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	To my daughter, Rebecca.

	 

	In the beginning, it was your mother and me.

	We thought we were complete.

	But God shone from above,

	And gave you to us.

	And now we’ve become a family.

	 

	Our greatest desire,

	Is that you would be join us in heaven,

	With your mother, brother and me,

	Enjoined to Jesus,

	In order that we can continue,

	To share our love together as a family,

	Not just here on earth, but forever in eternity.

	 

	Now that you have accepted Jesus,

	As your personal Lord and Savior,

	I take great comfort in knowing,

	This will now come true for all of us.

	.

	You are our precious gift from the Father of heavenly lights. 

	Therefore, as your earthly father, I share these insights.

	May they encourage you to run hard after Jesus,

	By making the most of the time we have here on earth,

	For nothing else matters and nothing will last

	Except that which we do for Him.

	 

	We don’t know who’s getting there first,

	Or if we’ll all arrive in heaven at the same time,

	But should we enter glory ahead of you,

	Remember it’s just a temporary goodbye.

	 

	We love you, Rebecca.
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	Preface

	 

	As I’ve mentioned in other books, I used to be one of those so-called Pastors who said it wasn’t necessary to teach and equip the flock on Bible Prophecy, let alone the Book of Revelation. Even though God gave me a “spiritual spanking” in Seminary through faithful and godly men, reminding me that one third of the Bible deals directly, or indirectly, with Bible Prophecy, therefore as a faithful shepherd of the flock, I needed to get busy feeding the Church the “whole” counsel of God. It still took the “shock” of the events of 9/11 to motivate me into being that faithful shepherd, one that preached all of the Bible to the Body of Christ. The very next week, and ever since then, I have been teaching on the Book of Revelation, and other Bible Prophecy related issues, and have never looked back. Once I began teaching on Bible Prophecy, what I now call “the missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” I was not only radically changed, but so was my Christian mindset. I began to realize that it’s not enough to just “know” we’re living in the Last Days, the point is to “do something” about it. In short, an urgency began to develop inside of me that drove me to the obvious conclusion, “We need to get busy reaching as many as we can, as fast as we can, as far reaching as we can, with what time we have left.” In response to that we launched the teaching ministry “Get A Life Ministries” with the mission tag line “Reaching the world for Jesus Christ one piece of media at a time” because we felt the modern day media was the fastest and best way to achieve this goal. This has been our personal passion now for over seventeen years. But I’ve noticed in the Pastoral ministry there seems to be a problem. There is a horrible disconnect in the Body of Christ. Either Churches are not teaching on Bible prophecy, the “missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” so there’s no common sense urgency in these Last Days, or, the Churches that do, those Christians either look at Bible prophecy as a source of “Christian Entertainment,” thus it never translates into a great drive for the lost, or they live such sloppy, worldly, ungodly, duplicid, lives that they become a “bad witness” to the lost. Therefore I have written these series of books to hopefully, and prayerfully, aid in being that “motivated” “responsible” and “positive” witness for Jesus in these Last Days because frankly, nothing else matters. One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book, then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                                                                                                                                                         Billy Crone

	Las Vegas, Nevada

	2018

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Part II

	————————————

	Experiencing God’s Peace

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	A Misplaced Mind

	Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was not only a brilliant author, songwriter, and theologian, but many consider him to be the father of the Protestant movement, which eventually gave birth to our modern-day Christianity. 

	 

	But it wasn’t always this way. He was born in 1483 in Germany at a time when it was taught that those who were really serious about salvation needed to become monks and do good works. And so that’s what he did.

	 

	However, he still found himself troubled in his soul, about his salvation.

	 

	He desperately tried the system of works that the Roman Catholic Church told him was how you obtain salvation. But he still knew deep down inside that he fell miserably short.

	 

	Finally, it was during this time of personal torment and doubt, from trying to be ‘good enough’ for God, that this man came across the fateful words in the Book of Romans, himself, in the Bible, ‘the just will live by faith.’

	 

	Suddenly, in an instant, he realized that it was God who makes us right, through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross, not our own self-sacrificial works that was taught by the Catholic religion.

	So, like a man set free from jail, overnight, this one man became a champion of this amazing glorious message in the Bible. He began to spread it to anyone and everyone as fast as he could. But that still wasn’t enough.

	 

	Soon, he not only proclaimed that which was true, he began to denounce that which was false. One day he published 95 objections against the Roman Catholic Church and nailed it to a church door for a debate.

	 

	Well, as you might expect, the Catholic Church didn’t like this, so they tried to silence him. Then they tried to get rid of him, then they tried to get him to recant and denounce his teachings, and then they just flat out tried to kill him.

	 

	But this one man, in the face of all these threats, simply made his now infamous reply:

	‘Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures, I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted, and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help me. Amen?’

	[image: Image]And later this man was whisked away by some of his supporters and kept in a safe environment, so he could continue to proclaim this amazing message of freedom, that had been shackled for centuries by the Roman Catholic Church.

	His name of course was, Martin Luther.1

	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say Martin Luther had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so, that I’d say he was experiencing God’s Peace. But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Martin Luther is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Martin Luther get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am, fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like Martin Luther had, is available to every single Christian! That means you! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Martin Luther had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	We saw another way to maintain God’s Joy, that He’s already given to us, is not just by our actions, but our moment by moment appreciation of what He’s done for us. We do that by saying, “Thank you God for Saving My Soul,” forgiving me of all my sins, even the sin of self-righteousness, and “Thank you God for Sparing My Soul,” i.e. rescuing me from hell!” If all there was to salvation was just that, being spared from hell, isn’t that enough to keep a smile on your face? You bet it is! And that’s how you keep being a positive witness for Jesus. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I finally rediscover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	[image: Image]

	We can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days, by not having God’s joy, by being grumpy and depressed all the time, when you don’t have to, but we can also mess it up by not having God’s peace and so we’re frantic, anxious, and stressed all the time. We say stuff like, “Hey, come to Jesus He’s great!” or “Hey, I have such peace since I surrendered my life to Jesus. Wouldn’t you like to have it too?” Then all day long we’re freaked out, stressed out, bugged out just like the rest of the world! Even committing road rage as a Christian! Not a good advertisement for Jesus, for those of you wondering. And yet, here’s the irony! The Bible says it doesn’t have to be this way, especially for the Christian! And here’s why. The Bible says we should be the most peaceful people on the whole planet! Why? Because the Bible says God has already given us His peace! And what a peace it is! It comes from the Greek word “eirene” and it means this, “a tranquilizing state of the soul.” And get this, it’s not just speaking about a calmness, but listen, “a tranquilizing [image: Image]peace” like somebody just gave you, literally, a horse tranquilizer! Which means, your house could be burning down, but you say, “Hey, praise God! I’m at peace.” Your car just broke down in the middle of the freeway in traffic, but you say, “Hey, life is good man. I’m at peace.” Your kids could’ve just run over the neighbor’s cat on the way to Church services, but you say, “Praise God I never liked cats anyway.” No! I’m just kidding on that one! But seriously folks, here’s the great news! This kind of peace, a literal horse tranquilizing kind of peace, is not just real, but it’s available to all who would call upon the Name of the Lord…i.e. the Christian! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	John 14:23-27 “Jesus replied, If anyone loves Me, he will obey My teaching. My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me will not obey My teaching. These words you hear are not My own; they belong to the Father who sent Me. All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

	 

	Now folks, according to our text, you can’t get any clearer than this. Jesus says to anyone and everyone who would come to Him and truly love Him, i.e. truly be His disciple, that we no longer what? We should no longer need to be afraid or troubled like the world, i.e. totally freaking out, totally frantic, and totally beside ourselves, with what’s going on in the world, like we saw earlier. Why? Because He said, when we come to Him, when we truly become His disciple, He gives us His peace! Okay, and notice a couple of things about this peace. One, He did not say that we “might” have His peace or that maybe “someday” if we grunt or groan long enough, He will “think” about giving us His peace, but He what? Jesus said He’s already given us His peace, right? My peace I give to you! And secondly, notice the phrase, “My Peace,” key words there. This means it’s not the same kind of phony baloney peace the world gives with strings attached, no peace at all. No! This is the very same kind of peace that Jesus Christ has Himself. Which totally blows me away when you read the Bible! The Bible says that Jesus wept, Jesus got hungry, and Jesus got tired. But here’s my point. You never see, in the Bible, Jesus huddling in a corner freaking out wringing His hands wondering what in the world He was going to do next? No, of course not! Rather what you see is that when troubles arose, oftentimes there was a steady complete peace. In fact, one time in the Bible, in Matthew 8, there was a horrible storm that arose, and the [image: Image]disciples were all freaking out, screaming and telling Jesus were all going to drown, remember that? The point is, what was Jesus doing when all this commotion was going on? He was taking a nap, right? He was sleeping in the boat. Why? Because He’s the Prince of Peace Himself! And people, this is the great news. He’s given us this same kind of peace, if we really belong to Him, if we’re truly His child. I didn’t say that, He did! And yet, herein lies our problem. Even though we’ve been given this amazing peace from the Prince of Peace Himself, Jesus Christ, let’s be honest folks, we hardly ever experience it do we? No! Of course not!

	So, to me, that’s the obvious question, “Why not? How can this be? I mean, how can we Christians not be at peace, even in the midst of a horrible storm, like the disciples, when Jesus Christ has already given it to us?” Well hey, great question guys, I’m glad you asked. It works well with my notes. Here’s what we do. It’s simple really. We just allow ourselves to be tricked and seduced by the evil one into short-circuiting God’s peace from flowing in our lives. That’s it! And it works every time!

	 

	The 1st way he gets us to do that is By Having a Misplaced Mind.

	 

	Philippians 4:8-9 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” 

	 

	[image: 1024px-Gnome-face-angry]      According to our text, again, you can’t get any clearer than this. The Bible simply says that when we have our minds focused on that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy, the things of God, what’s going to happen? We’re going to be at peace because the God of peace is with us, when we think on these things, the things of God, right? Why? Because here’s how it works. The Bible says that we’re made up of a spirit, soul, and body. We’re a tri-part being. Our soul is that part of us which is our mind, our will, and our emotions. Here’s how it works. Our mind is our thought life, or that which we think upon. Our will is the decisions we make based upon what we’re thinking.  Our emotions are the feelings we produce based upon the decisions of what we’re thinking. Now here’s my whole point in bringing this up when it comes to the peace of God flowing in our lives. Let me give you an example on how all this plays out in our mind, our will, and emotions. Our soul.

	Let’s say you choose to think about some event or some encounter that happened either five minutes ago or even five years ago, okay, because time doesn’t matter when you’re dealing with the thought life. And let’s say this event was very upsetting to you. I mean it was a time when you got really, really, really, angry. Here’s what happened, I guarantee you, when you chose to think about that event. Once you decided by your will, to play that tape again in your mind, what did your emotions do? They instantly produced the appropriate response, even though it happened long ago. You got angry all over again, just like that, right? Why? Because here’s how it works. Your emotions don’t know the difference between what is real or make-believe. They don’t know the difference between what is happening right now or five years ago. They just do what they’re designed to do. They produce the appropriate response based upon what you are thinking, real or make-believe! In fact, let me demonstrate it to you. I’m going to share with you a true-life video of a guy who actually stumbled across a big ol’ giant snake, I mean a big one, true-life video here folks, and you tell me what it does to you! 

	 

	[image: Image]The video begins with the camera looking at the tail of a python snake cooling itself against the wall of a building. As the camera scans its body it gets bigger and bigger and it not only lays along the side of the building, but it goes around the building. The camera follows it around the corner. This has to be the biggest snake ever. Finally, as it starts to slim down a bit we notice that we are about to come to the head. As the camera gets closer to the head the snake turns and jumps at the camera causing not only the photographer to fall back but the audience to gasp in horror.

	 

	Huh, was that funny or what?  What a practical joker! How many of you would have jumped out of your seat as well, when that snake jumped out at the screen? Uh huh, a bunch of you would have, right? Now here’s my point. Even though that snake wasn’t really going to jump out of the screen and get them, they still what? They still freaked out and jumped anyway, didn’t they? Why?  Because again, their emotions didn’t know the difference between what is real or make-believe. They don’t know the difference between a video on a screen or a video you choose to play in your head. That which you think upon. They just do what they’ve been designed to do. They produce the appropriate response based upon what you’re thinking. It’s so simple. If you choose to think about scary things, guess how you feel? You start to feel scared, don’t you? If you choose to start thinking about angry things, guess how you feel? You start to feel angry, don’t you? If you choose to think about a depressing situation, guess how you feel? You start to feel depressed, don’t you? And on and on it goes! Why? Because you are doing the exact opposite of what the Bible says to do! You need to pay attention to your mind, instead of having a misplaced mind. You need to think upon that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy, why? So that you’ll feel that way! So that you’ll experience the peace of God, by thinking upon the things of God, even in the midst of a storm! But if you want to choose to think upon that which is wrong, horrible, deceitful, unholy, gross, disgraceful, rotten, and sick, then gee whiz, guess how you’re going to feel? You’re going to feel that way, aren’t you? Do you see how it works? 

	 

	The 1st way the enemy tricks us into having this misplaced mind, thinking upon all the wrong stuff, so we’ll miss out on the peace of God, is with Music.

	 

	Oh, is he slick or what? People, I’m telling you, one of the easiest ways the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting God’s peace, is with music! And all he’s done is twist it from its original purpose.

	 

	[image: Image]Psalm 150:3-6 “Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre, praise Him with tambourine and dancing, praise Him with the strings and flute, praise Him with the clash of cymbals, praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.” 

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. The best thing we could ever be doing with music is what? Praising God with it, right? Whatever instrument you’ve got, you need to be praising God with that thing, right? Why? Because here’s how it works. It’s not just glorifying to God, it’s good for man! Stop and think about it. When you’re singing songs about God, where’s your mind? It’s on the things of God, right? And as we saw earlier, when your mind is on the things of God, guess what begins to flow? The peace of God, right? Of course! And so, here’s my point. The enemy knows this. He knows it so stinking well. He’s not stupid. Here’s what he does. He gets us to listen to music that gets us to think about all the wrong things. Not the things of God! Not the things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy, no! If we did that, we’d feel the peace of God! But rather, he gets us to think on music that promotes that which is wrong, horrible, deceitful, unholy, gross, disgraceful, and rotten! Why? So that we’ll feel that way! But you might be thinking, “Well hey Pastor Billy, you don’t need to worry about me, I only listen to Country Music!” Really?  Have you ever listened to the actual Country Music titles? You tell me if these songs are going to produce peace in you!

	 

	
		How Can I Miss You If You Won’t Go Away?

		[image: Image]You’re the Reason Our Kids Are So Ugly

		I’ve Been Flushed From The Bathroom Of Your Heart

		My Wife Ran Off With My Best Friend And I Sure Do Miss Him

		Thank God And Greyhound She’s Gone

		I Wouldn’t Take Her To A Dawg Fight Because I’m Afraid She’d Win

		Her Teeth Were Stained, But Her Heart Was Pure

		I Don’t Know Whether To Kill Myself Or Go Bowling

		I Wanna Whip Your Cow

		I Would Have Wrote You A Letter, But I Couldn’t Spell Yuck!

		I’d Rather Have A Bottle In Front Of Me Than A Frontal Lobotomy

		I’m Just A Bug On The Windshield Of Life

		Billy Broke My Heart at Walgreens and I Cried All the Way to Sears

		She Thinks My Tractor’s Sexy

		Saddle Up the Stove, Ma, I’m Riding the Range Tonight

		If the Phone Don’t Ring, It’s Me Not Calling You Up

		If I Had Shot You When I Wanted To, I’d Be Out By Now

		If You Can’t Live Without Me, Why Aren’t You Dead Yet?

		You’re The Hangnail In My Life, And I Can’t Bite You Off

		 Mama Get the Hammer There’s a Fly on Papa’s Head



	 

	Yeah, and that’s why Papa’s been dead now for 14 years! Boy, I feel at such great peace now, how about you? Yeah, right! Hey folks, maybe it’s just me, but I’m kind of thinking that’s probably not the most peaceful kind of producing music I should be listening to, you know what I’m saying? I mean, if I’m supposed to be thinking about that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy, for the peace of God to flow, that’s probably not going to do the job, you know what I’m saying? Thinking about marital breakups, bad relationships, and beating my dad in the head with a hammer, that doesn’t seem to produce peace for me! Granted that was a humorous example, but I’m deadly serious. Music is one of the most powerful forces today in shaping the mind. Don’t take my word for it, listen to these secular researchers.

	 

	“Music is as powerful as television for people in general. The American Medical Association concluded that music is a greater influence in the life of teenagers than television. 

	 

	[image: Image]The average teenager listens to 10,500 hours of music during the years between the 7th and 12th grades, and thus music surpasses television as an influence in teenagers’ lives.

One person stated that songs, “Are more than mere mirrors of society; they are a potent force in the shaping of it. Studies have found that consumers of music with harmful themes “increases discomfort in family situations, a preference for friends over family, and poor academic performance.”

Oddly enough, surveys found that more teenagers than adults believe that popular music encourages antisocial behavior. Some popular music remains part of the cultural virus that can lead some young people to violence. 

	 

	One Dr. testified in the U.S. Senate hearings that tons of research have been done on the interrelationship of music and human behavior. He simply says that music affects our moods, our attitudes, our emotions, and our behavior.” 2

	 

	So basically, the teenagers admit it and so does the Senate, but we adults in the Church won’t? But for those of you who still persist that music doesn’t really have an effect on our moods, attitudes, emotions, and behavior, including not experiencing God’s Peace, let’s take a look at what’s going on with Modern Music today, and you tell me if this is going to help produce the peace of God flowing in our lives.

	 

	[image: Image]This video shows Van Halen singing to an auditorium full of people. While they are cheering, he is singing Runnin with the Devil. It then goes to the Insane Clown Posse singing words you can’t understand to an outdoors crowd of hundreds, he holds his microphone out towards them, so they can all sing along with him.  Madonna comes on next. She is jumping around on stage singing ‘Ring my Bell, Ring my Bell, and I don’t give a (expletive) if I go to Hell.’ ‘Follow me and do exactly what the song says, smoke weed, take pills, drop out of school, kill people and drink,’ sang by Eminem. ‘I wish to sell my soul, to be reborn. I wish for earthly riches, don’t want no crown of thorns, I wish to sell my soul, to be reborn. I wish for earthly riches, don’t want no crown of thorns.’ By another artist, ‘Tonight is the night that two become one’, then there is DMX singing, ‘I sold my soul to the devil, the price was cheap.’ Satin’s Lie sings, ‘Hell ain’t a bad place to be.’ ‘And I said, Hello, satan, I believe it’s time to go,’ from an old jazz song. And finally, ‘They know me as a cowboy, the devil without a cause,’ and ‘Who cares what they say because rules are for breaking,’ ‘Beelzebub (satan) has a devil put aside for me, for me, for me.’ ‘If you want to be good girl get yourself a bad boy’, ‘My lord Hare Krishna, my, my, my lord Hare Krishna, my sweet lord’, by the Beatles. 

	 

	Oh yeah, nothing like singing a song about Krishna, the false Hindu god who by definition is, “The Lord of destruction. The serpent of eternity. The prince of demons,” to help produce the peace of God in our lives. Wow! I feel so much better, already. Hey folks, who are we kidding? This has nothing to do with legalism. It has everything to do with common sense! Don’t tell me you’re serious about experiencing the peace of God, and you have no idea why you’re in such a restless state, and you keep putting that stuff in your brain! Are you kidding me? You’re doing it to yourself! It’s self-inflicted torture! You’re doing the exact opposite of what the Bible says we need to do with our minds!

	 

	Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

	 

	The Bible clearly says that if you would just renew your mind with the things of God, you’ll not only get to experience the peace of God, but you’ll get to know the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God! It’s a life full of blessings! But, if you want to, ingest things that are rotten, bad, sinful, and horrible, then you’ll not only start to feel that way, but you start to live that way? Do you really think the enemy doesn’t know this? Are you kidding me folks? He’s not stupid! He knows exactly what he’s doing! Somewhere along the line, he tricked you and seduced you into having a misplaced mind, by putting that junk in your mind with music. It’s that simple! That’s why you don’t experience God’s Peace! That’s why your witness is not very good in these Last Days! But you might be thinking, “Well come on Pastor Billy! You mean to tell me that the music I listen to really does determine whether or not I experience the Peace of God?” YES! I didn’t say it…God did! But if you don’t want to listen to God, which I don’t recommend, then let’s go back to Martin Luther. How in the world did he take on the Catholic Church? Because you have to put it into historical context. The Catholic Church back then had a stranglehold on the Western World. And if anybody dared to disagree with them and their false teachings, they wouldn’t just imprison you, they’d torture you and kill you! Things like this are recorded in history, “burn you alive, beat you to death, suffocate you, drown you, put you on the rack and pull your body apart, crush your head and use instruments to tear your flesh off, just to name a few. I can’t name the rest of them, they are sick. But this is the crowd that Martin Luther went up against when he made his infamous statement that he was not to recant. In fact, let’s look at a reenactment [image: Image]of it.

	 

	“You have not answered the question!” The priest states as he is looking at Martin Luther. “You, Martin Luther will not draw into doubt those things which the Catholic Church has judged already. Now give your answer. Yes or no.” “Will you recant or will you not?” a second priest asked him. Martin Luther replies, “Since your majesty and your lordships desire a simple reply, I will answer. Unless I am convinced by scripture and by plain reason and not by popes and councils who have so often contradicted themselves, my conscience is captive to the Word of God to go against consciences neither right nor safe. I cannot, and I will not recant. Here I stand.” 

	 

	In total peace, facing the Religious Power of the day who burned alive those who disagreed with them, beat you to death, suffocate you, drown you, put you on the rack and pulled your body apart, crushed your head and used instruments to tear your flesh off, how in the world did he do that? That really happened folks!!!  Martin Luther was not only into the Word of God and his mind was held captive to that, whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy, that’s when God’s Peace is with you. but he was also into Godly music. In fact, he didn’t have the liberty of having hymnals to sing songs, so he composed a bunch of them himself. In fact, he was a big-time singer, maybe you recognize one of his greatest sources of strength and peace via music. It goes like this:

	 

	“A Mighty Fortress is Our God, a bulwark never failing…

	And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us:
[image: Image]The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure

	For lo, his doom is sure, one little word shall fell him.

	The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, His kingdom is forever.”3

	 

	When you put all that together, I think that’s why he could say, “Here I stand in total peace.” Folks, this study has nothing to do with legalism. It has everything to do with common sense. If you’re here today and you’re sick and tired of reading the Bible in one hand and looking at your life and saying, “Man, something’s missing here. Something does not compute. What is going on? I have no peace! Then maybe you too need to rediscover how to experience God’s Peace. Get back to putting whatever is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy into your brain via music because I’m here to tell you, once you do, you’re going to discover just like that, you’re not only experiencing the Peace of God again, but now you’ve become a powerful witness to our world who is so frantic, with no peace, and stressed out. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Eight

	————————————

	A Misplaced Mind

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was not only an extremely busy man, oftentimes working to the point of total exhaustion, but he did so with tons and tons of illnesses that he had to constantly endure. 

	Just a few of them were kidney stones, constipation, diarrhea, hemorrhoids, dizziness, ringing in the ears, an ulcer in his leg, and even heart problems, day after day!

	[image: Image]But even this wouldn’t stop him from sharing the truths of God. You know, being a positive commercial for Jesus. 

	For instance, in one year, in 1527, he was sick for 8 months, but he still found time to preach 60 sermons, lectured, wrote 100 letters, 15 tracts, worked on the Old Testament, took brief trips, and one of his children was born.

	Then in 1530 he was sick for 10 months, but managed to preach 60 more sermons, continued to lecture, wrote 170 letters and 30 tracts.

	Then the very next year he was sick for 6 months and still preached an incredible 180 sermons, lectured even more, wrote another 100 letters and 15 tracts, and endured the death of his mother. 

	And yet, through it all, he continued to faithfully serve our Almighty God, and let others know about the peace we can have in Jesus Christ.”

	So much for having it easy in ministry. Wow! His name of course was, Martin Luther.1

	 

	Once again, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Martin Luther had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is Experiencing God’s Peace, amen? But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Martin Luther is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Martin Luther get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark?  I’m not experiencing God’s peace. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like Martin Luther had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.  And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Martin Luther had. 

	 

	We have already read in the first six chapters that the 1st key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And last time we read the 2nd key to the Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	There we saw we can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days by not having God’s Joy, But we can also mess it up by not having God’s Peace. We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great!” or “Hey I have such peace since I surrendered this life to Jesus, wouldn’t you like to have it too?” Then all day long were freaked out, stressed out, bugged out just like the rest of the world, AHHHHHHHHHHHH! Even committing road rage as a Christian! And for those of you wondering, that’s not a good advertisement for Jesus. Fortunately, just like the Joy thing, we saw that God has already given us His Peace as well, so we don’t need to be troubled, or fearful, or freaked out, or afraid. We can experience “eirene” His peace, literally a “tranquilizing state of the soul.” Which means, your house could be burning down, but you say, “Hey, praise God! I’m at peace.” Your car just broke down in the middle of traffic hour on the freeway, but you say, “Hey, life is good man. I’m at peace.” The Deacons could give you a chicken shirt last week in front of everyone at the BBQ Cookoff Contest and you say, “I’m going to get you for that!” No! I’m just kidding on that one! But seriously, here’s the great news! This kind of peace is available to every single Christian! The problem though is we hardly ever experience it! WHY? Because the evil one tricks us into having a Misplaced Mind. 

	 

	The 1st way he does that is with Music.

	 

	He gets us to do the exact opposite of what the Scripture says to do with our minds. We’re supposed to think about that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy, to keep God’s Peace flowing, but he gets us to think about that, that is horrible, deceitful, unholy, gross, disgraceful, rotten, and sinful. Why? Because it short-circuits the Peace of God! I didn’t say that. God did! Let’s go back to that text we saw last time that explains this. 

	 

	Philippians 4:6-9 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.” 

	 

	According to our text, you can’t get any clearer than this. We have divine permission from God not to freak out or be anxious like the rest of the world, right? Is that good news or what? By the way, what a powerful witness! Now, we’re still going to have problems just like the rest of the world, but what do we do? How do we react? We just pray and present our requests to God and keep our minds focused on the things of God! That which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. Why? Because that’s when you Experience the Peace of God that passes all understanding! Why? Because as we saw before, that’s what controls your emotions, that which you think! They don’t know the difference between what is real and make believe! Whatever tape you play in your head, it produces the appropriate response. You start to think about rotten things, you’ll start to feel rotten! You think about sad things, you start feeling sad. You’re taking a nice pleasant drive being at peace and then a bad thought comes your way and bang that’s how you start to feel, like this video shows!

	[image: Image]

	It’s a beautiful day. The birds are chirping, everything is green. It is so relaxing driving down this two-lane road way out in the country. There are no other cars around. As the car turns around the bend in the road, when all of a sudden, a zombie jumps out and screams and everything goes black. 

	 

	Wow! I thought that snake one was bad. How many of you jumped out of your seat, when that scary head popped on to the screen? Uh huh, a bunch of you did, right? But here’s my point. Even though that scary head really wasn’t going to get you, you still what? You still freaked out and jumped out of your seat anyway, didn’t you? Why? Because your emotions don’t know the difference between what is real or make-believe. They don’t know the difference between a scary head on a video or a scary thought in your brain! They produce the appropriate response every single time! The enemy knows this! He knows God’s already given us His peace and this is a way to be a powerful witness to our freaked out crazy anxious world, so he gets us to think about rotten things, so we’ll feel rotten. And he not only does it with Music. 

	 

	The 2nd way the enemy tricks us into having a Misplaced Mind, is with the Media.

	 

	If you thought the music today was a negative influence on our brain, in order to short-circuit the peace of God, you ain’t seen nothing yet! I’m telling you, one of the most profound ways the enemy tricks us into thinking upon all the wrong stuff, that which is wrong, horrible, deceitful, unholy, gross, disgraceful, rotten, and sick, so we’ll feel that way is with television. And again, all he’s done is taken something that could be used for good, and should be used for good, and twist it into something horribly rotten and dark! It’s the same tactic with music! Is it any wonder that Jesus warned us long ago about putting darkness in our eyes? I don’t think so! Check it out! 

	 

	Matthew 6:22-23 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness.” 

	 

	Now according to our text, Jesus speaking here, the best thing we could ever be doing with our eyes is what? Putting stuff into them that brings in lightness and not darkness, right? Why? Because the Bible says when your eyes are full of light, i.e. the good things of God, where’s your mind? It’s on the things of God, right? And when your mind is on the things of God, guess what begins to flow? The peace of God, right? Hey what a concept! And so, is it any wonder that the devil does the same thing with music with our ears, that he now does with television with our eyes? Are you kidding me? He’s not stupid folks. He knows exactly what he’s doing! He’s tricking us into ingesting great massive amounts of darkness, so we’ll not only feel that way, but in hopes we’ll live that way. Don’t believe me? You tell me how wonderful you feel after watching this, what the average family today ingests into their minds, 7 hours a day!

	 

	Four members of a family sit down on the couch to watch a movie. They are laughing, anxious for the movie to start. They are all dressed in white, the couch is white, the furniture is white. The only thing that isn’t white is the yellow popcorn that they are eating. The teenage boy pushes the button on the remote and ‘Gone With The Wind’ is on. It’s the scene where Clark Gable tells Vivian Leigh, ‘Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn.’ 

	 

	Suddenly a red paintball hits the kid right in the chest. Boy, that got his attention. But, in 1939 the word ‘damn’ was the first swear word in cinema history. The history of swearing in Hollywood has gone from 0 to the top of the scale from 1939 to 2010. Now the family is going to watch the movie, ‘The Wolf of Wall Street’ with Leonardo DiCaprio. This movie has the most swear words in cinema history. F-words: 528, Blasphemy: 70, Other language: 200, Sex/nudity: 27, Graphic violence: 3. The family now puts on 4 black hoods.

	[image: Image result for family gets hit with paintballs]The movie comes on and the understanding is that every time there is a swear word, etc, they will get shot with a paintball. The people holding the guns take aim and the movie begins. 

	 

	The family that is dressed in white, starts getting hit over and over with the paintballs. But they don’t only hit the family they are hitting everything else in the room. Glass is being shattered, flowers are flying, everything is turning all assorts of colors. But the message is, ‘every word has impact, protect yourself and your family.’

	 

	Oh yeah! I feel great! I just watched one show that cussed 528 times, blasphemed God 70 times, used other rotten language 200 times, referred to sex and nudity 27 times and showed graphic violence 3 times! Who in their right mind, would want to put that junk in their mind, if they ever want to experience the peace of God and be a positive witness for Jesus, right? And yet, the average American household combined, watches 7 hours a day of that stuff! That was just one show! Imagine watching 5 more hours of that stuff. And we wonder why we have no peace? No wonder David said this, after getting burned with his sin with Bathsheba, looking where he shouldn’t have. 

	 

	Psalm 101:2-4 “I will behave wisely in a perfect way…I will walk within my house with a perfect heart. I will set nothing wicked before my eyes.” 

	 

	Why? Because David knew junk in equals junk out! It’s that simple! That’s what the enemy has done with our media! He tricks us into putting junk in our eyes and it produces junk out! We never experience God’s peace that He’s already given to us! It short-circuits it! But you might be thinking, “Well hey, hey, hey! I only watch the news. I don’t watch any of that stuff. The news can’t be that bad for you?” Really? Have you been paying attention to what’s on the news lately? I don’t feel a whole lot peaceful about it! Check this out!

	 

	Rep. John Haller: “Congress shall now vote for approval of HR8791, the Homeland Terrorism Preparedness Bill. Said bill will request emergency response funding up to and including, oh, I’m sorry, this section is ‘classified’, dollars to prepare for National Level Terrorist attack and/or attack from ‘classified’. 

	 

	Funding for first responder personnel and vehicles would be doubled if said attack leads to more than 80% of the national population being affected by ‘classified’. This funding should commence in conjunction upon the first attack on ‘classified’ or the first large scale outbreak of ‘classified’, dependent upon which comes first. 

	[image: Image]

	 

	Civilian and military units shall be trained in containment and combat of ‘classified’ including a radiated ‘classified’ with the possibility of ‘classified’ airborne, ‘classified’ flesh eating ‘classified’ and/or all of the above in such an event as ‘classified’ spewing ‘classified’ escape are released or otherwise become uncontrollable.

	 

	Air Force units may also be directed to combat said ‘classified’ due to their enormous size and their other worldly strength. Should an event occur in urban areas, that’s ‘classified’ far surpassing our darkest nightmares should casualties exceed ‘classified’ body disposal actions shall be holed at associated resources to be reallocated to ‘classified’ underground ‘classified’ protected birthing centers. A new Bill of Rights shall be drafted and approved by ‘classified’. Having now reviewed the Bill, I ask you to please cast your votes.”2

	 

	Man! I feel such great peace right now after watching that news broadcast. I mean, how about you guys? I mean, this is obviously such a better way to go! What a routine! You wake up in the morning and you don’t turn on the things of God, but you turn that on. Then turn on secular music all day long. Then come home and watch several hours of even more of that stuff, AAAHHH!!! And then one more time, just before you go to bed, you flip it back on. Oh yeah, much better than doing it God’s way! By the way, that was a parody of a news broadcast, it wasn’t a real hearing. So, you can stop freaking out now. But the point remains the same. It’s not a far cry from what is on the news! How many times do I have to hear the world is getting worse??? I already know that! Drugs, murder, invasions, war, pestilence, you name it! It’s the same rotten message every day! Folks, the enemy’s not dumb! Here’s what he’s doing. He’s tricking us into Misplacing our Mind with modern day media that’s filled with rotten wickedness or rotten news, so we’ll never experience the Peace of God that He’s already given to us and be a rotten witness for Jesus! In fact, he knows the media is not only rotten but it’s very addictive like this video shows. Let’s take a look at this video again.

	 

	Video: Television says, “Look at me. Look at me. Look at me. Look at me. Look at me. No, don’t look over there, look at me. Look at me, look at me, look at me. Are you looking at me? Is everybody looking at me? Do I have everyone’s attention? Don’t get the wrong idea. I’m not trying to take over your life. You need what? What do you need? What do you need? You need to go to the bathroom? Fine! Get up, go to the bathroom and come back and look at me!

	[image: Image]

	 You need what? You need to get something to eat? Fine! Get something to eat and come back and look at me! You need to sleep? Fine! Get up, go to bed, get some sleep, come back and look at me! Okay, so we have an agreement. You will do what you absolutely have to do and when you are done you will come back and look at me. Don’t worry about your schedule. 

	 

	I am here for you, I am here for you. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, I am here for you. I am here for you. You need me. I am here. Fair and foul, thick and thin, I am here for you, I am here for you. People try to tell you I am bad. You tell them I am here for you! 24 hours a day, thick and thin, fair and foul I am here for you People try to tell you I am bad, you know what it sounds like to me? Sour grapes! 

	 

	No, No, No, don’t look over there. Look at me, look at me, look at me. I’ve got stuff you wouldn’t believe. Danger, sex, action, death, thrills, comedy, all here, all in the next eight minutes. 

	 

	Can you believe it? You can’t believe it. It’s unbelievable, you can’t believe it because it’s unbelievable. It’s a miracle, just keep looking at me, keep looking at me. Look at me, look at me, look at me.”3 

	 

	I showed that video and the paintball video about a year ago. We left here saying, “Man! I had no idea the media had gotten so rotten. I guess I got desensitized to it. But man! Pastor Billy, that’s it! I’m not going to put that stuff in my brain anymore…”  Let’s be honest. How many of you are still addicted to the ‘Look at Me’ device even after a year? You know why? Because listen, this is how slick the enemy is, it’s not only rotten, it’s addicting! Even Secular Researchers are admitting it!

	 

	
		The average household combined watches almost seven hours a day of television.

		On the average, a child spends 1,680 minutes a week watching television. Compare that with the 38.5 minutes a week that he or she talks one-on-one with a parent.

		By the time they reach kindergarten, the average American child has seen between 6,000 and 8,000 hours of television—approximately one-third of their total pre-school waking hours.

		At maturity, they will have spent more time in front of a television than in any classroom.

		By the age of ten, most children can name more brands of beer than Presidents.

		By the age of 18 months, children can already recognize advertising logos and by the age of ten they have memorized 300-400 brands. The average adult can recognize thousands.

		[image: Image]Children are exposed to 40,000 commercials every year and the average adult receives as many as 3,000 advertising messages a day, or 1,095,000 per year.

		The average American child or teenager views 10,000 murders, rapes, and aggravated assaults per year on television. 

		80.3 percent of all television programs contain acts of violence. The typical program includes 5.21 incidents.

		Children born today will witness 200,000 acts of violence on television by the time they are 18.

		The average American adolescent will view nearly 14,000 sexual references per year. 

		56% of all programs on American television were found to contain sexual content. Nearly one third of family hour shows contain sexual references. 

		75% of prime-time network shows included sexual content in 1999-2000, up 67% in one year alone.

		By the time today’s children reach age seventy, they will have spent seven to ten years of their lives watching television.

		The question more and more concerning parents and public officials is this: What is all this viewing doing to them? 4 



	 

	PHASE #1: A junkie is consumed with his “fix.”

	 

	Children: 2-11       : 2 hours 43 minutes per day.

	Teens    : 12-17      : 2 hours 52 minutes per day.

	Men      : 18+         : 3 hours 52 minutes per day.

	Women: 18+         : 4 hours 28 minutes per day.

	Daily home usage      : 6 hours 59 minutes per day.

	 

	“With TV sets turned on in the inner city for eleven hours a day and multiplying satellite, cable, and broadcast channels, television has become the closest and the most constant companion for American children. 

	 

	 

	[image: Image]It has become the nation’s mom and pop, storyteller, babysitter, preacher, and teacher. Our children watch an astonishing 5,000 hours by the first grade and 19,000 hours by the end of high school—more time than they spend in class. The question more and more concerning parents, psychologists and public officials is this: What is all this viewing doing to them?”

	 

	PHASE #2: A junkie becomes addicted to his “fix.”

	 

	“Once people are exposed to the spectacle of blood and sex, they want more and more as they become hardened to the titillation of the last violent or sexual act they see. Just as a drug addict who becomes less and less responsive to a drug keeps looking for the initial ‘ideal’ rush, so those who are addicted to the sex and violence in films seek increasing doses of sex and violence to appease their lust.”

	 

	PHASE #3: A junkie will destroy his mind for his “fix.”

	 

	“Movies are one of the bad habits that corrupted our century. Of their many sins, I offer as the worst is their effect on the intellectual side of the nation. It is chiefly from that viewpoint that I write of them—as an eruption of trash that has lamed the American mind and retarded Americans from becoming a cultured people.”

	 

	PHASE #4: A junkie will eventually kill himself with his “fix.”

	 

	“We often forget that there is a war raging around us. It is a war being waged inside our minds, a spiritual war for our souls. The adversary is using every possible tactic to control our minds: materialism, secularism, humanism, and all the other isms that conflict with Christianity. He is using the most effective [image: 918774F5]weapons to win: the power of the mass media of entertainment. With the corrupted movies and television programs of our age, the adversary is fueling our sinful propensity to lust and hooking us on our desires. Once hooked, he drags us down to hell.”

	 

	And might I add, we don’t experience God’s Peace either! Is the enemy slick or what? He’s not only getting us to view the media that’s filled with rotten, horrible stuff, but he’s done it with a technology that, by its very nature, is very addicting. We can’t seem to shut it off and we wonder why we don’t Experience God’s Peace on a regular basis? Folks, who’s kidding who? The reason why we’re in such a restless state every single day is because we keep putting restless junk into our brains every single day! It’s self-inflicted torture! We’re doing the exact opposite of what the Bible says you need to do for a peaceful life!

	 

	Romans 8:5-6 “Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace.” 

	 

	In other words, junk in equals junk out! But good in (that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy) equals good out! This has nothing to do with legalism, it has everything to do with common sense! If you’re serious about experiencing the Peace of God not just for yourself but for being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days, then don’t let the enemy trick you into having a Misplaced Mind with the media! But you might be thinking, “Well come on Pastor Billy! You mean to tell me that the media I ingest really does determine whether or not I experience the Peace of God and how I witness to others?” YES! But don’t take my word for it. Listen to this lady. Let’s see how she was able to peacefully witness to the guy who was robbing her!

	 

	Nick Paranjape, WMCTV.com reports: “A woman about to be mugged in a Walmart parking lot turned things around on her would be attacker without a gun, without pepper spray, she protected herself. I was lucky enough to meet Paula Jacoby in Deersberg. She told me about the powerful word that saved her and could possibly save her attacker too. She quotes from the Bible, ‘I will hear from Heaven and will forgive their sins.” 

	 

	Nick Paranjape: “92-year-old Paula Jacoby reads her Bible every day and her strong faith keeps her going in life and the process may have saved it. Jacoby had just finished putting away her groceries inside her car at a nearby Walmart. Only seconds after Jacoby got inside her car a man jumped in the passenger side. The man told Jacoby that he had a gun and he would shoot her if she didn’t give him money.”

	 

	Paula: “I said no, I’m not going to give you money.” 

	 

	Nick Paranjape: “Jacoby told him no, three times.  Then she started to talk to him.”

	 

	Paula: “You know if you kill me, I’ll go to Heaven and you go to Hell.” 

	 

	Nick Paranjape: “She told him to ask God for forgiveness.”

	 

	Paula: “I said Jesus is in this car. He goes with me everywhere I go. And he just, sort of, looked around, tears started coming into his eyes.”

	 

	Nick Paranjape: “Jacoby ministered to this guy for ten minutes inside her car.”

	 

	Paula: “He said, ‘I think I am just going to go home and pray tonight.’ I said you don’t have to do that, you can pray just any time you want to.”

	 

	Nick Paranjape: “As tears were rolling down the mans face, Jacoby gave him all the money she had, ten dollars. 

	 

	Paula: “When I told him I was going to give him the money I said don’t you spend it on whisky.”

	 

	Nick Paranjape: “The man thanked her for the money and then reached over and kissed her on the cheek and then walked away.”5

	 

	How in the world could a 92-year-old woman disarm a would-be robber with such great peace and even get him to kiss her? What was her normal daily routine? What media did she put into her mind? The WORD OF GOD…not the Word of Man! She did what the Bible said to do. She thought about that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy…the Word of God. Why? Because that’s when you Experience the Peace of God that passes all understanding even while you’re getting robbed its Supernatural! And that’s when you finally know when God will use you to lead many souls to Him. And isn’t that what we all pray for. Amen! Let’s be that Church! Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Nine

	————————————

	A Misplaced Lifestyle

	Part 1 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It has been said that if Martin Luther held the flaming torch of the Reformation, it was this man who kindled the fire. Even though he was born into a peasant family, God would use this one man to literally change a nation.

	 

	He was born in Southern Bohemia in 1369 and he earned a living singing and performing and doing different jobs in the Church and later he was even asked to be a Pastor of a Church there in Prague.

	 

	And even though he was raised and taught by the Roman Catholic Church that you need to do good deeds in order to get to Heaven, he began to see from the Bible himself, that these teachings were not only contrary to the Word of God, but they were actually leading people away from God.

	 

	And so, as any good Pastor would do, he simply set out to teach and equip his flock with the truth. So how was he rewarded for being a faithful Shepherd of the flock? Hey, that’s right! The Roman Catholic authorities charged him with heresy and condemned him to die.

	 

	The next thing you know, he was arrested, and put into a prison awaiting his trial where he was asked if he would recant his beliefs and submit to the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church to which he replied, “No. I appeal to Jesus Christ Who is a Higher Judge of truth than any of you.” 

	 

	So, at this, they stripped him of his clothes, degraded and mocked him with a paper dunce cap that they put on his head, that was painted with devils and an inscription saying, “A ringleader of heretics” Then they pronounced, “Now we commit your soul to the devil.”

	 

	But this man simply looked toward heaven and replied, “But I commend my spirit into Your hands, O Lord Jesus Christ, in which You have redeemed! God is my witness that I have never taught that of which I have been accused by false witnesses. In the truth of the Gospel which I have written, taught, and preached I will die today with gladness.” and off to the stake he went.

	 

	When the wood was piled up to his neck, they asked him one more time if he would recant of his teachings to which he replied, “No. I never preached any doctrine of evil tendency and what I taught with my lips I now seal with my blood.” 

	 

	The fire was lit, and in no time at all, this man was engulfed in flames that leaped high into the air. But as they did, this man, a faithful preacher of God’s truth, simply sung a hymn with such a loud and cheerful voice that he was heard well above the cracklings of the flames and the noise of the crowd.

	 

	And just before his death, in the midst of a supernatural peace that only God can give as you’re being burned alive, he uttered his famous last words, “In 100 years, God will raise up a man whose calls for reform cannot be suppressed.” 

	 

	[image: Image]And almost exactly 100 years later, in 1517, Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 Theses to the Wittenburg Church door, and the reformation was born!

	 

	The man’s name of course was, John Huss.1

	Once again, I don’t know about you, but I’d say John Huss had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is was experiencing God’s Peace, amen? But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Huss is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Huss get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have God’s peace.”  Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life of God’s peace, like John Huss had, is available to every single Christian! “And that means you!” And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Huss had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	Then the last two times we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	There we saw we can mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these last days by not having God’s joy, but we can also mess it up by not having God’s peace. We say stuff like, “Hey, come to Jesus, He’s great! I’ve had such great peace since I surrendered this life to Jesus, wouldn’t you like to have it too?” Then all day long we’re freaked out, stressed out, bugged out just like the rest of the world and for those of you wondering, that’s not a good advertisement for Jesus. But fortunately, just like the joy thing, we saw that God has already given us His peace as well, so we don’t need to be troubled, or fearful, or freaked out, or afraid. We can experience “eirene” His peace, a “tranquilizing state of the soul.” And the enemy knows this! He knows God’s already given us His Peace and this is a way to be a powerful witness to our freaked out crazy anxious world, so he does things to short-circuit God’s Peace from flowing.

	 

	The 1st way he does that is getting us to have a Misplaced Mind.

	 

	What we saw was, he does that with either the music we listen to, or media we watch. Either way, he uses these influences to get us to think upon all the wrong stuff for God’s peace to flow! But that’s not all. 

	The 2nd way the enemy gets us to short-circuit the peace of God from flowing in our lives, that He’s already given to us, is by Having a Misplaced Lifestyle. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	John 16:17-33 “Some of his disciples said to one another, What does He mean by saying, In a little while you will see Me no more, and then after a little while you will see Me, and Because I am going to the Father? They kept asking, What does he mean by a little while? We don’t understand what He is saying. Jesus saw that they wanted to ask Him about this, so He said to them, Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, In a little while you will see Me no more, and then after a little while you will see Me? I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born, she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So, with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. I tell you the truth, My Father will give you whatever you ask in My Name. Until now you have not asked for anything in My Name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about My Father. In that day you will ask in My Name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved Me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father. Then Jesus’ disciples said, Now You are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that You know all things and that You do not even need to have anyone ask You questions. This makes us believe that You came from God. You believe at last! Jesus answered. But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave Me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for My Father is with Me. I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, once again we see Jesus clearly telling His disciples that after His departure, that their peace is going to come from where? Not in the things of this world, but in Him, right? Of course! But that’s not all. Notice that He also tells them why you cannot find peace in this world and that was because, in this world you’re going to have troubles, you’re going to have hard times. It’s not perfect like the one He’s creating for us. But in the meantime, you don’t freak out, you don’t be afraid, you don’t need to stress, what do you do? You just take heart. Focus on Jesus and the world to come, make that your lifestyle, and guess what happens? We have His peace, right? In Me you may have peace. Pretty simple, right? It’s right there in black and white. But, herein lies our problem. Seeking Jesus and living for the world to come, that’s not where we’re trying to find true peace is it? Oh no! Apparently, that’s too simple! Instead here’s what we do. We exchange this Biblical lifestyle, seeking Jesus and the world to come, that leads to peace, for a Misplaced lifestyle that leads to torment, i.e. trying to find peace in this wicked world system! The exact opposite of what Jesus said to do for peace! And here’s why! It’s another lie of the devil. And boy is he slick! Here’s what he does. Step by step slowly methodically he baits us, he tricks us, he seduces us into short-circuiting God’s peace. First it was in getting us to have a Misplaced Mind with the music and that media, so we get all frazzled, messed up, and stressed out, but that was just the first step. 

	 

	Then he comes in with the second way, with this Misplaced Lifestyle and he whispers this into your ear:

	 

	“Well hey, gee for some reason Christian, I don’t know why, (music and media) you sure look all stressed out there. I mean, it sure looks like you could use some peace in life. Well fortunately, I’m here to help you out. Here’s what you need to do. You just go buy some things, a lot of things, tons of things, as many as you possibly can, and when you do, that’s when the peace will flow again. What do you say?” How many of you guys have heard that lie before! Yeah, it’s everywhere! One guy puts it this way:

	 

	“Our so-called American way of life is based upon people who are ready to spend money they don’t have to buy things they don’t need to impress people they don’t know and who in the end, are people who don’t care. And for proof of this, just think about last Christmas season. 

	 

	Your biggest problem wasn’t figuring out where you would get enough money to buy presents for family and friends. Instead, it was trying to figure out what to buy for people who had everything. The answer to that problem should have been self-evident. What should you buy for those who have everything, is nothing.

	 

	But you didn’t have the guts to pull it off, did you? No! Instead you went up and down the aisles of the department stores having anxiety attacks. Panic-stricken, you searched, yea, even prayed, that somebody somewhere had invented some new things that nobody needs so you could buy them for people who have [image: Image]everything.

	 

	And the tragedy of all this is that it takes a lot of money to buy all of these things that nobody needs, and in order to get that money most of us neglect what is really important in being human.

	 

	We don’t have time for meaningful relationships. We don’t have time to relate because it takes most of our time working at jobs that most of us dislike just so we can have enough money to get all these things that nobody wants. This is the so-called American Dream!”

	 

	And might I add it’s not God’s dream and it can’t give you peace. So, to me, that’s the question, “How does he do it? How does he get people, even born-again Christians, to try to seek peace in the things of this world, when Jesus said the exact opposite? You can only find it in Him?” Well hey, thanks for asking guys, it works well with my notes. It’s simple really. He starts early, real early, in his brainwashing procedure.

	 

	The 1st way he tricks us into seeking a peace from the things of this world instead of the things of God is with the School System.

	 

	I don’t know if you’ve noticed or not, but our school system is so far removed from its original purpose, it’s not even funny. In fact, let’s do that. Let’s remind ourselves what the Bible says we should be studying for.

	2 Timothy 2:15,22 “Study to show yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” 

	 

	According to our text, the Bible clearly tells us the true purpose of an education is what? One, we are to study to show ourselves approved unto God not approved unto man! In other words, it’s not just about getting good grades, it’s about getting good for God! To serve other people in His Name. Two, we are to flee the youthful lusts of this wicked world system and instead pursue what? The things of God! Why? Because that kind of lifestyle leads to a life of righteousness, faith, love and peace, hello! And folks, believe it or not, that’s what our country used to teach in our school system. It was Biblical. 

	[image: John Harvard statue]

	The first colleges formed in America (123 out of 126) were formed on Christian principles. Up until 1900 it was very rare to find a university president who was not an ordained clergyman. America’s first school was Harvard, founded in 1636 by Reverend John Harvard whose official motto was…

	 

	“For Christ and the Church” And all students were required to observe this statement, “Let every scholar be plainly instructed and earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end of his life and studies is to know God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.”2

	Hey, that sounds like the verse we just read, doesn’t it? But not anymore! Our school system has been hijacked! Our modern educational system that was started by a guy named Mr. John Dewey who by the way was an atheist, and humanist, and wanted to free people from the so-called shackles of believing in a God. Don’t believe me? Listen to him!

	 

	
		Faith in the prayer-hearing God, assumed to live and care for persons, to hear and understand their prayers, and to be able to do something about them, is an unproved and outmoded faith.

		We find insufficient evidence for the belief in the existence of a supernatural. We begin with humans not God.

		We do not accept as true the literal interpretation of the Old and New Testaments.

		We include a recognition of an individual’s right to die with dignity, euthanasia, suicide, birth control and abortion.

		[image: Image]We believe that intolerant attitudes, often cultivated by orthodox religions and puritanical cultures, unduly repress sexual conduct. Divorce should be recognized. The many varieties of sexual exploration should not themselves be considered evil.

		We oppose any tyranny over the mind of man to shackle free thought. In the past such tyrannies have been directed by churches and states attempting to enforce the edicts of religious bigots.

		Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory and harmful.

		Salvationism, based on mere affirmation, still appears as harmful, diverting 



	     people with false hopes of heaven hereafter. No deity will save us; we must 

	     save ourselves.

	 

	Now, does that sound like the familiar attitudes today? Of course, it does. You see folks, it was humanists that forced the Bible, prayer, and the Ten Commandments out of our schools, and court rooms, and out of our government. And this is why, amongst other rotten things, kids are being taught stuff like this, “Religion is a disease” and “the Bible is a work of fiction.” They say that Evolution is true, and that God is dead, that prayer is a waste of your time, Christians and Christianity are dangerous.” They’re also being taught, Earth Worship, Socialized Medicine, World Government, Redistribution of American Wealth to other nations, Abortion, the elimination of the right to bear arms. Altered states of consciousness, Astrology, divination, Spiritism, Magic spells, sorcery, Occult charms and symbols, Solstice rites, Serpent worship and human sacrifice! And right now, Kindergarten teachers are being required to set aside 30 minutes on a regular basis for sex education with pornographic pictures and sex acts depicted in graphic detail and one District is offering condoms to 11-year old’s while they’re in school. And we wonder why our schools are such a nightmare? It’s called, “You reap what you sow!” You kick God out…it gets ungodly! Like this video shows.

	 

	“Dear God, why didn’t you save the school children at schools like Moses, Washington, Bethel, Alaska, Pearl, Mississippi, West Paduka, Kentucky,  Santee, California, El Cajon, California, Stamp, Arkansas, Jonesboro, Arkansas, Edinboro, Pennsylvania, Blacksburg, Virginia, Springfield, Oregon, Littleton, Colorado, Tabor Alberta, Canada, Conjures, Georgia, Deming, New Mexico, Fort Gibson, Oklahoma, Sincerely, concerned student.”

	 

	[image: Image] Reply, “Dear concerned student, I am not allowed in schools. Sincerely, God.” How did this get started? I think it started when Madelyn Murray O’Hare complained she didn’t want any prayer in our schools and we said okay. Then someone said you better not read the Bible in school. The Bible says, ‘Thou shall not kill, thou shall not steal, and love your neighbors as yourself.’ And we said okay.

	 

	 Dr. Benjamin Spock said we shouldn’t spank our children when they misbehave because their personality would be warped, and we might damage their self-esteem. And we said, an expert should know what he is talking about, so we won’t spank them anymore. Then someone said, teachers and principals better not discipline our children when they misbehave.3 

	 

	So, the school administrators said that no school faculty members in this school had better touch a student when they misbehave because we don’t want any bad publicity and we surely don’t want to be sued. And we accepted their reasoning. Then someone said let’s let our daughters get abortions they want, and they won’t even have to tell their parents and we said that’s a grand idea. 

	 

	Then some wise school board member said since boys will be boys and they are going to do it anyway let’s give our sons all the condoms they want so they can have all the fun they desire. And we won’t have to tell their parents that they got them at school. And we said that’s another great idea. 

	 

	[image: Image]Then some of our top elected officials said it doesn’t matter what we do in private as long as we do our job and we said it doesn’t matter what anybody, even the President, does in private as long as we have jobs and the economy is good. And someone took that appreciation a step further and published pictures of nude children and took it a step further making them available on the internet. And we said everyone is entitled to free speech.

	 

	And the entertainment industry said let’s make TV shows and movies that promote profanity, violence, and illicit sex. And let’s record music that promotes rape, drugs, murder, suicide and satanic things and we said, it’s just entertainment. It has no adverse effect, and no one takes it seriously anyway, so go right ahead.

	 

	Now we ask ourselves why our children have no conscience. Why they don’t know right from wrong. And why it doesn’t bother them to kill strangers, classmates or even themselves. Undoubtedly, if we thought about it long or hard enough, we could figure it out. Surely it has a great deal to do with, we reap what we sow.”

	 

	Is it really that hard to figure out? “Why God why? Why did this happen? How did our Great and Mighty Christian Nation turn into a society of such great wickedness and rebellion?” Why is there no peace! Why is everyone so frantic and crazy and wigged out doing horrible things? I’ll tell you why! Because we kicked Him out! That’s why! We kicked Him out of our court rooms! We kicked Him out of our schools!  And we kicked Him out of our Government! What do you expect! He told us this was going to happen! You reap what you sow! And so, it is with the Misplaced Lifestyle we are training kids to follow in schools! Today they’re not told to study to show themselves approved unto God. They study to show themselves approved unto getting a good job! It’s all about getting more stuff in this world! Why? Because it’s the lie of the devil and he’s using schools to propagate it! What did he say? If you want true peace and contentment in life, then don’t do what Harvard used to do, don’t do what the Bible says you need to do. No! Instead listen to your school system that says buy as many things as you possibly can for peace! Tell me this is not the mantra of our schools today. You’re supposed to go to school, why? So, you can get an education to get a good job. And if you get a good job you can get a lot of money. And if you get a lot of money, you can what? That’s right! Buy things to impress people that you don’t know, who in the end don’t even care. That’s not a Biblical Lifestyle that leads to peace! It’s a Misplaced Lifestyle that leads to torment! Don’t believe me? Ask this guy!

	 

	“Leo Tolstoy once wrote a story about a successful peasant farmer who wasn’t satisfied with his lot in life. He wanted more of everything. And one day he received an offer.

	 

	For 1000 rubles, he could buy all the land he could walk around in a day. The only catch in the deal was that he had to be back at his starting point by sundown. So early the next morning he started out walking at a fast pace.

	And even though by midday he was getting very tired, he kept on going, covering more and more ground. Well into the afternoon he realized that his greed had taken him very far from the starting point. So, he quickened his pace as the sun began to sink low in the sky.

	 

	He realized he had to make it back before sundown or he’d lose all the land he just gained, so he began to run faster and faster. Just as the sun began to sink below the horizon, he came within sight of the finish line.

	 

	And gasping for breath, his heart pounding, he called upon every bit of strength left in his body[image: Image] and staggered across the line just before the sun disappeared. However, the man immediately collapsed, blood streaming from his mouth. In a few minutes he was dead.

	 

	Afterwards, his servants dug a grave. Oh, the man got his land alright. It was about six feet long and three feet wide. The title of the story was: How Much Land Does a Man Need?”4

	 

	People, I’ll ask the same question. How much stuff does a person need? And can that stuff really provide us with peace in life? No! Jesus clearly said it’s not going to come from the things of this world, but only in Him! How many times does He have to tell us? And yet, just like that man, what do we do? We keep on running after them faster and faster and more and more, day after day and we’re not just killing ourselves in the process, we’re killing our families and the peace of God. Why? Because we’re doing the exact opposite of what the Bible says to do for peace in life! You cannot find it in the things of this world, it can only be found in the things of God! I didn’t say that, God did!

	 

	1 John 2:15-16 “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world.” 

	

	In other words, this temptation to live for the things of this world, comes from who? satan! I didn’t say that, God did! And people here’s my point. If we’re ever going to get back to experiencing the peace of God on a regular basis, it’s high time we, in the Church, we get back to promoting the true purpose of an education, like this man shares.

	 

	“Now, I know what you’re going to say. ‘You’re making Christianity too hard. I mean, my goodness. I didn’t mind this belief stuff, but you expect me to change the whole way in which I live?’ Of course, I do! That’s what Christianity’s about! It’s about changing the whole way you live!

	 

	Maybe you don’t like this Jesus. Maybe you don’t like this Jesus who says, ‘If any man would be my disciple, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.’ Maybe you don’t like Him. That’s okay. Reject Him! But for goodness sakes, do not call yourself a follower of Jesus if you’re not! 

	 

	The Jesus I talk to you about is radical, extremely radical, and He calls you to a whole new lifestyle, a dangerous lifestyle, and a threatening lifestyle. Because from the day you were a kid, they drilled into your head to fit into this system. Your parents did it, the Church did it, and the school did it.

	 

	[image: Image]They said, ‘Get a good education.’ You talk about dropping out of school and they go nuts. And if you should ask why I should get a good education the answer is simple, ‘If you get a good education, you’ll be able to get a good job. And a good job is one in which you earn a lot of money.’

	 

	Stop to think about how unchristian that is! You need to go to college. You need to get a good education. But the purpose of an education is not to make enough money to buy things! The purpose of an education is to equip yourself to serve others in the Name of Jesus Christ!”

	 

	But not anymore! Instead here’s what our school system is pumping into our heads.

	 

	“Start studying when you're about seven years old, real hard. Then grow up and get a good job. Then from then on, get up at dawn every day, flatter your boss, crush your competition, and climb over backs of co-workers.

	 

	Be the last one to leave every night. Squirrel away every cent. Avoid having a nervous breakdown and a premature heart attack and don’t forget to get a facelift.” 

	 

	[image: Image]      Do this every day for thirty years, holidays and weekends included and by the time you're ready to retire you might have your money…for what? That’s right! So, you can buy things you don’t need, to impress people you don’t know, who in the end don’t even care, and somehow that’s supposed to provide us with peace. I don’t think so. And here’s the point! Don’t tell me you’re serious about experiencing the peace of God, and you have no idea why you’re in such a restless state, and you feel like you’re going to die and have a heart attack. When you keep running this lie, called the rat race, thinking that more things will give you more peace, when it can’t. It’s self-inflicted torture! Just own up to it so God can set you free from it. Somewhere along the line, you got tricked and seduced into having a Misplaced Lifestyle to seek peace in the things of this world instead of the things of God. But if you don’t want to listen to my warning, then maybe you should listen to this guy’s warning exactly 50 years ago of what the devil is really up to and how he’s messing with us.

	 

	“If I were the Devil...if I were the Prince of Darkness, I’d want to engulf the whole world in darkness and I would have a third of its real estate and four-fifths of its population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the tree, thee. So, I’d set about however necessary to take over the United States. I’d subvert the churches first. I’d begin with a campaign of whispers. 

	 

	With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve” “Do as you please.” To the young, I would whisper that the Bible is a myth. I would convince them that man created God instead of the other way around. I would confide that what is bad is good, and what is good is “square”. And the old, I would teach to pray after me: ‘Our Father, which are in Washington’ and then I’d get organized. I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting so that anything else would appear dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier movies and vice versa.

	 

	I’d peddle narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction. I’d tranquilize the rest with pills. If I were the devil, I’d soon have families at war with themselves, churches at war with themselves, and nations at war with themselves until each in its turn was consumed. And with promises of higher ratings, I’d have mesmerizing media fanning the flames. 

	 

	If I were the devil, I would encourage schools to refine young intellects but neglect to discipline emotions, just let those run wild until before you knew it, you’d have to have drug-sniffing dogs and metal detectors at every schoolhouse door. Within a decade, I’d have prisons overflowing. I’d have judges promoting pornography. Soon I could evict God from the courthouse, and then from the schoolhouse, and then from the houses of Congress. And in His own churches I would substitute psychology for religion and deify science. I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys and girls and church money. 

	 

	If I were the devil, I’d make the symbol of Easter an egg and the symbol of Christmas a bottle. If I were the devil, I would take from those who have, and I would give to those who wanted, until I had killed the incentive of the ambitious. And what will you bet I couldn’t get whole states to promote gambling as the way to get rich. I would caution against extremes in hard work in patriotism, in moral conduct. 

	 

	I would convince the young that marriage is old-fashioned, that swinging is more fun, that what you see on TV is the way to be, as thus I could undress you in public, and I could lure you into bed with diseases from which there is no cure. In other words, if I were the devil, I’d just keep right on doing what he’s doing.”5 

	

	Looks like the devil has been pretty successful in his agenda, how about you? Makes you wonder, if we would have just listened way back then, how different it could be. I think that was originally aired in 1965. Folks, this is not a game. Somebody doesn’t want you to be a positive witness for Jesus in these last days. Spiritual warfare is not make-believe! The devil doesn’t want you Christian to experience the Joy of God let alone the Peace of God that He’s already given to you because that’s a powerful witness in these Last Days, that are so joyless and peaceless! And so, he’s hijacked our Music system, the Media system, and now our School System to teach and encourage things that will short-circuit God’s Peace from flowing in our lives, so we’ll look no different than the rest of the world. Every time I open up in prayer with my kids in homeschool, I lead them in this prayer, “Dear Jesus, thank you for school, please help us to learn, to better serve You, and other people, in Jesus Name, amen.” I want my kids to learn a Biblical Lifestyle, so they’ll be Peaceful Powerful Witnesses for Jesus. WHY? Because that’s what the Bible says we’re supposed to do as Parents.

	 

	[image: Image]Deuteronomy 6:6-9 “These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” 

	 

	Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” 

	 

	Proverbs 22:5-6 “In the paths of the wicked lie thorns and snares, but he who guards his soul stays far from them. Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it.”

	 

	Folks don’t give up your right and responsibility as a Parent to train up your child in the way they should go…a Biblical Lifestyle. A lifestyle that leads to Peace. Seeking Jesus and the world to come. Because that’s how you maintain it. Let’s not lose another generation and another opportunity to be those Powerful Witnesses for Jesus in these Last days. Experience the Peace of God leading souls to Him, Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Ten

	————————————

	A Misplaced Lifestyle

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“The year was 165 AD and this man’s crime was that he refused to deny Christ and accept somebody else as Lord. So, he was sentenced to death.

	 

	As he entered the stadium, the proconsul told him, ‘Repent and swear by the Genius of Caesar and I will release you.”

	 

	And this man replied, ‘For 86 years I have been his servant, and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me? If you vainly suppose that I will swear by the Genius of Caesar, as you request, and pretend not to know who I am, listen carefully: I am a Christian. Now if you want to learn the doctrine of Christianity, name a day and give me a hearing.’

	 

	So, the proconsul replied, ‘I have wild beasts. I will throw you to them, unless you change your mind.’

	 

	But this man said, ‘Call for them! For the repentance from better to worse is a change impossible for us.’

	 

	The proconsul now angered said, ‘I will have you consumed by fire, since you despise the wild beasts, unless you change your mind.’

	 

	But this man replied, ‘You threaten with a fire that burns only briefly and after just a little while is extinguished, for you are ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and eternal punishment, which is reserved for the ungodly. But why do you delay? Come, do what you wish.’

	 

	So off to the stake he went. When the fire was prepared, his accusers were about to nail him in place, but he said, “Leave me as I am; for He who enables me to endure the fire will also enable me to remain on the pyre without moving, even without the sense of security which you get from the nails.’

	 

	Soon the fire was lit, and a mighty flame blazed up, but as it did, the fire took the shape of an arch, completely surrounded the body of the martyr, not burning him, and then a very fragrant odor, as if it were the scent of incense or some other precious spice began to permeate the air.

	 

	So, when the lawless men eventually realized that this man’s body could not be consumed by the fire, they ordered an executioner to go up to him and stab him with a dagger. 

	 

	[image: Image]When they did, there came out a large quantity of blood, so that it extinguished the fire; and the whole crowd was amazed that there should be so great a difference between the unbelievers and the elect. 

	 

	The man’s name of course is, Polycarp. A direct disciple of the Apostle John, you know, that guy who wrote down the words of Jesus in the Book of John, “In Me you may have peace!”1

	 

	Now folks, once again, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Polycarp had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say he was experiencing God’s peace. But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Polycarp was, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Polycarp get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I keep fumbling around in the dark?”  Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, experiencing God’s peace, like Polycarp had, is available to every single Christian! And, that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Polycarp had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	In the last three chapters we saw the 2nd key to having to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	There we saw we can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days by not having God’s Joy, but we can also mess it up by not having God’s Peace. We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! I’ve had such great peace since I surrendered this life to Jesus, wouldn’t you like to have it too?” And then all day long were freaked out, stressed out, bugged out just like the rest of the world. And for those of you wondering, that’s not a good advertisement for Jesus. But fortunately, just like the Joy thing, we saw that God has already given us His Peace as well. And the enemy knows this! So, he short-circuits God’s Peace from flowing.

	 

	We saw the 1st way he does that is getting us to have a Misplaced Mind and last time with a Misplaced Lifestyle.

	 

	He not only gets us frazzled in our minds with the music we listen to, or media we watch. But then he comes in with a false panacea saying we need to live for this world and the things of this world to get that peace back! No! It’ll never work! Why? Because Jesus said in this world, you’re going to have trouble! Therefore, if you try to live for this world and all the things of this world, all you get is trouble! But if you’d just live a Biblical lifestyle, one that seeks Jesus and the world to come, you get peace! 

	 

	Even though this is clear in the Scripture, we saw that the 1st way we get brainwashed into living this Misplaced Lifestyle and short-circuiting God’s Peace is by our School System. 

	 

	There we saw they drill it into our heads from wee high, this Misplaced Lifestyle, that the purpose of an education is to not show yourself approved unto God, to seek Him and serve others in the name of Jesus, no! It’s just to get a good job! Why? So, you can get a lot of money to buy things you don’t need, to impress people you don’t know, who in the end don’t even care! That doesn’t lead to peace it leads to trouble! We’re being snookered by our School System that’s been hi-jacked! But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd way the enemy tricks us into seeking a peace in the things of this world instead of the things of God is with the Secular Commercial System.

	 

	[image: public-speaking]      Oh people, if you thought the Secular School System was a bad enough influence on getting us to seek peace from the things of this world, instead of the things of God, you ain’t seen nothing yet! You see, there’s one drawback to the secular school system, and its brainwashing procedure, to get us to have this misplaced lifestyle. And that’s this. Eventually, you’re going to get out of the system, aren’t you? I mean, whether it’s finishing High School, or College, or whatever it is, eventually you’re going to get out of the system, right? So, stop and think about it. This means the enemy’s got a problem on his hands.  You’re outside the system. How is he still going to brainwash you into thinking that true peace and contentment in life can come from the things of the world instead of the things of God? Ah! He’s brilliant. Here’s what he does. He simply keeps it going by using the secular commercial system, the TV commercials, to keep the lie going in our brain! Whether you realize it or not, every commercial today is designed to get you to do the exact opposite of what the Bible says you need to maintain God’s peace in life. Don’t believe me? Let me show you what I mean. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Philippians 4:10-13 “I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” 

	 

	[image: Minx%20TV%20-%20Lifestyle%20shot%20of%20man%20using%20android%20phone%20with%20TV%20on%20in%20background_tn]      Now folks, here again we see the classic passage where the Apostle Paul tells us clearly where true peace and contentment comes in life. What did he say there? It’s not from how many things you have in this life. No! It’s in God, no matter how many things you have in life, right? Of course! That’s the secret! That’s the source of strength! You can be content, which is peace in action, whatever your circumstances are, if you just seek it in God! Now here’s the problem. Every single commercial today is designed to get us to believe the exact opposite. Don’t believe me? Pay attention to the procedure! 

	You come home from work and you make the unfortunate mistake of turning the TV on. And instead of thinking on the right stuff to maintain God’s Peace it’s sin, sin, sin, or AAAAAHHHH! Prior to that, you were feeling pretty good in life as a Christian. You had a great time with the Lord, pretty much throughout the day, and you of course were experiencing His peace. But even between the sin, sin, sin, or AAAHHHH! On the news, what do they have? Commercials! And what did it tell you? You’re not content. Don’t fool yourself Christian. You’re not at peace. Oh no, no, no, no! Well of course not! You’re sitting there, ingesting sin, sin, sin, AAAHHH! And then they say, “Don’t you realize that this thing here is what’s going to make you happy and fulfilled in life?” Right? Isn’t that what its always saying, basically? For you ladies, it goes something like this. Ladies, if you would only adorn yourself with this particular brand of makeup or eye shadow, you'd be loved and content in life. If you only wear this brand of clothing or wash your hair with this particular shampoo, you would be satisfied and fulfilled in life like never before! Or men, if only you’d drink this brand of alcohol, or drive this model of car, or wear this pair of jeans, you'll be loved by the ladies like never before and be totally content in life, right? And on and on it goes! And get this, even for you, elderly people, apparently all you need to do to add a little spice to life is buy a new set of tires. Don’t believe me? Watch this commercial.

	 

	The scene opens showing a satellite in the sky getting hit by some object leaving a huge hole in its side which causes the GPS in the car of an elderly couple to flash and then tell them to ‘take a hard-left turn in 15 feet’. He turns immediately which turns out to be an alley. As they are driving through the alley the GPS then tells them ‘punch it’ as they come out the other end of the alley into traffic. They find themselves on the highway when the GPS then tells ‘dramatic left turn’. 

	[image: Image result for old couple hugging]

	They run over the cow guard rail and the GPS says, ‘HARD STOP’. He slams on his breaks just in time to keep from driving over a cliff into the ocean. They look at each other in a way they haven’t looked at each other in years. The adrenaline is flowing. 

	 

	They almost died. They grab each other and hugged like they hadn’t done in a long time.  Then the announcer comes on saying, ‘For drivers that want to get the most out of their tires is ‘Bridgestone, Passion for Excellence’. 

	

	In all seriousness, here’s my point. What in the world did that have to do with a set of tires? Nothing! It didn’t even mention the tires! It didn’t even say how much they cost. It didn’t even say how much tread wear there was, nothing! It just gave you the impression that what? That’s right, a stupid set of tires can add spice to your life! Are you kidding me? And people, here’s why. The commercials today have been deliberately changed and hijacked and the evil one, to get us to buy into his lie, that material things can gratify our spiritual needs, i.e. give us peace in life. And here’s my point. We can all laugh about this, but this has been going on since the 60’s and 70’s and it’s been working like a charm, getting us to think that things in life can bring us peace instead of God! In fact, it’s so bad now, that we’re even being told that this product, this thing, whatever it is, now has the power to not only give us peace, but peace to the whole world! Don’t believe me? How many of you guys remember this commercial?

	 

	The scene starts with a girl singing ‘I’d like to buy the world a home and furnish it with love, grow apple trees, and honey bees and snow-white turtle doves’, now a whole group is singing. ‘I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony, I’d like to buy the world a coke and keep it company. It’s the real thing. I’d like to teach the world to sing in perfect harmony, it’s the real thing. I’d like to buy the world a coke and keep it company, it’s the real thing. 

	[image: ACE0B211]

	As they are singing the song, they are all holding a bottle of coke. ‘It’s the real thing, what the world wants today.’ Then across the screen there is a little story printed that says... ‘On a hilltop in Italy, we assembled young people from all over the world to bring you this message from Coca-Cola Bottlers all over the world. It’s the real thing. Coke.’2

	 

	What is it that brings perfect harmony to broken humanity? Not God, not Jesus, not the things of the Lord, but a stupid can of pop! And lest you disagree, they reassure you, it’s the real thing! You’ve got to be kidding me! But that’s not all! Just to make sure you absolutely buy their product, they don’t even wait until you become altruistic and want to save the world. Oh no! They literally guilt you into it! Check this one out!

	 

	The scene opens with a guitar playing in the background, slowly and calmly.  There is a dog looking out from a cage with a very depressed look on his face, then we go to the next cage and we see another dog with his head bowed, also looking very sad. The dog starts to tell us, ‘I know how to sit, I know how to fetch and how to roll over, what I don’t know is how I ended up in here.

	[image: E2E7109C]

	But I know that I am a good dog and I just want to go home.’ The commercial comes on and says, ‘When you buy Pedigree, we make a donation to help shelter dogs find homes. Pedigree Adoption Drive. Help us help dogs.’

	 

	Okay! Okay! Okay! I’ll buy your dog food! I’ve got to save those dogs! I’ve got to help them! Oh, those poor critters! I’ll help them! I’ll help them! I gotta get my peace back! I’ll do it! I promise I promise! I’ll buy it right now! Why? Because you got guilted into it! You were content until you watched that, weren’t you? Do you see the process? But that’s still not all. I think the most offensive one to me has to be the one I’m about to show you and that’s because we all joke about how bad it is that we run the rat race of life, and how it’s not the best way to live but we do it anyways. But here’s my point. The commercials today don’t even try to hide this rat race mentality and they instead make fun of it. They just simply say, “Hey, if you’re going to be a rat, you might as well be the coolest one!” Check this out

	 

	This scene opens with a couple rats walking down the street, one with a red hoody and the other with a black one. They are so cool. They are greeting other rats that gathering out there. They hug each other like great pals. They are actually on the corner of Hamsterdam Street. They are rapping together, bopping down the street, they are so cool, with their boombox. They then stop beside a KIA automobile. They sing ‘you can give us this’, pointing to the car, ‘or you can give us that’, pointing to a toaster rolling down the street. 

	 

	[image: B260EF70]Again, and again they sing ‘you can give us this or you can give us that’.  The next scene is when they are in the little KIA driving down the street. Again, looking very cool. With room in the back seat big enough for a rat that size. As they drive down the street, they pass rats in toasters, rats in cardboard cars, even a rat in a clothes dryer, but they are in the KIA with their cell phone. How cool they are compared to the others on the street. Girl rats are dancing in the street as these cool guys go down the street in their cool KIA. It’s a KIA Soul.3

	 

	Let me see if I got this right. You can be a rat driving this, or you can be a rat driving that! You can be a rat driving a toaster or a rat driving a car! You can be a rat in a Kia or you can be a rat in a cardboard box. Hey, I got an idea! How about not being a rat at all! People are we crazy! We not only listen to these commercials, but we actually enjoy these stupid commercials…that what? That brainwash us into thinking that things can actually bring us peace and contentment in life, not God! And don’t tell me it doesn’t affect us, because it does. Just take a look at what happens every Black Friday! We act like a bunch of stupid rats trying to kill each other over a thing to make us happy!

	 

	Channel 5 reports: “Black Friday is finally dying down, but video of the madness is going viral”. The scene shows hundreds of people yelling and screaming, pushing and pulling at products on the shelves. “This video from a Saginaw Walmart where people were pushing and shoving, trying to get their hands-on DVD players, GPS devices, they even toppled one of the displays”. People are falling down on the ground, crawling on their hands and knees to try to get out of there in one piece.

	 

	[image: 8EF08583]Fox Reports: “Black Friday is off to a painful start for shoppers at a Los Angeles Walmart. Police say that a woman sprayed fellow shoppers with pepper spray in the packed store.” The video shows the shoppers on the floor wrestling over the products and one person even tazing the other shoppers.

	 

	Yes, let’s all sing Christmas carols and TAZE one another! Can you believe that? I mean, it’s bad enough that people were trampling over each other and yelling and fighting, squishing to get that latest doo dad, but TAZING and PEPPER SPRAY? What in the world has happened? Oh no! These commercials have no effect on us whatsoever. Those researchers have got it all wrong. I think they’re just funny commercials and great for entertainment. They have no effect on me, whatsoever…

	 

	
		Individual shoppers are expected to spend an average of $800 this year on gifts.

		In one year, Americans used 28,497,464 rolls and sheets of wrapping paper.

		In one year, we use 16,826,362 packages of tags and bows.

		The percentage of adults who buy gifts for themselves while holiday shopping is 73%.

		The National Retail Federation states that we spent about $579.5 billion last year on gifts, decorations and other holiday-related goodies.

		And partly because of this, Americans now owe over $856.8 billion on their credit cards.



	 

	And yet the Bible warned us long ago what would happen when we started to live like this.

	 

	James 4:1-4 “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. You, adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” 

	 

	And might I add this is not going to experiencing the peace of God that He’s already given to us. WHY? Because even though you made it out of our Secular Education System, you got tricked and seduced everyday by our Secular Commercial System into having a Misplaced Lifestyle that chases after the things instead of the things of God, for peace in life, and it will never happen! People, don’t you see what’s going on here? This isn’t just about us personally experiencing God’s Peace, it’s about being a positive advertisement for Jesus! The devil does not want you to be peaceful in God. No! Are you kidding me? He wants you to be discontent with God! Peacelessness in action! WHY? Because he wants you to join him by leading other people down the wrong path for true peace and contentment in life! He wants you to advertise this message. “God you’re good. You don’t know what You’re doing. You don’t know how to care for me. You’re not what I need for Peace in life! I need a material thing to gratify this spiritual need. And it never works and in the process of trying it anyway, it keeps us frazzled, stressed out, wigged out, and anxious, every single day, just like the rest of the world.” It’s spiritual warfare. First the Music and Media to get a Misplaced Mind and short-circuit the Peace of God. Then the School System and Commercials to get you to live a Misplaced Lifestyle that gets you to run ragged like a rat and kills any chance of having peace, like this video shows…

	 

	Satan called a worldwide convention of Demons. In his opening address he said, ‘We can’t keep Christians from going to church. “We can’t keep them from reading their Bibles and knowing the truth. We can’t even keep them from forming an intimate relationship with their Savior.” 

	 

	Once they gain that connection with Jesus, our power over them is broken. So, let them go to their churches, let them have covered dish dinners, but steal their time, so they don’t have time to develop a relationship with Jesus Christ. This is what I want you to do, said the devil. Distract them from gaining hold of their Savior and maintaining the vital connection throughout their day.

	 

	“How shall we do this?” his demon shouted. The devil answered, “Keep them busy in the non-essentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to occupy their minds, tempt them to spend, spend, spend, and borrow, borrow, borrow. 

	 

	Persuade the wives to go to work for long hours and husbands to work 6-7 days each week, 10-12 hours a day, so they can afford their empty lifestyles. 

	 

	[image: Image]Keep them from spending time with their children. As their family’s fragment, soon their homes will offer no escape from the pressures of work. Over stimulate their minds so that they cannot hear. Entice them to play the radio or CD player whenever they drive. To keep the TV, DVD player and their PC’s going constantly. This will jam their mind and break that union with Christ. 

	 

	Fill the coffee tables with magazines and newspapers. Pound their minds with the news 24 hours a day. Invade their driving moments with billboards. Flood their mail boxes with junk mail, mail order catalogs, sweepstakes, and every kind of newsletter and promotional offering. Free products, services and false hopes. 

	 

	Keep skinny beautiful models on the magazines and TV so their husbands will believe that outward beauty is what’s important and they’ll become dissatisfied with their wives. Keep the wives too tired to love their husbands at night. Give them headaches too! If they don’t give their husbands, the love they need they will begin to look elsewhere. That will fragment their families quickly!

	 

	Give them Santa Clause to distract them from teaching their children the real meaning of Christmas. Give them an Easter bunny, so they won’t talk about His resurrection and power over sin and death. Even in their recreation, let them be excessive. 

	 

	[image: mom_stressed]Have them return from their recreation exhausted. Keep them too busy to go out in nature and reflect on God’s creation. Send them to amusement parks, sporting events, plays, concerts, and movies instead. Keep them busy, busy, busy! And when they meet for spiritual fellowship involve them in gossip and small talk so that they leave with troubled consciences. 

	 

	Crowd their lives with so many good causes they have no time to seek power from Jesus. Soon they will be working their own strength, sacrificing their health and family for the good of the cause. It will work! It will work! It is quite a plan!” The demons went eagerly to their assignments causing Christians everywhere to get busier and more. 

	 

	Rushed going here and there, having little time for their God or their families, having no time to tell others about the power of Jesus to change lives. I guess the question is has the devil been successful in his schemes? You be the judge. Does “Busy” mean: B-eing? U-nder? S-atan’s? Y-oke? You decide!

	 

	People, if we’re serious about Experiencing the Peace of God, we’ve got to stop listening to the lies of the evil one. We have to take off his YOKE today! True peace and contentment in life does not come from the things of this world, but only from God. And when we put on this yoke, finally we have Peace! I didn’t say that…Jesus did!

	 

	Matthew 11:28-30 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

	 

	In other words, just seek Jesus and the world to come, and you will have rest, peace in action, that’s how you Experience the Peace of God. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Eleven

	————————————

	
A Misplaced Focus

	Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was not an author, theologian, and Pastor, but many consider him to be the genius behind the Protestant reformation that freed the world from the shackles of Roman Catholicism. In fact, if Martin Luther was the “voice,” of the Reformation, this man was considered to be the “mind.”

	 

	He was born in France in 1509 at a time when again, the Roman Catholic Church falsely taught that you had to do good works in order to get to heaven, instead of relying on the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

	 

	And it was in Paris in 1533, at the age of 24, that this man read for himself, in the Bible, the wonderful good news of salvation, that is not dependent upon the works of man, but the goodness and mercy of God, in allowing His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins.

	 

	And once he received this truth, he was changed forever. Instantly he was diving into and devouring the truths of the Scripture, so much so, that in just two years after being saved, he produced one of the greatest literary works of all time, even in Church History, called The Institutes.

	 

	And it was literally the first textbooks of systematic theology that covered the wonderful truths of the Bible such as, the authority of Scripture, the sovereignty of God, providence of God, the nature of God and much, much, more that had been suppressed for centuries by the Catholic Church.

	 

	But that was just the beginning. He was also used of God to begin to build Churches and teach people to study the Word of God, not the words of man! But even that wasn’t enough! The next thing you know he starts a Bible Institute in Geneva with around 600 students, which singlehandedly turned that town into a literal haven and study center for the Word of God.

	 

	But that still wasn’t all. The spread of his teachings not only went throughout France, and England, Scotland, the Netherlands, Poland, Hungary, and throughout Eastern Europe…

	 

	It has even been stated that the founding of our own country, America, and the form of our American Government, and the spiritual backbone of the American people came as a direct result from this man’s teachings. 

	 

	[image: Image]The man’s name of course was, John Calvin.1

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ John Calvin had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say he was experiencing God’s Peace, amen? But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Calvin is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Calvin get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s joy and peace. I’ve got a life worth giving up!”  Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like John Calvin had, is available to every single Christian!

	And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Calvin had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And the last four chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	There we saw we can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days by not having God’s Joy, but we can also mess it up by not having God’s Peace. We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! I’ve had such great peace since I surrendered this life to Jesus, wouldn’t you like to have it too?” Then all day long were freaked out, stressed out, bugged out just like the rest of the world and for those of you wondering, that’s not a good advertisement for Jesus. But fortunately, just like Joy, we saw that God has already given us His Peace as well. And the enemy knows this! So, he short-circuits God’s Peace from flowing.

	 

	In the last two chapters we read the 2nd way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God, that He’s already given to us, was in having a Misplaced Lifestyle.

	                                                      

	As we have seen, it was bad enough that he gets us to have a Misplaced Mind and get all frazzled, messed up and stressed out, but then we saw he comes in with the Secular School System or the Secular Commercial System.  And he uses these influences to brainwash us into thinking that peace can somehow come from the things of this world when Jesus clearly said it can’t! It can only come from Him and living for the world to come. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 3rd way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Focus. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	[image: Image]Philippians 4:8-20 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength. Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus. To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

	Now, once again, according to our text, we see three important things about experiencing the peace of God on a regular basis, i.e. a contented life, which is peace in action as we saw last week. And notice what they were. One, we need to have a Biblical Mind that thinks upon all the right stuff, not all the wrong stuff, for the peace of God to flow, right? Two, we need, as we saw last week, a Biblical Lifestyle that realizes that it’s not in the number of things that you have in life that can bring you peace, but rather it’s in God regardless of how many things you have in life that brings peace. And three, notice Paul gives us a 3rd element for the peace of God to flow on a continual basis and that was to have a Biblical Focus in life, i.e. one that is more concerned about the well-being of others than just your own. What did he say? He said it was good of you to share in my troubles, but I’m really not looking for a gift, that’s not my concern. I’m more concerned about this act of caring and giving being credited to your account. In other words, this act of giving and caring for my needs will turn out to be a blessing in your walk with God. Paul is more concerned about their spiritual well-being, than his own, even though he’s in a horrible dungeon. That is a total act of selflessness and apparently, according to the Bible, it’s the absolute key to experiencing the peace of God on a regular basis, just like the Apostle Paul had. And for those of you who don’t believe me, John MacArthur shows us how this Biblical focus of selflessness instead of selfishness, really does produce an amazing amount of peace even in the midst of some pretty horrible circumstances.
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	“One time, I was introduced to a gentleman named Thaddeus and he was on our cruise ship in Alaska where he had a major heart attack and almost died. So, all night we held a prayer vigil and God was gracious and spared his life. 

	 

	And he arrived safely in Vancouver and then spent a number of days in the hospital recovering and then later went home in Colorado Springs. 

	 

	But once he got home and even though he was still recuperating and still yet weak, he began to be strong in spirit and strong in heart. He began to call me, in his loving and gracious way, almost every day.

	 

	He would call and say, ‘How are you doing, John?’

	 

	And I would say, ‘How are you doing? You had a heart attack, not me.’ 

	 

	‘No, don't worry about me, I'm fine, I'm at peace, I'm content, everything is well, I'm concerned about you.’

	 

	‘Well, I've been praying for you, Thaddeus.’

	 

	[image: Image]And he would say, ‘Well, no, no, we need to pray for you, you're the one who needs our prayers and I want to know, are all of the needs of your ministry being met, is God answering your prayers and what can I pray for?’

	 

	This is the way the conversation would go. And if I would call and say, ‘Thaddeus, I just called to see how you were doing,’ he would say, ‘Oh no,’ he said, ‘how are you doing?’ 

	 

	And he would again ask me the same questions. ‘Is everything well with you? Is God answering your prayers? God meeting your needs? How can we pray for you?’ A very, very unselfish man.

	 

	Well one day he called me and said, ‘John,’ he said, ‘God has really blessed my heart.’ And he said, ‘I just listened to the series of tapes on The Fulfilled Family. That message must reach the leaders of America…

	 

	Every senator, every congressman, every Supreme Court Justice and every governor and every special person in the White House, we're going to send the album and the study book to every single one of them.’

	And he said, ‘We have got to reach them with the truth that God has designed for marriage and the family.’

	 

	And I said, ‘Wait a minute, Thaddeus, that's a lot of tapes, that's a lot of money.’

	

	He says, ‘Money is not the issue, I’ll take care of that…we must reach these people. They need to hear the Word. And you preach the gospel in there as well so they'll all get the gospel. And so, we're going to do that.’ 

	 

	And I said, ‘That's a great idea, that's a terrific idea.’ And then later that same day he had a massive heart attack, and in the midst of that heart attack, of course, he was rushed to the hospital again and they decided to cut him open and do a bypass surgery and as I might have expected, he survived. 

	 

	He came out of that surgery with an amazing recovery and a few days passed and he wanted to talk to me to see how the project was going. So, he took off his oxygen mask long enough to talk on the phone. 

	 

	And I said to him, ‘Thaddeus, how are you doing?’ 

	 

	He said, ‘Oh no, John,’ he says, ‘How are you doing? How is the ministry going? You keep praying because next month we're going to be sending one of those tape albums to all those people. It's going to be interesting to see that every leader in America blitzed with the same thing.’

	[image: Image]

	I thought to myself as I looked back on my times with Thaddeus, he always said to me, ‘John, I am perfectly content. John, I have perfect peace. I am not a bit concerned about any of this. I'm always concerned about you.’ 

	 

	In the midst of his dire circumstances, he had learned what Paul learned, he had learned to be content. He was at peace and totally satisfied. Why? 

	 

	Because one of the manifestations of total contentment, is total unselfishness and a preoccupation instead with the well-being of others. Much more than anything else.”2

	 

	Wow! Isn’t that amazing? But here’s the obvious question. Surely that’s what we’re doing, right? I mean, surely, we’re more concerned about the needs of others instead of just our own for the peace of God to flow right? Are you kidding me? Let’s be honest. We’re not more concerned about the well-being of others and how their needs are being met. Are you kidding me? We’re only concerned about me, myself, and I and all that I can get! And we wonder why the peace of God isn’t flowing on a regular basis? Are you kidding me? We’re not acting like God’s children, we’re acting like satan’s children. Let me show you where this selfish self-centered attitude came from. 

	 

	Isaiah 14:12-14 “How you have fallen from Heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! You said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” 

	 

	Satan wanted to be God. Why? Because he had an “I” problem. A me, myself, and I problem. It’s all about him! It’s all about what he wants, and what he likes, and what he wants, what he wants to do, and on and on it goes! This is the birthplace of this selfishness and it came from who? It came from satan! And do you really think when we act like him, we’re going to experience God’s peace? No! Of course not! It’s another trap! The devil knows exactly what he’s doing people! He’s not stupid! He knows what the Bible says in Isaiah 48, “There is no peace for the wicked,” and so what better way to get us to miss out on the peace of God than to get us to act just as wicked as him. Selfish, self-centered, stinking, rotten to the core! We’re only concerned about what we can get out of life, me, myself, and I, instead of, like Paul, with the well-being of others. And when we live a life like that, it destroys you and the lives of others. Let’s take a look at utter selfishness and self-centeredness in action. Here’s a woman who just found out she’s dying, and here’s this man who loves himself more than others reaction.

	 

	The video begins with a lady sitting at a table in a restaurant waiting for her date. He walks in and sits down and says, “Hey, I’ve got some news.” She replies, “So do I.” Then he says with a big smile on his face, “I’ve just been named partner.” Then she says with a very serious look on her face, “I think I have cancer.” He stares at her for a minute without a word spoken and then she asks him, “Did you hear me? Did you hear what I just said? I have cancer.” 

	 

	He gets this disgusted look on his face and replies, “This couldn’t wait until tomorrow?” She takes a deep breath and replies, “What? how can you say that to me? I thought you loved me.” His answer, “I do, but you are changing our agreement, you are breaking our deal.” She replies, “You sound like a contract negotiation.” He asks her, “What did you think this was?”

	 

	 She answers, “I thought it was love.” He answers, “Grow up, Amy, love is the most over used word in the English language. It’s what we say when we want something. When we need something. You’re as guilty of it as anybody.” She is speechless. He continues, “We had fun. You were my hot young girlfriend with a chic job and I was your mobile, charming, successful, boyfriend and we were together because we each got something out of the relationship that we wanted. And it was good, actually it was great but now its over.” 
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	She replies, “How did I not see this in you?” He answers, “Because you saw what you wanted.” Then she says, “You understand that I might die.” He stands up to leave and says, “I’m sorry about that,” and walks off.3

	  

	Now how many of you guys would say, that’s one of the most unloving, cruel, selfish satanic acts ever imaginable? Can you believe that? She’s dying of cancer, he could give a rip, and then breaks up with her! What kind of cruel, heartless person would do that, right? Well, his name is satan! This is where it comes from! “I will ascend to Heaven! I will raise my throne above the stars of God! I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly! I will ascend above the tops of the clouds! I will make myself like God!” I will do whatever I have to do to please me no matter the cost, because that’s what life’s all about!” And believe it or not, I’ve seen Christians do what you just saw. 

	 

	One wife refused to be reconciled to her husband because of her need to love herself first. Unhappy in the marriage, she decided to commit adultery in order to feel good about her life. Even after the husband found out and was willing to forgive and work through the problems, she refused, for she was convinced her "sin" is okay because she must protect her self-love at all costs. Meanwhile the children suffer.

	 

	Another husband left his wife because he too was unhappy. He chose to go find a younger woman for he was convinced that this would make his life meaningful once more. He made it sound so "honorable." After all, if this choice would provide him with happiness and peace, then for the sake of his well-being he "must" commit this sin. 

	 

	Another marriage was seriously on the rocks. Why? Because the wife wanted to go to Hawaii, but the husband didn’t. The solution? She seriously contemplated divorce because she wasn't getting her way and was left not feeling good about her life. Therefore, in order to once again have a happy and "fulfilling" life, the proper thing to do is divorce.

	 

	[image: Image]      You see, she has to love herself first to have a healthy self-image in order to have a "fulfilling" life. Doesn’t that sound so honorable? It’s actually as sick as that video. And so, to me, this is the question, “How does he do it? How does satan get people, even born-again Christians, to act just like him, stinkin’ selfish, rotten to the core, and miss out on the peace of God?” Well hey, thanks for asking, it works well with my notes. 

	 

	The 1st way he does it is by getting us to buy into A False Teaching.

	 

	[image: Image]      I’m here to tell you, whether you realize it or not, there is one false teaching on the planet, that has single-handedly given rise to one of the most selfish, self-centered, egotistical, generations this world has ever seen, and that’s the false teaching of self-love, self-esteem. Even though as we just saw, this false teaching was started with satan in Isaiah 14. Even though it was picked up and promoted by such people as Sigmund Freud, who was an atheist, evolutionist, cocaine user, addict, who believed that man had evolved from lower animals, and that the idea of an Almighty God was just a myth made up by our forefathers to cope with life.4 It was Carl Jung who talked to a wooden man made out of a ruler that he called Manikin and was involved in séances and necromancy and communicated with a demonic spirit he called Philemon, which he admitted is where he got much of his teachings from.5 

	 

	And who could forget the influence of Abraham Maslow who stated on record that the motivation for his life’s work, including this false teaching of self-love, was because of his absolute hatred of his mother.6 Even though that’s where all this false teaching came from, people not only still buy into this lie, but then they have the audacity to say that the Bible promotes this lie! Are you kidding me? In fact, let’s look at a couple of passages again that promote this lie and you tell me if there’s not some serious error.

	 

	Matthew 22:37-39 “Jesus replied: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

	 

	Well, there you have it. We need to love ourselves more than God, and certainly much more than other people, right? I mean, it said right there we need to love our neighbor as we love ourselves, right? Wrong! That’s what they twist it to mean, but that’s not at all that the context means! First of all, if you read the context, you’ll see it’s the by-product of loving God first that gives us the ability to love our neighbors, hello! And two, if we’re honest, it’s not that we have difficulty in loving ourselves. Are you kidding me? Ask anybody who’s married, what causes half of all marital problems. It’s because somebody’s being selfish! Give me a break! And for those of you who say, “Well, I know somebody who doesn’t love themselves. They actually hate themselves!” But people, stop and think about it. This is still a preoccupation with self.

	 

	[image: 41nOn5b1OtL]“Dr. Martin Bobgan's book Prophets of PsychoHeresy II regarding self-hatred: 

	 

	‘Now we are not saying that there are no individuals who genuinely think that they hate themselves. However, what they generally hate is something about themselves or their circumstances.

	 

	They exhibit actual love for themselves in that they continue to spend most of their time concerned about themselves, even if it is with unhappy thoughts. 

	 

	They generally get to the point where they are unhappy about themselves because a discrepancy exists between their aspirations or desires and their performance or condition. This intensive hate is evidence of high self-interest.’”7

	 

	Therefore, the challenge as the Bible says, is to take this natural ongoing inclination to love ourselves, first, no matter how you want to mask it, and now extend it to others! Just like the Apostle Paul, that’s the path of peace! And three, notice there are only two commandments that Jesus gave there, not three. One: Love God. Two: Love your neighbor. That’s it, right? Jesus did not say there were three and He certainly did not say that third one was to love yourself first! Are you kidding me! And yet, the self-love/self-esteem proponents not only create this third supposed commandment out of the two, they even go so far as to say unless you do this third commandment, i.e. love yourself first, then you won’t have the ability to do the other two, i.e. love God and your neighbor! Can you believe that? You talk about twisting the Scripture! No wonder there’s no peace in people’s lives! They’re being taught to be selfish and self-centered, just like satan. Oh, but that’s not all. The second verse they twist is in Matthew 10. Let’s take a look at that one:

	 

	Matthew 10:29-31 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So, don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” 

	 

	[image: Image]      Well, there you have it. We need to acknowledge our self-worth, right? I mean, what did it say? We are worth more than many sparrows, therefore we need to acknowledge how incredibly worthy we really are, right? Wrong! That’s what they twist it to mean, but that’s not at all what the context means! First of all, if you read the context, you’ll see clearly what Jesus is saying is that two sparrows are sold for how much? A penny, right? 

	 

	Now anybody with an accounting degree can tell you that this is not going to add up to a great worth! Are you kidding? Do the math! If your “many sparrows” meant let’s say 500 sparrows, how much are you worth? That’s right, at one penny per two sparrows you’d be worth about $2.50! Or hey, maybe you’ve been really good lately so your “many sparrows” adds up to be 1,000 sparrows. Sounds like a lot, right? But hello! Do the math, you’re now worth about 5 bucks! Read the context. That passage is not dealing with the so-called great worth of us, but rather the greatness of God’s great providential care for us! And people, I’m telling you this false teaching of self-love/self-esteem is actually ripping us off of the greater news of where our real identity lies. It’s not in our own self-inflated self-important statements of self-love. No! Are you kidding me! It’s in the love of God that was placed upon us in Jesus Christ! And because of that I am now, what? 

	 

	“I am His beloved, I am His child, I’m an ambassador for the King of Kings and the Lord of Lord, I am blameless, spotless, without blemish and considered a beautiful Bride.

	 

	[image: Image]I am blessed in the heavenly realms, I am born-again, and I belong to God. I cannot be separated. He calls me a saint and I’m now a citizen of Heaven. I cannot lose my salvation. I’m complete in Christ and I cannot be condemned. I am dearly loved, I’m delivered, and I have direct access to the throne of grace. I am dead to sin. I am healed from sin and I can do all things through Him Who strengthens me. 

	 

	I’m a friend of Jesus. I’ve been forgiven by Jesus. I am established, anointed and sealed by God. I’m free from the past. I’m kept by God’s power. I’m prayed for by Christ and I’m not going to hell! Why? Because 22 years ago God had mercy upon me and made me a new creation in Christ! That’s where our value lies! 

	 

	It’s in Him, and what He has made me, not in my own self-inflated self-important statements of self-love, apart from Him. Are you kidding me! One gives glory to God, the other gives glory to self, just like satan!”

	 

	And the irony is, the Bible not only forewarned long ago, that this self-love society that we now have, is not only a sign we’re living in the last days. But it also explains why we have no peace and our society is falling apart in these last days!

	 

	2 Timothy 3:1-5 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.” 

	 

	Why? Because they’re leading you down the wrong path for true peace and contentment in life! It’s not a life of selfishness, it’s a life of selflessness. It’s a life of self-denial, it’s a life of peace. I didn’t say that, God did! And it’s high time that we Christians, in these Last Days, start listening to God’s Word instead of satan’s, like this video shows.

	 

	[image: Image]The video opens with two cartoon girls playing the piano and the drums. The MC with a black top hat announces, “Ladies and Gentlemen, Let me introduce to you the one, the only, the father of lies”, and then they sing, ‘I’ve been here since the beginning, I know exactly how you work, I know all of your cravings, know what makes you go berserk, been lying from the start just to make you play a part in my infinite rebellion against the Father God. Hate everything He is, and I make you hate Him too. 

	 

	Make you hate Him with your actions, its so easy for me to do, because you like it... Sin feels good for the ego... You love it.  Oh, come on baby, all the time I’m winding you up like my perfect little puppet, you’re my favorite robot, welcome to the show but, I’m watching you and all of hell is with me too, helping me make my lies look true. Oh, and there is a lie for everyone, everyone. 

	 

	A lie that opens up your heart so I can get me some more of your free will, I’m winding you, winding you, give me the control that’s why I’m telling you, selling you anything, everything, appealing to your human way of being and I use it all against you to just keep your eyes from seeing past the life you’re living, past the moment you’re in, past the pleasure of your sin , or the cigarette your smoking, choking on your lust, I’ll make you drunk with pride, so deeply spun into my system that you won’t see the light, never mind that I’m drowning you. I keep deceiving you...  Because I don’t tell you that the God who loves you, who died for you, I don’t tell you that the freedom and love of forgiveness and truth, why would I tell you, why would I tell you the truth?”

	 

	So true isn’t it? And the enemy must be laughing at us too! Why? Because he’s got us, even in the Church, listening to his words instead of God’s thinking that a life of peace and contentment can come when we’re consumed with ourselves just like him…and it never works, and he knows it! Self-love, self-esteem, self-respect, self-absorption, self-pleasure, self, self, self, give it to me, give it to me now, it’s all about me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity…destroying ourselves in the process and lives of others. And yet, if we would just listen today to God’s Word, that says when you’re more concerned about others, just like Jesus hanging on the cross. When you’re more concerned about others, just like Paul rotting in a dungeon, and when you’re more concerned about others, just like Thaddeus having a heart attack, you will experience the peace of God that passes all understanding. And is it any wonder then, that Jesus told us this? 

	 

	Matthew 16:24 “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’” 

	 

	Why? Because He’s the Prince of Peace, and if you want to experience His peace, you must follow in His footsteps. So, let’s be that Church. Let’s be more concerned about our lost world and be those peaceful examples for Jesus in these Last Days leading many souls to Him. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twelve

	————————————

	A Misplaced Focus

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“The year was 391 AD and Telemachus was a godly Christian man who lived in a remote village, tending his garden and spending much of his time in prayer.

	 

	However, one day he felt called to go to Rome by the Lord, so he obeyed, setting out on foot. Weeks later he arrived in the city at the time of a great festival. So, Telemachus followed the crowd who was surging down the streets to a Colosseum.

	 

	There he saw the gladiators stand before the Emperor and say, “We who are about to die salute you.”

	 

	And suddenly, Telemachus realized that these men were going to fight to the death for the entertainment of the crowd. So, he cried out, “In the name of Christ, stop!” But no one would listen.

	 

	So, he pushed his way through the crowd, climbed over the wall, and dropped on to the floor of the arena. And when the crowd saw this tiny figure rushing to the gladiators and saying, ‘In the name of Christ, stop!’ they thought it was part of the show and began to laugh.

	But as soon as they found out it wasn’t a part of the show, the laughter turned to anger. And as Telemachus was pleading with the gladiators to stop, one of them plunged a sword into his body and he fell to the sand.

	 

	As he lay dying, Telemachus’ last words were, “In the name of Christ, stop!”

	 

	[image:  Painting of the martyrdom of Telemachus]And then a strange thing happened. The gladiators stood looking at the tiny figure lying there. A hush fell over the Colosseum. Suddenly, way up in the upper rows, a man stood and made his way to the exit. Then others began to follow. In dead silence, everyone left the Colosseum.

	 

	It was to be the last battle to the death in the Roman Colosseum. Never again in the great stadium did men kill each other for the entertainment of the crowd. Why? Because of one tiny voice that could barely be heard above the crowd, courageously spoke the truth in God’s name, “In the name of Christ, stop!”1

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Telemachus had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? Other than trying to spell his name in Kindergarten and kids making fun of him! But I mean, think about this. This really happened! One Christian man affected a whole culture and the whole nation, by one simple selfless act. Now that is experiencing God’s peace. Amen? But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Telemachus is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Telemachus get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life of joy and peace. I’ve got a life worth giving up!”  Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like Telemachus had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.”

	What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Telemachus had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	In the last five chapters we read the 2nd key to The Christian Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	There we saw we can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days by not having God’s Joy, but we can also mess it up by not having God’s Peace. We say stuff like, “Hey, come to Jesus He’s great! I’ve had such great peace since I surrendered this life to Jesus, wouldn’t you like to have it too?” And then all day long we’re freaked out, stressed out, bugged out just like the rest of the world! And for those of you wondering, that’s not a good advertisement for Jesus. But fortunately, just like the Joy thing, we saw that God has already given us His Peace as well. And the enemy knows this! So, he short-circuits God’s Peace from flowing. 

	 

	In the last Chapter we saw the 3rd way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, was in having a Misplaced Focus.

	 

	It was bad enough that he gets us to have a Misplaced Mind and get all frazzled up and messed up and stressed out, with the Music & Media, but then he gets us to have a Misplaced Lifestyle with the Secular School System and the Secular Commercial System to brainwash us into thinking that peace can somehow come from the things of this world instead of Jesus who made the world and the world to come that He’s prepared for us. But then he gets us to have this Misplaced Focus. There we saw the enemy will actually get us to buy into this false teaching called self-love/self-esteem and think that true peace and lasting contentment will somehow come when we love ourselves more than God and even more than other people! Excuse me? It’s the exact opposite of what the Bible says! The Bible says that true peace and contentment can only come when we’re acting like Jesus and Paul or Telemachus who were more concerned about the well-being of others than their own. But that’s not all. 

	The 2nd way the enemy tricks us into being more concerned about ourselves than anybody else, so we’ll miss out on the peace of God, let alone destroy everything, is with A False Attitude. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Matthew 16:21-25 “From that time on Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to you!’ Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.’ Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for Me will find it.” 

	 

	In other words, if you live a selfless life like Jesus, not satan, who is selfish and self-centered, then you find out what life’s all about, let alone experience God’s peace in the midst of some pretty horrible trials. Jesus suffered, and we’re followers of Him! [image: Image]But this is what we call a Paradox in Scripture. And it’s not the first time we see it. It’s all over the place in the Bible. Jesus also said, “If you want to be the greatest you must be the…least.” “If you want to be exalted you must be…humbled.” “If you want to be wise you must become a…. fool.” “If you want to be first you must be…last.” And on and on it goes. And here we have another one, “If you want to experience life, you must first…lose it.” Stop being so selfish, having self-centered thinking, it’s all about you, your way, your plan, the way you want it…PETER. And this is what he desperately needed to hear and learn and why he was rebuked so sharply for it. As we saw before, satan is all about the exact opposite. It’s all about self, self, self. Do whatever you want. Life is all about me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity. And that’s why Jesus said, “Get behind Me satan!” When you’re acting like that, you’re acting like satan! That’s how satan thinks. That you shouldn’t have to suffer, that you shouldn’t have to pick up your cross, it’s all about pleasing yourself at all costs. You know, the Burger King philosophy, “Have it your way.” …It’s all about you. And if you live your life...your way, the way you want it…then that will give you peace…. just like that Burger…. I don’t think so!

	Jesus said you must lose that attitude, that way of life, a life of selfishness and self-centeredness, just like satan, if you’re ever going to experience true life, His Life, that includes peace. In fact, in the Greek it’s in the continuance form so it literally means, “If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me so as to make it a habit of life!” Why? Because if you want a regular great life that’s full of regular peace, then you must regularly, daily, get rid of that selfish self-centered satanic life…and start living a life just like Jesus that’s selfless! That’s where it’s at! But here in lies our problem. When it comes to being selfless, most of us are like Cooper. Check this out.

	 

	[image: Image]Two dogs are sitting in the car watching the lady in the front seat. She turns and says to them, “We just went through the drive through window. What did we get Cooper? Daisy, what did we get at the drive-up window?” She brings out an ice cream cone and says, “Now Cooper let Daisy have some.” She holds the cone to Daisy and she is licking the ice cream cone. The lady asks, “Where did we go? Did we go to McDonalds?” As Daisy is enjoying the ice cream, Cooper keeps nosing over closer. “No, let Daisy have hers first.” Daisy keeps licking and really enjoying that vanilla flavor. Cooper waits, licking his lips with anticipation. “Daisy has to get hers first because Cooper....”

	 

	She holds the cone over to Cooper and he opens his mouth and the whole ice cream cone is gone with one gigantic gulp. “eats his too fast.”

	 

	Man! That’s exactly like my wiener dog, Brewster. If our little female Sasha even hesitates for a second with her snack, he just CHOMP, CHOMP, eats it up, lickety split. Think about it, how many times a day, do we do this as adults? When things don’t go our way…what do we do? CHOMP, CHOMP, CHOMP! Get out of my way, it’s all about me, I want it now!  Get out of here! Get out of here! That’s what we’re doing if we don’t realize it or not! And if it doesn’t work out, and we don’t get that ice cream or whatever we want, we’ll actually do what Peter did. We rebuke God with statements like this, “No way! Why did God do this! Why did you do that! How come I have to do this, this ain’t right, this ain’t fair! (How fair was that Cross) I should have it my way…. this ain’t right!” Then we’ll blame God for not having peace, when the whole time He warned us to not go down this route! Hello! McFly! D. Martyn Lloyd Jones, he puts it this way, this is what we’ve got to wake up to. 

	 

	“D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones says, ‘The real cause of failure, ultimately, in marriage is always self, and the various manifestations of self. Of course, that is the cause of trouble everywhere and in every realm. 

	 

	Self and selfishness are the greatest disrupting forces in the world. All the major problems confronting the world, whether you look at the matter from the standpoint of nations and statesmen, or from the standpoint of industry and social conditions, or from any other standpoint - all these troubles ultimately come back to self, to 'my rights,' to 'what I want,' and to 'who is he?' or 'who is she?' 

	[image: Image result for d martyn lloyd jones]

	 

	Self, with its horrid manifestations, always leads to trouble, because if two ‘selfs’ come into opposition there is bound to be a clash. Self always wants everything for it-self. That is true of myself, but it is equally true of yourself. You at once have two autonomous powers, each deriving from self, and a clash is inevitable. 

	 

	Such clashes occur at every level, from two people right up to great communities and empires and nations."

	Self-esteem teachings distort the Bible, reflect the world, and appeal to the natural man. The Bible teaches believers to esteem others better than self, to love one another as we already love ourselves, and to deny our self-daily.2

	
      Why? Because this is why great nations, great countries, great families, great marriages, and great businesses and even great Churches fall apart! Why do they fail? Why do they crumble? Why do they go out of existence? I’ll tell you why! Because somewhere along the line, you got tricked and seduced into having a Misplaced Focus and all you could give a rip about in life is me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity. And now, even though God warned you against it…PETER… you still live that way, and every day, you reap what you sow, incurring pain, like this guy.

	 

	He steps out onto his porch with his bathrobe on and a bottle in his hand. He picks up the morning newspaper and then takes a big drink out of his bottle. The bottle is empty so instead of taking it into the house to throw in the trash can he throws it as hard as he can out of his yard and into the street. 

	 

	[image: Image]Unfortunately, just as he does that a young boy is riding his skateboard in front of his house and the bottle hits him on the head. As he is going down on the ground the skateboard goes flying through the air and hits another boy walking down the street holding a basketball. As he is falling to the ground the ball falls out of his hands and rolls down the street.

	 

	 A girl is walking her Doberman and when that dog sees the ball, it takes off running after it, causing the girl to stumble and fall and get dragged down the street. She is screaming so loud that it starts to make an elderly man’s hearing aid starts to make a high-pitched noise in his ear. He grabs his ear with one hand and falls forward against a door bell with the other. The fright that is caused by this sudden bell makes a guy that is shooting an arrow to turn suddenly and let the arrow go. 

	 

	The arrow flies down a long walkway and ends up going into the arm of the guy standing on the porch with his bathrobe on. As he is trying to pull the arrow out of his arm, he is bouncing around right out into the street just as a big truck come by and runs over him.  The moral of the story is: “It all comes back to you.”

	How many times a day do we get shot in the arm or hit by a truck spiritually, wondering why we don’t experience peace on a regular basis, when the whole time it was our own doing. We live a selfish life and throw the milk bottle…OWWW! It’s all about me, BOOM! And we get up and do it again, and the next day, and the next day, and the next day! Why God Why? Why am I not experiencing Peace? It’s not His fault, it’s ours! We’re not listening to Jesus! “If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me so as to make it a habit of life!” Why? Because if you want a regular great life that’s full of regular peace, then you must regularly, daily, get rid of that selfish self-centered satanic life and start living a life just like Jesus that’s selfless. That’s where it’s at! But that’s not all. There’s another danger here, and maybe it might have to do with why Jesus rebuked Peter so sharply and so quickly.  Because Jesus knows if you don’t turn around from this selfish self-centered attitude real fast, it’ll get even worse! Pretty soon you move to stage two and you actually start to think the whole world revolves around you! And that the whole world now exists just to make you happy and feel good at all times! I call it, the-center-of-the-universe-itis. And I’m so glad none of us here have that! Married couples just keep looking forward, or it’s going to be a long ride home! Trust me! And it’s just not reality, i.e. center-of-the-universe-itis, but it’s the height of pride. It’s really acting like satan at this point! And so, is it any wonder the Bible says to do again the exact opposite for peace?

	 

	Philippians 2:1-8 “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross!” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, the Bible clearly says that if we’re going to show our appreciation for what God has done for us, then what do we need to do? We need to stop being selfish and self-centered, and start acting like Jesus, Who had a servant mentality, that said, I’m more concerned about your needs than just My own, just like Paul, just like Telemachus, even though you might have to suffer for doing so, right? That’s when the peace of God begins to flow. And so, here’s the point. Surely that’s what we’re doing right? I mean, surely, we’re not being totally selfish and vain and conceited in life thinking it’s only about us, even in the Church, but we’re doing what the Bible says and in humility we’re considering others better than ourselves, and we’re thinking positive about them, and we’re desirous to serve them in any way we can, right?  Wrong answer! Are you kidding me? All you have to do, to see the proof in the pudding, is consider these scenarios. For instance, have you ever been in the car and you have to stop at a crosswalk, and you’re in a big ol’ giant hurry, and to make [image: Image]matters worse, a person is not just walking across the street taking their sweet ol’ time, but they what? That’s right! They actually look at you with this arrogant look, like you’re doing something wrong? Have you ever been there?  How do you feel at that point? You’re not at peace, are you? No! Rather, you want to break them into pieces, don’t you? Or how about being on a plane ride and you get to sit next to the lady with three unruly kids and they fight and scream and claw and shout and whine and make nothing but noise during the stinking whole trip. You ever been there? Now here’s the point. By the time you landed, how do you feel? You’re not at peace, are you? No! You’re about to fall to pieces.  Or here’s one more. How many of you guys ever run across one of these guys, and they’re always asking for money! Let’s take a look.

	 

	Recently there has been this guy with an odd sign on Highway 71. His handwritten sign says he has the God given gift of a great voice. “Hey, we’re going to make you work for your dollars.” Said one guy in a car that stopped to donate money. “Do something with that great radio voice.” The man replies, “When you are listening to the best of oldies, you are listening to magic radio 98.9.” He is given some money, and he replies, “Thank you so much, God Bless you, thank you.”  Then the man with the sign says, “And we’ll be back with more after these words.”

	 

	The man’s voice is deep and beautiful. He sounds like a radio announcer. But he is standing on the street with a sign asking for help. “And don’t forget to listen tomorrow morning for your chance to win tickets to see this man live in concert. Thank you so much!” Ted Williams begins to tell his story. “When I was 14 years old, I was born and raised in Brooklyn New York. 

	[image: B1F9C380]

	I listened to one of our radio announcers and I went on a field trip to go meet the guy and he looked nothing like what he sounds like. So, I asked him about that and he said radio is defined theater of mind. When he said theater of mind, I said hey, I can’t be an actor, I can’t be an on-air personality, but the voice just became something of a development over the years and I went to school for it. 

	 

	Then alcohol, drugs and a few other things became a part of my life, but I got 2 years clean and I’m trying hard to get it back and I hope that somebody from one of these radio or television stations will need a voice over or something.”3 

	 

	Now, let’s be honest. How many of you guys thought differently of that man at the end of the video than you did at the beginning of the video? Uh huh. And can I tell you why? This is how deep it runs, folks. You automatically thought the worst of him, instead of the best of him, like the Bible says to do, and you wonder why you never experience God’s peace. I mean, think about it. Why do we get all frazzled just because somebody crossed the road? Why do we get all wigged just because kids get unruly on a plane? Why does it bug us to no end when someone asks us for money? I’ll tell you why! Is it because of them? No! This is the lie! This is the illusion! This is how deep it runs! It’s actually us and our selfish stinking attitude, thinking the whole world revolves around you, you, you, and exists to make us happy! Are you kidding me! If you ever got around to doing what the Bible says to do for peace in life, then maybe these thoughts would go through your brain. Did it ever occur to you the reason why the guy in the crosswalk was walking so slow and looked so angry, was it because he just lost a loved one that morning and he’s trying his best to cope with it? Did you ever think about that? Did it ever occur to you that the reason why that lady was having such a hard time with her kids was because she was flying to her husband’s funeral who died in Afghanistan, and she’s still struggling with how to tell her kids. No! Of course not! It never even crossed your mind! Why? Because somewhere along the line, you got tricked and seduced into having a Misplaced Focus, a Selfish Attitude and you actually think the world revolves around you! And that’s why you don’t experience God’s peace, and you leave a trail of destruction wherever you go.

	But you might be thinking, “Pastor Billy, I understand that I should think positive about people, even that homeless guy, and the guy on the crosswalk and the lady on the plane. I get that. But what about the person who does something really, really horrible and rotten to us? How am I supposed to think the best of them then, huh?” Well again folks, even here, you still don’t have to miss out on the peace of God, you just simply do what the Bible says to do. You just keep up that servant mentality, like Jesus had, like Paul had, like Telemachus had, and you entrust their behavior over to God, notice I didn’t say condone it, but just entrust it over to God, and enjoy His peace. I didn’t say that, Jesus did! Here’s what He did when He had to suffer!

	 

	1 Peter 2:19-23 “For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps. He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth. When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.” 

	 

	In other words, nobody gets away with nothing folks, and when you do what Jesus did and entrust somebody else’s behavior, even yes, their wicked behavior, over to God, even then, you still don’t have to miss out on the peace of God. In fact, you might even be able to pull off one of the most amazing selfless statements ever made on the planet, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” Oh, people if we’d only get back to the real Jesus, the Suffering Servant, and the Prince of Peace Who was more concerned about the needs of others, than merely His own, the peace of God would abound beyond our wildest dreams

	 

	“Christ did not say, ‘If anyone would come after Me, let Him enjoy himself, let him be gorgeously dressed, let him be drunk with delight.’ He never said, ‘Be glad that you are perfect and that you can see how well you are doing.’ 

	 

	No, Jesus said, ‘If anyone will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and come follow Me.’ His path winds up the side of a steep mountain where death will be present on every hand. 

	 

	You do not see the lovely side of following Christ. You see what He takes away, but you do not see what He gives. You exaggerate the sacrifices and ignore the blessings. God is your Father; do you think He would ever hurt you? He just cuts you off from those things you love in the wrong way. 

	 

	[image: Image]You cry like a baby when God removes something or someone from your life, but you would cry a lot more if you saw the eternal harm your wrong attachments cause you. You do not see with the eyes of eternity. God knows everything. Nothing happens without His consent. You are upset by small losses, but do not see eternal gains! 

	 

	Don’t dwell on your suffering. Your oversensitivity makes your trials worse. Abandon yourself to God. You cannot give place to the world, to your passions or your laziness. Words are not enough to claim the Kingdom of God. It takes strength and courage and violence. 

	 

	You must violently resist the tides of this world, Violently give up all that holds you back from God. Violently turn your will over to God to do His will alone. This violence is what I pray you will come to know, for how else will you know anything of the life of the Lord Jesus?

	 

	We must imitate Jesus; live as He lived, think as He thought, and be conformed to His image. 

	Jesus Christ was born in a stable; he was obliged to fly into Egypt; thirty years of his life were spent in a workshop; he suffered hunger, thirst, and weariness; he was poor, despised and miserable; he taught the doctrines of Heaven, and no one would listen. 

	 

	The great and the wise persecuted and took him, subjected him to frightful torments, treated him as a slave and put him to death between two thieves, having preferred to give liberty to a robber, rather than to let him escape. 

	[image: Image]

	Such was the life which our Lord chose; while we are horrified at any kind of humiliation and cannot bear the slightest appearance of contempt.

	 

	Let us compare our lives with that of Jesus Christ, reflecting that He was the Master and that we are the servants.

	 

	Let us begin to walk in the path which our Savior has marked out, for it is the only one that can lead us to Him.”4

	 

	And might I add, the only path of experiencing the Peace of God is the one that He’s already given to us. Why? Because a life of self-denial, just like Jesus, not satan, is a life of Peace. That’s how you Experience God’s Peace and that’s how you remain a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days. Just like Telemachus, just like Jesus, just like Paul, let’s be like them… One selfless act, one day at a time, as it comes up, as the opportunity presents itself. Changing one family at a time, one marriage at a time, one home at a time, one church at a time, one business at a time, one town at a time, one nation at a time, and boy do we need it or what? That’s how we change the culture. STOP! Like Telemachus, by our selfless acts, it gets their attention, it’s so unlike our Culture, and it brings the Peace of Jesus wherever we go, Let’s be that Church!  Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Thirteen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Attitude

	Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He’s not only known as the ‘Morning Star of the Reformation,’ but his actions so enraged the Roman Catholic Church, that forty-four years later, after his death, they actually dug up his bones, burned them, and threw them into a nearby river. 

	 

	He was born in a factory village in Yorkshire, England in 1330 A.D., and as he grew up in that area, he eventually began to teach at Oxford in England. And it wasn’t long before he began to notice serious problems with the Catholic Church…

	 

	Such as immoral clergy, excessive Church wealth, saying again that you have to work your way to Heaven instead of relying on the work of Jesus Christ, and even that the priests or the pope could hold back your salvation if you didn’t do as you’re told. He had had enough!

	 

	And what happened, to make matters worse, over 100 years earlier, the Roman Catholic Church deliberately ordered that all copies of the Bible were to be kept in Latin, which was the language of the ruling elite. So that meant that even if a common person, who only spoke English, ever came across a copy of the Bible, they still couldn’t read it.

	So, what did this one Christian man do? Well, that’s right, he not only began to denounce the authority of Pope and insist that Jesus Christ was the Head of the Church and not some fallible man, but he also became the very first man in Church history to translate the entire Bible into English, so that the common people could read these amazing truths for themselves.

	 

	And as you might expect, the Roman Catholic Church condemned him and his views and threatened him as usual. But that didn’t stop him. Soon he founded this group called the Lollards, who were a bunch of poor, simple, Christian preachers, who evangelized and preached this man’s ideas, based out of the Bible, in English, all over England.

	 

	And even though most of these men died a horrible, horrible, death at the hands of the Roman Catholic Church it is believed that if they did not make their incredible sacrifice, that a reformation, nearly 100 years later, would never have been born. Their work softened the hearts of the people to make it happen. The man’s name of course was, John Wycliffe.1

	[image: Image]

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say John Wycliffe had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now he was experiencing God’s peace. A’men? But, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Wycliffe is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Wycliffe get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark?” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like John Wycliffe had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Wycliffe had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The next six chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And last time we saw the 3rd way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, was in having a Misplaced Focus.

	 

	There we saw the enemy will actually get us to buy into this false teaching called self-love/self-esteem and think that true peace and lasting contentment will somehow come when we love ourselves more than God and even more than other people and develop this center-of-the-universe. NO! It’s the exact opposite of what the Bible says! The Bible says that true peace and contentment can only come when we’re acting like Jesus, Paul, and Telemachus who were more concerned about the well-being of others than just their own and they think better of others than themselves. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 4th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God, that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Attitude. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Philippians 4:10-13 “I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” 

	 

	Now folks, once again we see in this passage the Apostle Paul telling us where true peace and contentment comes from, and again notice that it wasn’t in how many things you have in life, was it? No! It’s in God, no matter how many things you have in life, right? That’s what we saw in a Misplaced Lifestyle, but now I want to bring out the second aspect that I see in this passage that I believe is pivotal to Experiencing the Peace of God on a regular basis, like Paul had. And that is this. Notice Paul’s attitude. He had a Biblical attitude when it came to accepting God’s provision in life. He was willing to accept less than what he was due, and he was appreciative of what little he had. And think about it. Think about what was going on here. This is the mighty Apostle Paul. He could’ve exerted his right for provision, right? He could’ve demanded that every single Christian and Church that owed their very existence to him, to now come to his aid, in his time of need and help him out, right? But here’s the point. He didn’t! He was content. He not only went without, but he appreciated what he had, and he was very grateful for it. Why? Because he had a Biblical Attitude when it came to God’s provision, and therefore he was full of God’s peace! So, here’s the point. Surely that’s what we’re doing, right? I mean, surely, we know if we’re ever going to Experience the Peace of God on a regular basis like the Apostle Paul had, that it’s not just in stopping this behavior that tries to seek peace in the things of this world instead of God, but it’s also in being willing to accept less than what you’re due, and appreciate what you’ve already got, right? Folks let’s be honest. We don’t have this Biblical Attitude like the Apostle Paul. Are you kidding me? We don’t want to accept less than what we’re due, and we’re not appreciative of what we already have! We’ve exchanged it for a Misplaced Attitude that says, “I better be getting everything I’m due and I better be getting everything I think I need to have!” And then we wonder why we don’t Experience the Peace of God? And so, to me folks, that’s the question, “How does he do it? How does the enemy get people, even born-again Christians, into demanding all that they’re due in life, instead of accepting what God determines in life, and being grateful for it? Well hey, thanks for asking guys, it works well with my notes.

	 

	The 1st way he gets us to do it is with Unrealistic Expectation.

	 

	We are not only living in one of the most selfish, self-centered, egotistical generations this world has ever seen, because of the lie of self-love/self-esteem but I’m here to tell you that there’s another horrible side effect to this lie, and that is this. We now live in a society that has the most outrageous unrealistic expectations you could ever dream. It’s this Entitlement Syndrome!

	 

	The Ant and the Grasshopper - CLASSIC VERSION:
 

	The ant works hard in the withering heat all summer long, building his house and laying up supplies for the winter. The grasshopper thinks he’s a fool and laughs and dances and plays the summer away. Come winter, the ant is warm and well fed.  The grasshopper has no food or shelter, so he dies out in the cold.

	 

	The Ant and the Grasshopper - MODERN VERSION:

	[image: Image]The ant works hard in the withering heat all summer long, building his house and laying up supplies for the winter. The grasshopper thinks he’s a fool and laughs and dances and plays the summer away. Come winter, the shivering grasshopper calls a press conference and demands to know why the ant should be allowed to be warm and well fed while others less fortunate are cold and starving. 

	 

	National News shows up to provide pictures of the shivering grasshopper next to a video of the ant in his comfortable home with a table filled with food.  The nation is stunned by the sharp contrast.  How can this be, that in a country of such wealth, this poor grasshopper is allowed to suffer so? The opposition parties stage a demonstration in front of the ants’ house, where the news stations film the group singing, “We Shall Overcome.”  

	 

	A local member of government rants in an interview with a celebrity news reporter that the ant has gotten rich off the backs of grasshoppers and calls for an immediate tax hike on the ant to make him pay his “fair share.” Finally, the Government drafts the Economic Equity and Anti Grasshopper Act, retroactive to the beginning of the summer. The ant is fined for failing to hire green bugs for help and, having nothing left to pay his retroactive taxes, his home is confiscated by the government.

	 

	The story ends as we see the grasshopper finishing up the last bits of the ant’s food while the government house he is in, which just happens to be the ant’s old house, crumbles around him because he doesn’t maintain it. The ant has disappeared in the snow. The grasshopper is found dead in a drug related incident and the house, now abandoned, is taken over by a gang of spiders who terrorize the once peaceful neighborhood.

	 

	Now does that sound familiar or what? Of course, it does! Why? Because our society is filled with this “entitlement attitude.” That they can get something for nothing! That they don’t have to work for it! That they should get everything that everyone else has…i.e. their due! But that’s not what the Bible says! People today not only think the whole world now revolves around them and exists to make them happy in life, but now they actually have the audacity to think the whole world owes them a perfect life! And I mean a perfect one, one without pain, without harm, without any lack, without anything negative whatsoever, because it’s all about me, myself, and I and my own personal fulfillment at all times. Again, this is not only unrealistic. You talk about a pipe dream! If there’s one thing the Bible says that is clear about in life, it’s you’re going to have problems in life! You’re going to have pain, you’re going to have trials, you’re going to have to go without sometimes, like the Apostle Paul, because this is not Heaven. Heaven comes later! In fact, Jesus said if they hated Me they’re going to hate you. If they persecuted Me, they’re going to persecute you. If they nailed Me to a cross and hated My guts for preaching the truth, then guess what? 

	Welcome to the club! Welcome to being His disciple, who might not end up with a perfect life, this side of Heaven, but that’s okay! Just do what the Bible says to do and experience God’s peace. It’s called pray.

	 

	Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

	 

	According to our text, the Bible not only presupposes that we’re going to have some hard times in life, because otherwise why are we being told not to be anxious, right? Hello! But more importantly, it tells us what to do when we have these problems in life, and that was what? We’re supposed to pray and present our requests to God, right? Why? Because that’s when the peace of God that transcends all understanding, will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, right? Why? Because that’s the key! Listen! Peace comes not when I get what I want from God, because sometimes you’re not, but it comes when I cast my burdens over to God in prayer. Do you get it? In fact, as we’ve seen before, the word anxious there in the Greek is “merimnao” and it’s the same word used in Matthew 6 when Jesus says do not “worry.” Do not worry about your life, don’t be anxious, it’s the same word, it means, “consumed with self.” And that’s exactly why we get anxious and worry, isn’t it? It’s when we get consumed with “self” and “our situation” and “our feelings” and “our wants” and “our likes” “our dislikes” … “our entitlement” …. instead of GOD! YET when we pray we are consumed with GOD are we not? We’re thinking about HIM, we’re focused on HIM, we’re trusting HIM, we’re submitting to HIM, not out situation, nor ourselves, when we do that we have HIS PEACE!

	So, here’s the point. Surely that’s what we’re doing, right? I mean, surely, we know not only that trials in life are going to come, so we stop living this pipe dream, this unrealistic expectation, that I’m always going to get what I want out of life, and I’m entitled to things. That’s when the trials do come that we simply cast them over to God in prayer and enjoy His peace, right? That’s it! That’s the way out of this selfish self-centered “merimnao” mess! Folks, are you kidding me? Let’s be honest. When we face trials, when we face troubles, when we face pain of any kind, what do we do? We don’t immediately go to prayer to God we immediately go to the medicine cabinet. We’d rather pop a pill than pray to God!  I am not against medication or doctors or any of that stuff but hear me out. When troubles come, and I’m not talking about legitimate issues like a broken leg or needing some sort of surgery or a genuine chemical need. But when normal everyday trials and troubles come, maybe you’re feeling tired, maybe you had an emotional letdown, maybe something didn’t go the way you wanted it to that day, what do we do? We have been trained like a bunch of monkeys to look for a quick fix, rather than pray to God! Why? Because this is the lie of the devil.

	And here’s how it works. Once you buy into this false expectation, this lie called a perfect life, that you don’t have to do without, of any kind, you have to have an instant removal of any kind of pain whatsoever and continue the lie! So, when hard times comes, and they will, we are told to go for that instant gratification, that instant false high, that instant false peace, a pseudo peace, to make all your troubles go away. Why? So, you can go back living that false expectation called a perfect pain-free life! Who needs prayer to God when you can just pop a pill! Do you see how the lie works? It’s a counterfeit. It’s all based on a lie! And people, I’m telling you it’s bad enough that we give into this lie and seek a pseudo peace from a multitude of sources, rather than pray to God. But has anybody noticed how all these so-called miracle pills that are supposed to make all your pain go away, actually creates more pain? Let me give you some examples.

	 

	LAMISIL: Treats Toenail Fungus: Side-Effects include:
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	Severe liver damage that leads to death.

	Upset stomach that doesn't go away.

	Changes or loss in taste.

	Yellowing of the eyes or skin.

	Severe rash on skin.

	Extreme fatigue.

	Depression or changes in mood.

	Chest pain or irregular heartbeat.

	Fever, sore throat, or other signs of infection.

	Diarrhea.

	Vomiting.

	 

	So, let me get this straight. You demand a perfect life, this entitlement to be free from toenail fungus, it’s all about you and the perfect toe, and you walk around in life saying. “Hey, look at my nifty new toes, it’s all clean! VOMIT, VOMIT! Bathroom! Bathroom! Anybody got a bathroom! ITCH, ITCH, ITCH!!! Oh yeah, much better than praying to God! How’s that for being “consumed with self” …how’s it working out for you? Or here’s another one, watch this.

	 

	CHANTIX: Treats Smoking Urges: Side-effects include:
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	“Talk to your doctor about Chantix and a support plan that is right for you. Some people have had changes in behavior, hostility, agitation, depressed mood, and suicidal thoughts or actions while taking or after stopping Chantix. If you notice agitation, hostility, depression or changes in behavior, thinking or mood that are not typical for you, or if you develop suicidal thoughts or actions, stop taking Chantix and call your doctor right away. Talk to your doctor about any history of depression or other mental health problems which can get worse while taking Chantix. 

	 

	Some people can have allergic or serious skin reaction to Chantix, some of which can be life threatening. If you notice swelling of the face, mouth, throat or a rash stop taking Chantix and see your doctor right away. The most common side effect is nausea. Patients also reported trouble sleeping and having unusual or strange dreams. Until you know how Chantix will affect you, use caution when driving or operating machinery.”

	 

	Yeah, I’d say so…I think driving a car is the least of your worries! But let me get this straight. You want to stop smoking for your health, but it causes changes in behavior, hostility, aggression, suicidal thoughts, and suicidal actions, mental health problems, serious skin and allergic problems that are life threatening, swelling of face, mouth, throat, or a rash, constipation, flatulence (oh yeah…love to be around that person) vomiting, insomnia, and unusual psychotic dreams. BUT HEY…you stopped smoking! Are you kidding me! That’s enough to make you start smoking…not to mention lose all your friends! But, let me give you one more because this is crazy how they got us trained like a bunch of monkeys to do anything but pray to God.

	[image: Accutane]

	ACCUTANE: Treats Acne: Side-Effects include:

	 

	Depressed mood, trouble concentrating, sleep problems, crying spells, aggression or agitation, changes in behavior, hallucinations, thoughts of suicide or hurting yourself; sudden numbness or weakness, especially on one side of the body; blurred vision, sudden and severe headache or pain behind your eyes, sometimes with vomiting; hearing problems, hearing loss, or ringing in your ears; seizures (convulsions); severe pain in your upper stomach spreading to your back, nausea and vomiting, fast heart rate; loss of appetite, dark urine, jaundice (yellowing of the skin or eyes); severe diarrhea, fever, chills, body aches, flu symptoms, purple spots under your skin, and joint stiffness, bone pain or fracture.2

	 

	But hey…at least you don’t have pimples anymore…huh? Now folks, how many of you guys would agree that taking one pill to supposedly fix one problem that actually ends up creating a whole mess of other problems, would be a pretty lame-o thing to do? And yet, that’s exactly what we’ve been trained to do, isn’t it? Day after day, over and over again, right? Why? Because of this lie of the devil. This is the unrealistic expectation. That somehow, you’re guaranteed a perfect life, and if anything should dare get in your way of that, then just pop a pill, don’t pray, go for the instant gratification, that instant false peace, and just get on with life! In other words, who needs God? And then we wonder why we don’t Experience God’s Peace? We’re not seeking Him.

	People, when are we going to wake up and realize how evil the evil one really is? He’s selling us a bill of goods. It’s a lie. It’s a counterfeit! There is no perfect life and all this medication is not what is best for us. In fact, as you just saw, in some cases, it could very well be the death of us! And, I’m telling you, that’s just the tip of the iceberg! This mentality to look for a quick fix, that you could just go out and buy to end all your pain, instantly, to all your problems, when you don’t get what you want when you want it, with all the entitlements you think you should have in life begins to spill over in other areas of life that is also causing death and destruction.

	For instance, if you don’t like your looks and you need a quick fix, what do you do? You go buy some makeup or get some new clothes, or a face lift or whatever you got to do, right? If you don’t like your body and you need a quick fix, because remember it’s all about you, what do you do? That’s right! You go buy a diet program or some exercise equipment, or liposuction, or whatever. If you don’t like your job and you need a quick fix, because everything has to be perfect, what do you do? You go buy a degree and get another education or buy your way into another position. If you don’t like your spouse and you need a quick fix, because it’s all about you, what do you do? You go dump that spouse and go buy a divorce and get yourself a new one. If you don’t like your kids that are still in the womb, because it’s all about your own personal convenience, what do you do? You go buy an abortion and kill them! WHY? Because haven’t you heard? Life is all about you and your perfect life and perfect fulfillment and if anything should dare get in the way of that, they’re going to pay a horrible price, including another human being.

	People, when are we going to learn that God’s way is not just the best way, but it’s the only way that leads to life, instead of this endless cycle of decay and destruction, decay and destruction, that we see in our world today. You don’t need to go pop a pill, or take a life, you just do what God says to do when you encounter problems in life. You pray, get consumed with Him, and receive His peace. Like these ladies.

	 

	Reporter: A woman’s faith helps catch a home invasion suspect. Police arrested 24-year-old Derick Lee. They say he tried to rob a group of 15 women who were at a jewelry party. The women said that Lee left after the women started chanting the name Jesus.  Channel 4 reporter has the wild story from Lake City.

	 

	Jackie Hagler, homeowner says, “I have always had the belief in God’s word and He said He’s there to protect us in the times of trouble.”

	 

	Reporter: Jackie Hagler put her faith into action Friday night when police say Derick Lee broke into her house wearing a ski mask and a bandana. Hagler said 15 women had gathered for a jewelry party and Lee walked in through an open door. When he threatened to shoot Hagler, she said she proclaimed something else.

	 

	Jackie Hagler: “I just stood up and said, ‘In the name of Jesus get out of my house, now.’ And he said, ‘I’m going to shoot someone.’ And I said it again,’ In the name of Jesus get out of my house now.’ Then everybody started chanting Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.’ He did a quick scan of the room and he just turned around and ran out of the door. 

	 

	So, when something didn’t go the way these ladies planned at the Jewelry Party, they just became consumed with Jesus, chanting His Name over and over again, focused on Him, not their situation, just Him, and the situation got taken care of. That should be in the Bible somewhere! IT IS! I can do all things through HIM Who gives me strength! I just get consumed with Him, pray to Him, and Jesus takes care of me!

	But you might be thinking, “Well maybe that robber left because there were so many ladies in that room and he was kind of intimidated by them.” You know, it can be kind of intimidating, as a guy, when you walk in on a bunch of ladies having a jewelry party, let alone one of those Tupperware parties, WHOA! You got to wash your hands for a week! And granted, I’ll give you that, that could strike fear in the heart of any red-blooded American man. But I don’t think that’s why he left. You see there’s Power in the name of Jesus not just for the group of Christians, but all Christians, even the individual, like this lady found out:

	 

	Reporter: Frisco Texas, sometimes you don’t have a weapon for fighting back and when an armed robber bursts through your door. Shop owner Marion Chadwick doesn’t think she has a prayer.

	 

	Marion Chadwick: “He comes to the counter with his gun and he taps on it and he says, ‘this is a robbery and I want your money,’

	 

	[image: Image]Reporter: With a loaded gun, just inches from her face, she retaliates using the power of the pulpit and says, ‘You get out of my store! Right now! In the name of Jesus!’ 

	 

	Marion Chadwick:” I planted my seed, pointed my finger in his face and said, ‘In the name of Jesus, you get out of my store.’”

	 

	Reporter: Although she is a hair trigger from being blown to smithereens, Marion relies on a higher fire power. 

	 

	Marion Chadwick: “You get out of my store, right now, In the name of Jesus.” That was my weapon. That I had one shot.

	 

	Reporter: The thief reels from the Biblical assault.

	 

	Marion Chadwick: He backed up and he kept backing up until he got to the door and then he took off. 

	 

	Reporter: Marion may not have saved the robbers soul, but using the Word definitely saved her life.

	 

	Using the Word saved her life. Now Folks, we may not have a robber walking in through the door every single day, we may not have a thief crash your jewelry party or tupperware party one sunny afternoon, but we all got things that invade our life everyday…do we not? The methodology is still the same, In the NAME of JESUS CHRIST LEAVE! Don’t mess with my peace. Why? Because I can do all things through Him Who strengthens me! Do we have any idea who JESUS is and what it means to belong to Him? I don’t need to have a perfect life, I don’t need all these entitlements that everyone says I have to have, and I don’t need to have everything go my way. No! I got Jesus, which means I got all I need! “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through Him who gives me strength.” In other words, all I need is JESUS! I don’t have to have perfect looks to be at Peace! I don’t have to have perfect provision to be at Peace, I don’t have to have a perfect body. I don’t have to have that perfect job, spouse, or even kids to have peace. I can do all things through JESUS!

	And when I’m consumed with that Biblical truth, that Biblical attitude, not my situation, not my problems, not my privations, I am content. I have God’s peace in action, no matter what. Why? Because you’re doing what God tells us to do, when you have to do without.

	 

	1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” 

	 

	In other words, He will provide. Don’t worry about it. Don’t get anxious, You just pray, cast it over, and He’ll send an angel if He needs to, to meet your need, and receive His peace that passes all understanding. Jesus is all you need. WHY? Because there’s something about that Name!

	 

	He’s our Advocate, the Almighty God, the Alpha and Omega, the Amen, Ancient of Days, the Anointed, and the Author of Eternal Salvation.

	 

	He’s the Beginning and the End, the Begotten, the Beloved, the Bread of Life, and the Bright and Morning Star.

	 

	He’s the Captain of Our Salvation, the Chief Cornerstone, the Chosen of God, the Christ, the Comforter, and the Creator of All Things.

	 

	He’s our Deliverer, the Divine Son, the Door of the Sheep, and Emmanuel.

	 

	He’s the End of the Law, the Eternal Judge, the First and the Last, and the Faithful and True.

	[image: Image]He’s the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Good Shepherd, the Great God, the Healer, the Heir of All Things, and the Great I AM!

	 

	He’s Jehovah, Jesus, Just, Joseph's Son, and the Judge of Quick and Dead.

	 

	He’s the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, the King of the Jews, and King of the WORLD! 

	 

	He’s the Light of the World, the Lamb of God, the Life of All, and the Lion of the Tribe of Judah!

	 

	He’s the Living Stone, the Living Bread, the Living Water, and the Lord of Heaven. He’s the Messiah, the Mighty One, the Maker of All, and the Master of the Universe!

	 

	The Offspring of David, the Only Begotten, the Great Physician, the Power of God, and the Prince of Peace!

	 

	He’s the Rabbi, the Redeemer, the Revealer of all, and the Resurrection and the Life.

	 

	He’s the Righteous Judge, the Rock of Salvation, the Root of Jesse and the Savior of the World.

	 

	He’s the Seed of Abraham, and the Seed of David who crushed the head of the Serpent.

	 

	He’s Son of God, the Son of Righteousness, and the Son of Glory.

	 

	He’s the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and Nobody comes to the Father except through Him!

	 

	And that’s why He’s so Wonderful, the Word of Life, the Wisdom of God, and He alone is worthy! And He is all I need!

	 

	When we get consumed with that, God’s peace flows like a River. Why? Because at the Name of Jesus Christ every knee shall bow, every tongue confesses that He is Lord over all, all situations, all people, all encounters, all robbers, all demons, you name it, He’s the One in charge and when you seek Him as His Child, there is power in His name and He’ll not only take care of any situation, but He’ll give you His amazing peace in the midst of it. Much better than a false “quick fix” that can never satisfy and only leads to even more pain, amen? I’ll say it again, true peace and contentment does not come when I get what I want from God, because sometimes you’re not going to, welcome to life, but it comes when I cast my burdens over to God in prayer. When I get consumed with Him, the “merimnao” the worry, the anxiety, goes away every single time. There is POWER in the NAME of JESUS! That’s when we experience His peace. And leading many souls to Him, the Prince of Peace. Amen? Let’s be that Church, let’s be those people. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Fourteen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Attitude

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“She began her bloody reign literally in the year 1553. In fact, that was her name, Bloody Mary. And she was called that because even though her predecessor had instituted Protestant Biblical Christianity throughout England, she wanted everybody to go back to Unbiblical Roman Catholicism, a works based false salvation.

	 

	And if you dared disagreed, you died! In fact, hundreds of Christians were put to death, literally burned alive, just for believing in Biblical Christianity. And that’s why we still sing a nursery rhyme commemorating her attempts to force Catholicism down people’s throats.

	 

	“Mary, Mary, quite contrary…how does your garden grow…with silver bells and cockle shells and pretty maids all in a row.” 

	 

	The silver bells were the Sanctus Bells that the Catholics carried with them and the cockle shells were the badges that the Catholic Pilgrims wore to the Shrines, and the maids all in a row were the Nuns all lined up. This was the “garden” she was trying to grow.

	 

	But two men weren’t going to stand for it. One was a Biblical Scholar and Bishop of London under King Edward, who not only taught True Orthodox Christianity, but he also encouraged daily Bible readings and Scripture Memorization for all the people.

	 

	The other man was an Influential Preacher who also served under King Edward and he not only was an earnest student of the Bible himself, but he encouraged the Scriptures be known by all the English people and preached sermons that emphasized how men, all men, should serve the Lord out of a true heart, not just an outward show, like the fake phony stuff in the Catholic Church.

	 

	[image: Mary Tudor]And their reward? They were condemned to die! As they were bound to the stakes that were surrounded with wood, one of the men said to the other, “Be of good cheer brother, for God will either soothe the fury of the flame or strengthen us to abide it.”

	 

	And the other man replied back, “Be of good cheer as well my friend. For we shall this day, by God’s grace, light up such a candle in England that will never be put out.”

	 

	As the fires were lit as both men cried out, “Lord receive my spirit,” and “O Father of Heaven, receive my soul!” And they died.

	 

	But upon their death, a strange thing happened. Rather than rejoicing, the people cried. In fact, there came upon everyone a great sorrow and sense of guilt for having taken part in the death of these two godly men.

	 

	And sure enough, from that day forward, their death began to build a huge resentment against the Catholic Church and Bloody Mary, so much so that in less than three years later, Bloody Mary had died a horrible death and her successor returned England to its former Protestant Environment.

	Where once again, the Candle of the Bible was allowed to be preached to all and printed all over England.

	 

	The men’s names of course were, Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer.”1
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	I don’t know about you, but I’d say Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer had some pretty cool lives as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that they were experiencing God’s peace. But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Latimer and Ridley are, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their lives in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Latimer and Ridley get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s joy, I’m not experiencing God’s peace.” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life full of joy and peace, like Latimer and Ridley had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Latimer and Ridley had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	And the last seven times we saw the 2nd key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And last time we saw the 4th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Attitude.

	 

	What we saw there was that the enemy will actually trick us into having an Unrealistic Expectation in life that says life is all about me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity, and that we should always get everything we always wanted, all our entitlements, and we should have a pain free existence. Excuse me! That’s not only unrealistic, it’s unbiblical. If there’s one thing the Bible promises us it’s that we are going to have pain this side of Heaven! We’re going to have privations. We’re going to have to do without. We’re going to be in a prison of circumstances once in a while. This is not Heaven, Heaven comes later! But God doesn’t leave us hanging high and dry. All we need to do when the painful trials come is to do what He says to do to maintain His Peace. Pray and get consumed with Jesus. Why? Because I can do all things through Christ which gives me strength and the peace that passes all understanding begins to flow! But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 5th way the enemy tricks us into demanding all that we’re due, instead of appreciating what God determines we’re due, you know, the Biblical attitude, so we’ll miss out on His peace, is with an Ungrateful Disposition.

	 

	Now, as we saw in the last chapter, it’s bad enough we give into this unrealistic expectation of a so-called perfect life, that looks for any kind of quick fix to end any kind of pain in life, instead of going to God in prayer in life. But here’s the problem. The longer you persist in this, since it really is a lie, since it cannot deliver, since it cannot satisfy, and it really does create nothing but pain and destruction, pretty soon you move to stage two and you now start to develop an Ungrateful Disposition. That’s exactly what the Apostle Paul said would happen, once you went down this selfish self-centered road! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	2 Timothy 3:1-5 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.” 

	 

	[image: Image]      According to our text, the Apostle Paul clearly tells us the deadly fruit of self-love and what it produces, and notice what was one of those rotten fruits that was right smack in the middle of that list. What did it say? It said eventually you’d become what? Ungrateful, right? Why? Because again, this is a side-effect of this unrealistic expectation, that life’s all about you and you deserve a perfect life at all times! Eventually you’re going to end up being ungrateful. Why? Because think about it, folks. You’re so disgruntled, you’re so upset, you’re so put off by this pipe dream called a perfect life, which cannot happen this side of Heaven, that you really start to develop a nasty attitude in life. You become extremely ungrateful, just like Paul said would happen, because nothing is meeting up to your perfect standards and they never will! It’s totally frustrating! And yet the irony is, especially here in America, we have tons to be grateful for. Our needs are being met. We’re not starving. We’re not naked. We have food and shelter, but it’s never enough! Why? Because haven’t you heard? Everything in life always has to be totally perfect, or life just becomes unbearable!

	And the next thing you know, you become infected with this horrible disease called Affluenza that apparently is running rampant with teenagers across America. Check out this story. 

	 

	Deep in the center of the American suburbs, lived a 15-year-old girl named Jenny. By all appearances she is a healthy, average high school student. But at the heart of her tragic story we find circumstances that are wide spread across her peer group around the country. TEEN AFFLUENZA... Jenny awakens every morning in her room alone upon only a twin-size bed. Her request to her parents for a larger newer bed continue to fall upon deaf ears. Even her cry for linens with a higher thread count go unanswered. 

	 

	In rural Southern Africa, Annie lives with her grandmother and two little sisters in a one room mud hut that has been badly damaged by storm. She sleeps on a grass mat on the hard dirt floor. There is only one blanket for everyone to share. 

	 

	Sadly, teenagers like Jenny have only $267.00 to spend per month. That is a little more than $65.00 for an entire week. At breakfast Jenny usually has to fight with her siblings to get the last pop-tart in the pantry. If she loses the battle, she is forced to eat cereal and fresh fruit. The drive to school every day creates another clash with her siblings. This time for the coveted location in the car known as shotgun in the front passenger seat. If she is victorious Jenny finds herself cold with the leather seats because her parents BMW lacks seat warmers. To make matters worse, Jenny’s mother makes frequent attempts to make actual conversation with her daughter. Unleashing a large amount of small talk upon 

	Jenny from the drivers’ seat. 

	 

	Annie and her sisters work in the field to help their grandmother grow corn for their meals. However, their country is suffering from a 4-year drought and this year’s crop will not yield enough food to carry them through another year. 

	 

	In Jenny’s closet we find there is a serious lack of brand names sewn into dozens of her shirts, jeans, and dresses. Shocked, she was even made to choose just one purse Fendi, Guchi,or Louis Gutan at the mall with her mother. 

	 

	Annie and her sisters have two dresses each and none of their clothes fit them well. They have holes and are thread barren in places. After a long day of working in the fields the girls spend their times helping their grandmother repair their dilapidated hut or digging holes in the dry river bed trying to find water. 

	 

	Jenny finds herself in another no-win situation. Jenny does her best to remain brave while choosing between tap water and wholesale bottled water for her parched mouth.

	 

	[image: Image]When Annie and her sisters do find water in the dry river beds its usually dirty from the cows and other animals drinking from the same water hole. There is also countless bacteria and microorganisms in the water that make them very sick.

	 

	Don’t become a victim of teenage affluenza, you only have one life. Do something.

	 

	Yes please, we’ve got to do something. Let’s start off by repeating after me. What a stinking brat right? What an ungrateful teenager, man! She has no idea how good she’s got it, right? Makes you start to want to tell some of those stories of the things you had to go through in life growing up and how hard you had it like:

	 

	
		In my day, we couldn’t afford shoes, so we went barefoot. In the winter we had to wrap our feet with barbed wire just for traction. 

		In my day we didn’t have MTV or in-line skates, or any of that stuff. No, it was 45s and regular old metal-wheeled roller skates, and the 45s always skipped, so to get them to play right you’d weigh the needle down with something like quarters, which we never had because our allowances were too small, so we’d use our skate keys instead and end up forgetting they were taped to the record player arm so that we couldn’t adjust our skates, which didn’t really matter because those crummy metal wheels would kill you if you hit a pebble anyway, and in those days roads had real pebbles on them, not like today.

		In my day, we didn’t have no rocks. We had to go down to the creek and wash our clothes by beating them with our heads.

		In my day, we didn’t have water. We had to smash together our own hydrogen and oxygen atoms.

		In my day, we didn’t have days. There was only time for work, time for prayer and time for sleep. The sheriff would go around town telling everyone when it was time to change.

		In my day, we didn’t have these baggy pants, we wore our pants up around our armpits. We might have had monstrous wedgies, but boy we looked snappy.

		In my day, we didn’t have dogs or cats. All I had was Silver Beauty, my beloved paper clip.

		In my day, we didn’t have virtual reality.  If a one-eyed, razorback barbarian warrior was chasing you with an axe, you just had to hope you could outrun him.

		In my day, we never wore helmets when we rode our bicycles. Our bikes were seven feet high, made out of lead, and we fell directly on our heads and we were proud of it!

		In my day, we never heard of neurotics or crazy people, we just called them relatives. 



	 

	Kids today! They don’t know how good they got it, do they, Adults? And people, I’m here to tell you, this ungrateful attitude, this Affluenza, is not just infecting teenagers, it’s even spreading to adults! We need to listen to our own stories! You’ve heard the cry of the disease! Why can’t I get this? How come I have to do that? Why do I have to drive this car? Why can’t I drive that car? How come they get to have this job? Why can’t I have that job? And on and on it goes, right? We adults are just as ungrateful, just as bratty, and just as infected with this disease as the teenagers! Why? Because we refuse to do what the Bible says to do. Get your eyes off of what you don’t have and start appreciating what you do have, and the peace of God begins to flow! I didn’t say that, Jesus did!

	 

	Matthew 6:25-34 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So, do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

	 

	Now folks, according to our text, the Bible says if you don’t want to live a life that is peaceless, i.e. one that is full of worry, what do you do? You not only seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you, i.e. trust in His provision as you live for Him, and Lord willing we’ll get to that in a later chapter, but apparently, there’s something we need to do first, according to that text about His provision that I think we have totally forgotten, and that is this. We need to recall the provision He’s already made, right? What’d He say? Look, or recall how I already provided for the birds, right? Look or recall, how I already provided for the flowers, right? Why? Because here’s how it works. When you simply recall the provision that God has already made, including your own, not just the birds and the flowers, you’ll see that God’s living up to the end of the bargain, you’re not getting the raw end of the deal. You got what you need. You got food, shelter, and clothing. You don’t need to worry, and you freak out and become ungrateful! God has given you everything you need! Therefore, what’s the big deal, right? Why are you getting grumpy? Why are you being so ungrateful? People, I’m telling you, once you recall God’s provision that He’s already made, it not only helps get rid of this bratty selfish, self-centered ungrateful attitude, called Affluenza, but you’ll actually start to see that you actually have it pretty good in life, and there’s no reason to miss out on the peace of God, like this lady.

	 

	“One day this woman woke up and looked in the mirror and saw that she had only three hairs on her head. “Great,” she said, “I think I’ll braid my hair today.”

	[image: Image]So she did, and she had a wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and saw that she had only two hairs on her head. “Hmm,” she said, “I guess I’ll part my hair down the middle.”

So she did, and she had a wonderful day.

	 

	The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and saw that she had only one hair left on her head.

“Wow,” she said, “today I get to wear my hair in a ponytail.” So, she did, and she had a wonderful, a truly wonderful day.

The next day she woke up, looked in the mirror and saw that there wasn’t a single hair on her head.

“Thank the Lord!” she exclaimed. “I was running out of things to do with my hair!”

	 

	Now, is that a great attitude or what? Wouldn’t you like to have that no matter what happens in life, no matter how much hair you have in life or no hair, no matter how many problems or no problems? Well you can. You just need to do what God says to do to have a wonderful worry-free life. Recall His provision and enjoy His Peace. Let me give you a couple examples. First an individual one and then a corporate one. 

	Back in New York, almost every morning when I got up to take a shower, I was always digging toys out of the bathtub. And that’s because my son Billy not only has to have one, two, or three toys with him in the bathtub, but he has to have one, two, or three new toys every single time when he takes a bath. And so, in just a matter of days, I go from using my hands to scoop out the toys, to using a shovel to scoop out the toys. Granted, as the pile keeps getting higher and higher and I’m always in a hurry, I was starting to lose my peace with God and I was about to instigate a new non-toy rule in the bathtub when God had me recall something. He had me do an instant replay and this thought went through my mind. I flashed back to the funeral I did several years ago with the Christian couple in Northern California who had two twin boys that were born premature. It was a close call for about a week or so and we thought they’d both make it, but one of them did in fact die. My mind flashed back to that cold lonely day, when I got out of the car and came upon the grave site and I saw that tiny little white casket, and I just about lost it. Then I saw the two Christian parents grieving, weeping, over the loss of their son that they would never see grow up, never play ball, never take a bath with lots of toys. Instantly, with that flashback, with that recalling, I went from being extremely ungrateful to exceedingly grateful, just [image: Image]like that! I was reminded that God has been very good to me and my wife, letting us have a little boy that we’ve been able to see grow up, play ball, and take lots of baths with lots of toys. And here’s my point. I not only refrained from inserting the new toy rule, but every time I continue to see those toys, right on up today, it reminds me of God’s gracious wonderful provision, and I experience His peace. And it doesn’t matter if you have one hair, two hairs, three hairs, or a bathtub of toys, life is good, He’s faithful, God’s provision is amazing, it could be a whole lot worse. Folks, if we’re ever going to experience the peace of God that He’s already given to us, we need to get rid of this Misplaced Attitude that demands you get everything you ever want out of life and start having a Biblical Attitude that appreciates God’s provision in life, like this man learned.

	 

	“Arthur Blessitt is a traveling preacher who decided one day in 1969 to carry a literal wooden cross around the planet as a witness. He finally finished his journey in 2008 and literally made it to every single nation around the globe.

	 

	And as he sought to be a witness to the people he encountered, it was in Africa that he found one day that they were a witness to him. They not only showed him a powerful lesson on where true joy and peace comes from, but they exposed how much comfort and materialism, i.e. God’s provision that we here in America take for granted.

	 

	He states, ‘It very much broke me. I saw poor people. One little kid came up to me at the end of one meeting, where I had just walked into town, they were everywhere, this little boy looked up in my eyes and he said pulling on my pants, “Would you remember my name?’

	 

	[image: Related image]And I said, ‘What?’ He said, ‘Would you remember my name?’ He didn’t have anything, no football, no basketball, no toys, nothing. The only thing he had was a hope that one strange man with a cross would remember his name. I said, ‘I promise you Jesus will remember your name.’

	 

	And then Blessitt shares, ‘I’ve been with people who were full of sores and illnesses with no doctors, no doctors, no doctors, for hundreds of miles, and you see people with an arm bent, real crooked, and you say, ‘What happened?’ Well, they got their arm broke and nobody ever set it. And I thought, this is where the so-called faith healers need to be. 

	 

	Two years in Africa and I came back to the United States before Christmas and landed in New York. I went into New York City and I walked into those stores and I couldn’t believe it.

	 

	There were kids fussing over toys everywhere, I saw grim faces everywhere, and everybody in the streets were all grim and hard. And I thought, those people in Africa are happier than those in New York City. I saw more smiles in those faces than I did in New York. 

	I saw kids kicking a coconut, that don’t even have a soccer ball, but they were smiling and laughing, and I loved to be with them.”2

	 

	Why? Because they knew what we have long forgotten, that peace comes not when you get everything you demand, it comes when you appreciate what you’ve got. Recall God’s Provision. That’s the Secret. That’s How you Experience God’s Peace on a regular basis. And when you get that, when we finally get that, it not only becomes a Powerful Witness and draws people to Christ, but you’re FREE! It doesn’t matter anymore what problem or problems you have in life, one hair, two hairs, three hairs, or a bathtub of toys! I GOT IT! I just recall God’s Provision and be grateful for what I already have and remind myself who He is and how He will never fail me, like these people sing about. Let’s take a look.

	 

	“A group of young people are singing in a park. The girl starts playing her guitar and steps up to the microphone to sing. As she starts singing ‘Failure doesn’t faze you, worry doesn’t weigh, lost doesn’t leave you, we just start again, our sin doesn’t shock you, our shame doesn’t shame you at all,’ her name appears on the screen. Her name is Amanda and she fears rejection. The piano player starts to sing. ‘Death doesn’t sting.’ His name is Steven and he has an anxiety disorder.

	 

	Your suffering doesn’t scare you, our secrets don’t surprise you at all.’ The drummer is afraid to trust, and his name is Lorin. ‘There is nothing about you, there is nothing that you can’t feel, we’ll rise above, we’ll rise above.’ The other guitarist lost his son to leukemia, and his name is Alain. ‘You fail us not, you fail us not.’ As they are singing a lady in the park is playing with her daughter. Her name is Erin. She was abused as a child. ‘Our hope is secure, our hope is secure, you fail us not, you fail us not. There is another lady painting a picture in the park, her name is Andrea. She is recently divorced. ‘There is nothing about you, there is nothing beyond you.’ Then a man named Emmett is walking through the park, he is out of work. ‘Our doubts never daunt you, there is nothing that you can’t do. Whatever comes, we can rise above, You fail us not, You fail us not.’ Lyle & Linda are sitting on a park bench. They have health issues.

	 

	‘In you we are secure, You fail us not, You fail us not, whatever may come we will rise above.’ Mark is walking up to listen to them sing. He is battling cancer. ‘You fail us not, You fail us not, You fail us not, You fail us not.’ Another girl in the park is named Erin. She feels lost. ‘You are bigger than the battle, You are bigger than the battle, You are bigger than the battle has ever been, than ever will come, we’ll rise above, You fail us not, You fail us not, no matter what our hope is secure, You fail us not, whatever will come we will rise above, You fail us not, You fail us not.’”

	 

	[image: Image]      

	I may have fears of rejection, be afraid to trust, have lost a child, or were abused as a child, I may be divorced, out of work, have health issues, or am battling cancer, or just flat out feel lost, but I can still have God’s Peace.  How? When I recall, that God fails us not! That there is nothing above Him, nothing beyond Him, nothing He cannot do. Look at the birds of the air, look at the flowers of the field! God takes care of them, He’ll take care of you and me! So, whatever may come, whatever may be, I’ll rise above, my hope is secure, because He’s bigger than any battle I may face in life! He will never fail us! When I recall that I am at peace. That’s the Biblical Attitude we need to have every single day to Experience God’s Peace on a regular basis to lead many souls to Him, Amen? Let’s be that Church, let’s be those people. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Fifteen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Behavior

	
Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“The year was 1555 and this man, along with several others, were condemned to be burned at the stake. Their horrible crime you ask? They refused to turn from the truth of salvation alone in Jesus Christ and place themselves under the authority of a dead Church. And so off to the stake they went.

	 

	But it didn’t start out that way. This one man was actually brought up by a respectable family and was even reared to serve in the court of King Edward VI, a protestant King, who not only abolished many of the false teachings of Roman Catholicism, but he was the first King to demand that Church services were to be spoken in English, the common language of the people. 

	 

	But unfortunately, King Edward died in 1553 and he was soon replaced by his now infamous half-sister Mary, or Bloody Mary as we know her, who literally went on a bloody rampage killing hundreds of Bible-believing Christians who refused to bow a knee to Rome. This man was one of them.

	 

	During his imprisonment, various plans were made to make him recant and denounce his faith in Jesus Christ, such as arguments, reading, taking him to hear sermons, and the like; but to no avail. His constant answer to all who spoke to him on the subject was, ‘I am no changeling.’ 

	 

	So off to the stake he went. But just before his death, several of his friends, asked him if he would do them a favor. You see, they were afraid for their own lives and they wondered how long true Christian faith could stand in the midst of the flames.

	 

	So, he agreed that if his pain was tolerable and his mind was still at peace, even in the midst of the flames, and by the help of God, to show them that the most horrible, terrible of torments, could in fact be endured for the cause of Jesus Christ and His gospel, that he’d lift his hands above his head.

	 

	And when the man had been in the fire for so long that he could no longer speak, his skin had shrunk, his fingers had been burned off, and everyone thought he was dead, suddenly this one raised his hands high over his head, as if in an ecstasy of joy, and clapped them together three times!

	[image: Martyrdom_of_Thomas_Haukes]

	The people there – especially his fellow brothers in Christ, who had understood his gesture – broke out into shouts of praise and applause as he sunk down into the flames and gave up his spirit to be with the Lord.

	 

	The man’s name of course was, Thomas Hawkes.1

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Thomas Hawkes had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now he was experiencing God’s peace, amen? But, that’s right, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Thomas Hawkes was, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Thomas Hawkes get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have God’s peace. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, experiencing God’s peace, like Thomas Hawkes had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’ Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Thomas Hawkes had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	And the last eight chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	The last two times we saw the 4th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Attitude. 

	 

	What we saw there was that the enemy will actually trick us into having an Unrealistic Expectation in life that says life is all about me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity, and that we should always get everything we always wanted, and we should never have any kind of pain whatsoever…hello!

	 

	This of course, leads to stage two, the Unrealistic Disposition, because that’s never going to happen this side of Heaven, Heaven comes later, so the next thing you get is this ungrateful spoiled rotten attitude, even though God’s been extremely good to us! Why? Because we’re doing the exact opposite of what the Bible says to do for true peace and contentment. You need to have a Biblical Attitude like Paul that understands that true peace comes not when you get everything you demand, it’s comes when you appreciate what you’ve already got. That’s How You Experience God’s Peace on a regular basis. But that’s still not all. 

	 

	The 5th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God, that He’s already given to us, is By Having a Misplaced Behavior.

	 

	It all just rolls down hill and gets worse as you go. Once you bite off on this lie that life’s all about you and you should get whatever you want at all times, it leads to the most destructive phase of this whole satanic setup. Pretty soon you not only start to think like satan, you not only start to act like satan, you not only start to sound like satan, but pretty soon you start to live like satan, you cause destruction wherever you go. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Matthew 5:1-10 “Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, the Bible clearly says if we’re going to demonstrate that we’re really God’s disciples, i.e. His sons, what do we need to be doing? We have to not only be meek, mild, merciful, hungering, and thirsting for righteousness and be willing to be persecuted for God’s sake, if that’s what He desires, but we also have to be sharing His peace wherever we go, to the point where we’re even called peacemakers. Why? Because that’s what a true son of God does! It’s the exact opposite of focusing on self like satan! And people, the devil knows this. He’s not stupid! So, here’s what he does. He twists our behavior all around with this step-by-step slow methodical process of getting us to have first, a Misplaced Mind, then a Misplaced Lifestyle, a Misplaced Focus, and Misplaced Attitude…why? Because eventually, he knows it leads to a Misplaced Behavior, where we actually start to live like sons of the devil instead of sons of God. I.E. we cause destruction wherever we go instead of peace wherever we go. We become troublemakers instead of peacemakers and the next thing you know we start following the devil’s beatitudes, not God’s! Let’s take an acid test. Let’s see if our behavior’s misplaced!

	 

	
		Blessed are the troublemakers – They shall be called my children.

		Blessed are the complainers – I’m all ears to them.

		Blessed are those who are too tired, too busy, too distracted to spend an hour once a week with their fellow Christians – They are my best workers.

		Blessed are those Christians who wait to be asked and expect to be
thanked – I can use them.

		Blessed are the touchy who stop going to Church services – They are my missionaries.

		Blessed are those who are bored with the minister’s mannerisms and
mistakes – For they get nothing out of his sermons.

		Blessed is the Church member who expects to be invited to his own
Church – For he is a part of the problem instead of the solution.

		Blessed are those who gossip – For they shall cause strife and
divisions that please me.

		Blessed are those who are easily offended – For they will soon get
angry and quit.

		Blessed are those who don’t give of their time to carry on God’s work – For they are my helpers.

		Blessed is he who professes to love God but hates his brother and sister – For he shall be with me forever.

		Blessed are you who, when you read this think it is about other
people and not yourself – I’ve got you too!



	 

	I don’t know about you, but if there ever was a list of the devil’s beatitudes, the kind of behavior that he appreciates, I’d say that would have come pretty close, how about you? So, folks, to me that’s the question, “How does he do it? How does he get people, even born-again Christians, into having that Misplaced Behavior, where they are acting like sons of the devil instead of sons of God, by causing destruction wherever they go, instead peace wherever they go? Well hey folks, thanks for asking, it works well with my notes.

	 

	The 1st way he does it is by getting us to have a Negative Mind.

	 

	It’s a step-by-step process. And it all starts with the mind. And of course, it’s the exact opposite kind of mind we’re supposed to have according to the Bible. Let’s check it out.

	 

	Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

	 

	[image: Image]      According to our text, we’ve already seen this before, but apparently the Bible said that long before we ever presented our requests to God in prayer, so we can enjoy His peace. What in the world should we be doing? We should be rejoicing, right? That’s where our mindset is at! In fact, we should we rejoicing in the Lord always! Like this little girl.

	 

	The video opens with a little girl holding her stuffed rabbit, walking down the hall towards her bedroom. She says, “Jesus healed my mouth.” Her dad asks her, “What did you do?” She answers, “I prayed to God and I feel better.” The dad then asks, “Then what happened?” As she runs around her room with a big smile on her face she replies, “I feel better!” Her mom asks her, “What did you say?”

	 

	She answers as she folds her little hands in prayer, “Lord Jesus, may you pray that I get my mouth better, in Jesus name, Amen. That’s what I said and then He healed me, He healed me!” The dad asks her, “What do you say?” She starts clapping her hands and jumping around saying, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah! Thank you, God!  Thank you, God! Thank you, God!” The dad says, “Good girl, I’m so happy for you.” She is still jumping around the room and she declares, “I’m happy with joy. I’m happy with joy. I love you, God!”

	 

	Isn’t that cool? Don’t you love to see that? Isn’t it great to be around little kids like that, or even adults, who are positive and grateful for even the little things God does for us? Why? Because this is the power of a positive mind in Christ. These people are joyful and peaceful, and they spread it wherever they go! They’re peacemakers! That’s why you want to be around them! Unlike this guy! Here’s the destructive negative mind full of self in action. You tell me if you want to be around this guy.

	 

	The video opens with a guy sitting at his desk working on his computer. As he is typing it doesn’t seem to be quite what he wants to show up on the screen. So, he stands up and hits the side of the monitor thinking that this is going to fix the problem. Which it doesn’t. The man in the next cubicle stands up to make sure everything is ok and then sits back down without saying anything. 

	[image: Image]But the inconvenience of this computer not doing what he wants it to do has caused him to start banging on the keyboard. He is so frustrated. Well banging on the keyboard didn’t work so he picks it up and proceeds to hit the monitor with it and knocks the monitor off the desk. He then walks around the desk to get out of his cubicle and kicks the monitor into the hall.

	 

	Can you say, “That’s going to be my new best friend.” Not it’s not! WHY? Because who wants to be around that guy? But seriously, that guy’s one of guys you want to go up to and say, “Excuse me, are you a Christian? Really? Could you do the rest of us a favor, please don’t tell anyone! Get that I love Jesus bumper sticker off your car and rip that fish symbol off your coffee cup now! Why? Because that’s not a good witness! You’re supposed to be a Peacemaker wherever you go, not a Troublemaker! But this is what a life of self does! It’s just like satan. It causes destruction wherever it goes. That guy even took it out on his computer! When something didn’t go his way, the way he wanted it, the way he thought it should go, he went ballistic! This is what self does, it causes destruction not peace. And that’s bad enough, but to make matters even worse, these people could care less what kind of witness we’re leaving. “Come to Jesus, He’s great! Smash, smash, smash.” Gee, I wonder why nobody’s getting saved at the office. But then we rationalize it and say, “Well it’s not my fault! I had a bad morning on my way to work. Like this guy.

	 

	The video begins with a man walking out his front door and he finds his car buried in snow and ice. He first tries to brush the snow off his windshield with his hand which didn’t work very well, so he decides to use his briefcase. 

	[image: Image]

	The problem is that under the snow is a layer of ice and the briefcase doesn’t work too well either. He scrapes the window, the side mirror, the car windows, but it seems like all he is accomplishing is now his hands are freezing. 

	 

	As he walks around the car thinking that the rest of the snow and ice will blow off when he starts driving the car, he pushes the button to open the door and the beeper goes off, but not on this car, it goes off on the car parked next to this car.

	 

	He has been cleaning snow and ice off the wrong car. Bad morning? He pushes the button again to make sure that what he is seeing is for real. Yep it is. 

	 

	Okay, just go back inside and go back to sleep. Just give it up. And granted, I must admit, that’s a pretty rough way to start the day. I’ll give you that. Oh, and by the way, for those of you wondering, those of you who have lived in Vegas all your life, that white stuff that he was scraping off that car was not some nuclear fallout ash from some of the bombing here in the desert, it’s called snow! I had to say that because I didn’t want you to get confused the rest of the study. But seriously, how many guys would admit, that’s kind of a bummer! That would get you riled up before you got to the office. I get that! But that’s still no excuse to still not rejoice in the Lord and keep being a Peacemaker! But then people take it even further and say, “Well you just don’t understand how hard I’ve had it! I was tormented growing up, like boy was!”

	 

	The video opens with a little boy running across the yard with a little bag in his hand. He is screaming and crying trying to get away from something. As you take a closer look you see he is being chased by about 30 chickens. He is scared, and the chickens are about to get him. He is screaming for help, trying to run as fast as he can get his little legs to go. Suddenly his brother comes to the rescue and chases the chickens in a different direction.

	 

	Call CPS because that’s not funny! That’s GROSS! That’s like Freddy Krueger and Dracula all mixed into one! Are you kidding me! How could you let that happen to your kid! What kind of parent it that! Okay, and I know what you’re thinking. Light bulbs are going off, aren’t they? That’s why Pastor Billy hates chicken! NO! NO! NO! NO!

	 

	[image: Image]This video takes place in front of a motor home. You first see a small boy practicing his karate kicks but it’s not clear who he is doing it to. Suddenly, from out of nowhere comes a black chicken with the look of anger radiating from it. The boy sees he is in trouble and takes off running. The chicken is in hot pursuit.

	 

	Don’t fall for that folks. That’s for a whole different reason! Trust me. Don’t even go down that route! But this is what we do! Let me get back on track. We blame or rationalize or excuse our bad mindset that is causing a bad witness and creating bad destruction wherever we go instead of peace wherever we go, because of some bad experience that either happened that day, that morning, or sometime in the past or whatever! But this is what makes Paul’s statement even more incredible, when he said rejoice in the Lord always, he’s writing this in prison, and yet he’s still experiencing God’s peace. Why? Because he had a mindset like that little girl. One that looks on the brighter side of life. One that says the cup is half full not half empty. One that’s always rejoicing even in the seemingly little things that God does for us! Think about it! She could have focused on herself and her sickness and whined and complained but she didn’t. She focused on God. She was thanking God. I love you, God. She was rejoicing in Him. She experienced His Peace and spread it wherever she went! She was a Peacemaker! 

	[image: Image result for paul in prison pictures]And so, it is with Paul, he’s doing the same thing in prison! So, don’t fall for this lie, that it’s something else, or you blame it on this or that or it’s someone else’s fault! No! Paul’s in a dank dark stinky prison, that I guarantee he didn’t prefer! But what was he doing? He was rejoicing! He had a positive mindset that looked for the good in any situation including the bad! Which is precisely what he says later. Later he says he was glad that the prison guards were getting saved, and he was thankful about that. And then he said he was glad that his time in prison was motivating others the share the Gospel even more. Why? Because Paul had a positive mindset that looked for the good in any and all situations, including the negative ones. It’s the exact opposite of a selfish self-centered satanic life! This is how you become a Peacemaker, not a Troublemaker, wherever you go! It’s right there before us if we would just choose it! Here’s the point. Surely that’s what we’re doing, right? I mean, surely, we know that if we’re ever going to experience the peace of God on a regular basis, like the Apostle Paul, or even like that little girl, even in the midst of some pretty horrible circumstances, sickness or prison cell, we’ve got to have this positive mindset, right? One that looks on the brighter side of things and says that the cup is half full, not half empty, right? One that says hallelujah! Are you kidding me? We don’t instantly automatically think of the positive. We’re so brainwashed by satan to be selfish and self-centered that we always gravitate toward the negative. And because of that, we’re not always rejoicing, we’re always complaining. Why? Because that what’s a life full of self does. It’s all about you, what you want, what you like, what you need, and you, you, you! If anything doesn’t meet up to your perfect standards and your likes, dislikes, personal preferences, and pet peeves, then you get all negative and have no peace. Why? Because you’re doing the exact opposite of what the Bible says you need to do to experience the peace of God. You need to have a positive mind, not a negative mind! You need to rejoicing not whining! Why? Because here’s how it works. 

	Once you start think negative, negative is all you see. It clouds your perception of reality. I deal with this all the time in pre-marital counseling. I tell the couples, whatever you do, don’t fall for the trap of focusing on the 3 or 4 negative things about your spouse when they got 50 great things going for them. First of all, it’s hypocritical because you expect them to accept you for who you are, but secondly, if you keep it up it will destroy your marriage. Why? Because of this rule. If you start thinking negative about your spouse, then negative is all you see, even though they’ve got a lot of great things going for them! And it’s the same thing with you circumstances, not just your spouse. A negative mindset will blind you from all the positive things taking place all around you, like Paul when he was in prison! If he were to focus on just himself, he would have missed all the positive things going on around him! And this is true with any situation! Be it a child or parent or co-worker, or even a church service, like these guys found out.

	 

	“Jim Smith went to Church service on Sunday morning. He heard the organist miss a note during the prelude, and he winced. He saw a teenager talking when everybody was supposed to be bowed in silent prayer. He felt like the usher was watching to see what he put in the offering plate and it made him boil. 

	 

	He caught the preacher making a slip of the tongue five times in the sermon by actual count. As he slipped out through the side door during the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, ‘Never again, what a bunch of clods and hypocrites!’

	 

	Ron Jones went to Church service one Sunday morning. He heard the organist play an arrangement of ‘A Mighty Fortress’ and he was thrilled at the majesty of it. He heard a young girl take a moment in the service to speak her simple moving message of the difference her faith makes in her life. 

	 

	He was glad to see that the Church was sharing in a special offering for the hungry children of Nigeria. He especially appreciated the sermon that Sunday—it answered a question that had bothered him for a long time.

	[image: Image]He thought as he walked out the doors, ‘How can a man come here and not feel the presence of God?’

	 

	Both men went to the same Church service, on the same Sunday morning. Each found what he was looking for. What do we look for on Sunday morning?” But more importantly, what do we look for in each and every day? Where is our focus?

	 

	People, how many good things in life have we missed out on, because we had a negative mindset like that first guy there? Even though there were tons of great things happening all around him, he couldn’t see them, let alone receive them, because of what? His negative mind. It wasn’t the preacher, it wasn’t the piano, it wasn’t even the people around him? That’s the illusion! That’s the lie! It was him, and his negative mindset that was causing all the trouble. If he would have only just changed his attitude like the other guy, he would have received the blessing, like Chuck Swindoll says.

	 

	“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude in life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. 

	 

	It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will make or break a company, a Church, a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. 

	 

	The only thing we can do is play on the one thing we have, and that is our attitude. I am convinced that life is 10 percent of what happens to me and 90 percent how I react to it. And so, it is with you, we are in charge of our attitudes.”

	 

	People of God, if you walk around in life with this selfish, self-centered, stinky, attitude just like satan that demands that everything always goes our way then we’ll not only miss out on the peace of God that He’s already given to us but we’ll miss out on all the positive things that are going on all around us and if we would just change our attitude like the Apostle Paul, like Chuck Swindoll suggests, like that little girl, then we’ll not only be able to rejoice in our cell of circumstances, or our sickness, or whatever, but we’d also experience the peace of God that passes all understanding, and become what the Bible says we’re supposed to be, a peacemaker, that causes peace wherever we go, instead of a troublemaker that causes destruction. We just need to get to get rid of that old self, that dead self, the old you, that’s like satan, full of me, myself, and I, the Unholy Trinity trying to get you every day to be self-centered and causing destruction wherever you go. And believe it or not, it really is necessary, which is another reason why the Apostle Paul was rejoicing! You don’t have to live like that anymore! You can get rid of that thing, that negative mind, just put that thing to death and be free!

	 

	Romans 6:6-7 “For we know that our old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin – because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.” 

	 

	Romans 7:21-25 “So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” 

	 

	That’s the way out, it’s through Jesus! So here we see how the Apostle Paul is clearly acknowledging that there’s a war going on that we Christians have to face every day, amen? And here it is. Do we listen to this old self this body of death as he calls it, the old you that’s just like satan and all about self, me, myself, and I, that causes destruction or do you listen to the new you,  the real you,  created in Christ Jesus that delights in God’s law i.e doing things God’s way leading to Peace. And in order to appreciate Paul’s comment here, we need to take a look at what a “body of death” was back in those days.

	 

	“It is reported that there was an actual Roman custom that sentenced convicted murderers to an especially gruesome execution. Their unique sense of justice included strapping the dead body of the person they murdered to the back of the murderer.

	 

	Then the criminal would then be forced to drag the decomposing corpse with him wherever he went. And in a just few days, which doubtless seemed an eternity to the convicted man, the decay of the person he had killed would start to infect his own body until he was killed in return.

	 

	And it is believed that this was the torture that Paul had in mind when he expressed his joy of being freed from “the body of death.”2 

	 

	In other words, we don’t have to carry around that dead, stinking, selfish, self-centered, corpse on our backs, that’s trying to get me infected with this selfish, self-centered, mindset causing destruction wherever I go! That’s why Paul is expressing his joy of being free from this body of death! I don’t have to live that way anymore, not even in prison, I’m free! “Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” I’m free. I don’t have to live like this! I can be that peacemaker, not a troublemaker! And this is great news, because I don’t know if you’ve noticed or not, but here’s what the enemy does. He gets you to think that you’ll always be this way, you have to live this way, you’ll always be selfish, there’s no hope, you’ll never change, and that’s a lie! “Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” I am free! Jesus set me free from that old, dead, stinky, corpse I don’t have to listen to it, I don’t have to do what it says anymore, I’m free! I just need to put it off every single day give it a funeral service and put on Christ and I’m free to live at peace, like this guy did.

	 

	“A man is walking down a path in the woods pulling a large trunk behind him with a rope. He is stooped over from the weight of it. He struggles with going around the trees and over the bushes. He is getting so tired of dragging this heavy trunk. He checks his compass to see if he is lost or going in the right direction. He takes a deep breath and picks up the rope and starts pulling it further into the woods. He keeps walking, climbing a hill, which is even harder as heavy as the weight is on his shoulder. He finally gets to his destination. 

	 

	He is standing at the edge of a hole that has been dug prior to him getting there.  He kneels down in front of the trunk. He unlocks it and opens the lid. He starts pulling out the contents of the trunk which is dirt and sludge, dripping on the ground as he carries it to the hole. It is so nasty it makes him sick just to look at it. When he is finished with emptying out the trunk he stands at the edge of the hole with his back to the hole and falls backwards. 

	 

	As he is laying in the hole he looks up and he sees himself shoveling the dirt on top of the him and proceeds to fill up the hole. The old man is completely gone. The new man feels clean, breathing in the air and begins to walk back home.”

	[image: Image]

	Put to death whatever belongs to your sinful nature. Colossians 3:5

	 

	Until we learn the real cause of our problems and why things are a dirty filthy mess, life, even as a born-again Christian, is going to be one series of long heartaches after another. You see, the problem has nothing to do with other people. It’s not your circumstances. It’s not your kids. It’s not even your company, it’s not your computer, or whatever you come up with. It’s the old you, the old self, that stinky self-centered part that died with Christ. But here’s the GOOD NEWS! “Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord!” I AM FREE! I don’t have to live like that anymore. I just give that old me a funeral service every day and be what I’ve been created to be in Jesus. To be a peacemaker, not a troublemaker, causing peace wherever I go leading souls to Him.  Let’s be those people! Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Sixteen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Behavior

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“She was born blind in 1534, along with her twin brother Roger, to a family whose father was a barber and a ropemaker. And even though she was born with these limited abilities, by the age of 12 she had already learned how to knit and even make rope to contribute to the family’s needs.

	 

	It was a good time to be alive in England, at least for now, for this little girl lived under the godly king, King Edward VI, who was also known as “The English Josiah” because of his support for the Protestant Church.

	 

	It was here that he declared that all the people of England would have their Church services conducted and read in their own language instead of Latin, so this little girl was one of the first fruits of that decision. In fact, one day, she was moved by the Holy Spirit to hear a Bible reading in English and upon hearing it she received Jesus Christ as her Personal Lord & Savior.

	 

	Soon she wanted more. In fact, she even wanted her own Bible, even though she was blind. And her plan was to get others to read it to her but first she had to buy one – which was not easy when books were expensive, and you were poor and blind. 

	 

	She didn’t give up, she found work and she saved hard, and eventually managed to afford a New Testament. But now she just had to find someone to read it to her! So immediately she began asking all around but to no avail. Until finally, one day, she found an elderly man named John, who said he would be glad to read the New Testament to her every day.

	 

	This went on and on until one day John became too ill to read to her anymore and so not wanting to give up, this girl actually offered people a penny, literally a day’s wages back then, just to read her a few chapters.

	 

	Soon she was not only able to recite long passages of Scripture purely from memory, but she could easily refute all the false teachings of the Catholic Church and was even encouraging others to follow the Word of God alone.

	 

	So, what was her reward for this? That’s right, Bloody Mary, who just took King Edward’s place when he died, condemned this now young woman, to die at the age of 22.

	 

	Soon, she was brought before her Catholic accusers and was charged to give an account for her actions, which she declared (in a way similar to Martin Luther’s statement) that she believed only the things taught by the Holy Bible and by godly, Bible-believing men.

	 

	Then she reminded her hearers that a number of sincere Christians had already been imprisoned and burned to death by the Catholic Church for believing the same things she did rather than embrace the doctrines of Rome, false teachings, so she challenged them, “Are you prepared to die for your doctrine? If not, then trouble me no more. I am but a poor, blind, uneducated woman, but with God’s help I am ready to yield up my life up in this faith.”

	 

	So off she went to the execution. Holding her twin brother’s hand, she prepared herself and cried upon Jesus to have mercy on her soul.

	 

	Soon the Catholic bishops proceeded to hang her over a fire with a rope, literally roasting her alive, until the fire burned through the rope and she fell into the flames, just one of 56 women Bloody Mary murdered.

	 

	And rather than suffering for all eternity for her beliefs, as the Catholic Church accused her of, she was actually ushered into the Presence of Jesus Christ Himself, who then became the very first person she ever saw with her new eyes.

	The woman’s name of course was, Joan Waste.”1

	 

	[image: 53C0ED76]Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Joan Waste had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is experiencing God’s peace. But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Joan Waste is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Joan Waste get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s peace. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like Joan Waste had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Joan Waste had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The last nine times we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And last time we saw the 5th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God, that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Behavior.

	 

	What we saw there was, it was bad enough he gets us to think like him and live like him, with this selfish, self-centered, stinky, attitude that says life is all about me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity, but the next thing you know we start to behave like him causing destruction wherever we go, when the Bible says we’re supposed to be peacemakers wherever we go! And he gets us to do that by having a negative mind, which in turn blinds us from the positive and all the peace and joy around us and then it becomes all we can see. This turns us into a bunch of troublemakers instead of peacemakers, like the guy beating the computer! You know, the guy you want to go up to and say, “Excuse me, are you a Christian? Really? Could you do the rest of us a favor, please don’t tell anybody! Can you get that ‘I love Jesus’ bumper sticker off your car now and rip that fish symbol off your coffee cup. Help!” It’s not a good witness, right? You’re supposed to be a peacemaker as a Christian, not a troublemaker! 

	But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd way the enemy gets us to have a Misplaced Behavior that causes destruction wherever we go, instead of peace wherever we go, is with a Negative Mouth.

	 

	You’d think we’d learn our lesson with a negative mind, but we don’t! Apparently, it’s too easy to rejoice in God always and turn from that old you and give that thing a funeral it deserves! And here’s the problem. The longer we don’t do that, the longer we allow that negative mind to go on, pretty soon it moves to your mouth.  That’s because Jesus gives us another Biblical rule. “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.” In other words, what you store in your brain, eventually goes to your lips. Then next thing you know, you just inherited a bad mouth that causes destruction wherever you go! And that’s why the Bible says when it comes to your mouth, you need to have a positive one, not a negative one! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Ephesians 4:17-30 “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. Surely you heard of Him and were taught in Him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. Therefore, each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. In your anger, do not sin: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” 

	 

	Now folks, according to our text we clearly see that as true born-again Christians, we personally need to not only “put off” the old self that’s deceitful and leads to destruction, but we simultaneously need to “put on” the new self-created in God with a new attitude that produces righteousness and holiness. And that’s what we saw in the last chapter. But then Paul moves on and says something that we need to do corporately. He says in the church, “You must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body.” In other words, watch your mouth not just your mind in the Church. Why? Because we’re supposed to have something positive to share with the Church, be it our work or our words. That’s why we “don’t steal” from other people and get lazy, but we “work” and we don’t “hurt” each other with our “words,” we speak positive. Why? Because we’re the Church! We’re supposed to be peacemakers not troublemakers! And that’s why Paul says we need to be very careful about the words coming out of our mouths. 

	[image: Image]

	Why?  Because positive words create positive results, that creates peace. But negative words create negative results, which creates destruction. It’s one thing if you want to destroy yourself with your negative mind, but it’s another thing to keep that negative mindset going with your mouth! It doesn’t stay with you. It spreads like a deadly infection. One negative word goes from one person’s mouth into another person’s brain. And then they get negative and start speaking with their mouth and it goes into another person’s brain, and on and on it goes! The next thing you know, one negative mouth creates a horrible epidemic of one of the worst diseases of destruction of all time! And one of the most destructive mouth diseases the Bible warns about is called gossip! Not just saying negative words, but destructive words with your mouth! For those of you who may not know, let me break it down for you. Let’s make it simple. Gossip is simply talking negative about a person, behind their back, to another person. And it is one of the most destructive sinful behaviors you could ever do in the Church! And granted, different people have different ways to deal with it, like this guy. He did get creative.

	 

	[image: Image result for pickup in front of house]“One day there was this lady named Betty, and she was the town gossip and self-appointed supervisor of the town's morals, and so she kept sticking her nose into other people's business. Now several of the local residents did not appreciate her activities, but they feared her enough to maintain their silence. However, she made a mistake of accusing a local man named Ted one day.

	 

	She said he was an alcoholic and spread it all over town after she saw his pickup truck parked outside the town's only bar one afternoon. 

	 

	So, Ted, being a man of few words, stared at her for a moment and just walked away without saying a word.

	 

	And then later that evening, he parked his pickup truck in front of her house and left it there all night.”

	 

	I must admit, that’s a pretty creative way to deal with a person who gossips, but believe it or not, the Bible’s got a better way. It’s called confront them in love. That’s what we see in Matthew 18. The Bible says if you have a concern with a person, you need to go to that person. Not some other person. Not behind their back. Not resort to trickery. But to that person. Why? Because the moment you go to another person and talk about that other person to them, you are gossiping, and it’s a horrible sin that causes massive destruction with your mouth! But don’t take my word for it, let’s listen to God’s! 

	 

	Proverbs 11:13 “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.” 

	 

	Proverbs 16:28 “A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.” 

	
Proverbs 20:19 “A gossip betrays a confidence; so, avoid anyone who talks too much.” 

	 

	Proverbs 26:20 “Without wood a fire goes out; without a gossip a quarrel dies down.” 

	
Romans 1:29 “They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips.” 

	
2 Corinthians 12:20 “For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.” 

	 

	Proverbs 6:16-19 “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.” 

	 

	And as we just saw, that’s exactly what gossip does, and God hates it! Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say gossip is one behavior you don’t want to be a part of! I mean God not only hates it, but He hates it because it destroys friends, people, churches, and all kinds of things. And that’s not being a peacemaker, that’s being a troublemaker, just like satan. Your negative mouth, because you wouldn’t shut off your negative mind, is causing destruction wherever you go, instead of peace. And the irony is we act like God doesn’t see this!!! It’s about as futile as the Cone of Silence! Now, for you young whippersnappers, you have no idea what I’m talking about so I’m here to help you out. Let’s get reacquainted with the Cone of Silence from Get Smart.

	 

	Det. Smart: “Didn’t you just say Class A security?”

	 

	The Captain: “I did.” 

	 

	Smart: “Well, shouldn’t we?” As he looks around the room to see who is listening.

	 

	Hoskins: “Do you want me to leave?”

	 

	Smart: “That won’t be necessary, Hoskins, under the Cone of Silence.”

	 

	The Captain: “Cone of Silence?” He flips the switch and a plastic cone comes down from the ceiling, surrounding them both. “I am deeply concerned about the conference room.”

	[image: 220px-Get_Smart-Cone-of-silence]

	Smart: “What?”

	 

	The Captain: “The conference room.”

	 

	Smart: “How’s that?”

	 

	Hoskins: “He’s concerned about the conference room.” Hoskins is standing outside of the cone.

	 

	Smart: “Oh.”

	 

	The Captain: “I want it thoroughly gone over for devices or bombs.”

	 

	Smart: “What?”

	 

	Hoskins: “Bombs, check for microphones and bombs.”

	 

	Smart: “Oh. Well, do you really think that’s necessary chief?  I mean isn’t that an anti-filtration tactic?”

	 

	The Captain: “What?”

	 

	Hoskins: He wants to know if it’s an anti-filtration tactic.”

	 

	The Captain: “Oh. Why am I talking to you? Will you get this thing off me?2 

	 

	That my friend, is the Cone of Silence. And as you just saw, it’s not only dumb, but it didn’t work. And those guys not only couldn’t understand each other and were missing things, but the guy they were trying to hide this from was watching the whole time, right? And folks, it’s the same thing with God! We Christians know we shouldn’t gossip but we go into a room, or down a hallway or around the corner, and act like we got a Cone of Silence over our heads and God can’t see? Are you kidding me? Listen to what the Bible says.

	 

	Psalm 139:1-2,4,7-8 “O LORD, You have searched me, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.” 

	 

	[image: Image result for two people whispering]      In other words, “Cone of Silence attitude is dumb!” Turn to somebody and say, “Cone of Silence, dumb, dumb!” Don’t do it! Why? Because the Bible is clear, God sees it all, and He hears it all. So, knock it off! Watch your mouth! Be a peacemaker, not a troublemaker! One guy puts it this way.

	 

	“Words will reveal what is in your heart, and when we share them, there is no secret room discussion. There is no private whispering hallway rendezvous. There is no closed-door conversation apart from God. There is no phone conversation or text message that He’s not aware of because He sees and hears it all.

	 

	In fact, scientists say that our voices set in motion sound waves. Those sound waves go on an endless journey through space. Had we instruments delicate enough to do it, we could pick up every word uttered by every human being that has ever lived on the face of the earth since man was first created, because their words are still floating around the universe. 

	 

	We can’t recover those words, but God can.”3

	 

	Is that convicting or what? Now the problem is, God not only sees and hears it all, but so do other people, and it becomes a horrible witness, like these guys admit.

	 

	“One Sunday afternoon a restaurant manager designated two rooms as a nonsmoking section to accommodate Churchgoers who were coming in for a bite to eat after their morning services.

	 

	And the busboy there said he was glad to see the large number of nonsmoking Christians, but he then added, ‘They may not smoke, but you ought to hear them gossip.’

	 

	And then he said, ‘If we had a non-gossip section, nobody would be there.’”4

	 

	Wow! Not a good witness, is it? We’re supposed to be peacemakers not troublemakers. It spreads wherever you go whether you realize it or not! And lest you think this is truly not a satanic ploy to get you to have a misplaced behavior with your mouth, acting like satan, being a bad witness for Jesus causing destruction wherever you go, then let’s listen to those who are openly bent on destruction working for satan. I’m going to share with you the actual list, according to witchcraft, of the 7 most powerful demons and the weapons they use to destroy people.

	 

	
		REGE – He’s the general of the occult. He deals with such drugs as marijuana, hashish, cocaine, speed, LSD, peyote and mescaline. These are drugs of sorcery and are used to attack the mind and open it up for a demon to enter.



	 

	
		LARZ – He’s the demon of sexual lust, homosexuality, adultery, and other such sexual perversions.



	 

	
		BACCHUS – He’s the demon of addictions, such as drugs, smoking, and alcohol.



	 

	
		PAN – He’s the demon of the mind. He causes mental illnesses, depression, suicide, nerves, and rejection.



	 

	
		MEDIT – He’s the demon of hate, murder, killing, war, jealousy, envy, and gossip.



	 

	
		SET – He’s the demon of death. He incites wars, terrorism, genocide, etc.



	 

	
		CHRISTIAN DEMON – This particular demon has no set name. He is so powerful that most witches won’t even bother him. His job is to weaken a Christian’s walk with the Lord by making him content, fail to live up to Church commitments, such as giving, soul-winning, church participation, etc. However, one of his most destructive tactics is to get Christians to talk about each other through gossiping and causing strife within the Church. 



	 

	[image: Image result for witchcraft tricks to gossip]      Now, let me get this straight. Two out of the seven of the most powerful demons, according to witchcraft, use gossip to cause destruction in the lives of Christians and become a bad witness to the Church. Maybe gossip is a little more destructive than we think! 

	 

	Why? Because you got tricked into having a negative mind that you wouldn’t shut off and now it’s moved to your mouth. And now your negative mouth is not only destroying yourself, but your marriage, your family, a business, church, wherever. You got tricked into being a troublemaker instead of a peacemaker. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 3rd way the enemy gets us to have a Misplaced Behavior that causes destruction wherever we go instead of peace wherever we go is with a Negative Motive.

	 

	Here’s where it gets really slick. First, we got tricked and seduced into having a negative mind, which eventually moved to a negative mouth. But just to make sure things go our way, because remember it’s all about us, we now take matters into our own hands, and in case gossip doesn’t work, we resort politics. We garner support behind the scenes and stir up trouble to get our own way. And even though this is clearly a negative motive, we mask it in such a way that it appears to be positive. It’s a lie! We use words like, “Well, isn’t this what’s best for the company? Or isn’t this what’s best for the church?” Or, “Can’t you see how this will benefit all of us? Won’t we all be better off if we just do this idea that I have?” We make it sound so spiritual, so honorable, so good for everyone, when it has nothing to do with everyone, it’s really about me, and what I want! And that’s why the Bible cuts to the chase and calls it what it is! It’s a selfish, self-centered, negative, motive that has nothing to do for the benefit of others. It’s all about your own selfish, self-centered, desires!

	 

	James 4:1-3 “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” 

	 

	In other words, it’s all about you and if you don’t get it, start fighting! 

	[image: Image]People the Bible says the reason why there’s so much squabbling and fighting and picking and poking and politics in companies or churches or whatever, is simply because people aren’t getting what they want! That’s it! That’s the negative motive. And the Bible says it will cause destruction wherever you go! In fact, let me give you some examples of how it will do just that in about any area of life. 

	 

	The 1st example of how it will destroy is with a Child.

	 

	I know of a child who is now grown up.  Who for whatever reason, be it they were the middle child, or a little rambunctious, or whatever, but they became the scapegoat for all their family’s problems. Whatever it was, it was their fault. You know any families like that? And I watched the whole thing start with a negative mind. For some reason, the parent seemed to focus only on the negative qualities of their child, at an early age, and just would not quit. 

	 

	Then it began to escalate into a negative mouth with statements like, “I hate you. I wish you weren’t my child.” Even, “I wish you weren’t even born.” And I watched this gifted child turn into everything their parent projected upon them. You want bad? I’ll give you bad! I see, to this day, a child desperately fighting to hear from their parents the positive words that Christians are supposed to be using to their kids, “I love you. I’m proud of you. And I’m glad to have you as my child.”

	 

	The 2nd example of how a negative motive will destroy just about anything it touches is with a Covenant.

	 

	[image: Image]      I remember in just a few short months in California, one time I was presented with the three following marital scenarios. One was a wife who refused to be reconciled to her husband because of her need to love herself first. Unhappy in the marriage, she decided to commit adultery in order to feel good about her life. Even after the husband found out and was willing to forgive, and work through the problems, she refuses, she is convinced her “sin” is okay because she must protect her self-love and self-esteem at all costs. Meanwhile the children suffer. Another husband left his wife because he too was unhappy. 

	He noticed his wife began to develop some wrinkles and so he chose to go find a younger woman because he was convinced this would make his life meaningful once again. And the sick thing was, he made it sound so “honorable.” For after all, if this choice would provide him personal happiness, then for the sake of his well-being and self-love, he “must” commit this sin for his own well-being. And finally, another marriage was seriously on the rocks because the wife wanted to go to Hawaii, but the husband did not. So, the solution was, she was seriously contemplating divorce because she wasn’t getting her way. This of course made her not feel good about her life and therefore, in order to be happy again, and have a “fulfilling” life, the proper thing to do was divorce. She had to love herself first in order to have a “fulfilling” life.

	 

	The 3rd example of how a negative motive will destroy just about anything it touches is with a Company.

	 

	[image: Image]      My brother told me of a time when he had to work with a guy who was a constant complainer. You ever work with one of those people? Talk about a constant drain, right? And that’s what my brother learned. He said this guy complained about the same things over and over again about the company and how they should be doing this and that. Now prior to this, before this guy showed up, my brother was very appreciative about the company, that he had a job, that they gave him a chance and that there was room for growth, etc. But the problem was, due to the constant barrage of complaints from this other guy, the next thing you know my brother also started to complain. In fact, he said he didn’t even notice it at first. It wasn’t until some people from another department informed my brother that he was complaining all the time, and did he realize what had happened to him. It was that subtle. The guy’s negative mindset spread from his mouth into my brothers’ brain and then out of his mouth into another brain and on and on like we saw earlier until he made a conscious effort to stop and start thinking positive again! The job didn’t change, his attitude did from this infectious complainer! And the irony is that as it turned out, this co-worker who complained all the time, did so because he himself had also listened to the complaints of others! Which is why one Christian employer said, “If I find any negative person in my company, I will immediately fire them on the spot, no questions asked.” And they said they learned the hard way how one negative mouth left unchecked can actually bring down a whole company, and they’ll never do that again! And again, lest you think this really isn’t a satanic ploy to get people, even Christians to cause destruction wherever you go, even in a church instead of being a peacemaker wherever you go let’s watch this video of those who used to worship the devil. What is it that they use to bring down a Church? Let’s take a look.

	 

	“Christians are the satanists worst enemy.” Says Doreen, a Former Satanist/Black Witch, “They are out to torment you, they are out to blackmail you, they will even kill you, they even tried to kill me when I came out of Black Witchcraft.”5 

	[image: irvined-fromwitchcrafttochrist]

	One former satanist says, “If you are in a church where the spirit of God is really moving, where the word of God is really being preached and where prayer is really going up to Heaven for the salvation of souls, then they are going to regard you as their mortal enemy and they are going to be out there trying anything they can to destroy, to kill and to maim, because that is the character of satan, and that is also the nature of his followers.

	 

	 They will try to infiltrate your church. They will try to set up whispering campaigns against the Pastor and the Elders. They may even try to seduce the Pastor.” Glen, a former satanist, tells his story, “For two years I was involved in the Baptist Church. I was constantly complaining about the Pastor’s sermons being too long, being too dry, causing discord between the people. Gossiping about others.” Another former satanist tells of his experience.”  

	 

	“I was trained to learn all the Christian jargon like Praise the Lord, Hallelujah, and do all the right things and yet I had no more idea of Jesus being my Savior than the man in the moon. Glen further tells us, “If you can tear down the foundation of a church then you have destroyed that church and that is what every witch or satanist plans to do when they go into a church, is to tear down that foundation and the rest of the church goes quickly after that.”

	 

	Now, let me get this straight. You mean to tell me that the weapons satanists use to destroy churches is to get Christians to first start having a negative mind, so they’ll begin to complain and have a negative mouth, which spreads to others that creates a negative motive, and the rest of the Church goes quickly after that. Why? Because of the leadership, of the elders, or preacher and his sermons being too long? No! That’s the illusion! That’s the lie! That’s the seduction! It was one negative mind that turned into a negative mouth that created a negative motive that spread to others and now the church is full of satanic troublemakers instead of godly peacemakers! Do you get it? And folks, I’m here to tell you, that’s not just true of churches, but of companies, marriages, children and families, you name it! So, what do you do? What do you do if you find yourself one of those people, even a Christian, who got tricked and seduced by the evil one into having this misplaced behavior? You’re causing destruction wherever you go, instead of peace wherever you go. What do you do? Well, it’s simple really. You first need to repent and ask for God’s forgiveness.  Then two, you need to shut it off, and stop listening to the devil’s lies who’s duping you into thinking life’s all about you, me, myself and I, the unholy trinity, when it’s not! He’s out there every day like a Pied Piper wooing you away from God, getting you to think you need to live for yourself, and please yourself as many ways as possible with this world and you don’t need God. Stop! That’s a lie! Stop! Shut it off! Turn back to Jesus, drop the ways of this world, and run to Him, like this girl did and be set free again!

	 

	“The actors are all on the stage. A man representing Jesus is all dressed in white with a purple cape across his shoulders. There is a girl standing next to him with her head down. He looks at her with pride. She is one of his children. They moved together across the stage. Her heart is full of love for her savior. Everything is good. 

	 

	Suddenly from behind her a man dressed in black steps up and takes her hand. He starts pulling her away from Jesus. Satan is starting to try to take control of her. Jesus is pushed away. He keeps calling her to come back but she is having too much fun with this guy. 

	 

	As Jesus is trying to get her attention another one dressed in yellow comes to tempt her away. Jesus holds out his hand, signaling for her to come back to him but she is pulling further away. She is now drinking, doing drugs, way over her head in sin. What she thought was so much fun is now overwhelming her. She knows she has to get back to Jesus.

	 

	 She sees him holding out his hand to her, but every time she starts to walk in His direction she is pulled back into her temptation and sin.  She is depressed. Her life makes her sick. She has pulled so far from her savior it makes her want to throw up. She is so miserable that now she is being tempted with ideas of suicide. Satan hands her a knife to get it all over with. 

	 

	[image: Related image]She starts to cut her wrists but realizes that all she needs to do is get back to God. She starts to push through all the temptation that is holding her back, and she won’t give up. She has to get back. Jesus is waiting for her, encouraging her to keep pushing back the temptations and come back to him. Again, the temptation of suicide hits her again and she even gets a gun. 

	 

	She feels that she has to do this to get rid of these horrible feelings she has because of what she has gotten herself into. She throws the gun down and starts pushing once again back to Jesus. They are all pulling her away from Him, but she keeps struggling to get back, if she can only get back to Jesus all will be good again. She sees him holding out his arms to her and she is trying to reach him, but she falls one more time. 

	 

	She knows he will take her back if she can only get up and reach him. She almost gets to him when they pull her back and she falls one more time. When she gets up again and pushes forward, they keep pulling at her and she’s almost there. She touches the tip of his fingers. Now she is fighting harder than ever to keep them off her. She has to get through all this.

	 

	Suddenly Jesus jumps in behind her and protects her from all these temptations grabbing her. She is free. They are gone from her. No more struggling. Jesus has taken care of it all. She is free to fall on her knees and pray. Jesus had saved her, he helps her to her feet and they are once again in harmony. They are talking again. She has peace once again. She is in communion with God.6

	

	[image: Image result for everything skit pictures]Folks, this is the great news. God loves you. You’re His child. So much so, that even if you got tricked into recently acting like the devil’s child, recently causing destruction in your life, and the lives of others God hasn’t given up on you. He’s there waiting to take you back and He’s got your back! You just take that first step of obedience and turn right back to Him, and you’ll discover just like that, His way really is the best way, and you’ll have that peace again, just like when you first got saved and you’ll become that peacemaker again, leading many souls to Him. That is experiencing God’s peace. That is experiencing God’s joy.  Let’s be those people!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Seventeen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Understanding

	Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was not only a master theologian, scholar, and linguist, who literally knew and could speak eight different languages, but many consider him to be the Captain of the Reformers, those men who dared to expose the lies of the Roman Catholic Church, and instead promote Biblical truth for the common man. And of course, he sealed this behavior with his blood.

	 

	He was born in 1490 in England and eventually he went to school in Oxford, where later he received his ordination for ministry. And even though he started out under the Roman Catholic Church’s system of false teaching, as he continued to study the Bible for himself, he was utterly shocked at his fellow colleagues’ ignorance of the Word of God.

	 

	In fact, they were more concerned about the words of man than the Word of God! One of his fellow clergymen who was hopelessly entrenched in the false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church even taunted him saying this, “We are better to be without God’s laws than the Pope’s.” 

	 

	This so enraged this one man that he simply replied, “I defy the Pope and all his laws. If God should spare my life for many years, I will cause the boy that drives the plow to know more of the Scriptures than you!”

	 

	And that’s exactly what he did. This one man single handedly, not only began to translate the Bible into English for the common man to read, but he even utilized a new invention that had recently come upon the scene called the Gutenberg press, and began to make as many copies as he possibly could and spread them around!

	 

	So how was he rewarded for getting God’s truth out to the people? That’s right! His actions so angered the Roman Catholic Church that in 1536 they not only condemned his work, tracked him down, convinced a friend to betray him, but they strangled him to death, and then, they burned his body at the stake!

	 

	But just before he died, his last words were simply this, “Lord, open the King of England's eyes.” And his prayer was answered by God three years later when King Henry VIII published what is now known as “The Great English Bible” that based on this man’s work.

	 

	The man’s name of course was, William Tyndale.”1

	 

	[image: Image result for william tyndale]      Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say William Tyndale had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say that he was experiencing God’s peace and God’s joy. Amen? But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as William Tyndale is most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like William Tyndale get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s peace, I’m not experiencing God’s joy!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like William Tyndale had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like William Tyndale had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The last ten times we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	The last two times we saw the 5th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Behavior.

	 

	What we saw, was it was bad enough he gets us to think like him and live like him with this selfish, self-centered, stinky, attitude that says life is all about me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity but the next thing you know we start to behave like him, causing destruction wherever we go, when the Bible says we’re supposed to cause peace wherever we go! How? It’s simple folks! By getting us to have a negative mind, which leads to a negative mouth, which leads to a negative motive and the next thing you know we’re a bunch of troublemakers instead of peacemakers. We’re acting like him, miniature devils on the planet, instead of true sons of God. But that’s still not all.

	 

	The 6th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Understanding. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Matthew 6:25-34 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying, can add a single hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.” Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So, do not [image: Image]worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, Jesus clearly tells us at least three things we need to understand if we’re going to enjoy a life of continual peace, that He’s already given to us, i.e. one that’s without worry.

	 

	The 1st thing He tells us to understand is the wonderful truth that, we can stop worrying. 

	 

	What did He say there? He said don’t do it, which presupposes that what? We don’t have to! Isn’t that great news! We desperately need to understand that! And yet, for some goofball reason, some of us say we can’t stop worrying, which is not only calling Jesus a liar, which I do not recommend, but I think I know the reason why we say that and that’s because of this. We don’t even understand what the word “worry” even means. It comes from the Greek word “merimnao” which literally means, “to be consumed with yourself.” And boy does that explain a lot or what? It’s the exact same Greek word that’s also translated in the Bible as “anxious,” as in “don’t be anxious for anything.” Or as Jesus says here in our text, “don’t worry about anything.” It’s a parallel command. And so, in essence, what the Bible is saying, is that the moment you continue to think about nothing but yourself, your situation, your likes, your dislikes, whatever you want out of life and you’re consumed with that, that is one surefire way to a life full of worry and anxiety! It is a horrible destiny, which is exactly, as we saw in the last ten chapters, what society tells us to do! Isn’t that wild? We have been trained to be consumed with our self, and we wonder why we’re so freaked out all the time! Are you kidding me? It’s the exact opposite of what we’re supposed to do! We’re to be consumed with God and the needs of others! It’s an outward focus not an inward focus and when we do that, we enjoy His peace, i.e. we don’t have to worry!

	 

	[image: Image]The 2nd thing Jesus tell us, and we need to understand, if we’re going to enjoy a life of peace, i.e. one without worry, we need to recall His provision, that He’s already made, and we already saw, in an earlier study.

	 

	 So, just to recap, we saw that the birds and the flowers were teaching us to be grateful for what we already do have instead of ungrateful for what we don’t have. Why? Because a life of peace comes not when you focus on what you don’t have, it’s when you appreciate what you’ve already been given. And that’s what we see with God’s provision. Just like the birds of the air and the flowers of the field, He too has already given us everything we need. He hasn’t left us hanging high and dry. He’s given us food, clothes, and shelter! Hello! And so, there’s no reason to whine and complain i.e. live a life full of worry, right? Not at all. He’s been very good to us. 

	 

	Finally, the 3rd thing Jesus tells us to understand is in the phrase in verse 33, “But seek first His Kingdom and His Righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

	 

	Why? Because apparently when you do that, you not only don’t have to worry about today, but according to the context, you don’t even have to worry about tomorrow. You can enjoy God’s peace every single day, one day at a time! Isn’t that great news? And yet, this is where I believe we make our biggest misplaced understanding. Here’s what we do. We usually focus on the seeking part, which I do believe is important, and maybe later we can get to that. But what we don’t understand is that which we’re supposed to be seeking in the first place. What did it say there? We’re supposed to seek God’s kingdom and His righteousness, right?

	[image: Image]Now here’s the problem. This is one of those classic Christianese phrases that we say all the time, but we have no stinking idea what in the world we’re talking about! And so, the problem is, how in the world can we seek it, i.e. God’s kingdom and His righteousness and stop worrying, if we don’t even know what in the world, they mean in the first place, right? It’s common sense! So, let’s not do that! Let’s not have a misplaced understanding, let’s get a Biblical understanding of God’s kingdom and His righteousness so we can stop this worrying once and for all like Jesus says we can and let’s get busy living that life of peace He’s already given to us, amen? 

	 

	It’s simple, the 1st thing we need to understand about God’s Kingdom and His Righteousness is that He Controls All Things.

	 

	And the 1st way we know He Controls All Things is that He Controls All the Wild Animals.

	 

	2 Kings 2:23-24 “Elisha left Jericho and went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, a group of boys from the town began mocking and making fun of him. Go away, you baldhead! they chanted. Go away, you baldhead! Elisha turned around and looked at them, and he cursed them in the name of the LORD. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of them.” 

	[image: A6DB6185][image: Elisha-bears_O]      Now folks, according to our text here, I think the lesson’s pretty clear. Whatever you do, don’t joke around with a bald guy, right? In fact, one bald guy says he’s so afraid of bald jokes that he no longer wears turtleneck sweaters because he doesn’t want to go around looking like one of those roll-on deodorants! But seriously, I think the bigger lesson in our text is that God obviously has control over all the wild animals, right? So much so that with a snap of His fingers, even the bears have to do His bidding. And you might not think that’s a big deal, but folks, animals are not the easiest things to tame! And I’m not just talking wiener dogs! Those guys are stubborn as all get out! But all kinds of animals don’t listen to squat we say, let alone do what we say. We have no control over them. For instance, goats! Have you noticed those things are not only freaky, but they could give a rip of who you are let alone trying to talk to them? You’re not going to tame them! They not only don’t listen to you, but they fight back at you, like this guy learned.

	 

	The video begins with a large goat with long horns and a beard on one side of the fence while the goat owner is on the other. He is speaking in Spanish, so we don’t know what he is saying. He is speaking fast and loud to the goat. When he finishes his sentence the goat spits at him. The man proceeds to speak to the goat again and the goat growled back at him with his tongue out. The owner starts talking to the goat again and again and the goat spits and growls every time he finishes his sentence, over and over. We don’t know if the goat understood what he was saying, because we sure don’t, but he sure didn’t like it. 

	 

	Now, how many of you think that guy’s ever going to get that goat to do anything for him? He is mean and cantankerous. But I’ve been told, to the goat’s credit, the questions that guy was asking that goat were pretty harsh! Here’s supposed to be the English Translation....

	 

	The man asks the goat, “Excuse me Sir, CNN needs this interview!” and the goat spits. “Do you think President Obama is doing a good job?” He asks the goat. That is when the goat spits at him and then growls with his tongue out. “You are an obvious racist!” He tells the goat and the goat yells at him again and spits. “And a bigot!” The goat shakes his head and growls again.2

	 

	Well, maybe that goat’s not too bad after all. But seriously folks, with all political jokes aside and all, goats, bears, lions, tigers, snakes, you name it, wild animals in general, could typically give a rip of who we are, what we say, we’re not going to control them. And yet, here’s what is amazing in the text we just read, God can! Wild ferocious beasts are nothing but playthings in His hands. But people, bears aren’t the only wild animals that God has control over. Let’s look at a just few of the others He’s in control of.

	 

	
		Caused FROGS to invade Egypt: Exodus 8

		Caused GNATS to invade Egypt: Exodus 8

		Caused FLIES to invade Egypt: Exodus 8

		Caused the LIVESTOCK of Egypt only to die: Exodus 9

		Caused LOCUSTS to invade Egypt: Exodus 10

		Caused QUAIL to come for food: Numbers 11

		Caused poisonous SNAKES to bite people: Numbers 21

		Caused HORNETS to invade: Joshua 24

		Caused BEARS to maul youths: 2 Kings 2

		Caused a DONKEY to talk and rebuke Balaam: Numbers 22



	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say whoever can control all the wild animals on the whole planet, be it a bear or a bug, they can probably control just about anything that comes our way. And that of course would include our problems, wouldn’t it? Uh huh! Therefore, as Jesus says, “Stop worrying! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who God is!” Don’t you understand His Kingdom and His Righteousness? He is in control of all things people, and when you seek that out, when you understand that, you don’t ever have to worry about anything, whatsoever, at all times, ever! Isn’t that great news? Oh, but that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd way we know God Controls All Things is that He Controls All the Weather.

	 

	Job 37:5-6 “God’s voice is glorious in the thunder. We cannot comprehend the greatness of His power. He directs the snow to fall on the earth and tells the rain to pour down.” 

	 

	According to our text, I think it’s pretty clear just who this ultimate weather man is, right? It ain’t mother nature, it’s not Channel 3, it’s Almighty God! He’s the One who controls the weather, right? And people, this is the great encouraging news! God is so in control of all things that with a clap of His hands, even the atmosphere must do His bidding. Lightning and thunder are just playthings in His hands. But people, rain and snow are not the only weather conditions God has control over. Let’s look at a few other pieces of the weather He controls.

	 

	
		Caused the world to FLOOD: Genesis 7

		Caused FIRE from heaven upon the cities: Genesis 19

		Caused plagues of HAIL, THUNDER, and LIGHTNING in Egypt: Exodus 9

		Caused the WIND to divide the Red Sea: Exodus 14

		Caused the SUN to stand still: Joshua 10

		Caused DEW to form on Gideon’s fleece: Judges 6

		Caused a WHIRLWIND to carry Elijah to heaven: 2 Kings 2

		Caused RAIN in answer to Samuel’s prayer: 1 Samuel 12

		Caused a STORM to confuse the Philistine army: 1 Samuel 7

		Caused DARKNESS at the crucifixion: Matthew 27 



	 

	In fact, some report that He’s still doing it today even with tornadoes. Here’s a recent video of some Christians in the Philippines who relied upon the Name of Jesus to control the weather when a tornado came their way.

	 

	The people are all gathered together in a house. They are watching the funnel cloud coming closer to their little village. You can hear a voice in the crowd declaring, “In the name of Jesus, in the name of Jesus, in Jesus name, in Jesus name!” And all the people in the room start shouting. The funnel cloud is still coming closer. They start raising their hands toward Heaven and shout, “In Jesus name, in Jesus name!”

	[image: Image result for tornado in a small village]

	They repeat His Holy name over and over and keep praying while watching the funnel get larger and larger. Then a miracle starts to happen. The cloud starts to disappear. The voice in the crowd then says, “It’s done, it’s over, hallelujah, thank you Jesus, it’s gone away.” The funnel cloud has lifted and is now gone.3 

	 

	Hallelujah is right! Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say whoever can control all the weather on the whole planet, even today, be it a hailstorm, tornado, or a lightning bolt, I’d say they can probably control just about anything that comes our way, how about you? And again, that would include all our problems, wouldn’t it? Uh huh! Therefore, as Jesus says, “Stop worrying! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who God is!” Don’t you understand His Kingdom and His righteousness? He is in control of all things people, and when you seek that out, when you understand that, you don’t ever have to worry about anything, whatsoever, at all times, ever! Isn’t that great news? Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 3rd way we know God Controls All Things is that He Controls All the Wide Expanse…i.e. the whole universe.

	 

	Colossians 1:15-17 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” 

	 

	[image: aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zcGFjZS5jb20vaW1hZ2VzL2kvMDAwLzAwOS80NzQvb3JpZ2luYWwvbmFzYS1zb2xhci1zeXN0ZW0tZ3JhcGhpYy03Mi5qcGc=]      Once again, according to our text, I think it’s pretty clear not only who made the world, i.e. God, Jesus Christ, but it clearly says He even holds the whole world or universe together, right? Which means that God is so in control of all things. That even the stars have to obey Him! Isn’t that mind blowing? And yet we don’t get the full impact of what’s going on here. So, let’s remind ourselves once again of just how big the universe is, and the fact that God not only made it, but He upholds and sustains it! He controls the whole thing! This is incredible!

	 

	The video starts off with all the planets being lined up by size. First is the Earth and Moon, then Mercury that is a bit larger, then Mars that is larger than Mercury, then comes Venus, a bit larger, then comes earth, after that comes Neptune, that is about 100 times larger than earth, after that we have Saturn (without the rings) still larger and then we have Jupiter. That is the end of the small planets. 

	 

	Next comes the stars. The sun is huge compared to the planets, but it doesn’t stop there. Sirius A is twice as large as the sun, Pollux (the orange giant) is a giant compared to Sirius A, Arcturus (Red Giant) is about 50 times larger than Pollux, and then Aldebaran and Rigel (the blue Super Giant), then Pistol Star (Blue Hypergiant), Antares A. (Red Supergiant), and Mu Caphel which is bigger than all of the, and finally the biggest of them all is VY Canis Majoris (Red Hypergiant) the largest known star. ” 

	 

	“This is our galaxy, the Milky Way, it spans 80,000 light years across and contains more than 100 billion stars. The Milky Way is a spiral galaxy. The brightest stars are concentrated into arms that are wrapped around the disc. Since our solar system is within this disc, we see the Milky Way as a cloudy mass in our night sky. No human being or space craft has seen our galaxy from the outside. It is difficult to grasp just how large the galaxy is. The Milky Way is a remarkable demonstration of God’s power, but what is even more amazing is that our galaxy is merely one of billions. 

	 

	Every one of these faint clouds is an entire galaxy. As we look upward, we see a strange band where galaxies seem to be missing. This is called the zone of avoidance and is aligned with the disc of our galaxy although many galaxies are undoubtedly in this region, gas and dust in our own galaxy prevent us from seeing them. Further up we see a massive grouping of galaxies called the Virgo Cluster. It contains over 2000 galaxies and is 50 million light years away from earth. Our entire galaxy appears as a grain of sand lost in a vast ocean of galaxies, yet the galaxies shown here are only a small portion of the cosmos. 

	[image: Image result for galaxy]

	Beyond this distance astronomers have catalogued only certain regions of the visible universe. At last, we begin to see the large-scale structure of the universe. The galaxies are organized into a complete tapestry of strings and voids for clarity. Only a few selected regions are shown here. This is the universe, or at least as much as our present understanding makes possible. Just imagine the power involved as all these galaxies leapt into existence at God’s command. And yet the Bible describes the creation of all this in a single phrase, He made the stars also.”4

	 

	And yet, we have the audacity to worry that God somehow can’t take care of our problems? “Oh, ye of little faith,” as Jesus says! Or the modern Crone translation, “Are you kidding me?”  People, if God can not only create that whole big giant huge universe, but at the same time uphold and sustain that, I’d say He can handle anything that comes our way, right? Hello! No wonder Jesus says, “Stop worrying!” Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who He is! He is God and He is in control of all things, the wild animals, the weather, and the universe! And when we understand this, when we seek this out, about His Kingdom and His righteousness, we will experience His peace every single time. Or as Jesus says, “Don’t worry about your life.” Amen? Then, once we do, we’ll not only experience God’s peace on a more regular basis but lead many souls to Jesus, seeking that same peace as well, amen? Let’s be that Church. Let’s be those people.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Eighteen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Understanding

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“The year was 1532 and this man was suddenly arrested by the Roman Catholic Church. His crime you ask? Oh, he was just praying and reading the Bible in English, which was forbidden, it could only be done in Latin, which most people didn’t know, so it kept them in the dark spiritually.

	 

	Then to make matters worse, they even searched his house, whereupon they found several works by William Tyndale, including The New Testament in English. Well, that was it, the Catholic authorities decided to burn him at the stake.

	 

	Once at his place of execution, he lifted his hands to Heaven and prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” and they chained him to the stake whereupon the Catholic priests actually told the people that whoever brought the wood to burn this guy alive, the Catholic Church would give them an indulgence to commit sins for forty days without fear of penalty.

	 

	So, the huge fire was lit, because who wouldn’t want to have a license to sin. In fact, speaking of sin, one of the spectators, maybe they were hoping to get an even bigger license to sin, actually threw a piece of wood at this man’s head so hard that it literally bashed his brains in.

	 

	All because this simple farmer fought for the right for all people to read the Scriptures in English and be set free from a tyrannical form of government.

	 

	The man’s name of course was, Thomas Harding.”1

	 

	[image: 220px-Thomas_Harding_memorial]      I don’t know about you, but I’d say Thomas Harding had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that is experiencing God’s peace. Amen? But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Thomas Harding is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Thomas Harding get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, experiencing God’s peace, like Thomas Harding had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.”   What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Thomas Harding had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The last eleven chapters we read the 2nd key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And last time we saw the 6th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Understanding.

	 

	There we saw that even though the Bible tells us to seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness in order to live a life without worry, i.e. enjoy His peace that He’s already given to us, we don’t even know who this God is that we are supposed to seek in the first place! We have a misplaced understanding! Therefore, we sought to get a Biblical understanding of God’s kingdom. There we saw that God controls all things, be it the Wild Animals, the Weather, even the Wide Expanse of the Universe. And if He can uphold and sustain all that and even control it, then don’t you think He can handle anything that comes our way? And so, the point was, when we seek that out, when we understand this, we experience the peace of God that He’s already given to us, or as Jesus says, live a life without worry. Not only today, but even tomorrow and how many other tomorrows God gives you! Oh, but that’s not all. 

	 

	The 4th way we know God controls all things is that He Controls All the Wicked Governments.

	 

	What? God’s even in control of all the governments around the world? I’m telling you, you don’t need to worry about anything! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Daniel 4:10-18 “These are the visions I saw while lying in my bed: I looked, and there before me stood a tree in the middle of the land. Its height was enormous. The tree grew large and strong and its top touched the sky; it was visible to the ends of the earth. Its leaves were beautiful, its fruit abundant, and on it was food for all. Under it the beasts of the field found shelter, and the birds of the air lived in its branches; from it every creature was fed. In the visions I saw while lying in my bed, I looked, and there before me was a messenger, a holy one, coming down from heaven. He called in a loud voice: Cut down the tree and trim off its branches; strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit. Let the animals flee from under it and the birds from its branches. But let the stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in the ground, in the grass of the field. Let him be drenched with the dew of heaven and let him live with the animals among the plants of the earth. Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of an animal, till seven times pass by for him. The decision is announced by messengers, the holy ones declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone He wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men. This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you can, because the spirit of the holy God is in you.” 

	 

	I’ll tell you what it means. God is in control of all the governments around the world and that includes you Nebuchadnezzar. He’s about to cut you down because you got wicked and proud. But folks, according to our text, I think it’s pretty clear just who is the ultimate world authority, right? It’s not man. It’s Almighty God, isn’t it? He’s the one who controls all the governments, right? This is what is so amazing! This is what this passage tells us about God’s kingdom. God is so in control of all things that with a blink of an eye, even kings of the earth have to do His bidding. He can put them in, He can take them out. He can change their heart, He can change their mind! Literally! That’s how much control He has! And boy, is that a truth we need to hear today, or what? I don’t know if you’ve noticed or not folks, but we not only have a rotten government in place, we have a wicked one! And because of this people are freaking out, worrying, and getting afraid. In fact, let me demonstrate to you that right now we have the most ANTI-CHRISTIAN administration in American history. But don’t take my word for it, let’s listen to the facts.

	[image: anthem]

	
		September 2007 – For some reason, Obama chose not to put his hand over his heart during the singing of the National Anthem.



	 

	The famous picture of him standing, while Bill Richardson and Hillary Clinton have their hands over their hearts, saluting the flag during the National Anthem, Obama has his hands deliberately down. That is disturbing. Then on the screen we see this. Bill Richardson and Hillary Clinton do have their hands on their hearts but not Obama.

	 

	
		April 2008 – Obama speaks disrespectfully of Christians, saying they “cling to guns or religion” and have an “antipathy to people who aren’t like them.” 

		January 2009 – On his first day in office, Obama lifts restrictions on U.S. government funding for groups that provide abortion services abroad, forcing taxpayers to fund pro-abortion groups that either promote or perform abortions in other nations. 

		February 2009 – Obama announces plans to revoke conscience protection for health workers who refuse to participate in medical activities that go against their beliefs, and fully implements the plan in February 2011. 

		March 2009 – The Obama Administration shut out pro-life groups from attending a White House-sponsored health care summit. 

		March 2009 – Obama gave $50 million for the UNFPA, the UN population agency that promotes abortion and works closely with Chinese population control officials who use forced abortions and involuntary sterilizations. 

		April 2009 – When speaking at Georgetown University, Obama orders that a monogram symbolizing Jesus’ name be covered when he is making his speech. 



	 

	[image: Image result for Obama wants jesus covered at Georgetown University]Fox News Reports: “The University of Notre Dame is not the only one raising eyebrows when it comes to President Obama. Officials at Georgetown University covered a monogram symbolizing the name of Jesus because it was inscribed on the stage where the President spoke Tuesday. ‘The White House wanted a simple backdrop .. consistent with what they’ve done for other policy speeches,’ says Julie Green Bataille, Georgetown University, April 15, 2009.

	 

	 The monogram, HIS, which comes from the Greek for Jesus, was covered with a triangle of black painted plywood. Catholic League President Bill Donohue says, ‘The cowardice of Georgetown to stand fast on principle tells us more than we need to know... But the bigger story is the audacity of the Obama Administration to ask a religious school to neuter itself before the president speaks there.” 

	 

	
		May 2009 – Obama declines to host services for the National Prayer Day event at the White House (a day established by federal law) but he does host White House Iftar dinners in honor of Ramadan. 

		May 2009 – The White House budget eliminates all funding for abstinence-only education and replaces it with “comprehensive” sexual education, repeatedly proven to increase teen pregnancies and abortions. 

		May 2009 – Obama officials assemble a terrorism dictionary calling pro-life advocates violent and charging that they use racism in their “criminal” activities. 

		July 2009 – The Obama Administration illegally extends federal benefits to same-sex partners of Foreign Service and Executive Branch employees, in directed violation of the federal Defense of Marriage Act. 

		September 2009 – The Obama Administration appoints as EEOC Commissioner Chai Feldblum, who asserts that society should “not tolerate” any “private beliefs,” including religious beliefs, if they may negatively affect homosexual “equality.”

		April 2010 – Christian leader Franklin Graham is disinvited from the Pentagon’s National Day of Prayer Event because of complaints from the Muslim community. 

		April 2010 – The Obama Administration requires rewriting of government documents and a change in administration vocabulary to remove terms that are deemed offensive to Muslims, including jihad, jihadists, terrorists, radical Islamic, etc.

		July 2010 – The Obama Administration uses federal funds in violation of federal law to get Kenya to change its constitution to include abortion. 

		August 2010 – The Obama Administration cuts funding for 176 abstinence education programs. 

		August 2010 – Obama speaks with great praise of Islam and condescendingly of Christianity. 

		August 2010 – Obama went to great lengths to speak out on multiple occasions on behalf of building an Islamic mosque at Ground Zero, while at the same time he was silent about a Christian church being denied permission to rebuild at that location.

		October 2010 – Obama begins deliberately omitting the phrase about “the Creator” when quoting the Declaration of Independence – an omission he has made on no less than seven occasions. 



	 

	In the James Brady Briefing Room, White House briefing, a reporter asks, “Twice in recent weeks the President has quoted from the Declaration of Independence and has omitted the declaration to ‘rights and hopes endowed by our creator’, why did he omit this part of the Declaration?”  James Brady replies, “I haven’t seen the comments, but I can assure you that the President believes in the Declaration of Independence. 

	 

	
		November 2010 – Obama misquotes the National Motto, saying it is “E pluribus unum” rather than “In God We Trust” as established by federal law. 

		Throughout 2010 – While every White House traditionally issues hundreds of official proclamations and statements on numerous occasions, this White House avoids traditional Biblical holidays and events, but regularly recognizes major Muslim holidays, as evidenced by its 2010 statements on Ramadan, Eid-ul-Fitr, Hajj, and Eid-ul-Adha.

		January 2011 – After a federal law was passed to transfer a WWI Memorial in the Mojave Desert to private ownership, the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that the cross in the memorial could continue to stand, but the Obama Administration refused to allow the land to be transferred as required by law, and refused to allow the cross to be re-erected as ordered by the Court. 

		February 2011 – Although he filled posts in the State Department, for more than two years Obama did not fill the post of religious freedom ambassador, an official that works against religious persecution across the world; he filled it only after heavy pressure from the public and from Congress. 

		February 2011 – Obama directs the Justice Department to stop defending the federal Defense of Marriage Act. 

		March 2011 – The Obama Administration refuses to investigate videos showing Planned Parenthood helping alleged sex traffickers get abortions for victimized underage girls. 

		April 2011 – For the first time in American history, Obama urges passage of a non-discrimination law that does not contain hiring protections for religious groups, forcing religious organizations to hire according to federal mandates without regard to the dictates of their own faith, thus eliminating conscience protection in hiring. 

		July 2011 – Obama allows homosexuals to serve openly in the military, reversing a policy originally instituted by George Washington in March 1778. 

		August 2011 – The Obama Administration releases its new health care rules that override religious conscience protections for medical workers in the areas of abortion and contraception. 

		September 2011 – The Pentagon directs that military chaplains may perform same-sex marriages at military facilities in violation of the federal Defense of Marriage Act. 

		November 2011 – Unlike previous presidents, Obama studiously avoids any religious references in his Thanksgiving speech. 

		December 2011 – The Obama Administration denigrates other countries’ religious beliefs as an obstacle to radical homosexual rights. 

		January 2012 – The Obama Administration argues that the First Amendment provides no protection for churches and synagogues in hiring their pastors and rabbis. 

		February 2012 – The Obama Administration forgives student loans in exchange for public service but announces it will no longer forgive student loans if the public service is related to religion. 

		February 2012 – The U. S. Military Academy at West Point disinvites three-star Army general and decorated war hero Lieutenant General William G. Boykin (retired) from speaking at an event because he is an outspoken Christian. 

		February 2012 – The Obama Administration makes effulgent apologies for Korans being burned by the U. S. military, but when Bibles were burned by the military, numerous reasons were offered why it was the right thing to do.

		April 2012 – A checklist for Air Force Inns will no longer include ensuring that a Bible is available in rooms for those who want to use them. 

		May 2012 - The Obama Administration opposes legislation to protect the rights of conscience for military chaplains who do not wish to perform same-sex marriages in violation of their strongly-held religious beliefs. 

		June 2012 - Bibles for the American military have been printed in every conflict since the American Revolution, but the Obama Administration revokes the long-standing U. S. policy of allowing military service emblems to be placed on those military Bibles.

		January 2013 – Pastor Louie Giglio is pressured to remove himself from praying at the inauguration after it is discovered he once preached a sermon supporting the Biblical definition of marriage. 

		February 2013 – The Obama Administration announces that the rights of religious conscience for individuals will not be protected under the Affordable Care Act.

		January 2013 – Obama announces his opposition to a provision in the 2013 National Defense Authorization Act protecting the rights of conscience for military chaplains. 

		March 2014 - The Obama administration seeks funding for every type of sex-education – except that which reflects traditional moral values.

		April 2013 – Officials briefing U.S. Army soldiers include “Evangelical Christianity” along with terrorist organizations Al-Qaeda, Muslim Brotherhood, and Hamas to show examples of “religious extremism.”2



	 

	[image: 53C23041]      We’re lumped right in there with them, as we saw in our last chapter! But, correct me if I’m wrong, it sure appears to me that our current administration is not only snubbing their nose at God and mocking our Christian heritage, but it sure appears they’re heading down an Anti-Christian/Anti-God route that is needed to prepare us for accepting an Antichrist government that is satanically inspired, like the Book of Revelation says. Look at this Government and what they’re doing and all this persecution that’s getting ready to come and they are freaking out, worrying, and getting afraid. But, read the text. God is in charge, not Obama! This is the truth that Daniel stood on! He was standing before Nebuchadnezzar, the man in charge on earth, but he was standing on the Word of God that says, God rules from above! Because of this, Daniel was at peace and he told Nebuchadnezzar what needed to be told! He wasn’t intimidated by that guy! He was just a man! God is in control of the governments! As a man of God, Daniel told this earthly ruler the truth about who is really in charge and what’s going to happen if this earthly guy didn’t turn around and submit to God! I’m telling you, it’s this same courage that we need today if we too are not only going to stop worrying about our government but stand up to our government and declare the truth of what’s going to happen if they don’t turn around, like this guy did.

	 

	“Please welcome former Congressman, Allen West.” Allen West comes to the podium and begins to speak. “How are you all doing in Townsquare? Lookie here, I’m not one of those highly educated, easily speaking, intellectual guys, I’m a US Army combat paratrooper and this is what I want to say. What message are we sending? What message are we sending when we sit down at the table with the number one state sponsor of terrorism. What message are we sending when we sit down at the table with a country that is holding four Americans hostage? It is no different than the last time we had a weakling in the White House when we [image: Image result for allen west]had 53 Americans being held hostage.

	 

	What message do we send when we create this false narrative about either we sign this piece of paper that meant the same nothing to Adolph Hitler, it means nothing to the ayatollahs or the only other alternative is to go to war. Well, let me tell you something, the United States of America is about victors, the United States of America is about champions, the United State of America does not surrender to a bunch of black robed, crazed clerics that want to see us destroyed. 

	 

	Now I got to tell you something, I’ve got to hurry up and get off this stage because I have to go to a fund raiser and a Broadway show. What type of Commander and Chief do you have when Americans have lost their lives on our soil and it’s more important to come up here to go to a play and go to Chattanooga, Tennessee and lower the flag half-mast on the White House. It’s very simple, ladies and gentlemen, Alexander the Great had a fantastic quote.

	 

	‘I would not fear an army of lions if they were led by sheep, but I would fear an army of sheep if they were led by a lion.’ This great nation is a nation of lions that is currently being led by the greatest of sheep that we have ever seen in our 239 years of our existence. I don’t care who occupies the White House, we are not surrendering our liberty, our freedom, our way of life. I want President Barack Obama to know one thing. You may say that you have done something that no one else has ever done. 

	 

	You know why no one else has never done it, because it’s a stupid thing that you just did. If people are upset about what I am saying, I really don’t care because I had a father that stood in WWII, I had a brother that stood and was wounded at Khe Sanh, I gave 22 years of my life to make sure that that great beacon of liberty and freedom and democracy continues to stand.

	I have a nephew and friends that are still serving on the front lines and my commitment is to the oath that I took on 31, July 1982, to support and defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all enemies foreign and domestic and about true faith and allegiance to the same. It’s not to anybody’s historic event, it’s not for anyone to have some special exhibit in their Presidential Library, it’s to make sure that the enemies of America, that the enemies of Israel are crushed and brought to their knees. God bless you all, God bless America, God bless Israel. Thank you.”3

	 

	“All it takes for evil to triumph, is for good men to do nothing.” Is that guy running for president? Folks, do we need that kind of courage today, or what? And can I tell you something, you can, if you do what Daniel did and stand on the Word of God! God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men! He’s in charge! He gives them to anyone He wishes, and He can raise them up and take them down! He can change their mind, He can change their heart! What are you worried about! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t know who God is! Our job as Christians, is to not just stand up and declare God’s Kingdom but His righteousness and when a people or nation or president of whoever becomes unrighteous, we have to speak up! Otherwise evil will triumph! And lest you think men are the only ones capable of doing this, think again. This girl wasn’t afraid to speak what needed to be spoken with boldness.

	 

	[image: Image result for tomi lahren]Tomi Lahren of OAN Reports: “Four United States Marines are now dead. Climate change didn’t kill them, lack of free community college didn’t kill them, the income gap, wage equality, nope, none of those things either. Free marriage, white racism, nope, not that either. So, what did? President Obama, if you won’t say it, I will. Radical Islam. This is not a work place violence, this is a criminal act with motives unknown, this is terrorism. The suspected shooter, Mohammed Abulizees, a devout Muslim. Do I care if he seemed like an all-American young man? Do I care if he was good at mixed martial arts or a smart quiet guy? Do I care if his high school friends wouldn’t classify him as overly religious? 

	No, I don’t give a flying, you know what, about any of that. Was he linked to Isis or al-Qaeda or Hamas or any other 15 plus off shoot terrorist groups? Does it matter? I’m sorry but radical Islam is becoming the rule and not the exception, yesterdays moderate is todays terrorist.

	 

	I care that they killed four of our United States Marines and I care that our Commander and Chief is more concerned with Muslim sensitivity than the honor and sacrifice made by these marines. This is the 21st time our military men and women have been attacked here at home. This is not a Middle East problem. This is an American problem and I’m sorry, but I can’t sit here and let this go. Not anymore! I come from a family of Marines. My grandpa was a WWII paratrooper, my uncle a Vietnam purple heart recipient, my cousins, both marine corps officers, I have some very close Navy Seal connections, as well, in fact someone very close to my heart is deployed to the Middle East right now, but the sad thing is I was telling him last night,

	 

	I think you are safer over there than you would be right here in the United States of America. I’ve had it with this failed strategy that is half way, half baked, tip toe, be friendly to these jihadists’ mentality pushed by this administration. Be a leader, somewhat. They, the radical Islamists have brought the fight right here to the red white and blue and it’s about time to bring it to them full force. Let’s show them what the United States of America looks like up close and personal. Show them what a B-1 bomber looks like flying overhead. Show them who they are messing with.  Put the fear of God in their desert. Because clearly our lack of strategy isn’t working!”4

	 

	Wow! Now that’s a woman! I hope she’s still single when Billy gets of age! But seriously folks, that takes guts and that’s the kind of courage we need if evil is no longer going to triumph in our country, let alone around the world! We, good people, have to speak up and speak out like that lady and that Congressman! Here’s the good news! You can, if you understand our passage in Daniel! God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men! He’s in charge! He gives them to anyone He wishes, and He can raise them up and take them down! He can change their minds, He can change their hearts! What are you worried about! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t know who God is! Don’t you understand His Kingdom and His righteousness? He is in control of all things including the governments! So much so that even the governments today, who have the audacity to try to overthrow God’s authority and establish an antichrist kingdom, that God, in the Bible, says is actually laughing at them! I didn’t say that, He did!

	Psalm 2:1-6 “Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One. Let us break their chains, they say, and throw off their fetters. The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. Then He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them in His wrath, saying, I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill.”  

	 

	In other words, God’s the one who is in charge, people! And so, here’s the point. I don’t know about you, but I’d say whoever can control all the wicked governments on the whole planet, and even laugh at their attempts to usurp His authority, I’d day He could probably handle anything that comes our way, how about you? And that would include all our problems that try to usurp our peace, wouldn’t it? Uh huh! ISIS is going to do what? HA HA! Obama did what? HAH HA! Don’t you guys get it, who’s really in charge here! And we belong to him! That’s why Jesus says, “Stop worrying! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who God is!” Don’t you understand His Kingdom and His Righteousness? He is in control of all things people and when you seek that out, when you understand that, you don’t ever have to worry about anything whatsoever, at all times, ever! Isn’t that great news? Oh, but that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd thing we need to understand about God’s Kingdom if we’re going to stop worrying and receive His peace is that He has the Ability to Do All Things.

	 

	Before we proceed, let me clarify one thing. You see, there are some things God cannot do. For instance, God cannot lie, He cannot learn, He cannot sin. What I’m talking about is this, when it comes to Him doing all things, it is in reference to His power and ability to take care of our needs. In other words, there’s nothing too big for Him to do in meeting our needs. Believe it or not, this is the same lesson Moses had to learn.

	 

	Numbers 11:18-23 “Tell the people: Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The LORD heard you when you wailed, If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt! Now the LORD will give you meat, and you will eat it. You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, but for a whole month until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it-because you have rejected the LORD, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, Why did we ever leave Egypt? But Moses said, Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, I will give them meat to eat for a whole month! Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them? The LORD answered Moses, Is the LORD’s arm too short? You will now see whether or not what I say will come true for you.” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, Moses was having a little attitude problem, wasn’t he? Even though God told him He was going to take care of the problem, and that there was nothing to worry about, what’d Moses do? He got caught up with the sin just like everybody else and he started to whine, he started to complain, he began to worry about his circumstances even though he didn’t have to, right? Why? Because he forgot who God is! He too needed to be reminded of His Kingdom and His righteousness. That God’s arm is not too short in meeting our needs! Are you kidding me? Hello! He’s God! He has the ability to do all things and He can meet any need, at any time, in any place, just like that! Therefore, let’s remind ourselves of just how much God can do, whatever He wants to do, and when He wants to do it! Let’s take a look.

	 

	Matthew 19:26 “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

	 

	Genesis 18:4 “Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son.” 

	 

	Isaiah 59:1 “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor His ear too dull to hear.” 

	 

	Jeremiah 32:17 “Ah Lord GOD! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.” 

	 

	Jeremiah 32:27 “I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?” 

	 

	Job 42:2 “I know that You can do all things; no plan of Yours can be thwarted.” 

	 

	2 Kings 3:17-18 “For this is what the LORD says: You will see neither wind nor rain, yet this valley will be filled with water, and you, your cattle and your other animals will drink. This is an easy thing in the eyes of the LORD; he will also hand Moab over to you.” 

	 

	Let me explain that last text there. The Israelites were getting a little low on provisions and so they began to freak out thinking that they were not only going to die of thirst, but they were going to get slaughtered by the Moabites. So, Elisha the prophet steps in and basically tells them to get a clue who your God is! He’s not only going to fill a whole valley full of water, so they drink, but He’s also going to take care of your enemies as well. Why? Because God can do all things! And the point is that He could not only do it, but it was easy for Him to do it! There is no need too great for Him! When we seek that out, when we understand that, we will not only receive His peace, but His provision as well, like this lady found out.

	 

	“It was the summer of 2002 and it was a bittersweet time for my three young children and me. We had just moved, and needless to say, we were struggling financially. One afternoon after picking my two youngest kids up from school my 7-year old son asked if we could have pizza for supper. My heart broke a little when I replied that we couldn’t afford pizza. 

	 

	But my 9-year old daughter spoke up and told my son that if he really wanted pizza, he should just pray for it because God could afford it.

	 

	So, my son proceeded to lift his little request up to God, with all of the faith a child has. And for a split second, I envied his childlike faith and wondered at what point in my life I lost the ability to just believe.

	 

	Also, during the course of his prayer, my son reminded me that we were out of toilet paper, so he prayed, ‘God, could You also get us some toilet paper?’

	 

	‘I was slightly embarrassed that he would ask our Creator, the Lord of Heaven and earth, for such a thing but I just let him pray.’

	 

	Well, the rest of the afternoon was uneventful but about 4:45 the doorbell rang, and my two youngest children went to look through the window to see who it was. Fully expecting them to tell me it was one of their friends, I was not in any way prepared for what came next.

	 

	My son yelled out, ‘MOM! The pizza dude’s here!’ ‘The who?’ I asked. As I made my way to the front door in a state of confusion, my son came running through the house shouting, ‘It’s an angel! God sent an angel to bring us pizza!’

	 

	So, I went to the door to clear up the confusion as I was sure this ‘pizza dude’ was at the wrong house. I was also worried about the disappointment my son would feel when this delivery boy realized he was at the wrong house.

	[image: Image result for pizza delivery boy]

	So, I greeted the pizza boy and explained we hadn’t ordered pizza. To which the delivery boy replied, ‘I know ma’am. Someone called the order in and paid for it with a credit card and we were asked to deliver to you around 5:00pm.

	 

	‘I must have been quite a sight standing there with my two daughters and our mouths hanging open in total disbelief and my son standing behind us saying, ‘See, I told you God sends angels to deliver pizza!’

	 

	The delivery boy handed me 4 large pizzas and I carried our feast into the kitchen still in shock. I spent the rest of the evening trying to absorb what had just happened.

	 

	And just as I was pondering these things my son yelled from the garage, ‘Mom! I was looking through this box and guess what I found! Four rolls of Charmin toilet paper!’

	 

	Well, apparently, I had packed the toilet paper in that box some 3-years ago from one of our previous moves. So, I just broke down and cried thanking God for the miracles he had showered over us that day.

	 

	That summer of 2002 turned out to be one of the best of my life. I learned to “simply believe” no matter what life looks like. Why? Because God is good and yes, He does send angels to deliver pizza.”

	 

	In other words, stop worrying, oh ye of little faith, and just believe. People of God, when are we going to stop acting like that lady, as Christian adults, and start becoming little children again like her son? In other words, people who know automatically who their God is. There is no need too big for Him. There is no challenge He cannot overcome. He’s God! And if He has to send angels to deliver pizza, He’ll do it. Why? Because haven’t you heard? Don’t you understand? Do you have a Misplaced Understanding? Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well. God is in control of all things, and God can do all things. And when we get back this proper Biblical understanding of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, we’ll experience the peace of God that passes all understanding, or as Jesus says, a life without worry. That’s when we start experiencing God’s peace and leading many souls to Jesus, seeking that same peace as well, amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Nineteen

	————————————

	A Misplaced Understanding

	
Part 3

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“The year was 1555, on this day this Christian man was sentenced to death. Why? Because according to the authorities of his day, this man had the audacity to not accept the Pope as the ultimate authority on the earth. And so, he was burned at the stake.

	 

	Not much is known about his earlier life, but in 1519 he graduated from Oxford and later even became a monk. And even though he started out under the false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, as he began to read the Bible for himself, he not only saved himself, but he was utterly shocked at his fellow colleague’s lack of Biblical understanding. 

	 

	Fewer than half could even say the Ten Commandments, and some couldn’t even repeat the Lord’s Prayer. So, he not only refused to take part any longer in the false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, but he became a champion, overnight, of the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.

	 

	Faith alone in Him for the salvation of our souls. And so how was this man rewarded for being a faithful teacher of God’s truth? Hey, that’s right! He was first confined to his house, then he was sent to prison, and then he was condemned to die at the stake, another victim of the Bloody Mary regime.

	 

	After this man forgave the men who made the fire, it was lit, but the fire builder had used green wood, and even when it finally caught, the wind blew the flames away from him. A second fire was lit, but it only burned low, not flaring up as it should have. Then a third fire was lit but even that didn’t do much good because of the wind.

	 

	When this man’s mouth was black, and his tongue swollen, his lips continued to move until they shrank to the gums. He knocked on his breast with his hands until one of his arms fell off. In fact, he was in the fire for over forty-five minutes, suffering patiently even when the lower part of his body burned off and his intestines spilled out. 

	 

	But it was this man’s writings that had a profound influence upon another group of Christians. In fact, so much so, that they eventually decided to form their own country where they could have true freedom in Jesus Christ. The Christians were called the Puritans, and the man’s name was John Hooper.”1
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	I don’t know about you, but I’d say John Hooper had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say that he was experiencing God’s peace. But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Hooper is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Hooper get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s peace.” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life like John Hooper had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Hooper had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The last twelve times we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the last two times we saw the 6th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is By Having a Misplaced Understanding.

	 

	There we saw that even though the Bible tells us to seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness in order to live a life without worry, i.e. enjoy His peace that He’s already given to us, we don’t even know who this God is that we’re supposed to seek in the first place! We have a Misplaced Understanding! Therefore, we sought to get a Biblical understanding of God’s Kingdom and there we saw that God Controls All Things, be it the Wild Animals, the Weather, the Wide Expanse of the Universe, and even the Wicked Governments. It also means He even has the Ability to Do All Things when it comes to meeting our provision. In other words, He can meet any need He wants, at any time, and any place, just like that! Even angels delivering pizza! So, the point is, when we seek that out, when we understand this, we experience the peace of God that He’s already given to us, or as Jesus says, a life without worry, not only today, but even tomorrow, and the many other tomorrows God gives you! But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 3rd thing we need to understand about God’s Kingdom and His righteousness if we’re going to stop worrying and receive His peace that He’s already given to us is that God Orders All Things. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	1 John 3:16-20 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down His life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. This then is how we know that we belong to the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in His presence whenever our hearts condemn us. For God is greater than our hearts, and He knows everything.” 

	Now according to our text, we see the amazing truth that God doesn’t just know some things or a few things or even most things, but what? Hello! God knows everything, right? And just to make sure we realize that God doesn’t just know all things, but He does indeed order all things, let’s take a look at just a few passages that teach just that.

	 

	Job 12:23-24 “He makes nations great, and destroys them; He enlarges nations, and disperses them. He deprives the leaders of the earth of their reason; He sends them wandering through a trackless waste.” 

	 

	Job 2:6 “The LORD said to satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life.” 

	 

	Job 2:10 “He replied, you are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble? In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.” 

	 

	Proverbs 16:1 “To man, belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue.” 

	 

	
		
				Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps.” 

		

	

	 

	Proverbs 16:33 “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.” 

	 

	Proverbs 19:21 “Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the Lord's purpose that prevails.” 

	 

	Proverbs 20:24 “A man's steps are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone understand his own way?” 

	 

	Proverbs 21:1,30 “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD; He directs it like a watercourse wherever He pleases. There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord.” 

	 

	Psalms 139:1-4 “O Lord, You have searched me, and You know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; You perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; You are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue You know it completely, O Lord.” 

	Lamentations 3:37-38 “Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not decreed it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both calamities and good things come?” 

	 

	Daniel 1:9 “Now God had caused the official to show favor and sympathy to Daniel.” 

	 

	Daniel 2:21 “He changes times and seasons; He sets up kings and deposes them.” 

	 

	Acts 17:6 “From one man He made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.” 

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say God is clearly the One who’s ordering all things, how about you? Hello! There’s nothing willy-nilly going on in life. There’re no accidents! He clearly orders all things, right? Therefore, the logical conclusion is that there’s no such thing as chance, right? I mean, how could there be, when God knows all things and is ordering all things, right? So, here’s the point. Until we understand this aspect of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, that He orders all things, we’re going to be stuck doing what Jesus says we don’t have to do, i.e. living a life of worry! Why? Because stop and think about it. It’s one thing to have problems in life, but what makes it even worse, what pours salt on the wound so to speak, is to think that there’s no rhyme or reason to our problems, right? Or in other words, that it’s all by chance. But people, this is the great news. The Bible says there is no such thing as chance because God is ordering all things, which means that everything we go through in life, right down to the most intimate details must serve a wise and godly purpose. And it’s in knowing this that it not only helps us make it through our problems, but it helps us from creating even more problems on top of our problems! How many of you would love to live a life like that? Uh huh! I think we all would. 

	 

	Therefore, if we’re going to avoid creating unnecessary problems in life then the 1st thing we need to understand is that It’s Not By Chance Where You Work.

	 

	Acts 15:18 “Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the world.” 

	 

	Now according to our text, God not only knows all things, but He knows everything that would ever happen from the beginning of the world, right? So, if God knew all the works that He was going to do from the beginning of the world, then don’t you think He knows where we would work? Therefore, there must be a wise godly reason for working where we do, right? But here’s our problem. Because we think it’s by chance that we work where we do, our priorities get all messed up and we think our main reason for being at work is just to get a paycheck. And so, when something happens, we don’t like our employer or employees and since it’s all just about money, we get upset, we worry, we get anxious, and start creating problems on top of our problems, don’t we? But people, it’s not by chance that you work where you do, and it’s not just about money.

	 

	The 1st wise godly reason why God has you working there is for a Mission Field. 

	 

	[image: Indiana contractors Aaron Gray and Josh Arnett went viral when they recorded themselves singing "How Great Thou Art" with a pastor, and uploaded the video to YouTube]      So, if you work with non-Christians, then guess why God put you there? To share the love of Jesus with them so they can be saved. That’s pretty obvious, right? But we don’t think like that, because we’re still thinking paycheck, and then to make matters worse, even when we do realize that our workplace is a mission field, we shoot ourselves in the foot thinking we can’t witness. We assume it has to be some big giant sermon like Pastor Billy does, or some big giant theological treatise on some skeptical question, when the whole time it could be something as singing a song like these guys did.

	 

	The video begins with three guys that are construction workers. One says, “One of our co-workers, we over heard him singing a part, so we thought we would call this guy in and sing. Would you like to hear our three-part harmony? Paul, you come on in here. This guy is Paul and he’s a pastor. We are contractors and we are singers.

	 

	We are called the singing contractors and we are going to sing a song that has been requested. ‘How Great Thou Art.’ They then proceed to sing, ‘Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee. How Great Thou Art. How Great Thou Art.’ They sang the first chorus of the song and it was beautiful.2

	 

	Wow! Now folks, how many of you would say, that’s a pretty cool way to witness at your work? See? It doesn’t have to be a sermon or some theological treatise, just use what you got, even a song for Jesus. But you need to acknowledge, your workplace is a mission field and you need to do something! But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd wise godly reason God has you working where you are as a Training Ground.

	 

	Hey, if you study the Bible and want it to move from your head to you heart then guess what needs to happen? You need some sort of training ground, some place to put it into practice, right? And so what better place to learn how to love like Jesus, then in a workplace full of people who don’t love Jesus, right? 

	[image: Image]

	Do you see the wisdom of God? Do you see His godly purpose? People, it’s not by chance where you work. It’s by the Creator of the universe. He’s ordering it! And once you see that, once you understand why He’s got you there, then your work is no longer just a paycheck, it has just become a powerful ministry! So as Jesus says, “Stop worrying! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who God is!” But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd thing we need to understand if we’re going to stop worrying and avoid creating unnecessary problems in life is that It’s Not By Chance Where You Live.

	 

	Matthew 10:29-30 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered!” 

	[image: Image]      Now according to our text here, God not only knows all things, but He knows everything about us even to the point of every hair on our head. They’re all numbered by Him! And granted for some of us that’s a bigger feat than others. But I’m not going there again with the bald issue because I don’t know about you guys but last week, I was chased by 14 bears on the way home after service! But seriously, here’s the point. If God knows every hair on our head, then don’t you think He knows every place we’d ever live? Therefore, there must be a wise godly reason for living where we do, right? Exactly! But here’s our problem.

	Because we think it’s by chance that we live where we do our priorities get all messed up and we think our main reason for living where we do is just to have a place to relax. And so, when something happens with our home or neighbors that we don’t like and since it’s all just about my own comfort, we get upset, we worry, we get anxious, and start creating problems on top of our problems, don’t we? But people, it’s not by chance you live where you do, and it’s not just about your own comfort.

	 

	The 1st wise godly reason why God has you living where you do is for a Mission Field.

	So, if you live next to non-Christians, then guess why God put you there? To share the love of Jesus with them so they can be saved. Hey, that’s pretty obvious, isn’t it? But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd wise reason why God has you living where you do as a Training Ground. 

	

	Hey, if you want to become a doer of the Word and not just a hearer of the Word, then guess what needs to happen? Hey that’s right! You need some sort of training ground, some place to put it into practice, right? And so what better place to learn how to love like Jesus then in a neighborhood full of people who don’t love Jesus, right? Do you see the wisdom of God? Do you see His Godly purpose? It’s not by chance where you live. It’s by the Creator of the universe. He’s ordering it! And once you start seeing the wise godly reasons why He’s got you there, then your home is no longer just a place to relax, it’s just become a powerful ministry! Therefore, as Jesus says, “Stop worrying! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who God is!” But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 3rd thing we need to understand if we’re going to stop worrying and avoid creating unnecessary problems in life is that It’s Not By Chance Who You Married.

	 

	Psalm 139:16 “But with your own eyes you saw my body being formed. Even before I was born, you had written in your book everything I would do.” 

	 

	Now according to our text here, God not only knows all things, but He knows everything we’ve ever done before we even did it! Isn’t that wild? And so, the point is this. If God knows everything we would ever do, then don’t you think He knows to whom we’d say, “I do” to? Therefore, there must be a wise godly reason for marrying the person we married, right? Of course! But here’s our problem. Because we think it’s by chance, we married who we did, our priorities get all messed up and we think our main reason for getting married was just to have a person to enjoy. And so, when something happens with our spouse or spouse’s family that we don’t like and since it’s all just about my enjoyment, we get upset, we worry, we get anxious, and start creating problems on top of our problems, don’t we? Like this couple did:

	 

	A young couple had finally decided to get married, but as the big day approached, they grew very apprehensive. You see, each one had a problem that they had never shared with anyone before, not even each other.

	 

	The groom-to-be, overcoming his fear, decided to ask his father for advice. 

	 

	‘Father,’ he said, ‘I am deeply concerned about the success of my marriage. I love my fiancée, very much, but you see, I have very smelly feet, and I'm afraid that my future wife will be put off by them.’

	 

	‘No problem,’ said Dad, ‘all you have to do is wash your feet as often as possible, and always wear socks, even to bed.’

	 

	Well, to the groom this seemed to be a pretty good solution.

	 

	Meanwhile, the bride-to-be, overcoming her fear, decided to take her problem up to her mom. ‘Mom,’ she said, ‘When I wake up in the morning my breath is truly awful.’

	 

	‘Honey,’ her mother consoled, ‘everyone has bad breath in the morning.’ 

	 

	‘No, you don't understand. My morning breath is so bad, I'm afraid that my new husband will not want to sleep in the same room with me.’

	[image: Image]

	So, her mother simply said, ‘Try this. In the morning, get straight out of bed, and head for the bathroom and brush your teeth. The key is, not to say a word until you've brushed your teeth. Not a word,’ her mother affirmed. 

	 

	Well, the bride thought this was a pretty good plan and decided to give it a try.

	 

	So, the loving couple were finally married in a beautiful ceremony. Not forgetting the advice each had received, he with his perpetual socks and she with her morning silence, they managed quite well. That is, until about six months later.

	 

	Shortly before dawn, the husband wakes with a start to find that one of his socks had come off. So fearful of the consequences, he starts frantically searching the bed.

	 

	But this, of course, woke up his bride and without thinking, she immediately asks, ‘What on earth are you doing?’

	 

	And the husband gasped in shock, ‘Oh, no! You've swallowed my sock!’

	 

	[image: Image result for george younce]      Now, how many of you would say that couple was headed for some serious upheaval in their marriage? Uh huh! Big time! AND was it because of who they married or what they were doing in their marriage? What they were doing, right? And so it is with us! We assume we married the wrong person because we’re having tough times when the whole time it might be our own fault. It has nothing to do with that other person, it has to do with how we’re doing marriage. We need to learn to do marriage God’s way and be honest and open and be blessed. All marriages are going to have troubles, but most of the problems come from not who we married but how we both do marriage. And even then, you’re still going to have troubles. Given enough time, your bodies are going to change, and here comes a whole new set of problems, like this guy shares.

	 

	“We got married last Friday. My girl was right there beside me. Our friends were all gone, we were alone, side by side. We were so happily wed when, she got ready for bed then, her teeth and her hair she placed in a chair, side by side. 

	 

	One glass eye so tiny. One hearing aid so small. Then she took one leg off and placed it on the chair by the wall. I stood there broken hearted, most of my girl had departed. I slept on the chair, there was more of her there, side by side.”3

	 

	Now, I’m not going to ask for a show of hands for how many of you can identify with that guy’s challenges, but the point is, all marriages are going to have their problems, be they stinky feet, or no teeth. Welcome to life. Young, old, all marriages have their challenges and it is all part of life, not because you married the wrong person! The Scripture is clear! It’s not by chance you got married to who you did, and it’s not just about your own personal enjoyment.

	 

	The 1st wise godly reason why God has you married to your spouse is for a Mission Field.

	 

	Now before I go any further, let me set the record straight. I am not saying that it’s okay for a Christian to marry a non-Christian. The Bible clearly warns about a Christian marrying a non-Christian. Why? Because it’s like oil and water, the two don’t mix and therefore sooner or later you are headed for trouble. But here’s my point. Sometimes, two unsaved people can get married and later one of them does get saved. So, guess what God wants the saved spouse to do? Hey that’s right! To share the love of Jesus with your spouse so they can be saved too. Or if both spouses are saved, then guess what God wants both of them to do? Hey, that’s right. To share the love of Jesus with their unsaved families. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd wise godly reason why God has you married to your spouse is as a Training Ground. 

	 

	Hey, if you want to move from being a carnal Christian to a spiritual Christian then guess what needs to happen? You need some sort of training ground, some place to put it into practice, right? And so what better place to learn how to deal with the sin nature, then with a spouse who also has a sin nature, right? Do you see the wisdom of God? He puts two sinners together, so they can act as a mirror to each other and expose the problems that need to be worked on. Or as one guy says, “If the pope ever got married, he’d find out real fast that he’s not infallible after all,” right? Why? Because once you get married, you find out real fast that you’re not as cool as you thought you were, and your spouse is there to remind you of that, right? Marriage has a tendency to bring out not only the best in you but the worst in you! How many have learned that one? By nature of being married, sooner or later your spouse is going to expose some problems you never knew you had unless you married the exact person you did. Once we understand this, we’re finally on our way to experiencing not the worst marriage life has to offer, but the best. People, it’s not by chance you married who you did or even into the family you did. It’s by the Creator of the universe. He’s ordering your steps. Once you start seeing the wise, godly reasons why He has you married to your spouse, then your marriage is no longer just about personal enjoyment, it has just become a powerful ministry! Therefore, as Jesus says, “Stop worrying! Stop acting like a pagan who doesn’t understand who God is!” Oh, but that’s not all. 

	 

	The 4th thing we need to remind ourselves if we’re going to stop worrying and avoid creating unnecessary problems in life is that It’s Not By Chance When You Die.

	 

	Job 14:5 “You have decided the length of our lives. You know how many months we will live, and we are not given a minute longer.” 

	 

	Now according to our text here, God not only knows all things, but He even knows everything about us even to the point of the exact day when we die, right? Of course! He’s the Author of life! And since we have such a hard time believing this, I want to prove it to you with a recent video I came across. And what we’re going to see is how God not only clearly revealed to this Christian man that he was going to die just prior to his death, but God was also gracious to him and allowed him to make wise preparations for his family needs after his death. You tell me God doesn’t order all things, even when we die! Let’s take a look.

	 

	Two days after Eric Jacobs died in a plane crash, his wife opened their fireproof safe to get Eric’s will. Lying on top of the will was a disc labeled “Eric’s Last Words.” This is what was on the disc. “Hello everybody, if you are watching this something has happily happened to me. I had this dream last night, this morning, just a few minutes ago that I died early, and I didn’t know how to take it, so I had all these instructions going through my mind and what I would say, like on my last day of living. 

	 

	I don’t know if this is God’s way of saying, record this and it was divinely inspired or if I’m just paranoid or what. So, I wanted to record my thoughts while I had them.” His widow, Heather Jacobs tell us, “I could remember this vague memory in the middle of the night Eric was getting back in bed and I just rolled over and he gave me a hug and it woke me up. I asked him, ‘Where have you been?’ Because I realized he was gone. 

	 

	And he said, ‘Oh, I was making a video. I had this terrible dream that I died.’ It didn’t enter my mind at all when he died that I should go look at the video, I forgot about it. So, when I found it and pulled it out and sat down right away to watch it.” The video played. He said, “You mean so much to me. You are in a close second to God. I want you all to know that I am in a really good place right now. I thought my life was going to be a lot longer, but it wasn’t. This is God’s perfect will. I don’t mean to cry but this is hard.”  

	 

	Heather then says, “The gist of the video was to give a lot of instruction of what he would like to happen with both myself and the kids if something happened to him. It had, of course, a lot of Christian instruction as well in there.” Then the video shows him talking again, “Ok, Heather, this is tough, but I need to tell you that I don’t expect you and I don’t want you to be single, raising these boys is way too tough. Your job is you choose to accept it, no you can’t choose this, I want you to remarry. I’m not crying out of jealousy but I’m crying because I am thinking about being gone from you. I love you so much! 

	 

	[image: 2]At the time I am recording this I don’t know if the kid is a boy or a girl, but whatever it is, which is probably a boy, they need a father. You need to remarry.” Then Heather comments, “Probably what bothers me the most is how many times he does mention that I should remarry. I think it was about 7 or 8 times. It was so hard to hear that because this was coming from the person that was the love of my life and was taken from me. To hear him say for me to move on, to think about moving on was just very hard.” He then is saying to her, “This is for the boys. I don’t know if I can do this part. Brayden, I need you to be the vessel leader of this family. 

	 

	Justin, I need you also to grow up to be a leader of this family. I need you to take care of your smaller brothers. Keep them together. I need you to look after Mom. When she finds you a new father, I need you to love him like you love me. God decided it was my time and that’s ok. I don’t want you guys to hate God. Remember it was just my time to go. I’m ok with that. I guess it was God’s will. I need all of you to remember to pray and pray often. 

	 

	Don’t pray for me, I’m in a good place. I need you to pray for the people who don’t know God. I need you to pray that they may come to know the Lord.”  Then she comments, “Then he went to bed, got up early to go to work and never came back home. It was very hard for anyone to deal with. So, I think this video has given us closure and has given us some peace.”4

	 

	It has given them what? Knowing that her husband’s death was not by chance, but it was simply God’s ordered time to go, there was peace in that family with his death. Why? Because God showed them in a profound way what the Bible tells us. God has determined the length of our lives and we are not given a moment longer. And when we realize this, when we understand this aspect of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, we can enjoy His peace, that He’s already given to us, even with the death of a loved one. Nothing’s by chance folks! Not where you work, not where you live, not who you marry, and not even when you die! When we get back this proper Biblical understanding of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, we’ll experience the peace of God that passes all understanding, or as Jesus says, a life without worry. That’s when we experience God’s peace and then leading many souls to Jesus, seeking that same peace as well, amen? Let’s be that Church. Let’s be those people!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twenty

	————————————

	A Misplaced Understanding

	Part 4

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“Even though he was a man of peace and desired for all men and women to have religious freedom in Jesus Christ, this man was condemned to die.

	 

	He was born in 1503 and later went to Cambridge as a young man where he became proficient in Latin, Greek, and Mathematics. 

	 

	And as his knowledge grew, including his knowledge of the Bible, he began to hang out with the so-called “Bad Guys” of the day, the Protestant Reformers, including the likes of William Tyndale. In fact, this man even helped William Tyndale finish his English Bible Translation.

	 

	His heart ached for the people of England who did not understand who God was and how to come to Him alone through Jesus Christ, so he wanted to be a part of the solution not the problem.

	 

	So much so that he became the first Protestant Reformer to actually put into writing exposing two critical false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.

	 

	One was Purgatory, or the mythical place where people supposedly die and go purge themselves of their own sins through their own suffering instead of the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

	The other false teaching was Transubstantiation, or the belief that the elements of Communion, the bread and the wine, actually turn into the actual body and blood of Jesus instead of merely being symbolic.

	 

	[image:  The burning of John Frith ]Well, that was it! Soon this man was arrested and put into prison and chained like an animal where he was told to recant. But sticking only to the Word of God, he was deemed a heretic and burned alive with another man, whom he encouraged to trust in Christ, on July 4th, 1533.

	 

	But it was this man’s writings that God would use to light yet another fire under the Protestant Reformation to encourage others to continue to expose even more false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church that kept people from knowing God and how to come to Him alone through Jesus Christ.

	 

	The very thing this man desired. The man’s name was John Frith.1

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say John Frith had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say he was experiencing God’s peace. But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Frith is. Most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Frith get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s peace!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life like John Frith had, is available to every single Christian! That’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Frith had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Day is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	The next thirteen times we saw the 2nd key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	The last three times we saw the 6th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Understanding.

	 

	There we saw that even though the Bible tells us to seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness in order to live a life without worry, i.e. enjoy His peace that He’s already given to us, the problem is, we don’t even know who this God is we are supposed to seek in the first place! We have a Misplaced Understanding! Therefore, we sought to get a Biblical understanding of God’s Kingdom and we saw that God controls all things, be it the wild animals, the weather, the wide expanse of the universe, the wicked governments and it also means He has the ability to do all things when it comes to meeting our provisions, in that He can meet any need He wants, at any time, and any place, just like that! Even having angels deliver pizza! Last time we saw it also means He knows all things and orders all things which means there’s no such thing as chance not where you work, where you live, who you marry, or even when you die. So, the point is, when we seek that out, when we understand this, we experience the peace of God that He’s already given to us, or as Jesus says, live a life without worry, not only today, but tomorrow and as many other tomorrows God gives you! But that’s still not all.

	 

	The 4th thing we need to understand about God’s Kingdom and His righteousness if we’re going to stop worrying and receive His peace is that God Makes Good of All Things. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Matthew 19:16-22 “Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life? Why do you ask me about what is good?’ Jesus replied, ‘There is only one who is good.’ If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.’ ‘Which ones?’ the man inquired. Jesus replied, ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.’ ‘All these I have kept,’ the young man said. ‘What do I still lack?’ Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.’ When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.” 

	 

	That was his idol. But folks, according to our text, we not only see that no one is good, no not one, as Paul says in Romans, and therefore not worthy to get into Heaven by themselves, and this is what Jesus is pointing out to this man via the Ten Commandments. But notice also how Jesus points out that there is only one who is Good and that’s who? GOD, right? And believe it or not, that’s just the tip of the iceberg of all the passages that speak of God’s goodness and man’s inability to get into heaven alone. It’s almost like God is trying to drill this into our heads! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. I’m going to share with you just a few verses just in the Book of Psalms, about God being incredibly Good! He is goodness itself! Let’s take a look.

	 

	Psalm 25:7 “Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to Your love remember me, for You, LORD, are good.” 

	 

	Psalm 25:8 “Good and upright is the LORD; therefore, He instructs sinners in His ways.” 

	
Psalm 27:13 “I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.” 

	Psalm 34:8 “Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.” 

	 

	Psalm 52:9 “For what You have done I will always praise You in the presence of Your faithful people. And I will hope in Your Name, for Your Name is good.” 

	 

	Psalm 86:5 “You, LORD, are forgiving and good, abounding in love to all who call to You.” 

	 

	Psalm 100:5 “For the LORD is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations.” 

	 

	Psalm 106:1 “Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever.”  

	 

	Psalm 119:68 “You are good, and what You do is good; teach me Your decrees.” 

	 

	Psalm 135:3 “Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing praise to His Name, for that is pleasant.” 

	 

	Psalm 145:7 “They celebrate Your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of Your righteousness.” 

	 

	Psalm 145:9 “The LORD is good to all; He has compassion on all He has made.”  

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’m starting to get the impression that the Bible is saying that God is good, how about you? Slightly! In fact, so much so, that that means that all things and everything that God ever does must also be good, right? Of course! It has to be! Otherwise He wouldn’t be a Good God, right? Exactly! And so, here’s the point. It’s in understanding this aspect of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, that I believe is why the Apostle Paul could make this amazing statement that frankly we take for granted to our own detriment.

	 

	Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” 

	 

	Why? Because God is good and that means that everything He ever does, also has to be good, otherwise He wouldn’t be a good God, right? In fact, the literal Greek says, “And we know with an absolute knowledge that all things are working together resulting in good.” Paul is saying that there should be absolutely no doubt whatsoever in the Christian’s life about this particular aspect of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, that He is good and that He works all things out for good. To help drill this into our heads, it’s time once again for the pancake analogy. And so, it is with God! He allows a cube of butter, some circumstance we may not like, or understand and we say, “Yuck! I'm not going to eat that. What are you doing!” Then later He allows two cups of flour to enter our life and we say, “That’s gross! Are you trying to make me sick?” And on and on it goes! Because we are focused on one ingredient of life, we cannot fathom how in the world this is working towards our benefit. How can this be good! But people, what does the Bible say? God is good! And He works all things together for good. And if you would just trust Him and be patient and let Him to finish stirring it altogether, you’ll see that. You need to keep the big picture in mind, like Corrie ten Boom shares.

	[image: C8ACC541]

	“Corrie ten Boom often showed a piece of embroidery to her audiences. She would hold up the piece of cloth, first showing the beauty of the embroidered side, with all the threads forming a beautiful picture.

	 

	This she described as the plan God has for our lives. 

	 

	Then she would flip it over to show the tangled, confused underside, illustrating how we view our lives from a human standpoint.”2 

	 

	God wants us to trust Him and believe that He really is making us a tasty pancake out of life. He really is weaving a beautiful tapestry out of all the events of our lives. Why? Because He’s good and only does good. And yet this is precisely our problem. We don’t seem to have this absolute knowledge of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, that He is good, and He works all things out for good. Are you kidding me? Rather instead, here’s what we do. We either downplay it, or act like it doesn’t apply to all situations. Excuse me? What did we just read? All things work together for good! All means all people! And so, here’s the point. When we forsake this wonderful truth, this aspect of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, that He is good and all that He does is good, we create self-inflicted torture, i.e. a life full of worry! Instead of receiving this great awesome news, we doubt and waver and even question God’s goodness by saying something that came from His hand was bad! Excuse me? How can it be? The Bible says God is good! First of all, I’m not saying that some of the things we go through in life aren’t bad in the effect, that they are unpleasant or painful. I’m not saying that. As we saw earlier in our study, Lamentations said that God orders all things both calamities and good things, i.e. things that are unpleasant. But rather what I’m saying is thinking that God is doing something to us, even in our calamities, the hard times, that are “bad for us.” That cannot be true! This is a denial of His goodness, His righteousness. Rather, what we need to do is what Paul says to do. We need to come to a settled conclusion with an absolute knowledge that God is not just good, but that He is so good that He can make good out of all things, even the bad behavior of others. Don’t believe me? Just ask Joseph. What happened to him? You talk about a calamity! His brothers tried to kill him, they sold him into slavery, they lied about him to their father, he was falsely accused of rape, he was sent to prison, he helped a guy in prison who left him there to rot, and then one day his brothers show up and have the audacity to ask for something, a favor from him? And what does he say? Let’s take a look.

	 

	Genesis 50:20-21 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children. And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.” 

	 

	In other words, he was at peace even after all the calamities his brothers and other people had put him through, that God allowed. Why? Because apparently, he had a good understanding of the goodness of God, right? Therefore, if we’re going to enjoy God’s peace in the midst of our calamities by appreciating God’s goodness, we better get one of these translators like this guy’s got. Check it out, this is awesome!

	 

	The wife is sitting on the couch. Her husband walks behind the couch carrying his golf clubs and she looks up and asks, “Hey, are you golfing today?” He answers, “Yeah.” She says, “It’s the second time this week!” Then he replies, “But you said it was fine.” Then she throws her magazine down and says, “It is fine! It’s perfectly fine!” Then she gets up and walks into the other room. The Announcer: “Are you confused about female behavior?” 

	 

	The husband is standing there looking totally lost as to what just happened. Announcer: Would you like a translator to understand what she means?” He shakes his head yes. Announcer: “Well you’re in luck. Introducing the ‘Manslator’. On the screen you see a monitor with numbers, symbols, and the word in big letters, Manslator. “A revolutionary device that translates woman language into simple man words. Finally, the way to know what she means.” 

	 

	The next scene is where the wife is sitting on the couch working on her computer. Her husband passes behind the couch while talking on the phone. He says to the person he is talking to, “Sure just let me check with my wife.” Then he turns to his wife and says, “Hey babe, a t-time has opened up later, would you mind if I go?” She replies, “Fine, if that’s what you want to do.” He then looks at his Manslator and it says, “No go, stay home!” 

	 

	He then turns to his wife and says, “On second thought, I think I will just stay home with you and watch The Notebook.” She looks at him, closes her laptop and smiles at him and says, “Oh, how sweet!”  Then he sits down beside her and puts his arm around her, making her very happy. 

	[image: Screen-shot-2010-10-07-at-2]

	Announcer: “Now that’s more like it. The Manslator uses an emotion deciphering technology to help you out of the toughest jams. Another husband is sitting in his car talking on the phone to his wife. He asks, “Hey is everything ok, you sound upset?” She is at her desk and answers, “Why should I be upset?” and she slams down the phone. He smiles but looks at his Manslator. It is telling him, ‘Forgot anniversary, Jerk!’ He realizes he blew it and says, “Oh, no way!”  

	 

	Now when she gets home from work and walks through the door, her loving husband has dinner on the table, he is sitting there all dressed up and he says, “Happy Anniversary, babe.” She is near tears saying, “You remembered.” She runs over to hug him, and he says, “Of course I did.” Announcer: “Thanks to the Manslator’s Femlogic Processing Chip, any man can decode statements like ‘Are you wearing that?’”

	 

	The Manslator says, “You change now!” She asks, “Do you want to get some coffee?” The Manslator says, “Me want coffee.” She asks, “Do you think she is pretty?” The Manslator says, “You think she is prettier than me.” Another gal says, “You are such a good friend.” 

	 

	The Manslator says, “Me never date you.” She says, “I’m fine.” The Manslator says, ‘Me not fine.’ She says, ‘I’ll be ready in five minutes.’ The Manslator says, “Me ready in 30 minutes.” She says, “You do whatever you want!” The Manslator says, “You no do what you want!” She says, “Could you rub my shoulders a little bit?”

	 

	The Manslator says, “No hanky panky, only massage! Me serious!” Announcer: ‘The Manslator even works on men. Finally, women can learn the deeper meaning of his words.’ He says, “Oh.” The Manslator says, “Your beauty is stunning.” He says, “Mind if I catch a movie with the guys?” The Manslator says,” You are a lovely wonderful woman who meets all of my needs and even though I will miss you, this night I wish to see Death Cop 9 with my bros.”

	 

	He says, “I’m fine.” The Manslator says, “I’m fine, really, stop looking at me.” Announcer: ‘The Manslator can also be customized with voices of real celebrities being impersonated. Like Yoda, “See how much trouble you are. To the doghouse go you.” Or Mr. T. “I pity the fool who leaves the toilet seat up.”  

	 

	Buy yours today. The Manslater, Start understanding women today for only 7 easy payments of $99.99. Manslater Labs, 1337 Impossible Avenue, Nomansland, AK 10110. Clarity is only a phone call away. Other celebrity voices include: Arnold Schwarzenegger, Louis Favreau, Robin Williams.3

	 

	Now men, how many of you are going to be dialing that number as soon as you get in your car? And for those of you who just raised your hands, you’re going to wish you had one when you and your wife get to the car! But seriously folks, here’s the point. That translator device, believe it or not, is the exact same kind of device we need, if we’re going to enjoy God’s peace, even in the midst of our calamities. Only it’s not called the Manslator, it’s called the Wordslator, the Word of God! And here’s what we need to do with this device. We need to translate all of our experiences, whether we want to label them good, bad, or ugly through the Word of God, the Wordslator, and enjoy God’s peace. Let me show you how it works. This is awesome folks! You don’t want to leave home without it! For instance, maybe you’re getting low on finances, and things are getting a little tight, and you’re wondering how you’re going to pay your bills, and maybe you’re starting to freak out and get a little afraid, you know, worry, 

	like the Bible says you don’t have to do! Well, guess what? You just need to translate it! Wordslator says:

	 

	Psalms 37:35 “I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging for bread.” 

	 

	2 Corinthians 9:8 “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 

	 

	Philippians 4:19 “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” 

	 

	Do you see how it works? You need to translate your experience through the Wordslator and enjoy God’s peace! Or here’s one. Maybe the enemy’s laughing at you, tormenting you, scoffing at you because you blew it big time with sin this week, and maybe you’re starting to freak out and get a little afraid, you know, doubt your salvation! What do you do? You need to translate it! Wordslator says:

	 

	Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

	 

	I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

	 

	Psalms 103:12 “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” 

	 

	Micah 7:19 “He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. He will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” 

	 

	Hebrews 8:12 “For God will forgive all our wickedness and will remember our sins no more.” 

	 

	Or maybe people are threatening you or persecuting you for being a Christian and maybe they’re even saying they’re going to take your life and so you’re totally freaking out and getting afraid. What do you do? That’s right! Translate it! Wordslator says:

	 

	Hebrews 13:6 “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’” 

	 

	Psalms 18:2-3 “The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.” 

	
Psalms 27:1,3 “The LORD is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid? Though an army besieges me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then will I be confident.” 

	 

	Isaiah 43:1-3,5 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; For I am the LORD, your God. Do not be afraid, for I am with you.” 

	
Psalms 91:1-7 “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust. Surely, he will save you from the fowler’s snare and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you.” 

	 

	Why? Because 1 John 4:4 “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” 

	 

	That’s what the Wordslator can do for you! And that’s why we need to stop telling God how big our storms are, and start telling our storms how big our God is. Wordslator says He is good and that He works all things together for good! And when we understand this, when we seek out, about God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, that He is in control of all things, He can do all things, He orders all things, and yes, He even makes good of all things, we can enjoy His peace that He’s already given to us, even in the midst of calamities, or as Jesus says, a life without worry. And that’s when we get to experience God’s peace and start leading many souls to Jesus, seeking that same peace as well, amen? Let’s be that Church. Let’s be those people!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twenty-One

	————————————

	A Misplaced Posture

	Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“Even though this man is considered to be the “Third Man of the Reformation” behind Martin Luther and John Calvin, he is simply now called “The Forgotten Reformer.” But it didn’t always start out that way.

	 

	He was born in Switzerland in 1484, and he was the son of a mayor. And later, he was educated at various universities, and in 1506 he was even ordained as a priest. But like many others of his day, once he began to read the Bible for himself, he not only got saved himself, but he became totally appalled at the plethora of false teachings coming from the Roman Catholic Church.

	 

	And so, he too, just like Martin Luther began to publish his objections, or theses, to these various abuses of the Catholic Church. Things such as the adoration of saints, praying to dead people, and telling people they can have their sins forgiven if they just give money to the Catholic Church!

	 

	Well, as you might suspect, the Catholic Church didn’t like this, it was cutting in on their action. So, what did they do? Hey, that’s right! They decided to put a stop to it. First, they ordered him to stop preaching, but that didn’t work. Then they told everyone he was a heretic, but that didn’t work.

	 

	And finally, in 1531 they actually came to this man’s town, with an army, to forcibly get him and the whole town to renounce their Biblical beliefs and submit to the Catholic Church. Well after the fight was over, the Catholics were searching the dead bodies and looting them and that’s when they found this man, wounded yet still alive.

	 

	[image: Ulrich Zwingli]But when he wouldn’t confess to a priest, they took this as a sign that he was a Protestant and they thrust him through with a sword and killed him.

	 

	But not before this one man single handedly cemented the fires of the Reformation and freedom throughout all of Switzerland, by simply ingraining this phrase in the minds of the people over and over again, “The Bible is the truth; and anything not in the Bible is not the truth.”

	 

	The man’s name of course was, Ulrich Zwingli.1

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Ulrich Zwingli had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say he was experiencing God’s peace, Amen? But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Ulrich Zwingli is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Ulrich Zwingli get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark?  I’m not experiencing God’s peace!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life experiencing God’s peace, like Ulrich Zwingli had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Ulrich Zwingli had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	The last fourteen times we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the last four times we saw the 6th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Understanding.

	 

	There we saw that even though the Bible tells us to seek first God’s Kingdom and His righteousness in order to live a life without worry, i.e. enjoy His peace that He’s already given to us, the problem is, we don’t even know who this God is we’re supposed to seek in the first place! We have a Misplaced Understanding! Therefore, we sought to get a Biblical understanding of God’s Kingdom and His righteousness and there we saw that it means that God controls all things, He has the ability to do all things, He knows and orders all things and last time He even makes good of all things. Why? Because He’s good and He works all things together for good, otherwise He wouldn’t be good! So, the point is, when we seek that out, when we understand this, we experience the peace of God that He has already given to us, or as Jesus says, live a life without worry, not only today, but tomorrow and as many other tomorrows that God gives you! But that’s still not all. 

	 

	The 7th and final way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Posture.

	 

	Oh, my back, my back! No, you wish I was talking about a back problem. I’m actually talking about a heart problem that will mess you up ten times worse, all the days of your life, than any back pain ever will. And here’s what it is. You see, it’s one thing to know these aspects about God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, but it’s another thing to submit to them, isn’t it? How many of you guys have learned that one? Let’s be honest folks. You can know this in your head, all day long, that God is in control of all things, He can do all things, He orders all things, and He even makes good of all things, but it’s another thing to live it out, isn’t it? And here’s the problem. When we resist this, when we refuse to submit to God’s good, pleasing, and perfect will, as we read in the last chapter, He is good, and He really does work all things together for good. When we resist this, we get spiritually out of whack, we are out of alignment i.e. our posture, spiritually, is misplaced. And just like a back problem that will hamper your every move, so it is when we’re out of whack with the will of God.

	Every single move you take is going to be painful, even though God is doing great things all around you! Don’t believe me? Just ask the Israelites. If anybody has a messed up spiritual posture, it was them! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	[image: F9C6DD66]Exodus 32:1-14 “When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, ‘Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ Aaron answered them, ‘Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.’ So, all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. [image: Image result for moses talks to god]He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, ‘Tomorrow there will be a festival to the LORD.’ So, the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ ‘I have seen these people,’ the LORD said to Moses, ‘and they are a stiff-necked people. Now leave Me alone so that My anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.’ But Moses sought the favor of the LORD His God. ‘O LORD,’ he said, ‘why should Your anger burn against Your people, whom You brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, It was with evil intent that He brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth? Turn from Your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on Your people. Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom You swore by Your own self: I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’ Then the LORD relented and did not bring on His people the disaster He had threatened.” 

	 

	According to the text, I think it’s pretty clear. I’d say the example of the Israelites towards God’s will is definitely one you don’t want to follow, you know what I’m saying? I mean, hello! Usually the words, “God’s anger” and “His desire to destroy them” gives it away! Hello! And so, here’s the point. Why was this? Why was God angry? Why were they experiencing God’s displeasure rather than His peace? Well what did it say there? Notice their posture towards the will of God. They were what? “Stiff-necked.” In other words, they were not soft and pliable towards the will of God and instead they were being stubborn. They wanted to do what they wanted to do. It’s the Hebrew word “qasheh” (kaw-sheh) and it means, “to be stubborn, hard, obstinate, or difficult” and of course it’s talking about their attitude towards the will of God. If ever there was a spiritual posture towards the will of God that you don’t ever want to emulate it’s this one! Check it out.

	 

	Exodus 33:3 “Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.” 

	 

	Exodus 33:5 “For the LORD had said to Moses, ‘Tell the Israelites, You are a stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and I will decide what to do with you.’” 

	 

	Deuteronomy 9:6 “Understand, then, that it is not because of your righteousness that the LORD your God is giving you this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people.” 

	 

	Deuteronomy 9:13 “And the LORD said to me, ‘I have seen this people, and they are a stiff-necked people indeed!’” 

	 

	Deuteronomy 10:16 “Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer.” 

	 

	2 Kings 17:14 “But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers, who did not trust in the LORD their God.” 

	 

	2 Chronicles 30:8 “Do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were; submit to the LORD. Come to the sanctuary, which he has consecrated forever. Serve the LORD your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you.” 

	 

	Nehemiah 9:16,29 “But they, our forefathers, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and did not obey your commands. You warned them to return to your law, but they became arrogant and disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your ordinances, by which a man will live if he obeys them. Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, they became stiff-necked and refused to listen.” 

	 

	Proverbs 29:1 “A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed – without remedy.” 

	 

	Jeremiah 19:15 “This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Listen! I am going to bring on this city and the villages around it every disaster I pronounced against them, because they were stiff-necked and would not listen to my words.” 

	 

	Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!” 

	 

	Now folks, again, I don’t know about you, but I’d say this posture, a stiff-neck towards the will of God, is probably one you don’t want to have, you know what I’m saying?  In fact, we have a modern phrase for “Stiff-necked” people. We call them people who attended The School of Hard Knocks! And these are the people who don’t listen to anything people tell them, even for their own good, and they have to learn everything the hard way, even to their own detriment, like these people! It’s a dangerous lifestyle.

	 

	A blue car comes screeching down the street, burning rubber, with the smoke coming out of the back of the car but unfortunately, he loses control and the car starts sliding sideways, over the curb, past a parked car, over the yard and down into the entryway of an apartment complex.

	 

	A kid on a bike thinks he is going to do a trick in a skateboard rink. He proceeds to ride up the side to do a flip, but he doesn’t hit it correctly and instead hits a wall. He lands on his head on the cement and his bike crashes down beside him.

	 

	A guy in a gym is running to do a flip on a pad. He runs fast, jumps to do the flip but didn’t time it exactly right and does the flip but goes head first into the wall. He lays on the floor unconscious.

	 

	Another guy jumps off the 2nd floor balcony. His plan is to jump onto a tree branch that is right next to the building. Unfortunately, when he grabs the branch it breaks, and he falls to the ground. It is winter, and the branches are brittle.

	 

	[image: Image result for jet engine blowing people on fence]The next brilliant individual is on the roof of a building. The plan is to run, do a flip, and land on the building next door. Unfortunately, the timing was off on this one as well. He runs, does the flip, but doesn’t quite make it to the building and falls down to the ground.

	 

	A jet engine is running and blowing air towards some people that think it is a great idea to hold onto the fence and let the wind blow them so that their feet are off the ground and it’s kind of like flying, just hanging onto the fence. Unfortunately, the wind is blowing harder than they had planned, and it blows them off the fence and out onto the cement.

	 

	Now we have a guy driving an ATV with the plan of loading it only a trailer on the back of a car. Unfortunately, he guns it too much and it not only runs onto the trailer, but it lands on the back of the car.

	 

	The cars are driving down the road. Fortunately, they are going slow because it is rush hour traffic. This guy on a moped thinks he is going to cut into the traffic. He swerves in front of a car but didn’t exactly time it right and he hit the railing on the side of the road, falls of the bike and lands on the cement in front of the oncoming car.

	 

	This guy is on a motorized three-wheel bike. There is a line that is hooked from the ground up to a tower above. As he is trying to control the bike the back tire unfortunately hooks onto the wire and tears the wheel off causing him to crash.

	 

	Four soldiers are trying to get into a metal building. One of them is hammering the door to get it to open. He bangs and bangs until one of the other guys puts his hand on his shoulder and says, “wait a minute”. He walks over to the door and pushes it and it opens.

	 

	A guy is riding his ATV in the desert. He sees a mud puddle and thinks that it will be fun to ride through the puddle. Unfortunately, when he hits the puddle, the first front wheels get stuck and he falls head first in the mud. 

	 

	A couple guys are playing soccer. One kicks the ball to the goalie. Unfortunately, it hits the pole and bounces off hitting the goalie in the head.

	 

	[image: Image result for monkey with a gun]There are some guys in the snow. One is holding lighter fluid. One is on his knees and another is hitting him on the head with a torch. Unfortunately, the guy’s head catches on fire. He grabs his head and screams. The others are telling him to stick his head in the snow.

	 

	The final big plan that went wrong is where some African soldiers are sitting around talking and having fun when a monkey comes up and they give the monkey a rifle. They are laughing until the monkey starts shooting the gun. Suddenly, they realize that was a stupid thing to do and they start running in all different directions.2 

	 

	And now you know where the Planet of the Apes started! Can you believe that? You talk about some lame let alone dangerous behavior, right? It almost cost you your life! Well, believe it or not, “qasheh” (kaw-sheh) this is what the Israelites did! They refused to listen to any good advice from God let alone follow His good and pleasing and perfect will. For some of them it did cost them their lives! Why? Because they were “Stiff-necked.” They had a Misplaced Posture! They were “stubborn, hard, obstinate, and difficult” towards the will of God. Therefore, I’d say we better learn how to get a Biblical posture that readily submits to the Will of God, so our walk with Him isn’t filled with anything but self-inflicted pain, how about you?  We find this example in Jesus. Let’s take a look.

	 

	Luke 22:39-43 “Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and His disciples followed Him. On reaching the place, He said to them, ‘Pray that you will not fall into temptation.’ He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, ‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.’ An angel from heaven appeared to Him and strengthened Him.” 

	 

	So, according to our text, we see the exact polar opposite attitude of the Israelites, in Jesus, when it came to the will of God. What was His attitude? Was He stiff-necked about it? Was He stubborn? Was He obstinate? Are you kidding me? He’s the Son of God. That would’ve been sinful. Unlike the Israelites, Jesus led the way by example saying, “God, it’s not about My will, it’s all about Your will. And whatever You want to happen is what I want to happen, even if it costs me my life,” right? So, here’s the point. When Jesus said these infamous words, when He submitted to the will of the Father, even above His own, what happened? The breakthrough came, didn’t it? His circumstances didn’t change. But the breakthrough came. An angel came and strengthened Him. And people I’m here to tell you, it’s the same thing with you and me. Until we too learn to be soft and pliable towards the will of God, just like Jesus, i.e. have a Biblical posture, that says no matter what, “Not my will be done, but Yours O God,” our breakthrough is not going to come, and we’re still going to be in anguish, even though God has already given us His peace. Therefore, I don’t know about you, but I’d say we better learn how to get this Biblical posture and stop all this pain, how about you? It’s pretty simple. 

	 

	The 1st thing we need to learn about a Biblical posture, if we’re going to stop all this pain, is that it requires a Serious Focus on the Will of God. And again, that’s exactly what we see in Jesus.

	 

	John 4:31-34 “Meanwhile His disciples urged Him, ‘Rabbi, eat something’. But He said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about’. Then His disciples said to each other, ‘Could someone have brought Him food?’ ‘My food’, said Jesus, ‘is to do the will of Him Who sent Me and to finish His work’.” 

	 

	Now again, according to our text, when it came to the will of God, the Father, what was Jesus’ attitude, what was His posture about it? He didn’t just submit to it, He what? He had a serious focus on it, didn’t He? What did He say there? “I’ve got to do the Father’s will. No matter what my circumstances are, my focus is totally on doing the will of God. I’ve got to finish His work. I’m consumed with that, not my circumstances”, right? He wasn’t preoccupied with His hunger, even though He probably was. He wasn’t caught in His circumstances. He was simply caught up and preoccupied with doing the will of God, whatever pleased the Father, right? So, here’s the point. What did He say about this attitude? What was the pay off? This serious focus on the will of God was His spiritual food, right? It was the very thing that sustained Him no matter what was going on, good, bad, or ugly!

	Surely that’s what we’re doing right? I mean, surely, we’re so focused on doing the will of God in the midst of our circumstances, seeking to do what pleases Him no matter what’s going on that we too are to be sustained in all our circumstances, right? Are you kidding me? Let’s be honest. We do the exact opposite! Instead of focusing on nothing but doing the will of God, seeking to do what pleases Him in the midst of our circumstances, what do we do? We seem to focus on nothing but our circumstances and forget about God! And we wonder why we’re not experiencing the peace of God? Are you kidding me?

	[image: Woman with bandages across her lips]We just created a giant life zit! No, actually let me explain. How many of you remember the joys of acne in High School? How many of you are still going through that? But seriously, as I’ve shared before, I learned a powerful lesson from a zit, of all things, long before I was even saved back in High School. And here’s what happened. A week before prom, somebody, who I now affectionately call, “Mr. Zit” made an appearance. That’s right, it wasn’t just on my nose, as one would expect, you could explain that away and say I turned into a unicorn, but rather it was on my lip! You know, prom, where you expect to get a couple of kisses! I was devastated! But I had a week to go so, I tried everything. I tried creams, I tried Band-Aids, and I think I would’ve even tried a chainsaw if I thought that would help! But to no avail. Mr. Zit went with me all the way to prom.  For a whole week I was filled with absolute anxiety. I couldn’t stop looking at that zit.  I couldn’t focus on anything else except me and that zit. The longer I looked at that thing the bigger it became! Now looking back on it, I know it had to have been the same size but all my constant focusing on it made it seem larger than life. It blew it totally out of proportion! People I’m telling you it’s the same thing with you and me. We may not have acne anymore, but we got “zits of life” don’t we? Maybe it’s your job, maybe it’s your marriage, maybe it’s your health. Whatever it is, the truth remains the same. The longer you look at it, instead of God, the bigger it will become, it will get totally blown out of proportion, and you will be filled with nothing but anxiety instead of the peace. Why? Because you’re doing the exact opposite of what Jesus did and what Isaiah says you need to do for God’s peace!

	 

	Isaiah 26:3 “You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in You, all whose thoughts are fixed on You!” 

	 

	In other words, those who like Jesus are not totally fixed on their circumstances, but doing the will of God, seeking to do what pleases Him in the midst of their circumstances. Why? Because your mind, at that point, is fixed on God! And Isaiah says, once you do that, you’re not just going to experience peace, but what? Perfect peace! And how many of you guys would like to have more of that in your life? Therefore, do what Jesus did! Get your mind off of your hunger, get it off your situation, get it off of your problems, get it off your difficulties, get it off of your sin, get it even off of satan, and get it back on God! Why? Because that’s when the breakthrough comes, like it did for these people.

	 

	We don’t know what they are saying but these men are busy digging out a person after an earthquake. They know someone is under the dirt and they keep digging. They know they have to dig fast before this person is out of air. 

	 

	They are removing rocks, some are so heavy that they can hardly lift them. But they keep digging. They finally see movement. Now they are very excited. The person is alive. You can barely see what they have found so far down in the dirt. 

	 

	[image: Syria-4]Then we finally see a small child in a sitting position. They are digging the rest of the dirt and rocks from around the child to be able to pull it out. The baby is starting to cry as they are trying to free it.  Its leg is stuck but they keep digging. Finally, the child is free, and it is a day of celebration.3 

	 

	Was that an amazing rescue, or what? Who even knew a child was in there? Talk about well worth not giving up, amen?  But here’s the point. How many of you would say that child’s parents were very glad that those men had a serious focus on doing what needed to be done there for that child? In fact, how many of you would say they were glad that the men didn’t one by one didn’t peel off and say, “You know what? I haven’t eaten in a while, I’m kind of hungry. Hey guys, let’s go get a burger and leave this child to someone else…!” Or how about this one, “You know what? I don’t need to be here. This is crazy! I got enough trouble of my own to deal with. Who needs to put up with this? I’m out of here!” Because these men had a serious focus on what needed to be done, the breakthrough came, the payoff manifested itself, the baby was saved. 

	And so, it is with the Peace of God. When we, like these men, like JESUS become totally fixed on doing the will of God, even in the midst of our own pain, our own Gethsemane, even to the point where we will dig and claw and let nothing stand in our way, the breakthrough comes. We experience His Peace. Why? Because our mind, at the point, is fixed on God! And Isaiah says, once you do that, you’re not just going to experience peace, but what? Perfect peace! And how many of you would like to have more of that in your life?

	Therefore, do what Jesus did! Get your mind off of your hunger, get it off your situation, get it off of your problems, get it off your difficulties, get it off of your sin, get it even off of satan, and get it back on God! Why? Because that’s what will keep us in perfect peace. Our thoughts, our mind, just like Jesus, are totally fixed on God and doing what pleases Him. It’s called a Biblical posture. If it worked for Jesus, the Prince of Peace, how many of you guys would say it probably works for us too? Hello, that’s when we get to experience the peace of God and start leading many souls to Jesus, seeking that same peace as well, amen? Let’s be those people!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twenty-Two

	————————————

	A Misplaced Posture

	Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“All he ever wanted was for people to know the truth about Jesus and how to get to Heaven through Him. But apparently that wasn’t acceptable behavior in this man’s day. So, he was condemned to die an excruciating death.

	 

	He was born in Norwich, England and later educated at Cambridge where he became fluent in Greek and Latin, even to the point where he earned his living teaching these languages. And like many others of his day, this man became saved when confronted with the actual teachings of the Bible.

	 

	So soon he sought out like-mindedness with other believers and became friends with the likes of John Frith and William Tyndale and even joined them in the pursuit of exposing the errors and false teachings of the Roman Catholic Church that was keeping people from Heaven.

	 

	One day, while debating a so-called Church leader who believed in the false teaching of Transubstantiation, that the bread and wine in communion actually turns into the literal body and blood of Jesus, which it doesn’t, he was the one accused of heresy.

	 

	They then put him on trial, where he gave a detailed Biblical response to all the false charges brought against him, but to no avail. No man ever suffered more diabolical cruelty than this evangelical martyr.

	 

	He wasn’t just burned at the stake, he was rather roasted alive. If the fire became stronger, or if the flame reached higher than they chose, it was removed or dampened. When his legs were burnt off, and his thighs were reduced to mere stumps in the fire, they pitched his broiling body on pikes, a giant spear, and lacerated his flesh. They played with him and tortured him.

	 

	But God was with him in the midst of the flame and supported his spirit even under the anguish of this horrific pain. When everyone took him for a dead man, this man, all of a sudden, lifted his hands high up in the air, as if the fire had left him, and with his last breath cried out to the people, “None but Christ! None but Christ!”

	 

	[image:  The burning of John Lambert, from  Foxe's Book of Martyrs]And it was said that these memorable words, spoken at such a time, and under such horrible circumstances, made a much deeper and more lasting impression upon the minds of the spectators, than and volume written on the subject ever could have. The man’s name of course was, John Lambert.”1

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say John Lambert had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that he was experiencing God’s peace. But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Lambert is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Lambert get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I’m not experiencing God’s peace!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like John Lambert had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Lambert had. 

	 

	In the first six chapters we read the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy.

	 

	The last fifteen times we saw the 2nd key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And last time we saw the 7th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God that He’s already given to us, is by having a Misplaced Posture.

	 

	There we saw that all we need to do to experience God’s peace, on a more regular basis, even in the midst of our unpleasant circumstances, is sometimes God will allow you to go through a Gethsemane. To have a Biblical posture, one that has a serious focus on the Will of God instead of a misplaced posture, that focuses only on your circumstances. Why? Because that’s not only when you experience His peace, but His perfect peace! And how many of you would like to have more of that? But the problem is, we get tricked into having a misplaced posture like the Israelites, we become stiff-necked towards God’s will and act like He doesn’t know what He’s doing. As we saw, this not only attacks the character of God, but it’s a one way, surefire, ticket to experiencing His displeasure, not His peace, and it’s our fault, not His. We just need to trust Him, even when it doesn’t make sense. 

	 

	Which leads us to the 2nd thing we need to learn about a Biblical posture. If we’re going to enjoy God’s peace and stop creating nothing but pain, it requires an Unshakable Trust in the Will of God.

	Not once in a while, trusting Him, trusting Him when you can make sense of it all, once in a blue moon, but an unshakable trust all the time! And once again, we see this example in Jesus. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	1 Peter 2:19-23 “For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps. He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth. When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, we see the amazing example of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, showing us what we need to do in the midst of our difficulties, if we’re going to maintain the peace of God. Notice what it was. Even in the midst of unjust suffering, He’s being beaten, bruised, and battered, what did He do? He didn’t freak out, He didn’t flip out, He didn’t even talk back. What’d He do?  He just simply entrusted His situation over to God, right? He had an unshakable trust in the will of God. Why? Because as we saw in the last two chapters, God is good or as Jesus says here, just, and therefore He’s not just going to take care of it, He’s actually going to make good out of it, including our pain! And how many of you would agree that God, in allowing His Son to be beaten and bruised, on our behalf, unjustly so, turned out to be a good thing? Hello! Slightly! And, so folks, I’m telling you it’s the same thing with you and me. Maybe we’re not being bruised or beaten half to death, like Jesus was, praise God! But we still experience the “hits of life” aren’t we? Maybe it’s losing your job, pow! Maybe it’s marital trouble that punches you in the gut! Maybe you just got some bad news about your health, bang! Whatever it is, the truth remains the same. You just entrust it over to God, and as Paul says, that’s when the peace of God begins to flow!

	 

	Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him.” 

	 

	In other words, when you react just like Jesus and simply entrust your situation over to God and His goodness, even an unjust situation, you’re going to what? You’re going to experience His peace, as you trust in Him! It’s right there in black and white. Yet, for some goofball reason, I don’t know if you’ve noticed this, we even say as Christians, I shouldn’t have to experience anything unjust, I should have a perfect life, if God loved me, He wouldn’t let me go through this. Excuse me? God has not asked us to do anything that He hasn’t already done!

	 

	“Christ did not say, ‘If anyone would come after Me, let him enjoy himself, let him be gorgeously dressed, let him be drunk with delight.’  No, Jesus said, ‘If anyone will come after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and come follow Me.’” 

	 

	His path winds up the side of a steep mountain where death will be present on every hand. You do not see the lovely side of following Christ. You see what he takes away, but you do not see what He gives. You exaggerate the sacrifices and ignore the blessings. God is your Father; do you think He would ever hurt you? 

	 

	He just cuts you off from those things you love in the wrong way. You cry like a baby when God removes something or someone from your life, but you would cry a lot more if you saw the eternal harm your wrong attachments cause you.

	 

	You do not see with the eyes of eternity. God knows everything. Nothing happens without His consent. You are upset by small losses, but do not see eternal gains! 

	 

	We must imitate Jesus; live as He lived, think as He thought, and be conformed to His image. Jesus Christ was born in a stable; he was obliged to fly into Egypt; thirty years of his life were spent in a workshop; he suffered hunger, thirst, and weariness; he was poor, despised and miserable; he taught the doctrines of Heaven, and no one would listen. The great and the wise persecuted and took him, subjected him to frightful torments, treated him as a slave and put him to death between two thieves, having preferred to give liberty to a robber, rather than to let him escape.

	 

	Such was the life which our Lord chose; while we are horrified at any kind of humiliation and cannot bear the slightest appearance of contempt. Let us compare our lives with that of Jesus Christ, reflecting that He was the Master and that we are the servants. Let us begin to walk in the path which our Savior has marked out, for it is the only one that can lead us to Him.”

	 

	Or might I add, the only one that can lead us to His peace. God isn’t asking us to do something He hasn’t already done, He’s not unjust! He’s never promised us a rose garden, heaven comes later! He has shown us that when we follow Christ, as a Christian, sometimes we are going to have to suffer in this wicked world system just like Jesus did, but take heart! He’s not going to leave you hanging high and dry! Just trust Him and entrust other people’s behavior over to Him, and He’ll not only take care of it, but He’ll give you His peace! That’s all you have to do! But when it comes to trusting God, most of us are like this guy:

	 

	“A tourist came too close to the edge of the Grand Canyon, and lost his footing and plunged over the side, clawing and scratching to save himself.  After he went out of sight and just before he fell into space, he encountered a scrubby bush which he desperately grabbed with both hands.

	 

	Filled with terror, he called out toward Heaven, “Is there anyone up there?”  

	 

	A calm, powerful voice came out of the sky, “Yes, there is.”

	 

	The tourist pleaded, “Can you help me?  Can you help me?”

	 

	The calm voice replied, “Yes, I probably can. What is your problem?”

	 

	[image: Image result for a man hanging onto a tree branch]“I fell over the cliff and am dangling in space holding to a bush that is about to let go. Please help me.”

	 

	The voice from above said, “I’ll try.  Do you believe?”

	 

	“Yes, yes, I believe!”

	 

	“Do you have faith?”

	 

	“Yes, yes.  I have strong faith.”  

	 

	The calm voice said, “Well, in that case, simply let loose of the bush and everything will turn out fine.”

	 

	There was a tense pause, then the tourist yelled, “Is there anyone else up there?”

	Does that sound familiar, or what? Unfortunately, yes! But think about what we’re doing! No wonder things get worse! We say as Christians, okay I get it that God’s not asking us to do anything He has not already done Himself, but it’s hard to trust in God, I can’t trust in God, I don’t know how to trust in God. Yet, we trust in all kinds of things without even thinking about it, without even the slightest bit of hesitation! You talk about a slap in the face to God and His goodness!

	For instance, many of us will trust a school teacher to teach our kids whom most of us have probably never even met. We trust a pilot to fly us in a plane 30,000 feet up in the air we’ve never even seen. Then we go to doctors whose names we can’t pronounce, and whose degrees we’ve never verified, who give us prescriptions we can’t even read. Then without question, we take it to a pharmacist we’ve never seen, who gives us containers of chemicals we’ve never heard of, and we go home and take them with instructions we don’t even understand! And we say we can’t trust in God? Are you kidding me? No wonder we don’t experience His peace. We have more faith or trust in a doctor we don’t even know, then the One who made the doctor from head to toe? Hello! But it gets even worse! We say we can’t trust in God, oh no, it’s just too hard, it’s just too risky, yet we can risk our lives all day long doing crazy stuff like this! Check this out. This is wild!

	 

	A guy in a red shirt seems to think it is a good idea to climb out on a long high-rise beam that is hanging out over the forest. He has to crawl out to the edge because he has no netting under him and there is only enough room on this railing for two knees to slowly crawl out to the edge. When he reaches the end he then carefully stands up and holds his arms out to balance himself. Good thing he’s not apt to get dizzy. That is quite a long drop.

	 

	There is a guy on a motorcycle that is going about 100 miles or more per hour. He first takes off by doing a wheelie and then proceeds to dodge cars. He keeps going faster and faster. If he ever had to stop that would be the end of him and the motorcycle. 

	 

	Then there are the people that dive off the sides of cliffs with no parachutes. Or the ones that have the uniforms on that when they reach out their arms it makes wings that help them to fly until they get to a point to open their parachutes. Very dangerous. One student tells us, “We came over here specifically to learn how to fly our wing suits off the cliffs, learn how to proximity fly, and just learn as much as we can from these Norwegians.” The instructor tells us, “At the beginning of winter teaching, we try to get as far from the base of the cliff as possible, basically clearing the whole thing and now its getting boring so we play around.” 

	 

	[image: 52B544F5]They are diving off the cliffs, then just coasting around in the air. When they get bored and start playing around that means they are flying so close to the mountains edge that they can actually touch the mountain as they fly past it. The student tells us, “I’ll never forget this. I’ll never forget seeing these guys. I had seen it in the preview movies but seeing them in person, touching the walls, scraping their fingernails on ledges at 100 miles an hour.” “How close to the road do you think they will get?” Just then as they are standing on a bridge watching the flyers, one comes diving down at 100 miles an hour and sweeps right past them. 

	 

	Let me get this straight. You’ll trust a teacher to educate your child that you may not even know. You’ll trust a pilot to fly a plane you’ve never even met. You’ll take a pill without question from a doctor whose name you can’t even pronounce. You’ll stand on top of a high-rise beam without any safety devices. You’ll pop a wheelie on a motorcycle at high speeds going through traffic. You’ll jump out of a plane without a parachute on, and you’ll fly through the air 100 mph in a wing suit risking death all the way, but you won’t trust in God! Are you kidding me? What are you, stiff-necked? Are you stubborn? Do you have a Misplaced Posture? No wonder we don’t experience the peace of God. We have more faith in a teacher, a doctor, a pilot, a motorcycle, and a stupid plastic suit than in Almighty God! And it’s not just a slap in the face to His goodness, but it short-circuits His peace every single time. Why? Because you’re not doing what Jesus did and what Paul says to do for peace! God fills you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, not yourself, not your situation, not your abilities or not your current provisions or lack thereof, it comes from putting your trust back in God! He is good, people, and He is just and unlike everyone else He’ll never let you down! You just cast your concerns over to Him because He cares for you. That’s what Peter says!

	 

	1 Peter 5:7 “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” 

	[image: 58855447]

	Now let me share with you the original Greek. This is wild.

	 

	1 Peter 5:7 “Having deposited with Him once for all the whole of your worry, because to Him it is a matter of concern respecting you.” 

	 

	Now here’s what’s going on in this text folks, this is wild! The Bible commands us to cast all our worry upon God, right? And we get that but here’s what we usually miss. The word ‘cast’ here in the Greek does not mean “to throw” but rather as “a definite act of the will in committing our worries to Him, giving them up to Him, which means we are done worrying about the matter i.e. we’re in a 100% state of trust! We let God assume the responsibility for our welfare. And guess what? That’s exactly what He desires to do. That’s because the word “care” in the original literally means, “it is a care to Him concerning you.” Do you get this? That means, your personal welfare is God’s personal concern, the Creator of the Universe! Therefore, if that is true, why worry, right? Just make a definite act of the will to trust in God, 100%, and enjoy His peace! What a deal, huh?

	Folks, we need to learn that God’s school is full of nothing, but good lessons and His journeys are full of nothing but godly direction.  His medication won’t kill you and His surgeries will actually heal you! He won’t leave you hanging on a beam and He won’t shove you out of a plane without a parachute on. And one day you’re going to fly through the sky alright, but it won’t be in a stupid plastic suit that can bust at any moment, but on the wings of His Holy Spirit as He flies you safely into Heaven, guaranteed! God is worthy of our trust! Cast your concerns over to Him! And if Jesus the Son of God could do it, then don’t you think we can too? Hello! If it worked for Jesus, the Prince of Peace, don’t you think it’s going to work for us too? Good answer! Oh, but that’s not all. 

	 

	The 3rd thing we need to learn about a Biblical posture, if we’re going to enjoy God’s peace and stop creating nothing but pain, is that it requires a Steadfast Joy in the Will of God.

	 

	Once again, we see this in the example of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

	 

	Hebrews 12:2-3 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

	 

	[image: 31787A89]      Once again, we see the amazing example of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, telling us what we need to do in our difficulties if we’re going to maintain God’s peace, i.e. not grow weary and lose heart. Notice what it was. It’s wasn’t just focusing on the will of God, it’s wasn’t just trusting in the will of God, but now it’s what? It’s having a steadfast joy in the will God. Knowing that in the end, when it’s all done, even being nailed to a cross, that it’s totally going to be worth it. Again, how many of you would say that God allowing His Son to be nailed to a cross was totally worth it? Uh slightly! So, here’s the point. Jesus looked forward to this, i.e. our salvation, and it gave Him joy. So much so that He was able to endure the cross with it!

	And people, I’m telling you it’s the same thing with you and me. Maybe we’re not being nailed to a cross like Jesus was, praise God! But we still have “crosses to bear” in life, don’t we? Maybe it’s your job, maybe it’s your marriage, maybe it’s your health, maybe it’s just life in general. But whatever it is, the truth remains the same. If you just have a steadfast joy in the will of God, knowing that in the end, if you just wait, it’s going to totally be worth it, even your pain!

	And folks, believe it or not, this is the exact same pattern that God has used all throughout history! For instance, Noah had to wait over a year to get out of the ark, didn’t he? Abraham had to wait until his wife was 90 before they had a baby, right? And earlier we saw, Joseph had to wait several years enduring much suffering before the vision that God gave him came to pass. Moses had to wait 40 years in the desert before God released him into ministry. David had to wait and sit under the murderous threats and attempts on his life year after year by King Saul before He ever got to rule Israel. And even the mighty Apostle Paul had to wait several years facing rejection from the Church leadership before God ever sent him on a missionary journey. People it’s the same thing today! When are we going to learn, that yes you might have to wait for the good thing to come, the promise, the provision, whatever it is, even in your pain? But just like Jesus, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Moses, King David, and even Paul, rest assured, have a steadfast joy in the will of God because it’s going to come. He is good, He’s God, He’s just, and it’s in knowing this, just like Jesus on the cross, that you will experience great joy and peace even in the midst of some of the most excruciating pain, just wait for the reward like these kids did.

	 

	The Marshmallow test: The teacher brings a small boy into a room where there is only a small table and one chair. He proceeds to walk over to the chair. He sits down and there is a plate in front of him. She puts a marshmallow down on the plate and tells him, “Now here’s the deal. You can either wait and I will give you another one if you wait, or you can eat it now. When I come back I will give you another one. Just stay in here, stay in your chair until I come back. Okay?”  She then leaves and closes the door. Now she has done this to three different kids. 

	[image: 5B9D943B]

	They each sit there, looking at the marshmallow. One even puts his nose on it. It is such a great temptation to eat that thing but they each know that if they wait they will get one more. The kids tell each other, “It smells yummy, it smells really good.” Each kid, in a different way, smells it, feels it, puts it on the noses, slides the plate and stares at the marshmallow.

	 

	But they don’t eat it. They make holes in the marshmallow, they smell it again, they feel how soft it is. But they wait. They make faces, this is horrible to have to wait. But they wait. Finally, the door opens, and the teacher comes in. “How did you do?” she asks. “I told you I would bring you another one if you would wait.” So, from behind her back she brings out the other one and hands it to one of the little boys. He grabs both of them and puts them both in his mouth at the same time.2

	 

	Now folks, how many of you would’ve went ahead and ate that first marshmallow like that girl? But notice the choice there, if you just wait, hold on, refrain from instant gratification, i.e. doing what you want to do, what you think is best, you’ll get something better, a reward in the end. And so, it is with God! Whatever you’re going through in life, good, bad, or ugly, just focus on Him, trust Him, and look forward to the reward, wait!!! And when you do, you’ll get something much better than just a second marshmallow! It’s called His peace! 

	This is your reward when you have a Biblical posture! One that’s soft and pliable towards the will of God instead of stiff-necked and stubborn. That’s when we get to experience God’s peace and then lead many souls to Jesus, showing them how they can have Peace in Him as well, amen? That’s what we need to be doing in these Last Days! Amen? Let’s be that Church. Let’s be those people!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Notes

	————————————

	 

	   Chapter 7             A Misplaced Mind Part 1

	 

	1.  Martin Luther

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther

	2.  Music affects Teenagers

	     http://worldandi.misto.cz/_MAIL_/article/cijul99.html

	     http://www.joesapt.net/superlink/shrg99-529/p1.html

	3.  A Mighty Fortress is Our God

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Mighty_Fortress_Is_Our_God

	 

	 

	   Chapter 8                       A Misplaced Mind Part 2

	 

	1.  Martin Luther Health Problems

	     https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/2529669

	2.  John Haller

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LXfXuk6aWJc&feature=fvw

	3.  Television

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOpO-KPbL2Q

	4.  TV Addiction

	     http://www.cyfc.umn.edu/Documents/H/K/HK1005.html

	     http://www.cyfc.umn.edu/Documents/C/D/CD1001.html

	     http://www.cyfc.umn.edu/Documents/C/B/CB1032.html

	     http://www.midcoast.com/~chestnut/a15.html

	     http://www.uoguelph.ca/~mbateson/principles.html

	     http://www.commercialalert.org/issues- article.php?article_id=295& 

	     subcategory_id=82&category=1

	5.  Mugged Woman

	     https://news.therawfoodworld.com/92-year-old-woman-talks-robber-taking-

	     life-ends-getting-kiss-cheek-man-say/

	 

	 

	   Chapter 9                       A Misplaced Lifestyle Part 1

	 

	1.  John Huss

	     http://www.calvarychapel.org/library/foxe-john/text/bom.htm#08

	     http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/john-hus.html

	     http://logosresourcepages.org/History/huss_b.htm

	2.  Christian John Harvard

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Harvard_(clergyman)

	3.  Dr. Spock

	     http://nospank.net/spock2.htm

	4.  Tolstoy

	     http://www.rosehillpc.org/sermonaudio/13-02-24Text.pdf

	5.  Paul Harvey

	     https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/654840-if-i-were-the-devil-i-mean

	 

	 

	   Chapter 10          A Misplaced Lifestyle Part 2

	 

	1.  Polycarp

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polycarp

	2.  Coke Commercial     

	     https://www.google.com/search?q=coke+is+the+real+thing+sung

	     +in+italy&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS727US727&oq=coke+is+the+real+

	     thing+sung+in+italy&aqs=chrome..69i57.10191j0j8&sourceid=

	     chrome&ie=UTF-8

	3.  Soul Commercial

	     https://www.coloribus.com/adsarchive/tv-commercials/kia-soul-you-can-go-    

	     with-this-or-you-can-go-with-that-13704605/

	 

	 

	   Chapter 11          A Misplaced Focus Part 1

	 

	1.  John Calvin

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin

	2.  Thad Woziwadski

	    https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/50-45/the-secret-of-

	     contentment-part-3

	3.  God’s Not Dead

	     https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2528814/

	4.  Sigmund Freud

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigmund_Freud

	5.  Carl Jung

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Jung

	6.  Abraham Maslow

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Maslow

	7.  Martin Bobgan

	     http://www.pamweb.org/selflove32.html

	 

	 

	   Chapter 12         A Misplaced Focus Part 2

	 

	1.  Telemachus

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Telemachus

	2.  Martyn Lloyd-Jones

	     http://www.pamweb.org/selflove32.html

	3.  Ted Williams

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WH7hUgdQV3I

	4.  Dialog from the past

	     (The Seeking Heart SeedSowers Publishing Jacksonville 1992 pgs.

	     11,12,26,27)

	     (http://www.passtheword.org/DIALOGS-FROM-THE-PAST/innerlife.htm)

	 

	 

	   Chapter 13        A Misplaced Attitude Part 1

	 

	1.  John Wycliff

	      https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wycliffe

	2.  Drug Effects

	     http://www.everydayhealth.com/drugs/lamisil

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hp_y0wDFz0

	     http://consumerist.com/2009/04/16/9-legal-drugs-with-extremely-disturbing-  

	     side-effects/

	 

	 

	   Chapter 14        A Misplaced Attitude Part 2

	 

	1.  Nicholas Ridley and Hugh Latimer

	     https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-

	     1600/bishops-ridley-and-latimer-burned-11629990.html

	2.  Arthur Blisset

	     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Blessitt

	     http://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=JFC9C1NU

	     http://www.blessitt.com/

	 

	 

	   Chapter 15        A Misplaced Behavior Part 1

	 

	1.  Thomas Hawkes

	      https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Hawkes

	2.  Body of Death

	     (MacArthur Romans Commentary 1-8 pg. 392)

	 

	 

	.    Chapter 16           A Misplaced Behavior Part 2

	 

	1.  Joan Waste

	     http://www.otteryreformed.freeola.net/jwaste.htm

	2.  Cone of Silence

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWtPPWi6OMQ

	3.  Gossip

	     http://www.gty.org/resources/print/sermons/2294

	4.  Restaurant Owner

	     Roy B. Zuck, The Speaker's Quote Book,

	     (Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1997, Pg. 175)

	5.  Witch to Christ

	     https://darrylslibrary.wordpress.com/2011/05/19/from-witchcraft-to-

	     christ-by-doreen-irvine/

	6.  Temptation of Satan

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VGwVtYxEy8

	 

	   Chapter 17        A Misplaced Understanding Part 1

	 

	1.  William Tyndale

	     http://www.greatsite.com/timeline-english-bible-history/william-

	     tyndale.html

	     http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tyndale

	2.  Spitting Goat

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dp0Bt2cbcc8

	3.  Tornado Prayed Away

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldbFBXVajgM

	4.  Size of Galaxy

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoW8Tf7hTGA

	 

	 

	   Chapter 18        A Misplaced Understanding Part 2

	 

	1.  Thomas Harding

	     https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Harding

	2.  Obama Administration

	     http://www.wnd.com/2008/10/77629/

	     http://www.sba-list.org/obamarecord

	     http://www.wallbuilders.com/LIBissuesArticles.asp?id=106938

	3.  Allen West

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miKOVEBpNCQ

	4.  Tomi Lahern

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miKOVEBpNCQ

	 

	 

	   Chapter 19        A Misplaced Understanding Part 3

	 

	1.  John Hooper

	     https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1501-

	     1600/john-hooper-burned-in-gloucester-11629986.html

	2.  Singing Contractors

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yvaBIV8Clc

	3.  George Younce

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNffFJGaquM

	4.  Eric Jacobs

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eNffFJGaquM

	 

	 

	   Chapter 20        A Misplaced Understanding Part 4

	 

	1.  John Frith

	     http://truthremains.org/blog/2013/7/1/john-firth

	2.  Corrie ten Boom embroidery

	     https://mypaisleyworld.blogspot.com/2017/03/corrie-ten-booms-

	     embroidery-despite.html

	3.  Manslator

	     https://vimeo.com/171061365

	 

	 

	   Chapter 21        A Misplaced Posture Part 1

	 

	1.  Ulrich Zwingli

	     https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/moversandshakers/

	     ulrich-zwingli.html

	2.  Soldiers

	     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74-WSM0xTyE

	3.  Baby Rescue

	     https://www.nowtolove.com.au/news/real-life/miracle-baby-pulled-

	     from-the-rubble-in-nepal-31438

	 

	 

	   Chapter 22         A Misplaced Posture Part 2

	 

	1.  John Lambert

	     http://www.executedtoday.com/2008/11/22/1538-john-lambert-

	     none-but-christ/

	2.  Marshmallow Test

	   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QX_oy9614HQ
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