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	To my daughter, Rebecca.

	 

	In the beginning, it was your mother and me.

	We thought we were complete. But God shone from above, And gave you to us.

	And now we’ve become a family.

	 

	Our greatest desire,

	Is that you would be join us in heaven, With your mother, brother and me, Enjoined to Jesus,

	In order that we can continue,

	To share our love together as a family, Not just here on earth, but forever in eternity.

	 

	Now that you have accepted Jesus, As your peronal Lord and Savior, I take great comfort in knowing,

	This will now come true for all of us.

	.

	You are our precious gift from the Father of heavenly lights.

	Therefore, as your earthly father, I share these insights.

	May they encourage you to run hard after Jesus, By making the most of the time we have here on earth,

	For nothing else matters and nothing will last Except that which we do for Him.

	 

	We don’t know who’s getting there first,

	Or if we’ll all arrive in heaven at the same time, But should we enter glory ahead of you, Remember it’s just a temporary goodbye.

	 

	We love you, Rebecca.
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Preface

	As I’ve mentioned in other books, I used to be one of those so-called Pastors who said it wasn’t necessary to teach and equip the flock on Bible Prophecy, let alone the Book of Revelation. Even though God gave me a “spiritual spanking” in Seminary through faithful and godly men, reminding me that one third of the Bible deals directly, or indirectly, with Bible Prophecy, therefore as a faithful shepherd of the flock, I needed to get busy feeding the Church the “whole” counsel of God. It still took the “shock” of the events of 9/11 to motivate me into being that faithful shepherd, one that preached all of the Bible to the Body of Christ. The very next week, and ever since then, I have been teaching on the Book of Revelation, and other Bible Prophecy related issues, and have never looked back. Once I began teaching on Bible Prophecy, what I now call “the missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” I was not only radically changed, but so was my Christian mindset. I began to realize that it’s not enough to just “know” we’re living in the Last Days, the point is to “do something” about it. In short, an urgency began to develop inside of me that drove me to the obvious conclusion, “We need to get busy reaching as many as we can, as fast as we can, as far reaching as we can, with what time we have left.” In response to that we launched the teaching ministry “Get A Life Ministries” with the mission tag line “Reaching the world for Jesus Christ one piece of media at a time” because we felt the modern day media was the fastest and best way to achieve this goal. This has been our personal passion now for over seventeen years. But I’ve noticed in the Pastoral ministry there seems to be a problem. There is a horrible disconnect in the Body of Christ. Either Churches are not teaching on Bible prophecy, the “missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” so there’s no common sense urgency in these Last Days, or, the Churches that do, those Christians either look at Bible prophecy as a source of “Christian Entertainment,” thus it never translates into a great drive for the lost, or they live such sloppy, worldly, ungodly, duplicid, lives that they become a “bad witness” to the lost. Therefore I have written these series of books to hopefully, and prayerfully, aid in being that “motivated” “responsible” and “positive” witness for Jesus in these Last Days because frankly, nothing else matters. One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book, then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way.

	Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!

	 

	Billy Crone Las Vegas, Nevada

	2018

	 

	
 

	 

	Part I

	————————————

	Experiencing God’s Joy

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	Seeking Happiness in Things

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He may have been the son of a saloon operator but once he was saved, he became what many consider to be the greatest evangelist of all time. It all started in 1733 where shortly after getting saved he entered Oxford University and fellowshipped the likes of John and Charles Wesley.

	 

	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0c/George_Whitefield_likeness.jpg/170px-George_Whitefield_likeness.jpg]Soon he was preaching in jails to the prisoners and doing missionary work in the colony of Georgia. But that was just the beginning. Next, he traveled to Scotland, Wales, and seven more times to America, where thousands of people were saved.

	 

	In fact, it is said that his voice could be heard at a range of one mile without amplification and that his speaking powers were of such that he could make an audience weep with just his pronunciation.

	 

	And the crowds who came to see him were the greatest ever assembled to hear the preaching of the gospel in the days before amplification or even advertising. In fact, his open-air preaching reached as many as 100,000 people in one gathering! Try doing that without the modern media!

	 

	
When they came, as many as 500 people at a time would fall and lay prostrate on the ground under the power of a single sermon and get saved right during the progress of the service. In fact, in one service alone, 10,000 people were saved.

	 

	This one Christian man preached more than 18,000 sermons at an average of 500 a year, or 10 a week. All in all, at a time when travel was extremely primitive, it is estimated that he preached to a total of ten million people.

	 

	[image: Sermons of George Whitefield]On a balcony not far from his deathbed, he preached his last message of hope to an audience of more than 2,000 people and then died within an hour after extending the invitation. What a way to go!

	His name of course was, George Whitefield.”1 Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d

	say ol’ George Whitefield had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is Experiencing God’s Joy, amen? But that’s right, we’ve got a problem.

	Here’s the strange irony. Even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as George Whitefield is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here.

	Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like George

	Whitefield get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I keep fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s joy. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” But folks, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life of experiencing God’s joy, like George Whitefield had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s precisely why we’re going to begin a new study called, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days, Experiencing God’s Joy.” What we are going to do is take a look at several different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ, like George Whitefield had. Why? Because think of the timing. We just finished approximately 80 weeks on Bible Prophecy, in the last couple years, that clearly showed us we’re living in the Last Days.

	 

	
So, the logical conclusion is what? Sit around and do nothing? No! Store up survival gear and build a bug out shelter! No! Freak out and run? No! Let’s get the Gospel out as much as you can! Don’t get to heaven empty handed!

	God’s not willing that any should perish but everyone come to repentance. He leaves you and I behind in the meantime, so we can get the Gospel out and let others know there’s a way out of this mess! But here’s the problem, unlike George Whitefield, who obviously had a heart for evangelism, we either don’t evangelize, even though we know we’re living in the Last Days, or when we do, we mess it up because we don’t back it up with our lives! We give people a rotten advertisement for Jesus! How? By our countenance it’s all messed up.

	Let’s be honest folks. There’s nothing worse than somebody telling you about Jesus but they’re all grumpy, and mean, and depressed, whining and complaining all the time, right? That’s rotten advertisement! Hey, come to Jesus He’s great!

	BLAH, BLAH, BLAH! Being a Christian is so wonderful CRY, CRY, CRY! Folks, that’s not the best advertisement. And here’s the Good News, it doesn’t have to be that way.

	 

	The 1st key that will unlock The Christians Guide to Living is when you and I finally learn How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	Even though this is clear all over Scripture, have you noticed how people are always looking for some sort of quick fix solution to all their problems instead of experiencing God’s joy? Have you noticed that? I mean, think about it. Nobody wants to take the time or effort to discover where true Biblical lasting joy comes from. They’d rather pop any pill or pay any price just, so they can be happy. In fact, it getting so bad, they’ve now come out with some supposed new miracle drugs that are supposed to get rid of all our problems, just like that?

	Don’t believe me? Let’s take a look.

	 

	
		[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\23301C60.tmp]DIRECTRA – A dose of this drug given to men before leaving in a car will cause them to stop and ask for directions when they get lost.

		PROJECTEROL – Men given this experimental new drug were far more likely to actually finish a household repair project before starting a new one.



	 

	

		COMPLIMENTAFEN – In clinical trials, men were actually able to notice that their wives had a new hairstyle.

		BUYAGRA SUPRESSANT– Upon taking this drug, women were reported to be able resist any and all shopping urges no matter how good the sale was.

		EXTRA-STRENGTH SPORTACON - This drug had the strange effect of making men want to turn off televised sports and actually converse with other family members.

		LIDICILLIN – This drug caused men to lower toilet seats without even having to be told.

		ANTIBOYOTICS – When administered to teenage girls, this drug is highly effective in improving grades, freeing up phone lines, and reducing money spent on make-up.

		ST. MOM’S WORT – A plant extract that treats mom’s depression by rendering preschooler’s unconscious for up to six hours.

		ANTI-TALKSIDENT – A spray carried in a purse or wallet to be used on anyone too eager to share their life stories with total strangers.

		NAGAMET – When administered to a husband, this drug provides the same irritation as nagging on him all weekend, saving the wife the time and trouble of doing it herself.



	 

	Now folks, how many of you would actually be tempted to buy one of those new miracle drugs? I think we all would. But here’s my point. Deep down inside, we all know, even as Christians, that we can’t buy happiness, right? That doesn’t keep us from trying does it? No! And it’s one thing for the world to do this, but the Church? Give me a break! But again, this is the great news! The Bible promises something way better than happiness. It’s called joy. Why?

	Because worldly happiness is a temporary excitement that’s based on external circumstances. But Biblical joy is a permanent gladness regardless of external circumstances. And

	[image: Image]here’s the irony. This kind of joy is not only free for the asking, but available to any and all who would call upon the Lord. That’s How You Experience God’s Joy! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	
John 15:5-11 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”

	 

	According to our text, it’s pretty clear. Jesus declares to you and me that when we simply come to Him and remain in Him and His love that He personally gives us His what? His joy, right? Why? So that our joy may be complete. In fact, the Greek literally says, “to be made full or literally filled to the top.” So, I ask you the question, How are you doing? Are you filled to the top with joy? Or are you still scraping the bottom looking for happiness?” And how is that affecting your witness? Maybe it’s just me, but I think the answer’s pretty

	[image: Image]obvious. Most of the faces of the American Church today looks like we’ve been sucking on lemons, eating sour pickles, and prunes!

	Therefore, if we’re ever going to experience God’s joy, and be that positive witness in these Last Days, I’d say we better look at some ways we get tricked and seduced into

	seeking a temporary happiness instead of Biblical joy.

	 

	The 1st way we get tricked and seduced into missing out on God’s Joy is by

	Seeking Happiness in Things Instead of Joy from the King.

	 

	And the 1st thing we’re tempted to find happiness in is Perfect Comforts

	 

	Here’s how it works. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness that all the new frills in life has to offer, i.e. material products. For instance, we’ve been conditioned to say something like this, “I’ll be happy when I get that new car.” But folks, pretty soon that new car smell fades away. And guess what? Your happiness fades away

	 

	
too. Oh, but we don’t stop there. Are you kidding me? Then we say, “I’ll be happy when I get that new wardrobe.” But people, eventually that new wardrobe wears out. And guess what? Your happiness wears out too. But we still don’t stop there. Then we say, “I’ll be happy when I get that new house.” But people, sooner or later that new house starts to fall apart. And so, guess what? Your happiness falls apart too. People we’ve got to wake up! There’s nothing wrong with being happy about a new car, or new wardrobe, or even a new house. Go ahead and enjoy them. But here’s the point. Don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why? Because perfect comforts don’t last forever.

	 

	Habakkuk 3:17-18 “Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vine; even though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the LORD! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation.”

	 

	People, the Bible is clear. Comforts come, and comforts go, and so does trying to find happiness in them. But if you would just seek joy in God, then you’ll be able to rejoice, even if all the crops and cows have been taken away.

	So, I ask you, “Which one would you rather have?” And how could that improve your witness? Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd thing we’re tempted to find happiness in is in a Perfect Future.

	 

	[image: Image]Here’s what we do.

	Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in a fortunate vocation. For instance, we say, “I’ll be happy when I get that new raise.” But folks, how many of you already realized that it doesn’t take long for that new raise to get eaten up by new bills, right? And so, guess what? Your happiness gets eaten up too. But we don’t

	stop there. Nosiree! We say something like this, “I’ll be happy when I get that

	 

	
new job.” But people, hello, how many of you have learned this one. Sometimes you leave that one job with one bad boss, only to discover that the new job has two who are dragging you down. And guess what? Your happiness gets dragged down too. People we have got to wake up! There’s nothing wrong with being happy about a new raise, or even a new job. Go ahead and enjoy them. But here’s the point. Don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why? Because perfect futures don’t last forever.

	 

	James 4:13-14 “Come now, you who say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a city and spend a year there and carry on our business and make money. Yet you do not know [the least thing] about what may happen tomorrow. What is the nature of your life? You are [really] but a wisp of vapor (a puff of smoke, a mist) that is visible for a little while and then disappears [into thin air].”

	The Bible is clear. We don’t even know if we’re going to be alive tomorrow let alone even go to work tomorrow. And granted, to some of us, that might come as a big relief. But here’s the point. If you keep projecting your happiness in a so-called new future, you might wake up one day to discover your future has disappeared into thin air. It’s over! And that’s why employment comes, and employment goes, and so does trying to find happiness in them. But if you would just seek joy in God, you’ll be able to rejoice, even if your vocation never changes. And so, I ask you, “Which would you rather have?” And how could that improve your witness? Oh, but that’s still not all.

	 

	The 3rd thing we’re tempted to find happiness in is a Perfect Trip.

	 

	[image: Image]And here’s what we do. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in a fancy vacation or that’s right, a fabulous move.

	For instance, we say, “I’ll be happy when I can go on a new vacation like Disneyland or some Tropical Island.” But

	folks, if you’re anything like me, Mickey Mouse starts to get on your nerves after a while. Three days of $14.00-dollar popcorns and $9.00 cokes makes you kind of goofy, in fact you’re looking for Goofy to try to choke him! Okay, just kidding, it’s not me, it’s my wife! And sailing to a Tropical Island ain’t all it’s

	 

	
cracked up to be. And guess what? Your happiness starts to sail away too. Oh, but we don’t stop there. No! We say something like this, “I’ll be happy when I can get into a new location.” But folks hello, just because you leave one place for another doesn’t mean all your problems will go away. Why? Because have you noticed how you always have to take yourself with you wherever you go? It’s kind of like a packaged deal. But anyway, here’s the point. You might have a new location but after all the dust settles, you’ve still got the same old problems, right? And so, guess what? Your happiness settles too. People we’ve got to wake up! There’s nothing wrong with being happy about a vacation, or even a new location. Go ahead and enjoy them. Just don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Because not all trips, turn out like you want them to, they’re often full of surprises, like this lady found out.

	 

	“A Canadian couple needed a vacation in a warm climate after a very cold winter in Canada, and so they booked a suite at an exclusive, Arizona desert resort, not too far from us here in Vegas.

	 

	But because of a last-minute business meeting, the wife had to leave a day later than her husband.

	 

	After an early flight and checking into the resort, the husband unpacked his new notebook computer and sent his wife a quick email. But his fingers found the new keyboard a little awkward at first and so he got one letter wrong in his wife’s email address.

	 

	Without seeing the mistake, he went ahead and sent the email.

	 

	[image: Image]Well meanwhile, in Texas, a widow has just returned from her husband’s funeral. He had been the Pastor of a large Church who had suddenly died from a heart attack.

	 

	So, she sat down to check her email at home, expecting to see some more consoling messages

	from Church members. But instead, after she read the first one, she screamed and passed out! It read this:

	 

	
To: My Loving Wife Subject: I’ve Arrived

	 

	“I know you’re surprised to hear from me, but they have computers here now and you’re allowed to send emails to your loved ones. I’ve been told by the management that everything has been prepared for your arrival here tomorrow.

	P.S. It sure it hot down here!”

	 

	Now folks, how many of you would say that lady got the surprise of her life, you know what I’m saying? Yeah, thinking her husband was in hell and she was headed there soon, kind of messed it up, didn’t it? These kinds of miscommunications, these kind of problems and surprises, happen all the time on trips! Why? Because perfect trips don’t last forever.

	 

	Proverbs 13:12 “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but when dreams come true, there is life and joy.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. There is joy when dreams come true. Hello! Of course, we know that! But the problem is that our dreams don’t always turn out like we’d want them to, right? If you keep deferring your hope and happiness in a new place, you might end up heartsick and shocked like that lady! And this is why trips come and travels go, and so does trying to find happiness in them. But if you would just seek joy in God, then you’ll be able to rejoice, even if your location never changes. So, I ask you, “Which one would you rather have?” And how could that improve your witness?

	 

	The 4th thing we’re tempted to find happiness in is in a Perfect Bank Account.

	 

	[image: Image]Here’s what we do. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to seek temporary happiness in an overflowing fortune. That’s right, we often say, “I’ll be happy when I get that next thousand dollars.” But people, that first thousand dollars that seemed so big a few years ago has now shrunk from inflation, right? So, guess what? Your

	 

	
happiness shrinks too. But we don’t stop there. Nosiree! We say, “I’ll be happy when I get that next retirement plan.” But people, one plummet from the stock market and your whole financial future could bottom out overnight. So, guess what? Your happiness bottoms out too.

	People, we have got to wake up! We’re getting robbed! There’s nothing wrong with being happy about saving a thousand dollars, or even having a retirement plan. Go ahead and enjoy them. But don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why? Because Perfect Bank Accounts don’t last forever, and they can’t provide us with lasting joy. For those of you who don’t believe me, let’s ask some of the richest men in the world.

	 

	In 1923, a very important meeting was held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago.

	 

	In attendance were nine of the world’s most successful financiers, men who had found the secret of making money. Now, decades later, let us see what happened to these men.

	 

	[image: Image result for charles schwab steel industry]The president of the largest independent steel company, Charles Schwab, died bankrupt and lived on borrowed money for five years before his death.

	 

	The president of the largest utility company, Samuel Insull, died a fugitive from justice and penniless in a foreign land.

	 

	The president of the largest gas company,

	Howard Hopson, went insane.

	 

	The greatest wheat speculator, Arthur Cotton, died abroad, insolvent.

	 

	The president of the New York Stock exchange,

	Richard Whitney, spent time in the famous Sing-Sing Penitentiary.

	 

	
[image: Image result for jesse livermore]The member of the President’s Cabinet, Albert Fall, was pardoned from prison so that he could die at home.

	 

	The greatest ‘bear’ on Wall Street,

	Jesse Livermore, died a suicide.

	 

	The head of the greatest monopoly,

	Ivan Krueger, died a suicide.

	 

	The president of the Bank of International Settlements, Leon Fraser, died a suicide.

	 

	All of these men learned well the art of making money, but not one

	learned how to live. And might I add, neither were their lives filled with joy.2

	 

	When are we going to learn that no matter how big your bank account gets, there is no guarantee that you’re ever, ever, ever, going to be happy. In fact, it looks to me like it makes things worse not better! And that’s exactly why the Bible has a better way.

	 

	Corinthians 8:1-2 “And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.”

	 

	People, the Bible is clear. Money comes, and money goes, and so does trying to find happiness in it. But the Bible declares to you and I that even if you find yourself in extreme poverty, you can still have an overflowing joy. How? If you seek it in the Lord. So, I ask you one last time, “Which one would you rather have?” And how could that improve your witness? Don’t you see what’s going on here? This isn’t just about joy. It’s about being a witness! That’s why we’re still here. You see, the devil does not want you to be joyful in God. Are you kidding me? He wants you to be mad at God! He wants you to join him by shaking a fist at God by accusing Him saying, “God You’re no good. You don’t know what You’re doing. And I’m going to scream and shout until I get it my way and the things that make me happy!” And folks, lest you think there’s no way to go through life with a smile on your face for Jesus and keep sharing the Gospel being a positive witness for Jesus, let’s once again take a look at the life

	 

	
of George Whitefield. Did he have a perfect life? Did things always go his way? Are you kidding! Let’s not just look at the fruit. Let’s now look at the pain.

	 

	[image: Related image]“George Whitefield was not only the youngest of seven children, but his father died when he was only two years old. Therefore, his widowed mother constantly struggled to keep the family together. Then to make matters worse, he contracted a really bad case of measles, which left him squint-eyed the rest of his life.

	 

	But it didn’t stop there. Shortly after he was saved, he preached his very first sermon where he

	was not only mocked, but people complained to the Bishop that he, “Drove fifteen people mad with his sermon.”

	 

	In fact, many times while he preached we has “honored” with having stones, dirt, rotten eggs and pieces of dead cats thrown at him. In fact, one time he was struck on the head by stones and knocked off a table that he had been preaching on whereupon a mob gathered intending to kill him.

	 

	Then, his so-called friends not only ran off and left him behind, but he barely escaped with his life walking nearly a half a mile alone, while rioters threw great showers of stones upon him from every direction until he was covered

	with blood. Then a man proceeded to beat George Whitefield unmercifully with a gold-headed cane until he was almost unconscious.

	 

	But that’s still not all! He was even accused of misappropriating funds, which he himself had collected. And later he got married but one of his children died when they were only four months old.

	 

	And his ministry life wasn’t a piece of cake either. He spent over two years of his life traveling on water and in one year he traveled 800 miles on horseback. In

	fact, so many times did George Whitefield seek the power of God through fasting

	 

	
and prayer days and weeks at a time, that it began to undermine his health to the point that he was never a well man again.

	 

	And at least once he had to sell all his earthly possessions in order to pay for the orphanage that he started as well as provide for his elderly mother. In fact, so much so, that when he died, he did so as a complete pauper.

	 

	Everything he had was spent for the Lord who saved his soul.”3

	 

	If anyone had a “right” to be sour and mad towards God and refuse to witness for Him, it was George Whitefield, right? But what did he do?

	Somewhere along the line he had a choice to make. And apparently, he chose right! He chose once and for all not to scream and shout against God but to rejoice in God! And that’s the secret to Experiencing God’s Joy. Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of reading the Bible in one hand and looking at your life and saying, “Man, something’s missing here. Something does not compute. What is going on? Then maybe you too need to discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	Stop living a life that is ungrateful and a bad advertisement for Jesus and start living a life that rejoices in God with your face! And folks, I’m here to tell you, once you do, you’re going to discover just like that, that you just got empowered to finally Experience God’s Joy. And God will use you, just like George Whitefield, to save tons of souls in these Last Days. That’s why we’re here!

	Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Two

	————————————

	Seeking Happiness in Behavior

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“She may have started out blind, but once this lady was saved, she became one of the greatest hymn writers of all time. And it all started when she was a child at the age of six weeks that she came down with a cold, which caused her eyes to become inflamed.

	 

	So, her family sought out their regular doctor, but he wasn’t available, and another doctor was called in who decided to treat her eyes with a heat pack. But it was this procedure that destroyed her vision. In fact, after that fiasco, the doctor immediately hurried up and left town.

	 

	As she grew up, she harbored no resentment and cheerfully accepted her lot as simply the will of God. In fact, she’d been a “religious person” from childhood on, but it wasn’t until she was thirty-one years old that she actually got saved.

	 

	It began one night with a dream. And in that dream, a friend of hers, who seemed to be dying, asked her this question, ‘Will you meet me in heaven?’ And it was this question that not only got her to thinking about life, but it became the very tool that God used to save her soul.

	 

	It didn’t take long for the hymns of praise to begin to flow from her heart. Songs such as, “Blessed Assurance” “Draw Me Nearer” “Praise Him Praise Him” “To God Be the Glory” and “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” just to name a few. In

	 

	
fact, when all was said and done, this one Christian woman wrote over 8,000 hymns with over 50 million copies being shared across the world.

	 

	In fact, to show you where her true source of joy was, one time a preacher said to her, ‘I think it’s a great pity that the Master did not give you sight when He showered you with so many other gifts.’ To which this woman replied, ‘Do you know that at birth, if I had been able to make one petition, it would have been that I should be born blind? Why? Because when I get to heaven, the first face

	that will ever gladden my sight will be face of my Savior.”

	 

	And so, at the age of 95, she got to do just that. She got to see Jesus, her Savior, face to face. Her name of course was Fanny Crosby.1

	 

	[image: Fanny Crosby]Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Fanny Crosby had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say that is Experiencing God’s Joy, amen? But that’s right folks, as we saw last week, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as

	much His children as Fanny Crosby was, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here, something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Fanny Crosby get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s joy. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” But again, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like Fanny Crosby had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s precisely why we’re going to continue in our study, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days,

	Experiencing God’s Joy”.

	 

	And what we’re doing is taking a look at different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Jesus

	 

	
Christ like Fanny Crosby had. Last time we read the 1st key that will unlock The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I finally learn How to Experience God’s Joy. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s go back to our opening text from the last chapter and drill it into our heads “how to experience God’s Joy!

	 

	John 15:9-11 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”

	 

	Now, according to our text, once again, Jesus declares to you and me that when we simply come to Him and remain in Him and His love that He personally gives us His what? His joy, right? In fact, so much so that it’s going to be complete or literally in the Greek, “To be made full or literally filled to the top.” No skimping from God! But here’s the problem, as we saw last time, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness that’s based on external circumstances, instead of this Biblical joy, a permanent gladness, regardless of external circumstances. Why? So, we will be a rotten advertisement for Jesus in these last days! We might share with Gospel, but we ruin it with our countenance!

	 

	The 1st way we get tricked into missing out on God’s Joy and thereby no longer being that positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days is by Seeking Happiness in Things Instead of Joy from the King.

	 

	We saw that instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts us to find happiness in is perfect comforts, perfect futures, perfect trips, and even perfect bank accounts. What we saw was, not only can those things not provide you with joy but, they actually make things worse! Just ask some of the richest men in the world who died utterly miserable! But that’s still not all.

	 

	The 2nd way we get tricked into missing out on God’s Joy and being a bad witness for Jesus in these Last Days is by Seeking Happiness in Behavior instead of Joy from the Savior.

	 

	The 1st behavior we’re tempted to find happiness in is a Perfect Body.

	 

	
Seriously, tell me that’s not the mantra of our world today! If only I had a “perfect body” that’s when I’ll be happy! And folks, I’m not talking just about people in the world, hello, I’m talking about people in the Church! Correct me if I’m wrong, but it’s gotten so bad that people, yes even in the Church, will buy any book and pop any vitamin jump on any latest craze just to have that so-called perfect body. But people, when are we going to learn, I don’t care how many pills you pop and how many vitamins you ingest, you’re not going to stop the inevitable! Sooner or later, wake up, you are going to start falling apart.

	For instance, one morning you’re going to wake up and realize that the twinkle in your eye is merely a reflection from the sun on your bifocals. Your wild oats have turned into Prunes and All Bran. In fact, you had a dream about Prunes! And your knees might buckle but your belt won’t. And your idea of weightlifting is just standing up. Your happy hour has now become a nap. And your idea of a night out is sitting on the patio. Your address book mostly contains

	[image: https://cdn2.vectorstock.com/i/thumb-large/67/11/cartoon-old-people-happy-aged-citizens-disabled-vector-21386711.jpg]names that start with Dr. Your ears have more hair than on than your head! And when you have a party, the neighbors don't even realize it. In fact, people call you at 9PM and say, “Did I wake you?” That’s right folks, the ultimate sign is when you realize the little old gray-haired lady you helped across the street is your wife. Face it people, one day that’s going to be you! Deep down inside, we all know, even as Christians, that we aren’t guaranteed a perfect body, right? Time is going to catch up with us, right? But here’s the point. That doesn’t keep us from trying though does it? No! So,

	here’s what we do! Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in a fabulous physique. For instance, we often say, “I’ll be happy when I go on that perfect diet.” But folks, haven’t you learned, pretty soon that perfect diet gives way to the next perfect diet, and the next one, and the next one. It never ends, does it? And so, guess what? Your search for happiness never ends too.

	Oh, but we don’t stop there. Nosiree! We say, “I’ll be happy when I get that perfect health.” That’s right! If I only had perfect health, that’s when I’ll be happy! But people, I don’t know if you’ve noticed a pattern yet, but once you

	 

	
finally get rid of that one health problem, sooner or later, what happens? You come down with another one, right? Why? Because our bodies this side of heaven are not destined to last forever, and neither is our health. And until we realize this, our lives are always going to be filled with a lot of unnecessary pain, like it was for this lady.

	 

	“One day there was a lady who was having some health problems and she was hurting all over, so she went to the doctor.

	 

	And when she got there the doctor asked, ‘Well, what seems to be the problem. Where are you hurting?’

	 

	And the lady said, ‘I’m hurting everywhere doctor. See?’

	 

	[image: Image result for woman pointing finger at her body]So, she proceeded to touch her arm and cried, ‘OUCH!’

	 

	Then she touched her leg and said, ‘OUCH!’

	 

	Then she touched her nose and screamed, ‘OUCH!’

	 

	‘See doctor?’ she cried, ‘I’m hurting all over!’

	 

	And the doctor replied, ‘Lady, you've got a broken finger!’”

	 

	Now, how many of you would say that lady was causing a lot of unnecessary pain in her life? That’s right. All her poking around was creating a whole bunch of problems, wasn’t it? And people, I’m telling you, it’s the same thing with you and I when we poke around here, and we poke around there, “If I only had this diet…ouch!” or “If I only had this vitamin…ouch!” If I only had this healing…ouch!” On and on it goes! This is not Heaven! Heaven comes later! And the longer you wait to realize this, you’re not just causing yourself a lot of unnecessary pain, you’re actually headed for a rude awakening! One day your search for a so-called fountain of youth is going to turn into a waterfall of wrinkles. And so, guess what? Your happiness wrinkles up too.

	 

	
People don’t misunderstand me. There’s nothing wrong with being happy about eating right or having good health. Go ahead and enjoy them while you can. But just don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why? Because Perfect Body’s don’t last forever.

	 

	1 Peter 1:24 “As the prophet says, ‘People are like grass that dies away; their beauty fades as quickly as the beauty of wildflowers.’”

	 

	The Bible is clear. Flabbiness comes, and muscle tone goes, and so does trying to find happiness in them. But if you seek joy in God, you’re going to be able to rejoice, even if all our youthfulness has faded away? So, I ask you, “Which would you rather have?” And how could that improve your witness…as you get older…when people seem to justify being a grumpy person?

	 

	The 2nd Behavior we’re tempted to find happiness in is a Perfect Relationship.

	 

	[image: Image]Here’s what we do. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in a fantastic companion. For instance, we often say, “I’ll be happy when I get that perfect friend.” But people, haven’t you learned, there is no perfect friendship. Why? Because haven’t you noticed how every friendship involves you and I? And because of that, we have a tendency

	to mess them up, don’t we? So, guess what? Your happiness gets messed up too. Then we say, “I’ll be happy when I get that perfect marriage.” But people I hope that none of us here are kidding ourselves thinking that there’s such a thing as a perfect marriage. In fact, Brandie and I learned this the hard way in our first year of marriage.

	 

	You see, we had these great expectations of being two people in a romantic carriage riding off into the sunset, only to discover we were actually two bulls in a china shop riding around in an 80 El Camino. And people, it didn’t take me long to find out that the reason why I was having so much trouble was because I married a sinner. And then Brandie figured out even faster that the

	 

	
reason why she was having so much trouble was because she married and even bigger sinner then herself. Yeah, go figure! And boy, you talk about self-inflicted pain! We all know the Bible clearly says there is no perfect spouse because of the sin nature, but for some reason, we still think our spouse is going to walk on water and meet our every need, like this guy.

	 

	“One day a man was sharing with his buddy at work how when he got married, the first thing he did was to let it be known that he expected his wife to cook him a full breakfast each and every morning.

	 

	Well, the co-worker couldn’t believe it. His wife never cooked him a breakfast in all the years they’d been married.

	 

	Then the first man continued, ‘In fact, over the years I started feeling sorry for her as she slaved over that hot stove, so I decided to help her out.”

	[image: Image result for man cooking breakfast]‘Well, what did you do?’ asked the co-worker. And the first man replied, ‘Well,

	I began to watch my wife’s routine at breakfast over the next few years. And one day, while I was sipping my coffee, I noticed she was wasting a lot of time by making a lot of unnecessary trips between the refrigerator, stove, table and cabinets, by carrying one item at a time.

	 

	So, one day I told her, ‘Honey, why don’t you try carrying several things at once?’

	 

	And the co-worker asked, ‘Well, did it save her time?’

	 

	And the man replied, ‘Actually,

	yes. It used to take her 20 minutes to make breakfast. Now I do it in seven.’”

	 

	
Would you say that guy should have just kept his mouth shut and appreciated the way things were, you know what I’m saying? Man, he had a great thing going there but he blew it, didn’t he? But people, I’m telling you we’re going to do the exact same thing, if we keep placing these false expectations on our spouses, thinking somehow, they’re going to walk on water, instead just appreciating them for who they are. In fact, the longer you persist, you might not only wake up to discover that your happiness is gone, but so is your relationship! Why? Because you ignored what the Scripture said! That there is no perfect person therefore there is no perfect relationship! Don’t get me wrong! There’s nothing wrong with being happy about a friendship or even a marriage. Go ahead and enjoy them while you got them. But just don’t make the mistake of placing your ultimate joy in them. Because perfect relationships aren’t guaranteed.

	Besides, the Bible’s got a better way!

	 

	2 Corinthians 6:8,10 “We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or praise us. Our hearts ache, but we always have joy.”

	 

	If you think that people will ever live up to your expectations or ever treat you the way you’d like to be treated, then you are going to end up with a heartache. But if you seek joy in God, you’re going to be able to rejoice, even if your relationships never change. And so, I ask you, “Which would you rather have?” And how could that improve your witness?

	 

	The 3rd behavior we’re tempted to find happiness in is in a Perfect Life.

	 

	Here’s what we do with this one. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to seek temporary happiness in a pain-free existence. For instance, we often say, “I’ll be happy when I get rid of all my problems.” But, when in the world are we going to learn that this is not heaven,

	[image: Image]heaven comes later. This is a sinful rotten world full of sinful rotten problems and so guess what? Sooner or later, you’re going to have problems. Your happiness is going to rot as well! So, then we say, “I’ll be happy when I get rid of all my pain.” If there’s one thing the Bible never promises, it’s a pain-free life. And as long as we live under this illusion, our happiness will also be an illusion. Don’t get

	me wrong! There’s nothing wrong with being happy about being able to solve

	 

	
some problems. There’s nothing wrong with being happy about being able to soothe some pain. Go ahead and enjoy it while it lasts. Just don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why? Because perfect lives on this side of heaven are not guaranteed. And the point isn’t in trying to create some sort of pain-free life. That’s impossible. The point is to know what to do when they do come. And what we need to do is ask ourselves four questions in the midst of our pain.

	 

	The 1st question is “Lord, what are You trying to teach me?” And people, it’s this question that reminds us of God’s sovereignty and that He is in full control of everything, yes, even of our problems.

	 

	Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

	 

	Even though you and I may never see it or understand it at that time, our problems must serve a good and loving purpose. Why? Because a good and loving God is in full control.

	 

	The 2nd question we need to ask is, “Lord, how can I please You in this?”

	 

	This is a question that reminds us of our personal responsibility that we have towards God in any situation. You see, I am not responsible for another person’s behavior, but I am accountable to God for my reactions to their behavior. And here’s the point. I can remind myself all day long that God is a good and loving God and that He’s fully sovereign but if I don’t acknowledge my personal responsibility, I can miss the lesson He intends for me and end up taking another lap. Why? Because that’s why God orchestrated the event in the first place, to make me stronger not weaker. But if you miss it, He’s faithful. You’re going to have to go through it again. You’re going to have to take another lap.

	Why? Because He’s more concerned about our character than our comfort. And folks, I don’t know about you, but I hate taking laps! Here is the point, get it right the first time! Acknowledge your responsibility!

	 

	The 3rd question we need to ask is, “How would my attitude change if I knew I was going to meet the Lord five minutes?”

	 

	This question that has a way of putting our problems into the proper perspective. You see folks, many times we encounter difficulties and we get this

	 

	
tunnel vision and we allow our problems to become all that we can see. And once

	[image: Is This Your Last Day?]that happens, we lose perspective and our problems become bigger than life. But, if we would just realize that we really could be meeting Jesus is five minutes, because nobody knows except God, then instantly we realize, “Well hey, since you put it like that, I guess it’s really not that big of a deal? I mean in the grand scheme of things it’s not worth getting worked up over.” I’m telling you, it’s something as simple as putting your problems into this eternal perspective that instantly releases the pressure. But that’s still not all.

	 

	The final and most important response is this, “Lord, choose to embrace this.”

	 

	You see, I can acknowledge that God is a good and loving God and that He’s got a great purpose in everything and that in the grand scheme of things it’s not that big of a deal, but I can still blow it if I don’t embrace it. And it’s this final statement of embracing our problems, not denying them, not trying to avoid them, that enables you and I to discover a joy in the midst of them. And that’s exactly what James was trying to tell us.

	 

	James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops

	 

	
perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

	 

	When we can finally see that all of our problems exist for a higher purpose, then guess what? We really can consider them pure joy. Why? Because we can finally see they exist to make us better not bitter! And it’s only when we choose to embrace all of our pain that we are finally in a position to transcend our pain, like this man.

	 

	“Dr. Viktor Frankl not only was imprisoned by the Nazis in World War II simply because he was a Jew, but his wife, children, and his parents were all killed in

	[image: Image result for viktor frankl]the holocaust.

	And one day, the Gestapo actually made him strip and stand before them totally naked. And as they then proceeded to cut away his wedding band, Viktor said to himself,

	‘You can take away my wife, you can take away my children, you can strip me of

	my clothes and my freedom, but there is one thing no person can ever take away from me – and that is my freedom to choose how I will react to what happens to me!’2

	When in the world are we ever going to learn that even under the worst of circumstances, joy is still a choice that will transform our tragedies into triumphs. How? If you seek it in God. Oh people, don’t you see what’s going on here? Not all of our battles are against flesh and blood. This isn’t just about joy. It’s about being a witness! The devil does not want you to be joyful in God. Are you kidding me? He wants you to be mad at God! He wants you to join him by shaking a fist at God by accusing Him saying, “God You’re no good. You don’t know what You’re doing. I’m going to be a grumpy, mad, and sour rotten witness until I get my perfect body, perfect relationship, and perfect life so I can be happy!” And for those of you who think there’s no way to go through life with a constant joy from the Lord, without these things the world says you need to have, let’s remind ourselves again of another Christian man.

	 

	
His name is Nick Vujicic and he absolutely radiates the joy of the Lord. WHY? Because he had a perfect life and a perfect body and things always go his way? No! Let’s take a look at what Nick has had to go through and yet he still has an amazing joy from God, and God is using that to save tons of souls!

	 

	“My name is Nick Vujicic, and as you can see I have no arms and no legs. We know that God is a Great God. We know that God is love. But the question that I had in my life, now at the age of 24, was understanding the love of God in my life. When I was a child, I didn’t understand his love for me. For if God loves me then why does he let me go through pain.

	 

	Why does he not change our circumstance? We all have our cross to bear, we all have something to carry. We all have a circumstance. But we forget that the goodness of God is in His faithfulness. That He doesn’t let anything happen without a reason. In Romans 8:28 He says, ‘All things come together for the good for those who love Him.’ Even the worst part of your life God can use for good. How do I know that? Well first of all the Bible says so and second of all I see it now. I see the good. Did I see it when I was a child? No. Did my parents see the good in their son being born without arms and legs?

	 

	At first, No. But just because you can’t see the purpose, yet it doesn’t mean it’s not coming. Amen? You know when you go to a train station and you look down

	[image: Image]the railway? Do you say the trains not here I’m leaving?

	No. You wait for the train because the schedule

	says it’s going to come.

	While you wait for the purpose and the good because guess who says it’s going to come?

	 

	
God! Do you think that God is reliable? Yes. He never fails. That’s what the

	Bible says. Just because you don’t understand it, it doesn’t mean it’s not there or it’s not coming. It’s hard though to trust. But don’t you see that this is where the victory lies.

	 

	This is when we are transformed, when we invite God into our life we become more than conquerors. What does that mean? That my circumstance is not going to conquer me. In fact, I don’t even need to worry about not having arms and legs, I already have victory. Why? Because I trust in God’s grace, I trust in God’s perfection, when He says, no. So, I can’t guarantee you this morning that God is going to change every single circumstance because He didn’t change mine. But I’m here today to tell you this, that if he doesn’t choose to change your circumstance, don’t let the enemy steal your joy.3

	 

	[image: https://www.attitudeisaltitude.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/unsupportable.jpg]“You may have thanked God for your many blessings, but what if God seems to be unfair to you in some

	ways? What if He dealt you an overwhelming impediment for life? It wasn’t until I saw Nick Vujicic’s story that such thoughts ever entered my mind. He is an amazing inspiration.

	 

	Nick is a young man of 22 years of age. He is a resident of suburban Brisbane, Queensland. He has a positive approach to life and is outgoing and friendly, with a happy and cheerful personality. He has a smile that makes anyone feel comforted and at ease. But life hasn’t been easy for him.

	 

	His parents, both lifelong Christians, had eagerly

	anticipated the birth of Nick Vujicic, their first child. Nick Vujicic was born on

	 

	
the morning of the 4th of December 1982 in Melbourne, Australia. However, the last two words on the minds of his parents was ‘Praise God!’

	 

	That is because their firstborn son had been born without limbs! All his mother could say was, ‘Please, take him away!’

	 

	The whole church mourned over his birth and Nick Vujicic parents were

	absolutely devastated. Everyone asked, ‘If God is a God of Love, then why would God let something this bad happen to not just anyone, but dedicated Christians?’ Nick’s father thought the baby wouldn’t survive for very long, but tests proved that Nick Vujicic was a healthy baby boy just with a few limbs missing i.e. no legs, no arms.

	 

	Understandably, Nick’s parents had strong concern and evident fears of what kind of life he would be able to lead. The first biggest hurdle was for his parents to be at peace and trusting that God was in control. It took them a number of months of tears, questions and grief before that complete trust overtook their hearts. God provided them strength, wisdom and courage through those early years and soon after that Nick was old enough to go to school.

	 

	[image: Image]Nick Vujicic was one of the first disabled students to be integrated into a main- stream school. Nick liked going to school, and just try to live life like everyone else. But it was in his early years of school where he encountered uncomfortable times of feeling rejected, weird and bullied because of

	his physical difference. It was very hard for him to get used to, but with the support of his parents, he started to develop attitudes and values, which helped him overcome these challenging times.

	 

	He knew that he was different, but on the inside, he was just like everyone else.

	There were many times when Nick felt so low that he wouldn’t go to school, so he didn’t have to face all the negative attention. Nick was encouraged by his parents to ignore them and to try start making friends by just talking with some kids.

	 

	
Soon the students realized that Nick Vujicic was just like them and starting there, God kept on blessing him with new friends.

	 

	There were times when Nick felt depressed and angry because he couldn’t change the way he was or blame anyone for that matter. Nick went to Sunday School and learned that God loves us all and that He cares for you. Due to his emotional struggles, he had experienced bullying, self-esteem problems and loneliness, God has implanted a passion of sharing his story and experiences to help others cope with whatever challenges they have in their life and let God turn it into a blessing.

	 

	One of the first lessons that he learned was not to take things for granted. Nick Vujicic had that wakeup call around the age of twelve and realized just how much he was blessed with. He took his foot for granted, his family, and the fact that he wasn’t born in a third world country, with all the blessings that God had freely given. Nick had complete peace knowing that God won’t let anything happen to us in our life unless He has a good purpose for it all.

	 

	Nick Vujicic completely gave his life to Christ at the age of fifteen after reading John 9. Jesus said that the reason the man was born blind was ‘so that the works of God may be revealed through Him.’ Nick truly believed that God would heal him so that Nick could be a great testimony of His Awesome Power. Later on, Nick was given the wisdom to understand that if we pray for something, if it’s God’s will, it’ll happen in His time. If it’s not God’s will for it to happen, then He has something better.

	 

	Nick Vujicic has many dreams and goals that he has set to achieve in his life. He wants to be a witness for God and be used as a vessel in both Christian and non- Christian venues. Writing several best-selling books has been one of his dreams and he hopes to finish writing his first by the end of the year. It will be called ‘No Arms, No Legs, No Worries!’”4

	 

	Nick has shared the Gospel and his testimony to over a million people in Asia, Africa, India, Australia and the U.S. with joy.

	 

	Folks, here’s the point. If anyone had a “right” to be sour and mad towards God and refuse to witness for Him, it was Nick Vujicic, right? But what did he do? Somewhere along the line he had a choice to make. And apparently, he chose right! He chose once and for all not to scream and shout against God but

	 

	
to rejoice in God! To abide in Him and seek Him! That’s the secret to Experiencing God’s Joy.

	[image: Image result for nick vujicic]

	Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of reading the Bible in one hand and looking at your life and saying, “Man, something’s missing here. Something does not compute. What is going on? Then maybe you need to learn How to Experience God’s Joy and seek Jesus every single day and abide in Him. Once you do, you’ll not only have that joy “complete” and filled to the top, but God will use you to save tons of souls, just like Nick, by being a positive witness for Him in these Last Days! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Three

	————————————

	Seeking Happiness in Personal Exaltation

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He may have called himself the ‘hayseed of the hayseeds’ but even the world described him as the greatest high-pressure, mass-conversion Christian evangelist the world or America has ever known.

	 

	It all started in Ames, Iowa where he dreamed of one day playing professional baseball. And even though for most people it remained a dream, but for this man, the dream came true. So, for the next seven years he played in the National Leagues enjoying the classic era of baseball, hotdogs, and homemade apple pie. He was on top of the world!

	 

	But one day while he was getting drunk with his teammates in Chicago, he heard the strains of a gospel tune that his mother used to sing to him being played by a tiny band across the street. And as the preacher was preaching, he simply stood up and told his friends, ‘I’m through. I am going to Jesus Christ. We’ve come to a parting of the ways.’

	 

	It didn’t take long to prove his profession. At a time when America was filled with vice and immorality, he moved from city to city, week after week, month after month, preaching on the pitfalls of sin and the people’s desperate need of forgiveness through Jesus Christ. And to the Church he didn’t hold back either.

	 

	
He told them to stop playing around with sin with words like, ‘I’m against sin. I’ll kick it as long as I’ve got a foot, and I’ll fight it as long as I’ve got a fist. I’ll butt it as long as I’ve got a head. I’ll bite it as long as I’ve got a tooth. And when I’m old and fistless and footless and toothless, I’ll gum it till I go home to Glory!’ And then he told the Church to ‘Stop goofing off with religion and do something to bring the world to Christ.’

	 

	And this man not only said that, he led the way with zeal! During his sermons he would skip, run, leap, and even fall down on the stage imitating drunkards, society women, phony preachers, and moral backsliders. Then he would pound the pulpit, jump up on the pulpit, break furniture, and stamp his feet with perspiration spinning wild from his grimacing face.

	 

	[image: Image]And it was this enthusiastic, flamboyant, and humorous style of preaching not only won him an enormous amount of exposure in the newspapers, but God used to cause a massive outpouring of interest. For instance, in just one meeting, over 2,300,000 people attended. And they didn’t just show up, they got saved. Tens of thousands of them. In fact, in just one of his revival meetings nearly 100,000 people came to Christ.

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	the way, but as many as 1,250,000 people were saved!

	



	

And through this one Christian man, he not only addressed over 100 million people without the aid of loud speakers, TV, or radio, by

	 

	
 

	In fact, for nearly 20 years, this one Christian man preached nearly 20,000 sermons until he literally “burned out” for Christ. Of course, the man’s name is, Billy Sunday.”1

	 

	
Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Billy Sunday had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say that he was experiencing God’s Joy, amen? That’s right, but as we saw in the last Chapter, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Billy Sunday was most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right.

	What’s going on? Why do these people like Billy Sunday get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s joy. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” But again, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like Billy Sunday had, is available to every to every single Christian! Turn to somebody and say…AND THAT MEANS YOU! That’s precisely why we’re going to continue in our study, ‘A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days, Experiencing God’s Joy.” What we’re doing is taking a look at different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Jesus Christ like Billy Sunday had.

	 

	The last two times we read the 1st key to unlocking the Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	In the last Chapter we read the 2nd way we get tricked into missing out on God’s Joy and thereby no longer being that positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days is by Seeking Happiness in Behavior Instead of Joy from the Savior.

	 

	We also read that instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts us to find a temporary happiness in a Perfect Bodies, Perfect Relationships, and that right, even Perfect Lives.

	 

	You talk about the ultimate pipe dream! As we saw God never promised us a perfect life this side of Heaven and as long as we fall for that lie our search for happiness is also going to be a lie! But that’s still not all.

	 

	The 3rd way we get tricked into missing out on God’s Joy is by Seeking Happiness in Personal Exaltation Instead of Joy from the Lord of All Creation.

	 

	
The 1st exaltation we’re tempted to find happiness in is in Perfect Emotions. That’s right. Don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Nehemiah 8:5-12 “Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, Amen! Amen! Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah— instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read. Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, this day is sacred to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep. For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

	Nehemiah said, Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength. The Levites calmed all the people, saying, Be still, for this is a sacred day. Do not grieve. Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.”

	 

	According to our text, I think it’s pretty clear. It is the joy of the Lord alone, that is one of our greatest sources of strength, right? I mean, how in the world can you get any clearer than that, right? But not only that. Notice what else it said. It said to rejoice in God regardless of your grieving, or in other words, your emotions! Therefore, the ability to rejoice in God is an act of your will not dependent upon your emotions! This is exactly how the enemy tricks us. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Jesus Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in fabulous sensations. For instance, we often say, “I’ll be happy when I get that perfect feeling.” But folks, if you and I start living by our feelings, we are asking for some serious heartache not happiness, stop and think about it. Our feelings are merely byproducts of our thoughts.

	For instance, let me demonstrate. If we think about something scary, we’ll start feeling what? Scared, right? Or if we think about something exciting, we’ll start to feel excited. Or if we think about some sad we start feeling sad, and on and on it goes, right?

	 

	
[image: Image]But here’s the problem. Just because we’re thinking about something, doesn’t make it true. And the

	problem is that our feelings don’t know the difference between what’s real and what’s make believe. If we’re not careful, here’s the point. We end up having what I call imaginary situations. You know, those little private conversations that pop in and out of our heads about the future. For instance, we start thinking, “I wonder if I’m going to lose my job.” Or “I wonder if

	the economy is going to slow down and I’ll lose all my savings.” Or “I wonder if my health is going to take a turn for the worst.” Our feelings don’t know the difference between reality and make believe, so if we keep thinking about a possible rotten future, they’re going to produce the proper response! You’re going to feel rotten about your future, shocker!

	Oh, but that’s not all. We not only give in to imaginary situations, we give in to imaginary conversations. For instance, we start thinking about a past event, like a bad childhood experience, or some huge disappointment in life, or even an argument we had with somebody four years ago. All of it in the past! Again, since our feelings don’t know the difference between reality and make believe, and we keep thinking about a rotten past again, guess what happens? We start feeling kind of rotten again! Your search for happiness in your emotions will end up rotten as well! There’s nothing wrong about being happy with good feelings. Go ahead and enjoy them while you got them. But just don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why? Because perfect emotions are not possible. Besides the Bible has a better way, like Paul and Silas learned.

	 

	Acts 16:22,23,25 “The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, but at about midnight, when Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, the prisoners were listening to them.”

	 

	
People of God, the Bible is clear. If Paul and Silas waited until they had that “good feeling” before they were ever going to give God praise, what would’ve happened? They never would’ve gotten around to it, would they? Absolutely not!

	[image: Image]Instead they chose to praise God regardless of their emotions.

	That’s why feelings come, and feelings go, and so does trying to find happiness in them. But if you seek joy in God, you’re going to be able to rejoice, even if your feelings never change?

	So, I ask you, “Which would you rather have?” And how would that affect your witness? Oh but that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd exaltation we’re tempted to find happiness in is in a Perfect Control.

	 

	You see, instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in a fantastic security. For instance, we often say, “I’ll be happy when people follow my priorities.” But hello, you talk about the ultimate arrogance! Just stop and think about that statement. Just because you have a list of things that are important to you, doesn’t mean there’s no room for adjustment. And unless we admit this, our search for happiness is also going to be out of adjustment. So, then we say, “I’ll be happy when people follow my plans.” But people, once again, you talk the ultimate pride! Just because you have a plan, doesn’t mean it’s the right one or the best one or the only one! And when in the world are we going to learn that just because somebody else’s plan doesn’t seem to make sense, that it doesn’t mean it won’t work, like this guy learned.

	 

	“One day these two sisters found out that they had just inherited the family ranch and were determined to keep it going. But unfortunately, after just a few years, they were in serious financial trouble.

	 

	So in order to keep the bank from repossessing the ranch, they decided to purchase a bull so that they could breed their own stock. So the first sister takes their last $600 dollars and heads out west to another ranch where a man had a prize bull for sale.

	 

	
But before she left she told her sister, ‘When I get there, if I decide to buy the bull, I’ll contact you to drive out after me and haul it home.’

	 

	So the first sister arrives at the ranch and inspects the bull, and decides she wants to buy it. So, the man tells her that she can have it for $599, and not a penny less. After paying the guy she drives to the nearest town to send her sister a telegram to tell her the good news.

	[image: Image]

	She walks into the telegraph office, and says, ‘I want to send a telegram to my sister telling her that I’ve bought a bull for our ranch. That I need her to hitch the trailer to our truck and that I need her to drive out here, so we can haul it home.’

	 

	Well, the telegraph operator explains that he’d be glad to help her but it going to cost here 99 cents a word. But the problem was, after paying for the bull, she only had $1 left which meant she could only send one word. So after thinking

	about it for a few minutes, she nods, and says, ‘I got a great plan. I want you to send her the one word, comfortable.’

	 

	Well, at this the telegraph operator shakes his head and said, ‘Lady, that doesn’t make sense. How is she ever going to know that you want her to hitch the trailer to your truck and that you want her to drive out here to haul that bull back to your ranch if you send her the one word, comfortable?’

	 

	
‘Well, you see,’ the first sister explained, ‘my sister’s a blonde and so she’ll read it very slow. COME FOR TA BULL…’”

	 

	Would you say that lady’s plan sounded kind of dumb at first didn’t it? But when all was said and done, what happened? That was some pretty smart thinking wasn’t it? It’s the same thing with you and I. Unless we can admit that we don’t know it all and that somebody else might actually have a better way of doing things, we’re never going to get out of the school of hard knocks. And so, guess what? Your happiness is going to get knocked around too. There’s nothing wrong with being happy about having good priorities or even a good plan. Go ahead and enjoy them. But just don’t make the mistake of placing your ultimate joy in them. Because perfect control is not possible. Besides the Bible has a better way, like Martha learned.

	 

	Luke 10:38-42 “As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a

	[image: Image]village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made.

	She came to him and asked, Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me! Martha, Martha, the Lord answered, you are worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better,

	and it will not be taken away from her.”

	 

	
The Bible is clear. Even though the Lord Jesus Christ Himself was right there with Martha, she still wasn’t happy, was she? No, not at all! Why? Because she was stuck on having things go her way or the highway! I’m telling you, it’s going to be the same thing with you and me! As long as we insist it’s got to be our way or the highway our lives will always be filled with worry, anxiety, or anger! We just need to….

	 

	“Many years, ago, a little boy was given a priceless possession: his deceased grandfather’s gold pocket watch. And oh, how he treasured it! But one day, while playing at his father’s ice plant, he lost the watch amid all the ice and sawdust.

	 

	So, he searched and scratched, and he was becoming frantic, but still no watch. But suddenly realized what he needed to do. He instantly stopped scurrying around and became very still. And suddenly, in the silence, he heard the watch ticking.

	 

	And so, in the same way, “God has given each of us a priceless gift of joy in Jesus. And how easy it is to lose our joy in the frantic scurrying around of life. Yet it is always there to find, if we will but pause and acknowledge the beautiful presence of Christ.”

	 

	But if you would just seek joy in God, you’re going to be able to rejoice, even if you never ever get your way or people never follow your agenda! And so, I ask you, “Which would you rather have?” And how would that affect your witness? Oh, but that’s still not all.

	 

	The 3rd exaltation we’re tempted to find happiness in is in Perfect Comments.

	 

	You talk about living in a dream world. Here’s what we do. Instead of receiving a permanent joy in Christ, this world tempts you and I to look for a temporary happiness in a fortunate appreciation. For instance, we often say, “I’ll be happy when I get nothing but compliments.” But folks, I don’t know about you, but when it comes to flattery, I’ve learned two very important things.

	First of all, only two groups of people fall for flattery, that would be men and women. And two, flattery is like soap. It’s 90% lye. Hello! I’m telling you we’re living a lie if we think that everyone’s going to always like us and give us nothing but compliments. Are you kidding me? In fact, I don’t know if you’ve learned this one or not, but if we start living for people’s compliments, it won’t

	 

	
take long before you become a slave to them. And so, guess what? Your happiness becomes enslaved too.

	So, then we say, “I’ll be happy when I get no more criticism.” But people, you talk about liar, liar, pants on fire! People, as long as we live in this sinful wicked world, there’s always going to be people who criticize us with sinful wicked words! In fact, it’s only getting worse!

	[image: Image]

	 

	I don’t know if you’ve noticed or not but our world’s not only getting extremely critical, it’s getting extremely cynical. Don’t believe me? Pay attention to the conversations! One moment you’re talking with someone and things are kind of pleasant but then the next thing you know they squeeze in something negative, something cynical.

	 

	Like this guy who said, “Hey, when I'm feeling down, I like to whistle. Because it makes the neighbor's dog run to the end of his chain and gag himself.”

	 

	Or the person who said, “Don’t walk behind me, for I may not lead. Don’t walk ahead of me, for I may not follow. And don’t walk beside me either. Would you just leave me alone!”

	 

	
Or the truck driver who said, “Hey, if you don't like my driving, don't call anyone. Just take another road, will you. That's why there’s so many of them.”

	 

	Or the husband who said, “This morning I woke up to the unmistakable scent of pigs in a blanket. I guess that's the price you pay for letting the relatives stay over.”

	 

	Or maybe it’s the person who said, “Be sure to keep your nose to the grindstone and your shoulder to the wheel, because it's a whole lot cheaper than plastic surgery.”

	 

	And finally, maybe it was the neighbor who said, “Yes, this land is your land. This land is my land. So, stay on your land, will you?”

	 

	Now folks, do those sound familiar or what? Of course! Why? Because we live in a sinful rotten world full of sinful rotten people who not only do sinful rotten things but say sinful rotten things as well! Therefore, the point is this. You are living a pipe dream if you think you can somehow go through life without ever receiving any kind of criticism. Are you kidding me? And people, please don’t misunderstand me. I’m not condoning it. I’m just saying it’s a part of life on a cursed creation! And until we accept this, we’re headed for some serious trouble like these guys were.

	 

	“One day this old man and boy were taking their donkey to town. The boy was riding on the donkey while the old man walked alongside. As they went along they passed some people who declared that it was a shame that the old man was walking, and the young boy was riding.

	[image: Image result for a man a boy and a donkey]The old man and boy thought that maybe the critics were right, so they changed positions. Well, later on down the road they passed some other people and they remarked what a shame it was for the old man to make that young boy walk.

	 

	Well, at this the old man and boy decided they would both walk! But soon they passed even more people who

	 

	
said how stupid it was that they were both walking when they had a perfectly good donkey to ride.

	 

	Then the old man and boy decided that both of them should ride the donkey. They passed yet another group of people that stated how awful it was to put such a heavy load on a that poor donkey.

	 

	So, the old man and boy thought that they were probably right, so they decided to carry the donkey. But as they crossed the bridge carrying the donkey, they lost their grip, fell into the river, and drowned. THE END!”

	 

	You would say that wasn’t a very happy ending to that story, you know what I’m saying? Probably one of those you don’t want to tell your kids before they go to bed. But seriously, here’s the point. We’re going to have the same kind of unhappy ending unless we too learn to deal with and discard the criticism of other people. Stop kidding yourself! We’re going to be drowned by it. Guess what? Your happiness gets drowned out too. There’s nothing wrong with being happy about a nice compliment or even a day without criticism. Go ahead and enjoy it. But just don’t make the mistake of placing your joy in them. Why?

	Because perfect comments are not possible. Besides, the Bible has a better way as the Apostles learned.

	 

	Acts 5:29,40,41 “But Peter and the apostles replied, ‘We must obey God rather than human authority.’ They called in the apostles and had them flogged. Then they ordered them never again to speak in the name of Jesus, and they let them go. The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had counted them worthy to suffer dishonor for the name of Jesus”

	 

	The Bible is clear. If the Apostles had ever waited until they received the “praises of men” before they were ever going to praise God, what would’ve happened? They never would’ve gotten around to it, would they? No! Instead, they were more concerned about God’s appraisal of them then the praises of men. And people, I’m telling you, unless we can do the same, we’re going break apart when others break us down with their words. And that’s why criticism comes, and compliments go, and so does trying to find happiness in them. But if you seek joy in God, you’re going to be able to rejoice, even if people’s comments, thoughts, or attitudes never change? So, I ask you, “Which would you rather have?” And how would that affect your witness?

	 

	
Oh people, don’t you see what’s going on here? This isn’t just about joy.

	It’s about being a witness! You see, the devil does not want you to be joyful in God. Are you kidding me? He wants you to be mad at God! He wants you to join him by shaking a fist at God by accusing Him saying… “God You’re no good.

	You don’t know what You’re doing. And I’m going to scream and shout until I get it my way and the things that make me happy!” Lest you think there’s no way to go through life with a smile on your face for Jesus, let’s once again take a look again at the life of Billy Sunday. Did he have a perfect life? Did things always go his way? Are you kidding! Let’s not just look at the fruit. Let’s now look at the pain.

	 

	“Billy Sunday was not only born in extreme poverty, but he never knew his father because he died when he was only one month old. And even though his mother tried her best to makes ends meet and keep the family together, she was still forced to send him to an orphanage.

	 

	And there, he not only had to fend for himself, but he had to work his way through school, as a stable boy, errand runner, hotel worker, farmhand, and

	even an undertaker’s helper. And then you’d think the pressure would get easier after he got saved but it didn’t. Get this.

	 

	Even though he was considered being one of the greatest evangelists of all time, the world accused him of being a tool of big business or some sort of money- grubbing charlatan and that he was preaching “the old, old doctrine of

	damnation,” getting results by “inspiring fear and gloom” in the hearts of people.

	 

	But it still doesn’t stop there. Even the so-called Church joined in on the attacks where his fellow brethren accused him of being too simplistic in his theology, and that his antics were turning worship into some sort of vaudeville, and that his

	meetings didn’t even produce real results.

	 

	But through it all Billy Sunday not only ignored the Church’s criticism, but the world’s temptations. You see, later in life he was offered $1,000,000 to be in the movies, but he turned it all down. Why?

	 

	Just so he could preach the Gospel without interruption and keep on storing up treasure in heaven.”2

	 

	
Folks, here’s the point. If anyone had a “right” to be sour and mad towards God and refuse to witness for Him it was Billy Sunday, right? But what

	[image: Billy Sunday]did he do?

	Somew here along the line he had a choice to make. And apparen tly, he chose

	right! He chose once and for all not to scream and shout against God but to rejoice in God! To abide in Him and seek Him! And that’s the secret to experiencing God’s Joy. Billy Sunday appreciated the fact the God saved him! And salvation was enough to keep that smile on his face and motivated him to tell others about Jesus no matter what, like this guy shares!

	 

	“Let me tell you about my Jesus, let me tell you. Let me testify about my Lord. Twenty-two years ago, I woke up in my apartment half naked, having drunk myself almost to death. I noticed I was cold, and I felt something on my hand. What was I lying in? I stumbled to my feet and went to the mirror and turned on the light and this very distinguished, elegant preacher, lost and without Jesus had slept this entire night in his own vomit.

	 

	Let me tell you about my Jesus. He has saved me when I was such a wretch, you would not have wanted to run me down with your car. But my Jesus bought me with his blood and my Jesus came to me and my Jesus took away my sins and my Jesus took away my shame. All hail the power of Jesus name, let angels prostrate fall, bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all. That’s my Jesus.

	 

	Sometimes young men will ask me, ‘Brother Paul, what’s the secret? How is it you preach the way you do? How is it you talk about things like that? How is it you see the power of God? What’s your secret, Brother Paul?’ He found me in a

	 

	
pool of vomit, that’s my secret. There are not many wise or noble, I am the cheapest of all sinners, I was the lowest of the low, and that is what Jesus does, that’s my secret. I had nothing, that’s my secret.

	 

	And you were probably much prettier than me on the outside, but I can assure you that you were not any prettier than me on the inside. They say to me, ‘How do you pray like that, how do you preach like that, what did you learn in your

	devotional time?’ You don’t understand. He saved me. He saved me. ‘Where did you get that great motivation? Did you get it from some verse you read?’

	 

	[image: Image result for paul washer]You don’t understand, He saved me from what I was. There is no key except I was the worst in the pack. He saved me.

	 

	What else needs to be done to motivate me? What else needs to be done? Isn’t

	salvation enough? Isn’t salvation enough?”3

	 

	What more does God have to do? Isn’t saving us from the pit of hell enough? How in the world could Paul and Silas have their backs beaten to a bloody pulp and their bodies bruised for being a believer and still sing praises to God? Well, maybe for them…salvation was enough! How could George Whitefield and Fanny Crosby and Nick Vujicic put up with all those privations and persecutions and horrible health problems and still preach and sing about Jesus? Because for them salvation was enough! How could Billy Sunday put up with the criticisms and attacks and pressure from within and without and keep telling others about Jesus? Because for him salvation was enough! Remember, Phillips Brooks said, “The religion that makes a man look sick certainly won’t cure the world.” How about us? “Does our countenance today reflect a healthy appreciation for what Jesus has done for us, or does it reflect a depressing religion that leaves one sick? When we simply abide in Jesus and remain in Him, and daily reflect what He’s saved us from, it’s enough to keep a smile on our face that nobody can take away. That’s the secret to Experiencing God’s Joy. Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Four

	————————————

	


Maintaining Joy by Our Actions Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He may have started out living a life of sin, but once this man got saved, he became one of the greatest examples of faith and prayer the world has ever known.

	 

	And it all began when he was studying for the ministry. Not because he wanted to serve God or help others. No! He wasn’t even saved! He just thought it’d be an easy, comfortable way, to earn a living. But that’s right, even with his bad motives, God still met him at a prayer meeting, and the next thing you know, this man got saved!

	 

	And it didn’t take long to see the fruit of his salvation either! Immediately, he began to preach and minister to those in need wherever the Lord would open the door.

	 

	And this desire to help others eventually led him to open an orphans' home for 26 girls with no financial assistance. But that was just the beginning! Soon he had five orphanages and was feeding 2,100 orphans every single day and he never once asked anyone for support! Why?

	 

	Because he had learned early on that God would simply supply his needs through the power of prayer. You see, when God put it into his heart to build those

	 

	
[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\C8B27791.tmp]orphanages, this man only had 50 cents in his pocket. So, he simply prayed and trusted that God would supply the need. And boy did He ever.

	 

	In all the years of serving the orphanages, God always provided, and the children never missed a meal, even though this man never asked a soul. For instance, one time the children were dressed and ready for school, but there was no food for them to eat. So, this man simply took the 300 children into the dining room and had them sit at the tables where he proceeded to thank God for the food they were about to receive and simply waited.

	 

	Within minutes, a baker knocked on the door who said, ‘Last night I couldn’t sleep

	and somehow I knew that you would need bread this morning. So, I got up at 2:00 AM this morning and baked three batches for you. I’ll bring it in.’

	 

	They not only thanked God for the bread, but for the fresh hot baked bread! But that’s not all.

	 

	Soon, there was another knock at the door and it was a milkman. It just so happened that his cart broke down in front of the orphanage and the milk was going to spoil by the time he got it fixed so he asked them if they could use some free milk. And he not only brought in ten large cans of milk, but it was exactly enough for the 300 thirsty children.

	 

	And on and on it went, day after day, month after month, year after year, no less than ten thousand orphans were faithfully cared for by this faithful kind of prayer and dependence on God. In fact, when all was said and done, God poured out upon this one Christian man, in response to his faith and prayers to Him, a total of $7,500,000 dollars, to be used for the purposes of God.

	 

	The man’s name of course was, George Muller.”1

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say George Muller had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so

	 

	
that I’d say now that is experiencing God’s Joy. Amen? But that’s right folks, as we’ve been seeing, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as George Muller is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right.

	What’s going on? Why do these people like George Muller get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” But folks, once again, I’m here to tell you this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like George Muller had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days, Experiencing God’s Joy.” What we’re doing is taking a look at the different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Jesus Christ like George Muller had.

	 

	The last three times we saw the 1st key that will unlock The Christians Guide to Living is when you and I finally learn How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	Last time we saw the 3rd way we get tricked into missing out on God’s Joy and thereby no longer being that positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days is by Seeking Happiness in Personal Exaltation Instead of the Lord of All Creation.

	 

	There we saw instead of receiving a permanent joy in Jesus Christ, this world tempts us to find a temporary happiness in a perfect emotion, perfect control, and that right, even perfect comments. Once again, you talk about the ultimate pipe dream! As we saw, we live in a sinful wicked rotten world

	[image: Image]therefore it’s impossible for any of those things to ever happen? Therefore, your search for happiness in them will likewise never happen. But that’s still not all. That’s only half the battle. We not only need to expose the lies of seeking a temporary happiness over a permanent joy, but more importantly we’ve got to understand how to maintain this permanent joy, right?

	 

	And as we saw before, the good news was that Jesus said that He’s already given us His joy, but the question is, “Okay then, why

	 

	
don’t we experience it? I mean, why is it we start out with a bang when we first get saved, but now we’re back to looking like we’re sucking on lemons, pickles, and prunes? Well hey, thanks for asking? It works well with my notes!

	 

	The 1st way we get tricked into not having a permanent joy in Christ is by Not Having a Permanent Prayer to Christ. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

	 

	According to our text, I think it’s pretty clear. If you and I are going to not just rejoice in the Lord, but rejoice in the Lord always, what should we always be doing? What did our text say? It said we should be presenting our requests to God in what? In prayer, right? That’s when we’re full of peace!

	That’s what keeps us from getting anxious! And might I add, that’s what keeps us always rejoicing in the Lord! And this is precisely our problem. Instead of maintaining a permanent prayer to Christ so we can maintain a permanent joy in Christ, we come up with excuses. Believe it or not, one of the excuses I’ve actually heard from people is they’re scared to pray. I mean, can you believe that? Although I must admit, if you’re parents prayed to you like this guy did, I can see why it scares you! Let’s take a look.

	 

	Tim Hawkins: “The worse prayers have got to be when parents pray with their

	[image: Image result for tim hawkins]kids, no wonder they don’t want to go to bed at night. My parents used to pray this with me in the dark when I was a kid. ‘Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep, if I should die (they have a look of fear on their faces) before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.’

	 

	During the prayer they have a fearful look but as soon as they say Amen,

	they would stand up with a big smile and throw me a big kiss and say, ‘sweet

	 

	
dreams, I love you honey.’ ‘See ya in the morning, maybe, who knows.’ ‘It’s 50- 50, I can’t guarantee anything. Oh, and don’t let the bed bugs bite.’2

	 

	How many of you would say that would kind of scare you away from prayer? But let’s be honest folks. That’s not the real reason why we don’t pray, is it? No! It’s this lame excuse. We say something like this, “I don’t have time for prayer because I’m too busy with personal care.” That’s right! Whether it’s a physical exercise or the latest food diet, we don’t even bat an eye at spending hours doing whatever it takes to whip our bodies into shape. In fact, Barna Research shows that 91% of adults consider good physical health as their top priority in life, making it the highest-rated priority of all.

	And again, don’t get me wrong. I’m not against exercise. Although personally, I think it is kind of annoying. I mean personally that’s why I don’t jog, because it keeps making the ice jump right out of my glass. And this going to the gym thing, what’s up with that? One time I heard a guy joined a health club and spent over 400 bucks and he didn’t even lose a pound! Apparently, the gimmick is you have to show up. What a rip off! In fact, to me, exercise is not only annoying, it’s dangerous.

	[image: Image]For instance, one guy’s grandmother started walking five miles a day, back when she was 60. She’s 89 now, and they don’t even know where in the world she is! This exercise thing is not just getting dangerous, it’s getting way off- balance. How do I know? Because we

	are now more consumed, yes even in the Church, with physical care, over spiritual care.

	Now, don’t get me wrong. There is nothing wrong with exercising and trying to eat healthy. Please be responsible. But here’s the problem. Even these healthy things can become unhealthy, if they steal away your time with the Lord. And that’s exactly what Paul was trying to warn us about!

	 

	
1 Timothy 4:7-8 “Spend your time and energy in training yourself for spiritual fitness. Physical exercise has some value, but spiritual exercise is much more important, for it promises a reward in both this life and the next.”

	 

	The Bible is clear! It is much more important to be spiritually strong than just what? Physically strong, right? But folks, the facts are that the average person, yes even Christians, still don’t get it! Let’s take a look at what the average person does with their time if they live to the age of 75.

	 

	Here’s what the average person does with their life if they live 75 years

	 

	Activity      Percentage of Time

	 

	
		
				23 years of sleeping

				31%

		

		
				19 years of working

				25%

		

		
				9 years watching TV

				 

		

		
				(This stat was brought out before cell phones)

				 

		

		
				7.5 years dressing and

				 

		

		
				Personal Care

				10%

		

		
				6 years eating

				8%

		

		
				6 years traveling

				8%

		

		
				.5-year worshipping/praying

				.07%

		

	

	 

	Now I don’t know about you, but I’d say God’s getting the short end of the stick here, you know what I mean? And the irony is this. We all know that if we don’t take the time to eat right and get proper exercise that we can run into

	[image: Image]some serious health problems, right? Of course! We have that drilled into our heads every day! But then what in the world do we think is going to happen if we fail to pray to God every day? Hello! We’re going to start having

	some serious spiritual problems, right? But not only that, what did our text say? You’re going to miss out on the joy of the Lord! It’s not that hard to figure out!

	 

	
Don’t you see what the enemy is up to? Do you really think it’s by chance that every time you go to pray, all of a sudden you get sleepy or thoughts start popping through your head? No! The devil knows that if He can steal away your time from the Lord, then He can steal away your prayer to the Lord. And if he can steal away your prayer to the Lord then he can steal away your joy in the Lord. Then the next thing you know, you come up with one of the lamest excuses of all time, “I don’t have time for prayer because I’m too busy with personal care.” We need to wake up! If you can’t sleep, don’t count sheep. Talk to the Shepherd. There is never a day when you don’t need to pray because the Bible says if you want to maintain a joy of the Lord you’ve got to maintain a prayer to the Lord. Therefore, Christian, if you’re too busy to pray, you’re too stinking busy. But not only that, it’s a sign you’re being strangled to death! You’re being tricked and seduced into missing out on the powerful wonderful joy of the Lord. Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd way we get tricked into not having a permanent joy in Christ is by Not Having a Permanent Study with Christ.

	 

	[image: Image]Psalm 19:7-8 “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart.”

	 

	Once again, the Bible is clear. If you and I are ever going to revive our souls, let alone

	receive God’s wisdom, what in the world should we be doing? We should be studying the Law of the Lord, right? But not only that, what else did it say? It said the Word of God brings what? It brings joy to the heart, right? People do we have any idea that studying the Bible, yes studying the Bible, is a great source of joy! And that’s exactly our problem. Instead of maintaining a permanent study with Christ so we can maintain a permanent joy in Christ, we come up with excuses.

	 

	
And the 1st excuse we come up with is “I don’t have time for Bible study because I’m too busy playing with my Buddies.”

	 

	That’s right, whether its physical sports or fantasy novels, we don’t even bat an eye, spending hours, being totally engaged in them. In fact, we’ll get excited just thinking about them. And people, again, please don’t get me wrong. There’s nothing wrong with sports “per se” or reading novels if they’re “clean.” Please, be responsible, you need to relax once in a while. But here’s the problem. In comparison to the time we spend studying the Bible, once again, we are way off-balance. How do I know? Well folks, you tell me if our knowledge of the Scripture is declining. Here are some actual statements from Sunday School students. Not this Church. It’s from one of those weird ones down south.

	 

	
		Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by night.

		The Fifth Commandment is humor thy mother and father.

		Moses died before he ever reached the UK. Then, Joshua led the Hebrews in the Battle of Geritol.

		The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.

		David was a Hebrew king and fought with the Finkelsteins.

		Solomon, one of David’s sons, has 300 wives and 700 porcupines.

		When the three wise guys from the East Side arrived, they found Jesus in the manager. Jesus was born because Mary had an emaculate contraption.

		Jesus enunciated the Golden Rule, which says to do one to others before they do one to you. He also explained, “Man doth not live by sweat alone.”

		One of the opossums was St. Matthew, who was by profession a taximan.

		A Christian should have only one wife. This is called monotony.



	 

	Those statements would be funny if they weren’t what? If they weren’t so true! In fact, what’s also true is that many people, even adults say they know the Bible from cover to cover, but all they know is the cover.

	 

	In fact, J.H. Smith said, “If all the Christians were to dust their Bibles at the same time, we would have the greatest dust storm in history.”

	 

	Why? Because let’s be honest people. When was the last time we got hog wild and crazy just thinking about studying the Bible? When was the last time we looked forward to blowing a whole afternoon just reading the Word of God? Are you kidding me? That’s last on our priority list! And yet we can faithfully spend

	 

	
hours researching the stats of our favorite sport or passionately share the story line of a best-selling novel, but the Word of God continues to gather dust! What is wrong with us? And people, here’s my point. We all know that if we don’t relax once in a while and take a mental break, we can run into some serious health problems, right? Of course! We have that drilled into our heads every day! But then what do you think is going to happen if we fail to study the Word of God every day? Hello! We’re going to start having some serious spiritual problems, right? Exactly! But not only that, what did our text say? You’re going to miss out on the joy of the Lord! We have got to wake up! Don’t you see what the enemy’s up too? It’s called keep em’ busy, busy, busy, like this man shares.

	 

	“When the family is not being distracted by financial demands, keeping up with the Joneses, or trying to figure out what went wrong with their marriage, there is the ever-pervasive distraction of ‘busy-ness’.

	 

	Today Americans are so busy that they hardly have time to be families. Children are involved in little league, soccer, band, clubs, extracurricular activities at school, and so many other all-absorbing activities, that there simply isn’t time for family.

	 

	[image: Image]But in case there is a little time left on the weekends, there are televised sports: baseball, football, basketball, hockey, and countless other distractions. What time is left for family, marriage, and the spiritual somehow gets eaten up.”

	 

	People of God, don’t you see what’s going on? Don’t you see what the devil’s up to? Do you really think it’s by chance that every time you get ready to study the Bible that you’re tempted to do something else or have thoughts going through your head saying how boring it will be? Are you kidding me! The devil knows that if he can steal away your time with God then he can steal away your time in the Word of God. And if he can steal away your time in the Word of God

	 

	
then he can steal away your joy in God. And then the next thing you know you come up with one of the lamest excuses of all time, “I don’t have time for Bible study because I’m too busy playing with my buddies.” It’s not that we don’t have time to study the Bible. It’s just that we don’t take the time to study the Bible, like this story reveals.

	 

	In walks the man dressed in a suit and tie. You can tell he just came from Church services because he is carrying his Bible. He walks across the room and he lays it on the table. It is Sunday 12:17pm. He lays his keys on top of the Bible and proceeds to change his clothes and sit down in front of the TV. He opens a soda and begins to eat a sandwich. A good dinner and a good TV program, what more could you want.

	 

	Monday comes along, and he picks up his keys, grabs his bike and out the door he goes. After a good ride, he is back to his apartment. He lays down on the couch for a nap.

	 

	Tuesday comes around and his friends are over for a night of TV and football. His Bible is still laying where he put it on Sunday.

	 

	Wednesday is the day for his paper work and paying bills.

	 

	Thursday his friends are over again and having fun watching TV. The Bible is still laying where he put it on Sunday. But now it has a little dust on it.

	 

	Friday night is here and more of the gang has come over. The Bible is now

	[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\DD526CA.tmp]sharing the table with cups that have been knocked over. A drink is spilt on the table, but the Bible is still not moved.

	 

	Saturday is his date with his girlfriend.

	 

	It’s Sunday morning again, 9:45am. He is dressed and ready to go to Church services.

	He picks up his keys and is walking towards the door when he suddenly realizes that he forgot his Bible.

	 

	
He turns around to pick it up. It’s the first time it has been touched the whole week. He grabs it and he’s off to Church services.3

	 

	Now folks, let’s be honest. That’s really what going on isn’t it? It’s not that we don’t have time to study the Bible. We just don’t take the time to study the Bible! Why? Because we’re just too stinking busy doing other things we consider much more important! And yet the irony is that we can actually read the whole Bible in one year in just 12 minutes a day. 12 minutes a day. I mean, after all that Jesus has done, you’d think He’s worth at least 12 minutes a day! The Bible is not to be a cake for special occasions. It is to be our daily bread. Why? Because the Scripture says if you want to maintain a joy of the Lord you’ve got to maintain a study in the Lord. Therefore, if you’re too busy for Bible study, you’re too stinking busy. But not only that, it’s a sign you’re being strangled to death! You’re being tricked and seduced into missing out on the powerful wonderful joy of the Lord. And the longer you wait, you’re running the risk of turning into one of these guys! A phony baloney believer.

	 

	The alarm goes off. The guy reaches over to turn it off, and says, “Every day when my alarm goes off I immediately, do my quiet time.” A girl is sitting in her car with a cold drink in her hand and says, “The only thing that gets me going, is prayer, and cranking up my Christian CD!” Another guy is entering a store and says, “There’s this killer youth worship, and we go every Wednesday and Praise Jesus!” A girl is putting her books in her locker and says, “I can’t wait to tell my girlfriends about this new guy and that’s, Jesus, and he’s so awesome!” Then we have three college jocks sitting on campus and one says, “Friday night we had this, bible study across town and we got deep in the word. We meet again, next Friday! Imagine being that excited about God.

	 

	One last time, that would be funny if what? If it weren’t so true! I ask you the obvious question, “Why is it so true?” Because if we’re honest with ourselves, that’s how most Christians truly live! Why? Because they’ve fallen for the lie of the devil! That somehow you can find joy outside of God and that spending time with Him is like a boring job! People of God wake up! When in the world are we going to realize that the joy of the Lord doesn’t come when we fake prayer. It doesn’t come when we fake Bible study. Are you kidding me! It comes when we take prayer and Bible study seriously! Why? Because that’s how we maintain the joy of the Lord!

	Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of reading the Bible in one hand and looking at your life and saying, “Man, something’s missing here. Something does

	 

	
not compute. What is going on? I don’t have a life worth living for, I’ve got a life worth giving up! Then maybe you too need to discover How to Experience God’s Joy and start maintaining joy in God today…How? By prayer and Bible study and start rejoicing in the Lord again. That’s when you’re a positive witness for Jesus and That’s when you start Experiencing God’s Joy. Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Five

	————————————

	


Maintaining Joy By Our Actions Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“For a man who never gave a thought to prayer, let alone the time, he not only became one of the greatest prayer warriors of all time, but many times he was so full of the joy of the Lord, that he couldn’t even go back to sleep. So, he just went back in for more prayer. And when he prayed, man he prayed with power and absolute faith in God.

	 

	For instance, one time while he was crossing the ocean, the weather turned cold and the ship he was on was forced to slow down due to some fog that had rolled in. This man paid a visit to the captain where he said:

	 

	‘Captain, I have come to tell you that I must be in Quebec by Saturday afternoon.’

	 

	And the captain replied, ‘It is impossible.’

	 

	And the man said, ‘Very well, if your ship cannot take me, God will find some other way. I have never broken an engagement for 52 years so let’s go down to the chart room and pray.’

	 

	And the captain asked, ‘Mr., don’t you know how dense this fog is?’

	 

	
To which the man replied, ‘No sir, my eye is not on the density of the fog, but on

	[image: Image result for george muller]the living God, who controls every circumstance of my life.’

	 

	And when this man began to pray, the captain was also about to pray, but he put his hand on the captain’s shoulder and told him not to.

	 

	He said, ‘First, you do not believe He will; and second, I believe He has, and there is no need whatever for you to pray about it. Captain, I have known my Lord for 52 years,

	and there has never been a single day that I have failed to get an audience with the King. Get up, Captain, and open the door, and you will find the fog is gone.’ And sure enough, it was gone!

	 

	And it was this one single incident with this one Christian man that so affected that captain, that he himself later became a well-known evangelist.

	 

	The prayer warrior’s name was, George Muller.”1

	 

	Now folks, once again, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ George Muller had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is Experiencing God’s Joy, amen? But, as we’ve been seeing, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as George Muller is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right.

	What’s going on? Why do these people like George Muller get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, once again, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like George Muller had, is available to every single Christian! That’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days, Experiencing God’s Joy.”

	 

	
What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like George Muller had.

	 

	The last four times we saw the 1st key that will unlock The Christians Guide to Living is when you and I finally learn How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	In the last chapter we read the 1st two ways we get tricked into not having a permanent joy in Christ was by not having a permanent prayer or study with Christ.

	 

	There we saw that prayer and Bible study is not just something for we Christians to do, but hello, it’s a great source of the joy of the Lord too! Prayer is not some spare tire in the trunk that you pull out in emergencies.

	 

	[image: Image]It’s our lifeline of communication to Jesus Christ. As we saw, if you can’t sleep, don’t count sheep. Talk to the Shepherd. He’ll give you the wisdom you need and joy to make it through your trial. And Bible study, is not to be a cake for special occasions. It is to be our daily bread. We can actually read the whole Bible in one year in just 12 minutes a day. 12 minutes a day. I mean, after all Jesus has done, you’d think He’s worth at least 12 minutes a day! But not only that, it’s where we get God’s wisdom, so we don’t repeat the same goofy mistakes ever again, as well a great source of joy! But that’s still not all.

	 

	The 3rd way we get tricked into not maintaining a permanent joy in Christ is by Not Having a Permanent Witness for Christ. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Luke 15:3-10 “Then Jesus told them this parable: Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the

	 

	
open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep. I tell you that, in the same way, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner, who repents, than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin. In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

	 

	Now according to our text, I think it’s pretty clear. We are not only to be concerned about the lost coins or sheep out there, which are people by the way, but we’re to what? We’re to get out there and search for them, right? But not only that, what else did it say? It said, when one of those sheep or coins get found, i.e. saved, what happens? You not only get to rejoice, but what? The very angels of God rejoice, right? That’s how powerful it is! And that’s precisely our problem. We don’t listen to God who says witnessing is a great source of joy.

	No! We listen to the devil who says it’s a great source of fear, like it was for this guy.

	 

	“Many years ago, there was this Christian who owned an old-fashioned barber

	[image: Image result for man in a barber chair]shop and he became convicted about his need to share Christ with others. So, he determined that the next Saturday, he would share the gospel with someone who came into his shop.

	 

	But throughout that day, many opportunities arose to share Christ, but each time, because of his fear of rejection, he froze up and found himself unable to say anything. Well, by the end of the day, the tension was building, and he knew he had to say something.

	 

	And so finally, just five minutes before closing time, the last customer came in the door and asked for a shave. And so, the barber

	swallowed hard and said to himself, “Okay, this is the one. This is the one!”

	 

	
He cranked up his courage and he lathered the man’s face. And then he goes back to get the straight razor and he began to sharpen it on the leather strap and he’s got nervous sweat pouring off his brow.

	 

	He finally walks around to the front of the chair and he’s jittering and shaking because he knew this was his last chance.

	 

	So, with one minute to go he finally gets to the front of the chair where his lips started quivering and the hand that was holding the razor was shaking like crazy, and he holds it up to the man’s face and shouts, “Brother, are you prepared to

	die?”

	 

	The guy immediately jumped out of his chair, smashed through the door, and ran screaming down the street!”

	 

	Now, how many of you can identify with that guy’s fear? I think we all can. But folks, let me ask you the obvious question. Do you really think it’s by chance that witnessing, which the Bible says is one of our greatest sources of joy, has now become one of our greatest sources of fear? Are you kidding me?

	People, the devil knows what he’s doing! He’s robbing us of joy! But that’s still not all! He not only gets us to be afraid of witnessing, he gets us to make excuses for witnessing!

	 

	And the 1st excuse we come up with is “I don’t have time to evangelize because I’m too busy entertaining my eyes.”

	 

	That’s right! Whether it’s television or the latest Hollywood movie, we don’t bat an eye, spending hours, being totally engrossed in them. In fact, the average household in America watches almost 7 hours a day of television. And why in the world would anyone, let alone a Christian, spend 7 hours a day ingesting into their brain something that promotes homosexuality, adultery, murder, fornication, violence and anti-Christian teachings, is beyond me! Do we not realize that every package from hell comes disguised in ecstasy? You call it entertainment, but you’re entertaining yourself to death. And people, the point is this. It doesn’t just put waste in your mind, it totally wastes your time for more important things! So much so that Christians today are much more concerned about what happens in Hollywood than whether or not their neighbor is going to hell. In fact, it’s gotten so bad that most people have to be paid to witness, like this guy.

	 

	
“Here’s a challenge. If I said I’ll pay you $100.00 every single time you shared the gospel, how many times today would you have done it? Be honest, 10, 20, 50, 100 times? One lady on the street says, ‘Well, I’d do it with everyone I come in

	contact with.’ Another says, ‘As many as I could.’ And another, as well as many more on the street, all say, ‘As many as I can reach out to.’ ‘Enough to buy me a new car.’ ‘Probably a lot more than once a week.’ ‘As many as I could.’

	 

	If I ask how long you have been a Christian, the response from one person is, ‘My whole life, I guess.’ How often do you just walk up and talk to strangers, to talk about Jesus, share the gospel? The answer is, ‘not very often I guess. I’m just a college student and just go to church when I go. I guess I just don’t go up to nobody.’

	 

	If I ask you right now to just walk up and talk to somebody, a stranger, and give him one of these million-dollar bills, do you think you could do that? The answer back was, ‘I don’t know.’ Do you think that is kind of intimidating? ‘Yeah, it is.’ Then I asked, what if I gave you a hundred bucks, cash, right now to just walk up to someone and say here you go, thanks a million, could you do that?

	 

	[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\943A8D76.tmp]His reply was, ‘Yeah, I could do it for $100.00.’ Ok so I counted out $100.00 cash and said I will give you this $100.00 when you come back. All you have to do is give them this one-million-dollar bill, you pick who you want to give it to, you just walk up to them and say, ‘thanks a million, you look like a million, or I just wanted to give this to you, then you come back and I’ll give you this $100.00.

	 

	Sound like a deal. His reply was, ‘Sounds like a deal.’ He proceeds to walk down the street and the first couple he comes to he asks, ‘How would you like this one-million-dollar bill?

	Maybe you would just like to keep it as a keepsake, read

	what’s on the back when you get a chance.’ She takes the bill and

	looks at it, then she asks, ‘What is this?’ He answers, ‘Oh it’s just a million- dollar-bill. You can read the scripture on the back.’ She says, ‘Ok.’ Puts it in her wallet. He calls to her, ‘We appreciate it, have a good evening now, thank you.’

	 

	
I then ask him if he had ever done that before. He answered, ‘No, I’ve never done anything like that before and it was fun. Something to do, you know. Something I’ll remember.’ So, I said here’s your hundred bucks’ man, but let me ask you, just hear me through, Jesus said in the Bible, you love God, or you love money. Now, when initially I asked you to do that you said no you couldn’t do that because you were afraid but then when I said I’d give you a hundred bucks to do it you got really excited about it. So, does it concern you that you wouldn’t do it for the love of the Lord, but you would do it for a hundred dollars cash? His

	reply was, ‘I didn’t even think about it, but now that you say something, it is kind of something, yeah…”

	 

	People of God, what has happened to us? Do you really think it’s by chance that every time you get ready to go witness that you’re filled with an incredible sense of fear? Do you really think it’s by chance that thoughts of rejection start flooding your mind? Do you really think it’s by chance that you’re tempted to go watch a movie instead or the phrase goes through your head, “Yeah, I’ll do it if you give me $100 bucks.” Folks, this is spiritual warfare 101! The devil knows that if he can steal away your time from God then he can steal away your witness for God. And if he can steal away your witness for God he can steal away your joy in God! But not only that, the devil knows if he can keep you from witnessing to others about how to go to Heaven, then you’ll never take anyone with you when you get to heaven. Do you get it? We’ll be tricked into wasting our time here on earth and missing out on God’s joy. But that’s not all.

	 

	The 4th way we get tricked into not having a permanent joy in Christ is by Not Having a Permanent Service to Christ.

	 

	And the 1st way we get to serve Christ is By Our Talents.

	 

	Matthew 25:19-21 “Now after a long time the master of those servants came and

	[image: Image]settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more. His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.”

	 

	
Now, according to our text, I think it’s pretty clear. If you and I are expecting to one day hear the lips of Jesus, “Well done thou good and faithful servant,” then what’s He expecting us to do? Serve Him, right? But not only that. What else did it say? It says a life of serving Jesus is one that allows us to enter what? The joy of Jesus, right? And people, this is precisely our problem. Instead of maintaining a permanent service to Christ so we can maintain a permanent joy in Christ, we come up with excuses.

	 

	And the 1st excuse we come up with is “I don’t have time for the House of God I’m too busy with the House of Man.”

	 

	[image: Image]That’s right! Whether its raking those leaves or installing that new jacuzzi, we don’t even bat an eye at spending hours and hours doing whatever it takes to beautify our homes. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with maintaining your house or making some improvements here and there. I’m making some myself. Please be responsible. Be a wise steward of what God has entrusted to you! But here’s the point. In comparison to the time we

	dedicate to serving the needs of God, it’s not just ironic, it’s pitiful! Even though most Christians today have been entrusted by God with so much luxury and so much convenience, when it comes to serving in the Church they can only say, “I’m sorry, it’s not convenient!” I have to go rake my leaves, I have to work on my deck, I have to go plant some shrubs, I have to clean my dogs toe nails, anything but serving in the Church, right?

	But people, let me ask you the obvious question. How convenient do you think it was for Jesus to bare our sins on the cross? How convenient was it to have his face beat to a pulp for our crimes against God? How convenient do you think it was to have His back shredded and body pierced for our transgressions? People, I’ll tell you how convenient it was, it wasn’t! And I don’t know about

	 

	
you, but I’m so glad Jesus didn’t serve us like we serve Him! Are you kidding me? I mean can you imagine Jesus saying, “I’m sorry guys. I made it halfway to the cross, but I suddenly realized I needed to do some repairs on those Pearly Gates. I hope you understand. Maybe next time.” Or can you imagine if He said, “Ooooh, too bad. You know, I was that close to saving you from eternal destruction in hell but suddenly I realized I needed to install a new light fixture first.” Are you kidding me? People of God, if Jesus served us like we serve Him, what in the world would happen? We’d all be burning in hell, right? And people, lest you think that’s too harsh, I didn’t say that, Jesus did?

	 

	Matthew 25:24-28,30 “Then the man who had received the one talent came. Master, he said, I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So, I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you. His master replied, You wicked, lazy servant! So, you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

	 

	If you can’t seem to ever find the time to serve Jesus Christ, then maybe it’s because you don’t belong to Jesus Christ. You’re not headed to heaven.

	You’re headed straight to hell. Why? Because the Bible says that a true child of God has a strong desire to serve the needs of God, not just the needs of man! But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd way we get to serve Christ and be filled with His joy is By Our Treasure.

	 

	2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

	 

	Acts 20:35 “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: It is more blessed to give than to receive.”

	 

	
According to our text, I think it’s pretty clear. God not only wants us to give, but He wants us to give with what? A cheerful heart, right? Not under compulsion. Not because you have to, but because you want to, right?

	[image: Image]But not only that. What else did it say? It said it’s more blessed to give than to receive, right? In fact, the word there for “blessed” can actually be translated

	“happy” or might I add, “joyful.” Therefore, from the lips of Jesus Himself, He says that a life filled with giving is a life filled with what? Joy, right? And people, this is precisely our problem. Instead of maintaining a permanent giving to Christ so we can maintain a permanent joy in Christ, we come up with excuses.

	 

	And the 1st excuse we come up with is “I don’t store Treasure for the Needs of God I only have Treasure for Needs of Man.”

	 

	If you are reading this today and you’re not a Christian, let me set the record straight. I don’t want your money and neither does God! He’s more concerned about your heart! He doesn’t want your wallet! He wants to save you! He’s more concerned about the state of your soul than the state of your bank account! But, for the Christian, to whom this text is addressed, you need to pay attention… Whether its buying things we don’t need to impress people we don’t know or purchasing an even newer thing when the one we got is perfectly fine, we don’t bat an eye, spending tons of cash on things we don’t even need! And, again, don’t get me wrong. I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with buying some things and making some investments. Again, please be responsible. Be a

	 

	
wise steward of what God entrusted you with! But here’s my point. In comparison to the amount of treasure we allocate for the needs of God, way out of balance, like this illustration shows…

	 

	A man lifts the lid of a big pink box. He looks inside and there is a big deep-dish apple pie. He proceeds to cut a big piece of it and take it to a man in a brown

	shirt with the letters in front of him that say ‘house’. The man says, ‘Thanks,’ and proceeds to eat the slice of apple pie. Again, the man cuts two more pieces of pie and serves them to the next two guys at the table, both dressed in white with the word in front of them ‘Car 1 and Car 2.’ They proceed to eat the pie after saying, ‘thank you’.

	 

	The next piece of pie is cut and given to a lady dressed in black. In front of her the word is ‘fashion’. She says, ‘Oh, I couldn’t,’ but then proceeds to eat. ‘Well maybe just a bite,’ she says. The pie is getting smaller. The next piece goes to a sportsman with his camera, his bow and arrows, wearing his football jersey. In front of him is the word ‘hobbies’. Boy, he can’t wait to dig into that pie.

	 

	The next piece goes to a very distinguished gentleman wearing a black suit. In front of him are the words, ‘credit cards.’ He says, “Don forget the interest!” The man delivering the pie then puts whipped cream on top of his piece of pie.

	That make the gentleman very happy. “Give me more he says!” he says. A few crumbs are then sprinkled in front of a college boy, sleeping at the table. In front of him is the word, ‘education.’

	 

	The last piece of the pie is then put into a plate. The person cutting the pie takes the plate and sits down at the table ready to eat it. In front of him is the word ‘me’. As he picks up his fork and opens his mouth he pauses and looks down the table at all the people eating the pie. They aren’t eating though. They are all staring at him with his mouth open. He then turns his head the other way and right beside him is a little old man all dressed in white, white hair and a white mustache. He has no pie. The word in front of him is ‘God.’

	 

	The old man smiles and waves at him. He looks down at the pie in front of him, wanting to put that forkful of pie in his mouth but something is telling him to stop. He looks at the old man again. The old man smiles back at him. He puts the forkful of pie in his mouth and starts to chew. As the old man watches he puts his hand up so the old man can’t watch him as he puts bite after bite of the pie into his mouth.

	 

	
[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\A792B465.tmp]When he looks down the table everyone is still staring at him and not eating their pie. Then the car 1 man tells

	him, “Dude, He brought the pie!”

	 

	He pauses a second and they all start eating again. The little old man in white just watches as they all enjoy each bite, but he didn’t get any. They finish, the lid is closed on the pink box and on the top of the box are the words ‘God’s pie.’2

	 

	Now, let’s be honest. That’s really what’s going on, isn’t it? Even though most Christians today have been entrusted by God with so much luxury and so much cash, when it comes to giving in the Church they can only say, “I’m sorry, I don’t have the cash!” I spent it on clothes that I don’t even need, I got this new toy that I don’t even play, I bought this new doo dad that I can’t even pay for, and on and on it goes, right? But people, let me ask you the obvious question.

	How much did it cost for Jesus to bare our sins on the cross? How much did it cost to have his face beat to a pulp for our crimes against God? How much did it cost to have His back shredded and His body pierced for our transgressions? I’ll tell you what it cost! It cost Him everything! And yet we can’t give Him anything?

	People, I’ll say it again. If you’re here today and you’re not a Christian, let me set the record straight. God doesn’t want your money, He wants your heart! But for the Christian, to whom this is addressed, do you have any idea how horrible this must be to God? He who did not spare his Own Son but gave Him up for us all, you can’t find it in your heart to give anything at all? Are you kidding me? Do we not realize that we are the hands and the feet of Jesus? Do we not realize that the reason why God entrusts us with so much treasure is, so we can store up treasure in heaven, not here on earth? And do we not realize that this aspect of giving is not only a major source of joy for us, but when we are not responsible with what He has entrusted to us, it will turn into a major source of grief for us, like this guy found out.

	 

	
[image: Schindler, Oskar.jpg]During World War II German industrialist Oskar Schindler spent millions bribing German officials so he could rescue over 1,100 Jews from the Auschwitz concentration camp.

	 

	From the movie, Schindler’s List: Oskar Schindler and his assistant Stern are shaking hands. The war is over, and the camps have been liberated. Schindler looks at Stern with tears in his eyes and says, “I could have got more out. I could have got more.” Stern shakes his head and replies, “I don’t know.” Schindler adds, “If I just… I could have got more.” Stern tells him, “Oskar, there are 1, 100 people who are alive because of you. Look at them.”

	 

	But, Schindler says, “If I had made more money. I threw away so much money. You have no idea.” And he begins to weep. “If I had just…” Stern tries to comfort him by saying, “There will be generations because of what you did.” “But I didn’t do enough.” Schindler replies. Stern is still trying to comfort him, “You did so much.”

	 

	Schindler then walks to the car parked in the room and says, “This car. Goeth would’ve bought this car. Why did I keep this car? Ten people right there. Ten people. Ten more people.” Then he takes the pin off of his lapel. “This pin. Two people. This is gold. Two more people. He would have given me two for it; at least one. He would have given me one, one more. One more person. A person Stern. For this.”

	 

	He turns to Stern and almost collapses. As he cries on Sterns shoulder he says, “I could have gotten one more person and I didn’t, and I didn’t.” He is falling down in tears and Stern is trying to hold him up. As he completely breaks down the Jewish prisoners that he saved come around him to hold him as he cries.3

	 

	Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasure in Heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is there your heart will be also.

	 

	
How many Christians are going to weep bitterly just like that man because they realized too late, on Judgment Day, they should’ve spent their time storing up treasure in heaven and not on this earth? How many millions of people could have been fed, could have been saved, could have heard the Gospel and gone straight into Heaven, if only we the Church would become joyful givers just like Jesus?

	Oh, people again, I’m telling you, this is spiritual warfare 101. The devil’s not dumb. He knows that if he can steal away your treasure to the Lord, then He can steal away your giving to the Lord. And if he can steal away your giving to the Lord then he can steal away your joy to the Lord! Why? Because He’s not only robbing you of joy but he’s destroying the lives of those around you, forever! So, I ask you again. If you’re reading this today and you’re sick and tired of reading the Bible in one hand and looking at your life and saying, “Man, something’s missing here. Something does not compute. What is going on?

	I don’t have a life worth living for, I’ve got a life worth giving up! Then maybe you too need to rediscover, today, How to Experience God’s Joy. Get back to doing those things you did when you first got saved that gave you so much joy! Prayer, Bible study, witnessing, and serving God out of love for Him, after all He’s done for us, with our time, treasure, talents, and tongue. I’m here to tell you, once you do, you’re going to discover just like that, you’re not only full of the joy of the Lord again, but you just got empowered to finally Experience God’s Joy! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Six

	————————————

	Maintaining Joy By Our Appreciation

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“Even though his mom tried her best to teach him about spiritual truths, this man still followed in the footsteps of his father, the son of a sea captain. He too eventually spent the next 20 years of his life as a sailor engaged in a life of drinking, debauchery, and even slave trading.

	 

	And with slave trading he would buy the finest of specimens and then pack them in his ship side by side, row after row, until he had as many as 600 bodies stacked into his ship. Then he would chain them to the decks just to prevent them from committing suicide.

	 

	In fact, so little did he think of his fellow human beings, that even when there was an outbreak of smallpox or dysentery, he just simply chucked the people overboard. And then the ones that did survive, this guy simply traded them for sugar and molasses to make more rum.

	 

	In fact, this man’s whole early life was spent indulging himself in nothing but the most wicked and based of things he could find. But all that was to change one fateful night.

	 

	You see, one night there arose such a terrible storm and the ship he was on threatened to sink. Suddenly, this man’s wicked life passed before his very eyes.

	 

	
So, with a deep and honest conviction, he cried out to God not to save the ship, but to save his soul. And boy, did God ever do just that!

	 

	For the next several years, this man studied the Scriptures day in and day out and he even learned Latin, Hebrew and Greek. Why? Because he was preparing for the ministry. The next thing you know, he was appointed as a Pastor of a Church where he faithfully proclaimed the Word of God and the Good News of Salvation for the next 43 years.

	 

	[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\76C5C2A0.tmp]In fact, this man was so grateful to God for saving his soul, that he not only became an avid writer, he became an avid songwriter. In fact, many of his hymns are still being sung around the world today.

	 

	Maybe you’ve heard of them. One of his most famous ones goes like this, ‘Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!’ The man’s name of course, John Newton.”1

	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say John Newton had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is a life experiencing God’s joy, amen? But that’s right, as we’ve been seeing, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Newton was, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Newton get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, once again, I’m here to tell you this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like John Newton had, is available to every to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days, Experiencing God’s Joy.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Newton had.

	 

	
The last five times we saw the 1st key that will unlock The Christians Guide to Living is when you and I finally learn How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The last time we read two more ways we get tricked into not having a permanent joy in Christ was by not having a permanent witness or service to Christ. There we saw it was the actions of prayer, Bible Study, witnessing, and yes even serving, that’s not just something for we Christians to do, but, they are also a great source of the joy of the Lord too! Oh, but that’s not all. We not only maintain the joy of the Lord by our actions, the things we did when we first got saved, prayer, Bible study, witnessing, and serving…

	 

	But the 2nd practical way we maintain the joy of the Lord is By Our Appreciation.

	 

	You see, many times we don’t experience the joy of the Lord because we simply forget to do what the song says to do. You are to count your blessings one by one, why? Because that’s when you’ll see what the Lord has done. Because one of the best ways to experience the joy of the Lord is to simply appreciate

	[image: Image]what He has done for us!

	 

	The 1st appreciation we need to have if we’re going to experience His joy is this, “Thank You God for Saving My Soul.” But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	1 Peter 1:3-9 “Praise be to the God and Father of

	our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and

	 

	
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. One surefire way to experience the joy of the Lord is to simply, what? It’s to simply remind ourselves by the mercy of God we’ve been saved through Jesus Christ, right? Because that’s when we’re filled not just with joy, but what? Inexpressible glorious joy, right? That’s when we not only rejoice but we greatly rejoice! This is precisely our problem. Instead of taking the time to appreciate the fact that God has saved a bunch of wretches like you and me, we say, “Oh yeah I’m saved alright, but hey, I wasn’t as bad as he or she.” You know, like Pastor Billy or that John Newton guy or even a Jeffrey Dahmer. And then somehow this becomes the ultimate excuse as to why they don’t love Jesus or experience His joy like other Christians! But wait a second here. Back up the train. Did you say that somebody like Jeffrey Dahmer got saved? Uh huh! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to his.

	 

	MSNBC reports: “Your dad has wondered about all kinds of things, the medication your mom was on during her pregnancy, to the fact that you were exposed to violent arguments in the home from an early age and continuing, to the possibility that he might have passed on some genetic propensities, or

	obsession for violent behavior. Does any of that ring true to you?”

	 

	Jeffrey Dahmer: “I can see why he would wonder about those things but as far as I’m concerned, they are all excuses because I didn’t feel accountable to

	[image: C:\Users\Sunrise Office\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\C82A50C4.tmp]anything, and I didn’t think I would have to face what I had done, ever. But there comes a point when a person has to be accountable for what he has done. You can’t go around making excuses, blaming other people or other things. So, I alone am responsible for what has

	happened.”

	 

	Jeffrey Dahmer’s Father: “Let me ask, when did you first feel that everyone is accountable for their actions?”

	 

	
Jeffrey Dahmer: “Well thanks to you for sending that Creation Science material because I always believed that the lie of evolution is truth and we all just came from slime and when we died that was it. That was it, so the whole theory cheapens life, so I started reading books that showed how evolution is a complete lie.

	 

	There’s no basis in science for it and I have since come to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is the true Creator of the Heavens and the earth. It didn’t just happen. I have accepted Him as my Lord and Savior and I along with everybody else will be accountable for things.”2

	 

	King: “How old was he?” (Speaking of Jeffrey’s death in prison)

	 

	Mr. Dahmer: “Thirty-three. And for the second time I sat at my desk, totally numb, paralyzed, to get the news.”

	 

	King: “How was Jeff dealing with prison?”

	 

	Mr. Dahmer: “At first it was extremely hard, but then he – he sent away for 13 books. It's down in El Cajon, California, Institute for Creation Research. I told him about the place. And he bought 13 books that turned him from an evolutionist into a creationist and from there into a Christian. And he started handing out pamphlets and talking with other prisoners and so forth, trying to…”

	 

	King: “So he was a born again?”

	 

	Mr. Dahmer: “He was – he was – I’m sure, in talking with him, it wasn't just a jailhouse conversion. I really believe that.”

	 

	King: “Because he wasn't going to get out?”

	 

	Mr. Dahmer: “No.”

	 

	King: “We'll be back with our remaining moments, find out some things we might learn from this, after this.” (Cut to a commercial)

	 

	King: “We're back with our remaining moments. Do we know why he killed?”

	 

	
Mr. Dahmer: “Well, we don't know why he killed. I really believe there was a chance of finding that out, had he not been murdered, and he had been studied extensively.”

	 

	King: “Could it have been inability to interact with people?”

	 

	Mr. Dahmer: “That's part. Even the psychiatrist that examined him for the purpose of the trial didn't really know why he did it. But he did tell me why he felt that he could do what he did. Why he felt free to do what he did. He told me that

	
	– and this was after reading the books on creation science, he felt that he was up

	– up from the slime, as he put it. You know, molecules to amoebas to Larry type of a thing, evolution. That there was nothing, no direction by a god. No one to be accountable to. No one to answer to at all.”



	[image: Image result for jeffrey dahmer interview]King: “That's what he believed?”

	 

	Mr. Dahmer: “That's what he felt. That's why he felt he could just do whatever he wanted to. That's quite different from knowing the cause.”3

	 

	Whoa! Wait a second here. You mean to tell me that Jeffrey Dahmer got saved? Sounds like it to me! I mean, is that amazing or

	what? I mean, after all he did with the sins of cannibalism, murder, and homosexuality, and he gets saved? Here’s the point. How many of you would say that after going down that horrible, dark, rotten, sinful road that Jeffrey Dahmer was just a little bit joyful that Jesus Christ washed away all his sins? Slightly!

	Now here comes the punch line. Then why in the world aren’t we all as Christians, filled with the same kind of joy? Is it because you don’t appreciate the fact that God saved a wretch like us too? Is it because we don’t think our sins were just as grotesque to God as Jeffrey Dahmer’s were? Is that the game we’re playing? People of God, you better wake up! That’s not what the Bible says. God doesn’t categorize sin like you and me? Are you kidding me? Sin is sin and it carries the same penalty. The death penalty. I didn’t say that, God did!

	 

	Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

	 

	
Romans 3:9-10,23 “What shall we conclude then? Are we any better? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one. For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. We have all fallen short of the glory of God and that means all sin is bad! That means the sin of viewing pornography in God’s eyes is just as bad as the sin of adultery. The sin of greed is just as bad as robbing a bank. And the sin of murder is just as bad as murdering somebody with your mouth! I didn’t say that Jesus did! People, we have got to realize that God doesn’t categorize sin like you and me? Sin is sin and it all carries the same penalty. The death penalty! And that’s precisely why the Bible says Jesus didn’t die for His buddies, are you kidding me? The Bible says He died for His enemies!

	 

	Romans 5:6 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”

	 

	Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

	 

	Romans 5:10 “For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!”

	 

	Jesus Christ did not die for those who were so incredibly wonderful. Are you kidding me? He died for those who were incredibly horrible! But that’s still not all. Little do people realize that these self-proclaimed statements of not being as bad as a Jeffrey Dahmer or John Newton is also a sin. It’s called the sin of self-righteousness! And that’s one sin that is absolutely grotesque in the eyes of God. I didn’t say that, He did!

	 

	Isaiah 64:6 “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away.”

	 

	Now how many of you even know what’s going on there with the filthy rag? Yeah, most Christians don’t, so let me fill you in on it. In the Hebrew it literally means this. A menstrual rag, or in other words, a tampon. And so, what

	 

	
that means is this, all of our so-called righteousness including statements of not being as bad as somebody else is just as grotesque to God as if we were to actually appear before His throne and say this, I don’t need the blood of Jesus to save me. No! I’ve got my own blood and then chuck a bloody tampon at the face of God! Excuse me! You talk about sin! Not even Jeffrey Dahmer did that one! Hello! And people, that’s precisely the point! When you and I realize that we’re not just guilty of sin, but even the sin of self-righteousness, yet God still went ahead and made a way that we can be saved, it’s kind of hard not to smile at that point, right? Exactly! But that’s still not all. It gets even better. Listen to this verse.

	 

	Ephesians 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”

	 

	Do we have any idea how amazing this truth is that we just read? Put it in its context. We’ve all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and all of our sins are just as grotesque to God as what Jeffrey Dahmer did, and that’s why we all deserve the death penalty. Then to add insult to injury we commit the sin of self-righteousness by saying we’re not as bad as other people, when that in and of itself is just as bad as casting a tampon before the very throne of God. And yet, God not only saves us, and He not only forgives us, but He does so to the point where we’re considered in His eyes spotless and blameless! Can you believe that? I mean, if I didn’t know better, I’d say that’s a great cause for joy! Hello!

	[image: Related image]And that’s precisely what this guy was saying.

	 

	“Listen to what the Scripture says. He who had never sinned, He who knew no sin, on the cross would what? Not only would be punished for sin, more than that, He would become sin for our sakes.

	 

	One of my students asked me, ‘Who is the evilest man that ever lived? Genghis Khan, Hitler, Mao

	Tse-Tung, Stalin?’ And I could respond, ‘I’ll tell you who was the evilest man

	 

	
that ever lived. Strange as it may sound, it was the man who never sinned himself. It’s Jesus.’

	 

	Because on the cross He became what is rotten and what is dirty and what is ugly about every human being. He didn’t just get punished there, He literally absorbed into His own body, the filth and the sin and the ugliness of each of us. If Hitler on his deathbed could have said, ‘I give my life to Jesus,’ at that moment, He would have become everything that is despicable about Adolph Hitler, He would absorb that in His own body. Is that incredible?

	 

	Is that incredible? And here’s the good news. So much does He cleanse us, like a magnet, He attracts our sins as though they were iron filings and makes them His own so that on that day He will be able to present us to the Father, I love this,

	faultless without blemish. Oh, I could just see it. ‘Father,’ says Jesus, ‘I’d like you to meet my friend. The perfect one!’ I hope my wife is there. But that’s the truth! He will present me faultless, without blemish, without spot. You say, ‘Well what about the sin?’ I already told you they’re not mine anymore. He absorbed them and literally made them His own. Oh, that’s love! Oh, that’s mercy! That’s cause for rejoicing.”4

	 

	If that doesn’t put a smile on your face, then I’ve got a theory and it goes like this. Then nothing will. Why? Because if you can’t seem to get jazzed about the fact that God not only saves us and forgives us, but He does so to the point where we’re considered spotless and blameless even after all we’ve done, and that doesn’t excite you? Then maybe here’s your problem. Maybe the reason why you don’t have what the Bible calls the joy of salvation, is because you don’t have a genuine salvation! Why? Because genuine Christians can’t wipe that smile off their face! Why? Because the Bible says, “Even though you do not see Him now, you are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, why, because you are receiving the goal of your faith, that salvation of your souls.” Praise God for saving my soul! That’s how you maintain His joy! Oh, but that’s still not all.

	 

	The 2nd appreciation we need to have towards God if we’re going to be filled with His joy is this, “Thank You God for Sparing My Soul.”

	 

	Luke 16:19-26 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time came when the beggar died, and the

	 

	
angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So, he called to him, Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire. But Abraham replied, Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.”

	 

	[image: Image result for hell]People, the Bible clearly says, Jesus speaking, that when a person dies you are going to spend eternity in one of two places. It’s either paradise in heaven or

	torment in hell, right? And so, here’s the bottom line. I don’t care how bad of a day you might have, I don’t care how bad of a life you might live, but man, if ever there was one surefire way to instantly be filled with the

	joy of the Lord it’s this. To know that by the grace and mercy of God that he’s not only saved my soul, but He’s spared my soul from eternal destruction in hell, why if I didn’t know better, I’d say that’s a great cause for joy! And yet, this is our problem. Most people today, even in the Church, don’t even believe in hell let alone a devil. In fact, it’s become the silent “H” word in the American Church today. The irony is, we tell people all the time to get saved, but if there is no hell, what are they supposed to get saved from? A mediocre life? I don’t think so! The Bible is clear. Jesus Christ came to save people from hell! And that’s precisely why He talked about hell twice as much as Heaven. Let’s take a look at His warnings.

	 

	

		Matthew 5:22 “But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of HELL.”



	 

	
		Matthew 5:29 “If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into HELL.”



	 

	
		Mark 9:43 “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to go into HELL, where the fire never goes out.”



	 

	
		Mark 9:45 “And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into HELL.”



	 

	
		Matthew 10:28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in HELL.”



	 

	
		Matthew 23:15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of HELL as you are.”



	 

	
		Matthew 23:33 “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to HELL?”



	 

	
		Luke 12:5 “But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into HELL. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”



	 

	He warned people over and over again about not going there? Why?

	Because any sane person would warn people from going to a place like that! And that’s precisely what Jesus did, because He loves people and doesn’t want them to go there! Hell is one place you never want to go. In fact, let’s take a look at why Jesus warned us so much about a place like that.

	 

	“As I have already said, the most amazing time you will ever spend is the first 5 minutes after you die. Man is the only creature that knows he’s going to die and

	 

	
he’s trying desperately to forget the fact that he’s going to die and if you mention death there are people that will get a little nervous, and they will change the

	subject like you do with your channel changer on television. They don’t want to think about death.”

	 

	‘Imagine driving in your car, carrying on a normal conversation, when suddenly a car crashes into the side of your automobile and you die. If you are not saved, you are thrust into a crowd of arms pulling you into the pit of Hell. You are

	screaming, you don’t want to go there. But with the wailing and gnashing of teeth you are pulled deeper and deeper. All you hear is screaming, crying, wailing, and moaning, the most horrible sounds a human can imagine. You cannot believe you are in such a place.’

	 

	“Hell is a real place. Men may laugh, and they make jokes about the existence of such a place as Hell. A natural instinct that it’s better to ignore it, to not think

	about it whatsoever, or to deny it.”

	 

	“I believe when I face God, and I’m going to face Him, I’m going to have to give an account for the way I preach. I would much rather God say, ‘Adrian, when

	[image: https://i2.wp.com/jamestabor.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Lake-Fire.jpg?resize=413%2C310&ssl=1]you preached on Hell you took my word too literally.’ I would much rather Him say that than ‘Adrian, when you preached on Hell you

	explained it away and you did not take my word seriously.’ I’m going to preach it like God wrote it. Like God wrote it. Here is a man who said, ‘I am tormented in this flame!’

	 

	
Don’t water that down. Don’t try to explain that away. It’s a place of sensual misery. It’s a place of emotional misery. In v25 Abraham says to this rich man, ‘Son, remember you will carry your memories to Hell.’ God tells us, we will never, never forget anything, nothing. You say, ‘Oh, I’ve forgotten many things.’ They are stored in your brain. Push the right button and they will come back.

	You go to Hell and you will remember. You will remember every lie you ever

	told. Every dirty joke. Every time you took God’s name in vain. Every gray hair you gave your mother. Every wrinkle you put in your father’s brow. You will remember. You will remember the people that prayed for you, begged you, and pleaded with you to come to Christ. You will remember.”

	 

	Imagine the fire burning, hotter than any fire while you were alive. The people screaming and crying because the burning never stops. You live for eternity in the flame. People trying to kill themselves only to keep burning and screaming and crying, all the while with satan and his demons watching, smiling and enjoying the whole scene knowing this is going to be going on for eternity.

	 

	[image: Image result for hell]People, if all there was to salvation was to know that by the grace and mercy of God that we’ve been spared from that place forever, isn’t that enough to keep a smile on your face forever! And this

	is one of the most powerful witnesses we have for Jesus. Don’t believe me?Listen to what these people have to say when they don’t see a Christian that is radiating that joy.

	 

	The German atheist Friedrich Nietzsche said scornfully about Christians of his day, “I would believe in their salvation if they looked a little more like people who have been saved.”

	 

	Phillips Brooks said, “The religion that makes a man look sick certainly won’t cure the world.”

	 

	Billy Sunday. He said this. “To see some Christians, you’d think an essential to being one is to have a face so long you could eat oatmeal out of the end of a gas pipe.”

	 

	
Oliver Wendell Holmes. He said this. “Hey, I might have entered the ministry, if so many Christians didn’t look and act they were undertakers.”

	 

	Mahatma Gandhi was once asked by the missionary E. Stanley Jones “Mr. Ghandi, though you quote the words of Christ often, why is that you appear to so adamantly reject becoming his follower?” To which Ghandi replied, “Oh, I don’t reject your Christ. I love your Christ. It’s just that so many of you Christians are so unlike your Christ.”

	 

	A high school girl said, “I attended your Church service yesterday. During the singing of the hymns I was surprised to note that some of the Church people weren’t singing. Between their sighs and yawns, they just stared into space. The Pastor’s sermon was very interesting, although some members didn’t seem to think so. They looked bored and restless. I said good morning to one couple, but their response was less than cordial. My parents don’t go to Church services. I came alone yesterday hoping to find a place to truly worship. But I’m sorry, but I didn’t find it in your Church and I won’t be back.”6

	 

	Folks, the facts are this. What we say, how we look, what we radiate with our countenances, determines our witness for Jesus. And f we’re not expressing His joy, and why wouldn’t we if we acknowledge He saved us from hell, then people we say we want to lead to Christ are unfortunately steered away from Christ. That’s not a good way to live in these Last Days, let alone any day for Jesus.

	But that’s still not even the full story. Let’s amplify even more what Peter was saying in the beginning, in regard to our salvation, as being an inexpressible and glorious joy. Why? Because he said a key word there… “You are receiving the goal of your faith, that salvation of your souls.” In other words, there’s no doubt about it. If you are a true born-again Christian, you are rescued from hell and you are going to make it to heaven, the exact polar opposite, where there will be nothing but eternal joy forever! Not eternal damnation! Here’s the great news. Here’s why it’s glorious. Here’s why it’s cause for great joy just thinking about it. Even if you think you can’t make it, guess what?? You will!!! It’s guaranteed! It’s totally secure!!! “You are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls!” No matter if you can’t walk anymore!!! No matter if your legs are giving out, spiritually!!! You’re going to win!!! You’re going to finish!!! It’s God’s salvation, not yours!!!! Which means…You’re Heavenly Father is going to make sure you are going to make it even if He has to carry you

	 

	
across the finish line Himself, like this father did with his son. Get ready to put that smile on your face!

	 

	The year was 1992. It was the Men’s 400m race. A young man was favored to win the 400-meter race in the Barcelona Summer Olympics. He was running ahead of the rest; however, disappointment came about 250 meters from the finish. They were running to the finish line, when his hamstring tore, and he hobbled to a halt then fell to the ground in pain.

	 

	He was kneeling on the track sobbing in pain, he couldn’t go any farther. As he collapsed on the track, stretcher bearers made their way over to him, he knew he

	[image: Derek Redmond.jpg]had to decide. So, despite the pain, he stood up and began to hobble along the track. Even though the rest had already crossed the finish line he hobbled to reach the line also. He was practically hopping on one leg to get to the finish line.

	 

	Suddenly, a large man pushed through the crowds, fighting back security. The man was his father. As his father ran to catch up with his son, he took hold of him to help him balance and continue on, to reach the finish line. “You don’t have to do this,” he told

	his weeping son. “Yes, I do,” the son declared. “Well then,” replied his dad, “we’re going to finish this

	together!”

	 

	The father wrapped his arms around his son and helped him hobble around

	the track. The son put his arm around his fathers’ neck and proceeded to cry on his shoulder. Shortly before the finish line the father let go of his son and the son completed the race with a standing ovation from the crown of 65.000.

	 

	Derek Redmond may not have finished first place, but he managed to finish his race. Despite the pain, despite the tears he determined to give his all motivated

	 

	
by a love so strong of a father who picks him up when he falls. What made the father do that? To leave the stands and meet his son on the track? It was the pain on his child’s face. His son was hurt but wanted to finish the race. So, the father came to help him finish.

	 

	God is like that. When we are hurting and fighting to finish, He comes and helps us. How about you? How is your race? Are you in pain? Are you on the verge of quitting? God wants you to finish strong because He loves you. Will you open your heart to Him?5

	 

	This is what Peter is saying. This is why we can have that inexpressible and glorious joy being a positive witness for Jesus every single day. We simply open our hearts and acknowledge all that He’s done for us. He’s not only spared us from hell, but at the same time, even though as a Christian I still stumble and bumble in this race called life, our Heavenly Father is there ready, willing, and able to pick us up by His Spirit in order to make sure we get to the finish line called heaven! Isn’t that awesome? Appreciating this truth is how you maintain experiencing God’s supernatural joy! And that’s also how you keep on being that positive powerful witness for Jesus in these Last Days! Amen?

	 

	
How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit. (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I now invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	In Jesus’ name. Amen.

	 

	
Notes

	————————————

	Chapter 1 Experiencing God’s Joy Part 1

	
		George Whitefield



	(http://www.believersweb.org/view.cfm?ID=94)

	
		Richest Men (http://216.239.35.100/search?q=cache:7U7IzTXz5kYC:spiritual.crosswalk. com/partner/Article_Display_Page/0,,PTID74456%257CCHID469720% 257CCIID1138862,00.html+1923+Edgewater+Beach+hotel&hl=en&ie= UTF-8)

		George Whitefield’s Pain



	(http://www.believersweb.org/view.cfm?ID=94)

	 

	 

	Chapter 2 Experiencing God’s Joy Part 2

	
		Fanny Crosby



	(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fanny_Crosby)

	
		Viktor Frankl



	(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/viktor_Frankl)

	
		Nick Vujicic



	(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Vujicic)

	
		Nick Vujicic



	(http://www.inspiring-quotes-and-stories.com/nick-vujicic.html)

	 

	 

	Chapter 3 Experiencing God’s Joy Part 3

	
		Billy Sunday



	(http://www.believersweb.net/view.cfm?ID=158) (http://www.wholesomewords.org/biography/biorpsunday.html) (http://www.trivia-library.com/a/biography-of-famous-preacher-billy- sunday-part-1.htm)

	 

	
(http://www.trivia-library.com/a/biography-of-famous-preacher-billy- sunday-part-2.htm)

	(http://www.billysunday.org/) (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Sunday)

	
		Billy Sunday’s Pain



	(https://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/billy-sunday-4671.php)

	
		Paul Washer



	(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tI8ajoO83NM)

	 

	 

	Chapter 4 Experiencing God’s Joy Part 4

	
		George Muller (http://www.believersweb.org/view.cfm?ID=92) (http://www.wholesomewords.org/biography/bmuller2.html) (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_M%C3%Bcller) (http://chi.gospelcom.net/kids/glimpsesforkids/gfk008.php)



	(http://www.characterstories.net/index.php/chapter/the-amazing-story- of-george-muller-part-3/)

	
		Tim Hawkins (https://www.google.com/search?q=tim+Hawkins+bedtime+prayer&rlz=1 CHBF_enUS727US727&q=tim+Hawkins+bedtime+prayer&aqs= chrome..69i57j0.7031j1j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8)

		Neglected Bible



	(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_AHS6K_xsxQ)

	 

	 

	Chapter 5 Experiencing God’s Joy Part 5

	
		George Muller Part 2



	(https://www.georgemuller.org/)

	
		God Pie



	(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upmyrinWq64)

	
		Schindlers List



	(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schindler%27s_List)

	 

	
Chapter 6 Experiencing God’s Joy Part 6

	
		John Newton



	(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Newton)

	
		Jeffrey Dahmer



	(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4MK9gIxbxrk)

	
		Dahmers Father



	(https://www.oxygen.com/blogs/5-people-who-knew-jeffrey-dahmer- describe-what-he-was-like)

	
		Spotless



	(Video)

	
		Derek Redmond



	(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V93-mOwkw3I)

	
		Christian without Joy (http://www.preachtheword.co.uk/sermon.asp?sid=bfg14.html) (http://www.net153.com/illustrations/christianlifen.shtml) (http://www.bible.org/illus/j/j-12.htm#TopOfPage) (http://jmm.aaa.net.au/articles/552.htm) (http://www.geocities.com/jmkeeter/blessusa.htm)
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