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	To my daughter, Rebecca.

	 

	In the beginning, it was your mother and me.

	We thought we were complete.

	But God shone from above,

	And gave you to us.

	And now we’ve become a family.

	 

	Our greatest desire,

	Is that you would be join us in heaven,

	With your mother, brother and me,

	Enjoined to Jesus,

	In order that we can continue,

	To share our love together as a family,

	Not just here on earth, but forever in eternity.

	 

	Now that you have accepted Jesus,

	As your personal Lord and Savior,

	I take great comfort in knowing,

	This will now come true for all of us.

	.

	You are our precious gift from the Father of heavenly lights. 

	Therefore, as your earthly father, I share these insights.

	May they encourage you to run hard after Jesus,

	By making the most of the time we have here on earth,

	For nothing else matters and nothing will last

	Except that which we do for Him.

	 

	We don’t know who’s getting there first,

	Or if we’ll all arrive in heaven at the same time,

	But should we enter glory ahead of you,

	Remember it’s just a temporary goodbye.

	 

	We love you, Rebecca.
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	Preface

	 

	As I’ve mentioned in other books, I used to be one of those so-called Pastors who said it wasn’t necessary to teach and equip the flock on Bible Prophecy, let alone the Book of Revelation. Even though God gave me a “spiritual spanking” in Seminary through faithful and godly men, reminding me that one third of the Bible deals directly, or indirectly, with Bible Prophecy, therefore as a faithful shepherd of the flock, I needed to get busy feeding the Church the “whole” counsel of God. It still took the “shock” of the events of 9/11 to motivate me into being that faithful shepherd, one that preached all of the Bible to the Body of Christ. The very next week, and ever since then, I have been teaching on the Book of Revelation, and other Bible Prophecy related issues, and have never looked back. Once I began teaching on Bible Prophecy, what I now call “the missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” I was not only radically changed, but so was my Christian mindset. I began to realize that it’s not enough to just “know” we’re living in the Last Days, the point is to “do something” about it. In short, an urgency began to develop inside of me that drove me to the obvious conclusion, “We need to get busy reaching as many as we can, as fast as we can, as far reaching as we can, with what time we have left.” In response to that we launched the teaching ministry “Get A Life Ministries” with the mission tag line “Reaching the world for Jesus Christ one piece of media at a time” because we felt the modern day media was the fastest and best way to achieve this goal. This has been our personal passion now for over seventeen years. But I’ve noticed in the Pastoral ministry there seems to be a problem. There is a horrible disconnect in the Body of Christ. Either Churches are not teaching on Bible prophecy, the “missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” so there’s no common sense urgency in these Last Days, or, the Churches that do, those Christians either look at Bible prophecy as a source of “Christian Entertainment,” thus it never translates into a great drive for the lost, or they live such sloppy, worldly, ungodly, duplicid, lives that they become a “bad witness” to the lost. Therefore I have written these series of books to hopefully, and prayerfully, aid in being that “motivated” “responsible” and “positive” witness for Jesus in these Last Days because frankly, nothing else matters. One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book, then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                                                                                                                                                         Billy Crone

	Las Vegas, Nevada

	2018

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Part III

	————————————

	Experiencing God’s Worship

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	Complaining Affects You

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was the son of a minister and considered to be one of the greatest pioneer missionaries of all time. Endowed with such brilliance, he taught himself to read at the age of three, and by his tenth year he knew Latin and Greek and was a serious student of theology. 

	 

	Then at the age of 16 he entered Brown University and graduated three years later as the valedictorian of his class. And while at Andover Theological Seminary he could not get away from the words of the missionary appeal, ‘Go ye into all the world.’ 

	 

	So shortly thereafter, he did just that. He and his new wife, Ann, sailed for India but when the government refused to allow them to enter the country, they went to Burma, where they worked for six years before winning a single soul to Christ. 

	 

	But during those years, he translated the Bible into the Burmese language. 

	 

	Then in 1845 he returned for a visit to America, but the burning desire to win the Burmese people to Christ sent him back where he cried out, ‘I will not leave Burma, until the cross is planted there forever!’ And just a few years later, he died. 

	 

	But when all was said and done, thirty years after his death, Burma had 63 Christian churches, 163 missionaries, and over 7,000 baptized converts, and one hundred years later, on the anniversary of his death, Burma had some 200,000 Christians, all because of this one man.

	 

	His name of course was, Adoniram Judson.”1

	

	[image: Image result for adoniram judson]Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say Adoniram Judson had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say that he is Experiencing God’s Worship, amen? But, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Adoniram Judson is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Adoniram Judson get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” 

	But people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life like Adoniram Judson had, is available to every single Christian! That’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Adoniram Judson had. 

	 

	We’ve already seen in the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s JOY. 

	 

	The last sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s PEACE.

	 

	And the last two Chapters we saw the 7th way the enemy tricks us into short-circuiting the peace of God, that He has already given to us, is By Having a Misplaced Posture.

	 

	There we saw that all we need to do to experience God’s Peace on a more regular basis, even in the midst of our unpleasant circumstances, (sometimes God will allow you to go through a Gethsemane), is to have a Biblical Posture, one that’s not stiff-necked but has a serious focus on the Will of God, an unshakable trust in the Will of God, and a steadfast joy in the Will of God. You just look forward to the good that’s coming because God is good and works all things together for good, including our pain, and this helps you endure the challenges. You just put the marshmallow down and leave it there. 

	Don’t pick it up again! Trust Him, cast your cares upon Him, leave it there, and enjoy His coming reward, His peace. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 3rd key that will unlocks the Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I finally discover How to Experience God’s Worship.

	 

	You see, we can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these last days by not having God’s Joy or God’s Peace, by being depressed and stressed all the time, when you don’t have to, but we can also mess it up by not having God’s Worship, in other words an Attitude of Complaining! And you know this is true! This is one of the worst advertisements for Jesus ever! Think about it! We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! Being saved is the best thing ever! I’m so happy and satisfied! Don’t you want to get saved too?” 

	And then all day long were whining and complaining. We give the impression that God doesn’t know what He’s doing or He’s not good or He doesn’t know how to take care of us! It’s like people saying to you, “Hey, you have to try out this new pizza joint, it’s awesome! But when you get there, people are out back throwing up! Not good advertisement! You turn and walk away! So, it is with us with our whining and complaining all the time! We give people a rotten advertisement for Jesus by our rotten words. 

	And folks, believe it or not, I’m here to tell you that this was the same thing I had to learn right off the bat as a brand-new Christian. You see, I came out of the heavy metal bar scene full of drugs and sexual immorality. Therefore, it was a no-brainer that when I gave this life to Jesus that I needed to make a “clean break” from the life I was living. However, I had a problem. You see, I like being around people. I’m a very gregarious person. So, there I was dropping all former ties and starting all over, I was excited about Jesus, but at the same time I was kind of lonely and depressed. I was stuck in what I call Hee-Haw theology. You know, “gloom, despair, and agony on thee. Whoa! Deep, dark depression, and lots of misery.” Well, that’s when it just so happened that my sister Terri came out from Kansas to begin the process of discipling me. However, I continued with my whining and complaining of “poor me, poor lonely me.” And apparently, she had had enough.  I must admit that I was quite emotionally draining to be around at that time. But she said something to me that altered my walk with the Lord forever; something that once and for all altered the course that I would take with God. Terri looked me straight in the eye and said this: “You need to make up your mind right now, before you go any further in your walk with Jesus. Who are you going to glorify? Who are you going to worship with your mouth? God or satan?” And granted, that’s not the first thing you’d think you’d be telling a brand-new believer, but it was exactly what I needed to hear.

	Therefore, if you and I are ever going to enjoy God’s Worship, I’m going to challenge you like my sister did to me. Who are you going to glorify? Who are you going to Worship with your Mouth? Is it going to be God or satan? And we all know the right answer is God. Hello, we’re Christians. But what most of us don’t know is the Bible declares that what comes out of your mouth reveals who it is. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Luke 6:41-45 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” 

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. Jesus gave us two clear indicators as to when someone’s acting like a hypocrite, right? And what did He say there? One, you can be a hypocrite by judging with your eyes, right? And two, you can be a hypocrite by the words coming out of your what? Your mouth, right?  Not your doctrinal statement. Not the clothes you wear. But the words coming out of your mouth. And people, I’m telling you it’s the same thing when it comes to worshipping God. You can say that you worship God, but what comes out of your mouth in front of God reveals the truth! And that’s exactly what my sister was trying to tell me. Every single day as a Christian, you have a choice to make. You can either glorify God with your mouth, or you can glorify satan with your mouth! There is no in-between. And lest you think you’re not really glorifying the devil when you whine and complain all the time, let’s look at the devil. Stop and think about it. Isn’t that what he does to God 24 hours a day 7 days a week? Doesn’t he whine, doesn’t he complain, doesn’t he make accusations against God for doing this or doing that or not doing this or not doing that? Of course, he does! That’s why he’s called the devil, the great accuser or complainer! 

	Therefore, it’s a no brainer. If we whine and complain like the devil, then guess what? You’re glorifying the devil! Stop kidding yourself! I don’t know about you, but I’d say a life that glorifies the devil, probably isn’t a life worth living for, you know what I’m saying? If we’re going to learn How to Experience God’s Worship, I’d say we better look at the harmful effects of complaining, how about you? Hey, good answer, you’re not complaining, are you? And folks, it’s pretty clear. 

	 

	The 1st harmful effect of complaining is that It Affects You. 

	 

	And the 1st way complaining affects you is that It Shrivels the Heart.

	 

	Proverbs 12:25 “An anxious heart weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up.” 

	 

	Proverbs 15:4 “The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes the spirit” 

	 

	Proverbs 17:22 “A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” 

	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say drying up the bones is pretty bad, you know what I’m saying? Here’s my point. What did the Bible say caused that to happen? It was the tongue, right? It was the words coming out of the mouth! Not a happy cheerful tongue expressing kind words. Are you kidding? That provides healing to the bones! It was a harmful broken tongue that had no kind words like this lady.

	 

	“A New York woman was at her hairdresser’s on Park Avenue getting her hair styled prior to a trip to Rome with her husband. She mentioned the trip to the hairdresser, who responded, ‘Rome? Why would anyone want to go there? It’s crowded and dirty. You’re crazy to go to Rome. So, how are you getting there?’

‘We’re taking Continental,’ was the reply. ‘We got a great rate!’

‘Continental?’ exclaimed the hairdresser. ‘That’s a terrible airline. Their planes are old, and they’re always late. So, where are you staying in Rome?’

‘We’ll be at this exclusive little place over on Rome’s left bank called Teste’

‘Don’t go any further. I know that place. Everybody thinks it’s going to be something special and exclusive, but it’s really a dump, the worst hotel in the city! The rooms are small, the service is rotten, and they’re overpriced. So, what are you doing when you get there?’

‘We’re going to go to see the Vatican and we hope to see the Pope.’

‘That’s rich,’ laughed the hairdresser. ‘You and a million other people trying to see him. He’ll look the size of an ant. Boy, good luck on this lousy trip of yours. You’re going to need it.’

A month later, the woman again came in for a hairdo. The hairdresser asked her about her trip to Rome.

‘It was wonderful,’ explained the woman, ‘not only were we on time in one of Continental’s brand-new planes, but it was overbooked, and they bumped us up to first class. And the hotel was great! 

	 

	They’d just finished a $5 million remodeling job and now it’s the finest hotel in the city. In fact, they were overbooked, so they apologized and gave us their owner’s suite at no extra charge!’
 

	‘Well,’ muttered the hairdresser, ‘That’s all well and good, but I know you didn’t get to see the Pope.’

	
‘Actually, we were quite lucky, because as we toured the Vatican, a Swiss Guard tapped me on the shoulder and explained that the Pope likes to meet some of the visitors and if I’d be so kind as to step into his private room and wait, the Pope would personally greet me.’ 

	 

	Sure enough, five minutes later, the Pope walked through the door and shook my hand and spoke a few words to me.’

‘Oh, really?’ the hairdresser replied sarcastically. ‘What did he say?’

He said, ‘Where’d you get the lousy hairdo?’2

	 

	Now that hairdresser had a big problem, didn’t she? Can you guess what it might be? She had a problem with complaining, didn’t she? And apparently it didn’t just affect a hairdo it affected her what? Her heart, right?  Let’s be honest people, how many of you would love to hang out with that hairdresser? Yeah, nobody, right? Why? Because what did the Bible say? Hanging out with a person like that dries up the bones, right? You don’t want to spend time with that person. You want to get away from that person, right?

	So here’s my point. If we’re not careful people, a life of constant complaining is going to do the same thing to us! It’s going to suck the spiritual life right out of us and it’s going to dry up our bones just like that!

	And so the question is, “How does a person get like that? How do you go from one moment to having a happy cheerful heart expressing kind words, to a crushed broken heart that has no kind words?”

	Well, I think it happens something like this. You see, every day when we go through any experience, good, bad, or ugly, we have a choice to make. We can either focus on God, and put our faith in Him, and trust that He knows what He’s doing and keep on praising Him with a positive attitude. Or, you can focus only on the situation, start doubting God, and then whine and complain and develop a negative attitude. 

	I’m telling you, once you choose to get into that negative state, then the negative is all you’re ever going to see! Like it was with these guys. 

	 

	“Jim Smith went to Church service on Sunday morning. He heard the organist miss a note during the prelude, and he winced. He saw a teenager talking when everybody was supposed to be bowed in silent prayer. He felt like the usher was watching to see what he put in the offering plate and it made him boil. 

	 

	He caught the preacher making a slip of the tongue five times in the sermon by actual count. As he slipped out through the side door, during the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, ‘Never again, what a bunch of clods and hypocrites!’

	 

	Ron Jones went to Church service one Sunday morning. He heard the organist play an arrangement of ‘A Mighty Fortress’ and he was thrilled at the majesty of it. He heard a young girl take a moment in the service to speak her simple moving message of the difference her faith makes in her life. 

	 

	He was glad to see that the Church was sharing in a special offering for the hungry children of Nigeria. He especially appreciated the sermon that Sunday—it answered a question that had bothered him for a long time. 

	 

	He thought as he walked out the doors, ‘How can a man come here and not feel the presence of God?’

	 

	Both men went to the same Church service, on the same Sunday morning. Each found what he was looking for. What do we look for on Sunday morning?” 

	 

	But more importantly, what do we look for in each and every day? Where is our focus?3

	 

	Folks, when are we ever going to learn that we are never at the mercy of our circumstances and that whining and complaining is something we do not have to do! It’s a choice! Just like those two guys, you can either focus on God and trust that He knows what He’s doing and thus keep on praising Him with a positive attitude or you can focus on yourself, start whining and complaining when you don’t get what you want, when you want, the way you like it and develop a negative attitude.

	Unless you turn around and turn around fast, you’re not only going to start seeing only the negative side of life, but pretty soon you’re going to end up with a shriveled life. You’re going to end up with a shriveled heart! That’s how it happens!

	But don’t take my word for it. What did Jesus say? What did He say was the indicator that a person is heading down this deadly road? “What we store in our hearts, dictates what our mouths speak.” In other words, you can deny it all you want, but the process of a shriveled heart begins with complaining. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd way Complaining Affects You is that it Springs forth Bitterness. 

	 

	Hebrews 12:14-15 “Work at living in peace with everyone, and work at living a holy life, for those who are not holy will not see the Lord. Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many.” 

	Now, according to our text, you and I as Christians not only need to be working at living peaceful holy lives, but we also need to be watching out for what? That we don’t end up living bitter poisonous lives, right? Why? Because what did the text say? Bitterness doesn’t just affect you, it affects who? It affects the people around you right?

	And lest you think I’m making this up, let’s once again be honest. How many of you have ever run across a bitter person? Okay, and how many of you just couldn’t wait to spend time with that person? Are you kidding me? You didn’t want to spend time with them, you wanted to avoid them, right? Why? Because the bitterness never stayed with them, did it? Are you kidding! It oozed right out of them! It affected everyone they encountered!

	And so again, this is the question, “How does a person get like this? How do you go from one moment living a peaceful holy life to a bitter poisonous life? Well folks, believe it or not, shocker, it begins with complaining! You see, we’ve already seen that once a person chooses to not trust in God in their circumstances and start whining and complaining instead of praising, they develop a shriveled heart, right? Well guess what folks? Here’s the danger. The longer you let this go on and on and on and you keep on whining and you keep on grumbling and you keep on complaining, day after day after day after day, it’s going to spring forth bitterness.

	And then to make matters worse, instead of immediately turning around and getting our focus back on God, we try to justify our bitterness with statements like these. 

	 

	“You have no idea what they did to me! You don’t know what they said to me! You have no idea the trials I had to endure. The pain they’ve caused me was totally unfair! Who are you to tell me to just trust God! How quaint!” 

	 

	But folks, when are we ever going to learn that we are never at the mercy of our circumstances and bitterness is something we do not have to live with! It’s a choice! It’s the same scenario. You can either focus on God and trust that He knows what He’s doing or refuse to trust in God keep that bitterness growing.

	The Bible is clear, bitterness will always inflict a deeper wound on the person who harbors it, than the person to whom it’s directed to, like this couple found out.

	 

	“There was a man and his wife who had car trouble on a lonely road and they asked a farmer to tow them to the nearest garage to which to farmer agreed. 

	 

	But on the way the man’s wife was complaining to her husband about the fee the farmer charged. ‘It is scandalous,’ she said, ‘to charge us ten dollars for towing this car for only three miles.’ 

	 

	To which her husband replied, ‘Never mind, dear. I’m having my revenge—I’ve got my brakes on.’”4

	 

	How many times do we have to get fooled like that couple before we learn what the Scripture is trying to tell us? The whole time you think you’re getting revenge on that person by being bitter and holding that grudge, guess what you’re actually doing? You’re damaging yourself.

	In fact, let me clue you in on the humbling truth. The person you’re holding that grudge towards, maybe even years ago, has probably already long forgotten about it! Therefore, you’re the only one who’s being destroyed by constantly carrying around the pain! Why? Because somewhere along the line you had a choice to make and you chose wrong! Instead of praising God and trusting Him that He knows what He’s doing, you instead chose to whine and complain and hold on to that grudge day after day after day after day until one day, you woke up that bitter person.

	You can deny it all you want, but that’s exactly how it happens! But don’t take my word for it. What did Jesus say? What did He say was the indicator when a person is heading down this deadly road? “What we store in our hearts, dictates what our mouths speak.” Therefore, you can deny it all you want, but the process of a bitter heart begins with complaining, day after day, after day, after day.

	In order to make sure that we all clearly understand the dangers of a life of complaining and how it really will alter and eventually destroy you, let’s take a look at some other people who also put something negative in their mouth and witness how it destroyed them. They’re called drugs, and you can see the horrible effects on the following pages.

	 

	 

	[image: Image][image: Image]

	[image: Image][image: Image]

	 

	[image: Image]

	[image: Image]       

	[image: Image]

	How many of you would say a life of drugs will really mess you up? It will totally alter you won’t it? I guarantee you, when they first started, they probably thought it was no big deal. But little by little, the more they did it, the more it altered their appearance and eventually destroyed their lives, right?

	And people, can I tell you, it’s the same thing with a life of complaining, only it’s in the reverse. You take drugs internally and it will destroy you externally. But the Bible says, just like drugs, if you keep on complaining externally it will destroy you internally. First it crushes your spirit then dries up your bones! Then if you keep it up, one day you wake up to find yourself transformed into a bitter deformed person on the inside, even though you may not see it, it’s there! I didn’t say that, God did!

	In fact, if there’s only one thing you can remember from this study, then please let it be this profound truth. “If a man has Limburger cheese on his upper lip, he thinks the whole world smells.” Amazing huh? So, here’s my point. If he were to just flick that stinky cheese off his lip, what would happen? Just like that, life would smell good again, right?

	I’m here to tell you, it’s the same thing with you and I when it comes to complaining. Yes, you can stop! Yes, it is a choice! Nobody made those people take drugs and nobody makes you complain! Sometimes all we need to do is simply flick off that “stinky cheese” that negative attitude, by trusting the fact that God knows what He’s doing and that He knows what’s best for us and then guess what? Just like that, you’ll discover the world doesn’t stink anymore and life is good and there’s no reason to complain! And get back to be a positive witness for Jesus!

	Don’t you see what’s going on here? Not all our battles are against flesh and blood. This isn’t just about complaining. It’s about worshipping! The devil does not want you to worship God. Are you kidding me? He wants you to worship him! He wants you to join him by shaking a fist at God by accusing Him saying, “God You’re no good. You don’t know what You’re doing. I know what’s right. I know what I need, and I’m going to whine and complain until I get it my way!”

	And folks, lest you think there’s no way to go through life without complaining, let’s once again take a look again at the life of Adoniram Judson. Did he have a perfect life? Did things always go his way? Are you kidding! Let’s not just look at the fruit. Let’s now look at the pain.

	 

	“They were plagued with ill health, loneliness, and the death of their baby son. Then he was imprisoned for nearly two years, during which time his wife faithfully visited him, smuggling his books, papers, and notes to him, which he used in translating the Bible into the Burmese language.

	 

	Little food was given to him. His feet were bound to a large bamboo pole, his hands to another, and at night his feet were lifted higher than his head where he swung suspended on the small of his back. 

	 

	His wife brought little bits of food to him, although she and the baby were near death at times themselves and eventually did die from the rigors of life in Burma. 

	 

	So, what was Judson doing during these days in prison? Was he whining? Was he complaining? He was translating the Bible, hiding his work in a hard pillow which nobody investigated. 

	 

	Many times, smitten down with disease and at death’s door, he breathed out the prayer, ‘Lord, let me finish my work. Spare me long enough to put Your saving Word into the hands of a perishing people.’ And his reward? 

	 

	On one occasion, pitifully weak and emaciated, he was driven in chains across the burning tropical sands, until, his back lacerated and his feet covered with blisters, he fell to the ground and prayed for a speedy death. 

	 

	For almost two years he was incarcerated in a prison too vile to house animals with vermin crawling everywhere. Fellow prisoners were whipped and led forth at three in the afternoon for execution. He never knew what day his turn would be. 

	 

	And speaking at the dedication of the Judson Memorial Church in New York City, one of his sons, Edward, spoke about his father: 

	 

	‘Suffering and success go together. If you are succeeding without suffering, it is because others before you have suffered. And if you are suffering without succeeding, it’s so others after you may succeed.’5

	 

	If anyone had a “right” to whine and complain it was who? Adoniram Judson, right? But here’s the point. What did he do? Apparently, somewhere along the line, he had a choice to make, didn’t he? And apparently, he chose the right one. He chose once and for all not whine and complain against God but to what? To worship God! That’s the secret people! That’s How to Experience God’s Worship. Therefore, if you’re here today and you’re sick and tired of reading the Bible in one hand and looking at your life and saying, “Man, something’s missing here. Something does not compute. What is going on?

	Why in the world do these people like Adoniram Judson get to have this amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark?”  Then let me challenge you once again, as my sister did to me. “Who Are You Going to Glorify?” Who are you going to Worship? Is it going to be God or satan? And again, we all know the right answer is God. But hopefully by now we’re seeing that the words coming out of your mouth reveals who it is. Let’s make sure it’s Jesus. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Two

	————————————

	Complaining Affects Others

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He’s considered to be one of the greatest Evangelists of all time who literally shook two continents for God. And it all started one Saturday when a person just happened to approach him while he was working at a shoe store and simply said to him, ‘I want to tell you how much Christ loves you.’ 

	 

	So, he knelt down right then and there and was saved. And later he told how he felt. He said, ‘I was in a new world. The birds sang sweeter, the sun shone brighter. I’d never known such peace.’ 

	
Then the next thing you know, he started his own Sunday School in an abandoned freight car and then moved into an old vacant saloon. Then the class became so large that the former Mayor of Chicago gave him the hall over the city’s North Market for his meetings, rent free. And shortly after that, he produced the largest Sunday School in Chicago, reaching some 1,500 kids every week. 

	 

	But then he had an encounter with a dying Sunday School teacher who said he was greatly concerned about the salvation of the girls in his class. So, this dying teacher rented a carriage for himself and this man and went to each girl’s home winning them all to Jesus Christ. 

	 

	And this moved the man so much, that soul-winning seemed to be the only important thing to do from then on. He made a vow to tell at least one person about the Savior every single day.

	 

	Then later, another evangelist shared with him these words, ‘The world has yet to see what God will do with, and for, and through, and in, and by, the man who is fully consecrated to Him.’

	 

	[image: 281A76F8]And these words so burned in his soul that when all was said and done, this one Christians man led as many as 1,000,000 people to Christ. Perhaps the world has seen what one man can do who is totally consecrated to God. His name of course was, Dwight Moody.”1

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Dwight Moody had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying?  But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Dwight Moody is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Dwight Moody get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like Dwight Moody had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Dwight Moody had. 

	 

	We’ve already seen in the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s JOY. 

	 

	And the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to having The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s PEACE.

	 

	And the last chapter we saw the 3rd key to having The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	That happens when you live a life that worship’s God with a thankful and grateful mouth, not a cry baby whiny complaining mouth. Why? Because it’s not a good witness for Jesus! It’s a bad advertisement! We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! Being saved is the best thing ever! I’m so happy and satisfied! Don’t you want to get saved too?” And then all day long were whining and complaining. We looked at the harmful effects of complaining, and so far we’ve seen how the 1st harmful effect of complaining was that it affects you. It does that by first shriveling up your heart, crushing your spirit, drying up your bones, or worse yet, if you don’t get a handle on it, and stop it, it moves to stage two where it springs forth bitterness in your heart and will destroy your walk with Christ! You need to flick the lip before it’s too late! But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd harmful effect of complaining is that It Affects Others. It spread like a deadly infection!

	 

	And the 1st way Complaining Affects Others is that it Turns Them Into Objects of Blame. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Genesis 3:1-13 “Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ‘You will not surely die’, the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so, they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’ He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid’. And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?’ The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.’ Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’” 

	 

	Now folks, according to our text, I think it’s pretty clear. Right after sinning against God, what was the first thing out of the mouths of Adam and Eve? It was words of blame, right? Not words of ownership. Not words of accepting personal responsibility for their actions? No! They what? They complained to God it wasn’t their fault. No! It was somebody else’s fault for their actions, right? And unfortunately, this tendency to blame didn’t just stay with them. It began to spread from them. Even Noah was guilty of the same thing!

	 

	“One day the Lord spoke to Noah and said, ‘Noah, in six months I am going to make it rain until the whole world is covered with water and all the evil things are destroyed. But I want to save a few good people and two of every living thing on the planet, so I’m ordering you to build an ark.’ 

	 

	‘OK,’ Noah said, trembling with fear and fumbling with the blueprints, ‘I’m your man.’ Well, six months passed, and the Lord looked down and saw Noah sitting in his yard, weeping, and there was no ark. 

	 

	‘Noah!’ shouted the Lord, ‘where is My ark?’ ‘Lord, please forgive me!’ begged Noah. ‘I did my best, but there were some big problems. 

	 

	First, I had to get a building permit for the ark’s construction, but your plans did not meet their code. So, I had to hire an engineer to redo the plans, only to get into a long argument with him about whether to include a fire-sprinkler system.’ 

	 

	My neighbors objected, claiming that I was violating zoning ordinances by building the ark in my front yard, so I had to get a variance from the city planning board.’ ‘Then, I had a big problem getting enough wood for the ark, because there was a ban on cutting trees to save the spotted owl. 

	 

	I tried to convince the environmentalists and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that I needed the wood to save the owls, but they wouldn’t let me catch them, so no owls.’ ‘Next, I started gathering up the animals but got sued by an animal rights group that objected to me taking along only two of each kind.’ 

	 

	Just when the suit got dismissed, the EPA notified me that I couldn’t complete the ark without filing an environmental impact statement on your proposed flood. Then, the Corps of Engineers wanted a map of the proposed flood plan, so I sent them a globe!’ 

	 

	Right now, I’m still trying to resolve a complaint with the Equal Opportunities Commission over how many minorities I’m supposed to hire, and the IRS has seized all my assets claiming that I am trying to leave the country. 

	In fact, I just got a notice from the state that I owe some kind of use tax. Really, I don’t think I can finish the ark in less than five years.’ 

	 

	With that, the sky cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow arched across the sky. Noah looked up and smiled. ‘You mean you are not going to destroy the world?’ he asked hopefully. 

	 

	‘No,’ said the Lord, ‘the government already has.’”2

	 

	Now, does that sound familiar or what? And no, I’m not talking just about the harmful effects of the government. Hello, that’s pretty obvious. But what I am talking about is how we too, like Adam and Eve and even Noah, because it didn’t just stop with him, is how we have this tendency to blame all our problems on other people instead of accepting personal responsibility, right?

	And here’s my point. The reason why I think Adam and Eve immediately went headlong into blaming others for their problems is because when they sinned, stop and think about it, it was the first time they developed an “I” problem. You see, when they sinned, for the first time, they were more concerned about what was best for me, myself, and I, the unholy trinity, instead of God. Their beautiful worship of God had denigrated into a sinful worship of self! And to show you how sinful this “self-worship” must sound in the ears of God, let’s watch this video clip of self-worship.

	 

	The scene opens with a man sitting at a piano singing the song “It’s all about me.” The announcer comes on saying “It is all about you. Now the greatest collection of ME worship is available on one CD. The singer then proceeds to sing a song entitled, “Now I Lift My Name on High”. The Announcer says, “All 20 songs all about you.” Then the next song comes on, “I Exalt me”. 

	 

	The announcer says, “This amazing collection is great to share with friends if you have any, everyone can join in with the worship with you, for you and about you because you are unique, and you love you.” Now the singer is singing a new song, “There is none like me”. “All this for only $19.95. Operators are standing by to serve you. Once again, the singer starts singing, “I am why I Sing.” 

	 

	If you order now you will also receive a second CD of Yuletide favorites. “Oh Come Let Us Adore Me.” To order just call 1-800-MEMEME or order online at WWW.MEMYSELFANDI.COM. “How Great I Am.” Order today because no one can praise you like you.

	 

	Now, those “self-worship” songs would be funny if what? If it weren’t so true. People wake up! Learn the lesson from Adam and Eve. Just like Adam and Eve, the average person today, yes even in the Church, is more concerned about the god of me myself and I, instead of God! And so, guess what? You’re not worshipping God. You’re worshipping yourself! And people that’s why you can say all you want that you worship God but the words coming out of your mouth are the actual tune He hears. And if it’s whining and complaining and even blaming, then stop kidding yourself! You’re not worshipping God, you’re worshipping yourself!

	Oh, but it gets worse. Not only are we guilty of self-worship by whining and complaining and blaming others like Adam and Eve did, but once we turn others into an object of blame, we now get locked into a life of sin. You see, here’s what we’re doing. We think we’re avoiding the guilt, by blaming others, but hello, you’re not, God sees it all. You’re being tricked into not having to deal with your sinful behavior and so guess what? You never stop your sinful behavior.

	So, what does it sound like when somebody’s getting locked into a life of sin? Well, it sounds something like this. For instance, if we don’t like our job we say, “It’s my employer’s fault. They don’t realize how good an employee they’ve got. Everybody else gets a raise but me, and I work harder than all of them put together!” Or, if we don’t like our marriage we state, “It’s my spouse’s fault. They used to be loving but now they only think of themselves. They don’t meet my needs. How can anyone expect me to put up with this behavior?” Or, if we don’t like our kid’s behavior then it is definitely not our fault. We declare, “Those kids never mind me. I get no respect. I could yell at them until I am blue in the face and they still won’t listen to me.” Sound familiar? Of course, it does. 

	But people, when are we going to learn that blaming others for our behavior is simply a subtle way to not have to deal with our behavior? If you don’t deal with your behavior then you won’t change your behavior, which means you just got locked into a life of sin! Do you get it? Do you see the trap? 

	So, what does it sound like when a person is being set free from a life of sin? Well, I think it sounds something like this. If they don’t like their job, they’re not going to whine or complain or even blame, they’ll say, “Jesus I thank You that I even have a job. Lord, remind me that I work for You and not man. May I realize that this isn’t just a place of employment but a mission field from You.” Or if they don’t like their marriage they state, “Jesus, I thank You for my spouse. I recommit myself to the vows of promise I made before You and man. Lord before You change my spouse’s heart, please change mine.” And if they don’t like their kid’s behavior they declare, “Jesus I praise You that all my kids are a gift from You. I take responsibility for their behavior. God, help me to raise them according to Your standards and please repair the damage that’s already been done.” Do you see it?

	And I’m telling you, this is the great news. When we can finally stop turning others into an object of blame, we’re finally in a position to stop the game! When we finally start accepting responsibility for our behavior, we’re finally in a position to change our behavior! Do you get it?

	So how do we know when a person’s finally gaining the victory over their sinful behavior? Well, it’s simple folks. Their mouths will back it up by not complaining or blaming others for their behavior! Oh, but that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd way Complaining Affects Others is that it Leads Others to Do the Same.

	 

	2 Timothy 2:16-17 “But steer clear of these unchristian babblings, which in practice lead further and further away from Christian living. For their teachings are as dangerous as blood-poisoning to the body and spread like sepsis from a wound.” 

	 

	By the way, for those of you who may not know, sepsis is a formation of pus. Pretty gross huh? Hey, who wants to be a pus mouth? Kiss, kiss! And folks, what’s going on there is a warning about giving an ear to false teaching, which is obviously poisonous to the Body of Christ, right? Of course! What I find interesting is that the words there “unchristian babblings” literally mean “vain and useless talk” or “worldly empty chatter.” And I started thinking about it and thought man, isn’t that exactly what complaining is? Vain and useless talk. Empty chatter. You know, Yada yada yada, blah, blah, blah, right? And even if you think that might be a stretch of the text, I still think complaining fits the context of false teaching because if you stop and think about it, isn’t that what a person’s doing when they complain? Aren’t they spewing forth false teaching by attacking the character of God assuming He doesn’t know what in the world He’s doing? I think so. That’s a false teaching.

	Okay, but here’s my point. What was this vain, this useless, this empty talk compared to? Like sepsis from a wound, right? Like a person who’s got a pus mouth, right? But that’s right, thanks to wiener dog lesson #421, I came across an even more graphic illustration than that. I’m telling you, get a weiner dog, get spiritual. As I shared before, when I was Pastoring in New York, one day when I got home my male dog Sammy came up to me and I noticed he had a dead carcass in his mouth. And I could tell he was pretty proud of it, you know, showing his Pop’s the big kill. And as I looked at it, I could tell it was a dead mouse, and before you guys laugh, for a wiener dog, that’s a pretty big kill, if you compare the size. But anyway, the closer I looked at that mouse, I noticed it wasn’t just dead, it was decomposed! It was flat and crispy. It had actually been dead for quite a while. Then it dawned on me, man, he didn’t kill it. He found it! But that’s right, I wasn’t going to tell him and ruin his day. I was still proud of him. You know we guys need to stick together. But anyway, all this was taking place on the back deck and Brandie and the kids were there and once they saw the crispy critter in his mouth, they started screaming, “Eeewww! Yuck! Get it out. Get it out!” So, I did the manly thing and went to grab the mouse out of his mouth and he was a little reluctant to give up his big kill, but eventually he did, and that’s when I noticed that it wasn’t just crispy, it was moving! There were maggots all over that thing in his mouth! Then a couple of them fell on the deck with Billy there trying to play with them saying, “Oooh, look Poppa! Wormy’s, wormy’s!” and me saying, “Back off son! Those aren’t worms! But then I realized that, wait a second, Sammy’s got maggots in his mouth, which was soon verified when he’s started doing this thing with his tongue, trying to get them out. That’s right, I did what any red-blooded American pet owner would do. I turned to Sammy and thought to myself, “Dude, you’re on your own! There’s no stinking way I’m not touching those things! Hopefully those nature shows are right when they say those things are a good source of protein!” you know what I’m saying. 

	But here’s my point. Can you imagine biting into something, only to discover that your mouth is now full of maggots! You know, probably a piece of chicken. But can you imagine that? I mean, what would you do? Man, you’d be doing your own thing with the tongue, right? Get it off! Get it off! right? Now, according to our text, that’s a picture of what we’re doing when we whine and complain all the time! Unchristian babblings! It’s like pus or maggots coming out of our mouth! And worse yet, what did the text say? It’s bad enough you now have a pus or maggot mouth, but it doesn’t stay with you. It what? It infects those around you! It spreads through the Body of Christ like poisoning to the body!

	And people, that’s why the Bible says complaining is nothing more than “noise pollution.” It is a complete “waste of time.” It’s “toxic talk.” And we all know this. For instance, how many of you guys have ever had to work or live with somebody who complained all the time? Now was it fun? Was it something you looked forward to? You couldn’t wait to get back to experience more? Are you kidding! You didn’t want to hang out with them. You wanted to run from them, right? In fact, here’s the point. If you weren’t careful, what would happen? 

	The next thing you know, you started to complain too, didn’t you? Exactly! Why? Because their complaining led you to do the same! And people, this is why the Bible warns about this destructive behavior.

	 

	Proverbs 21:9 “Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife.” 

	 

	Proverbs 19:13 “A foolish son is his father’s ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping.” 

	 

	Now before you married men get too excited and say, “You know Pastor Billy, I’ve never memorized a verse in my life, but for some reason, I think the Lord wants me to start with those two”. Let it be known that those verses apply to both husband and wife. But to give you an idea of what this constant complaining looks like and why it’s compared to a constant drip; this video says it all. 

	 

	“The husband comes in after a long day on the job and sits down on the couch to take a little nap before dinner. He closes his eyes and is about to doze off when he hears a drip, drip from the kitchen sink.

	 

	He rubs his eyes and listens for a second when he hears another drip down the drain, this time he could hear it echo from the kitchen. 

	 

	He lays his head back down and closes his eyes. He’s just about asleep when his wife comes in through the front door and says, “Hi Honey.” Now he is half asleep, but he sits up to acknowledge her being home. Now he not only hears the drip, drip but his wife is asking if he has been on the couch all day. He is so sleepy he can barely open his eyes. 

	 

	Now she is standing over him telling him about her day where everything has gone wrong. She won’t stop talking and the drip won’t stop dripping. He takes a deep breath and straightens himself up on the couch. The faster she talks the faster the drip drips in the kitchen. He is now sitting up on the couch and is rubbing his head. She keeps talking, the drip keeps dripping and now he has just about had it. 

	 

	His eyes are wide open, and he is staring at the ceiling. He gradually stands up and starts walking to the kitchen. She is following him as he opens a drawer to pull out a wrench, looks at his wife with evil in his eyes. She is staring at the wrench in his hand and as he passes her heading for the sink.

	 

	She says, “You’re actually going to fix something, this is amazing, you know your way around the kitchen. It’s amazing, I can’t believe it!” Suddenly the drip has stopped, and she is speechless. It is total silence. He leaves the wrench on the sink and walks out of the room. Never saying a word. Total silence.”

	 

	How many of you thought that man was going to do something different with that wrench? Here’s my point. Why was it so tempting to think that? Because being around somebody like that drives you up a wall! They are constantly complaining, and it is a constant drain. Although, in my house we don’t call it nagging. We say, “I’m being a helpful reminder.” In fact, my wife and I don’t argue. Rather, we have just have “intense moments of fellowship.” But that’s right, call it what you will, a constant complainer is a constant drainer!

	And that’s bad enough, but here’s my point. If you’re not careful, you’ll not just get drained, you’re going to start doing the same! But praise God there’s a wrench in the scripture that’ll once and for all put a stop to this constant dripping and it’s found in this verse. 

	 

	Ephesians 4:29 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” 

	 

	According to our text the Bible is clear. We as Christians should not be tearing each other down, but what? We should be building each other up, right? 

	We do not need “noise pollution.” We need “noise edification.” We don’t need complaining. We need to stop the draining! We need to apply the wrench and shut it off! Why? Because that kind of conversation spreads like sepsis from a wound! It’s got no place in the Body of Christ. Because the next thing you know, just like poison, it won’t just kill a relationship, it’ll kill a Church! Why? 

	Because now everybody’s got maggots coming out of their mouth! And I don’t know about you guys, but I wouldn’t want to go to a Church like that!

	So, what do we do if we are guilty of complaining and leading others to do the same? Well one, you need to repent and get right with God, and two, you need to check in for an attitude adjustment. You see, I think one of the main reasons why people tend to be constant complainers is simply because they have chosen, yes, it’s a choice, to be a pessimist instead of an optimist, like this guy.

	 

	“A man was placed in a monastery and was given the opportunity to say only two words every five years. After the first five passed, he was called in and allowed to say two words. 

	 

	He said, ‘Food bad.’ 

	 

	Five years later, his two words were ‘Bed hard.’ 

	 

	After a total of fifteen years, he said, ‘I quit.’ 

	 

	The bishops responded, ‘We’re not surprised. You’ve been complaining ever since you got here.’”3

	 

	Now, that guy was a pessimist, right? Yeah, big time! But that’s right, men aren’t the only ones.

	 

	“There was a lady known as an incurable grumbler who constantly complained about everything. 

	 

	At last her preacher thought he had found something about which she would be happy, for her farm crop was the finest for miles around. 

	 

	When he met her, he said with a beaming smile, ‘You must be very pleased, Mary. Everyone is saying how healthy your potatoes look this year.’ 

	In her usual sour manner, she replied, ‘True, they’re pretty good, but what am I going to do when I need bad ones to feed the pigs?’”4

	 

	But that’s right, on the other hand, an optimist is totally different. They always have a knack for looking on the positive side of life, like this guy. 

	 

	“There was a grumpy diner who was furious when his steak arrived too rare. 

	 

	‘Waiter,’ he barked, ‘didn’t you hear me say ‘well done’?’ 

	 

	And the waiter replied, ‘I can’t thank you enough, sir. I hardly ever get a compliment.’”5

	 

	How many of you would say that waiter was pretty optimistic? In fact, a classic example of optimism is the 90-year-old couple who bought some real estate and took out a 30-year loan!? Or the lady who puts her shoes on when the preacher says, “And now in conclusion.” Yeah! You still got a long way to go! He’s still getting in his third point! But people, it boils down to this. “You can either complain that rose bushes have thorns or you can be glad that thorn bushes have roses.” It’s all in the attitude and yes, it’s a choice, just like it was for these boys.

	 

	“There were two boys who had two totally different outlooks on life. The first one was habitually negative. No matter what it was, he would see the bad in it. However, the second boy was just the opposite. He had an amazing talent of finding the good in every situation. Awestruck by the adolescent’s differences, some psychiatrists decided to test and see if they could get the boys to change their dispositions. 

	 

	They took the negative boy to Toys R Us, after hours, so that he could have the store to himself. Then the psychiatrists announced that he could have any toy he wanted in the whole store. In fact, he could have as many toys as he wanted. Yet, surprisingly the boy just sat there on the floor. Thinking that he may not have heard them clearly, the doctors repeated their instructions that he could have any toy in the store. 

	 

	The boy continued to remain still. Finally, one of the experimenters decided to help the adolescent get started so he pointed to a pair of skates and said, ‘Here are some skates. Would you like to have these?’ ‘Are you crazy!’ replied the boy. ‘Don’t you know that I could fall and break my leg!’ Another psychiatrist brought over a bicycle. He just knew that no kid could resist a brand-new shiny bike. However, the negative boy cried out, ‘Are you trying to kill me? Do you know how many people are run over by cars while riding bikes?’ 

	 

	The second boy was taken to a farm. The experimenters thought for sure that they had found something to which he would not be positive about. They put him before a huge two-story mound of horse manure. But before they could say anything, the boy charged into the massive pile of dung. He was digging into and slinging manure in such a frenzy that he was almost unobservable from all the flying debris. 

	 

	The psychiatrists were completely amazed and shocked. They hurried over to the busy child and asked him, ‘What in the world are you doing? Don’t you know that this is horse manure?’ Searching intently and still engaged in digging, the positive boy remarked, ‘Of course I know that.’ ‘Then what are you looking for?’ returned the doctors. ‘Well,’ replied the excited child, ‘I figured that with this big of a manure pile that there must be pony in here somewhere!’ “

	 

	Now is that a positive attitude or what? And folks, notice what it did! It took a big ‘ol stinky situation and turned it into something wonderful! And so, it is with us! Every single day you have a choice to make! Sometimes you might feel like you’re getting the “raw end of the deal” or somebody dumped a “pile of manure” on you but it’s your attitude that determines the outcome. One again, Chuck Swindoll says this:

	 

	“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude in life. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do. 

	 

	It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will make or break a company…a Church…a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. 

	 

	The only thing we can do is play on the one thing we have, and that is our attitude…I am convinced that life is 10 percent what happens to me and 90 percent how I react to it. And so, it is with you…we are in charge of our attitudes.”

	 

	In other words, yes you can just “flick the lip” … take the wrench, a positive attitude and “shut the drip…the complaining off” and get back to being that positive witness for Jesus. Let’s be those people who Worships God with your mouth leading many souls to Him. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Three

	————————————

	Complaining Affects the Gospel

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He started out as your typical teenager full of doubts about the existence of God and so one Sunday morning he decided to go to a Church service to find the answers. But due to a snowstorm he couldn’t go to the Church service he wanted to, so he had to go to another small one in the area. But it just so happened that the Pastor of that Church did not show up due to an illness and so a layman went to the pulpit and began to preach. 

	 

	And it just so happened that the laymen began to preach on Isaiah 45:22, which said, ‘Look to me and be saved, all you end of the earth.’ In fact, he simply stuck to the text for the simple reason he had little else to say. Then it just so happened that this layman, for some reason, fixed his eyes on this teenager, that he never saw before and said, ‘Young man, you look very miserable. And you always will be miserable, miserable in life and miserable in death, if you don’t obey the text. But if you obey now, this moment you will be saved.’ 

	 

	Therefore, he did just that, he got saved and it didn’t take long to see the fruit of his salvation. He began to pass out tracts and then later witness to people about Jesus. Then he began to teach a Sunday School class and soon he preached his first sermon at the age of 16 leaving people utterly amazed at how a teenager could preach the Word of God with such power. 

	 

	Then when he was 17, he became the Pastor of that Church and even though the Church began with 100 members it soon grew to 10,000. And, in addition to his regular pastoral duties, he founded Sunday schools, Churches, an orphanage, and a Christian College. He edited a monthly church magazine, promoted literature distribution, published more than 3,500 sermons, 63 volumes of material that stands as the largest set of books by a single author in the history of Christianity. 

	 

	But in his preaching, he demonstrated that he had a great love for souls. Christians were fed and corrected with such words as, ‘There is dust enough on some of your Bibles to write damnation with your fingers,’ and to the lost he pleaded and begged with them to come to Christ. 

	[image: Image]

	And because of this great love to tell it like it is, he’s considered to be the greatest preacher of the age. His name was, Charles Haddon Spurgeon.”1

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Charles Spurgeon had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say that is experiencing God’s Worship, amen? But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Charles Spurgeon was most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Charles Spurgeon get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life experiencing God’s worship, like Charles Spurgeon had, is available to every single Christian! That’s why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christians Guide to Living in the Last Day.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Charles Spurgeon had. 

	 

	We’ve already seen the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s JOY. 

	 

	The next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s PEACE.

	The last two chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	That is, a life that is thankful and grateful for what God has done with your mouth, not some cry baby whiny complaining mouth. Why? Because it’s not a good advertisement for Jesus! We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! Being saved is the best thing ever! I’m so happy and satisfied! Don’t you want to get saved too?” And then all day long were whining and complaining, not a good witness, it pushed people away from Jesus! So, we looked at the harmful effects of complaining. 

	 

	So far, we’ve seen how the 1st harmful effect of complaining was that it affects you. 

	 

	And then last time we saw the 2nd harmful effect of complaining was that It affects others.

	 

	It doesn’t stop with you. It spreads like a horrible disease! It does that by first turning others into objects of blame, which will lock you into a horrible life sin by your own doing, which is bad enough, but if you don’t get a handle on it, it leads others to do the same until the next thing you know everybody’s infected with a maggot mouth! And I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to Church full of maggot mouths! But that’s still not all. It gets worse as you go. 

	 

	The 3rd harmful effect of complaining is that It Affects the Gospel.

	 

	And the 1st way Complaining Affects the Gospel is that it gives a False Representation of Jesus Christ. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Philippians 2:5-15 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe.” 

	 

	Before I bust in to explaining the text, I want to first give us a history lesson. Did you know that in history, certain things identified people in the public arena as to who they were and what they did for a living? For instance, a person would put a wood chip behind their ear when they went out into the public eye to identify to others that they were a carpenter. Another person would stick a needle in their tunic to let others know that they were a tailor. Or a person would wear colored rags so that everyone knew they were a dyer of clothing. And so, here’s my point. According to our text, as a Christian, what mark should distinguish us in the public eye that we are true representation of Jesus Christ? What did our text say? We are to do everything without complaining right?

	By the way, how much is everything? Does it mean to just give it that good ol’ college try, or to just try not to complain only once in a while, or just whenever it feels right? Are you kidding me? All means all! It’s just as valid of a commandment as you shall not murder, and you shall not steal? Therefore, if we’re going to adequately represent God in this world then we’ve got to do everything without complaining right? We’ve got to be people who are shining in the midst of this dark and dying world instead of whining exactly like the rest of this world, otherwise we’re giving a false representation of a Christ!

	In case you don’t know, a person who gives a false representation is called a hypocrite. One who says or believes one thing yet does another. If there’s one thing this world hates more than anything, it’s hypocrites in the Church! Why? Because it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to figure out that if we say on the one hand, Jesus is wonderful, yet on the other hand we whine and grumble and complain all the time, then we are acting like a hypocrite, like this girl.

	 

	The video begins with two people talking. The young man says, “No body in my family is Christian.” She says, “I’m sorry about that. Have you tried talking to them?” He answers, “Yeah, I tried to tell my sister about Jesus one time when she was downstairs using the computer. So, I went down and was going to tell her about Jesus, but all that came out was how to use the computer.” Her answer was, “I have a Bible verse about that. Would you like for me to go get it?” He answered, “Yeah, that would be a great help.”

	 

	Right after she got up to walk out of the room another guy comes running in through the front door. “Adrian,” he yells, “Did you know that Kevin just wrecked his brand-new Honda?” She comes running back into the room carrying the Bible and says, “No (bleep) I knew he had that coming. I knew that was going to happen. He so deserved it, he is a terrible driver, he is (bleep) awful. I think he was full of (bleep) when he bought that car. All he did was talk about that (bleep) car. All the time, it was ridiculous. I’m glad!” 

	 

	Then she sits down with the Bible and says, “Ok, I have that Bible verse for you, II Timothy 4:2. ‘Preach the word, be prepared in season, and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and careful instruction.” He sits there and stares at her a few second and then he replies, “Ok...?” 

	 

	Now, how many of you would say that girl was a slight hypocrite there with her words? Hello! Preaching the Word of God on one hand yet cussing like a sailor in the other! Give me a break! But people, here’s the point. Stop and think about it. Aren’t we doing the same thing when we whine and complain all the time? I mean, we all know the Bible clearly says we shouldn’t be cussing, but how many of us realize that neither should we be complaining? You talk about a potty mouth! People, these are the facts. Our actions, behavior, and words identify who we are in the world’s eyes. And it’s this tendency to be hypocritical with our words in the public eye that James was trying to warn us about.

	 

	James 3:9-12 “We use the tongue to bless our Lord and Father and we use the same tongue to curse our fellow-men, who are all created in God’s likeness. Blessing and curses come out of the same mouth—surely, my brothers, this is the sort of thing that never ought to happen! Have you ever known a spring to give sweet and bitter water from the same source? Have you ever seen a fig-tree with a crop of olives, or seen figs growing on a vine? It is just as impossible for salt water to produce fresh.” 

	 

	Folks, when in the world are, we ever going to learn that you may be able to fool some of the people some of the time, but you can never fool God. 

	Stop kidding yourself and ask yourself, as a Christian, with your words, are you giving forth sweet water or bitter water? It is salty or is it fresh? And if it’s bitter or salty, then the Scripture is clear, you better knock it off! Why? Because that’s not the kind of Christian God wants this world to see. It’s a hypocrite. It’s a false representation of Christ. And it’s not just detrimental to your life, it’s detrimental to the lives of others, like it was with this guy. 

	 

	“Years ago, in Germany there was a young Jewish boy who had a profound sense of admiration for his father. And the life of the family centered around the acts of piety and devotion prescribed by their religion. The father was zealous in attending worship and instruction and demanded the same from his children. 

	 

	But while the boy was a teenager the family was forced to move to another town in Germany. In the new location there was no synagogue, and the pillars of the community all belonged to the Lutheran Church. So suddenly the father announced to the family that they were all going to abandon their Jewish traditions and join the Lutheran Church. 

	 

	[image: Image]Well, when the stunned family asked why, the father explained that it was necessary to help his business.  So, the youngster was bewildered and confused. His deep disappointment soon gave way to anger and a kind of intense bitterness that plagued him throughout his life. So, he left Germany and went to England to study. 

	 

	And soon, daily he sat at the British Museum formulating his ideas and composing a book. In that book he introduced a whole new kind of life and conceived of a movement that was designed to change the world. In the book he described religion as an "opiate for the masses" that could be explained totally in terms of economics. 

	 

	And today there are billions of people in the world who live under the system invented by this embittered man. The man’s name of course is Karl Marx. The influence of this father's hypocrisy is still being felt around the world.”

	 

	In light of that story, think of how many people have been driven into the horrible clutches of communism and how many millions of people have died as a result of it? And it all started with what? With one man’s hypocrisy. And here’s my point. What in the world do we think we are doing when we whine and complain all the time? How many people have been driven away from Christ by our constant barrage of complaining? How many souls are perishing in hell right now because of hypocritical words? How many people are doomed for all eternity because we chose to whine instead of shine! Don’t we realize that a life of constant complaining is just as deadly and just as hypocritical as what Karl Marx’s father did?

	And I got to thinking about this and I thought, gee whiz, maybe this is the reason why the people are refusing to listen the claims of Christ? Maybe this is why the masses are scoffing at the Gospel of Christ? Maybe it’s because we’re giving a false representation of Christ? But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 2nd way Complaining Affects the Gospel is that it Follows the Way of the World.

	 

	John 17:13-16 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of My joy within them. I have given them Your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.” 

	 

	According to our text, I think it’s pretty obvious. If we are no more part of this world then Jesus is, then hello, shouldn’t our lives as well as our words back it up? I mean, shouldn’t our conversations be filled with the same words that Jesus spoke instead of the words of this world? Wouldn’t that be a defining mark of a follower of Christ? Of course!

	Unfortunately, that’s no longer the case! I don’t know if you’ve noticed or not, but when it comes to words coming out of the mouth, most Christians today are not following the way of Christ Who when He was beaten, He refused to retaliate or even utter a word…I.E. He refused to complain! Instead we have Christians who are following the way of this world by whining and complaining at the slightest infraction! In fact, so much so that it’s considered to be the “norm” in everyone’s conversation. 

	For instance, a case in point would be Monday mornings. When you get to work, what is everyone talking about? What’s the first thing out of their mouths? Complaints, right? “You won’t believe what so and so did to me this weekend!” “Did you hear what they said on the news this morning?” or, “I can’t believe it. Some crazy driver almost ran me off the road on the way to work!” And if that wasn’t bad enough, it continues every day all week long. “Did you see what so and so fellow employee did?” “Did you hear that in the meeting? I can’t believe the stupid decision the boss just made!”

	Oh, but it doesn’t end there. If you’ll notice, people will complain just about anything. Whether it is the weather conditions, something being said on the radio, an article read in the newspaper, food, bad breath, politics, or even something as trivial as a fly buzzing around. And it continues day in and day out. Then the weekend arrives and guess what? It starts all over again on Monday! 

	Folks we have got to wake up! This is the way of the world and that defines a worldly person. But the Bible is clear. We are not to be worldly people. We are to Christ’s people. We are to praise our Heavenly Father in the midst of our pain and we are to shine in the midst of the darkness. We are to declare His majesty in the midst of the muck and the mire and shine like bright lights in a dark universe! But now our conversations are just as dark as everyone else’s! What has happened to us? Have we forgotten who we are and Whom we serve? Where have the Patrick Henry’s of old gone? Where are the men and women who will look death in the face and cry out, “Give me liberty or give me death?” No, instead we have a world full of people, even Christians who say, “Give me hot French fries or I’ll tell the manager!” What in the world has happened to us? 

	Therefore, in hopes to turn things around, I only have time to share one practical tip with you that I personally use.

	 

	The 1st thing we need to do to stop whining and complaining just like the rest of the world is To Put Our Problems in Perspective. 

	 

	1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

	 

	Now according to our text it’s pretty clear. In every single one of our circumstances, good bad or ugly, what are we Christians supposed to do? We are to be prayerful, joyful, and thankful, right? Pretty simple, isn’t it? In fact, it’s not just God’s will for us, but it’s just as much God’s will for us, as again, is do not murder and do not steal, right? Exactly! And lest you still think this is somehow mission impossible, I challenge you with the obvious. Hello! If God wrote it in His Word, then that means it is possible! All things are possible with God! And sometimes it’s just as simple as putting your problems into perspective, like this video does for us.

	 

	This video begins with three Asian girls eating in a restaurant in what might be China or Thailand. They order chicken, mashed potatoes, all the fixins and a great dessert. They laugh, talk and eat. When they are finished only half the food has been eaten. They pay and leave the restaurant. 

	 

	The waiter comes to clear the table and take the scraps to the kitchen and then out into the alley in the garbage pail.  After the restaurant closes this same waiter goes out into the alley and gets the trash can and brings it back into the restaurant.

	 

	He goes through the garbage to separate the food that wasn’t eaten from the rest of the trash. He put the uneaten food in a bag and the trash back out into the alley.

	 

	He gets on his bike and goes home. When he gets home, he is met by his wife and 4 small children. They have been waiting for him and are all sitting at the table with empty plates.

	 

	He brings out the garbage bag that he had brought home to them. Their faces light up with glee. They are hungry, and he has just brought them a feast. They are so happy. 

	 

	One small boy reaches for a piece of the left-over chicken and the father says wait. They all sit in silence until the mother and baby have been seated and he then says the blessing over the great meal that they are about to eat. 

	

	Let me tell their story, you won’t think is true.

	I have not forgotten, so I’m sharing it with you.

	For all the things we know, what have we really learned?

	Though I close my eyes, the images remain, and their story begins again.

	 

	Around the World 25,000 people die of Hunger

	Everyday.

	 

	Put it in perspective. We all got problems, but guess what? It ain’t nothing like that! You thought you had it bad but compared to the rest of the world, it could be a whole lot worse, couldn’t it? In fact, let me break it down even more practically. It’s all aspects of life.
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	I’ll say it again. We all got problems, but guess what? It ain’t nothing like that! You thought you had it bad but compared to the rest of the world, it could be a whole lot worse, couldn’t it? Therefore, here’s the point. Once you put your problems into perspective like that video, then all of a sudden you see, Hey, life is good! Life is awesome! There’s no need to complain. Are you kidding me? 

	Why, look around, there’s plenty of reason be prayerful, joyful, and thankful, isn’t there? Exactly! Just put it into perspective and it changes everything!

	Therefore, if you got a problem, don’t pout about it, pray about it. Why? Because unless you do, it won’t just affect your attitude, but once again, it will affect the Gospel, like this lady learned. 

	 

	“There was a Christian baroness living in the highlands of Nairobi, Kenya, and she told of a young national who was employed as her houseboy. After three months, he asked the baroness to give him a letter of reference to a friendly sheik some miles away. 

	 

	Well, the baroness, not wishing the houseboy to leave just when he had learned the routine of the household, offered to increase his pay. But the lad replied that he was not leaving for higher pay. Rather, he had decided he would either become a Christian or a Muslim. 

	 

	This was why he had come to work for the baroness for three months. He had wished to see how Christians acted. Now he wanted to work for three months for the sheik to observe the ways of the Muslims. Then he would decide which way of life he would follow. 

	 

	But at this, the baroness was stunned because she recalled her many bouts with complaining and the many blemishes in her dealings with the houseboy. 

	 

	She could only exclaim, 'Why didn't you tell me at the beginning!'”

	 

	That lady found out just a little too late about the harmful effects a life of complaining has on the gospel, didn’t she? You see, the fact is, you and I might be the only Christian somebody will ever see. And once again, if we expect people to believe that Jesus will satisfy their deepest inner longings, then shouldn’t we back it up with our words as well as our lives? Yes, it’s quite obvious when a person has a good attitude for Jesus, isn’t it? It really shows on our faces, doesn’t it? I’m here to tell you, it’s the same thing with you and I when it comes to complaining. Yes, you can stop! It’s a choice! Nobody makes you! All we need to do is flick the lip, use the wrench, and put it into perspective, and get back to being that positive witness for Jesus.  Let’s be that Church, let’s be those people who Worship God with our mouth leading many souls to Him. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Four

	————————————

	Complaining Affects God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“When it comes to theologians and Bible teachers, most of them would strike out when it comes to soul-winning ministry. But not this man. His story begins with his heritage. His father was pastor of a local Church for 64 years and his mother was the daughter of another Pastor. 

	 

	And even though he was the fifth child and only son among eleven children, by the age of six he was already studying Latin and by age seven he already had an encounter with God. Then by the age of nine through his rigorous home school training, he was already composing papers on the nature of souls. 

	 

	In fact, by age twelve he was already writing about revival like a seasoned saint and at the age of 13 he entered Yale University because he had already learned Latin, Greek and Hebrew and of course he later graduated valedictorian of his class.

	 

	Then after that he took on a Pastorate where he later wrote in his diary, ‘I made salvation the main business of my life’ and he made a resolution to, ‘Never to do any manner of things, whether in soul or body, that does not tend to the glory of God.’

	 

	And it was during this time there was a good deal of vulgarity and looseness of life in America and even in the Church. So, this young Pastor preached a sermon entitled, ‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God’ based on Deuteronomy 32:35 which says, “It is mine to avenge, I will repay. In due time their foot will slip; their day of disaster is near and their doom rushes upon them.”

	 

	In fact, the words of this Preacher so gripped the audience that they felt that if he should stop speaking, the doom he pronounced would immediately come upon them. And so vivid was his imagination that he depicted the eternal torments of the lost with words such as this:

	 

	“The God that holds you over the pit of Hell, much as one holds a spider, or some loathsome insect, over a fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked.” 

	 

	Well at this, men and women stood up and rolled on the floor with their cries at one point drowning out the voice of the preacher. In fact, some are said to have laid hold on the pillars and braces of the church, apparently feeling that at that very moment their feet were sliding straight into hell! 

	 

	[image: Image result for jonathan Edwards]But that was just the beginning. Throughout the night in almost every house of that town, men and women could be heard crying out for God to save them. And before it was over, 500 were saved in that day alone. In fact, New England's population was about 300,000 and it is estimated some 60,000 were saved during this period.

	 

	But it didn’t stop there. Soon it spread to other towns and numerous revivals broke out in other places throughout New England and continued on for several years. In fact, the Heavenly power from God Most High swept from that one town to over 150 different towns and cities. And for the next 20 years the fires of revival blazed across our country.

	 

	The man’s name of course is, Jonathan Edwards.”1

	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Jonathan Edwards had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, so much so that I’d say now that he was experiencing God’s worship, amen? But that’s right folks, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Jonathan Edwards is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on?

	Why do these people like Jonathan Edwards get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like Jonathan Edwards had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Jonathan Edwards had. 

	 

	We’ve already seen the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s JOY. 

	 

	And the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s PEACE.

	 

	And the last three chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	That is, a life that is thankful and grateful for what God has done with your mouth, not some cry baby whiny complaining mouth. Why? Because it’s not a good advertisement for Jesus! We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! Being saved is the best thing ever! I’m so happy and satisfied! Don’t you want to get saved too?” And then all day long were whining and complaining, not a good witness, it pushed people away from Jesus! Therefore, we looked at the harmful effects of complaining and so far we’ve seen how complaining affects you and it affects others. 

	 

	Last time we saw how the 3rd harmful effect of complaining was that It Affects the Gospel.

	 

	There we saw that it does that by giving a false representation of a Christ which is called hypocrisy, and second, it’s following the way of the world which is an absolutely horrible witness. No wonder people don’t want to get saved! Here we are saying on the one hand that Jesus is the greatest thing since sliced bread yet on the other hand we’re whining and complaining just like everyone else? Yeah right! Who’s kidding who! But that’s right folks, believe it or not that’s still not the only harmful effect of complaining. 

	 

	The 4th harmful effect of complaining is that It Affects God.

	 

	And the 1st way Complaining Affects God is that it Says God is Wrong. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Exodus 16:1-8 “The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The Israelites said to them, If only we had died by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death. Then the LORD said to Moses, I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow My instructions. On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as they gather on the other days. So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, In the evening you will know that it was the LORD who brought you out of Egypt, and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, because He has heard your grumbling against Him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us? Moses also said, You will know that it was the LORD when he gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because He has heard your grumbling against Him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD.” 

	 

	According to our text I think it pretty clear. After God brought the Israelites out of Egypt and they hit a challenging time, what did they do? Even after all God had done to show them that He was in full control, they still started to whine and complain, didn’t they? Exactly! In fact, here’s the shocker. They thought they were complaining against Moses and Aaron but in reality, they were complaining against Who? They were complaining against God, right?

	Therefore, here’s the point. As a child of God, we need to learn the lesson of the Israelites. When we too whine and complain against someone or something in our life, whether we realize it or not, we are complaining against God! Why? Because just like the Israelites, He too is the one Who’s promised to take care of us and He too is the One Who’s given us His blessing and He too offers us a Promised Land existence through Jesus Christ. Therefore, here’s the point. After all God’s done for us, do you have any idea how horrible this must be from His perspective? I mean, after all He’s done for us, can you imagine what our complaining must sound like to Him?

	Well that’s right, for those of you who can’t, I’m here to help you out. Let me give you an example. When we see a child in the public that’s kicking, screaming, whining, complaining throwing a tantrum, what are we tempted to say? “Oh my, what a stinking brat! What that kid needs is a good ol’ fashioned spanking”, right?  How much more then are we acting like spiritual brats when we do the same thing to God? Who do we think we are? Don’t we realize that we will have to give an account of every single word or every single deed we’ve ever done? Obviously not! And we wonder why we keep getting spankings! 

	Therefore, if you’re here today and you’re tired of getting a spanking from God, then I highly recommend you do what the Scripture tells us to do and that is to offer up a sacrifice of praise to God. 

	 

	Hebrews 13:15-16 “Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess His name. And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” 

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. God doesn’t want to hear from us a life of constant complaints, but what? He wants to hear a life of constant praise, right? That’s the kind of sacrifice He’s pleased with. And notice the word sacrifice there. What does it imply? It implies it won’t be easy. It might cost you something. You might have to refrain from doing something you’d like to do, right? And people, this is precisely our problem. We live in a day and age in the Church where we’re no longer willing to offer up a sacrifice of praise unto God because He’s no longer the object of worship, we are the object of worship! We are now more concerned about the little god of me myself and I instead of the One and Only God, which is called idolatry! And because of that, we don’t want to hear the word sacrifice! Why, that implies that it won’t be easy. It might cost me something. I might have to refrain from doing what I like to do.

	But people of God wake up! We are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ to worship Jesus Christ, not ourselves! And not just in the good times, but learn the lesson of the Israelites, God wants us to worship Him even in the bad times! Why? Because He’s trying to set us free! It’s the Great Exodus, which means “the way out”. He’s trying to show us the way out of our problems is not in the avoidance of them, are you kidding me? Sometimes you can’t! Rather, the way out of our problems is to praise Him in spite of them!

	And for those of you who don’t believe me, let me give you an example. One time I was seriously down in the dumps. I mean I had the spirit of Hee Haw all over me. You know, gloom, despair, and agony on thee. How many of you’ve been there? Here I was, severely depressed for two days. It was like a big, heavy, dark cloud moved in over the top of me. You may say, “Whip dee doo dah, so what.” But for my personality, it is not normal. I am usually pretty goofy and chocked full of corny humor, on a constant basis. In fact, it’s only if I’m sick do I actually “wind down.” And for some reason, my wife enjoys those times. Go figure! Therefore, I knew something was up when the depression persisted. So, on the second day I was taking a shower and I think I was even getting depressed about being depressed at that time. Then the thought came to me, “Can’t you still praise the Lord?” Now even the very thought of praising God at that moment really was a sacrifice because I sure didn’t like what I was experiencing, and I didn’t feel like praising God. But I had nothing to lose. So, I started singing to the Lord out of sheer determination, no enthusiasm. And it was all I could do just to spit out the first verse of a song. In fact, the whole first song was very mechanical. But as I moved into the second song, something began to change. My spirit began to lift. My attitude began to change. And by the third song, I was praising God at the top of my lungs! And I’m sure the people below our apartment loved it too! But here’s the point. It was the sacrifice of praise that returned my focus on God and instantly I was free! The dark cloud was gone! Why? Because my problems went away? No! Because at that point in time I was more concerned about worshipping He than me! My object of worship had changed! That’s the secret!

	Oh people, when are we going to learn that it’s impossible to avoid problems or pain in this life. God’s never promised us a rose garden. Heaven comes later. But fortunately, He doesn’t leave us hanging high and dry. He shows us that the way out of our problems is to praise Him in spite of our problems! Don’t you get it? This is what the Israelites missed! This is why they wandered around in that desert for 40 years. It wasn’t because they were lost. Are you kidding me? It was because they refused to trust in God! And so, it is with us! We love to praise God when things are looking up, but we don’t want to praise Him when things are looking down! Why, to do that would be a sacrifice. Uh yeah. That’s precisely the point. And the problem is, once we refuse to offer up to God a sacrifice of praise in our pain, we miss out on the wonderful power of praise. Don’t believe me? Just as Horatio Spafford.

	 

	“Horatio Spafford and his family were members of the Fullerton Avenue Presbyterian Church. And Spafford and his wife had learned what it meant to completely trust God in every situation.

	 

	First, The Spaffords’ only son was killed by scarlet fever at the age of four. And a year later, Horatio had invested heavily in real estate on the shores of Lake Michigan but every one of these holdings was wiped out by the great Chicago Fire.

	 

	So aware of the toll that these disasters had taken on his family, Horatio decided to take his wife and four daughters on a holiday to England and then travel throughout Europe.

	 

	Yet just before they set sail, a last-minute business issue forced Horatio to delay. So not wanting to ruin the family holiday, he told his family to go on ahead as planned. He’d catch up to them on the other side of the Atlantic.

	 

	However, their ship, never made it. It collided with an English sailing ship and sank within 20 minutes. And even though Horatio’s wife, Anna, was able to cling to a piece of floating wreckage, all four of their daughters were killed. And the next thing you know, Horatio received the horrible telegram from his wife, only two words long, ‘saved alone.’

	 

	[image: E7CDBBD9]So, Spafford immediately boarded the next available ship to be near his grieving wife. And during the voyage, the captain of the ship had called him and said, ‘I believe we are now passing the place where the ship was wrecked.’ So, Horatio then returned to his cabin and penned the lyrics of his great hymn of praise to God in the midst of his pain. Maybe you recognize it:

	 

	When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea-billows roll; Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, “It is well, it is well with my soul.”

	 

	Though satan should buffet, tho’ trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul. It is well, it is well with my soul.2

	 

	So, is God being a big ol’ meany by allowing Horatio and his family to go through that? No! He’s trying to teach us a powerful lesson, like He did with them. That true praise doesn’t depend on our feelings, but in spite of our feelings! True praise is not centered on ourselves, but on our Savior, no matter our circumstances. And Horatio’s hymn brings us back to the bottom line, that at the end of the day, it is our relationship with God that holds us fast in all our trials, nothing else!

	Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of living out a desert-like experience, then it’s simple! Stop getting tricked and seduced into saying, “God, you’re not right! God, You don’t know what You’re doing. God, You’re wrong!” How? By a life of constant complaining! Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	 The 2nd way Complaining Affects the God is that it Says satan is Right.

	 

	Genesis 3:1-5 “Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, Did God really say, You must not eat from any tree in the garden? The woman said to the serpent, We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die. You will not surely die, the serpent said to the woman. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

	 

	Now, according to our text the Bible is clear. What was the very first weapon satan used to get Adam and Eve to sin against God? It was doubt, right? “Did God really say?” I’m here to tell you it’s the same thing with you and I. 

	Who do you think is the one suggesting to us that “God’s no good. He won’t meet your needs. He doesn’t care about you. Why, if He really loved you, you wouldn’t have to go through difficult circumstances.” Hello! That’s not the Holy Spirit! Are you kidding me? The Bible is clear. It’s the flaming darts of doubt from the evil one. Day after day after day after day he riddles us with accusations to doubt God, in the form of what? Complaints! Do you get it?

	Oh people, don’t you see what he’s up to? He is constantly trying to get us to join him in shaking a fist at God and in essence saying the devil is right! But the Bible is clear. When problems come your way, you don’t need to shake a fist at God, you simply stand on the Word of God!  You do what Jesus did when He was tempted by the devil.

	For instance, when the devil comes to you and says something like, “Remember that sin you committed last week? Remember that? I saw you. And you call yourself a Christian?” We don’t whine, we don’t complain, we respond with the Word of God:

	 

	1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

	 

	Or when the enemy laughs “Aha, Christian! Where’s your God now?” We don’t complain, we quote:

	 

	Hebrews 13:6 “So we say with confidence, the Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” 

	 

	Or when the devil pipes in “You’re short on your bills. How will you pay them?” We don’t complain, we declare:

	 

	Psalm 37:25 “I’ve never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread” and on and on it goes!

	 

	Don’t you see what’s going on here? It’s right back where we all started from. It’s about worship! That’s what my sister was trying to get through my head so long ago. And so, I challenge you again like my sister did with me, “Who are you going to glorify? God or the devil?” And the way in which we know who you worship is with your mouth!

	In fact, it’s the same lesson that Job learned when he lost it all in one day! His money, his kids, his possessions, everything! What was his response?

	 

	Job 1:20-22 “At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and said: Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised. In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” 

	When Job was pierced with grief, more grief than you and I could ever dream, what did he do? He brought forth worship! Not whining, not complaining, not accusing God of wrong. Are you kidding! That’s sin!

	Oh people, don’t you see what’s going on here? This isn’t just about complaining. It’s about worshipping! The devil doesn’t want you to worship God. Are you kidding me? He wants you to worship him! He wants you to join him by shaking a fist at God by accusing Him saying, “God, You’re no good. You don’t know what You’re doing. And I’m going to whine and complain because apparently the devil is right!” Learn the lesson of Job! In the midst of your pain, don’t sin against God, worship God! That’s the lesson of Job!

	And lest you think he was the only one who needed to learn this lesson to worship God, in the midst of our pain, we’re going to learn about this man. It’s the true story of a Christian man named Nicolae Moldoveanu and is story is put to music by a group called This Hope. What we’re going to see is how Nicolae, just like us, was a Christian with a wife and young child who already had his plans for life made up. He was serving God as a writer of worship songs. But suddenly, for some reason, God broke His plans and he was ushered off to jail for being a Christian. And you’ll see, that he, just like us, struggled at first when his plans were broken. But when the worship song writer surrendered his plans to God’s plans, he learned How to Experience God’s Worship. 

	 

	“I am completely convinced, through the light of the Holy Spirit that all that He’s done in my life was by His eternal righteousness.  From the time that I was a child, I realized – and today I witness this truth with certainty – that I didn’t seek Him, but that He sought me. And He found me! He put in my heart from the time I was a small boy, the idea that my life would be unique in this world.

	 

	1959 was a year when my life was split in two – my life as well as the life of my family. The work of the Lord needed men who were tested. Gold and silver are purified through the fire of the furnace. In July I was arrested.  

	 

	It was a Monday morning and I was sitting at the table with my morning tea.  Two officers of the secret police came to search the house. They confiscated all of the books of music (a large suitcase and briefcase). I was charged with article 209 from the penal code: Working against the social order. The crime for which I was convicted was that I composed songs and psalms from which I’d made ‘propaganda’, this being ‘extremely grave’.  

	 

	In prison, I sat on the bed and I prayed to the Lord. All of the sudden, a guard flew into the cell, furious, and grabbed me asking why I was sitting on the bed. ‘Why haven’t you read the rules?’ he asked. He told me to stand. I stood there until the evening crying for joy because I had the grace to suffer for His name’s sake.  

	 

	Along with the distress of being detained, of being interrogated, and the pressure they put on me mentally, there was also the fact that due to the shock of what I’d been suffering, I couldn’t remember one song – not one. I wondered what I would do year after year in prison if I couldn’t remember anything. But the Lord was watching over me.  

	 

	From cell number 14, I was moved to cell number 9. It was here that I received the first song given to me by the Lord:  The Joy of Peace. First came the melody, then the text. Later, I was transferred to cell number 15 and here I received the song, Holy Furnace.  

	  

	A short time later, we were moved to the second floor in cell number 13. Here in cell number 13 in Gherla Prison, in the Gherla graveyard, I received from the Lord a prayer song. Then one day a guard ordered us to lie on our stomachs under our beds as a punishment. I was beside Richard Wurmbrand since we didn’t really fit under the beds, the guard started kicking us. I was inspired with this song there on my stomach under the bed and it was called, ‘O Lord, My Lord!’

	 

	After two days, we were ordered again to get under the beds and to lie on our stomachs. Then, I received the song, Only to Speak of You. After a good long while, the guard ordered us to get up. I sang this song to Wurmbrand and he said, ‘Nicu, may they keep putting us on our stomachs if you’ll continue to compose such songs.’  

	 

	On another day, it was a frosty day. We were very cold when they took us out in the air. We were in short pants. When we were taken back into the cell, I was looking through the bars at the clear sky and I thought about how my family at home was looking at the same sky and that maybe even our gazes are meeting up there in the sky. On this day, God gave me the song, Peaceful Sky. 

	  

	Then later, on my birthday, a few of us Christians were taken from our cell so that we could find out our sentences: twelve years of hard labor, confiscation of all our personal belongings and ten years of ‘civic degradation’. But as a birthday present from the Lord, I received the song: Lord, Before All Things.  

	 

	Prison life was extremely difficult since the thoughts of those who had put us in prison were of our extermination. But their thoughts were not God’s thoughts. He strengthened me to continue on. Along with all of the difficulties of prison, there was one that was greater than the rest. The most noxious venom on arrows of hatred did not come from the hands of strangers, but from the hands of Christian brothers. I wanted, and I asked the Lord to help me to love deeply and with my whole heart those who had wounded me with those arrows.  

	 

	While I was in a labor camp, I had found a piece of glass around Christmas and with a stick, I wrote a Christmas carol on this piece of glass, wet with soap. One of the detainees reported me to the commander. I was put in isolation for five days in a little humid room in which I received food after three days. Here I composed another melody. I scratched my melody in the dirt.  The song was Wonderful is the Holy Night.  

	  

	[image: Image result for nicolae moldoveanu]The moments flew and became years. At the prison, I was assigned to cell number 11. In this cell there was a Jewish man named Goldstein to whom I talked often about the Lord Jesus Christ, but he was not receptive. Everyone hated Goldstein and he often came near me because I was nice to him. At my request, he sang a Jewish song for me. After he was freed from prison, he moved to Israel and later came to know Christ as his Savior. Years later, when he came to visit in Romania, he came to me and said, ‘I am that Pharisee…What you have sown back in that cell has grown and borne fruit. I received Jesus as my Savior.’ 

	 

	I stayed in different cells. I was constantly composing songs. In prison I composed 360 songs without paper, without a pencil, only in my memory. I sang a number of songs every day. I did this over five years’ time.

	 

	Then finally the day came. They called me and told me to pack my bags. It was raining. I was taken into another cellblock. In the first room, there was a light on and two civilians at a desk. I told them who I was. They asked what sentence I’d received. I told them twelve years. ‘What for?’ they said. ‘For faith.’ ‘For faith?! Here we don’t sentence people for their faith. How many years of your sentence have you served?’ ‘Five.’ ‘Look, the party and the government acquit you of the rest of your sentence, but don’t continue to do what you’ve done in the past or we’ll bring you right back here.’  

	 

	I said, ‘Well you know, I’m just as I was five years ago. I haven’t changed. Rather than me having to come back and start all over again with interrogations, it’s better for me just to stay here and not leave.’ They replied, ‘Forget it. Take your bags and leave.’  

	 

	So, I left for home wondering how I would get there since I didn’t have any money to board the train. Then a baron with whom I’d been a cellmate gave me some money. I changed it and called my neighbor to see how everyone was doing at my house. Everyone was waiting for me. It was a wonderful homecoming! 

	Of course, one can’t describe life in this environment in just a few words. But I want to underline the fact that the Lord gave me the grace to believe in Him and to pass through the furnace of suffering for His name’s sake. He is the only one who knows what is best for us and it’s equal to the measure of His mercy. He molds us for His use so that we can serve to His glory.  

	 

	Today, many people ask me how I view the trials I’ve suffered and how I feel about those who caused so many bitter things to happen in my life. My response is always the same: to complain about the things I’ve lived through would be to mock the grace of God.3

	 

	Folks, nobody makes us complain, no matter the circumstances. It’s always a choice! And sometimes you just need to make a deliberate choice like Nicolae did and choose to worship God in the midst of your fears & doubts. And when you do, God will bless you too, to make beautiful worship music with your mouth, and leading many souls to Him. Let’s be those people who Worship God with our mouth leading many souls to Him. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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