsake me, mislead me, forget me, and never cancel my appointment in His appointment book!

	When I fall, He lifts me up! When I fail, He forgives! When I am weak, He is strong! When I am lost, He is the way!

	 

	When I am afraid, He is my courage! When I face persecution, He shields me! And when I face Death, He carries me Home! He is Everything for everybody, everywhere, every time, and every way.

	 

	He is God, He is Faithful. I am His, and He is mine! My Father in heaven can whip the father of this world.

	 

	
So, if you’re wondering why I feel so secure, you better understand this... God is in control, I am on His side, and that means all is well with my soul.”

	 

	In other words, take a chill pill. But this is not only a reminder from John of whom we serve, but it’s also a reminder of who we are. Because once you get who Jesus is, and that we belong to him, and once you grasp the power and authority He’s given us, then when tough times hit, you won’t be knocked for a loop, you won’t freak out and be afraid, you won’t cower in fear. Instead, you’ll hold steadfast, with a fire in your bones that nothing can extinguish! This is what the enemy doesn’t want you to get. That he doesn’t want you to see. You, as a Christian, are a mighty warrior for Jesus Christ! There’s no reason to be intimidated, no reason to be afraid, and there’s no reason to lose the fight. Who cares if this world is going to blow up? Who cares that judgment is coming? Let it come! We are Christians. We are followers of the preeminent one, Jesus Christ. In Him we have victory. Therefore, we will not lose, we will not back down, we won’t be afraid, and we will fight, and we will win! We are warriors of the preeminent one! Don’t forget that!

	 

	Now we come to another reason why we can be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church. It’s not only because God continually exists, but God is also complete, God is faithful, God is preeminent; it’s because God is the ruler over all. And that’s what we see here.

	 

	Revelation 1:5c: “[Grace and Peace] also from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.”

	 

	Ruler of the kings of the earth – Ruler – Greek “archon” means – “the highest pinnacle or highest point.” Used of an arch in the sense of a gate – the word we get architect from. The Jews or elders of the synagogue were called the “archon” or rulers. Kings – Greek “basileus” (basil-yooce) means – “leader of the people, prince, commander, lord of the land, king.”

	 

	So here's John’s next reason we don’t need to freak out.

	 

	
Jesus Christ is ruler over the Kings of the Earth. He has the ultimate authority. But the question is. Does Jesus have full authority over the kings of the earth right now? As the Son, in terms of providence, yes. He is sovereign over everyone. But in terms of history and His earthly physical reign, no. That comes with the Millennial Kingdom after the 7-Year Tribulation. But this truth of Jesus’ Authority gives us two areas of comfort.

	 

	One – We’re Comforted by a Promised hope – Hope that one day all evil will be eradicated. That all injustice will be made right in the Millennial Kingdom. That one day in time, all will bow to Jesus when He comes to earth to reign

	 

	Philippians 2:9-11: “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

	 

	People ask all the time why God lets evil go on. But one day it’s going to stop. God’s not being mean, He’s being patient for a purpose.

	2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

	 

	Ezekiel 33:11: “Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?”

	 

	But rest assured, even though God’s not willing that any should perish, He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. One day, time will run out to repent and get right with God. One day, evil will be obliterated by God. The second reason John is telling us this truth of Jesus’ authority is this.

	 

	
We’re comforted by a Present Peace. Even though Jesus isn’t physically ruling on earth, He is still providentially ruling from Heaven. When we begin to understand God’s authority and the fact that He has promised to protect us, worry, anxiety, and fear should begin to dispel. We can walk in assurance and confidence that nothing happens by chance and that God, our Heavenly Father, truly has everything under control. This amazing truth is brought to light in the following passage of Scripture.

	 

	Titus 2:14: “For He gave Himself for us, that He might set us free from all our evil ways and make for Himself a people of His own, clean and pure, with our hearts set upon living a life that is good.”

	 

	On the surface, this passage does not seem to speak much about God’s intimate protection towards us. That is, until you focus on the phrase, “a people of his own.” It literally means “a people of His own private possession.” Some translations use the word “peculiar.” Christians are the peculiar people of God. We use the word sometimes when we speak of something odd or strange. But that is not its use here. The word is translated from a Greek word which is made up of two words, one which means ‘around,’ as a circle, and the other which means ‘to be.’ It can be charted by a dot within a circle. So, here’s the point. Just as the circle is around the dot, so is God around each one of His saints. The circle monopolizes the dot and has the dot all to itself. So, God is saying He has us, His own, all to Himself. We are His own private, unique possession.

	He has reserved us for Himself. And thus, all of life is filtered via this sphere of God.

	 

	And since we are His private possession, we receive His paternal affections (the closest to His heart). We also get His constant, unending, watchful, protective care. It’s like this story.

	 

	“A burglar broke into a house one night. He shown his flashlight around, looking for valuables, and when he picked up a CD player to place in his sack, a strange, disembodied voice echoed from the dark saying, ‘Jesus is watching YOU.’

	 

	
He nearly jumped out of his skin, clicked his flashlight out and froze. When he heard nothing more after a bit, he shook his head, promised himself a vacation after the next big score, then clicked the light back on and began searching for more valuables.

	 

	Just as he pulled the stereo out so he could disconnect the wires, clear as a bell he heard, ‘Jesus is watching YOU.’ Freaked out, he shone his light around frantically, looking for the source of the voice.

	 

	Finally, in the corner of the room, his flashlight beam came to rest on a parrot. ‘Did you say that?’ he hissed at the parrot.

	 

	‘Yep,’ the parrot confessed, then squawked, ‘I’m trying to warn you.’ The burglar relaxed.

	 

	‘Warn me, huh? Who are you?’

	 

	‘Moses,’ replied the parrot. ‘Moses?’ the burglar laughed.

	‘What kind of stupid people would name a parrot Moses?’

	The bird answered, ‘Probably the same kind of people that would name a Rottweiler Jesus.’“

	Hey folks, did you realize that Jesus is watching you? And it’s not a Rottweiler. It’s Jesus Christ, the ruler of the kings of the earth. Now that we belong to God and are a part of His forever family, we are under His protective care. Nothing, absolutely nothing, can touch us without His permission. And, as we saw last time, He works all things together for good! Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the rapture is near. Take a chill pill. Because Jesus Christ is the ultimate authority. He is the ruler of the kings of the earth, and we belong to Him! Trust in His authority, in His protective care. There is no reason for us to worry, be anxious, or fearful. Even when it comes to God’s soon-coming judgment on the world and the apostate Church. Get out there and be

	 

	
useful, not useless. Get the bittersweet message out! Oh, but wait, there’s more!

	 

	Another reason why we can be at ease when hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church. It’s not only because God continually exists.

	 

	
		God is complete

		God is faithful

		God is preeminent

		God is ruler over all



	 

	And it’s because God is the One Who loves us, and that’s what we see here.

	 

	Revelation 1:5d: “[Grace and Peace] also from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him Who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.”

	 

	To the One loving us Love – Greek “agapao” means – “self-sacrificial giving purely for the benefit of another.” The Greek implies that He is constantly loving us. God doesn’t love us occasionally. He doesn’t love us only when we’re good. He constantly loves us. In fact, He loves you just as much today as He did that first day you cried out to Him! Who even freed us from our sins by means of His blood.

	 

	Freed – Greek “luo” means – “to lose one bound, to unbind, to let go, release, or set free.” Not just released but freed as in being freed from a hopeless case. You and I have not just been freed from a traffic violation, but we have been freed from death row! In the Old Testament, God taught that the life of the flesh is in the blood and that it is needed to make atonement for our souls. In the New Testament, Jesus gave His life (His Blood) to atone (or cover) our sins.

	 

	
1 Corinthians 6:19-20: “You are not your own, for you have been bought with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body.”

	 

	1 Peter 1:18-19: “Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, {the blood} of Christ.”

	 

	Jesus has freed us from death row. He loved us so much He took the death penalty in our place. Therefore, we’re not just forgiven, but we’re never going to experience God’s wrath.

	 

	1 Thessalonians 5:9: “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

	 

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. Take a chill pill, will you! Why? Because Jesus Christ is constantly loving us. He has freed us from our sins. We’re not going to experience His wrath. Hallelujah! Is that comforting or what? This is why John is reminding us of this wonderful news. Because it’s not a time to get fearful. It’s a time to be faithful. It’s a time to be useful, not useless.

	Remember, God is not willing that any should perish. God does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked. We are not to sit on this “comforting news.” We are to share the news of the gospel so that others – the world, the apostate Church. Don’t experience God’s coming wrath, either 7 years on earth or for all eternity in hell, because it may be unseen now, but it is nonetheless real! As you can see here.

	 

	“A man in hell is screaming, ‘Help me!’ This man is on fire. He is hurting. He screams, ‘Help me!’ once again. He sees that no one is helping him and then he sees Abraham. ‘Father Abraham, Father Abraham.’ Abraham is across the Gulf with Lazarus. ‘Have mercy on me. I saw you with Lazarus, send him to me so that he might dip the point of his finger in the water and touch my tongue. I’m in agony from these flames.’ Abraham and Lazarus are standing on the other side, looking at the man. Abraham then says, ‘Son, do you remember in your life you received your good

	 

	
things, and Lazarus here received his bad things. Now, he is comforted and you are in agony. Besides all of this, there is a great chasm. If someone wishes to come here to you, they cannot. And no one can cross from you to us.’ The man then says, ‘Father Abraham there is one thing I ask of you. Let Lazarus go to my father’s house, for I have five brothers. Let him tell them, warn them, so that they too, do not come to this place of torment.’ As he is sinking into the hot ash, he cries out, ‘No, please, no!

	And he cries out in agony.’”

	 

	That’s why John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, is getting us blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, and faithed up. It’s to get us all stirred up. To put us into a spiritual position to be useful, not useless. By warning people not to go to a place like that. God’s wrath in hell or even hell on earth for 7 years is no joke. And freaking out or hiding it under a bushel, let alone acting like that unseen realm isn't real, isn't helping anyone. And so that’s the question. Are you useful? Let’s put it to the test. If you were to die today, what would our loved ones, family, friends, neighbors, and co-workers say? “Thank you for loving me enough to tell me about Jesus,” Or “Why didn’t you tell me of God’s coming wrath?” Hell on earth for 7 years or hell for all eternity. Yes, it’s a bittersweet message, but the consequences are no joke!

	 

	Remember, this book wasn't given just so we wouldn’t freak out. It was given to us so we would be useful. John is giving us this message so we, the Church, can get the message out! Given to His servants to show what must soon take place. To the seven Churches in Asia. Why? To give this message out. To give this message away. To inform, not to hide. Not to ignore. Not to act like it’s not going to happen! But to deal with it and be useful for the Kingdom by getting the message out!

	 

	The world needs to know this. The apostate Church needs to know this! And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel! Oh, but wait, there’s more! As if that wasn’t enough reason to be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news, of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church, John now gives us another one.

	 

	
Revelation 1:6: “and He has made us {to be} a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him {be} the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	Greek: And He created us a royal reign of priests to God even His Father. To Him the glory and the sovereignty [going] into the eternities of the eternities. So let it be! Why can we be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church? It’s not only because God continually exists, but God is also complete, God is faithful, God is preeminent, God is ruler over all, God is the one who loves us and it’s because God gives us purpose. And that’s what we see here.

	 

	Revelation 1:6a: “and He has made us {to be} a kingdom, priests to His God and Father.”

	 

	Here we see the wonderful and encouraging news of just one of the reasons why God purposed to save us.

	 

	Made – Greek “poieo” (poy-eh-o) means – “to make, to produce, to bear forth, to create.” Make, Produce, Bear, Create what? A Kingdom.

	Kingdom – Greek “basileia” means “royal power, kingship, dominion, rule.” Better translated “a royal reign.” So here we see that when we got saved, we were brought forth into a royal lineage. We have been created to be the King's kids. This is the mind-blowing truth that John shared in another letter.

	 

	1 John 3:1: “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

	 

	Do you understand what John is trying to tell us here??? We’ve been adopted into God’s forever family. We’re actually the children of the creator of the universe. And with this sonship, we are given a Kingdom.

	What Kingdom? Well…

	 

	
The 1st kingdom is the Kingdom of Heaven. So, what if we die for our faith! So, what if we are persecuted for Jesus! So, what if this world blows up! Do you have any idea where we’re going? The Bible says that Heaven is a holy place, the dwelling place of God and His holy angels, it’s a heavenly country, a place of rest and happiness, it’s called paradise, it never ends, and it’s a place where sorrows cease to be. Who gives a rip if this world blows up? Who cares if I have to die for my faith? As children of God, we are really headed to this kind of Kingdom. The Kingdom of Heaven. But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd Kingdom, as God’s Kids, we’re given is the Kingdom on Earth. After the 7-year Tribulation, we’re coming back to rule and reign with Jesus on earth, during the Millennial Kingdom. The government will be a theocracy, with Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, ruling as King. War will be but a relic of the past. Jerusalem, known for war, bloodshed, and international tensions, will at last become the city of peace and the capital of the world. Peace will come to Israel and to the world. All of God’s creation suffers because of the fall of man and will be restored at this time. Nature will once again cooperate with man, and productivity will return.

	Earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, etc., will be absent. Even the animal world will be at peace with man and each other. The whole world will be worshiping the Lord together, and we’ll be right there with Him, ruling and reigning over the entire planet!

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say that something sweet,

	to look forward to! It’s not pie in the sky. It’s really coming to a planet near you! Think of what this means: no more politicians, no more politics – poly – many – tics – blood sucking creatures, no more mudslinging political ads, no more government oppression, no more of the things we see of the New World Order. One day, it will all unfold before our very eyes. One day, Jesus Christ and His kids are coming back! Isn’t this wonderful news or what? No wonder John is reminding us of this.

	 

	Now the challenge is to live like we’re the King's kids. We live like we’ve inherited these Kingdoms! That’s the rest of John’s challenge.

	 

	
1 John 3:2-3: “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be, has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.”

	 

	The Question is, what kind of King’s kid are you? If you are a Christian, you are God’s child. The question is, what kind of child? The quality of the kind of Relationship you have with God as His child is up to you. Are you a Christian brat – selfish and self-centered? A Christian Whiner – whaa whaa whaa? A Christian rebel – always disobedient? A beloved Christian - when people see you, they see God. When God sees you, He says, “Like Father, like son.” The fact is, you’re being watched as a King’s kid.

	 

	“We’re being watched. Not just by followers, not just by friends, but by witnesses in Heaven. By people looking for hope, by demons looking for weakness. By a world looking for proof that Jesus is real. Every choice, every word, every moment you live preaches. Your attitude is a message. Your silence speaks too. You say you’re a believer, but what defines you in your private moments? Who are you when no one is watching? When the room is dark. Hebrews says, ‘We’re surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. The Saints who fought hard and finished well, they’re watching. When you refuse sin, Heaven takes notice. Angels rejoice when you choose holiness over hype and hell. Hell takes notice when you refuse to quit. You think it’s small how you speak, how you treat people, what you post. But someone is watching. Someone who needs your light. Your obedience may be the answer to their cry. Your consistency may lead someone back to Christ. Your fight for purity might shake hell more than a thousand sermons ever could. So don’t live carelessly, don’t live numb. You are a city on a hill. And cities don’t hide. Your life is on display. Live it Holy, because for many, your life will be the only Scripture they ever encounter.”

	 

	You’re being watched as a King’s kid. What kind of King’s Kid are you? But we’re not just King’s kids, we’re the King’s priests.

	 

	
Priests – Greek “hiereus” from the root word “heiros” means “sacred, devoutly revered.” Means – “a priest, or one who offers sacrifices and sacred rites.” Metaphorically – “Used of Christians, who because they are purified by the blood of Christ and brought into close intimacy with God, they devote their life to Him alone and to Christ.” So, number one - this is not the Church “replacing” the coming Jewish Messianic Millennial Kingdom. But two - it is referring to the Church “right now” being “a kingdom” in that we are “currently serving” God as sacrificial priests. This is what Peter was saying…

	 

	1 Peter 2:9-10: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a Holy, Holy Nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”

	 

	And just in case you forget what kind of priesthood you have, we’re told whose priests we are, priests to His God and Father. Every believer has a priesthood, if you will. Forget the Blues Brothers. As Christians, we really are on a mission from God. A priest is one who represents God. One who serves God devoutly. One who carries on a sacred mission. How? By offering up living sacrifices.

	Romans 12:1-2: “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,

	{which is} your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

	 

	So, according to the Bible, as priests of God, we are to serve God. We are “a royal priesthood.” We are to proclaim the excellencies of Him Who has called us. We are to proclaim God’s mercy and love to a lost and dying world. Once again, we are reminded of why John is telling us this.

	 

	
We are not to sit on this “comforting news.” We are not to sit around saying, “Yeah, I’m a child of God.” “Yippee, I’m a Priest of Jesus.” NO! We are to serve God by serving others! We are to serve the good news of the gospel. So that others don’t experience God’s coming wrath. So, they don’t go to hell. And was this not the example of our High Priest Jesus? He came not to be served but to serve.

	 

	Mark 10:44-45 “And whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

	 

	Remember, serving is not an option! It is a command! And sometimes it really is a matter of life and death, like this lady learned.

	 

	“One day a mother received a phone call from her son who had been away for a long time serving in the Vietnam War. And after the pleasant gestures were over the son asked his mom, ‘Mom I can come home in a couple of weeks, but I was wondering if I could bring a friend with me?’

	 

	And the mother replied, ‘Well, sure you can bring a friend.’

	But the son continued, ‘Well, you see, there’s something you need to know Mom. You see, my friend was hurt pretty bad during the war and he’s going to need a little bit of care. He has only one eye, one arm, and one leg.’

	 

	And his mom hesitated a bit but replied, ‘Well, I guess it would be okay for a couple of weeks or so.’ But her son pressed one more time, ‘But Mom, it wouldn’t be for a few weeks. It would be forever. You see, Mom, he has no family. He has nobody to take care of him.’

	 

	Well at this the mother explained that this would seriously disrupt their life, and it wouldn’t be very convenient with their lifestyle and all, and besides what would people think?

	 

	
So, the son paused for a moment but then simply replied, “Okay Mom. But whatever happens, just know that I love you very, very much.”

	 

	And it just so happened that two weeks later, the mother got another phone call. Only this one informed her that her son had jumped out of a hospital window and killed himself. And so, this mother, confused and bewildered, found herself having to say goodbye to her son at a funeral service instead of welcoming him back home.

	 

	And as hard as that was, nothing could have prepared her for what she was about to encounter. You see, as she approached the casket to say goodbye, she saw that her son had only one eye, one arm, and one leg.

	 

	And as she cried out in utter despair, she realized that it was her son who was the friend in need of someone to love and serve him, but now it was too late!”

	 

	Now, how many of you think that mother kind of regrets not being willing to be a servant to others? And so, here’s the point. How many millions of people will die and will go to hell and hell on earth in the 7-year Tribulation because the American Church is likewise unwilling to be servants of Christ? And people, that’s why if we can’t stop playing Church instead of being the Church, then maybe it’s time to get out of the Church? Why? Because being a Christian is not a game. What we say or do or not do literally affects the eternal destiny of people around us. We’ve got to remember who we are! And this is what John is trying to remind us of here. He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father.”

	 

	So, the Question is what kind of priest are you? If you are a Christian, you are a priest of God. You are to serve God; you are to carry out the sacred mission. The question is, what kind of priest are you? A lazy priest – ho hum attitude – whenever I get around to it. A distracted priest – take time for other things, not God. He gave you the Cross, you give Him leftovers. An adulterous priest – serving the gods of this world. Or are you a faithful priest? When people see you, they see a pure devotion to God. They see somebody who loves them enough to serve

	 

	
them with the Gospel, and when God sees you, He says, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.”

	 

	Remember, God is not willing that any should perish. God does not take pleasure in the death of the wicked. We are not to sit on this comforting news. We are to share the news of the Gospel, so that others don’t experience God’s coming wrath, let alone hell. It’s not a time to get fearful; it’s a time to be faithful. To be useful, not useless. To get the bittersweet message out! Oh, but that’s not all, there’s more on the priest factor. It’s amazing enough to be an actual child of the Creator of the Universe. It’s also amazing that we are actual priests of the Creator of the Universe. But what’s amazing is that as a priest, we have direct access to the Creator of the Universe.

	 

	Hebrews 4:16: “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

	 

	The problem is, we don’t draw near to God. and unfortunately, we suffer the results. This is what John is trying to remind us of here. Where do you think you’ll get the necessary power, wisdom, and strength to deal with what John’s about to reveal? Did it ever occur to you that God wants to do more than just “meet your personal needs” when you pray to Him? Did it ever occur to you that maybe He wants to empower you not only to weather the coming storm? Maybe He wants to empower you as His priests to meet the needs of others in service to Him.

	 

	“There was a sweating woodchopper who wasn’t doing too well and so he was urged by another to stop and sharpen his axe.

	 

	But the woodchopper snorted back, “It’s tough enough now getting this job done without wasting time to grind this axe.”

	 

	That which he thought was a waste of time was the one thing he needed most. That’s the point. It’s the same thing with you and me when it comes to prayer. If your life is full of difficulty and you’ve been sweating

	 

	
things out spiritually, then maybe it’s time to take time, to sharpen your axe and pray. If all your troubles are deep-seated and longstanding, then maybe it’s time to try kneeling. Prayer shouldn’t be your spare tire in the trunk; it should be your engine! It’s not your last resort; it’s your first resort! This is what John is trying to remind us. He’s trying to remind us of who we are and what we have at our disposal. Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. Take a chill pill. Because we are the people of God, we are the King's kids, a chosen race, a kingdom of priests, a Holy nation. And as the people of God, we’ve won! We’re on the winning team. We cannot be defeated. We’ve got the victory through Jesus Christ! And because we’re His priests, we have direct access to God. We have His power available at our fingertips. The question is, are you using it? Oh, but wait, there’s still more.

	 

	John gives us another reason why we can be at ease in the midst of hearing this bittersweet news of God’s coming judgment upon the world and the Church. It’s not only because God continually exists, but God is also complete, God is faithful, God is preeminent, God is ruler over all, God is the one who loves us, and God gives us purpose, it’s because God gives us Himself. And that’s what we see here.

	 

	Revelation 1:6: “and He has made us {to be} a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him {be} the glory and the dominion (power) forever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	To Him, speaking of Christ. So, this tells us three things about Jesus that we need to know.

	 

	1st – the Presence of Jesus is Glorious. Glory – Greek “doxa” means – “magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, grace, and majesty in the sense of the absolute perfection of the deity.” Here we see that Jesus receives the same Glory as the Father. Just as God is magnificent, so is Jesus. Just as God is excellent, so is Jesus. Just as God is preeminent, so is Jesus. Just as God is dignified, so is Jesus. Just as God is gracious, so is Jesus. Just as God is majestic, so is Jesus. Just as God is deity, so is Jesus. In short, if you’ve seen Jesus, you’ve seen the Father

	 

	
John 14:8-9: “Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and

	{yet} you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how {can} you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”

	 

	Two questions, based on these truths. Just as Jesus is a reflection of the Father, so we are to be a reflection of the Son. One - How’s your reflection? If God put a spiritual mirror before you today, would you be the reflection of the Son? Or would you be a reflection of satan? (disobedience/rebellion) Or would you be a reflection of satan’s kingdom? (this wicked world system) Or would you be a reflection of self? (unholy trinity) Two – When you do reflect the Son, when kudos are given…do you rob God of the glory? Do you claim it was your own reflection? Or do you give God the Glory? “I’m just a vessel; He’s using me for people to see Him and His Glory.”

	 

	And He has made us {to be} a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the Glory and the dominion (power) forever and ever. Amen.

	2nd – the Power of Jesus is Unmatched. Dominion or Power – Greek “kratos” means – “glorious divine might, great power or rule.” It speaks of God’s (Jesus) ultimate sovereignty. He is the ultimate power of the universe. This is the lesson that Nebuchadnezzar had to learn

	 

	Daniel 4:34-35: “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom {endures} from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted for as nothing. But He does according to His will in the host of heaven and

	{among} the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’.”

	 

	Nebuchadnezzar was released from his insanity when he finally realized the dominion and power of Almighty God. Could it be that John

	 

	
is reminding us of this truth so that it will keep us from becoming mentally insane, mentally wigging ourselves out? So, just how powerful is it, so we don’t need to wig out? And the first way we know Jesus is powerful is through His Display of Creation.

	 

	Colossians 1:15-17: “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”

	 

	Hey, if Jesus not only created the universe but He also upholds and sustains it, I’d say He’s pretty powerful! The second way we know Jesus Is Powerful is by His Demonstration of Miracles.

	 

	
		Water converted into wine

		Heals the nobleman’s son

		The catch of fish

		Heals the demoniac

		Heals Peter’s mother-in-law

		Cleanses the leper

		Heals the paralyzed man

		Healing of the immobile man

		Restoring the withered hand

		Restores the centurion’s servant

		Raises the widow’s son to life

		Stills the storm

		Throws demons out of two men

		Raises the daughter of Jairus from the dead

		Cures the woman with the issue of blood

		Restores two blind men to sight

		Walks upon Lake Galilee

		Heals the daughter of the Syro-Phoenician woman

		Feeds more than 4,000 people

		Restores the deaf-mute man

		Restores a blind man



	 

	

		Heals the epileptic boy

		Pays the temple tax by getting money from a fish’s mouth

		Restores ten lepers to wholeness

		Opens the eyes of a man born blind

		Raises Lazarus from the dead

		Heals the woman with the spirit of infirmity

		Cures a man with dropsy

		Restores sight to two blind men near Jericho

		Condemns a fig tree

		Heals the ear of Malchus

		The second catch of fish



	 

	I’d say that anyone who could command the winds and waves, walk on water, and raise the dead might be just a little bit powerful. How about you?

	 

	The third way we know Jesus is powerful is by His Destroying of

	satan.

	1 John 3:8: “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”

	Jesus stripped the devil of his power. The Lord exposed him, shattered him, and defeated him on the cross. And he can only do what God allows him to do. His gig is up! I’d say that anyone who could reduce the devil to a pipsqueak of a rat might be just a little bit powerful. How about you?

	 

	The fourth way we know Jesus is powerful is through His Defeat of Death.

	 

	1 Corinthians 15:55, 57: “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

	 

	
Jesus going to the cross was not only that He defeated the devil, but He also defeated death itself! In fact, so much so has Jesus defeated death that He reassures us to never, ever, ever be afraid of death, that is, if you’re a Christian.

	 

	Hebrews 2:14-15: “Since the children are made of flesh and blood, it’s logical that the Savior took on flesh and blood in order to rescue them by his death. By embracing death, taking it into himself, he destroyed the Devil’s hold on death and freed all who cower through life, scared to death of death.”

	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say that anyone who could reduce death to a beautiful transition into eternal bliss might be just a little bit powerful. How about you? And this is what John’s is reminding us of. So we will be obedient to get the message out, stop freaking out, and be useful, not useless. And He has made us {to be} a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him {be} the glory and the dominion (power) forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	Third - the Position of Jesus is Eternal. Forever and ever – Greek “aion aion.” Better said eternities of the eternities. So now John is reminding us that Jesus is not only glorious, He’s not only sovereign, but Jesus’ glory and sovereignty will go on into eternity and eternity. It will never pass away! There is never a chance of defeat! And we eternally belong to Him, Who is eternal. Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. Take a chill pill. Because we are the people of God. Jesus Christ is the most glorious being in the universe. His power is completely unmatched. He has totally destroyed death, hell, and the grave, and the devil himself, and His kingdom will never end. And get this…

	 

	
		We belong to him!

		We are the Kings’ Kids

		We are a chosen race

		We are a kingdom of priests

		We are a Holy nation



	 

	

		We are the people of God

		We’ve won

		We’re on the winning team

		We cannot be defeated

		We’ve got the greatest victory of all in Jesus Christ



	Hallelujah! Is that comforting or not? And this is what John is reminding us. He’s reminding us of who our King is and who we are as His kids, His priests. To live for Him sacrificially and make a difference while we can. God didn’t say it would be easy. But that’s what it means to be a Christian! You need to be a good liar like this guy!

	 

	A little girl is walking in the park, and he opens a letter she has written to him. The note says, ‘Daddy is the sweetest daddy in the world. Daddy is the most handsome, the smartest, the most clever, the kindest. He is my superman. Daddy wants me to do well at school. Daddy is just great, but he lies. He lies about having a job. He lies about having money. He lies that he’s not tired. He lies that he’s not hungry. He lies that we have everything. He lies about his happiness. He lies because of me.’ When he finishes reading her letter, he gets tears in his eyes, bends down and hugs his little daughter. A child’s future is worth every sacrifice. Pursue more from life.

	 

	How many people will hug you, a Christian, because you lived as a King’s kid, as His Priest sacrificially, and did whatever it takes to get the bittersweet message out? Yes, you suffered, yes, it wasn’t easy, yes, you were made fun of, yes, you were persecuted. But it was worth it in the end. Work for the hug. Remember, this book wasn't given just so we wouldn’t freak out. It was given to us so we would be useful. John is giving us this message so we, the Church, can get the message out! Given to His servants to show what must soon take place! To the seven Churches in Asia. Why? The world needs to know this. The apostate Church needs to know this! And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out, or are hiding all this under a bushel! By reading the Book of Revelation, we are shown for such a time as this that God continually exists, He is complete, He is faithful, He is preeminent, He is ruler over all, He is the

	 

	
one who loves us, He gives us purpose, and He even gives us Himself. Why? So, we will be blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and now stirred up to make a difference while we can. Amen?

	 

	Which by the way, is the last word in this verse. Which means, so be it! I hope you really mean it! We not only know this truth in the pages of the Book of Revelation, but one day the whole planet will see for themselves with their own eyes!

	 

	Revelation 1:7: “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	
 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:7-8

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As we have seen, the Book of Revelation is all about Jesus Christ. The one we say we love and are so thankful for all He’s done. I mean, why wouldn’t you want to learn about that? It’s an unveiling of Who he really is and what He is going to do very soon. It’s all about His sovereignty, His Lordship, He’s King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, and all about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity. Where there will be no more death or dying or crying or mourning or pain or devil or demons. Because the old order of things has passed away. Behold, the coming New World Order of Jesus Christ. That’s what is in this book.

	 

	Revelation 1:1-8: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw, that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John, to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him

	 

	
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever!” Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced Him, and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is come, the Almighty.’

	 

	As we saw before, people don’t read the Book of Revelation, and if they do, they get it horribly wrong! And the reason they get it horribly wrong is their attitude, approach, and apprehension. In other words, they think they can’t understand it, it’ll never make sense, which is the byproduct of their bad attitude and their bad approach. Then they say it’s doom and gloom, bad for you! But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but, for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future. That is what we have been seeing in our previous chapters.

	 

	Revelation 1:1: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It’s a Revelation of the real risen Jesus Christ. This book isn’t here to wow you, it’s not here to scare you, it is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that by not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ and also exposes the false idol of Jesus. The American Church has made Jesus into our buddy, our homeboy, lawn boy, and rock star. Not the King of Kings, not the Lord of Lords, not the Master of the universe, and not the one who reigns over all creation. This lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation feeds this misconception about Jesus. It produces a rotten, hedonistic, worldly Church, as you can see here.

	Why? Because you’re not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of

	 

	
Revelation. That’s what you get! You reap what you sow! You love pleasure more than God. You love this world more than God. You love self, more than God. Sin more than God. Because you probably don’t belong to God! This is what the Book of Revelation will protect you from. Where you see it’s about Him, not you. It’s about pleasing Him, not yourself. But that’s not what you get in most Churches today. Why?

	Because they won’t teach the Book of Revelation, which gives you the real Jesus, the real God, and your real purpose on earth! The Book of Revelation will not allow this sinful, hedonistic, worldly, selfish, self-centered, no change, just enough so I can do whatever I want. A casual attitude towards Jesus.

	 

	Jesus is coming back as a mighty warrior, not some lovey-dovey, namby-pamby, religious buddy. It’s about Jesus Christ. The King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, and Master of all. Who is alone worthy of our worship and obedience. This is the other side of Jesus that is a revelation to most professing Christians today. Which is why God tells us just how important this Book is by the unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, who is written to the Church. It’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, was then given to an actual angel of God, and then was given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	John says, it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God, and then in verse 3, says there’s a three-fold blessing from God! And yet again, what is the attitude towards this book in the Church? It’s not a blessing, it’s not important, it’s torment, doom and gloom, it’s a pain, a chore, a book of confusion, it’ll divide your Church, and you’ll go insane, you’ll lose your mind! “I didn’t come here to hear this!!” When God Himself declares that if we read, hear, and keep the Words in this amazing Book continually, then we will be spiritually prosperous with joy. I like what one guy said.

	 

	“Anyone who loves books with action, books with excitement will certainly love the Book of Revelation. There is absolutely no book like it.

	 

	It is loaded with drama.

	 

	
It is loaded with suspense.

	It is loaded with mystery, passion, horror, disaster upon disaster.

	 

	It tells, for example, of the coming apostasy of the Church. It tells of the collapse of world economics.

	It tells of the final war of the world.

	It tells of the unparalleled natural disasters.

	It tells of the final judgments of the wrath of God.

	 

	It speaks of bloodbaths, political conflict that opens the way for a wicked, hellish, world ruler to take over.

	 

	It speaks of the total destruction of the entire universe and the damnation of both the bodies and souls of people to eternal hell.

	 

	It is a book of unbelievable excitement, and yet amazingly it is a book of hope, and a book of joy, and a book with a happy ending - if you’re saved.

	 

	So, the question is, what kind of happiness and good news and joy and blessings do we get if we study the Book of Revelation?

	The 1st blessing is that we get to know the future.

	The 2nd blessing is that we get to know that life is short

	The 3rd blessing is that we get to know that God is Sovereign

	 

	So that we don’t waste our lives on temporary things and get sucked up into this wicked world system and freak out, losing our witness, and so that we will be useful, not useless, faithful, not fearful, fruitful, not fruitless, as this video shows.

	 

	“By their fruits you shall know them, not by how many scriptures we post. Not by how on fire we sound in prayer meetings. Not by their titles or how well they preach. Not by how loud they pray. We live in a generation that claps for gifts but ignores character. She can sing, but is she kind? He can play instruments, but does he love? They can prophesy, but can they forgive? Don’t be fooled, fruit only grows from a surrendered life. You

	 

	
can serve in Church and still be bitter. You can sing in the choir and still curse under your breath. You can preach and still not know Him. You can lay hands on the sick and still have hatred in your heart. You can speak in tongues and still speak death over others. Remember, Samson was gifted but lacked discipline. Saul was chosen, but had no intimacy. Judas walked with Jesus and still betrayed Him. Gifts show up in how you treat the person who hurt you. Gifts show up in the text you don’t send, the gossip you don’t spread, the apology that you make even when you’re right.

	Heaven is not counting how many likes you have, or how many followers you have. It’s weighing fruit. So, today, don’t just ask, “Lord, use me.” Ask, “Lord, prune me, break me, change me.” Don’t carry a Bible and still carry hate. Because the world needs less performers and more people who carry the nature of Christ. By their fruits, not gifts, you shall know them.”

	 

	And that’s what the Book of Revelation brings out. You find out who and what you really worship. Who God really is and who you really are. Christianity has been so dumbed down that people don’t even know what a true Christian is. And I’m talking in the Church! This is what the Book of Revelation will show you, the real Jesus, the real God, who you really are, and whom you worship. And if you’re off track, it will get you back on track, so that we will be useful, not useless, faithful, not fearful, fruitful, not fruitless. Don’t waste your life, live for eternity! That’s what you get when you read the Book of Revelation!

	 

	It’s the antidote needed to a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, ineffective Church today. And that’s exactly what we saw in verse 1 and 4 that John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1: “to show His servants what must soon take place,”

	Revelation 1:4a: “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.”

	 

	The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. This unveiling, by the Book of Revelation, is of the other side of Jesus and was given to show not this world, not those nasty people out there. It was given to show His servants, us, the Church. Because the world needs to know this, the

	 

	
real God and the real judgment coming, and the apostate Church needs to know the real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out, or are hiding all this under a bushel.

	 

	Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. He already got us in verses 3,4, and 5, blessed up, graced up, peace-ed up, assured up, and faithed up. Then last time we saw in verses 5 and 6, He got us stirred up. How? By showing us that God continually exists, He is complete, He is faithful, He is preeminent, He is ruler over all, He is the One who loves us, He gives us purpose, and He gives us Himself.

	 

	Revelation 1:5-6: “[Grace and Peace] also from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him Who loves us and releases us from our sins by His blood…and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father – to Him be the glory and the dominion power forever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	John reminds us that Jesus is not only glorious, He’s not only sovereign, but Jesus’ glory and sovereignty will go on into eternity. It will never pass away! There is never a chance of defeat, and we eternally belong to Him who is eternal. Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. Take a chill pill! Because we are the people of God. Jesus Christ is the most glorious being in the universe. His power is completely unmatched. He has totally destroyed death, hell, and the grave and the devil himself. His kingdom will never end. And get this – we belong to Him. We are the King’s kids, we are a chosen race, we are a kingdom of priests, we are a Holy nation, we are the people of God, and we’ve won! We are on the winning team. We cannot be defeated, and we’ve got the greatest victory of all in Jesus Christ.

	Hallelujah, is that comforting or what?

	 

	And this is what John is reminding us. He’s reminding us of who our king is and what we are as the King’s kids; we are His priests. So that we will sacrificially live for Him and make a difference while we can. God

	 

	
didn’t say it would be easy. But that’s what it means to be a Christian! So, just do whatever it takes. Yes, you suffered, it wasn’t easy, you were made fun of, you were persecuted, but it was worth it in the end. Work for the hug! Amen? Which by the way, is the last word in verse 6. Which means, so be it! I hope you really mean it.

	 

	So, John spends the last several verses preparing us to handle the bittersweet message and encourages us to get it out, no matter what! Now we’re going to see that he gives us a spiritual preview of the bittersweet message.

	 

	Revelation 1:7: “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	Greek: Behold! He is arriving with the clouds, and every eye shall see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth shall themselves beat [their] breast because of Him. So let it be! Now we’re going to see several things about the spiritual preview John gives us in this bittersweet message.

	 

	The 1st thing we see with the bittersweet preview is a Wake-Up Call. Behold - Greek – “idou” means – Look, see, pay attention! Again, John is stressing the importance of what he’s sharing! It’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual angel of God, and it was given to a top disciple of God. It’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God. It comes with a threefold blessing from God. And now, here again, he wants us to really, really pay attention! In other words, this is serious stuff! And we see that with the word “behold” This is the same word used elsewhere in Scripture, at very important junctures concerning Jesus.

	 

	1st - At Jesus’ Birth.

	 

	Matthew 1:20: “But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be

	 

	
afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”

	 

	Matthew 1:23: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear A Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.”

	 

	2nd - At Jesus’ Baptism

	 

	Matthew 3:16-17: “And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”

	 

	3rd - At Jesus’ Temptation

	 

	Matthew 4:11: “Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.”

	4th - After Jesus’ Resurrection

	Matthew 27:51: “And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom, and the earth shook; and the rocks were split.”

	 

	Matthew 28:2: “And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.”

	 

	5th - At Jesus’ Ascension

	 

	Matthew 28:20: “Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

	 

	Acts 1:10: “And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.”

	 

	
At all important junctures of Jesus’ ministry, we see this word. “Behold, pay attention, look.” In fact, it’s used 25 times in the Book of Revelation alone. Which is a book all about Jesus Christ. So, no wonder John uses the same word to get our attention, because the Book of Revelation unveils another ministry of Jesus. So, what is this next important ministry of Jesus? It’s the fact that He is coming! Talk about good news! Jesus Christ is coming back, and when He does, He’s going to put a stop to all the evil suffering, tyranny, oppression, and instead He, Himself, will rule and reign over the entire planet with unyielding righteousness. No more injustice. Only that which is right, every single time over the entire planet. Again, good news, Jesus Christ is coming back! Behold! It is one of the great themes of the Bible! What we get unveiled is that the story is not over! One guy puts it this way.

	 

	“The OT Scriptures predicted a “coming one” and was the expectation of those to whom Jesus ministered to.

	 

	At times, He was said to be a victorious king who would reign forever. But He was also forsaken, despised, rejected, and crushed.

	So how could these seeming contradictions be reconciled? Because he’s not done…the story is not over.

	He would come once, die for the sins of the world, be resurrected back to life, but then come a second time in judgment.

	 

	His First Coming, death, and resurrection are now past, so all that remains is His reappearance as described to John here and elsewhere in the NT.

	 

	In fact, “It has been estimated that one out of every twenty-five verses in the New Testament refers to the Second Coming” of Jesus Christ.

	 

	Jesus came the first time in humiliation He will return in exaltation.

	 

	
He came the first time to be killed He will return to kill His enemies.

	 

	He came, the first time, to serve He will return, to be served.

	 

	He came, the first time, as the suffering servant He will return as the conquering king.

	 

	And this is the challenge and the purpose of the Book of Revelation to make every person ready for that return. Jesus is coming is in (present tense) and every eye will see Him is in (future tense).

	 

	The idea of the grammar is that Christ is already on His way, He is in the process of coming and hence will arrive.

	 

	It is ‘about to occur.’ It is imminent:

	So, John says, “Behold, look, pay attention!” Why? Because “He is coming.”

	It doesn’t say, “He will come.” It doesn’t say, “He shall come.” It says, “He is coming,”

	 

	And the use of a present tense verb is intended to give you the feeling that the process of His coming has already begun.”

	 

	So, you had better get ready! Again, this is what the Book of Revelation is all about! He is coming. It is the heart of this book. Jesus fulfilled at least 300 prophecies in His first coming, and there are an estimated 330 prophecies about His second coming. And yet what is the attitude of the apostate Church? He’s not coming back, this is all there is to life, and the Book of Revelation has no relevance!

	 

	
“Only 10% of the American Protestant clergymen found any significance at all in the doctrine of the Second Coming.

	 

	90% of them said it’s not significant.

	 

	Ironically Peter predicted this kind of unbelief when He said, ‘Where is the promise of His coming, the scoffers ask?’ 2 Peter 3:4

	 

	Scoffers have always wanted to deny the Second Coming because it’s connected with judgment and they’re not ready or willing to face the judgment of God.

	 

	But in spite of what the scoffers say, the Bible makes it clear that Jesus will return.”

	 

	In fact, He is coming!

	 

	The 2nd thing we see with this bittersweet preview is a Wrap of Clouds. He is coming with the clouds. Cloud – Greek – “nephele” (nef-el-ay) means “a cloud.” So, the question is, “What is the significance of Jesus coming with clouds around Him? Well, the 1st thing is, clouds speak of the glory or presence of God.

	“Clouds are often associated with the glory of the Lord. They are one aspect of the visible manifestation of the Lord’s presence.

	 

	Clouds indicated God’s presence over the mercy seat where He dwelt between the cherubim (Lev. 16:2). The glory of the Lord filled the Temple (2Chr. 7:1), no doubt including a manifestation of clouds.

	 

	The manifestation of God by clouds indicates His localized presence on the earth, among men: also known as the Shechinah Glory the visible manifestation of the presence of God when He descends to dwell among men.

	 

	
Whenever the invisible God becomes visible, and whenever the omnipresence of God is localized there are clouds.”

	 

	They show you the invisible Almighty all powerful God right there with you!

	 

	Which is why the Israelites freaked out in Exodus 20:19 and shouted,

	“Moses you speak to us. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”

	 

	And we see this visible manifestation of God’s presence throughout Scripture.

	 

	1st – Clouds were the visible manifestation of God’s presence in Wilderness wanderings

	2nd – Clouds were present at the giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai

	3rd – Clouds were present when God communicated with Moses in the Tabernacle

	4th – Clouds descended on and filled the Tabernacle and Temple symbolizing God’s presence

	5th – Clouds took Jesus up to heaven

	Acts 1:6-11: “So when they met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.’”

	 

	So, just as the clouds took Jesus to Heaven, one day the clouds will bring Him back! And this is what John is telling us here!!!

	 

	
6th – Clouds are where believers will ascend at Rapture

	7th – Clouds will open one day as Jesus returns at His 2nd Coming Which, by the way, just to clarify, even though clouds appear at

	both the Rapture and the Second Coming, they are two totally different events.

	 

	OVERHEAD RAPTURE vs SECOND COMING

	 

	Rapture      Second Coming

	Christ comes in the Air      Christ comes to the Earth Christ comes for His Saints      Christ comes with His Saints Believers are taken away      Unbelievers are taken away Christ claims His Bride      Christ comes with His Bride

	Christ gathers His own      Angels gather the elect

	Christ comes to reward      Christ comes to judge

	It’s imminent no signs      Many signs precede it

	Revealed only in New Testament      Revealed in Old Testament & New

	Testament

	It’s a mystery      It’s foretold

	Mount of Olives unchanged      Mount of Olives divided

	Time of blessing comfort      Time of destruction and judgment Only involves believers      Involves Israel & Gentile nations Occurs in blink of an eye      Visible to entire world

	Tribulation begins      Millennium begins

	Believers go to Heaven      Believers return from Heaven Believers get glorified bodies      Elect remain in same bodies Believers go to Fathers house      Elect stay on earth

	Satan remains frees      Satan is bound

	False Prophet/Antichrist free      False prophet/Antichrist go to Lake

	of Fire

	Unbelievers remain on earth      Unbelievers go to hell

	 

	The 2nd thing clouds speak of is the judgment of God at the Second Coming of Christ.

	 

	
Matthew 24:30-31: “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”

	 

	Mark 13:26;14-62: “At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

	 

	Luke 21:25-28: “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time, they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

	 

	Revelation 1:7: “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen.”

	Revelation 14:14-16: “4I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one “like a son of man” with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” So, he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.”

	 

	So, what’s the significance of Jesus coming with the clouds, representing the presence and judgment of God? It means nothing will be able to stop or withstand the actual awesome presence and return of Jesus Christ. Just as certain germs are instantly destroyed by the light of the sun

	 

	
So shall it be with sin, rebellion, wickedness, and all evil at the Return of Christ, when they encounter the direct infinite Holy presence of Almighty God. They will be instantly destroyed! And since this is God returning, nothing, no man, or nothing can keep it from occurring. Again, this is good news! As one guy puts it, this way.

	 

	God’s glory as represented in the clouds is so powerful and so blazing that no one could see it fully and live, as stated in Exodus 33. You can only just see a little bit of it. It had to be veiled.

	 

	But in the future when Christ returns, the glory won’t be veiled. The first thing that God will do is turn out the universe. The sun goes out, the moon goes out, the stars go out, and the entire universe goes pitch black. And we see that in the book of Revelation.

	 

	Then in that pitch-black universe, the glory of God comes out of heaven, the blazing glory of Jesus Christ shines like a million suns.

	 

	And add to that 10,000 times 10,000, and thousands and thousands, which means an innumerable number of holy angels in blazing glory.

	And add to that all of the glorified saints of the Old Testament and the New Testament, who are in blazing white robes riding blazing horses.

	In other words, you got a pageant coming out of the dark, black sky that is indescribable light. And when it says, “He’s coming with clouds,” it doesn’t mean He’s going to be gently sailing down on a little white

	puff. Not at all.”

	 

	Rather, when He comes, it will be in a full blaze of awe-inspiring, infinite Holy Glory of the presence of God, as He prepares to rule, reign, judge, and take over the whole planet. Again, good news!

	 

	BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.

	 

	
The 3rd thing we see with the bittersweet preview is Worldwide Vision. And we see three things about this Worldwide Vision.

	 

	The 1st thing we see is the How of the Vision. Every eye will see him. Every eye– Greek “pas” “ophthalmos.” “Pas” means – “individually, each, every, any, all, the whole, everyone, all things, everything “ophthalmos” means “eye.” So, things mean every single eyeball on the whole planet will see Jesus coming! But the question is, how? Either by television via satellite, or He could encircle the globe. But this event is important for another reason concerning the apostate Church. “Every eye will see Him.”

	 

	“This phrase intentionally undercuts the claims of various cults and aberrations of Christianity which have taught non-visible fulfillments of the coming of Jesus in history past.

	 

	His future coming will be visible to every eye. This simple fact destroys the claims of preterism that this “cloud coming” occurred spiritually in 70

	A.D. with the destruction of Jerusalem and the ending of the Jewish state.

	Preterism shares this aberrant teaching that the coming of Jesus is not a visible coming. Yet the verse states that every eye will see Him.

	“Seeing” is describing literal visibility by every eye, not an abstract

	“understanding” by a few Jews.”

	 

	Which is why Jesus warned us about this.

	 

	Matthew 24:23-25: “At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect – if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time.”

	 

	And yet, because of a lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation, including this global event, with every eye seeing Him. Many today are

	 

	
being duped, with people saying Jesus has secretly appeared to a select few in Siberia.

	 

	Newscaster: “While Christians all over the world prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, some believe He’s alive right now. Where? Well in the deep wilderness of northern Russia. Come along tonight for a truly unique story of a man they call Jesus of Siberia.”

	 

	“It looks like a scene right out of a sermon on the mount. We traveled many kilometers through bug infested forests to reach this isolated village in Siberia, this most northern part of Russia. Here we meet Jesus, or Vaserion, as they also call him. Unbelievable, 15 years ago, this Jesus was Sergey Toro, a small-town Siberian policeman. Now he believes he is the Son of God reincarnated.”

	 

	Vaserion: “People will decide for themselves. Is this the way for them or will they choose something else? But everything has a price.”

	 

	Newscaster: “He said he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and even though he has never visited Israel before, a lot of what he saw, he says, was familiar.”

	Vaserion: “It was a home that was left long ago. I arrived with deep feelings of the past, and new feelings within a new body. With these feelings, I move about in familiar places.”

	 

	Newscaster: “Divorce rates are very high in Russia, and it seems to have reached deep into isolated Siberia as well. Even Vaserion has remarried. He has painted his former wife Luba and also his current wife Sophia. He has six children.”

	 

	Vaserion: “It is written.”

	 

	It is written, Behold, Jesus will appear secretly to a select few in Siberia and marry two wives after getting divorced! Are you kidding me? How can people fall for this? They don’t teach the Bible, let alone the

	 

	
Book of Revelation, which clearly says that when Jesus comes again, every eye will see Him; it will be a global event.

	 

	The 2nd thing we see is the Who of the Vision. The 1st who is those who pierced Him. Referring to the Jewish people.

	 

	Is a subgroup from among every eye, again, establishing the global nature of the manifestation of Christ.

	 

	Now, both Jews and Gentiles are responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus. (Acts 4:27-28). It was Jewish mouths (Mark 15:13; Luke 23:21; John 19:6, 14-16) together with Gentile hands (John 19:23) which crucified Jesus. And ultimately, it was the sin of all mankind which sent Jesus to the cross (Rom. 4:25).

	 

	Yet this passage refers to the Jews who have a particular responsibility (Acts 3:12-15) because Jesus is their promised national Messiah (Rom. 9:4-5).

	 

	The Jewish generation which witnessed the crucifixion of Messiah made the fearful mistake of pronouncing a curse upon themselves and their children: “And all the people answered and said, ‘His blood [be] on us and on our children.’” (Mat. 27:25).

	So, it is the Jewish people that will specially mourn when they realize their grave error and the historical destruction it has wrought.

	 

	“You don’t put kings on crosses; you put them on thrones!”

	 

	In fact, this is what Zechariah prophesied.

	 

	Zechariah 12:10b: “They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for Him as one mourns for an only child and grieve bitterly for Him as one grieves for a firstborn son.”

	 

	
Then, when the Jews look on the One they have pierced, God

	will…

	 

	Zechariah 12:10a: “Pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication.”

	 

	In other words, they finally get it that Jesus was and is their Messiah, but it came at a horrible cost. Again, it’s bittersweet.

	 

	“There is a day coming when God saves the house of David, when He saves the Jews, when He pours out grace and supplication on them.

	 

	And they’ll weep bitterly like losing your firstborn, because they’ll realize what they’ve done. They’ll realize their sin and their tears will be tears of repentance.”

	 

	This is all of Israel. They will see Jesus Christ coming out of glory, and they will pound their breasts, as God graciously pours out upon them a spirit of supplication and makes them plead for forgiveness.

	And in that moment, He sends a fountain of cleansing to wash them from their sins. And Romans 11 will come to pass where Paul says, “So all Israel shall be saved.”

	The 2nd who is of the vision is the tribes of the earth. Tribes – Greek “phule” means “tribe, nation, or people.” In many places, tribes are specifically identified as Jewish. However, when used with the phrase "all the tribes" or "tribes of the earth," it has a more global meaning. And that’s why we see it delineated with tribes of the earth. It clearly refers to the global community (not just the tribes of Israel). So, when it comes to the coming again of Jesus, not just the Jews, but even the tiniest groups of people, the tribes on the earth will see Him. Literally, the whole planet, everybody will see Him and mourn! These are the Gentiles. This is the rest of the world. They, too, along with the Jews, will mourn, but differently.

	Here’s what’s interesting in their response. The Jews repent, but the world cuts.

	 

	
One meaning of the word “mourn” “kopto” means “to cut.” This comes from the oriental imagery of when, for occult reasons, they cut themselves. We see this with the prophets of Baal “cutting themselves” in 1 Kings 18:28. It was an occult practice, which is what the people in the 7-year Tribulation will be involved in. Revelation 9 says they will be “worshipping demons.” Cutting is also a response to those in terrible despair, and in their despair, they cut themselves.

	 

	So, when Jesus comes back, the Jews will mourn a mourning of repentance, according to Zechariah. And the Gentile world will also mourn but not repent, instead cling even deeper to the occult!

	 

	Revelation 9:21: “They did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality, nor of their thefts.”

	 

	Two groups, see the coming of Christ, everybody is going to see Him. The Jews will mourn the mourning of repentance.

	The Gentiles will mourn the mourning of judgment and fear.

	When Jesus comes back, every eye on the face of the earth will see Him.

	Which tells us, this will be a worldwide appearance, which is another thing Jesus warned us about.

	 

	Matthew 24:26-27: “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the desert,’ do not go out; or ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”

	 

	And yet, because of a lack of teaching of the Book of Revelation, many today are being duped by people who say Jesus has gone into a rented public ballroom in Australia.

	 

	
Newscaster: “Tonight, a worldwide investigation into the evil and destructive ways of a self-proclaimed Messiah. A charismatic Australian whose devoted disciples believe he walked this earth 2,000 years ago.

	Tonight, we’ll take you inside the Messiah’s isolated Queensland compound, where he’s preparing his followers, including children, for the apocalyptic end of the world. The leader is this man.”

	 

	Alan Miller: “My name is Alan John Miller, but I’m actually Jesus. I remember all of the events of my crucifixion. I understood what was going on. I understood the reason for my death.”

	 

	Newscaster: “And he’s collecting disciples.”

	 

	Disciple: “Whenever I think about him now, I just cry. I’m starting to have a soul, like an emotional realization of who he is.”

	 

	Newscaster: “I’m on the way to Murgon, in the country of Queensland, for two days of teachings by Jeshua Ben Joseph or Jesus. It’s a gathering of the faithful from around the world.”

	At the conference:

	Jesus: “Well, welcome, I’m Jesus. This is Mary. And so, what we want to do today is talk about addictions and bribery and fear, threats, and blackmail.”

	 

	Newscaster: “Before he became Jesus, Miller was a Jehovah’s Witness pastor but fell out with the Church over an incident with a prostitute. I first met him and Mary during the Brisbane floods. For many years, Miller made his money out of land development and a computer business. But now he believes he holds the salvation of the world in his hands.”

	 

	Jesus: “My first memories were having nails driven through my feet. Which happened when I was 33, really.”

	 

	Newscaster: “Is it true that your mother tried to commit you to a psychiatric ward?”

	 

	
Jesus: “Yes, it is true.”

	 

	Gee, I wonder why. But talk about insane, behold, it is written that Jesus will appear in a rented public hall in Australia, along with the reincarnated Mary Magdalene, and be a former Jehovah’s Witness. Are you kidding me? How can people fall for this? They don’t teach the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, which clearly says that when Jesus comes again, every eye will see Him, and it won’t be in a rented public hall.

	 

	The 3rd thing we see is the Reaction to the Vision. “Will mourn over Him.” Again, let’s take a deeper look at the word "mourn." Mourn – Greek “kopto” means literally “to cut themselves” but also “to beat the breast.” This is some serious bitter grief. The whole planet will mourn like this. Not just out of regret, but out of massive pain and fear over what they rejected.

	 

	The word refers to the act of beating one’s breast as an act of mourning. Jesus refers to this event when all the tribes of the earth will mourn.

	The Jews will mourn because of the awful realization of the truth of the crucifixion of their own Messiah and the subsequent record of history triggered by this most colossal mistake of all history:

	The Gentiles too will mourn as they realize the truth of Christianity which they have steadfastly rejected, and the inescapable fact of their impending judgment.

	 

	Yet, even in the face of overwhelming evidence of God’s existence, sovereignty, and power, they will not repent.

	 

	Therefore, do not marvel over the world and even fake-Christians who have no love of this doctrine of the Second Coming and how they hate to hear about Christ’s speedy return.

	 

	It is because it is the death knell to all their gaieties and pleasures

	 

	
The turning of their confidence into fearful alarm Their songs shriek of horror and despair.

	 

	WHY? Because there is a day coming, when “the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of man shall be made low;” [Isa.

	2:11, 17]

	 

	He came into this world, and they rejected Him. They turned their back on Him.

	They refused Him.

	 

	But that is not the way the story ends. It does not end like that.

	He will come again.

	 

	And when He comes

	The Jews will mourn and repent

	But the Gentiles will mourn and curse

	Which, again, is why Jesus warned us about this as well.

	Matthew 24:30: “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.”

	 

	When Jesus returns, it’s not going to be a fun or joyful time!

	People are going to be freaking out! And yet, because of a lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation, many today are being duped by people who say Jesus’ return will be a joyful, wonderful time, as you can see here.

	 

	Newscaster: “This man claims he’s the real Jesus. And everyone around him thinks it’s true. Is he the real Jesus?”

	 

	Follower: “I like Jesus, hallelujah!”

	 

	
Newscaster: “I am on my way to track him down to see if Jesus is really back or if this is just another cult. One million people think he’s Jesus. The journey to Black Jesus starts now. It’s not going to be easy to find Jesus because (A) the roads are dangerous, (B) our car is in bad shape and (C) we don’t know exactly where he lives. I’m joined by my Kenyon friend Susan who is up to the adventure.”

	 

	Susan: “I’m excited to see Jesus, finally, I get a chance to meet him in person.”

	 

	Newscaster: “We are about 30 minutes away and we see this celebration in the road in front of us. After an 8-hour journey from Nairobi, we have finally made it.”

	 

	Susan: “I am so excited. You have no idea how to live.”

	 

	Newscaster: “As we approach Jesus’s compound, his followers greet us. I walk further inside and there he is. Jesus Christ.” To Jesus, “Hi, pleasure to meet you. How are you?”

	African Jesus: “I’m just okay.”

	Follower: “It’s not for granted for all to witness the second coming of Jesus Christ and the whole world will have to witness for him.”

	2nd Follower: “Jesus has come back, the second time.”

	 

	Behold, it is written that Jesus will appear in an isolated backroad area in the middle of nowhere, Africa. And people will be excited, joyful, singing, dancing, and laughing! Are you kidding me? When Jesus comes back, it will be global, and people will be mourning, beating their breasts, out of fear and regret, over what they have done! How can people fall for this? They don’t teach the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, that clearly says when Jesus comes again, every eye will see Him and mourn.

	 

	
“In Matthew 26, Jesus says. “I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.’

	 

	At this the high priest started ripping his clothes at what he thought was blasphemy. And then they spit in His face. They punched Him with their fists.

	 

	And Jesus said…

	You have not seen the last of Me.

	I will not let this saga end with My humiliation.

	You will see Me in power, and you will see Me in glory. And you will mourn!

	Thus, the world has not seen the last of Jesus.

	 

	It is inconceivable to any Christian, to say nothing of God, that the last view which the world would ever have of Jesus Christ is that of a bleeding, dying, crucified criminal, with blood, spit, and flies all over His flesh, hanging naked in the Judean sky.

	NO! Not the Son of God. Not Jesus. That is not the final view.”

	Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.

	 

	The 4th thing we see is the Cry of the Vision. So, it is to be. Amen.

	John uses the strongest Greek affirmation – “nai” – “so it is to be.” And then couples it with “amen” – “so let it be. He uses two words here. A Greek one and a Hebrew one. “Nai” is a Greek word, and “Amen” is a Hebrew word. So, he takes both languages and makes a definitive affirmation. And does the same thing in Revelation 2:20.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” John ends this preview of Jesus’ second coming with basically a double whammy. He is “pleading” if you will for the return of

	 

	
Jesus in a profound way. Literally, “Even so, amen.” “So let it be.” One man said, “This is the original spiritual high five.” John is literally saying, “Yeah, this is it. Do it.” “Yea, verily, truly, assuredly, even so, yeah, do it please – now!” That’s the response. John is thrilled. And here’s the point. This should also be our response as fellow Christians. How about us? Do we really want Him to return? Or are we too busy playing in the devil’s playground? Do you long for His appearing? Again, this is another problem with the Apostate Church that’s not teaching, reading, or hearing the Book of Revelation. They no longer long for Jesus. Instead, they long for this world. And it’s not just the young.

	 

	Pray for yours and my retired family members who claim to be believers, saved since childhood, but their fruit is very sparse.

	 

	Somehow, they survived all the shots. Yet, like in their pre-shot years, they continue to waste their precious days watching old TV shows all day. They worship the old days.

	 

	They won’t wake up and believe what is happening in these end times. They won’t go to Church because of the music, the people, the time, the chairs and the preaching. They probably will not share their love for Jesus with anyone.

	They won’t watch Billy Crone, but they might listen to an Elvis’ Gospel song on occasion. They might even read a page of “Our Daily Bread’, but they won’t open their Bible, and they would rather talk about worldly things all day long.

	 

	And they are old; they have only a little time left.

	 

	That’s what you get when you don’t teach the Book of Revelation.

	Which leads us to the 5th thing we see is the Identity of the Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:8: “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,

	“who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	
GREEK: I [am} the Alpha and the Omega, the God Lord says. The One Being and the One Existing in the past and the One [Who is continually] Coming [forth], the All-Sovereign One! Now we see the identity of the bittersweet vision. God gives us a rapid-fire bullet list of Who He is and just Who it is who’s coming back!

	 

	“I am” - This phrase is a trademark of the Book of John and its identification of Jesus being God! Jesus said unless you believe ”I

	am” (John 8:24), you will die in your sins. He said that before Abraham ”I am” (John 8:58) a reference to the self-existent One of Exodus (Ex.

	3:6, 14) for which the Jews attempted to stone Him. It was also this declaration of deity that those who came to arrest Jesus fell back: in John 18:6 “Now when he said to them “I am,” they drew back and fell to the ground.” Why? Because He’s God! And now John uses it here in Revelation 1:8.

	 

	“I am the Alpha and the Omega” - This title is applied both to the Father (Rev. 21:6+) and to the Son (Rev. 22:13+). Another clear indication of Deity. Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet. Omega is the last letter of the Greek alphabet. Showing us, that God existed from before all time and will continue to exist beyond all time. He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end, of all things.

	Isaiah 41:4: “Who has performed and accomplished it, Calling forth the generations from the beginning? ‘I, the LORD, am the first, and with the last. I am He.’”

	 

	Thus, God orders all things from beginning to end, including the coming judgment upon the earth. I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God. ‘Lord’ (kurios) means “master.” The bearer of this title was worthy of divine recognition and honor. Designating someone as “Lord,” especially in John’s day, had serious implications. It was a title which Christians did not use lightly. The apostolic writers and early believers were well aware of this meaning. Polycarp died as a martyr rather than call Caesar kurios.” The bearer of this title was worthy of Divine recognition and honor. Then we have “The Almighty.” “I am the Alpha and the

	 

	
Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” Almighty – Greek “pantakratos.” Not just “kratos” meaning “great power or rule,” but “pantakratos.” Panta – meaning “all.” Thus, God is not just a “ruler” Who is “powerful,” showing us He is ruler over all, the absolute universal power. And so, the question is… “Why are all these attributes of God mentioned here, dealing with the second coming of Jesus? Because God is saying, if you think this may not happen, I want to assure you it will! He affirms Who is in charge of this event and Who it is that is returning. The speaker is God. And the One Coming is God. Thus, we are given an assurance on the certainty of the Second Coming, to which nobody can stop! Emphasized in three attributes.

	 

	Number one, His omniscience. “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” He is saying, “I am the supreme, sovereign in whom is contained all knowledge.” Why? Because somebody might come along and say, “Well, you say Jesus is coming. Well, maybe you don’t know everything. Maybe there’s something that can thwart this deal that you don’t even know about.” But God says, “No way! I contain all knowledge. There is no information, there is no knowledge, there is no truth, there is no understanding, there is no wisdom outside of what I know. When I say Christ is coming, I’m telling you He’s coming! There won’t be any surprises because there’s nothing outside My knowledge. I am Alpha to Omega. I know everything.”

	 

	The second attribute is His omnipresence. He’s the One “who is and who was and who is to come.” This affirms God’s eternal presence, for He is everywhere at all times. He always has been. He always will be. His presence is not bound or limited by time or by space. Why?

	Because somebody might say, “Well, you might know what you know because you know about the places you’ve been. But there might be some places outside of where you’ve been, so there might be something there you don’t know about.” And God says, “I am everywhere at all times all the time, and so there’s nothing outside of where I am. There’s nothing that can happen before I’m around, and there’s nothing that can happen after I leave because there’s never a before I’m there, and there’s never a time when I’m gone. And so, when I say Jesus is coming, it is settled

	 

	
because all matters, all issues, all persons, all events, all places, and all realities for all eternity are visible to Me.”

	 

	And finally, the third attribute is His omnipotence. “The Almighty.” Why? Because somebody is going to come along and say, “Well, yeah. Maybe you’re omniscient, and you know everything, and maybe you’re everywhere, and there’s nothing anywhere that you’re not fully aware of. But maybe there’s somebody who is more powerful than you. Somebody who can overthrow your plan.” And so, God says, “If you think that, you’re eating chicken. Let me remind you, ‘I am 'pantokrator' - the One of All Power.” “The Almighty God,” “The Supreme Power.

	Nobody even comes close to Me.” God has all knowledge. He is everywhere present. He is in absolute, sovereign, complete control of every single thing at all times for all time! So, when He says He’s coming, He’s coming. God guarantees it.

	 

	And when he does, He’s going to come in a glory cloud, and the whole world is going to see Him. The Jews are going to mourn and be saved. The Gentiles are going to mourn and be destroyed. And John says, our response ought to be like this, “Yes, amen, so let it be…so let it happen.” So, the point is this…

	
	1 – Behold, wake up, pay attention! Get busy living for Jesus and make a difference while you can. Now is the time, this is the place, this is the generation, this is our one shot to do something for Jesus!



	 

	
	2 – Behold, wake up, pay attention, and look up! Your redemption is drawing near! We Christians will see Jesus coming in the clouds, too! But not in judgment like with the Jews and Gentiles. But for our rescue before He judges the Jews and the Gentiles. So, we need to be ready for that appearance.



	 

	Narrator: “When the Rapture occurs, the world will capture the moment. Cell phones, security cameras, law enforcement body cams, doorbell cams, and more, will all bear video records of the great disappearance.

	The world will reel with concern from watching the strange,

	 

	
mindboggling, and unbelievable video footage that goes viral across the globe. People vanish before their eyes, and it’s all caught on camera. This event won’t be science fiction, conspiracy theory, or mindless speculation. When Christ comes for his people, it will be in the twinkling of an eye.

	Between the resurrected dead and the raptured, billions of people will exit this planet in an instant, but billions will be left behind. It will be chaos on our globe, but incredible, glorious joy in the skies. This is the Rapture, the great disappearance. It is vital to know what the Bible says about this coming day, the next event on God’s prophetic agenda for the earth. Are you ready?”

	 

	Behold, pay attention! That’s going to happen. It’s a promise from God. And we need to get ready. We need to finish strong. We need to tell as many people as possible to join us in the clouds of the Rapture, not the clouds at the second coming, before it’s too late. Why?

	 

	Jesus Christ once left heaven for earth in humiliation. He’ll be back in exaltation.

	He once left heaven to be killed. He will do it again to kill. He once left heaven to serve. He will do it again to be served.

	He once left heaven to offer grace. He will do it again to demand justice. He once left heaven to seek and to save. He will do it again to search and destroy.

	 

	The question always in this book is, are you ready? Why? Because He is coming!

	 

	
 

	Chapter Eight

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:9

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As we have been seeing, the Book of Revelation is all about Jesus Christ coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity, where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, or devil or demons! Why? Because the old order of things has passed away. Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! And again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right? So, we are going to continue that amazing journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1-9: “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw, that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John, to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory

	 

	
and power for ever and ever!” Amen. Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced Him, and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him. So shall it be! Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is come, the Almighty.’ I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	Wow, that sounds like some important good news, and that’s because it is! How many of you want to hear some good news? Then read this book! But, as we saw before, people don’t, and if they do, they get it horribly wrong! As we have seen, the Book of Revelation reveals why people either don’t get it or get it horribly wrong: because of their attitude, their approach, and their apprehension towards the book, which leads them to say it’s all doom and gloom, bad for you. But when you do read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also save us for an amazing, mind-blowing future. And that is what we have been seeing as we begin that journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It’s a revelation. But the question is, a revelation of what? What is it that is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The real, risen Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation isn’t here to wow you, it’s not here to scare you, it is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that, concealing. By not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real risen Christ! And this book also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into – saying that God is our buddy, or Jesus is our homeboy, or lawn boy, or rock star. Not the King of kings,
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	Lord of lords, Master of the universe, or the One Who reigns over all creation, as Revelation says. And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus. It produces rotten, worldly Churches, as you can see here.

	 

	Narrator: “Brothers and sisters we are in trouble. Not because the world is attacking us, but because we are starting to look just like it. We are living in a time where the line between the Church and the world is becoming increasingly blurred. It’s not always loud. It’s not always blatant, but it’s steady, subtle and strategic. The enemy knows he doesn’t need to make us denounce the name of Jesus outright. All he needs to do is to get us to redefine him, to reshape the gospel until it looks more like the culture than the cross.

	 

	And sadly, the Church is playing along. We must be honest enough to see where we have allowed the world’s thinking to set the agenda for God’s house. First, we’ve embraced a worldly definition of love. In our culture, love now means unconditional affirmation. It means never telling someone they’re wrong. And this false love has crept into the pulpit. We don’t confront sin anymore. We redefine it, reframe it, or worse, ignore it

	 

	
altogether. Paul told Timothy to preach the Word. Be ready in season and out of season. Reprove, rebuke and exhort. II Timothy 4:2. But that sounds harsh to modern ears.

	 

	So, instead, we preach what makes people feel good. Second, we’ve turned worship into entertainment. Many Churches today design services based on what will keep people coming back rather than what will glorify Christ. And when the measure of success becomes numbers instead of holiness, we’ve already surrendered to worldly thinking. Third, we’ve adopted the world’s obsession with self. Our culture tells you to follow your heart, believe in yourself, and live your truth. And now sermons sound more like motivational talks than biblical expositions. We preach you can do it more than you must repent.

	 

	But Jesus didn’t come to boost our self-esteem. He came to rescue sinners from the wrath of God. The gospel is not about self-fulfillment. It’s about self-denial. Jesus said, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.’ Luke 9:23. Fourth, we’ve made peace with sin through compromise. We think that if we water down the truth, the world will like us more and then maybe they’ll listen to us.

	 

	But in trying to win the world’s approval, we lose the very power that makes the Church, the Church. James 4:4 says friendship with the world is enmity with God. You cannot hold hands with the world and claim to be holding onto Christ at the same time. As the Church, we must decide, will we be a light in the darkness or will we dim our light so that we can blend into the darkness. The world does not need a Church that looks like it. It needs a Church that looks like Christ.”

	 

	And that is what you get when you teach the Bible, including the Book of Revelation! But since the Church is not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, you reap what you sow! You love pleasure more than God. You love this world more than God. You love self, more than God, sin more than God, and you become apostate, worldly, anemic, ineffective, and full of fakers. This is what the Book of Revelation will

	 

	
protect you from! Where you see it’s about Jesus, not you! It’s about pleasing Him, not yourself. You won’t come out sinful, hedonistic, worldly, selfish, self-centered, no change, I can do whatever I want, with a drinking beer with Jesus and Santa’s casual attitude. You’ll come out looking like Christ.

	 

	Because the Book of Revelation is all about Christ! The real Risen Christ, who’s coming back as a mighty warrior, not some lovey-dovey, namby-pamby religious buddy, drinking beer with Santa Claus! Are you kidding me? It’s about Jesus Christ, the King of kings, Lord of lords, and Master of all. Who alone is worthy of our worship and obedience. This is the other side of Jesus that truly is a revelation to most professing Christians today.

	 

	Which is why God tells us just how important this book, this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is! It’s a message that came from the very throne of God. Which was given to the very Son of God, which was then given to an actual Angel of God, and then given to a top Disciple of God. Why? So, we won’t waste our lives on temporary things and get sucked up into this wicked world system and freak out, losing our witness. So that we will be useful, not useless, faithful, not fearful, fruitful, not fruitless. It is so bad in the Church today that they do everything they can to just stay away from the Bible, including Revelation.

	 

	And apparently, it is so bankrupt that they can’t even come up with a decent Resurrection Sunday sermon. It’s like, come on, you can’t even do something for that? You know, the two times you show up for Church services: Christmas and Easter. This is how bad it is. Let me share this with you. This is a Church’s Resurrection Sunday service, and apparently, they can’t find a Scripture to teach on. So, instead, they did Marvel movies, with secular songs, by the way.

	 

	This is a clip (parody) from the Church of the Rock’s Easter Play, based on the movie, “The Avengers.”

	 

	
Iron Man: “I am Iron Man.”

	 

	Thor: “Loki is beyond reason, but he is still about God, and he is my brother.”

	 

	Natasha: “He’s killed millions of people.”

	 

	Thor: “He’s adopted!”

	 

	Captain America: “So, Tony, how much do we get paid?”

	 

	Iron Man: “Nothing.”

	 

	Iron Man, strapped to a cross, starts to sing a song: “It’s the end of the world as we know it. It’s the end of the world as we know it. I feel fine. I get knocked down, but I get up again. Never going to keep me down. I get knocked down, but I get up again. Never going to keep me down. I get knocked down, but I get up again. Never going to keep me down.”

	 

	It’s not going to be fine with God! And it’s the end of the Church as we know it! What a joke! This apostate behavior is what the Book of Revelation brings out! You find out who and what you really worship, who God really is, and who you really are! Christianity has been so dumbed down that people don’t even know what a true Christian is. And I’m talking about the Church!

	 

	This is what the Book of Revelation will show you. The real Jesus, the real God, who you really are, and worship. And if you’re off track, it will get you back on track! So that we will be useful, not useless, faithful, not fearful, fruitful, not fruitless. That’s what you get when you read this Book. It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, ineffective Church today. And that’s what we saw in verses 1 and 4, where John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1: “To show His servants what must soon take place.”

	Revelation 1:4a: “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.”

	 

	
The audience, the recipient of this message, is “us.” This unveiling of the Book of Revelation is the “other side” of Jesus and was given to show not this world, not those nasty people out there; it was given to show His servants, “us” the Church. Because the world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment are coming. The apostate Church needs to know this is the real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel!

	 

	Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. In verses 3, 4, 5 & 6, he gets us blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up. How? By showing us that God continually exists, He is complete, He is faithful, He is preeminent, He is ruler over all, He is the One Who loves us, He gives us purpose, and He gives us Himself, to show us that we are the people of God. Jesus Christ is the most glorious being in the universe; His power is completely unmatched. He has destroyed death, hell, and the grave, and the devil himself. His kingdom will never end.

	 

	And get this – We belong to Him, we are the King’s kids, we are a Chosen Race, we are a Kingdom of Priests, we are a Holy Nation, we are the People of God, we’ve won, we’re on the winning team. We cannot be defeated! We’ve got the greatest victory of all in Jesus Christ! Hallelujah! Is that comforting or what? He is reminding us of who we are so that we will sacrificially live for Him and make a difference while we can! God didn’t say it would be easy, but that’s what it means to be a Christian.

	 

	So just do whatever it takes to get the bittersweet message out. Yes, you suffered, yes, it wasn’t easy, you were made fun of, and you were persecuted. But it was worth it in the end – work for the hug! John gives us several verses to get us into a Spiritual position to handle the bittersweet message. And he encourages us to get it out, no matter what. In verse 7, John gives us a Spiritual preview of the bittersweet message.

	 

	
Revelation 1:7: “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	The 1st thing we see with the bittersweet preview is a Wake-Up Call. The word “look” is literally “behold.” It’s the same word used elsewhere in the Scripture at very important junctures concerning Jesus.

	 

	
		1st At Jesus’ Birth

		2nd At Jesus’ Baptism

		3rd At Jesus’ Temptation

		4th After Jesus’ Resurrection

		5th At Jesus’ Ascension



	At all important junctures of Jesus’ ministry, we see this word. “Behold” - Pay Attention, Look. Again, showing the importance of what John’s sharing with us. And what is that? Jesus Christ is coming back!

	 

	The 2nd thing we see with this bittersweet preview is the wrap of clouds. He is coming with the clouds. Clouds speak of the glory or presence of God and the judgment of God at the 2nd coming of Christ, showing us that nothing will be able to stop or withstand the actual awesome presence and return of Jesus Christ.

	 

	The 3rd thing we see with the bittersweet preview is Worldwide Vision. And we see three things about this worldwide vision. The first thing we see is the “How” of the vision. Every eye will see Him; it will be a global event. The second is the “Who” of the vision. Those who pierced Him, referring to the Jewish people. Tribes of the earth, referring to the rest of the planet, the Gentiles. Showing us that the return of Jesus won’t be in secret, only to a select few in some isolated area, or in a rented hall. The whole world will see it! The third is the “reaction” of the vision. They will mourn over Him when Jesus returns. It’s not going to be a fun or joyful time. People aren’t going to be dancing, laughing, yucking it up; they are going to be freaking out! People will be mourning! Beating their breasts, out of fear and regret, over what they have done! The Jews will

	 

	
mourn and repent. The Gentiles will mourn and not repent and cut themselves!

	 

	Which leads to the fourth thing: the “Cry” of the vision. So, it is to be. Amen. John uses two words here - A Greek one and a Hebrew one. He uses both languages and makes an amazing affirmation. Basically, “pleading” for the return of Jesus in a profound way. John is literally saying, “Yeah, this is it. Do it.” “Yea, verily, truly, assuredly, even so, yeah, do it please…now.” And so should we as fellow Christians. The fifth is the “Identity” of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:8: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of Who it is that’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. Number one, His omniscience. “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” The second attribute is His omnipresence. He’s the One “who is and who was and who is to come.” And finally…the third attribute is His omnipotence. “The Almighty.” Why? Because somebody is going to come along and say, “Well, yeah. Maybe you’re omniscient, and you know everything, and maybe you’re everywhere, and there’s nothing anywhere that you’re not fully aware of. But maybe there’s somebody who is more powerful than You. Somebody that can overthrow Your plan.” And so, God says, “If you think that, you’re eating chicken…let me remind you, ‘I am “pantokrator” - the One of All Power.” “The Almighty God,” “The Supreme Power. Nobody even comes close to Me.” God has all knowledge. He is everywhere

	present. He is in absolute, sovereign, complete control of every single thing at all times for all time! So, when He says He’s coming, He’s coming. God guarantees it.

	 

	Now we see the 6th thing about the bittersweet preview, and that is the “Context” of the vision.

	 

	
Revelation 1:9: “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	Greek: “I, John, your brother and together-sharer in the affliction and kingdom and patience [because we are] with Jesus. I was on the island being designated Patmos, for the [cause] of the Authority of God, even the witness of Jesus.”

	 

	Here we see John giving us even more encouragement to get the bittersweet message out.

	 

	And the 1st thing John wants us to know is the Importance of Good Fellowship. Brother and Companion - Greek – “adelphos” (brother), Greek – “sugkoinonos” (soong-koy-no-nos) means – “fellow-partaker, joint partner, together-sharer.” So just what is John a “together-sharer” in? He is our brother in suffering. Suffering – Greek “thlipsis” means – “intense anguish or trouble, oppression, affliction or distress.” Literally – “tribulation.” This is not a reference to “The Tribulation” but to Christian persecution. John is saying we have something in common, “us.” He is sharing with us in pain. So, what’s so encouraging about John telling us about being a “together-sharer” in painful suffering? One – So we know this isn’t something abnormal.

	 

	Psalms 34:19: “A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.”

	 

	Isaiah 48:10: “See I have refined you though not as silver, I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.”

	 

	1 Thessalonians 3:2-4: “We sent Timothy, our brother and a ministering servant of God in the good news of the Christ, with a view to stabilizing and encouraging you concerning your faith, that is, that no one be shaken or disturbed and be caused to break down in the midst of these afflictions, for you yourselves know with a positive assurance that for this we are destined. For also when we were with you, we kept on telling you

	 

	
beforehand that we are destined to be suffering affliction, even as it also came to pass and you know it well.”

	 

	Philippians 1:29: “And the reason why you should not be terrified is because to you that very thing was given graciously as a favor for the sake of Christ and in His behalf, not only to be believing on Him, but also to be suffering for His sake and in His behalf.”

	 

	Philippians 3:10: “Now I long to know Christ and the power shown by His resurrection, now I long to share His sufferings, even to die as He died.”

	 

	1 Peter 5:9: “Resist him (devil) standing firm in the faith because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”

	 

	1 Peter 4:12-13: “And now, dear friends of mine. I beg you not to be unduly alarmed at the fiery ordeals which come to test your faith, as though this were some abnormal experience. You should be glad, because it means that you are sharing in Christ’s sufferings.”

	So, if you’re a Christian, you’re going to suffer! Especially if you live for Christ, share Christ, and get this bittersweet message out that nobody wants to hear. Which is, God is going to judge the Church, and then He’s going to judge the world! As Paul says:

	 

	2 Timothy 3:12: “Indeed, all who want to live in a godly way in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

	 

	And so, suffering is not only a Biblical possibility, especially if you live for Christ and share the bittersweet message. It was a present reality when John wrote this. Christian persecution was widespread when John wrote the Book of Revelation. Here is an example from Fox’s Book of Martyrs.

	 

	
“The first apostle to suffer after the martyrdom of Stephen was James, the brother of John. Clement tells us, ‘When this James was brought to the tribunal seat, he that brought him and was the cause of his trouble, seeing him to be condemned and that he should suffer death, was in such sort moved within heart and conscience that as he went to the execution he confessed himself also, of his own accord, to be a Christian. And so were they led forth together, where in the way he desired James to forgive him for what he had done. After James had a little pause with himself upon the matter, turning to him he said, ‘Peace be to thee, brother;’ and kissed him. And both were beheaded together, A.D. 36.’

	 

	Thomas preached to the Parthians, Medes, Persians, Carmanians, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, and Magians. He was killed in Calamina, India. (He was run through the body with a lance.)

	 

	Simon, brother of Jude and James the younger, who were all the sons of Mary Cleophas and Alpheus, was Bishop of Jerusalem after James. He was crucified in Egypt during the reign of the Roman emperor Trajan.

	 

	Simon the Apostle, called Cananeus and Zelotes, preached in Mauritania, Africa, and Britain. He was also crucified.

	Mark, the first Bishop of Alexandria, preached the gospel in Egypt. He was burned and buried (after being dragged through the streets) in a place named Bucolus during Trajan’s reign.

	 

	Bartholomew is said to have preached in India and translated the gospel of Matthew into their tongue. He was beaten, (skinned alive), crucified, and beheaded in Albinopolis, Armenia.

	 

	Andrew, Peter’s brother, preached to the Scythians, Sogdians, and the Sacae in Sebastopolis, Ethiopia.

	 

	When Andrew, through his diligent preaching, had brought many to the faith of Christ, Aegeas the governor asked permission of the Roman senate to force all Christians to sacrifice to and honor the Roman idols. Andrew

	 

	
thought he should resist Aegeas and went to him, telling him that a judge of men should first know and worship his Judge in heaven. While worshipping the true God, Andrew said, he should banish all false gods and blind idols from his mind.

	 

	Furious at Andrew, Aegeas demanded to know if he was the man who had recently overthrown the temple of the gods and persuaded men to become Christians—a ‘superstitious sect’ that had recently been declared illegal by the Romans.

	 

	Andrew replied that the rulers of Rome didn’t understand the truth. The Son of God, who came into the world for man’s sake, taught that the Roman gods were devils, enemies of mankind, teaching men to offend God and causing Him to turn away from them. By serving the devil, men fall into all kinds of wickedness, Andrew said, and after they die, nothing but their evil deeds are remembered.

	 

	The proconsul ordered Andrew not to preach these things anymore or he would face a speedy crucifixion. Whereupon Andrew replied, ‘I would not have preached the honor and glory of the cross if I feared the death of the cross.’ He was condemned to be crucified for teaching a new sect and taking away the religion of the Roman gods.

	Andrew, going toward the place of execution and seeing the cross waiting for him, never changed his expression. Neither did he fail in his speech.

	His body fainted not, nor did his reason fail him, as often happens to men about to die.

	 

	He said, ‘O cross, most welcome and longed for! With a willing mind, joyfully and desirously, I come to you, being the scholar of Him which did hang on you, because I have always been your lover and yearned to embrace you.’

	 

	In the year A.D. 80, he was crucified by Aegeas, the governor of the Edessenes, (He preached to the people until he died) and was buried in Patrae, in Archaia.

	 

	
Matthew wrote his gospel to the Jews in the Hebrew tongue. After he had converted Ethiopia and all Egypt, Hircanus the king sent someone to kill him with a spear.

	 

	After years of preaching to the barbarous nations, Philip was stoned and crucified in Hierapolis, Phrygia, and buried there with his daughter.

	 

	James, the brother of the Lord, being considered a just and perfect man, governed the Church with the apostles. He drank no wine or any strong drink, ate no meat, and never shaved his head. He would enter into the temple alone, fall on his knees, and ask remission for the people, doing this so often that his knees lost their sense of feeling and became hardened, like the knees of a camel. Because of his holy life, James was called ‘The Just’ and ‘the safeguard of the people.’

	 

	When many of their chief men had been converted, the Jews, Scribes, and Pharisees began to fear that soon all the people would decide to follow Jesus. They met with James, saying, ‘We beg you to restrain the people, for they believe Jesus as though he were Christ. Persuade those who come to the Passover to think correctly about Christ, because they will all listen to you. Stand on the top of the temple so you can be heard by everyone.’

	 

	During Passover the Scribes and Pharisees put James on top of the temple, calling out to him, ‘You just man, whom we all ought to obey, this people is going astray after Jesus, who was crucified.’

	 

	And James answered, ‘Why do you ask me of Jesus the Son of Man? He sits on the right hand of the Most High and shall come in the clouds of heaven.’

	 

	Hearing this, many in the crowd were persuaded and glorified God, crying, ‘Hosannah to the Son of David!’

	 

	Then the Scribes and Pharisees realized they had done the wrong thing by allowing James to testify of Christ. They cried out, ‘Oh, this just man is seduced, too!’ then went up and threw James off the temple.

	 

	
But James wasn’t killed by the fall. He turned, fell on his knees, and called, ‘O Lord God, Father, I beg You to forgive them, for they know not what they do.’

	 

	They decided to stone James, but a priest said to them, ‘Wait! What are you doing? The just man is praying for you!’ But one of the men there—a fuller—took the instrument he used to beat cloth and hit James on the head, killing him, and they buried him where he fell. James was a true witness for Christ to the Jews and the Gentiles.

	 

	The Apostle Peter was condemned to death in Rome. It is known that many Christians encouraged him to leave the city, and the story goes that as he came to the city’s gate, Peter saw Jesus come to meet him. ‘Lord, where are You going?’ Peter asked.

	 

	‘I am coming again to be crucified,’ was the answer.

	 

	Seeing that his suffering was understood, Peter returned to the city, where Jerome tells us he was crucified head down at his own request, saying he was not worthy to be crucified the same way his Lord was.

	Paul also suffered under this persecution when Nero sent two of his esquires, Ferega and Parthemius, to bring him to his execution. They found Paul instructing the people and asked him to pray for them, so they might believe. Receiving Paul’s assurance that they would soon be baptized, the two men led him out of the city to the place of execution, where Paul was beheaded.”

	 

	Luke was hanged upon an olive tree in Greece. Jude was shot to death by arrows.

	Matthias was first stoned, then beheaded.

	Barnabas was stoned to death by the Jews at Salonica.

	 

	John was put into a cauldron of boiling oil in Rome but escaped unhurt. Then he was exiled to Patmos. Afterwards it is said that he was allowed to return to the mainland; he died a natural death in Ephesus in Asia.”

	 

	
Narrator: “John had spent many years leading the Church in Ephesus, a city that was an important hub for early Christianity. His ministry there had greatly influenced the growth of the faith, and he had become a beloved and respected figure. However, the mission, aware of John’s influence and leadership within the Christian community, wanted to make an example of him. The Roman authorities saw John’s defiance of the emperor’s rule as an act of rebellion, and for that they would seek to put an end to his life. John, now an old man, in his later years was brought to Rome to stand trial. The mission’s intent was clear. He wanted to execute John in a manner so terrifying that it would strike fear into the hearts of Christians everywhere. The punishment chosen for John was death by being boiled alive in a cauldron of oil. In the ancient world this method was used to cause unimaginable suffering and for many it would be a certain death. John’s trial before the Roman authorities mirrored the trials faced by many of the early Christians who were brought before rulers and authorities simply for their unwavering faith in Jesus Christ.

	 

	Jesus himself had forewarned his disciples that they would face such persecution. We read, ‘You will be brought before governors and kings for my sake as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time, you will be given what to say,’ Matthew 10:18-19. The Roman authorities brought John before the masses to publicly execute him as a warning to others. As John stood before the cauldron of boiling oil, the Roman soldiers were preparing to carry out what was meant to be his public execution.

	 

	The heat radiated from the cauldron, and the onlookers braced themselves to witness the horrifying end of one of Christianity’s most beloved apostles. This form of execution was known to be excruciating, a brutal method to silence those who dared to defy Roman authority. But John’s fate would be far different from what anyone expected. Early Christian writers like Tatulian recount that when John was cast into the boiling oil, something miraculous happened. He didn’t burn. Instead, the oil that was meant to consume him had no effect. John emerged from the cauldron unharmed, as though God had placed his divine protection over him, just as He had with Daniel in the lion’s den centuries before.

	 

	
This miracle was reminiscent of how God had protected His faithful servants throughout history. Just as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were delivered from the fiery furnace in Babylon, John was delivered from the cauldron, testifying to the power of God’s sovereignty over the forces of death and persecution. The Roman soldiers and onlookers were stunned. This was no ordinary man before them. It was clear that something supernatural had taken place. John, who should have suffered a painful and public death, instead stepped out of the cauldron unscathed.

	The very thing that was meant to end his life became a powerful testament to God’s protection and faithfulness.

	 

	The mission and the Roman authorities, baffled and frustrated by John’s miraculous survival, were left with no choice but to exile him.”

	 

	And that was in Patmos. When are we going to get it through our heads that Jesus suffered, the disciples suffered, and we will suffer.

	Especially if we obey God and get the bittersweet message out, like John! We’ve got to get rid of this comfort Christianity. Learn to be a better you, learn how to be financially successful and build up your self-esteem. If you have enough unbiblical faith and God is your Santa Claus. Get a big house, a mansion, Armani suits, fancy cars, luxury homes, which are not only unbiblical, but it doesn’t square with this.

	I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering, John is telling us this, so we know suffering isn’t something to face alone. This is one of the benefits of good fellowship. This is what the enemy doesn’t want us to see, let alone experience. The devil knows there is strength and power in a unified Church. It’s a bulwark never failing. The devil wants to divide and conquer.

	 

	“A member of a certain Church, who previously had been attending services regularly, stopped going. After a few weeks, the Pastor decided to visit him.

	 

	
It was a chilly evening, and the Pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire. Guessing the reason for his Pastor’s visit, the man welcomed him, led him to a big chair near the fireplace, and waited.

	 

	The Pastor made himself comfortable but said nothing. In grave silence, he contemplated the play of the flames around the burning logs. After some minutes, the Pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it on one side of the hearth all alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent.

	 

	The host watched all this in quiet fascination. As the one lone ember’s flame diminished, there was a momentary glow and then its fire was no more. Soon it was cold and ‘dead as a doornail.’ Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. But just before the Pastor was ready to leave, he picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the fire.

	 

	Immediately it began to glow once more with light and warmth of the burning coals around it. As the Pastor reached the door to leave, his host said, ‘Thank you so much for your visit and especially for the fiery sermon. I’ll be back at the Church service next Sunday.’”

	And this is exactly what John is encouraging us with – when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized, and lied about and falsely accused for living for Jesus, preaching Jesus, sharing the gospel and getting the bittersweet message out, that God is getting ready to judge the apostate Church and judge the wicked world. John says we are to be unified. We are to stay plugged in, and to remain in fellowship, because he doesn’t want us to just become a burnt ember by suffering alone. John is our brother and companion in suffering and so, we too, need our brothers and sisters to be our companions in our suffering - not to be the cause of our suffering.

	 

	Let us not be what the world thinks. That the Church is the only institution who shoots their wounded. We are to be a strong support system in the midst of suffering! This is what John is encouraging us with!

	 

	
“I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	The 2nd thing John wants us to know is the Importance of God’s Faithfulness and Kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus. Here John encourages us with two more sources of power and comfort in the midst of suffering. When we live for Jesus, share Jesus, share the gospel, and get the bittersweet message out, that is God’s faithfulness.

	 

	And the 1st way God demonstrates His faithfulness in the midst of suffering is The Reason Why. The 1st reason why we suffer is the Kingdom is Coming. Kingdom – Greek “basileia,” means – “royal power, kingship, dominion, or rule.” You see, it’s one thing to go through suffering, but it’s another thing to go through it thinking there’s no rhyme or reason for it. But here we see that the Kingdom of Christ is coming. But the problem is, the world hates it and resists it and doesn’t want it and thus we will suffer for it.

	 

	Psalm 2:1-5: “Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One. Let us break their chains, they say, and throw off their fetters. The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath.”

	 

	So, do we see any evidence of this today? Not only with the New World Order, but even down to the individual who is shaking their fist at God.

	 

	Newscaster: “Recently, one US citizen may have gone too far. He’s not only a citizen, but he’s also Nebraska State Senator Ernie Chambers. Last month, he walked into a Douglas County courthouse and filed a lawsuit against God.”

	 

	Ernie Chambers: “I am the one complaining. God is the defendant.”

	 

	
Newscaster: “Though Senator Chambers works here, he requested that we conduct the interview in this barber shop.”

	 

	Newscaster: “Senator Chambers, why did you sue God?”

	 

	Ernie Chambers: “To put it in a nutshell, act of God is a term that’s recognized in British law, American law and Canadian law. So, they’ve already pointed the finger at God as the one who commits these catastrophes. I’m simply calling him to account.”

	 

	Now folks, how many of you would say that guy has got as much of a chance winning a judgment against God, as a one-legged man winning in a kicking contest? Anyone who would try to take on God is not only, not the sharpest knife in the drawer, a few clowns short of a circus, a few fries short of a Happy Meal, a few peas short of a casserole, the wheel’s spinning, but the hamster’s dead, one taco short of a combination plate, a few feathers short of a whole duck, the cheese slid off his cracker, couldn’t pour water out of a boot with instructions on the heel, he fell out of the stupid tree and hit every branch on the way down, an intellect rivaled only by garden tools, as smart as bait, chimney’s clogged, and you’re about as dumb as this guy.

	 

	Ron Reagan: “Hi, I’m Ron Reagan, an unabashed atheist. And I’m alarmed, as you may be, by the intrusions of religion into our secular government. That’s why I’m asking you to join the Freedom from Religion Foundation, the nation’s largest and most effective association of atheists and agnostics, working to keep state and Church separate, just like our founders intended. Please, join the Freedom from Religion Foundation today, Ron Reagan, lifelong atheist, not afraid of burning in hell.”

	 

	Oh, but you should be! And one day, you’ll regret it! All of this is a sign of the times showing us we’re living in the Last Days.

	 

	Romans 1:28-32: “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of

	 

	
wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.”

	 

	And because we live in these days when people literally do hate God, they will also hate God’s people!

	 

	Acts 14:22: “It is a necessity in the nature of the case to enter the kingdom of God through many tribulations.”

	 

	People, the facts are that the world can’t beat up God. So, guess what it does? It beats up on God’s people. But be encouraged. Listen to John’s words. When we suffer it is not something abnormal, it is not something we have to face alone. And even if we do, God still has a powerful reason why He lets it happen. Here are twenty reasons why God allows suffering.

	 

	
		To Expose Our Sin Nature – Romans 7:7

		To Keep Us from Becoming Spiritually Lazy - Judges 2:18,19

		To Cause us to be a blessing to others - 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

		To Teach us that God is God and we are not - Matthew 11:1-6 John the Baptist was beheaded

		To make us more like Jesus - Ephesians 4:11-13

		To keep us from wasting our lives - 1 Corinthians 10:31 The enemy seeks to neutralize us, to love this world more than God. Our greatest ability is our availability

		To make us more humble - 2 Corinthians 12:7-9

		To make us more joyful - Acts 20:35

		To make us more loving - Matthew 5:43-44,46 Groundhog Day Movie

		To Produce a powerful testimony - Genesis 50:15-21

		To produce a powerful character – learn to persevere - Romans 5:1-4

		To steer you into a new direction - Acts 16:6-10



	 

	

		To build your faith - 1 Samuel 17:8,32-33,37

		To appreciate fellowship - Coal Story - Hebrews 10:23,25

		To teach you the power of praise - Hebrews 13:15-16

		To purify your service - 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

		To discipline you - Hebrews 12:4-10

		To get you to return to Him Amos 4:1-11

		To get you to witness for Him - Jonah 4:1-4,11-12,15,17

		To get you saved - Romans 2:4-5



	 

	Oh, but wait, there’s more! Let’s look at these Biblical examples.

	 

	
	1) Joseph - Joseph’s own flesh-and-blood brothers sold him into slavery during a fit of jealous hatred. As a result, Joseph ended up becoming one of the most powerful men in the history of the nation of Egypt.



	 

	
	2) Daniel - Similar to the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers, the commissioners and satraps in the Medo-Persian empire were jealous of Daniel because the hand of God was upon him and he prospered. Because of Daniel’s integrity and faithfulness, his enemies could not find a way to trip him up.



	 

	
	3) Esther, Mordecai, and the Jewish people - Haman obtained permission from King Ahasuerus to wipe out the Jews because he was angry that Mordecai would not bow to him. God intervened and Haman’s plans to murder Mordecai backfired. Haman ended up leading Mordecai on horseback in a parade of honor in the king’s name. Mordecai was elevated to prime minister, and Haman was hanged upon the gallows he intended to use for Mordecai.



	 

	
	4) Jesus - It does not get much darker than the brutal beating and ultimate crucifixion of Jesus, yet we all know that this crucifixion and subsequent resurrection resulted in a bounty of grace for us.



	 

	This is what John is telling us! We can remain positive during your own storm, if we only could see God’s sovereignty in the midst of our suffering. We will not only be at peace in the midst of the storm, but we will be able to be faithful instead of fearful, useful instead of useless,

	 

	
fruitful instead of fruitless. So as to make a difference in the lives around us, by getting the bittersweet message out! It doesn’t come in the absence of problems. It comes when you realize – One – it’s not abnormal to have problems. Two – you don’t have to face them alone; we have the Church. And three – God’s got a powerful reason for your problems! As John himself learned!

	 

	In other words, which is where we get the Book of Revelation from. Which is blessing our socks off and protecting the Church from becoming sinful, useless, anemic, ungodly, and worldly. God did something wonderful with John’s exile. So, right now, today, listen to John! Don’t miss the blessing in your suffering! Put your confidence back in the sovereignty of God and you’re going to experience the peace of God no matter what happens. Remember the point of this encouragement from John. He encouraged us with multiple examples from God, and now we have several characteristics from John. That he’s no foreigner to pain! He wants us to be like him, in a position to be faithful, not fearful.

	 

	Okay, this world is going to blow up, judgment is coming, and the Rapture is near. What if I have to die for my faith, take a chill pill will you! Because God is the all-powerful One. He’s in full control of every event of all time. Nothing escapes His notice; nothing is beyond His direction and control. And there is no suffering that takes place without His approval. Including yours! And He not only has a powerful reason for it and you as a Christ follower are not only destined for it, but you will win if you stick it out with Him! This is what the devil doesn’t want you to see. And this is what John is encouraging us to never forget!

	 

	The 2nd reason why we suffer is not just because a Kingdom is Coming, but because A Gospel is Being Preached.

	 

	Revelation 1:9: “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	
And patient endurance. Greek – “hupomone” means – steadfastness, constancy, endurance.” Literally – “One who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings.” And this brings us to two questions. One – What was Patmos like? Did John really have to suffer? Did he know what he was talking about when it came to pain??? Or was it some sort of island paradise? Greek - Patmos = “my killing”, a rugged and bare island in the Aegean Sea. And people were sent there to work in the mines that looked like this! This is a clip from the old movie Barabas. Two men working in a tiny underground space meet for the first time.

	 

	Man working in the mine: “What’s your name? I’m called Sahak. How long has it been? What about your world? Who was emperor? What’s the town you came from? Oh well, here. What’s your name? Can I ask you what your name is?”

	 

	Barabas: “All right, Barabas.

	[image: Image]Don’t you hate it when people keep trying to talk to you when you’re trying to get your work done!!! Notice, no TV, work out at the gym, three-course meal. The Early Church testimony declares that John was released from his imprisonment on the island and allowed to return to Ephesus following the death of Domitian in 96 AD, with the reign of Nerva. What do we know

	about the island of Patmos? Patmos is an island, one of the most northerly in a group of 12 islands off the coast of modern Turkey.

	 

	
It has an area of about 13 square miles, 10 miles long and 6 miles wide. Patmos is crescent-shaped, dry, and volcanic in origin. Patmos was used as an island for banishment; people were sent there to work in the mines.

	Early Church testimony states that John was forced to work in the mines on the island and remained in exile for 18 months. According to tradition, John wrote the Book of Revelation in a cave partway down the mountain from the monastery around AD 95-96. For hundreds of years in the Middle Ages, the island was virtually deserted, but it passed into Venetian and then Turkish occupation from 1537 to 1912. It was ruled by Italy after 1912 and became part of Greece in 1947.

	 

	Two – Why is John on Patmos? Did he win the Roman Lottery?

	Did he get an early Christmas present? No! What did the text say? He was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. He was there because of the cause of the Word of God. He was there because he had been witnessing for God. So why is John telling us this? What’s so encouraging about knowing he was exiled on Patmos because he was faithful to Jesus? Because once again, just as John was with Jesus, so we are with Jesus. Just as John was suffering for the Gospel of Jesus, so we too will suffer for the Gospel of Jesus. In fact, Jesus promised it!

	 

	Matthew 10:14-26: “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town. I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time, you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. When you are

	 

	
persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household! So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed or hidden that will not be made known.”

	 

	And this is the point of the text. This is why we shouldn’t be surprised when we have to suffer. Jesus promised it, John proclaimed it. So why are you put off by it?

	 

	“He was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	Wake up, Christian! This is what happens when you proclaim the Kingdom of Christ, instead of a man-made ecclesiastical kingdom. Instead of - Learn to Be a Better You, Learn How to Be Financially Successful, and Build Up Your Self-Esteem, if you have enough unbiblical faith, God is your Santa Claus, where you get a big house, a mansion, Armani suits, fancy cars, and luxury homes. That’s the lie!

	However, when you are faithful to God and get the bittersweet message out, you’re either going to be exiled, excommunicated, or go through extreme persecution. So why are you trying to run from this truth!

	 

	Side note: If you look at God’s armor in Ephesians, there’s nothing covering the back! Why? Because we’re not supposed to turn around like scaredy cat chickens! So be a man, be a warrior, fight the good fight, and deal with it. If you know your history, Christian, this suffering for Jesus has never stopped! It wasn’t just an early Church issue; it’s a continual Church issue!

	 

	We were just in England and saw the location of fellow Christians being burned at the stake for their faith in Christ.
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	Stop kidding yourself! This kind of persecution will not only return again. It’s already here!

	 

	Narrator: “More than 380 million Christians face high levels of persecution and discrimination for their faith. Each day, they bear witness to the light and life that is found in Jesus Christ. But the risks are great and the price is high. Persecution is as real for the Church today as it was for Jesus’ first followers. Everyday millions of Christians pay the price of witnessing for Christ. And these are the top ten countries where faith costs the most.

	 

	10) Afghanistan - With the Taliban checking people’s phones for Bible apps and Christian messages, believers risk arrest, interrogation, and even death.

	 

	9) Iran – Simin hosted a secret house Church until one day police raided her home and arrested her. She had to flee the country to protect her family.

	 

	8) Pakistan – Christians live in fear of lies and mob violence. Lazar, a 73-

	 

	
year-old Christian, was falsely accused of blasphemy. His home and business were destroyed. Brutally beaten, he died from his injuries.

	 

	7) Nigeria – According to Open Door Research, more Christians are killed for their faith in Nigeria, than in all the other countries of the world combined. Attacked survivors run for their lives. Millions are displaced, enduring desperate conditions, unable to return home.

	 

	6) Eritrea – Christian leader Palos knows he could be arrested at any moment. Eritrean prisons are notoriously brutal, and many Christians do not survive.

	 

	5) Sudan – In this war-torn country more than 100 Churches have been attacked, and believers have been abducted and killed. Christians who are displaced often face discrimination when aid is given out.

	 

	4) Libya – In Libya, converting to Christianity can cost you your life. Anyone leaving Islam risks violent pressure from their families and communities to renounce their new faith. Christians are kidnapped and even killed.

	3) Yemen – There are only a few brave Yemen Christians. Zara used to work alongside another believer to disciple secret Christians until he was murdered by extremists. But despite death threats, she carried on.

	 

	2) Somalia – All Somalis are expected to be Muslims. Step away from that path and you pay a high price. Christian converts are violently targeted by the community, the authorities and jihadists.

	 

	1) North Korea – Still the most dangerous country in which to be a Christian. Having escaped this prison nation and found freedom in Christ, Joo Min made an incredibly brave decision: she would return to North Korea and share her new-found faith. If she’s discovered, she could be sent to a labor camp or even killed on the spot.

	 

	
Christians Detained in Algeria for Preaching House Churches Banned in Central India

	Turkey Arrests Street Evangelists For “Insulting Islam” 100+ Christians Killed in Two Days

	1,624 Christians Killed for the Faith

	Turkish Believers “Satanically Tortured” Before Being Killed Jihadists Massacre 89 Christians in African Nation

	One Million North Koreans In “Concentration Camps”

	 

	Other experiments in these and other camps allegedly include chemical experiments. “An officer ordered me to select 50 healthy female prisoners,” said Soon Ok-lee, who was imprisoned for seven years. “One of the guards handed me a basket full of soaked cabbage, told me not to eat it but to give it to the 50 women. I gave them out and heard a scream from those who had eaten them. They were all screaming and vomiting blood. All who ate the cabbage leaves started violently vomiting blood and screaming with pain. It was hell. In less than 20 minutes they were quite dead,”

	 

	And now we have this. The assignation of a brother in Christ in the United
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States of America. We have got to get it through our heads, we are going to suffer if we preach the Gospel, if we live for Jesus, if we share Jesus, if we get the bittersweet message out that nobody wants to hear. That God’s getting ready to judge the apostate Church. God’s getting ready to judge this wicked world. Why?

	 

	2 Timothy 3:12: “Indeed, all who want to live in a godly way in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

	 

	But don’t listen to that, listen to this liar:

	 

	Rich Fahle: “You know, your first book, Your Best Life Now, was a phenomenal bestseller. There are more than four million copies in print out there. And obviously with that many books out in the world, there’s a lot of people who are attempting to live their best life or living their best life now. So, with that in mind, how did you decide to come out with another book? And how does this book complement your first book?”

	 

	Joel Osteen: “Well, basically I felt like people needed to keep growing. We all should keep growing. That’s what the book is about. I mean, living your best life now was a lot about enlarging your vision and things like that. This book is more about what can we do every day to become better.”

	Paul Washer: “False teachers are God’s judgment on people who don’t want God. But in the name of religion, plan on getting everything their carnal heart desires. That’s why a ‘Joel Osteen’ is raised up. Those people who sit under him are not victims of him. He is the judgment of God upon them because they want exactly what he wants and it’s not God.

	 

	You know what, I have a theory. It goes like this. I don’t think Joel Osteen will ever preach this verse.

	 

	Revelation 1:9: “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	
Be encouraged. The reason why he’ll never do that is because he’s a false teacher. He’s a heretic. But I like that particular video because, you know why he continues to do that? Because the people want to hear that, not the truth. That’s the apostate Church that God’s going to judge first before he judges the world. That’s what you see when you teach the Book of Revelation. But you’ll never get it if you skip it in order to learn to be a better you.

	 

	And John is not just saying, "Be encouraged when you suffer for the Gospel’s sake"; he’s leading the way by example. He himself was banished to an island for preaching the Gospel. And so, if you, too, are going to be a faithful preacher of the Gospel in these Last Days, you, too, will suffer. But that’s not all John is encouraging us with. Now he tells us the secret to coming out on top in the midst of suffering. But we will have to cover that in the next chapter.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Nine

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:10

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	This book is all about Jesus Christ. You know, the One we say we love and are so thankful for all He’s done. I mean, why wouldn’t you want to learn about that? It’s an unveiling of who He really is and what He is going to do very soon. It’s all about His sovereignty, His Lordship – He’s the King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. It’s all about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet very soon, and leading us into the state of eternity, where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, devil, or demons! Why? Because the old order of things has passed away. Listen: Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! That’s what’s in this Book! Again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right?

	 

	Revelation Chapter 1:1-10: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John, to the seven Churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before this throne, and from Jesus

	 

	
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and has made us to be a kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.’ I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	Wow, sounds like something we should pay attention to! But as we saw before, people don’t, and if they do, they get it horribly wrong! So, as we revealed in the intro of the Book of Revelation, why don’t people pay attention or get it horribly wrong?

	 

	The 1st reason people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is their attitude towards it. Again, it’s a bad one. Many people, even Christians, so-called Churches, pastors, Sunday School teachers, you name it, have come up with all kinds of lame excuses and horrible reasons as to why we should never study this book, yet, we’re supposed to study all the Bible, the whole counsel of God. God put it in here for a reason, just like any other book of the Bible. And it’s a fantastic reason, as we’re going to see.

	 

	The 2nd reason people get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is their approach to it. As if the attitude isn’t enough. We also have some in the Church who will actually try to make an attempt to study the Book of Revelation, but their approach is all wrong; totally wrong, horribly wrong.

	 

	The 3rd reason why people get The Book of Revelation wrong is their apprehension towards the Book. In other words, they think they can’t understand it. It’ll never make sense. Which again, is a byproduct of a bad attitude and a bad approach. Then say, it’s all doom and gloom – bad for

	 

	
you! But when you actually read the book and interpret it correctly – WOW! You see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock full of so much good news of how God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but for we who are saved; we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future. But that’s what we saw in our last eight chapters.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	A Revelation concerning Jesus Christ. Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It is a Revelation. But the question is, a revelation of what? What is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The Real Risen Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you. It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that – concealing! How? By not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! The Book of Revelation also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into, saying that God is our buddy, our homeboy, our lawn boy, or our rock star. Not the King of kings, Lord of lords, Master of the Universe, the One who reigns over all creation, as Revelation says. And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus. It produces rotten worship of God, as you can see here.

	 

	“Now, if a person has been a Christian for more than four years and he has not read the entire Bible, not understood, understanding takes a long time, but not read through the whole Bible from cover to cover. I would say, he has no respect for God. And if any of you are like that, I have to tell you straight to your face. You don’t have any respect for the God you claim to believe in. And it means that you’ve taken God lightly. See, what would you think of a bride whose bridegroom has gone away too long in some far away place and says, I’m coming back and we’ll get married as soon as he comes back. And suppose he writes a long letter. You know people who are in love with each other can sometimes write long letters,

	 

	
say a letter of 30 pages. Do you think she would read every word in it? Or would she just read here and there and leave it aside and pick it up now and then, and read a little more? If it’s like that, I would say, she doesn’t really love her fiancé. She wants to marry him but maybe because he’s a rich man and she can get a lot of benefits by marrying him.

	 

	For many Christians, their relationship with God is, what can I get from Him? Can He make my life a little more comfortable? Can He answer my prayers? And if life gets a little difficult, then they have questions. I would say a person who doesn’t read God’s Word and hasn’t read it in four years, I would say he doesn’t really love God. No, he wants all the benefits he can get from God. Like this bride who wants to marry a rich man and live in a grand house and have a fine car and all those advantages, but doesn’t really love Him, because when he took all the trouble to write that long letter, she just read a few pages here and there. Now apply that to your attitude towards God’s Word.”

	 

	Apply it to the Book of Revelation, and you wonder why people who go to Church services are so selfish, self-centered, and learn to be a better you, how to be financially successful, and how to build up your self-esteem. That is what you get when you teach the Bible, including the Book of Revelation! A rotten, watered-down, loveless worship of God. No wonder the lost don’t want to have anything to do with Jesus. Why would they want a relationship with Him? You don’t! But since the Church is not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, you reap what you sow!

	 

	You love pleasure more than God, this world more than God, self, more than God, and sin more than God. You become apostate, worldly, anemic, ineffective, and full of fakers. This is what the Book of Revelation will protect you from. Where you see it’s about Jesus, not you. It’s about pleasing Him, not yourself. It’s about worshiping Him, loving Him, and enjoying beautiful bride-like relations with Him.

	 

	You won’t come out sinful, hedonistic, worldly, selfish, self-centered, no change, just enough, I can do whatever I want with a casual

	 

	
attitude. You’ll come out looking like Christ and loving Him! Why? Because the Book of Revelation is all about Christ! The real Risen Christ. Who is so worthy of our worship! Who’s coming back as a mighty warrior. Not some namby-pamby religious buddy, drinking beer with Santa Claus! It’s about Jesus Christ, the King of kings, Lord of lords, and Master of all.

	 

	This is the other side of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today. Which is why God tells us just how important this Book, this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is, and its message came from the very throne of God that was given to the very Son of God, that was given to an actual angel of God, that was given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	Revelation 1:2: “Who testifies to everything he saw – that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

	 

	John says, it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God.

	And then verse three says there’s a three-fold blessing from God!

	Revelation 1:3: “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”

	Why? So, we won’t waste our lives on temporary things, get sucked up into this wicked world system, freak out, lose our witness, and so that we will be useful, not useless, faithful, not fearful, fruitful, not fruitless, but a transformed child of God that we see here.

	 

	Paul Washer: “What we need to understand is that people who claim to know Christ and yet live in a way that contradict the Word of Christ and the character of Christ, they are not Christian. We are saved by faith alone; we are not saved by our works. What you need to understand is that a person who has been truly saved, has been born again. They have become a new creature. God has done a tremendous work in them to demonstrate His power. He has made them into new creatures, with new

	 

	
affections, new desires to serve Christ and to be Holy. Has He done that to you?

	 

	Let me ask you a question. Do you look at the world and long to be like the world, act like the world, talk like the world, dress like the world, have the world’s respect and the world’s esteem? If you’re that way you ought to be terrified. Because that just could be evidence that God has not done a work in you. If God’s power cannot be seen in your life, leading you to greater and greater holiness, then maybe there is no power of God in your life, that he has not regenerated your heart. You are not born again. You are not a Christian. Because he says, ‘I am going to save people.’ Why?

	To demonstrate to the world how powerful I am, not only in saving their souls, but in transforming their lives.”

	 

	If there’s no transformation, no real love for Jesus, no desire to be like Him, serve Him, share Him, then something’s not right! If you’re indwelt by the Holy Spirit, which happens at salvation, God’s going to do a work in you! You cannot be the same! You’ll want to be like Christ, you’ll want to share Christ, you’ll want to read His Word, all of it, including the Book of Revelation. Because it’s all about Jesus. The One you say you love. It’s what the Book of Revelation brings out! Who you really are, what you really love, what you really live for, exposing your heart and your true spiritual condition. And it shows who you really worship. This world, sin, self, things, and on and on it goes. This is what the Book of Revelation will show you – the real Jesus, the real God, who you really are and worship.

	 

	If you’re off track, it will get you back on track, so that we will be useful, not useless, faithful, not fearful, fruitful, not fruitless, and that’s what you get when you read the Book of Revelation. It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, ineffective Church today. And that’s exactly what we saw in verses 1 and 4, that John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,”

	Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.”

	 

	
The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. The unveiling, the Book of Revelation, this other side of Jesus. It was given to show, not this world, not those nasty people out there, but to His servants, to us, the Church. Because the world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment coming, and the apostate Church needs to know this, the real Jesus and the real danger they are in. Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. In verses 3,4,5, & 6, he got us blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up so that we will sacrificially live for Him and make a difference while we can. God didn’t say it would be easy, but that’s what it means to be a Christian!

	 

	So, just do whatever it takes, get the bittersweet message out. Yes, you suffered, it wasn’t easy, you were made fun of, yes, you were persecuted. But it was worth it in the end. Get this message out no matter what! Then we saw John give us a spiritual review of the bittersweet message.

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	We saw several things about this spiritual preview that John gave us concerning this bittersweet message.

	 

	The 1st thing we see with the bittersweet preview is a Wake-Up Call The 2nd thing we see with this bittersweet preview is Wrap of Clouds The 3rd thing we see with the bittersweet preview is Worldwide Vision

	 

	When Jesus returns, it won't be a fun or joyful time. People aren’t going to be dancing, laughing, yucking it up. They are going to be freaking out! People will be mourning. Beating their breasts out of fear and regret, over what they have done! The Jews will mourn and repent. The Gentiles will mourn and not repent, cut themselves.

	 

	
The 4th thing we see is the cry of the vision. And so, it is to be.

	Amen. John uses two words here, A Greek one and a Hebrew one. He uses both languages and makes an amazing affirmation. Basically, “pleading” for the return of Jesus in a profound way. John is literally saying, “Yeah, this is it. Do it.” “Yea, verily, truly, assuredly, even so, yeah, do it please…now.” And so should we as fellow Christians.

	 

	The 5th thing we saw was the identity of the Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of who’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute.

	 

	And then last time we saw the 6th thing about the bittersweet preview, and that is the context of the vision.

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	John now gives us even more encouragement to get the bittersweet message out, no matter what.

	 

	And the 1st thing John wants us to know is the Importance of Good Fellowship. John is our brother and Companion in Suffering. So, what’s so encouraging about John telling us about being a “together-sharer” in painful suffering? One – So we know this isn’t something abnormal.

	Especially if you live for Christ, share Christ, and get this bittersweet message out that nobody wants to hear, which is God is going to judge the Church, and then He’s going to judge the world. Two – John’s telling us this, so we know suffering isn’t something to face alone. This is one of the benefits of good fellowship. This is what the enemy doesn’t want us to see, let alone experience. The devil knows there is strength and power in a

	 

	
unified Church. It’s a bulwark, never failing. The devil wants to divide and conquer, so he keeps you out of fellowship.

	 

	And this is exactly what John is encouraging us with, when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized, and lied about and falsely accused of living for Jesus, preaching Jesus, sharing the gospel and getting the bittersweet message out – that God is getting ready to judge the apostate Church and God is getting ready to judge this wicked world! John says we are to stay unified, stay plugged in, and remain in fellowship because he doesn’t want us to just become a burnt ember or be burnt by suffering alone. John is our brother and companion in suffering, so we, too, need our brothers and sisters to be our companions in our suffering. Not to be the cause of our suffering. Let us not be what the world thinks; that the Church is the only institution that shoots its wounded, let us come alongside each other. We are to be a strong support system in the midst of suffering.

	 

	The 2nd thing John wants us to know is the Importance of God’s Faithfulness. John encourages us by telling us why we go through hard times when we get the bittersweet message out. The 1st reason why we suffer is that the Kingdom is coming. The problem is that the world hates it, resists it, and doesn’t want it. Thus, we will suffer for it. The 2nd reason we suffer is not just because a Kingdom is coming, but because a Gospel is Being Preached, and therefore we need to have patient endurance.

	Because once again, just as John was with Jesus, so we are with Jesus. Just as John was suffering for the Gospel of Jesus, so we too will suffer for the Gospel of Jesus. In fact, Jesus promised it!

	 

	So why are you put off by it? John was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. Wake up, Christian! This is what happens when you proclaim the Kingdom of Christ, instead of a man-made ecclesiastical kingdom. Instead of learning to be a better you, learn to be financially successful and build your self-esteem, and if you have enough unbiblical faith, God is your Santa Claus. Get a big house, a mansion, Armani suits, fancy cars, and luxury homes. When you are faithful to God and get the bittersweet message out, you’re

	 

	
either going to be exiled, excommunicated, or go through extreme persecution. So much for living your best life now, learn to be a better you. John is leading the way by example. He himself was banished to an island for preaching the Gospel. So, if you too suffer, you will need to do the same. Patiently endure and watch what God will do with it, just like He did with John.

	 

	“Patmos has become famous because of John. To this day, if you go to that part of the world, you can visit that little island and somebody will take you to a little cave overlooking the Aegean Sea and tell you the story that that’s the cave in which the apostle John was given the visions of the book of Revelation.

	 

	But Patmos was an island for criminals, and yet John makes it clear that his only crime was unshakable loyalty to the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

	 

	And so, the wrath of the wicked brought that saint nearer God as it always does, and the Patmos of persecuting Rome is suddenly the door to the most sublime and most majestic and most glorious communion any man has ever had with heaven.”

	Revelation 1:10: “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,”

	 

	GREEK: “I was with the Spirit on a Lord [y] Day [when He took control of me]. And I [suddenly] heard behind me a powerful voice like a trumpet,” Here we see John setting the stage of the glorified vision that he’s about to see of Jesus, the real Risen Savior who’s about to come back to planet earth to rule and reign and make all things new. The 1st thing we see about the vision is The Setting of the Vision, and the 1st Setting was the vision that occurred when God was In Control.

	 

	Revelation 1:10a “On the Lord’s Day.”

	 

	
On the Lord’s Day – Greek “kuriakos hemera.” Now, this may come as a surprise to some people, but what it literally means is simply – “a lordy day.” The Greek is not “kurios” which means “Lord” But “kuriakos” which means “belonging or related to the Lord.” Some would say this is referring to Sunday, the Lord’s Day, and it could be; I don’t discount that. However, it literally says a “lordy-like day,” a day literally belonging to the Lord.

	 

	So, what in the world is a “lordy-like day”? Lordy-like day refers to a day that “the Lord had control of that day.” It belongs to Him, and on that day, God began to speak and show John this amazing Revelation.

	 

	Question… How many “Lordy-like days does God have with us? How many days can we say, “Yup, that day totally belonged to God!” It was all about Him. It had nothing to do with me. It was a day when I was totally busy with the Master’s Business, even in the midst of hard times.

	 

	Next Question… What happens when you have a Lordy-like day? Amazing things take place!!! Here, John receives an amazing revelation of Jesus Christ because, on this day, it belongs entirely to God. And maybe this is a key to why nothing changes, either personally or nationally. We’re busy punching our time clocks on Sunday, at least most of them, some of them, whenever I can, if it works with my schedule, or the weather is not bad, or the Pastor is in town. Maybe we’re busy punching in our time clocks on Sunday, when what God wants is a Lordy-like day, every day. No wonder the country is going down the tubes morally; no wonder the Church is heading into apostasy. People argue over what day we should worship – When God wants us to worship every day.

	 

	Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

	 

	
God wants us to be a living sacrifice every day. He wants us to worship Him every day. And I am thoroughly convinced that this focus on a single day of worship is why we don’t experience the amazing things God can do. Day worship instead of daily worship is a trick of the enemy to keep us from experiencing amazing things from God. It simply keeps us divided, weak, emaciated, and sidetracked. But if we would just live Lordly-like days every day, worship God and do what He says, He will do amazing things as He did with John and this man.

	 

	Evangelist J. John: “I was leading a mission in Northern Ireland, and this evangelist in Ireland, he contacted me and he said, ‘John, you’re coming to Northern Ireland to do a mission. I’m an evangelist, please, can I come and see you?’ So, I thought, ‘Well, he’s in Ireland. I’m going to be, all right.’ I said, ‘Come to the hotel and we’ll have a coffee.’ So, he’s at the hotel. I said, ‘Tell me your story.’ He says, ‘Well, I’m an evangelist, but I’m a fireman.’ I said, ‘Okay, that’s great.’ And he said, ‘But I really feel God’s telling me to stop being a fireman, I’ve been doing it for like 25 years, and to go and be a full-time evangelist.’ I said, ‘Well, do it.’ He said, ‘Yeah, yeah, but listen. I’ve got a wife; I’ve got two small children.

	You know, I’ve got a salary, I’ve got a pension.’ I said, ‘What’s the problem?’ I said, ‘Do what God’s told you to do.’ He goes, ‘Yeah, yeah, but how am I going to fund myself to do that?’ I said, ‘Just do what Jesus told you to do.’ And I said, ‘Well, how much do you earn?’ He tells me. I said, ‘Well, that means you only need 10 people to give you this amount of money, then you’ve got your year’s salary.’ As I said that, I felt the Lord say to me, ‘Be the first person.’

	 

	Now I know that women think we men can’t multitask. I’m talking to him and I’m talking to the Lord. ‘I don’t want to. I don’t want to; I just met him. I’m always giving money away. I’m always giving stuff away, all the time. I don’t want to give him the money.’ But there’s no point arguing with God. You’ll be so unhappy. So, I said, ‘I’m going to be the first person to give you the money. I’ll be the first 10th to give you the money.’ He starts crying. And I said, ‘If you don’t become a full-time evangelist, you give it back to me.’ That man is called Mitch. He goes by one name, Mitch. He is the most influential evangelist in Northern Ireland, in

	 

	
Southern Ireland. He now employs 35 full-time people. It was me! I gave him the money! I got him going! Has God told you to do something and you haven’t done it?

	 

	Therefore, could this be the reason why nothing changes?

	Personally, or nationally? We don’t do what God says to do. We don’t love Him or put him first. We don’t worship Him daily with a Lordy-Like attitude, and you wonder why nothing amazing happens. When we live Lordy-Like days every day like John, when we can say ‘Yup, that day totally belongs to God!’ It was all about Him. It had nothing to do with me. It was a day when I was totally busy with the Master’s Business, even in the midst of hard times or challenging commands. God will do amazing things.

	 

	The 2nd Setting was the vision that occurred When John was in the Spirit.

	 

	Revelation 1:10b “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit.”

	Now we see the reason why it was a Lordy-Like day. John says, ‘I was in the Spirit.’ Question… What does it mean to be “in the Spirit”?

	Does it mean you have an experience where you get goosebumps on top of your goosebumps? And you start flopping around, speaking, and doing weird things? Was that what John was doing when he got this Revelation of Jesus? Unfortunately, much of the American Church thinks so. So, I ask you, was this what John was doing?

	 

	Video: In front of the Church, the pastor and helpers are having to move out of the way while a man laying on his back is rolling all over the floor. When he tries to get up on his knees, he immediately falls back down on the floor and begins to roll into the people who are standing there. They even have to move the chairs, so he doesn’t hurt himself. Someone tries to hold him down, but it is impossible to make him stop. This is what that Church calls, ‘Being in the Spirit.’

	 

	
Now, folks, maybe it’s just me, but I don’t think that’s what the Apostle John was doing when He got this Revelation from Jesus. Or maybe what it means to be in the Spirit is you get a word from God in your salad (that really happened). Or no, you get a word from God in your Cheerios, or alphabet soup. That works way better than Cheerios, cause all you ever get from Cheerios is OOOOOOOOOOOOO. Or maybe you shake your head super-fast back and forth, jerk around like a chicken, or laugh uncontrollably. Was this what John was doing?

	 

	Video #1: This female pastor takes the microphone and starts to talk but her head starts shaking back and forth. She begins to speak, ‘When the Holy Spirit first fell on David Roose, like that, (hiss hiss) God began to talk to us (snort) about a move of the Spirit that would come. (hiss hiss)’ The men around her had their hands out to catch her if she lost her balance.

	 

	Video #2: A lady is on the stage, and begins to speak, ‘Oh, oh, the Lord is so good. Um.’ She seems to be having trouble standing up straight. It’s like she is raising her arm to keep her balance. ‘Just when the awakening broke out, we were made to come here.’ She is asked by another, ‘You were made to come here?’ She answers, while bouncing up and down, ‘Well, not on Wednesday. We all came cuz it was our Sabbath and we were all excited. So, we came to see what was going on.’ Now she is having some bad twitches while trying to talk. ‘And I’ve never seen anything like this before or even heard about it. And I didn’t know that the Lord could work like this.’ Again, she is asked by another person. ‘So, you’ve never done this kind of thing before?’ She answers in a voice that is now quivering, ‘No.’ Another question, ‘Had you ever seen it before?

	You’ve never seen this kind of manifestation of the Holy Spirit that you’re now experiencing?’ She answers, ‘Nooo.’

	 

	Video #3: This looks like a youth group, but something strange is going on. They are all lying on the floor, squirming around, trying to raise their hands. Some are laughing uncontrollably. ‘Oh, my God.’

	 

	
Was that what John was doing when He got this Revelation of Jesus? The obvious answer is, No! But as you saw, much of the American Church thinks so. The problem is none of it is from God’s Spirit; it’s actually the spirit of the devil! And they are being controlled by demons. But it’s a good thing they do, because that’s how the Apostle John got this Revelation from Jesus. Are you kidding me? So, the question is, what does it mean to be in the Spirit? Well, let’s go back to the Bible. It’s not your goosebumps!! It simply means – “full control.”

	 

	Ephesians 5:17-18 “Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.

	Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”

	 

	Filled – “pleroo” (play-ro-o) means – “to be filled completely” implying “completely under control.” This, living in the spirit, is also what Paul was talking about in Galatians 5.

	 

	Galatians 5:16-17,19-25 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature.

	They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

	Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.”

	 

	So, Paul says, when we walk, live, keep in step with God’s Spirit, what happens? God does amazing things! He bears the fruit of the Spirit. Why? Because you’re under the control of the Spirit. So, if you want to have a Lordy-Like day, where it belongs to God, and amazing things take place, then you need to ask yourself, what are we “inebriated” with? That

	 

	
which we are “inebriated” with, we are under its control. What are you walking with? What are you living with? What are you keeping in step with?

	 

	All of it starts with the mind. The Bible says that temptation begins in the mind. That’s why the Bible says we are to renew our minds with the Word of God. Why? Because then we will be filled with, controlled with, inebriated with, under the influence of the Spiritual things of God. We’ll be in the Spirit. There, the point is, be careful what you put into your mind. And this is what the enemy is up to. Keeping us from Lordy-Like days, being in the Spirit, so God can genuinely do amazing things. And what I’m about to share with you has nothing to do with legalism; it has everything to do with common sense. He controls the minds of the culture and the Church. How? Music and the media. Why? Because if you put junk in, you get junk out. And if he can keep you from being inebriated with God, and keep your mind inebriated on the things of this world, with sin, with self, on anything but God, you’ll never be in the Spirit of God.

	 

	Vice Reports: “According to a 2016 survey, over 90% of millennials and 88% of the Gen Z category have engaged in binge watching a TV series. And according to Netflix, their users are streaming over 140 million hours’ worth of content a day. So, why is it that we would rather spend an entire day on our couch drowning in takeout with the blinds down watching the new season of ‘Stranger Things’ in one sitting, over walking the dog or doing the laundry or seeing other human beings. Well, it’s cuz binge watching has essentially made you an addict. And I know that sounds like a stretch, but it’s kind of true.

	 

	Clinical psychologists have said that binge watching marathons of your favorite show triggers a release of dopamine in the brain. And when you’re engaged in any activity that triggers a release of dopamine, the chemical that gives the body a natural-high of sorts, the brain reinforces and motivates continued engagement in that activity. Your brain is telling you not to stop, so you don’t. And that’s how experts have seen people build up something resembling an addiction to TV shows. The neural pathways that lead to drug and sex addiction are the pathways carrying

	 

	
the same pleasure chemicals throughout the brain during marathon sessions of TV. Much like Facebook and Instagram being designed to prey on our psychological need for validation from others.”

	 

	“Someone asked me the other day; can Christians listen to secular music? Whereas that’s a longer definition of what you should or should not listen to. I would like to give you a story that’s in the Bible. The Bible says that there was a King by the name of Saul who was being tormented by a demonic spirit. It says that they asked King David, who was not the king at that time, to come and play for him. It says as David just simply played a harp, the demon could not stand the music and the demon would leave. So, if you can play music and make the demon leave, you can play music and you can make a demon come. So, it is very important for you to be selective about what you listen to. A lot of music out here today is beyond trash. It glorifies sin. It glorifies murder. It glorifies drugs. It glorifies all different types of elicit immoral lifestyles. As you listen to that music it gets on the inside of you, and guess what? You will be attracting the unclean. You will be attracting creatures that are unseen. You will be attracting things that are meant to destroy your life. Because satan goes around looking for who he can steal, kill and destroy. Make sure that you have not invited him into your life because of the music that you listen to.”

	 

	Yahweh Preacher: “If I spend an hour listening to secular music, what does that do for me ultimately? What do I come away with from that? Where has my mind been during that time? Where has my heart been during that time? What sort of sensations have been conjured up in my body and my being during that time? If I spend that same amount of time in prayer or in reading scripture or reading something spiritual, how would I answer all those questions? So, where do you want to be?”

	 

	In the spirit of God or in the spirit of the world. The enemy is not dumb. Through music or media, he grabs control of your mind. So, you will never be in the Spirit of God, you will be in the spirit of this world, and you will never have Lordy-Like days. And pretty soon, not only will amazing things from God cease to happen, but you’ll start acting like the devil’s child instead of God’s child. What you believe determines how you

	 

	
behave. That which you live for becomes your God. It all starts in the mind. If you put junk in, you get junk out. So, the devil keeps you from being inebriated with God by keeping you inebriated on the things of this world. On the Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit.

	 

	The 2nd thing we see about the vision is The Sound of the Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:10c “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	And I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet. And the 1st sound of the vision was a Loud Sound. Loud Voice – Greek – “megas phone

	(fon-ay)” means – “great voice or loud sound.” This is not a whisper. It’s a massively loud voice. It’s God using a megaphone. Question … When you say something loud, what are you trying to do? You’re trying to get somebody’s attention. Well, this is the first sound that John encounters.

	It’s a massively loud one. So, God, right off the bat, is arresting John’s attention.

	The 2nd sound of the vision was a Trumpet Sound. And I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet. This refers to a “commanding voice” that was authoritative and could be startling. Because imagine somebody sounds a trumpet behind you. What would you do? You would jump to attention, right? And this is what we see here with John. God wants John to jump to attention. What He is about to speak, John better be fully alert. It’s that important.

	 

	So, the point is obvious: when Jesus speaks, we need to jump and pay attention! There is nothing more important than what God says.

	Unfortunately, we live in a society that does just the opposite. People not only couldn't care less about what Jesus speaks to them, but they speak to Him in a blasphemous manner.

	 

	Larry King: “We’re going to run the unedited version. And be warned people, you may be offended. Maybe. Watch.”

	 

	
Kathy Griffin: “Now look, a lot of people come up here, and they thank Jesus for this award. I want you to know that no one had less to do with this award than Jesus. He didn’t help me a bit. If it was up to Him, Caesar Milan would be up here with that dog. So, all I can say is (bleep) Jesus.

	This award is my god now.”

	 

	She is in a heap of trouble with God! Now, before you rip on Kathy Griffin too badly, you need to understand this. I can understand the world doing that. I don’t condone it, but I understand it. Because what else do you expect from the non-Christian? They don’t have the Spirit. They don’t walk, live, or keep in step with God’s Spirit. They don’t have Lordy-Like days, ever! My concern is with the Christian. Think about it. Every time we refuse to live a Lordy-Like day and let it all belong to God, we’re being just as disrespectful and disobedient to God. When you refuse to fill your mind with the things of God and instead cram the things of this world into your brain, at the end of the day. You’re not in the Spirit; you’re in the world.

	 

	In essence, you just said to God, ‘bleep Jesus! This world is my God now!’ Because you, too, have denigrated the World of God and His Commands. You, too, have chosen the devil’s playground over the Lord’s riches. You, too, give more attention to the things of this world than to God who made the world. So, stop kidding yourself. You’re not in the Spirit; you’re in the flesh. You’re in the spirit of this world. You just said to God, ‘bleep Jesus! This world is my god now!’ And boy, you're in trouble with God, too.

	 

	Trumpet – Greek “salpigx” (sal’-pinx) means – “properly a war-trumpet”. It was used to boldly announce God’s victory (the vanquishing of His enemies). In the OT, trumpets were used to call God’s people to war. It is a call to military action, and it comes from the root Greek word salos (which gives the idea of quivering or reverberating shaking). It’s not just a loud voice; it’s a voice declaring war on God’s enemies. So, John is shaking in his boots. He’s quivering, he’s shaking, reverberating.

	 

	
So, here’s the question … How about us, how do we respond to God’s Word, to His commands? When He speaks, do we listen? When He shouts, do we obey? When He gives an order, do we stand to attention and say, ‘Yes, sir’? Do we quiver? Do we quake? Do we shake in our boots at the commands and the Word of God? No! Then you'd better get right with God!

	 

	If we are ever going to experience amazing things from God in our day, then we need to worship God every day, not just on a day. We need to repent, turn from our wicked ways, get rid of our idols, and smash down the altars of this world. Set our minds on the things of God, walk, live, and keep in step with the Spirit, and then we will live a Lordy-Like day every day. So that we, too, like John, can get the message out to people who need to hear it! One – That Jesus Christ has come to save and forgive.

	 

	“It may take me the rest of my life to try and wrap my mind around this. Apply it to yourself because you might be thinking if God knew of all the sin I would commit, why, if He hates sin, why did He create me?

	 

	Here’s the answer. Because God’s never-ending love for you trumped even His immeasurable hatred of sin.

	I knew all the things you would do, and I hate every one of them. I knew every sinful act you would ever do, say, or think. I hate it all.

	 

	But My eternal love for you, before you were ever fashioned in your mother’s womb, was infinitely greater than my immeasurable hatred of sin.”

	 

	And then two – When people receive that amazing love of God through His Son Jesus Christ, He will take us one day to a place beyond our wildest dreams! This is the vision John saw on the Lordy-Like day when he was in the Spirit.

	 

	“After witnessing the dramatic and devastating scenario of the Battle of Armageddon and the absolute victory of Christ over evil, John received

	 

	
the most glorious and comforting of all revelations, the vision of a new heaven and a new earth. Revelation 21:1. This extraordinary moment represented the complete restoration of divine creation where all pain, suffering, and destruction in the world would be definitively eliminated, and the glory of God would fill all things. John then beheld the descent of the new Jerusalem, the Holy city prepared by God himself to be the eternal dwelling place of the saved. He described the city in impressive detail. Streets of pure gold, walls adorned with precious stones and gates made of pearls symbolizing purity and celestial beauty, never before seen by human eyes. Revelation 21:10-21.

	 

	This new Jerusalem was not just a vision of architectural splendor, but a powerful metaphor for the heavenly kingdom where God would personally dwell with his people, fulfilling his eternal promise to be with those who are faithful to him forever. In this new eternal setting, John also received one of the most comforting and precious promises in the Bible. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away. Revelation 21:4. There would be no more wars, sicknesses, or persecutions. The final tribulation would give way to eternal peace and joy.

	 

	John clearly saw that the end of times did not mean the end of human existence, but rather the beginning of a new era under the absolute sovereignty of Almighty God”

	 

	Forever and ever and ever. And he got that Good News, on the Lordy-Like day when he was in the Spirit, and it’s still encouraging people today. That’s the message our world needs to hear - that Jesus Christ has come to save and forgive, and one day he’ll take us to a place beyond our wildest dreams! No more sin, sorrow, satan, pain, trials, persecution, all gone forevermore, under the reign of Christ.

	 

	So, as God’s people, let’s be like John. Let’s walk, live, and keep in step with the Spirit. Not in this world, not in the media, not in the enemy’s territory. But let’s live Lordy-Like days, every day, just like

	 

	
John. Always be in the Spirit. And watch God do amazing things in our day. Amen?

	 

	
 

	Chapter Ten

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:11-12

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	The Book of Revelation is all about His coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity, where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, devil, or demons. Why? Because the old order of things has passed away. Listen – Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! Again, that’s what’s in this book. Who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right? So, let’s continue that amazing journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:9-12 “I, John, your brother and companion in that suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.’ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.”

	 

	Wow… Sounds like some important good news here. That’s because it is! How many of you want to hear some good news? Then read this book! But as we saw before, people don’t, and if they do, they get it

	 

	
horribly wrong! Their attitude, their approach, and their apprehension are keeping them from an exciting thrill ride. When you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, it’s one of the most exciting books of the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also save us for an amazing, mind-blowing future.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	A Revelation concerning Jesus Christ. Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It is a revelation. But the question is…A Revelation of What? What is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The real risen Jesus Christ!

	 

	The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you. It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed. And the American Church is doing just that, concealing. How? By not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! And this book also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into, saying that God is our buddy or Jesus is our homeboy, Lawn boy, Rock Star. Not the King of kings. Not the Lord of lords. Not the Master of the Universe, the One who reigns over all creation, as Revelation says.

	 

	And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus! If you preach a false namby-pamby weak Jesus, you produce namby-pamby weak Christians like these folks.

	 

	Video: While sitting out in front of the barn, Grandpa is sitting on a bucket drinking his iced tea. The grandson comes walking up with his cell phone and a drink.

	 

	Grandson: “I just wanna rest pawpaw.”

	 

	
Grandpa: “You’ve been resting since birth, son. The shovel is over there.”

	 

	Grandma and granddaughter are in the kitchen. Grandma is in the middle of making cookies.

	 

	Granddaughter: “Grandma, I need safe space.”

	 

	Grandma: “Go out in the shed and talk to Jesus.”

	 

	Grandpa and Grandson are now on the swing in front of the chicken coop.

	 

	Grandson: “I think I need a mental health day.” Grandpa: “Back in my day we called that Saturday.” Granddaughter and Grandma back in the kitchen.

	Granddaughter: “I think I have anxiety problems.”

	Grandma: “Sweetheart, when I had anxiety, I called it Wednesday. Get home cooking.”

	Grandson and Grandpa out by the pond. Grandson: “I’m having an existential crisis.” Grandpa: “Try having gout and a mortgage.”

	Granddaughter and Grandma on the front porch. Grandma is shelling beans.

	 

	Granddaughter: “Grandma, I need to find myself.”

	 

	Grandma: “Try the mirror unless that’s broken too.”

	 

	
Granddaughter: “Grandma, I’ve got low self-esteem.” Grandma: “Go check the biscuits, they’ll rise anyway.” Granddaughter: “I just got dumped today.” Grandma: “So did last night’s casserole, move on.” Granddaughter: “Grandma, I’m depressed.”

	Grandma: “Depressed! Go mop, you heifer, at your age I had land and 5 children.”

	 

	Only another woman can get away with that! Don’t ever call a woman a cow! It had better be something slender and sleek if it’s an animal. But seriously, this is what you get when you don’t teach the Bible, including the Book of Revelation! A bunch of namby-pamby weak people, spiritually, and since the Church is not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, you reap what you sow! Whole Churches are full of people like that! They’ve become worldly, anemic, ineffective, apostate, full of fakers who, at the slightest problem, crumble under pressure!

	 

	This is what the Book of Revelation will protect you from! You won’t worry about low self-esteem. You won’t be having an existential crisis. You won’t need to find yourself! You get to see the real Jesus. And what He’s called you to do. It’s not about finding a safe place. It’s about doing what He said to do! Why? Because He’s the King of kings, Lord of lords, Master of all. Who alone is worthy of our Worship and obedience! It’s all about Him, not you!

	 

	The Book of Revelation unveils who He really is. And when He comes back, He’s coming back as a mighty warrior. Not some lovey-dovey, namby-pamby, religious buddy, psychotherapist. This is the “other side” of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today. And when you get it, you won’t come out like that video. You come out looking like Christ! Strong, powerful, effective for the

	 

	
Kingdom! And that’s why God tells us just how important this book, this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. And it’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual angel of God, that was then given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	In verse 2, John says, it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God. And then verse 3 says there’s a three-fold blessing from God! Would you please get into this Book? So, we won’t waste our lives on temporary things and get sucked up into this wicked world system and freak out, losing our witness. And so that you will not be comfortable with sin, as this Pastor shares.

	 

	Pastor: “I’ve had people in this Church who are sleeping together out of wedlock tell me, ‘Well, my conscience doesn’t bother me.’ That’s because it’s dead. And let me tell you how bad it’s gotten in the Church. We’ve had women in this Church get pregnant out of wedlock only to have Church members congratulate them. At some point, this preacher can’t take it anymore. Why would you congratulate somebody when they are expecting a baby out of wedlock? ‘Well, Pastor, aren’t you supposed to be kind and compassionate?’ Yes! This is the most compassionate and kindest Church I know of anywhere. That’s not what upsets me. It’s when people don’t have enough Spiritual sense. Come on. To know sin was committed. That was sin. That’s nothing to be lauded and lifted up. They oughta be in your prayers. There’s trouble in the camp, brother, when the Church cannot discern. When we are more compassionate than we are Biblical.

	 

	I’m not mad. I’m pastoring my Church. And I’m the one that’s gonna stand before my Great Shepherd one day and give an account for everything I say in this pulpit! We have people committing sin in the choir. We have to ask them to leave. Is that being hard-hearted? No, it’s being Biblical. Because you’re not supposed to stand up and act like you’re living right, when you’re not! And you can’t be representing Christ, when you’re living in sin. Having babies out of wedlock is sin. Sleeping out of the bonds of marriage, sleeping together outside of the bonds of marriage, is sin! Lying, stealing, cheating, is sin. Loving money is sin. Never being

	 

	
able to be satisfied no matter what you got, is sin. At some point, somebody’s gotta make a decision. You can’t do that here! You want to go somewhere else and do it and they don’t care, that’s all right. But you can’t do it here. Because I can’t let sin in the camp. I can’t let the devil get in amongst the pews.”

	 

	You clap, but do you obey? This is the Church today. It’s a joke.

	It’s full of apostate behavior, and this is what the Book of Revelation brings out! It calls you on the carpet like that Pastor! You find out really fast who you really are, what you really live for, what you really worship! And if it ain’t God, who alone is worthy of worship, it’s sin! This is what the Book of Revelation will show you. The real Jesus, the real God, who you really are, and worship. And if you’re off track, it will get you back on track! It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church today, and that’s exactly what we saw in verses 1 and 4, where John reminds us to whom this book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,”

	Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.”

	The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. This unveiling, the Book of Revelation, this other side of Jesus was given to show not this world, not those nasty people out there. It was given to show His servants, us the Church. Why? Because the world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment are coming. The apostate Church needs to know this, the real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel!

	 

	Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. He got us in verses 3,4,5 & 6, blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, and faithed up, to get the bittersweet message out, no matter what! Then John gives us a spiritual preview of the message.

	 

	
Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	When Jesus returns, it won't be a fun or joyful time. People aren’t going to be dancing, laughing, yucking it up; they are going to be freaking out! People will be mourning, beating their breasts out of fear and regret, over what they have done. The Jews will mourn and repent. The Gentiles will mourn and not repent. They will cut themselves! Then John gives us the identity of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of who’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. Then John gives us the context of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	John encourages us even more to get the bittersweet message out. Even when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized and lied about and falsely accused of getting the bittersweet message out, it’s okay. We have each other in the Church. We are companions in suffering, not the cause of suffering. When it comes to suffering, what do you expect? It’s not abnormal. We’re preaching that the Kingdom is coming and the Gospel is being shared. It wasn’t popular for Jesus or John. Why are you shocked when it happens today? Hello! Buck up and do it anyway. Welcome to Christianity. In the last chapter, John gave us the setting of the vision!

	 

	Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	
The 1st Setting was the vision occurred When God was In Control

	 

	Revelation 1:10a “On the Lord’s Day.”

	 

	It literally says a “Lordy-Like Day.” A day literally belonging to the Lord. And on that day, He began to speak to John about this amazing Revelation.

	 

	Question… How many “Lordy-Like” days does God have with us?

	How many days can we say, “Yup, that day totally belonged to God!” It was all about Him. It had nothing to do with me. It was a day when I was totally busy with the Master’s Business. When we do what John does, amazing things take place! The 2nd Setting of the vision occurred when John was in the Spirit.

	 

	Revelation 1:10b “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit.”

	 

	This is the reason why God took control of John on the “Lordy-Like day” and did an amazing thing. It was because he was “in the Spirit.” Which does not mean; Does it mean you have an experience where you get goosebumps on top of your goosebumps? And you start flopping around, speaking, and doing weird things? No! It means to be under control of the Spirit, not the media, not the music, not this world, and not your flesh. As Paul says, when we walk, live, and keep in step with God’s Spirit, we put ourselves under His control. What Happens? God does amazing things. He bears the fruit of the Spirit.

	 

	The 2nd thing we see about the vision is The Sound of the Vision

	 

	Revelation 1:10c “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	Loud Voice – Greek – “megas phone (fon-ay)” means – “great voice or loud sound.” This is not a whisper. It’s a massively loud voice. It’s God using a megaphone. Along with a war trumpet! This is referring

	 

	
to a “commanding voice” that had full command and could be startling John like this.

	 

	Video #1 - Several people are in a room for a meeting. This one man comes into the room, greets the other people and goes to sit down in his chair. When he sits down on the chair there is a cushion that blows a loud whistle when it’s sat on. He jumps up out of that chair as fast as he can, turns to see what he sat on, and everyone laughs.

	 

	Video #2 – Two teenagers are on the deck at the edge of the lake. The boy is standing at the edge, looking down into the water. The girl sneaks up behind him, blows a horn, and he jumps. Unfortunately, when he jumps, he falls into the water. Two other people are sitting on the deck with their feet dangling in the water. The same girl comes up behind them and blows the horn. In shock, they jump and one throws her phone in the water. This is so much fun that the girl pushes it a little bit further. While her sister is putting on her eye makeup, she blows the horn and boy was she mad. The girl then sees a person walking across the parking lot carrying a basket full of stuff, she blows the horn, and the basket is dropped and all the stuff in it is scattered across the parking lot. In the living room at home, her mother is serving some food to a person on the couch, the horn is blown, and her mother jumps, throws the food all over the guest. The mother turns around to look at her daughter, holding her chest, and they all laugh.

	 

	That’s what happened to John, and he wasn’t laughing; he jumped to attention. It startled him; he was fully alert. Because what God is about to speak to John is that important. How about us? When God speaks in His Word to us, do we jump to attention? If not, you’re in trouble! When God speaks, we need to listen. When He shouts, we must obey. When He gives an order, we should stand to attention and say, “Yes, sir!” We shake in our boots, quiver, and quake. Christian, reverberate, because this is God’s message that people in the world and in the Church need to hear! And here comes that commanding, startling message where God wants our full attention.

	 

	
Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	GREEK: “saying, ‘What you are visualizing, [begin to] write onto a scroll and [then] send to the seven Churches, to Epheson, also to Smurnan, also to Pergamom, also to Thuateira, also to Sardeis, also to Philadelpheian, also to Laodikeian.”

	 

	The 8th thing we see about the vision is The Saying of the Vision.

	And the 1st thing we see about the saying is it Came with a Command. And the 1st command is To Write.

	 

	Revelation 1:1a “Write on a scroll what you see.”

	 

	Write – Greek “grapho” means – “to write, write down, to record.” Scroll – “biblion” means – “a small book, a scroll, or a written document.” Used 19 times in the Book of Revelation alone. More than any other book on the New Testament. So, once again, God’s trying to emphasize something here, we’ll get to the reason why in just a little bit. See – “Blepo” (not one of the Marx Brothers). Groucho, Harpo, and Blepo…no, means – “not just to see, but to discern, to know by experience.” This is not John eating a bad piece of chicken. He didn’t accidentally ingest pastel nuclear Jello at the last potluck. John is actually “seeing” these things, and then he is commanded to write or record what he sees on a scroll. Why?

	For others to know, experience, and see what John is about to see, as you can see here.

	 

	Narrator: “That divine presence transcended everything John had known up to that point, clearly revealing to him that Jesus was no longer the humble carpenter from Nazareth, but the glorious King, Lord of Lords.

	During this supernatural experience John received profound revelations about the future events which were recorded in the Book of Revelation. He witnessed impressive visions, he saw the seals of the apocalypse being opened, witnessed the arrival of the four horsemen of the Apocalypse bringing famine, war, and death, heard the trumpets of judgment

	 

	
announcing catastrophes. and witnessed the rise of the Antichrist during the Great Tribulation. John did not only see tragedies or suffering, but also the ultimate victory of the Kingdom of God over the forces of darkness. He witnessed Christ’s triumphant return, coming on the clouds with great glory and majesty, leading the heavenly armies in the final battle against the Beast of the Apocalypse, in the famous battle of Armageddon. John also saw the glorious promise of the heavenly kingdom. A vision of the New Jerusalem descending from Heaven. A shining city that symbolized the eternal destiny of those who keep their faith until the end. These revelations were delivered with a clear and defined purpose, to strengthen the faith of persecuted Christians, to warn about future challenges and to assure them that despite earthly and spiritual battles, the final victory belonged solely to the victorious Christ.”

	 

	That is what God wants to get out. He wants us to read this. It is not to be sealed up. It’s for the Church and for us to get this message out. And granted, as John already forewarned, the world doesn’t want to hear it, and the Church world doesn’t want to hear it. But we need to be like John and obey anyway. Write on a scroll what you see, which brings us to a couple of questions…

	 

	One - When God gives you a command, do you obey? Has it ever occurred to you that God wants obedience from us, not just for us? But so that others could see God too, and hear the message He wants them to hear? How many of you have been blessed so far in our study of The Book of Revelation? Did you realize it came at the cost of John's obedience to God? He could have said, “No!” He could have said, “People will think I’m crazy!” He could have said, “Nobody will ever believe me!” He could have said, “What difference will it make. It’s just one letter.”

	 

	As a side note…this is what we’re doing with the media ministry. We’re writing down or recording what we see or learn from God. Why? So that others can see God too! We could have said, “No!” We could have said, “People will think we’re crazy!” We could have said, “We’re just a small Church in Vegas!” We could have said, “What difference will it

	 

	
make? It’s just one DVD.” Or we could focus on being obedient to God and leave the results with Him.

	 

	But here’s my point, folks, God doesn’t just want a media ministry to record and share His Truth. He wants every born-again Christian man and woman in ministry to share and live that truth, so people see God in us! Praise God, we live in a day and age where we can share Jesus with people around the globe with the click of a mouse. But God doesn’t want just hard drives; He wants hearts.

	 

	Two - When God gives you a command, do people see what God wants them to see? Do they experience a vision of Jesus? I said it before; I’ll say it again. We are the only “Bible” some people will ever see. We are followers of Christ. We are to be like Christ. Or have you become one of those Christians who have sealed up the vision of God from them?

	How? By your disobedience! How does that happen? Here are some signs you’ve become a sealed-up Christian.

	 

	The 1st way we become a sealed-up Christian is that we No Longer Give God Unquestionable Obedience. When God gives you an order, do you question it? Do you think that you know better than Him? Who’s the Lord here? If you were to ask me why most of the American Church is so powerless and superficial, it’s because they have accepted Jesus as their Savior but not as their Lord. So, I ask you… Is Jesus a “part” of your life or has He “become” your life? Is He just your Savior, or is He your Lord and Savior? Is He your Master? Who’s your Master, which is what the word Lord means. If He is… then you will give God unquestioning obedience, no questions asked. Yes, sir…how high, sir? Just like John.

	 

	The 2nd way we become a sealed-up Christian is that we No Longer Give God Instant Obedience. When God gives an order, do we not only question but also hesitate? The problem is, once we hesitate, we give doubt an open door, and then we start making excuses as to why we can’t or shouldn’t obey God in this command or that, because, after all, we must think about it. Excuse me? God knows what He’s doing; He never makes a mistake; nobody is smarter than Him; He never has a plan B; He never

	 

	
says, "oops, I got that one wrong." So, why do you hesitate? Half obedience is still disobedience. Who is your Master? Is Jesus your Lord and Savior? Or just your savior. We need to be like Joshua.

	 

	Joshua 24:15 “But if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve. Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.”

	 

	How about us? Who are we serving? Who are we obeying? Who’s Our Master? Is Jesus the Lord, or is He just your Savior? You find out not by what people say, but by who or what they obey, and how they obey when God gives an order. Do you question it? Is it instant? No! Then I challenge you as Elijah did long ago.

	 

	1 Kings 18:21 “Then Elijah stood in front of them and said, “How long are you going to waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him! But if Baal is God, then follow him!” But the people were completely silent.”

	How about us? Will we remain silent? Who’s our God? Who’s our Master? Who’s our Lord? Is Jesus a “part” of your life or has He “become” your life? Is He just your Savior, or is He your Lord and Savior? Is He your Master? Really? Then don’t just say it, do it, obey Him like John! Give God unquestionable obedience. Give God instant obedience. Stop being a sealed-up Christian. Otherwise, your life will have become one big stinking waste of time! And you’ll end up like one of these Church-going people.

	 

	Pastor Philip Anthony Mitchell: “Nobody is coming behind us to fix any of this mess except the Church of Jesus Christ. We do not exalt the Democratic Party above the Lord Jesus. We do not exalt the Republican Party above the Lord Jesus. There’s no politician who is going to fix what’s happening right now in this nation, but I thank God that I serve a president who cannot be voted out of office. He was not elected by human

	 

	
beings, and He will never be put out of office. My hope is not in a president or in a party. Why are we writing books and you’re never at His feet? Why are we doing conferences and you’re never at His feet. We’re doing outreach but you’re never at His feet.

	 

	We use all these Christian activities to mask the fact you have no intimacy with Christ. Enter the American Church, a Church full of busybodies that don’t sit at His feet. The law of God, reverence, homage, wonder of God, we are bored with Him in this country. We hear the name Jesus, and it doesn’t even move us in this country. We don’t even get excited. We shout for motivational speeches, but say the name of Christ, nobody will shout for that. I know what we want in America. You want to be entertained every Sunday. But you don’t wanna be taught about your Lord and Savior.

	 

	I wish I had 5,000 people that just get excited right now because you’re hearing about Christ. I’m talking to all of you teenagers who were raised in Christian homes, and you think the Faith of your parents is going to get you into Heaven. I’m talking to all of you who have Christian friends, and you think the Faith of your friends are going to get you into Heaven. I’m talking to all of you who have a saved spouse, and you think that saved spouse is going to get you into Heaven.

	 

	I’m talking to all of you who have outgrowths and you look like a Christian on the outside, but on the inside, you are far away from God. Listen to me, you can have Christian friends, you can attend a Christian Church, you can go to Christian conferences, listen to Christian podcasts, read Christian books and not be a believer. Check your heart, make sure you’re really saved for real. Is it just Church or is it a relationship? I’m so tired of y’all American Christians, just in and out of Church, Christmas and Resurrection Sunday. Check off the box two times a year. No relationship.”

	 

	That’s a sealed-up Christian. No love, no worship, no obedience, just walking around playing the game, saying you’re a Christian. While in your obedience, it shows that you’re not. And this is what we see in this passage. John’s life was not one big waste of time. He obeyed God. Jesus

	 

	
wasn’t just John’s savior; He was His Lord. He didn’t say what we say today. A flat out “No God, I don’t want to, and I don’t have to!” Or “People will think I’m crazy!” Or “Nobody will ever believe me!” Or “What difference will it make? It’s just one letter.” Or “I thought I should do it this way.” Or “This thing from the world is much more important.” Or “That’s just a small thing. It’s not that big of a deal.” No! John gave God unquestionable and instant obedience, and because of that, you and I are blessed today.

	 

	Convicting question…“How many people, saved or unsaved, are not experiencing the Blessings of God because we are not obedient to the commands of God? How many people saved or unsaved are still stuck in a pit of despair because we are not obedient to the commands of God?” Don’t you remember how lonely it was before being a Christian? Don’t you remember how dark it was before being a Christian? Don’t you remember how depressing it was before being a Christian? Don’t you remember how empty and vain it was before being a Christian? Don’t you care? Then don’t be a sealed-up Christian. A faker, a Christian in name only. Don’t just say it, show it, be like John! Obey God. Jesus is not just our Savior; He is Lord, He is our Master. Do what He says! Oh, but that’s not the only command John is given. The 2nd command of the vision is To Send.

	 

	Revelation 1:11b “Write on a scroll what you see and send to the seven Churches.”

	 

	Send – Greek “pempo” means “to send, to dispatch, to bid a thing to be carried to one.” Here we see the 2nd command John is given. He is not just to write; he is now told to send. He must do something with it.

	How many of you are glad that John didn’t write this book and then sit on it, or bury it, or give it to a committee? For God so loved the world, He did not send a committee. And here we see what John is supposed to do with it. He is to send what he sees to the seven Churches.

	 

	
Revelation 1:11 “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	This brings us to two questions. One – who are the Seven Churches? Seven actual Churches in Modern Turkey.
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	distributed to each Church.”

	



	


“These seven Churches were chosen because they were located in the key cities of the seven postal districts into which Asia was divided. They were thus the central points for disseminating information. The seven cities appear in the order that a messenger traveling on the great circular road that linked them would visit them.

	Copies of The Book of Revelation would have been

	 

	
 

	Two – Why the Seven Churches? Because God not only loves His Church, but He also loves them enough to discipline His Church when they disobey. And this is precisely what we are going to see in the next 2 chapters. Before God ever breathes judgment on this world, He first gives a big fat spanking to His Church. Gee, I wonder why? Maybe it has to do with a lack of obedience? It’s high time we get a vision of who Jesus really is, and that is what we see in the next verse.

	 

	Revelation 1:12 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands,”

	 

	
GREEK: “And I turned around to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned around I saw seven golden lamp holders.” Now we see in verses 12-16 dealing with seeing the Messiah in His Glory. This is Jesus now, after He was resurrected, and I dare say, this will spur on some obedience. In fact, He gave His disciples a taste of His Glory before.

	 

	Matthew 17:1-7 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters – one for You, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. ‘Get up,’ He said. ‘Don’t be afraid.’”

	 

	And now John sees Jesus again as He really is. It is not concealed under the veil of flesh anymore. It’s the way He is, all the time, right now. When you pray to Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking to. When you talk to others about Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking about. He is the awesome, risen, glorified, infinitely Holy, righteous, powerful God that He is. This is seen in verses 12-16, the new revelation of Jesus. Notice that He is not walking on the shores of the Sea of Galilee healing people. Now, we see His fiery judgment and commanding presence walking among the Churches. In fact, John is seeing what Daniel saw in Daniel 7.

	 

	Daniel 7:9-10 “I watched as thrones were put in place and the Ancient One sat down to judge. His clothing was as white as snow, His hair like whitest wool. He sat on a fiery throne with wheels of blazing fire, and a river of fire flowed from His presence. Millions of angels ministered to Him, and a hundred million stood to attend Him. Then the court began its session, and the books were opened.”

	 

	
And folks, I’m telling you, this is the new revelation of Jesus. This is the Jesus Who is awesome in wonder and mighty in power. This is the Jesus Who is Coming with fiery judgment and a commanding presence.

	He walks among the Churches. He’s here right now. He sees it all. This is not the namby-pamby, wimpy, greasy-haired Roman-nosed, Harvey Milquetoast of a Messiah that’s so often pictured in Church today! This is God in human flesh. This is what has been concealed. This is what many people don’t want to see. And this is what much of the American Church refuses to reveal.

	 

	Remember the previous verse where John was told to write what he was revealed to by God, and he obeyed, and we are blessed as a result. And Praise God, he didn’t say what we probably would say, “No God, I don’t want to, and I don’t have to!” Or “People will think I’m crazy! They won’t like me anymore.” Or “Nobody will ever believe me! They’ll make fun of me,” Or “What difference will it make? It’s just one letter.” Or “I thought I should do it this way.” Or “I’m too busy living for this world.

	I’ll do it when I get time. Maybe when I retire.”

	No! John gave God unquestionable and instant obedience, and because of that, you and I are blessed today. He gave us the real picture of the real Jesus, yet the American Church continues to seal up the true Jesus. No wonder He’s about to judge not just the world, but in the next two chapters, He’s about to judge the Church!!! How dare we conceal the true identity of our Lord! That’s not just sinful, that’s satanic! So, just what does this vision of Jesus look like that is being concealed today?

	 

	And this brings us to the 9th thing we see about the vision: the Symbol of the Vision. The 1st symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Seven Golden Lampstands. So, what does the symbolism of the Seven Golden Lampstands mean? Well, let’s start tearing it apart and find out.

	 

	Seven – Greek – “hepta” means – “seven.” Symbolic of “completeness, perfection, and finality.” Used 31 times in The Book of Revelation. Golden – Greek “crusis” means – “gold or golden,” gold pictures “great value.” Lampstands – Greek – “luchnias” means lampstand

	 

	
or candlestick,” signifies a source of light.” So, the bigger question is… What is the meaning of the symbolism of Seven Golden Lampstands? If only there was some way we could find out for sure, to get an accurate picture of this vision of Jesus.

	 

	Maybe if we prayed and fasted for 15 years, we could figure it out.

	Maybe if I stared at my salad long enough, I could figure it out. How many of you want to try that? Fortunately, God’s got a better way… It’s called read your Bible!

	 

	Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven Churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven Churches.”

	 

	So, it’s obvious that right out of the starting gate…. The first glimpse of the real Jesus is depicting His Church. Why? Well, I think it’s not just because of who we are, I think it’s also because of what we are corporately. In that, we are His hands and feet, His Body for ministry.

	Gold pictures, great value. Therefore, the Church is of great value to God, because in Christ we have a golden purpose. But, not just any purpose, but for one that is complete or perfect (seven). and that purpose is to be a lampstand or “source of light.” Therefore, the challenge is to live up to that golden purpose, and that’s exactly what Jesus tells us to do. We are to be a beacon of hope and a light in this dark world.

	 

	Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”

	 

	Question... What happens when you turn on the lights in your house? Darkness must flee in the light. Therefore, if we do not shine spiritually, then spiritual darkness will prevail, and that’s precisely what’s wrong with the world today. It’s getting dark, not just because of itself, it’s

	 

	
getting darker because the Church refuses to be the light. But come on, surely the American Church knows this, right? I mean, surely, we know that if we’re ever going to beat back society’s wicked behavior, it’s not just believing the truth, it’s by obeying the truth, right? Let’s be honest. We don’t look like we’re shining for Jesus for all the world to see. We look like we’re sinning with this world, in hopes that God doesn’t see! And yet we act like God can’t see. Hello! He’s walking among the seven lampstands! He’s right here!

	 

	So, how do you know if you’re one of those Christians who are losing the light of Christ? Simple, ask yourself, are you not only standing for the truth of Christ, but are you willing to lay down your life for Christ? Like this man was asked.

	 

	A preacher and his wife have picked up a hitchhiker and are driving down the road when suddenly –

	 

	Hitchhiker: “Stop the car, stop the car! Pull the car over right now!” The driver instantly pulls the car off the road and slams on his brakes Hitchhiker: “Get out!”

	The husband gets out and walks to the front of the car. The Hitchhiker is right behind him with a gun pointed at his back.

	 

	Hitchhiker: “Your God is the reason that I’m doing this, because I don’t believe in your God. I have never found a Christian who truly believed in their Faith.”

	 

	He pulls the gun’s hammer back and says –

	 

	Hitchhiker: “Turn around and get on your knees right now!”

	 

	
The wife of the driver is standing next to the car. When she sees her husband on his knees she screams. She thinks she knows what is going to happen next to her husband.

	 

	Hitchhiker: “Shut up! You stay there! Be quiet and do not move! (he turns back to the man on his knees) Are you ready to find out what you’re made of? Now I’m going to ask you a very simple question, with a very simple answer. Think carefully before you respond. Let’s see what it means to be a Christian. Let’s see what Christ really means to you. He took nails on the cross for you, He died for you, are you willing to die for Him? I’m going to ask you this question and you have ten seconds to respond. Your answer will determine whether you live or die. Your entire life comes down to this moment. Are you ready to die for your Faith? You say, ‘I’m ready’ and I’ll pull the trigger. If not, then I’ll let you leave.

	Knowing what you devoted your entire life to, apparently means nothing. So, are you ready to die for your Faith? 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1.”

	 

	Husband: “I’m not ready, I’m not ready.”

	He then breaks down crying.

	Hitchhiker: “Actions speak louder than words.”

	The husband stands up and looks directly into the hitchhiker’s eyes. They are standing there making eye to eye contact when the hitchhiker turns the gun on himself. He has the gun up to his head, ready to pull the trigger.

	The husband-and-wife stare at the man, stunned that he will do this. But he doesn’t pull the gun away from his head, his finger is on the trigger. They think that the guy is just fooling them when he pulls the trigger. The gun misfires. He lowers the gun and as he is doing this a tear falls down his cheek. He then points the gun back at the husband but when he does, he rolls the cylinder and it is empty.

	 

	Hitchhiker: “I rest my case.”

	 

	
The husband hasn’t said a word, but he has just learned an enormous lesson. Now the tear is running down his cheek.

	 

	Hitchhiker: “Go, just go!” (He starts to walk off and then turns back to the husband) “If you were willing to die for Him, then you would be willing to tell someone like me about Him. But you’re not the one. You’re not the one.” (And he walks off down the highway.)

	 

	Oh, people of God, here comes the punchline. Maybe you’re tempted to say, how dare that preacher! How dare that man of the cloth not be willing to die for Christ. What kind of light was he to that man stuck in darkness? What kind of a Christian was that? Before you rip into that preacher, let me ask you the obvious question. Would you be willing to die for Jesus today? Would you say yes, pull that trigger, because I have the real vision of Jesus? I’ve seen Him as He is! He’s the awesome, risen, glorified, infinitely Holy, righteous, powerful one and only God. He’s not the namby-pamby, wimpy, greasy-haired Roman-nosed Harvey Milquetoast of a Messiah, that’s so often pictured. Maybe that’s why you’re still stuck in darkness.

	 

	Before you pull that trigger, let me shine the light of the glorious Gospel on you. Let me illuminate the real Jesus to you. The One Who is awesome in wonder and mighty in power. The One Who is Coming with fiery judgment and a commanding presence. The One Who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The Master of the universe, the Creator of all life. The One Who is God in the flesh, and Who loved you so much that he stooped down from His glorious throne and died on a cross to save your soul. Let me tell you about that Jesus before you pull the trigger! Is that what you would do? Or would you wimp out and keep the real Jesus concealed? Why? Because you love your life more than the One Who gave you your life?

	 

	You say you’re a Christian, but you don’t obey God! And being held at gunpoint is not the only way that we conceal Jesus from other people. We conceal Him every day by the way we live. You can put a bushel over the light of the glorious Gospel by your behavior.

	 

	
And it looks like this, you may not have a gun to your head, but you still have a decision to make. The Spirit of God prompts you to help your neighbor, and you say, “No.” Click! You just concealed Jesus. Your boss asks you to fudge a little at work, and you say yes. Click! You just concealed Jesus. Your friend’s marriage is in turmoil, and you do nothing. Click! You just concealed Jesus. Your Church asks you to serve in a certain area, and you say I don’t have time. Click! You just concealed Jesus. Your family is in danger of the fires of hell, and you say not a word. Click. You just concealed Jesus, and you sealed their fate. Why? Because you’re not being the light of Christ. You’re not living up to that golden purpose in Him. You’re giving them the wrong vision of Him! You’re giving them that namby-pamby, wimpy, greasy-haired, Roman-nosed, Harvey Milquetoast of a Messiah, that’s so often pictured. You’re giving them the Jesus that doesn’t care. The Jesus that offers no hope. The Jesus that’s indifferent to their pain.

	 

	And so once again… The real Jesus, the Jesus that people are so desperately looking for, is once again concealed. So, before you rip into that preacher who wouldn’t take a bullet for Jesus. You need to ask yourself, are you doing the same thing with your behavior for Jesus? And not just a one-time event with a hitchhiker, but every single day with the people God places in your path. No wonder we see the order of Judgments that we see in the Book of Revelation. Before Jesus judges the world, he first judges His Church. And folks…I wonder why?

	 

	The point is…We need to obey Him and get the message out. God

	didn’t say, "sit"; He said, "send." We need to go as shown in this video.

	 

	“Where are you going? The principle of the Gospel is, the Gospel always brings life to the receiver, and death to the giver. If it’s the Gospel that brought death to Jesus Christ, why would we think that preaching the Gospel would be any less? If anybody would be my disciple, he must pick up his cross and follow me. If it killed Him to give life to us, and He invites us, then why would we expect that it would be any less? God, the Father, had this extraordinary plan for you and me for eternity, by having His Son killed. But His Son voluntarily responded, it was not so easy to respond,

	 

	
and even the night before, it was difficult to achieve it. He said, ‘God, is there not another way?’ And I know many, many people in the Church say, ‘Isn’t there another way?’

	 

	In our Hong Kong Churches it does look like there is another way. Normal Christians live a normal Christian life, go to meetings, jump up and down on stages, while we are exhausted and tired, while they say, ‘You have a special ministry, Jackie.’ And I say, ‘Oh no, I give up my life, would you like to do this with us? I could use some help. The poor people all over the earth, who have never heard of Jesus, are the poorest people. They are desperate for food, they are desperate for blankets, they are desperate for medicine, they are desperate for water. The greatest number of people, worldwide, who have never heard about the love of the Lord Jesus Christ are desperately poor and they are not going to come here to hear the Gospel. We have to go to them.

	 

	So, why haven’t people gone? They have nothing to do with God in their life. So, maybe if they had a normal life more people could come. But I say, why don’t you all go, you could do such great things, go to the ends of the earth. They can’t watch Jesus on TV. They’re not going to hear about Jesus unless you go. If you know the love of God, there is no better way to give up your life than to volunteer. This is not a sentence to death; we are just privileged to answer this call.”

	That’s the command of the seven Golden Lampstands. If He says write, you write, if He says send, you send, and when He says go, you go. Do you want to make a difference? To dispel the darkness? No politician is coming to save us. We’ve got the answer, and He’s in us. And we’ve got to get busy obeying Him and getting the real Jesus out to as many as we can. That is when the mission will be complete.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Eleven

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:13

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right? It’s the apocalypse, the unveiling of Jesus Christ. Now we get into the great description of Who He is, post the cross.

	 

	Revelation 1:9-13 “I, John, your brother and companion in that suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.’ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	Wow, it sounds like some important good news here. And that’s because it is! How many of you guys want to hear some good news? Then read this Book! But as we saw before, people don’t, and if they do, they get it horribly wrong, with their attitude, their approach, and their apprehension, which is a byproduct of the bad attitude and bad approach. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation, and interpret it

	 

	
correctly, Wow! You see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also, for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future. That’s what we have seen so far as we began that journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	A “Revelation concerning Jesus Christ.” Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It is a revelation. But the question is, a Revelation of What? What is it that is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The Real Risen Jesus Christ!

	 

	The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you. It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed. And the American Church is doing just that by not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! And this book, the Book of Revelation, also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into. Saying that God is our Buddy. Or Jesus is our Homeboy, lawn boy, or rock star. Not the King of kings, not the Lord of lords, not the Master of the Universe. The One who reigns over all creation, as Revelation says.

	 

	And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus! And produces fake Christians and fake Churches like this one!

	 

	Preacher: “This is no masquerade. This is me. A man who loves to preach about Jesus, is openly gay and has a side that he’s never shared before, until today.”

	 

	Narrator: “In what can only be described as a shocking and controversial move, a United Methodist pastor recently came out as a drag queen before his congregation. A drag queen is typically a man who

	 

	
dresses in women’s clothing and often exaggerates feminine traits. This revelation has stirred deep concerns within the Christian community and rightly so. It reflects a growing trend that many believe was prophesied in the Bible as a sign of the Last Days.”

	 

	Preacher: “My name is Russing Kimball. My pronouns are he, him, his. I have the pastor of serving; I have the privilege of serving as the pastor of Broadway United Methodist Church in downtown Orlando. And my drag name is still a work in progress. So, if you have any ideas, please let me know. There’s one floating around, but we’ll, I’m not going to share that one with you. And I need to say thank you to Amanda Rose for doing my makeup this morning, because you would not want to see what it would look like if I did it. So, together is the key word here, because I could not be where I am today without community support. I could not be the proud, gay man serving as a pastor of a United Methodist congregation in Orlando, in Florida, in the South without having long-standing allies in the work of inclusion such as Pastor Andy.”

	 

	Narrator: “During the service, a lesbian was invited to introduce the pastor who had come out as a drag queen. What shocked many was the shirt she wore, a white polo with an image of Jesus on it. But this wasn’t just any image. It was a picture of Jesus, with makeup and painting, clearly mocking his appearance. This act was not only in bad taste. It was pure blasphemy, a direct insult to the Christian faith.”

	 

	And that’s what you get when you don’t preach the Book of Revelation, which gives you the real Jesus. You reap what you sow. You get fake pastors, fake Churches, and fake Christians, from the wrong Jesus, a false Jesus, a Jesus of their own making. A religious icon, a buddy, or a cosmic sugar daddy who wouldn’t hurt a flea.

	 

	Instead of the real Jesus, the King of kings, Lord of lords, and Master of all, who alone is worthy of our worship and obedience! And who does not put up with that blasphemy! But since the Church is not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation! You reap what you sow! Fake Churches are full of fake Christians! They’ve become worldly,

	 

	
anemic, ineffective, and apostate! Full of fakers and blasphemous sin! This is the “other side” of Jesus that truly is a Revelation to most professing Christians today.

	 

	And when you get it, you won’t come out like that video. You come out looking like Christ! Holy, pure, godly, and living a life that is God-honoring. And that’s why God tells us just how important this book, this unveiling of the real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. It’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual angel of God, that was then given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	In Verse 2, John says it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God, and then Verse 3 says there’s a three-fold blessing from God! Would you please get into this book! So that you can be useful, not useless; faithful, not fearful; fruitful, not fruitless; and real, not fake, like these Bible quoters.

	 

	Preacher: “When Jesus was being tempted in the wilderness, Jesus quoted the Scriptures and said, ‘It is written,’ but satan also quoted the Scriptures and said, ‘It is written.’ Go read Matthew 4 for yourself. Jesus says, ‘It is written.’ Satan says, ‘It is written.’ Both of them were quoting the Bible. That’s why you have got to know the difference when you listen to people.”

	 

	Preacher #2: “Two of the angriest men I have ever counseled were two of the best non-seminary trained theologians. They were guys who just loved the labyrinth in nature of Biblical Theology, and they had studied it, but that theology hadn’t transformed their living, and it was all about them, and everything made them angry. I mean, if everything makes me angry, that’s me in the center of my world as king. But they could have passed a third-year seminary level theology exam with no problem. So, as we have said before, the enemy of our souls would gladly give you your formal theology. He’ll give you your Sunday morning Church attendance, episodic moments of ministry if he can rule and control your heart, and that’s where the spiritual war exists.”

	 

	
Just because you can quote the Bible doesn’t mean you’re saved.

	Satan knows the Bible. Just because you know Bible Doctrine doesn’t mean you’re saved. Demons know Doctrine. Just because you attend Church services doesn’t mean you’re saved. Just because you serve in the Church doesn’t mean you’re saved. The acid test is, who controls your heart? Who do you look like? Who do you resemble? Who do you obey? Who do you worship? Who governs your life? If it ain’t Christ, and you refuse to walk and live and keep in step with the Spirit but instead walk and live and keep in step with this world, you act like the world, love this world, love the things of this world, live like the world – stop kidding yourself. The love of the Father is not in you! I didn’t say that He did!

	 

	1 John 2:15-19 “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father, but from the world.

	The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.”

	And this is what the Book of Revelation brings out! You find out real fast who you really are. What you really live for, what you really worship! And if it ain’t God, who alone is worthy of worship, and if it’s really this world, then the love of the Father is not in you, and you might be a faker! This is what the Book of Revelation will show you. If you’re off track, it will get you back on track! It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church full of fakers today. And that’s exactly what we saw in verses 1 and 4, that John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,”

	Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.”

	 

	
This message was given to show His servants, us, the Church, because the world needs to know this, the real God, and the real judgment coming. And the apostate Church needs to know this, the real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if, like them, you're freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel. Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. He got us blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up to get the bittersweet message out, no matter what! Then John gives us a spiritual preview of the message!

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	When Jesus returns, it’s not going to be a fun or joyful time!

	People aren’t going to be dancing, laughing, yucking it up. They are going to be freaking out! People will be mourning, beating their breasts, out of fear and regret, over what they have done! The Jews will mourn and repent. The Gentiles will mourn and not repent, and cut themselves! Then John gives us the identity of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is, and Who was, and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of Who it is that’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. Then John gives us the context of the vision!

	 

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	John encourages us even more to get the bittersweet message out. Even when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized, and lied about and falsely accused of getting the bittersweet message out, it’s okay. We have each other, the Church. We are

	 

	
companions in suffering, not the cause of suffering. And when it comes to suffering, what do you expect? It’s not abnormal. We’re preaching that the Kingdom is coming and the Gospel is being shared. It wasn’t popular for Jesus or John, why are you shocked when it happens today! Buck up and do it anyway – Welcome to Christianity! Then John gives us the setting of the vision!

	 

	Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	The 1st Setting was when the vision occurred When God was In Control, literally says a “Lordy-Like day. A day literally belonging to the Lord. And on that day, He began to speak to John about this amazing Revelation. How many “Lordy-Like days does God have with us? How many days can we say, “Yup, that day totally belonged to God!” It was all about Him. It had nothing to do with me. No? No wonder He’s not doing amazing things today! Then last time, we saw the Saying of the Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	The 1st thing we see about the saying is that It Came with a Command. And the 1st command is To Write.

	 

	Revelation 1:1a “Write on a scroll what you see.”

	 

	John is commanded to write or record what he sees on a scroll for others to know and experience and see what John is about to see. The 2nd command of the vision is “To Send.” John was not just to write; he was now told to send it to the seven Churches. He is to do something with it! Not sit on it, bury it, give it to a committee. For God so loved the world that He did not send a committee. He sent it to the seven Churches!

	Because we are to be the Golden Lampstands, shining the real Jesus to people! Not the false Jesus who dresses in drag makeup that’s pictured in the Church today.

	 

	
Then we saw the 9th thing about the vision is The Symbol of the

	Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:12 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.”

	 

	Now verses 12-16 deal with seeing the Messiah in His glory. This is Jesus now, after His resurrection. John is seeing Jesus as He really is. He is not concealed under the veil of flesh anymore. This is the way He is all the time, right now. When you pray to Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking to. When you talk to others about Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking about. He is the awesome, risen, glorified, infinitely Holy, Righteous, powerful God that He is!

	 

	And the 1st symbol we see of Jesus Christ is the Seven Golden Lampstands. And there’s no mystery about it. In verse 20, we saw the Seven Golden Lampstands, speaking of us, the Church! Which shows us that Jesus is not walking on the shores of the Sea of Galilee healing people. He’s walking among His Churches with fiery judgment and commanding presence. Why? Because He’s here right now. He sees it all, including that drag Church. This is what many people don’t want to see. This is why we see the order of Judgments in the Book of Revelation.

	Before Jesus judges the world, He first judges His Church. Why? Because He’s right here walking among us, seeing it all. But we’re just getting started…

	 

	Revelation 1:13 “and among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	Greek: “And in the middle of the lamp holders [there was] one like a Son [related] to Man, having been clothed [with a garment] to the feet, and having been encircled across the breasts with a golden [leather or cloth] cincher.”

	 

	
Now we see the 2nd symbol of Jesus Christ. He is Someone Like the Son of Man. Here we get another description of the real Jesus post the cross. Again, when you pray to Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking to. When you talk to others about Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking about! When you’re sharing Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re sharing! It is no longer concealed under the veil of flesh, as this man shares.

	 

	“We are now going to see the real full vision of the glorified Son. This is the first great vision of the Lord Jesus Christ revealed to John in this wonderful book.

	 

	It is equaled in grandeur only by one other description of Jesus in the book of Revelation in Chapter 19. That is very near the end of the book; and this vision here is, of course, in the very beginning.

	 

	Thus, these two glorious revelations of Jesus Christ set the pace. They are the brackets in which all the other revelations occur.

	 

	The gospels show Jesus in His humiliation, but Revelation shows Him in His glory. He is the majestic exalted, glorified Son of God after His ascension in heaven and shown in His second coming.

	This particular description, this post resurrection vision of Jesus Christ, must have been a monumental encouragement to the persecuted, distressed, discouraged, beleaguered believers in Asia Minor who first received this great book.

	 

	They were undergoing persecution, extremely difficult persecution, persecution which under Domitian had resulted in John himself, the author, being exiled and banished to the isle of Patmos.

	 

	And in this very difficult time when it looked as if things were bleak for the Church, what a wonderful thing it must have been to receive this book which defined Jesus’ present glory seen here in chapter 1, and also predicted His glorious return in the future.

	 

	
But this vision of Jesus Christ is not a future vision, it is a present vision. It is not one that says this is what Jesus Christ will be like and what He will do in the future, it is one which says this is what He is like now and this is what He is doing now.

	 

	And it is specifically a vision of the glorified Lord of the Church. It depicts Jesus Christ in majestic glory in the present ministry to His Church, which was going on even then and is going on even now and shall be until He comes again.

	 

	As you look at this vision, may it open your eyes to see the glory of our Lord, the real Lord, the Lord of the Church, and the Lord of the world as He truly is.”

	 

	And this vision of the real Jesus as He is right now, is first pictured as the Son of Man. So, the question is, “Why is Jesus compared to 'the Son of Man?” If only there was some way we could find out for sure to get an accurate picture of this vision of Jesus. If only we could attend a fasting and a prayer conference, with meals included, then we could understand what the Son of Man means. Well, fortunately, there’s no need to do that. Just do your homework! It was not just an expression to the Jews picturing the Messiah, but the Messiah in the throne room of God. It literally means “the Son Who relates to mankind.” In that, He became a man. This is what the Messiah would do.

	 

	Daniel 7:13-14 “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and {men of every} language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.”

	 

	The Jewish people knew that one day the Messiah from the very throne room of God would come and save His people. Their mistake was in getting the timing wrong. He is going to set up His Kingdom on Earth.

	 

	
He will deliver His people from the tyranny of Man. But that’s at the Second Coming, as we’ll see in The Book of Revelation. The First Coming, however, was to deliver His people from the tyranny of sin. It was this truth that the Son of Man came the first time to communicate to us. It was the greatest act of love of all time!

	 

	“A devout member of a Hindu sect was confronted with the claims of Christ. To him all life was sacred, a cow, an insect, a cobra. Yet he could not grasp the Christian concept that God actually visited this planet in the Person of Jesus Christ.

	 

	One day while walking through the field wrestling in his mind with this concept of God, he observed an anthill that was in the path of a farmer plowing the field.

	 

	Gripped with the same kind of concern that you and I would feel for hundreds of people trapped in a burning building, he wanted to warn the ants of their impending danger. But how?

	 

	He could shout to them, but they would not understand. He could write to them, but they could not read. How then could he communicate with them?

	Then the realization came: Out of sheer love he wished that he could become an ant. If this could have been possible, he could have warned them before it was too late.

	 

	Now at last he understood the Christian concept.

	 

	God called to us, but we wouldn’t listen. He wrote to us, but we refused to read. Out of sheer love He became a man in order to clearly communicate His love and forgiveness to us.”

	 

	That’s the Son of Man. Remember this phrase - Jesus Christ…the Son of God, became the Son of Man, so sons of men could become Sons of God. But remember the context. Remember what makes it the greatest act of love of all time. The Son of Man meant not just the Messiah, but the

	 

	
Messiah from the very throne room of God. This is the Infinitely, Holy, Righteous, Almighty God stooping down from heaven to deliver to save Who?

	 

	Romans 5:6 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”

	 

	Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

	 

	Romans 5:10 “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through His life!”

	 

	Who did the Infinitely, Holy, Righteous, Almighty God stoop down from heaven to deliver and save? Ungodly people, sinners, His enemies, people who hated His guts and said so, while He was being murdered by them! Oh, that we would love with that kind of love. The world would be saved overnight! And it was this mind-blowing truth that prompted John to write in another book, declaring His amazing love.

	 

	1 John 3:1-2 “Consider the incredible love that the Father has shown us in allowing us to be called “children of God”—and that is not just what we are called, but what we are. This explains why the world will no more recognize us than it recognized Christ. Here and now, my dear friends, we are God’s children.”

	 

	Do we realize the incredible measures that Jesus Christ went through to save us from the fires of hell? Do we have any idea what an amazing act of love Jesus undertook so that we can have a relationship with Him, here and now? Keep in mind, He did not have to! The Lord is perfectly fine without us. But, as the Son of Man, because of His compassionate love, He stooped down and saved wretched sinners like you and me. Even when we weren’t looking for Him or concerned about Him, He still made a way for us to be adopted into His forever family.

	Now that’s compassion. That’s love, and that’s our Lord and Savior Jesus

	 

	
Christ. He is the Son of Man. That’s what it means! That’s what John’s trying to tell us! Receive it now! Receive it today! And be set-free! But that’s not all!

	 

	The 3rd symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Dressed in a Robe & Sash.

	 

	Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	So here we go again. If only there were some way we could find out for sure to get an accurate picture of this vision of Jesus. If only we could sow a seed into somebody’s miracle ministry, then they could tell us what the Someone Dressed in a Robe and Sash means. Well, fortunately, you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework. Read your Bible. The robe and sash are the garments of a king, a prophet, and a priest.

	 

	“Kings wore such robes as in the case of King Saul. And not only did kings wear such robes but prophets wore such robes as well.

	So, this robe obviously indicates Christ’s kingly role, and it illustrates His prophetic role.

	 

	But this clothing also illustrates Jesus’ Priestly role, because we are reminded that the priests in the Old Testament wore on their chest, a little above their armpits, a sash.”

	 

	Exodus 28:1-4 “Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron, to give him dignity and honor. Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given wisdom in such matters that they are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as priest. These are the garments they are to make: a breast piece, an ephod, a robe, a woven tunic,

	 

	
a turban and a sash. They are to make these sacred garments for your brother Aaron and his sons, so they may serve me as priests.”

	 

	And so, this vision of Jesus reveals to us another wonderful picture of the ministry of Jesus. First – He is the King of Kings. He is our prophet who alone knows the truth and teaches us the truth. And He is our Heavenly High Priest.

	 

	“Jesus is the Ruler over all things. Over His Church and the world. Christ is “our eternal King who governs us by His word and Spirit, and who defends and preserves us in the enjoyment of that salvation,

	 

	As the royal Heir of the new creation, He will lead us into a kingdom of eternal light and love.

	 

	And as such, “We may patiently pass through this life with its misery, cold, contempt, reproaches, and other troubles—content with this one thing: that our King will never leave us nor forsake us, but will provide for our needs until, our warfare ended, we are called home to triumph.”

	 

	We can grow in the Christian life only as we live obediently under Christ’s rule and by His power.”

	But Two – It also shows us He is the Prophet of God.

	 

	“Jesus is the One Whom we need to instruct us in the things of God so as to heal our blindness and ignorance. As the Prophet, Jesus is the only One who can reveal what God has been proposing in history since the world began and who can teach and make manifest the real meaning of the scriptures of the prophets and thus, we will only make progress in the Christian life only as we heed His instruction and teaching.”

	 

	And finally, the robe and sash show us that He is the Heavenly, Interceding Priest for His People.

	 

	
Hebrews 4:14-16 “Therefore since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

	 

	Remember that one of the main ministries of the priest was to secure forgiveness of sin for the People, and that’s precisely what our High Priest Jesus has done. Not just a few of them, and not just most of them, but all of them, past, present, and future. He has secured the forgiveness of all our sins once and for all, for all eternity, every single one of them!

	 

	Hebrews 5:9 “And, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.”

	 

	Hebrews 7:25 “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.”

	Hebrews 9:12 “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.”

	 

	Hebrews 9:15 “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.”

	 

	Psalm 130:3-4 “If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness.”

	 

	But not just forgiveness, but complete forgiveness! This is what our King Prophet, High Priest, Jesus Christ has done! And because of this, we are forever loved and forever accepted right now in Jesus Christ! And if you refuse to receive the truth of who we are in Christ. Even though it’s true, you remain in bondage like this guy.

	 

	
“One day a young Christian man came into my office for a counseling appointment. He flinched and shook. He was obviously on some kind of drug. He introduced himself this way: ‘My name is Jimmy. I am a paranoid, manic-depressive schizophrenic.’

	 

	I looked at him and said, ‘That’s really marvelous! I imagine that you can hardly wait to get up in the morning so you can look in the mirror and say, ‘Hi there, Jimmy, you old paranoid, manic-depressive schizophrenic!’ Who hung that label on you?’

	 

	After his initial surprise, Jimmy explained his history. He had been under the treatment of psychiatrists and psychologists since he was 18 years old. His father had originally taken him because he had been ‘depressed.’

	 

	But with each new counselor, their diagnosis had grown more complicated. Jimmy blundered through the years, failing at work, marriage, and life. His dependency on drugs grew as he resigned himself to his circumstances.

	 

	‘Jimmy,’ I began, ‘I agree that you have made some poor decisions in life, and we’ll work on those, but I am most concerned right now with who you think you are.

	Are you a Christian?’ Yes, he answered.

	 

	‘Are you in Christ?’ Yes. ‘Does Christ live in you?’ Yes.

	 

	‘Then let’s determine who you are based on who God says you are!

	 

	Do you think that if God were introducing you around the kingdom of heaven He would say, ‘This is Jimmy: the paranoid, manic-depressive schizophrenic’?

	 

	No! God would say, ‘This is My beloved son, Jimmy’!

	 

	
When God looks at you, He sees a child of His who is totally forgiven, perfect in His sight because you are in Christ and indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God.

	 

	“An administrator of the largest psychiatric hospital in London was quoted as saying, ‘If the people here only knew what it means to be forgiven, I could dismiss half of them at once.”

	 

	How many of us are still stuck in a mental ward of our own making? Yes, even as Christians? Because we haven’t received the true vision of the real Jesus. The One Who is our Mighty King in Power and Rule. Our prophet showed us the real God and real salvation. Our Heavenly High Priest who secured for us the forgiveness of all our sins. So that when we appear before His Throne, we will not hear from Him, away from me, you evildoer, you manic depressive wacko! But come here, my child, my beloved, and enter the joy of your Master. That’s what John’s trying to tell us! Receive it now! Receive it today! And be set-free! But that’s not all!

	 

	The 4th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Standing Among His People. Now, after this description. I want to remind you of His location.

	Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	Among the lampstands (literally, in the middle of the lamp holders), and again, now that we have seen some of these attributes of Jesus, this leads us to ask a simple yet profound question: where is Jesus? Where is this loving, forgiving Messiah? Where is this Heavenly, interceding Priest? Where is this King of Kings, Master and Ruler of all? Where is this Prophet of God, Who alone knows all things? Yes, He’s in Heaven at the right hand of the Father, but also, He is here in and among His Church.

	 

	
A good example of that is ‘The Price is Right’. When the contestant answers with the wrong price, the loser's music goes off.

	 

	Yeah, it’s a revelation! And if you’re sinning, that loser noise goes off! Remember, the Lampstands have already been identified as the Church in verse 20. And the Church is not a building made with hands and a steeple. It’s you and me, God’s people! That means, wherever we go, Jesus is right there with us. If it ever feels like God’s a million miles away, guess who moved? Not God, you did! He never leaves you nor forsakes you! So why did God go through all this trouble to give this revelation to John, to give to us? The Real Jesus, who is God in the flesh, the King of Kings, the Ruler of all, the Prophet who knows all things, the loving, forgiving, Messiah, the eternal interceding Priest, and Who is walking among His Church. Well, I think it’s for two things.

	 

	One - For our obedience. When you realize that God Himself is watching what you watch, listening to what you listen to, hearing what you say, and going where you go, it kind of deters sin. But break it down, what does that mean? That means there is no secret conversation, there is no private thing, every little piece of gossip, every little thing you’ve ever – He’s right there. You hear me say it all the time. You do realize that God is not deaf, dumb, and blind, and He can see in the dark. This is what John is saying. Praise God, He’s right here. That’ll change your life. I think we play so fast and lose, with sin, because we don’t pay attention to these couple of words from John. He’s right here among us. When you get it, everything changes.

	 

	“There was a very successful doctor who “had it all” fame, money, nice things, the party life, etc., but the stress of his vocation, and the long hours he put in, eventually led him to begin to drink. And what made matters worse was that every night his fellow doctors had a routine of going to a local bar and really boozing it up before facing another hectic day.

	 

	Finally, this kind of living began to take its toll on him and even though he had all the things people said would make him happy, he found himself

	 

	
totally miserable and all alone. And in the depth of his despair, the man cried out to God, and there on the floor, gave his heart to Jesus Christ.

	 

	Well, the next day, the doctor was totally changed. He was no longer miserable, and the deep loneliness had simply vanished. In fact, he found that money and fame wasn’t a primary concern for him and for two weeks straight he declined the nightly offer from his friends to go booze it up at the bars.

	 

	Finally, his co-workers couldn’t take it any longer and so they asked him what up, why the sudden change. And when he told them that it was because he became a Christian, the other doctors simply taunted him,

	 

	“Hey, we know how much you loved to drink before. There’s no way you can give it up just like that. Why do you mean to tell us that if you came home from work one day totally stressed out and no one was around to watch and no one would ever find out, that you wouldn’t have just one little drink for ol’ time’s sake?”

	 

	And the doctor simply replied, “Well that’s where you’ve got it all wrong. You see, since I became a Christian, I realize that I’m never alone.”

	If we truly understood that God is with us wherever we go, then our behavior would change instantly, as it did with that man. Every word we say and every deed we do is actually done in front of God Almighty. This is what John is telling us! Jesus is walking right here among us, the lampstands! Have we forgotten that? He’s watching what you watch, listening to what you listen to, hearing what you say, and going where you go.

	 

	Two – I think John is telling us this to encourage us. Since Jesus (God in the flesh) is right here with us, what’s there to be afraid of? And how much heartache and unnecessary pain could we avoid if we just acknowledged this truth! Unfortunately, it usually takes a tremendous amount of pain before we wake up to this truth. Like this lady learned…

	 

	
Nickie Parlette: “I was told I had a brain tumor, deeply embedded, larger than a golf ball and that I would die without surgery, but that the surgery itself was equally dangerous.

	 

	The most devastating news, however, was that if I survived surgery, I would not be able to walk. I was filled with terror. I had been waiting for a miracle and was given instead a sentence of death or life in a wheelchair.

	 

	With a feeling I can’t even describe, I wrote out a will and selected a wheelchair in preparation for either event. I made silly jokes about being ‘bald and beautiful’, but inside I was crying out. Where was my miracle?

	 

	On the day I entered the hospital, my doctor once again carefully outlined all the dangers I was about to face. I was then handed a gown and told to prepare myself.

	 

	I went into the bathroom and put on the hospital gown, but when I reached for the door handle, something would not let me open the door. That something was the pain and fear I had carried inside me all my life.

	I felt terror for which there were no words. All the jokes were gone and suddenly I was trapped in a tiny bathroom with nowhere to go. I fell to my knees in that hospital bathroom and poured out my pain to God.

	In that moment, I gave myself completely to a God I could not see … or feel … or hear. But with that act of faith, a sense of incredible peace began to come over me.

	 

	Suddenly, I knew that God was right there with me and that I had nothing to fear. I had my miracle!

	 

	With the courage that only a loving God could give, I was able then to stand and face an unknown future. The surgery was seven hours long and quite complicated to perform. The top of my head was literally removed, and my brain was carefully pried apart in order to locate and remove the tumor.

	 

	
But although the surgery was long and arduous, I was released from the hospital in only three days, bald and beautiful – and almost able to walk! Since that time, I am back to normal walking in good health and have lacked for nothing!

	 

	I have been shown over and over again that God provides for every need and even exceeds our expectations. More than provision, though, God’s greatest gift is His love.

	 

	And today, where once there was nothing but a deep hole in my soul, I now hear God’s voice say to me, ‘I love you because you are mine.’“

	 

	Folks, don’t wait until you get a brain tumor before you receive this wonderful Biblical truth. Listen to the Book of Revelation. Listen to John. This same Jesus, the real Jesus, the Son of Man, the King of Kings, the Prophet of God, the Heavenly High Priest who is awesome in wonder and mighty in power, the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and the Master of the universe, the creator of all life, He’s right here with you, right now!

	And He will protect you, He will provide for you, in fact, receive this –

	He’s all you need!

	And this is what the enemy doesn’t want us to see, let alone share with other people. He’s trying to conceal this wonderful, powerful, intimate Jesus from you so that you and nobody else will ever find out.

	Because we would find out the truth that the devil has been defeated, that Jesus Christ is Almighty God, and He whooped the devil! And therefore, we don’t need to be afraid. This is what the devil is trying to conceal, and the devil conceals it from us in two ways.

	 

	First – He gets us to flat out forget who Jesus is, what He’s done, and who we are to Him. Or when you don’t teach the Book of Revelation, you in effect conceal the real risen Jesus again.

	 

	Secondly – He gets us to fall for a counterfeit. He gets us to think something other than Jesus is what we need. We need money, fame, power, popularity, looks, riches, pleasure, nice clothes, nice cars, nice

	 

	
house, we need this, we need that, we need anything and everything but Jesus! But don’t people see the devil's lie? Every one of these things is a counterfeit! They cannot satisfy your soul like the real Jesus can! Nothing can!

	 

	And so, if you’ve strayed away from the real Jesus, then I challenge you. Come back to Him today! Come back to the real Jesus, who not only loves His Church, but He walks among His Church. He’s right here with you, right now! He never leaves you nor forsakes you! Because He’s the Son of man, the King of Kings, the Prophet of God, the Heavenly High Priest, who is awesome in wonder and mighty in power, the King of Kings, lord of Lords, and the Master of the Universe, the creator of all life, and He will protect you. He will provide for you. In fact, receive this – He’s all you need. And therefore, if all you’ve got is Jesus Christ, you’ve got it all! He’s all you need!

	 

	Stop letting the devil beat you up. Stop listening to his lies. Get back to the real Jesus. Smash down those idols. Get rid of those counterfeits! And stop trying to fight the devil on your own! The Bible is clear, He’s already defeated! Receive this vision from John. Understand Who our Lord is. You’re His child. He loves you! We won! And there’s nothing to be afraid of!

	That’s what John’s trying to tell us! Receive it now! Receive it today! And be set-free, like this girl did!

	 

	CBN.com Reports: “Taisha Holt was just eight years old when she and her female cousins watched a pornographic video that had been recorded over her favorite VHS movie.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “It was the first time seeing this type of stuff, so we watched it, and we were all just, nobody said anything. It was very quiet, but we all just continued to watch it for about an hour.”

	 

	CBN.com Reports: “The next week they rewatched the tape again. Her older cousins made up a game.”

	 

	
Taisha Holt: “They said the game we’re going to play is, we’ll make up a sexual game, and we’ll perform them on each other, like they do in films, and then we’ll have a certain amount of time with each other and then we’ll switch off.”

	 

	CBN.com Reports: “They eventually introduced her stepbrother to the game and the sex became real. When he rejected her, Taisha began imitating him and playing the role of the male with her female cousins. She found immediate acceptance, which meant the world to Taisha, who otherwise felt rejected by her family and had been disowned by her father.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “I never understood what was wrong with me. Why didn’t he want to love me? Why didn’t he want to accept me? Why didn’t he want to claim me? It stripped me of my identity. I didn’t know who I was because he didn’t want me. I felt like there was something wrong with me. So, I told myself, I’m going to be the man that nobody has ever been to me. I’m going to be the man that other women should want to be with.”

	 

	CBN.com Reports: “By seventh grade, Taisha fully embraced life as a boy. For thirteen years she engaged in a string of lesbian relationships, all while hiding her own pain and confusion behind a manly exterior. As a joke, one Sunday, she went to Koinonia Christian Church with a friend.

	Pastor Ronnie Goins remembers seeing her for the first time.”

	 

	Pastor Goins: “She had cornrows and looked like a guy, but I knew it wasn’t a guy. I just couldn’t take my eyes off her, and I just knew to ask her to come forward.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “I was like, okay, I’m about to curse him out in front of the whole Church because I know what he’s about to say. I’m living wrong. It’s an abomination. It’s a sin. He did something that I wasn’t prepared for, that I was least expecting for him to do. He just grabbed me and hugged me. And I melted. I had never received a hug from a man. And he looked at me in my eyes and he said, ‘You are a beautiful little girl.’ And

	 

	
I’m fully dressed like a man. And he said, ‘Do you know that you are a little girl?’ While he was still holding me.”

	 

	Pastor Goins: “It was almost as if I was telling her everything that I would have told my daughter. That I wanted my daughter to know that you are beautiful, you’re special, you’re anointed, you have favor.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “I felt love. I felt security. At that moment, I thought it was just a normal hug from a regular man, but it was a love from Jesus that transferred from him to me. I was secure in knowing that someone had seen the little girl that I was hiding. I was hiding her purposely because I didn’t trust anybody with her. And he saw her through all of that, and he called her out and everything broke.”

	 

	Pastor Goins: “Taisha knew she had an encounter with God’s love. She still tried to return to the gay lifestyle but was left empty and frustrated. After visions of gloom and despair she responded to God’s prompt to follow him.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “And the Lord said, ‘Taisha, if you don’t leave this lifestyle, you are going to kill yourself.’ I went to the girl that was my fiancé at the time, and her brother and her kids, and I said, ‘I think I just gave my life to Christ, I’m leaving.’”

	Pastor Goins: “Taisha secluded herself from her old life and spent the next six months reading the Bible.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “As I began to study the Word and God and apply it to my life, it began to renew my mind and change me, and the way I saw myself, the way I saw the world, and the way I saw my father, and how he didn’t know as well, you know, how to be a father.”

	 

	CBN.com Reports: “Pastor Ronnie and his wife, Nikki, became spiritual parents and helped Taisha see herself as a beautiful young woman.”

	 

	
Nikki Goins: “Just seeing God at work in her reminds me that God can do anything. I’m honored to see God do this through someone that I love, who I truly see as a daughter, even though I didn’t give birth to her.”

	 

	Pastor Goins: “She is the living embodiment of what God can do, how he can transform minds. Because every time I see her and listen to her, I’m reminded of just how, what God is able to do.”

	 

	CBN.com Reports: “Taisha says the wounds from her past brought confusion and pain as she gave her life fully to Christ.”

	 

	Taisha Holt: “In three years, everything that was taken away from me when I was a little girl, I got back with them. Everything. He healed everyone. Everyone. I haven’t had a same-sex attraction, haven’t had a desire or a temptation for women. Period.”

	 

	That’s the Jesus our world needs to see. Not the one below. Who cannot save, does not deliver, and keeps people in bondage to sin.
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But the real Jesus, Who is mighty to save, full of love and complete forgiveness, making you a new creation, set free from sin. No matter how far you’ve strayed. Amen?

	[image: Image][image: Image]

	 

	
 

	Chapter Twelve

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:14

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Listen, behold, the coming New World Order of Jesus Christ!

	That’s what’s in this book! Again, who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right? So, we’re going to continue that amazing journey. Amen?

	Revelation 1:9-14 “I, John, your brother and companion in that suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day, I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.’ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire.”

	 

	Wow, it sounds like some important good news. That’s because it is! When you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most

	 

	
exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also save us for an amazing, mind-blowing future. But that’s what we’ve seen since the beginning of this journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	A Revelation concerning Jesus Christ. Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It is the Revelation of the Real Risen Jesus Christ! We have also seen that the Book of Revelation is not here to wow you. It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that, concealing by not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the real Risen Christ! And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus! And produces fake Christians and fake Churches, and prepares people for the coming Antichrist’s One World Religion.

	 

	Narrator: “Pope Francis has died and his death is not simply the end of a historical chapter. While he lived, he boldly proclaimed all religions lead to God. Same sex couples can be blessed. Hell does not exist. He rejected the truth of the Scriptures, leading countless souls into a false gospel of unity without Christ. He was not a servant of God, but a puppet of the spirit of the harlot, an agent of the antichrist system. But his death is not the end. Now spiritual dominion is shifting from the Catholic Church to the Protestant Church. Satan has infiltrated evangelicalism using the largest Churches and most famous pastors to distort the true gospel.

	Remember this name, Rick Warren? Once hailed as a leader of Evangelical Christianity, he openly praised Pope Francis saying, ‘To love Pope Francis is to love Jesus Christ.’ He worked hand in hand with the Vatican, promoting the unification of Christianity and Islam, known as Chrislam. He even declared Mormons to be Christians and stood before Muslim audiences proclaiming, ‘We worship the same God.’ Though it wears the mask of evangelicalism, it has departed from the truth and is

	 

	
preparing the way for the antichrist. Brothers and sisters, we must wake up now, this is not merely an event. It is a grand plan to unite the world under one system by 2030. To spread a counterfeit gospel worldwide by 2033. To establish the global system of the antichrist exactly as the scriptures have prophesied. The final goal of this global movement is not just to unify Christian denominations, they are working to unite Christianity, Islam, and Judaism into one single world religion.

	 

	Already in Abu Dhabi, they have built the Abrahamic Family House, where a Catholic Church, a synagogue and a mosque stand side by side. They declare we all worship the same God. This is a lie from the pit of hell. There is no salvation apart from Jesus Christ. ‘I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me.’ John 14:6. The unification of Christianity, Islam and Judaism is not a movement of peace. It is a preparation for the reign of the antichrist. None of this is coincidence. The Church is entering not an age of revival, but an age of great apostasy, and persecution.”

	 

	Persecution for those who are true Christians. But this is what you get when you don’t preach the Book of Revelation. A One World false religion, preparing religious, unsaved people to receive the antichrist.

	Why? Because they see, preach, or teach the Real Jesus that the Book of Revelation unveils. He is the only way to Heaven; all other paths lead straight into hell. Jesus Christ alone is the King of kings, Lord of lords, Master of all. He alone is worthy of our worship and obedience! But since the Church is not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, you reap what you sow! Fake Churches are full of fake Christians! Apostate people marching towards the antichrist system. And that’s why God tells us just how important this book is. The unveiling of the real Jesus Christ that’s written to the Church, really is important, and it’s a message that came from the very throne of God. It was given to the very Son of God. It was then given to an actual angel of God, and then to a top disciple of God.

	 

	In verse 2, John says it’s the actual Word of God speaking the

	Words of God, and then in verse 3, there’s a three-fold blessing from God.

	 

	
So that you can be useful, not useless, faithful, not faithless, real, not apostate, like these people.

	 

	Narrator: “As to the forms of apostasy there are two main types. One – A falling away from key and true doctrines of the Bible into heretical and false teachings. Two – A complete renunciation of the Christian Faith resulting in full abandonment of Christ. Jude was the half-brother of Jesus and a leader in the early Church. In his New Testament letter, he outlined how to recognize apostasy and strongly urged everyone in the body of Christ to contend earnestly for the faith – not just the leaders. ‘For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.’

	 

	In this one verse, Jude provides three traits of apostasy and apostate teachers. One – Apostasy is subtle. Jude used the word crept to describe its entry into the Church. Apostasy is cunning, crafty and rare to be overt, easily to be detectable. Two – Jude describes the apostates as ungodly, those who use God’s grace as a license to commit unrighteous acts. Three – Apostates deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. ‘To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.’ Through their unrighteous behavior, apostates show their true selves.”

	 

	And this is what the Book of Revelation brings out. Who you really are, your true self, who you really worship, what you really live for. And if it ain’t God and the real Jesus of the Bible, I don’t care how religious you are, you’re probably an apostate! Again, this is the acid test. Who controls your heart? Who do you look like? Who do you resemble? Who do you obey? Who do you worship? Who governs your life? If it ain’t Jesus Christ, the real Jesus Christ as pictured in Revelation, then stop kidding yourself. You’re into religion, but you don’t have a relationship with God. And this is what the Book of Revelation brings out. It’s tough to hear, but God does not mince words, like these doctors.

	 

	
A woman is at the doctor’s office for pain in her left arm. Woman: “Doctor it really hurts when I do this.”

	Doctor: “Then don’t do that. Have a nice day.” (And he gets up and leaves the exam room and goes to meet with another one of his patients)

	 

	Doctor: “Alright, you will need to take one of these pills every day for the rest of your life.”

	 

	Patient: “But there’s only three pills in there.”

	 

	Doctor: “Exactly.” Then he goes to visit another patient, who is very overweight.

	 

	Patient: “There is nothing I can do. The problem is that obesity runs in my family.”

	 

	Doctor: “No, Bobby, the problem is that nobody runs in your family.”

	Okay, that might seem harsh, but it’s what you need to hear, right? This is what the Book of Revelation does. It’s blunt, straight to the point. God doesn’t mess around. He gives us what we need. It’s good medicine. And you find out real fast who you really are, what you really live for, what you really worship. And if it ain’t God, you might be an apostate.

	This is what the Book of Revelation will show you. Or if you’re backslidden, it will get you back on track. It’s the antidote needed to a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church today. And that’s exactly what we saw in verses 1, 4, and 11 that John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,” Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.” Revelation 1:11 “to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	
The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. This unveiling, this other side of Jesus, was given to show not this world, not those nasty people out there. It was given to show His servants, us the Church.

	Because the world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment are coming. The apostate Church needs to know this, the real Jesus and the real danger they are in.

	 

	And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel. Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. He got us in verses 3,4,5 & 6, blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up, to get this bittersweet message out, no matter what. Then John gives us a Spiritual preview of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	When Jesus returns, it won't be fun or a joyful time. They are going to be freaking out. People will be mourning, beating their breasts, out of fear and regret, over what they have done. The Jews will mourn and repent, the Gentiles will mourn and not repent, and they will cut themselves. Then John gives us the identity of the message.

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of Who it is that’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute, and then John gives us the context of the vision!

	 

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	
John encourages us even more to get the bittersweet message out. That, even when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized and lied about and falsely accused of getting this message out, it’s okay. We have each other, the Church. We are companions in suffering, not the cause of suffering. And, when it comes to suffering, what do you expect? It’s not abnormal. We’re preaching that the Kingdom is coming and the Gospel is being shared. It wasn’t popular for Jesus or John. Why are you shocked when it happens today? Do it anyway.

	Welcome to Christianity! Then John gives us the setting of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	The first setting was that the vision occurred when God was in control, literally says a Lordy-Like day. A day literally belonging to the Lord. And on that day, He began to speak to John, this amazing Revelation. The Second setting was that the vision occurred when John was in the Spirit.

	 

	Revelation 1:10b “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit.”

	This is the reason why God took control of John on the Lordy-Like day and did an amazing thing. It was because he was in the Spirit. Then we saw the saying of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	And the 1st thing we see about the saying is that it came with a command. The first command is to write; the second command of the vision is that John was not just to write, but also to send it to the Seven Churches. Because we are to be the Golden Lampstands shining the Real Jesus to people. Not the false Jesus of an ecumenical antichrist, one world religion. Then we saw the second thing about the vision, is the symbol of the vision. The first symbol we see of Jesus Christ is the Seven Golden

	 

	
Lampstands. And there’s no mystery about it. In verse 20, we saw the Seven Golden Lampstands, speaking of us, the Church. He’s walking among His Churches with fiery judgment and commanding presence. Because He’s here right now. He sees it all, including that apostate one world religion Church. This is what many people don’t want to see. This is why we see the order of Judgments in the Book of Revelation. Before Jesus judges the world, he first judges the apostate Church, because He’s right here walking among us, seeing it all. The second symbol of Jesus Christ is someone like the Son of Man.

	 

	Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	Again, this is the Real Jesus, post-Cross. When you pray to Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re praying to. When you talk to Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking to. When you share Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re sharing.

	John sees Jesus as He really is, and now, He shares it with us. He is not concealed under a veil of flesh anymore. This is the way He is all the time, right now. And he is first pictured as the Son of Man.

	We saw it was an expression to the Jews picturing not just the Messiah, but the Messiah in the Throne Room of God. It literally means “the Son Who relates to mankind.” In that, He became a man. This is what the Messiah would do. “The Son of God became the Son of Man so sons of men could become Sons of God.”

	 

	The 3rd symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Dressed in a Robe & Sash. The Robe and Sash are the garments of a King, Prophet, and Priest. So, this reveals to us the threefold ministry of Jesus. He is the King of Kings. He is the Prophet of God Who leads us to the truth. He is the Heavenly High Priest interceding for us. And because of this, we are forever loved, forever accepted, forever forgiven, right now in Jesus Christ!

	 

	
Then we saw the 4th symbol, and we see that Jesus Christ is Someone Standing Among His People. This showed us the location of Jesus, Jesus among the Lampstands, literally - in the middle of the lamp holders. Where is Jesus? Where is this loving, forgiving Messiah? Where is this Heavenly interceding High Priest? Where is this King of kings, Master and Ruler of all? Where is this Prophet of God Who alone knows all things? He is here in and among His Church. Why is this important?

	 

	One - For our obedience. When you realize that God Himself is watching what you watch, listening to what you listen to, hearing what you say, and going where you go, it kind of acts as a deterrent to sin.

	 

	Two - For our encouragement. Since Jesus (God in the flesh) is right here with us, there’s nothing to be afraid of. The Son of Man, the King of Kings, the Prophet of God, the Heavenly High Priest, who is awesome in wonder and mighty in power, the King of kings and Lord of lords, the Master of the Universe, the Creator of all life, is right there with you! And He will not only protect you but also provide for you. He’s all you need.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	Greek: “And His head and [His] hair shining like white wool [or] as snow. And, His eyes, as flaming fire!” This brings us to the 5th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone White as Snow. White – Greek “leukos” from “Luke” meaning “light” means – “brilliant from whiteness, a dazzling white, speaking of the garments of angels and of those exalted to the splendor of the heavenly state.” It’s used 14 times in the Book of Revelation where we see; White stone, White garments, White horse, White robe, White cloud, and White throne. But this time it’s White “Wool.” – Greek “erion” means – “wool” used twice in the New Testament (Once in Hebrews and once here); Snow – Greek “chion” (khee-one) means – “snow.” Also used twice in the New Testament (Once in Matthew and once here).

	 

	
So here we go again. If only there was some way we could find out for sure what this next vision of Jesus means. If only we could somehow find the secret Bible Code that would unlock the mystery of what “Someone White as Wool or Snow” means. Well, fortunately, you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework. Read your Bible.

	White as Wool or Snow speaks of Jesus’ absolute purity and infinite Holiness.

	 

	Matthew 17:1-2 “After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.”

	 

	Hebrews 7:26 “Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.”

	 

	In fact, anything from Heaven is enveloped in God’s Holiness.

	Here’s just one angel from Heaven.

	Matthew 28:2-4 “Suddenly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside the stone, and sat on it. His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as white as snow. The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into a dead faint.”

	 

	One man puts it this way: The phrase “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow is a similar description of the Ancient of Days, God the Father in Daniel 7.

	 

	Daniel 7:9 “As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of His head was white like wool.”

	 

	Even though this passage here in Revelation 1 refers to Jesus the Son of God, since the Son is coequal, coexistent, and coeternal with the Father, it should not be surprising that we see similar descriptions.”

	 

	
In fact, the whiteness of the clothing and hair, in both Daniel 7 and Revelation 1 speak of absolute purity, perfection, and holiness showing us that God is holy pure and completely unstained by sin.

	 

	Also, the description of Jesus’ hair in Revelation 1:14 being the same as Daniel 7 shows us that Jesus has a oneness and shared identity with God Himself.

	 

	In fact, Jesus claimed in His earthly ministry, “Before Abraham was even born, I Am!” (John 8:58, ), pointing to the self-proclaimed name of God in Exodus.

	 

	The same deity of Christ is proclaimed here in Revelation 1:14.”

	 

	“It is evident that in His first coming Jesus’ ultimate glory was veiled in order to make possible a ministry to His disciples on earth.

	 

	But after His ascension into heaven, Christ never appeared again apart from His glory.

	In Acts 7:56+, Stephen saw Christ standing at the right hand of the Father in the midst of the glory of God.

	In the appearance of Christ to Paul recorded in Acts 9:3-6, the glory of Christ was such that Paul was blinded.

	 

	And now a similar experience befell the Apostle John in Revelation 1 where John fell at the feet of Christ as one dead when he beheld the glory of Christ.”

	 

	As Spurgeon puts it: “When we see in the picture His head and His hair white as snow, we understand the antiquity of His reign and Who He really is.”

	 

	And that is, Jesus is God, He is pure, He is Holy, He is perfect, He is without sin. So why is this vision of the Real Jesus, the Holy, pure,

	 

	
perfect, sinless Jesus, so important for us to know? Why is John trying to get this through our heads? Well, remember the previous Symbol? Jesus was dressed in a robe and sash, the garments of a King, Prophet, and High Priest, Who has secured the forgiveness of all our unholy sins, which is a promise from God.

	 

	Isaiah 1:18 “Come now let us reason together says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red, as crimson, they shall be like wool.”

	 

	One day, the One Who is white as snow, Holy and Pure, will make us, who are unholy and impure, white as snow. So, that when we appear before His Throne, we will not hear from Him, Away from me, you evildoer. But come here, my child, my beloved, my friend, enter the joy of your Master.’ Remember the purpose of this Book? We are to unveil the other side of Jesus, the real Jesus, that has been concealed and reveal it to others to whom it’s still being concealed, even by the Apostate Church.

	We are to unveil the Real Jesus to them. The Jesus Who is absolutely pure and infinitely Holy. The Jesus Who is a Faithful High Priest that purifies us from all our sins. Though they are red as crimson, one day they shall be like wool. And we are to unveil this truth, this Real Jesus, not just in Words, but in our deeds.

	1 Peter 1:13-20 “Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world but was revealed in these last times for your sake.”

	 

	
This passage wasn’t written for our titillation. It’s written for our sake, our marching order. That when we live Holy lives, then the people around us see with their eyes the Holiness of God. So, they can then acknowledge their unholiness and ask the Real Jesus to make them white as snow. This is why the enemy tricks us into sinning! Not just to hurt ourselves or hurt God, but to hurt our witness for God. It’s simple. If we live like them instead of Him, then they will never see Him. Don’t you get it? This is what the enemy is up to. He’s tricking us into concealing the Real Holy Jesus by our unholy behavior, so others will go straight to hell!

	 

	And you tell me if the devil doesn’t have a hold on the American Church’s behavior. We might have the right words. But our deeds are straight out of the pit of hell! We care more for ourselves than for those who are still in danger of the fires of hell.

	
		The assets of the Church

		US Churches control trillions in assets at any given time while 200 million brothers and sisters in Christ starve to death.

		Financial fraud in the Church

		Annual Church embezzlements by top custodians exceed the entire cost of all foreign missions worldwide.

		Emboldened by lax procedures, trusted Church treasurers are embezzling from the Church 16 billion dollars per year!

		Wasteful spending by the Church.

		Less than 1% of Christian revenue is spent on Evangelism to the most unreached.

		40% of the Churches’ entire global resources go to just 10 oversaturated countries already possessing strong ministries.

		91% of all outreach and evangelism does not target non-Christians but targets other Christians in Christianized countries.

		Every year the Church holds a mega census costing $1.1 billion dollars.

		Then, all costs of the ministry divided by the number of baptisms per year yield a return-on-investment efficiency number.

		Costs per baptism in India, $9,803.00 per person.

		Cost per baptism in America is $1,550,000.00.



	 

	

		Despite billions of dollars spent by dozens of denominations towards over a hundred major programs to fulfill the Great Commission, 67% of all the people on earth have never even heard of His name.

		We are stuffing with the fattest and starving the hungriest.

		If we care about their souls, why don’t we go get them?



	But apparently, we not only could give a rip about the world dying and going to hell, but we’re living just like them as if there is no hell.

	 

	
		49% of Christians don’t have a problem with the distribution of pornography

		29% of Christians think speaking profanity is okay

		24% of Christians think getting drunk is okay

		45% of Christians think gambling is okay

		23% of Christians “Bought a lottery ticket, in the past week”

		33% of Christians say it’s impossible to get ahead because of financial debt

		50% of Christians say there is no absolute truth.

		36% of Christians say they’re still trying to figure out the purpose of life

		42% of Christians believe that it is more important to achieve success or win acceptance from other people than to please God.

		49% of Christians think there’s no problem with people living together before marriage

		35% of Christians think there’s no problem with having sex before marriage

		33% of Christians think abortion and homosexuality is okay

		So, the question is, “Why would Christians behave like that?”

		Well, it’s obvious…Because 29% say that when Jesus lived on earth, He



	committed sins like everybody else.

	The apostate Church has refashioned Jesus into something He’s not. They have turned Him into a Great Cosmic Buddy who is just like one of us, if full of sin, unholy, and impure. When the Bible says, “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, He is absolutely pure, infinitely Holy, unstained from sin, and He came as our Faithful

	 

	
High Priest to purify us from sin, not condone sin! This is the Real Jesus. This is what has been concealed. And this is what the Book of Revelation is trying to unveil to the apostate Church in the last days.

	 

	The devil tricks us into sinning because if he can get us to live like them instead of Him, then they will never see Him. He tricks us into concealing the Real Holy Jesus by our unholy behavior, so others will go straight to hell. Therefore, it’s high time we get back to the real Jesus, Who turns all our sins from red as crimson into white like wool, and show people this wonderful truth, not just in our words but by our deeds. Do we not realize that the judgment of God is coming upon this earth? Do we not realize that much of the earth will be annihilated by the wrath of God because of sin? Anyone and everyone who doesn’t have the Real Jesus!

	Therefore, to help us see the imminency of God’s coming judgment on sin, let’s look at a piece of that judgment. But as you watch it, I challenge you to see these people not just as actors, but as people you know right now who could very well be living it very soon!

	 

	Newscaster: “The UN is currently holding an emergency session. However, the US, the UK and Germany have left the talk in order to finalize emergency plans which according to the Pentagon sources is currently launching nuclear weapons. We believe that the UK and the German Governments are supporting a call by the US for the immediate launch of a nuclear missile. They aim to detonate a nuclear warhead to hit just off the surface of the approaching meteor in hopes that the explosion near the meteor will change its trajectory away from the earth.”

	 

	Pilot: “Ladies and gentlemen, this is the captain speaking, I’m sorry to tell you but departure is being delayed. As soon as we have some more information, we will leave the entertainment off the air for the time being.”

	 

	Newscaster: “Any time now we should see the nuclear missile detonate and disintegrate the meteor.”

	 

	
Space Station: “Okay we have a signal. Counting down from 10. We have a visual, 5-4-3-2-1. Impact, we have an impact.”

	 

	Newscaster: “Okay, well it looks like we lost that signal. We will work at getting that back. But it appears that the missile was unsuccessful. We will confirm that as soon as we can. Now as you can see there is no one on the streets of Berlin. The whole city is completely deserted. Even though there are trains going out of Berlin, many are gathering in underground stations. The advice seems to be, if you can’t get out of town, then get as deep underground as possible.”

	 

	Another newscaster was on the street trying to report, but he looked up and ran for his life. And then the TV reception is gone. At this point no one knows what is going on. The ones underground can now hear the loud alarm going off. Germany now prepares for impact.

	 

	Newscaster: “Just to remind you, you are watching a live broadcast from Berlin. Any time now you should see the first sign of the meteor entering the atmosphere.”

	As the cameras are still showing the deserted city of Berlin, pieces of the meteor are falling out of the sky like missiles. When they hit the ground, they destroy what they have hit, which starts fires. A little boy is on the train trying to leave town. He is watching the destruction happening so close to the train. It scares him so badly that he closes the window shade. After all the small pieces of the meteor crashed into the city a huge meteor about the size of the city came crashing down, completely destroying what was remaining of the city, the train and all the people who thought they were safe underground.

	 

	That is really going to happen; that is just a piece of what is to come because of sin. That little boy on the train reminds me of the little kids who moved in across the street from me. Also, my family members, who aren’t saved. This is what’s going to happen to them. This is the other side of Jesus that the apostate Church doesn’t want to deal with. And no wonder, the Apostle Peter also told us this.

	 

	
2 Peter 3:10-15 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise, we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation.”

	 

	When we live Holy and Godly lives, people in need of Salvation see their unholiness, and hopefully they will then cry out to He who is Holy. “Whose head and hair are white as snow.” And ask Him to make their sins, though they are like scarlet, as white as snow. Do you get it? Yes, praise God, Jesus is our wonderful Heavenly Messiah who came to cleanse us from our sins. But wake up! He’s coming back to bring judgment upon sin, and we have the privilege of living like Him, so others can see Him and be saved like us.

	 

	The message is clear. Those who refuse His cleansing will instead receive His judgment, and if you’ve received His cleansing, then don’t sit around on your blessed assurance and do nothing! Don’t stand on His promises and then sit around the premises! Get out there and warn people of the Judgment to Come! Not just by your words but by your deeds. But just in case that’s not enough motivation for you, you need to realize that the Real Jesus, not only hears your words, but He sees your evil deeds.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	 

	The 6th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone with Searing Eyes. Eyes like flaming fire. Now, is this Jesus with a severe case of red eye? So here we go again. If only there was some way we could find out what this vision of Jesus means. If only we could find some secret hidden

	 

	
prayer in the Bible, that we repeat over and over again, to unlock the meaning of the Eyes like Flaming Fire? Well, fortunately, you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework. Read your Bible. The eyes of fire are the judging eyes of God. Let’s go back to Daniel 7 and see another attribute of God.

	 

	Daniel 7:9-10 “As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took His seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of His head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.”

	 

	Sounds like judging words again! First of all, notice again, this is clearly speaking of God. And since it’s the same description here in Revelation talking about Jesus. Then we’re dealing with yet another deity passage of Jesus. But what we also see here is the heavenly throne room of God. And when you’re dealing with the Throne of God. You’re dealing with the Judgment of God. In fact, the word “throne” is used 39 times just in the Book of Revelation

	 

	Revelation 4:5 “From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing.”

	Revelation 4:7 “In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back.”

	 

	Revelation 5:6 “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes.”

	 

	Revelation 6:16 “They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!”

	 

	
Revelation 16:17 “The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is done!”

	 

	Revelation 19:5 “Then a voice came from the throne, saying: Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great.”

	 

	Revelation 20:4 “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge.”

	 

	Revelation 20:11-12 “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.”

	 

	And that’s what we have going on here in Revelation 1 & Daniel 7, parallel passages. The word Throne clearly speaks of God’s judgment.

	How about you? But not only does the word Throne speak of God’s judgment, so does fire!

	Revelation 8:5 “Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake.”

	 

	Revelation 8:7 “The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.”

	 

	Revelation 9:17 “The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur.”

	 

	
Revelation 9:18 “A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of

	fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths.”

	 

	Revelation 11:5 “If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die.”

	 

	Revelation 14:18 “Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.”

	 

	Revelation 16:8 ‘The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to scorch people with fire.”

	 

	Revelation 18:8 “Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.”

	 

	Revelation 20:9 “They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them.”

	Revelation 20:14-15 “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

	 

	So, just like Throne, I’d say the word fire in the Book of Revelation clearly speaks of God’s judgment also, how about you? In fact, fire is a specific weapon of judgment that God has used on His enemies, not only here, but in the past as well.

	 

	Leviticus 10:1-2 “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their censers, put fire in them and added incense; and they offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, contrary to his command. So, fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.”

	 

	
Numbers 11:1 “Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and when he heard them, his anger was aroused. Then fire from the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.”

	 

	Numbers 16:35 “(Korah’s Rebellion) And fire came out from the Lord and consumed the 250 men who were offering the incense.”

	 

	Psalm 106:14-18 “In the desert they gave in to their craving; in the wasteland they put God to the test. So, He gave them what they asked for but sent a wasting disease upon them. In the camp they grew envious of Moses and of Aaron, who was consecrated to the Lord. The earth opened up, and swallowed Dathan; it buried the company of Abiram. Fire blazed among their followers; a flame consumed the wicked.”

	 

	And this is what we got going on here in Revelation 1:14.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	This shows us that God is no respecter of persons. He is fair and just, and the choice is clear to anyone. If you don’t want to play by God’s rules, then you’ll get burned by God’s rules. You’ll receive the fire of His judgment, no matter who you are. But notice something else about this vision of the Real Jesus. The Jesus that has been concealed. What else is going on here? Why is John telling us this? Because we need to know that Jesus is not just the Savior of all, but also the judge. And He will judge this world and judge His Church. All of this speaks of God’s judgment on sin. His eyes were blazing like fire. Eyes like a flame of fire speak of God’s penetrating gaze, His divine scrutiny, His infinite knowledge. He knows what you’ve been up to, whether good or bad. He knows if you’ve been naughty or nice. Forget satan clause, His name is Jesus Christ! And when He comes, He won’t be riding a sleigh bearing gifts. He will be riding a white horse bringing judgment. Because He sees it all, and what He sees deserves judgment! Not just the world, but in the Church!

	 

	
Revelation 2:18-19 (Thyatira) “These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. I know your deeds…”

	 

	Hebrews 4:13 “There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”

	 

	One guy puts it this way: “Eyes like a flame of fire speak of perfect knowledge, infallible insight, and inescapable scrutiny. It speaks of the penetrating, perfect discernment of Jesus Christ.

	 

	Proverbs 15:3 ”The eyes of the Lord are in every place, watching the evil and the good.”

	 

	2 Chronicles 16:9 ”For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro, throughout

	the earth…”

	 

	John first saw His eyes filled with tears when He wept at the grave of Lazarus (John 11:35), but now these are the eyes of the Judge before whom all things are laid bare. And not just the world…but in the Church. He knows the total life of the Church. He knows all about you. He knows all about me. He sat over the treasury and watched how the people gave. On Sunday, He watched you not give an offering. You didn’t think anybody knew what you gave, did you? He also saw when you refused to help in the Church. He watched as you ignored serving in the Church.

	He witnessed you refusing to witness to someone in danger of the fires of hell. If you could only see the eyes of your Savior today, you would change! My friend is looking at us. “

	 

	So why is John showing us this vision of the Real Jesus? The Jesus Who will not only judge the world but also His Church? Why is this a good thing to know? That Jesus Christ is looking at us right now. Well, again, it does two things. One – it will stir on obedience. Two – it will steer away laziness. Like this girl.

	 

	Mom and dad are leaving the kids with the babysitter.

	 

	
Dad: “See ya later kids. We’ll be right back.” And they walk out the door.

	 

	Babysitter: “Alright kid, I am over worked and under paid so you’re going to be helping me out tonight.”

	 

	While the baby is crying in the crib, the babysitter is lying on the couch talking on her cell phone.

	 

	Babysitter: “Are you serious, hold on. A little help here. (She calls out to the other little kid. She finally gets off the phone and has started her exercises with the instructor on the TV. She turns to see the other 2-year-old child walking down the hall.) Aren’t you supposed to be in bed?”

	 

	2-Year-old in baby language: “More milk please.”

	 

	Babysitter: “No!” (And she points to the baby to go back to bed. He gives her a very dirty look. Then she goes back to the couch and starts talking on her phone again. Unknown to her the 2-year-old is in the kitchen, has climbed up on a chair and is leaning over the back of the chair about to fall over backwards. Suddenly, she hears a car pull up. She runs to the window and finds that the parents are already home.) “Maggie, I’ve got to go!” (She runs into the kitchen to rescue the kid on the chair. The parents are running to get inside but they just weren’t fast enough. When they walk through the front door the babysitter has managed to get the baby out of the crib and is holding the little 2-year-olds hand waiting to greet them at the front door.)

	 

	Dad: “Awwww, look at em honey. I can’t believe we have had our first babysitting experience. Oh well, I guess the video camera will have to do. (And he reaches inside a jacket hanging on coat hanger and pulls out the camera. Oh, boy, she’s been caught.)

	 

	Oh no, there’s that noise again! How many of us are acting like that rotten babysitter, spiritually? Instead of praying for souls, we’re pleasing ourselves. Instead of reading the Word of God, we’re reading the word of man. Instead of storing up Treasure in Heaven, we’re storing

	 

	
up trash on earth. Instead of loving God, we’re loving money. Instead of growing in Christ, we’re gorging our flesh. And God is watching it! All of it! Every second of every day. Do we not realize who Jesus is, the Real Jesus is? No wonder John wrote this for us today.

	 

	“His eyes are blazing like fire.” Which means He sees it all. Not just in the world, but in the Church. And what He sees deserves what? Not a pat on the back, but a kick in the pants! Wake up! This is not a time to goof off and be like that horrible babysitter, as if God’s not watching! It’s time to get busy sharing the Gospel in both word and deed! Stop being like the apostate Church who has refashioned Jesus into something He’s not. A Cosmic Butler in the sky who only exists to serve us, who winks at our sin, and never judges a thing. Are you kidding me? His hair is white as wool, white as snow, His eyes are blazing like fire, and He’s fixing to judge not just the world but the apostate Church! Why? Because we’re acting like unfaithful brides. We’re acting like that horrible babysitter. We’re not watching, we’re too busy playing. We’re goofing off as if God doesn’t see. The whole time, it is we who need to see or watch for His return.

	 

	Matthew 24:42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”

	Matthew 25:13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”

	 

	James 5:8 “You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.”

	 

	1 Thessalonians 5:6 “So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled.”

	 

	1 Timothy 6:14 “To keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

	 

	
Revelation 3:3 “Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.”

	 

	Surprise! Judgment Day! This is what this book seeks to reveal to the Church in the last days. Jesus is coming back to judge the world and the apostate Church. So, we don’t get tricked into concealing the Real Jesus from people and let them go straight to hell! It is high time we get back to the Real Jesus.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	 

	Do we not realize the days we live in? Do we not realize that the judgment of God is coming upon this earth? Do we not realize that much of the earth will be annihilated by the wrath of God because of sin? Which includes your family, which includes your children, which includes your friends, which includes your co-workers, which includes your neighbors, and anyone and everyone who doesn’t have the Real Jesus! Therefore, to help us be those faithful watchers, I’m going to share yet another video clip depicting just a small part of what the Judgment of God could look like. But as you watch it, I challenge you to look at these people not just as actors. But people you know right now, who could very well be living it very soon!

	 

	A family is looking out their window at an airliner crash to the ground. Fiery pieces of the plane are falling all around the neighborhood. A girl and her little brother are walking through the park, but it is so close to where the plane crashed that the trees are falling around them. They are having to duck down so they don’t get hit by the branches. They thought they were free of danger but then they heard a loud noise coming from the trees. When they stopped to look to see what was making the noise, a huge wave of water was coming right towards them. She manages to put her little brother up in a tree above the water, but she struggles to get up there as well. And her feet are already in the water. He grabs her hand and between the two of them she pulls herself up to safety.

	 

	
Meanwhile back in the city, a huge tidal way is coming towards the shore. People are running to get inside a building thinking that they will be safe but the wave that is coming is taller than the tallest building. A girl turns to see what is happening with all the people running around. She now knows what is about to hit and she freezes. The wave hits the building and washes her away. The crowd of people, trying to get to safety, think if they climb the stairs to the top, they will be safe. But the water is coming faster than they can get up the stairs. The water washes them back down to the bottom floor. No one is safe and no one lives. At the top of another building on the other side of the city, a man is watching as the water is coming his way and then rushes by him. “Every coastal city, every island is gone.”

	 

	Revelation 9, when the meteor hits the earth, it will cause a tsunami so big that it will destroy 1/3rd of the ships on the coastline. Stop kidding yourself! This is just a piece of what is to come! This is the other side of Jesus that the Church doesn’t want to deal with! Most of the American Church is sitting around goofing off when the judgment of God is headed our way. The Bible is clear. Yes, praise God Jesus is our wonderful Heavenly Messiah who came to cleanse us from our sins, but people, wake up! Jesus Christ has hair white as wool and eyes like blazing fire. Yes, He is coming back. But this time, it’s not to save from sin in the world, but to judge for sin, in the world and the apostate Church. This is Jesus. The Jesus people don’t want to deal with. This is what the apostate Church has concealed. The Jesus who says, “If you don’t want my offer of salvation, fine! Then you will receive eternal damnation!”

	 

	The question is not just what you will be doing when Jesus comes back! The question is, what are you doing right now because He sees it all. Have we forgotten that? Are we worshiping the wrong Jesus? And if you really understood what John is trying to tell us about the Real Jesus, it would motivate you to stop pleasing yourself and start praying for souls.

	Stop reading the word of man and start reading the Word of God. Stop storing up trash on earth and start storing up Treasure in Heaven. Stop loving money and start loving God. And you’ll stop gorging your flesh and start growing in Christ. Now is the time, this is the place. This is the

	 

	
generation. And this is our one shot to make a difference. This is not a dress rehearsal. There is no second chance. And there is no coming back.

	 

	This is it, so be watchful, and make the most of it. Because Jesus is watching you! But just in case that’s still not enough motivation for you. Then you need to realize that the Real Jesus, the Jesus that has been concealed, not only hears your words. He not only sees your deeds. But He commands your obedience.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Thirteen

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:15-16

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As we continue our study of the Book of Revelation, let’s look at what John has to tell us about our future in the New World of Jesus Christ.

	 

	Revelation 1:9-16 “I, John, your brother and companion in that suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.’ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars; and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

	 

	Wow, it sounds like some important news here. That’s because it is. And when you actually read the Book of Revelation, and interpret it

	 

	
correctly, it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also save us for an amazing, mind-blowing future. And that is what we saw as we began our journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	A Revelation concerning Jesus Christ, right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. It is a revelation. But the question is – a revelation of what? What is being uncovered? What hidden thing is being revealed? The Real Risen Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that – concealing. The Book of Revelation also exposes the false idol of Jesus. Not the King of kings, not the Lord of lords, not the Master of the Universe who reigns over all creation. And this lack of teaching of this book is what also feeds this misconception about Jesus and produces fake Christians and fake Churches and apostate services like these.

	 

	Manila Times Reports: “Quack! Spaniards worship rubber ducks in unusual Churches. Curious Madrid residents attend an unusual mass at the rubber duck Church on Sunday, November 24, where even a bride and groom exchanged rubber duck rings to celebrate their love.”

	 

	The next scene is a clown getting a pitcher and bringing it back to the podium to have communion. He takes a glass that is already sitting there and proceeds to pour something out of the pitcher into the glass, but the pitcher is empty. He looks inside it and then turns it upside down. It’s empty.

	 

	The next scene is of a person dressed in a wild outfit and dancing in front of the congregation. As you watch this person performing the chicken dance, the camera moves to the congregation, they are all dancing and clapping their hands right along with the clown.

	 

	
In another scene …

	 

	Narrator: “Pole fitness stands out. Pole fitness for Jesus. There’s no preaching, just teaching pole dancing to Christian music. Showing women slithering around poles, the instructor and students say it’s not about sex.”

	 

	Student: “This is my second class.”

	 

	Narrator: “For them, this is about getting closer to God.”

	 

	No, this is about becoming an apostate before God. This is what you get when you don’t preach the Book of Revelation – fake Churches, fake Christians, and fake apostate services that have nothing to do with God. Why? Because they never see the Real Jesus that the Book of Revelation unveils. The King of kings, Lord of lords, Master of all Who alone is worthy of our worship and obedience. Not some clown or duck or chicken or pole dancer. But since the Church is not teaching the Bible, let alone the Book of Revelation, you reap what you sow.

	 

	Fake Churches are full of fake Christians, with fake services – custom-tailored for religious people who aren’t even saved. And that is why God tells us just how important this book, this unveiling of the Real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. And it’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, then it was given to an actual Angel of God, and given to a top disciple of God. In verse 2, John says, it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God, then verse 3 says there’s a three-fold blessing from God.

	 

	Would you please get into this book so that you can be useful, not useless; fruitful, not fruitless; real, not fake; and a positive witness, not a rotten one like this Church.

	 

	A man went to Church service, but he forgot to switch off his phone and so it rang during prayer.

	 

	
The Deacon making announcements scolded him.

	The worshippers admonished him for interrupting the silence.

	His wife kept on lecturing him on his carelessness all the way home.

	 

	One could see shame, embarrassment and humiliation on his face. And after all this, he never stepped foot in the Church again.

	 

	But that evening, he went to a bar. He was still nervous and trembling from the Church incident, so he spilled his drink on the table by accident.

	 

	The waiter apologized and gave him a napkin to clean himself. The janitor mopped the floor. The female manager offered him a complimentary drink.

	 

	She also gave him a hug and said, “Don’t worry man. Who doesn’t make mistakes?”.

	 

	The man has not stopped going to that bar ever since.

	Lesson: Sometimes our attitude as believers drives souls to Hell. You can make a difference by how you treat people, especially when they make mistakes.

	That hypocritical, judgmental, rotten witness is the fruit of not getting the Real Jesus from the Book of Revelation. Fake Christians, fake Churches, religious people who are useless, not useful, fruitless, not fruitful, fake, not real, and a rotten witness, not a good one. This is what the Book of Revelation brings out. Who you really are, who you really worship, what you really live for. I don’t care how religious you are; if you act like that, you’re probably an apostate. You’re into religion, but you don’t have a relationship with God. And this is what the Book of Revelation brings out. It’s the antidote needed to a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church today full of fakers. And that’s exactly what we saw in verses 1,4, and 11, where John reminds us to whom this book is written.

	 

	
Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,” Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.” Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. The unveiling, the Book of Revelation, this other side of Jesus, was given to show not this world, not those nasty people out there. It was given to show His servants, us, the Church, because the world needs to know this, the real God and the real judgment coming. The apostate Church needs to know this, the Real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel. Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. In verses 3,4,5 & 6, He got us blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up. To get the bittersweet message out, no matter what. Then John gives a spiritual review of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	When Jesus returns, it won't be a fun or joyful time. People aren’t going to be dancing, laughing, yucking it up. They are going to be freaking out! People will be mourning, beating their breasts out of fear and regret, over what they have done. The Jews will mourn and repent. The Gentiles will mourn and not repent – cut themselves! Then John gives us the identity of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of Who’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. Then John gives us the context of the vision.

	 

	
Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	John encourages us even more to get the bittersweet message out. Even when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized and lied about and falsely accused of getting the bittersweet message out, it’s okay. We have each other, the Church. We are companions in suffering, not the cause of suffering. And when it comes to suffering, what do you expect? It’s not abnormal. We’re preaching that the Kingdom is coming and the Gospel is being shared. It wasn’t popular for Jesus or John. Why are you shocked when it happens today? Welcome to Christianity. Then John gives us the setting of the vision!

	 

	Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	The 1st setting was the vision that occurred when God was in control. Literally a Lordy-Like day. A day belonging to the Lord. The 2nd setting was that the vision occurred when John was in the Spirit.

	Revelation 1:10b “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit.”

	This is the reason why God took control of John on the Lordy-Like day and did an amazing thing. It was because he was “in the Spirit.” Which does not mean you have an experience where you get goosebumps on top of your goosebumps and you start flopping around, speaking, and doing weird things. Then we saw the saying of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	It came with two commands – John was not just to write; he is now told to send it to the seven Churches. He has to do something with it. Not sit on it, bury it, give it to a committee. For God so loved the world, He

	 

	
did not send it to a committee. He sent it to the seven Churches because we are to be the Golden Lampstands shining the Real Jesus to people. Not the false Jesus of an ecumenical, antichrist, one world religion. And then we saw the symbol of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:12 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.”

	 

	The first symbol we see of Jesus Christ is the Seven Golden Lampstands, and there’s no mystery about it. In verse 20, we saw the Seven Golden Lampstands speaking of us, the Church. This shows us that Jesus is walking among His Churches with fiery judgment and commanding presence. Why? Because He’s here right now. He sees it all. Including that apostate one world religion Church. And this is what many people don’t want to see. This is why we see the order of judgments in the Book of Revelation. Before Jesus judges the world, He first judges the apostate Church. Why? Because He’s right here walking among us, seeing it all. And then we saw the second symbol of Jesus Christ, Who is someone like the Son of Man.

	 

	Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	We saw it was an expression to the Jews picturing not just the Messiah, but the Messiah in the Throne Room of God. It literally means “the Son Who relates to mankind.” In that, He became a man. This is what the Messiah would do. The Son of God became the Son of Man so sons of men could become Sons of God. The third symbol we see of Jesus Christ is someone dressed in a robe and a sash. The robe and sash are the garments of a King, Prophet, and Priest. So, this reveals to us a wonderful picture of the ministry of Jesus. He is the King of Kings, He is the Prophet of God, and He is the Heavenly interceding Priest for His people. And because of this, we are forever loved, forever accepted, forever forgiven, right now in Jesus Christ. Then we saw Jesus Christ as someone standing among His people. This showed us where Jesus was. Among the

	 

	
lampstands, literally in the middle of the lamp holders. He is in and among His Church. And why is this important?

	 

	One – for our obedience. Two – for our encouragement. Since Jesus (God in the flesh) is right here with us, there’s nothing to be afraid of. He’s right there with you, and He will not only protect you, but He will also provide for you. Then the 5th symbol we saw was that Jesus Christ is someone white as snow.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	 

	White as Wool or Snow speaks of Jesus’ absolute purity, His infinite Holiness. He is God, He is Holy, He is Pure, He is Perfect, He is without sin. Therefore, as our Heavenly Messiah, He has secured the forgiveness of all our unholy sins. So that when we appear before His Throne, we will not hear from Him, “Away from me, you evildoer. But come here, my child, my beloved, my friend, enter the joy of your Master. But not only that. Remember the purpose of this Book. We are to unveil this other side of Jesus, the Real Jesus that has been concealed, and reveal it to others to whom it’s still being concealed, even by the apostate Church. We are to unveil the Real Jesus to them. The Jesus Who is absolutely pure, infinitely Holy, Who is a Faithful High Priest that purifies us from all our sins. Though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool, and we are to unveil this not just with words but in our deeds. “Be Holy, because I am Holy.”

	 

	When we live Holy lives, then people see with their own eyes the Holiness of God. So, they can then acknowledge their unholiness and ask the Real Jesus to make them white as snow. This is why the enemy tricks us into sinning. Not just to hurt ourselves, or hurt God, but to hurt our witness for God. It’s simple. If we live like them instead of Him, then they will never see Him. Don’t you get it? This is what the enemy’s up to. He’s tricking us into concealing the Real Holy Jesus by our unholy behavior, so others will go straight to hell. We also saw the 6th symbol of Jesus Christ as someone with searing eyes.

	 

	
Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	 

	We saw the eyes of fire are the judging eyes of God coming from the Throne Room of God. Also, the word "fire" in the Book of Revelation clearly speaks of God’s judgment. So, it’s a double whammy, showing us that God is no respecter of persons. He is fair and just. The choice is clear for anyone. If you don’t want to play by God’s rules, then you’ll get burned by God’s rules. You’ll receive the fire of His judgment. No matter who you are! But not only that, Jesus is not just the Savior of all, but the judge over all. He will judge this world and judge His Church, with what? Eyes like a “flame of fire.” Which speaks of His penetrating gaze, His divine scrutiny, His infinite knowledge. He knows what you’ve been up to, whether good or bad. He knows if you’ve been naughty or nice. Forget the “satan” clause, this is Jesus Christ! And when He comes back, He won’t be riding a sleigh bearing gifts. He will be riding a white horse bringing judgment!

	 

	Why? Because He sees it all, and what He sees deserves judgment.

	Not just the world, but He starts with the Church first! That’s what the next two chapters are all about. Just in case that’s still not enough motivation for you, then you need to realize that the Real Jesus, the Jesus that has been concealed, not only hears our words, but He not only sees our deeds, but He commands our obedience.

	 

	Revelation 1:15 “His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.”

	 

	Greek: “And His feet as fired fine metal are [brass], as have been fired in a kiln! Even His voice [was just] like a sound of many waters [rushing].” The 7th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone with Sizzling Feet.

	Again, this is the Real Jesus post the Cross. When you pray to Jesus, this is the Jesus you are praying to; when you talk to Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re talking to; when you share Jesus, this is the Jesus you’re sharing. He is depicted with feet like Bronze. So, is Jesus having a severe case of

	 

	
corns? Maybe His feet are totally shot from pacing the floors up in heaven while we keep him up late at night with all our whining and complaining?

	 

	So here we go again. If only there was some way we could find out what this vision of Jesus means. If only we could get a word from God from the next prize we find in a Box of Cracker Jacks, then we could unlock the meaning of 'Feet like bronze'? Well, fortunately…you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework! Read your Bible.

	The feet of bronze are once again speaking of God’s judgment.

	 

	Daniel 10:2-9 “At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over. On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris, I looked up and there before me was a Man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around His waist. His body was like chrysolite, His face like lightning, His eyes like flaming torches, His arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and His voice like the sound of a multitude. I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves. So, I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless. Then I heard Him speaking, and as I listened to Him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.”

	 

	This vision from Daniel is just like the vision of John. John received a message of God’s judgment of the last days. Daniel received a message of God’s judgment of the last days. Daniel saw Jesus. John saw Jesus. Both saw His flaming eyes of judgment, and now both see His feet of burnished bronze. So, how many would go out on a limb and say the bronze thing also probably has to do with judgment? And just in case you still don’t get the connection, the Scripture talks about a brass or brazen altar and laver outside the tabernacle that symbolized God’s judgment.

	 

	Exodus 27:2 “Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece and overlay the altar with bronze.”

	 

	
The altar symbolized the need for a sacrifice to spare sinners from God’s judgment.

	 

	Exodus 30:18 “Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the Tent of Meeting and the altar and put water in it.”

	 

	The laver symbolized the need for cleansing from sin to be spared from God’s judgment. And Jesus fulfilled that need.

	 

	Hebrews 8:5 “They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: ‘See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown on the mountain.’”

	 

	Colossians 2:17 “These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”

	 

	So, as you can see, just like the eyes of fire are speaking of God’s judgment, so are the feet of bronze. And speaking of which – Why the feet? Why not an elbow? Or teeth of bronze. Or the left leg of bronze?

	Well, once again, if you do your homework, the feet also spoke of the judgment, specifically of a King.

	“That Christ’s feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, continues the obvious sequence by making a clear reference to judgment on sinners in the Church.

	 

	Kings in ancient times sat on elevated thrones, so those being judged would always be beneath the king’s feet. The feet of a king thus came to symbolize his authority.

	 

	The red-hot, glowing feet of the Lord Jesus Christ pictures Him moving through His Church to exercise His chastening authority, ready to deal out remedial pain, if need be, to sinning Christians.

	 

	
Hebrews 12:5-10 speaks to this matter: “You have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives. It is for discipline.”

	 

	And that brings us to the next logical question. Why is John showing us yet another vision, Jesus being not only the judge of the world, but of the Church? Well, because once again, knowing this will do two things. One – It will steer away laziness. Once we realize that Jesus, our judge, is watching us, we will be watchful and stop goofing off. And that’s precisely what the Bible says we should be doing. Not just the return of Christ, but our everyday living in Christ.

	 

	Colossians 4:2 “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”

	 

	1 Timothy 4:16 “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.”

	Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”

	 

	2 John 1:8 “Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.”

	 

	We all know that when you don’t watch out where you’re going,

	bad things can happen, as it did with these folks.

	 

	Narrator: “This scary video shows a woman walking down the street when a sinkhole opens up and swallows her. Reports say it happened in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, where people rushed to find her. The woman is reportedly a tourist from India and is still missing after several days.”

	 

	
ABC New Reports: “A report out of Florida tonight is a reminder to millions of Americans there is a strange vulnerability in the ground. Sinkholes. A man was in his bedroom when the earth opened up beneath the house and he fell in. ABC’s Matt Gettman shows us the science of what happened in Florida and how to know what’s under your house.”

	 

	Matt Gettman: “Horror struck the little house on Gateway Drive just before midnight. The 911 call can tell the terror that went on inside that house.”

	 

	911 Caller: “The house just fell through. The bedroom floor just collapsed, and my brother-in-law’s in there. He’s underneath the house.”

	 

	Matt Gettman: “The sinkhole some 30 feet across and 100 feet deep, opened up directly beneath Jed Bushes’ bedroom. His brother Jeremy tried desperately to save him.”

	 

	Jeremy: “I jumped in the hole, and I tried to dig him out, but I couldn’t find him. I just started digging and digging but they pulled me out of the hole because the floor was still falling in.”

	Matt Gettman: “Jeremy was rescued by police, but his brother is believed dead. The house is condemned. The Bush family said they had no idea that their house was on top of a geological time bomb.”

	 

	Now, here’s the point. This is why the Bible tells us to watch. Not just physically but spiritually! We not only fall into a Spiritual sinkhole when we don’t watch, but others fall into the ticking time bomb sinkhole called hell when we aren’t faithful to warn them to watch out as well. The question is not just “How much will I suffer because I’m not watchful?” The question is “How much will others suffer because I’m not being watchful” (i.e., goofing off). Two – Knowing that Jesus is our judge with the feet of bronze will stir on obedience.

	 

	“His feet, like unto fine brass or burnished brass, are symbolic of judgment.

	 

	
That brass or brazen altar outside the tabernacle represents Christ’s work down here on earth when He died on the cross.

	 

	It was there that He bore your judgment and my judgment for sin. And now He is judging those of us who are His own.

	This is something the Apostate Church refuses to hear. Why?

	 

	Because the human heart resents criticism. The human nature rebels against judgment being passed upon it.

	 

	Man likes to be handed a little list of rules and regulations which he can keep. That is the reason so many study courses are popular with Churchgoers.

	 

	They want to be legalistic. Give them a few little rules they can go by, and they are very happy.

	The result, however, is a group of grace-denying fakers or Band-Aid believers. They are trusting in works, not grace and are doomed to hell

	Or if they are saved, they put on a little Band-Aid here and there and think that is all that is necessary to heal a broken leg.

	 

	Why?

	 

	Because the human nature that man has will purr like a pussycat when flattered, but it will bristle like a porcupine when failure to do a job is noted.

	 

	That is the reason why the present position of Jesus Christ as judge and His contemporary work of inspection is largely ignored by the Church.

	 

	Yet, even with all their ignoring it does not change the fact that…

	He occupies the position of Judge of the Church

	 

	
He does not flatter

	He does not ignore what He sees

	He does not shut His eyes to sin and wrongdoing.

	 

	Which is why His constant charge and command to His own is to not only

	“Watch” but “Repent!”

	 

	In fact, we see this in the Book of Revelation. He says to His Church, “Repent or Change or I will come to you, and I will remove your lampstand” (Rev. 2:5).

	 

	The Church has winced and squirmed under this indictment down through the ages and it still does.

	 

	This is the result of the natural resentment that is in the hearts of lukewarm believers.

	 

	And thus, the “Laodicean” Church pays scant attention to what Christ has to say.

	As one person said, “There is a Man in glory, but the Church has lost sight of Him.”

	Yet even in their denial the Lord Jesus still appears in the midst of His Church as One having the authority to judge.

	 

	He sees all and what He sees displeases Him. So, He exercises His authority as King and Lord and Judge and moves in to set things right.”

	 

	This is the Real Jesus. This is the Jesus people don’t want to deal with. This is the Jesus that the American Apostate Church has concealed. And this is what John is reminding us of. Wake up, Jesus has feet like bronze. Therefore, Jesus Christ is not just our Savior; Jesus Christ is our Judge.

	 

	
The 8th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Sounding Like Raging Water. “His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.” Now here we go again. If only there was some way we could find out what this vision of Jesus means. If only we could respond to one of those email chain letters and forward it to seven of our friends, would we get an email back explaining the meaning of the Voice like rushing waters? Well, fortunately, you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework. Read your Bible. The voice, like rushing water, is the commanding voice of God. Which is yet another passage speaking of Christ’s deity.

	 

	Ezekiel 43:1-3 “Then the man brought me to the gate facing east, And I saw the glory of the God of Israel coming from the east. His voice was like the roar of rushing waters, and the land was radiant with his glory. The vision I saw was like the vision I had seen when He came to destroy the city (hmmm…sounds like judgement again) and like the visions I had seen by the Chebar River, and I fell facedown.”

	 

	So, it appears to me that we’re talking about a powerful, awesome, commanding voice, with another hint of judgment going on here. But if you still don’t get it Biblically, think about it practically. Have you ever stood next to a waterfall?

	[image: Image]This video shows a very beautiful, huge waterfall. There are people walking along the walkway, but no one can understand a word anyone is saying. Above the waterfall is a huge rainbow.

	 

	That is Jesus’ voice!

	The closer you get, the more deafening it gets! You can’t hear anything but the roar of the falls. Therefore, I’d say what John’s trying to tell us is that when Jesus Christ

	 

	
speaks, it commands your attention. His voice is not only powerful, but also awesome. It’s absolutely overwhelming. It drowns out all other voices. Or at least it should.

	 

	“Massive falls are breathtaking, but what impresses me most was not the sight of the falls or the spray of the water. It was the sound.

	 

	The sound was beyond deafening—I felt as if I was actually inside the sound itself.

	 

	It was an overwhelming experience that reminded me how small I am by comparison.

	 

	When John in Revelation 1:15. saw a vision of the risen Christ, he described Jesus in the glory of His resurrection, noting both His clothing and His physical qualities and then His voice “as the sound of many waters” (Rev 1:15).

	 

	I’m not sure I fully understood what that meant until I experienced being overwhelmed by the thundering sound of waterfalls.

	Those mighty waters reminded me of my own smallness in comparison to Almighty God and I instantly better understood why John fell at the feet of Christ as though he were dead (Rev 1:17).

	 

	Perhaps this description of Jesus will help us grasp the awesomeness of Jesus’ presence and prompt us to follow John’s example of worshiping such an overwhelmingly powerful Savior.”

	 

	That’s what it should do, but is it? This brings us to two observations. One – When Jesus speaks, do you listen? If you were to ask me why many Christians stay babies in Christ, it’s because they don’t listen to Jesus. They’re too busy being distracted by this world. And to show you how easy it is to get distracted by this world, when the Words of Christ are being read, watch this.

	 

	
Preacher on the street: “Mark 6:48 tells us about the time when Jesus came walking across the sea of Galilee, towards His disciples. They were in a boat in the middle of the sea. He had been walking on the shore, and He came walking towards them. Now this is the interesting thing about the Mark account is that it says that Jesus was ready to pass them by. Now you may be wondering, where is He going and what was he leaving behind?”

	 

	While this preacher is speaking words from the Bible, he is in an alley, it has just recently snowed, so not too many people are on the street. But one man happens to pass by the entrance to the alley and sees this man speaking about Jesus. He stops for a few minutes and then decides to get closer so that maybe he could hear more of what this man is saying. While he is getting closer, someone is honking their horn at the guy.

	 

	“He is walking like he is just taking an evening stroll. Another thing that we know about this account is that we know that the disciples were in the sun, and they thought he was a ghost.”

	 

	Well, the guy coming to hear what the preacher is saying, starts to kind of dance in the snow. He bounces off one wall and then bounces off the other wall. When he finally gets to the man holding the Bible, he bends over to see what this man has in his hand. Now he knows that this is being recorded and he starts looking into the camera, moving around to get the spotlight away from the preacher. He finishes putting on a show for the camera and then leaves the alley. All the while it looked like he might be interested and want to hear what the preacher had to say, but when he got there so he could hear it, it really wasn’t anything interesting. He did his performance in front of the camera and he was gone.

	 

	“Have you ever noticed how easy it is to get distracted from God?”

	 

	That’s our world. When are we going to realize that the devil cannot take away the Word of God? He just simply distracts us from the Word of God. That’s all he can do. And it’s just as effective as if he did take away the World of God. Which then causes us to end up living and

	 

	
staying like crybaby, whiny Christians. Oh, but he doesn’t stop there. The devil not only distracts us from the Word of God, but he also gets us to come up with lame excuses as to why we can’t get into the Word of God. Such as, “I just don’t have the time.” But if there’s one thing I’ve learned in all the years of ministry, it’s this. It’s not that we don’t have the time to read the Word of God. We just don’t take the time to read the Word of God. The reality is, we just don’t consider it important, as this man reveals.

	 

	Old man on the phone: “Officer, my wife is missing, she went out yesterday and she hasn’t come home.”

	 

	Police Officer: “Okay sir, what’s her height?”

	 

	Old man: “I’m not sure, maybe around 5 or maybe 6.”

	 

	Police Officer: “Okay. And her weight?”

	Old Man: “I don’t know. Not slim and not too big.”

	Police Officer: “Color of her eyes?”

	Old Man: “Sort of blue, I think. I never really noticed.”

	Police Officer: “And her hair color?”

	 

	Old Man: “Well, she wears a shower cap most of the time, so I can’t tell.”

	 

	Police Officer: “What about the color of the shower cap?”

	 

	Old Man: “Pink maybe, I don’t really pay attention.”

	 

	Police Officer: “What was she wearing when you last saw her?”

	 

	Old Man: “It could have been a red dress or maybe it was a blue one.”

	 

	
Police Officer: “When she left, did she go by vehicle?”

	 

	Old Man: “Yes, she did. She took my truck.”

	 

	Police Officer: “What is the make of the vehicle?”

	 

	Old Man: “It’s a Ford F250, Super King Ranch edition, a rare stone gray metallic, it has an 8.7 power stroke turbo diesel, with enough Tork to pull down a barn. Full tow package. Ranch style leather seats. Chrome tow bar suspension, 20 alloys and a tiny scratch on the passenger door and it still hurts my heart thinking about it.”

	 

	Police Officer: “Don’t worry sir, we will find your truck.”

	 

	We laugh because of what? It’s true! But how much more is this true, spiritually? Let’s be honest, as if God doesn’t know. It’s not that we don’t have the time to read the Word of God. We just don’t take the time to read the Word of God because we’re too stinking distracted. Or we come up with lame excuses that show we don’t consider it that important. But this is the Words of Jesus! Remember how Daniel and Ezekiel both responded to the Word of God?

	 

	Daniel 10:8,9 “I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I

	was helpless…my face to the ground.”

	 

	Ezekiel 43:3 “And I fell face down!”

	 

	When Jesus speaks, what’s your response? Do you fall face down? Do you fall to the ground? His voice was like the sound of rushing waters, showing us that when Jesus speaks, you should listen, freak out, suck carpet, and fall flat on your face. Why? Because this is God speaking!

	Have we forgotten that? This is the creator of the universe having a conversation with you.

	 

	“His voice as the sound of many waters” is the voice of authority It’s the voice that called this universe into existence

	 

	
It is the voice that is full of majesty (Psalm 29:4).

	 

	And when He comes again all that are in the graves shall hear His voice (John 5:28) and that voice will raise them from the grave

	And that voice that will also take His own out of the world to be with Him. But to the unbeliever it will be the voice of final judgment.

	“Away from me you evildoer I never knew you.”

	 

	So awesome so overwhelming and so powerful is this voice of the Risen Christ.

	 

	YET…Today, the world and the Church turn a deaf ear to His voice.

	 

	But be rest assured, there is coming a day, when He will speak, and His voice will be one that will and cannot be ignored.

	 

	Why?

	 

	Because one day, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess Him as Lord at the sound of that voice.”

	 

	Let me ask the question again. Is that your response to the commanding, powerful, awesome voice of Almighty God? Do we fall face down? Or do we throw the Bible face down and go off and listen to the Word of Man? It is high time that we, the Church, understand Who our God is. And that when His Word is being read, it should command our attention

	 

	True story: I was visiting a Church in Northern California. I didn’t know it at the time, but it was a Romanian Church. So, when I got there, they didn’t say hi to me, so I didn’t catch on. They gave me the program, the music was playing, and I found my seat in the sanctuary. Next thing you know, it’s time for worship. That was my first clue. Oh, they don’t speak English. I almost got up, but then I was smack dab in the middle of the

	 

	
congregation, and I didn’t want to get up. So, I thought, God, you got me here for a reason, I wonder what it is. So, I could recognize a couple of the tunes, just in a different language. I was trying to get into it. And then the Pastor gets up there, opens the Bible, and, in complete unison, the whole congregation gets on their knees, hands raised, heads bowed, in reverence of the Word. So, that’s why God had me go in there. I said, ‘Oh God, please forgive us, the American Church. We do not honor your voice. We play games, we make excuses.

	 

	What has happened to the American Church? No wonder John is writing this message to us in the last days. This is the Real Jesus. The Jesus people don’t want to deal with. This is the Jesus that the American Church has concealed. This is what John is reminding us! Wake up, people! Jesus Christ has a voice like raging waters. And when He speaks, you'd better bow down and listen up. Why? Because Jesus Christ is not just our Savior, Jesus Chris is our judge. And His word commands our full attention. It’s a strong word, not just to warn us, but to remember the purpose. It’s a strong word for us to warn others. Wake up, people!! Do we not realize the days in which we live? Do we not realize that the judgment of God is coming upon this earth? Do we not realize that much of the earth will be annihilated by the wrath of God? Which includes your family. Which includes your children. Which includes your friends. Which includes your co-workers. Which includes your neighbors. And anyone and everyone who doesn’t have the Real Jesus! Therefore, to encourage us to stop being so distracted. I’m going to share yet another video clip depicting just a piece of what the Judgment of God could look like. But as you watch it, I challenge you to see these people not just as actors, but as people you know right now who could very well be living it very soon!

	 

	This video is of a man who is sitting in his car, and he looks out the window. The traffic has stopped for some reason. He looks up to see a newscaster being televised on one of the screens on the buildings. The reporter is on the street, reporting the news from another town when the ground starts shaking. You can’t understand what he is saying, but it seems urgent. When suddenly the building behind him is hit by something and it is completely demolished. Everyone on the screen is running for

	 

	
cover. And the video goes dead. The people on the street where he is all seem to be safe and they are amazed at what they just saw. But then the alarm goes off on all of their cell phones. Everyone is looking at their phones; he is in this traffic jam and can’t get out and his dog is barking at something. He looks down and sees that the water in his console is shaking. Something is happening. He turns around to look out his back window and sees things falling out of the sky. Demolishing the buildings, destroying the cars. People are running for cover. He decides to drive over the divider and go into the oncoming traffic. At least he is on his way to get out of town, if he doesn’t crash into someone first. He almost crashes into a huge hole that is in the middle of the street and a little further up the street there is a fire burning. He turns down a side street but it is no better. The buildings are all caving in around him. He gets out of his car and starts to run, trying to save his life from all this destruction.

	 

	Stop kidding yourself. This is just a piece of what is to come. The Word of God, which nobody seems to want to listen to, clearly says that a global earthquake is coming as a judgment of God. This is not a game, this is not a fairy tale, it’s real, and it’s really coming at the Hand of God. The same hands that were nailed to the cross to save us from God’s judgment are the same hands that open the seals and release God’s judgment. This is the other side of Jesus that the Church doesn’t want to deal with. Instead of bowing down before the awesome commanding Word of God like Daniel or Ezekiel, most of the American Church is sitting around, goofing off, totally distracted when the judgment of God is headed our way. If you want to stay a Harvey Milquetoast, crybaby, whiny Christian all your life, that’s one thing. But don’t you care about the people who are headed straight into that? But just in case that’s still not enough motivation for you, then you need to realize that the Real Jesus, the Jesus that has been concealed, not only hears your words, He not only sees your deeds, He not only commands your obedience, but He’s got you in His grasp.

	 

	Revelation 1:16 “In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

	 

	
Greek: “Now [He was] having in His right hand [also] seven stars and coming out from His mouth, a sharp double-edged sword. And the face of Him was like the sun shining in its power.” The 9th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Holding Seven Stars. In His right hand he held seven stars. Now here we go again. If only there was some way we could find out what this next symbolic vision of Jesus means. If only Rob could march around the Sanctuary 7 times blowing a trumpet, then the walls of misunderstanding would fall, and we could enter into the true meaning of Jesus having seven stars in His right hand. Well, fortunately… you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework. Read your Bible. The seven stars are the seven angels or messengers of the Church.

	 

	Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven Churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven Churches.”

	 

	So again, here we see in this next facet of the vision of the Real Jesus that He clearly has the Church in His grasp. So why is this an important thing to know about the Real Jesus? One – To remind us of who’s really in control.

	“The fact that the stars are in Jesus’ right hand indicates that they are important and under His authority.

	 

	The right hand is a sign of strength and control.

	 

	Thus the picture of the stars being within His right hand (the side of favor) is of great comfort to believers for what Christ grasps in His hand cannot be snatched away (John 10:28-29)

	 

	John 10:27-29 “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of My Father’s hand.”

	 

	
“And thus, they need not fear any, but God Himself.”

	 

	And again, we all know this is the correct answer on the theological test. But the question is, “Do we live our daily lives like God is in control?” Or do we live these lives like we are in control? We know it, but do we act like it? How do you know? Well, ask yourself. When God gives an order, do we obey, or do we opt out? When He corrects us, do we whine, or do we shine? When He gives us a command, do we promptly execute it, or excuse it? Remember to whom this vision of the Real Jesus is written. The Church, and no wonder, if you look at the behavior and the attitude of the American Church, we need to be reminded of who Jesus is. We say God is in control, but we really live like we are in control.

	 

	“Here stands God on the day of creation. He looks at the stars and He says, ‘All you stars move yourself to this place and start in this order and move in a circle and move exactly as I tell you until I give you another word.’ And they all obey Him.

	 

	‘Planets pick yourself up and whirl, make this formation at My command until I give you another word.’

	He looks at mountains and He says, ‘Be lifted up” and they obey Him. He tells valleys, ‘Be cast down’ and they obey Him.

	He looks at the sea and He says, ‘You will come this far’ and the sea obeys.

	 

	And then He looks at you and says, ‘Come’ and you go, ‘No!’”

	 

	It is high time that we, the Church, receive this reminder from John of who the Real Jesus really is. He is the King of kings, and Lord of lords. He is the creator of the Universe and all of life. He is in control not just of the world, but even of His Church. Therefore, when He gives an order to obey, we better do it. Who do we think we are? But we have another double whammy going on here. Two – (knowing that Jesus has the Church in His grasp) reminds us of Who’s really in charge. Notice where the

	 

	
seven stars are held. Not in a basket. Not on the back. Not on the shoulders. Not even in the left hand. But where? The right hand. Why? Because the “right hand” symbolized authority. In Eastern cultures, the left hand is reserved only for bodily functions, not eating. The right hand is used for eating, changing money, shaking hands, and other activities. Thus, the right hand came to speak of power and authority. So again, here’s our double whammy in the text. Jesus is not just in control; He is in charge. So, the next question is, “Do we live our daily lives like God is in charge?” Or do we live these lives like we are in charge? We know it, but do we act like it? How do you know? Well, ask yourself: when God tells you to serve Him, do you say, “I don’t have time?” When God tells you to study His word to grow in Him, do you say, “I don’t want to read.” When God tells you to share Him with others, do you respond like this guy?

	 

	Man on the street: “How long have you been a Christian?’

	 

	Passerby: “All my life I guess.”

	Man on the street: “How often do you just walk up and talk to strangers about Jesus, you know, share the gospel?”

	Passerby: “Ahhh, not very often, I guess. I go to college, you know, and I guess I don’t talk to anybody.”

	Man on the street: “If I asked you right now to walk up and talk to somebody, a stranger. Give them one of these million-dollar bills. Do you think you could do that?”

	 

	Passerby: “Ahhh, I don’t know.”

	 

	Man on the street: “Is that kind of intimidating?”

	 

	Passerby: “Yeah, I guess it is.”

	 

	
Man on the street: “What if I told you, I’d give you $100.00 cash, right now, for you to just walk up to somebody and say, ‘Hey, here you go.’ Would you do it for $100.00?”

	 

	Passerby: “Yeah, I’d do it for $100.00.”

	 

	Man on the street: “Here’s $100.00 cash, okay? I’ll give it to you when you come back. You just take this million-dollar bill, you pick whoever you want to give it to. You can say, ‘hey thanks a million or you look like a million or here, take this with you.’ Anything you want to say to them, and then when you’ve done it, come back and I’ll give you $100.00.”

	 

	Passerby: “Sounds good.”

	 

	Man on the street: “Is it a deal?”

	 

	Passerby: “It’s a deal.” He walks off to talk to someone on the street. A couple girls come walking up to him.

	Passerby: “Hey, would you like a million-dollar bill? Just keep it as a keepsake. Read that on the back. I appreciate you taking that. You’ll have a good evening now.”

	Man on the street: “Have you ever done that before?”

	 

	Passerby: “No, I’ve never done anything like that before. It was fun. It was a good thing to do. I’ll remember it.”

	 

	Man on the street: “Well, here’s your $100.00. So let me ask you, hear me through here. Jesus said in the Bible, do you love God or do you love money? Now initially when I asked you to do that you said no. I couldn’t do that. But then when I said, I’d give you $100.00 to do it, you got really excited about it. So does it concern you that you wouldn’t do it for the love of the Lord, but you would do it for the love of $100.00 cash?”

	 

	
Now, before we cop on that guy too bad, focus on that phrase. You wouldn’t do it for the Love of the Lord, but you’d do it for 100 bucks, cash. We are no different. When God tells us to serve Him, and we say, I don’t have time. When He tells us to study His Word, and we say, I don’t like to read. And when He tells us to share Him with others, we say, forget the cash, I’m in charge, and I say no! Who do we think we are? What do we think we are doing? Remember to whom this vision of the Real Jesus is written. The Church and no wonder!! We need to be reminded of who Jesus is! When He says something, do it! Why? Because our disobedience doesn’t just affect us, it affects others! Think about it, how many blessings are fellow Christians missing out on because we don’t share the gifts God’s given us? How many people are still suffering a painful existence because we literally must be paid to share the Gospel? Why?

	 

	Because we have forgotten who Jesus is! He is God in the flesh, and therefore He is in charge, and He is in control, and we’re not. So, when He says something, do it! The 10th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Speaking with a Sword.

	 

	Revelation 1:16 “In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

	“Out of His mouth came a sharp-double edged sword”

	 

	Now here we go again. If only there was some way we could find out what this next symbolic vision of Jesus means. If only we could sleep with the Bible under our pillow for 40 days and 40 nights, the answer would seep into our brains through osmosis, explaining the meaning of the mouth with the double-edged sword. Well, fortunately, you don’t need to do that. You just need to do your homework. Read your Bible. The mouth with a sharp double-edged sword is speaking of the penetrating Word of God. Speaking of the Messiah, Isaiah wrote.

	 

	
Isaiah 49:1-2 “Listen to me, you islands, hear this, you distant nations, before I was born the Lord called me, from my birth He has made mention of my name, he made my mouth like a sharpened sword.”

	 

	Hebrews 4:12-13 “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates, even dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow, it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

	 

	So, as you can see, the sharp double-edged sword is a picture of God’s Word from the Messiah, cutting deep into a person’s soul. It’s a picture of strong judgmental words coming from His mouth.

	 

	“The idea of it coming out of His mouth is not that Jesus carries a sword in His teeth. The idea is that this sword is His word.

	 

	It is His weapon—and ours also—that is the Word of God (Ephesians 6:17).

	The sword ”refers to the keen and accurate verdicts concerning His people, as seen in the letters to the seven Churches.”

	There is no handling of this weapon without cutting yourself, for it has no back to it, it is all edge. The Word of Christ is all edge.”

	 

	This reminds us that He is coming not with words of peace and blessing, but with words of righteousness and judgment.

	 

	When Jesus came the first time, He came with a message of peace and salvation. The next time He comes, He will judge the world with a word from His mouth.

	 

	The Word of God, reviled by the atheist, the agnostic, the infidel, and the liberal will one day be the standard by which all men are judged!

	 

	
That is the sword that is coming out of the mouth of Jesus and with it all men will be judged by the Word of God.

	 

	Also, the sword coming out of His mouth refers to a heavy broadsword: It [ῥομφαια [rhomphaia], sword] is properly the long and heavy broadsword that the barbarous nations used. It is distinguished from the μάχαιρα [machaira], the sacrificial knife, or short stabbing sword.

	 

	It is for this reason that Jesus speaking forth of God’s Word can bring creation or destruction.

	 

	Isaiah informs us that the mouth of the Messiah is ”like a sharp sword” (Isa. 49:2) and with His lips He will ”slay the wicked” (Isa. 11:4).

	 

	The Word spoken through the prophets is a weapon in the hand of God (Hos. 6:5).

	 

	It has already slain His enemies because it sets forth their impending doom in words ”which cannot be broken” (John 10:35).

	So again, why is this an important vision for the Church to know about the Real Jesus? I think it’s to remind us that when people face Jesus, they will be facing the judge of the Universe. And no evil in this world will be able to hide from His severe scrutiny. His words are not words of politeness. But of judgment of which no one can escape! The only way to avoid this is to accept Him as Savior. But if you don’t want Jesus as Savior, rest assured, you will get Jesus as your judge. And that’s exactly what our country and Church are headed for. Why? Because we act like we have the last Word, not God. We do what we want, we sin like it’s no big deal. We define what’s right and wrong. And we say nobody can judge us. So, we say, so we think. But God is no respecter of persons. The Real Jesus has a sharp double-edged sword coming out of His mouth. No evil is hidden from His sight. Guess what? That includes our own evil Church.

	The Real judge is at the door! And what He sees gets not a pat on the back, but a kick in the pants. He has a sharp double-edged sword coming

	 

	
out of His mouth. No evil in this world or the Church will be able to hide from His severe scrutiny.

	 

	This is what John is trying to tell us! And this is what has been concealed in these last days!!! This is the Real Jesus that the Church doesn’t want to deal with! The 11th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone with a Shiny Face.

	 

	Revelation 1:16 “In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

	 

	This final symbol draws us back to why He must judge in the first place. Because He is Holy and we are not. The phrase “face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance” takes us back once again to the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17:1-9, where the disciples glimpsed who Jesus really is in all His fullness. He is the Majestic Holy, infinitely righteous Messiah. He is God Almighty in the flesh. His face shines like the sun at its brightest. His garments are blindingly white, gleaming and dazzling. Why? Because He is Holy and we are not. Praise God, He came to offer us salvation. But if you reject Him for who He really is, then you will receive His judgment.

	 

	One guy puts it this way: “Have you ever accidentally looked at the full sun in the middle of a summer day? Then you can imagine what John saw on this day.

	 

	Normally looking at the sun shining in its strength will blind a person, but John was supernaturally enabled to gaze at the Son like the sun and not be blinded.

	 

	Though he was not blinded, he clearly was overwhelmed by what he heard and saw, for in the next verse he fell at Jesus’ feet!

	 

	WHY?

	 

	
Because His face was like the sun shining in its strength This speaks of His transcendent infinite holiness and glory.

	And so, when you combine all these together, we see Jesus Christ in all His perfection as the supremely qualified One to judge the World and the Church.

	 

	And yet again, that’s our problem. We act like this isn’t the Real Risen Jesus, and the irony is that we all know that sungazing (sun) is dangerous.

	[image: Image]“Opthamologists are warning some Roman Catholics that they may harm their eyes if they stare at the sun in hopes of seeing a religious phenomenon.

	 

	Some Catholics have been staring at the sun for 15 minutes or more the past couple of weeks, hoping to see “the miracle of the sun.”

	The faithful were told to look into the sun by where the Virgin Mary is said to have appeared to some children.

	 

	Dr. Kenneth Lafleur said, “I don’t want to belittle the religious experience, but I feel people need

	to be warned. Five to 10 minutes is too long. Permanent, lasting damage can be the result.”

	 

	Lafleur said his partner treated a teenage boy last week who was suffering from a burned retina after gazing at the sun for religious reasons.

	 

	
And Dr. Edard Graul said he, too, is treating patients with burned retinas. “I saw a 31-year-old mother and her 11-year-old daughter who both had burns on the back of the eye after gazing at the sun for over an hour,” Graul said.

	 

	“They were surprised it happened.”

	 

	Really? But I’ll tell you what’s more surprising, the Church today doesn’t realize that the most dangerous thing to do in all eternity isn’t (SUN) gazing. But it’s failing to gaze upon the Son and not believe who He is!

	 

	This is now the second time that John has been privileged to see the Savior’s glory shining from His face like the sun (Mat. 17:2)..

	 

	At the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter, James, and John were given a preview of “the Son of Man coming in His kingdom” (Mat. 16:28).

	 

	This glorious vision which John now beholds is a small indication of what the entire world will behold at the Second Coming of Christ.

	And they won’t be able to stand either. Again, this is the message of this Book, given to the Church. Why? So, the Church can take it to the world before it’s too late. And that is this: you need to hurry up and gaze upon the Son and believe, or make the biggest mistake for all eternity.

	Gaze just at the sun, and if you do that, you will see Jesus one day. Only to have His face shining like the sun, destroy you in His way. Therefore, let us remind ourselves once again of the urgency of this message we’ve been entrusted with, and let’s enter another day in the life of the time of Tribulation. You see, giant earthquakes bring giant landslides like this one.

	 

	This movie clip shows two men in a tunnel trying to repair a leak, but the earth starts shaking and one man falls. Unknown to them, a giant wave is coming over the mountain and is about to hit where they are working.

	 

	
People above ground are trying to run for safety. They get to their car thinking that will save them.

	 

	Dad: “Get in, buckle up.”

	 

	He backs out of the driveway and gets on the thoroughfare to get his family away before the wave hits their home. As the water rages on it tears down parts of the mountain causing even more water to rise. As they are driving they come to a traffic jam. No one is leaving in their cars. They now have to get out and run. He stops at one of the cars and tells the driver, “Listen to me. Get out and run!” Then he goes to another car and says, “Come on! Teresa, get out! Run, run, run! Come on!” His wife was running in front of a car when it rolled forward and caught her leg between the two cars.

	 

	He looks at her, stuck and then behind her the water is coming, fast. He turns to a man that is next to him and says, “Get the kids to higher ground!” He tells them all, “Run as fast as you can! Hurry!” He goes back to his wife and gets the car to move back a little and frees his wife. She is injured but she can run with his help. The water is getting closer. He then turns to her and says, “We won’t make it.” He is putting her into a car and then slides in beside her. She tells him, “You have to run!” He tells her, “Seat belts!” He can see in the rearview mirror the water is about to hit.

	Washing some people away. A couple of young girls were locked in a car as the water came upon them, breaking the back window and filling the car full of water.

	 

	Higher on the mountain, scientists are watching as the water covers all the cars and people that were trying to get to higher ground, to safety. They realize that the water is going to overtake them as well. “There’s a bomb shelter in the basement. Come on! The water breaks through the glass windows as they run to get into the bomb shelter. But the water is taking them down.

	 

	It is High time we remember the purpose of the Book. God is Holy, and we are not. Praise God, Jesus came to offer us salvation. But if

	 

	
you reject Him for who He really is, then you will receive His judgment. This message was given to the Church. Why? So, the Church can take it to the world before it’s too late. It’s not comfortable, it’s not easy to hear, and if we’re honest with ourselves, it’s flat-out overwhelming. But people wake up! It’s true. And it’s been given to the Church, in these last days, not to accommodate us but to alter us.

	 

	“The overwhelming vision John witnessed dramatically altered him. Initially, his response was devastating fear, which the Lord removed by assurance and then by giving John a sense of duty.”

	 

	And we’ll get to the word of assurance and sense of duty from God in the next chapter.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Fourteen

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:17

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Okay, let’s continue our study of the Book of Revelation, Chapter

	One.

	Revelation 1:9-17 “I, John, your brother and companion in that suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.’ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand he held seven stars; and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. When I saw Him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	
Wow, that sounds pretty intense, man. Well, it is! The problem is that the Church isn’t receiving this blessing from God, as seen in the Book of Revelation, because of its bad attitude. We’re supposed to study all the Bible, the whole counsel of God. He put it there for a reason. As we have seen, the second reason they get the Book of Revelation totally wrong is their approach and their apprehension towards the Book. The third reason is their apprehension towards the Book. They think they can’t understand it; it’ll never make sense, which, again, is a byproduct of a bad attitude and approach. They say it’s all doom and gloom, bad for you.

	 

	But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news, of how God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future. And that is what we saw as we began our journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement of this amazing book. The revelation of the Real Risen Jesus Christ! It’s not here to scare you. It is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed, and the American Church is doing just that by failing to teach the Book of Revelation. This lack of teaching of the Book of Revelation feeds this misconception about Jesus and produces fake Christians and fake Churches. And fake Christmas services like this one.

	 

	Chad Prather Reports: “Everything is bigger in Texas including the Churches and the Church productions. Now, every year about this same time, the exact same conversation pops up like clockwork about a mega Church, north of Dallas, Prestonwood Baptist Church. They put on all their Christmas production for the city. Thousands of people attend this thing. Lights are bright, the music is massive, the story telling is very polished, and right on queue, as you would expect, the complaints start

	 

	
rolling in. Now, this is just a piece of their production. I’ve seen this for years now. This is not a new deal. Dom Lucer posted this up. Tell me what you think. This is a mega Church. They have the drummers hanging by guide wires, going up and down. I mean, you see the light show looks like Japanese anime, you better not have a seizure from watching all of this. It is, and trust me when I tell you, I have been to this thing, and it is a big production.

	 

	People floating around the room. I mean it’s insane. And they charge a lot of money actually, for the tickets to be able to go in here. People are like, ‘Is this really a Church? Is this what your Church should be doing? It’s too commercialized.’

	 

	As the congregation is watching the different people flying around the room, a sleigh starts flying in the air to get to the stage to pick up Santa. The congregation is singing, ‘Here comes Santa Claus. When the sleigh reaches the stage, Santa Claus gets in it and it takes off into the air again. Everyone is waving at Santa as he flies by.

	 

	Santa Claus: “Merry Christmas!”

	As he leaves the room, the congregation waves, claps, and cheers.

	Not the Bible, not Jesus, that’s the greatest time of the year. What do elves, Santa Claus, and people flying around on a magical sleigh have to do with the greatest time of the year, when we get to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ? Nothing! But this is what you get when you don’t preach the Book of Revelation. Fake Churches, fake Christians, fake apostate services, that have nothing to do with God! You can’t even get Christmas right! Because if they never see, learn, or hear about the Real Jesus, that the Book of Revelation unveils, the King of kings, Lord of lords, and Master of all, who is alone worthy of our worship and obedience, He ain’t coming back on a sleigh bringing presents. He’s coming back on a white horse to bring judgment!

	 

	
This is what you actually get if you teach the Book of Revelation. But the Church is not – so you reap what you sow! Fake Churches are full of fake Christians, with fake services, custom-tailored for religious people. Who aren’t even saved! And that’s why God tells us just how important this Book, this unveiling of the Real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. It’s a message that came from the very throne of God, that was given to the very Son of God, that was then given to an actual angel of God, that was then given to a top disciple of God.

	 

	In verse 2, John says it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God, and then verse 3 says there’s a three-fold blessing from God, so you can be useful, not useless, fruitful, not fruitless, real, not fake, as this video shows.

	 

	“The one thing that I can’t stand is fake Christianity. And the reason why is because people who just say they’re Christians, but they don’t actually follow God, make a mess of things. And they confuse a ton of people who aren’t Christians and get them to believe that all Christians are hypocrites. A friend of mine was just telling me about how he knew a worship leader who was talented, charismatic, and everybody looked up to him, but he was also deep into porn. And I guess that some believers struggle with porn from time to time, but this man, right before he would lead praise and worship, would watch porn backstage while he waited to go up. And it’s not just that, but he justified it. And you guys might think, wow, that guys are bad, but the reality is that all people are capable of living the life of a hypocrite, where you say one thing, but you do something else entirely. And if any of you think, no, not me, then remember what Paul said in II Corinthians.”

	 

	II Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the Faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves? That Jesus Christ is in you? Unless indeed you are disqualified.”

	 

	“You see Paul knew the dangers and realities of a person living a double life and he challenged them to test themselves to see if they were genuinely a follower of God.”

	 

	
To believe in Jesus but not obey Him is what satan does. And the Church is full of these kinds of people. They say they’re Christian, but their fruit says something else. They believe but don’t obey, just like satan. This is the fruit of not getting the Real Jesus from the Book of Revelation. Fake Christians, fake Churches, religious people who are useless, not useful, fruitless, not fruitful, fake, not real. The Book of Revelation brings out who you really are, who you really worship, and what you really live for. It’s the antidote needed to a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church today, full of fakers. And that’s exactly what we saw in verses 1,4, and 11, that John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,” Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.” Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. This unveiling, this other side of Jesus, was given to show, not this world, not those nasty people out there. It was given to show His servants, us, the Church.

	Because the world needs to know this Real God and the real judgment that is coming. The apostate Church needs to know this, the Real Jesus and the real danger they are in. And you’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel! Therefore, John gets us into a healthy Spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. In verses 3,4,5 & 6, he got us blessed up, graced up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up. To get the bittersweet message out, no matter what.

	Then John gives us a Spiritual review of the message!

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	When Jesus returns, it won't be a fun or joyful time. People aren’t going to be dancing, laughing it up. They are going to be freaking out.

	 

	
People will be mourning, beating their breasts, out of fear and regret. Over what they have done. Jews will mourn and repent. Gentiles will mourn and not repent – cut themselves. Then John gives us the identity of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of Who it is that’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. Then John gives us the context of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	John encourages us even more to get the bittersweet message out. Even when we face persecution, when we’re made fun of, when we get ostracized and lied about and falsely accused of getting the message out, it’s okay. We have each other, the Church. We are companions in suffering, not the cause of suffering. And when it comes to suffering, what do you expect? It’s not abnormal. We’re preaching that the Kingdom is coming and the Gospel is being shared. It wasn’t popular for Jesus or John. Why are you shocked when it happens today? Welcome to Christianity. Then John gives us the setting of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	God was in control, literally saying a “Lordy-Like day.” A day literally belonging to the Lord, and on that day, He began to speak to John about this amazing revelation. How many “Lordy-Like days” does God have with us? How many days can we say, “Yup, that day totally belonged to God!” It was all about Him. It had nothing to do with me. No? No wonder he’s not doing amazing things today. The second setting was that when the vision occurred, John was in the Spirit.

	 

	
Revelation 1:10b “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit.”

	 

	This is the reason why God took control of John on the “Lordy-Like day” and did an amazing thing. It was because he was “in the Spirit.” Which does not mean you have an experience where you get goosebumps on top of your goosebumps and you start flopping around, speaking, and doing weird things. Then we saw the saying of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” The first thing we see is that it came with two commands – to write and to send. John was not just to write; he is now told to send to the seven Churches. He has to do something with it. Not to sit on it, bury it, or give it to a committee. He was to send it to the seven Churches. Because we are to be the Golden Lampstands shining the Real Jesus to people. Not the false Jesus. Not the false Jesus of an ecumenical antichrist, One World Religion. Then we saw the symbol of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:12 “I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.”

	The first symbol we see of Jesus Christ is the seven golden lampstands. And there’s no mystery about it. In verse 20, we saw the Seven Golden Lampstands speaking of us, the Church. Which shows us Jesus is not walking on the shores of the Sea of Galilee healing people. He’s walking among His Churches with fiery judgment and commanding presence. Why? Because He’s here right now. He sees it all, including that apostate One World Religion Church. This is what many people don’t want to see. This is why we see the order of judgments in the Book of Revelation. Before Jesus judges the world, He first judges the apostate Church. Because He’s right here walking among us. Seeing it all. Then we saw the second symbol of Jesus Christ, Who is someone like the Son of Man.

	 

	
Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	We saw it was an expression to the Jews picturing not just the Messiah, but the Messiah in the Throne Room of God. It literally means “the Son Who relates to mankind.” In that, He became a man. This is what the Messiah would do. The Son of God became the Son of Man so sons of men could become Sons of God. The third symbol we see of Jesus Christ is someone dressed in a robe and a sash. The robe and sash are the garments of a King, a Prophet, and a Priest. So, this reveals to us a wonderful picture of the ministry. Jesus is the King of Kings, the Prophet of God, and the Heavenly interceding Priest for His people. And because of this, we are forever loved, forever accepted, forever forgiven, right now in Jesus Christ. Then we saw where he is right now. The fourth symbol depicts Jesus Christ standing among His people. This showed us where Jesus was, among the lampstands. Literally in the middle of the lamp holders. Where is Jesus? Where is this loving, forgiving Messiah? Where is this Heavenly, interceding Priest? Where is this King of Kings, Master and ruler of all? Where is this prophet of God, who alone knows all things? He is here, in and among His Church.

	 

	And why is this important? For our obedience. It kind of acts as a deterrent to sin. For our encouragement. Since Jesus (God in the flesh) is right here with us, there’s nothing to be afraid of. He’s right there with you, and He will not only protect you but also provide for you. The fifth symbol tells us Jesus Christ is Someone white as snow.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	 

	White as wool or snow speaks of Jesus’ absolute purity. His infinite Holiness. He is God. He is Holy. He is pure. He is perfect. He is without sin. Therefore, as our Heavenly Messiah, He has secured the forgiveness of all our unholy sins. But not only that, we are to unveil this, not just in words, but in our deeds. “Be Holy, because I am Holy.” When

	 

	
we live Holy lives, then people see with their own eyes the Holiness of God. They can then acknowledge their unholiness and ask the Real Jesus to make them white as snow. This is why the enemy tricks us into sinning! Not just to hurt ourselves or hurt God, but to hurt our witness for God.

	Then we saw the sixth symbol of Jesus Christ, someone with searing eyes.

	 

	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were blazing like fire.”

	 

	We saw the eyes of fire are the judging eyes of God coming from the Throne Room of God. Also, the word "fire" in the Book of Revelation clearly speaks of God’s judgment. Eyes like a “flame of fire.” This speaks of His penetrating gaze, His divine scrutiny, His infinite knowledge. He knows what you’ve been up to, whether good or bad. He knows if you’ve been naughty or nice. Forget the “satan” clause, this is Jesus Christ! And when He comes back, He won’t be riding a sleigh, bearing gifts. He will be riding a white horse bringing judgment. Because He sees it all, and what He sees deserves judgment. Not just the world, but He starts with the Church first! That is what the next two verses are all about. Jesus Christ has sizzling feet.

	 

	Revelation 1:15a “His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace…”

	The feet of bronze are once again speaking of God’s judgment, specifically of a King.

	 

	Kings in ancient times sat on elevated thrones, so those being judged would always be beneath the king’s feet.

	 

	The feet of a king thus came to symbolize his authority.

	 

	This shows us that Jesus occupies the position of Judge of the world and the Church

	 

	He does not flatter

	He does not ignore what He sees

	 

	
He does not shut His eyes to sin and wrongdoing.

	 

	Which is why His constant charge and command to His own is to not only

	“Watch” but “Repent!”

	 

	In fact, we see this in the Book of Revelation. He says to His Church, “Repent or Change or I will come to you, and I will remove your lampstand” (Rev. 2:5).

	 

	Jesus has feet like bronze; therefore, Jesus is not just our Savior. Jesus Christ is our judge. We also saw Jesus Christ as someone sounding like raging water.

	 

	Revelation 1:15b “and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.”

	 

	The voice, like rushing water, is speaking of the commanding voice of God. This is Jesus’ voice! The closer you get, the more deafening it gets. When Jesus Christ speaks, it commands your attention. His voice is not only powerful, but also awesome. It’s overwhelming. It drowns out all other voices. Or at least it should. Unfortunately, we don’t listen, we don’t obey. Hello! This is God speaking. Have we forgotten that? This is the creator of the universe, having a conversation with you. This is what John is reminding us. Jesus Christ has a voice like raging waters, and when He speaks, you'd better bow down and listen up. Jesus Christ is holding seven stars.

	 

	Revelation 1:16a “In his right hand he held seven stars…”

	 

	The seven stars are the seven angels or messengers of the Church. We saw that in Revelation 1:20, which shows that Jesus has the Church tightly in His grasp, reminding us Who’s really in control. Nothing can snatch us from His hand. And knowing that Jesus has the Church in His grasp, reminds us of who’s really in charge. The “right hand” symbolized authority. Jesus oversees His Church. Yet when God tells us to serve Him, we say, “I don’t have time.” When He tells us to study His Word, we say,

	 

	
“I don’t like to read.” And when He tells us to share Him with others, we say, “Forget the cash, I’m in charge, and I say no.”

	 

	Who do we think we are? What do we think we are doing?

	Remember to whom this vision of the Real Jesus is written. The Church. And no wonder we need to be reminded who Jesus is. Then we saw Jesus Christ as someone speaking with a sword.

	 

	Revelation 1:16b “and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged

	sword…”

	 

	The mouth with a sharp double-edged sword is speaking of the penetrating Word of God. Specifically, of the Messiah speaking and the Word of God speaking. Both are sharp, double-edged swords that cut deep into a person’s soul. The world will be judged by this sword.

	 

	It will bring forth wrath and destruction. It will “slay the wicked” (Isa. 11:4).

	It will announce their impending doom in words ”which cannot be broken” (John 10:35).

	But this sword will also judge the Church at the Bema Judgment. No evil will be able to hide from His scrutiny. You can’t ignore it. You can’t blame it. You can’t excuse it. No one can escape. What did you do after you got saved, Christian? One day, we will stand before the sharp double-edged sword coming out of His mouth. This is what John is trying to tell us. Then we saw that Jesus Christ had a shiny face.

	Revelation 1:16c “His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.” This symbol tells us why Jesus must judge in the first place.

	Because He is Holy and we are not. The phrase “face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance” takes us back once again to the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17:1-9, where the disciples got a glimpse of who Jesus really is, in His fullness. He is the Majestic, Holy, infinitely righteous, Messiah. He is God Almighty in the flesh. His face shines like

	 

	
the sun at its brightest. His garments are blindingly white, gleaming and dazzling. Why? Because He is Holy and we are not. Praise God, He came to offer us Salvation. But if you reject Him as Savior, you will receive Him as judge. And you don’t want that.

	 

	Hurry up and gaze upon the Son today and believe or make the biggest mistake for all eternity. One day, His face shining like the sun will be seen by all at His return. And destroy you in His way.

	 

	Revelation 1:17 “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	Greek: “And when I saw Him, I fell before His feet as a dead man. Then He placed His right hand upon me saying, ‘Don’t be fearing! I exist [as] the First and the Last!” We’ve already seen several things about his vision that John has received.

	 

	The 1st thing we see about the vision is the how of the Vision The 2nd thing we see about the vision is the who of the Vision The 3rd thing we see about the vision is the reaction of the Vision The 4th thing we see about the vision is the preview of the Vision The 5th thing we see about the vision is the identity of the Vision The 6th thing we see about the vision is the context of the Vision The 7th thing we see about the vision is the setting of the Vision The 8th thing we see about the vision is the saying of the Vision The 9th thing we see about the vision is the symbol of the Vision

	 

	Now we are brought to the 10th thing we see about the vision, the stance of the Vision. “When I saw Him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Fell – Greek “pipto” means to be thrust down. Metaphorically – “to fall down of those overcome by terror or astonishment or grief or of falling dead suddenly.” Dead Man – Greek “nekros” means lifeless, inanimate deceased, one that has breathed his last.” So, here we see, after seeing this vision of the Real Jesus and hearing the news of what is to come upon the earth, what does John do? John falls down like a dead corpse. He is

	 

	
absolutely shocked, stunned, and overwhelmed. He can’t move…He looks dead as a stump! Why? One- Because that’s what happens when you see the presence of God. When those in the Bible have an encounter with the presence of God, what happens? They fell on their face because God is Holy and we are not. The Prophets couldn’t even stand in God’s presence. Whoever encountered God’s Holy Presence sucked carpet and shut their mouths.

	 

	The first people to react to God’s Holiness are the Israelites.

	 

	Exodus 20:18-19 “When the people heard the thunder and the loud blast of the horn, and when they saw the lightning and the smoke billowing from the mountain, they stood at a distance, trembling with fear. And they said to Moses, you tell us what God says, and we will listen. But don’t let God speak directly to us. If he does, we will die!”

	 

	The 2nd person to react to God’s Holiness is Samson’s Parents.

	Judges 13:20-22 “As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the ground. When the angel of the LORD did not show himself again to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. We are doomed to die! he said to his wife.

	We have seen God!”

	 

	The 3rd person to react to God’s Holiness is Daniel.

	 

	Daniel 10:7-9 “I, Daniel, was the only one to see this. The men who were with me, although they didn’t see it, were overcome with fear and ran off and hid, fearing the worst. Left alone after the appearance, abandoned by my friends, I went weak in the knees, the blood drained from my face. I heard his voice. At the sound of it I fainted, fell flat on the ground, face in the dirt.”

	 

	The 4th person to react to God’s Holiness is Job.

	 

	
Job 42:3,5-6 “You asked, who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge? Surely, I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore, I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

	 

	The 5th person to react to God’s Holiness is Isaiah.

	 

	Isaiah 6:1,3,4,5 “I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. And they were calling to one another: Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty. At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook, and the temple was filled with smoke. Doom! It’s Doomsday! I’m as good as dead! Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted – blasphemous even! And the people I live with talk the same way, using words that corrupt and desecrate. And here I’ve looked God in the face! The King! The LORD Almighty.”

	 

	The 6th person to react to God’s Holiness is Habakkuk.

	Habakkuk 3:6,9,10,11,16 “He stood, and shook the earth; He looked, and made the nations tremble. The ancient mountains crumbled and the age-old hills collapsed. You split the earth with rivers; the mountains saw You and writhed. Torrents of water swept by; the deep roared and lifted its waves on high. Sun and moon stood still in the heavens. I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled.”

	 

	So, correct me if I’m wrong, but I’d say according to the Word of God that one true glimpse of the Holiness of God is something that’ll strike fear in your bones, make you tremble, suck carpet, cause you to shut your mouth, and shock you to the core, how about you? And that’s exactly what we see here with John’s response. Now, what does this tell us about those who would say they encountered the so-called “presence of God” and their reaction is not falling on their face but of laughing uncontrollably, writhing around on the ground in a state of ecstasy, etc.?

	 

	
The first video shows a class of young children crying, speaking gibberish, lifting and placing their hands on the head of a person in the center.

	Another scene is of a pastor, eyes bulging out of his head, speaking in gibberish, and then placing his hand on her. As she falls backwards, he tells her that she will never be broke for the rest of her life. The next scene is T. D. Jakes holding a man’s head in his hands, shouting in gibberish.

	Another pastor asks, how many of you would like to see what God looks like? Come on, raise your hand. As several people in the group raised their hands, he stretched out his arms, as if on a cross, spun around and said, look. Proclaiming that he is what God looks like. The next scene is with another group of young people. On the floor in the middle of the room, a young person is lying on his back, arms stretched upward and moaning.

	And next we have Benny Hinn with his jacket off. The congregation is standing in front of him. He swings his jacket out towards the congregation and yells, take it. When he swung it over their heads, they immediately fell down. In the next scene a pastor is telling his congregation – You are God! Again, the scene is at Benny Hinn’s Church. He touches a man and the man immediately falls backward. And then we have Kenneth Copeland speaking to a young man, telling him, “I am spiritually lethal, brother.” And they both chuckle. And now we have Benny Hinn again, telling his congregation, “Repeat after me; within me is a godman. Say it again, within me is a godman.” The next scene is with Kenneth Hagin. He walks down to the congregation and starts to laugh.

	The laughter catches on and they all start laughing, rolling around on the floor, totally uncontrollable.

	 

	Narrator: “Charismatic quote that ‘Christianity is the fastest growing religious movement.’ In 2020 there were 635 million charismatics representing every major denomination in the world. Therefore, anyone that promotes and engages in charismatic activity will be described as a charismatic, regardless of what denomination that he or she belongs to. At charismatic prayer meetings or Churches, there is little or no emphasis on correct doctrine. There is very little or no preaching about avoiding sin, hell, or God’s judgement. Most charismatics are obsessed with signs and wonders, physical occurrences that most charismatic Churches or prayer meetings are emotional outbursts, shouting, playing irreverent music, or

	 

	
doing bazaar things like running around the Church like it’s an indoor track event.”

	 

	Nope! You’re getting ripped off by a false teacher while you run!

	But it’s obvious, this is exactly what John, Daniel, Isaiah, Job, and Habakkuk experienced when they encountered the presence of God! They ran around, spoke gibberish, laughed out loud, uncontrollably. Are you kidding me? The fear of God struck them in their bones; they trembled, sucked carpet, shut their mouths, and cried out, “Woe is me.” And here’s my point. Gee, could it be that since the Church isn’t teaching on the Book of Revelation, let alone the rest of the Bible, they don’t even know the Real Jesus, and it allows them to all be “crazy charismatic” like that? I think so! They got the wrong Jesus again! The Bible says through the Apostle John, “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.” That’s the response to the Real Risen Jesus! But before you get too smug, thinking that’s just those wacky charismatics, that’s not me. Really? This is also why many so-called Protestant Christians have become “cavalier” or “casual” in their relationship with God.

	 

	Narrator: “You can no longer assume that if somebody said they are evangelical, they will still go to Church. In fact, there are as many non-Church attending, self-described, evangelicals as there are mainlined Christians in America. That blew my mind when I read it and the trend isn’t going away, in fact, it’s accelerating. Of course, let’s be honest, high attendance is never the goal. The goal is not just to fill a room. It’s to fulfill a mission. But your attendance shouldn’t be ignored because it’s a sign of something deeper that every Church leader is going to have to wrestle with over the next few years. The first key to addressing what is happening is to understand why it’s happening. And that is what I want to cover in the rest of our video.

	 

	So, why are committed attendees attending less often? Reason #1: Greater Affluence. Believe it or not, even with high inflation and crazy house prices, greater affluence is impacting people’s Church attendance. Money gives people options. Again, people with money have options. They have technological options, they have travel options, and they have options for

	 

	
their kids. And arguably that affluence might be one of the factors moving them further away from a committed engagement with the mission of the local Church. I’m not saying it’s right, I’m just saying it’s true.

	 

	Reason #2: “Self-Directed Spirituality. People are looking less to Churches and leaders to help them grow spiritually, and more to other options. I mean, if you think about it, we live in an era where no parent makes it to a doctor’s office without googling the symptoms of the child and of course getting the course of treatment before the doctor. Just ask any family physician, and how it drives the doctors nuts. Forget medicine for a minute, when was the last time you bought a car before completely researching it online? Believe it or not, people are doing the same thing with their faith. In an age where we have everything and more and more people are self-directing their spirituality.”

	 

	Can I translate that for you? I may not be wacky charismatic, but I, Mr. Protestant, will only show up when life gets hard. And I don’t need a pastor to teach me; I can just stay home and watch YouTube videos.

	Sound familiar? Yeah, it’s everywhere. So, again, this is why so many professing Christians are getting so “charismatic” and “casual” in their so-called relationship with God. It’s actually a religion, not a relationship, because they have the wrong Jesus. No wonder this Book promises a threefold blessing. If you read, hear, and take to heart what is written here, your life will change for the better! You’ll stop rolling around on the floor in endless spasms, which does nothing for your Spiritual Growth. And you’ll stop living for yourself and this stupid, wicked world system and stop flirting with sin and get back to Church services that are designed for your actual Spiritual Growth. And you’ll start living for the Savior, storing up Treasure in Heaven, making for an eternally significant life!

	 

	But what do we see today? People want entertainment. People want to feel good. People want a man-made religion. People don’t want to attend. People don’t want to be challenged. People don’t want to commit. People don’t want to give, serve, and do anything but sit. Why? Because they’re not in this Book. People don’t want to read this Book. People don’t want to listen to this Book. And People are not taking to heart what’s in

	 

	
this Book. And then those that do, they’re chickening out and taking to the hills after hearing what’s in this Book.

	 

	“Such fear was standard for those few who experienced such unusual heavenly visions. On his way to Damascus to persecute Christians, Paul and his companions fell prostrate in the road.

	 

	After witnessing the terrifying calamities that follow the opening of the sixth seal, unbelievers during the Tribulation will cry out in terror “to the mountains and to the rocks, Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?’“ (Rev.6:16-17).

	 

	In stark contrast to the silly, frivolous, false, and boastful claims of many in our own day who claim to have seen God, the reaction of those in Scripture who genuinely saw God was inevitably one of fear.

	 

	Those brought face-to-face with the blazing, holy glory of the Lord Jesus Christ are terrified, realizing their sinful unworthiness to be in His holy presence.

	Summarizing the proper response to God’s holiness and majesty the writer of Hebrews exhorts believers to “offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire” (Heb.12:28-29)

	 

	Two – (Why John fell down like a corpse) not only because that’s what happens when you see the presence of God, but because that’s what happens when you hear the powerful judgment of God. And this is what this Book is all about, as we’ve been seeing! Jesus Christ is God in the flesh. He is the King of kings, Lord of lords, and His second coming is a coming of judgment. But, if you refuse to read, hear, and take to heart what is written in this Book and instead, refuse to read and refuse to hear and take off into the hills because of fear, then is it any wonder why the Church today (because that’s who this Book is written to) has a lop-sided view of Who Jesus is and how He is to be looked up to?

	 

	
We need to come to a proper Biblical balance. Yes, we do have a beautiful, wonderful, intimate relationship with Jesus. I will always cherish that. Yet, we must never forget He is God Almighty and that we exist to serve Him, not the other way around.

	 

	“John is the disciple who had an easy familiarity with Christ on earth. He is the man who reclined upon His bosom in the Upper Room. John was very close to the Lord Jesus.

	 

	But when he saw the glorified Christ on the Isle of Patmos, he did not go up to Him and pat Him on the back or shake hands with Him. He didn’t even try to begin a conversation. He fell at His feet as dead!

	 

	The effect of the vision upon John was nothing short of paralyzing.

	 

	My friend, since John reacted like that, we can be sure that when you and I get into the presence of the Lord Jesus, we are not going to approach Him in a familiar way.

	 

	We will fall at His feet as dead. Why? Because He is the glorified Christ today.

	And let me say that I do not like the irreverence of the “Jesus’ culture” that we see today, speaking of Him or to Him as if He were a buddy.

	 

	Nor do I like to hear someone sing or say that Jesus is a friend of theirs.

	 

	Now, you may think I am hard to please. You are right; I am. But Jesus said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you” John 15:14).

	 

	So, if you say that Jesus is a friend of yours, you must be implying that you are obeying Him.

	 

	Oh, my friend, if we could see Him in all of His glory and His beauty, we would not get familiar with Him.”

	 

	
And I really think this passage is very applicable to us today.

	Why? Because let’s be honest. After seeing this vision of the Real Jesus and hearing the news of what is to come upon the earth, what do we feel like doing? Falling down like a dead corpse? We’re absolutely shocked, stunned, and overwhelmed. We can’t move, and we look dead like a stump, right? Therefore, God knows this. So, now He moves to strengthen us.

	 

	The 6th thing we see about the vision is The Strengthening of the

	Vision.

	 

	The marvelous thing now is that He says, “Fear not.” This is the greeting of Deity addressing humanity.

	And He gives reasons why we should not fear.

	 

	Revelation 1:17 “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	And the 1st source of strength Jesus gives us is To Not Be Afraid. Do not be afraid. Afraid – Greek “phobeo” (English phobia) means – “not just to be struck with fear or seized with alarm, but to be “put to flight by terrifying or being scared away.” Now how applicable is that? After seeing this vision of the Real Jesus, and hearing the news of what is to come upon the earth, what do we feel like doing? Falling down like a dead corpse.

	We’re absolutely shocked, stunned, overwhelmed? We can’t move and we look dead as a stump?

	 

	Then, we don’t want to read this Book. We don’t want to listen to this book. We don’t take to heart what’s in this Book; instead, we run like chickens, taking to the hills after hearing what’s in it. So, what’s the first source of strength? Stop being alarmed, stop running from this Book. Stop being like these people.

	 

	
[image: Image]Inside Edition Reports: You’re in the middle of nowhere, rural Kansas, at the site of abandoned missile silo. Armed security controls the entrance to a doomsday bunker that is reserved for the wealthy elite and sales are booming.”

	 

	Larry Hall, owner: “Since the election of Donald Trump, we’ve seen a whole new demographic of people calling in, people that didn’t even know that we existed before.”

	 

	Narrator: “Larry Hall is the owner of the Survival Condo Project. These sixteen-thousand-pound doors will lock you inside. We are heading deep below the surface of the earth to an underground bunker, like no other.”

	 

	Larry Hall: “We are in a typical fourth floor residential unit and just so you know, we are more than 100 feet underground right now. You can see it’s definitely not a claustrophobic area.”

	Narrator: “They have 12 luxurious condos with fireplaces, high end appliances, jacuzzi, even windows, yes windows. High-definition TV broadcasts a live feed of the outside world right into your living room. The Price Tag for the three bedrooms, two baths, condo is $2.3 million.”

	 

	Larry Hall: “Well as the sign says, ‘Welcome to the beach.’”

	 

	Narrator: “And look at this. A swimming pool with a slide and waterfalls. Other common areas include a movie theater, a rock-climbing wall, and a shooting range. There’s even a farm that grows all kinds of fresh foods and vegetables you’ll need.”

	 

	Larry Hall: “This will grow up to 70 species of plants; Lettuce, tomatoes, carrots.

	 

	
Narrator: “The bunker runs on power sources like wind and diesel generators.”

	 

	Larry Hall: “We have enough diesel to run these generators for two and a half years.”

	 

	Narrator: “Plenty of time to ride out worldwide chaos, should it ever erupt.”

	 

	But not enough for the 7-Year Tribulation, so you’re doomed! But this is what people are doing, considering the news of what’s coming.

	Instead of getting right with God, to avoid the coming judgment of God, they actually think they can hide out from God. Which is exactly what God said the lost person will do.

	 

	Revelation 6:15-16 “Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. They called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him Who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!’”

	 

	Instead of getting right with God to avoid the coming judgment of God, they actually think they can hide from God. Good thing you’re not doing that as a Christian. Oh, how I wish that were true. Christians are just as freaked out doing stuff like this.

	 

	A young man is arranging his camera so he can video himself talking.

	 

	Young man: “Hello, is this thing on? My name is Robert and I am a survivor of the apocalypse. I have been in this food storage shelter for a few hours now. I have a few cream cakes there. I’ve been here for a few hours now and everything is getting real intense outside. I’ve heard screaming, banging and a lot of loud stuff. I don’t know how many survivors there are so I’m going to stay here and I’m going to be okay. So, as you can see, I have food storage here. It’s been a couple days now and

	 

	
it’s going to be okay. I can budget my food. These (a bag of Doritos) will last me for another 4 hours or so and then I love the cream cakes.”

	 

	Suddenly, something is knocking at the door.

	 

	Mom at the door: “Hey Robert, can you please hand me one of those cans of green beans, please.”

	 

	They spend the next few minutes talking over each other. She is trying to fix dinner while he thinks he needs to keep safe in the food storage cabinet and really doesn’t want to give up that can of green beans that could keep him alive for a while.

	 

	Robert: “I am fighting for my life and need those green beans. I don’t know how long I can hold out.”

	 

	That would be funny if it weren’t so true. How many Christians, after seeing the Real Risen Jesus and learning about the judgment to come for the lost, react in fear just like the lost, and then proceed to hide out?

	What? No! Listen to Jesus! Do not be afraid! He shared this message with the Church, so that we will share it with the lost. How to escape what is to come, not building bug-out shelters and being afraid, just like them!

	You’re acting like the lost, and you’re getting ripped off.

	Doomsday prepping companies are a multibillion-dollar industry, with the broader U.S. market estimated at around $70 billion annually, driven by sales of survival gear, food, shelters, and emergency supplies. Sales surged during the plandemic, making it a significant, growing sector fueled by global uncertainties.

	 

	In other words, fear. They are making money off you being disobedient to Jesus. Don’t be afraid. But not only that. You’re also destroying the fellowship you need to help people not to be afraid. And then on top of that, when you add the verb “tense,” it literally says, don’t be (continually fearing), literally, “stop being afraid.” In other words, He knows we’re doing it right now! This not only shows Jesus’ compassion

	 

	
for the fearful Apostle in the Lord’s awesome presence, but for you and me here today! Remember the “right hand” represents authority. And thus, Jesus, being King of kings and Lord of lords, has the ultimate authority to truly say, "Stop being afraid." And so, if Jesus tells us to stop being afraid of what is to come, then don’t you think He can back it up? Of course. So, guess what? Stop being afraid, right now! Take a chill pill! Instead of building a bug-out shelter, get out there and share the Good News of the Gospel, that the lost can escape the wrath to come. They can avoid God's judgment. They can receive the full forgiveness of their sins. They can receive the Real Risen Jesus as their Savior, not their judge. Don’t be afraid. And then, as if that wasn’t cool enough, we now have the icing on the cake. The 2nd source of strength is To Not Be Full of Worry.

	 

	Revelation 1:17 “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	I am the First and the Last. As we saw before with “I am the Alpha and Omega,” this is also telling us that Jesus has no beginning and no ending.

	Isaiah 44:6-8 “This is what the Lord says – Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from Me there is no God. Who then is like Me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before Me what has happened since I established My ancient people, and what is yet to come – yes, let him foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid.”

	 

	This is yet another Deity passage of Jesus. And this tells us that Jesus is not only God, but as God, He has it all planned out from the beginning to the end. He is in total control. He is completely sovereign over all events, not just here in the 7-year Tribulation, but every single day of our lives. So, if Jesus tells us to stop worrying about what is to come (He’s got the beginning and the end all figured out), don’t you think He can back it up? Of course! So, guess what? Stop being full of worry. Take a chill pill. After all these weeks and weeks of plowing through this

	 

	
awesome, mind-blowing, and frankly terrifying vision of the Real Jesus, God is now strengthening us, His people, with amazing, good news in the midst of the coming bad news. There’s no need to fear, and there’s no need to worry. You’re going to live the way He wants you to live. You’re going to die when He wants you to die. And it’s all going perfectly planned according to His plan, right on time. Therefore, He not only tells us to basically take that chill pill but also to enjoy the ride, enjoy the journey. It’s all okay! We win! We don’t lose!

	 

	Yet when we don’t do what He says, there’s a negative side effect.

	When we don’t live like Jesus, when we don’t obey Jesus, we’re casual, charismatic, we do fear, we do worry, we are afraid, we do hide out, we do disengage from the culture, we hide out in the closet, and even the lost know that’s not what a real Christian does.

	 

	Bill Maher: “For almost 2,000 years, Christians have been lawyering the Bible trying to figure out ‘love thy neighbor’ to turn to ‘hate thy neighbor.’ If you rejoice in revenge, you cannot say you are a follower of the guy that explicitly said, ‘love your enemies and do good to those who hate you.’ Jesus lays on that hippie stuff pretty thick. He has lines like, ‘do not repay evil with evil.’ And ‘do not take revenge on someone who wrongs you.’ Really, it’s in that book you hold up when you scream at gay people. I mean, you know, they are interpreting and then there is just ignoring. It’s ignoring if you are for torture as are more Evangelical Christians than any other religion. You’re supposed to look at that figure of Christ on the cross and think, ‘how can a man suffer like that and forgive.’ But you see, I can say that because I’m a non-Christian. Just like most Christians. First thing, I know, I’m sorry. I know you hate this, and you want to square this circle, but you can’t. I’m not even judging you. I am just saying logically, if you ignore every single thing that Jesus commands you to do, you’re not a Christian. You’re just auditing. You’re not Christ’s followers, you’re just fans.”

	 

	To believe in Jesus but not obey Jesus is what satan does, and that hurts. Even the lost know it. You say, “But you don’t do that.” That’s bad

	 

	
enough, but there’s a second horrible effect. Remember the context. We are to fulfill our sense of duty along the journey!

	 

	Remember the words “The overwhelming vision John witnessed dramatically altered him. Initially, his response was devastating fear, which the Lord removed by assurance and then by giving John a sense of duty.”

	 

	In other words, there’s a reason why we’re given these sources of strength. It’s not so we can go back to dinking around and goofing off. It’s to fulfill our sense of duty. We need to warn people about what is coming. And when you don’t do what Jesus said to do, stop freaking out, and stop worrying. I got this. Get out there and share the Gospel with the lost.

	You’re not only acting like the lost, getting ripped off, destroying fellowship, but you’re walking away from your duty. You’re going AWOL. And how many Christians have gone AWOL because they not only forget these words of assurance and sources of strength from Jesus, but they’ve also been conned by the enemy, thinking people don’t want to know when they really do.

	 

	Woman: “I don’t care about God and sure don’t want to hear about Him. I’m doing just fine on my own. Thank you. I bet He isn’t even real. Deep down I feel like something is missing, but I won’t admit it. Please talk to me.”

	 

	Young woman: “I don’t have time. I rush, deadlines, bills, pressure, oh, the pressure. There has got to be more to life than this. I need Him again in my life. But I just don’t realize it. Please talk to me.”

	 

	Young man: “Church, tell me how bad I am. Go ahead, judge me. You have all the answers. You sit there and you preview your perfect life. Yeah, right. I need a relationship with Jesus Christ. I just don’t realize it. Please talk to me.”

	 

	Young man #2: “I’m tired of how my life is going. I can tell; there has got to be another way. I’m just simply tired of going through the motions. I

	 

	
want my life to mean something. I feel like something is drawing me. If only someone would tell me what that is. Please talk to me.”

	 

	Woman: “Please.”

	 

	Young Woman: “Please. Please talk to me.”

	 

	Young Man: “Please.”

	 

	Young Man #2: “Please.”

	 

	When are we going to wake up before it’s too late? This Book is just as real as the Book of Romans. This message is just as important and life-changing as Ephesians 2:8-9.

	 

	Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”

	 

	Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

	Sharing this message in the Book of Revelation is one of the Good Works that God prepared for us to do in these last days. And the message is this. Praise God, Jesus came to offer us salvation, but if you reject Him for Who He really is, then you will receive His Judgment. Take Him as your Savior, not as your judge. It’s not comfortable, it’s not easy to hear, and if we’re honest with ourselves, it’s flat-out overwhelming. But wake up, it’s nonetheless true! And the whole time we are waffling over fear and worry, when Jesus said not to. People all around us are saying, "Please, won’t you talk to me?"

	 

	Don’t run into the hills, I need you! Don’t get casual, I need you.

	Don’t swing from the chandeliers, I need you.

	
		Please ...I want to know the truth!



	 

	

		Please…I don’t know what’s going to happen when I die!

		Please…I’m empty and lonely in my life…something’s missing!

		Please…I’ve got a hole in my heart the size of Texas and I don’t know how to fix it!

		Please…I don’t want to go to hell!

		Please won’t you talk to me???



	 

	The bottom line is this – Aren’t you glad somebody talked to you?

	Then let me challenge you today. Let’s return the favor and go talk to somebody else this week. The longer we wait, the more people around us will be in danger of this.

	 

	Several people are standing, looking at the volcano that is erupting. As it is erupting the land starts to slide off into the ocean. As it hits the water, a tidal wave starts to rise and it’s headed towards land. Ships are turned over. People in their small boats are trying to get away. But the wave keeps growing bigger and bigger. When it hits land, it is taller than the tallest building. It wiped out the airport. The plane just couldn’t go fast enough to get away from the water that is pouring on top of it. People are running for higher ground but to no avail. This wave is wiping out everything in its path.

	 

	But that’s not the only source of strength we’re given by God. The 3rd source of strength is To Not Be Afraid of Death. But we’re out of time…we’ll get to that in the next chapter!

	 

	
 

	Chapter Fifteen

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:18

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	This Book is all about Jesus Christ! You know, the one we say we love and are so thankful for all He’s done! I mean, why wouldn’t you want to learn about that? It’s an unveiling of Who He really is and what He is going to do very soon. It’s all about His sovereignty and His Lordship.

	He’s the King of kings and Lord of Lords, and He’s coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading us into the state of eternity where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, devil, or demons. Why? Because the old order of things has passed away. Behold! The coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! That’s what’s in this Book.

	 

	Revelation 1:9-18 “I, John, your brother and companion in that suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches, to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.’ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. His

	 

	
head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In his right hand, he held seven stars; and out of his mouth came a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. When I saw Him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

	 

	Wow, that sounds like some important news! That’s because it is, but as we have seen, people get it horribly wrong because of their attitude, their approach, their apprehension, with their lame excuses of why they should never study this Book. They say it’s all doom and gloom, bad for you. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you see it’s an exciting thrill ride. In fact, it is one of the most exciting books in the Bible. It’s chock-full of so much good news: God will not only stop all the evil and suffering, but, for us who are saved, we are saved for an amazing, mind-blowing future, as we have seen since we began this journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	Right off the bat, this amazing book reveals the Real Risen Jesus Christ! The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you; it’s not here to scare you; it is here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed. And the American Church is doing just that by not teaching the Book of Revelation, which shows us the Real Risen Christ, but it also exposes the false idol of Jesus that the American Church has made Jesus into. They say God is our buddy, or that Jesus is our homeboy, lawn boy, or rock star. They are not teaching that Jesus is the King of kings, Lord of lords, not the Master of the Universe, the one Who reigns over all creation. And this lack of teaching on the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus and produces a fake Christianity and fake

	 

	
Churches, full of fake Christians! Fortunately, God tells us how to spot them.

	 

	“Fake Christians practice sin without repentance.”

	 

	Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father Who is in Heaven will enter. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ ‘And then will I declare to them, I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’”

	 

	Narrator: “In this passage Jesus teaches that not everyone that calls him Lord will enter Heaven, but only those who do God’s will. And some will say wait; didn’t we do all these good things? And to that Jesus will respond to them, I never knew you. You may have done those things, but you actually are workers of lawlessness. Now I know that we all sin and mess up, but I would argue that fake Christians are comfortable living in sin and have no intention of repenting. People who messed up big time in the past were David and Peter, but they grieved and repented. And the reason why is because true Christians will hate their sin and do everything they can, to turn from it.”

	 

	“Fake Christians hate other Christians.”

	 

	I John 2:9-10 “If anyone claims, ‘I am living in the light, ‘but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person is still living in darkness. Anyone who loves another brother or sister is living in the light …”

	 

	Narrator: “In this passage, John teaches anyone who claims to follow Christ but holds hatred towards fellow believers is still living in spiritual darkness, because true faith is marked by love. You see, hate, bitterness, and division all reveal a heart that is apart from God. Real Christians forgive. They love even when it’s hard and they pursue unity, because they know that they have been forgiven much.”

	 

	
“Fake Christian can deceive people.”

	 

	Matthew 7:15-16 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles?”

	 

	Narrator: “In this passage, Jesus warned His followers to be aware of false prophets who dress like sheep but are actually wolves. What Jesus was getting at was that people who appear to be one of God’s people, but are dangerous like a wolf, would attack others when given the opportunity. And this is where it can get scary. Because satan’s followers do not play fair and they will try to deceive. So, the applications of real Christians here would always be watchful, and to know that our enemy is real and we need to stand ready.”

	 

	Which means they could be sitting right next to you, right now! Not to freak you out, but that’s the reality of fakers in the Church today. This is what you get when you don’t preach the Book of Revelation.

	Religious people, who aren’t even saved, come into the real Church to destroy it. And that’s why God tells us just how important this Book is, this unveiling of the Real Jesus Christ, that is written to the Church, really is. And it’s not that hard to figure out. Even dogs know the difference, as you see here.

	This video is of a lady interviewing different dogs.

	 

	Lady: “Why are you here, you are just a dog?”

	 

	Dog: “Even dogs know that Jesus is the truth, woman.”

	 

	Lady: “Amen Dog!”

	 

	Another lady is speaking to a dog.

	 

	Lady: “What is one thing that you wish you could tell your owner?”

	 

	
Dog: “You can’t say you’re hungry for God and still be snacking on sin.”

	 

	Lady: “What is the biggest lie your owner ever told you?”

	 

	Dog: “He said we were going to Church and then got in the car without me. That’s some Judas type betrayal.”

	 

	Lady: “He makes Judas look nice. What’s your owner’s red flag?”

	 

	Dog: “They gave their kids Bibles but no Bible lessons. Moses stole my toys last night.”

	 

	Lady: “Why are you mad at your owner?”

	 

	Dog: “They call themselves Christians, but this house is real secular. They ain’t fooling the Lord.”

	 

	Lady: “Why don’t you play fetch anymore?”

	Dog: “Because I’m chasing Christ now, woman. Because a tennis ball ain’t saving me.”

	Lady: “Amen Mr. Sausage.”

	Mr. Sausage is right. Even dogs know. To believe in Jesus but not obey Him is what satan does, and the Church is full of these people. This is the fruit of not getting the Real Jesus from the Book of Revelation – fake Christians, fake Churches, and religious people who are useless, not useful, fruitless, not fruitful, and fake, not real. What the Book of Revelation brings is – who you really are, who you really worship, and what you really live for. It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church today, that’s full of fakers.

	 

	That is exactly what we saw in verses 1,4 and 11, where John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	
Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,” Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.” Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	The audience, the recipient of this message, is us. This unveiling of the other side of Jesus was given to show, not to this world, not those nasty people out there, it was given to show His servants, us the Church.

	The world needs to know this Real God and the Real Judgment coming. The apostate Church needs to know this, the Real Jesus and the real danger they are in. You’re not useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel! Therefore, John puts us in a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message and get it out, no matter what! Then John gives us a spiritual preview of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	Then John gives us the identity of the message.

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of Who it is that’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. He gives us the context of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	 

	John also gives us the setting of the vision!

	 

	
Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	We also saw the saying of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	The ninth thing we see about the vision is the Symbol of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:12 “ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.”

	 

	Here we see that Jesus Christ is in the midst of the seven golden lampstands, and there’s no mystery about it. In verse 20, we saw Seven Golden Lampstands speaking of us, the Church. Which shows us that Jesus is not walking on the shores of the Sea of Galilee healing people.

	 

	Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	
		The 2nd symbol of Jesus Christ is Someone Like the Son of Man.

		The 3rd symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Dressed with a Robe and Sash.

		The 4th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Standing Among His People.



	Revelation 1:14 “His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes were blazing like fire.”

	
		The 5th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone White as Snow.

		The 6th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone with Searing eyes.



	 

	
Revelation 1:15 “His feet were like bronze, glowing in a furnace and His voice was like the sound of rushing waters.”

	 

	
		The 7th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone with Sizzling Feet.

		The 8th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Sounding Like Raging Water.



	Revelation 1:16 “In his right hand he held seven stars and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”

	
		The 9th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Holding Seven Stars.

		The 10th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone Speaking with a Sword.

		The 11th symbol we see of Jesus Christ is Someone with a Shiny Face.



	 

	Then, in the last chapter, we saw the 10th thing we see about the vision is the Stance of the Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:17 “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	After seeing this vision of the Real Jesus and hearing the news of what is to come upon the earth, what does John do? John falls down like a dead corpse. He’s absolutely shocked, stunned, overwhelmed; he can’t move, he looks dead as a stump. Why? Because that’s what happens when you see the presence of God. Unlike most professing Christians today, who are charismatic, casual, or even cavalier. Charismatics are rolling around on the floor, covered in goosebumps and laughter. Casual Christians are showing up whenever they want, serving if it works for them, watching YouTube videos for their so-called spirituality, giving their time, treasure, talents, tongue, when they feel like it. Yet the Biblical example from John, Daniel, Isaiah, Job, and Habakkuk, when they encountered the presence of God, was that the fear of God struck them in

	 

	
their bones, they trembled, fell to their knees, shut their mouths, and cried out, “Woe is me.”

	So, here’s the point. Gee, could it be that since the Church isn’t teaching on the Book of Revelation, let alone the rest of the Bible, that these Charismatic, casual, cavalier, professing Christians don’t know the Real Jesus, and that’s why they behave like this? I think so, they have the wrong Jesus. The Bible says of the Apostle John, “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead.” That’s the response to the Real Risen Jesus! The 6th thing we see about the vision is the Strengthening of the Vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:17 “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	After seeing this vision of the Real Jesus and hearing the news of what is to come upon the earth, what should we do? Falling down like a dead corpse. We’re absolutely shocked, stunned, and overwhelmed. We can’t move, and we look dead like a stump, right? But we can’t stay there. God has a mission for us. We are to get this vision of the Real Risen Jesus out to people.

	 

	The 1st source of strength Jesus gives us is to Not Be Afraid. Stop being alarmed, stop being afraid, stop building bug-out shelters like the lost. Get out there and share the good news of the Gospel, so that the lost can escape the wrath to come. They can avoid God's judgment. They can receive the full forgiveness of their sins. They can receive the Real Risen Jesus as their Savior, not their judge. Do not be afraid.

	 

	The 2nd source of strength is To Not Be Full of Worry. “I am the First and the Last.” As we saw before with “I am the Alpha and Omega.” This is also telling us that Jesus He has no beginning and no ending. And this tells us that Jesus is not only God, but as God, He has it all planned out from beginning to end. He is in total control. He is completely sovereign over all events, not just in the 7-year Tribulation, but every single day of our lives.

	 

	
So, if Jesus tells us to stop worrying about what is to come (He’s got the beginning and the ending all figured out), don’t you think He can back it up? Of course! So, guess what? Stop being full of worry! Take a chill pill! Get out there and talk to people. Don’t run to the Hills, they need you! Don’t get casual, they need you! Don’t swing from the chandeliers, they need you! They want to know the truth! They want to know what’s going to happen when they die! They’re living empty and lonely lives. They admit something’s missing! They got a hole in their hearts the size of Texas and don’t know how to fix it! They don’t want to go to hell! Please get out there and talk to them. This is why God is strengthening us. After this awe-inspiring, fear-inducing vision of the Real Risen Jesus, get out there and share the Gospel! But that’s not the only source of strength we’re given by God.

	 

	Revelation 1:18 “I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

	 

	GREEK: “Even the One Living! And I was dead and Notice! I am Living, into the Ages of the Ages! And [I am] holding the keys of Death and of the Hades!”

	The 3rd source of strength is To Not Be Afraid of Death. I am the Living One; I was dead. Living One – Greek “zao” contrast with “bios” (physical life) “Zao” – has more of the idea of “spiritual life” and/or “manner of life/living.” So, here Jesus is reminding us not only that He has a “physical bios,” but that He is Spiritual life itself. His life is the manner of life we should be living. But when it comes to His physical “bios” life, He at one point in time died. I was dead – “nekros” means “lifeless as in a dead corpse.” Literally “He became dead.” The Body of Jesus Christ really did die at one point in time. And this passage contrasts between a single event in history (the death) and a continuous state of existence (the living One).

	 

	Therefore, we are strengthened to know that Jesus died for our sins. And we are strengthened to know that Jesus was resurrected and lives today, showing that He was an acceptable sacrifice for our sins. But the

	 

	
best part of strengthening is the next phrase. And it’s so important that we have the use of the word Behold. Behold - Greek – “idou” means – Look, see, pay attention! Jesus is stressing the importance of what He’s about to share. He wants you to really, really pay attention! This is serious stuff!

	This word is used 25 times in the Book of Revelation alone. This is something very important to behold or consider. This is the same word used elsewhere in the Scripture at important junctures.

	 

	
		1st at Jesus’ birth

		2nd at Jesus’ baptism

		3rd at Jesus’ temptation

		4th at Jesus’ resurrection

		5th at Jesus’ ascension

		6th at Jesus’ 2nd coming (Revelation 1:7 ‘Behold He is coming with the clouds)



	And so, we see here that Jesus is about to share with us yet another amazing truth. He doesn’t want us to miss it. So, pay attention. Okay, so pay attention to what? Behold, I am alive forever and ever. Literally in Greek - “living I am” – I exist as the living One, and I used to be among the dead, but now Jesus is the One, ongoing, continual, living. His very Being is ongoing. This is the One Who is our Savior. And this is our hope. He has always existed, but He has now captured eternity for us.

	 

	Forever and ever – Greek “aion” literally means “eons to eons” – ages tumbling upon the ages. Jesus is a living, ongoing Being into the ages. Into periods that roll on top of the other periods. And here’s the wild, scary, but true dichotomy presented to the world – the Real Jesus shares a Tale of Two Destinies. The lost will continue to exist age on top of age, in utter darkness and pain and suffering with the devil. But the saved will spend age, upon age, upon age, upon age, forever in bliss with God. And here’s where the strengthening of the Church comes in: we not only have peace with God through His death and resurrection. We not only have the hope to be with God forever and ever in Heaven. But the “manner in which we get to Heaven,” be it the rapture or be it death, is completely under His control. Therefore, don’t be afraid of dying.

	 

	
Narrator: “Even the most secure believer can have occasions when he fears death. It is hardwired into our systems to avoid death. We are to remain Holy, living in Paradise, in communion with Him. The introduction to death was a response to the admissions of sin into the world. The sudden succession of life is a stark reminder of our lack of control. The real aspects of death came and potentially caused fear. What exactly does it feel like to die? What can you see when your life leaves your physical body? How will it come about? Is there a bright light? The Bible does describe what happens.”

	 

	II Corinthians 5:6-8 “So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”

	 

	Narrator: “And in Philippians 3:20-21 it says we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”

	 

	Philippians 3:20-21 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”

	Narrator: “The Apostle Peter showed a fear of death when he denied Jesus three times.”

	 

	Acts 5:17-42 “Many don’t trust God to provide for their needs, so they take matters into their own hands. These people must certainly fear the loss of control upon their deaths. The apostle Peter showed a fear of death when he denied Jesus three times. Later Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit, and all fear of death was gone.”

	 

	Narrator: “The Christian view of death is that it involves separation. In physical death we are separated from our bodies and from our loved ones. If they are also believers, we know that the separation will be short. If they are not believers, the separation will be permanent. Staying in the truth of

	 

	
God’s word and believing what He says about us and the world around us, will give the proper perspective and take away fear.”

	 

	I John 3:1-2 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called the Children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear Friends, now we are Children of God, and what we will be, has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”

	 

	As whom? The Living One, Who was dead, but behold, is alive forever and ever, and so shall we, if we’re true Born-again Christians. Don’t be afraid of death. And in case you still don’t get it, He now says, “And I hold the keys of death and Hades.” Keys – Greek “klice” (kleis) means – “Key, in Scripture, represents authority.” Hades – Greek “hades” (hah’-dace) means – “Describing the Greek underworld, a dark cavernous place of hell.” Later usage simply implied “the grave” or “place of the departed dead.” Death – Greek “thanatos” means – “death of the body, the separation of the soul and the body by which the life on earth is ended.”

	 

	So, in a nutshell, what we have here is simply an amazing symbol of authority and control. This is why we do not have to fear dying, nor where we go when we die, and go through death’s door. Jesus Christ has the keys.

	 

	“Jesus is the one who has the keys of Death and of Hades. Some imagine that the devil is somehow the “lord of Hell.” Some imagine that the devil has authority or power to determine life or death. Clearly, they are wrong, for only Jesus holds the keys of Death and of Hades. And we can trust that Jesus never lets the devil borrow the keys.”

	 

	And so, guess what? That means Jesus will make sure you make it through the right door.

	 

	Hebrews 2:14-15 “He (Jesus) also became a human being, so that by going through death as a man He might destroy him who had the power of

	 

	
death, that is, the devil; and might also set free those who lived their whole lives a prey to the fear of death.”

	 

	I John 3:8 “Now the Son of God came to earth with the express purpose of undoing the devil’s work.”

	 

	Colossians 2:9-10,15 “Yet it is in Him (Jesus) that God gives a full and complete expression of Himself in bodily form. Moreover, your own completeness is realized in Him, who is the ruler over all authorities, and the supreme head over all powers. And then, having drawn the sting of all the powers and authorities ranged against us, He exposed them, shattered, empty and defeated, in His own triumphant victory!”

	 

	Jesus defeated death, hell, the grave, and the devil. Therefore, we don’t need to be afraid of dying.

	 

	“During His earthly ministry, Jesus demonstrated that He was not only “the way” and “the truth,” but He also demonstrated that He was “the life,” in numerous ways.

	The Law of Moses stated that lepers were unclean (Lev. 13:44-45). They were to be separated from others and to cry ‘unclean! unclean!’ in order to warn others of their presence.

	To touch a leper or any of his clothing made one unclean and also carried the very real risk of infection. It was unthinkable to touch a leper!

	 

	Yet when lepers approached Jesus for healing, Jesus did the unthinkable, He touched them! But instead of Jesus getting leprosy, the lepers got “Jesus” they were instantly healed (Mat. 8:3; Mark 1:41; Luke 5:13)!

	 

	Why?

	 

	Because Jesus is “the way” “the truth” and “the life,” therefore it is impossible that He could ever be defiled.

	 

	
Instead, His life-giving power went out to others in the performance of healing and miracles and the restoration of the dead to life, and the resurrection from the dead. (Mark 5:41-42; Luke 7:14-15; Luke 8:54-55; John 11:43-44).

	 

	So, what are you afraid of? Don’t be afraid, don’t worry, don’t be afraid of dying. Get out there and get the Gospel out! And boy, is that comforting or what? That we not only don’t need to be afraid, but we also don’t need to worry, we don’t need to fear the devil, and neither do we need to fear death. Every one of those will stop you dead in your tracks and keep you from sharing the gospel. Yet Jesus strengthens us by reminding us that we not only live the way God wants us to live, but we will die the way & time & manner that God wants us to die. So, knowing that, just get out there and save as many as you can. Like this guy.

	 

	“The movie Hacksaw Ridge tells the true story of a young man named Desmond Doss. Doss grew up as a follower of Jesus who had strong beliefs about not killing, even in war. So, he became a medic.

	 

	He was openly harassed for this decision. He even faced a court martial before all charges were dropped.

	But during the Battle of Okinawa, Doss’ unit was told they would have to join the fight to secure Hacksaw Ridge. Many lives were lost.

	 

	Doss, however, did not leave as he continued to hear the cry of injured soldiers. Instead, Doss sought out the wounded and carried them to safety.

	 

	Then he would pray, “Lord, help me to find one more!”

	 

	As you can see here…

	 

	This is a clip from the movie “Hacksaw Ridge.

	 

	The sky is dark with smoke and fires are burning from the bombs that have dropped. The ground is completely destroyed. You can hear planes

	 

	
flying overhead. Three Japanese soldiers are walking towards what is left of the American barricade. They come upon some Americans that are still alive. One American soldier sees them coming closer and shoots one of the Japanese soldiers while another Japanese soldier shoots the American. One of the remaining American soldiers runs and takes cover where some other Americans have hidden. One of the guys in the hole has been shot and asks for Morphine to help with the pain. He is a doctor and he checks out the other soldiers. As he proceeds, he calls back to one that was shot.

	 

	Doctor: “Sarge, are you alright?” Sarge: “Yeah, get out of here.” Doctor: “I’m coming back.”

	He puts another wounded soldier over his shoulders and starts carrying him out of this war zone. The Sarge is left lying there, watching to see if the Japanese are going to find him. He sees another one of his soldiers climbing into the safety of the hole when a shot rings out and the soldier falls. After a couple seconds he gets up and goes to be with the Sarge. It’s the doctor coming back for another wounded soldier. They know the Japs are coming closer and will kill them all. The doctor lays a tarp down on the ground in front of the Sarge.

	 

	Sarge: “What are you doing?”

	 

	Doctor: “I’m going to drag you.”

	 

	He starts pulling the Sarge and the Japanese come over the ridge, firing shots at them as he keeps pulling the Sarge. He is trying to run as fast as he can, but it’s not easy. The Japs are getting closer. Fortunately, the Sarge is able to shoot his rifle, killing some of the enemy. When they reach the cliff that drops to the beach, the doctor ties a rope around the Sarge and then pushes him off the cliff. The Japanese are getting closer. He is trying to hold on to the rope so that the Sarge doesn’t hit the beach too hard. He hides behind a boulder to keep from getting shot while still lowering the

	 

	
Sarge. Finally, the Sarge is on the ground, and the American soldiers are taking him to the medic.

	 

	Sarge: “Put me down, the doc is still up there.”

	 

	As they look up to the top of the cliff, the doc has tied a rope around himself and jumps, with the Japanese right behind him. He now has another wounded soldier that he is trying to lower to the beach. The Japanese are now on the edge of the cliff shooting at the two men hanging over the edge. The rope had run out before they could get to the ground.

	But as the Japanese start shooting at the two men hanging on the rope, all the Americans that have been on the beach start firing at them. Several Americans begin to climb up the side of the cliff to reach the doc and his wounded soldier before they are killed. The doctor is in a state of shock as now he can breathe, the other soldiers are gathering around him saying, ‘It’s okay, it’s okay.’

	 

	It’s alright, it’s been a rough week, saving souls, but you’re safe among your brothers, the Church. We got your back, soldier. That’s how it should be.

	“This is what God does. He doesn’t abandon the cry of the dying. This is what makes the Triune God different from all other gods. Jesus came to seek and save the lost. This meant He had to get in the muck and mire with us and our sin.”

	 

	And today He sends His children to do the same. To cry out, “Lord, help me to find one more!” Just like Doss, just go get another one, will you? The facts are, you were born on time, and you will die on time.

	 

	Job 14:5 “You have decided the length of our lives. You know how many months we will live, and we are not given a minute longer.”

	 

	That means no bullet, no person, no circumstance, no battlefield, will change it. If it’s not your time, you ain’t going nowhere. You’re invincible in Christ. And this is what Jesus is telling us. Get out there on

	 

	
the battlefield of life. Get out there in satan’s domain. Get out there in the enemy’s territory and save as many as you can. Don’t be afraid of the bullets of life. Don’t be afraid of the enemy’s arrows. Don’t worry about your life. Don’t be afraid of death. Why? Because Jesus Christ is the Living One. He was dead. But behold, He is alive forever and ever! And He holds the keys of death and Hades. Therefore, enjoy the ride, stop worrying, stop being afraid, you were born on time, and you’re going to die on time. Make the most of it for Jesus while you’re here. And, if we do die, because one day it’s going to happen, unless the rapture happens first, you still don’t need to worry. Because God gives you what’s called dying grace. He gives you the grace to die.

	 

	Dwight Moody, awoke from sleep shortly before he died, said: “Earth recedes. Heaven opens before me. If this is death, it is sweet! There is no valley here. God is calling me, and I must go.” And Moody’s son said, “No, no, Father. You’re dreaming.” And Moody replied, “I am not dreaming. I have been within the gates. This is my triumph; this is my coronation day! It is glorious!”

	 

	Augustus Toplady, preacher and author of the hymn, “Rock of Ages”: “The consolations of God to such an unworthy wretch are so abundant that He leaves me nothing to pray for but a continuance of them. I enjoy heaven already in my soul.”

	Lady Glenorchy: “If this is dying, it is the pleasantest thing imaginable.”

	 

	John Pawson, minister: “I know I am dying, but my deathbed is a bed of roses. I have no thorns planted upon my dying pillow. In Christ, heaven is already begun!”

	 

	Adoniram Judson, American missionary to Burma: “I go with the gladness of a boy bounding away from school. I feel so strong in Christ.”

	 

	John A. Lyth: “Can this be death? Why, it is better than living! Tell them I die happy in Jesus!”

	 

	
Martha McCrackin: “How bright the room! How full of angels!”

	 

	Mary Frances: “Oh, that I could tell you what joy I possess! The Lord does shine with such power upon my soul!”

	 

	Sir David Brewster, scientist and inventor of the kaleidoscope: “I will see Jesus; I shall see Him as He is! I have had “the light” for many years. Oh, how bright it is! I feel so safe and satisfied!”

	 

	A Moslem woman, whose child had died at 16 years of age asked a Christian missionary, “What did you do to our daughter?” The missionary replied, “We did nothing,” But the mother persisted, “Oh, yes, you did!

	She died smiling. Our people do not die like that.” As it turned out, the girl had found Christ and believed on Him only a few months before. Fear of death had gone, and hope and joy had taken its place.

	 

	And finally, a Chinese communist, through whom many Christians had been executed, said to a Pastor: “I have seen many of you die. The Christians die in a different way. What is your secret?”

	I’ll tell you the secret. Jesus Christ is the Living One. He was dead, but behold, He is alive forever and ever! And He holds the keys of death and Hades. Therefore, enjoy the ride. You were born on time; you’re going to die on time. So, make the most of it for Jesus while you’re here!!! Get the Gospel out! But what if it’s a painful death? Even there you don’t have to worry! Dying Grace kicks in there as well.

	 

	The Story of Polycarp

	 

	“Around 165 AD there was an astounding Christian man of the Early Church named Polycarp. There was intense persecution taking place at this time as Christians were blamed for everything from bad weather to crop failure.

	 

	To prove their loyalty to Caesar, believers in Jesus were required to swear and burn incense. If believers did so, it equated to denying our Lord

	 

	
(which they would not do), so as a result scores were promptly put to death.

	 

	Soon it was Polycarp’s turn and as he entered the stadium, there came a voice from heaven: ‘Be strong, Polycarp, and act like a man.’ And no one saw the speaker, but those of our people who were present heard the voice.

	 

	The proconsul asked if he was Polycarp. And when he confessed that he was, the pro-consul tried to persuade him to recant, saying, ‘Have respect for your age. Swear by the Genius of Caesar, repent. Swear the oath, and I will release you; revile Christ,’

	 

	Polycarp replied, ‘For eighty-six years I have been his servant, and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?’

	 

	But as the Proconsul continued to insist, saying, ‘Swear by the Genius of Caesar,’ Polycarp answered…

	‘If you vainly suppose that I will swear by the Genius of Caesar, as you request, and pretend not to know who I am, listen carefully: I am a Christian. Now if you want to learn the doctrine of Christianity, name a day and give me a hearing.’

	So, the proconsul said: ‘I have wild beasts. I will throw you to them, unless you change your mind.’

	 

	But Polycarp said: ‘Call for them! For repentance from better to worse is a change impossible for us.’ Then the Proconsul said to him again: ‘I will have you consumed by fire, since you despise the wild beasts, unless you change your mind.’

	 

	But Polycarp said: ‘You threaten with a fire that burns only briefly and after just a little while is extinguished, for you are ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and eternal punishment, which is reserved for the ungodly. But why do you delay? Come, do what you wish.’

	 

	
So, a crowd swiftly collected wood and kindling from the workshops and baths and when the pyre was prepared and placed around him; they were also about to nail him, he said:

	 

	‘Leave me as I am; for he who enables me to endure the fire will also enable me to remain on the pyre without moving, even without the sense of security which you get from the nails.’ So, they did not nail him, but tied him instead.

	 

	The men in charge lit the fire. And as they did, a miracle took place. A mighty flame blazed up, but it took the shape of an arch, like the sail of a ship filled by the wind.

	 

	It completely surrounded Polycarp and instead of the smell of flesh burning, it smelled like bread baking. There was also a very fragrant odor, as if it were the scent of incense or some other precious spice.

	 

	And when the lawless men eventually realized that his body could not be consumed by the fire, they ordered an executioner to go up to him and stab him with a dagger. And when he did this, there came out a large quantity of blood, so that it extinguished the fire.

	And the whole crowd was amazed that there should be so great a difference between the unbelievers and the elect.”

	 

	The Story of John Hooper

	 

	“The year was 1555 and his crime was that he refused to turn from the truth. He was not going to deny his Protestant beliefs and accept the Pope as the head of the Church of England. And so, Mr. Hooper was burned at the stake.

	 

	After Hooper forgave the man who made the fire, it was lit, but the fire builder had used green wood, and even when it finally caught, the wind blew the flames away from Hooper.

	 

	
A second fire was lit, but it only burned low, not flaring up as it should have. The fire was lit the third time but even that didn’t do much good because of the wind.

	 

	Even when Hooper’s mouth was black and his tongue swollen, his lips continued to move until they shrank to the gums. He knocked on his breast with his hands until one of his arms fell off.

	 

	Hooper was in the fire for over forty-five minutes, suffering patiently even when the lower part of his body burned off and his intestines spilled out. Now he reigns as a blessed martyr in the joys of heaven that are prepared for the faithful in Christ.”

	 

	The Story of Thomas Hawkes

	 

	“The year was also 1555 and Thomas Hawkes was condemned with six others to be burned at the stake. Their crime? They refused to turn from the truth and place themselves under the authority of a dead Church.

	 

	And just before his death, several of Hawke’s friends asked him a favor. You see, they were afraid for their own lives and wondered how long true faith could stand in the midst of the fire.

	So, Thomas Hawkes agreed that if the pain was tolerable and his mind was still at peace, that he’d lift his hands over his head.

	 

	And when he had been in the fire so long that he could no longer speak, his skin had shrunk, his fingers had been burned off, and everyone thought he was dead, Thomas Hawkes suddenly raised his hands over his head and clapped them together three times!

	 

	And the people there – especially those who understood his gesture – broke into shouts of praise and applause as Thomas Hawkes sunk down into the fire and gave up his spirit to be with the Lord.”

	 

	
And this dying Grace for Christians, when you need it most, is still at work today.

	 

	Narrator: “Christians may well be the most persecuted religious group on the planet and harassment can range from life to loss of livelihood”

	 

	Paul Marshall, Hudson Institute: “Including discrimination you’re talking 600 to 700 million Christians.”

	 

	Brian Grim, PEW Forum Researcher: “In about 2/3rd of the world Christians, with one stripe or another, face some sort of harassment.”

	 

	Narrator: “It goes back to the time of Jesus’ and His disciples. But it has been increasing rapidly in this new century.”

	 

	David Aikman, Christian Journalist/author: “Christians in numerous countries are under a huge amount of pressure, either from the government or from the society in which they find themselves.”

	 

	Narrator: “Throughout the 20th century, communist countries caused the most problems for Christians, but today the fear is shifting to the Muslim world. Open Door USA tracks this persecution and puts out a watch list every January, of the worst offenders. Open Door President Carl Moeller says, ‘In this year, the top ten are Islamic countries. Back up in the top ten is because of the brutal attacks, like the massacre of 58 Christians in a Baghdad Church this past October.”

	 

	Paul Marshall: “The level of brutality is almost unbelievable.”

	 

	Dr. Carl Moeller, Open Doors U.S.A.: “We’re actually, labeling a religious side, as extremist, they want to exterminate all Christians from the country of Iraq.”

	 

	Narrator: “Muslim extremists in Pakistan have been killing Christians at an increasing rate for what they call blasphemy against Islam and their prophet Mohammad.”

	 

	
Carl Moeller: “Christians are being accused of blaspheming Islam by converting from Islam to Christianity.”

	 

	Narrator: “This violence is even happening in Muslim countries that are seen as more secular.”

	 

	Paul Marshall: “Christians are being killed on religious grounds in Turkey. That’s new. There is really an unwillingness to accept the fact that Christians have become an endangered species in some countries of the world.”

	 

	Carl Moeller: “It can result in imprisonment, torture, and even martyrdom for Jesus Christ.”

	 

	But you don’t need to be afraid, don’t worry, not even of death. Listen to the strengthening words of Jesus. Remember the context. The Book of Revelation unveils the Real Jesus and the reality of His soon coming judgment, including upon those who mess with His kids. And that means, we might have to die for our faith, but take heart. Right now, today, listen to your Master, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus Christ is the Living One. He was dead, but behold, He is alive forever and ever! And He holds the keys of death and Hades. So, make the most of it for Jesus, while you’re here. Get the Gospel out. Witness to anyone and everyone, including even those who are trying to kill you. Like this man.

	 

	700 Club Interactive Reports: “Nazeen is a former Hezbollah fighter trained in the art of Jihad. And was ready to die for his faith. While in jail he had an encounter that dramatically changed his life.”

	 

	Nazeen: “When an Iranian, Hezbollah, shows up in Israel, everyone wants to know why you come here.”

	 

	700 Club: “You were born in Iran; you were a Hezbollah fighter for three years?”

	 

	
Nazeen: “I was on my way to the United States to convert Christians into Islam. And I had illegal passports at that time. I was arrested, put in jail in Malaysia. I was a dedicated Muslim. I prayed the prayers, and I read the Quran every ten days, cover to cover. I was very dedicated. Then while I’m spending my time in jail, one day as I was praying, a man appeared in front of me, normal size, but his being shined this light which was not a normal light. This light carried identity in it. You knew that He was Holy and He is just. And instantly I knew that I am not. I prayed so many prayers, and I fasted so much, and I had read the Quran, I had volunteered to work on land mines. I had participated in hunting people, trying to please Allah. I knew that even though I had kept all the rules and regulations of Islam, I knew that I am not just and I am not holy. And I knew that the only just thing for Him to do is to kill me. But I didn’t want to die. So, I ran to the corner of the room and literally held my head in my arms and cried out, forgive me, forgive me. And I didn’t think He would forgive me because He was just. I felt his touch on my left shoulder and He said, ‘I forgive you.’ And I felt a weight just lifted off me. I knew I was forgiven, but I don’t know how. I was confused, so I said, ‘I don’t understand, only God can forgive me. Does that mean you are God? But you are a different God than the one I have been studying about. This is not Allah. So, who are you to forgive me today?’ And He said, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life.’ And I thought, that is very powerful and it means a lot. Because when you are a Muslim and you pray, show me the straight path. So, way is the direction, truth is something you measure, life is a source, but He claims to be all those three. I never thought a person, the truth is a person, and life is a person, and all of them are the same person. So, I said, ‘I don’t understand. What is your name?’ And He said, ‘Jesus Christ. And somebody grabbed all of my bones out of my body and I just fell, like a piece of meat. I fell to the ground and I began to weep.”

	 

	700 Club: “What changed after that?”

	 

	Nazeen: “It’s like you’re not being color-blind anymore. And suddenly you see other colors again. And you realize the world is so much more beautiful than you ever thought. If you asked me what made the world so colorless, it’s the hatred, the anger that’s in your heart by being a Muslim.

	 

	
God didn’t design us to hate, He didn’t design us to want to see someone dead, He did not design us for these things. These are the designs of satan.”

	 

	700 Club: “At the end of our interview, Nazeen offered a prayer for those on both sides of the war in Israel.”

	 

	Nazeen: “The Lord loved the world, the whole world, the people of the world so much that You sacrificed, Jesus Christ so that we would not perish but have eternal life. I pray today that the revelation of Jesus Christ would go forth amongst the Muslims and the sons of Ishmael. I pray that you will go forth because Ishmael is thirsting for the revelation of Lot, for the revelation of Jesus Christ, for the revelation of salvation. Father, I pray that there will be a hand of protection that would protect Isaac on every front, not only in Israel, but all around the world. Give us dreams, visions, wisdom to speak peace in this war. In Jesus’ mighty name I pray. Amen”

	 

	He saw a revelation of Jesus Christ; he fell down like a piece of meat, like somebody removed his bones. Just like John, Daniel, Isaiah, Job, and Habakkuk, he got saved. But he admitted this revelation of the Real Risen Jesus is what the whole world needs. Including Muslims. That is why God gave us this book, to the Church, the revelation of Jesus Christ. It’s not just for us, but for us to share with the world. Don’t be afraid, don’t worry, and don’t fear death! Get out there and share the life-giving Gospel.

	 

	
 

	Chapter Sixteen

	————————————

	


Revelation Chapter 1:19-20

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As we have been seeing, this Book is all about Jesus coming again to rule and reign over the entire planet, very soon, and leading into the state of eternity, where there will be no more death, dying, crying, mourning, pain, or devil and demons. The old order of things will have passed away, and the coming New World Order of Jesus Christ! That’s what’s in this book. Who in their right mind wouldn’t want to study this book? It’s full of great news, right? So, we’re going to continue that amazing journey.

	 

	Revelation 1:19-20 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven Churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven Churches.”

	 

	That sounds like some important news, but as we saw before, people don’t study the Book of Revelation, and if they do, they get it horribly wrong, for several reasons – their attitude, their approach, and their apprehension towards the Book. They think they can’t understand it, and it’s all doom and gloom, bad for you. But when you actually read the Book of Revelation and interpret it correctly, you find that it is full of so

	 

	
much good news. All about how God will not only stop all evil and suffering, but also, for those who are saved, provide an amazing, mind-blowing future. That is what we saw as we began this journey. The Book of Revelation is about Jesus Christ.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants what must soon take place; and He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John.”

	 

	Right off the bat, we are given the purpose statement, a revelation of the Real Risen Jesus Christ. The Book of Revelation is not here to wow you or scare you; it’s here to unveil another side of Jesus that has been concealed. The American Church is doing that by not teaching the Real Risen Christ! This lack of teaching the Book of Revelation is what feeds this misconception about Jesus and produces a fake Christianity and fake Churches full of fake Christians. Fortunately, God tells you how to spot them with even more signs.

	 

	Fake Christians Have Empty Words

	Matthew 15:7-9 “You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: ‘This people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. And in vain do they worship me.’”

	Narrator: “In this passage, Jesus rebukes the Pharisees even though they sounded nice and Holy because despite their words to God, their hearts were far from God, and their worship was ultimately empty. So, for fake Christians today, they can talk, pray and say all the right things and even quote Bible verses and quote theology, but not have their words backed by a life that believes those words. So, note that true Christians do what they say, and if they don’t, they at least try to.”

	 

	Fake Christians Mix Other Religions with Christianity

	 

	I Timothy 4:1-2 “Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits

	 

	
and teachings that come from demons. These people are hypocrites and liars, and their consciences are dead.”

	 

	Narrator: “In this passage Paul warns that in the last days, people who call themselves Christians will abandon the true faith and that they will follow deceptive teachings and doctrines that were taught by hypocrites. Today there are quite a few Christians that think that multiple roads can lead to God in Heaven, but if you look at this passage in I Timothy, it tells us that there are certain teachings that can take us away from the true faith. Paul continues and tells us that beliefs that get us to lose sight of the true Gospel are actually lies that originate from demons. And some examples that I can list off the top of head of this, are toxic beliefs of manifesting what you want, or getting guidance from horoscopes or fortune telling. Note that Christians should not be mixing the beliefs and practices of other faiths with true doctrine. So, for true believers, they must learn to not put their hope in anything that can compete with Jesus and the true faith, because demons will do their best to dilute true doctrine.”

	 

	Religious people who aren’t saved lead themselves and others into hell with a false Gospel and a false Jesus. That’s why God tells us just how important this Book, this message unveiling the Real Jesus Christ, that’s written to the Church, really is. This message came from the very throne of God, given to the very Son of God, then to an actual angel of God, and then to a top disciple of God. In verse 2, John tells us that it’s the actual Word of God speaking the Words of God. Then verse 3 says that there’s a threefold blessing from God. You need to get into this Book so that you can be useful, not useless, fruitful, not fruitless, real, not fake, and it’s not that hard to figure out. Even dogs know the difference, as you see here.

	 

	Narrator: “Going to Church no more makes you a Christian than going to a Chinese Restaurant makes you Chinese. Going to a garage doesn’t make you a car and going to a Church doesn’t make you a Christian. But a lot of people go to Church on Sunday, just to check the guilt box. But it’s not enough. Reading the Bible doesn’t make you a Christian. Praying

	 

	
doesn’t make you a Christian. Singing Christian songs with Christian people doesn’t make you a Christian in Church on Sunday morning. There has to be a time in your life, when you personally and publicly make Jesus Christ the Lord of your life.”

	 

	Why? Because He’s coming back as the King of kings, Lord of lords, and if He’s not your Savior, you will get Him as your judge. And you don’t want that. But the American Church isn’t teaching the Book of Revelation, so that people can get the Real Risen Jesus and the Real Gospel, they’re getting religious, not saved. And the Church is full of these people who go to Church services their whole lives but end up in hell. This is the fruit of not getting the Real Jesus from the Book of Revelation, fake Christians, fake Churches, religious people who are useless, not useful, fruitless, not fruitful, fake, not real, headed to hell. The Book of Revelation brings out who you really are, who you really worship, and what you really live for. It’s the antidote needed for a dying, distracted, apathetic, dry, stale, worldly, sinful, ineffective Church of today full of fakers. That is what we saw in verses 1, 4, and 11, where John reminds us to whom this Book is written.

	 

	Revelation 1:1 “to show His servants what must soon take place,” Revelation 1:4a “John to the seven Churches in the province of Asia.” Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	The recipient of this message is us. This unveiling shows us the other side of Jesus. It was given to show, not this world, not those nasty people out there; it was given to show His servants, us the Church.

	Because the world needs to know the Real God and the Real Judgment coming, and the apostate Church needs to know the Real Jesus and the real danger they are in. You’re not being useful if you, too, like them, are freaking out or hiding all this under a bushel.

	 

	Therefore, John gets us into a healthy spiritual position to handle this bittersweet message. In verses 3,4,5, & 6, he got us blessed up, graced

	 

	
up, peaced up, assured up, faithed up, and stirred up, to get the message out, no matter what. Then John gave us a spiritual preview of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So, it is to be. Amen.”

	 

	And then John gave us the identity of the message.

	 

	Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, Who is, and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty.”

	 

	And John finishes by giving us a rapid-fire list of who’s coming back. He emphasizes three attributes of God to show us that the return of Jesus is absolute. Then he gives us the context of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:9 “I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.”

	Then John gives us the setting of the vision.

	Revelation 1:10 “On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet.”

	 

	And then we saw the saying of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:11 “which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and sent it to the seven Churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

	 

	The 9th thing we saw about the vision is the Symbol of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:12 “ I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned, I saw seven golden lampstands.”

	 

	
In verse 20, we saw that the Seven Golden Lampstands refer to us, the Church. Which shows us that Jesus is not walking on the shores of the Sea of Galilee healing people.

	 

	Revelation 1:13 “And among the lampstands was someone ‘like the son of man,’ dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.”

	 

	Jesus Christ is someone like the Son of Man. He is someone dressed in a robe and sash, and He is someone standing among His people.

	 

	John tells us in verses 14, 15, and 16 that Jesus has a head and hair as white as snow, with searing eyes. He is someone with Sizzling feet, sounding like raging water, holding seven stars, speaking with a sword, and has a shiny face. Then we saw the stance of the vision.

	 

	Revelation 1:17 “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	After seeing this vision of the Real Jesus, John falls to the ground like a dead man. He is absolutely shocked, stunned, and overwhelmed. He can’t move…He looks dead as a stump! Why? Because that’s what happens when you see the presence of God. Unlike most professing Christians today, who are charismatic, casual, or even cavalier. Casual Christians are showing up whenever they want, serving if it works for them, and watching YouTube videos for their so-called spirituality. Giving their time, treasure, talents, and tongue when they feel like it. No commitment, totally casual, and cavalier.

	 

	Yet the Biblical examples from John, Daniel, Isaiah, Job, and Habakkuk show that when they encountered the presence of God, the fear of God struck them in their bones; they trembled, fell to their knees, shut their mouths, and cried out, "Woe is me!" We also saw the strengthening of the vision.

	 

	
Revelation 1:17 “When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	After seeing this vision of the Real Jesus, what should we do?

	Falling down like a dead corpse, but we can’t stay there. God has a mission for us. We are to get this vision of the Real Risen Jesus out to people. Do not be afraid, stop being alarmed, stop building bug-out shelters like the lost. We are to get this vision of the Real Risen Jesus out to people. Get out there and share the Good News of the Gospel, so that the lost can escape the wrath to come. They can avoid God's judgment.

	They can receive the full forgiveness of their sins. They can receive the Real Risen Jesus as their Savior, not their judge. “Do not be afraid and full of worry. I am the First and the Last.”

	 

	As we saw before with “I am the Alpha and Omega.” This tells us that Jesus is not only God, but as God, He has it all planned out from beginning to end. He is in total control. He is completely sovereign over all events, not just in the 7-year Tribulation. But every single day of our lives. So, guess what? Stop being full of worry. Take a chill pill. Get out there and talk to people. Don’t run for the hills, they need you! Don’t get casual, they need you! Don’t swing from the chandeliers, they need you! They want to know the truth! They want to know what’s going to happen when they die! They’re living empty and lonely lives. They admit something’s missing! They have a hole in their hearts the size of Texas and don’t know how to fix it! They don’t want to go to hell! Please get out there and talk to them.

	 

	Next, we saw the third source of strength is not be afraid of death.

	 

	Revelation 1:18 “I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

	 

	“I was dead.” We are strengthened to know that Jesus died for our sins. “I am the living One.” And we are strengthened to know that Jesus was resurrected and lives right now, today. “Behold, I am alive for ever

	 

	
and ever,” shows us that Jesus is the One who is ongoing, continual, living, and has now captured eternity for us. The lost will continue to exist age on top of age in utter darkness and pain and suffering with the devil.

	But the saved will spend age upon age forever in bliss with God. And here’s where the strengthening for the Church comes in. We not only have peace with God through His death and resurrection. We not only have the hope to be with God forever and ever in Heaven, but the way we get to Heaven – be it the rapture or be it death- is completely under His control. Therefore, don’t be afraid of dying because you were born on time and you’re going to die on time. So, what are you afraid of? Get out there and get the Gospel out! Don’t be afraid, don’t worry, don’t be afraid of dying.

	 

	Every one of those will stop you dead in your tracks and keep you from sharing the Gospel. Yet Jesus strengthens us by reminding us that we not only live the way God wants us to live, but we will die the way, time, and manner that God wants us to die. So, knowing that, just get out there and save as many as you can. Be like Doss …

	 

	Then he would pray, “Lord, help me to find one more!”

	This is why God is strengthening us! After this awe-inspiring, fear-inducing vision of the Real Risen Jesus, don’t be afraid, don’t worry, don’t be afraid of dying.

	Revelation 1:19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now, and what will take place later.”

	 

	GREEK: “Write then [the] things you saw and [the] things which are [right now], and [the] things which [are] destined to happen following these things.”

	 

	The 12th thing we see about the vision is the Stated Purpose of the Vision. And this brings us to the classical (Three-fold Outline of the Book).

	 

	Things you saw – Chapter 1 – (the glorified Messiah – the Real Jesus)

	 

	
Things right now – Chapters 2&3 – (the Church then and Church now) Things destined to happen following these things – Chapters 4 on – (the tribulation, millennial kingdom, Great White Throne, etc.)

	 

	But remember, these orders to write what John saw, sees, and will see are not just for John. John wrote it down for the Church. Now the Church (just as the rest of the Bible) needs to share what we saw, what we see, and what we will see. Jesus Christ died, He Lives, and He’s Coming Back again. And you would think that if we truly appreciated what God did in allowing His own Son to be murdered on our behalf, that we would tell someone else. Unfortunately, I think we’ve become either totally oblivious to the amazing sacrificial act God performed on our behalf, or we’re just flat-out ungrateful. Which is why the next two chapters are about God judging His Church. Why? Because Jesus Christ died, He lives, and He’s coming back again. This is serious stuff. We need to share this before it’s too late.

	 

	One day it’s really going to happen! If any person on the planet rejects salvation in Christ, they will be crushed under the wrath of Christ. And they will spend eternity forever and ever and ever and ever and ever and ever and ever and ever in hell!!! But the Good News is that they don’t have to! Jesus Christ is the Living One. He was dead, but behold, He is alive forever and ever! And He holds the keys of death and Hades.

	Therefore, they don’t have to go to hell! They don’t have to be crushed by the wrath of God. They can go to Heaven! Won’t we at least give them a fighting chance and say something? And just to make sure the Church realizes that this really is the love/warning message that the Church is to share with the world. The chapter ends with a reminder to whom this is being sent, the Church!

	 

	Revelation 1:20 “The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven Churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven Churches.”

	 

	
GREEK: “The mystery of the seven stars, which you saw upon My right [hand], and the seven golden lamp holders: the seven stars are messengers for the seven Churches, and the seven lamp holders are the seven Churches.” Now I’m not going to belabor what this passage means because we’ve been through it several times before. Seven stars are the seven messengers to the Churches, not Angels. Angels – Greek “angelos” means – “angel or messenger.” Probably the Elders of the Church – the ruling body: Why? Angels do not govern the Churches; elders do. We do not receive messages from angels for the direction of the Church today.

	The direction of the Church is by the body of Elders, not angels. The seven lampstands are the seven Churches. That’s us, not the lost.

	 

	But I will remind us that it shows us that we are under the authority of God. We are under God's scrutiny. We are given a mission from God – to be the light bearers in this dark world. Unfortunately, in this day and age, we not only have forgotten who the Real Jesus is, but we have also forgotten the real message of Jesus. And that is this: we are to violently resist the evil tides of this world and ourselves. And we are to instead boldly proclaim the glorious Gospel of Christ, even if we must suffer for it, don’t be afraid. Why? So that others can escape the ultimate suffering to come. Not just God’s wrath in the 7-year Tribulation, but God’s wrath forever and ever in a place called hell. Which is also warned about in the Book of Revelation.

	 

	Revelation 14:9-11 “A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name.’”

	 

	Revelation 20:10-15 “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. Then I

	 

	
saw a great white throne and Him Who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from His presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”

	 

	Revelation 21:7,8 “He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

	 

	What’s the problem? The Church to which this book was given is not reading, hearing, or taking to heart what is written in this Book.

	Because of that, they are not being blessed. They are worshiping an idol, a Jesus of their own making. Because of that, they are not warning people to flee from the wrath of God during the 7-year Tribulation. But they are likewise never begging people to receive Jesus as Savior today, so they won’t receive Him as judge in the future and go to hell forever. Hell is the silent “H word” in the Church today. But it’s nonetheless real. And this is also what we are to warn people about, according to the Book of Revelation. It’s not just to flee hell on earth for 7 years; it’s flee from hell, through Jesus, for all eternity. And Jesus is the only way for that. So, get out there and share the Gospel.

	 

	Folks, the Bible is clear: Jesus died and rose again from the grave so that none of us would have to go to Hell. That is the Good News. But the bad news is what? The response of the people. What do most of them do? They shrug off God’s offer like it’s no big deal. It’s as if they say, “So what God if You’re Holy and I’m not! What’s the big deal? Besides, I don’t have time for that religious stuff.” Kind of sounds like today, doesn’t

	 

	
it? And people, that’s why the punishment for ignoring God’s gracious offer is still the same today! If we refuse to ask Jesus to forgive us for our sins, one day we’ll be tied hand and foot, thrown into a dark place called hell, full of weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

	 

	Why? Because that’s how Holy God is. He does not mess around with sin committed against Him. But herein lies our problem. Instead of listening to Jesus and taking heed to His warning about hell and getting saved, most people put forth objections to hell as to why they say it cannot be true. For instance…

	 

	The 1st objection to hell is called Universalism. And what universalism would have you and me believe is that everybody will be saved, regardless of their actions or beliefs, and thus nobody goes to hell because there’s no need for it. But folks, if this were true, then why do we need to share the gospel? I mean, if everybody’s going to heaven, then why evangelize? But folks, the truth is, Jesus did tell us to evangelize, right? Furthermore, if universalism is true, then wouldn’t this mean that the devil himself will eventually go to heaven? Yet, the Bible says that Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil, not to save him. And besides, universalism denies the clear teaching as we’ve already read about two eternal places, heaven and hell, not just one.

	 

	Oh, but that’s not all. The 2nd objection to hell is that if there is hell, it’s only temporary. You see, some people think that those who end up in hell will somehow, someway eventually be able to get out. They say it’s just too harsh to be tormented forever. But folks, that’s not what the Bible says.

	 

	Matthew 25:46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

	 

	Now, you can’t get any more cut and dried than that. How long is eternal life? Forever, right? Therefore, in the exact same text, there is, “How long is eternal punishment?” Just as long, isn’t it? People, hell is not temporary. It’s just as forever as heaven is forever.

	 

	
Oh, but that’s not all. The 3rd objection to hell is called Annihilationism. And here is what people do: Since they can’t deny the texts that clearly reveal that hell exists, they once again try to soften the harshness of God’s retribution by saying something like this. “Well, if hell does exist, then people who go there don’t suffer endlessly. No! They simply cease to be, or in other words, they’re annihilated.” Like this guy is now saying.

	 

	Narrator: “This is Kirk Cameron, and Kirk Cameron stumbled on a new view of hell which is entirely and utterly unbiblical.”

	 

	Kirk Cameron: “If you guys have a position that you can share with me, I will gladly change my mind.”

	 

	Paul Washer: “Most of these popular guys, when it comes to the doctrine of hell, they’ll go, ‘we only want to teach on the words of Jesus.’”

	 

	John MacArthur: “What are we talking about?”

	Kirk Cameron: “I used to hold the position of conscience eternal torment. That was what I was taught by the people that I love and trust.”

	Paul Washer: “Now when they say that they are either immoral or stupid.”

	 

	John MacArthur: “There are those that claim to be preachers, who don’t ever talk about hell, wouldn’t talk about hell, avoid it at all costs. When the truth of the matter is it should be the first thing that we talk about when we talk about the Gospel.”

	 

	Narrator: “Now, what’s this new concept? This new truth? What has Kirk Cameron learned about hell?”

	 

	Kirk Cameron: “I learned that there are other positions and a very robust argument can be made for conditionalism or annihilationism as Edward Fuge deposits here.”

	 

	
John MacArthur: “What is it that we want people saved from? That is the compelling question.”

	 

	Kirk Cameron: “The beauty of this is that we are always learning and growing and I’m open to new light.”

	 

	John MacArthur: “The answer to that question, as far as Scripture is concerned, is a simple answer. We want to see people saved from eternal punishment. Conscious existence, conscious life, in a body resurrected and suited for everlasting punishment. The Bible speaks of that as occurring in a place that we know as hell.”

	 

	But folks, that’s not what the Bible says.

	 

	Revelation 20:7,10 “When the thousand years are over, satan will be released from his prison. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

	 

	Now, according to our text, it’s pretty obvious that the beast and the false prophet haven’t been annihilated there in hell, have they? No! They’re still alive, suffering torment in hell after being there for 1,000 years! Besides, annihilation would not be a punishment. It would be a release from punishment. And since the Bible declares that hell is a place of punishment, annihilation can’t be true.

	 

	Oh, but that’s not all. The 4th objection to hell is this: “Why doesn’t God just reform people?” And, yes, this may sound logical, but it totally misses the point. You see, the Bible does teach that God tries to reform people. It’s just that the time for this reformation is right now.

	And it’s simple. If you don’t want to experience God’s forgiveness or His personal reformation right now in this life, then God will honor your decision. And that’s why, in reality, people send themselves to hell!

	 

	Oh, but that’s not all. The 5th objection to hell is this: “Isn’t eternal damnation a bit overkill?” And I’d have to admit that this seems to make

	 

	
sense at least from our point of view. But think about it from God’s point of view. He tells the stars to move, and they obey. He orders the planets to whirl, and they obey. He looks at mountains and says, ‘Be lifted up, ' and they obey. He tells valleys, ‘Be cast down,’ and they obey. He looks at the sea and orders them to come this far, and no more; they obey. And then He looks at you and says, ‘Come,’ and you go, ‘No!’” And this is why hell is not overkill. Are you kidding? Do you have any idea how wicked our rebellion against God is? Everything in the world obeys Him except us.

	Who do we think we are? Hell isn’t overkill! It must exist just as long as a Righteous God exists. Why? Because only eternal punishment can suffice for sins against an Eternal God. Besides, without eternal separation, there could be no heaven. Why? Because evil cannot exist in heaven, or it would cease to be heaven! There must be eternal separation!

	 

	Oh, but that’s not all. The 6th objection to hell is that Hell has no redeeming value. But stop and think about it. What we’ve been studying for the last 7 chapters. God is Holy, and all of us have committed unholy sins against Him! Therefore, hell satisfies the justice of God for the sins committed against the Holiness of God. That’s how great and fearful a standard His Holiness is. And besides, an awful punishment fits the nature of an awe-inspiring God. Those who, by their own choice, refuse to give God glory in this life will be forced to give Him glory in the afterlife, via torment. And furthermore, the Bible is clear. Hell’s primary purpose, or “value” if you will, was not for people. It was for the devil and his demons.

	 

	Matthew 25:41 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons.”

	 

	The Bible is clear, hell was originally created for the devil and his demons, not people. But since people have rebelled against God, just like the devil, then to hell you will go, as this man shares.

	 

	
“Think for a moment of what the devil has done. And if you could design a place to make him pay for what he’s done in your life and the lives around you, what kind of place would you design?

	 

	Well God, has designed just a place. It’s called hell. And hell was originally designed by God to make the devil pay for bringing evil and rebellion into His creation. It was a place where God’s anger, His rage, His wrath would go uncut, unbridled, and uncensored.

	 

	It was designed with the devil in mind, not people. But hell does not discriminate between a person and a demon. It’s like a woodchipper that you throw big logs and branches into to grind them up into mulch.

	 

	And this is what hell is. It’s God’s divine woodchipper. Nobody cringes when they see a log ground up. But imagine if someone grabbed a log and as they threw it in there, a piece of the limb grabs their pants and starts to pull them in. What would you do?

	 

	Would you not grab them? Would you not pull them? Would you not scream, ‘Turn it off! Turn the machine off!’ Why? Because that chipper was not designed for grinding humans, but that chipper doesn’t care if it’s a human or if it’s a log or if it’s a rock or a stone. It is designed to crush!

	And so, it is with hell. It doesn’t matter if it’s a demon or a human. It was designed to crush and destroy and heap pain, suffering, and agony on rebellious angels that dared to rebel against God.

	 

	There is no escape. There is no turning back. They are doomed! And so, it is with anyone who has the audacity to rebel against God, human or devil. The divine woodchipper is there to suck them in!”

	 

	Even though hell was originally created for the devil and his demons, there is no discrimination! If you don’t want to receive God’s gracious offer of forgiveness through Jesus Christ, then to hell you will go! You’ll get sucked in just like the demons!

	 

	
Oh, but that’s not all. The 7th objection to hell is that Hell is life on earth. Besides, if there is hell, I’ll get to party with all my buddies. But anybody who makes this statement has obviously never read the Bible.

	They’ve obviously never studied what hell is like. And I personally like Dr. Mal Couch’s study on hell.

	 

	“Picture a time that just continues to tumble on and on forever, never ending, never slowing down, the same years and decades of torment, regret, sorrow, pain, blanketed darkness, nights never ending, constant consciousness,

	 

	lostness, aloneness, loneliness, rumblings from the pit, groans, torturing fire, choking smells, unending and unending, no letting-up, no relief, no comfort, never resting, never ceasing, never relenting, no end in sight,

	 

	one hundred years rolling into another one hundred years, slowly turning over into a thousand years, painstakingly evolving into another thousand years, and finally into a million years,

	 

	the same grinding pain, the continual bone-racking agony, screams upon screams, weeping upon weeping, echoing sighs upon sighs!”

	Now, I don’t know about you, but if that’s your idea of a party, I’m not going. I don’t care how many times you invite me. And the point is this. Those who end up in hell will wish it were only as bad as life on earth. And I guarantee you there won’t be any partying. Life on earth is the only “hell” the Christian will ever know. But life on earth will be the only “heaven” the non-Christian will ever know!

	 

	Oh, but that’s not all. The 8th objection to hell is that only “rotten” people go to hell. But this is actually one of the biggest lies from the pit of hell! You see, the Bible teaches that all people are currently headed for hell and that there is no neutral position.

	 

	
John 8:42,44 “Jesus told them, If God were your Father, you would love me, because I have come to you from God. For you are the children of your father the devil, and you love to do the evil things he does.”

	 

	Now, the Bible is clear. We either belong to God or we belong to whom? The devil, right? People, there is no “middle road.” We are all considered rotten because of our rotten sins! And we only cease to become a child of the devil and become a child of God when we get saved. Not one second sooner, not one second later. And how ironic it is that those who think there’s a “neutral” position out there, not only still belong to the devil, but they’re still on the way to hell. And gee, I’d say that’s a pretty good trick of the devil, how about you?

	 

	The 9th objection to hell is that Hell is unfair. A good and loving God would never allow such a place to exist. Now that sounds so wonderful, but it’s absolutely unbiblical. You see, it’s precisely because God is good that He must judge all. God must punish wickedness, otherwise He couldn’t be loving or good. Would it be loving if God allowed people to get away with the murder, rape, torture, etc. that we all know never make it to court or even get found out? Would it be loving or good for God to allow Hitler or the 911 terrorists to enjoy eternal bliss in heaven without having to deal with their wicked deeds? How loving is that? And it’s precisely because God is good and loving that He not only will judge all, but He’s also provided a way out of it. And remember, He didn’t have to.

	 

	Therefore, the point is this. Throw up any objection you want, but if you’re going to be true to the Scripture, you cannot deny the necessity of a hell. And if you do, it only shows you don’t understand the Holiness of God, let alone why Jesus died on the cross for your sins. He’s trying to save you from Hell. No wonder Jesus spoke more about hell than He ever did about heaven. I mean, it only makes sense that if God really loved us, He would warn us about such a place, right? And people, that’s precisely what He did! And this is what God has told us to do in the Book of Revelation. John wrote it down and sent it to us to get God’s message out,

	 

	
not only flee from hell on earth for 7 years, but also to flee from hell forever.

	 

	And how sad it is that even though Jesus, out of love for you and me, clearly warned about the horrible nature of hell, some people still ignore Him! But get this, what’s even more shocking than that, is that it’s not only non-Christians who refuse to believe in hell, but even so-called Christians who refuse to believe in hell! And talk about the ultimate irony. Those who’ve been saved from hell no longer believe in hell. And one of the ways they show this denial of hell is their refusal to evangelize.

	I mean, even an atheist knows better than that!

	 

	“An atheist said to a Christian one time, “If I believe what you Christians say you believe about a coming judgment, and that rejecters of Christ will be lost eternally in hell, then I would crawl on my bare knees on crushed glass all over the city, warning men, night and day, to flee from the coming day of God’s wrath!”

	 

	How sad it is that Christians who’ve been entrusted with God’s message of love and grace and forgiveness through Jesus Christ, to escape hell, could actually give a rip about sharing that same message?

	Therefore, in hopes to scare the “hell” out of you if you’re not a Christian and scare the “hell” into you if you are, I’m going to share a video that gives the best description of the nature of hell.

	 

	Matthew 18:8: “Who of us can dwell in consuming fire? Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning? If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out.”

	 

	Matthew 25:41: “Far from the illusion that satan and his followers will one day reign in Hell, God created Hell as a place of punishment for satan and his angels. Satan is aware of his destiny. Jesus Christ declared: ‘the eternal fire has been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”

	 

	
Revelation 12:9-12 “Satan knows that ‘he has only a short time,’ so he ‘deceives the whole world’ desiring to bring as many people down with him as possible.”

	 

	Narrator: “The Book of Revelation states of satan’s future:

	 

	Revelation 20:10 “and the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone and they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

	 

	God’s Word declares:

	 

	“They will respond and say to you, ‘Even you have been made weak as we, you have become like us. Your pomp and the music of your harps have been brought down to hell; maggots are spread out as your bed beneath you, and worms your covering’”

	 

	Isaiah 14:9-19 “How you have fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, you said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God. Nevertheless, you will be thrust down to hell, to the recesses of the pit, like a trampled corpse.”

	Narrator: “Satanist Anton LaVey wrote in the Satanic Bible:”

	“If everyone goes to hell, then you will meet all your friends there. Open wide the gates of hell, to greet me as your brother and friend.”

	 

	Narrator: “Contrary to the Father of Lies, God’s Word describes Hell as the place where God pours out His wrath upon the wicked.”

	 

	God’s Word declares:

	 

	Romans 2:5,6, & 9 “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to every man

	 

	
according to his deeds. ‘There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil.’”

	 

	God’s Word speaks of a terrifying expectation of judgment:

	 

	Hebrews 10:26-31 “Certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and of raging fire which consumes the enemies of God, severer punishment for we know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.’ It is a terrifying thing to fall in the hands of the living God.”

	 

	Will Hell be a “good time”?

	 

	“Contrary to the Father of Lies, Hell will not be a place of friendship and rock music, but of misery, darkness and isolation. The only thing you will hear from others are their cries of torment.”

	 

	Jesus Christ warned:

	Matthew 8:12 “The subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside into darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

	II Peter 2:17 “The wicked for whom the black darkness has been reserved.”

	Narrator: “Some rock musicians have tried to get their fans to believe that there are no consequences to their sin, encouraging them to ‘imagine there’s no hell below us.’ Volcanoes serve as a foreboding warning that the center of the earth is actually hotter than the sun.”

	 

	God’s Word states:

	 

	Malachi 4:1 ‘“Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire,’ says the Lord Almighty.”

	 

	
Matthew 13:42 “They [the Holy angels] will throw them into the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

	 

	The Lord says:

	 

	Jeremiah 21:12 “My wrath will break out and burn like fire because the evil you have done [it will] burn with no one to quench it.”

	 

	Isaiah 66:24 “for their worm shall not die and their fire shall not be quenched; and they shall be an abhorrence to all mankind.”

	 

	Narrator: “Contrary to Sting’s video, God’s Word declares that there is no rest for the wicked in Hell.”

	 

	Revelation 14:11 “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night.”

	 

	Matthew 25:41, 46: “Then He will say to those on this left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepare for the Devil and his angels.’ Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

	II Thessalonians 1:7-9 “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of His power.”

	 

	God’s Word says of the homosexuals destroyed in Sodom and Gomorrah:

	 

	Jude 7 “They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire.”

	 

	Narrator: “Far from being a big party, the Bible describes Hell as a place of excruciating pain and torment. Contrary to satan’s ridiculous lie, the kegs will not be flowing, and there will not be even one drop of beer to quench one’s thirst.”

	 

	
Jesus said of the rich man in Hell:

	 

	Luke 16:24 “So he called to him [from Hell], ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this flame.’”

	 

	Jesus described Hell as a place of great weeping and gnashing of teeth:

	 

	Matthew 24:51, 25:30 “Will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. I throw out the worthless servant into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

	 

	Revelation 9:5; 13:10; 20:10 “Agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes.” “Would be tormented with burning sulfur.” “And they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

	 

	God’s Word also describes Hell as a “lake of fire.”

	“But the beast [Antichrist] was captured, and with him the false prophet. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur and the Devil was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet were thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

	 

	Revelation 19:20; 20:10, 14-15; 21:8 “If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire, the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars, their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

	 

	Jesus Christ warned:

	 

	Mark 8:36 “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul?”

	 

	
Narrator: “If you refuse to turn to Jesus Christ for eternal life, you too will go to the lake of fire, FOREVER!”

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say hell is one place you don’t ever want to go to. How about you? Because it’s not only horrible, but once you get there, you are never ever getting out! And that’s why I beg you…Please, please don’t go to hell! But if you’re here today and you are a Christian, then don’t act like hell isn’t real, by never talking about it, and certainly don’t try to soften it; it’s supposed to sting, it’s supposed to scare. It’s like the guy who said, “Hey man, listen, I don’t want to scare them off with all this hell talk stuff.” Excuse me? Think about it. Where are you going to scare them off to? Hell #2? What in the world is the option here? There isn’t any! You’re either going straight to heaven or you’re going straight to hell. Or you resort to these statements.

	 

	You try to soften the existence of hell by saying, “Hey man, you don’t want to have a Christless Eternity, do you?” Excuse me? What in the world is a “Christless Eternity?” What does a “Christless Eternity” mean to a person who doesn’t know Christ? In fact, this is their problem. They already don’t know Christ, and they think they’re fine. So how does the phrase “Christless Eternity” help them realize that unless they get right with Jesus Christ, they’re going to hell! Answer? It’s not! It’s actually hurting them, not helping them!

	 

	Another statement trying to soften the existence of hell is, “Hey, don’t you want to go to heaven?” Well, duuuuh! Excuse me? Of course, people want to go to heaven! Who in the world does not want to go to heaven? And again, this is precisely their problem. Most people already think that they’re already going to heaven, yet the Bible says without Jesus Christ, you ain’t going to heaven, you’re going to hell! It’s not just not going to heaven, it’s please don’t go to hell!

	 

	Oh, but that’s still not all. Another statement people use to try to soften the existence of hell is, “Hey man, you need to get saved.” And I must admit, that’s a little bit better, but saved from what? A bad life? A mediocre existence. A chicken dinner? A zit, a pimple? What? Saved from

	 

	
what? Don’t assume people know what you’re talking about because guess what? They don’t! And again, this is their problem. You need to spell it out and say, “You need to get saved, alright, you need to get saved from hell!” I didn’t say that. Jesus did! In fact, you keep that attitude up, so-called Christian, one day you might end up with one of these letters...

	 

	“What if you had a friend who died without knowing Jesus as their personal Savior? What if he or she went to hell? What if one day you received a letter in the mail from beyond? A letter from your friend in the flames of eternal torment.”

	 

	Friend: “I’ve been thinking about you. You’re a Christian. You told me so yourself. We talked about it three different times a day. You laughed it off. You changed the subject. I mean it came up right before the wreck. Well the question I can’t get out of my mind is, why haven’t you ever told me about how to become a Christian? You say you’re my friend, but if you really were, you would have told me about Jesus. You would have told me how to escape this terrible place that I’m headed for. I can feel my heart pounding in my chest. The angels that have been chosen to cast me into hell are coming down the hallway. I can hear their voices. I could have been told that. I have heard of this hell. They call it the ‘Lake of Fire’. I can’t stand it Zack, I am terrified. The angels are at the door. Oh no, no, they’re coming in and pulling at me, carrying me out of the room. I can already smell the burning sulfur and brimstone. I am without hope. We’re coming closer, closer, closer. My heart is bursting with fear. They are holding me over the flames. I am damned forever. They are throwing me in – fire, pain, hell. Why didn’t you ever tell me about Jesus? Signed, your friend, Josh. P.S. (Demons are calling) Wish you were here. Wish you were here.”

	 

	When we refuse to talk about hell, or try to soften hell, make excuses for hell, people in hell have every right to say that! Wish you were here! How dare we keep our mouths shut! And so, taking nothing for granted, even here today, I will open my mouth again as a Christian. I don’t know if you’re saved, but if you’re not, I plead with you once again.

	 

	
Heaven is real, but so is Hell. I beg you, Please Don’t Go to Hell. Go to heaven. Receive the merciful love of God before it’s too late, amen?

	 

	This is what the Book of Revelation is all about. The wrath of God is coming. King Jesus is coming back. And we, the Church, are to encourage people to receive Him now as Savior, so they won’t receive Him as their judge. Whereupon they will not only experience 7-years of hell on earth, but hell for all eternity. So, let’s get out there and share the Gospel, amen?

	 

	And it’s precisely because the Church refuses to listen to the Real Jesus, and it’s precisely because the Church refuses to obey the real message of Jesus, that the Church will now be judged by Jesus. And that’s exactly what we’re going to see in the next two chapters.

	 

	
How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit. (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I now invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	In Jesus’ name. Amen.

	 

	
Notes

	————————————

	https://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/nas/revelation/1.html https://biblehub.com/text/revelation/1-1.htm https://archive.org/stream/66-Revelation/66-REVELATION_djvu.txt https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#1a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#2a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#3a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#4a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#5a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#6a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#7a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#8a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#9a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#10a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#11a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#12a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#13a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#14a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#15a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#16a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#17a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#18a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#19a https://www.preceptaustin.org/revelation-1-commentary#20a https://www.gotquestions.org/historicism-historicist.html https://www.gotquestions.org/idealist-Revelation.html https://www.gotquestions.org/preterist.html https://www.preceptaustin.org/the_millennium https://www.preceptaustin.org/the_millennium_2 https://www.preceptaustin.org/the_millennium_3 https://www.boundless.org/blog/god-s-sovereignty-two-stories/

	 

	
https://www.godtube.com/blog/a-mans-cell-phone-went-off-in-church-and-he-never-went-back.html

	https://www.gty.org/sermons/1290/a-jet-tour-through-revelation https://www.gty.org/sermons/66-1/back-to-the-future-part-1 https://www.gty.org/sermons/66-2/back-to-the-future-part-2 https://www.gty.org/sermons/66-3/the-certainty-of-the-second-coming https://www.gty.org/sermons/66-4/the-vision-of-the-glorified-son-part-1 https://www.gty.org/sermons/66-5/the-vision-of-the-glorified-son-part-2
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‘Democracy Dies in Darkness

LA. CATHOLICS WARNED
AGAINST STARING AT SUN

July 10

» R

By Associated Press

OPELOUSAS, LA. -- Opthamologists are warning some Roman
Catholics here that they may harm their eyes if they stare at the sun in

hopes of seeing a religious phenomenon.

Some Catholics have been staring at the setting sun for 15 minutes or
more the past couple of weeks, hoping to see "the miracle of the sun," or

"the dancing sun."

Fast, informative and written just for locals. Get The 7 DMV newsletter in your
inbox every weekday morning.

The faithful were told to look into the sun by south Louisianians who
returned June 21 from a pilgrimage to Medjugorje, Yugoslavia, where
the Virgin Mary is said to have appeared to some children.

"The travelers reported seeing the miracle in the sun at Medjugorje,
where they saw the sun change colors and discs moving and covering the
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