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	To my brother, Jim.

	 

	As I look back on this life,

	I am amazed and humbled

	at the manifold wisdom of God.

	 

	What I mean is this.

	Of all the people

	that the Lord would ordain

	to overshadow me,

	via an only older brother,

	it was and is you.

	 

	Thank you for the sharing of your time, 

	your patience, your wisdom, and very life in me.

	It has proven to be an investment in God’s hands,

	to help mold me into a responsible man.

	 

	At times, you have been more than a brother to me,

	but a father figure as well, when I needed it most.

	Thank you, Jim.

	I love you.
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Preface

	 

	My very first encounter with a Seventh Day Adventist person was long after I was saved in my fourth Pastorate. He was a nicely dressed man with a pleasant demeanor, at least first. In no time he got down to business and asked if the Church I Pastored would allow him and his fellow Seventh Day Adventists to rent our facility when we weren’t using it, you know, like Saturdays. At first, he was happy and cordial and seemingly respectful towards me, but of course, as soon as I informed him that I was going to be the bearer of bad news, things went downhill. I proceeded to explain to him the Biblical dilemma I had of allowing a cult use our facility and how this would be disobeying God’s commands to not give aid to those propagating false teachings and false gospels, leading people astray. Needless to say, his demeanor changed, and as we went back and forth on doctrinal differences, and seeing that he couldn’t get me to reverse my position, he became angry and indignant. I thought to myself, “Why the sudden change? What kind of so-called Christianity is this?” It reminded me of Jesus’ words, “You look good on the outside but inside you are full of dead man’s bones,” and “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.” But I’ll never forget what he said next as he stamped out the door, “You’re the only Church that said no to letting us use their facilities.” That’s when it hit me. How in the world could so many Churches have allowed the false perverted gospel of Seven Day Adventism into their Sanctuary and actually aid them in leading people astray? This is why I was so excited to finally be able to do this study, in order to inform true born again Christians of the dangers and false teachings of this pseudo-Christian cult and encourage real believers to obey God by not giving anyone assistance who are leading others straight into hell. One last piece of advice; when you are through reading this book, will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                                                                                                                                           Billy Crone

	   Las Vegas, Nevada

	2020

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	Date Setting &

	Works Based False Gospel

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	This Seventh Day Adventists study is a continuation of our larger examination: World Religions, Cults & The Occult. You might think, hey, wait a minute; Adventists believe there were six days of creation and God rested on the seventh. They also accept the advent of Jesus Christ. So, they must be a Christian organization, right? Wrong answer! And that is what we’re going to see. Of all the cults we are studying, this one is a kind of a sleeper cult that sneaks in under the door. Let us begin the journey of dealing with those facts. 

	 

	A cult is, sometimes, difficult to define and there are many choices of definitions. The non-Christian (secular) definition of a cult usually focuses on the sociological, psychological, and behavioral factors. According to these factors, a cult is a religious group where either a single individual or an organization seeks to control its members. This is just what we saw in our previous studies of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Mormons. They absolutely seek total control of their members. So, is this book making up its own definition of a cult? Are we just being mean about the Seventh Day Adventists’ teachings? No. We haven’t even gotten to the Christian view of a cult yet, but even secularists agree that Seventh Day Adventists fits that description. 

	 

	Again, cults are manipulative. They demand total commitment and loyalty of their followers. Is that the same thing Christian churches do? After the Sunday service, do I demand the congregation treat me to a Las Vegas buffet? If that was my plan, it’s obviously not working. I think the last time a congregant bought me lunch was 1932, but I’m not bitter about it, so let’s move on. Seriously though, the secular definition of a cult fits Seventh Day Adventists. They demand of total commitment and exercise total control.

	 

	Besides the secular definition, Seventh Day Adventists also fits the standard evangelical definition of a (pseudo, fake, false) Christian cult, which is any group that deviates from biblical Christianity and fundamental doctrines of the faith. Those five big guns of doctrine, to know if teachings are being derived from a cult, start with the first foundational aspect: the source of authority. What does that mean? If a person, group, or self-professed modern-day prophet, who is supposedly getting “a word” straight from God, but it goes outside of the Bible (the actual word of God), is a cult. And, if a person, or group, claims to be our only source to rely on for an understanding of God’s word (as Seventh Day Adventists assert about their so-called prophetess, Ellen G. White), then they are also outside the Bible and that makes them a cult.

	

	The other four fundamental Christian faith doctrines that cults inevitably violate when following a false source of authority are the nature of God (including the Trinity), the personal work of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and the means of salvation. Of all the things we can get wrong, that last one is what I always sound the alarm about. Other things are important as well; I’ve lost count with the number of times I’ve warned folks to stop eating chicken. But whatever else we get wrong, do not mess up on how to get to Heaven! But that’s what every false religion, cult, and occult organization gets wrong. It’s the unifying factor for the entire field of falsehood: they push the wrong way to Heaven. We cannot (and no one wants to), get that one wrong! 

	That is why we study these organizations. It is because Christians want to love people enough to find out where they’re coming from, so we can engage them in a conversation, which hopefully, leads them to Jesus Christ.

	 

	In many cases, these cult groups use the same words Christians do, but redefine them and even radically so. We need to look behind the veneer they project. In fact, an Adventist would even say they are saved by grace. However, their idea of that concept is not what Christians believe. They have a doctrine called, “investigative judgment,” which is based on works, and we’ll get to that later.

	 

	Remember, that all false philosophies are satan’s creation. That is all philosophies whether religious, psychological, etc. Have you noticed that “etc.” aspect is always in these? What’s our basis to say they are all from satan? Is it because we do not like those ideas? No, of course not. John 8 says satan is a murderer and has been one from beginning, and that satan is such a liar, Jesus calls him “the father of all lies.” So, we may not have been there when the demon inspired the thoughts, but straight from the Bible, Jesus teaches that anything contrary to what God and the Bible teach is ultimately from satan. So, other than Biblical Christianity, any false teaching or teacher from any cult or world religion or occult group, has satan behind it. Any distortion of the true gospel is the work of satan, whose aim is to deceive people into thinking they’re doing what is needed to be rewarded with Heaven upon death. That is a salvation by works where people rely on doing “good” things and not doing “bad” things as their ticket to Heaven. 

	 

	How many people do we know that still have that works mindset?  Where they will say, “I’m not that bad of a person?” What did they just claim? Or if they will say, “Well, I’m not as bad as Hitler.” What did they just tell us? Or they will let us know they go to Church services and believe in the Ten Commandments or even assert they’re righteousness from being an American. What are they asserting and hoping those things will do for them? They think those works should save them, allowing them entrance to Heaven. Well, those aspects of their lives are positive, but works won’t save them, right? Salvation is only by faith in God’s wonderful Grace through the cross of Jesus Christ.

	 

	But that’s how satan twists the way to Heaven so that we won’t make it there and, instead, be stuck with him in eternal punishment. Anything that teaches your works, as any part of your avenue to Heaven, is a false gospel and came from satan because he’s the father of all that baloney. Satan will do anything to steer people away from the only way, which is the cross of Jesus Christ.

	

	I have talked about this many times: what is the rule when evaluating whether a teaching is correct, as far as the Bible’s Jesus? No matter who the person is, what secret knowledge they supposedly have, or how effectively they appear wise, by squinting one eye while saying it, whenever someone talks about salvation as Jesus “or,” Jesus “and,” or Jesus “but,” that’s not the gospel. Salvation is through Jesus, period! It is just Jesus. That is it! There is nothing to add because only His work saves us.

	 

	“If one carefully studies the various religions and cults of the world, he will soon discover that, without exception, they are founded on some form of human effort and works-righteousness.”

	 

	If we’re told we have to perform some effort (works), instead of just accepting the gift that God is offering to us because He’s already done what is needed through Jesus, that is a false gospel. And, as we’re told in Isaiah 64, only Jesus could have achieved salvation for us because God sees our efforts to achieve Heaven, as filthy rags we are trying to toss at God. Cults make claims about how we should act from their doctrines created by man. Examples are worshiping only on Saturday or needing to keep certain dietary laws. But that stuff is all human works in a vain attempt to attain righteousness. What does God think about that attitude? Are we going to get there that way? No! Isaiah 64:6 says this: 

	 

	“All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like a filthy garment;”

	People will argue with that and say things like, “Hey, I know a guy who’s really nice. He would never hurt a flea and he’d rip the shirt off your back.” Actually, I meant: “He’d rip it off his back and give it to you.” But then, if the two of you got in an argument, he might rip it off your back; I digress. Anyway, that guy might be the nicest person on the planet, but guess what, he’s lied, and he’s taken something without permission. Even if it was just that pencil, in the third grade, it wasn’t his, so he was stealing it. And, if he says he hasn’t lied, there’s another one. Isaiah continues:

	 

	“We all shrivel up like a leaf and like the wind, our sins sweep us away. No one calls on Your name or strives to lay hold of You; for You have hidden Your face from us and made us waste away because of our sins.”

	 

	This is dealing with the depravity of man and there is a parallel passage from Paul in Romans 3 where he says this:

	 

	“No one is righteous, no, not one.”

	 

	Isaiah says, “all of us” and Paul says “no one.” Those are absolute terms and the same strong sentiment is repeated, over and over again, in the Old Testament and the New Testament. In a more modern vernacular, the Bible is basically telling us this:

	 

	“Are you kidding me?! You think you are actually going to get there through your own efforts? I don’t care what you decide about worshiping on a certain day or refraining from specific foods. Those attempts to cover your sins and earn your own salvation are an abomination to God.”

	 

	Now, we might think that’s harsh, but the words used in the Bible are, “filthy rags.” Let me verbalize that idea with the original Hebrew definition, and I’ll warn you that God is being very graphic here about man’s works, in an attempt to achieve salvation, it greatly offends His Holiness: 

	 

	“The term ‘filthy rags’ is quite strong. The word ‘filthy’ is a translation of the Hebrew word ‘iddah,’ which literally means ‘the bodily fluids from a woman’s menstrual cycle.’” 

	 

	And we know what rags are. So, this refers to every cult and religion that says you can, or have to, earn your way to Heaven, which is often works done for the organization, including donating your money to it. They teach things like getting to Heaven is by going to the weekend services or refraining from pork. But God sees those as filthy menstrual rags that you just tossed in front of God’s Holy Throne. A cult, or other world religions, will claim things like worshiping on Saturday is going to get you there. When in reality, they are suggesting that you throw a bloody rag before a Holy, Holy, Holy, God. It’s not me saying that; God said it. Why is God giving us such a graphic picture?

	 

	“These ‘righteous acts’ are considered by God as repugnant as a soiled feminine hygiene product.”

	 

	God is saying, “Excuse me?! My son’s blood was shed for you, yet you have the audacity to claim you’ll get to Heaven through your own efforts.” Each works effort by us, to attempt to gain our way to Heaven is the production of bloody filthy rags that we assault God with. That is every time we do it. This graphic idea is hard to even say, but I’m just quoting Scripture. Do you see how offensive it is to God? And folks, this is why we cannot budge from the push back by anti-biblical works-based faiths. It is only through the cross of Jesus Christ that we can be saved. Man’s works are an offense to God and the work Christ did on the cross. And, every cult has their list of requirements, just as we will see with the Seventh Day Adventists.

	 

	Whenever an organization, or individual, claims efforts are required to get to God, we can just supplant that image of their effort, work, or other supposed requirements, with the picture of what it really is. Again, excuse the strong verbiage, but it’s the Bible’s language: It is throwing a filthy tampon at the feet of a Holy God. So, it is not just that they are saying, Jesus or Jesus and, or Jesus but. They are saying God wants Jesus (or, and, or but also), our discarded filthy bloody rags. They are claiming that will not only suffice for God, but it is what He wants. Wow! That is graphic.

	 

	“Our salvation is not the result of any of our efforts, abilities, intelligent choices, personal characteristics, or acts of service we may perform. Our righteous acts do not produce salvation, but are, in fact, evidence of our salvation.” (James 1:22; 2:14–26) 

	 

	Us trying to bring about our own salvation is like putting the cart before the horse. When we love Jesus, what is the natural response? It is to serve Him. When all hope was lost and we were doomed, deserving to go straight to hell, He saved us completely whether our sins were past, present, or in our future. The Bible says, if we rely on Jesus’ work, God not only forgets our sins, they are literally “obliterated.” The relief and joy we should feel is awesome! Again, when we get what Jesus did, our natural response is to want to serve Him.

	 

	But, on the flip side, the mentality of putting forth works to somehow attain salvation for us is egregious in God’s eyes. And, just like Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Catholicism, that’s the kind of filth that the followers of Seventh Day Adventists are being told to throw down before God. I don’t want to be there to see God’s judgment on that, for those who haven’t accepted and aren’t relying on the saving grace of Jesus’ work alone. We are not doing a service for anyone, and in fact we are doing them a disservice, if we don’t speak up in love about how offensive this practice of man’s works (in an attempt to gain our own salvation), is to God. What is the penalty for those who are trusting in their own efforts? They are headed to hell. So, we have to love them enough to tell them the truth. Let’s continue on with more commentary:

	 

	“Only grace-centered, biblical Christianity is from God. Every other form of religion is from satan, inspired by his demon spirits, promoted by his lying human agents, and centered in works righteousness.”

	 

	In fact, 1 Timothy 4:1-2 says this kind of stuff is going to increase in the last days. That is very applicable to Seventh Day Adventists, as Timothy tells us about today’s so-called Church:

	 

	“The Spirit clearly says that in the latter times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and doctrines taught by demons.”

	 

	All lies come from satan and demons are his helpers? Paul continues:

	 

	“Such teachings come through hypocritical liars whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron, forbidding men to marry and ordering them to abstain from certain foods.” 

	 

	Now, every time I quote that passage, some who know me start chuckling and say something like, “Well, what about chicken, Pastor Billy? Aren’t you advocating the same?” But I’m not forbidding it, as if I could. If people want to eat chicken, they can go ahead, and I’ll even visit them in the hospital. Folks are free to risk their own life like that so there is no decree from me. I am just wondering why they would.

	 

	Contrast that to what we’ll see with Seventh Day Adventists, which requires their members to abstain from certain foods, as part of their dietary laws. We’ll see that the mid-to-late 1800’s, the last days of these 6,000 years, has brought us the legalistic movements, including Seventh Day Adventists, the early Charismatic Movement, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormons, Christian Science, the Church of Christ, and more. All of those, have taken off since the last great national revival in our country’s history. It is like satan’s last-ditch effort since he too knows we’re getting to the end. Every one of those groups claims to be Christian but are not. Every last one of them is fake.

	 

	Again, we’ll get to that, as far as the specifics of Seventh Day Adventists, but let’s continue now with a discussion of our Christian heart. We need to remember that getting equipped on the different world faiths is not meant for winning a debate. The Bible warns us that knowledge puffs us up. It can give us a big head. But love builds others up. So, we want to use this information to help people find Christ. If folks are trusting in their own filthy works, they need Jesus! I do not want even my worst enemy to go to hell. So, we study and learn about their beliefs to know how best to lead them to Jesus Christ. That should be our Christian motivation, our heart in the matter. That is what this guy is talking about: 

	 

	“When studying the cults, we may be tempted to scoff at the seemingly ludicrous beliefs.”

	 

	I know that is true for me. If you have seen our other studies, as part of World Religions, Cults & The Occult, you’ll remember aspects like the history of the Mormon’s Joseph Smith and Brigham Young. Still to this day, Mormonism cannot get around the fact that those guys believed people live on the moon and the sun. You know, I can maybe understand them postulating about the moon in that way, but at an (even visible) millions of degrees, how could they have included the sun? Now that is ludicrous, right? But he is saying we need to contain ourselves. It helps no one to point and laugh. If that happens, you’ve most likely lost your chance to save them. 

	 

	Jehovah’s Witnesses are just like Mormons. One of their first two founders, Judge Rutherford, who was not even a judge, taught that the Christian Church started from bald-headed men with smoke on their brains. How do you refrain from a snide remark on that one?! But, again, that’s what he’s cautioning us about. We need to contain our very strong impulse to mock that craziness. 

	 

	And wait until you hear the ideas that come from Ellen G. White, with her so-called visions after sustaining a major head injury. With all sympathy for whatever disability she may have developed, if you can contain yourself from making fun of the stuff she came up with, you deserve some kind of a medal. But, if we love Seventh Day Adventists enough, if we love like Christ does, we will even contain ourselves through that. 

	 

	In fact, the Seventh Day Adventists leadership knows how off the rails Ellen G. White’s ideas were, so they have a vault where they are purposely hiding a lot of what she really said. Fortunately, the information in that vault got out and was made public.

	 

	When it comes to Seventh Day Adventists, even an atheist knows something isn’t right with their belief system. Here is an atheist guy commenting on the basic core beliefs of Seventh Day Adventists:

	 

	“There are some things that make them unique. Saturday is their holy day. Most Christians tend to think of Sunday as, kind of, the day to rest. But Seventh Day Adventists insist that it’s Saturday and screw those heretics who disagree. Remember how God created the universe in six days and then rested on the seventh? Well that day was Saturday.

	 

	They believe Jesus is coming back soon; not like, in our lifetime soon, but like now soon. The word they use is imminent and only the people who rest on Saturdays will be saved. 

	 

	They don’t believe that you’re going to Heaven when you die. The only way anyone is going to Heaven is after Jesus comes back, during His Second Coming. What happens if you die before that happens? Well, then I guess you just have to sit unconscious in your grave until he does return, which I hear should be happening any day now.

	 

	They believe bad people don’t go to hell. Oh no, it is much worse. They are just going to be permanently destroyed because God grants us eternal life. So if you don’t accept God, you don’t get the joy of burning in hell for eternity, which also means, by the way, that Seventh Day Adventists don’t believe in hell because no one could actually end up there.

	 

	They believe God is going to determine your fate through a process, known as ‘investigative judgment.’ Basically, until the time when Jesus comes back, which is any day now, God is examining your life to decide what to do with you in the afterlife. It is not enough that you believe in him, you also have to live your life in accordance with his rules. God is always judging you.

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists are health nuts, which actually doesn’t sound like such a bad thing. They abstain from alcohol and tobacco and coffee and soda and unclean meats, like pork, because they believe those things defile your soul. So, not a bad idea, but really weird reasoning.

	 

	Their prophet was a woman: Ellen G. White. So that’s different and kind of cool, in a way. But that’s really the only way she’s different. She saw visions in 1844 and the religion just kind of sprang up from there. These visions came after she suffered a traumatic brain injury, as a child, and after she came out of a long coma, which many people believe led to epileptic seizures. But, you know, I’m sure that had nothing to do with it.”

	 

	Again, that’s the view of even an atheist. I prayed for that guy. It looks like a recent video so, hopefully, he is still alive. But, even without the Bible as a compass, he knows there is something very odd with their core beliefs. Again, it’s tempting to use the word, “ludicrous.” And, as you saw, he also mentioned that Seventh Day Adventists are big on the dietary laws, claiming we must not eat pork. What also rhymes with pork? It’s bacon, right?

	 

	Not only do atheists understand there is something wrong with a belief system, like Seventh Day Adventists, mandating against bacon, but even babies know that’s not right. When you have a chance, check out the YouTube clip of “Baby Easton’s first Bacon on Christmas morning.” 

	 

	I think young Easton really captures the feeling most of us have while consuming yummy bacon. You’ll thank me for seeing it. But, again, I’m sure many of these cult beliefs, like spending an entire life on earth without bacon, seems ludicrous. You might even be tempted to invite one of those believers over to lunch for some bacon wrapped bacon with bacon juice on a bacon salad and a bacon beverage before bacon ice cream for dessert. But that is not how to win them over, right? 

	 

	So, I know we’ll continue to run into so many bizarre and even comical beliefs with these cults, and we’ve only scraped the tip of the iceberg with Seventh Day Adventists, but we’re going to see some real far-out stuff and we just have to remember to contain ourselves when talking with Adventists, or anyone else connected with some of these outlandish ideas from groups with unsaved followers. You’ll want to say, “Whoa! Are you kidding me?!” But don’t do that. 

	 

	Let’s continue with the heart issue, that we Christians need to keep in mind when interacting with one of these lost followers of this false belief system:

	 

	“We must remember that the average cultist that we will encounter is not a false teacher,”

	 

	Now, I do have a little caveat to that and it’s this: yes, that person may not be the false teacher but, still, if they’re propagating the same stuff after getting it from the false teacher, they too spread false doctrine. So, I want to veer a little bit off of that last statement but, in general, I understand the differentiation he’s making. He continues:

	 

	“The average cultist is not a false teacher but is deceived by satan. However, this is someone God loves; someone for whom Christ died. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). The kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared (Titus 3:4). For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

	 

	“Paul’s examples should be ours. ‘I’m telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in this Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. For I wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsman, according to the flesh (Romans 9:1-3). Brethren, my heart’s desire, and my prayer to God is for their salvation.” 

	 

	That should be our heart. But, rest assured, I am not advocating that you should wimp out on your witnessing because, as far as the beliefs of the Seventh Day Adventists, you’ll have people fight on them. And I’m even talking about a fight from the folks in the Church. It’s because they just don’t know. I don’t know if it’s always because those defenders haven’t done their homework. But even Christians will give a typical response like, “Well, I know some really nice Adventists.” We have to push back, with the Word, and let them know being “nice” will not get people into Heaven. And I don’t doubt there are very pleasant individuals in that organization, but if they truly believe their Saturday worship, or keeping certain dietary laws, or that God is looking down upon any of their works to decide whether they’ll be allowed into Heaven, that’s a false gospel and they’re not saved. I’m not saying it to feel superior, or some other selfish reason. I’m saying it because if that’s what they are really trusting in, whether they are nice or not, they’re headed to hell. We should love them enough to tell them the truth. Their house is on fire and it is just a matter of time before they’ll literally be consumed by the blaze.

	 

	So, yes, we want to have the right heart, but don’t shrink from helping people and in that way, do you think we’re doing them a favor by allowing them a false sense of security. In fact, let’s say it more straight forwardly and soberly way: Seventh Day Adventists is a cult, which preaches a works-based false gospel, so please don’t set your heart on a false belief that the followers of that cult will somehow be fine. Do you see the balance there? 

	 

	Okay, then let’s begin the journey of understanding where these folks are coming from by examining their history. Ellen G. White was a prominent figure in Seventh Day Adventists, but it started before her. In fact, we’ll see they mingle her so-called words from God, with their so-called version of the Bible. They have a Bible called, The Clear Word. With all due respect, the only clear aspect of that ”Bible,” is that it is not from God. Then they intersperse Ellen G. White’s teachings, to more exasperate their problem doctrines. Let’s take a look at their history. 

	 

	The Seventh Day Adventists grew out of what was called the Millerites movement, which happened in the U.S. in the early 1800’s. William Miller converted from deism to Christianity, in 1806 and became a Baptist. Now, that is an interesting mix of faiths and shows an example of how just joining the Baptists doesn’t save a person. I know inquiring minds want to know what a deist is, and that works well with this book, so let me tell you. What was it that Miller believed before becoming a Baptist?

	 

	Deism is the view that God exists, but he’s not involved with us at all. They use the analogy of a clock maker, who winds up the clock and then leaves it to run by itself. But what kind of God would that be? So, deists profess that there is a God, who is completely uninvolved with us; He doesn’t interfere with His creation. They deny the Trinity, the inspiration of the Bible, the deity of Christ, miracles, any supernatural act of redemption or salvation, and again, God is uncaring and uninvolved. I guess it’s no wonder deism is not a popular view today. Deism is obviously not biblical because, over and over, the Bible talks about how God is, not only in control of and responsible for creation, but also upholds and sustains it. The Bible gives a history of God’s Hand in the lives of people, nations, and kings with control of those rising and those falling, including His judgments all through history, as this explains: 

	 

	“World history and humanity are clay in the hands of God. He forms and shapes them as He sees fit.”

	 

	I don’t know how people could believe in deism if they have any knowledge of God’s ultimate act of “interfering with His creation.” It’s right there, with the Cross of Christ. Jesus took on flesh, came into this world, taught the masses of that time, and died for us. So how can you say God is just hanging out and not getting involved? 

	 

	As a quick side note, some people have called deism the Bette Midler false theology because of her song about it, From a Distance. 

	 

	So, that’s what William Miller got into for a while before converting back to the Baptist faith. He then studied the Bible in order to reconcile the supposed biblical difficulties raised by the deists, which are typically arguments. Like the deist idea, that God must be uninvolved, because if He were in control, He obviously wouldn’t allow all the suffering we see in the world today. It’s the same false argument thrown out these days to discount that there is a God. People will challenge with things like, “Where is God during mass shootings like we had here in Las Vegas?” Of course, it has happened many other places in recent years as well. But the truth from God’s Word is that our human experience is always under His sovereignty and He’s always extensively involved. In fact, He’s omnipresent, right? He’s everywhere, all at once always. I’d say that’s pretty involved. So, my guess is that, as a deist, Miller was struggling with the classic objection: ”If God is real, why is there all this evil and suffering?”

	 

	In his studies, Miller developed a focus on the imminent return of Christ. Hey, that’s great, right? One third of the Bible deals directly, or indirectly, with Bible Prophecy. It’s throughout the Old and New Testaments with miraculously-accurate detailed predictions of Christ’s First Coming, as well as precise prophecies about the future Second Coming, the rise and fall of nations, the Seven-Year Tribulation, Daniel’s 70th Week, the Millennium Kingdom, and the Eternal State, just to name a few. All that and tons more is in the Bible. It is good stuff and praise God for Him giving us that, so we’ll know the times and seasons. There is nothing wrong with studies of Bible prophecy and, in fact, Revelation talks about a special blessing for those who do study it.

	 

	We are going to see that Miller even influenced Charles Taze Russell, who started Jehovah’s Witnesses. Miller and Russell had one thing in common, date setting. Do we see date setters in our society today? We sure do, so we know how applicable this information is for us. Jehovah’s Witnesses where influenced in their studies of Bible prophecy by William Miller. Who, passing it on to Charles Taze Russell, became a date setter for Jehovah’s Witnesses, just like Miller had, for the Seventh Day Adventists?

	And, again, there is nothing wrong with learning and teaching about the imminent return of Christ. There is nothing wrong with the study of Bible prophecy. But a common thread with cults is that these guys, like Miller and Russell, jump over the line and start setting dates. Then, because they are so prideful and arrogant, or maybe they get used to the power, praise, and money from the followers, or whatever, they won’t admit when they’re wrong. They typically just say what they must to keep it all going.

	 

	That’s what we’re going to see with Seventh Day Adventists. Miller began preaching at the age of fifty, which hits home with me since I also made it to fifty recently. But I’ve been preaching for about twenty years, so don’t be concerned that I’m going to spin off into date setting now.

	 

	William Miller lived from 1782 to 1849, so let’s look at his beliefs in their context of the era in which he was living. We have to wonder how all these people, with the large followings, like Millerites, Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Charismatic movement, the Mormons, and a whole lot more, came out of this same time period. How could all those people fall for this stuff, when common Biblical knowledge, and the cardinal rule of the day, was this: Don’t deny the virgin birth and don’t set dates. With that in mind, how have so many people fallen for this baloney?

	 

	Well, it was because our country was in the midst of the second truly great and genuine revival in America’s history. And what does the enemy do when God is performing a great work? He’s right there to throw out whatever he can in an attempt to mess up any movement toward God. Satan does it with false teachings that seduce people away from the truth.

	 

	America’s Second Great Awakening, from 1790 to 1840, saw intense interest in the Second Coming of Jesus. Again, is that bad? No, it’s awesome, but, as I mentioned, with any good movement comes satan’s attempt to twist and contort it. As a result of the increased interest in Jesus’ second coming, the Millerites accepted Miller’s idea, that Jesus would return in the year encompassing the Spring of 1843 to the Spring of 1844.

	 

	Now, if he had stopped with the teaching that Jesus will return at some point in the earth’s future, it would have been fine. But, instead, he had to throw out a date. Miller said he arrived at that date based on a study of Daniel 8:14. Likewise, what date was pointed out to us in just these last few years? It was Revelation 12 supposedly foreshadowing September 23rd, 2017, as the supposed date for the Rapture of the Church. But of course, it didn’t happen because God says no one will know the day or the hour and that chapter of Revelation has nothing to do with the Church or the Rapture. Revelation 12 is all about Israel, Jesus’ First Coming, His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and the second half (1,260 days) of the Seven Year Tribulation to come. And, as far as that last one, we are certainly not going through the Tribulation now, so what in world could the date setters, who pointed at 9/23/17, be thinking. Why would they want to lead people to speculating on a supposed hidden meaning in stars, when the context clearly refers to Israel? 

	 

	So, people are saying the same sort of thing today that this Miller guy was claiming. Instead of Revelation 12, Miller’s supposed proof text was Daniel 8:14:

	 

	“He said to me, ‘For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be properly restored.’ ”

	 

	Now, remember, this was before calculators so that may be why Miller had a hiccup with his math, but from that verse, he interpreted 2,300 evenings and mornings to be 2,300 years. And he counted forward from 457 B.C. when the commandment to rebuild Jerusalem may have been given. As you can see, he turned days into years, and I don’t think his starting date is correct either.

	 

	When his initial prediction failed, did Miller apologize for violating the basic Biblical rule of date setting, and ask forgiveness by claiming he’d ate chicken? Did he vow, as their shepherd, to never do that again; either the date setting or the chicken? Did he just stick to the Word of God after that huge embarrassment? No, and again, it’s the same thing going on today. Miller adjusted his prediction to conclude that Jesus would return on the 21st of March 1844. Of course, that didn’t happen either. Did he feel remorse and change his ways at that point? Unfortunately, no, he probably excused it away by claiming he was force-fed chicken.

	 

	But, either way, he should have stopped after the first time he was wrong, and certainly should have quit after the second failure. Is that what he did? No. Later, he claimed the new date was the 22nd of October 1844. Of course, that too was wrong. And why should they have known before the embarrassment, that the predictions would fail? It is because Scripture teaches that no one will know. God doesn’t make exceptions for those who are nifty with a calculator. Or, in Miller’s day, maybe he had one of those colorful abacus bead-board things, in which case he apparently got his day beads mixed up with his year beads. Again, in no uncertain terms, the Bible says no one will know. 

	 

	So, Miller quit promoting his ideas on Jesus’ return and the Millerites broke up. It could have stopped right there, with all that damage already done, but it wasn’t enough for others. They had to keep it going. And that’s what we’ll see in the next chapter. Joseph Bates teamed up with James White, who married Ellen, who became Ellen G. White.

	 

	It took William Miller three big failures, but to his credit, he finally admitted he was wrong. Before his death in 1849, it was reported that he said this:

	 

	“We expected the personal coming of Christ at that time; and now to contend that we were not mistaken is dishonest. We should never be ashamed, frankly, to confess our errors. I have no confidence in any of these new theories that grew out of the movement.”

	 

	To his credit, at least Miller admitted he’d been wrong. Unfortunately, though, other people continued running with Miller’s ideas. This is where we got the false teaching of “investigative judgment,” with its inability to admit failure. Investigative judgment says there is no wrong; there are only adjustments, as “new light” comes in, which means someone supposedly got a “new vision”. Honest folks will characterize it more like this: 

	 

	“Yes, I failed, but don’t want to admit it, so here’s the new thing I’m saying now, and you need to believe it.” 

	 

	That’s the same old thing that we’ve been seeing in our study of other cults. People veered off out of the Scripture, cannot admit when they get it wrong, just like Jehovah’s Witnesses, so they profess to getting new information and, in that way, keep the deception going. Tell me that’s not applicable to today, with the predictions surrounding September 23, 2017. Did that day see the Rapture of the Church? Well, I hope not because we’re still here, right? That time came and went, as so many other failed dates set throughout history. What happened was absolutely nothing, zero, zilch, zippo, and nada. In fact, I thought it was interesting that that timeframe saw many major events before and after the date, with hurricanes and other big happenings, but on that day, you could have heard a flea hit the floor. There was nothing going on that September day. It was like God made a point of challenging us: “Okay, are you done date setting yet?”

	 

	But what was the continuing problem after that day? When was it that some of those guys pointed to next? The “new date” became September 24th. It was right on the heels of their failure (as predicted by the Bible), and they didn’t even wait 24 hours before throwing out another date. Instead of blaming the whole lapse of judgment on the chicken, apologizing for leading the Church astray, and vowing to stop the date setting, they just went with another date.   

	 

	When September 24th didn’t happen, was that finally the end of it? What did they do then? The new date became September 30th. They were, apparently using an old abacus, like Miller, and because the moon’s cycle was different than first thought, blah, blah, blah. Come on! Are you serious!? When September 30th came and went, did they repent of their meals at KFC? No, they didn’t do that or disavow their work and admit their mistakes, which contradict Scripture. Then, the new date became October 30th or whatever others came up with. And there are still new dates being set. Now, if you paid attention to these guys who were promoting this stuff about September 30th, a lot of them did go silent for quite a while. Unfortunately, though, many are back at it again.

	 

	And, about those returning to the date setting, what’s so heartbreaking and disturbing are the comments of their followers. Their followers say things like, “We’re glad you’re back!” But what is it that these people are getting back to? They are at it again, setting dates. And, obviously, some followers don’t care about the failures and just want to hang on to the false hope of a specific date from these false teachers.

	 

	And, folks, this is exactly how cults get started. In fact, I’ll make a prediction. If the Lord should tarry, so we’re still alive for a while longer, without the Rapture happening yet, which is imminent, and something to look forward to, based on these date-setter’s behavior, could it be that we are seeing a new cult being born in our lifetime? If you think about it, for the cults we’re studying, we have 20/20 hindsight, through study of the history looking back at their origins. We can see the big-picture progression of an older cult where one guy did something, but was wrong, and then over time others kept the lie going until it evolved into what it is today. Maybe we’re living one of those birthing events today because we can see that people don’t want to just let go of this movement that started with the September 24th date. They keep setting new dates, just like Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Seventh Day Adventists have a long, long, time.  

	 

	Now, let’s take a look at America’s Second Great Awakening, which got started around 1790, gained momentum by 1800, and after 1820, grew quickly. This time saw huge increases in Baptists and Methodists. The latter was pretty Biblical for a long time, but unfortunately, their leadership is in a very different state of mind today. And, you know, it’s not getting any better with the Baptists now either. 

	So, growth wise, those are two groups the Second Great Awakening really affected. For those hooked on numbers, you’ll notice it was the second such movement and, believe it or not, that’s because there was a First Great Awakening, which was in the 1730s and 1740s. That was in Protestant Europe and British America before our time of Independence in 1776. So, a first great revival happened in our country leading up to The Revolutionary War and a second one took place before our Civil War. It seems these big climactic events are preceded by God intervening in a huge way to get people’s hearts right before a whole bunch of folks are going to die. I don’t know, but it’s probably something we could debate until we’re blue in the face.

	 

	During that time, of the First Great Awakening, there were some very prominent promoters of Christianity that God used. One was George Whitfield, who was born and raised in England until moving to America in the mid-1720s. The stories tell how he would preach to coal miners, whose faces were covered with black soot. As Whitfield shared the good news of Jesus, the hardened looking men would get white furrows down their faces from the falling tears. That happened during the period credited with birthing the first great movement of God in America, which spread all across our country.

	 

	Jonathan Edwards was a Puritan and Calvinist, who was also involved in the First Great Awakening. In fact, he’s considered America’s greatest theologian, and it was because he challenged folks to love themselves as a path to high self-esteem? No! Of course, he said nothing like that. He was preaching about hell, man. His famous sermon was Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God. In that challenging message, he was preaching hell big time! 

	 

	With that in mind, I got to thinking, maybe that’s why revival has not come to us, in this time, because almost no one is preaching about hell. We are more focused on being financially successful and our self-image, by working on an all-around better us, for ourselves to love more. Putting that in perspective, if you don’t know Christ as your Savior, you’re going to hell for eternity. Let me share just a quick bit of Edward’s sermon, that led up to the time of revival breaking out. This is cool: 

	 

	“There is nothing that keeps wicked men, at any one moment, out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God.”

	 

	So, he is saying the only reason we’re still sucking air, and not in hell right now, is only because of the mercy of God.

	 

	Edwards: “God may cast wicked men into hell at any given moment. The wicked deserve to be cast into hell. Divine justice does not prevent God from destroying the wicked at any moment. The wicked, at this moment, suffer under God’s condemnation to hell.”

	 

	And, listen to this: “The wicked must not think, simply because they’re not physically in hell, that God is not-at this very moment-as angry with them as He is with those miserable creatures He is now tormenting in hell, and who-at this very moment, do feel and bear the fierceness of His wrath. At any moment, God shall permit him; satan, who stands ready to fall upon the wicked and seize them as his own. Simply because there are no visible means of death before them at any given moment, the wicked should not feel secure. All that wicked men may do to save themselves from hell’s pains, shall afford them nothing if they continue to reject Christ.”

	 

	And, history tells how Edwards would still be preaching that sermon, as he kept getting interrupted by people running down the aisles and dropping onto their knees, asking what they must do to be saved. That began to spread throughout the American colonies during the time before the American Revolution. So, George Whitfield was preaching in England and Jonathan Edwards was over here fueling that first great revival, with Whitfield also in the colonies after moving to the U.S. in 1740. After that, the two of them were like a one-two punch. 

	 

	One of Whitfield’s greatest supporters was a guy named, Benjamin Franklin, who started that nifty little Ben Franklin department store chain. No, actually they just used his name. But Franklin was a supporter of Whitfield and also deist, which, as we saw earlier, is someone who believes in an uninvolved God. Though their views on God were very different, Franklin liked Whitfield and remained a supporter until Whitfield’s death in 1770.

	 

	That support and influence from Franklin gave Whitfield the ability to get the Word out to the masses, using the media of that day. What a great concept, right? Hey, we should use media too. Actually, we do and you’re holding one of those ways we get the gospel to people through GetALifeMedia.com. 

	 

	So again, Franklin wasn’t necessarily a Christian at the time, but had printing presses for newspapers or magazines and liked what Whitfield was doing, so Franklin mass printed his sermons and teachings to spread the message and help the revival. It was an excellent use of media for God, just as we endeavor to do with God’s help here at Get A Life Media and Sunrise Bible Church. But, on the flip side of that, in our larger study, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, we have also found that cult growth keeps coming back to media as part of them getting their false teachings out. For example, as a false teacher and the leader of a cult, the founder of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Charles Taze Russell, was a successful mass marketer, after coming into a lot of money from the sale of the family stores his father started. From that, Charles was able to market his ideas far and wide. In fact, his work was so successful that, for a long time now, Jehovah’s Witnesses have had the top two magazine publications in the world, which are Awake! and The Watchtower. But it’s a beautiful concept when used for good and Christians need to fight as hard or harder than the false teachers do in the arena of beliefs.  

	 

	So, Whitfield accomplished quite a bit and it was with the help of Benjamin Franklin. Now, there is a debate as to whether Whitfield’s influence and teachings on biblical Christianity finally got to Franklin by the time Franklin passed. There is some evidence that Franklin was saved, but again, that’s debatable and we’re not going to go there in this study.

	 

	In the early to mid-1800s, the Second Great Awakening followed the first. Again, the first was before the American Revolutionary War and second one, unfortunately along with the Millerites and many similar attempts by satan to twist what God was doing, got going leading up to the Civil War.

	 

	And, along with the really big first and second great movements of God in America, the Methodists and the Baptists grew tremendously. One of their methods for getting God’s word out was to use what was called “Circuit Riders,” or “Circuit Preachers.” That was a low-tech form of Facebook and other social media to get the Word out. They didn’t use electricity in those days but did have horsepower; one horsepower each. These preachers would ride their horses throughout the roads, backwoods, hills, and hollers of America, preaching the gospel throughout. That helped to spread the good news and effect revival in our nation. Again, it’s a matter of using whatever means available to share the gospel, which is what we should be doing, right? There is another good testament of Americans evangelizing the lost. 

	 

	So, the Baptists and Methodists were the prominent organizations seeing massive growth at the time. A lot of people got saved and the testimonies from that time are awesome. In Jonathan Edwards’ town, businesses would close down for days, where people were doing nothing, but studying the Bible. Can you imagine if our city of Las Vegas shut down completely and everyone was reading the Bible? It wasn’t cities of that size, and certainly not one with the nickname, ”Sin City,” like ours, but that really happened, with whole communities getting saved as the Spirit of God enveloped entire towns. What a cool time! But, again, unfortunately, during this same period satan came along, as he always does, to try messing up any movement for good. And that’s what we’re studying with the history of Seventh Day Adventists. When great things are happening, satan is always there to try leading people astray. 

	 

	One of the ways he does that is through pseudo-Christian cults, like the Millerites, who popped up as the early form of Seventh Day Adventists, who later influenced the beginnings of the Jehovah’s Witnesses and also a group called, the Church of Christ. In fact, like Seventh Day Adventists, the Church of Christ is another one people will often fight you on if you mention they are a cult. I’m sorry, but people need to do their homework. And the question here is, whether or not the Church of Christ a good Biblical Church? No, it’s not. One practice of theirs is not allowing musical instruments in their services. Where in the world are, they getting that? Let’s look at the final Psalm, and by the way, in Hebrew, we know that ”psalm” means “song, music, and praise.” And after reading Psalm 150, you tell me if it’s acceptable or not to use instruments in our praising and worshiping of God:

	 

	“Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise him in His Mighty Heavens. Praise Him for His acts of power; Praise him for His surpassing greatness. Praise Him.

	 

	Keep in mind that this is just one of 150 psalms, but we can know instruments are acceptable and even recommended, by reading just this one. 

	 

	“Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet; Praise Him with the harp and lyre. Praise Him with tambourine and dancing; Praise Him with the strings and the flute. Praise Him with the clash of the cymbals; Praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!”

	 

	So, how in world could they say we cannot use instruments? It’s because they got outside Scripture. Even this guy knows how ludicrous it is and that something is wrong there:

	 

	A Christian comedian talking and playing his guitar in front of an audience.

	 

	“I used to be a praise and worship leader for many different religious groups, before I became a Christian. (laughter) Thank you for laughing. You’re so tolerant.  

	 

	“I used to lead praise and worship at a Jehovah’s Witnesses church. I’d sing songs like, ‘Someone’s knocking at your door, somebody’s ringing your bell. Do me a favor. Open the door. Let me in.’

	 

	“Then I was at a Mormon church for a while. We’d sing songs like, ‘I want to ride my bicycle. I want to ride my bike. I want to ride my bicycle. I want to ride it where I like.’

	 

	“I became a believer and I led worship at a Church of Christ. (He turns his guitar over to pretend like he’s playing the silent backside; audience laughs loudly) You can laugh. Go ahead. They laughed; they love that joke.” 

	 

	But, again, we’re tempted to call that practice out to the followers, as being ludicrous, and ask what the Church of Christ is even talking about. But it’s not an effective way to witness to them. Again, the Church of Christ is another that came out at the same time God was doing a great revival. That’s when these folks were also popping up on the scene. Now, if groups don’t want to use instruments, that’s okay and they certainly don’t have to. But here are some problems:

	 

	“Some within the Church of Christ are fanatically against instruments to the point of declaring that any church that uses musical instruments is not a true biblical or godly church. Such dogmatism is the mark of a cult.”

	 

	Another issue in the Church of Christ is that they claim to be the ‘one true church,’ outside of which there is no true salvation. That is no different than the doctrine taught by the Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Catholicism.

	 

	“This is completely unbiblical. There is no one Church or denomination that encompasses the entire Body of Christ. The ‘one true Church of Christ’ is composed of all those who have, by grace through faith, personally received Jesus Christ as Savior.”

	 

	The Body of Christ is anyone and everyone, inside or outside any particular group or denomination, or wherever they may be, who have truly come to Jesus Christ by faith; thereby receiving God’s gracious gift, which is the work of Jesus on the cross that bring them salvation. If that’s the case with any individual on earth, they are a Christian. The Church is not a building or denomination. The Church is “Ecclesia,” in Latin, or “Ekklesia” in Greek, both of which mean a group of “called out ones.” We, in the Church, have all been called out from this world and it has made us new creatures in Christ.

	 

	A third issue with the Church of Christ is their doctrine on baptism. They believe baptism is necessary to be saved. Well, guess what. That’s not the gospel. It’s not Christianity. That’s a works-based salvation where they took something symbolic, just like Catholicism does with communion, and turned it into a work that needs to be performed by an individual for them to supposedly earn their own salvation through their own efforts. Again, that’s not the gospel or Christianity so they can say they’re Christians until they’re blue in the face, but those who believe that are not Christians. What they are putting their faith in is not evangelical biblical Christianity.

	 

	So, the Church of Christ claims baptism is required for salvation, and I’ll agree there is no denying it symbolic importance, but it does not save us. Many Scripture verses back that up. And again, the belief that baptism is required for salvation is the type of teaching that is consistent with a cult.

	 

	“The Church of Christ teaches that baptism is a work that God requires before He grants salvation.”

	 

	But, what about a person who gets saved and then fails to reach the baptism because of a fatal car wreck? What about the man next to Jesus on the cross? Because of his faith in Jesus, our Lord said the man would make it to Heaven that day. But he and Christ surely hadn’t hopped off their crosses, when no one was looking, and get the guy baptized. And, how about Paul, saying God sent him, not primarily to baptize, but to preach the gospel. If baptism was needed for salvation, why would Paul say that? It would have been ludicrous. Again, that kind of teaching is the mark of a cult.

	 

	“As Titus 3:5 declares, ‘He, God saved us, not by works of righteousness that we have done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.’”

	 

	So, the Second Great Awakening was happening in full force with folks getting saved all over the place. The Baptists and Methodists were growing by leaps and bounds, while Christians were using media and circuit preachers to get God’s Word out to our entire country. It was a historically, effective time for us, with tons of people getting saved. When, suddenly, out from the midst of this great movement of God, came a bunch of false, phony, fake pseudo-Christian, leaders, who drug folks off the road and into a deep ditch. Seventh Day Adventists was started by one of those leaders and was one of those groups.

	 

	Because of the kick back I got when first promoting this Seventh Day Adventists study, I feel like I need other people to see that I’m not the only one exposing this. Others have come out to say Seventh Day Adventists is not biblical Christianity and that it a cult, so we are going to finish this chapter with the transcript of a video interview about Seventh Day Adventists:

	 

	Interviewer: “How should we as believers view, the Seventh Day Adventists denomination?”

	 

	Interviewee: “Well, even the word, ‘denomination,’ is one that raises questions in the minds of some evangelicals. Should Seventh Day Adventism be considered a denomination? Historically, it’s been regarded as a cult, though there are some, in more recent decades, who want to have more of an open attitude towards Adventists. I’m talking about an evangelical perspective. So, the question is one that has been raised because of Ben Carson’s involvement in the Republican primaries.

	 

	Historically, the Adventist movement actually started in the early 19th century, in the 1800s. There was a man named William Miller. William Miller believed, through his study of Scripture, that he had figured out when Jesus was going to come back. He said Jesus was going to return sometime between March 21st, 1843 and March 21st, 1844. The Lord Jesus did not return and so he adjusted his date and said, no, it’s going to be October 22nd, 1844. His followers were known as the Millerites and when Jesus didn’t come back on that date, they experienced what they call the great disappointment. And obviously Miller’s calculations, his predictions, did not come true.

	 

	“Most people realized that his calculations had been wrong, but there was a small group who said, wait a second, maybe his calculations aren’t wrong; maybe it’s just the event he associated with his calculations that is wrong. The early Seventh Day Adventists came up with the doctrine of what they call, Christ’s Heavenly work of atonement. What they say is that, on October 22nd 1844, Jesus went from the Holy place in the Heavenly sanctuary, into the Holy of Holies to continue a second work of atonement in Heaven; something they call a work of ‘investigative judgment.’ So that is how the whole movement got started and a young woman named Ellen Harmon; later Ellen G. White is her married name, she began to receive visions. Through these visions that she received, supposedly, she gave, really, the basis to the Seventh Day Adventist movement.”

	 

	Interviewer: “So, let’s talk about the Sabbath because obviously they meet on Saturday, but they have a wrong view of what the Sabbath is biblically speaking.”

	 

	Interviewee: “Well yeah, I would say that there’s really three big problems with Seventh Day Adventist doctrine; three major reasons why evangelicals should be very concerned and why they shouldn’t just embrace Adventism as a denomination. It’s not a denomination. It’s something that really is outside of evangelical Biblical Christianity. Here are three reasons why: number one would be that they do have (in spite of some of the statements that they make about salvation being by grace), they really do have a legalistic understanding of the gospel and that’s seen in their insistence that Christians observe the Sabbath and that Christians observe certain dietary laws out of Leviticus 11 and so on.

	 

	The Apostle Paul addresses those issues in Colossians 2:16 and 17, which makes it very clear that, as Christians, as those who are no longer bound by the Old Covenant because we are under the New Covenant in Christ; that we are not bound to observe the Sabbath or observe dietary laws. The rest of the New Testament really underscores the fact that believers met on the first day of the week; the day of Christ’s resurrection. So that is one big concern, this legalistic understanding of what is required for Christians: the Sabbath, dietary laws, etc. 

	 

	The second big concern is this work of Heavenly atonement. We know from the book of Hebrews that Christ’s work of atonement was once and for all on the cross. Hebrews chapter 10: after He completed that once and for all sacrifice, He sat down at the right hand of the Father. Nothing in the New Testament indicates that he’s performing a second work of atonement in Heaven. So, this idea of adding to Christ’s work of atonement is really problematic. And even the investigative judgment side of it, where supposedly Christ is looking at people’s works to see who is worthy to enter Heaven, that again is a works-based legalistic understanding of salvation and I think it’s a big problem. 

	 

	And then the third major area of concern, would be with regard to the way Ellen G. White is treated. They elevate Ellen G. White as an authoritative prophetess. And any time you have a movement that elevates anyone or anything to a level of equal authority, and in reality greater authority than Scripture, because they say that Scripture has to be interpreted through the lens of Ellen G. White, I think you are setting yourself up for major problems.”

	 

	And it was all because they violated Scripture. Originally, the Millerites leader set three dates and failed on all of them, and then even though that original guy admitted he had been wrong to do it. Some did not want to repent and just had to keep it going. So, they glommed onto the “visions” from this Ellen lady, to keep running with their false teaching. That is at the root of the Seventh Day Adventism.

	 

	In the next chapter, we’ll take a look at the three who, unfortunately, kept it going: Joseph Bates and James White, with the latter marrying Ellen, who became Ellen G. White.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Two

	————————————

	The Great Disappointment

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	So far, in this study, we’ve learned that the Seventh Day Adventist organization is a cult. Is that because it is what we want to believe? No. They fit the secular and biblical definitions of a cult, so from both the saved and unsaved camps, Seventh Day Adventists, unfortunately, meets that definition. We also know they’re a cult because, like all cults, their source of authority is non-Bible and that’s especially apparent when we see they had a history of someone being touted as the only human ever to correctly understand and interpret the Bible for the rest of us. That is certainly the case with Seventh Day Adventists having Ellen G. White as their source of authority.

	 

	From a messed up source of authority, cults always get the other main foundations of their faith wrong, with false teaching on the nature of God, including the Trinity, the personal work of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, which are all big ones, but to insure a bright future, you don’t want to be wrong on the nature of salvation; how you get to Heaven. And, as the Bible teaches, we know that is only through Jesus Christ. Along with all kinds of other ways that cults veer from the Bible, one thing they always do is require a list of false methods to supposedly attain Heaven; they are always works-based salvation systems, which God looks at as filthy rags being tossed at Him.

	 

	Another important point we made was the heart check, we Christians need before witnessing to an Adventist. We don’t want to win a debate with them. Instead, we need to love them to Jesus. We need to get equipped to understand where they are coming from, why they are wrong, and then love them enough to tell them the truth that leads them to Jesus.

	 

	Again, the Seventh Day Adventists began through the actions of William Miller, which taught the whole world an important lesson: Don’t set a date! By that, I don’t mean with your wife or husband. In fact, we recommend dates with your spouse in our series on marriage, A Marriage Built to Last: 11 Steps to Building a Solid Marriage. So, set dates with your husband or wife but do not do so with the imminent return of Jesus Christ.

	 

	In this chapter, we’ll talk about the unfortunate outcome of one guy setting dates for Christ’s Return and even though the guy was finally pounded into submission by failing three times, his movement birthed a whole bunch of spin-off groups and cults that we’re still dealing with over 170 years later. It was all from one guy violating Scripture. As mentioned, the timeframe of the William Miller’s date setting was in the 1840s, during the Second Great Awakening, which saw it heyday in the 1830s and 1840s. There were great things happening in a huge and true movement of God. I’m not referring to that phony stuff you hear about people wiggling around on the floor and babbling incoherently. This time in our history, we saw real genuine revival with masses of Americans getting saved. In some cases, whole towns got saved as the Spirit of God was moving across our country.

	 

	Unfortunately, though, always with a great movement of God, the devil jumps up on the scene to raise fake pseudo-Christian groups. Seventh Day Adventists is one such group, which came along at this time of good work, to pollute the one way to salvation through Jesus. 

	 

	The followers of William Miller were known as the Millerites and that movement birthed the Seventh Day Adventists organization. Again, there were other spinoff groups from the Millerites. A whole bunch of falsehoods were attaching themselves for what they could get out of that time’s massive growth for the Christian Church. Some were the Church of Christ, the Mormons, and the early Charismatic Movement. With that last one, I’d have a hard time even doing justice to touching on it here. But we have a whole, huge detailed study on it as part of World Religions, Cults & The Occult. It’s called, Charismatic Chaos.

	 

	So, that wonderful genuinely, Spiritual and Godly revival met with a whole bunch of falsehood infused by the devil. It’s the same thing that’s happening during the early Church. Right as the Church was taking off from Christ’s time on earth, right away in Acts 2 and elsewhere in the New Testament, the very disciples who were with Christ, were already writing about how false teachers and false prophets were creeping into the Church and leading people astray. It’s further proof that, during God’s great movements, unfortunately the enemy is right there too.

	 

	Now, let’s get a bit deeper into who William Miller was. Miller was born 1782 and died in 1849. He died just 5 years after the final 1844 date he had set for Jesus’ Second Coming, which we’re still dealing with today. Miller never should have touched Bible prophecy with a ten-foot pole, right? And it’s because we all know the study of Bible prophecy is bad, right? No, it is not! In fact, Revelation 1 says,

	 

	“Blessed is he who reads, who hears, who takes to heart the words contained within this book.”

	 

	Prophecy is the Apocalypse, (Apokalypsis in the Greek), which means, “the unveiling” of Jesus Christ, as far as His Return. That’s the good news, so who would, of course, want to know about it. The Bible says it’s a triple blessing for us to study, whether we talk about the Old Testament or the New Testament with the First Coming or the Second Coming. The latter outlines exciting times ahead for Christians, like the Millennial Kingdom and the Eternal State. Bible prophecy is awesome, and extremely important, as we can see from the fact that it makes up approximately one-third of the Bible.

	 

	But here’s what is sad: I’m glad Miller wanted to talk about the Second Coming of Christ and that he chose to teach on prophecy, but why did he have to start setting dates?! Come on!! When the Bible says nobody knows, it is talking about you, me, and everyone, including Miller. It all went downhill from there and the stink is still in our society over 170 years later. But it’ a good thing Miller has been the only one we got perverting doctrine from, right? Luckily, we haven’t seen other false teachers, like Miller pop up, right? I wish that were true, but Miller’s festering date-setting falsehood is just the tip of the iceberg of what we have to fight these days.

	 

	Again, from William Miller came the Millerites, which spawned the Seventh Day Adventists, but also, later movements found inspiration in Miller’s false predictions. Even though Miller finally admitted his mistakes, others wanted to keep it going and, believe it or not, one of those who thought he did a good thing was the Bahai Faith. You may know about the Bahai Faith from our twelve-part video series or the book called, New Age and The Last Days Deception. The Bahai Faith actually credits William Miller, saying his prediction of 1844 was accurate. They claim he did a good thing, except that they say he got the wrong person. According to Bahai Faith, that year was not the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, but instead, saw the return of “the Bab.” That entity is neither a Barbara, an old-time Yankees baseball player, nor a children’s pig story.  For those who haven’t seen a study like ours on the New Age movement, I need to take a quick detour into the Bahai Faith, which is an extension from the Shiites of Islam in Persia (modern-day Iran).

	 

	The Bahai Faith started on May 22 of 1844, which was the year of William Miller’s final date set for Christ’s return. A guy named Siyyid Ali-Mohammed declared himself to be “the Bab,” which in Farsi means “the gate.” Who also let us know they are “the Gate?” That, of course, was Jesus, so the Bab was claiming to be “the gate,” or “the Messiah.”

	 

	We also have our video series and book about Islam called, Islam: Religion of War or Peace? If you saw, or read, any of that study, or even if you’ve only watched the news, you know Islam does not take kindly to people saying there are other ways than that advocated by Muhammad, who taught about their version of God,  Allah. As you would expect, they hunted, persecuted, and killed the Bab’s followers, which was eventually the same outcome for the Bab. But, before he died, the Bab spoke of a coming prophet he referred to as, “He whom God shall make manifest.”

	 

	So, twenty years later in 1863, one of the Bab’s followers, Mirza Husayn Ali Nuri, donned the title of “Bahaullah,” which means “glory of God.” and in that way declared himself the fulfillment of the Bab’s prophesy. The Bab’s followers were called “the Babis” and those of Bahaullah’s were “the Bahais.” That’s where we get the “Bahai Faith.” 

	 

	So, this Bab guy popped onto the scene and they killed him. But, before he died, he foretold of another Messiah figure, even greater than himself, who would supposedly come after him. Well, along came the Bahaullah guy who claimed to be the fulfillment of the Bab’s prediction and that is why the Bahai Faith, even from way over there, is big on William Miller’s 1844 prediction. That was when the Bab started the Bahai Faith.

	 

	As we saw in our New Age study, even though the Bahai Faith says they believe in one God, the religion is basically an all-inclusive one just as New Age is. With both having the philosophy of “come one, come all,” they teach that there are many different versions of the truth, including all the non-biblical scriptures outside Christianity; what they would consider holy books. They say there are a multitude of paths to get to the good place when we die, so it’s just fine to create one big global religion.

	 

	Do we see any signs of that today? Of course, we do because, as we know from studying Bible prophecy and see with the fast-growing New Age movement, the extra-biblical world of faith is coalescing toward a one-world religion. It’s the same mindset at the core of the Bahai Faith that is ushering people into the right mindset to accept a one-world religion. They pitch it to use with slogans like, “Can’t we all just get along?”

	 

	The Bahai Faith even advocates studying “holy” books, outside their own manuscripts, and promotes a universal education and language. They do not allow proselytizing (witnessing), which is just what we see today from the ecumenical movement, including guys like Rick Warren in California who is working with the Muslims. It is weird how he warns against witnessing.

	 

	The Bahai Faith denies the sufficiency of Christ and our Bible. They also say that Krishna, Buddha, Jesus, Muhammad, and the Bab, were all manifestations of God. Doesn’t that sound familiar? How do people often refer to Jesus these days? It’s often something like, “Oh yeah, He was a good teacher, but He’s no different than Buddha, Muhammad, etc. That is how the Bahai Faith is invading our culture. They also teach that the latest of these manifestations to come in the future will have the highest authority and will be the most complete revelation of God. I wonder who that might end up being. Yes, you guessed it. Just like New Age, the Bahai Faith is setting people up to accept the Antichrist. Both have come on the scene here, in the last days, to prepare people for a one-world religious worship and the one world government. So, we must all get along and meld our beliefs together, merging into an all-inclusive mindset, that will be open to accepting the coming Antichrist. It’s more of Revelation falling into place.

	 

	That’s a quick look at the Bahai Faith, with their supposed second coming of the Bab in 1844. I’m sure you agree, it’s a strange connect to the Millerite movement. And, again, even though Miller finally disavowed his date setting, the Bahai Faith and as we’ll see, a bunch of other false teachings, just had to keep the unbiblical movement going.

	 

	Now, let’s get back to William Miller: he was born in 1782, in Massachusetts. His parents were Captain Miller, who was a veteran of the American Revolutionary War, and his mother, Paulina. When William was four years old, they moved to Low Hampton, New York. In 1803, he married Lucy Smith and took up farming. If he only would have stopped there; just stick with the plow, dude! Why, why, why!? I don’t know what Miller’s inspiration was, but it reminds me of this:

	 

	“One day a farmer was out planting a field and saw two clouds in the sky. He continued to look and noticed that they formed the letters, “P and C.” So, the farmer thought about these letters for a while and concluded it must be some kind of a sign from God that he was to Preach Christ. So, the farmer determined that he would follow what he thought was the will of God. He sold his farm, enrolled in Bible college, and upon graduating he started to preach Christ.

	 

	“However, it soon became obvious to all, that this was not his calling. His preaching was so terrible that after hearing him preach for a few minutes, most of the congregation would get up, shake their heads, and leave the building.  As you can guess, the ex-farmer was disheartened so he poured his heart out to a friend saying, ’I can’t understand it. I mean, the Lord showed me the big ”P.C.” in the sky. I thought that was telling me to Preach Christ, so I think I’ve done what the Lord told me to do, but things are not working out.’

	 

	“His friend looked at him and said, ‘Well, maybe P.C. just meant, Plant Corn’ “

	 

	Why, why, why, and why did Miller have to set dates!? I wish I’d have been there to tell him: just plant corn, would you?! But, no, he had to violate the Scripture and now his crop is a bunch of false teaching, false teachers, false prophets, and cults.

	 

	After farming for a while, Miller apparently dropped the corn thing and was elected to a lot of different civil offices. He became constable, deputy sheriff, justice of the peace, and also served in the Vermont militia, where he was commissioned as a lieutenant in 1810. He was reasonably well off; owning a house, land, and at least two horses. So, basically, with a two-car garage, this guy had it goin’ on.

	Shortly after marrying Lucy Smith, and moving to her nearby town of Poultney, Vermont, Miller rejected his Baptist heritage and became a “Deist.” As we talked about, a deist believes there is a God, but He is uninvolved in our affairs. They think God wound up this world’s clock and then sat back to watch saying, “Okay, you’re on your own.” Of course, that is a lie. So, Miller was raised in the Church, the Baptist Church, and yet he rejected that. Does that happen in the Church today? Do 100% of folks growing up in the Church today come out born-again Christians? As we know, going to Church, does not save you, but why do people turn away? With this kind of thing happening, it makes me keep going back to the particular church we’re talking about in each case. What was that church like? Did those people not get to hear the gospel? How could a person be raised in a Christian Church and still not know Christ? Now, I know there’s an element of individual responsibility, and the Church can do the right thing. But as Christian parents today, we know everyone still makes their own choice, while we do the best we can to give them the information they need to know Christ. But it’s just sad about each one that slips through the cracks. Here’s what Miller said contributed to him rejecting his “Baptist” faith:

	 

	“The deists put into my hands the works of ‘Voltaire’, David Hume, Thomas Paine, Ethan Allen, and other deistical writers.”

	 

	So, what was it that influenced him to reject his “Baptist” heritage? It was media. Is media being used today to cause our children, who’ve been raised in the Church, to reject Jesus Christ? Yes! And it’s not just in books these days because the secular educational system is a main driver, turning kids away from God. There is also the media of television, movies, and now social media. Media today, just like back then, is being used to grab people who have been raised in the Church and cause them to reject their upbringing. The same happened to William Miller, way back then.

	 

	So, Miller had become a deist and in so doing, rejected God’s Word. At the outbreak of the War of 1812, he transferred to the 30th Infantry Regiment in Burlington, Vermont. He spent most the war working as a recruiter and was eventually promoted to captain. Miller saw his first action at the Battle of Plattsburgh, where vastly outnumbered, American forces overcame the British. Apparently, against all odds, the colonies won. Here is what Miller wrote about that event:

	 

	“The fort I was in was exposed to every shot. Bombs, rockets, and shrapnel shells fell as thick as hailstones.”

	 

	He said one of these many shots had exploded two feet from him, wounding three of his men and killing another. But Miller survived without a scratch. From that experience, Miller came to view the outcome of the battle as miraculous; so, he began to reject the deist view, as it dawned on him, that maybe God is involved in the affairs of men. He thought there is no way God is not involved because this bomb went off right next to him and he came away without a scratch. The other four guys were either injured or killed, but he came out fine, so he decided there has got to be a God in control. Miller later said this:

	 

	“It seemed to me that the Supreme Being must have watched over the interests of this country in a special manner and delivered us from the hands of our enemies, so surprising a result, against such odds, did seem to me the work of a mightier power than man.”

	 

	Fortunately, that steered Miller back into a better direction, away from deism. After the war, he went back home to Poultney and, shortly after, they moved back to his hometown of Low Hampton where he bought a farm. If I could go back in time, I would just want to tell him, “Dude, just plant the corn! Or grow broccoli. I don’t care what you grow, and I hate broccoli, but just stick to broccoli!” Unfortunately, Miller did not take my advice from the future and stopped farming. Now, that farm is a historic site, operated by the Adventist Heritage Ministry.

	 

	By this time, Miller was becoming deeply concerned about the questions of death and the afterlife. He’d just gone through a war, which normally wakes a person up as soldier’s friends often die right in front of you. His sister also died, at this time, so he was developing more of an open frame of mind. After the emotion of having friends and family dying around him, which probably got him thinking hard about eternity, instead of going to the Scripture, Miller felt there were only two options possible following death: accountability, which means you will stand before God to be judged; or annihilationism. Which route did he chose? It was annihilation. That’s where his date setting came from.

	 

	Death is, of course, a hard thing for us humans to wrestle with. We dealt with it in our larger study, The Character of God: Defeating Practical Atheism, and specifically the smaller part of that, Please Don’t Go to Hell. In that study, we looked at the reality that there is a hell. People may believe that, but many these days want to soften the harshness of it. The harsh truth is that hell lasts forever. Because of our free will, granted by God, we are given the choice to choose eternal life or eternal punishment. We can’t get around that, so it should scare us, freak us out, and extinguish any procrastination, or apathy we might have about witnessing to those headed there. Anyone not saved by the time they take their last breath, are going to hell forever. There is no “poof”, no annihilation. But I think people came up with that idea, because it’s hard to confront folks with that truth. Still, whether we like it, lump it, or wish we could leave it out, what does the Bible say? God did not originally create hell for people. It was made for the devil and the demons, but if we want to rebel and reject God’s free gift, that he didn’t have to suffer through or even offer us, then we’ve made our choice and to hell we will go.

	 

	That’s where the annihilationism came into the lineage of Miller and its effects are still present today, in the groups he inspired. Soon after he got back to his hometown, Miller began to show signs of getting back to his “Baptist” faith. I keep quoting that word because it normally takes on the connotation that a person is a born-again Christian if he or she is a Baptist. But, again, does attending a Baptist Church automatically save us? Does that membership check some box in Heaven, so Saint Peter at the Pearly Gates just refers to the paperwork where you have been cleared to enter because you’re a Baptist? No, of course there is no Baptist box, but it’s the assumption I’m struggling with. We just need to keep in mind that salvation is always a personal heart issue and can be helped or hindered by the instruction given whether biblical or non-biblical.

	 

	It was recorded that Miller, supposedly, went back to the “Baptist” faith, but in public he was advocating both ways; he was espousing deism while simultaneously attending his local Baptist Church. Hmmm, does that mean we sometimes get people at Church services that are not saved and can spill out a bunch of false beliefs? Could that person even get into a teaching or even leadership position within the Church where he or she spreads their false teachings within the Church? That never happens today, right? Yeah, you can, that came straight from sarcasm.com. Remember that web address because, with this story, we will be hitting that site a lot more. So, false teachers were infiltrating the Church, even back then, and it just goes to show we need to be diligent about safeguarding God’s Word. 

	 

	Again, Miller started leaning more towards his previous Baptist faith, whatever the fullness of that meant personally for him and his Church but was following his conversion back to his root faith. Miller’s deist friends challenged him to explain his views. So, this was a good part of the story, where Miller got into the Bible. And, whether we are referencing the Old Testament or the New Testament, one third of the Bible deals with what? A full one third of it is Bible prophecy. So, if a person sets out to study the whole Bible, he or she is going to learn a lot of prophecy.

	 

	Miller dove into the Bible, studied Bible prophecy, and proceeded to get way outside of just planting the corn! The Bible and its very interesting prophecy, along with the corn or soybeans he grew, should have been plenty for this guy. Sadly though, he didn’t read about why he shouldn’t, and apparently couldn’t, resist setting dates. Again, Bible prophecy is good, but a person cannot violate Scripture with date setting, just because he or she feels they have knowledge no one else does, since their calculator is bigger, or they think their brain works better than the process that created the Holy Spirit breathed Bible. Those kinds of people give a bad name to the rest of us, who teach the entire Bible including Bible prophecy.

	 

	So the Bible tells all of us to study and teach the whole Bible, which Miller was doing, but then his trip through the Scriptures careened off a cliff, and blew up in a giant ball of flames, when he started date setting. Like most who set dates, Miller had a verse he focused on and it was Daniel 8:14. 

	 

	In recent years, the passage sited has been Revelation 12. Luckily though, when these modern-day date setters got it wrong with September 23rd, 2017, they quit, right? No, just as Miller did, today’s date setters doubled down with September 24th. And, when that didn’t happen, they quickly pointed to the 30th of September. Unlike Miller, but just like Miller’s followers, when that too failed, making it three strikes, some of these present-day, date setters are keeping it going. When you study this modern-day September 23rd date setters, you find they’re splintering off, just like those from Miller’s teachings. Again, maybe we’re seeing a new cult or sub cults being born before our eyes? The same thing is going on today, which makes our study of Seventh Day Adventists even more applicable. Here is the verse Miller relied on, Daniel 8:14:

	 

	“He said to me, ‘For 2,300 days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.’ “

	 

	Miller interpreted a day in Scripture to be a calendar year for us and believed the cleansing of the sanctuary is talking about earth. He taught that the cleansing would be Jesus coming back to purify the earth by fire, etc., blah, blah, blah. Miller thought the 2,300 days would have started at 457 B.C., a supposed date for the decree to rebuild Jerusalem. There’s a whole other debate about whether that’s even a correct date. According to Miller’s calculations, the 2,300 “year” period would end in 1843 (with a little wiggle room included so it could be as late as somewhere in 1844). Miller said this:

	 

	“I was thus brought to the solemn conclusion that in about 25 years from that time, 1818, all the affairs of our present state would be wound up.”

	So, he didn’t keep it to himself. He could have thought about all he wanted while planting corn, but he had to tell others and he even used the media of that day, just like those giving dates today. Its history repeating itself because we haven’t learned the lesson. As the saying goes, “Those who don’t learn from their history are doomed to repeat it.” It’s still going on today. If Miller would have kept his unbiblical thoughts in the cornfield, we wouldn’t have all these false teachings from that time, and I haven’t even gotten to most of the massive cult activity, which came from his movement. It’s all from one guy violating Scripture.

	 

	Using the 19th century media, Miller started submitting articles to a newspaper, the Vermont Telegraph. That quickly went crazy, with a flood of inquiries coming in. Remember, this was during the second great revival happening in America. At that time, people had a high spiritual interest, with so many being saved. Those new Christians wanted to know what the Bible says, including the third of the Bible that is prophecy. Miller’s timing was ripe to take advantage.

	 

	Two years later, by 1834, Miller was unable to comply with all the invitations to travel and preach so he put together a 64-page tract about his targeted time period. It was titled, The evidence from Scripture and History of the Second Coming of Christ. Notice he gave himself a year of wiggle room.

	 

	“From 1840 on, Millerism was transformed from an obscure regional movement, into a national campaign.”

	 

	Millerism went nuts! Luckily, our modern-day September 23rd date only had a few people fall for it, right? There are only a few still following it now, right? No! It’s crazy how typical this date setting of today is compared to past movements, like Miller’s.

	 

	“Miller stated, ‘My principle beliefs are that Jesus Christ will come again to this earth, cleanse, purify, and take possession of the same, with all the saints, between March 21st, 1843 and March 21st, 1844.’”

	 

	March of 1844 passed, without incident, so Miller quit his date setting, repented for violating Scripture, and went back to raising corn, right? No, unfortunately, he kept the thing going after deciding he’d been using a wrong calendar. Again, this is exactly what’s going on today! So, Miller’s movement, the Millerites, dredged up the Hebrew karaite calendar to replace the Hebrew rabbinic calendar, they had been using. Apparently, a sub sect of Jewish guys used the karaite calendar in the ninth century. Those guys came up with their own version of the calendar, which disagreed with the rabbinic calendar. This new one allowed the Millerites to keep it going with a new date: April 18th, 1844.

	 

	When that day came and went, with one more big fail, there was still more of 1844 left so in August of 1844, at a “camp meeting,” the new date was presented. A camp meeting, in those days, was like the Church and prophecy conferences of today, that I’m blessed to speak at quite a bit. Camp meetings had speakers come to town and the gospel was normally given, so people were getting saved.

	 

	At this camp meeting, they were still using the Jewish karate calendar (or karaite, as it’s spelled, but I’m not sure how it’s pronounced), and they came up with a new date. It was said that Christ’s second coming would be the karaite calendar’s 10th day of the 7th month of that present year, 1844. That made the new date October 22nd, 1844. That day, too, turned out to be such a traumatic fail, that history records it being labeled, “The Great Disappointment.” Here’s the transcript of a video detailing events of that time:

	 

	William Miller: “Daniel’s vision, a vision from God; and he said, ‘I was frightened and fell upon my face. He said unto me,’ ‘Understand o’ son of man, your wisdom belongs to the end of time.’”

	 

	Narrator: “In the mid-19th century, a Baptist preacher, William Miller, traveled the country preaching that the Second Coming of Christ was close at hand. Tens of thousands believed he was right.”

	 

	Cindy Tutch of the Ellen White Estate: “The pivotal text that William Miller centered his apocalyptic lectures on was Daniel 8:14: ‘On to 2,300 days and then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.’ He thought the sanctuary was the earth and it would be cleansed by the fires of the Second Coming.”

	 

	Narrator: “Miller’s followers determined the cleansing would come on a single date: October 22nd, 1844. One of those who came to hear Miller speak was a young woman, Ellen White.”

	 

	Ellen’s great grandson, Charles White: “At that time Ellen White, my great grandmother, and the whole family, went to hear him. They were all impressed. They were impressed by his sincerity, his knowledge of the Bible, his understanding of prophecy, and his ability to explain things clearly and succinctly.”

	 

	Miller character preaching: “That described by the holy Scriptures; cleansing by fire!”

	 

	Narrator: “As October 22nd approached, true believers prepared to meet their God. Farmers abandoned their crops and livestock. Shop owners closed their businesses. Others simply threw away their money. People are singing ‘Rock of Ages’ around the campfire. That night people gathered and waited to be united with their God. But the next morning, Ellen White and the others awoke to a world unchanged. She believed with her whole heart that Jesus was coming. She writes in her own writings, ‘I went home, and I cried all night.’”

	 

	That was exactly like the recent hype, and predictable disappointment, of September 24th, 2017! Just like those who had pushed September 23rd, 2017, luckily Ellen G. White finally came to her senses and wrote this in her diary: ”God, I repent. Would you please forgive me for following and advocating a false teacher? I will never again listen to anyone who sets a date!” 

	 

	Again, that website is heavysarcasm.com. Unfortunately, that is not what happened. Just as some have done recently in continuing the September 23rd movement, the many Millerites followers, like Ellen G. White, just had to keep it going, even after three strikes! And, because of that, we’re still dealing with the Millerites stuff today. After that latest failure, Miller said this:

	 

	“Our fondest hopes and expectations were blasted. And such a spirit of weeping came over us as I’ve never experienced before. We wept and wept till dawn.”

	 

	At that point, there were a lot of followers who were just done with it all.  Many probably realized they’d been naïve, to get sucked into that stuff, and probably vowed never to listen to date setters again. That’s a good thing, but it most likely also meant many of those folks would never again want to read the third of the Bible, containing Bible prophecy.

	 

	So, some left the movement, but many Millerites did keep the thing going. Miller died five years later. In his time leading the movement, he had amassed a crowd of followers, some estimated to be anywhere from 50,000 to 500,000. And, this was before television, radio, and social media, as well as at a time of a population in America that was a tiny fraction of what it is today. So, a ton of people got pulled into that, just like what’s going on today with the remnants of the Sept 23rd, 2017 movement.

	 

	So, the Millerites time birthed the Seventh Day Adventist Church, founded in large part by Ellen G. White, who was right there in the crowd with Miller, experiencing the “Great Disappointment.” Miller gave it up, but in 1845, those Millerites who didn’t want it to end, kept it going with a meeting to figure out where they got the dates wrong so they could move on to a new false-hope date. To his credit, Miller actually spent the rest of the five years of his life trying to get those people to flip like he had and realize that date setting was a bad idea. But many didn’t listen, so the movement turned into all these cult groups, we’re going to talk about that in this book.

	Miller died as his legacy gave birth to what’s called Adventism, which today claims 22 million believers with the largest part of that being the Seventh Day Adventist Church at 18 million. That is what our society today has to deal with because one guy violated Scripture. I can’t say it enough, the Bible tells us not to set a date! The Millerites movement became known as Adventism, which refers to Jesus’ Second Coming. Again, there is nothing wrong with the study of the Advent, and in fact, the Bible encourages it, even promising a special blessing to students of it. But, about that same Second Coming, the Bible declares that we will not know when.

	 

	Miller’s Adventism gave rise to the Millerites and, after the Great Disappointment, the followers held a well-attended 1945 meeting that had the result of splitting the movement into three main sections. 

	 

	The first to form had, as their leaders, Hiram Edson, Joseph Bates, and James White. Of course, that last one later become husband to Ellen G. White, who became their so-called prophetess. Still to this day, Seventh Day Adventists presents their own version of the Bible, complete with Ellen’s words merged with God’s Holy Words in the Christian Bible. We’ll get to that later. But that history is how we got the Seventh Day Adventist Church that we are still dealing with today. The Seventh Day Adventists developed a secondary split when some followed a guy named, Gilbert Cranmer. That group was called, the Seventh-day Church of God.

	 

	The second major section of followers, from the 1945 big-split meeting, had a leader named Joshua Himes. They became the First-day Adventists, or the Evangelical Adventist Church. These guys had three secondary splits and even more break offs from those splits. A guy named, Cummings, started the Adventist Christians, or the Advent Christian Church. Another split had the leaders, Walsh and Storrs, and it was called, the Life and Advent Union. Those last two entities influenced a guy named Charles Taze Russell and his “Bible Students.” Who is Russell, you might ask? He founded Jehovah’s Witnesses, whose false teachings are the same as Seventh Day Adventists on things like annihilationism and the blasphemy that Jesus is the Archangel Michael, just to name a couple. Those guys influenced Russell who started that other giant organization we have today that estimates 20 million people attending their annual memorial meetings. Again, all this is from the act of one guy violating Scripture by setting a date.

	 

	Himes’ First-day Adventists saw another splinter group come out of them, with a leader named Marsh. That group was called, the Age-to-come Adventists, or the Churches of God. Later, the latter would become the Church of God, or the Worldwide Church of God, with Herbert Armstrong as leader. I’ll get to that in a minute, but this lineage gives you their origin. Marsh’s group saw two splinter groups with a guy named, Wilson, starting the Church of God of the Abrahamic Faith and another, with the last name of Thomas, who founded the Christadelphians, which has approximately 50,000 followers in 120 countries.

	 

	Guys named, Turner and Hale, led the third section that split off from the original Millerites. That was the Spiritualizer Adventists, who believed what had taken place was more of a spiritual event.

	 

	So, there is a quick look at what Adventism and the Millerites spawned at their big meeting in 1945, the Albany Conference. Sixty-one delegates got together to determine the future course and meaning of the Millerites movement. Had I been running that meeting, our shortest conference ever held, would have recorded only these words: “We repent and are returning to the Bible!” Instead, they wanted to keep it going so, following that meeting, we got these major groups we still see today: Evangelical Adventists, the Life and Advent Union, Advent Christian Church, and, of course, the Seventh Day Adventist Church. As we mentioned, Miller didn’t join any of these groups until he died only five years later, he tried to get people away from date setting. Unfortunately, Miller’s legacy shows he was extremely successful accumulating followers, but not as good at getting them to stop.

	 

	Now, let’s look at a couple of the subcategories, or splinter groups, that we just mentioned, starting with the Christadelphians. You may have seen this group on the Internet or even attended a weird meeting of theirs, and then wondered if they’re Christian. No, they are not. Pretty much anything that came from this Miller guys legacy, is not Christian or Christianity, period. Again, it’s all because one person set a date and it just blows my mind to see something similar happening right under our noses today. If the Lord should tarry and we’re still alive for a while, are we witnessing this whole September-23rd issue turning into the same thing? Unfortunately, it may turn out that way. 

	 

	Like the founders of Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Mormons, Christian Scientists, and many others, John Thomas, who founded the Christadelphians, believed “he alone had found the truth of real Christianity.” Isn’t it the same today? People are claiming to have the real calculations attained by gaining the true knowledge from Scripture. Or, maybe, they supposedly figured out some secret Hebrew interpretation, that nobody else knows, because they have a special technique that only he or she has come to understand. But it’s nothing new and all the same unbiblical teaching from man. Those are classic signs of a cult leader. I like this guy’s comment:

	 

	“One wonders how these men could study the Bible and come to the conclusion that God would leave humanity floundering in darkness, error, and apostasy for 1,800 years, only to reveal Himself to these guys at that time.”

	 

	It’s kind of the same premise from those who say things, like the 1611 King James Bible is the only correct version of God’s Word today. I don’t have a problem with the KJV, and I think it’s a great translation, but do those people mean to say that the Church had no copy of the Scriptures for 1,600 years. That doesn’t work. My point is, people often claim there was nothing before their time, or a certain time they like, is what we should believe. It’s the same thing we see with all these cult leaders who profess to have the “real” Word from God. 

	 

	Along those lines, could no one know the truth of the Scripture until this Christadelphian guy showed on the scene? Or was truth hidden from all humans before William Miller cracked open a Bible? Did God just leave mankind hanging high and dry until then? That’s what is going on there.

	 

	Besides claiming the only real truth of Christianity, the Christadelphians also teach the same two lies every cult does; they deny the deity of Christ and they are a works-based salvation. They go even further saying Jesus had a sinful nature, needed salvation from sin, and did not pre-exist. They say He had not even come into existence until His birth in Bethlehem. As with all the other cults, they have a list of things their followers must do to attain their own salvation, so those beliefs contradict the gospel. They teach that the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force, man does not have an immortal soul, and satan is not a personal being, but only a synonym for the adversary. That last one is popular today, right? So many, today, deny the literal existence of satan. Christadelphians also believe death is unconscious and they adhere to the doctrine of Annihilationism. There’s that last one again and we’re going to see many other common beliefs with all these splinter groups from Miller. Normally, when we study to understand the founder, we find out where the offspring got a lot of the same crazy stuff they believe.

	 

	The other subgroup I want to deal with quickly is the Church of God. Hey, that title includes “Church” and “God”, so it has got to be Christian, right? No, they are not. A subgroup of theirs is the Worldwide Church of God with its founder, Herbert Armstrong. But let’s deal with the Church of God first.

	 

	The Church of God has more of a charismatic flavor. And, again, I don’t have the time to get into it, but at this time, when the Church of God was starting up, we also had the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses on the scene. The latter was even another that peeled off from the Millerites movement. History also shows this was the start of the whole charismatic “movement.” The charismatics want to say it started at the Azusa Street Revival, from 1906 to roughly 1915, but it didn’t. And, by the way, with Azusa Street, there is a whole other issue about what was really going on there, with their so-called revivals. Were those events really from God? When you do the research, the answer is, no, I really don’t think so. But we’ll get into that later.

	 

	Again, the Church of God has more of a charismatic flavor. For example, there is a very unique practice they hold to. As Christians, we have a couple of ordinances we perform in remembrance, like Baptism and Communion (the Lord’s Supper). The Church of God adds foot washing to those practices.  They also believe we can achieve sinless perfection in this world and that it is a mandate. So, with that kind of legalism, the followers better do everything right, including no grumpy demeanor during services. That could be a bad spirit, so does it jeopardize their ticket to paradise? Wow! Talk about pressure. The Church of God also ordains women as ministers, which goes along with the charismatic community. They are heavy into speaking in tongues and say that it is evidence of being baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

	 

	Excuse me?! What does the Bible say? Is speaking in tongues evidence of being baptized in the Holy Spirit? Well, when do we receive the Holy Spirit of God? It is at the moment of salvation, right? So that’s a, “no!” And, in the Bible, did speaking in tongues involve talking gibberish? Does that have anything to do with speaking in tongues? That too is a, “no!” 

	 

	The Scripture shows that speaking in tongues, in no way, always occurs during biblical accounts of conversions. In fact, there are plenty of conversions in the Bible where no one is speaking in tongues. In Acts 2 and elsewhere in Scripture, we’re told when speaking in tongues occurred. And, in Acts 2, like every other place that it appears in the Bible, speaking in tongues is always in a known language and never gibberish, like we see today. In fact, gibberish is a practice in cults and the occult. So that is concerning, as are other of tongues teachings, today, that have become unbiblical.

	 

	Another belief, from the Church of God, that goes way back to the splintering from Miller, claims that Christ’s atonement provides physical healing for everyone. Who does that sound like again? It’s the charismatic root of what eventually came to be the Word of Faith Movement, which says that if you just have enough faith, you’ll get perfect wealth and perfect health. Unfortunately, we see the only guys getting rich are the ones preaching that stuff and, many of them personally don’t seem to be obtaining the advertised perfect health.

	 

	But, attaining perfect health and wealth by supposedly finally having “enough” faith, is not true. That said, God can heal, and I’ve seen it. In fact, I have experienced some of that personally. But that does not mean He always heals, and we see that in the Scriptures. Paul experienced a serious illness. Did he not have enough faith? He must not have “sowed seeds” into health and wealth preacher’s ministries, right? Is that what was happening with Paul? No.

	 

	Also, in Philippians 2, Paul’s co-worker for Christ, Epaphroditus, is clearly said to have nearly worked himself to death. Paul’s spiritual son, Timothy, was often sick. Paul did not tell him to just have more faith in order to be as healthy as he’d like. In fact, it was a medicinal issue so Paul told him to drink a bit of wine instead of just water.

	 

	That was a bit on the Church of God, so now, let’s quickly deal with the Worldwide Church of God, which is also known as Armstrongism, after Herbert W. Armstrong. His teachings are at odds with Christianity and one really weird reason is Anglo-Israelism. Listen to this:

	 

	“He believes that the modern-day Jewish people are not the true physical descendants of Israel. He believes that the lost tribes of Israel migrated to Western Europe and the present day British and Americans are actually heirs to God’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  In addition to that, he teaches soul sleep.

	 

	Soul sleep is just that common “unconsciousness at death” theme from those coming out of the Millerites. Annihilationism is another thing they have in common.

	 

	“He believes there will be three different resurrections. The first will be faithful Christians. And the second will be the bulk of the population who will have a second chance to receive the gospel.”

	 

	What does Hebrews 9:27 say? “It’s appointed man once to die, then face judgment.” We are not getting a second chance. Still, that is a popular one with cults. The Mormons do the same thing with their baptism of the dead, which is another false teaching, that says a dead person can get a second chance at everlasting life by a living person, posthumously baptizing the dead person.

	 

	“Armstrong’s third resurrection will be those that acted in such a way to be ineligible for the second chance.”

	 

	Those would be the wicked and others rejected. For them, Armstrong taught the “poof,” which is a common thread coming from the Millerites legacy: Annihilationism. Another common and false teaching Armstrong also touted is, in my opinion, where we get a lot of the influence for another false movement going through the Church today, the Hebrew Roots movement. That belief says we must keep the Old Testament law, including the festivals and things of that nature. Now, believe it or not, this same false teaching is mentioned in Scripture with Paul labeling those pushing the idea as, “Judaizers.” They were those in Biblical times who would say, “Oh yeah, we agree it’s about Jesus, but also...” you have to keep the Sabbath and keep other Old Testament laws. Paul had to deal with all these sorts of false teachers even back in the early Church.

	 

	So, that is what Armstrong was teaching at that time and we still have to deal with it today. They proclaimed it as a new work of God, but all we have to do is read the Bible to know it is really just the same old false doctrine. Armstrong taught that we have to keep the Sabbath (worship on a Saturday), and the Old Testament festivals, like the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles. He said we must celebrate them. Just as Seventh Day Adventists claims, he taught that we should follow the Old Testament dietary laws. He also said we should tithe up to 30%. So, it’s clear that the Church of God is a works-based salvation.

	 

	That’s just a couple of subgroups coming out of the main break off cults from Adventism and the Millerites. Another group that came out of all this was in the news in 1993, with the federal government’s siege on their headquarters, in Waco, Texas. They were called the Branch Davidians and they too came out of Seventh Day Adventism. Interesting, right? They were founded in 1929 by Victor Houteff and started out as the Davidian Seventh Day Adventists. The Branch Davidians split off from them. That’s where David Koresh came on the scene as their leader.

	 

	Victor Houteff was a Seventh Day Adventist schoolteacher in Southern California, who claimed he had a new message for the entire Church. What does that sound like? Again, it’s the charismatic mindset that would take too much time to touch on here, but, as mentioned, we have an enormous video study on the subject called, Charismatic Chaos.  So, that was going on during this whole time, as well as Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and all these other false teachings we’re talking about. Again, I think it’s just wild that satan instigated all that, as God was blessing us with a major true genuine revival in this country.

	 

	So, the founder of the Davidian Seventh Day Adventists Church, Victor Houteff, claimed he had gotten a new message from God and presented that to his entire church in a book he titled, The Shepherd’s Rod: 144,000--A Call for Reformation. Who does that sound like? The 144,000 is also a Jehovah’s Witness teaching. Again, it all blends together and when we understand the root, the whole collection of groups makes sense. And, unfortunately, that huge root was one guy setting a few dates. 

	 

	Here today, we are seeing what a tragedy that was and unfortunately the same type of falsehood has been planted with our generation through new dates set, starting with September 23rd, 2017. That date, and the subsequent later dates, set after its predictable failure, seems to have taken root now, and is sadly sprouting similar unbiblical movements today. Isn’t this the weirdest, wildest thing, that we would be studying the origins of what became a huge false movement? While, at the same time, we have a new one sprouting for us today? And, with the internet, it has spread faster than false teachings have been able to in the past. But I didn’t pick the time frame; God did and He’s getting us equipped, isn’t He?

	 

	Victor Houteff had his headquarters in Waco, Texas. When he died in 1955, his wife, Florence Houteff, took over, which shows more of the charismatic flavor of their group with the practice of allowing female pastors. Mrs. Houteff got all the leaders together for a supposedly imminent apocalypse, which she based on Ezekiel 9 with its verbiage about a judgment on idolaters. Of course, that common thread of date setting brought about the same failure as always.

	 

	Following that disappointment, Florence fell by the wayside and Benjamin Roden emerged to form his own group, the Branch Davidians. When Roden died, his wife, Lois Roden, took over and a power struggle ensued. A new guy had arrived at the Waco compound in 1981, and Lois ended up having an affair with him. That man was David Koresh. Koresh’s original name was Vernon Howell, and, in a minute, I will get to why he changed his name. Koresh started an affair with the group’s leader and got into a power struggle with her son, George Roden. That went back and forth with each gaining the momentum at different points and even came to the point where the different factions were storming around with guns. That started to attract attention from local authorities, including the ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms). Koresh gained control and then changed his name from Vernon Howell to David Koresh. Why that new name? He was trying to tie himself with the biblical characters: King David and King Cyrus the Great. “Koresh” is the Hebrew word for “Cyrus.”

	 

	Koresh then took “spiritual” wives, some as young as twelve. He claimed it was to create a new lineage of world rulers. With the added understandable allegations of child abuse, the authorities came knocking at the group’s door and then on February 28th, 1993, the ATF tried to get into the compound to do a search, which started the siege. That lasted 51 days and ended with the death of Koresh, eighty-two other Branch Davidian men, women, and children, as well as four ATF agents.

	 

	Wow, that turned out to be a huge disaster. So, after getting far away from Scripture with their date setting, which led up to tragedy, at least this was one cult that gave up and are completely out of existence today, right? Unfortunately, no; they are still going just like so many other intertwined tentacles shooting out from Miller’s Adventism date setting. The Branch Davidians are now called, The Branch, The Lord Our Righteousness. With David Koresh dead, they continue under the leadership of a guy named Charles Pace, who was a follower of Ben and Lois Roden. So, power has just gone back to the Roden side. Pace says Koresh twisted the Bible’s teachings and as the new leader, Pace assures us that,

	 

	“The Lord has anointed me and appointed me as leader.”

	 

	Here we go again! And, just like the Branch Davidians, but with a shiny new name, The Branch, The Lord Our Righteousness, is awaiting the end times.

	 

	Hey, I agree that we should await the end times. And of course, it is much more so than Miller’s day. I believe we are in the last days and Scripture says it is a good thing to long for Christ’s appearing. But I just wish I could say this directly to Miller: 

	 

	Dude, with all due respect, if you had stuck with the corn, we wouldn’t have this huge mess that has lasted 175 years now! You had to violate Scripture and set a date; not just once, or even twice, but three times. To your credit, you tried to stop it, but the floodgates were already open. Why??!! Did you skip over that part of the Bible that says nobody is supposed to know the date of Christ’s return? It tells us not to set dates. What happened there? 

	 

	So, we are still dealing with his mistake today, and it now involves a multitude of people, pushing dates and other false teachings. Then we wonder, why in the world is there such a sour taste for information on the return of Jesus. Still, two wrongs do not make a right. We all need to work at understanding the entire Scripture and continue to study the whole Bible, without setting dates!

	 

	As we finish this chapter, with all these splinter groups coming from Millerism, the one I’m going to bring our focus back to is the Seventh Day Adventists, who had a woman as their big cult leader and her name was Ellen G. White. She is considered, by Seventh Day Adventists, a prophetess, and the only person that we can rightly understand the Scriptures from. That is what Seventh Day Adventists teach. Let’s take a look at the transcript of a video from the Seventh Day Adventists camp:

	 

	“When Christ did not appear, Miller and his followers experienced what came to be known as, the Great Disappointment. After this disappointment, many of the thousands who had joined the Second Advent awakening, left it in deep disillusionment. However, others realizing that it was human error in the interpretation, and still trusting in the Bible, went back to re-examine this prophecy more closely to uncover where they had gone wrong. After much prayer and further study, they confirmed the year 1844 was correct. However, the event had been misunderstood. They found that this date did not foretell the return of Christ, but instead described the judgment in Heaven. It marked Christ’s ministry typified by the priest’s annual entry into the most holy place and the earthly sanctuary.

	 

	After coming to understand this, their faith was renewed. From this group who refused to give up after the Great Disappointment, there were several leaders who built the foundation that would become the Seventh Day Adventist Church. This small group of Adventists began to grow in North America, mainly in the Northeast where Miller’s movement had also begun. Ellen G. White, who was just a teenager during the Great Disappointment, later became a renowned author, speaker, and church leader. Until her death in 1915, she was a trusted spiritual counselor of the Adventist family. Even today her many writings serve as valuable reference materials to aid in the study of the Bible.

	From the time of the Great Disappointment, this Adventist group found new momentum and continued to grow rapidly. Because of this growth and a need to organize, they met in Battle Creek Michigan in 1860, and chose to identify themselves by the name, Seventh Day Adventists. In 1863 these Seventh Day Adventists officially organized as a church with a membership of around 3,500, all in North America. However, by 1900 the church had spread to many parts of the world with a membership of more than 75,000. Then by the mid-1960s it had grown to more than 1.5 million.

	 

	Today, because of its members passion to share their faith in Christ and extend a helping hand to others in His name, the Adventist Church has become one of the fastest growing Christian movements on earth, with the current membership approaching 25 million and an ever rising average growth rate of 3,000 members per day.

	 

	Since the 1840s Seventh Day Adventists believers have continued to share the three angel’s messages: sounding the call to abandon non-biblical practices and return to the worship of the true God of creation.”

	 

	Sounds great, but what they don’t tell you is that their version of the “true worship of the one true God” and “turning away from supposedly unbiblical stuff,” are the unbiblical cult doctrines. Including denial of the immortality of the soul, denial of the eternality of hell, the idea our sins will ultimately be placed on satan, Jesus is Michael the archangel, worship must be done on Saturday (the Sabbath), and the claim that October 22nd, 1944 was when Jesus supposedly entered the second and last phase of His atoning work. Excuse me!? That last one was completed on the cross and them pointing to 1944 is just their attempt to keep it going, after getting caught again setting more failed dates.

	 

	They also have a false teaching called, investigative judgment. They teach that the fate of all people will be decided based on an event in the future with God, now looking down on each of us to see how we live. It is a works-based salvation. They say the dead do not exist, they teach soul sleep, they say the wicked are annihilated, and they claim Ellen G. White, the founder of Seventh Day Adventists, is a messenger from God gifted with the spirit of prophecy.

	 

	Really? Well, I guess we’ll have to take a look at that one in the next chapter.

	

 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Three

	————————————

	The Many Cults of the Millerites

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, to help us remember the main points, I call Seventh Day Adventists a sleeper cult because they kind of slip underneath the door with many Christians, assuming the group is part of evangelical Christianity. But it is not, at all. By both Biblical and secular definitions, Seventh Day Adventists is a cult. 

	 

	And, when we want to witness to them, like anyone else, we need to check our hearts. Why are we studying this group? It’s not to smash them into the ground and win the debate. It’s so we can love them to Jesus Christ. The truth will set them free. And we need to love enough to tell them the truth so they can be set free, because this is about Heaven and hell, which is the one thing they do not want to get that wrong.

	 

	We saw it started with a guy named William Miller, who was a date setter. Again, there is nothing wrong with studying the third of the Bible that covers prophecy, either directly or indirectly. But Miller violated the biblical rule when he set dates for Christ’s return. He failed three times, but to his credit, he admitted his failures and that he never should have done it. Unfortunately, the horses had already been loosed with his followers not wanting to let it go. After that third miss by Miller (the Great Disappointment), his followers held their Albany Conference, which spawned a whole bunch of different cults, sub cults, sects, and all other levels of spin offs. One of the major groups to emerge was Seventh Day Adventists. 

	 

	In this chapter, we’ll look at their three foundational linchpins; Joseph Bates, James White, and Ellen Harmon, who would later marry White. And, when a couple gets married, what normally happens to the woman’s last name? I’m sure you guessed it; she became Ellen G. White. Those are the three prominent people who officially gave birth to the Seventh Day Adventist movement.

	 

	On the morning following the Great Disappointment of October 22nd, 1844, which they should have labeled the “Great Error” and quit the whole thing, a guy named Hiram Edson claimed to have seen a “vision.” Uh oh, what is the problem with that? Where did that supposed vision take place? It was outside the realm of Scripture and any time you go there, guess what is going to happen. You get a false teaching from a false teacher, who is basing the message of the supposed vision on his or her own experience with who knows what entity. Instead of submitting to the authority of the Bible, Edson proclaimed to have had a divine vision. And anytime someone claims that God or God’s representative has spoken to him or her, they are taking a dangerous road. 

	 

	Edson’s supposed vision was Jesus standing at the altar of Heaven. Edson concluded that Miller had been right about the time, but wrong about the place. So, many Millerite followers couldn’t just admit they were wrong. They needed something to keep it going and in walked Edson’s “vision.” Here’s what the vision told him and then the Bible verse referenced:

	 

	“Jesus’ return was not on earth, but a move into the Heavenly sanctuary as defined by Hebrews 8:1-2.”

	 

	“Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest (obviously Jesus,) who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the Heavens, a minister in the sanctuary and in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man (Hebrews 8:1-2).”

	 

	So, Edson claimed Jesus did not come to earth, on the 1844 date they had set, because it was instead the date He supposedly moved in on, “His heavenly sanctuary.” What?! When did Jesus go into the Heavenly sanctuary? It was after His ascension. Paul talks about it many times but I’ll give you just one of those verses and later we’ll talk more about their attempt to validate the failed 1844 date setting, by saying Jesus moved into the Heavenly sanctuary at that time. In fact, they used that particular false doctrine to spin off many other false teachings like “investigative judgment” and the idea that Jesus is now up there checking out our works in order to decide who’ll be allowed into Heaven. Of course, that is not the gospel, but it fits their false teaching. Here’s Paul, in Ephesians 1:19-20, talking about God’s power and what happened around Jesus’ resurrection, instead of 1844:

	 

	“These are in accordance with the workings of the strength of His might, which He exerted in Christ when He (God) raised Him (Jesus) from the dead (so he could float around the universe until 1844, right? Wrong!) and seated Him (Jesus) at His (God’s) right hand in the Heavenly realm.”

	 

	So, when Jesus ascended from the grave, He went to sit at the right hand of the Father. The Scriptures are very replete with that truth. But Edson cherry picked that verse and the followers clung to it because they did not want to admit they were wrong. They just had to keep it going because, historically, they were involved with what had become a huge movement. There were a ton of people on board and it was an especially large number considering that they didn’t have the avenues of communication we have today. Unfortunately, a whole bunch of people got snookered and then didn’t want to let it go, even after multiple failures.

	 

	So, after the Great Disappointment, instead of accepting a lesson learned and repenting, they cherry picked a verse to squeeze their falsehood into. Instead of saying, “We’ll never do that again. We submit to the Scripture,” this Edson guy came up with his so-called vision, which then influenced a couple other people like Joseph Bates, who was a retired sea captain and convert to Millerism.  

	 

	Again, what was Millerism? It was a twisting of Bible prophecy into date setting, which the Bible speaks against. There is certainly nothing wrong with studying Bible prophecy and the Advent, which is the imminent return of Christ, because Jesus could come back to get us at any moment, at the Rapture of the Church. That is exciting, and we need to long for His appearing!

	 

	But Millerism is date setting, Joseph Bates fell for that teachings, and began to promote the idea that Jesus had moved into the Heavenly sanctuary. He published a pamphlet that greatly influenced James and Ellen G. White, which solidified the bond between the three people, or linchpins, behind the SDA, which stands for “Seventh Day Adventists,” though a more appropriate reference might be, “Setting Dates Again.”

	 

	Not only did Hiram Edson supposedly have a vision the day after the Great Disappointment, but Ellen G. White also said she had one shortly after that date and had been having visions from an early age. So, both people helped continue the false-teaching methodology. 

	 

	Wait until you hear, not just what White’s visions were, but also how she behaved when these experiences supposedly occurred. To me the events do not sound like something from God. And these visions are what Seventh Day Adventists claims they built their doctrine from. In a little bit we’ll talk more about how Ellen got hit in the head with a rock that knocked her out cold for quite a while. She couldn’t even finish the third grade. At some point she started having visions, and with all due respect, there was something weird going on with all that. But, shortly after the Great Disappointment, White claimed to have had a vision of a narrow path where an angel was guiding Adventists (Millerism or Adventism).  

	 

	Well hey, if an angel show’s up it’s got to be from God, right? Wrong! What do the Scriptures say? As we saw with an in-depth look at this kind of thing in our spiritual warfare study, The Satanic War on the Christian, just because a person sees a pleasant-looking figure that gives them goose bumps, on top of their goose bumps, and maybe experiences nice feelings, sounds, or smells, it doesn’t mean it’s God. Satan is a liar and deceiver. He masquerades to fool us and that includes him appearing as an angel of light. 

	 

	So, Ellen G. White (still Ellen Harmon at that time), saw an angel that professed to be a guide for Adventists. It may have been for Adventists, but who is the guide, for Christians? Ours is the Holy Spirit of God. And what explicit instructions do we have? The Bible is our safeguard. We do not build new doctrine whenever random people have new feelings, visions, or supposed angel sightings.

	 

	Ellen’s subsequent visions have resulted in various interpretations, including admonitions against Sunday worship. Seventh Day Adventists believe Sunday worship is Revelation’s mark of the beast. We’ll see more on that in a bit. But over and over again, notice what’s going on with the foundations of Seventh Day Adventists. One guy kept the movement going with a “vision” and then Ellen G. White came along with her “visions” to propel it further. Instead of God’s Word, that’s what Seventh Day Adventists relied upon to build their beliefs. So, Ellen G. White’s supposed angels, or whatever they were, told her things that gave proof they were not from God because their information was not scriptural. And Holy angels from God don’t lie. However, satan and his demon helpers do.  

	 

	So, those are the roots that seeded the huge organization we know today as Seventh Day Adventists. As of 2005, the organization had seventeen million baptized members, worldwide, and it’s one the fastest growing cults, primarily due to increases in Third World membership. It’s sad that the poor are often the most taken advantage of. If you’ve seen some of our huge detailed study, Charismatic Chaos, you’ll know the Third World is the same place where a lot of the false teachers from the Word of Faith movement, like Kenneth Copeland, and many others, snatch up whatever little bit of cash some of the poor have. These false teachers use false claims like, “name it and claim it” or “blab it and grab it,” where they promise followers things like, “If you’ll just sew a seed into my ministry (send me your cash), God is going to give you back a thousand fold.” That shameless rip-off of the poor is exploding in Third World countries where the people often don’t know better. They always dupe the poor, which seems like double the sin. As of 2018, Seventh Day Adventists is operating in 213 of the world’s 235 countries or areas recognized by the United Nations.  

	 

	Now, I want to dive more deeply into the history of those three linchpins Seventh Day Adventists founders and take a closer look at their false teachings, which I’ve only been peppering you with so far. We will see why the organization is not at all evangelical Christianity. And knowing that, it is interesting to me that, right out of the gate with this study, I got plenty of flak from people who know Adventists, and report that they are great people, who must be Christians. So, I just want to say that I don’t know their hearts and maybe some have gotten saved in spite of the false teaching. I have even heard stories that claim people actually got saved at a Benny Hinn event. It could be true, but that doesn’t mean Hinn is right. You cannot take one rare occurrence and turn that into the idea that whatever Benny Hinn says has got to be logical and Biblical. 

	 

	So before getting into the history of those three founding individuals, let me just give you a smattering of Seventh Day Adventists beliefs, and you’ll see there is no way they can say that these guys are the same as evangelical Biblical Christianity. They deny the immortality of the soul and the eternality of hell. They say our sins will ultimately be placed on satan. Just like the Jehovah’s Witnesses, that Seventh Day Adventists spawned through Charles Taze Russell, Seventh Day Adventists claims Jesus is Michael the archangel. They say we must worship on Saturday instead of Sunday. They claim October 22nd, 1844 was when Jesus entered into a second phase of his atoning work. Their story is about Him supposedly moving into His new Heavenly sanctuary. With that last one, the Bible tells us Christ atoned once for all and then sat down.  

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists also has their doctrine of “investigative judgment,” which says your works will determine whether you make it to Heaven. At death, they believe in something called “Soul Sleep,” which claims that we become unconscious and unaware until the time of a future resurrection. They teach that some dead do not exist anymore, with the annihilation of the wicked. And they think Ellen G. White was a messenger from God who has the “spirit of prophecy.” 

	 

	Those are the doctrines Seventh Day Adventists puts their faith in. Are those beliefs the same as Biblical Christianity? No! And the difference is not just missing the Bible’s mark in a couple areas. It’s a multitude of beliefs, as you can see, and we have not nearly touched on all of them. So, as we continue this journey exploring Seventh Day Adventists, you can know that the criticism is not just I. As a lot of researchers have, and anyone who does the homework on Seventh Day Adventists concludes, they are not at all evangelical Christians. 

	 

	Now, let’s trace the history of a Seventh Day Adventists linchpins, Joseph Bates. He was born in Massachusetts, became an American seaman, and later a revivalist minister. Along with the Whites, he was a co-founder of Sabbatarian Adventism, which later became Seventh Day Adventists. Sabbatarian is a prominent aspect of their organization, where they only worship on the Sabbath (Saturday). Because Christians do not, Seventh Day Adventists say we’re in real trouble. Bates is credited with convincing James and Ellen G. White, that Saturday worship is the only correct day. During one of his voyages as a seaman, Bates read a copy of the Bible that his wife had packed for him and is said to have experienced a “conversion.” Did he really get saved? We don’t know, but we do know “conversion” can be used loosely. People may say they converted to the Baptist Church, or evangelical Christianity, but that only tells us they converted to be a member. It doesn’t mean he or she was saved.

	 

	In 1839, Joseph Bates accepted the teachings of William Miller about how Jesus would be coming back soon. Jesus’ return is imminent, so it is coming soon, but as we know, Miller didn’t leave it at that and instead, added a date. Bates was one of those tens of thousands who got sucked into Miller’s date setting. After the Great Disappointment, of October 22nd, 1844, which should have resulted in the Great Repentance, and a move back to the Bible, Bates sought the meaning of it and found some teachings he liked, including the idea that we have to worship on Saturday. Bates then influenced the Whites with it, after getting it from a guy named T. M. Preble, who was a Freewill Baptist minister. Freewill Baptists believe we can lose our salvation, which is of course unbiblical.

	 

	Preble was another one who got sucked into Adventism, becoming a Millerite preacher. When Preble started date setting, under William Miller, the Freewill Baptist Church excommunicated him. It was around this time that Preble started to propagate the teaching that worship on the Sabbath (Saturday) was the only way, while at the same time, the Millerite crowd was fairly undiscerning about whatever teachings came along, as long as they were from the same timeframe, as the 1844 Great Disappointment. So, Preble produced a tract called, Showing that the Seventh Day Should be Observed as the Sabbath. Bates picked up on it and he convinced the Whites. So, all these people were involved in this whole date setting crowd when Preble supposedly got some secret knowledge about worship on Saturday only.  He influenced Bates who influenced the Whites, and they all created the Seventh Day Adventists, which is still going strong today.

	 

	Now, we’ve looked at Joseph Bates’ trail, but here’s something interesting about the guy with the supposed secret knowledge that he trusted: Just as William Miller finally repented after failing three times, and spent his last five years trying to pull people back out of date setting, the same thing happened with Preble. Two years after writing his tract, Preble repudiated it and admitted he was wrong. In fact, he put out a couple writings against the Seventh Day Sabbath with a series of articles called, The World’s Crisis, and even a book, First-Day Sabbath. 

	 

	Unfortunately, though, Miller’s change of mind came too late to stop the flood waters he’d opened, Preble’s about face was, too little too late, to stop many from carrying that flag forward after Preble tried to bury it. Again, Preble’s unbiblical ideas influenced Bates, who influenced the Whites and that leads us to the enormous cult we have today: the Seventh Day Adventists. It’s interesting that, to their credit, both Miller and Preble repented for their non-biblical teachings, but the followers remained in the falsehoods rather than continue to listen to these men when they finally wanted to teach the truth.

	 

	Bates would not let it go and in fact, pushed the false doctrine so hard, he became known as the “Apostle of the Sabbath.” He even published a book about it: The Seventh Day Sabbath, A Perpetual Sign. Bates was a strong supporter of the Whites, believing there was something special about Ellen G. White’s visions. During the post-1844 years, he was active with the Whites at “Sabbath and Sanctuary Conferences.” Why call the conferences that? It was to further the false teachings that had spun out from Miller’s date setting, and Preble’s subsequent claim that Saturday should be the day of worship. With the former, they were attempting to keep the lie going that Jesus, supposedly, moved into the Heavenly sanctuary in 1844.

	 

	We see this sort of thing with a lot of cults, just as we found in our Jehovah’s Witnesses study. Anytime you see legalistic teachings, there is normally, an accompanying list of works is required. And with cults, it’s not just the legalism and works-based doctrine, they also always like to pick little beliefs or practices that make them look special. It seems to be their attempt to draw attention by being original. They’ll come up with totally unbiblical teachings just to be unique; things like, “You can’t celebrate birthdays, we weren’t wrong on our date because Jesus just moved into the sanctuary, or you must only worship on the true day for worship, God’s Saturday.” 

	 

	Today, Seventh Day Adventists still uses conferences as one of their major ways to suck people into the organization. They are probably much more successful than they would be disclosing the organization putting on the conference. They are slick with the policy of not mentioning who is hosting these conferences. They get people in the door with sensationalized advertising centered around Bible prophecy. Again, there is nothing wrong with studying that third of the Bible that deals directly or indirectly with prophecy.  In fact, here at Sunrise Bible Church and Get A Life Media, we study a lot of Bible prophecy. If the Church wants to be honest with the whole of Scripture, we have got to also hit prophecy. The Bible even declares a special blessing for those who study Bible prophecy. So, there is certainly nothing at all wrong with studying it.

	 

	But Seventh Day Adventists uses prophecy to seduce people into a conference where they slowly entice folks into their organization with exciting end times teachings. Then, like any well-structured sales pitch, toward the end the conference they drop a bomb on the unsuspecting audience with something like this: 

	 

	“Here’s one final piece of information: if you leave this conference, after all you know, and go back to worshiping on Sunday, which we’ve established as the Mark of the Beast, you’re doomed!!...so join us.”

	 

	If Seventh Day Adventists are so proud of their beliefs, why use the trickery? Why conceal your true identity? At the very outset of the organization, they relied on these “Bible” conferences. It has been so successful to their recruiting efforts; they continue using the same method today.

	 

	Getting back to Bates, there is another area of present-day Seventh Day Adventists doctrine that he influenced, and that was from him being hung up on, the Jewish dietary laws. Again, Seventh Day Adventists is no different from other cults with their legalisms, or attention-grabbing unique teachings, like worship should only be on the Sabbath and Jesus supposedly taking up a new residence as their sanctuary thing claims. Later, we’ll get into that in much greater detail. 

	 

	So, the Jewish dietary laws are from their legalistic list, that they’re hung up on. It can be seen in their emphasis on food and health. In fact, Seventh Day Adventists has Andrews University and Loma Linda University, as well as a lot of hospitals that project a front that focuses on food, as far as eating right and being healthy, because so many are into that today.   There is nothing wrong with that, right? I’ve often said, hey, if you want to exercise, go for it. Personally, I’m allergic to it or something. I’m trying to quit. People make such a big deal about it saying, “You’ve got to get in shape! Get in shape! Get in shape!” But how many times do I have to tell them, “round” is a shape. Mission accomplished! Right?  

	 

	So, I’m not going to do that, but anyway, Seventh Day Adventists gives the impression they are just out to promote eating right with healthy and clean Christian living, along with a vegetarian lifestyle, which is a hot topic today. However, the push is all a ploy just like their conferences. All of it is designed to suck people into Seventh Day Adventism, which is always going to include their legalism. And a lot of their legalistic emphasis on nutrition started with this Joseph Bates guy. Again, if we learn the root of where it all came from, we can understand what’s going on with it today. So where did Bates, who worked with the Whites to start Seventh Day Adventists, with its dietary legalisms, develop his ideas on dietary restrictions: 

	 

	“In his everyday life as a sailor, he noticed the intemperance of the sailors and the resulting side effects. Many of these problems came from poor rations, but many were the result of the overindulgence of the men. So, he became a champion of health reform; abstaining from all alcohol, tobacco, and caffeine; even becoming a vegetarian.”

	 

	
And here’s something interesting from the research, which sometimes feels like an episode of CSI, especially when I come across a nugget that ties into information found earlier: Joseph Bates influenced John Harvey Kellogg who later formed “Kellogg’s,” the gargantuan makers of breakfast cereal. Kellogg was greatly influenced by the two Whites and Bates. With his brother, Kellogg became an Adventist and financially supported the organization to really get it growing. Kellogg started the Sanitas Food Company, which later became the Kellogg Company that started out marketing a “healthy breakfast cereal.”

	 

	So, up to that point, before the Kellogg brothers, there was no breakfast cereal industry. That wasn’t a known thing. This is where the cereal movement began. But wait until you hear what he really wanted to do with that food, and what his purpose was; it’s going to be a real cereal-killer for you. Sorry, I had to say that, and you probably knew it was coming. But let’s move on.

	 

	Back in 1876, John Kellogg was superintendent at a Seventh Day Adventists business, that was a sort of health resort for people to get away and eat right. Even back then Seventh Day Adventists were sucking people in with different sorts of introduction places and events. In fact, one of the “patients” who went to this sanitarium was C.W. Post of Post Cereal. So, there’s another cereal guy, who came out of that time. From those two companies came General Mills and others that established the cereal movement.

	 

	So, John Kellogg was a Seventh Day Adventist, who founded cereal, and as you will see, it wasn’t just about delivering a load of sweetener to “Sugar Smack” our kids. We’ll get into that in a minute, but first let’s finish his history. Kellogg was superintendent of the Battle Creek Sanitarium, in Battle Creek Michigan, which was originally founded by the Seventh Day Adventists Church as the Western Health Reform Institute. Kellogg became the superintendent and his brother, Will Keith (W.K.) Kellogg, was their bookkeeper. The name “sanitarium” was used back then to refer to health resorts for invalid soldiers. Kellogg claimed that the number of patients grew from 106 in 1866 to 7006 by 1906 with the facility expanding to a 14-story tower. So, the business grew to the size of a small town. Again, Seventh Day Adventists owned the place, so it fit with their ideas of a health resort and Kellogg’s Adventist beliefs helped him to create what he did. Here’s some of that story:

	 

	“Kellogg explored the various treatments for his patients, including diet reform and frequent enemas. He encouraged a low-fat, low-protein diet with an emphasis on whole grains, fiber-rich foods, and most importantly, nuts.”

	 

	You’d think eating enough of that stuff would make the frequent enemas unnecessary. I’ll just leave it at that. All this breakfast talk reminds me of a certain cereal you’ve probably had, and may or may not like, but do you remember Grape Nuts? With all due respect, like me, weren’t you convinced someone scraped that stuff up from a driveway? They should have called it “Gravel Nuts,” right? 

	 

	It’s all part of that bran thing, we hear about all the time, how we’ve got to eat bran! Well, here’s an explanation of where that originally came from and, wait until you hear the reason, they began to push it in the first place:

	 

	Many of the vegetarian foods Kellogg developed and gave to his patients were eventually marketed. One of those was the “breakfast cereal,” and the first prominent one starting the whole craze was “Corn Flakes.” That was from Mr. Kellogg, and it was his big breakthrough, for healthy living, as far as keeping things moving around in your body, or something like that. Even today Kellogg’s, and other cereal companies, focus on the oat-bran fiber thing. 

	 

	I’m sure you’re familiar with even more than these cereals. but I’ll rip through a few from Kellogg’s today and in the past: All-Bran, Apple Raisin Crisp, Buckwheat & Maple, and one just called, “Concentrate.” I bought that last cereal one time and never actually opened the box. I was just stared at the box, concentrate. Okay, let’s move on. 

	 

	They also have, or have had, Corn Pops, Corn Flakes, Corn Soya, Corny Snaps, Cracklin’ Oat Bran, Fruit ‘n Fiber, Good Friends Cereal, (which is a fiber one), Granola, Mueslix, Nutri-Grain, Pro Grain Cereal, and Oatbake. Oh, yeah! Gotta get me a bowl of Oatbake, right? I’m not making this next one up. They apparently produced a hip-hop-sort-of rapper’s breakfast: Puffa Puffa Rice. They also came up with Raisin Bran, Raisin Squares, Raisin Wheat, Rice Krispie, and Special K. All those were just a small percentage of the total they have created. 

	 

	Now, that all sounds great and this is what started the cereal craze, but there’s a lot more to it than meets the eye. Let’s read the transcript of a video describing that time:

	George R Knight, Historian: “Medicine, in the mid-19th century, was based on adjusting the bodily fluids. Bleeding was, well, you know, if you had too much body heat, just bleed off a pint of a person’s blood and if that didn’t work, you try two pints and then also you could take medicines often, which, in fact, generally contained both arsenic and mercury. And they would definitely flush out your system; fore and aft. No rich person in the 19th century went to a hospital. They had a physician come to them because, without germ theory, you died in the hospital.”

	 

	Narrator: “Despite the public’s fear of health institutions, in 1866, 3 years after it formed, the new Adventist church opened the Western Health Reform Center in Battle Creek, Michigan. It became an instant success because, so few people were dying there. Soon, a brilliant young surgeon, John Harvey Kellogg, whose medical education was sponsored by Ellen G. White, became director. Kellogg changed the name to the Battle Creek Sanitarium, and over the next half century, built an empire around the evolving Adventist approach to medicine and healthy living.”

	 

	Knight: ”Kellogg is the man who chose the word, ‘sanitarium,’ because what he wanted was a place where people came to learn how to get healthy and stay healthy.”

	 

	Narrator: “Through the years, Kellogg’s reputation as an eccentric personality was only enhanced by his passion for new ways to harness nature for diet and health. He experimented with heat treatments and hydrotherapies. Scores of celebrities came to Battle Creek, including President William Howard Taft, King Edward, Inventor, Thomas Edison, and a Pilot, Amelia Earhart. Kellogg’s sanitarium was now the largest health institution in the world.”

	 

	J.C. Penny of the JC Penny stores: “These rich people came because they wanted to feel better.”

	 

	Narrator: “Adventist sanitariums began springing up across the country. But, when the great Battle Creek Sanitarium burned to the ground in the early part of the 20th century, Kellogg wanted to rebuild it on an even grander scale. A rift developed between the powerful Kellogg and Seventh Day Adventists Church leaders. In the end John Harvey Kellogg, who patented a process for making peanut butter, is credited with helping to inspire a national exercise movement, and who, with his brother, created a name synonymous with the breakfast food industry, broke from the Seventh Day Adventists church; but not before helping to put the Adventist approach to health, and the creation of unique health facilities, on the map.”

	 

	Oh gee, that doesn’t sound harmful, does it? Is, and was, the Seventh Day Adventists organization just all about health and trying to help us eat right? No, there’s more going on there. Again, what the Seventh Day Adventists do not say, is that a lot of these supposedly-healthy-living ideas are based on their false teachings of their claims that we need to live by their legalistic dietary laws. 

	 

	You heard them say Kellogg was eccentric. Well, a second reason he developed some of these foods was actually to prevent arousal. Seventh Day Adventists had rare beliefs on sex and sexuality, including celibacy. With that in mind, I’m finally ready to give you the cereal-killer part: Why did Kellogg create Corn Flakes? Well, here is the historical record:

	 

	“When Kellogg came up with cornflakes they were invented as a part as his health regimen to prevent arousal. Kellogg’s belief was that bland foods such as these would decrease or prevent excitement or arousal. It gets worse. He was an advocate of sexual abstinence and devoted large amounts of his educational and medical work to the discouraging of sexuality on the basis of what he was being taught by the Seventh Day Adventist Church.”

	 

	So, that’s why he came up with cereal, and I’m seriously not making up, this next part, which really made the research feel I’d hit a CSI moment:

	 

	“Kellogg was an adherent also to the teachings of a guy named, Sylvester Graham, who inspired the invention of the Graham Cracker and advocated keeping the diet plain to prevent sexual arousal.”

	 

	Add to that, my Crone theory, which wonders if this is why someone invented S’mores. Maybe it was to counter the false teaching that gave us those bland crackers. 

	 

	Wow! Are you kidding me?! Isn’t this crazy? But Kellogg believed all this stuff and it’s why he developed the whole bland-cereal movement and even collaborated on it with the Graham Cracker guy. It was to prevent us from getting excited.

	 

	“John Harvey Kellogg married Ella Eaton and followed the Adventist views in favor of celibacy. The couple actually maintained separate bedrooms and did not have any biological children.”

	 

	Now, let’s take a look at 1 Timothy 4:1-3, where it warns us about what will happen with the arrival of false teachers in the last days:

	 

	“The Spirit clearly says that in the latter times some will abandon the faith, follow deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons…”

	 

	What is this timeframe now, which includes the Seventh Day Adventists? Their group began in the mid-1800s so, considering the 2,000-year span of Church history, it began here in the latter days, alerting us to the reality that people are going to listen to doctrines taught by demons. And wait until you hear about what happened during Ellen G. White’s “visions,” the content of which they mix in with the Bible to form their perverted bible. If those experiences, had by White, are not demonic, I don’t know what is. I Timothy continues:

	 

	“Follow deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as a hot iron, forbidding men to marry, and ordering them to abstain from certain foods.”

	There’s the abstention from foods and Seventh Day Adventists wasn’t ordering their people not to marry, but the man and woman relational abstinence did blend into the movement, as far as sexuality, where Kellogg created bland cereals in an attempt to keep people from ever getting excited. And all this came about, as a result of these sorts of Seventh Day Adventists beliefs:

	 

	“The sanitarium was operated based on the church’s health principles. They believed in a vegetarian diet, abstinence from alcohol and tobacco, and a regimen of exercise.”

	 

	Still to this day, Seventh Day Adventists pushes medical missions, having established hundreds of hospitals, medical centers, and clinics. So, they have the same sort of sanitarium-type facilities all across the United States and the world. But again, is it more of the ruse that we saw with their slick, enticing, and deceptive conference marketing? Is it a false front, in an attempt, to project the idea that they are only here to help? When in reality their main motivation is to seduce those, who enter their buildings, into the Seventh Day Adventists false-belief system? Looking at it from the nefarious angle, it would seem to be their evangelism tool just like their Bible prophecy conferences. They say it is all about health, but, instead, their larger goal seems to be leading folks into joining with their legalistic religion, including the dietary laws, vegetarianism, and the rest of their list.

	 

	John Kellogg was a promoter of Ellen and James White and pledged “substantial” funds so the Whites could relocate to Battle Creek, Michigan, where Kellogg was. He had a lot of money and became a financier for the founders of the Seventh Day Adventist movement. Here is another of Kellogg’s eccentricities that came from his Seventh Day Adventists beliefs: 

	 

	“Kellogg believed the Second Coming of Christ was imminent, and that the formal education of their children was therefore unnecessary.”

	 

	But that’s not the balance we need in understanding Bible prophecy. In fact, even in Biblical Christianity, the Church seems to mostly be at one end of the spectrum or the other. Either they act like we don’t need to study Bible prophecy, because Jesus is never coming back, so there is no imminence of the Rapture, (which is wrong), or others want to use the idea that it could happen today, as a way to get out of the responsibilities for living. Many of the latter, think they do not need to get a job, educate their children, or even have children, because their kids would be unsaved and have to go into the Seven Year Tribulation. Jehovah’s Witnesses’ unbiblical teachings are similar. However, a well-balanced approach says, yes, it could happen today, but I also need to prepare for living each day, as if it could still be a while. It’s like a railroad track; you don’t want to end up on just one rail or you could be in big trouble. You need to travel through life on both, at the same time. That’s balance in the study of Bible prophecy, and Kellogg apparently didn’t have it, because of his Seventh Day Adventists doctrine. Now, an affinity Kellogg did have is interesting: 

	 

	“Ellen G. White described her husband’s relationship with John Kellogg as ‘closer than that of his own children.’ “

	 

	So, those two were joined at the hip and Kellogg even helped the Whites get their ministry materials out through the media of the time, like magazines.

	 

	“Kellogg died December 14th, 1943, in Battle Creek, Michigan. He was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery. Among others buried there are his parents, his brother, James White, Ellen G. White, and C.W. Post.”

	 

	So, that covers Kellogg and his involvement with the Whites. Now, let’s talk about James White, who co-founded the Seventh Day Adventists Church with his wife and Joseph Bates. Ellen and James began to produce a periodical with the financial help from Mr. Kellogg. It was originally called, The Present Truth, and today it’s, Adventist Review. James White later played a part in propagating the Seventh Day Adventists education system, which results in the same sort of recruiting effort, to their Seventh Day Adventists beliefs, as they do with their medical advice and Bible prophecy conferences. They get people in for something else, and then wrap them into their doctrine.

	 

	James White started Battle Creek College, which is now called, Andrews University. You may have heard or it, or maybe not, Loma Linda University, which is one of the Seventh Day Adventists’ more famous schools. In fact, there’s a whole slug of schools they are affiliated with or own. So, it goes to show that a potential student, shopping for the right higher education, really needs to find out who he or she is getting involved with.

	 

	James was born fifth of nine children and was a sickly child. He “suffered fits and seizures,” had poor eyesight, and got little education, while being required to work the family farm. Of course, what should pop into your head when hearing that? It made me think that White and Miller both should have stuck to the corn! Just plant corn! But he didn’t and it’s because the Millerites Movement influenced his parents. His upbringing included the date setting stuff so, eventually, White decided to become a preacher. That was tough sometimes, tough on him, like when he was “met with angry mobs that hurled snowballs at him.” Like I said, maybe that chilly reception was a message to “stick with the corn!”

	 

	It was during this time that White met and married a lady named, Ellen G. Harmon, and the two had four boys. James suffered a stroke in 1865, where upon he retired from the ministry so he could “live out his days peacefully.” During the summer of 1881, he came down with a fever and was taken to the Battle Creek Sanitarium. Despite the “health efforts” there, he died on August 6th of that year.

	 

	I don’t have time here to get into much of this, but as the video transcript showed earlier, the Seventh Day Adventists sanitarium experimented with “therapies” like heat rays, electrotherapy, and throwing water on people, as well as other strange original techniques to supposedly improve health; like eating bland food in an attempt to stomp out people’s sex drive. So, they used a lot of crazy trial and errors with live test-subjects.

	 

	Now, let’s wrap this chapter up with the third, and most “interesting,” of the linchpins that founded Seventh Day Adventists. That is Ellen G. White, whose pre-marriage name was Ellen “Gould” Harmon. When Ellen reported her alleged-visionary experiences to her fellow believers, James White and other early pioneers of the movement, believed she had a gift straight from God and that it was what they thought to be the ordinary biblical gift of prophecy. 

	 

	Really? Is the gift of prophecy functioning in the Church today? Let’s look at Hebrews 1, to see how God communicates with us in these last days. Do we still get visions and prophesies from God that are applicable for today? And if so, my question is always this: Why aren’t we using those to write a new, New Testament? We should do so if it’s really from God, right? Or do we have the canon of Scripture and that’s all we need? The latter is what the Bible says here in the very 1st chapter of Hebrews, starting with verse 1:

	 

	“In the past, God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets.”

	 

	So, yes, He spoke to us through the prophets many times and in various ways. That was God’s methodology, at that time. Here is the “however” part:

	 

	“In these last days He has spoken to us by His Son.”

	 

	Where can we find the words spoken to us by Old Testament prophets? They are recorded for us in the Old Testament. Where are the words that the Son spoke to us for these last days? Those are recorded in the New Testament. Guess what? That’s it and we’re done! So, this continuing idea that God is going around to different people giving them new words and new ideas, would mean we need to make an addition to the New Testament, and I hope no one would ever even go down that route. But, in essence, these supposed new words and new visions are just people getting outside the Scripture.

	 

	So, contrary to Scripture’s teaching, James White and other Adventists claimed Ellen had the gift of prophecy, that included all the visions she was experiencing. And again, they were quick to put their stock in this, maybe from being especially opened to it, after the Great Disappointment. 

	 

	I want to give you a little bit of the historical record, as far as descriptions of the people around Ellen G. White, including her husband. And, of what happened to her when she went into those so-called visions. Remember, this was at the time she claimed to be God’s prophet. Keep in mind too, that she only had a third-grade education. For years, she professed to have no ability to read and used it as proof that her prophecies were a gift from God; because she was miraculously able to write them even without being able to write. That turned out to be a lie when it was discovered that she not only could read and write, but “she plagiarized many other authors throughout much of her writings.” In fact, there was a huge number of them, which we’ll get into later, as part of the information on the Seventh Day Adventists version of the Bible: the Clear Word Bible. The only thing clear about that book is that it is not the Christian Bible because they insert Ellen G. White’s words into their version, claiming her additions hold the same authority as God’s Word in the Scripture.

	 

	So, let’s look at some of her visions, as reported by the people around her at the time: Some of those folks reported that Ellen “very well could have had a complication of hysteria, epilepsy, and catalepsy.” That last one is when your body goes into a trance-like state and gets extremely rigid. Parts of these conditions go back to when she was hit in the head with a rock, as a young girl. They also said that she very well could have had seizures and hallucinations.

	 

	Here’s how people around Ellen, at the time, describe the episodes where she went into her “visions,” and again, they claim these were from God, so Seventh Day Adventists base much of their false teachings on the product of these visions, still to this day:

	 

	“J. N. Loughborough, who had seen White go into her visions 50 times, since 1852, and Ellen’s husband, James White, listed six physical characteristics that marked the visions:

	 

	1. In passing into vision, she gives three enrapturing shouts of “Glory!” which echo and re-echo; the second, and especially the third, fainter, but more thrilling than the first, the voice resembling that of one quite a distance from you, and just going out of hearing.

	 

	I guess it was an early low-tech version of reverb; glory, glory, glory, and she didn’t even have a microphone.

	 

	2. For a few seconds she would swoon, having no strength. Then she would be instantly filled with superhuman strength,

	 

	Who is it that also gets filled with super strength? Scripture talks about possessed people having that.

	 

	Sometimes rising to her feet and walking about the room. She frequently moved hands, arms, and head gestures that were free and graceful. But, to whatever position she moved her hands or arms, it could not be hindered nor controlled even by the strongest person. In 1845, she held her parents’ 18.5-pound family Bible in her outstretched left hand for a half an hour, when she only weighed 80 pounds at the time.

	 

	That’s kind of strange. Where was she getting that supernatural power from? And remember, this is a recording of the events from those closest to her.

	 

	3. She did not breathe during the entire period of a vision that ranged from fifteen minutes to three hours. Yet, her pulse beat regularly, and her countenance remained pleasant as in a natural state.

	 

	4. Her eyes were always open without blinking; her head was raised, looking upward with a pleasant expression as if staring intently at some distant object. Several physicians, at different times, conducted tests to check her lack of breathing and other physical phenomena.

	 

	5. She was utterly unconscious of everything transpiring around her, and viewed herself as removed from this world, and in the presence of Heavenly beings.

	 

	Well, I’ll gave you that. There was probably something in the room, but I don’t think it was from God. Now, listen to number six, which is weird.

	 

	6. When she came out of the vision, all seemed total darkness whether in the daytime or a well-lighted room at night. She would exclaim with a long-drawn sigh, as she took her first natural breath: ‘D-a-r-k.’ She was limp and strength less.”

	 

	Is that freaky, or what? And this was supposed to be from God?! I don’t think so. First, it’s outside the Scripture and they should have stopped at date setting or at least the legalistic Saturday-Sabbath Jewish thing, or the Jewish dietary laws. But when they got outside the Bible, that spawned what it usually does, all kinds of false teachings. If it were truly a movement of God, there would be no contradictions, because our Lord does not contradict himself. He’s not going to lie. However, demons lie.

	 

	We’ll get into greater detail on this later, but let’s finish this chapter with a quick look at the video transcript describing the multitude of false teachings that Ellen got during her experiences with these visions. These are the kind of ideas that turned into today’s Seventh Day Adventists doctrine:

	 

	Narrator: “Seventh Day Adventism today claims more than nine million followers around the world. With its appealing emphasis on Biblical prophecy, healthy diet, and education, the Seventh Day Adventist movement continues to grow at a remarkable rate. Their extraordinary expansion is all the more astounding when one considers its humble and obscure beginnings based around the teachings and philosophies of its nineteenth century founder, prophetess Ellen G. White. Seventh Day Adventism exhibits tremendous influence worldwide. 

	 

	Now with thousands of churches located in more than 200 different countries, the organization’s income exceeds 1.3 billion dollars annually. In addition to its churches, Seventh Day Adventist holdings include a vast number of schools, bookstores, health food stores, television studios, universities, and medical facilities, such as the world-famous Loma Linda University Medical Center in California.

	 

	Many new converts are initially contacted through their well-publicized prophecy seminars. These seminars are usually advertised without the Seventh Day Adventist name attached. People are often unaware of the Adventist sponsorship. In addition, they use their highly touted five-day-stop-smoking classes and vegetarian-cooking courses to proselytize, as well. The Seventh Day Adventists also produce scores of high-quality radio and television specials each year, in order to spread their message and attract new members.

	 

	Although, considered by many to be a mainstream Christian denomination, Seventh Day Adventism differs from evangelical Christianity in a number of pivotal theological areas. To determine the significance of these differences, one must examine the teachings of the late Seventh Day Adventist founder, Ellen G. White.

	 

	Born on November 26, 1827, in Gorham, Maine, Ellen was hit in the head with a rock at the age of nine. She remained unconscious for three weeks, unable to attend school following the incident. Ellen’s education ceased at the third-grade level. Both her health and her emotions remained fragile, as she grew older.

	 

	She became Ellen G. White upon her marriage to another former Millerite believer, James White, in 1846. Because she claimed to have the “spirit of prophecy,” she came to be the visible absolute-authority figure for the initially small group of Adventist believers.”

	 

	Ellen G. White: “I am presenting to you that which the Lord has presented to me. I do not write one article in the paper expressing merely my own ideas. They are what God has opened before me in vision - the precious rays of light shining from the throne…”

	 

	Narrator: “Her writings grew to be seventeen times as large as the entire Bible. Her followers were to reference these 5,000 articles, 49 books, plus 55,000 manuscript pages she claimed to write, and regard them as being as inspired as the Bible, through Ellen G. White’s pen of inspiration. To this day, official publications of the church have used her writings as the last word on doctrine. In the 27 points of fundamental beliefs, they state that the Bible is a source of authority, but they also say that her writings are a continuing and authoritative source of truth.

	 

	They have however, made her more embarrassing writings unavailable, locking them securely away in the White estate vault. Mrs. White wrote on nearly every area of Christian life, including doctrine, diet, health, recreation, and marriage. Many of her writings were done from Elmshaven, her California home. She claimed an angel stood by her bed, near this chair, in her bedroom.  They further believe that the three angels mentioned in the Bible, in the book of Revelation, carry three unique messages: the investigative judgment, the Saturday Sabbath, and Sunday Worship being the Mark of the Beast.

	 

	Mrs. White, in a vision, also claimed to have travelled, complete with wings to various planets, which were full of inhabitants. She reported meeting Enoch on a distant planet, during one of her journeys. Other times she saw angels using golden gate passes to go in and out of Heaven. Some of her so-called visions reflected her own racist views. For example, she believed that certain races of people were the result of sexual relations between man and animal, which she referred to as an amalgamation. Despite the unbiblical nature of her visions, her followers continued to accept her as God’s messenger and her writings as inspired as the Bible.”

	And they revere her writing to the point that they even inserted her words into the Holy Scripture to make their perverted version of the Bible. Later, we’ll take a look at how they mesh the two together. Why is there so much false teaching from Seventh Day Adventists? What you just read is the tip of the iceberg. As the narrator said, the organization hides a lot of these bizarre writings by Ellen, in their Ellen G. White vault. They buried a lot of it because her so-called visions are outside of Scripture and therefore unbiblical. Historically, what was going on with them does not sound to me like an experience from God and what you’ve heard so far is just the beginning. 

	 

	We are just getting started on how many false teachings were birthed from this lady and the movement she was involved in, Millerism, which started with violating the Word of God. Dates were set and then many started getting “visions,” which led to the legalistic false teachings they are still propagating today. What is the lesson? If we stick with the Bible and only the Bible, period, we’ll be fine.

	 

	In the next chapter, we will look more into where Seventh Day Adventists gets it wrong with their false teachings. That of course starts with their source of authority, which we will see spawned their distorted views on the nature and work of God, including the Trinity, the person of Jesus Christ, the nature of man, and certainly their version of salvation, which is a works-based gospel and therefore not the same as Biblical Christianity.

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Four
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	The False Teachings of

	Ellen G. White

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, what is it that defines a cult? Well, for one, Seventh Day Adventists do. These guys fit both the Biblical and secular definitions of a cult. However, we reminded ourselves that we are not studying Seventh Day Adventists to win a debate and prove people wrong. Instead, we have to make sure our heart is in the right place, helping us reach out to them in love. 

	 

	We also looked at some Seventh Day Adventists history, to see where this stuff came from and to find the evidence for why it does not fit within the pale of evangelical Christianity. First, we saw the whole thing began with William Miller’s date setting. To his credit, even though he led a huge number of people astray by attempting to predict the day of Christ’s return, three times, he finally admitted he was wrong. In fact, his last failure was met with such despair from his followers that it became known as the Great Disappointment. 

	 

	It should have been turned into their time of great repentance but was not because many Millerite Adventists just had to keep the thing going. So, it spawned a great many cults. Three of the big guns coming out of that time, who took a whole slug of people with them, were Joseph Bates and the Whites, James and Ellen. Those three birthed Seventh Day Adventists and I want to give you a sample of the multitude of false teachings coming out of that one organization. With all due respect, once you investigate it for yourself, you too will most likely wonder how in the world people could sit there and say that this organization is the same as evangelical Christianity, or even deserve to be in our camp. 

	 

	The name of the Seventh Day Adventist denomination indicates its two main distinctive characteristics. They are big on worshiping only on the seventh day of the week (traditionally Saturday, or the “Sabbath”), because they claim Sunday worship is the mark of the beast. Secondly, the “Advent” part of their name refers to an expectation that the end of the world is drawing near with Jesus’ soon return. 

	 

	Is the focus on and study of His return a bad thing? No. Time spent examining Bible prophecy is even blessed by God. But Seventh Day Adventists set dates and even after getting it wrong multiple times, they do not want to admit their failure. Instead, they came up with a false teaching to explain it away. Their doctrine of “investigative judgment” claims they were supposedly right about the date.  While true that Jesus didn’t come to the earth at that time, He did, supposedly, move into a new home on their date. Seventh Day Adventists call it His new sanctuary. Later, we’ll look at that in great detail.

	 

	What about the Sabbath? Is it wrong to worship God on certain days? No! We will cover this more later too, but the day of the week is not an issue. In fact, Paul tells us we should be worshiping God all during our lives and doing it as a living sacrifice. So, we are not supposed to get hung up on a day, and we’ll see more later about how it’s obviously no crime for Christians to worship on Sunday. It certainly doesn’t have to be Saturday, which is the day Jewish people get together to worship on their traditional Jewish Sabbath (Saturday). That was for the Jewish people and not meant for us Christians.

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists’ two prominent distinctions are built into their name. Other distinguishing characteristics of the origination include adherence to the teachings of Ellen G. White, who they regard as a prophet, and various dietary observances rooted in Jewish law. With the former, we will see the big-time evidence of Seventh Day Adventists adherence to her writings. They truly believe her teachings are just as inspired as the words from God in the Bible. Seventh Day Adventists ministers not only study the Bible, which is actually their version of it, but they are also intensely pour over Ellen G. White’s writings, again and again and again, every single day. That is how high they elevate this lady. In fact, we will see that they even admit that, without her writings, they wouldn’t have a Seventh Day Adventist Church. That’s how much stock they put into what she said.

	 

	As far as their dietary observances, the key word is “Jewish” law. What is that about? Those laws are for the Jewish people and not meant for us Christians today. By the way, after the last chapter, did you think about cleaning out your cereal cupboard? Wasn’t that wild with Kellogg? Well, we’re going to get more into that in this chapter.

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists considers itself a branch of Protestant Christianity, so they claim to be Christian. Though differences in doctrine and practices have led some mainstream Christians to dispute that designation, in backing Adventism, Walter Martin said this in his book, Kingdom of the Cults:

	 

	“It is perfectly possible to be a Seventh-day Adventist and be a true follower of Jesus Christ despite heterodox concepts…”

	 

	As I mentioned, after starting this study I heard from people online with things like, “How dare you say these guys aren’t Christians,” and “I know Seventh Day Adventists who are great people.” It’s often the same response, whether the subject is these guys, Mormonism, or even Catholicism: Christians say things like, “These people are wonderful. They’ve got to be Christian.” Hey, I’m just telling you what they profess, as their official beliefs, and that turns out to be false doctrine. I’m just quoting what they teach.

	 

	But, back to Walter Martin: Adventists pull out the Walter Martin card as their proof of membership in the evangelical Christian community. And I agree that Walter Martin was a great guy, who wrote a classic book, Kingdom of the Cults. But when Seventh Day Adventists say Walter met with them and said they were not a cult; we see that the evidence shows Seventh Day Adventists were not being honest with him. Still, Walter Martin is a name they usually throw at people to claim they are not a cult.

	 

	In our evaluation of in this chapter, see if you can agree with Walter Martin. And keep in mind that we do not have time here to go into a lot of detail, so we’ll only look at a few highlights from Ellen G. White’s teachings, which they require their people to follow. Again, they claim she was a true prophet of God, just like the Old Testament prophets. They would have us believe God raised her up for that time. But those who have really looked into Ellen G. White, criticize her teachings, thinking one of the possible reasons for her malfeasance is her possibly suffering from mental illness. I kid you not. Part of that notion comes from looking at her life history. We’ll see some of that again in this chapter.  

	 

	Researchers think that maybe her supposed visions have to do with the severe head trauma she suffered when she was hit in the head with a rock when she was nine years old. Ellen was in a coma for three weeks and after this injury, could not attend school anymore. Now that said, if we’re giving her the benefit of the doubt, I’d say that incident caused her to have seizures. But judging from the information about her “visions,” I don’t buy it as the entire explanation of her episodes, because of first-hand accounts that involved aspects like supernatural strength, rigid body, the room darkening, and some of her verbiage sounding like a demonic issue.  

	 

	So, the mental state is one criticism level of White and the other prominent complaint pertains to her plagiarism. In 1980, Walter Rea, a Seventh Day Adventists minister, wrote a famous work called, The White Lie. Of course, it was a play on Ellen’s last name and her propensity to lie. Another critic is Ronald Numbers, who wrote his own book about White, Prophetess of Health. You will remember that the origin of Seventh Day Adventists was closely tied to health care. Well, Ronald Numbers argues that her understanding of health reform was plagiarized from other health reformers and had nothing to do with divine revelation. Again, she claimed her visions were not her words, but came directly from God. People who have done the research can see that her words were often hacked and chopped out of other peoples’ writing and claimed by her as her own. So, she plagiarized much of her supposed writings from God, from other sources. There’s another reason to know her ideas did not come from God. I think we can all agree, He’s no plagiarist. 

	 

	This stealing of other authors’ writings was exactly what Mormonism’s Joseph Smith did. He pulled parts of already published papers and then claimed his work was his own original inspiration from God. He even took major portions of the Bible and put those into the Book of Mormon. By and large, the finished product Smith put out was a major hack job.

	 

	Now, the accusations of plagiarism do not come only from those outside Seventh Day Adventists. Even people inside the organization have admitted she plagiarized. Since plagiarism was a long-standing issue with White, Seventh Day Adventists hired Dr. Fred Veltman, to hopefully, deal with it. Now don’t confuse Fred Veltman with the bulging-eyed Marty Feldman from the movie, Young Frankenstein. But anyway, the normal-eyed guy was hired by Seventh Day Adventists themselves, but then confirmed what other studies showed. Dr. Veltman came to this shocking conclusion:

	 

	“Depending upon the material used from Ellen G. White’s writing, the copy work could be as much as 90%.”

	 

	All the while, she was claiming her writings were not from her or even from man. She told everyone that her writings came directly from God. But, instead, up to 90% of it had been plagiarized by her. Excuse me?! So, right out of the gate we can see why a Seventh Day Adventists minister named, Walter Rea, wrote his book, The White Lie.

	 

	Even with the little information you have so far, does Ellen G. White sounds like someone we should listen to? No. Keep in mind that, no matter what White’s character, we should never veer off the Scripture anyway, period. And White should not have been plagiarizing, let alone by as much as 9% of her work, and certainly not 90%. In fact, a Seventh Day Adventists scholar (someone in her own church), Dr. Don McAdams, said this during a 1980 Glendale meeting:

	 

	“If every paragraph in the book, ‘The Great Controversy’, written by Ellen G. White, was properly footnoted, then every paragraph would have to be footnoted.”

	 

	Whether he meant to or not, he is disclosing the fact that there was not one paragraph in her whole book that did not show her plagiarism. After finishing his study of Ellen G. White, Dr. Veltman asked this:

	 

	“Why did Ellen G. White deny she ever copied?”

	 

	He’s saying, “Why deny it when the facts show obviously that you did?” The Seventh Day Adventists minister, Walter Rea, wondered this:

	 

	“The issue is, how much of the copy work and all of her writings was of human function origin and how much of it, or if any, was of Divine origin, as she said.”

	 

	I would say none of it was Divine. The research shows that up to 90% of the pieces of her so-called original writings, were not that at all. That makes it even more appalling that the phrase she liked to repeat over and over again was, “I was shown.” She is claiming God showed her, but instead, with all due respect, someone showed her a book and she hacked it. That is what she was shown.

	 

	White would not only claim she was shown things, but also that it was an angel of God. Remember she reported seeing an angel, standing beside her, when having these visions. Hey, I don’t doubt there was a spiritual being present, but that doesn’t mean it was an angel from God. It could very well have been a demonic entity. But she makes claims like, “I was shown,” “An angel of God told me,” and “the Spirit of God told me this.” But that does not line up with the truth.

	 

	So, what should we do when someone professes to a Word from God, a message from God? Well, what does the Bible say? Let’s go to the passage in Scripture so you know this is not just me making it up. People may want to say, “Pastor Billy, you’re being so harsh.” But what is the Biblical rule for a time when a person claims to get something from God? What percentage of those claims is that person allowed to get wrong? It’s zero and we’ll see that in Deuteronomy 18:20-22:

	 

	“But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name, anything that I have not commanded him to say, or prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death.”

	 

	Would you say God takes it seriously when people claim He told them to give the rest of us a message? And would you say, anyone who does that sort of thing should be very thankful that we’re no longer under the Old Covenant? Let’s continue in Deuteronomy:

	 

	“Well, you may say to yourselves, ‘How can we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?’ If what a prophet proclaims, in the name of the Lord, does not take place or come true, that is a message the Lord has not spoken.”

	 

	How do we know if it’s a message God has not spoken? We can know because God does not lie. God never gets it wrong. He is Holy, Holy, Holy.

	 

	“That prophet has spoken presumptuously; do not be afraid of him.”

	 

	So, this criticism of Ellen G. White is not me being arrogant and I do not believe I’m being insensitive, but I’m not afraid of people who want to accuse me of being harsh in my reporting on her. God’s Word says not to be afraid of them because they are not from God. I did not come up with that; God proclaimed it. I am just sticking to God’s Word and giving you what He said. You may have a relationship with a false prophet, or whatever history involving them, but God’s Word is clear: do not listen to them. Cut them off and hold fast to God’s Word. 

	 

	As I mentioned, there’s the whole debate as to whether the gift of prophecy is still functioning in the Church today, but even if you want to ignore that, when anyone claims to have a message from God, but then any part the message turns out wrong, we are to shut their teachings off; stop listening to them.

	 

	From the inception of the Millerites movement, they should have shut William Miller off right when he predicted a date; but certainly, after it turned out to be false. Again, to his credit he stopped after three failures. Unfortunately, it was too little too late for many of his followers who kept it going. And that is the whole underpinnings of this movement called the Seventh Day Adventists.

	 

	Now what about Ellen G. White’s behavior with the mental illness and plagiarism? Is this someone who is full of trustworthiness and a reliable source of truth? I want to give you an actual historically documented quote from 1845, which was just after the Great Disappointment of 1844. This was the following year when Ellen G. White was still Ellen G. Harmon. They were married the next year but were already in association. The people involved were Ellen, another lady named, Dorinda Baker, and the leader of this particular group, Israel Damon. This is sworn courtroom testimony from March 7th, 1845, under the heading of “Trial of Elder I. Damon,” which, of course, is Israel Damon. It’s a trial about their scandalous immoral behavior, with the group attempting to cover up their indecent activities by claiming to just be giving each other “holy” kisses. But it was group kissing and much more than that. The behavior was so bad that the whole thing went to a criminal trial and made the newspapers. So, from the organization’s inception, this shows the kind of behavior from Ellen and those around her.  

	 

	As a side note, there is another group of people today, who participate in similar activities as what you will see here from Ellen and those around her. We have a huge three-part study on them called, Charismatic Chaos. It’s all about the Charismatic Movement and shows, again, that the Bible was correct in letting us know there is “nothing new under the sun.”  

	 

	But, here, from the historical record, is what Ellen and friends were doing at one of their “meetings” and keep in mind that this was right after the Great Disappointment and this behavior was during a time over 170 years ago when people, compared to today, were still extremely proper, especially in their public behavior: 

	 

	“Small pockets of believers were scattered throughout the Northeast. The meetings, met almost exclusively in private homes, were characterized by the ‘holy’ salutation kiss, loud shouting and singing, physical prostration, promiscuous (mixed) foot washing,”

	 

	So, this was girls touching guys in a group and its way back in that time of stronger morals and respectable public conduct from people. Some of their behavior is even creepy for today, but back then, people really did not do that sort of thing. We will go on with the court record and later you will see that, during one of these meetings, Ellen actually declared that those who wouldn’t either get baptized or re-baptized, right then, were going to hell:

	 

	“Multiple baptisms by immersion, odd exhibitions of voluntary humility (i.e. crawling, barking),”

	 

	What does that sound like? It is the same sort of extreme behavior we see today with the charismatics. This was how Ellen and crew conducted themselves, and it’s the root of Seventh Day Adventists. Since then, and up to today, this is the lady they claim was inspired at the same level as the Word of God. They tell their leaders to dedicate way more time in the study of her writings than that dedicated to studying their perverted version of the Bible. Let’s continue with highlights from the court record:

	 

	“A woman at the meeting got on her hands and knees and crept over the floor like a child. A man, in the same position, followed her, butting her occasionally with his head. Another man threw himself at full length upon his back on the bed, and presently three women crossed him with their bodies (and keep in mind that Ellen G. White was there moving among the people.) The meeting was presided over by, Israel Damon, and featured two visionaries: Miss Dorinda Baker and Miss Ellen Harmon (Ellen G. White,) as well as Elders Hall, James White, and Wood.”

	 

	So, these two young ladies were the so-called visionaries of the “meeting,” who would give participates the visions and prophecies that were supposedly straight from God. Here’s more from the court record:

	 

	“They would at times all be talking at once, (howling) at the top of their voices. A woman on the floor lay on her back with a pillow under her head; she would occasionally arouse up and tell of a vision that she said was revealed to her. By spells it was the noisiest assembly I ever attended - there was no order or regularity, nor anything that resembled any other meeting I ever attended.”

	 

	That is from an eyewitness. It was a total cacophony of people crawling around on and all over each other, barking, howling, and whatever else. What does that sound like? It certainly sounds demonic, but also, that’s the Charismatic Movement today. These guys influenced the founding of Jehovah’s Witnesses, while at the same time, other movements rose up like the Mormons and Christian Science. Well, the Charismatic Movement also came along around this period of our history. It all began around this same time, following the major revivals in America, as a counterfeit of God’s movement. Here’s more:

	 

	“Ellen and Sister Durben were both ‘struck down’ or ‘slain upon the floor.’ And Durben was shouting while Harmon was in vision.”

	 

	Then, there was a declaration that participants had to be re-baptized:

	 

	“Witnesses testified that Miss Harmon presented some individuals visiting with painful alternatives: they could undergo an icy baptism that very night (because it was winter,) or ‘go to hell.’ One lady informed the court that Harmon: ‘told her in a vision (supposedly from God) to tell a cousin of mine, that she must be baptized that night or go to hell. She objected, because she had already been baptized.’ “

	 

	This is what was going on at their “meetings.” Another lady said this:

	 

	“Ellen Harmon told them their cases had been made known to her by the Lord, and if they were not baptized that evening, they would go to hell. We believed her.”

	 

	They believed her because she professed to be God’s prophet. Now, let’s look at their “holy” kiss. This was just another activity of theirs, which seems very promiscuous:

	 

	“The subject of kissing came up repeatedly in the trial. One particular instance in this ‘exercise’ received much attention in the trial. Dorinda Baker, the other visionary present, approached Joel Doore saying, ‘You have refused me before.’ Doore recalled Miss Baker saying that he ‘had thought hard of her.’ Doore became ‘satisfied of my error, and we kissed each other with the Holy kiss.’ Another guy was watching and testified that Miss Baker had said, ‘that feels good.’”

	 

	So, there was a cacophony of crazy and loud animal-type sounds, as people crawled around and over each other, with some stopping to kiss each other, not worrying about who was married. Whoa! Is this showing a reliable source for anything, let alone something that we should attach to the Bible and revere as much as we do the Scriptures? And, we have hardly gotten started with this stuff.

	 

	I want to give you a smattering of Ellen G. White’s teachings, from her supposed visions and you tell me if it lines up with God’s Word? By the way, Ellen apparently did not like those people who listened to William Miller, when he repented, after his last failure, after the Great Disappointment. To his credit, Miller worked the last five years of his life to gather his Millerites back together in repentance and was successful with some who also walked away. But Ellen G. White said this about those who admitted their mistake and left the movement:

	 

	“Then it was that the synagogue of satan, ‘fallen Adventists,’ who had given up 1844 as a mistake, (which it was,) and ‘the nominal churches’ knew that God loved us who could salute the brethren with the Holy kiss.”

	 

	So, she was attempting to justify her group, the emerging Seventh Day Adventists, by claiming hers is the group that believed correctly and the others who repented their date setting were the bad ones. She’s apparently calling those who rightly repented the unbiblical date setting, presumably including William Miller who built the whole Millerite and Adventism movement, the ‘synagogue of satan.’ She said all of it to try justifying her actions.

	 

	Now, guess who were traveling around together, before their marriage, which was a really big “no, no” back in those days. As a pastor, even today living together (shacking up), is something I have had to deal with a lot, as you can imagine. I cannot tell you how many times it’s come up amongst so-called Christians. That said, it was a hugely scandalous practice back in the mid 1800’s. Here’s the record from a witness at the trial, Mrs. Lucinda Bodge Burdick:

	 

	“At the time of my first acquaintance with them (James White and Ellen Harmon) in early 1845, they were in wild fanaticism, used to sit on the floor instead of chairs, and creep around the floor like little children. They were not married but traveling together. The talk gradually subsided after their marriage in 1846.”

	 

	So, that’s the court record of scandalous behavior by Ellen G. White, which makes it hard to understand how she still claimed her words were as inspired from God, on the same level as God’s Word in the Bible. And her teachings are Seventh Day Adventists’ s doctrine today. In fact, here’s an apparent resolution passed at Seventh Day Adventists’ General Conference that gave Ellen G. White the highest possible endorsement:

	 

	“That we reaffirm our abiding confidence in the Testimonies (her supposed visions) of Sister White to the church, as the teaching of the Spirit of God. Our position on the testimonies is like the keystone to the arch. Take that out, and there is no logical stopping place till all the special truths of the message are gone.” 

	 

	They are saying they cannot dump Ellen’s so-called vision testimonies because they’d have no Seventh Day Adventists Church remaining. They go on:

	 

	“Nothing is surer than this, that the message and visions of Mrs. White belong together and stand or fall together.”

	 

	In other words, we must take the whole enchilada of her writings, combined with any other Seventh Day Adventists doctrine, and then have the entire collective teaching either stand or fall as a whole. I’d say it falls. They continue:

	 

	“The Spirit of Prophecy, Mrs. White’s writings are a fundamental part of this message, the Seventh Day Adventists message. Since the rise of this message, this denomination has believed in the Spirit of Prophecy. We have preached it as widely as we have the Sabbath and other kindred truths, and we believe it thoroughly.”

	 

	Here’s good analysis of what they just said at that Seventh Day Adventists General Conference.

	“By their own confession, the Seventh Day Adventist church is not built upon Jesus Christ and the Bible.”

	 

	They are being very adamant that it is built on Ellen G. White; so that is a major, major, problem. Here is more analysis:

	 

	“The proper scriptural rule is: ‘The Bible, and the Bible only, as the rule for our faith and practice, Sola scriptura. Seventh-day Adventists do not abide by this rule, but add to the Bible, the writings of Mrs. White, and make them superior to the Bible. Hence, according to their own statement, if left with the Bible only, without her writings, their church would fall.”

	 

	So, they are not really founded on the Bible, yet those who are most likely unaware of this information want to say Seventh Day Adventists is a Bible-believing Christian organization. I just put down their own words, where they admit their faith was built upon Ellen G. White’s writings, with much of it plagiarized and produced from times like the gang-cacophony of people barking out animal sounds, crawling around over each other, and engaging in holy kissing. I’m only reprinting their words and court records so it’s not me making this stuff up.

	 

	That is bad enough, right? But wait, here is more from their General Conference:

	 

	“It is from the standpoint of the light that has come through the Spirit of Prophecy, (Mrs. White’s writings) the only infallible interpreter of the Bible principles, since it is Christ through this agency, Ellen G. White, giving the real meanings of His words.”

	 

	What?! So, not only have they built Seventh Day Adventists on the teaching coming from Ellen G. White, instead of the Bible, but then they claim her words are the only way to rightly have the Bible interpreted for us. This gets worse as we go.

	 

	Who else believes false teachings like this? It’s Catholicism. They say the Catholic Church, including the Pope, is the only entity with the authority to rightly interpret the Bible. So, you and I are not allowed to try reading and comprehending Scripture without them. They say we do not have that authority. It is the same doctrine from Mormonism and many other cult groups like Seventh Day Adventists; on and on it goes.

	 

	So, that is really the foundation of Seventh Day Adventists. They don’t discard anything from Ellen G. White, and, in fact, they are basically saying she’s equal to our Biblical fathers like Moses, Isaiah, Daniel, Paul, and John the Revelator. Her prophet-of-God credentials are supposedly just as valid the Old Testament prophets like Isaiah, Daniel, and Elijah. 

	 

	With that in mind, here’s a cruel practice we normally see in cults, and Seventh Day Adventists is no different: if anyone dares disagree with their teachings, they throw in the fear factor: they let us know “we’re going to get it!” That’s what Ellen G White did:

	 

	“Anyone who rejects or opposes her writings, is branded as a rebel fighting against God.”

	 

	Ellen G White: “If you lessen the confidence of God’s people in these testimonies (everything she says), you are rebelling against God as certainly as Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

	 

	If you know your Old Testament, you may know from the Pentateuch (first five books of the Bible) that those three were the guys who rebelled against Moses. So again, in White’s own words, she is claiming to be like Moses; just as valid as him. And if you dare disagree with her, you’re gonna get it, just like Koran, Dathan, and Abiram. It may seem like a shocking statement from White, but it’s actually no surprise that she declared such an arrogant curse on any dissenters. It’s exactly what cults normally do. They use the fear factor to cover their lies. Ellen G. White goes on to say this:

	 

	“It is God, not an erring mortal, that has spoken. Those who doubt or oppose are fighting the Spirit of God. Those who would break down our testimony I saw (her visions) are not fighting against us, but against God.”

	 

	Remember, White’s writings are seventeen times greater in volume than the Bible and the Seventh Day Adventists ministers’ study her books and writings just as they do their version of the Bible. In fact, Seventh Day Adventists says this to their followers and leadership (workers):

	 

	“We would urge all our people to study the testimonies (Ellen G. White’s writings) daily. Our workers especially, should read them over and over again.”

	 

	That is a direct quote and shows how much stock they put in White’s teachings. So that is the whole basis for their beliefs. How any informed person could think it is the same as Biblical Christianity is beyond me.

	 

	Now I want to rapid fire through more of their false beliefs. We could spend many chapters on all their false doctrine, but I am going to throw these at you, even though there is probably no need for more at this point. I don’t know about you, but with all due respect, just what I’ve shown you so far is enough for me to know they’re a cult, and certainly not the same thing as evangelical Christianity. By their own words, they say they do not follow the Bible.

	 

	So, let’s take a quick look at some of their doctrine and keep the Biblical rule in mind about how a supposed prophet from God, which is arguably not even still functioning in today’s Church, is not allowed to get even one of their prophecies wrong, because God is never wrong. And thank God, we’re not under the Old Covenant, which said that type of person must be killed. We are under the New Covenant, which tells us to quit listening to that person. We need to be done with them and cut ourselves off from them. So, let’s see if Seventh Day Adventists’ doctrine gets it wrong at least once, let alone the frequent failures of Ellen G. White:

	 

	One-time Ellen predicted a curse on some guy. Is that something we Christians should do in a disagreement; head straight to cursing our opponent? She did so to Moses Hull in 1862. He was about to give up his Adventist faith and like cults do, predicting things like eternity in hell for ex-members, Ellen G. White pronounced this curse on Moses:

	 

	“If you proceed in the way you have started, misery and woe are before you. God’s hand will arrest you in a manner that will not suit you. His wrath will not slumber.”

	 

	Well, guess how that turned out. Despite leaving Seventh Day Adventists, the historical research shows Mr. Hull lived to a ripe old age. Nothing like White’s prediction ever happened to him. Some might think a curse is just a minor issue, but again, she is saying her words come straight from God. She makes her pronouncements in God’s name. But did she get it right? No. What should we do with her? We need to cut her off from us! With all due respect to this woman who might have had a serious head injury, when 90% of her stuff is plagiarized, that means she was lying, a lot! And then, we can see her behavior and that of those she hung out with barking and howling while crawling over each other and engaging in all kinds of immoral behavior. What they did, were practices that would even be scandalous today, and that’s really saying something. On top of all that, even though White claimed her predictions and teachings were from God, she was wrong over and over. Why would anyone listen to her, let alone put her writings on par with the Scripture? It is just mind-blowing!

	 

	Ellen G. White also made predictions about the Civil War. How did she do on those? The following is about Seventh Day Adventists soldiers, the permissibility of them fighting on Saturdays (the Sabbath), and what White supposedly got from God about it:

	 

	“The Civil War of 1861-65 placed the Seventh-day Adventists in a trying position. They could not engage in war and keep the Sabbath. (White said,) ‘I was shown some things in regard to our nation.’”

	 

	She was denouncing Lincoln’s administration, saying only defeat was prophesied for him and his administration. Here’s more about that time:

	 

	“Mr. Lincoln, in his need, asked the prayers of all Christians, and appointed days of fasting and prayer. Mrs. White said, ‘I saw that these national fasts were an insult to God. This nation will yet be humbled into the dust. When England does declare war.”

	 

	Of course, the War of 1812 against Britain was before the Civil War, which took place in the 1860’s. England has not declared war on the United States since that 1812 war. So, she got it wrong again and Seventh Day Adventists should have at least cut themselves off from her after that, right? And, has our nation been humbled into the dust? Have we gone out of existence? No. 

	 

	On top of the failures about American’s future, White also claimed the Civil War was a sign that the world would soon end. Just like Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists kept setting dates. Both groups have used current events to point at anything that can be molded to fit their predictions. They claim urgency to join their cause with sensationalist ideas like, “The time is here!” or “This is it!” You can see that in White’s further description of the Civil War:

	 

	“The scenes of Earth’s history are fast closing. Time will last a little longer.”

	 

	So, her prophecy “from God” was fast closing and we had just a little longer from Civil War times. Would you characterize the time since, as a little longer? Probably not and neither would I, so right there, she is wrong already wrong on two out of two. Neither her curse, nor the Civil War thing, worked out for her. Over and over again, her track record is not looking good. And you will see it just keeps happening too. Here is something else White came up with during the Civil War: 

	 

	“Mrs. White privately warned our married people not to have any more children. Time was so short, and the seven last plagues were soon to fall, that children born then would be liable to perish.”

	 

	So again, she was thinking the Civil War was a sign of the end. She got that wrong too for people who might have been blessed with children they would love, but didn’t go ahead with it, because of White. And this was not her first prediction of the world’s end. If you do the research, prior to that and even starting before the Great Disappointment, White predicted the end of the world in 1843, 1844, 1845, and 1851. So just with what I’ve shown so far, how many times had she gotten it wrong? She failed over and over and over and over again.

	 

	And White blamed her followers for her failures. It’s the same thing Jehovah’s Witnesses did when they got their date setting wrong and blamed “overzealous” followers for it. Here’s White explaining away her failed prophecy, by attempting to shift responsibility to the members of the Seventh Day Adventist Church:

	 

	“Thus, the work was hindered, and the world was left in darkness. Had the whole Adventist body united upon the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, how widely different would have been our history.”

	 

	She’s basically saying, “Hey, it wasn’t me; that’s my story and I’m sticking to it. You guys kept it from happening!” 

	 

	White also talked about her “accompanying angels” that walked, followed, spoke, and traveled with her. As I’ve said, I don’t doubt that there may have been angels. The question is whether they were “Holy” angels, or “fallen” ones. And “fallen angels” is just another name for “demons.” So, yes, she may have had entities following her around and it might be because their interactions with her were fruitful in getting out their false teachings. 

	 

	White said her “companions” told her in a vision that women should wear short dresses with pants underneath. So, if this is all from God through Ellen G. White, why doesn’t the Seventh Day Adventists Church do that today? And if her writings are more important than the Bible, why aren’t all Christian women following her decree that was supposedly from God? It’s just another contradiction. They actually followed the practice for the eight years after White said it, but apparently it got to be even too crazy for them.

	 

	“White also affirms that her visits to Heaven were easily made: After having left there during one of her visits.”

	 

	So now she’s claiming to have gone to Heaven and back. I have a problem with that. White goes on:

	 

	“An angel handed me a green cord coiled up closely. Then he directed me to place it next to my heart, and when I wished to see Jesus, take from my bosom, and stretch it to the utmost. He cautioned me not to let it remain coiled for any length of time lest it should become knotted and difficult to straighten.”

	 

	For some reason that reminds of Toy Story; remember how the Woody doll has a string you can pull, and he loudly says, “Howdy, partner!” Her cord thing seems like it would be somewhat the same. Pull the cord and you get a new vision! But isn’t the pull string supposed to come out of the back? I don’t know, but it’s all so wacky. She would fake, like she’s pulling a cord, which isn’t even attached, but then it would somehow transport her to Heaven? What?! And I’m just reading her own words. It gets worse when she talks about this 1856 conference:

	 

	“I was shown the company present at the conference, some will be alive, and remain, upon the earth to be translated at the coming of Jesus.”

	 

	From back in 1856, how many people are still living today? It rhymes with none; not even one. So, she got that wrong too and we are just getting rolling.

	 

	“Mrs. White taught that, in the communion service, the sisters should wash the feet of the brethren.”

	 

	Do Adventists do that today? Again, why aren’t they practicing White’s teaching since they believe her visions were from God? This too was something the “angels told her,” or, as charismatics like to say today, it was from “the spirit of God,” or “the spirit of God says.” 

	 

	White apparently also visited planets throughout our solar system, although her math was a bit suspect. Here’s that from a house meeting where Joseph Bates, the other Seventh Day Adventists founder, was also attending:

	 

	“In 1846, in the house of Mr. Curtis, and in the presence of Elder Bates, Mrs. White, while in vision, began to talk about the stars, giving a glowing description of the rosy-tinted belts, which she saw on the surface of some planet, and added, ‘I see four moons.’ ‘Oh,’ said Elder Bates, ‘she is viewing Jupiter. Then, having made motions as though traveling through space.”

	 

	It sounds like she was demonstrating Superman’s “Up, up, and away” motion. Next, she describes a flyby of Saturn:

	 

	“Traveling through space, she began giving descriptions of belts and rings in their ever-varying beauty, and said, ‘I see eight moons.’ Next came a description of Uranus with six moons.”

	 

	So that’s bad enough with her claiming to be at those three planets, but then she then adds this, and I know you’ll think I’m making it up, but this is also in the historical record:

	 

	“She then said, ‘The inhabitants are a tall majestic people, so unlike the inhabitants of earth. Sin has never entered here.”

	 

	Okay well, first, the Bible says sin caused all creation to groan! But, besides that, would you agree it’s a verifiable fact that no one is living on Jupiter or Uranus? That reminds me of others who supposedly got similar “Words from God” and also professed to be prophets of God. Mormonism’s founder, Joseph Smith, claimed people lived on the moon. And, not to out done, Smith’s protégé, Mr. Brigham Young, said people live on the sun. I say, “Sure pal.”

	 

	But that is what White taught as she sat in someone’s living room, flying in her visions while describing tall majestic sinless people living in our outer solar system. That is actually in the record of what she said. So White claimed to visit our planets, seeing the moons with her own eyes, apparently while pulling the loose cord that she had started carrying around. Yes, the record is showing that she definitely had a loose cord. Those claims are bad enough, but she even got the numbers of moons wrong that she supposedly counted with her own eyes. Too bad she couldn’t Google it before telling everyone, right? Even back then, someone must have had an encyclopedia she could barrow. Jupiter actually has 69 moons, Saturn has 62, and Uranus is 27. So, she was wrong, wrong, wrong, and it was on multiple levels. What is the Biblical rule? When she got only one wrong, after claiming her information is from God, we are done with her; we cut her off from us. Unfortunately, though, her failures continued as people kept trusting in her visions: 

	 

	“Mrs. White said there will be literally 144,000 saints that will live until Jesus comes.”

	 

	Whoops! She missed that one by 144,000. And if you have seen our study on Jehovah’s Witnesses, this explains where the influence came from for another date-setting leader, Charles Taze Russell, who founded that false-teaching organization. When you do the research, it all comes together.

	 

	So, how is Mrs. White’s track record so far? Again, I won’t come close to mentioning them all. Here is another of her messed up views on the Millennium:

	 

	“The wicked are annihilated and the earth is left empty and desolate for a thousand years.”

	 

	Wrong; the first 3 verses of Revelation 20 tell us this about the end times and the Millennium:

	 

	“And I saw an angel coming down out of Heaven, having the key to the abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, and bound him for a thousand years.”

	 

	According to that, where is satan during the Millennial Kingdom? He has been bound so he’s not on the planet because. John continues:

	 

	“The angel threw him into the abyss and locked it up, sealing it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations.”

	 

	Those nations on the planet obviously include people. And that is just one passage. We could list others, even in the Old Testament. Revelation goes on with this:

	 

	“To keep him from deceiving the nations any longer, until the thousand years are ended; after that satan must be set free for a short time.”

	 

	After looking at just that one passage, was White right that no people will live on this planet during the Millennial Kingdom? No, not at all! And she failed when claiming satan would be wandering around an empty planet earth for those thousand years. Here is more from her:

	 

	“And as the scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, so satan will be banished to the desolate earth, an uninhabited and dreary wilderness.”

	 

	What?! She was wrong about there being no people on earth during the Millennium. Even though it was supposed to be a message from God, she continues more falsehoods by claiming God said satan would wander the earth during Jesus’ Millennial Reign. She failed there too! What’s sad is that she could have learned the opposite, the truth, just by reading a real Bible instead of pulling her Toy-Story-Woody ripcord and listening to lies from her accompanying demon pals. All I did there was read Revelation. Instead, she continued to open her mouth and completely fail, saying Jesus will only return at the end of His thousand-year rule on earth. The Millennial Kingdom is called the Millennial Reign of Jesus because He’s here ruling and reigning on earth during the entire time.

	 

	So, with just one subject, the Millennium, she made three mistakes. Again, even after one mistake, the Biblical rule says we must shut them off from us. We are to listen to them no more! And not only does White keep getting it wrong, we see a lot of strange behavior from her, including the fact that she kept changing her mind. But does God ever change His mind? Are there places in the Bible where God decrees His belief, but then says, “Oops! That was a mistake. Here’s what I really believe now.” No! While claiming her visions were all from God, over and over again, Ellen G. White continued to contradict herself. In 1898 she said this:

	 

	“Judas had a conviction to confess his sin. When the Savior’s hands were bathing those soiled feet, and wiping them with a towel, the heart of Judas thrilled through and through with the impulse then and there to confess his sin.”

	 

	So, as a self-proclaimed prophet of God, she said Judas wanted to confess his sin. But, later she, and apparently God, changed her mind. Four years later, in 1902, she said this:

	 

	“As Christ celebrated this ordinance (the same foot washing event) with His disciples, conviction came to the hearts of all, save Judas.”

	 

	Now, she’s professing that God told her Judas was not convicted of his sin during the foot washing. She claims to be a prophet who can never get it wrong, but then in 1898 she says Judas was convicted of his sin at that moment, and then later she tells us he wasn’t at the very same moment. Well, which is it? And this is just comparing her writings. The Bible says Judas did admit his guilt to the chief priest but never went to God with that issue. The point though, is that she said one thing and later changed her mind, even while professing to have gotten the information straight from God, who does not change His mind.

	 

	Here is another mistake she made that would have been simple for her to verify in the Bible: she and supposedly God, mixed up the Bible’s Herods. She thought the two different Biblical Herods were the same person. Whoops! Here’s that:

	 

	“Ellen G. White was under the impression that the Herod that took part in Jesus’ trial, was the same Herod that took the life of James. She did not realize that it was Herod Antipas, who took part in Jesus’ trial, and Herod Agrippa I, who put James to death. This mistake was due to her ignorance of the Bible and Bible history. Writing under inspiration; Ellen G. White wrote in 1858 that, ‘Herod’s heart grew still harder, and when he heard that Jesus had arisen, he was not much troubled. He took the life of James; and when he saw that this pleased the Jews, he took Peter also, intending to put him to death.”

	 

	Oops, wrong guy! So, she messed that up and Seventh Day Adventists has tried to cover it up:

	 

	“When the error was discovered, the authors tried to fix it by a footnote on page 185 of ‘Early Writing’, saying it was, ‘the same Herodian spirit only in another personality.’”

	 

	So, their way of handling that blatant falsehood, supposedly from God, was, “Aaah, yeah, that’s what she meant.” Or maybe she needed to put down the Woody pull cord. Excuse me?! Why didn’t they just admit she was wrong? 

	 

	Here is an embarrassing one: White thought Jesus’ brothers were older than Him. So, her accompanying demons were either dumb, bad at their job, or they understood just how gullible White was. Of course, the idea of Jesus being a younger brother destroys other biblical historical evangelical-Christian doctrine like, the Virgin Birth. For those of us hooked on genetics, we know that Jesus had to be the oldest with the way that all works out. But, while pioneering new genetics, White says this on page 86 and 87 of her book, Desire of Ages:

	 

	“All this displeased His brothers. Being older than Jesus, they felt He should be under their dictation.”

	 

	Wow! Again, what did she not understand about the Virgin Birth. She is like a huge elephant in a tiny flower garden; just unknowingly stomping all over God’s Word. Not that it’s needed, but there is further proof from the Bible, with it saying Jesus was the first-born. 

	 

	On top of all that, and you’re going to think I’m making this next one up, White seems to have pulled her Woody cord again and discovered that angels need a gold card to get in and out of Heaven. Apparently, that’s the only way God can keep track of them. Here’s White:

	 

	“All angels that are commissioned to visit the earth hold a golden card, which they present to the angels at the gates of the city.”

	 

	In her mind, God must not be omniscient, so he needs help with the record keeping. Wow! I like what this guy said:

	 

	“Does the God who can number the hairs on your head, need a gold card to identify the angels?”

	 

	No. She also said God gave her wings. Again, she pulled the cord and got some helpful wings. Here’s what she said:

	 

	“The Lord has given me a view of other worlds. Wings were given me, and an angel attended to me from the city to a place that was bright and glorious.”

	 

	Excuse me; Do we see evidence in the Bible of wings given to people; even to any real prophets? No, they were not given wings at any time. One guy said this:

	“Seventh Day Adventists claim to be the people of the Bible and that their beliefs are supported by the Scripture. They reject the Roman Catholic Church beliefs, such as praying to Mary and the saints, the confessional, rosary, holy water, the Pope as head the church, etc. They reject Joseph Smith and his ‘Book of Mormon’. They reject Mary Baker Eddy, and her book, ‘Science and Health with Keys to Scripture’. They reject the Jehovah’s Witnesses, which have the ‘Watchtower’ to guide them. Seventh Day Adventists reject all beliefs that cannot be supported by the Bible. The paradox is, that the church accepts Ellen G. White’s additions to the Bible and her contradictions, and false teachings that are outside the Bible, without question. And then, like any other cult, expects members to do likewise. The Seventh Day Adventists church insists all these additions and contradictions came straight from God, thus making God a part of their deception.”

	 

	But as we read in the Deuteronomy passage, if anyone presumes to speak in the name of God and then gets it wrong, what are we to do? We are done with him or her. Not only does Seventh Day Adventists follow cult teachings from White, they then have the nerve to call out other cults, like Catholicism, Mormonism, and Jehovah’s Witnesses, for doing the same.       

	 

	Somehow, they are right for doing it and the others are wrong. They are completely inconsistent. A major part of their problem is elevating Ellen G. White’s words to that of God, just as Ellen did here, with her claim that she is infallible:

	 

	“Yet, now, when I send you a testimony of warning and reproof, many of you declare it to be merely the opinion of Sister White. You thereby insulted the Spirit of God. In these letters, which I write, in the testimonies I bear, I am presenting to you that which the Lord has presented to me. I do not write one article in paper expressing merely my own ideas. They are what God has opened up for me in vision,”

	 

	Yeah, I don’t think so! God does not contradict himself and the historical record shows Ellen G. White was a “cereal” plagiarist. 

	I’ve got a few more of her statements to share, but how’s it looking so far? Are her “visions,” her teachings, stacking up Biblically? No, not at all! She obviously got the vast majority of her predictions wrong.

	 

	So, her teachings were false, and it reminds me of an issue that comes up a lot in the Church. People call all the time lamenting the fact that they cannot find a healthy church. I have to tell them; it is all part of the last days apostasy and that getting rid of convenience. Christianity will not be easy; they might have to drive far, or even move. But remember, there is no such thing as a perfect church. As the saying goes, if you find the perfect church, do not go there because you’ll mess it up. 

	 

	People ask how to know when they are at the right church. Well, when you can find a Biblical Christian church, I’m not saying you should accept everything they teach, because some of it may seem a bit off to you; it may bug you. But my general rule is this: 

	 

	Chew the meat and every once in a while, as you come across a bone, spit it out. It’s not that big of a deal. At least you are getting some decent biblical knowledge; be realistic. That said, if you find you have been spitting out more bones than the meat you are given, that church is probably a waste of your time.

	 

	I said all that to get to this about our study of Seventh Day Adventists: How many bones are we spitting out here, and what we’ve seen so far is still just the tip of the iceberg. Why would anyone waste time on this organization? Here’s more from White talking about how she entered a temple that, Revelation tells us, doesn’t exist: 

	 

	“I saw an angel swiftly flying to me. He carried me from the earth to the Holy City. In the city I saw a temple which I entered.”

	 

	However, here’s the truth from Revelation 21:22:

	 

	“I saw no temple therein: for the Lord Almighty and the lamb are the temple of it.”

	The Bible says there is no temple, but she says she entered it. White also taught that the only proper prayer is kneeling. Here is what she said:

	 

	“Get down upon your knees. This is the proper position always. Both in public and private worship, it is our duty to bow down before God when we offer petitions to Him. To bow down when in prayer to God is the proper attitude to occupy. 

	 

	Later, she (claiming it came from God), again, changed her mind:

	 

	We must pray constantly, with a humble mind and a meek and lowly spirit. We need not wait for an opportunity to kneel before God.”

	 

	Those were her words, not mine. So, my question for her is this: How is it not a lie when you profess to be a prophet of God, who has given us His decree that we must always kneel when praying, but then later and also on the record, you decide God changed it to say we can also stand? Which is it? Elder D. E. Robinson, one of Ellen G. White’s secretaries for thirteen years (1902 to 1915), said this:

	 

	“I have been present repeatedly at camp meetings and general conference sessions, in which Sister White herself has offered prayer with the congregation standing, and she herself standing.”

	 

	Again, which is it? God does not contradict himself, yet she continued to claim her teachings came from God, all while saying one thing one minute, and then doing the opposite the next minute. It is not consistent, and Adventists miss that. 

	 

	White also got it wrong, when she said that the plan of salvation was made after the fall of man, which of course it was not. The Bible says that plan was made before the foundation of the world. Here is what White said: 

	 

	“The kingdom of grace was instituted immediately after the fall of man, when a plan was devised for the redemption of the guilty race.”

	 

	That is not true and here’s 1 Peter 1:19 and Ephesians 1:4 to testify against White:

	 

	“But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world.”

	 

	“Just as He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be Holy and blameless in Him.”

	 

	So, the Bible clearly tells us the plan took place before the foundations of the world. Yet, White pulls her little rip cord and gets another lie to teach. It is just one more falsehood on a pile of wrong statements she claims came from God. Here is another one to throw on the pile: White failed when she said Adam was not with Eve at the time she was tempted in the garden. Here’s what White said and keep in mind, that the Bible never mentions Eve talking to angels:

	 

	“The angels had cautioned Eve to beware of separating herself from her husband while occupied in their daily labor in the garden. She unconsciously wandered from his side. She soon found herself gazing with mingled curiosity and admiration upon the forbidden tree.”

	 

	Of course, that is not what the Bible says. Here’s Genesis 3:6:

	 

	“When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit there of and did eat; and gave also to her husband with her, and he did eat.”

	 

	Adam was right there with Eve. So, there is another failed claim. And it gets worse: White said satan also deceived Adam. Again, that is not what the Bible says. Here are her words, and then a passage from the Timothy, which predictably gives the truth that is the opposite:

	 

	“Satan, who is the father of lies, deceived Adam in a similar way, telling him that he need not obey God, that he would not die if he transgressed the law (Ellen G. White).”

	 

	“And Adam was not deceived but the woman was being deceived in transgression (1 Timothy 2:14).”

	 

	Eve was deceived but Adam knew exactly what he was doing. That is what the Bible says, so White got that wrong too. Here is White also claiming the Tower of Babel was built before the Flood of Noah:

	 

	“This system was corrupted before the Flood by those who separated themselves from the faithful followers of God and engaged in the building of the tower of Babel.”

	 

	Nope, you can read the truth from the end of Genesis 10 and into chapter 11 where it talks about the survivors of the Flood:

	 

	“These are the families of the sons of Noah after their generations, in their nations; and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood. They said, come let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top may reach to Heaven…”

	 

	Those people did not want to be scattered. So, when was the Babel tower built? The Bible tells us it was after the Flood. But White claims it was before. She was also confused about whether ravens really fed Elijah. In 1873, she first said, “no,” but then changed her mind three years later:

	 

	“There He honored Elijah by sending food to him morning and evening by an angel from Heaven (1873).”

	 

	“He who fed Elijah by the brook, making a raven His messenger (1876).”

	 

	First, she is wrong, saying it was an angel, and then, maybe from some “new light,” corrected herself to say it was a raven, which is what the Bible tells us here in 1 Kings 17:

	 

	“And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh (meat), in the evening…”

	 

	Here’s how White’s editors tried to cover up this contradiction that appears on page 129 or her book, ‘Prophets and Kings’:

	 

	“Then, a year after her death, her editors tried to smooth things over by omitting any reference to either an angel or a raven. They changed Ellen G. White’s words to say Elijah was just ‘miraculously provided with food.’ “

	 

	Here is a big deal: White claimed Jesus was not God. Here is that quote from her and then two quotes from the Bible, including Isaiah and also Jesus speaking in Revelation:

	 

	“The man Christ Jesus was not the Lord God Almighty.”

	 

	“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; And the government shall be on His shoulders; And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).”

	 

	“ ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,’ saith the Lord Jesus, ‘which is, which was, which is to come, the Almighty (Revelation 1:8).’ “

	 

	How about the atonement for our sins? Was that completed at the cross? In two different places, White says, no:

	 

	“Instead of...Daniel 8:14 referring to the purifying of the earth, it was now plain that it pointed to the closing work of our High Priest in Heaven, the finishing of the atonement…”

	“Jesus entered the most Holy of the Heavenly sanctuary, at the end of the 2,300 days of Daniel 8, in 1844, to make final atonement.”

	 

	Remember, the latter statement, is about the Seventh Day Adventists excuse, used to try to explain away the failure of William Miller’s 1844 date. They manufactured the idea that Jesus didn’t show up on earth as expected because He was actually moving into a new sanctuary. And White is claiming that’s when Jesus’ final atonement took place; in 1844. But even if that were true, which it isn’t of course, what does that mean for all those Christians who died during the previous 1,800 years? Here to contradict that false teaching from White, is John 19:30 and then Romans:

	 

	“When Jesus received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ “

	 

	“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; Whom God has set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins... (Romans: 3:24-25).”

	 

	So, when did remission of all sins take place? It was Jesus’ Blood at His death on the cross. Here’s more from Romans 5, chapter 9:

	 

	“Much more then, being now justified by his blood (which happened on the cross,) we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”

	 

	Here’s White with another fail, about whether the blood of Jesus Christ cancels our sin:

	 

	“The blood of Christ, while it was to release the repentant sinner from the condemnation of the law, was not to cancel sin...it will stand in the sanctuary until the final atonement (Ellen G. White).”

	 

	Again, the Bible says something different in Ephesians 1:7 and John 1:7:

	 

	“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

	 

	“The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.”

	 

	And there are other passages saying the same; on and on it goes. Here is some good analysis against her claim:

	 

	“The Bible says that forgiven sins are never counted against the individual. However, Ellen G. White contradicts the Bible by claiming that God stores up our sins and later punishes us for them if we do not measure up to His standard before the final atonement.”

	 

	And guess who reserves the right to make up that standard for millions of misled followers? It was Ellen G. White and is still the Seventh Day Adventist Church today. Adventists have to keep the Sabbath, their dietary laws, and everything else the organization prescribes for them. Is that a Grace-through-faith gospel-centered message? No! What is it? That’s a works-based doctrine. Just on that one alone, how can anyone say Seventh Day Adventists is the same as evangelical Christianity? It’s not, at all.

	 

	And by the way, who is it that bears our sins? The correct answer is Jesus, even though White declares that God told her it is satan. Here’s that:

	 

	“It was seen, also, that while the sin offering pointed to Christ as a sacrifice, and the high priest represented Christ as mediator, the scapegoat typified satan, the author of sin, upon whom the sins of the truly penitent will finally be placed.”

	 

	Excuse me?! The Bible says this in 1 Peter 2:24:

	 

	“Jesus, who His own self bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes we are saved.”

	What about the idea that we can know we are saved right now? Do we have any sense of assurance of salvation? Yes! Predictably now, here is White saying, no:

	 

	“Those who accept the Savior, however sincere to their conversion, should never be taught to say or feel that they are saved. Those who accept Christ, and in their first confidence say, ‘I am saved’, they are in danger of trusting in themselves.”

	 

	No, we’re not. We are trusting in God’s Word; what Christ did for us. In many places, the Bible let’s Christians be certain we’re saved. Here are a couple of them from Jesus in the Bible’s book of John:

	 

	“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but has passed from death unto life (John 5:24).”

	 

	“These things I’ve written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe on the name of the Son of God (1 John 5:13).”

	 

	So those are some of the wild things said by Ellen G. White. In the next chapter I have another I don’t want to blow through, because this one is so out there; I couldn’t make something like it up, even on one of my best days after lots of sleep and a big o’ cup of coffee, you know the feeling, when your mind is running full speed, spinning like a top. But I will give you a teaser:

	 

	One of White’s own children ratted her out. You remember that their dietary laws prevent them from eating meat, right? They have to be vegetarians. Well, a main guy, from the early Seventh Day Adventists years, reported something he found disturbing about White. He was appalled by her behavior, being a serious vegetarian himself. Listen to this:  

	 

	In those days, there was a meat wagon that came around and this one was driving through the tents at a camp meeting. White’s son was outside their tent and yelling to the meat guy, “Hey, do you have any fish?” The man answered “No.” So, the kid asked, “You got any chicken?” Again, the guy said, “No.” So, the little guy screams, “You better get some! Mom wants chicken!!” The outraged person telling that story was, apparently, in a nearby tent. It was Dr. Kellogg. 

	 

	So, that is a look at what we are going to get into next, covering not only more of White’s false teachings, but also her hypocrisy. Other foods she spoke against were more animal products like cheese, butter, and eggs. But, while prescribing abstinence from those foods for her followers, the whole time she was chowing down on all of them, along with lots of meats, and you name it. Unfortunately, for her, White’s own child gave up her, not-so-closely-guarded, secret. We’ll get into that more in the next chapter.
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	The Hypocrisy of

	Ellen G. White

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, we saw that the Seventh Day Adventists came from a date-setting guy named William Miller, who predicted the end of the world; not once, not twice, but three times. To his credit, he owned up to it and said, man, I should not have done that. Unfortunately, the cats were out of the bag and it spawned a whole bunch of different cults, like Seventh Day Adventists.

	 

	That is the one we are focusing on and the three linchpins who started it: Joseph Bates, James White, and the woman White married, Ellen G. Harmon (later, Ellen G. White). We looked at the false teachings of the Seventh Day Adventist Church and saw they admit, that, without Ellen G. White’s testimonies (her writings), there would be no Seventh Day Adventist Church. White claimed to be a prophet from God, or prophetess, so we looked at Deuteronomy 18:20-22, to see God’s rules for so-called prophets. 

	 

	“But a prophet who presumes to speak in My name, anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of the gods, must be put to death. You may say to yourselves, ‘How do we know when a message has not been spoken by the Lord?’ If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the Lord, does not take place, or come true, that is the message the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken presumptuously; do not be afraid of him.”

	 

	If they get even one prediction wrong, we know the message is not from the Lord because God does not lie. God is Holy, Holy, Holy, and Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. God only tells the Truth.

	 

	Now, putting aside the debate over whether the gift of prophecy is even still functioning in the Church today, what do we do with a person who professes to be a prophet from God, but then fails in a prediction they gave in God’s name? The penalty under the Old Covenant would be to put that person to death, but we are no longer bound to that, so under the New Covenant we just cut him or her off. We do not listen to a word they say anymore.

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists tells us that Ellen G. White was a prophet and they base the trustworthiness of their organization on her teachings. That means she cannot get any of her prophecies wrong. Is that what we have seen? No! I’ve lost count at the number of predictions where she has failed, and we’ve only scratched the surface so far.

	 

	Some people felt White probably suffered from a mental illness because, as a child, she had a serious head injury when hit in the head with a rock. Others talk about how we really should not trust her because the writings, she claims to have gotten from God, were actually plagiarized by her, some up to 90% of the content. 

	 

	Still others, who were around White, went on record saying she was guilty of some very odd charismatic-like behaviors: barking, crawling around on the floor, and plenty of other crazy stuff. Not only that, they also said she was guilty of immoral behavior, with their holy kissing of each other, with people who were not their spouses, washing each other’s feet, and traveling with a man (James White) before they were married.

	Knowing all that, it is not surprising that so much of her teachings have been proven wrong. She said Judas wanted to confess his sin to Jesus at the Last Supper, but then later changed his mind. She stated that the proper position for praying is always kneeling, but then later said differently. Instead of the ravens mentioned in the Bible, White stated that angels fed Elijah. She later changed that to ravens. Are those examples of how God disseminates truth? No!

	 

	Her fraud was more blatant and even cruel with her falsehood that people had to get re-baptized or they would go to hell. She also falsely taught that the sisters should wash the feet of the brethren during communion service. For those people who rightly repented the 1844 date setting, White labeled them, the synagogue of satan.  

	 

	Besides predicting a curse on a man, that didn’t happen, her failed prophesies also included Civil War predictions, like Lincoln’s defeat, England declaring war on the U.S. sometime around the Civil War years, the U.S. would be humbled into the dust, and the Civil War would be the end of the world. Her other failed end-the-world predictions were for the years, 1843, 1844, 1845, and 1851. Since we are still here, I think we all know that was wrong. In 1856, White predicted that some alive at that time would remain alive until the coming of Jesus. Guess what. They’re dead! 

	 

	White even had the nerve to blame her false prophecies on fellow Seventh Day Adventists, who she says were not obedient enough to Jehovah’s laws and such. It’s just what today’s false teachers, from the Word of Faith Movement, do. They say things like, “The reason you weren’t healed, even though you sent me a bunch of money, is because you just didn’t have enough faith.” False teachers always put the responsibility for their failures on their followers, or some outsiders, rather than on their corrupted doctrine.

	 

	White not only falsely claimed to visit Heaven, but that angels gave her a special pull cord for flying there, whenever she would like. She falsely stated that her pull cord also got her out to visit the planets, but then badly miscounted the moons around those planets. For Saturn, Jupiter, and Uranus, she said there were 4, 8, and 6, respectively, instead the actual numbers: 69, 62, 27. White falsely claimed people lived on Jupiter and that these people are tall, majestic, and have never sinned. This was the same sort of falsehood from Mormonism’s Joseph Smith and Brigham Young. Smith said people lived on the moon, and Young said the same about the sun.  

	 

	White also falsely stated that 144,000 saints in her own organization, at that time, would be alive when Jesus returns. Of course, that was wrong and that’s not even what the 144,000 is about. She falsely taught that the earth will be empty and desolate during the Millennium Kingdom except for satan wandering around it. Neither the emptiness, nor the satan part are true. According to the Bible, Jesus is ruling during that entire period, there are people, and satan will be bound. 

	 

	Other false teachings from White included the idea that the two Herods of Scripture were the same guy, and Jesus’ brothers were older than Him, which would destroy the Virgin Birth. Angels needed a gold card, to get in and out of Heaven, so God can keep track of them, she was given wings to fly around (in a vision). She entered the temple in the Holy city even though the Bible specifically says there is no temple there. The idea that God’s plan of salvation was made after the fall of man, when the Bible says it was before the foundation of the world.

	 

	She also falsely taught that Eve was separated from Adam when she sinned. But the Bible says he was right there with her. She also said Adam was deceived by satan, although that’s not what the Bible says either. Scripture tells us that Adam sinned, but Eve was deceived. White falsely thought that the Tower of Babel was built before the flood, while the Bible again says the opposite. She falsely taught that Jesus is not the Lord God Almighty even though the Bible repeatedly says He is. Other false teachings completely counter to the Bible were that the atonement of sin was not complete on the cross, the blood of Jesus does not cancel sin, and there is no assurance of salvation. For that last one, the Bible says, “I write these things to you so that you may know that you have eternal life.”

	So, that is over thirty false teachings that she got wrong. When the Bible tells us only one wrong is too much, and we should shut that person off from us. So, am I being harsh when pointing out these errors in the Seventh Day Adventist movement? No! There are tons of failures and we are not even done yet. I am still not going to get to them all, but we’ll see a few more in this chapter. Again, all this from the historical record shows, not only how bankrupt these teachings are, but how far removed Seventh Day Adventists is from Biblical Evangelical Christianity. For people today to say they are Christians, just like us, is not even close, not by a mile.

	 

	Let’s continue to see what else she got wrong: After we’ve been saved, can we legitimately say, there will be a point in time when we have absolutely ceased all sinning? Hey, please let me know if you, or anyone you know, have 100% quit sinning. Ellen G. White said this:

	 

	“To everyone who surrenders fully to God is given the privilege of living without sin, in obedience to the law of Heaven.”

	 

	Hey, even today, for those who claim to be sinless, all we have to do is interview their spouse, right? We’ll confirm it’s not true, just Ellen’s claim. So, there is another false teaching. They just keep stacking up, and again, the biblical rule says that a person who sits there and claims he or she is a prophet of God, but then gets even one thing wrong, should be shunned. Still, Seventh Day Adventists keeps spreading her false teachings. This stuff is not at all from God. It’s not what the Bible says, and that includes her sinless claim. Here is what the Bible says about that:

	 

	“But if we walk in the light as He (God) is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us... (1 John 1:7-8)”

	 

	It goes on to say that when you do sin, because we will continue to sin, we need to confess that sin. And, praise God, that He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. But the word from White taught that there would come a point when some of us Christians would not sin anymore.

	 

	Here is another false teaching from her: Will obeying the commandments earn us favor with God? White says yes, and that it is the only way:

	 

	“To obey the commandments of God is the only way to obtain His favor (Ellen G. White, Testimonies, Vol. 4, page 28).”

	 

	But in Isaiah, the Bible says all of our righteousness is considered as filthy rags. Galatians 3 says the Law in the sight of God justifies no man, and the just shall live by faith. Paul’s big argument in Romans was that we earn God’s favor by faith. So, we cannot earn God’s favor by our works because we are cut off from God by our sin and disqualified. Trust is Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, for our sins is the only way to qualify us for salvation. 

	 

	White also says it’s not just our faith, but also our obedience to God that reconciles us to Him. 

	 

	“Man must be reconciled to God through obedience to his law and faith in Jesus.”

	 

	What is that? Is that a “grace through faith” message? Is that even Christianity at all? No. If a person thinks their salvation comes from faith, as well as obedience to the law, and it’s what they truly believe and profess on their deathbed, are they saved? No! So, White was preaching a false gospel. What is the Biblical rule? Salvation comes from faith in Jesus and what else? Nothing! Salvation is only through His work on the cross and that alone. That is it! “Jesus and...,” “Jesus or...,” and “Jesus but...,” are not the gospel. Yet, right there, Ellen G. White is claiming salvation is through faith in Jesus and obedience to His commands. That is a false gospel! That right there disqualifies an organization from being evangelical Christianity. If anyone preaches and teaches that at their services, they are presenting the road to hell. Am I being harsh? No, I am just laying out God’s Scripture, like this from Ephesians 2:8-9:

	 

	“For by grace you are saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it’s a gift from God; not as a result of works, lest anyone should boast.”

	 

	Here is another Ellen G. White issue: Did Jesus enter the most Holy place at his ascension or was it in 1844? I am assuming you got the right answer, because I think we Christians all know that one. In fact, that is pretty basic, right? But not for Ellen G. White; she says it was in 1844, because that’s the lie the Millerites movement, (minus Miller who repented), came up with, to cover their failed prediction that Christ’s return would be 1844. They didn’t want to admit they had gotten it wrong, so they came up with that false teaching. They claimed Jesus packed up and moved in that year, so He kind of “came back”, but it just was not to the earth. They claimed He scooted over to a new sanctuary. Using that myth, they could claim they were not wrong about 1844, but it was all concocted, because they did not want to admit they were wrong, like William Miller, said that he’d been wrong. That tickling of their cultish ears, that myth made up, spawned all the cults, which eventually included Seventh Day Adventists. Now, here is what Ellen G. White specifically said:

	 

	“This door was not opened until the mediation of Jesus was finished in the holy place of the sanctuary in 1844.”

	 

	So where was Jesus for 1,800 years? What was He doing? Right? This stuff is crazy! The Bible says this in Hebrews 9:12:

	 

	“And neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by Jesus’ own blood, He entered once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”

	 

	When did that take place? It was at His ascension, after the resurrection. And He’s been there interceding for us since. So, what is the Seventh Day Adventists explanation? Do they explain that Jesus was floating in space for 1,800 years? And all the grandparents of that first generation of Adventists, just missed out on salvation since Jesus hadn’t completed the job until 1844?

	 

	Here’s another issue: What is the seal of God? White says it is worshiping on the Sabbath. She claims we must worship on the Sabbath in order to obtain the seal of God. Here’s what she said:

	 

	“The Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the seal of the living God, ‘The Great Controversy’, page 640.”

	 

	However, the Bible says the Holy Spirit is the seal of God, who we receive instantly at the moment of salvation. Ephesians 1:13 says this:

	 

	“In Jesus you also trusted after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also, after that you believed, and you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.”

	 

	So, when we are saved, it is a sudden “bang” and we are indwelled with the Holy Spirit of God. We become His temple. We are sealed for the day of redemption. That is also what Paul says in Ephesians 4:30:

	 

	“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption.”

	 

	How are we sealed? We are sealed by God with the Holy Spirit, which means we are going to be in Heaven and no one, including ourselves, can snatch us from God’s hand at that point, and going forward until we are there. So, the seal of God is the Holy Spirit and, of course, not the keeping of the Sabbath. But this false teaching of Ellen G. White’s is why Seventh Day Adventists are so hung up on Saturday worship. In fact, they even go to the extreme of saying Sunday worship is Revelation’s mark of the beast. Here is more analysis of White verses the Bible, as far as the seal:

	 

	“The Bible is certain that God’s seal is the Holy Spirit. But Ellen G. White denies this Bible truth, claiming that the seventh-day Sabbath is God’s seal. Thus Sabbath-keeping (worshiping on Saturday) is promoted (by Seventh Day Adventists) as the great determiner of who is lost and who is saved.”

	 

	So, according to Seventh Day Adventists, as Christians worshiping on a Sunday, every week, we demonstrate our lack of salvation. Again, this is why their doctrine and people are such sticklers for Saturday worship. And it is just another of Ellen G. White’s multitude of false teachings. Here is more analysis:

	 

	“In this, Ellen G. White proclaims that it is the Sabbath which saves, rather than Jesus Christ who saves! This is heresy, claiming salvation by works. Ellen G. White makes the Sabbath worship the greatest commandment of all.”

	 

	Here is another issue with White’s teachings: Would you say it a sin to be sick? No, of course not. Today’s Word of Faith teachers would say differently. They would say we get sick because we do not have enough faith, or we have a sin we have been keeping secret that we need to confess. And if you take a look at our study, Charismatic Chaos, you will see this start of Seventh Day Adventists was the same time in history that the Charismatic Movement was taking off. This was a time when so many other false teachings and legalistic groups were being founded by satan to twist God’s revival period. As far as whether it is a sin to be sick, Ellen G. White also said it is:

	 

	“It is a sin to be sick; for all sickness is the result of transgression.”

	 

	Really? Well, in Job 2:7, the Bible says differently:

	 

	“satan went forth in the presence of the Lord and smote Job with boils from the soles of his feet to his crown.”

	 

	However, in Job 2:3, God himself said Job was a perfect and upright man. So, this was the case of a satanic attack. It was not because Job had sinned. Also, in the 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, the Bible talks about how Paul had a thorn in his side. Was it sin that caused Paul to have that condition in his body? No. In fact, Paul said he rejoiced in his problem because God was using it as a tool to keep him humble. So, his infirmity was to keep him from becoming conceited. It was not because Paul had sinned.

	 

	And, looking at the history, guess who was frequently ill? It rhymes with Ellen G. White. Does that mean Ellen was a frequent sinner? If you follow her logic, that more sin causes more illness, since she was frequently so, should we listen to her even if it was true; which it isn’t?

	 

	Now, let’s get deeper into Seventh Day Adventists legalism, as proclaimed through the false teachings of Ellen G. White. Besides their concern about worshiping only on Saturday, they also say we must have a particular diet. And if we do not follow their diet, we are doomed. But let’s take a look at what the Bible says in 1 Timothy about that specific type of legalism being a sign we’re in the last days. It is common to a lot of these cults and people who have popped up here in the last days. Also, remember, that White supposedly had an angel that stood beside her and she claimed her messages were coming from angels. I am going to demonstrate that what these angels told her in her supposed visions, were not from God, because they were full of lies. And what would that make those angels? It makes them demons. Here is 1 Timothy 4:1-3:

	 

	“The spirit clearly says that in the latter times some will abandon the faith, follow deceiving spirits, and things taught by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars whose consciences have been seared with a hot iron. They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth.”

	 

	Keep that hypocritical-liar label in mind when we go through this food section involving Ellen G. White. So, in the last days, the Bible says we are going to see false teachers advocating abstinence from certain foods, which is certainly one of the false doctrines taught by Seventh Day Adventists. 

	 

	Let’s look at some of that. First of all, the question is whether ministers can eat meat. Of course, we can, and I am looking forward to my next meal of it! But White says absolutely not, and I’m in big trouble for that. She said this:

	 

	“Let not any of our ministers set an evil example in the eating of flesh-meat. Let them and their families live up to the light of health reform.”

	 

	Really? So, we can’t eat meat and have to be vegetarians? That is not what the Bible says here, with Jesus, in Luke 22:15:

	 

	“And he said unto them, ‘With desire I have desired to eat this Passover (lamb) with you before I suffer.’”

	 

	That was Jesus, and He not only ate with the disciples, but it was roasted lamb for the Passover. It wasn’t just herbs and broccoli. So, are we going to say Jesus did something wrong there? Was that evil? We already saw one of White’s waffles, when she first said angels brought Elijah meat and bread, but then finally changed those couriers to the Biblical truth; it was ravens. She changed her mind on that and admitted it, but what was it that the ravens brought Elijah? It was bread and meat, right? It was not bread with a side of cucumbers or carrots. Why would God feed Elijah meat if that would make an evil example? Why some kind of cornflakes like what Seventh Day Adventists made to supposedly keep people from getting excited, or something along those lines.

	 

	And, by the way, do you know that Jesus also ate fish? Luke 24 tells us about that. Just like Luke 22 mentioned, the lamb he ate. Most everyone remembers that story about how Jesus fed the crowds corn flakes and graham crackers. Oh, I’m sorry; that was a wrong translation. He actually gave them fish and bread. Again, it was not just bread and cucumbers or carrots. It was not like he threw them celery sticks. It was fish and bread. But wouldn’t that be strange for him to do if we shouldn’t be eating meat?

	 

	Also, in the Acts 10 vision Jesus gave the Apostle Peter, Jesus declared all foods clean, including meat. In fact, as you may already know, in Genesis 9, God gave us permission to eat meat. That was right after Noah’s Flood. So, I’m sorry, but abstinence from meat is another false teaching from White and Seventh Day Adventists.

	 

	White also said the sin of gluttony for eating meat caused a plague in Israel. That story is in Numbers 11. Here’s what White claimed, and then the correction of her mistake by looking at Numbers:

	 

	White: “God granted their desire, giving them flesh, and leaving them to eat till their gluttony produced a plague ‘Counsels on Diet and Foods, page 148.’” “But, while meat was still between their teeth and before it could be consumed, the anger of the Lord burned against the people, and struck them with a severe plague (Numbers 11:33-34).”

	 

	So, the plague came upon them, before the people consumed the food, and it was coveting, that the people were punished for. It was not gluttony or eating meat. Old Testament law did command the nation of Israel to stay away from certain food, but their civil law never ever mentioned any kind of meat they could not eat. As we saw in our study, which is appropriately called, Judaism, this false idea of abstinence from certain meats for the Jews is a misapplication of the different types of Jewish laws, and besides that, none of them are in effect for us today.

	 

	There used to be three types of Jewish laws, civil, ceremonial, and moral. The Jewish civil laws were for their theocratic government system, and it is about how they ran it. Are we under the Jewish system of government today? No, of course not. That would seem to be common sense, and it is also why we do not follow the Old Testament Law, that says we’re to put homosexuals and adulterers to death. That old civil law required capital punishment for those crimes. But again, we are not under that law and no one today advocates for that. It is also why Jesus freed the woman who was caught in adultery, when everyone around Him said she needed to be put to death. But again, that civil law is not in effect today.

	 

	Now, the Old Testament Jewish ceremonial laws included the dietary laws. But again, those are no longer in effect. Do we still worship at the Jewish temple, where we sacrifice lambs, pigeons, and other non-human living things, depending on the sin involved? No! Do we have a high priest? Yes, Jesus is our high priest. Under the New Testament, Jesus is now the one who cleanses us from sin. It is not animal sacrifice. Jesus entered into the most holy place at His ascension, after obtaining eternal redemption through sacrificing Himself once, for all of us. So, the ceremonial laws, which included those dietary laws, saying they could not eat certain types of meat like pork, are not in place for today.

	 

	That said, the third types of Jewish laws, the moral laws, are still in place today. Those are the Bible’s teachings against stealing, committing adultery, and things that nature. Those are moral laws based on the moral character of God. That is why we see moral laws in the Old Testament carry into the New Testament. God commanded us to be Holy because He is Holy. That is Old and New Covenants, because it is based on His character. So, that has always been functioning. But, when it comes to the civil and ceremonial laws, the New Covenant (New Testament) covers those for us now.

	 

	That is where the confusion comes in. Yes, those dietary laws are recorded in the Scripture, but that is looking at the Old Covenant that we are no longer under. It is dealing with the people of Israel, for that time, and not the New Covenant that we Christians are now under.

	 

	Now, I will give White some benefit of the doubt that she obviously just didn’t do her homework on Jewish law, amongst other mistakes concerning the Bible. Maybe she didn’t understand the difference between the Old and New Covenants, which involves the difference between, dare I say, the Jewish people as a nation versus God’s plan in the Christian Church; two totally different systems. But still, even if the Jewish laws did apply, the legalism from Seventh Day Adventists takes it to a whole different level.

	 

	So, I went through all that Jewish dietary law, including the Old Covenant decree against eating pork, to get to Ellen G. White’s teaching on the subject of food. She taught that we must not dare touch pork. Here is what she said:

	 

	“Never should one morsel of swine’s flesh be placed on your table.”

	
 

	She said never and it gets even stricter. Here is what she wrote in her book, Testimonies to the Church:

	 

	“It is just as much a sin to violate the laws of our being as to break one of the Ten Commandments.”

	So, she equates eating bacon with the sin of adultery and I’ve just got to say, hey, them’s fighting words! Don’t mess with my bacon! Seriously though, those are the Jewish dietary laws that we are no longer under. But, Seventh Day Adventists takes this legalism, surrounding the outdated dietary laws, very seriously. It is right along the lines of what the Bible warned us about for these last days. False teachers will come professing doctrines taught by deceiving spirits (lying demons). One will be their claim that we cannot eat certain foods. Listen to how far the false teachers of Seventh Day Adventists take it, and this is from their Amazing Facts booklet, which is tied to their Amazing Facts radio and television program, by the same name, hosted by Seventh Day Adventists’ modern-day Hindu-guru-like hosts:

	 

	Question: “But I like pork, will God destroy me if I eat it?”

	 

	Answer: “This may be shocking, but it is true and must be told. The Bible positively states that all that eat ‘swine’s flesh,’ and other unclean things, will be destroyed with fire at the coming of the Lord.”

	 

	Seriously, all because they ate a piece of bacon?!

	Besides teachings from demons, what else does 1 Timothy mention about the false teachers who come with heretical doctrines in these last days? It says the teachers who learn from those deceiving spirits will have consciences that have been seared. So, we can talk with them until we’re blue in the face, explaining the difference between Jewish civil and ceremony laws verses moral laws, or any other truth from the Bible, but it’s like their conscience has been seared with a hot iron. We will not get anywhere with them.

	 

	And the other thing 1 Timothy told us was that these people were what southerners call, “Hypo-Crits.” They are hypocritical liars. So, that is an important question as we examine the practices of Mrs. White. As we saw, she was big on all her followers having to stay away from certain foods, but did she practice what she preached? The answer rhymes with, “no,” and I’d say it’s “certainly no.” We started looking at this in the last chapter, but it is important and for us to actually dive into the historical record. Let’s look at it one more time, in a bit more detail, talking about Ellen G. White’s affinity and indulgence in meat-eating, while also railing against it for her followers:

	 

	“Mrs. White claimed to have taken her stand prior to 1869, yet four years later we find her eating deer and duck: ‘A young man from Nova Scotia had come in from hunting. He had a quarter of deer. He had traveled 20 miles with this deer on his back. He gave us a small piece of the meat, which we made into broth. Willie shot a duck which came in a time of need, for our supplies were rapidly diminishing.’ “

	 

	So, that is her admitting, in the historical record, that she was eating meat four years after she said she, “took a stand,” against it. Here is more:

	 

	“Mrs. White was still privately eating unclean meat a full 13 years after her public commitment! In this 1882 excerpt from a letter to her daughter-in-law, Mary Kelsey White, she expresses her fondness for herring and oysters: ‘Mary, if you can get me a good box of herrings, fresh ones, please do so. These last ones that Willie got are bitter and old...If you can get a few cans of oysters, get them.’ “

	 

	Again, this is from the historical record. So, she’s out there telling people they’re doomed for eating a piece of bacon, railing about how God’s going to burn them on the day of judgment, when at the same time, presumably with a seared conscience, she’s chowing down on the same stuff. Maybe even writing these false teachings while munching on meat. But that is exactly what the Scripture says, it is not just demonic false teachings. The Bible says these people will be hypocritical liars. And White was certainly a hypocrite: behind the scenes, she was not even following her own teachings.

	 

	And again, even Mr. Kellogg, who invented Corn Flakes, and the whole breakfast cereal industry, to keep us from getting sexually aroused, was blown away by Ellen G. White’s hypocrisy. Here’s that:

	 

	“According to Dr. John Kellogg, Mrs. White celebrated her return from Europe in 1887 with ‘a large baked fish.’ When she visited the Battle Creek Sanitarium during the next several years, she, ‘always called for meat and usually fried chicken, much to the consternation of Kellogg and the cook who both were vegetarians. At the various camp meetings, she attended, her lax dietary habits became common knowledge, thanks in no small part to her own children. Kellogg recalled once hearing Edson (J.E.) White standing in front of his mother’s tent calling out to the meat wagon that visited the grounds regularly...”

	 

	So, this was at a camp meeting and just like today, with the guys that come around in trucks selling meat and other frozen things, the Adventists had a meat truck that would come through camp. At any big event, like their huge camp meetings, someone is going to try making some cash, right? This is Dr. Kellogg telling the story of Ellen G. White’s son, calling out to the meat-wagon guy, on behalf of his mother. Here is what Kellogg writes that the boy said:

	 

	“ ‘Say, hello there! Have you any fresh fish?’ ‘No,’ was the reply. ‘Have you any fresh chicken?’ Again, the answer was ‘no,’ and J.E. bawled out in a very loud voice, ‘Mother wants some chicken. You had better get some quick.’ “

	 

	So according to White’s own teachings, it looks like on judgment day, she is going to burn, right? Excuse me!? Again, what warning does the Bible give? It says in the last days, not just to look out for false teachings from demons, and not just people telling us to abstain from certain foods, but when you put these false teachers to the test, we’ll find they’re a bunch of hypocritical liars. And this is exactly what is going on with Ellen G. White. The whole legalistic pronouncements, followed by blatant violation of your own decrees of doom, is absolutely crazy. And leave it up to your kids to give you away, right? Have you noticed that, as a parent? You can be having a good day and even maybe feeling pretty cool, when your kid decided to open his or her mouth, and especially in public, right? Anyway, let’s move on. 

	 

	That example of White’s hypocrisy is just the tip of the iceberg for this person who was all about telling, whoever she decided, for whatever she decided, that they were doomed to hell. Now it was bad enough that she spoke out against bacon, but she also blasted the eating of butter.

	 

	“Mrs. White said she gave up eating butter in 1869. She further stated in 1870: ‘No butter or flesh-meats of any kind on my table (Testimonies, Volume 2, p.487).’ “

	 

	She also had a thing against cheese and eggs, saying this:

	 

	“Cheese is wholly unfit for food...Cheese should never be introduced into the stomach...Eggs should not be placed on your table. They are an injury to your children.”

	 

	Well, maybe that last one has some merit. I’m kidding, but here’s White talking, claiming our prayers are useless if we eat eggs:

	 

	“You place upon your tables butter, eggs and meat, and then your children partake of them. They are fed with the very things that will excite their animal passions, and then you come to meeting and ask God to bless and save your children. How high do your prayers go?”

	 

	Can you believe all that outrage from Ellen G. White, just because people want to eat butter? Once again, did she even practice what she preached? Or was she a hypocritical liar? This is from a Seventh Day Adventist president, A.G. Daniels, who knew Mrs. White for over 40 years. Here’s what he stated on the record, in a 1919 conference meeting, and it sure sounds like he’s talking about someone whose conscience has been seared:

	 

	“I have eaten pounds of butter at her table myself and dozens of eggs.”

	 

	That disclosure was from White’s camp. White’s own people were spilling the beans on her hypocritical behavior and that is still only the tip of the iceberg. By the way, do you know that Jesus had a word for these kinds of people? He said to them, “you Pharisees.” If you want to see a scathing rebuke, check out Matthew 23 where the whole chapter is Jesus ripping into the legalistic Pharisees who did not even bother practicing what they were commanding their people to do. Here’s part of what Jesus says:

	 

	“For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.”

	 

	He is saying, You guys are a bunch of hypocritical liars! With all these commands you people are making up for others, you do not even follow them yourselves. So, Jesus had choice words for those kinds of people, who were acting just like Ellen G. White. 

	 

	White also declared that desserts are out, people need to stop using baking soda, vinegar causes many evils, don’t you dare use mustard, pepper, pickles, and cinnamon are prohibitive. She banned all card playing, chess, checkers, sports, and games for students. Also banned, were picnics and social parties. She said tennis, cricket, baseball, and bike racing were taboo, as were music concerts, and reading Robinson Crusoe or Shakespeare? And do not even think about the theater. She also put the nix on billiard halls and bowling balls because we all know the bowling ball came straight from the devil, right? Yeah. No! She also warned us to stay away from the circus and let the ladies know jewelry is banned.

	 

	Now, with that last one, there is some debate as to whether pictures exist that maybe Seventh Day Adventists has, which show a certain conscience-seared hypocritical liar wearing jewelry. Yes, I think you are picking up who I mean (White), and as I said, it’s a debate, so we’ll let that one slide. However, let’s put her decree against jewelry to the Biblical test. Yes, women and all Christians are to adorn themselves modestly, but if we are to believe there should be no jewelry worn, what about the prodigal son? Remember, Luke 15 with Jesus telling the story of the prodigal son, returning and his father came out to greet him, putting a ring on his finger? If jewelry is so bad, why is Jesus telling a good story, of a loving father putting a ring on his son’s finger? That does not jive with a supposed ban on jewelry. But then most of her claims do not jive with the Bible, and that’s the whole problem.

	 

	White also claimed that the drinking of tea or coffee is a sin and can cause various diseases. That assertion is wrong on a couple levels. Here is what she said:

	 

	“Tea and coffee drinking is a sin, an injurious indulgence, which like other evils, injures the soul. Tea is poisonous to the system and it causes diseases.”

	 

	Well, she’s not only wrong Biblically, but she even fails medically. The reported health benefits from drinking green or black tea, can include reduced risk of stroke and heart attack, protection against several types of cancer, and providing equal or greater antioxidant power than many fruits and vegetables. She is not only wrong from God’s Word, but also contradicts laws of modern science.

	For a time, White also warned against visiting physicians.

	 

	“If any among us are sick, let us not dishonor God by applying to earthly physicians...”

	 

	Later on, can you guess who got sick and needed a doctor, so she reversed her position? Yes, Ellen did. However, to their credit, Seventh Day Adventists is big on medicine today, as anyone can see from the hospitals they have. The point is, that the doctor thing is just another example of White’s hypocrisy, telling others not to seek medical care, but then reversing that when she needed it. I wonder how many people suffered before she was forced by her circumstance, to completely flip her teaching, that was supposedly from God in the first place, on that life and death matter. It’s total hypocrisy.

	 

	Have you been keeping track of how many times she’s been wrong? Yeah, me neither, because that is an overwhelming number, and what we’ve looked at are just those so far. Yet the Biblical rule still stands, since White claimed her messages were all from God, because she was His prophet. God says she had to get every one of them right. She was allowed by God, to get zero wrong. But we cannot possibly cover all her failures in this book, and I’ve already lost count with just what we’ve seen so far. How could she be deemed worthy to be the source of authority for, an in-home Bible study, let alone a movement of millions?

	 

	White also taught that we should never shave on the Sabbath, men were to let their beards always remain unshaven. Of course, they do not follow that today, among many other teachings of hers, they now ignore. Here is her predicting how the world’s population is heading for extinction: 

	 

	“Every generation has been growing weaker, and disease of every form visits the human race... satan’s power upon the human family increases. If the Lord should not come soon and destroy his power, the earth would soon be depopulated.”

	Well, last time I checked, the earth is over 7.6 billion and growing. So, she got that one wrong, too. Now here is one she might get right, since she apparently had an inside scoop on geology: White claimed she knew the real cause of earthquakes and volcanoes. 

	 

	“At this time immense forests were buried. These have since been changed into coal, forming the extensive coal beds that now exist, and also yielding large quantities of oil. The coal and the oil frequently ignite and burn beneath the surface of the earth. Thus, rocks are heated, limestone is burned, and iron ore is melted. The action of the water upon the lime adds fury to the intense heat and causes earthquakes, volcanoes, and fiery issues.”

	 

	Nope! She got that wrong too. Of course, that’s not what causes earthquakes, which actually occur from a sudden release of stress along a fault, or fracture, in the earth’s crust. The earthquake comes from this opposite-direction movement of two massive opposing rock layers. It is not because some coal caught fire. Of course, volcanoes are caused by rising magma (molten rock), which makes it way up through the rock and onto the earth. Again, the process has nothing to do with what she said.

	 

	I’ll just give you a one more, and then close out this chapter, but I know what I’ve given you already is enough to make the point that Ellen G. White was a false teacher, while professing to be a messenger from God. According to White, bacon not only dooms us to hell, but apparently if you want to avoid being doubly doomed, you must never, and I mean never, ever, ever, think about wearing a wig! She is serious! Here is that important information from Mrs. White about how to avoid becoming an animal:  

	 

	“The heat caused by these artificial wigs induces the blood to the brain. The action of the blood upon the lower or animal organs of the brain, causes unnatural activity, tends to recklessness in morals, and mind and heart is in danger of being corrupted. As the animal organs are excited and strengthened by the wig, the moral, are enfeebled. The moral and intellectual powers of the mind become servants to the animal.”

	Oh, no!! But hey, if we are caught doing anything wrong, we can just blame it on a wig. But, on and on and on, her false and failed teachings go. It is kind of funny, if it were not so sad, because people actually believe this stuff and even repeat it to others as truth.

	 

	Now, let’s commend Ellen G. White for a true statement she made in her book, Selected Messages, volume 3, page 32:

	 

	“The Bible must be your counselor. Study it and the testimonies God has given; for they never contradict His Word.”

	 

	Yes, yes, yes, yes!! But she did not follow her own advice, did she? And it’s because she thought her words were as good as God’s words, even when hers contradicted His Word. Again, what we’ve seen is just the tip of the iceberg. There is so much more I can’t fit in here. She must have had a lot of time to write while chewing on buttered bacon, or whatever, because she wrote down seventeen times more teachings than the entire Bible. And we lost count of how many prophecies she got wrong. Can she be trusted? Even if we want to say there are prophets from God in the world today, which I do not believe is true, is White a reliable source? Should anyone be listening to her? No, not at all. 

	 

	God’s Word is infallible; it makes no mistakes. All she has is a bunch of mistakes. God’s Word is a perfect revelation of God’s Will. White’s claims are full of gross errors. Men, inspired by the Holy Spirit wrote God’s Word. And we know that as much as 90% of some of Ellen G. White works were plagiarized. We know that. God’s Word has perfect harmony throughout, while it’s crazy how many contradictory statements White made. God’s prophecies never fail, and she was wrong all the time.

	 

	So, this extremely alarming information is out there for anyone to see, if they would only investigate for themselves. It’s hard to understand how the Seventh Day Adventists organization still, has the audacity to insert her words into the Holy Bible. Here’s the transcript of a video where the narrator is talking more about that:

	 

	“In all man-made religions, the authority of God’s Scripture, an unchanging Word, is challenged. The Seventh Day Adventists are no exception. They have their own version of the Bible known as ‘The Clear Word Bible’, which inserts the words and ideas of Ellen G. White directly into the biblical text. For example, in the ninth chapter of the Book of Daniel, 300 words have been added to the Holy Scriptures. A blatant example of this type of alteration, can be seen in Daniel, Chapter 8, verse 14, which in the King James version, simply reads: ’Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the Sanctuary be cleansed.’

	 

	However, in the Adventists ‘Clear Word’ version, this passage has been greatly altered to read: ‘After two thousand, three hundred prophetic days (or two thousand, three hundred years), God will step in, proclaim the truth about himself, and restore the ministry of the Sanctuary in Heaven to its rightful place. This is when the judgment will begin, of which the cleansing of the earthly sanctuary was a type.’  

	 

	One can see the extent, to which Seventh Day Adventists are prepared to go to support their prophetess: even to the manipulation of Scripture. ‘The Clear Word Bible’, published in 1994 as an expanded paraphrase to nurture faith and growth, is nothing more than added distortions to the Word of God to support the Adventist theology.”

	 

	Wow. That’s pretty disturbing. And it makes sense that their merger of the Bible with her false teachings, as the foundation for their faith, was bound to create the messed-up source of authority they still follow today. The Seventh Day Adventists Bible is not the same as the Christian Bible because they’ve perverted God’s Scripture with Ellen G. White’s teachings. And it’s not just footnotes. She wrote seventeen times more than the Bible and many of those teachings have been inserted by Seventh Day Adventists directly into Scripture, which demonstrates Seventh Day Adventists’ assertion that Ellen G. White’s words are on the same level as God’s Word. That is by their admission. So, anything coming from them is not the Word of God, but instead it’s the word of man and in this case, it just happens to be a woman. That source of authority is where we will pick up this study in the next chapter.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Six

	————————————

	Liar, Liar, Pants on Fire

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, we saw that Seventh Day Adventists is a cult by, both biblical and secular, definitions. We also talked about checking our hearts when witnessing to these guys, or anyone. We are not having the conversation to win a debate, but instead to reach them, because they’re stuck in a works-based gospel, that is a false gospel, and they need to know salvation is only through Jesus Christ with His work on the cross.

	 

	We have gone through a lot of Seventh Day Adventists history to understand where the group came from. It all started with a date setter named, William Miller, who finally admitted he should not have done so. Unfortunately, many of his followers did not want to stop the movement, so they spawned a whole bunch of different cults, one of which is the Seventh Day Adventists, who then gave rise to Jehovah’s Witnesses.

	 

	At the founding of Seventh Day Adventists, were Joseph Bates, James White, and Ellen G. White, with the last one claiming to be a prophetess, given information directly from God. We saw that it cannot be true because as we lost count of her failures, seen in her testimonies (prophecies), and Deuteronomy tells us a true prophet from God, never gets even one wrong. If he or she does turn out wrong on a supposed prophecy from God, as she had countless times, that person is not a prophet of God. And White certainly was not. 

	 

	That brings us to the present chapter and this question: ”Hey, aren’t we being harsh on Seventh Day Adventists? I mean, how do we know these guys are a cult? That’s a pretty strong label to throw at them and especially since they claim to be Christians just like us.” The key phrase for this chapter is “Liar, liar, pants on fire!” We are going look at the five marks of a cult and get through the first three in this chapter.

	 

	 The first way to know if you are involved in a cult, and whether Seventh Day Adventists is one, starts with the foundational concept: what is their source of authority?  Besides the Bible, what else do we evangelical Christians point to as our source of authority? There is nothing else. It is the Bible, period! The problem develops when people say their authority comes from the Bible, and, but, or; and I got a word, and I had an experience, and I was shown, or plus this, that, and the other. No! It is only the Bible, as our one source of authority. If we stick with that, apply common-sense, Biblical interpretation rules, and not spiritualize it, the same approach as other important documents, that’s basic evangelical Christianity. The Holy Spirit wrote in a way that we could easily understand. 

	 

	But that is not what Seventh Day Adventists does. That is why they’re a cult. They do not have the Bible as their sole source of authority. They added Ellen G. White’s writings to make their so-called bible, The Clear Word Bible. Again, the only clear part of it is that the words are a hack job, just like the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ hacked and chopped version of the Bible. Both groups doubly mess up their doctrine, by saying their authority comes from the Bible. They add to it, going outside the Bible to pervert the real Scriptures with their hack job versions. Here’s what the group believes:

	 

	“The Seventh Day Adventists believe the Bible is the inspired, inerrant word of God.”

	 

	Oh, I wish that were true. But again, what’s our theme for this chapter? It’s, “Liar, liar, pants on fire.” They say that because they so desperately want to avoid the cult label. But they are lying. In fact, their next word shows it:

	 

	“The SDA believes the Bible is the inspired inerrant word of God. However,”

	 

	Wait a second. So, their source of authority is “the Bible, however.” They just contradicted themselves, right? They want to say it’s the Bible and only the Bible but then add everything that comes after the “however.” That is the same old false doctrine of the “Bible and, the Bible or, or the Bible but.” Here’s more:

	 

	“However, the official church position of the Seventh Day Adventists, is that Ellen G. White performed the work of a true prophet during the seventy years of her public ministry.”

	 

	Now wait a second. If she is supposed to be a true prophet from God, then according to God, how many times can she get her prophecies wrong? The answer is zero, zip, and not one time. How many times was White wrong? We lost count before even dealing with all of them. Here is Seventh Day Adventists, with their official position in their writing called, “The Gift of Prophecy.” 

	 

	“One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church…”

	 

	Oh boy, doesn’t that sound spiritually elite? They’re not just the church; they see themselves as the remnant church. What does that imply? It says the rest of us, Christians, outside Seventh Day Adventists are the old fuddy-duddies. So, they are claiming we, Christians, are somehow old fashioned and do not know the truth. They, on the other hand, have the truth and it’s because they have the latest light. What does that sound like? It’s the type of statement cults make and that’s because Seventh Day Adventists is one. If you have seen some of our other studies of the different faiths, you’ll recognize that same characterization is true of other cults, like the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists claim to be the only true remnant church because God apparently only spoke through their lady, Ellen G. White. But, instead, they say it because they are a cult. They go on, and remember, this is their official church position:

	 

	“The gift is an identifying mark of the remnant church and was manifested in the ministry of Ellen G. White. As the Lord’s messenger, her writings are a continuing and authoritative source of the truth, which provide the church comfort, guidance, instruction, and correction.”

	 

	They are putting her on par with the Bible’s classic phrase, from the Lord, about our source of truth and comfort. Here is 2 Timothy 3:16:

	 

	“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

	 

	So, if we need to be corrected, rebuked, or trained in righteousness, where do I go? How do grow to be righteous men and women in Christ? Where do we go? We look in the Scriptures. But Seventh Day Adventists believe its Ellen G. White’s words that are going to provide all that for us. They are saying her own words are on par with the Bible. That is their position and yet they sit there saying the Bible is their authority. Their own words show they do not really believe that.

	 

	Now, let’s get back to the issue we’ve already dealt with, but I want to mention it once more to be sure we have it. I’m talking about the gift of prophecy and the idea that Ellen G. White was a so-called authoritative, prophetess from God. What does the Bible say about that? Is the gift of prophecy even functioning in the Church today? The New Testament’s Hebrews 1:1 says this about how things used to be, verses, how they are now for us in the Church age:

	 

	“In the past God spoke to our fathers through the prophets.”

	 

	That was a real ministry and it was how God spoke to us during that time. He used that mode of communication so many times and in various ways. The next word from Hebrews is key:

	 

	“But, in these last days he has spoken to us through (Ellen G. White? No!) His son Jesus.”

	 

	God speaks to us through Jesus’ Words and where are those recorded? They are in the Bible’s New Testament. Were the words of the prophets also recorded for us? Yes, they are in the Bible’s Old Testament. Prophets were a way God spoke to us in the Old Testament, which has been canonized. The record of the prophet’s words is there for us in the Bible and for these last days of the Church age.  God’s Words speaking to us directly from His Son, Jesus, has also been given to us. Do we need Ellen G. White? No! We do not need anyone or anything else. And, despite what Seventh Day Adventists and Ellen G. White say, I even disagree with the idea that the gift of prophecy is even functioning in the Church today.

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists want to say White’s words are just as valuable as the Scripture. Even while they publicly declare the Bible to be the standard, by which all teaching and experience must be tested from. Well, that is great if it were really what they practice, but they do not follow only the Bible as biblical Christians do, but instead supersede Scripture with Ellen G. White’s teachings. And, her claims, as we saw in the last two chapters, have been wrong a huge number of times. It got hard to keep count. As Seventh Day Adventists publicly prescribes, we did test her against the Bible and found huge problems over and over. 

	 

	But, apparently, they don’t take their own advice when evaluating of their so-called prophetess. They speak with a forked tongue, which is the theme of this chapter: Liar, liar, pants on fire! They say the right thing because they so desperately want to avoid the cult label. But, when it comes to the testing of their actions and teachings against what they say, I’m sorry, but they can’t even make it past the first way to evaluate whether they are a cult. That, of course, is their true source of authority. Seventh Day Adventists is no different than Jehovah Witnesses or the Mormons. They all have a different source of truth than biblical Christians do, the Bible and only the Bible.

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists’ faulty position is abundantly clear. Now, let’s see what false teachings they bought into, many of which are what White claimed. I want to give you another quote from White that contains bad doctrine, just like the rest of the long string of falsehoods, we have been seeing from her. This is more from her “testimonies,” which she says came to her in visions directly from God.

	 

	“When I send you a testimony of warning or proof, many of you declared to be merely the opinion of sister White. You have therefore insulted the Spirit of God.”

	 

	Excuse me?! So, not only does Seventh Day Adventists claim her writings are right on par with the Bible, but Ellen G. White claims her words are as good as gold, as good as anything that has come straight from the mouth of God. And her attitude is that we better listen to it or we are doomed. Wow. That brings up this chapter’s focus phrase: “Liar, liar, pants on fire!”  

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists admits they view Whites’ words as their authoritative truth on the same level as the Bible. White admitted that she believed her words are the words of God, which must be followed, or else. Yet, Seventh Day Adventists have no problem lying about their views in a document they produced called, Questions on Doctrine (Q.O.D.). This paper is what they used to approach Dr. Walter Martin (King of Cults) and Donald Grey Barnhouse (founder and editor of the evangelical Eternity magazine). It was about feeding those men lies. Their Questions on Doctrine, document states this: 

	 

	“While Adventists hold the writings of Ellen G. White in the highest esteem, yet these are not the source of our expositions.”

	Go ahead and let out a little chuckle. I did. Excuse me?! Are they kidding? What did we see in the last couple chapters about where Seventh Day Adventists gets most of their false doctrine? It’s from Ellen G. White. So, they just lied. Here’s more: 

	 

	“We base our teachings on the Scriptures, the only foundation of all true Christian doctrine. However,” 

	 

	There it is again! They sit there and say, “Oh, yeah, it’s just the Bible, however...” That means it’s not the Bible. Here is what follows after their big “but”:

	 

	“However, it is our belief that the Holy Spirit opened to her mind, important events, and called her to give certain instructions, for these last days. And inasmuch as these instructions, in our understanding, are in harmony with the Word of God…”

	 

	From what we saw in the last two chapters, how harmonious are her instructions, as a supposed compliment to the Bible? Not at all! So, again, Seventh Day Adventists throw out the right phrase, but then do not practice it, which is called lying. They go on:

	 

	“Are in harmony with the Word of God, which Word alone is able to make us wise unto salvation, we as a denomination accept them as inspired counsels from the Lord.”

	 

	Excuse me?! Again, is it only the Bible for them as they claim? No! That’s not adding up. It gets worse:

	 

	“But we have never equated them with Scripture as some falsely charge.”

	 

	What?! Your previous sentences, in this same statement, say the exact opposite. And her statements say differently, as well. In fact, so far in this study we have seen many claims from Seventh Day Adventists that say differently. They are lying. But, again, this is a portion of the document (Q.O.D.) they came up with to mislead Dr. Walter Martin, because they desperately did not want to be called a cult. Yet, their defense is doubletalk. Here is more from Seventh Day Adventists, who finish their statement with a quote from Ellen G. White:

	 

	“But we never equated White’s words with Scripture, as some falsely charge. Mrs. White herself stated explicitly, the relations of her writings to the Bible: Little heed is given to the Bible, and the Lord has given a lesser light to lead men and women to the greater light (The Review and Herald, January 20th, 1903). White: ’The Lord designs to warn you, to reprove, to counsel, through the testimonies given, and to impress your minds with the importance of the truth of His word (Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church.)’ “ 

	 

	What are the testimonies? Those are the collection of her supposed visions. Now, Seventh Day Adventists could have quoted the teaching from White that claims her words come directly from the Spirit of God and, because of that, we all had better do what she says. That is one damning statement, from White amongst many other such quotes, Seventh Day Adventists could have included for Martin and Barnhouse. But, even the quote, they cherry picked, as their supposed proof that White prescribed listening to the Bible over herself, still makes the claim that her words came from God and thus are equal to the Bible: “through these testimonies given to her from God.” Again, the testimonies she mentions are her writings from her visions, that she says the Lord is using to reprove, counsel, and impress upon our minds. Those decrees she puts in writing through her “testimonies.” So again, this is just a portion of what the Seventh Day Adventists came up with in their Questions on Doctrine, to approach influential and biblical men with, because they did not want to be called a cult. 

	 

	We’ll get back into that area more, but first I want to again mention Walter Rea, who, as a minister for Seventh Day Adventists in the 1980s, was tasked by them to research Ellen G. White’s writings. So, he is from their own camp, yet he announced that his studies of her work showed White plagiarized nearly 90% of her writings. What is our very appropriate phrase for this chapter? It is “Liar, liar, pants on fire!” Of course, Seventh Day Adventists had to deal with Walter Rea’s proof of White’s mass plagiarism. They had to admit it because the historical record calls them out on it. So, what is it that liars, with flaming pants, often do? They backpedal:

	 

	“Modern Seventh Day Adventists leaders tend to water down the Seventh Day Adventists’ official stance viewing White as a prophet.”

	 

	Why? It’s because even they know prophets don’t lie. If a self-professed prophet is really from God, he or she gets nothing wrong. Yet White has a horrible track record. So, we can see that even in their own camp, confusion and dishonesty developed in a big way because they try to escape the cult label. Again, we haven’t even gone through the other four aspects that classify them as a cult. We are still dealing with their source of authority. And our definition of a cult includes both the classical biblical one, and the secular definition. But, finding that determination does always start with the source of authority. When any individual or group goes outside Scripture, and makes claims like, “God told me.” or “I had this vision.” or “I was shown” or “Our prophetess or apostle got a word” or “the Spirit of God says,” I don’t care who they are, we must run from them. But, Seventh Day Adventists haven’t run from White. Instead, they run to her. And, they not only run into her arms, but so much so that their version of the Bible, The Clear Word Bible, is a hack job, just like Jehovah’s Witnesses’ book that perverted Scripture.  

	 

	So, let’s take a look at the Seventh Day Adventists’ Clear Word Bible, and see whether it’s the Word of God? For those still wondering, the answer rhymes with, “no.” Here’s some analysis of that book: 

	 

	“Despite this affirmation of the character of the Bible, the Seventh Day Adventist Church demonstrates a different approach to the Scripture in its popular ‘Clear Word Bible.’ The many changes made to the biblical text in the ‘Clear Word Bible’ are ultimately destructive to the integrity of God’s Word.”

	 

	That’s a fancy way of saying they really mess up Scripture. They insert what is not there in an attempt to justify their false teachings. I want to give you some examples of that with the first one being how they twist Scripture into supposedly saying we must worship on Saturday (the Sabbath). Here that is:

	 

	“Adventists teach that observing the seventh-day Sabbath is the seal of God…”

	 

	But, as we saw in the last chapter, contrary to their claim, the true seal of God is the Holy Spirit. So, they got that wrong. They add this:

	 

	“Sabbath worship will become the final test of loyalty, to Christ, for all Christians.”

	 

	So, according to Seventh Day Adventists, all we have to do is worship God on Saturday and we’re in like flint. With that work on our part, Heaven is supposedly assured for us. But then why did Christ come to die on the cross?! This stuff is crazy, right? And, you may be thinking, “There’s no way that they can make this saving-Sabbath idea stand up to Scripture.” And you are right! So, as an organization, with that kind of completely unbiblical view, if you want people to think you are a Christian, what do you do? You have got to change the Scripture. The next step, Seventh Day Adventists did, was to grab a Bible and hack it up. I do not recommend that, but it’s what they did, which is no different than Jehovah’s Witnesses’ New World Translation, which was not a translation at all, but instead it became another perversion of the Bible. Let me give you just a couple examples, by showing the real Bible first, and then the Clear Word version:

	 

	Exodus 16:5: “And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.”

	 

	CW: “On the sixth day, they should gather twice as much as on the other days so as to have enough for the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, the day I set aside for worship and rest.”

	 

	Excuse me?! As you can see, they added a long chunk of words, to God’s Word, that are not in the original text. They added, “which is the Sabbath, the day I set aside for worship and rest.” That doesn’t appear in any Biblical manuscript. Is that the same Bible we have? No. So, they not only added Ellen G. White’s false teachings into the Christian Bible, but they also hacked the Scripture to change the meaning, so that it fits her false teachings. That’s just the tip of the iceberg. Here’s another one, where we’ve started with the actual Bible, and then give you what they turned it into for their book:

	 

	Exodus 31:13: “Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you.”

	 

	CW: “Say to the people, ‘Most importantly, remember to keep the Sabbath holy because it is a very special day for me, and it’s a day of rest for you.”

	 

	They purposely deleted Israel from God’s Word because the real Bible says Israel is whom the keeping of the Sabbath pertains to. It is Israel and not the Church. Is that being honest? No, it’s a lie so what’s our phrase? It is, “Liar, liar, pants on fire!”

	 

	Leviticus 23:3: “Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest…”

	 

	CW: “There has always been the weekly Sabbath.”

	 

	It is not even close! That is not a translation; it is a perversion. Here is another where they chop out God’s people, Israel:

	 

	Ezekiel 45:17: “And it shall be the prince’s part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbath, in all solemnities of the house of Israel...To make reconciliation for the house of Israel.”

	 

	CW: “It will be his duty to provide these national offerings...for an atonement for the nation as a whole.”

	 

	They threw “Israel” out and made it “his” duty, as well as deleting “Israel” a second time to exchange them for “nation as a whole.” They changed it and then threw in their legalism to claim it is binding for everyone. Again, that is not a translation; it’s a perversion.

	 

	Acts 20:7: “And upon the first day of the week (which is Sunday,) when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.”

	 

	CW: “After sundown on Saturday night…”

	 

	It didn’t say that! It simply referenced Sunday, which is the Lord’s Day, and said nothing about the Sabbath (Saturday). Here’s their entire perversion of Acts 20:7: 

	 

	CW: “After sundown on Saturday night, the believers got together for a fellowship meal (Notice they cut out breaking bread,) and to say goodbye to Paul. That evening he spoke to them until midnight, after which he hoped to get a few hours’ sleep before leaving early Sunday morning.”

	 

	They just changed the day. It is not what the text said, so theirs is a lie given to fit their false teaching. I will give you a couple more about the Sabbath and then we will move on.

	 

	Hebrews 4:9: “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.”

	 

	CW: “So, there still remains the offer of spiritual rest that God intends for each generation to have, of which the Sabbath is a symbol.”

	 

	None of that is in the original manuscript. Is that translation? No, it is a perversion. It is a hack job attempting to support their lies. Here’s John speaking:

	 

	Revelation 1:10: “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.”

	 

	CW: “On Sabbath morning, when I had gone to the rocky island shore to meditate and worship.”

	 

	That is not even close. But again, they are trying to establish that the Sabbath is when we must worship.

	 

	So, those are perversions of the Bible, to support their false doctrine, about the Sabbath. And remember, The Clear Word Bible is their other source of authority, besides Ellen G. White. With all due respect, she is bad enough, but then they also revere their book that includes much of her false teachings, among other unbiblical perversions in it. And again, to create their book, they started with our Christian Bible and then twisted, hacked, and contorted it to agree with their false doctrines. That, of course, goes against every rule about how we are supposed to interpret Scripture. The Bible speaks out to us; we are not to speak our own words into the Bible. And we certainly do not change the Bible as they have, repeatedly.

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists also have their false doctrine on hell, which is, that they don’t believe in it. Instead, they push the lie of annihilationism; the claim that some of us will just cease to exist. That is also what Jehovah’s Witnesses believes. And they both also teach “soul sleep, the idea that, after death, we’ll just be unconscious for a time. 

	 

	Now, again, if you don’t believe in hell, how in the world can you justify your claim against the Bible? You cannot! So instead of doing the right thing and submitting to Scripture, Seventh Day Adventists obviously felt their only alternative was to twist God’s Word. Let me give a couple examples.

	 

	Isaiah 66:24: “And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worms shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched (which means the burning goes on forever); and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.”

	 

	CW: “It will be an abhorrent site. But just as worms don’t stop until they devour the dead and the fire doesn’t stop until it destroys, so the fires of the Lord will destroy the wicked and consume them all.”

	 

	That is not what it says! The impression they give is that worms or fire consumes us, and then it is over, and we exist no more. But that is not at all what the real Bible passage said. Scripture says it continues on and on. Now, let’s see what they did with Jesus’ words when he was speaking in Matthew about having a healthy fear of hell.

	 

	Matthew 10:28: “And fear not them which kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; but, rather, fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

	 

	CW: “Don’t be afraid that you might be killed. They can kill your body, but not your spirit or your loyalty to me. Now if there is something to be concerned about, it’s that you don’t lose your faith in God.”

	 

	No! It’s about not going to hell! Amongst other words in that passage, they completely took out the word, “hell.” They created a complete debauchery of the text to say it is only about remaining loyal to Christ; just do not lose your faith. They supplant Jesus’ warning about hell with their teaching. That is a total perversion! Jesus also said this: 

	 

	Matthew 18:9: “And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.”

	 

	CW: “If, for example, your eye places a wrong value on things, be willing to lose your eye to keep your moral innocence. If you have to make a choice, it’s better not to be great in this life and yet live forever than to lose your childlike innocence and have everything end with this life.”

	 

	Their sappy perversion makes me feel a bit like throwing up. It is so far off base! But notice how they completely wiped away another crucial warning from Jesus about the eternality of hell, including its hell fire. Where in the world, did they come up with “childlike innocence.” None of their perversion is in the original manuscript. 

	 

	Here’s Luke 16, which makes you wonder how could they possibly get around this? Then again, they’re obviously not bashful about obliterating big chunks of the Bible. Luke 16 is a classic about hell with Lazarus, the poor servant, who dies and ends up in Abraham’s bosom (paradise), while the rich man, who also died, is being tormented in hell. As the story goes, that rich man is experiencing the worst agony, including excruciating thirst, and asking for even just a tiny bit of water for his dried-up tongue. You have to wonder how Seventh Day Adventists could undermine that with their Clear Word book. Well, apparently, they could not hack the context, so they start that whole parable with something that doesn’t appear in any biblical manuscript. They begin by acting like Jesus is just telling a make-believe story while attempting to dispel a myth. That’s a lie, because Jesus is teaching a truth. This is how Seventh Day Adventists invent a way to couch Jesus’ story, making it appear to be a fictitious:  

	 

	“You keep telling people the Jewish fable about a rich man.”

	 

	They put those words into Jesus’ mouth. They say Jesus started the whole parable with a rebuke of the Jewish people for supposedly telling a made-up story about Lazarus and a rich guy, when it’s actually just a fable. So, Seventh Day Adventists is claiming Jesus told the Jews not to take the story literally, when He said nothing of the kind. They, basically, changed it to something like, “Oh, by the way, let me tell this story, the Jews are leading people astray with.” Can you believe that?! It is crazy what lengths they go to, even putting words in Jesus’ mouth. Here is some analysis, where the first sentence could easily substitute Seventh Day Adventists’ book for Jehovah Witnesses perversion of the Bible (New Word Translation):

	 

	“The Clear Word Bible is perhaps, one of the most deceptive Bibles in recent times. For 150 years, Seventh-day Adventists have called the Roman Catholic Church “the beast” for allegedly omitting 2 verses of the law against images. Yet, they have now made hundreds of revisions in their Bible.”

	 

	If you have seen the study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion, you know what this quote is talking about, as far as, what Catholic leadership did to God’s Ten Commandments. They hacked out the second commandment, which says we are not to make idols for ourselves. Why would they do that? It is because they push idol worship with the figurines of Mary and the saints. It brings them a lot of money.  As part of their whole rigmarole, followers are asked to bow down to, pray to, and worship those figures. But what was the issue that it created for Catholic leadership? Well, taking one commandment out leaves only nine. So, they decided to make another change, to cover up their first one: they split the tenth commandment in two.

	 

	That said, I agree with Seventh Day Adventists about how it is wrong for Catholicism to do that. However, while Adventists rail against the Catholic Church for changing Scripture, they have made hundreds of their own textual changes, insertions, and deletions. As I have mentioned, in the South they have two words for that type of person, who speaks against a wrong that they are also committing. They call them, “Hypo Crites.” Seventh Day Adventists is being hypocritical. Here is more analysis of the Seventh Day Adventists book: 

	 

	“Each addition is itself an admission to some part of their teachings, that lacks Bible support. Each deletion and change likewise admits to some part of their teachings, which the Bible refutes. These changes are made to uphold Ellen G. White’s non-biblical views.”

	 

	What does God say about that? He warns us that we’d better uphold His Word. Deuteronomy 4:2 and Proverbs 30:5-6 say this:

	 

	“You shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall you diminish ought from it.”

	 

	“Every word of God is pure...Add thou not unto His words lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

	 

	And my Crone translation of Revelation’s warning about adding anything to it, goes like this: Don’t do that or “you gonna get it!” Or, the street talk version is, “You gonna get it back!” One guy says this:

	 

	“The Seventh Day Adventists Church goes to great lengths to try to be accepted as just another Christian denomination. But, in our opinion, the movement should instead be considered, theologically, a cult of Christianity--based on its serious doctrinal errors.”

	 

	Now that we know a few of the Adventist’s Scripture perversions, let’s go back to what happened with them, Dr. Walter Martin, and Donald Grey Barnhouse. Seventh Day Adventists has a game they play, and it’s why I hear from some in the online community, who say things like, “Pastor Billy, how can you say this about Seventh Day Adventists? I know several who are great people.” Again, I am not saying they cannot be nice. However, being nice does not get anyone to Heaven. Unfortunately, lots of pleasant people go to hell. There is only one way out of this mess and that is through the work of Jesus. Still, I will hear, “They’re such nice people. How could you say they are not Christians? Are you not aware that Dr. Walter Martin met with them and he said they’re not a cult?” 

	 

	That is the supposed proof from the other side, but I’m just dealing with the substance of their beliefs. So, let’s go back to the discussion of the biblical men like Dr. Walter Martin, and others, who Seventh Day Adventists approached in the 1950’s, including Donald Grey Barnhouse, who wrote great biblical commentaries. In 1955, Seventh Day Adventists met with Martin to try to get his affirmation of their Christianity. Before the meeting they created their paper, Questions on Doctrine, which they were then able to present to Martin and others. But the whole document was a facade because Seventh Day Adventists claim their faith is true Christianity and then practice something totally different. Here’s a look at that: 

	 

	“Ever since the Adventist Church published ‘Questions on Doctrine’ (QOD) to convince Martin and Barnhouse that it was not a cult, the organization continued publishing materials endorsing traditional Adventism.”

	 

	What does that mean? Seventh Day Adventists produced this document, just so they would not be labeled a cult in the mainstream. But, they lied, as we can see from their continued false teaching, regardless of what they put in that document. Another indication of them telling falsehoods, in their Questions on Doctrine, is that Seventh Day Adventists leadership created a serious backlash, within the Seventh Day Adventist movement, when followers got their hands on the document. Here is the fallout from those lies told, to try shaking the cult label: 

	 

	“The publication of QOD resulted in more and longer-lasting controversy within the Adventist Church than any other issue that the Church has faced.”

	 

	Church leaders produced a phony paper on the Seventh Day Adventists doctrine, which has had success convincing some that they aren’t a cult. But the lies got out to their own followers who were incensed to hear leaders profess beliefs, that the church doesn’t even hold. As it happens with lies, the Seventh Day Adventists leadership lost on both ends. The first way they lost, was that the lie originally helped with some folks they duped, but those who do their homework still understand they are a cult. Those who really look into the subject know that Seventh Day Adventists is not only a cult, but also that they lied about their beliefs, to escape the label. So, for anyone paying attention, it mostly did not work. Secondly, the attempt to convince outsiders, caused major fractures in the Seventh Day Adventists movement, that still go on to this day. 

	I wanted to share that with you because, again, since starting this study, I’m hearing from folks saying, “But Dr. Walter Martin said...” Yeah, well, they lied to him. One guy said this:

	 

	“The definition of ‘lie’ is to tell an untruth with the intent to deceive. Included in the definition is the act of not telling the whole truth or telling partial truths with the intent to mislead. Given this definition of ‘lie,’ the simple answer to the question must be clear, ‘Yes, Adventists leadership lied to Walter Martin.’ “

	 

	Again, we’ve seen that the simple foundational reason Seventh Day Adventists is a cult starts with their false source of authority. Seventh Day Adventists also fits the second sign of a cult, which is whether they mess up the Biblical view of God, (including the Trinity). On that topic, I want to mention that I have used a great workbook outline for this study, but on these next few points, I severely and respectfully disagree with the author of the workbook. It may be because Seventh Day Adventists has had some limited success in projecting a false doctrine, that sometimes still acts as cover for their deception. The workbook author says this about Seventh Day Adventists’ beliefs on the nature of God, including the Trinity: 

	 

	“The early writings of Ellen G. White are ambiguous regarding the Trinity, but current official Seventh Day Adventists teaching agrees with historical, Biblical Christianity on the nature of God, including the doctrine of the Trinity.”

	 

	No, that is not true at all! That commentary is disappointing, but again, I think it’s just another example of the spillover effect from these Seventh Day Adventists leaders, who concocted a lie for Dr. Walter Martin and others. For some, even in the Christian Church, Seventh Day Adventists successfully put on that biblical Christian front. In fact, one guy says this:

	 

	“It is telling that even some apologetic ministries had not picked up on, for instance, the problems surrounding the Seventh Day Adventists Church’s version of the doctrine of the Trinity. Like many other cults of Christianity, the Seventh Day Adventists pays lip-service to the doctrine. Most of the church’s founders, including James White and Joseph Bates, openly rejected the Trinity and the deity of Jesus Christ.”

	 

	They still distort those aspects of Christianity today, no matter what they claim. And I’m telling you; these beliefs by Seventh Day Adventists are the same that you’ll run into when witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons. In both those studies, we saw that the followers are taught to say they believe in Jesus. But we need to probe further with something like, “Well, who is Jesus to you?” You have got to get behind the veneer. 

	 

	They also say they believe in God but what is their version of God? With that doctrine, they are in the same situation. They have all the right Christianese phrases, including use of the terms, “Trinity” and “Godhead,” but what they mean by those words is radically different. And frankly, Seventh Day Adventists’ beliefs are closer to Mormonism. Here is a look at that:

	 

	“Adventism’s teaching on ‘the Godhead’ (which they sometimes refer to as ‘the Trinity’) is not the same doctrine as the historic, orthodox Christian doctrine of the Trinity...Adventism is actually non-Trinitarian.”

	 

	“Adventism teaches that God is not a supreme being, but merely the title of a group, or an organization or club, comprised of three divine beings, or gods.”

	 

	The theological term is what is called “Tritheism.” Its non-Trinitarian idea that there are three separate divine beings, or gods, rather than an orthodox Christian Trinity. Here’s some of Ellen G. White ‘s teaching on the subject:

	 

	“We need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who is as much a person as God is a person, is walking through these grounds.”

	 

	What is she implying? She is saying the Holy Spirit and God have bodies. But here’s what Jesus told us in John 4:

	 

	“God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”

	 

	God does not have a body. He is Spirit. Here is more of Seventh Day Adventists’ view:

	 

	“These quotes illustrate the Adventist denial of God’s incorporeal nature, that He is spirit and does not, by nature, have a body. Not only did Ellen G. White teach that the Holy Spirit has a body, but that the Father (God) has a body. Adventism has three separate physical beings, who are united as a group (called ‘the Godhead’).”

	 

	Who also believes that? If you have seen our study, Mormonism & The Occult Behavior of Joseph Smith, you’ll know I’m talking about the Mormons. Just like Mormonism, Seventh Day Adventists uses the words, ”Trinity” and “Godhead,” but their version of those words is radically different from Biblical Christianity. Their false teaching is diametrically opposed to the Christian understanding of the Trinity. Jesus says this in Luke 24:39: 

	 

	“A spirit does not have flesh and bones.”

	 

	God is spirit, so how can they claim God the Father and the Holy Spirit have bodies? It’s crazy! Seventh Day Adventists will claim they believe in the Trinity, but we have to get behind their veneer. Do they really believe in the Trinity? No. And if you want to get technical on their view, it’s called “Tritheism.” They misuse of the word, “Trinity.” They front the Christianese term, but their Tritheism is not the same thing Christians believe.

	 

	Also attacking Jesus, Seventh Day Adventists says He is merely one of three divine parts to God. But Jesus is not a part of God; He is fully God, as is each person of the Trinity. Colossians 2:9 says this:

	“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity dwells in bodily form.”

	 

	So, Jesus Christ is the one and only true God, the Holy Spirit is the one and only true God, and the Father is the one and only true God. They are equal in that aspect. But, Seventh Day Adventists’ Tritheism separates them into three chunks, which creates a major difference from what Scripture teaches.

	 

	“Not only does Adventism teach that the Godhead was split when Jesus was on the cross, but they even teach that Jesus ceased to exist when he died.”

	 

	Wait a second! Jesus is God, so how can He cease to exist, right? The Adventist’s “Jesus” is not the same Jesus as in the Bible. So again, they will say, “Oh, yeah, we believe in Jesus.” But their idea of Jesus is absolutely not the same as Biblical Christianity. As mentioned, the Seventh Day Adventists’ view of Jesus is closer to the Mormon definition. Seventh Day Adventists’ Jesus is a false Jesus who cannot provide real salvation. It gets even worse, here’s more about Adventism and Ellen G. White:

	 

	“Not only does Adventism forbid her adherents from having assurance of salvation (because they say we have to work for our own salvation,) but she also teaches that salvation does indeed come through our own works, and she denies the fact that Jesus Christ is not only God himself, and that Jesus paid the penalty in full for our sins, completely atoning for them, and blotting them out, but they actually teach that our sins are not actually atoned for, they’re not taken away, they’re not blotted out, until satan bears them, and pays the penalty for them as the scapegoat.”

	 

	Is that the same as our Christian Jesus? Is it the same salvation? That is a direct quote, which shows a very twisted works-based salvation. And they are claiming our sins are not atoned for until they are finally placed on satan. Excuse me?! Who becomes our savior in that scenario? It would be the devil. So, they want to say, “Oh, we believe in Jesus, which makes us the same as Christianity.” But, No, they’re not! Then they’ll say, “But Dr. Walter Martin says we are.” But it’s because they lied to him. And we know they lied because they continued practicing their false teachings, even after putting out that QOD document. We also know the paper was filled with lies, because even in their own camp, it caused a major ruckus that continues to this day. Each day they continue pushing their false doctrines, is another day they are admitting they lied. 

	 

	“The Adventist Jesus is not the Jesus of the Bible. The teaching is almost identical to the Godhead of Mormonism. The truth is the Seventh Day Adventists Church, is in opposition to the orthodox Christian doctrine of the Trinity, the heresy of Tritheism, and also in its adherence to some form of ‘Arianism’, that denies the externality of Jesus Christ.”

	 

	So again, I was a little disappointed with the workbook we are following, I just want to clarify that. But I do also want to give the author some respect; maybe he didn’t do his homework on the Trinity aspect. With Seventh Day Adventists and others, we really need to get behind the veneer they put on saying they believe in the Trinity and the Godhead. If you probe deeper, you will find they’re not referring to the same Christian entities.

	 

	Now the author of the workbook does get it right about how Seventh Day Adventists claims Michael the archangel is Christ (just as the Jehovah’s Witnesses say), but I’m not too comfortable with what he says here about their version of Jesus:

	 

	“While many Seventh Day Adventists teachings on Christ are orthodox, some are not. The Seventh Day Adventists believes that Jesus is God…”

	 

	See, there I have to take issue again. What did we just see about their version of the Trinity? They say Jesus is one chunk in a group of three entities, all with their own bodies. They say Jesus is a partner. So that is not true. And then they say Jesus supposedly died and ceased to exist. But, as God, how could Jesus die? He goes on:

	 

	“Jesus has always existed with the Father, His sacrifice was vicarious…”

	Of course, vicarious means Jesus became a substitute for us sinners, which is the truth, but, again, that is not what Seventh Day Adventists believes. Again, in essence, they believe our substitute will end up being satan, when all our sins are eventually placed on him. So, Seventh Day Adventists does not see Christ as the substitute sacrifice for our sins. So that idea of theirs is not true either. He goes on:

	 

	“Jesus rose from the dead physically in his glorified body, and He ascended bodily into Heaven.”

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists says Jesus ceased to exist after the cross. So here again is a great illustration of how even a good author can come up with a disappointing description of Seventh Day Adventists’ beliefs, after Seventh Day Adventists has even obfuscated the truth of their own views. Their Jesus is not the same Jesus we see in the Bible and that is on a bunch of levels.

	 

	Now as I said, what the author correctly points out in this area of our study, is Seventh Day Adventists’ claim that Jesus is the archangel Michael. It’s the same belief as Jehovah’s Witnesses, which came out of Seventh Day Adventists. It makes sense that they have many of the same false beliefs, including the denial of hell. Here is what the outline author rightly states about Seventh Day Adventists’ views on Michael the archangel:

	 

	“Ellen G. White taught that the angel Michael was pre-incarnate appearances of Jesus. The Seventh Day Adventists is quick to point out that they do not believe Jesus is any kind of an angel.”

	 

	What?! The only word left out of that description was, “however.” They just got done saying Michael was Jesus and then claim their belief is the opposite: that Jesus is not an angel. That is called double talk, but let’s continue on:

	 

	“Since Michael is called an “Archangel,” they interpret this to mean that Jesus is “Chief over the angels,” while still being God.”

	That of course messes up more Scripture:

	 

	“However, Daniel 10:13 says that Michael is ‘One of the chief princes.’ Is Jesus ‘one of the chief princes?’ “

	 

	They certainly are trying but cannot have it both ways. That’s called a lie and lies eventually catch up with you.

	 

	“Furthermore, Michael dared not to rebuke satan (Jude 9). Jesus, on the other hand, repeatedly rebuked satan (Matthew 17:18, Mark 9:25, etc.).”

	 

	So, guess what. Jesus and Michael cannot be the same. In fact, there is a whole bunch of evidence for why they are two different entities. Among those is Hebrews 1, which says the angels worship Jesus. If the angels worship Him, how could he be an angel? He can’t and isn’t.

	 

	What I want to demonstrate is how Seventh Day Adventists justifies that false teaching. You would think it would be impossible to show, from the Bible, that Jesus is Michael. There is just no way. Well, they resort to the same thing they have done before, with their other false doctrines; they do another hack job of the real Bible to create more lies for their version. Again, the only thing clear about The Clear Word Bible is that it is clearly a perversion. So, on the one hand Seventh Day Adventists say they do not believe Jesus is Michael, but in reality, I can demonstrate, from their own hack-job version of the Bible, that that’s exactly what they really teach. Let me give you a couple of examples, first showing Seventh Day Adventists denying Christ’s deity, and then how they twist the Scripture to make it sound like Jesus is the same entity as Michael the archangel? Here is what the real Christian Bible says in John 8:58:

	 

	“Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”

	 

	“I am,” is a specific phrase from Exodus used in the Bible to claim deity status. God said to Moses in Exodus 3:14: “I am who I am.” In fact, we also know it is a deity phrase used by Jesus about himself, because the Jewish people wanted to kill him for saying it about himself. They said, Who do you think you are? That is clear in the non-perverted Scripture, but here’s what Seventh Day Adventists changed it to in their perverted-word bible:

	 

	“Jesus answered, ‘Because I existed before Abraham was born.’ “

	 

	So, they completely hacked out that crucial specific phrase claiming deity status: “I am.” It gets worse with what they did in John 10:30. Here first is Jesus talking in the real Bible and then their perverted-word version:

	 

	“I and the Father are one,” 

	 

	Versus: 

	 

	“You see, my Father and I are so close, we’re one.”

	 

	They give the impression of the two as good buddies who hangout a lot together. But it’s a deity issue and not about proximity! That is an example of how Seventh Day Adventists twisted it. 

	 

	Now let’s get to them claiming they don’t teach Jesus is the archangel Michael. Watch what they do with 1 Thessalonians 4:16, which is the Rapture passage talking about the future time when Jesus will come meet us Christians in the air to take us back with Him. Here is the real Bible, followed by theirs:

	 

	“For the Lord Himself will descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.”

	 

	CW: “When Christ descends from Heaven as the archangel...” 

	 

	That’s not what the Bible says! But again, they claim to believe one thing and then have an opposite doctrine they teach. They say, “Oh, we don’t believe that.” But then their own version of the Bible shows they truly do twist the Scripture to try getting us to believe that Jesus Christ is the archangel Michael.

	 

	Let me give you an even more blatant example from Jude 1:9, which is the passage where Michael, the archangel, refuses to rebuke satan, as Jesus does many times in the New Testament. First is the real Bible and then theirs:

	 

	“But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!’” 

	 

	CW: “In contrast to these ungodly men, is the Lord Jesus, also called Michael, the archangel, for He is over the entire angelic host.”

	 

	That second perverted version is not even close to the first biblical quote! Scripture does not say what they portray at all. But again, it’s an example of Seventh Day Adventists doubletalk. They say, “Golly gosh, no, we don’t say Jesus is Michael.” But I just quoted their perverted version. It explicitly says, “the Lord Jesus, also called Michael the archangel,” which is not what the Bible says. But their version does equate the two, even though Seventh Day Adventists will even deny it, it’s what they believe. Again, it brings to mind this chapter’s phrase: “Liar, liar, pants on fire!”

	 

	Let me give you one more from Revelation 12:7, with their whopper of a lie following:

	 

	“And there was war in Heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon (satan.) The dragon and his angels wage war…”

	 

	CW: “This controversy between God and the dragon began years ago in Heaven. God’s son Michael and the loyal angels fought against the dragon and his angels.”

	 

	That is a complete corruption of the Holy Scriptures. It is not even close. But that is what we see today from Seventh Day Adventists, with their whole doctrine being completely messed up. Why? It’s because of their false source of authority, on which they base their false beliefs. And again, they say they are Christian, yet have a source of authority from outside the Bible. They follow the false teachings, of a false prophet, named Ellen G. White, who came up with her own ideas, which she claimed to have come from God, but instead are inconsistent and disagree with the Bible. 

	 

	Then the Seventh Day Adventists decided not to take God’s side, as detailed in the Bible, but instead defend Ellen G. White and other Adventists false doctrine, by creating a perverted hack-job version of the Christian Bible. That is not Christianity at all. Their idea of God is not the same God, just as their view of the Trinity and Jesus are also not the same as the Christian Trinity and Jesus. And we have not even gotten to their false doctrine on salvation.

	 

	Now let’s finish up this chapter with Christ’s nature. Listen to this shocking idea from White, talking about how Christ supposedly took on a sin nature:

	 

	“Ellen G. White taught that: ‘Christ took upon His sinless nature our sinful nature...Christ took human nature and bore the infirmities and degeneracy of the race. He took our nature and its deteriorating condition.’ According to Seventh Day Adventist, then, Christ acquired a sinful nature.”

	 

	What?! If Jesus had a sinful nature, He would have sinned. And if He would have sinned, could He still be the perfect sacrifice for our sins? No. That would mean Jesus’ sacrifice would not be acceptable to God and our first clue that it was not acceptable would have been Jesus not rising from the grave. If He had a sin nature, He could not have resurrected. When we die, even as Christians, does our earthly body come back to life in a few days, with us walking around on earth as Jesus did? When we die as Christians, absence from the body means we are then instantly present with the Lord, praise God. Our sins are forgiven. However, if a person has not accepted Christ’s perfect sinless sacrifice, in the blink of an eye they will instantly be in hell.

	 

	But if it were possible for us to remain sinless in this life, which it isn’t, because of our sin nature, then guess what; as was the case with Jesus, Who was sinless because He had no sin nature, death would have no hold on us either. That is because there would be no sin involved. Sin is our problem, so we needed someone outside the realm of sin to provide that sinless sacrifice for us. That provider cannot have a sin nature. Jesus died in our place as the sinless sacrifice. But Seventh Day Adventists claims Jesus took on a sinful nature. That one false teaching alone destroys everything Christians believe. Jesus with a sin nature would not have risen from the grave, because God would not have accepted His sacrifice. We would still be doomed.

	 

	And yet Seventh Day Adventists want us to believe they are Christians. Do they believe what we Christians believe? There is no way they do! Here’s more:

	 

	“However, Jesus Christ is unblemished deity and perfect (sinless) humanity united in one Person forever (John 1:14, Philippians 2:7-8, 1 Timothy 3:6). Jesus did not have a sin nature. If he had, there would have been no perfect sacrifice.”

	 

	We would all be doomed straight to hell. And yet somehow, someway, Seventh Day Adventists wants us to believe that they are just like Christians: born again and trusting in Jesus’ work on the cross. No, they are not. What we get from them is a whole lot of doubletalk.

	 

	Where does Seventh Day Adventists get so much of their false doctrine? It comes from Ellen G. White’s classic work, full of false teaching, The Great Controversy. Actually, it should be re-titled as, The Great Heresy, because that is what it is. And that book is what Seventh Day Adventists points to as the most important major work from Ellen G. White. They say we need to read The Great Controversy. It’s the book that provided much of their false teachings. And it was based on her vision that is kind of creepy, if it really happened, as she said, at a funeral. That is not a good setting. But again, they look at this book from her as a foundational teaching of great importance. The larger name is, The Great Controversy Between Christ and Satan, and Ellen G. White even said she valued it “above silver or gold.” So, her recommendation is this: If we are going to read anything crucial to your existence, this is the book we most need. And apparently, that is even more so than the Bible. She recommended that we circulate it to everyone.  

	 

	The book supposedly came about from a mid-March 1858 funeral, held at a schoolhouse where Ellen and James White were leading meetings. James was asked to speak and then Ellen was moved to bear her testimony. Amazing, as it may seem, part way through her talk, she went into a “two-hour vision” in front of the congregation. 

	 

	Afterwards, she felt something was telling her she must write it out. If you have seen our study, New Age and The Last Days Deception, you may remember, it was the same thing with, A Course in Miracles, by Helen Schucman. A “voice” kept telling her, “This is a course in miracles; write it down...This is a course in miracles; write it down.” That was a demon. A very similar thing happened to Mohammad at the start of Islam, with something telling him to repeat things until he had memorized them. He went back to his wife saying it was a dark force that was choking him. His wife said it was a blessing and Allah wouldn’t lie to him. So, he went back and memorized. That is the same type of experience Ellen G. White had, where she was told she must write it all down. So consequently, A Great Controversy is instead a great heresy! And that is all it is!

	 

	But White compiled the account of her supposed two-hour vision, so her and Seventh Day Adventists could write the experience down. By the way, after White had finished her vision, at a stop over that followed, she experienced some strange paralysis. For several weeks afterwards, she could not feel pressure on her hand, or cold water poured on her head. 

	 

	So, something funky happened at that meeting and it brings back the debate over what her “visions” were. If we are trying to be kind, we have to wonder if she was still just having the left-over effects from being hit in the head with a rock as a kid. It was so bad that she went into a coma for a while. Or were her “visions” just flat-out demonic? Maybe it was a combination of both. I do not know, but either way, it is not something we should derive truth from.

	 

	In detailing that one long vision, White wrote in first person-present tense and included the phrase, “I saw,” 161 times. In the next chapter, we’ll detail the bulk of Whites false teachings, which came out of that vision, but first here’s analysis of Seventh Day Adventists’ reliance on it:

	 

	“When the early Adventists accepted this vision as truth, they cemented their position outside the Christian faith, interpreting Scripture through the lens of this new revelation.”

	 

	So, Ellen G. White’s two-hour vision at a funeral service, from which she later had paralysis and other freaky physical effects, is Seventh Day Adventists’ basis for much of their hack-job false-teachings version of the Bible. One guy says this:

	 

	“They use the same words all Christians use, but they mean different things than Christians mean when discussing the Scripture. And today, nothing has changed.”

	 

	And how else do we know Ellen’s so-called visions were not from God, as she claims? In fact, you may be thinking, “How can we know, Pastor Billy? Maybe this episode she had was a special contact from our Lord?” 

	 

	No, it was not and if we don’t already understand that we do know that it was this work of heresy, by Ellen G. White, that their own minister, Walter Rea, gave evidence of being 90% plagiarized. God does not plagiarize. The whole thing is a bunch of baloney supplied to the world by Ellen G. White.

	 

	Now as we finish up this chapter, I want to remind you of Seventh Day Adventists’ sneaky marketing. In fact, in our Las Vegas area, when we started this study, Seventh Day Adventists were sending out mailers, inviting people to their event. And as usual, there was no mention that they were putting it on. Even though they put it on and published the advertising, they won’t say whom the folks will be coming to see. It’s always an announcement with sensational headlines while there is no mention of Seventh Day Adventists’ involvement in the free public presentation.

	 

	They do the same thing with White’s, The Great Controversy, book. Again, she claimed those writings from her are more valuable than silver or gold. People just must read about this vision she had at a funeral where something freaky happened to her. Even the media is picking up on their evasive tactics, involved with distribution of that book. Here is the transcript from a Philadelphia newscast:

	 

	Male co-anchor: “A book is showing up in mailboxes across Philadelphia and most residents are finding it, well, pretty mysterious. The book is called, ‘The Great Controversy.’”

	 

	Joyce Evans, co-anchor: “And most people who’ve gotten it, say that they have no idea why it was sent to them; Fox 29’s Shawnette Wilson, lives in Center City. Shawnette, you’ve got some answers.”

	 

	Shawnette: “We did, Joyce. It took some phone calls and some e-mails, but we did get some answers. The publisher tells me; about 700 copies were sent out around Philadelphia. It caught many we talked to by surprise, who want to know who sent out this book and why.”

	 

	George Jackals: “I thought it was kind of odd, actually, to get a book in your mail.”

	 

	Shawnette: “George Jackals is one of many people on his block in South Philly who received this book by surprise in the mail.”

	 

	George: “Most guys I know threw it in the trash, you know. But I figured I’d give it a shot.”

	 

	Shawnette: “It’s called, ‘The Great Controversy.’”

	 

	George: “It’s got a lot of Bible quotations and captions in there.”

	 

	Shawnette: “It landed in mailboxes all around the city with subtitles like, Past - Present - Future, and How Will It End? written on the cover beneath the title.”

	 

	George: “I don’t know where it came from.”

	 

	Shawnette: “We made some phone calls to find out about the mystery book. The company says the original book was written in the 1850’s by a woman named Ellen G. White, who died in 1915. Several versions of the book have come out since then. It was sent by Remnant Publications.”

	 

	So, the mysterious name of the publishing company is, Remnant Publications. And they won’t tell people who they are. All you get is an intriguing publisher name that sounds like someone who maybe has the real truth, because they are the remnant folks. But it is really from this lady who supposedly had a two-hour demonic vision at a funeral service that put her into paralysis to the point where she could not feel cold water dribbled over her. And it is supposedly worth more than silver and gold, so that is why this “faithful remnant” is paying out of their pocket to secretly send it to all those folks. 

	 

	That brings up a good question: Are we supposed to share the gospel secretly? No, we openly tell others the good news. If Seventh Day Adventists are so proud of her ultra-valuable teaching and they are truly who their name claims to be, “the remnant church that holds the truth,” why be so sneaky about it? Why can’t they just flat-out say the book is from them, the Seventh Day Adventists Church? Whether it be their conferences, pamphlets, or The Great Controversy. What is preventing them from being direct about who they are? Could it be that they are continuing to snooker people just like what they did to Dr. Walter Martin? 

	 

	It is just more Seventh Day Adventists’ doubletalk, which reminds us of that appropriate phrase, and maybe the main reason they have a hard time being proud of their name: “Liar, liar, pants on fire!”

	 

	In the next chapter we will get into the other main indications, that a group is a cult, like the nature of man and the means of salvation. If a person does not have the right salvation, where do they end up? They go to hell. And Seventh Day Adventists is not a gospel-centered salvation. Theirs, like so many other cults, is a works-based system and we will take a look at that next.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	Investigative Judgment

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, because that’s what we do to better remember the material, we saw that Seventh Day Adventists started from the teachings of a date-setting guy, William Miller. At least he admitted he was wrong, but his followers just had to keep it going. His Adventist Millerites Movement spawned a whole bunch of cults, including Seventh Day Adventists. The three big guns at the founding were Mr. Joseph Bates, Mr. James White, and the woman James married, Miss Ellen Harmon. When we marry, as we spouses know, our lives are transformed. We have more joy than we can contain, right? Actually, maybe, don’t check with my wife on that. But, as far as what I’m sure of, for Ellen Harmon, it was the time of a name change to Ellen “White. “

	 

	Again, when we let folks know Seventh Day Adventists is a cult, some people, who may not have done their homework, have given push back on that. But we showed both the secular and biblical proof for a cult, and it does place Seventh Day Adventists in that category. Their source of authority is wrong, among violation of the other markers. The Christian source of authority is the Bible and nothing else period. Cults may even claim theirs is only Scripture while it’s really “the Bible or...” the Bible and...” or “the Bible but...” When a person sees their group is saying that, it is a sign he or she is in a cult. They have gotten outside the true source of authority, the Scriptures.

	 

	When a group gets the source of authority wrong, the rest of their doctrine spills downhill. We finished the last chapter with a look at how Seventh Day Adventists also messes up God and the Trinity, as well as Jesus. Seventh Day Adventists not only deny Christ’s deity, but they even claim He is the archangel Michael, just as the Jehovah’s Witnesses do. Why the similarity? It’s because they came out of the Seventh Day Adventists. So, on that aspect and others, they are two peas in a pod.

	 

	In this chapter, we want to look at the fourth way to know if we are in a cult, and that is how our group deals with the nature of man. In the last chapter, concerning Seventh Day Adventists’ view of God, Jesus, and the whole Trinity, we deviated from the author of a workbook we’re following; respectfully and strongly disagreeing with him and thinking the difference is maybe that some of the information we found out may not have been available to him. 

	 

	Well, on this aspect about the nature of man, he makes another characterization I can’t agree with. He says this:

	 

	“The Seventh Day Adventists mostly agree with historical, Biblical Christianity on the nature of man.” 

	 

	I don’t know that I would even give them “mostly.” There are some similarities that he continues with:

	 

	“They teach that the universe was created in six literal days, people are created in God’s image and likeness, people fell into sin by their own choice, and now share a fallen nature and its consequences. However, the Seventh Day Adventists believes in soul sleep and denies the immortality of the soul.”

	 

	As we saw before, and we will explore more here, they deny the doctrine of the eternal city of hell. Instead, they say those who end up there are just “poofed” out of existence (annihilated). And we’ll look at soul sleep in a little bit, but we will see that the reason they came up with it was to cover another false teaching they call, “investigative judgment.” We keep mentioning that, but finally in this chapter we’ll get into greater detail about it. As a preview though, William Miller admitted his Millerite movement got it wrong on the date setting for Jesus’ return back in 1844. But many followers, rather than admit they were wrong, came up with a false teaching that Jesus supposedly did do something on that date; it was Him supposedly relocating into His sanctuary. Based on that invented scenario, they claim He’s now there judging our behavior, and will let each one of us know our final destination, at some future date. Of course, that is a complete denial of Christ’s work on the cross.

	 

	So that false teaching caused them to have to come up with a secondary false teaching called, “Soul Sleep.” They realized that if they were going to establish “investigative judgment” as their doctrine, which is what determines our eternal destiny (heaven or hell from a works-based salvation instead of Christ’s work), then that would make it a future judgment. So, they couldn’t have anyone claiming that those who’ve died already went to Heaven or were annihilated in hell. From that, they decided to create the idea that people who die go into a big long nap. They become unconscious until that future day when detective Jesus will hand out the results of his supposed individual investigation of every human’s behavior all throughout history. Then comes either our resurrection or annihilation.

	 

	So, it is a lie within a lie. And that is what happens when you lie, right? One lie becomes two because your first one contradicts something else and you must then cover up; and on and on until it grows to a whole pack of lies. That is what we’re going to see in this chapter.

	 

	“The Seventh Day Adventists teaches that people who have died are in an unconscious, sleep-like, state.”

	 

	Now, trust me, just from looking at the faces of those in the pews, on some Sunday mornings, I could maybe be convinced that soul sleep exists. But seriously, I’m not going to go there because the Bible doesn’t teach the crazy idea of a sleep-like state after death. Instead, here is what we Christians are waiting on: 

	 

	“Believers are awaiting the appearance of Christ when they will be resurrected and caught up to meet the Lord.”

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists believe our death begins a giant cosmic nap, until some future date when their false teaching of “investigative judgment” by Jesus supposedly determines, the good or bad result for each of us. The latter part of their doctrine does not allow people to go one place or the other immediately on death, so they created the idea of a limbo state where we all soul sleep until our judgment day. Here is what they claim happens to the bad people at that time:

	 

	“The unrighteous wicked will be resurrected and judged after the millennium. The Seventh Day Adventists teaches that, after Christ’s thousand-year rule (the Millennium Kingdom,) a second resurrection of those not saved will occur. Those whose names are not found in the “book of life” (unsaved) will be cast into the lake of fire and annihilated out of existence. They deny the doctrine of eternal hell.”

	 

	Is that what the Scripture teaches? At death, do the bad people, whoever that might include, head to hell for just a few moments until he or she “poofs” out of existence? No, and we will see that in this chapter. Who also claims annihilation in hell is true? Jehovah’s Witnesses do, because it came out of Seventh Day Adventists. Again, they are two peas in a pod.

	 

	So, let’s take a look at their “Soul Sleep” and the other false teaching that goes along with it like “Annihilationism,” which is supposedly bad people’s quick glimpse of hell before being obliterated. Again, soul sleep is the belief that, after a person dies, his or her soul sleeps until the supposed final judgment of each of us, where Jesus is combing over everyone’s pile of sins in His so-called “investigative judgment.” Of course none of that is Biblical so Seventh Day Adventists does what cults normally do: they take valid teachings out of context and twist the meaning of it, as we’ll see more of from their version of the Bible, The Clear Word Bible. They completely change what Scripture actually says, just to fit their false teachings. Again, it’s the exact same practice the Jehovah’s Witnesses do with their own perversion of Scripture, the New World Translation.

	 

	Let’s look at whether the Bible mentions anything close to their soul sleep idea. Scripture does actually have the word, ”sleep,” and it is used to reference people dying. But Seventh Day Adventists gives the term something that is not said at all. They claim it is a literal cosmic nap. So, let’s take a look at some of those passages to show their claim is untrue. We will start with Luke 8:49-55:

	 

	“While Jesus was speaking, someone came from the house Jairus, the synagogue ruler and said…”

	 

	…your daughter is taking a great extended nap! No, I’m sorry, what’s the real context here? She’s dead, right? So, we are dealing with someone who died. The text goes on:

	 

	“Your daughter is dead. Don’t bother the teacher anymore.”

	 

	Why would he say not to bother Jesus anymore? It’s because she’s dead and they don’t realize Jesus has the power to bring her back from the dead. Here’s more:

	 

	“Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.’ When He arrived at the house of Jairus, He did not let anyone go in with Him except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. ‘Stop wailing,’ Jesus said, ‘She is not dead, but asleep.’ “

	 

	Of course, Jesus was using “sleep” as a euphemism. If you have been at a funeral, have you noticed how active that person in the casket is? With all their moving and fidgeting, you would certainly not think he or she is dead, right? No! That would be a sign that you need to help them out of the casket because they are not dead. But normally at a funeral, when you look at anyone in a casket, they appear to be sleeping, right? So, the Bible is just using a euphemism. And that is what Jesus is talking about, when others in the room reacted this way:

	 

	“They laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead.”

	 

	So, what is the whole context? How many times did the Bible have to tell us, “she’s dead, she’s dead, she’s dead,” right?

	 

	“But He took her by the hand and said, ‘My child, get up!’ Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up.”

	 

	Why did her spirit have to return? It had left because she was dead. Can we agree that when your spirit is gone, you are in trouble? Let’s take a look at another one where Paul says this in 1 Corinthians 15:3-6:

	 

	“For I received what I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Peter, and then to the twelve. After that, He appeared to more than 500 of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”

	 

	Notice the juxtaposition there: still living means they are still alive versus those who have fallen asleep, which means they are dead. It is either alive or dead. Again, “fallen asleep,” is just a euphemism.

	 

	Let’s take a look at another one with the Rapture passage, 1 Thessalonians 4:13, where it talks about the order of who goes up in the Rapture. Those who have already died as Christians get their resurrected bodies first and those of us still alive will be hard on their heels. Again, “asleep” is what Paul uses in this passage as a euphemism for those dead:

	“Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep (those who are dead,) or to grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.”

	Now again, why would we grieve if they are just taking a nap? It is because they are not napping, but instead, are dead.

	 

	“We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him. According to the Lord’s own word we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep (died.)”

	 

	So again, when the Bible uses the word “sleep” in this type of context, it’s just a euphemism for someone dying. Why? Because a dead person looks like they have fallen asleep. That is all it means.

	 

	Adding more proof to what we have just looked at, what else does the Bible say about the moment we die? The answer is something we’ve looked at many times, in other studies, that deal with the reincarnation belief, which is taught by false belief systems like New Age, Hinduism, and Buddhism. There is no reincarnation! Contrary to what those teachings from man may say, we do not come back as a different human, an animal, a potted plant, or whatever other possible living being exists. The Bible does not say we need to be born again and again and again and again. It is a one-time thing so that means there is no reincarnating. There is only the chance to be born again in Christ. Hebrews 9:27 says this:

	 

	“It is appointed man once to die and then face judgment.”

	 

	The judgment mentioned there has nothing to do with Seventh Day Adventists’ “investigative judgment”. Instead, for Christians, that judgment is called the “Bema Judgment” and it is where Christ will be handing out rewards to Christians for what they did in life. So, when we die, we do not begin a long nap. Here is 2 Corinthians 5:6:

	 

	“Therefore, we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body (still alive,) we are away from the Lord.”

	 

	Why are we away from Him? It’s because we’re here on earth and He’s in Heaven at the right hand of the Father. As long as we are in our bodies, we are away from where He is. But when we are dead, we Christians go directly to be with Him. Paul continues:

	 

	“For we live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body…”

	 

	Why would Paul prefer to be away from his body? Was it so he could take a big ol’ nap, and then wake up later to find out if his works have gotten him to Heaven; or whether he’d end up in hell? Is that what Paul let us know about? No, Paul finishes the sentence with this about our time of death:

	 

	“And would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”

	 

	In other words, when we die, what happens? In the blink of an eye, we’re home with the Lord. Again, the Bible says, “to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.” Paul continues:

	 

	“So, we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body (alive) or away from it (dead.) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ so that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”

	 

	That’s the “Bema Judgment Seat of Christ.” Just As Paul said in 1 Thessalonians, here in Corinthians we see the same message. We do not take a nap. Let me give you one more and then we’ll move on. Here is Paul in Philippians 1:21: 

	 

	“For to me, to live is Christ and to die (is to take a big nap? No. Wrong translation.) is to gain.”

	 

	To die is to gain because, at death, we Christians go to Heaven. That will be the time we finally get to be with Jesus and experience everything there. And that is what Paul says here:

	“If I go on living in this body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet, what shall I choose? I don’t know! I’m torn between the two: I desired to depart (die) and be with Christ, which is better by far…”

	 

	How can he be sure it’s better for him to be dead, when Seventh Day Adventists would tell him he didn’t even know if he would make it to Heaven? But according to Paul, he was confident that death would bring him to Christ and the reward Christ has for him. Upon his death, he knew he would get to be a part of Heaven. So clearly the Bible doesn’t teach soul sleep, period. Still, Seventh Day Adventists cherry picks passages that mention dead bodies looking like they are sleeping to make up some literal cosmic nap. That is not even what the Bible is talking about in those verses. And secondly, we just saw the repeated Scriptures that say we don’t sleep when we die. Instead, we go straight to Heaven or straight to hell. And the only thing that keeps us from going to hell is Jesus Christ’s work on the cross. It is not our works, as Seventh Day Adventists would say.

	 

	Now, let me give a couple more Bible passages. Jesus’ own words contradict Soul Sleep when he spoke to the thief on the cross. What did he say to the thief on the cross? Here is Luke 23:43:

	 

	“Jesus answered, ‘Truly I say to you, today you…’ ”

	 

	...will be taking a big long nap and I don’t know what I’m doing on this cross because apparently, according to all religions outside Biblical Christianity, including Seventh Day Adventists, you need to finish the job yourself by your own works.

	 

	As blasphemous as that is, it is really what they teach. Here’s how Jesus actually finished that verse:

	 

	“Truly I say to you, today you will be with Me in paradise.”

	 

	Those are Jesus’ own words. And let me give you one more passage: Matthew 17 is the Transfiguration of Jesus in front of Peter, James, and John. Suddenly Moses and Elijah pop onto the scene. But what’s the obvious problem with the false idea of Soul Sleep? How in the world could Moses and Elijah, who both died centuries before, be appearing there? According to Seventh Day Adventists they should be sleeping, right? It gets even sketchier as we are going to see with their “investigative judgment”. I kid you not; their “investigative judgment” claims Jesus did not start His judgment of humans until 1844, at which time He began with Adam and Eve. And they say He’s still working on it because apparently, even for Jesus, the whole individual judging process takes a lot of time. Creating the world and universe was six days, but I guess sifting through each human’s life file takes time.  

	 

	If that is the case, how was it that Moses and Elijah got rousted out of their nap 1,800 years before 1844? According to Seventh Day Adventists, it was sleepy time for them because judgment had not even begun yet. Just sticking with the Bible, it is easy to show how their whole scenario falls apart. Unfortunately, Seventh Day Adventists do not do that. In fact, let me give you an example of how they preach soul sleep from their version of the Bible. How could they sell that idea to their followers when the real Bible “clearly” says differently? Well, again, their Clear Word Bible is not a translation, just as Jehovah’s Witnesses’ New World Translation isn’t either. Both are hack jobs done to support their false doctrines. Let me give you an example of how they twist a passage like Luke 23 where the thief and Jesus are on their crosses: 

	 

	Bible: “And He said unto the thief, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you shall be with Me in paradise.’ “

	 

	CW: “Jesus turned His head toward him and said, ‘I promise you today, when I return with the glory of my father, I will take you home with me to paradise.’ “

	 

	They put a lie in Jesus’ mouth! Jesus said nothing about the thief joining Him someday when Jesus returns! In fact, Jesus said the thief would be with Jesus today! The only thing clear about The Clear Word Bible is that it is a hack job perversion. Again, they have that in common with the group they birthed: Jehovah’s Witnesses. What they both do is a complete twisting of Scripture. And why did they feel they had to create their own perversions of the Bible? It is because they began with a lie to avoid admitting they had been wrong again, after their third date-setting failure back in 1844. That lie created more problems for them, so they created more lies and added more false doctrine, and on and on it goes, up to the piles of lies today that they’ve built their false religion on. Let me give you another one from Revelation 20:4:

	 

	Bible: “And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded.”

	 

	CW: “I saw those who had been beheaded.”

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists do not want to say, “souls,” because that would confirm these people are not taking their supposed nap, and instead are cognizant. 

	 

	So those are examples of their version of Scripture. Again, their Bible is not our Christian Bible. Not only do they not follow the Christian Bible, but their so-called version of our Bible is a hack job, used to insert the words of some lady, who they claim got her information from God. And she professed the same. But instead, she was an inconsistent lying plagiarizer. Trying to cram her lies into God’s Scriptures is why everything Seventh Day Adventists teaches is completely messed up.

	 

	Let’s continue with Seventh Day Adventists’ ideas about hell, and that starts with their false doctrine of “Annihilationism,” which is the belief that people will not be suffering for all eternity but instead will cease to exist in one quick “poof.” Is that what the Bible says? No. But, Seventh Day Adventists argues that the doctrine of annihilation really helps Christianity. According to them, their blasphemy is good for God, because it softens the blow from teaching the reality of hell. They say it is just too harsh for God to have an eternal hell that people end up in, who might only live seventy-some years. We cannot tell those folks they will be tormented in hell forever.

	 

	But, as we know from the Bible, only an eternal punishment can suffice for the sins committed against an eternal God. And, by the way, God makes up the rules, so who are you to tell God what to do with His creation and how to judge it? God made a way out and He did all the work. All we have to do is receive it. Instead, so many of us still reject salvation. That means we send ourselves to hell. We do not have to go there and its why Christ talked about hell so much. He was letting us know that people do not have to go there. Hell is real and it is eternal torment, but He also made a way out.

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists say in their teachings that the bad are obliterated. It really helps because the real Bible’s hell is too horrible. Well I’m sorry, but that’s what the unperverted, Christian Bible teaches. We’ll take a look at those passages, but first let’s look at annihilationist. Annihilationism claims that those cast into a lake of fire, especially for an eternity, would definitely be burned out of existence. However, Scripture makes it obvious that, not only do we Christians get a new body that is prepared for all eternity enjoying Heaven, but non-Christians also get new bodies that are prepared for eternal judgment in hell. And apparently, that body will not be consumed in the fire but will, unfortunately, experience the pain of being in a fire. That is what the Scripture teaches.

	 

	Here’s another one that we’ve already looked at, so I won’t belabor the point, but since it’s relevant to this discussion, Revelation 20 speaks about how satan, the Beast (the Antichrist), and the False Prophet are cast into the Lake of Fire. And it clearly says they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. They do not go, “poof.” The passage is at the end of the 1,000-year Millennial Kingdom of Christ, Who will be ruling on earth with His follower’s help. It also reveals how satan will be chucked into that fiery lake at the end of those 1,000 years where he will join the Antichrist Beast and False Prophet, who are already in there. And when was it that they went in to start their torment? They were tossed in prior to Christ’s Millennial Reign. So, the Bible gives us proof that, after a thousand years, those two are still in their suffering. That means there has been no “poof,” for them.  

	 

	And on top of that timing proof, the Bible also explicitly tells us that hell is forever and ever. Scripture says hell goes on for an infinite time. How can Seventh Day Adventists and Jehovah’s Witnesses get around that? Scripture always cuts through the lies. Jesus even talks about our two possible destinies in Matthew 25:

	 

	“Then they (the unsaved) will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

	 

	No one even sneezes at the Bible for letting us know Heaven is forever! Everyone accepts that. But it is not two chapters later where it talks about hell as eternal also. That is in the very same verse. Seventh Day Adventists cannot claim it is not what the Bible means in the context, because the exact same verse contains both and only a couple of words separate the two phrases. How long is eternal life? Praise God, it is forever! Once we get to Heaven, we won’t get kicked out. Are you as glad of that as I am?! We get there to stay, and we ain’t coming back. Heaven lasts forever and nobody questions that! Well, the exact same verse says that those unsaved go to an eternal hell, for their “eternal punishment.”

	 

	So, again, Seventh Day Adventists are just denying what the Scriptures say. And by the way, hell is perhaps one of the primary reasons why God sent Jesus Christ to die on the cross. God is not willing that any should perish, so He sent His Son Jesus to rescue us from that place. In fact, Matthew 25 tells us hell was originally created for the devil and the demons. But, since mankind has rebelled like them, and even with a way out given, which the demons and the devil do not have, their fate is sealed. Mankind has been given a remedy, and all we have to do is accept the gift of what Christ did on the cross. He has done it all. And if you still do not want it, then guess what; to hell you will go. You continued to rebel, just like the demons and the devil, so you are choosing the road you go down. 

	 

	But when we place our faith in Jesus, He is faithful to save, forgive, and cleanse us of sin so we can partake in the promise of an eternal home in Heaven. That is why Jesus went on the cross. It was not for our life enhancement. It was not to help our poor economic existence. It wasn’t to help us attain a mansion and a Mercedes, as a lot of false teachers claim. Jesus Christ came to destroy the works of the devil and save us from hell.

	 

	All I have just said is an old-fashioned preaching of the gospel. It is exactly what the Bible tells us, so it should be what we get excited about, with our future eternity in Heaven, even though we don’t deserve it. At the same time, we should have concern for those not headed to Heaven. Think about this: Annihilationism takes away the sting for the unsaved, that causes an urgency to get saved now. If these false teachers are out there falsely telling unsaved folks that they don’t have to worry, because they’ll just go “poof,” it’s the same as what evolutionists and atheists who say, “I don’t need to listen to you. You’re just trying to scare me with all that Hell talk, because we all know we came from the dirt, and when we die, we just cease to exist. We go back to the dirt.” It is the same bravado that annihilationism teaches. It is no different than what the atheists claim. Annihilation would be us ceasing to exist, just as atheists teach with their humanist religion. Again, the idea takes away the sting of reality that needs to remain with everyone, motivating us to get saved and do it now!

	 

	All this false doctrine makes us wonder, where in the world Ellen G. White, came up with it all. We left off earlier with her two-hour vision, that was one of many visions, she had after being hit in the head with the rock as a child and going into a coma for days. The historical record shows that all this weird stuff followed. That two-hour vision supposedly came in 1858 while she was at a funeral. Her so-called-greatest work came out of it. The Great Controversy is where the bulk of Seventh Day Adventists’ false teachings come from. They should have just stuck with the Bible and admitted they were wrong to set dates. They should have repented like William Miller (their founder), did. Instead, they had to keep it going.

	 

	Let me just give you a smattering of what supposedly came out White’s two-hour vision. One aspect you will see is the false teaching of “investigative judgment”, that we’re going look at in more detail later. But here are quick synopsis points of what she says in her book that came from that long vision, she claims God gave her, while at a funeral:

	 

	“Before time began, God the Father exalted Jesus to be equal to Himself.”

	 

	Nope! Jesus is God and God the Son has always been God. That is the eternality of the Trinity. She got that wrong, and as soon as that came into her brain, she should have realized it was not from God. It was a demon and she should have run from it. And even before that, she should have realized she was outside the Scripture by putting her hope in a vision.

	 

	“When Adam and Eve sinned, the Father took Jesus into his inner council and allowed him to become the sacrifice for sin.”

	 

	Nope! What does the Bible say? It tells us the plan with Christ was set before the foundations of the world. Man’s first sin was not an unexpected shock for God who was supposedly, suddenly surprised by the garden couple’s first sin. He didn’t scramble for a new plan. That’s not what the Bible teaches, but it is what White claims from her supposed vision that she says came from God.

	 

	“God’s exaltation of Jesus over Lucifer made Lucifer jealous.”

	 

	So that is the excuse for Lucifer’s rebellion, right? Any chance that claim could have come from a demon? Yes, of course. This is starting to sound like Mormonism, which makes sense because they sprang from the same root. That line from White makes satan out to be a good guy, who was just disappointed to have someone else promoted over him.

	 

	“Satan accused God of unfairness, of giving a law too difficult to keep, yet demanding obedience.”

	 

	Are you serious!? What does that sound like? White is giving the impression that God’s actions were wrong and poor Satan was the victim. Could that have been Satan or a demon’s idea that was planted in her brain by one of them? Here’s more and you’re beginning to see how this vision from White produced so much of Seventh Day Adventists’ baloney:

	 

	“Jesus came with sinful flesh like Mary’s to show us we can keep the laws He did.”

	Can we keep the law? No, not at all. And we’ll get more into that later, but if Jesus had the sinful nature, He would have sinned, which means that He would still be in the grave and we’d all still be doomed. Instead, He’s the sinless sacrifice. But that is what she said, and it continues:

	 

	“Ultimately God’s people will become free of sin and prove God’s law is fair and attainable. When God’s people perfectly reproduce the character of Christ…”

	 

	Wait a second, if we can replicate the sinless character of Christ, why would we need Christ? This is crazy.

	 

	“When God’s people perfectly reproduce the character of Christ, they will vindicate God’s character, prove satan to be a liar, and thus help Jesus win the conflict with satan.”

	 

	So, she is saying it all got put on our shoulders to fix, and that’s a big job for us to supposedly help defeat satan. If that were true, I would say we are in big trouble, right?

	 

	“Jesus will place all confessed sins on satan who will carry them into the lake of fire where he, satan, ‘will bear the final penalty’ for them.”

	 

	So according to Seventh Day Adventists, satan becomes our sin-bearer.

	 

	“Finally, God’s people have the power to ‘hasten their Lord’s return’ by…”

	 

	Here it comes! It’s what cults always do to their followers, always claiming something like this: “Hey, if you want to bring back the second coming of Jesus Christ, and paradise to this earth, you better get to doing what this cult says to do! That’s right. We are the answer because we’re the only true remnant church that God has left.” And it is no different than what Seventh Day Adventists claims:

	 

	“Finally, God’s people have the power to ‘hasten their Lord’s return’ by throwing themselves into carrying the Adventist message to the world and keeping the law perfectly.”

	 

	There it is. They are saying, “Get to work growing the Seventh Day Adventists cult.” And if God holds off Jesus’ return until the time that us folks learn to keep the law perfectly, He won’t be coming back, right? We cannot keep the law. So, this whole idea is just crazy! 

	 

	Now, we also know that we’re either saved or lost depending on a profession of faith in the Christ, or whether we reject Him instead. But here is where Seventh Day Adventists lets us know differently because they have White’s, much-wiser word, that she claims came from God, even though it contradicts His Word in the Bible:

	 

	“The mark demarcating the saved from the lost is the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath, while worshiping on Sunday is the mark of the beast.”

	 

	So, according to them, if we worship on Saturday, we are saved. But if we decide to worship on Sunday, we are supposedly participating in Revelation’s mark of the beast. And knowing that, Adventists come to our doors and profess to be Christians just like us. They are not! Instead they teach a false gospel, do not follow the Bible, and in fact, hacked up and perverted, the Bible to fit their false teachings. Then, not having the Scriptures as their authority, they put their trust in some lady who had visions. And they admit in their own writings that they believe Christians are not saved just because we worship God on Sunday. Yet they want us to believe them when they try to say we are brothers in Christ. I don’t think so; not at all.

	 

	Now, let’s take a look at their “investigative judgment,” which Ellen G. White claims, and Seventh Day Adventists admits, is at the core of Seventh Day Adventism. This false teaching is what they say their followers have to believe, or they will not be allowed to go to Heaven. “Investigative judgment” is their version of how we supposedly get to Heaven. Take a look at the transcript of this video and you tell me if this doctrine is not a 100% works-base salvation, just like the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses practice:

	 

	Narration: “The ‘investigative judgment’ doctrine, that Seventh Day Adventists still cling to, came from a reinterpretation of William Miller’s failed prophecy, that Christ would come to the earth on October 22, 1844. At first, advocates believed the door of mercy was shut on that date. Ellen G. White, with her prophetic authority, supported both this date and the shut door belief. Her first vision contained a fearful judgment on Adventists, who had given up the 1844 message, called, ‘The Midnight Cry.’ She said they had fallen off the path to Heaven.

	 

	Ellen G. White just could not accept the fact that Christ did not return in 1843 or 1844. She could not admit her mistake. Interestingly enough, William Miller did. Instead, she claims she had a vision from God; the first of many.

	 

	Ellen Harmon claimed that God was the one who had made the mistake and had covered it up himself. Ellen’s controversial vision forced the readjustment of many Adventist dates and doctrines. Even though the 1843 date had now been adjusted to 1844, it was still in error. Nevertheless, the 1844 date became the foundation for many central Adventist doctrines and beliefs, which continue to be held to this day.

	 

	An explanation for the 1844 disappointment had to be found. Two Millerites, Hiram Edson and Mr. Crosier, introduced a new sanctuary theology, which taught that instead of Christ coming invisibly to earth in 1844, He entered for the first time, the Most Holy Place in Heaven. This new teaching gave them a way out of their dilemma without actually admitting their error.

	 

	Ellen G. White immediately put God’s endorsement on this new explanation for the date, October 22nd, 1844. All doctrines were soon adjusted to fit 1844, as a cleansing of the sanctuary, and the beginning of the ‘investigative judgment’. The shut door had to be opened to allow salvation for their own children, who had been born after 1844, and to evangelize others into Adventism. Salvation for everyone, even those who lived in Bible times, had to be conditional on this judgment and so ‘soul sleep’ was introduced. The prophecies of Daniel and Revelation had to be reinterpreted to fit the ‘investigative judgment’. It was a time of turmoil and doctrinal reversal, but the ‘investigative judgment’ doctrine survived with Ellen G. White’s stamp of approval.”

	 

	Ellen G. White: “At the time appointed for the judgment, the close of the 2,300 days in 1844, began the work of investigation and blotting out of sins. All who have ever taken upon themselves the name of Christ must pass its searching scrutiny... (The Great Controversy, page 486)”

	 

	Narrator: “The terms of this new ‘investigative judgment’ doctrine, or sanctuary doctrine as it came to be known, were harsh. It taught that a recording angel now kept track of every move, even to the extent of recording wasted moments where one might want some leisure time.”

	
 

	White: “Every man’s work passes in review before God and is registered for faithfulness or unfaithfulness. Opposite each name in the books of Heaven is entered with terrible exactness of every wrong word, every selfish act, every unfulfilled duty, and every secret sin, with every artful dissembling. Heaven-sent warnings or reproofs, neglected, wasted moments, unimproved opportunities, the influence exerted for good or evil, with its far-reaching results; all are chronicled by the recording Angel (The Great Controversy, page 482).”

	 

	Narrator: “Truly this doctrine of ‘investigative judgment’, unique to Seventh Day Adventists, has colored every other doctrine in the movement. There has been much controversy and debate since it cannot be supported from the Scriptures.

	 

	In his book, ‘Movement of Destiny’, noted Adventist historian and theologian, Le Roy Froom, states that, ‘Any weakening or denial or submerging of the Sanctuary Truth is not only a serious, but a crucial matter. Any deviation or dereliction therefrom strikes at the heart of Adventism and challenges its very integrity.’

	 

	This central Adventist doctrine, which states that the judgment of believers works will determine their salvation, is blatantly unbiblical and is not taught by any legitimate Christian denomination.

	 

	This doctrine teaches: At some point in time between 1844 and the Second Coming of Christ, every believer’s name will come up in judgment. At that point in time, if one has any unconfessed sins, even forgotten sins, or if one does not demonstrate perfect obedience to the Ten Commandments, especially the fourth, he will be lost. This teaching is diametrically opposed to the New Testament gospel of Grace.”

	 

	Now do you understand why they lied to Dr. Walter Martin. Their doctrine is not even close to Christianity. Notice that their own historian and theologian, in his book, admitted that “investigative judgment” is the core of Seventh Day Adventists doctrine, so followers have to believe it. And that is to believe that the Way to Heaven is based on our own works, because everything we do is supposedly being recorded for that purpose. Those are their words, not mine.

	 

	That gets us to our fifth and last sign for how to know if you are involved with a cult and that is the organization’s teachings on the means of salvation. Seventh Day Adventists’ lie about “investigative judgment” as an example of the wrong means of salvation. Here is more on that, starting with their claim to be the “Remnant Church”:

	“The Seventh Day Adventists Church teaches that Christianity in its original form was corrupted in the centuries after the New Testament era by the apostate Roman Catholic popes.”

	 

	We’ll get to this in the next chapter, but they want to say, that’s why people unfortunately worship on Sunday. It was a conspiracy perpetrated by Constantine or the Roman Catholic Church. But they are wrong because Sunday worship actually comes from the Bible. Seventh Day Adventists can skip their whole attempt at a historical explanation because their contention is not where we get Sunday worship. But Seventh Day Adventists claims to be the remnant Church because of their false idea of that supposed corruption. Here is more of what they say:

	 

	“The sign of this apostasy was the shifting of the Sabbath day from the seventh (Saturday) to the first day of the week (Sunday). Throughout history, a small faithful group of Christians has maintained true worship. The Seventh Day Adventists believes that it is the ‘remnant’ church.”

	 

	So, their premise is that nobody was a real Christian, until 1844 came along, and Seventh Day Adventists arrived on the scene shortly thereafter. They say no one knew the truth and everyone was duped until the Adventists showed up. Here is more:

	 

	“However, the Bible teaches that the church is a total group of individuals who place their faith in Jesus, as our Lord and Savior. When born again, these individuals are immediately placed by the Holy Spirit into one united spiritual Body (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Galatians 3:26-28).”

	 

	Do you know there are no denominations in Heaven? When anyone, anywhere becomes a born-again Christian, they are a Christian from then on, and just as much so as any other born-again Christian throughout all of Church history. And that is what he says here, when talking about the Biblical definition of the Remnant Church:

	 

	“No single organization can claim exclusive title as the true or remnant church. The church includes all the redeemed of all ages (Matthew 16:15-19, Romans 12:4-5, 1 Colossians 12-14, Ephesians 1:22-23, 3:21, 4:4-13).”

	 

	And it certainly did not wait until 1844 to happen! That idea is wild and is completely outside the Scriptures. Now let’s get more into their “investigative judgment”.

	 

	“According to the Seventh Day Adventists theology, beginning on October 22nd, 1844, Christ entered upon the ‘judgment phase’ of His ministry, whereby He blots out sin.”

	 

	Wait a second. So, Seventh Day Adventists claims there was nothing going on for the removal of our sins until October 22nd, 1844. But that is not what the Bible says. Psalm 103 says this:

	 

	“As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

	 

	This is what satan wants to do: he always wants us to think God hasn’t forgiven us or He can’t forgive us. Satan always wants us in bondage. He wants us to think that somehow God cannot or won’t forgive us for this or that one sin, or a multitude of them. So, it is up to us to remember every single sin. But just common sense shows, any number of hypothetical situations will show how wrong the idea is; like, “Well, what if I was driving down the road and I just yelled at someone so I sinned and then right away, with that sin still on me and unforgiven, I crash and die? Oh, no! I’d be doomed!” 

	 

	That is not true! For the Christian, it is all, already taken care of and gone. In fact, God obliterated any memory of your sin. As we know, our sins were taken care of on the cross. Jesus dying on the cross was not just a kick-starter for the forgiveness process and then it hit some second state in 1844. Show me that verse in the Bible. It is not there. But if we flipped through their Clear Word Bible, it might give us that illusion. And keep in mind that they say “investigative judgment” is just the beginning of the sin removal process. However, the Bible says, God forgives Christians of their sins at the moment they are saved and it is because Christ did that work, which happened on the cross, and not in 1844. First John 1:9 says this: 

	 

	“If we confess our sins, He is faithful…”

	 

	...to put us into soul sleep after we die. And when we are finally awakened, then and only then, will we find out if we made it to Heaven, or if we face annihilation instead. That might be a restless sleep, right? But it is not at all what happens.

	 

	“If we confess our sins, He is faithful to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous.”

	 

	If our sins are forgiven and cleansed away, what do we have to worry about? It’s already done. But this is what Seventh Day Adventists teaches with their claim to be the only remnant church in existence, even though the Bible tells us the Christian Church is not a remnant and instead, is universal. Here is what the Seventh Day Adventists claims:

	 

	“When Christ, by virtue of His own blood, removes the sin of His people from the Heavenly sanctuary, at the close of His ministration, He will place them on satan, who, in the execution of the judgment, must bear the final penalty.”

	 

	So they’re saying our sins are stacking up in Heaven and our works will determine whether or not our pile of sins will be taken from us, or not, and then if so, placed on satan, who will become our sin bearer. That is so messed up on a multitude of levels, that it’s hard to figure out where to even go with it. But again, that is the kind of doctrine we’ve been seeing from Seventh Day Adventists. Here is more on what they believe concerning their made-up “investigative judgment”:

	 

	“Christ moved from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place in the Heavenly sanctuary on October 22nd, 1844 and began a new phase of ministry. This foreshadowed the Levitical Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16:16-33).”

	 

	Again, why did they come up with that baloney? It was because they set a date for Christ’s return and got it wrong three times. Their founder, William Miller, admitted he failed and spent the last five years of his life trying to gather his followers back to the reality that it was all wrong to do. But they just felt like they wanted to keep it going, and that’s why we have so many cults, which have spun off the Millerites movement. One of those is Seventh Day Adventists. They did not want to admit they were wrong, so they concocted a lie to cover their first false teaching with another and then another. 

	 

	Because Jesus obviously did not come back to earth in 1844, they claimed Jesus did do something invisible to us, on their predicted date. They say Christ relocated (maybe with the help of some angel movers who had trucks), into His new Heaven “sanctuary.” He did so as a kind of new-office setup, to begin His supposed “investigative judgment” project, to analyze all our works. And yet Seventh Day Adventists somehow claims to be Christian. I am sorry, but that’s not Christianity. Here is more on their “investigative judgment”: 

	 

	“The first phase of the, ‘Day of Atonement,’ is called the ‘cleansing of the Sanctuary.’ It involves a pre-Advent investigation and judging of God’s people (Christians) to determine whose sins will be removed from the sanctuary.”

	 

	No! What really determines whether our sins are forgiven? It is only Christ’s work on the cross and whether we place our faith in that. Here is more from Seventh Day Adventists doctrine:

	 

	“Christ started this judgment in 1844 with Adam and Eve and began progressing through the ages, judging all of the dead believers. At some point, near the end of time, Christ will begin judging the living believers. During this investigative judgment God either blots out the sins of the believer, or He removes the name of the believer from the Book of Life.”

	So, it apparently, takes God a lot of time. He created the entire universe in six days, but history has had a long, line of people, right? No, the whole thing is crazy, crazy, crazy. Then they say God either blots out the sins of Christians or removes their name. Does the Bible say God will remove Christian’s names from the Book of Life? No! In fact, he says exactly the opposite. First, Isaiah 43:25 says God forgives and forgets our sins. 

	 

	“I, yes I, am He who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake (not based on your behavior,) and remembers your sins no more.”

	 

	The Scripture is clear, including Revelation 3:5, which is a specific promise from Jesus for Christians:

	 

	“He who overcomes, I will never blot out his name from the Book of Life.”

	 

	What does “never” mean? It will never happen! And it is Jesus making that promise. Does Jesus break His promises? No! But what does Seventh Day Adventists teach? They scare their followers, and would have everyone else too, believe that we can lose our salvation at any time. And then face annihilation. So that is why we better worship on Saturdays, become vegetarians, keep all the rest of dietary laws, and also follow their other rules. The key word there is “rules.” Cults are always having their legalistic list of rules for their followers to perform, under threat of doom. 

	 

	Now Seventh Day Adventists might say, Well, maybe you are not an overcomer. Maybe that verse is talking about you trying to overcome. But the answers are always right there in the Bible. John, who wrote Revelation and also 1 John (in case you were wondering), defines an overcomer in 1 John 5:4:

	 

	“Everyone who is born of God overcomes the world.”

	 

	John uses the same word, “overcomes,” that he used in Revelation. He knows and defines, what he means by that word, and John says everyone who is a born-again Christian is automatically an overcomer. The promise from Revelation is for the Christian (the overcomer), and that promise is that, as a Christian, your fate is sealed. God will never blot out your name from a Book of Life.

	 

	So, Seventh Day Adventists is calling Jesus a liar in order to hang salvation over people’s heads. And that’s why cult followers are normally scared to death. Cults want full control over their people. To gain that, the cult comes up with their own man-made legalistic requirements for their followers to reach Heaven. And even with those works requirement, which are set upon the shoulders of their followers, with a life full of hard work, stress, and giving money to the cult, that anxious person will still not know whether they have done enough to reach Heaven. They never have the assurance of salvation, so they just keep riding that bike around the neighborhoods, knocking on those doors, handing out pamphlets, attending services, abstaining from all those things leadership decides they should, and doing all of the other works that the cult tells them to.

	 

	And as we have seen in our studies of the cults, the unfortunate side effect is a horrid life for those followers. Rates of drug and alcohol abuse are high, immorality is way up, and suicide rates are through the roof. We saw that even a secular study said Jehovah’s Witnesses have one of the highest rates of schizophrenia. Why? It’s because they have all those legalist requirements created by the cult, to scare them by dangling salvation in front of their face to force compliance with the cult. 

	 

	Contrast that with what we Christians have, and what we do with our time, because of our study and reliance on the Bible. We have peace knowing we are saved, and nothing can change that so we’re excited and compelled to share joy with others. Christ’s love compels us. We are glad that He did it all, and we want to serve him. Who wouldn’t after what Jesus did for us?

	 

	Now let’s continue looking at what Seventh Day Adventists claims with their “investigative judgment” doctrine. And keep 1 John 1:9 in mind, which explains that, when we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive all our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Here is what Seventh Day Adventists says:

	 

	“Whenever one of God’s followers commits a sin and asks forgiveness from God, that sin is transferred into the Most Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary. It remains there, in the Sanctuary, until the ‘investigative judgment’ is completed. At the end of time, all of the sins of the righteous are transferred from the sanctuary onto the scapegoat, who is satan.”

	 

	Can you believe that?! And yet they profess to be Christians. A few years back, this is why an Adventist got so mad in my office. The guy was very nice, saying something like, “Hey, you guys are great, and we’d just like to rent your facilities for services because we’re growing and just need a small space to meet.” I asked, “Who are you?” He said, “Oh, we’re Seventh Day Adventists, so we’re Christians just like you.” Of course, I had to say, “No, you’re not.” And as soon as I said “no,” his smile went away, and the fangs came out. 

	 

	There is no way we here at Sunrise are going to let a cult come in. But he was shocked and said, “Other churches don’t have a problem with it.” And that is sad! But what does it tell you? At the beginning of this study on Seventh Day Adventists, I called these guys the sleeper cult. It’s almost like they get a free pass. People call out the cult status of Mormonism and Jehovah’s Witnesses, like everyone knows, but for Seventh Day Adventists people say, “Oh yeah, they’re Christians.”, But they are not! Let’s continue with their “investigative judgment” doctrine where we just heard their contention that all sins are placed on satan: 

	 

	“Satan then suffers the final punishment for his sins and all the sins of the righteous.”

	 

	So according to Seventh Day Adventists, who is our savior? They are saying satan bears our sins. Is that twisted or what?! It’s crazy. Here’s analysis of that:

	 

	“This lack of clear distinction between the forgiveness of sins and the blotting out of sins, makes it impossible for anyone to know, even in the hour of your death, whether he is saved or not.”

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists teaches that we’ll just die, go into this cosmic nap, and then wake up to find out if we’re headed for an eternity in Heaven or instead face annihilation. What a horrible existence that must be; not knowing and carrying the weight of achieving your own salvation around, day and night.

	 

	“Moreover, the concept that the sins of all men are laid on satan, assigns to satan an indispensable role in the blotting out of sin, thus nullifying the all-sufficiency of the finished work of Christ.”

	 

	But according to Ellen G. White, as we read from that video transcript, we must believe their “investigative judgment”, which claims, making it to Heaven is all based on our works. So, they say we cannot be saved without working toward our own salvation. This is at the core of “investigative judgment”. Here’s a quote from White in her Great Controversy, pages 488 and 489, which again, was written from the two-hour vision she supposedly had at a funeral:

	 

	“Those who would share the benefits of the Savior’s mediation should permit nothing to interfere with their duty to perfect holiness and the fear of God... The subject of the sanctuary and the ‘investigative judgment’ should be clearly understood by the people of God. All need a knowledge for themselves, of the position (supposedly in the Holy of Holies) and work (supposedly investigative judgment) of their great High Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to occupy the position which God designs for them to fill.”

	 

	She says we’ve got to understand that we’re in a heap of trouble, so we must live a perfect life, follow all the rules Seventh Day Adventists lays out before us, and understand the dilemma we’re in, because that fear will always be there to supposedly motivate us, even though it gives us no hope that we can even know if we’re truly headed for Heaven. And that outcome will only be known after we die, and then someday are woken from our cosmic nap. That is what she is saying.

	 

	Now again, for Christians, what motivates us to do what we do to help build God’s kingdom? Is it out of fear? No, we are not afraid because it is all done in Christ, praise God! We do it because we love God. Who would not want to serve Him? He completed the work for us at a great cost. Who would not want to do what He says to do? But White pushes fear because she says it will motivate us to try being perfect. That is a fool’s errand though, because we cannot be perfect. And the pursuit of perfection creates a terrible dilemma. She continues with this:

	 

	“Every individual has a soul to save or to lose.”

	 

	Who saves our soul? According to her, our individual salvation is on our own shoulders. She goes on:

	 

	“Each has a case pending at the bar of God... All who received the light on these subjects are to bear testimony of the great truths which God has committed to them. The sanctuary in Heaven is the very center of Christ’s work on behalf of men... It is one of utmost importance, that all should thoroughly investigate these subjects. The intercession of Christ on man’s behalf in the sanctuary above, is as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death upon the cross.”

	 

	No! On the cross, He said, “It is finished.” He did not claim to have achieved the halfway point for us and then the rest of the work is up to us. He did not say we would never know if it’s enough, because our sins are being stacked up in Heaven, for some time down the road, when Jesus is able to get to our case. Christ did not tell us to take a nap, because the line to see Him is really long. This stuff is bizarre, but it is all what Seventh Day Adventists claim. Here is more with her denying the completed work of Christ:

	 

	“By His death He began the work which after His resurrection He ascended to complete in heaven.”

	 

	That’s a direct quote from her. When on the cross, Christ announced that His work for our salvation was completed. But White calls Jesus a liar, by claiming He is still working on it to this day. 

	 

	In the next chapter we’re going to see their second works requirement supposedly needed for salvation, which instills more fear in the followers. Adventists are told to keep the leadership’s whole list, just like other cults require. And with Seventh Day Adventists’ doctrine, their defining mark of a Christian, is whether we worship on Saturday or a Sunday. We will talk about that and look at their dietary laws, which they say followers have to keep perfectly.  

	 

	That again is impossible, and the Bible even warns about those who place themselves under the law. Scripture says they are not blessed, but in fact, are cursed. Why is that? Well, it is not because the law is a curse since the law is holy and righteous. But it becomes a curse on us when we think it is how we get into Heaven. It becomes a curse if we rely on it for salvation, because it will not get us there. When we try to live by means of the law, believing in our self-righteousness, supposedly gained from our own deeds, we become cursed because the penalty that comes with that is being on course for an eternity in hell. We did not trust in the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ’s work on the cross. 

	 

	We’ll get to that in the next chapter, as we finish up the salvation aspect, and then we’ll talk about how to witness to those trapped in Seventh Day Adventists.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Eight
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	The Letter Kills

	but the Spirit Gives Life

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a quick recap, to help us remember the material, William Miller was an 19th century date setter who repented. But then his followers wanted to keep it going, so that, unfortunately, spawned a whole bunch of different cults, one of which is Seventh Day Adventists. The three big linchpins were Mr. Bates, Mr. White, and Mrs. White. Upon Marriage to Mr. White, Ellen G. Harman underwent a name change to Ellen G. White, Mrs. White. Which often accompanies matrimony, as you’ll know if you’ve studied that topic.

	 

	We exposed the fact that Seventh Day Adventists is a cult, even though some think that might be too strong a word, especially for Seventh Day Adventists. So, we took a look at the definition of a cult, which comes down to five things, beginning with the foundational aspect, source of authority. Seventh Day Adventists’ authority is bad, so all their false teachings spill downhill from there and mess up the rest. This includes their faulty version of God, including the Trinity, as well as who Jesus Christ is, what is the nature of man and how to we attain salvation.

	 

	In the last chapter, we started looking at Ellen G. White’s book, The Great Controversy, which is really what Adventists rely on to get to Heaven. Seventh Day Adventists’ belief is not salvation by Grace, but instead, like all cults, it is a works-based salvation. The book was based on one of White’s many supposed visions. This particular one lasted two hours and happened while she was attending a funeral, which is creepy enough as it is. She claims God supposedly gave her a long message during that vision. But it couldn’t possibly have come from God, because her supposed vision contradicted God’s Word, saying we must keep the Old Testament law, living the perfect life in order to get ourselves to Heaven. Of course, being perfect is impossible for us with our sin nature. From her book, Seventh Day Adventists also contradicts Jesus, saying Christians’ sins have not been done away with by Jesus’ work on the cross, but that they are stacking up at a temple in Heaven.

	 

	As I gave the information from this study, in contrast to Seventh Day Adventists’ claims, according to the Bible, Heaven obviously is a place without sin. So, it is ironic that Seventh Day Adventists would say there really is a Heaven, but yet somehow, all our sins are creating millions of piles of sins being stacked up all over, when the Bible says is a sinless Heaven. That was a brilliant and profound point he made.

	 

	In the last chapter, we left off with White’s book, The Great Controversy, and how a lot of the reasons Seventh Day Adventists is a cult, is because they trust in the teachings of that book, and in their own works, to get them to Heaven. They do not rely on the work of Jesus Christ alone, which is what Christians do. 

	 

	I want to build on our discussion of The Great Controversy, with all its legalistic requirements, for followers to perform, supposedly showing their worthiness for Heaven. But even if they perform those works, the Adventists still don’t know if they’ve achieved what’s needed, so when dead, they will have to go into a cosmic soul sleep and finally be judged by their works when awakened someday. It is completely wrong.

	 

	Let’s take a look at the Seventh Day Adventists doctrines, about keeping the Sabbath, as outlined in Old Testament Law, which means earning our way to Heaven. Saturday (Sabbath) worship is at the core of their beliefs. But it is hard to understand how anyone could believe that false claim. With it, Seventh Day Adventists are again clearly saying that we get to Heaven by our own works. A lot of the works, they require for their followers to have any hope of salvation (and to not be annihilated instead), are taken out of the correct context given in the Old Testament. The fact that anyone can understand that, and still claim their doctrine is Christian, just blows me away. But the truth is, most do not know this stuff. That is why we are getting equipped, as the Bible councils us to do. Let’s explore their requirement that we worship only on Saturday or we’re all doomed:

	 

	“According to the Seventh Day Adventists, anyone who is a supposed believer is to be under strict adherence to Old Testament law, including the Ten Commandments.”

	 

	Is that what the Bible teaches? Absolutely not! As Christians, we are under Grace and no longer under the Old Testament Law. We’re going to see that in great detail. As opposed to the blessing that is Grace, Seventh Day Adventists is putting people under a curse. They are actually preaching a curse on their followers. I didn’t say that; God did, and we’ll get to that in a minute.

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists professes that God’s Law is perfect and Holy. On that point, they are correct. Is there anything wrong with God’s Law? No! All His commands are right. But what’s Seventh Day Adventists’ problem? We, fallen humans, cannot keep the Law perfectly, which means that if we are relying on keeping the Law to get us to Heaven on our own, it becomes a curse we have taken upon ourselves. And that’s not the law’s fault. Our penalty curse comes by us relying on ourselves for salvation. And, if that is us, we are going to hell. We can all agree that is a curse. Why would Seventh Day Adventists and other cults preach something that can never work and even puts curses us, potentially for all eternity? That is for them to answer but it is clearly what they’re teaching. Again, they say we must keep Old Testament Law, including the Sabbath and the dietary laws, among other things, in order to make it to Heaven. That is a curse! 

	 

	This topic is primarily what the whole book of Galatians is about. Let’s take a look at Galatians 3, where Paul was blown away by these Christians.  They apparently had a false teacher over them, who was claiming that they had to go back to the Old Testament Law, which is just like an Adventist advocates, when knocking at our door. They tell us they are Christians just like us and then follow it up with their big but: “But you also need to keep the Old Testament Laws.” It is the same falsehood Paul saw, taught two thousand years ago. Seventh Day Adventists and other cults have just repackaged the false teaching from Ellen G. White and other false visions. 

	 

	So, to get the full context of what Paul was saying, let’s take a look at Galatians 3. In this passage, Paul talks about the incredibly wonderful Galatians.  They have a truth no other group has ever known, because they follow a woman who was hit in the head, as a little child. Subsequently, God gave her direct messages that no other human, in history, has gotten and these decrees from God are to update the misinformation in the Bible. 

	 

	Oops, sorry, that is a wrong translation. Paul actually starts off calling the Galatians fools for following a false teacher. In the original text, the very negative word used for “foolish” referenced their minds and how they think, which is basically Paul saying they are “not thinking,” or they “have no brains.” It is not a nice term, as it is calling them brainless. Paul is saying the situation should be a no-brainer for them, and he cannot believe he’s having to have the discussion with them. Here’s Paul talking about them acting like someone has put a spell on them: 

	 

	“You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes, Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law? (Galatians 3:1-14)”

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists would say they did receive the Spirit by observing the Law, so is it true for the Galatians too? We should expect Paul to answer his own question by saying they are right to have relied on keeping the Law. But what does Paul say instead?

	 

	“Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard?”

	 

	“Believing what you heard,” is Paul referring to the gospel message, and them receiving salvation by faith in Christ’s work, and not through their own works like keeping the Law. In continuing, Paul again uses the same word that calls them a bunch of brainless imbeciles, saying salvation by Grace is a no-brainer, while they are checking their brains at the door: 

	 

	“Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?”

	 

	Isn’t that what the Seventh Day Adventists claims? They tell us salvation is about what Jesus did, but we have to keep it going for ourselves to make it. That’s human effort and I’m just quoting the same doctrine Paul warned about in the Bible. Thousands of years ago, Paul dealt with this same heresy that taught that making it to Heaven required Jesus and the Old Testament Law. That is not the gospel, and we see it in Scripture as far back as with the Galatians. It’s just being repackaged today, under Seventh Day Adventists and the public, even Christians are giving it a free pass. Paul continues:

	 

	“Have you suffered so much for nothing if it really was for nothing? Does God give you His Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law (No!), or because you believe what you heard? Consider Abraham, he believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. Understand then, that those who believe, are children of Abraham. The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles (us, non-Jews) by (Old Testament Law? No!) by faith and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’ So those who have faith (Those who trust in their faith in Christ and not works,) are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. All who rely on observing the law, are under a curse.”

	 

	So whenever anybody tells us, including the Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, or you name it; anyone who tries to say it’s Jesus, but you’ve got to keep this Law and that dietary aspect, it means they are attempting to preach a curse on you. I’m not saying this. It is God’s Word. Paul goes on:

	 

	“For it is written: Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”

	 

	He says we’d have to keep the entire Book of the Law, if we’re going to put ourselves under any part of the Law. We would have to obey the whole thing. What is the problem with that? We can’t!

	 

	“Clearly no one is justified before God by the law.”

	 

	How do the false teachers get around that? They cannot. So why are they preaching this stuff? It is not from the Lord.

	 

	“Because ‘The righteous will live by faith (Not by works.)’ The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, ‘The man who does these things will have to live by them.’ But Christ redeemed us from the curse by becoming a curse for us. For it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who’s hung on a tree.’ He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham would come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit (not of the law.)”

	 

	So, what was the purpose of the Law? Again, the problem is not the Law. As Paul says in Romans:24, the Law is Holy and righteous. It is just, because of course it came from God. The reason it can become a curse is because we humans cannot keep the Law. And that is what we need to own up to. So why did God still put the Law out there? Paul continues:

	“So, the law became our guardian to lead us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”

	 

	Our inability to keep the Law, even just the Ten Commandments, should drive us to the commonsense conclusion that we need a Savior. It should tell us we need help from God because we cannot get there on our own. The Law drives us to Christ. We are not to try getting ourselves justified by attempting to live like Christ, because then we wouldn’t need Christ. We are to be justified by our faith in Him and His Work; not by any failed attempt to get ourselves justified under the Law. He could do it, so we rely on our faith in Him.

	 

	But that is what Seventh Day Adventists is up to with their false works-based gospel, which is nothing new. It is just a repackaging of the same old heresy from way back at the beginning of the Church. Seventh Day Adventists is not helping anyone and is instead putting people under a curse. That is what the Scripture says. In fact, we cannot even keep the first commandment. How many of us have loved the Lord our God with all your heart, mind, and strength every single day, perfectly? Don’t say you have, or you’ll also be guilty of violating the ninth commandment against lying. I’m just trying to help you. But my point is that we cannot even make it past one requirement to achieve our own salvation without Jesus. It ain’t gonna happen. We need Christ! Here is more about Seventh Day Adventists and their legalistic claims, about us upholding Old Testament Law: 

	 

	“The Seventh Day Adventists publicly states its belief that salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.”

	 

	Again, that’s what they say publicly, as they claimed to Dr. Walter Martin. That is what they tell people because they desperately want to avoid being labeled a cult. It’s bad for recruiting. Well, I’m sorry, but your teachings, behavior, and actions reveal a different story than what you try so hard to portray to the public. Here’s more analysis:

	 

	“However, Seventh Day Adventists teaching often implies that certain outward acts of righteousness are necessary to maintain one’s assurance of salvation,”

	 

	And according to Seventh Day Adventists, even after doing all those acts of righteousness, we still won’t know if we made it to Heaven. We are supposedly headed for a long soul nap before being awakened at some future date, when Jesus has finally gotten through enough of the giant line of humans, to arrive at our pile of sins. Hopefully the first thing we see from Christ is a big thumbs up. If not, we will be obliterated, whatever.

	 

	“Acts of righteousness are necessary to maintain one’s assurance of salvation, especially observance of the Seventh-Day Sabbath.”

	 

	Now, wait a second. The Bible says, if we put ourselves under the Law, we’re obligated to obey the whole law. Why would they cherry pick the Sabbath and the dietary laws, as somehow more important than other parts of the law? Why emphasize one commandment, like the Sabbath, especially since keeping the Sabbath was a whole lot more than what they say. We’ll get to that in a minute but they’re not even doing what they would need to do if they were really following the Sabbath law. As long as they say we need to follow the law, what about the priesthood? Why aren’t they bringing that back? It’s part of the Law. Are they keeping sheep and sacrificing every week? Do they have it all itemized, depending on the sin? If the sinner doesn’t have the money, are they told to bring a couple of pigeons, turtledoves, or whatever the Law requires? Are they doing any of that part of the Law? Why do they cherry pick? The Bible says, if we want to put ourselves under any part of the Law, we have to keep the whole thing. But that is what cults do; they cherry pick.

	“Seventh Day Adventists members also are expected to observe strict dietary regulations.”

	 

	How faithful was their source of authority, Ellen G. White? Remember her son calling out to the meat-wagon guy? He yelled, “Mom wants chicken!” White didn’t even follow those dietary laws.

	“Observe strict dietary regulations and abstain from alcohol, drugs, and tobacco.”

	 

	Who does that sound like? It’s the same with Mormonism, which is just another works-based cult. Cults are always works based! They start by getting their source of authority wrong, and then all their other doctrine spills downhill from there. Ultimately, they get the wrong way to Heaven because they don’t trust alone in the free gift from the work of Christ. That is because the gift can’t be used to control anyone.

	 

	Now let’s continue to focus on the Sabbath with what White said. And when they speak of keeping the Sabbath law, they mean worshiping on Saturday. But again, I’m telling you, Jewish law on that subject is a lot more than just keeping the day. Either way, when you hear what White has to say about it, in her and the Seventh Day Adventists’ own words, tell me they’re not trusting in the Old Testament system. They say specifically that worshiping on Saturday, or keeping “the Sabbath,” is the means of getting them to Heaven. And, because they are, it is works they rely on, which we just read about in Scripture. They advocate for the Old Covenant. But for us under the New Covenant, the old one has become a curse for us to try living up to. Paul says we cannot perform the whole law perfectly, so we need Christ. What are we doing trying to perform our own works to supposedly save ourselves? We can’t keep them, so it’s a curse to put those laws on us at the consequence of trying desperately to live by them, to save ourselves when it won’t happen. But instead will cause us to miss the crucial decision to put our faith in Christ alone. We will miss that which does save us. Paul tells us not to be foolish. Completely counter to that, here is more about White and her Great Controversy:

	 

	“Ellen G. White taught clearly that Sabbath observance was a criterion for salvation. (Here’s what she said): ‘In the last days, the Sabbath test will be made plain. When this time comes, anyone who does not keep the Sabbath will receive the mark of the beast and will be kept from Heaven.’”

	 

	What?! So according to her and Seventh Day Adventists, not holding our worship on a Saturday, is going to keep us out of Heaven. Is that trusting the work of Christ? No! And these are her own words. She goes on:

	 

	“…the divine institution of the Sabbath is to be restored... The delivering of this message will precipitate a conflict that will involve the entire world. The central issue will be obedience to God’s law and the observance of the Sabbath.” 

	 

	She is talking about the Old Testament Law that Paul says we cannot uphold, and if we try to, it will become a curse on us. She’s prescribing Old Testament legalism, including the keeping of the Sabbath as the way to Heaven. She goes on: 

	 

	“Those who reject it will eventually receive the mark of the beast... I saw that the Holy Sabbath is, and will be, the separating wall between the true Israel of God and the unbelievers”

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists come to us professing to be Christians and maybe even being very nice in their approach, but in the back of their minds, this kind of teaching from White has been drilled into them, over time. As they talk with us, they have to be thinking we Christians, who worship on Sunday, are those that they have been taught about, who are not saved, and will receive the mark of the beast. Yet, they want us to embrace them as Christian brothers and sisters; somehow making it all good. I don’t think so. Here is one more from White:

	 

	“Sabbath...observance was of sufficient importance to draw a line between the people of God and unbelievers.”

	 

	So according to her, what is she trusting in and teaching? It’s her works-based salvation, which is not salvation at all, but the false doctrine that, even today, we have to keep the Old Testament Law, including the dietary ones and Sabbath worship. Again, even with that, they cherry pick some, which the Bible says they cannot do. If they are going to follow the Law, they need to keep the whole Law. And whether they are successful or not, which they won’t be and especially since they pick and choose those to uphold, they’re clearly not trusting solely in the work of Jesus Christ. Here is some analysis of Whites’ statements we just looked at:

	 

	“The quoted statements above are clear. According to the Seventh Day Adventists, Sabbath observance, not trust in Christ alone, for complete forgiveness of sins and eternal life, is to be the dividing line between the saved and the lost in the end time.”

	 

	Now as far as the term, “Sabbath keeping,” if Seventh Day Adventists wants to be biblical Sabbath keepers, there was a lot more going on in the Jewish mind when it came to keeping the Sabbath. It wasn’t just showing up on Saturday to a religious service. We explored this in our study appropriately called, Judaism. Here is some information about Sabbath keeping and know that the entire Jewish law has over 600 commands, with the Sabbath, of course, making up a subset of that whole:

	 

	“The Jewish people came up with a list of thirty-nine main tasks, which could not be performed on the Sabbath (and of course we know Seventh Day Adventists do not uphold them, or even try to.)  This list included sowing seed, plowing, reaping, binding, threshing, winnowing, grinding, sifting, kneading, baking, shearing wool, bleaching or dyeing wool, spinning, weaving, tying or untying a knot, sewing stitches, tearing apart two stitches, hunting, writing or erasing two letters, building, demolishing, kindling or extinguishing a fire, hammering, carrying objects from one place to another, and so on.”

	 

	You can see that Sabbath keeping is a whole lot more than just showing up on a Saturday to a Seventh Day Adventists meeting. 

	 

	Now with that in mind, I have to say the Jewish people have also been hypocritical about upholding the 600 laws. They cannot help but be hypocritical, right? No one can do it. So, what the Jewish people did was work in loopholes and exceptions to the law for practices, like not being allowed to prepare food, or go on a Sabbath-day journey if they had to walk. They could only walk for a maximum of 3000 feet, which is about 2/3rds of a mile. But the guidelines stated that the journeys could be divided up by meals. So, here is how they cheated: On Friday they would go deposit a meal at someone’s home 2/3rds of a mile away or less. Then on the Sabbath, they could walk the required 2/3rds, but then have the meal they left, in which case they would be able to go another 2/3rds of a mile. Technically they could go twice as far and not break the Sabbath. And the same bunch of baloney goes on today.

	 

	Let me give you another: It became illegal to spit on the Sabbath. Was that because it’s crass? No! What they said was that spitting isn’t work, but plowing is, and plowing was defined as moving dirt to make a trench or a furrow. So, spitting in the dirt, because there is force involved to achieve a certain trajectory, may hit the ground with that force, causing a small trench or furrow. That would be considered plowing and therefore, illegal to do on the Sabbath.

	 

	Again, if you are going to keep the Law, you have to keep the whole thing. The worst part of all this is that Jesus dealt with the same stuff when He came on scene at His first coming. And who were the experts with that kind of baloney back then? At that time, it was the Pharisees. They looked down on everyone else, thinking they were so incredible and superior because no one was as religious as them. But Jesus said this to their face:

	 

	“Oh, you look good on the outside, but inside you’re a bunch of dead man’s bones; you hypocrites and brood of vipers.”

	 

	Why was Jesus so angry with them? It was because the punishment for breaking the Sabbath day Laws, that the Pharisees made up, was not a fine, an extra sacrifice in the temple, or even imprisonment. It was death. If those Jewish people violated the Pharisee’s laws, they got the death penalty. That is serious stuff so of course, it is why Jesus had choice words for them. He called them stumbling blocks to the true way to God because we cannot get there with a bunch of our own works. You cannot get there that way, but it didn’t stop the Pharisees from prescribing a long list of legalistic requirements and presented it as the way to Heaven.

	 

	Now let’s talk about modern Judaism, because they still do the same thing. Again, the practices and teachings of Seventh Day Adventists is nothing new. They are just repackaging an old false teaching.

	 

	“A Jewish scholar by the name of Yehoshua Neuwirth wrote a several volume works called ‘A Guide to the Practical Observance of the Sabbath.’ It is on how to observe the Sabbath!”

	 

	If Adventists want to be Sabbath keepers, it is much more than just going to services. Here are some of Neuwirth’s instructions that he encourages today’s Jews to follow:

	 

	“Cooking in most forms (boiling, roasting, baking, frying, etc) is forbidden on the Sabbath, especially when the temperature is raised above 115 degrees.”

	 

	So, at 114 degrees you are apparently cool, but don’t go one degree higher. That is actually a rule for today. Now this is wild:

	“If the hot water tap is accidentally left on, it cannot be turned off on the Sabbath.”

	 

	There goes the water bill! Again, that’s still a rule for Jews today.

	 

	“Escaping gas may be turned off, but not in the normal way. One must turn off the tap of the gas burner with the back of the hand or the elbow.

	 

	“One cannot squeeze a lemon into a glass of iced tea, but you can squeeze lemon onto a piece of fish.

	 

	“Since Exodus 34:3 teaches that one cannot light a fire on the Sabbath, it is also wrong to turn on your electric lights. If you need to turn on the lights, you can get an automatic timer which will do the job for you.”

	 

	And they do use those timers in Israel today. Can you believe that? Talk about a loophole! Here’s more on that one:

	 

	“So too, an air conditioner cannot be turned on by a Jew on the Sabbath, although a Gentile can turn it on as long as the Jew does not explicitly ask him to turn it on.”

	 

	I’m imagining those Jewish folks having certain signals and facial techniques, involving winks and nod toward the switch, to get their Gentile friends to do things.

	 

	“You cannot bathe with a bar of soap on the Sabbath, but you can use liquid soap.”

	 

	I just wonder how anyone can remember all this stuff. And it illustrates what Jesus said about the Law being a stumbling block, even for our Jewish friends today. They have rejected Jesus as the Messiah, so they are not under Grace, but instead cursed to spend their days stumbling over the Law. This next one is wild too:

	 

	“If someone is walking on the Sabbath and discovers that they are carrying something in their pocket, that they forgot was there, they have to stop carrying it immediately. But at the same time, since Jews are not allowed to lift anything on the Sabbath, a person is not allowed to simply take the item out of their pocket. In order to get it out, he has to reverse his pocket, so the item falls out. And then just leave it there. If the item is valuable, and he does not wish to leave it on the ground, he can ask a Gentile to watch it for him. Or, if you must take the item with you, you can carry it, but not in the usual way. You can put it in your shoe or tie it to your leg—as long as you do not tie a knot—or somehow suspend it between your clothing and your body.”

	 

	And somehow that is going to get a person into Heaven. Does that even sound like a system the Creator of the universe would set up? It sounds more like a man-made mess, right? And as goofy as all that sounds, it’s no different than the Seventh Day Adventists’ rules. Christ says the Sabbath was never intended to be a legalistic burden in the first place, but that’s what the Jewish people, the Seventh Day Adventists, and the Hebrew Roots Movement, have turned it into, even to this day. We dealt with that last one in our Judaism study. Here’s how Jesus dealt with this kind of false legalistic doctrine in Luke 6:

	 

	“Now, it happened on the second Sabbath after the first that, Jesus went through the grain fields. His disciples plucked heads a grain and ate them, rubbing them in their hands. Some of the Pharisees said to them, ‘Why are you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?’ But Jesus answering them said, ‘Have you not even read this, what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: how he went into the house of God, took and ate the showbread, and also gave some to those that were with him, which is not lawful for any, but the priests to eat?’ And He said to them, ‘The Son of Man (Jesus) is also Lord of the Sabbath.’ “

	 

	Jesus makes up the rules, right? And, in Mark 2:27, Jesus tells us how the original purpose of the Sabbath, that the Jewish people, and Seventh Day Adventists, got off track from:

	 

	“And Jesus said to them, ‘The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.’ “

	 

	It was to be a blessing for us, and not the burden, they’ve turned it into, with all the regulations and loopholes like observance of part six, subset c, for those who find themselves in one situation and paragraph two, part f, if it’s this or that other scenario. It’s crazy, but that’s what Adventists and today’s Jewish people are trusting in, to attempt to attain Heaven through their own actions.

	 

	But let’s get back to the idea of only worshiping on the Sabbath. As we saw, the hypocrisy involved from those saying we have to be a Sabbath keeper, is that there is a lot more going on with that than just showing up for a day. And that is just quoting the Bible, and our Jewish cousins, even to this day. 

	 

	But the question is also about whether Sunday worship of Jesus is even illegal? And of course, it is not. Does God require us to worship specifically on Saturday only? No! Let me quote the evidence of that from Paul speaking in Colossians 2:16-17:

	 

	“Therefore, don’t let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink or with regard to religious festivals, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.”

	 

	So, Paul specifically speaks against those practices, which Seventh Day Adventists advocates! He goes on:

	 

	“These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.”

	 

	So, Christ was the whole point of those up until His first coming. Paul also says this in Romans 14:5:

	 

	“One man considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.”

	 

	So, he is saying they miss the whole point. We must not get hung up on a certain day, because we have freedom in Christ. In fact, if Sabbath keeping were so important, wouldn’t it say so in the Book of Acts? That was the early Church and Acts was the transitional book. The people were living that changed life. Today we have 2,000 years of 20/20 hindsight, looking back with the whole picture that is the New and Old Testaments. Acts was the people coming to the realization of what Jesus meant that transition to be, in going from Old Covenant to the New Covenant. Acts describes things like how they came to realize they did not have to try keeping the Law anymore, and that even Gentiles could be saved. And with the Law, that they had not been able to keep anyway, now all of a sudden, the entirety of all the work needed had been done and finished through Jesus. 

	 

	In fact, the early Church had a meeting in Acts 15 where Jewish Christians were wondering about the Gentiles, who were getting saved through the ministry of Paul and Barnabas. They were confused because those Gentiles were not raised with the Old Testament, so they wondered how Jewish Christians were to deal with them. But Paul had already made his great statement back in Galatians about how we are all Christians now; all one in Christ. He said there is neither male nor female, nor Jew, nor Greek, nor Slave, etc. So, in Acts 15 they are just trying to keep the peace and know what direction to give to the Gentiles. Acts 15:29 is what the Jewish Christians came up with to tell the Gentiles: 

	 

	“You must abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from sexual immorality, from blood, and from the meat of strangled animals.”

	 

	If Sabbath keeping was so incredibly important for us to follow today and is even an indicator of who makes it to Heaven, as Seventh Day Adventists claims, it would have been right there on that list. Why was it not included? It’s because that’s not how we get there! In fact, including with the book of Acts, whenever a meeting is mentioned as being held on the Sabbath, guess who’s meeting at that time. It is the Jewish people and Gentile converts to Judaism. That means, it was only Jews and non-Christian’s who joined Judaism. Those were the ones meeting on the Sabbath. So, in the Scripture, it was not even Christians who met on the Sabbath.

	 

	Also, when did the early Christians actually meet? Just like Paul reiterated in Romans, it wasn’t about the certain day. That would be missing the whole point because, the example right out of the gates in Acts 2:46, during the birth of the Church, was “every day”:

	 

	“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”

	 

	So, for those who were living at that time of the Church’s birth, when was it that they met? It was every day! They were having people come to Christ right and left; with hundreds and even thousands of people saved each day. Did the Church leadership extinguish those attempts to save people from hell, until they could speak with those folks on a certain day of the week each week? Did they refuse to witness until the next service? No! They were living Jesus’ lessons live, and the takeaway was to go after all the saved souls they could get, every day.

	 

	In fact, Romans 12 says Paul told Christians to spend all their days as living sacrifices for Jesus and to do it 24 hours a day and 7 days a week, demonstrating their wholly acceptable worship of God. That is the Christian life, which is most wholly pleasing to God. It is not about a certain day. Paul tells us not to let anyone judge us about that.

	 

	I said all that to get to this: As we’ve seen, it is not about a certain day, but if it was, which it isn’t, since the time of Christ, the Scriptures show that day would be Sunday and not Saturday. Throughout the Bible it is the first day of the week, which is Sunday. Let me give you a couple Scripture references in Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2:

	 

	“On the first day of the week (Sunday) we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people, and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight.”

	 

	“On the first day of the week (Sunday,) each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come, no collections will have to be made.”

	 

	Also, in honor of Christ’s resurrection, Christians worship Him on Sunday. Now about Sunday worship for Christians, unfortunately there is a common phrase today, which talks about how we go to Church on Sunday and then sin up a storm six days a week. We act like a devil the other days. Well, those who practice that behavior are missing the point. We are supposed to worship Christ every day. So even though we are not to get hung up on a certain day, traditionally the Biblical model is Sunday and not Saturday. 

	 

	And again, that understanding is what we see in the Bible and not some supposed conspiracy that Seventh Day Adventists would have us believe, about how Constantine brought Sunday worship into the Church even though it had always been Saturday until he showed up. In fact, they accuse the Roman Catholic Church of switching to Sunday because it is the day to worship the sun god. The Catholic Church does have its issues with teaching a false works-based gospel but Seventh Day Adventists’ explanation for Sunday worship was not it at all! As you see, I have just been quoting the Bible. So, Seventh Day Adventists can forget all that obfuscation of the truth. Their claims about the Catholics and Constantine are not where we get Sunday worship.

	 

	Here’s a quick list of Biblical events that happened on the first day of the week (Sunday): Jesus rose from the dead, Jesus appeared to the disciples, the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, the first sermon preached by Peter, 3,000 converts joined the Church, 3,000 were baptized, Christians assembled and broke bread, Christians heard the message from Paul, Paul instructed the Churches to put aside contributions, and Jesus gave the apostle John the vision of Revelation. All were on the first day of the week, which is Sunday. Are all of them destined to take the mark of the beast? Obviously, not.

	 

	All that is from the Bible, so Sunday worship is not a conspiracy, even though we should not get hung up on a day, and that day certainly is not going to determine your salvation. That would be a works-based salvation, which is not how we make it to Heaven. Still, this claim of Saturday worship being needed for salvation is what Seventh Day Adventists teaches.

	 

	And because Seventh Day Adventists is preaching that we are under the Law of Moses, here’s some analysis of that, interspersed with Bible Scripture to back it up:

	 

	“Christians are not under the Mosaic Law because Christ is the end of the law to everyone who believes.”

	 

	“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes (Romans 10:4).”

	“Christians are not under Mosaic Law because they’ve died to the law.”

	 

	“But now we have been released from the law... (Romans 7:6)”

	 

	So why do groups like Seventh Day Adventists keep preaching that we are under the Law?

	 

	“But now we have been released from the law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter (Romans 7:6).”

	 

	“Christians are not under the Mosaic Law because of the New Covenant.”

	 

	By definition, a new covenant means a new contract or a new testament, which tells us there was an old one, which is now obsolete.

	 

	“Such confidence we have through Christ towards God (not our own works.) Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter (of the Old Testament Law,) but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”

	 

	“Christians are not under the Mosaic Law because of the change in the priesthood.”

	 

	“For when the priesthood is changed, of necessity there takes place a change of Law also (Hebrews 7:12).”

	 

	Who is our high priest now and forever? He is Jesus Christ. So there has been a change.

	 

	“Christians are not under the Mosaic Law because Paul taught that he was not under the Law.”

	 

	“To the Jews I became a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so that I might win those who are under the Law... (1 Corinthians 9:20).”

	 

	So, when Paul visited a Jewish person’s house, he suggested something like, “Hey, let’s all go to the bacon bar!” No, he ate their kosher food and did not make a big deal about it. For today, we are not going to see a Jewish friend and suggest they get some bacon sauce for the bagels. We do not want to make a big scene. Instead, we submit to their practices, but of course I’m not saying that’s how we get to Heaven. We are only doing so as a means of not offending them and entering into their world to lead them to Christ. That is all Paul is saying. For those who were legalists with beliefs like the dietary laws, Paul basically recommended showing up to their house and eating salad if that is what they do. Again, that was not to earn his own way to Heaven, but instead it was a way to try reaching those folks for Christ. Paul clearly said he is no longer under the Old Testament Mosaic Law.

	 

	Now listen to this statement, which gives a good summation of the Seventh Day Adventists’ false-doctrine belief system:

	 

	“Based on the doctrines of the remnant church, investigative judgment, and the additions to salvation by keeping the Law; Seventh Day Adventists must be considered a cult.”

	 

	That’s right. So why do people often give them a free pass? Why do folks fight against labeling them what they are? I don’t get it. Let’s wrap this up with a couple helpful summaries of Seventh Day Adventists’ false teachings:

	 

	“Adventism’s worldview depends on the extra-biblical writings of Ellen G. White, their ‘continuing and authoritative source of truth,’ and teaches a ‘different Jesus,’ one who is not Mighty God, the I Am, but a diminished one who took man’s fallen nature, was on probation, and could have sinned, thus threatening the existence of the cosmos and God himself. Their worldview also falsifies the identity and person of God by equating His character with the law, gives satan illegitimate power and freedom, claims God is obligated to answer satan, says Christ’s atonement was not finished at the cross, but continues through the alleged controversy, replaces Jesus as our total substitute with Jesus as an example, replaces Jesus with satan as the scapegoat who ultimately bears away the sins of the saved, falsifies the nature of man by denying the human spirit, claims the ‘righteousness of God’ is obedience to the Ten Commandments, substitutes the new birth by the Holy Spirit with conversion to Adventism and law-keeping, says salvation depends on our knowledge of good and evil to inform the right choice, and replaces the Lord Jesus as the test of faith with loyalty to Adventist teachings. 

	 

	Although Adventists use all the words Christians use when referring to God and salvation, they internally mean the definitions established by Ellen G. White’s ‘The Great Controversy’. They believe their replication of Jesus’ obedient character will finally bring this controversy to an end.” 

	 

	That gives us a clear picture of what Adventists rely on. Another person said this:

	 

	“Instead of trusting the finished work of Christ, they are striving to finish the work of Christ. Somehow they misunderstand Christ’s last words: ‘It is finished.’ “

	 

	The view that says we need to finish Jesus’ work, is blasphemy. When He said the work was finished, it was finished! Now I want to share the words of a former Seventh Day Adventist pastor who was kicked out, apparently for reading and believing the real Bible too much. Here is a video transcript of what he says Seventh Day Adventists are relying on, and it’s not Grace:

	 

	Narrator: “Mark Martin is currently pastor of Calvary Community Church in Phoenix, Arizona. He is a former Seventh Day Adventist pastor who resigned after being forced by the Adventist authorities to choose between the teachings of Ellen G. White and the Bible.”

	 

	Pastor Mark Martin: “Ellen G. White stressed the keeping of the letter of the law, along with many added rules, to put one on the road to salvation. She had no patience with Christians who dared to say, ‘I am saved.’ “

	 

	Ellen G. White: “We are never to rest in a satisfied condition, saying ‘I am saved”... they pervert the truth.  They declare that we have only to believe on Jesus Christ and that faith is all sufficient; that the righteousness of Christ is to be the sinners’ credentials.  This class claim that Christ came to save sinners, and that He has saved them. But are they saved? No! (Signs of the Times, February 8, 1897)”

	 

	Pastor Martin: “The Adventist view of salvation is that Jesus made the down payment for our salvation at the cross. But once you have accepted his offer of salvation, you have got to keep making up the monthly installments. So not really relying upon the Grace of God alone to save them, Adventists are striving to be rigidly obedient and this makes for an inflexible guilt-ridden legalistic lifestyle. Despite modern Adventist’s attempts to soften the law keeping, Ellen White’s teachings are unmistakable.”

	 

	Ellen G. White: “No one is saved who is a transgressor of the law of God... (Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, June 17, 1890)”

	 

	Pastor Martin: “Yet the Bible teaches that we are under a new covenant and the old covenant is obsolete. Christ is the end of the law. The New Testament teaches that the law was given by God to be our tutor, or teacher, leading us to Christ. Listen to what Galatians 3:25 says: It says, ‘We are no longer under a tutor.’ Christians are to grow in Grace and keep God’s commandments out of a love for him, not under compulsion. Salvation by Grace through faith alone is the heart of the gospel.

	 

	But the Adventist doctrine of the 1844 ‘investigative judgment’, colors all their major doctrines. It was because of this false teaching, also known as the pre-advent judgment, which amounts to nothing more than a judgment of works, which determines salvation, that the unbiblical doctrine of soul sleep was introduced. Obviously, you could not have believers going to Heaven when they died before their lives were supposedly judged. What if they had not been good enough? They’d have to leave Heaven, right? So, the Adventists teach that when a person dies, he or she goes into the grave, into nonexistence.

	 

	But this teaching flies in the face of the Scriptures, which clearly state that to be absent from the body is to be at home with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8). And when a believer dies, he departs and is with Christ (Philippians 1:23).”

	 

	That means we will not be taking a long cosmic nap. Do you see why they had to come up with another false teaching to cover their previous false teaching, and on and on? That’s normally what happens, right? You tell a lie to cover a lie to mask an earlier lie, which is your attempt to deal with some other lie you told before that, and somehow you try to keep it going by concocting another story that precariously meshes the whole mess together.

	 

	For Seventh Day Adventists, that meant the supposed final future judgment of all individuals, determining our eternal home, had to give an explanation for why we can’t wait in Heaven after our death. In that case, later, if folks were determined to have had a life that was somehow not good enough, they would need to be kicked out of Heaven. Of course, no one is going to believe that we can be kicked out of Heaven, so Seventh Day Adventists had to come up with an explanation, which is why they made up “Soul Sleep.”

	 

	Again, are Seventh Day Adventists trusting in Christ? Or do they believe we achieve Heaven through our individual works? It is definitely works-based. So, do they have the same biblical salvation as Christians? No! Well then, guess what; in their own words and teachings, by definition of this salvation aspect too, they are a cult. And they line up with five out of five classic signs of a cult.

	 

	So, after all we have learned in this study, when Adventists knock at our door, we need to yell, “You’re doomed!” and then slam it in their face, right? Wrong! We want to witness to them just like everyone else. And we are going to talk about witnessing to Adventists, but before that, I want to quickly highlight some of those people we might need to reach out to. Some popular people out there are Seventh Day Adventists and you may not even know. In fact, you might have unaware friends or family who are listening to them by tuning into their Adventist-based programs and being indoctrinated into their false teachings. So, I’m going to mention some of the bigger names and then we’ll get into witnessing. Of course, these aren’t all of them, but I’m going to share the ones I either recognized by name or by their organization, most of whom are in our society today. 

	 

	Doug Batchelor is probably one of the more famous Adventists. He is actually in the area of Northern California where I got saved, in Sacramento. Batchelor hosts a very popular program you might have heard of called, Amazing Facts.

	 

	Amazing Facts talks about prophecy and other subjects. However, it is not Christian and instead, comes from Seventh Day Adventists. So, if you see him and that show, now you will know what you’re getting. Amazing Facts is broadcast 24 hours a day and 7 days a week by satellite. It’s a huge ministry that preaches Adventism. And that is just the tip of the iceberg. 

	 

	Other Adventists are Davon Franklin, who is the vice president of Columbia Pictures and Angus T. Jones was a child actor who played Jake Harper on Two and a Half Men. Phillip McDonald is a medical doctor and analyst for the National Basketball Association (NBA TV), and Harry Anderson was a famous illustrator for the Saturday Evening Post and Redbook. Anderson not only did artwork for the Seventh Day Adventists, but also for the Mormons.

	 

	Other Adventists have been Busta Rhymes, an American rapper who later converted to Islam and Kasey Chambers, an Australian country singer, who is now a former Seventh Day Adventist. Praise God, and to her credit, Kasey’s family eventually rejected the whole “investigative judgment” thing. Wayne Hooper is the musical director of a prominent radio program called, Voice of Prophecy, which is put on by Seventh Day Adventists and features hosts, Shawn and Jean Boonstra. You may have heard of it and not know it isn’t Christian.

	 

	Other programs they put out are Disclosure and Discovery Mountain, with the latter being for our children; so, beware. They also have websites that are not Christian, like BibleStudies.com. How many people have been snookered with that one? A couple of their other websites are BibleInfo.com and KidsBibleInfo.com. So, if nothing else, I guess they were smart enough to snag these domain names early and are now using them to promote their false beliefs. 

	 

	Seventh Day Adventists has hundreds of radio stations, including Life Talk Radio and 3ABN TV and Radio, with the latter being Three Angels Broadcasting Network, which is about Ellen G. White’s interpretation of the three angel’s messages in Revelation. One of her visions supposedly informed her that the first angel’s message was to call us to worship our Creator, God, and to recognize the hour of judgment, the second was to tell us the fate of Babylon, and the third angel told us we must keep the commandments of God. Of course, there is no way that last message could have come through an angel from God. And she says the identity of the remnant church is determined by whether a group is keeping the commandments of God. But none of us can do that. 

	 

	Those are Adventist satellite networks and there are too many other Seventh Day Adventists’ ministries to name, so I’ll just hit on some that are, maybe better known. Among those are Outpost Centers International, Generation of Youth for Christ, the Weimar Institute, Desire Media, Quiet Hour Ministries, Evangelistic Alliance, Hope International, the Heartland Institute, the Biblical Research Institute, and of course, who could forget, Remnant Ministries? Again, they claim to be the remnant church, which they are not. Others are Maranatha Volunteers, Pacific Press Publishing Association (Seventh Day Adventists’ large publishing arm) and Teach Services Incorporated. 

	 

	Other ways of getting their message out are Safe TV and My Gospel Workers. Shows they have are, It Is Written, Amazing Facts, and also Amazing Discoveries. Those are Adventist ministries, so they are certainly not Christian, at all. They also have Whitehorse Media, First Light Broadcasting Network, Radio of Hope, and Homebase TV.

	 

	You may have heard of Country Life Restaurants from Seventh Day Adventists, which is a vegan buffet and salad bar. Adventists are one of the biggest organizations pushing the vegan movement, along with PETA. Seventh Day Adventists are always talking about us getting healthy, which is not a bad thing, but they use it as a tool to pull people in. It was the same tactic back at their founding with Kellogg and his invention of cereal. So, it’s all the same fishing equipment they are using today.

	 

	The Isley Brothers are a group made up of Adventists. You may know their 1959 song, “Shout.” It goes something like, “You know you make me wanna shout!” I say, yes, I want to shout “Heresy!” That may be more appropriate lyrics. Little Richard is also an Adventist and while people say he became a Christian pastor, it is not true because he is a Seventh Day Adventists pastor. In fact, Richard gave his personal testimony on the their 3ABN Network. So, don’t get fooled by that. Brian McKnight, a past contestant on Celebrity Apprentice, is also a Seventh Day Adventist.  

	 

	I’ve actually shared a video before from this next guy, who I didn’t know was an Adventist. His name is Whitley Phipps and he is an ordained Seventh Day Adventists pastor who you may recall did an awesome rendition of “Amazing Grace.” When finding out he is Adventist, it busted my heart because his version of that great song is so beautiful. Think about how ironic it is that he would sing that song, and probably more beautifully than most who have sang it, yet by definition of his Adventist beliefs, he really is not trusting in God’s amazing Grace. Isn’t that ironic and tragic? And God is there always watching this kind of stuff go down. 

	 

	Now of course, who can forget Ben Carson? Folks talk about how wonderful it is that President Trump is totally surrounded by Christians. While that may be true for the most part, are they all Christians? Ben Carson is an Adventist who was raised in that church and went to a Seventh Day Adventists’ school. His wife, Candy Carson, is obviously also an Adventist. Ben Carson is what is called a lacto-ovo vegetarian, which was a name that was new to me, as I suspect it is to you. Carson will eat dishes containing milk, eggs, or cheese, and occasionally poultry. So, I guess, “Ben wants chicken!” as Ellen G. White’s son yelled about her, as the entire nearby vegetarian Adventist campers were able to hear. Ben’s diet includes similar eating habits to Ellen’s, except that I assume he is not speaking against it while eating the stuff, as she did. Carson says he finds the eating of pork “highly unpleasant.”

	 

	So, Ben Carson is a full-blown Adventist, which, by definition, means he’s not trusting in Christ as his Savior. And that means he’s not a Christian. I’m not saying he hasn’t done great things or that he’s not a nice guy. But guess what? His own works and being nice will not get him to Heaven. And by the way, he does not believe in hell or the Rapture of the Church. Here is what Carson says from his own mouth:

	 

	Interviewer: “I want to talk about your faith a little bit. You talk about God, as though God is kind of a buddy, you know, He’s with you all the time.”

	 

	Carson: “He is.”

	 

	Interviewer: “Explain God to me. Who or what is God to you?”

	 

	Carson: “He’s a force that doesn’t believe in dictating and gives you a choice; whether you want to be associated with Him or not.”

	 

	Interviewer: “When the Apocalypse comes, there supposedly is going to be a lot of tribulation. And certainly, we have a lot of tribulation going on right now.”

	 

	Carson: “No question.”

	 

	Interviewer: “Would you say that this may be signs that…”

	 

	Carson: “Could this qualify?”

	 

	Interviewer: “Could this qualify as tribulation?”

	 

	Carson: “It could. Of course, it could. Yeah.”

	 

	Interviewer: “And when you die...well, I’m interested in how this differs from the Rapture.”

	 

	Carson: “With the Rapture, you know, people are just like, lifted away and taken to Heaven. And I don’t see any evidence for that in the Bible.”

	 

	Interviewer: “I mean, you believe in Heaven?”

	 

	Carson: “I do believe in Heaven. Yes.”

	 

	Interviewer: “Do you believe in hell?”

	 

	Carson: “I don’t believe that there is a physical place where people go and are tormented. No, I don’t believe that.”

	 

	Interviewer: “What is Heaven, then?”

	 

	Carson: “Heaven is where God is.”

	 

	Interviewer: “And is it a physical place?”

	 

	Carson: “I believe so.”

	Interviewer: “And so if you’re good, you go to Heaven. And if you’re bad, what happens if there’s no hell? Do you just get annihilated?”

	 

	Carson: “Pretty much.”

	 

	I watched the whole interview and never once did Carson correct her statement about how good people go to Heaven. But he did focus on his rejection of hell, which is a teaching from Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and other cults.

	 

	So, all that is why we want to witness to Adventists. Most people have not done their homework to learn that it’s not a Christian organization. But just because they may look like Christians, or say they are, does not make them Christian, even in high places.

	 

	So, let’s finish this study with witnessing strategies. And as always, that starts with sanctifying our heart. We want to be prepared to give an answer, making sure our heart is in the right place. Secondly, we want to pray because this is a spiritual battle and we are witnessing to those being spiritually blinded. It is no different than the folks Paul had to deal with in his day. The Spirit of God needs to touch their heart and remove the scales from their eyes that are causing them spiritual blindness.

	 

	The third strategy for witnessing is to be ready with a good understanding of the Scriptures. Hopefully, that’s why you’re reading this study; to get equipped as a disciple of Christ. Fourth, don’t argue and attack the person. We want to witness to them so tearing them down does not normally work well. We just want to work with them to find Christ.

	 

	Fifth and sixth, it’s important to make sure we define our words and not get off on tangents. For example, with Adventists, do not pull out something like an article you printed from the American Medical Association that lists 9,322 health benefits from eating bacon. That’s probably a tangent and not their biggest need right then. Instead, the important points are all five areas that identify a cult. And if we want to hone in on one, it is probably the difference between ours and their source of authority. Otherwise we will most likely go back and forth, dancing around while they keep saying, “Yeah but, Ellen G. White said blah, blah, blah...” or “Yeah but, Seventh Day Adventists historically teaches...” Just get to the source of truth and not off on tangents. God will clean up the bacon stuff later, right? He will deal with that when they are born again and living under Grace. 

	 

	So again, those important points to focus on are their source of authority, the nature of God, the personal work of Jesus, the nature man, and the means of salvation (how to get to Heaven).

	 

	The seventh strategy that is always important when witnessing, is to avoid Christian jargon? It means nothing to the unchurched. Even us Christians don’t really understand some of the Christianese terms we might want to throw out. Number eight is for us to share our testimony and assurance of eternal life through Jesus. Why? It’s because anyone, including the Adventist, who is trying to get there through his or her own works, does not have assurance of salvation, making it to Heaven.

	 

	Even by the time they die, Adventists really do not ever know because they are taught that they’ll finally find out when awakened from their supposed long nap. According to Seventh Day Adventists, they have to soul sleep and wait until Jesus finally gets caught up with His huge line of humanity, eventually reaching their case. It could either be a rude awakening, or a good one, but they just do not know.  

	 

	On the other hand, we Christians have total assurance, which is appealing to a person who has none. Unlike them, we have an intimate walk with God right now. We know He loves us and as Paul says, we can have peace in Christ today, knowing that the worry and the sins are gone, we are clean, it’s all good with life, and to die is gain.  

	 

	Now even though assured salvation may be familiar to us, so much so that we may even take it for granted, remember that it helps to smile while witnessing because that is a good advertisement. You may have had a bad day but grumbling your way through Christ’s good news is not appropriate advertising for Christianity. 

	 

	Some added ideas, specifically for Adventists, are to establish the sole authority of the Bible and determine what relationship the Adventist has with Jesus Christ. Also, we need to understand, as it is with any cult, Adventists are locked into a state of fear. Cults instill fear to keep control. Leadership tells victims that they better not dare do this or that, because when they do, everything in their life is going to blow up and they will lose it all; they are doomed! 

	 

	In our studies about Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses, we saw they put those sorts of threats in their follower’s heads. In fact, Jehovah’s Witnesses have the extremely cruel practice called, “disfellowshipping.” That is where they cut the member off from the cult, as well as all friends and family still in the cult, while letting them also know that they are doomed to hell for leaving. And normally with Jehovah’s Witnesses, they have made sure those close to him or her, are only other cult members. They frown on followers having close outside relationships. So, with ex-Witnesses, like many cults, the ex-follower becomes extremely isolated, having little or no family and friends left to talk with.

	 

	So, Adventists are afraid, and I want to give you some of the common fears to know about when witnessing to them. I am not saying we shouldn’t talk about certain things, but just knowing these hot buttons concerning their views, helps us realize who we’re dealing with. Again, the Adventist is scared to death. They may not show it, but they are. First, they have a core belief and fear of leaving the Sabbath-only worship. They are afraid that we will somehow get them away from Sabbath keeping and that will doom them, because their whole faith is wrapped around that claim. In fact, they are sure that leaving the Sabbath will result in them receiving the mark of the beast because that is what they are taught. They believe that somehow, if we are able to convince them that it is not Saturday, they won’t make it to Heaven, and they will even be doubly doomed, because they’ll end up receiving the mark of the beast.

	 

	Adventists are also afraid of rejecting Ellen G. White’s teachings. Why? As we repeatedly saw, it is because, with all due respect, she did not just put out her baloney doctrine and hope her followers would accept it. She continually reinforced her lies with fear. She would claim her words were not her own. So, since they were God’s Words no one better dare doubt or contradict them because he or she will be doomed!

	 

	Adventists are also afraid of leaving the Seventh Day Adventists Church because it’s been drilled into them that their church is the one and only remaining remnant church. They claim they are the only ones who have the truth. That false idea is the only understanding that many of their followers have ever known. So, they fear leaving the teachings of Adventism, which they think is the only source of truth.

	 

	They are also afraid of being deceived by former Adventists, especially former Adventist pastors, because the Seventh Day Adventists Church has convinced their followers that those defectors are apostates, who have gone over the edge. 

	 

	Adventists are deathly fearful of leaving friends and family in what is usually a close-knit Adventist community. And that is a real fear because it is not just a threat. Those close to them who remain in the cult, will almost certainly reject an Adventist who leaves. Again, that same fear runs through other cults where people do not want to lose their long-held relationships. Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses face the same ex-communication. 

	 

	I’ve actually known Christians, who go to a church, that they know is putting out false teaching and they admit it, but they stay just because of friendships. I have seen it where the Christian even understands the teachings are full-blown apostate. The church even preached a false gospel and the Christians were getting nothing out of it, but they still stayed to keep spending time with their friends who go there. And just like that tragic situation, Adventists too are afraid to lose relationships if they walk away. And they will. But I have to say, welcome to being a Christian. And with it comes the overwhelming blessing of being a part of a healthy Church. We Christians need to embrace those who have escaped cults and let them know they don’t have to be alone. 

	 

	Adventists also have a fear compromising Seventh Day Adventists standards because, again, that is all many have ever been told, including how they will get to Heaven. Again, they also fear God’s coming judgment and the time of trouble. According to their teachings, an Adventist doesn’t even know if they’re going to make it to Heaven and then we come along trying to convince them of something they’ve been told will put them at risk of entering a time of tribulation and doom. Remember, they have been told all non-Adventists will go through that tribulation period.

	 

	So, to witness to Adventists, or anyone, we need to understand who we are dealing with and sometimes we have to realize that it can take some real time and effort with them. They may put up an impassioned resistance because they are scared to death. And that is sad, but it’s a telltale sign that the person is involved with a cult, with the same old cult tactics and enforcement mechanisms from cult leadership. Cruel organizations instill absolute obedience under the threat of immediate and eternal penalty. 

	 

	So, we need to be the ones who reach out to Adventists in love, as we trust and pray that the Spirit of God, will lead them to Jesus. All we can do is share the good news that salvation does not come by their own constant failed attempts to work their way to salvation, but instead requires only a simple acceptance of Christ’s gift. And that gift is His finished work, on our behalf, with His voluntary death on the cross to remove our sins and allow us an eternity in Heaven with Him, even though we don’t deserve it.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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