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	To my daughter, Rebecca.

	 

	In the beginning, it was your mother and me.

	We thought we were complete.

	But God shone from above,

	And gave you to us.

	And now we’ve become a family.

	 

	Our greatest desire,

	Is that you would be join us in heaven,

	With your mother, brother and me,

	Enjoined to Jesus,

	In order that we can continue,

	To share our love together as a family,

	Not just here on earth, but forever in eternity.

	 

	Now that you have accepted Jesus,

	As your personal Lord and Savior,

	I take great comfort in knowing,

	This will now come true for all of us.

	.

	You are our precious gift from the Father of heavenly lights. 

	Therefore, as your earthly father, I share these insights.

	May they encourage you to run hard after Jesus,

	By making the most of the time we have here on earth,

	For nothing else matters and nothing will last

	Except that which we do for Him.

	 

	We don’t know who’s getting there first,

	Or if we’ll all arrive in heaven at the same time,

	But should we enter glory ahead of you,

	Remember it’s just a temporary goodbye.

	 

	We love you, Rebecca.
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Preface

	 

	As I’ve mentioned in other books, I used to be one of those so-called Pastors who said it wasn’t necessary to teach and equip the flock on Bible Prophecy, let alone the Book of Revelation. Even though God gave me a “spiritual spanking” in Seminary through faithful and godly men, reminding me that one third of the Bible deals directly, or indirectly, with Bible Prophecy, therefore as a faithful shepherd of the flock, I needed to get busy feeding the Church the “whole” counsel of God. It still took the “shock” of the events of 9/11 to motivate me into being that faithful shepherd, one that preached all of the Bible to the Body of Christ. The very next week, and ever since then, I have been teaching on the Book of Revelation, and other Bible Prophecy related issues, and have never looked back. Once I began teaching on Bible Prophecy, what I now call “the missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” I was not only radically changed, but so was my Christian mindset. I began to realize that it’s not enough to just “know” we’re living in the Last Days, the point is to “do something” about it. In short, an urgency began to develop inside of me that drove me to the obvious conclusion, “We need to get busy reaching as many as we can, as fast as we can, as far reaching as we can, with what time we have left.” In response to that we launched the teaching ministry “Get A Life Ministries” with the mission tag line “Reaching the world for Jesus Christ one piece of media at a time” because we felt the modern day media was the fastest and best way to achieve this goal. This has been our personal passion now for over seventeen years. But I’ve noticed in the Pastoral ministry there seems to be a problem. There is a horrible disconnect in the Body of Christ. Either Churches are not teaching on Bible prophecy, the “missing 1/3rd of the Bible,” so there’s no common sense urgency in these Last Days, or, the Churches that do, those Christians either look at Bible prophecy as a source of “Christian Entertainment,” thus it never translates into a great drive for the lost, or they live such sloppy, worldly, ungodly, duplicid, lives that they become a “bad witness” to the lost. Therefore I have written these series of books to hopefully, and prayerfully, aid in being that “motivated” “responsible” and “positive” witness for Jesus in these Last Days because frankly, nothing else matters. One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book, then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                                                                                                                                                         Billy Crone

	Las Vegas, Nevada

	2019

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Part IV

	————————————

	Experiencing God’s Fruit

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twenty-Seven

	————————————

	Appreciative Obedience to God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was not only born into a preacher’s family in Massachusetts in 1737, but one of his childhood friends, John Adams, was baptized by his dad the Preacher.

	 

	He later went to Harvard, founded by Reverend John Harvard, where he earned his bachelor’s degree and after that, he began working for his uncle who was a merchant during the French and Indian War. Here he not only became a successful merchant but was one of the wealthiest men in all the Colonies.

	 

	But it was the increasing conflict, high taxes and the oppressive form of Government from Great Britain that led this man to get involved in politics. He emerged as a leading political figure in Boston and the surrounding areas and joined the resistance. His political party was simply called, “Patriots.”

	 

	Soon, he not only used his political power to help free the people from the shackles of the oppressive form of government, but also from the shackles of sin through Jesus Christ.

	 

	While he was Governor of Massachusetts, he actually requested the people of Massachusetts, “To contribute to their abilities, in money, public securities or other property” to propagating the Gospel among the Indians and others in North America.

	He encouraged the whole state to pray: “For universal happiness to be established in the world [and] that all may bow to the scepter of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the whole earth be filled with His glory.”

	 

	Even when he was writing his will, he made it very clear where his real treasure lie, ‘Being advanced in years and being of perfect mind and memory-thanks be given to God-therefore calling to mind the mortality of my body and knowing it is appointed for all men once to die [Hebrews 9:27], do make and ordain this my last will and testament…

	 

	I give my soul into the hands of God Who gave it, and my body to the earth. That at the general resurrection I shall receive…mercy and power of from God through Jesus Christ.’

	 

	[image: A862523B]And to this day, he is listed in the annals of American History as a faithful soldier, patriot, General of the Militia, public official, statesmen, Governor, Member of the Continental Congress, and the first signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

	 

	In fact, story has it that he purposely wrote his name so big, so King George could read it without his spectacles on.             

	 

	The man’s name of course is, John Hancock.1

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ John Hancock had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? Not bad for a Preacher’s son! In fact, I’d say now that he was experiencing God’s fruit, amen? But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Hancock is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Hancock get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and affect a nation and here I am, fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like John Hancock had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Hancock had, and boy do we need it in our country or what?

	 

	We’ve already seen in the first six chapters, the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	In the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to the Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	In the last four chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days. This is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	That is, a life that is thankful and grateful, for what God has done with your mouth, not some cry baby whiny complaining mouth. Why? Because it’s not a good advertisement for Jesus! We say stuff like, “Hey come to Jesus He’s great! Being saved is the best thing ever! I’m so happy and satisfied! Don’t you want to get saved too?” And then all day long were whining and complaining. Not a good witness. It pushes people away from Jesus! Therefore, we looked at the harmful effects of complaining, and we saw how complaining affects you. It affects others. It affects the gospel.

	 

	And last time we saw how the 4th harmful effect of complaining was that It Affects the GOD.

	 

	There we saw that it does that by saying in essence that God is wrong, as if He could ever make a mistake. Hello? And at the same time satan is right, which is, in essence, saying, God doesn’t know how to take care of you, and therefore you need to join the devil in shaking a fist at God. What? No wonder people aren’t getting saved! We say God is all they need, but here we are siding with the devil, saying God’s inept by all our complaints! Not experiencing God’s worship, amen? But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 4th and final key that will unlock the Christian’s Guidance to Living in the Last Days is when you and I finally discover How to Experience God’s Fruit.

	

	You see, we can not only mess up being a positive witness for Jesus in these Last Days by not having God’s Joy or His Peace or maintaining an Attitude of Worship to God with our mouths praising Him & thanking Him. But if we’re going to get around to living those lives that we keep reading about every single week of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God, then we have got to do something about it, right? In short, we have to be obedient to what God is telling us, otherwise we’re wasting our time! Not just think about it. Not just wish for it. Not delegate it to a committee. For God so loved the world that He did not send a committee! But just do it, right? That’s when the fruit comes forth! It’s common sense. And that only happens when you have a heart of obedience. But don’t take my word for it! Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	1 Samuel 13:1-14 “Saul was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned over Israel forty-two years. Saul chose three thousand men from Israel; two thousand were with him at Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan at Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men he sent back to their homes. Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. Then Saul had the trumpet blown throughout the land and said, “Let the Hebrews hear!” So, all Israel heard the news: “Saul has attacked the Philistine outpost, and now Israel has become obnoxious to the Philistines.” And the people were summoned to join Saul at Gilgal. The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns. Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with fear. He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. So, he said, “Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt offering. Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.” What have you done?” asked Samuel. Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s favor.’ So, I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.”  “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, He would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after His own heart and appointed him ruler of His people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.” 

	 

	In other words, he didn’t obey! So, God sought out a man “after His own heart” i.e. one that would obey, and of course, that man was King David. 

	This is what’s encouraging. Even though King David wasn’t perfect. Hello? Bathsheba! Like you and I today, he was still labeled in Scripture as, “A man whose heart was after God.” Why? Because the general course of his life was obedience to God! Not once in a while, not just when times were tough, and he wanted something from God in return, but the general course of his life was a heart that longed to be obedient to God! That’s why King David bore fruit! This is why he “did amazing things” for God! And so, it is today folks! Including the people, we’ve been reading about every single week! 

	[image: ED4047DD]This is the key! In fact, if you look at the Scripture and King David’s own writings in the Book of Psalms, he gives us an even fuller explanation of what this “Heart that longs to be obedient to God” looks like. This is what we need to emulate. He was humble towards God, Psalm 62. He was reverent towards God, Psalm 18. He was respectful, Psalm 31. He trusted God, Psalm 27. He loved God, Psalm 18. He was devoted to God, Psalm 4. He gave recognition to God, Psalm 9. And he was faithful and obedient to God Psalm 23 & 119. David’s heart longed to be obedient to God. Therefore, it becomes a great “road map,” if you will, on how you and I need to live today if we are going to have those lives worth living. This is how we Experience God’s Fruit! And so, let’s look at how we get that kind of heart, amen?

	 

	The 1st thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is an Appreciative Obedience.

	 

	In other words, we need to have a heart that sees the value in obeying God. Hello? As if God’s way isn’t the best way! Believe it or not, God wants to make sure we get this point! He lets us know repeatedly, over and over again in the Scripture, that His way is indeed the best way! It pays to be obedient to Him!

	In the 1st example we see the value in obeying God is through His People.

	 

	Right from the get-go, if you look at the People of Israel, right after God brought them out of Egypt, from a horrible life of slavery and oppression, which is the fruit of living the world’s way, by the way. It leads to bondage. Party with the pigs like the Prodigal Son and you eat pig slop! How many of you have learned that the hard way?  God not only promised Israel their own land where they could be free, but He then encourages them to obey His commands. Why? So, they could live a fantastic life in the land. Why? Because this is what we need to appreciate. God’s way leads to the best possible life this side of heaven! His ways are not the world’s ways! His way leads to a life of abundance and fruitfulness! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to His. Here’s what He promised the Israelites if they would just obey Him.

	 

	“If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all His commands, I give you today:

	 

	
		The LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth.

		You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.

		The fruit of your womb will be blessed.

		The crops of your land and your livestock will be blessed.

		Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.

		You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.

		The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven.

		The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to.

		The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity.

		The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none.

		The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. You will always be at the top, never at the bottom.

		Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you.” 



	 

	Whoa! Now, how many of you would say that obeying God is a great source of blessing, hello? Who wouldn’t want to have that in their life? Amen! Just for obeying God! And notice it wasn’t just about their own personal prosperity. It was to be a light, a witness to the world! God, He wanted to use the Israelites obedience to Him to show the world that obedience to God, period, is the best way to live! And, so it is today! In fact, so much so, that God wants us, just as He wanted Israel to be this good example to the world. He also clearly warned them what would happen if they chose to disobey Him and go back to the world’s ways. It’s called reaping what you sow! Let’s take a look at that!

	 

	“However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all His commands and decrees, I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 

	 

	
		You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.

		Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.

		The fruit of your womb will be cursed

		The crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks will be cursed.

		You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.

		The LORD will rebuke in everything you put your hand to.

		You will be plagued with diseases, fever and inflammation.

		You will be plagued with diseases, fever and inflammation.

		You will be scorched with heat and drought, with blight and mildew.

		The sky over your head will be bronze, the ground beneath you iron.

		The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies.

		Your carcasses will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away.

		You will be unsuccessful in everything you do.

		You will build a house, but you will not live in it. You will plant a vineyard, but you will not even begin to enjoy its fruit.

		You will sow much seed in the field, but you will harvest little, because locusts will devour it.

		You will have olive trees throughout your country, but you will not use the oil, because the olives will drop off.

		The alien who lives among you will rise above you higher and higher, but you will sink lower and lower.

		He will lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail.



	
	-20. WHY? Because you did not obey the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity and observe the commands and decrees He gave you.”



	 

	Boy, isn’t that what we do? When times are good, and God blesses us, we tend to slack off in our walk with Him. But the point is this: Notice how things go downhill real fast when you don’t obey God! Why? Because you reap what you sow. We act like God’s way is not the best way and so we follow the world’s way and get burned! How many times does God have to tell us? Do we not appreciate His commands? Name one that’s bad for us? None is the answer! 

	And before we cop on the Israelites, because that’s the context of the passages in Deuteronomy, let’s be honest, what’s our attitude today in the Church about being obedient to God? We not only can “take it or leave it” but then we even get mad at the preacher for saying it! Then we excuse it away saying, “Oh come on preacher! Are you being legalistic? It’s no big deal! What are you worried about?” Excuse me, legalistic?! Are you kidding me? You’re the one hurting yourself! You’re inviting rotten stuff into your life! Why in the world would you want to do that? It’s my job to warn you of that because I love you! It’s the unfaithful Shepherd who keeps his mouth shut! No wonder things aren’t working out for you, let alone why you’re not Experiencing God’s Fruit. Listen to your attitude! You need to be appreciative and glad that God has shown us the way out of this mess by giving us His word and commands to follow to live the best possible life this side of heaven, like these people did.

	 

	[image: Image result for Bibles distribution in indonesia]Pastor Semea: “In the past, only part of God’s Word was translated into our language. And part of it was not. So, when other people came to our church and taught us, if we had that portion in our language, we would read it and understand. But when they taught from a Scripture we didn’t have translated, our hearts would be heavy. 

	 

	But now we’re going to have it from Matthew to Revelation. Our hearts are no longer heavy, they are light!” Korupun, West Papua, Indonesia. In March 2010 the Kimyal people prepare to receive the first New Testamemt in their language. They are all standing on the hillside jumping and cheering as the plane lands at their little airport. They are so careful as the pilot hands them the package of Bibles all wrapped in white.

	 

	The pastor says, “We’re getting ready to pray. Everybody, close your eyes. O God, O God, the plan which you had from the beginning regarding your Kimyals which already existed in your Spirit. The month that you had set, the day that you had set, has come to pass today. Oh, My Father, My Father, the promise that you gave Simeon that he would see Jesus Christ and hold Him in his arms before he died.

	 

	 I also have been waiting under that same promise, O God. You looked at all the different languages and chose which ones will be put into Your word. You thought that we should see Your word in our language. Today, the day you had chosen for this to be fulfilled, has come to pass. You have placed it here in our land. And for all this, O God, I give You praise. Amen.”

	 

	All the people start jumping, cheering, and weeping as they are handed a Bible and they are able to start reading the words in their own language. 

	 

	A group of ladies are gathered together, and one says, “You look at these older ladies. They will receive the World of God. They will pass it on to their children, their grandchildren. I will pass it on to my children. And it will keep them in the path of righteousness. And once we’re gone, our children will pass it on to their children.2 

	 

	Let’s be honest. How many of us have that heart, that attitude towards God’s word and His commands today? Do we jump up and dance and sing every time we hear about a Bible study? How about attending a Church service? Do we daily study His Word not just for us, but so that our kids and grandkids can live a righteous life too, i.e. live the best possible life this side of heaven? Do we rejoice like that? No? Then you might want to reflect on the example of God’s people. Maybe this is why you’re not only NOT Experiencing God’s Fruit, but your life is in a complete shamble and nothing ever seems to work out for you. 

	Maybe somewhere along the line you got tricked into no longer having an Appreciative Obedience to God. It’s high time you get back on track and experience His blessings again, amen? How? By being obedient!

	 

	The 2nd way we see the value in obeying God is through His Word.

	I don’t have time to go over all the scriptures of the Bible that tell us in the Old Testament and New Testament, bluntly over and over again, that obeying God is the best thing you could ever do. We’d be here for weeks if I did that!

	 

	But I just want to give you a taste from Psalm 119 of what you can gain from obeying God!

	 

	1 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of 

	   the LORD. 

	3 They do nothing wrong. 

	9 I will keep my way pure.

	11 I will not sin against God. 

	17 I will live. 

	22 Scorn and contempt is removed from me. 

	24 I receive counsel.

	25 My life is preserved. 

	28 I am strengthened.

	29 I’m protected from deceit.

	31 I live a shame-free existence.

	32 My heart is set free.

	35 I receive direction.

	36-37 I am protected from selfish gain and worthless things.

	39 Disgrace is removed from me.

	41 I can answer the skeptics.

	43 I have hope.

	45 I walk about in freedom.

	49 I am comforted.

	53 It makes me want to sing.

	55 It keeps my mind on God.

	61 It gives me a grateful and thankful heart.

	68 I receive good things.

	98 It makes me wiser than my enemies.

	99 I have more insight than all my teachers.

	100 I have more understanding than the elders.

	101 It keeps me from every evil path.

	105 It lights my path.

	109 It gives me a good heritage.

	111 They bring joy to my heart.

	114 They give me refuge and shield me.

	116 I am sustained.

	117 I am upheld and delivered.

	125 I get discernment.

	143,165 They give me delight and peace.

	171 I overflow with praise.

	 

	In other words, I can’t contain it, I got so much of it. And, granted, I may not be the sharpest knife in the drawer, OR:

	 

	A few clowns short of a circus. 
A few fries short of a Happy Meal 
A few peas short of a casserole. 
 

	The cheese had done slid off my cracker. 
My intellect is only rivaled by garden tools. 
And his wheel’s a spinnin’ but his hamster’s done dead!

	And I can’t pour water out of a boot with instructions on the heel. 
 

	I’m about as smart as fish bait. 
My chimney’s clogged. 
And I forgot to pay my brain bill, I get that!
 

	But come on! Even I get Psalm 119! Obeying God is one of the smartest things you could ever do! I mean, come on, who wouldn’t want to have that in their life! And it’s free! You just have to what? Obey God! And yet, what is our attitude in the Church today? “Oh, come on! Here you go again Preacher! Making a big deal out of nothing! So, I’m not perfectly obedient to God…so what! He still loves me.” Yeah, praise God He still loves us and praise God our salvation is not a works-based salvation.  But that’s not the point! You’re inviting fire into your lap! I didn’t say that…God did!

	 

	Proverbs 6:27-29 “Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched? So, is he who sleeps with another man’s wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished?” 

	 

	In other words, you commit adultery, i.e. sin, you disobey God, you what? You pay a horrible price! And it’s true with any sin not just adultery! The Bible says it’s like setting yourself on fire and then whining and crying because you got burned! Whah whah whah! Why did God allow this to happen! What?!

	You did it yourself! Are you serious? Did you fall out of the lame-o tree and hit every branch on the way down? Is your chimney clogged? Did you forget to pay your brain bill? God’s word is clear! Psalm 119 says God’s way is the best way! You want His blessings, obey Him! But if you want to get burned, and live a Crispy Critter Christian life, then disobey Him! But why would you do that? It’s not smart! Your cheese done slid off your cracker, like this lady!

	 

	[image: Boom!]“There was a 23-year old lady named Lisa who was visiting her in-laws one day, while she was there, she went to a nearby supermarket to pick up some groceries. After shopping she returned to her car.

Well, after a while, several people noticed Lisa sitting in her car with the windows rolled up and with her eyes closed, with both hands behind the back of her head.

So one customer who had been at the store for a while became concerned and walked over to the car. And he noticed that Lisa’s eyes were now open, but she looked very strange. So, he asked her if she was okay and Lisa replied that she’d been shot in the back of the head, and she’d been holding her brains in for over an hour.                             

	The man called the paramedics, who had to break into the car because the doors were locked, and Lisa refused to remove her hands from her head. When they finally got in, they found that Lisa had a wad of bread dough on the back of her head.

	 

	Apparently, a Pillsbury biscuit canister had exploded from the heat, making a loud noise that sounded like a gunshot, and the wad of dough hit her in the back of her head. When she reached back to find out what it was, she felt the dough and thought it was her brains, so she passed out.

	 

	When she recovered, she immediately went to try to hold her brains in for over an hour until someone noticed and came to her aid. And yes, for those of you wondering, Lisa is a blonde.”3

	Before you cop on Lisa there as the ultimate person who needs help, hair color or not, let’s be honest. How many times do we sit in the pew holding the back of our head spiritually wondering why our lives have exploded into a mess?

	We’re sitting there week after week paralyzed hoping someone will come along to save us, we’re whining and we’re crying, when the whole time it’s nothing more than a blob of disobedience that we ourselves put there. Just listen to God’s Word, get that spiritual blob out of your heart and the messes will go away! How? By getting back to appreciating obedience to God! Do we daily study His Word? Are we excited about studying the Bible, period? Are we hiding His Word in our heart daily that we might not sin against Him? No? Then reflect on the example of God’s word, Psalm 119. Maybe this is why you’re not only not experiencing God’s Fruit, but your life is full of exploding biscuits and nothing ever seems to work out for you. Maybe somewhere along the line you got tricked into no longer having an appreciative obedience to God, and it’s high time you get back on track and experience His blessings again, amen? How? By being obedient!

	 

	The 3rd way we see the value in obeying God is through His Leadership.

	 

	Wow! If ever there was a blunt way for God to put this truth, it’s got to be this example, through his leadership. Old Testament, New Testament, it doesn’t matter. When God’s leaders obeyed Him, they and everyone else prospered. But when they disobeyed Him, everybody paid a horrible price! Let’s take a look at just a few of those examples.

	 

	2 Samuel 3:1 “David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew weaker and weaker.” 

	 

	1 Kings 16:30; 1 Kings 21:21 “Ahab did more evil in the eyes of the LORD than any of those before him. Therefore, God said, ‘Because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD. I am going to bring disaster on you. I will consume your descendants and cut off from you every last male in Israel--slave or free.” 

	 

	1 Kings 18:3,7 “He (Hezekiah) did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook.” 

	 

	2 Kings 21:2,12,13 “He (Manasseh) did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites. Therefore, this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I am going to bring such disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle. I will wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down.” 

	 

	2 Kings 22:2,18,19,20 “He (Josiah) did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left. This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says. Because your heart was responsive, and you humbled yourself before the LORD, you will be buried in peace. Your eyes will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place.” 

	 

	2 Chronicles 10:8,16 “But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the young men who had grown up with him and were serving him. When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered the king: ‘What share do we have in David, what part in Jesse's son? To your tents, O Israel! Look after your own house, O David!’ So, all the Israelites went home.” 

	 

	2 Chronicles 17:3-5,9-12 “The LORD was with Jehoshaphat because in his early years he walked in the ways his father David had followed. He sought the God of his father and followed His commands. The LORD established the kingdom under his control; and all Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had great wealth and honor. They taught throughout Judah, taking with them the Book of the Law of the LORD; they went around to all the towns of Judah and taught the people. The fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands surrounding Judah, so that they did not make war with Jehoshaphat. Some Philistines brought Jehoshaphat gifts and silver as tribute, and the Arabs brought him flocks: seven thousand seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundred goats. Jehoshaphat became more and more powerful.” 

	 

	2 Chronicles 26:4,5,8,16,21 “He (Uzziah) did what was right in the eyes of the LORD. As long as he sought the LORD, God gave him success. His fame spread as far as the border of Egypt, because he had become very powerful. But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the LORD his God. King Uzziah had leprosy until the day he died. He lived in a separate house, excluded from the temple of the Lord.” 

	 

	Acts 5:1-3,4,5,7-8,9,10,11 “Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. With his wife's full knowledge, he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God.’ When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. Peter asked her, ‘Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?’ ‘Yes,’ she said, ‘that is the price.’ Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord?’ At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.” 

	 

	You bet it did! Why? Because we, New Testament Christians today, serve the same purpose the Old Testament Israelites did long ago. God has chosen us to be a light to this world, to show by our obedience to God that God’s way is indeed the vest way for all people! And that if they, the non-Christian, chooses to follow God like us, then they too could have a good life, let alone be saved! And Ananias and Sapphira were ruining that purpose from the start and so God set an example from the start. Don’t do that! It’s a bad witness. How? By being disobedient to God. God wants the world to know even through His leadership examples that they too can be set free through Him to live a good life, the best possible kind of life, this side of Heaven! Disobedience ruins that! I think that’s why God put it about as blunt as He could in this passage.

	 

	2 Chronicles 24:20 “Why do you disobey the Lord’s commands? You will not prosper.” 

	 

	In other words, you need to be like King David, the good leadership example, not King Saul the bad leadership example. Obey God and be blessed. Disobey God and be stressed. Hey, that should be on a shirt somewhere! But seriously folks, this is such an obvious truth about being obedient to God that even this guy knows better!

	 

	“The video begins with a young man sitting and talking to the camera saying, “If you are a true Christian you don’t consider Christianity just a part of your life, it is your life. And if you follow the teachings of the Bible, specifically, Mark 16:15, it says, “Go out into the world and preach the good news to all creation.” You have an obligation to share that faith with everyone.

	 

	 If you saw a building on fire and you knew there were people in it and you knew you were capable of saving someone that can’t save themselves, if you knew you could help them, would you just stand there and do nothing? And unfortunately, by not clearly seeing the issue, I think that is what a lot of Christians do. They just stand there. I think by and large most Christians are not well educated as to their own religions position on various issues. They consider following Jesus a part of their lives but not their primary purpose. 

	 

	And I believe that true Christianity considers it to be their primary purpose. If you are a true Christian, you believe that those who are not Christian, those who have not followed the teaching of the Bible, that have not accepted Jesus Christ as their personal savior, those people are not going to Heaven. They are going to Hell. Hell is not a fun place. 

	 

	Every Christian has the view that everyone is entitled to their own beliefs and that is not necessarily a bad position to have. But if you believe that belief will earn them a place in eternal suffering there is a problem with that. In that, you are allowing them to be tortured for eternity, while at the same time believing that you shouldn’t save them from that. It’s very awkward. If you really believe that people who are not Christians are gong to Hell, then that is a very serious consequence, and if you don’t take that seriously, I think you might be compromising your own belief system. 

	 

	Those who do take their faith seriously, they need to encourage or teach those who do not. How important that is. Sometimes Christians, I think, are afraid of being labeled as a Bible thumper. Or have negative connotations said about them but that’s not something negative if you are a Christian. It’s something to be proud of. There’s nothing to be ashamed of if you are a Christian, being labeled as a Bible thumper, it’s something to be proud of. It’s something you take seriously. It is something you should encourage others to take seriously as well. 

	 

	It might require you to challenge yourself, to stand up in front of crowd, to talk to someone you don’t know. Missionary work is where the language is not predominantly Christianity. That is a completely different scenario than in most parts of the United States. They take it in stride and they move on. You shouldn’t take rejection personally, but that you gave them a fighting chance. Give them a fighting chance of Heaven. 

	 

	Even if you have to risk offending someone or a friend. It’s a risk you have to take. If I were a Christian, of course I would take the Bible seriously. I respect people who take their beliefs seriously. I would take the Bible’s teachings seriously. From those teaching we know there is a Heaven and a Hell. And those that accept Jesus Christ as their personal savior go to Heaven and those who don’t go to Hell. The implications of that are very far reaching.” 

	Interviewer: “And you’re and atheist?”  “Yes, I sure am.”

	 

	Even an atheist knows that if we say we love God, then it’s common sense, to obey God. He knows that, and he’s not even saved. Maybe that’s the problem. Maybe this is why things aren’t working out for you. Maybe this is why you’re not only not experiencing God’s fruit, but your life is in a complete shamble and it never ever seems to get better. Maybe it’s because you’ve never truly been saved in the first place. I didn’t say that. God did. The Bible says if you’re saved and you really love God, then you’ll have a different attitude towards being obedient to God.

	 

	John 14:15,21,24 “If you love Me, you will obey what I command. Whoever has My commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves Me. He who does not love Me will not obey My teaching.”  

	 

	In other words, you can say you’re saved, and you can love God all you want, but God sees right through it. The acid test is your attitude towards obedience to Him. And if you don’t give a rip about obeying Jesus, then something’s not right. Even an atheist knows better than that! Maybe you still need to get saved! But if you’re here today and you are a Christian, how many times do you have to get burned or have sinful biscuits blown up on your head?

	How many messes do you have to go through before you learn to appreciate obedience to God?

	 

	2 Chronicles 24:20 “Why do you disobey the LORD’s commands? You will not prosper.” 

	 

	If that’s you, then it’s high time we get back on track and experience God’s Blessings again, amen? As well as experiencing His fruit and leading many souls to Him. Showing them that obedience to the gospel and God’s commands is the best way and the only way out of this mess…amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twenty-Eight

	————————————

	Consecrated Obedience to God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He’s perhaps the most overshadowed and overlooked of all the founding fathers yet without this guy there would not have been an American Revolution at all. He was born in 1722 in Boston and his parents were religious and politically active. And in not just any religion either but his mother and father were both devout Puritan Christians. His cousin was John Adams

	 

	One would expect with this type of family upbringing, and being a Harvard graduate, which was started by Rev. John Harvard, that he focused on politics. Sure enough he became an influential official of the Massachusetts House of Representatives. He joined the movement against Britain’s efforts to tax the American Colonies without permission. He helped to coin the phrase “No taxation without representation”. In fact, it is said that this man became the architect of American Republicanism and shaped the political culture of the whole United States.

	 

	Like many others of his time, especially coming from a Christian Puritan background, he used his political powers to urge the people to resist the tyranny of man and to also resist the spiritual bondage of sin. He encouraged people with words like this, ‘the name of the Lord is a strong tower, the righteous will flee to it and are saved’, and ‘therefore let us secure His favor, God’s favor. He will lead us through the journey of this life and it will lead us to a better one’.

	 

	He encouraged the people to spread the gospel, saying words like this, ‘confusions that have been among the nations may be overruled by promoting and bringing in, not politics, but the Holy and happy kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and established everywhere’. In fact, in his own will he even stated where his real treasure lies. It wasn’t in politics, it was in Jesus Christ. He said ‘I commend my soul to the Almighty being who gave it. And I give my body to the dust relying upon the merits of Jesus Christ that pardoned all my sins’.  

	 

	Today he is still known in our country as one of the greatest politicians, statesmen, and signer of the Declaration of Independence. A ratifier of the US Constitution, a father of the American Revolution. In fact, George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams all acknowledge that they built our nation squarely on this man’s foundations. The man’s name of course is, Samuel Adams.1

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Samuel Adams had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, I’d say now that is a life of experiencing God’s Fruit. But that’s right, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Samuel Adams is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Samuel Adams get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and affect a nation and here I keep fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living. I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, a life worth living for, like Samuel Adams had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Samuel Adams had. And boy do we need it in our country, or what? 

	 

	We’ve already seen the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the next four chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	And last time we saw the 4th key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Fruit. 

	 

	There we saw if we’re ever going to get around to living those lives that we keep reading about every single week of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God, then we got to do something about it! We have to be fruitful! We have to be obedient to God, otherwise we’re wasting our time!

	 

	The 1st thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is to have an Appreciative Obedience. 

	 

	In other words, we need to have a heart that sees the value in obeying God. As we saw in the last chapter, the value of obeying God in the examples of God’s people, God’s word, and even God’s leadership. It was simple! Not one of God’s commands are bad for us. Obey God, you get His blessings! Disobey Him and you reap what you sow! You need to appreciate the blessings that come when you’re obedient to Him. But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is what I call a Consecrated Obedience.

	 

	That’s a heart that is, “devoted to God, separated unto Him, and set apart to specifically obey Him!” That’s what the word consecrated means. You’re set apart for God. You’re living for Him! It’s all about obeying Him and doing what He says! Why? Because we have to? No! Because we want to! Because we love Him, and we’re totally convinced that His ways are what’s best for us, every single time, and if we just consecrate ourselves to Him, set ourselves apart to obey Him every chance we get, then the blessings keep flowing! We get to live the best possible life this side of Heaven on a regular basis! And how many of you would like to have that? Yeah, hello! And believe it or not, it’s the same challenge that Joshua threw down to the people of His day. Consecrate yourselves to God, set yourself to be obedient to Him every single day, and you’re going to live that blessed life! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Joshua 24:1-15 “Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. Joshua said to all the people, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods. But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt. Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you out. When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the desert for a long time. I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their land. When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand. Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your hands. I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you – also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. So, I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.’ ‘Now fear the LORD and serve Him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.’” 

	 

	So once again, we see Joshua laying down the gauntlet. Make up your mind, if you’re going to serve God, serve God! That’s what me and my family are going to do! I mean, after all he’s done for us, it’s an easy choice! We’re grateful. We’re thankful for all His deliverance and care for us! But if you want to go back to the world’s way, which I do not recommend, that’s your choice. God wants a relationship with you. But why in the world would you ever want to do that is beyond me. obeying God is the pathway to blessings! And that’s why Joshua said this in the very first chapter.

	 

	Joshua 1:7-8 “Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 

	 

	In other words, you want to be successful and prosperous wherever you go? Anyone? Then what to do you? You consecrate yourselves to be obedient to God. Do what He says! Every day set yourself apart for that! You’re not turning to the right or to the left. You’re making it your daily mission to not let God’s Law depart from your mouth. Why? Because you love Him, you’re thankful and grateful for all He’s done, and you want His blessings! This is what Joshua is reminding the people of Israel at the beginning and end of his leadership! This is how important it is! Consecrate yourselves to the Lord and life is great! And so surely that’s what we’re doing, right? We’ve separated ourselves unto God, we’re devoted to Him and His laws, we’re listening to Joshua, we’re set apart for doing whatever He wants us to do every single day! Right? Wrong answer! Let’s be honest, we’ve been tricked by our wicked world system into not being consecrated to God but to it, this wicked world system! 

	 

	The 1st way we know we’ve been tricked by out wicked world into being disobedient to God is When We No Longer Give Him Our Desires. Once again, let’s take a look at the example of David.

	 

	Psalm 40:1-2,3,8 “I waited patiently for the LORD; He turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. I desire to do Your will, O my God; Your law is within my heart.” 

	 

	This is my focus. David was so glad that God had delivered Him time and time again and rescued him over and over again, from the lion, the bear, Goliath, King Saul, that He desired to do whatever God wanted Him to do! Why? Because David loved God and he knew what we apparently have forgotten! Listen to Joshua! Obey God, don’t turn to the right or the left, consecrate yourself to Him every single day. Keep that in your mouth, your focus, your desire, and you will be successful and prosperous wherever you go! And that’s exactly what happened to David, when? When he made it his desire to do the Will of God, to obey Him! So surely that’s what we’re doing, right? We’re desiring to be obedient to God as well and this is where our primary focus lies. Our interests, our passions, I mean. We’re serious about this! We want God’s blessings? Wrong! Our desire is not on God. It’s on the things of this world! This wicked world system has got us running this thing called the Rat Race, and we’re running so ragged that we’ve now turned into a people who live like this.

	 

	“This century’s mad dash of innovation has produced the most frantic human era ever. We phone. We fax. We page. We e-mail. We race from one end of life to the other, rarely glancing over our shoulders. 

	 

	Technology, mass media and a desire to do more, do it better and do it yesterday have turned us into a world of hurriers. Stop and smell the roses? No more. 

	 

	Instead, we have a world of 7-day diets, 24-hour news channels, 1-hour photo, 30-minute pizza delivery, 10-minute facials, 2-minute warnings, and Minute Rice. 

	 

	Fast food. Fast computers. Fast cars in fast lanes. Blu-Ray Players with 5 fast-forward settings. Sound bites and the rat race and instant coffee. Get rich quick. Live fast, die young, leave a good-looking corpse. 

	 

	Run on empty. Just do it. Places to go, people to meet, planners to fill, files to download, bills to pay, planes to catch, frozen dinners to nuke, web sites to surf, kids to pick up, stress to manage, and speeding tickets to pay.”

	 

	Now does that sound familiar or what? We don’t have time for God, let alone being obedient to Him, because we’re too busy running this Rat Race. But just in case there’s a little bit of time, we desire these things called hobbies! God still gets the short end of the stick! Let’s take a look at the top hobbies of Men and Women.

	 

	HOBBIES OF MEN

	 

	Fishing

	Grilling

	Working Out

	Coaching

	Billiards

	Collecting

	Target Shooting

	Rocketry

	Homebrewing

	Fantasy Sports2

	 

	HOBBIES OF WOMEN

	 

	Writing

	Reading

	Walking dog

	Watching Movies

	Arts & Crafts

	Cooking

	Running

	Wine Tasting

	Gardening

	Shopping3

	 

	Now, notice how not one time did God, being obedient to Him, desiring Him, living for Him, serving Him, nothing about God period, ever appear on that list. And granted most of those things in moderation weren’t even sinful per se, but in the grand scheme of things it shows where our desires are. It’s not God, let alone obedience to Him! With what little time we have left each and every day after being tricked into running the Rat Race, choosing the things of this world and if you look at it for what it is, it’s about as goofy as people choosing a chocolate bar in the following example:

	 

	“Mark Dice, Media Analyst: “It’s your lucky day today, you get a silver bar, pure silver bullion, or a free king size Hershey’s chocolate bar.” When she made her choice as to which she would want she points to the Chocolate bar. “You want the chocolate bar, instead of the 10 oz bar of silver?” he asks. “Yes”, she replies. “Ok, have a nice day,” he says as she walks away.

	 

	 He catches another guy on the street. He says, “It’s your choice, a free 10 oz. bar of silver or a free king size Hershey’s Chocolate Bar?” The reply from the passerby is, “I’ll take the Hershey Bar.” Mark tells him, “Go ahead and take it. It’s your lucky day. Who needs a bar of silver when you can have a good bar of chocolate. Have a nice day.”

	 

	 Now Mark stops another girl on the street. He just holds out hands and asks, “Which do you want?” She takes the chocolate bar. He tells her, “Eat it fast, it will melt, it’s hot out here.”  Then another older man comes by.  Mark asks him, “You’d rather have a candy bar than a silver bar?” The man answers, “Yes, you can’t eat a silver bar.”  Mark says, “Yeah, what can you do with a 10 oz bar of silver?”

	 

	I actually did the research on this, this week. 10 Ounces of silver is worth about $140 bucks. A chocolate bar, less than $1. How did those sayings go last week?

	 

	Has your cheese done slide off your cracker?

	Did you forget to pay your brain bill?

	 

	Are you a few fries short of a Happy Meal?
Is your wheel a spinnin’ but your hamster’s done dead!

	 

	Why? Because who in the world would choose a lesser value over a great one! It wasn’t even close! 140 to 1! I’m telling you, so it is with our desires! As for me and my house, we’re going to serve the Lord! Why?  Because I want the Silver Bar not the Chocolate one! Why? Because I want to be prosperous and successful wherever I go! I know what Joshua said! How many times does He have to tell us? I’m not turning to the right or to the left. I’ve consecrated myself to Him! I’m making it my daily mission my desire to not let God’s Law depart from my mouth. Why? Because I love Him, and I’m thankful and grateful for all He’s done and yes, I want the best possible life this side of Heaven. But that’s me! If you want to choose the chocolate bar and desire only the things of this world, then that’s your choice. But why in the world would you do that when you could have all of God’s blessings! As for me and my house, we choose the Lord! Don’t get tricked by our wicked world system into missing out on the blessing! Give up worldly desires and desire only to do the Will of God. Do it today and keep it that way, amen?

	 

	The 2nd way we’ve been tricked into being disobedient to God and missing out on His blessings is When We No Longer Give Him Our Best.

	 

	Oh no, we wouldn’t do that, would we? Just go through the motions and punch in our spiritual clock, acting like we did enough. Well, believe it or not, Jesus said giving God your best is a surefire ticket to a worry-free existence! Just put Him first!

	 

	Matthew 6:25,33 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” 

	 

	So here we see Jesus simply saying the good news that when we just put God first, giving Him our best, every day, day in, day out, seeking His Kingdom and His Righteousness first, making Him our top priority, then what? We get to live a worry-free Life! We don’t have to worry about what we eat, drink, or wear, we just seek Him, put Him first, give Him our best, and He takes care of all that stuff. Isn’t that awesome! It’s kind of like the first fruits principle in the Old Testament. There the people of Israel were challenged by God to give Him the best, the first of their crops, or of literally their hearts. As a reminder that God is our provider, not this world, not your boss, not the things of this world, but God. When you put Him first, He takes care of you. In short, give God your best and He takes care of the rest! What a deal! That should be on a shirt somewhere! And so surely that’s what we’re doing right? We’re giving God our best, we’re seeking Him first being obedient to Him in all things and enjoying His wonderful provision, not worrying about anything in life! Life of good! Wrong answer! We don’t give God our best, we give our job, our boss, the government our best and instead we give God our leftovers! Why? Because we don’t have time for God! We’re too busy running this rat race system and chasing those hobbies with what little time we have, and God is once again getting the raw end of the deal. And He’s watching this whole thing go down! After all He’s done for us, we know we should serve Him, and seek Him and give Him our best, after all, He’s given us his best, Jesus Christ, right? We’re so stinkin’ busy with these other things and we feel guilty and we know it’s wrong, but we keep doing it anyway. We rationalize just going through the motions, punching in our spiritual time clock.  We have this horrible attitude that says, “Well hey, at least I showed up this Sunday Preacher, one Sunday this month, but I’m so busy! Don’t you understand? That should be good enough!” And so, we end up giving God leftovers, after all He’s done. We give Him our worst, not best! If there’s one thing the Bible is clear about, it’s got to be this! When God’s people have the audacity, after all He’s done, to give Him leftovers, He doesn’t like it! Here’s just one scripture stating it:

	 

	Malachi 1:6,8,14 “‘If I am a father, where is the honor due Me? If I am a Master, where is the respect due Me?’ says the LORD Almighty. But you ask, ‘How have we shown contempt for Your Name?’ ‘When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try offering them to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you?’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘For I am a great king,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘and My Name is to be feared among the nations.’” 

	 

	Can I translate that? Here I am God, Creator of the Universe and you treat Me worse than a politician or the IRS. I gave you my son Jesus, and yet you give them more respect than Me. No wonder God doesn’t like it! It breaks His heart! He wants a relationship with us, not some dry stale leftover religion!  He wants to use our obedience to Him to show the world that His way is the best way! And again, He’s watching this go down the whole time! It’s about as goofy as these people doing this! All I got to say is, I hope this was not your New Year’s Resolution last week.

	 

	“This year I’ll spend less time with God.”

	 

	“I will hide my faith from my co-workers.”

	 

	“This year I will spend more and tithe less.”

	 

	“I will read the Bible as little as possible.”

	 

	“I will remain silent.”

	 

	“This year, this year, this year, I will not share my faith with my friends”

	 

	“I will shirk leadership responsibility every chance I get.”

	 

	“I will continue to justify my bad behavior.”

	 

	“I will give God my leftovers.”

	 

	“This year, this year, this year I will let the business of life squeeze God out.”

	 

	What will you do this year?

	 

	That video would be funny, if what? If it weren’t so true! I mean, at least they were being honest. But think about what’s going on here folks! God really is watching all this. And that may not be coming out of our mouths, of course not, you’re a Christian, you can’t say stuff like that! But God sees it all. It’s what’s really coming out of our hearts! He’s watching you as you go through the motions, you’re just punching in your spiritual time clock, and you’re giving Him the least you can, just to keep up appearances! And then to make matters worse, we don’t even like the time we do give God and we can’t hurry fast enough for it to be all over! Like the people of Amos’s day. Check this out! God sees it all!

	 

	Amos 8:4,5,7 “Hear this, you who say… ‘When will the New Moon be over that we may sell grain, and the Sabbath be ended that we may market wheat?’ The LORD has sworn…I will never forget anything they have done.” 

	 

	How many of you would say, “God’s not happy there!” Now let me put that attitude in the vernacular for today. “Will you hurry up and get this over with Preacher! I’ve got stuff to do! It’s almost noon! I’m hungry! There’s a game on! I have to go shopping and clean the house! I’m too busy giving my desires and best to the world that I don’t have time to stick around for this stuff. I’ve punched in my monthly time clock, enough already!” As if God doesn’t see all this, and you wonder why you’re not experiencing His blessings! You’ve been tricked into missing out on God’s Blessings! You’re not consecrated to him! You’re not giving Him your best! He is last on your priorities, He gets the minimal requirement, you don’t obey Him, you make up excuses as to why you can’t do what He says, and then you shake a fist at Him wondering why things are going down the tubes. Are you kidding me? Did you forget to pay your brain bill? Did the peas fall out of your casserole! Are you serious! He wants a relationship with us, not some dry stale man made leftover religion! Try that same mentality in your job, with the IRS, your marriage, the Government, and see how well you do. Yet, you think you’re going to be successful with God? Folks listen to Joshua! As for me and my house we will serve the Lord! Make up your mind! Consecrate yourself to Him. Give Him your desires! Give Him your best! So that you can be successful and prosperous wherever you go! But if you don’t, then you’ll not only miss out on all those blessings, but maybe it’s a sign that you have an even bigger problem, like this guy:

	 

	“Hey, I’m Ryan, I’m a Christian (claims to be a Christian), and this is my story. Growing up my parents made me go to church. When I was 12, I accepted Christ as my savior (I guess I got saved). I was even baptized (I was even dunked in some water). It was undoubtedly a very important decision (It apparently was a meaningless decision). 

	 

	It even affected how I lived in high school (It made no difference on how I lived in high school). I mean don’t get me wrong I’d fall on weekends (Got drunk most weekends). I had a girlfriend (I had sex often) Maybe a couple, but I was a normal high school kid. 

	 

	College was one big blur (College was one big party).  But I did make it to church out of obedience (out of guilt). After school I married a great girl and she’s been a great influence on me (I’ve been a terrible husband for her). Life’s been good (life’s been a struggle). I have a house, three kids (debt and lots of responsibility).

	 

	I couldn’t ask for more (I thought life would be so much more). I mean sure, I worry about my future (I’m panicked about my future). My marriage, it could be better (my marriage is falling apart). I need to spend more time with my kids (I don’t spend time with my kids). But things will be all right (Things are not alright). 

	 

	I have my faith (I have no faith). You don’t hear me talk about it a lot (That’s why you don’t hear me talk about it). It’s just because it’s personal (It’s non-existent). But don’t worry for me, my Jesus is real (my Jesus is plastic). 

	 

	Say all you want, but if you can’t ever seem to give God your desires, or your best, or anything but the bare minimum, then maybe you’ve got a plastic Jesus. Can I tell you something? A plastic Jesus usually means you’re a plastic Christian, one who’s not saved at all. I didn’t say that. God did.

	 

	1 John 2:15-17 “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world – the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does – comes not from the Father but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the Will of God lives forever.” 

	 

	In other words, he’s the real one, he’s truly saved. Why? Because he’s working his way to Heaven? No! That’s not the Gospel! We’re saved by the work of Jesus Christ! Rather it’s because we love God more than this wicked world system and we show that by our obedience, our desires, and our heart. A plastic heart and a plastic Jesus can’t save you. Only the real one can. And if that’s you here today, then stop kidding yourself, you need to get saved right now and become a real Christian with a real heart for Jesus, one that desires to obey Him.  You shouldn’t have to have your arm twisted. Once you do, the good news is, you’ll not only experience God’s fruit in an abundant way, but He’ll use you to lead many souls to Him. Showing them that obedience to the Gospel and God’s commands is the best way out of this mess, this wicked world system, 

	amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Twenty-Nine

	————————————

	Instant Obedience to God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was born in 1775 to a family of Merchants who arrived in New York to escape religious persecution in Europe. They were Huguenots, Christian Protestants who were being killed by the Catholic Church in France and ordered to renounce their faith and rejoin the Catholic Church.

	 

	With an upbringing like this, you can be sure he wanted to stand for freedom of all kinds. And that’s just what he did. Growing up he attended King's College (later renamed Columbia College an undergraduate of Columbia University) where he became a lawyer and joined the opposition to British rule and their oppression of the American Colonies. It wasn’t long before he was serving as President of the Continental Congress.

	 

	Like many others in his time, especially from a persecuted Christian background, he not only used his legal powers to encourage others to resist the tyranny of man, but to also seek salvation in Jesus Christ.

	 

	As the First Chief Justice of the US Supreme Court, he actually made statements like this: ‘Unto Him who is the author and giver of all good, I render sincere and humble thanks for His manifold and unmerited blessings, and especially for our redemption and salvation by His beloved son Jesus Christ. He has been pleased to bless me with excellent parents, with a virtuous wife, and with worthy children. His protection has companied me through many eventful years, faithfully employed in the service of my country.’

	And he served his office on Biblical principles. Listen to this: “Mercy and grace and favor did come by Jesus Christ. By conveying the Bible to people, we certainly do them a most interesting act of kindness. The most effectual means of securing the continuance of our civil and religious liberties is always to remember with reverence and gratitude the source from which they flow. The Bible is the best of all books, for it is the word of God and teaches us the way to be happy in this world and in the next. Continue therefore to read it and to regulate your life by its precepts. Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty as well as the privilege and interest of our Christian nation, to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”

	 

	He wanted the whole world to know the blessings of the Bible, not just America. He soon became the President of the American Bible society founded in in 1816 by Christians who were committed to the word of God and to the end of slavery by translating the Bible and various study aids in multiple languages all around the world. He headed that up!

	 

	[image: John Jay (Gilbert Stuart portrait)]Today he is still known in our country as one of the greatest attorney’s, diplomats, and statesmen, and he was the author of the first manual on military discipline. He was Minister to Spain, co-author of the Federalist Papers which helped secure the ratification of the Constitution, President of the Continental Congress, and again, the Original Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

	 

	The man’s name of course is, John Jay.1

	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ John Jay had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, I’d say he was experiencing God’s Fruit, amen? But that’s right, we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as John Jay is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like John Jay get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and affect a nation and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living.  I’ve got a life worth giving up!” I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like John Jay had, is available to every single Christian! That’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” We’re taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like John Jay had, and boy do we need it in our country or what?

	 

	We’ve already seen the first six chapters the 1st key to having A Life Worth Living For is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And the next sixteen times we saw the 2nd key to having A Life Worth Living For is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the next four times we saw the 3rd key to having A Life Worth Living For is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	And last two times we saw the 4th key to having A Life Worth Living For is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Fruit. 

	 

	There we saw if we’re ever going to get around to living those lives that we keep reading about each week of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God, then we have got to do something about it! We’ve got to be fruitful! We’ve got to be obedient to God, otherwise we’re wasting our time!

	 

	Then last time we saw the 2nd thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus Christ is to have a Consecrated Obedience.

	 

	One that is set apart for obeying God. And there we saw the acid tests of whether or not we’re really consecrated to God or this wicked world system. Because that’s really what’s going on every single day. That is the acid test of our desires.  Who gets our time, our energies, our passions, our heart? Who gets our best, our job, our boss, our government? Or God? Who gets your first, not your worst? If it’s not God, and all He gets is your leftovers, then stop kidding yourself, you might be a plastic Christian with a plastic Jesus, and you still need to get saved. Why? Because real Christians love Jesus and they want to obey Him. Not because they have to, but because they’re thankful and grateful for all He’s done. But that’s not all.

	 

	The 3rd thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is what I call an Instant Obedience.

	 

	One that obeys lickety-split! This is pivotal because even when we finally get around to appreciating being obedient to God, realizing that obeying Him is the pathway to the best possible life this side of Heaven, and we finally make a daily commitment to consecrate ourselves to this truth every single day, as a deliberate act, here’s the point. If you don’t get your timing down right in your obedience to God, you can still mess it up. When it came to the timing of the calling of the Disciples, this is one thing they excelled at. They gave God instant obedience. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Matthew 9:1-9 “Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to His own town. Some men brought to Him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, ‘Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.’ At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, ‘This fellow is blaspheming!’ Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, ‘Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,’ Then He said to the paralytic, ‘Get up, take your mat and go home.’ And the man got up and went home. When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority to men. As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. ‘Follow Me,’ He told him, and Matthew got up and followed Him.” 

	 

	Now notice there’s not one bit of hesitation. He didn’t waffle, he didn’t hesitate. Jesus said, “Get up and follow Me,” and Matthew did just that.  He immediately left everything behind. You have to understand the background of Matthew to get the significance of this passage and his immediate response. A tax collector was typically a wealthy person. Now, they were hated by their own countrymen, because they looked upon this profession as being a traitor. The Romans hired a Jew to tax the Jews and so they looked at these guys as being traitors and how they got their pay was by adding more taxes than was required. Therefore, he was a wealthy guy with a lucrative business, but he was hated and despised by his own people. Jesus shows up, and says, “Come follow Me.” And Matthew leaves it all, riches and all, immediately, Why? Because it’s the same thing today folks! Once you see Jesus, your life is never the same! Once you get  a taste of the miracles He does, and how He loves you, in spite of you, He loves and accepts unlike everyone else, He’s God in the flesh, and has the authority to forgive us of all our sins. Who wouldn’t want to forsake it all and follow Him! And Matthew is not the only disciple with this instant kind of response. We see the same thing with other disciples. 

	 

	Matthew 4:18-22 “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ’Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him.” 

	 

	Again, no hesitation, zero disobedience, just instant obedience at once, they followed Him. Why? Because this is JESUS folks! Are you serious? Do I even have to tell you? He walks on water! He’s the Messiah, the Creator of the Universe! He can do all things, forgive all sins, and He loves me and wants me to follow Him? Are you kidding me? This is the best day ever! No wonder the disciples reacted the way they did! BOOM! Drop those stinking nets! Go follow the Creator of the universe! I can’t even believe He called me? You want me to do what? Yes sir, how high sir, what do you want me to do? Follow you? Absolutely! I give you instant obedience! At once! Common sense, logical response, right? And what was the response! God used them to do great and mighty things, and so it is today! Every day God calls us to be obedient to Him. Not just “follow Him” at the beginning of salvation, but every single day! He wants to use us to do great and mighty things like the disciples! He gives us order to obey. Us?! Little no name us! Outcasts of society. Seemingly insignificant people. People the world looks at and despises. And God looks at us and says, “Come follow Me, do what I say, and I’ll make you Fishers of Men!” I’ll do something splendid with your life! And so surely that’s what we’re doing, right? When God speaks to us in His word or by His spirit and He tells us to do something so that our lives are doing something splendid for Him. We give Him instant obedience, at once, lickety-split, yes sir, how high sir, I can’t wait to be used of You, just tell me what to do, I’ll do it right away. Wrong! Folks let’s be honest, we don’t give God instant obedience, being excited to obey Him right on the spot, just salivating for the next command. We’ve been tricked into putting up road blocks that messes up our timing in obedience to God.

	 

	And the 1st sign we got a roadblock is when We Give into Hesitation. 

	 

	And that’s the last thing the Psalmist was going to do in obedience to God!

	 

	Psalm 119:57-60 “You are my portion, O Lord; I have promised to obey your words. I have sought your face with all my heart; be gracious to me according to your promise. I have considered my ways and have turned my steps to your statutes. I will hasten and not delay obeying your commands.” 

	 

	So here we see the Psalmist, who already appreciates obedience to God, as we saw before, that’s what Psalm 119 is all about, all the positive benefits to obeying God’s commands, all the things you can gain from obeying God. But he’s so convinced of it that he realizes that the last thing you ever want to do is to what? To hesitate! To give into delay! Why? Because it will mess things up! That’s why he says, “I will not hasten, I will not delay, to obey your commands.” He knows that the moment we do that, the odds are, we won’t obey God and we’ll miss out on the blessing! Don’t think about it, just do it! No hesitation, no delay! Why? Because the moment we allow hesitation to occur, in obedience to God or whatever, it clouds the issue, we get confused and it goes downhill from there, like this guy learned.

	 

	“There was this older lady who was quite delicate and elegant in her language. She and her husband were planning a week's vacation in Arizona. So, she wrote to a travel trailer court and asked for a reservation. 

She wanted to make sure the campground was fully equipped but didn't quite know how to ask about the "toilet" facilities. She just couldn't bring herself to write the word "toilet" in her letter. After much deliberation, she finally came up with the old-fashioned term "bathroom commode". So, she started all over again and referred to the bathroom commode merely as the B.C. ‘Does the campground have its own B.C.?’ is what she actually wrote.

Well, the court manager, Herman, wasn't fancy and elegant at all and when he got the letter, he just couldn't figure out what the woman was talking about. That B.C. business really had him stumped so he delayed in responding to her. And the more he delayed the more he got confused. 

	 

	Finally, Herman couldn’t take it anymore and he jumped to the conclusion that the lady must be asking about the location of the Baptist Church. So, he stopped delaying and sat down and wrote the following reply: 

‘Dear Madam:  I regret the delay in answering your letter, but now take pleasure of informing you that a B.C. is located 9 miles north of the campground and is capable of seating 250 people at one time. I admit, it is quite a distance away if you are in the habit of going regularly, but no doubt you will be pleased to know that a great number of people take their lunches along and make a day of it. They usually arrive early and stay late. The last time my wife and I went was 6 years ago and it was so crowded we had to stand up the whole time we were there. 

	 

	It may interest you to know that right now there is a supper planned to raise money to buy more seats. They are going to hold it in the basement of the B.C. I would like to say it pains me very much not to be able to go more regularly, but it is surely no lack of desire on my part. As we grow older, it seems to be more of an effort, particularly in cold weather. 

	 

	If you decide to come down to our campground, perhaps I could go with you the first time you go, sit with you, and introduce you to all the other folks. 
Remember, this is a friendly community. Sincerely, Herman.’”

	 

	Herman, Herman, Herman. Now that guy found out real fast that delaying in writing back to that lady sure led to a lot of confusion didn’t it? He should have just responded immediately when she first wrote and cleared it up but no! His delay made things worse didn’t it? How many times have we been through this? God tells us to do something, for our own good by the way, He wants to use us to do something great, but what do we do? We delay, we say, “I’ll think about it. Let me ponder that for a moment. I’ll get back with you!” And the next thing you know we have got our own stinky mess, don’t we? Life goes down the tubes real fast, we get flushed down the toilet wondering how we got here. Right? How many times do we have to go through this? It’s this same attitude of “delay” of “thinking” about it, that King Saul lost his kingship as we saw before, remember that? What did he say in 1 Samuel 13? Saul, just as he finished making the offering, which he shouldn’t have done, that was disobeying God, and then Samuel arrived and said, “What have you done?” And Saul replied. “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Mikmash, I thought,” 

	There it is, there’s your delay! Instead of instant obedience, Saul had to think about it. And he’s not the only one who did this and got into trouble and learned things the hard way. So did Naaman. Remember him? Remember how he was a “big shot” commander in the Old Testament but had leprosy? And he was encouraged to go to the prophet in Samaria, Elisha, and be healed of his affliction. Good news! Just do it and get the blessing! But Naaman’s problem was that he had his own plan in mind about how it should be done. He had to “think” about it. And his attitude almost cost him his healing.

	 

	2 Kings 5:9-14 “So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, ‘Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored, and you will be cleansed.’ But Naaman went away angry and said, ‘I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” So, he turned and went off in a rage. Naaman’s servants went to him and said, ‘My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed!’ So, he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.” 

	 

	Naaman was given an order to obey that was for his own good, mind you, for his healing. But his first mistake was the phrase, “I thought.” Just like King Saul, he gave into hesitation. He had to think about it before he could obey, and it almost cost him his healing, the blessing. And so it is today. How many times does God give us a simple command to obey, be it in His word or a prompting of His spirit, for our good mind you, and we actually delay? We say we have to “think about it” before we can put it into action. Excuse me. First of all, this is God! Who are you to question Him? Secondly, name one command that’s bad for us! Why are you delaying? All His commands are for our good!

	And He wants to use us to do something good for Him if we would just give Him this instant obedience, the delayed response ruins it! It’s a subtle trap! It’s a road block! People this is the simple choice we must make every day! If you want to be used of God and do mighty things for Him, just like the disciples, then you have to treat His commands like the disciples! Obeying God instantly! Come! Follow Me! No hesitation! Drop those stinking nets! This is JESUS! He walks on water! He performs miracles! He’s the Messiah, the Creator of the Universe! He can do all things, He forgives all my sins, He loves me and wants “me” to follow Him? Are you kidding me? This is the best day ever! Yes sir, how high sir, what do you want me to do? The world hates me, but you love me! I’ll follow you. I’ll give you instant obedience! Common sense, logical response, just like the disciples! And then God will use you to do great things for Him, becoming a fisher of men, and do something splendid with your life, just like the disciples, if you would just give Him instant obedience today!

	 

	The 2nd sign that we’ve got a roadblock to giving God Instant Obedience and missing the blessing is when we Give into Categorization.       

	 

	Oh, it’s bad enough we give into delay, but the last thing you ever want to do is this. Categorize your obedience. And again, this is yet another thing the Psalmist refused to do!

	 

	Psalm 119:1-5 “Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD. Blessed are they who keep His statutes and seek Him with all their heart. They do nothing wrong; they walk in His ways. You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed. Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees!” 

	 

	Notice how the Psalmist not only admits repeatedly that if you just do what God says, you’ll be blessed over and over again, but how God is to be obeyed fully and with all your heart. Why? Because they’re all for our good! Again, name one command that is bad for us? Just do whatever God says to do, all of it, and be blessed right? Simple. No hesitation. No need to get confused. Just do it, all! But that’s not what we do, at all, is it? If we’re honest with ourselves, we not only give into delay, we hesitate in our obedience to God. We categorize our obedience to God. We actually say stuff like this, “Well, that’s just a small thing, it’s not that big of a deal. I don’t have to worry about being obedient to that minor issue.” Excuse me? Who made you God? Who gave you the authority to size up His commands? What gave you the right to pick and choose which commands you want to follow by categorizing them as big or small? Excuse me? God wants obedience in all things, not what you categorize as big or small things. They’re all big to Him! And again, name one that’s bad for us. Why would you even do this? They are all for our good! It’s a trap to trick us into missing out on the blessed life by obeying God as the Psalmist clearly says!  

	To demonstrate what I’m talking about, I’m going to start off with a simple command that we should all understand, no confusion here. It’s called obeying the speed limit! What, are you serious? Yeah! Do you obey it wherever you go? Every time you see that sign you rejoice and get excited, it’s another opportunity to show obedience to God in all things. No? Don’t you realize the pain it can cause if you don’t like these ladies found out?

	 

	“A police officer pulled over a nun driving a car, and said, ‘Ma’am, you are driving way too slow, could you please drive a little faster?’ 

And the nun says, ‘Oh, I’m sorry officer, I saw the sign with the “21” on it and assumed the speed limit was 21.’ 

The officer explains: ‘No ma’am, the speed limit is 65, the highway is 21.” 

So then the police officer looks in the backseat and sees 2 other nuns sitting there shaking like leaves. 

And so, he asked the first nun, ‘Excuse me, Sister, but what’s wrong with those 2?’ 

And the nun replied, ‘Oh, that’s because we just got off Highway 145.’

	 

	Now those ladies found out real fast just how big of a deal it is to drive the proper speed limit didn’t they? It almost cost them their life, didn’t it? And believe it or not the price is even higher in our relationship with Jesus. In all seriousness, why don’t we obey this obvious area of obedience?  I’ll be honest with you. Before I was saved, I didn’t drive the speed limit. But when I first got saved, I did. Nobody had to tell me. It was just a natural and obvious area of obedience. Yes, sir, how high sir, what do you want me to do sir. But then when I got older in the Lord, a couple years and Bible college, and based on what I saw with other so-called “mature” Christians, I decided to categorize it into a small thing. I decided it wasn’t that big of a deal. I didn’t need to worry about this minor issue. Until one day, God spanked me driving to work, with this passage of Scripture.

	 

	Luke 19:17 “’Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’” 

	 

	Now, here’s the point people. We cannot neglect what we would label as small things because God wants simple instant obedience in all things. That’s what the Psalmist is saying. God’s character is “good.” Therefore, when He asks us to do something, it isn’t because He’s on a power trip. He’s not a big ol’ tyrant forcing us with a two by four to give Him slavish obedience. No! Rather, God is a loving Father who knows what is best for His children and He wants to do something good through us, like the disciples. But if you can’t obey something as simple as the speed limit, a small matter, what makes you think He will ever cut you loose with ten cities, a big responsibility. He can’t even trust you to do this small thing because you’ve forgotten the wonderful truth from the Psalmist. God wants obedience in all things, not just what you categorize as big or small things. This is what makes or breaks us as fruitful Christians. You see, you’re always going to be doing something with your hands, this side of Heaven, the question is, is it going to be for bearing fruit for the Lord? You’re attitude towards obedience will determine it, like this video shows.

	 

	“This hand, holding a teddy bear, stole a pack of gum. This hand, typing on a keyboard, writes lies. This hand, talking on the phone, gossips. This hand, placing a golf ball on a T, doesn’t show love. This hand, holding his head, hit someone. This hand, inside a chain fence, took a life. This hand, fixing her blouse, didn’t keep her vows.

	 

	This hand, holding a wrench, didn’t finish the job. This hand, holding a coffee cup, withheld her tithe.  This hand, holding a steering wheel, had an affair. This hand, holding a remote, does nothing. This hand, holding a grocery bag, abandoned her children.

	 

	This hand, holding a needle, has lost control. This hand, holding a cell phone, cheats. This hand, fixing his sleeve, abuses his wife. This hand, getting a manicure, shoplifts. This hand, working a mouse, looks for pornography. This hand, drawing a picture, did something unspeakable. 

	 

	This hand, nailed to a cross, forgave them all. What are you doing with your hands? 

	 

	Don’t kid yourself. The answer to the question is this. What you will be doing with your hands, will be based on your attitude in obedience to God. If you give into hesitation and you have to “think about it” first, or you give into categorization to see whether or not it is a “big deal” to obey in the first place, 

	then your hands will be doing what those people were doing. Not only being disobedient to God but missing out on the blessing of being used of God, to do great things for Him. Why? Because we have to? No! Because of what His hands have done for us. We’re thankful and grateful and don’t hesitate to give Him instant obedience like the disciples who said, “Come follow You? Me? Are you serious? I’m an outcast! I’m nobody! The world despises me! They think I’m nothing! But You? You love me? I’ll drop those stinking nets!  I’ll leave that table and all my money behind!! I’ll leave everything behind! This is JESUS! He walks on water! He performs miracles! He’s the Messiah, the Creator of the universe! He can do all things, He forgives all my sins, He loves me and wants “me” to follow Him? Are you kidding me? This is the best day ever! Yes sir, how high sir, what do you want me to do? The world hates me, but You love me! I’ll follow you! I’ll give you instant obedience!” Common sense, logical response, just like the disciples! And if you can do that today not just when you first got saved but make it a habit of life in all things then God will use you just like the disciples, to do great things for Him. But, if even after all this, you still resist, thinking it’s no big deal to obey God, so what, then maybe it’s time you examine yourself like this guy shares

	 

	“I’m not troubled in my heart about your self-esteem. I’m not troubled in my heart about whether or not you feel good about yourself, about whether life is turning out like you want it, or whether or not your check book balances. There is only one thing that gave me a sleepless night. There is only one thing that troubles me all throughout the morning.

	 

	And that is this...within a hundred years a great majority of people in this building will possibly be in hell. And many that will even profess Jesus Christ as Lord will spend an eternity in hell. Many of the things you love to do, God hates. Did you know that? Pray for revival. You say you want God to move but before you go there you watch programs on television that God absolutely despises. 

	 

	Then you wonder why the Holy Spirit hasn’t fallen on a place and why you have to create false fire and false excitement. God’s not in it. God is a Holy God and the only way you and I can ever be reconciled with a Holy God is through the death of God’s own Son when He hung on that tree. Because you need to realize the Bible says that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and you have no idea what that means! We were born radically depraved. God hating. 

	 

	That we would have never sought God, never come to God, we have rebelled against God, broken every law, not just the issue that you have sinned, blasphemy, lying, idolatry, gossip, slander, stealing, murder, the issue is you have never done anything but sin. I’m not trying to be hard, for the sake of being hard, but do you know how much love it takes to stand before 5,000 people and tell them that American Christianity is almost totally wrong?

	 

	The Bible says in the prophets that even our greatest works are like filthy rags. Because of that you know what we deserve? The wrath of God. Why am I a Christian? Because there was a time in my life when I asked Jesus Christ to come into my heart. I want you to know that the greatest heresy in the American Evangelical Protestant church, is that if you pray and ask Jesus into your heart, He will definitely come in. 

	 

	You will not find that in any place in Scripture. What you need to know is that salvation is by faith and faith alone in Jesus Christ. And faith alone in Jesus Christ is preceded and followed by repentance. A turning away from sin. Hatred for the things that God hates. And a love for the things that God loves. A growing Holiness and desire not to be like Britney Spears and not to be like the world, and not to be like the great majority of American Christians, but to be like Jesus Christ. I don’t know why you are clapping, I am talking about you.”

	 

	How many people in the Church today have this same lackadaisical attitude towards obedience to God, even clapping at a great sermon about obedience to God, not realizing it’s directed to them, I’m talking about you.

	And if that’s you, and you can give a rip about obeying God, then you need to do what God says to do, start with this, examine yourself and see if you’re even saved in the first place. I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	2 Corinthians 13:2,5 “I already gave you a warning when I was with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent, examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you – unless, of course, you fail the test?” 

	 

	How do you fail the test? You give a rip about being obedient to God! Why? Because you’re trying to work your way into Heaven? No! That’s not the Gospel! We’re saved by the work of Jesus Christ! Rather because you’re appreciative of what His hands have done for you, it’s the normal logical response just like the disciples. “Can I follow you? Are you serious? I’m so thankful and grateful for all You’ve done. I love you! I WANT TO OBEY!” 

	And if that’s not you, then stop kidding yourself. You need to get saved right now and become a real disciple who desires to be obedient to God instantly. 

	And once you do, the good news is, you’ll not only experience God’s fruit and His blessings, but He’ll use you to lead many souls to Him, become a fisher of men. How? By showing them through your obedience to the Gospel and His commands, that God’s way really is the best way and the only way out of this mess, both now and forevermore, amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Thirty

	————————————

	Unquestionable Obedience to God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was born in 1775 to a family of merchants who arrived in New York to escape religious persecution in Europe. They were Huguenots, Christian Protestants who were being killed by the Catholic Church in France and told to renounce their faith in Jesus Christ and rejoin the Catholic Church.

	 

	Well, they weren’t going to have anything to do with that, so with an upbringing like this, you can be sure he wanted to stand for freedom of all kinds. And that’s just what he did. He grew up and went to King’s College (later named Columbia College, an undergraduate of Columbia University) where he became a lawyer and joined the opposition to British rule and their oppression of the American colonies. And it wasn’t long before he was serving as President of the Continental Congress in the U.S.

	 

	Like many others of his time, especially from a persecuted Christian background, he not only used his legal powers to encourage others to resist the tyranny of man, but also to seek salvation in Jesus Christ.

	 

	(Father of Public Schools Under the Constitution) “The Gospel of Jesus Christ prescribes the wisest rules for just conduct in every situation of life. Happy they who are enabled to obey them in all situations! The great enemy of the salvation of man, (satan) in my opinion, never invented a more effective means of limiting Christianity from the world than by persuading mankind that it was improper to read the Bible at schools. Christianity is the only true and perfect religion; and in proportion as mankind adopt its principles and obey its precepts, they will be wise and happy. The Bible should be read in our schools in preference to all other books.”

	 

	As the First Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, he actually made statements like this to the people: “Unto Him (God) who is the Author and giver of all good, I render sincere and humble thanks for His manifold and unmerited blessings, and especially for our redemption and salvation by His beloved son Jesus Christ. He has been pleased to bless me with excellent parents, with a virtuous wife, and worthy children. His protection has accompanied me through many eventful years, and He has faithfully employed in the service of my country.”

	 

	And he served our country on Biblical principles. Listen to this. He said this as the First Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court: “Mercy and grace and favor did come by Jesus Christ. By conveying the Bible to people, we certainly do them a most interesting act of kindness. The most effectual means of securing the continuance of our civil and religious liberties is always to remember with reverence and gratitude the source from which they flow. The Bible is the best of all books, for it is the word of God and teaches us the way to be happy in this world and in the next. 

	 

	Continue therefore to read it and to regulate your life by its precepts. Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty as well as the privilege and interest of our Christian nation, to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”

	 

	And later he not only became the President of the American Bible Society, committed to spreading the Bible all over the world in multiple languages…

	 

	But today he is still known in our country as one of the greatest attorneys, diplomats, statesmen, author of the first manual on military discipline, minister to Spain, co-author

	 

	But today he is still known in our country as one of the greatest attorneys, diplomats, statesmen, author of the first manual on military discipline, minister to Spain, co-author of the Federalist Papers which help secure the ratification of the Constitution, President of the Continental Congress, and the Original Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

	The man’s name of course is, Benjamin Rush.1

	

	[image: Benjamin Rush]      I don’t know about you, but I’d say ol’ Benjamin Rush had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, I’d say he was experiencing God’s fruit. But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Benjamin Rush is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Benjamin Rush get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and affect a nation and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living for. I’ve got a life worth giving up!”  I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life like Benjamin Rush had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “A Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Benjamin Rush had, and boy do we need it in our country or what?

	 

	We’ve already seen the first six chapters 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the next four chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	And last three chapters we saw the 4th key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Fruit. 

	 

	There we saw if we’re ever going to get around to living those lives that we keep reading about every single week of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God, then we have to do something about it! We have to be fruitful! We have got to be obedient to God, otherwise we’re wasting our time!

	 

	Last time we saw the 3rd thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus Christ is to have an Instant Obedience.

	 

	One that obeys God lickety-split! Why? Because even when we finally appreciate being obedient to God, realizing that obeying Him is the only way to the best possible life, this side of Heaven, even when we finally make a daily commitment to consecrate ourselves to this wonderful truth, every single day as a deliberate act, we can still mess it up if we don’t get our timing down! Our obedience to God has to be instant just like the disciples. And last time we saw two unfortunate road blocks that we allow to come into our lives, messing everything up, here giving into hesitation we have to “think about it” first before we can obey God. Excuse me? Why delay…just obey! Or we give into categorization and “size it up” as “no big deal” it’s a small minor thing, a “grey area” when the reality is, God wants us to obey Him in all things, not just what we would label as a big or a small thing. It could very well be this “untrustworthiness” with a “small thing” that He never cuts you loose with a “big thing.” Your obedience needs to be instant, no delay, just do it all. But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 4th thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is what I call an Unquestionable Obedience.

	 

	What? We wouldn’t do that too, would we? Yeah. Unfortunately. And the irony is, who are we doing this too? This is Jesus! He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords the Master of the Universe! When He gives an order, you obey! How dare you question Him! He is not only our Savior, He is the Lord of all! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Romans 10:9-13 “That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, ‘Anyone who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.’ For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile – the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on Him, for, ‘Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved.’” 

	 

	Now, according to our text, one of the infamous passages about salvation, notice how Jesus is not called our Savior, although He is, but notice how the emphasis is on Him being what? LORD! And for those of you who don’t know, the word, “Lord” comes for the Greek word “kurios” which means literally “Master.” What’s interesting is that while the word “Savior” appears in the New Testament 24 times, listen, the word “Lord” appears 665 times. So which word do you think God’s trying to provide greater emphasis? Not to downplay Jesus being our Savior, praise God for that! But apparently, one thing that God wants to get through to our heads, even in a salvation passage, is that Jesus is LORD! This is what many Christians forget and that has a detrimental effect on their attitude towards obedience to God! We all readily confess that Jesus Christ is our wonderful Savior, who saves us from our sins. But how often do we readily confess that He is our powerful Lord or Master as well? He’s not just our Savior but our Lord, our Master as well! In other words, He calls the shots! When He gives an order, you obey! How dare you question Him! Do you have any idea who you’re dealing with here? This is Jesus! He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords the Master of the Universe! Questioning Him is about as audacious as this:

	 

	“Here stands God on the day of creation. He looks at the stars and He says, ‘All you stars move yourself to this place and start in this order and move in a circle and move exactly as I tell you, until I give you another word.’ 

	 

	‘Planets-pick yourself up and whirl, make this formation at my command, until I give you another word.’

	 

	He looks at the mountains and says, ‘Be lifted up,’ and they obey Him. He tells valleys, ‘Be cast down,’ and they obey Him.

	 

	He looks at the sea and says, ‘You will come this far,’ and the sea obeys. 

	 

	Then, he looks at you and says, “Come,” and you go, ‘NO!’”

	 

	Does that bother anyone? Uh yeah, it should! Why? Because this is Jesus! He is not only our Savior, He is the Lord of all! This is what God is trying to tell us even in our salvation passage. When He gives an order, you obey! How dare you question Him! So surely that’s what we’re doing today, right? When Lord Jesus gives us an order, we just do it, no questions asked, no rebellion, whatever He wants, He gets it! Lord of all, right? Wrong! Even though God wants to use us to share the Gospel with all creation, we don’t give Him unquestionable obedience like the rest of Creation. And we rebel against His Lordship because I think we’ve forgotten a couple key things.

	 

	The 1st thing we’ve forgotten is that God’s Ways Differ from Our Own. 

	 

	Isaiah 55:8-9 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares the LORD. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.” 

	 

	Should that really be a big surprise? God is so huge, so big, so way above and beyond us, of course there’s going to be some things that we don’t get. My little puny finite brain isn’t going to get the infinite. I get that. That would be illogical. And what kind of God would that be if He’s no bigger than my brain? Answer? Not much, just ask my wife! But seriously, here’s the point. Even though I may not understand what God’s up to when He asks me to do something, it’s okay! Just trust Him! Hello! He’s God! He knows what He’s doing! He alone can see the big picture, He alone has the eternal perspective and He’s good, and He knows what’s best for me. Just do it, no questions asked. 

	So surely that’s what we’re doing, right? When God tells us to do something, even if we don’t get it, we acknowledge this is par for the course. Hello! He’s God! It’s going to happen sometimes. His ways are higher than our ways. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts, right? Wrong! Instead of acknowledging that God’s ways differ from our ways, we rebel and think things need to go “our way” before we obey. Say what? Who do you think you are, God? How many times have we got burned by this mistake? Let me give you just one example.

	One time in Bible college, I was invited, with a couple of other people, to facilitate a time of worship for a traveling evangelist. I accepted, first mistake. I didn’t seek God and see if this was His will or way for me. Second mistake, I didn’t check references, I’ll get to that in a second. I assumed my way was His way. So that following weekend I arrived at the rented conference room with guitar and equipment in hand. As I began to set up, I realized that there was also a television crew making necessary preparations. I thought to myself, “Hey! This is great. I had no idea that I would be on TV!” So, we sang praises unto the Lord and everything went off without a hitch. Then the traveling evangelist came to present their message while I watched intently on the front row, feeling rather “special.” My way is awesome! 

	However, the speaker was only a few minutes into the message when I realized that they were speaking heresy to which I was seriously opposed and wanted no part of. Suddenly I remembered that this meeting was being televised. 

	All I could think of was, “What if somebody from the Bible college sees this? What will they think? Will they think that I agree with this evangelist?” Then I got a “bright idea.” I figured I would hide from the view of the cameras. I slowly began to slide lower and lower in my chair on the front row. Just when I thought the back of my head was out of range, I observed that the wall in front of me was lined to the ceiling with mirrors. Looking at my reflection, it suddenly dawned on me that there was no escape. All that I had accomplished was that of giving the cameras a view of some weirdo scrunched way down in his seat on the front row. 

	Needless to say, I went home thinking, “What a stupid idea!” My way is a dumb way! Why didn’t I seek God’s way in this! How many times have we been through this? How many times have we learned the hard way that our “bright ideas,” “our way,” pale in comparison to God’s wisdom? His ways are higher than our ways. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. Seek Him and do whatever He says even if it doesn’t agree with your ways or thoughts. Granted, I shared with you a personal humorous example, but if we are honest with ourselves, sometimes this rebellion is not funny, and it creates a lot of havoc and pain in our lives, doesn’t it. All because we don’t seek Him, and/or we question Him! But folks, this is the good news! This is what Isaiah is trying to remind us. This is par for the course. It’s going to happen sometimes! God is God and we’re not. Yet He knows what’s best for us even if we don’t get it, like these ladies learned.

	 

	“Corrie Ten Boom and her sister Betsy had just been transferred to the worst German prison camp they’d been to yet, called Ravensbruck. They, along with hundreds of other women, were stripped of their few belongings and forced into a very small barrack. The problem was, it was not only cold and overcrowded, but it was infested with fleas.

	 

	By a miracle of God, they managed to smuggle in a Bible and so Corrie and Betsy would read it as often as they could for encouragement. And one morning they read the passage in the Bible that said to give God thanks in all things. So, Betsy told Corrie they needed to stop and thank the Lord for everything, including the fleas.

	[image: F2916AC2]Well, being frustrated and flea bitten, Corrie refused to give God thanks for those fleas. But her sister persisted until finally Corrie gave in begrudgingly.

But the good news was that during the months they spent in that flea infested barrack, these sisters were able to hold regular Bible studies and to encourage many of the other hurting women there. This of course was a huge risk because if the guards had caught them, they would have either tortured or killed them.

	 

	But for some strange reason, the guards never seemed to notice. And that’s when several months later, they finally learned the reason why. You see, the guards would not enter their barracks because of all the fleas.”2
 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’d say when all was said and done, those ladies were just a little bit grateful for those fleas, how about you? And people, this is the great news! We don’t have to wait for an attack of the Killer Fleas before we submit to God’s ways. We just trust Him and acknowledge who we’re dealing with here! This is God! This is Jesus! He is the King of Kingd and the Lord of Lords. He is the Master of the Universe! His ways are higher than our ways. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts.

	 

	He looks at stars and says, “Move yourself to this place.” And they obey!

	He says to the planets, “Pick yourself up and whirl,” and they do!

	 

	He says to the mountains, “Be lifted up,” and to the valleys, “Be cast down,” and they always comply.

	 

	And He looks at the sea and says, “You will come this far,” and the sea obeys. 

	 

	And then he looks at you and says, “Don’t go to that conference,” and you should say, what? “Yes!”

	His ways are higher than our ways. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts. He’s God. He’s good and He loves me. Even though I may not get it, and even though it may not be what I want it will always be what I need, like this saying. 

	 

	
		I asked for strength and God gave me difficulties to make me strong.

		I asked for wisdom and God gave me problems to solve.

		I asked for prosperity and God gave me brain and brawn to work.

		I asked for courage and God gave me danger to overcome.

		I asked for love and God gave me troubled people to help.

		I asked for favors and God gave me opportunities.

		I received nothing I wanted. I received everything I needed.



	 

	How much easier would life be, if we would just acknowledge what Isaiah is trying to tell us? God’s ways differ from our own, His thoughts are higher than our thoughts, but He knows what He’s doing. Just trust Him, stop rebelling, and give Him unquestionable obedience and life will go much, much, smoother, amen?

	 

	The 2nd thing we’ve forgotten about Jesus being not only our Savior, but LORD is that He Doesn’t Buy into Our Excuses. But don’t take my word for it…listen to His!

	 

	Luke 9:57-62 “As they were walking along the road, a man said to Him, ‘I will follow You wherever You go.’ Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.’ He said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ But the man replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Still another said, ‘I will follow You, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-bye to my family.’ Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.’” 

	 

	       Here they were, several people saying they were going to follow Jesus, but all they did was offer up a huge string of excuses, didn’t they? In fact, they even called Him Lord, but the problem was what? They didn’t submit to Him as Lord, did they? In other words, they didn’t do what Jesus asked them to do! And what was His response? You’re not fit to serve in My Kingdom. You call me Lord, Lord, but you don’t do what I say! And you don’t think I can’t see this!!! You’re fake! This is a bunch of baloney! And so surely this is not what we’re doing, right? We’re not acting like a non-Christian offering Lord Jesus a long giant string of excuses when He asks us to follow Him, are we? Well, unfortunately, I think we are! And apparently, it’s a trend in society. I mean, think about it. Nobody wants to take responsibility for his or her actions nowadays. Rather we have made an art form out of excuse making. For instance, I’ve stumbled across the top 10 excuses to say if you get caught sleeping at your desk at work.

	 

	10.They told me at the blood bank this might happen.

	9.  This is just a 15-minute power-nap they raved about in the last management 

	     course you sent me to.

	8.  Whew! Guess I left the top off the liquid paper.

	7.  I wasn't sleeping! I was meditating on the mission statement and envisioning a 

	     new paradigm.

	6.  This is one of the 7 habits of highly effective people!

	5.  I was testing the keyboard for drool resistance.

	4.  Darn! Why did you interrupt me? I had almost figured out a solution to our 

	     biggest problem.

	3.  Someone must have put decaf in the wrong pot.

	2.  I wasn't sleeping. I was trying to pick up a contact lens without hands.

	     And the #1 best thing to say if you get caught sleeping at your desk at work 

	     is…

	1.  Amen.

	 

	Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? In fact, it seems that no matter how ridiculous it may be, we’ll still dish out an excuse instead of admitting that we’re wrong! Oh, but we don't stop there. Even after running out of excuses, we still don’t want to admit we’re wrong, so we do what the people in our text did.

	We try to strike a deal with the Lord. Make a bargain with Him. But folks, when are we going to learn that excuses, let alone trying to bargain with the Lord doesn’t work out at all, like this preacher learned.

	 

	“One day this country preacher decided to skip services on a Sunday and instead head to the hills to do some bear hunting. As he rounded the corner on a perilous twist in the trail, he and a bear collided, sending him and his rifle tumbling down the mountainside. 

	 

	Before he knew it, his rifle went one way and he went the other, landing on a rock and breaking both legs. That was the good news. The bad news was the ferocious bear was charging at him from a distance, and he couldn’t move. 

	 

	[image: Image result for black bear attacks]‘Oh Lord,’ the preacher prayed, ‘I’m so sorry for skipping services today to come out here and hunt. Please forgive me and grant me just one wish…please make a Christian out of that bear that’s coming at me. Please, Lord!’ 

	 

	That very instant, the bear skidded to a halt, fell to its knees, clasped its paws together, and began to pray aloud right at the preacher’s feet. ‘Dear God, bless this food I am about to receive…’”

	 

	When are we going to learn, making deals, giving God a bunch of excuses, is never going to fly with Him! This is what we see in our text. The Lord Jesus gave a simple command, follow me, and even though the people called Him Lord in name only they refused to submit as Lord and instead gave Him excuses. Let me first go bury my father, you know, make sure I got an inheritance, big money, a large savings account, a 401k plan, I got to be financially secure before I can follow you Lord Jesus, excuse me? God comes first! Not your family, not your friends, not your financial security! Why? Because don’t you know who you’re dealing with here? This is Jesus! Who are you to question Him? This is not a good sign. “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God!”  And if you can’t obey Lord Jesus and instead just offer up a bunch of excuses, then maybe it’s time to change your name, like this guy.

	 

	“Alexander the Great conquered the entire known world and part of his greatness was that he feared nothing at all. Therefore, the one thing he would not tolerate in any of his soldiers was cowardice. One day when he was holding court for his army, the Sergeant at Arms brought in one soldier after another and read the accusations against them.

	 

	[image: Alexander the Great, Bronze Head]No eyes shifted, and no one moved, as the king pronounced sentence, often without mercy on one soldier after another. There was none who could deliver out of his hand and often the sentence was death. 
 
Then suddenly came before him a soldier, a young man no more than about seventeen years of age. He was an unusual boy for that part of the world; blond, blue-eyed and handsome. For a moment the king looked at him in silence. No one moved. But they saw the hardness leave the king’s face. 

	 

	So, Alexander the Great asked the sergeant, ‘What is his crime?’ And the sergeant replied, ‘He was found fleeing in the face of the enemy and was discovered cringing in a cave.’ At that, the king’s features hardened again, because the one thing he would not tolerate was cowardice.

	 

	But in the terrible silence that followed, as he looked on the boy, a remarkable thing happened. The king’s face softened once more, and he said, ‘Son, what is your name?’ And with those words, everyone in the hall knew that he had won the king’s heart. So, the boy breathed a sigh of relief and he answered, ‘My name is Alexander.’
 
And as soon as he said that the gentleness left the king’s face and he said, ‘What is your name?’ And the boy snapped to attention and replied, ‘Alexander, Sir!’
 
And at that the king exploded out of his chair, grabbed the boy by his tunic, picked him up off his feet and said to him, ‘Soldier, change your conduct or change your name!’”3

	 

	Can I translate that? Don’t call Jesus, Lord, Lord, and not do what He says, and call yourself a Christian, a follower of him! Are you kidding? “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God!” True followers don’t just call Him Lord they do what Lord Jesus says! And if all you do is offer to God a bunch of excuses, bargains, and demand that His ways bend to your ways before you can obey, then you might want to change your conduct, or change your name! Why? Because this is Jesus! He is not only our Savior, He is the Lord of all! When He gives an order, you obey! How dare you question Him! He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. He is the Master of the Universe! His ways are higher than our ways. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts.

	 

	He looks at stars and says, “Move yourself to this place.” And they obey!

	 

	He says to the planets, “Pick yourself up and whirl,” and they do!

	 

	He says to the mountains, “Be lifted up,” and to the valleys, “Be cast down,” and they always comply.

	 

	And He looks at the sea and says, “You will come this far,” and the sea obeys. 

	 

	And then he looks at you and says, “Follow Me,” and you say, “NO!”

	

	Excuse me? Anybody have a problem with that? And the problem with that is this it might be a sign you’re about to miss the boat, like these people.

	 

	 “When God said come into the Ark, you and all your household, Noah saw God close the Ark. The people on the outside did not wonder if he slept until 7 days before the rains came. I know if it was me, I couldn’t sleep, I know there are sleepless nights that I have pondering the things of God and of what He has shown me that is coming to this country. Can you sleep? I can’t see how you can sleep at night. The Bingo halls are full, but the churches are empty.

	 

	If any can say that their church if full, full of what? Dead men’s bones? The casinos are full, but no one will give to God. Concerts are packed but no one will pray to the Almighty. We will scream and shout for a rock star but sit quietly bored when hearing about God Almighty. We will sit for a movie for two hours, but we can’t sit and pray for two hours. 

	 

	We will drive out of state for a game or a race, but we can’t even get up on Sunday morning or Sunday night or Wednesday to hear the word of God. And these are so called Christians that do this. Not only is the world asleep when the fire is getting ready to come upon this earth, but the Christians are asleep. It’s Christians that do this. 

	 

	They give God crumbs while they dine on the fruits of the world. They demand unconditional love and they give God lip service. They demand blessings while they curse His name. They demand the flesh that they crucify. The spirit, they say they can’t go to church every time the doors are open, but they can take their kids to football, baseball, basketball, wrestling, dance, circus or fairs or just sit in front of the TV all night long but to go to be in the presence of the Heavenly Father is just too much. 

	 

	We will work 8, 10, 12 hours a day to pay the bills or buy the bath soaps but we will tell the one that breathed life into us, what hours you should give God. We sit in church, but we are Godless. We have a form of Godliness, but we deny the power thereof. I don’t see how the lukewarm Christians can sleep at night. Before the rains came, I believe Noah couldn’t sleep, but the world outside was sleeping just fine. They fell asleep like we have fallen asleep watching TV. 

	 

	They would have just got home from their favorite game or movie, they would have been doing everything under the sun, eating and drinking and being merry. Not knowing that tomorrow they shall die. 

	 

	You cannot say that you were not warned. In Luke 21:11 the Bible says a great earthquake will be in diverse places, famine and pestilence and fearful sights and great signs will be from Heaven. In verse 25 it says that the sea and the waves roaring.  You can’t say that you weren’t warned.  You cannot say that Noah didn’t preach to them for 120 years. 

	You ignored what he said. Who is that man? He’s just Noah, he going to the church house. That’s just Noah, he’s always talking negative. That’s just Noah, lets go back to sleep. Oh, at least when Jesus prayed in the garden, when the disciples slept, at least they woke up. When the servant slept, and the enemy came and stole the tares, the servant woke up. But when Jesus Christ comes back his kingdom will be like the five virgins with the five wise and the five foolish and they will be sleeping. Oh, that we might open their eyes to see what is coming. But yet we sleep on, God have mercy.”

	 

	How many people in the American Church today have this same lackadaisical attitude towards obedience to God, towards the Lordship of Jesus, not realizing, it might be a sign, you’re about to miss the boat. Why? Because your behavior and attitude towards Jesus is giving it away! When the rapture occurs, you might very well be left behind, not because you lost your salvation, because you can’t. But rather, your lackadaisical attitude towards obedience to God showed you may never have been saved in the first place. I didn’t say that. Jesus did!

	 

	Matthew 7:18-21 “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of My Father Who is in Heaven.” 

	 

	You’re not saved by your works, it’s only by the work of Jesus Christ, but if you could really give a rip about doing the will of the Father, even though you call Him Lord, Lord, something is terribly wrong. How far can you go in this area and still somehow be a Christian? I don’t know. But why in the world would you even go there in the first place if you love Him and really mean it when you call Him Lord? But the good news is, if you would just get back to giving God unquestionable obedience, not only calling Him Lord but doing what the Lord says, no excuses, no your way above His way. Then you’ll not only experience His Fruit, but He’ll use you to lead many souls to Him. You’ll be fit to run His plow and serve Him in His Kingdom both now and forevermore. Amen?

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Thirty-One

	————————————

	Individual Obedience to God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was born in 1758, in Hartford, Connecticut, into a family who were direct descendants of the Plymouth Colony. And his dad was not only a farmer and deacon of his local Church, but his father, even though he never attended college, so longed for knowledge that he founded a local book society and later was appointed as Justice of the Peace.

	 

	So, with an upbringing like this, you can be sure this man was going to get an education, and he did. At age fourteen, his pastor began tutoring him in Latin and Greek to prepare him for entering Yale College. And upon graduation he studied law under a future U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Oliver Ellsworth whereupon he set his sights to support the American Revolution and encouraging people to break away from the tyranny of Britain.

	 

	And then, next thing you know, he began to use his literary skills to train American children in not only American ideals, but the ways of God. He wrote a three-volume compendium called, A Grammatical Institute of the English Language which consisted of a speller, a grammar, a reader, and for the next 100 years, it taught American children how to read, spell, and pronounce words and led to the creation of, “spelling bees.”

	 

	But it wasn’t just about instilling proper grammar or pronunciation, it was about getting a proper instruction of God. He stated that, “Education is useless without the Bible,” and even published an apologetic book giving a defense of the Bible and Christianity itself.

	 

	He even made statements like, “The Bible is the chief moral cause of all that is good, and the best corrector of all that is evil, in human society; the best book for regulating the temporal concerns of men, and the only book that can serve as an infallible guide to the future. The moral principles and precepts found in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all our civil constitutions and laws. 

	 

	The Christian religion is the basis, the source, of all genuine freedom in government and to this we owe our free constitutions of government. I am persuaded that no civil government of a republican form can exist and be durable in which the principles of Christianity have not a controlling influence.”

	 

	And today he is still known in our country as one of the greatest language reformers, textbook pioneers, abolitionists, political writers, editors, authors, Father of American Scholarship and Education, even to the point where his name is now synonymous with the “dictionary” which by the way used to include a copy of his personal testimony of receiving Christ as His Savior before it was removed by our more modern versions.

	[image: 50901431]

	The man’s name of course is, Noah Webster.1

	 

	Now, I’d say ol’ Noah Webster had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, I’d say now that is a life worth living, amen?

	But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Noah Webster is, most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Noah Webster get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and affect a nation and here I am fumbling around in the dark? But people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life, like Noah Webster had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days.” And what we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Noah Webster had, and boy do we need it in our country or what? 

	 

	We’ve already seen in the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the next four chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship 

	 

	And the last four times we saw the 4th key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Fruit. 

	 

	There we saw if we’re ever going to get around to living those lives that we keep reading about every single week of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God, then we have got to do something about it! We’ve got to be fruitful! We’ve got to be obedient to God, otherwise we’re wasting our time! 

	 

	Last time we saw the 4th thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus Christ is to have an Unquestionable Obedience.

	 

	No questions asked. Just do whatever in the world He tells you to do!

	Why? Because this is Jesus! He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords the Master of the Universe! When He gives an order, you obey! Hello! How dare you question Him! He’s not just our savior, He is the Lord of all!

	 

	Last time we saw two things we’ve forgotten about the Lordship of Jesus Christ which I believe answers as to why we don’t give Him unquestionable obedience and that was God’s Ways Differ from Our Own where we think His way must surely be our way, before we can obey, or we forget that God doesn’t buy into our excuses, like ‘let me first go bury my father’, i.e. make sure I got big money, a large savings account, a 401k plan. I have to be financially secure before I can follow You LORD Jesus. Or ‘let me first go say goodbye to my family’, and tie up loose ends, and make contact with my friends, and acquaintances. Excuse me! God comes first! Not your family, not your friends, not your financial future! How dare you question Him? But that’s not all.

	 

	The 5th thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is what I call an Individual Obedience.

	 

	One that individually obeys God every single day as a pattern of life, no matter what other people say, do, act, think. Nothing is going to get in their way. They refuse to let anything keep them from being obedient to GOD. As you can tell, this is an individual decision. No one can make this decision for you. You must do it, just like John the Baptist did. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	[image: Image result for john the baptist]John 3:22-30 “After this, Jesus and His disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where He spent some time with them, and baptized. Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were coming and being baptized. (This was before John was put in prison.) An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. They came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan – the one you testified about – look, He is baptizing, and everyone is going to Him.’ To this John replied, ‘A person can receive only what is given them from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, I am not the Messiah but am sent ahead of Him. The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. He must become greater; I must become less.’” 

	 

	Why? Because we are here to serve Jesus as we saw last week, not the other way around. He is Lord we are not! It’s all about Him, not about us!

	Our obedience to Him is not only deserved, but remember, it shows people that God’s way is the best way, and the only way out of this wicked world system. It’s a walking advertisement for Jesus. Which in the grand scheme of things, is way more important than our agenda, our will, our way, what we want to do etc. blah blah blah! It is this individual decision to see this greater purpose succeed is what John the Baptist did. He simply encapsulated it in the phrase, “He must become greater, I must become less!” Why? Because what greater purpose is there than the Father’s business! We’re talking about rescuing people from eternal damnation in hell here! Our obedience to God shows people the way out of this predicament! What is more important than that! Our obedience isn’t just a slavish obedience for obedience sake, just for some moral benefit. No! It serves an eternal purpose! It shows people how to get to Heaven! Therefore, each day, each one of us, must make this individual cognizant choice to decrease our will, our way, and increase God’s will, God’s way! Why? Because that’s when your life begins to bear fruit like John the Baptist, and God uses you to lead many souls to Him. That’s when you get to experience a fruitful life for God. It’s all about Him not me! I must decrease, He must increase! It doesn’t happen arbitrarily or through osmosis, you have to make an individual choice every single day. Surely that’s what we’re doing, right? Every day when we get out of bed, we quote that phrase as a reminder of what life’s all about as a Christian, this side of Heaven, why does God still have me here? “He must become greater; I must become less.” It’s all about JESUS now, not me. It’s His agenda, not mine! It’s His life, not mine! I exist like John the Baptist to serve Him! Wrong! Even though God wants to use us, just like John the Baptist to lead many souls to Him, we don’t give Him individual obedience because we’ve allowed road blocks to come into our life, and it’s messing everything up. 

	 

	The 1st roadblock we’ve allowed to come in is Giving into Stipulations. 

	 

	You see many times, even after determining to be obedient to God, honoring His Lordship, without question, and delay, we still blow it by stipulating or “imposing a condition” on our individual obedience to God. Let me show you what I mean. How many times have you heard or read this passage of Scripture?

	 

	Ephesians 5:22,25 “Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” 

	 

	Now, I’m sure that most of us are well acquainted with that passage of Scripture, especially during some marital argument. Okay, but seriously, I think the arguments come from a misunderstanding of that passage. For instance, how many times have you heard it said from the wives, “Oh yeah? Well, I’ll submit to my husband as soon as he loves me like Christ loves the Church.” Excuse me?

	And how many husbands said the same thing? “Oh yeah! Well, I’ll love you when you start submitting to me as spiritual leader of the home?” It’s called game playing folks, and it will get you nowhere fast in marriage, like this couple found out.

	 

	“A husband and wife had recently had a huge argument and ended up not talking to each other for days (you know…game playing). Finally, on the third day, the husband asked where one of his shirts was.

	 

	‘Oh,’ the wife said, ‘now you’re speaking to me.’

	 

	The husband looked confused and then said, ‘What are you talking about?’

	 

	[image: arguing-married-couple_SI_0]And his wife challenged him by saying, ‘Haven’t you noticed I haven’t spoken to you for three days?’

	 

	The husband replied, ‘No, I just thought we were getting along.’

	 

	So, the wife gets mad at the husband, because her “game” didn’t work on him, so the husband decides to play a “game on her.

	 

	He leaves work and headed home one Friday afternoon. But, being that it was payday, instead of going home, he stayed out the entire weekend and spent his entire paycheck.

When he finally appeared at home Sunday night, he was confronted by a very angry wife. But the more she tried to talk about how she felt towards his irresponsible behavior, the more he just ignored her.

So finally, his wife stopped trying to express her outrage at his actions and simply said to him. ‘How would you like it if you didn’t see me for two or three days?’

To which he replied, ‘That would be fine with me.’

And so Monday came and went, and he didn’t see his wife. 

Tuesday and Wednesday came and went with the same results.

And come Thursday, the swelling went down just enough where he could see her a little out of the corner of his left eye.”

	 

	How many black eyes in marriage do we need to get before we stop playing these games and just do what God says! So it is in this passage on marriage. You want to have a good marriage? Stop stipulating your obedience!

	“Oh yeah? Well, I’ll submit to my husband as soon as he loves me like Christ loves the Church.” Excuse me? “Oh yeah! Well, I’ll love you when you start submitting to me as spiritual leader of the home?” Are you crazy? What do the actions or lack thereof by another person, especially your spouse, have to do with you being individually obedient to God? This is an order from God! This is the Father’s business! This is the way out of your mess, your marital mess, why are you playing these games! Just do it and be blessed! The Bible is very clear. Husbands are called to be individually obedient to God in the command to love their wives regardless of whether or not their wives ever submit to them. Likewise, the wives are called to be individually obedient to God in submitting to their husbands regardless of whether or not their husbands ever love them as Christ loved the Church. Otherwise, we will use the other person’s behavior as a “cop out” from being individually obedient to God and miss out on the blessing!

	There are no conditional statements in that Scriptural passage is there? There are no “if then” phrases, are there? Then why do we take it upon ourselves to “read them into” the text? This tendency to stipulate our obedience on God’s commands is not only true in this passage of Scripture on marriage, but with any passage of Scripture. Let me give you another example.

	 

	1 Peter 2:18-19 “Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.” 

	 

	So, here’s the question. As a Christian, at your place of employment, do you respect your employer at all times, even if they are mean and nasty? Oh, it’s easy when they’re nice to you, but what about when they’re not nice? No? Why not? There are no conditional statements in that passage is there? There are no “if then” phrases are there? Are you stipulating again? “Oh yeah. I’ll be nice to my employer, just as soon as he gives me that raise I want.” or, “I’ll work my tail off for him, I’ll do my best, I’ll give him a great day’s work as soon as he gives me that day off I’ve been asking for.” And you wonder why you’re getting spiritual “black eyes” at your job? Hello! You’re stipulating your obedience! It’s not about you, it’s about Jesus! It’s about what He wants, not what you want! Our individual obedience is called upon to respect our employers and serve them as if we were serving the Lord. No stipulations! Why? Because our “odd” behavior in the midst of their “bad” behavior is precisely what is “commendable” in God’s sight! That’s what the world does, eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, but as a Christian we live differently, God’s way, to show them how to get to God! Here’s one more example. How about your average Joe you meet on the street? Do you love them only when they are nice to you? How about when they are rude and insensitive to you like this lady was to this guy?

	 

	“There was this guy who asked this girl out on a dinner date one night.

The waiter comes up to their table and tells them that the evening’s special is almond chicken and fresh fish.

So the woman says, ‘Well, the chicken sounds good; I think I’ll have that.’

The waiter nods and then asked, ‘And the vegetable?’

The woman replied, “Oh, he’ll have the fish.”

	 

	Now that lady sure was rude, wasn’t she? But that guy had a big decision to make. Either he could do the wrong thing and lash back or do the right thing and return with love. And isn’t that what Jesus commanded us to do?

	 

	Matthew 5:44,46 “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” 

	 

	Now there are no conditional statements in that passage is there? There are no “if then” phrases are there? You see, we must individually choose to be obedient to God regardless of another’s actions or lack thereof. We cannot use another person’s behavior to stipulate our obedience to one of God’s commands otherwise we will allow this to become a “cop out” to being obedient and our lives will amount to nothing! All our dreams of being one of those people we keep reading about every single week, of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God will never transpire! We need to be like John the Baptist! Every single day make that individual decision, I must decrease, He must increase! It’s all about Jesus now and His purpose for me. It’s His agenda, not mine! It’s His life not mine! My obedience shows people how to get out of hell, and there’s nothing more important than that! Therefore, nothing and nobody is going to get in my way of being obedient to GOD, that’s my individual choice today. But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd roadblock we’ve allowed to come in is Giving into Independence. 

	 

	Oh boy, and that’s the last thing you’d ever want to do. I call it the Simon and Garfunkel theology. You know, “I am a rock, I am an island.” I can do it all on my own! Or for the women it’s the Helen Reddy theology. You know, “I am woman. I am strong. I chew sixteen penny nails all day long!” I don’t need a man. I don’t need anybody! Yet, as we saw before, it was this independent attitude that kept Jacob in trouble for most of his life, up until the point where God actually had to break him of this attitude before He could use him. Let’s take a look at that again.

	 

	Genesis 29:1-4,9-10 “Then Jacob continued on his journey and came to the land of the eastern peoples. There he saw a well in the field, with three flocks of sheep lying near it because the flocks were watered from that well. The stone over the mouth of the well was large. When all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone away from the well’s mouth and water the sheep. Then they would return the stone to its place over the mouth of the well. Jacob asked the shepherds, ‘My brothers, where are you from?’ ‘We’re from Haran,’ they replied. While he was talking to them, Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. When Jacob saw Rachel daughter of Laban, his mother’s brother, and Laban’s sheep, he went over and rolled the stone away from the mouth of the well and watered his uncle’s sheep.” 

	 

	For those of you wondering, “What’s the big deal about this passage?” Well, seemingly not much until you learn a little about the shepherds of that day as we saw before. You see, when surface water had disappeared, it was necessary to use well water for the sheep. It was customary to cover the wellhead with a large heavy stone that required several men to lift, thus protecting water rights. Thus, this passage of Scripture indicates the incredible strength that Jacob had, he was the Arnold Schwarzenegger of his day. What normally took several shepherds to do, Mr. Buff did it in just a few seconds to impress the woman nearby, Rachel. He knew he was strong, manly, and independent. Jacob didn’t need anyone, and he made sure everyone knew this with his muscular display. In fact, we see this independent attitude in Jacob throughout most of his life. 

	[image: Rembrandt - Jacob Wrestling with the Angel - Google Art Project]Remember how at birth he grabbed his brother Esau’s heal wanting to be first. Jacob wanted things his way or no way. Later he resorted to trickery to get his brother’s birthright and the family blessing that he wanted. Remember, his name means “supplanter” or “deceiver.” And he unfortunately continued with this self-sufficient independent Mr. Buff, I don’t need anybody, attitude most of his life, always enriching himself and securing his future. It wasn’t until he has a face to face encounter with God, which is what Peniel means, where he wrestled with the Angel, that he was changed. He was so independent that He actually took on an Angel of God!

	But what happened? The struggle with the Angel is where Jacob experienced his first defeat with an opponent. He wasn’t as big and independent as he thought he was. The Angel touched Him, put his hip out of joint, and he became a “broken” man. Now listen, did you know that sometimes God can’t use us today until He breaks us of this independent attitude as well?

	And you ask, “Well, how am I being independent?” Do you pray to Him every day like you used to? Or are you just too big for that now? Do you read the Bible every day like when you first got saved? Or are you just too strong for that? Do you fellowship with God’s people and witness to the lost on a regular basis? Or is your agenda more valuable and beneficial and healthier than God’s? And lest you think this is not a big deal, this is precisely why Jesus said, If you don’t reverse this independent attitude now and learn to become dependent upon God, your life as a Christian this side of Heaven will amount to a big giant zero! I didn’t say that. He did!

	 

	John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.” 

	 

	Unless we rid ourselves of our flesh’s desire to be independent and learn to be dependent upon Jesus, our lives for Him will be utterly wasted. All that we think we are accomplishing for God, our works, our good deeds, even our “religious” service will be counted as nothing unless they are derived from Him as a source. You see, our efficiency turns out to be a deficiency unless we have God’s sufficiency. It’s kind of like this story.

	 

	“A little boy was tugging at a big rock and doing his best to lift it. He was grunting and pulling but it didn’t budge. His father came along and asked him if he was having any trouble. 

	 

	He said, ‘Yes, I am trying and trying and can’t move the rock.’

	 

	The father said to him, ‘Well, Son, are you using all available energy?’ 

	 

	The boy replied, ‘Yes, Father, I think I am.’ 

	 

	Then the dad looked at him and said, ‘No, Son, I don’t think you are, for you haven’t asked for my help’”.

	 

	How many times have we done that with God? How many struggles, how many trials, how much pain do we have to go through in life, before we look up and just ask for the Father’s help? It’s right there for the taking! Whether we realize it or not, when we are “self-sufficient” instead of Savior-sufficient, we are simply declaring our independence. When we don’t pray, read the Bible, seek God, seek fellowship with His people, we are declaring our independence from God, in essence saying I don’t need you just like Jacob! And how many times, just like Jacob, do we have to wrestle with God, before we figure it out. How many “broken hips” do we need to get before we get the message. “Apart from Him I can do nothing!” I need God! I don’t want to waste my time here on earth! I don’t want to be foolish! I want to be like John the Baptist! Every single day I choose to make this individual decision, I must decrease, He must increase! It’s all about Jesus now and His purpose for me. It’s His agenda, not mine! It’s His life not mine! I need Him! I can’t make it without Him!  I’m going to seek Him and His Word and His people and His ways and declare my dependence on Him, so He can use me to do great things for Him in these Last Days! Amen? My obedience shows people the way out of this mess! But if you’re reading this today, and you could care less about seeking God every single day, you don’t need Him, let alone submitting to His commands without stipulations, how far can you push this Independent Attitude and still somehow be a Christian? I don’t know, but why would you want to flirt with that, when this could be the reality you’re headed for? This is from Jesus.

	 

	Matthew 7:18-21 “Many will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your Name and in Your Name drive out demons and, in Your Name, perform many miracles? Then I will tell them plainly, I never knew you. Away from Me, you evildoers!” 

	 

	Think of the horrible reality of these people. They think when they die, they’re going to Heaven, but when they stand before Jesus, He tells them I never knew you. And they go into the Lake of Fire. Talk about the ultimate rude awakening! Why? Because you’ve got to earn your way to heaven? No! Of course not! We Christians are going to blow it, myself included! But if you could really give a rip about doing the will of God, let alone being dependent upon Him, and all you do is just do enough “religious deeds” to give the “appearance” of being a Christian, you might be headed for this, like this video shows.

	 

	“God’s wrath is coming....are you ready? Saving faith is the desperate thrust of a helpless soul. Upon the arms of an Almighty Savior. Are you doing what Jesus, who speaks the words of the Father, are you doing what He says? Seek first the Kingdom of God! 

	 

	Are you taking every step necessary to stop feeding your lust? In God’s name, why? Why? Why? Will you sit through another service and stand by a sign post that points you away from hell and the wrath of God and points to Heaven and life and forgiveness, and hug death to your breast, oh the madness.

	 

	You are a vile, filthy, helpless, hell deserving, wretched, son or daughter of Adam. You know nothing of true repentance and therefore of true and saving faith or you just occasionally have a little whimper in the closet when your conscience gets so active that you can’t live with it and you whimper and cry and ask God for a little help and then you go right back with your hand and your eyeball firmly attached. 

	 

	Oh yes, once in a while, you will take a dull parry knife and scratch your hand and occasionally you scratch around your eyeballs, but you haven’t begun to cut off and pluck out. You better listen to the words of Jesus ‘Not everyone who says Lord, Lord shall enter’ but he that does the will of my Father in Heaven. If ye by the spirit do mortify the deeds of the flesh ye shall live. 

	 

	If you live after the flesh, you’ll die. The cross does not give us a minor shift or two with regard to a few of our ethical and moral and religious values. The cross radically disrupt the very center and citadel of your life from self, to Christ and if the cross has not done that, you’re not a Christian.

	 

	My friend, face it, your rough, you’re not a Christian. Until the cross has radically disrupts the very center, and citadel of your life and brought you from a life of commitment to serve self, whether it’s religious self, moral self, proud self, covertness self, lustful self, prideful self, unforgiving self, lazy self, it doesn’t matter! What are the focal points of the reign of yourself?

	 

	If you’ve gone to the cross in union with Christ, it’s been shattered. I want you in that day, when you stand with me before the Judge of the World, to have Him say ‘Come, be blessed’ I don’t want to look at you, standing there saying, ‘Lord, Lord! Lord, Lord! I named you in earth. I named you before the elders. I named you before the church! I named you in prayer meeting. I named you in witness. Lord, Lord, Lord, Lord!’

	 

	I don’t want to hear Him say, ‘Depart from me. I never knew you, you worker of iniquity, you never were made a doer of the will of God! You learned enough, and you learned what to say properly enough to be accepted for what you professed yourself to be on earth. Now the day of judgment has come, and the truth is now to be known.”

	 

	Nobody can fool God. And is that a reality you want to flirt with. Make sure we know Him, by how we treat Him, and His commands, amen? What did He say? “If you love Me, you will keep my commands.” We are not saved by our works. But if you love Him, and are thankful and grateful for all He’s done, you show it with your individual obedience! I need God! The good news is, if we would just get back to that today, then you’ll not only experience God’s fruit, but He’ll use you to lead many souls to Him, before it’s too late. Don’t flirt with the Wrath of God!

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Thirty-Two

	————————————

	Consistent Obedience to God

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“He was born 1782, in Salisbury, New Hampshire, to Christian parents who reverenced the Bible, along with nine other siblings. And even though his family started out as a bunch of simple farmers, this man wanted to get educated and make a difference for God. And that’s just what he did.

	 

	His teachers said he was not only, ‘the brightest boy in the school’ but that ‘he could learn more in five minutes than other boys in five hours.’ And he not only made it a practice even in adulthood to read through the Bible at least once a year, but it is said his ability to memorize and recite Scripture was so well known that it was customary for people to remark, as they pulled into town, 'Come, let’s go in and hear a Psalm from this man.’

	 

	Soon, he attended Dartmouth College and became a powerful orator there and later opened up his own legal practice, where he eventually went into politics to encourage people to not only break away from the abuses of Great Britain, but to get back to what made our country so great.

	 

	He said words like this, “Whatever makes men good Christians, makes them good citizens. Let us not forget the religious character of our origin. Our fathers were brought here by their high veneration for the Christian religion. They journeyed by its light and labored in its hope. They sought to incorporate its principles with the elements of their society, and to diffuse its influence through all their institutions, civil, political, or literary.”

	Then he warned, “If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible, our country will go on prospering and to prosper; but if we and our posterity neglect its instructions and authority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury all our glory in profound obscurity.

	 

	He warned the next generation of their responsibility to keep it going, “Are we of this generation so derelict, have we so little of the blood of our revolutionary fathers coursing through our veins, that we cannot preserve, what they achieved? The world will cry out ‘shame’ upon us, if we show ourselves unworthy.”
 

	He also gave credit where credit was due, “If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend, the credit is due to my parents for instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures.” 

	 

	Today he is still known in our country as one of the greatest orators in American history, a famous attorney, a member of the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, Secretary of State for three Presidents, and Defender of the Constitution.

	 

	But when asked how he wanted to be remembered in life, he simply said this, but a simple sentence on his tombstone, "He was a believer in Jesus.”

	[image: 4F2C2889]

	The man’s name of course is, Daniel Webster.1

	 

	Now I don’t know about you, but I’d say Daniel Webster had a pretty cool life as a Christian, you know what I’m saying? In fact, I’d say he was experiencing God’s fruit, amen? But we’ve got a problem. You see, even though God’s the same God and we’re just as much His children as Daniel Webster is most Christians read the Bible in one hand and take a look at their life in the other and say, “Man, something’s missing here. Something doesn’t match, something’s not right. What’s going on? Why do these people like Daniel Webster get to have an amazing walk with Jesus Christ and affect a nation and here I am fumbling around in the dark? I don’t have a life worth living.  I’ve got a life worth giving up!” Oh, but people, I’m here to tell you, this is the great news. It doesn’t have to be that way! That kind of life like Daniel Webster had, is available to every single Christian! And that’s exactly why we’re going to continue in our series entitled, “The Christians Guide to Living in the Last Days.” What we’re doing is taking a look at some different keys that I believe are absolutely pivotal if we’re ever going to have that amazing walk with Christ like Daniel Webster had, and boy do we need it in our country or what?

	 

	We’ve already seen in the first six chapters the 1st key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Joy. 

	 

	And the next sixteen chapters we saw the 2nd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Peace.

	 

	And the next four chapters we saw the 3rd key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Worship. 

	 

	And the last five chapters we saw the 4th key to The Christian’s Guide to Living in the Last Days is when you and I discover How to Experience God’s Fruit. 

	 

	There we saw if we’re ever going to get around to living those lives that we keep reading about, every single week, of some Christian in history who did some amazing things for God, then we have got to do something about it! We’ve got to be fruitful! We got to be obedient to God, otherwise we’re wasting our time! 

	 

	Last time we saw the 5th thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus Christ is to have an Individual Obedience.

	 

	One that chooses every single day to individually obey God, as a pattern of life, no matter what other people say, or do, or act, or think. Nothing and nobody is going to get in their way to being obedient to God! Why? Because God comes first! That’s the cry of John the Baptist as we saw. He must increase, and I must decrease! This is how fruit gets born! Last time we saw two road blocks that we’ve allowed to come in and mess up this individual obedience and that was we give into stipulations where we put “conditions” on our obedience to God, if you do that for me then I will. Excuse me? OR we give into independence. We no longer pray to God, we don’t read, we don’t study the Bible and seek God, and fellowship with His people which in essence is declaring our independence from Him. We’re saying, just like Jacob, I don’t need you God! So, God has to wrestle with us, and break us, the hard way! How many “broken hips” do we need to get before we get the message today? Apart from Him I can do nothing! But that’s not all. 

	 

	The 6th thing we need to learn if we’re going to have a fruitful walk with Jesus is what I call a Consistent Obedience.

	 

	One that obeys God, day in and day out, never-stopping, never wavering, never slowing, no backing down, just keeps on going to the end. Why? 

	Because this consistency is the key to producing major mega fruit for God! But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s. 

	 

	Luke 8:4-15 “While a large crowd was gathering, and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, He told this parable: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.’ When He said this, He called out, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’ His disciples asked Him what this parable meant. He said, ‘The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand. This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.’” 

	 

	And not just any crop either, but other parallel passages tell us they produce a crop, “some thirty, some sixty, some one hundred times what was originally sown.” Why? Because the text says they did it by persevering! The word “perseverance” comes from the Greek word, “hoop-om-on-ay” and it means “a steadfastness, a consistency, one who endures.” They wait patiently suffering doing whatever it takes, never giving up! This is the secret to bearing much mega fruit for God! You’ve got to be consistent! You never give up, you never stop, never back down, never retreat, you keep moving forward no matter what, pain and all. Why? Because that’s the only way you produce a big crop for God! I didn’t say that, He did! And it’s common sense. If you do nothing, nothing will happen. But if you do something and keep on doing something and every day do even more somethings, then something amazing is going to happen! This is the key! And so surely that’s what we’re doing, right? Day in and day out, never stopping, always seeking to be obedient to Jesus, never wavering, never slowing, no backing down, no retreat, persevering to the end. Wrong! Even though God wants to use us, to produce a crop, some thirty, some sixty, some one hundred what was sown into us, we don’t give Him this consistent obedience because we’ve allowed road blocks to come into our life, and it’s messing everything up.

	 

	And the 1st roadblock is We’re Consistent in the Wrong Things. 

	 

	Now as you can see, if we’re going to produce a crop for Jesus, then we need to be consistent, day in and day out, focusing on spiritual things, right? It’s a spiritual crop. But that’s the problem. We’re not consistent about a spiritual crop, but a physical one. Just listen to our conversations. Whether it’s a physical exercise or the latest food diet, we don’t even bat an eye at spending hours doing whatever it takes to whip our bodies into shape. In fact, Barna Research shows that 91% of adults consider good physical health as their top priority in life, making it the highest-rated priority of all. Now don’t get me wrong. I believe in a well-balanced diet. To me a well-balanced diet is a cheeseburger in both hands. 

	But the point is, I think we’re starting to get just a little bit off-balanced when it comes to physical care over spiritual care. Paul warns us about this.

	 

	1 Timothy 4:7-8 “Spend your time and energy in training yourself for spiritual fitness. Physical exercise has some value, but spiritual exercise is much more important, for it promises a reward in both this life and the next.” 

	 

	That’s how you lay treasure at His feet! And folks, this is precisely your problem. We have allowed ourselves to become more consumed with external care instead of internal care. That’s where our consistency lies. And people, don’t get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with exercising and trying to eat healthy. Please be responsible. But our problem is that even these healthy things can quickly become unhealthy if they steal away our consistency with the Lord. 

	For instance, we’ll get up at the crack of dawn, buy expensive jogging shoes, adorn ourselves with appropriate gear and make sure we have that biodegradable self-purifying water bottle, and run our hearts out to stay in shape. But will we run consistently with what Jesus said or run away from?

	 

	2 Timothy 2:22 “Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” 

	 

	Do that day in day out and you’ll have a crop for Jesus! Oh, but that’s not all. Whether it’s the South Beach Diet, North Beach Diet, No Beach Diet, diet this, diet that, diet whatever, we don’t even hesitate to refrain from bad food this or bad food that. Will we consistently restrict ourselves from what Jesus said to stay away from? 

	 

	1 John 2:15,16 “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. For everything in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – comes not from the Father but from the world.” 

	 

	Stay away from that stuff, diet from it, and you’ll produce a great crop for Jesus! Or how about this one? Stay in school! Go to school. Don’t you dare drop out of school. Why? Because you need to get a good education, so you can get a good job, that makes a lot of money, so you can buy things that nobody needs, to impress people you don’t even know, who in the end don’t even care!

	Bust your back for that and your life will be great! Really? Here’s what the Bible says is our greatest education.

	 

	Romans 12:1-2 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 

	 

	And that comes with the word of God! Get educated in the things of God! Why? Because, “it promises a reward in both this life and the next.” That’s how you produce a crop for Jesus! That’s how you bear fruit for Him! 

	You consistently, day in, day out, never give up, you never stop, never back down, never retreat, you keep moving forward no matter what, pain and all, applying yourself to spiritual things, not just physical. The next thing you know, you produced a big crop for God! “Some 30, some 60, some 100 times what was originally sown” into you. Why? Because you persevered in the right things not the wrong things. If you don’t ever seem to want to do that, and you call yourself a Christian, a follower of Christ, then maybe it’s time you did what this young man was challenged to do.

	 

	“Alexander the Great conquered the entire known world and part of his greatness was that he feared nothing at all. Therefore, the one thing he would not tolerate in any of his soldiers was cowardice. 
 
And one day when he was holding court for his army, the Sergeant at Arms brought in one soldier after another and read the accusations against them.

	 

	No eyes shifted, and no one moved as the king pronounced sentence, often without mercy on one soldier after another. There was none who could deliver out of his hand and often the sentence was death. 
 
Then suddenly came before him a soldier, a young man no more than about seventeen years of age. He was an unusual boy for that part of the world; blonde, blue-eyed and handsome. For a moment the king looked at him in silence. No one moved. But they saw the hardness leave the king’s face. 
 
Alexander the Great asked the sergeant, ‘What is his crime?’ And the sergeant replied, ‘He was found fleeing the face of the enemy and was discovered cringing in a cave.’ At that, the king’s features hardened again, because the one thing he would not tolerate was cowardice.

	 

	But in the terrible silence that followed, as he looked on the boy, a remarkable thing happened. The king’s face softened once more, and he said, ‘Son, what is your name?’ And with those words, everyone in the hall knew that he had won the king’s heart. So, the boy breathed a sigh of relief and he answered, ‘My name is Alexander.’
 
And as soon as he said that the gentleness left the king’s face and he said, ‘What is your name?’ And the boy snapped to attention and replied, ‘Alexander, Sir!’
 
And at that the king exploded out of his chair, grabbed the boy by his tunic, picked him up off his feet and said to him, ‘Soldier, change your conduct or change your name!’”2

	 

	I guess you noticed that you read this story two chapters ago. I just wonder if after reading it the first time if you were convicted of any hypocritical behavior, has anything changed? If it hasn’t folks stop kidding yourself. If we can’t stop being more consistent in physical things over spiritual things, day in, day out, it just never seems to happen, then maybe you’ve got an even bigger problem on your hands Maybe the reason why you’re not bearing a crop for God, is because you don’t really belong to God. I didn’t say that, He did! Real Christians bear fruit, some thirty, some sixty, some one hundred times what was sown. Therefore, I make the same charge today! Christian! Change your conduct or change your name! Get back to that consistent obedience and show the world what a real Christian looks like. Amen? But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd roadblock is We Disbelieve the Right Things. 

	 

	Now, you get this one down and you’re going to be a brand-new person. You see, even as a true Christian, bearing fruit for God, some more than others, we’re still going to blow it. We’re going to sin. But you just believe in the right things and do what God says and keep moving forward, being consistent. Here’s what you do when you do blow it. 

	 

	1 John 1:8-9 “If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.” 

	 

	You talk about some amazing news. The Bible simply says that when you and I do sin, when we do blow it, what do we do? Do we run? Do we hide? Do we shrink back from God and never talk about bearing a crop for Him ever again? No! What did it say? We confess the sin to God and He’s going to what? He’s going to forgive us, right? Not maybe. Not might. Not He’s going to think about it for a week or two and make us squirm and feel really rotten. What did it say? He will forgive us! And not just that, what else did it say? He won’t just forgive us, He’ll cleanse us, right? In fact, in the original language it says that God will continually cleanse us. But that’s still not all. It said He’ll continually cleanse us from how many sins? Every last stinking one of them, right? People, this is the glorious message of the Gospel. This is what we are to be steadfast in consistently believing. The Bible says the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sins, past, present, and future, therefore, here’s the point. Our relationship with God is secure, forever! And people, the devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He takes that which is good for us to do, namely confession of sin, and he turns it into something shameful to do. Don’t believe me? Then do you really think it’s by chance that the moment you start realizing you need to confess a sin that thoughts enter your mind that you are instead condemned? Do you really think it’s by chance when you blow it big time and you want to run to God, you instead think it’s best if you just run away from God? Do you really think it’s by chance that after you’ve made an absolute total mess of your life and you long to hear from God “I love you, My child.” That a voice instead goes through your mind that says, “God hates you, you’re not His child.” Do you think that’s by chance? Are you kidding me! It’s a deliberate attack of the evil one! He’s tricking us into not confessing to God, so we’ll feel alienated from God! Why? Because it works like this. If you don’t think God loves you, you won’t draw near Him. And if you don’t draw near Him, then your walk with Him will suffer and you’ll never bear fruit for God! You’ll sit down on the battlefield of life and get nothing done! But people, we’ve got to wake up and get our heads out of the sand. The Bible says if you confess that sin, God guarantees that by faith He’ll forgive you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness! Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of getting tricked into sitting down on the battlefield of life getting nothing done for Jesus, then don’t run and hide from the Father. Run to the Father, like this little boy did.

	 

	[image: 7065109233_7a4800913d_z]“What you are about to see now is a surprise for a little boy whose dad has been in Iraq.

	 

	The scene takes place in Washington state. 

	 

	The Navy Seal who spent the last 7 months deployed in Iraq decided to surprise his 6-year-old son at school.

	 

	The boy didn’t know it until he laid eyes on his dad.” The little boy runs, crying into the arms of his dad.

	 

	It took the little boy a long time to stop crying but when he did, he mustered the courage to introduce his dad to his classmates.

	 

	They had all written him letters while he was deployed. It’s tough to take, but welcome home.” 

	 

	[image: jesus_safe_image]      Folks, that’s our Father. He too has gone to war for us and He won. He loves you. You’re his child. He longs to hold you in His big strong arms. Don’t run from Him. Run to Him. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Do that and you’ll hear, “Welcome home. Welcome home.” And get back up and start bearing fruit again!

	 

	2 Corinthians 4:8-9 “We are hard-pressed on all sides, but we are never frustrated; we are puzzled, but never in despair. We are persecuted but are never deserted: we may be knocked down, but we are never knocked out!” 
 

	The Bible simply declares that when you and I as Christians get knocked down, we just what? Hello! We just get right back up again, right? Why? Because we ain’t been knocked out. Are you kidding me? The Blood of Jesus Christ guarantees we can get back up every single time, right? And this is what I really believe is satan’s ultimate goal. It’s not just to get us to sin, it’s to get us to stay down in sin. Why? Because you’re not bearing fruit! Think about it. What good is a soldier if he sits down on the battlefield? Answer? He’s not! Oh, he may be armed to the teeth and the enemy may actually cower before him with all the weaponry he has at his disposal. But if you don’t get up and start fighting again, guess who wins? The enemy! Do you get it? This is why it’s so important that as soon as you fall into a sin that you immediately confess it. Why? Because the longer you wait, the more the devil gets a foothold into your brain. The next thing you know, he’s got you thinking that once you’ve fallen down, Christian, you’re knocked out, you’re finished, you’re done, you’re all washed up, it’s all over for you pal! You better just stay down! But people of God, I’m here to tell you that’s a lie from the pit of hell! The Bible says a righteous man may fall seven times, but he gets up again. We do not stand in our own righteousness but the righteousness of Jesus Christ! Don’t listen to the lies of the evil one. Put your head to the plow and don’t look back! One author puts it this way.

	 

	“The Christian life is like standing at one end of a long, narrow street lined on both sides with two-story houses. At the other end of the street stands Jesus Christ, and as we walk towards Him, we grow in maturity. There is absolutely nothing in the street which can keep me from reaching Jesus.

	 

	But since this world is influenced by satan, the row of houses on either side are inhabited by beings committed to keeping us from growing strong. So, they hang out the windows and call to us, 

	 

	‘Hey, look over here! I’ve got something you really want!’ or ‘Hey, try this, there’s nothing wrong with it’. Or maybe it’s this one, ‘You’re a worthless idiot and boy you failed big this time. God can’t use you now!’

	 

	And even though these voices have no real power to block our path, the strategy works all too well. You see, many Christians treat life’s journey like a stroll through a shopping mall, instead of a race through a battlefield! And instead of staying focused on Christ, they give in to window-shopping at the enemy's stores!

	 

	And the longer they linger, the easier it is for satan to keep them from running to Christ! The whole tactic is to simply get our eyes off of Jesus, slow down, sit down, stop, and if possible, give up on our journey to Jesus Christ.”

	 

	Whatever you do, don’t compromise by going window-shopping at the enemy’s stores. Don’t give an ear to his lies about not being forgiven by God. Why? Because if you do, you’ll be tricked into thinking that God can’t use you anymore. That you’re not a warrior, you’re a failure. And the next thing you know, you’ll stop fighting on the battlefield of life and you’ll never produce a crop. So, hear me and hear me loud and clear! If you’re a Christian, you are a mighty warrior for God so get up and fight! Don’t give into the devil’s lies! Stand up you mighty warrior! Get back on the front lines! The Church of Jesus Christ needs you! Don’t listen to the devil. Listen to your Savior! All your sins have been forgiven, past, present, and future and cast into the deepest sea to be remembered no more! So, get up and fight! ‘But Pastor Billy, you just don’t understand! You don’t know what I’ve done! I’ve blown it big time. God can’t use me! I’m disqualified’! Excuse me?  Read your Bible! God has always used messed up people for His glory, in spite of themselves. Don’t believe me? Just ask these so-called heroes of the faith!

	 

	“Think God can’t use you? Do you think he only uses just perfectly qualified people? Take a closer look. Moses was not a great speaker. Jonah ran from God. Jacob was a liar. Noah got drunk. Rahab was a prostitute. David had an affair. Jeremiah was depressed, a lot.  Solomon was rich in wisdom but poor in lifestyle. John the Baptist was just plain poor. 

	 

	Timothy was too young. Abraham was too old. Lazarus was dead. Sarah was barren. Naomi was a widow. Gideon and Thomas both doubted. So did Sarah. Peter lacked self-control. James and John were self-righteous. Paul had a short fuse. So did Peter and Moses, actually lots of people did. God’s army isn’t perfect. It never has been. It’s the march of the unqualified. Get in line.” 

	 

	And might I add, get busy producing that crop, some thirty, some sixty, some one hundred -fold what was originally sown. Whatever you do, don’t give into the lies of the evil one thinking that somehow you have to be perfect before you can serve God and produce a crop for Him. No! That’s a lie from the pit of hell! If God can use a murderer, a liar, an adulterer, and a thief, praise God, He can use you and me! Amen? Isn’t that good news!!! You bet it is!!! And so, the important thing is that when we do serve Jesus Christ, we do it out of love and gratefulness and thankfulness for all that He’s done for us. That’s what serving is people. Nothing more. Nothing less. “Oh, but you don’t understand Pastor Billy, the sins I have committed.” If the Lord can use an adulterer, a liar, or even a murderer for His purposes, then don’t you think that He can use you and I? Hello! Get up Christian by the grace of God and start fighting again! “But Pastor Billy, the sin I was involved in left a trail of devastation and destruction and it destroyed so many lives.” Get up and start fighting again! Don’t give in, don’t give out, and don’t give up! Get up, stand up and keep on fighting, like these people did!

	 

	[image: medium]“A red-hot sword is being pulled out of the flame. The sword is handed off to each person. As they hold it up, they say, ‘I am not an innocent bystander, I am a threat to my enemy. I am powerful. I am bold. I will not sit idle by. I will take ground. I will advance. I will not avoid a difficult fight. I will fight, I will be wounded. I will not tire. I will seek tragedy. I will feel pain. I will be restored. My feet will not stumble. My hands will hold fast. I will not be intimidated. I will not be stopped. I will stand by my brothers in arms. I will fight until death. I will fight until my last breath. I will push to the limits. I stand on the mountains. My enemy will cower. I serve a great king.’” 

	 

	When the devil comes knocking at your door, you don’t need to be afraid, you don’t need to freak out, and you certainly don’t need to give in and you don’t need to stay down. That’s a lie from the pit of hell! You just get right back up Christian and dust yourself off, because he’s the one who’s been defeated by the One you serve. It’s Jesus Christ! The Great Almighty King. And close the door! That’s how you bear fruit for God. That’s how you produce a crop. That’s how you become one of those people we’ve read about each week who have been doing amazing things for God. You not only consistently do the right stuff, day in and day out, you believe the right stuff, and keep moving forward for Him no matter what. Amen? Let’s be those people, wherever you live and around the world.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Notes

	————————————

	 

	   Chapter 1      Appreciative Obedience to God

	 

	1.   John Hancock

	      http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=50

	      http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=132083

	      http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=8755

	      http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=18294

	      https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Hancock

	2.   Bibles in Indonesia

	      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4lNzfDGWbD8

	3.   Shot in the head by Pillsbury

	      https://www.conservativedailynews.com/2011/07/pillsbury-dougboy-

	      blows-out-womans-brains/

	 

	 

	   Chapter 2      Consecrated Obedience to God

	 

	1.   Samuel Adams

	       http://www.amazon.com/Samuel-Adams-Father-American-     

	       Revolution/dp/0230614000

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=63

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=78

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=24548

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=8755

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=18299

	       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Adams

	2.   Hobbies of Men

	       http://www.askmen.com/top_10/entertainment/142c_top_10_list.html

	       http://listovative.com/top-10-best-fun-hobbies-for-men/

	3.   Hobbies of Women

	       http://www.herinterest.com/hobbies-for-women/

	       http://www.thefemininewoman.com/2010/04/27hobbies-for-women/

	 

	   Chapter 3      Instant Obedience to God

	 

	1.     John Jay

	        http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=47

	        https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Bible_Society

	        http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=64

	        http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=8755

	        https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Jay

	 

	 

	   Chapter 4      Unquestionable Obedience to God

	 

	1.     Benjamin Bush

	       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Rush

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=48

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=63

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=78

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=8755

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=147218

	2.     Corrie ten Boom

	       (http://www.worthydevotions.com)

	3.     Alexander the Great

	        http://www.westminsterpres.com/sermons/sermon_06-22-03.htm

	 

	 

	    Chapter 5   Individual Obedience to God

	 

	1.     Noah Webster

	       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noah_Webster

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=144363

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=144359

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=63

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=8755

	 

	 

	     Chapter 6   Consistent Obedience to God

	1.    Daniel Webster

	       https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster

	       http://www.wnd.com/2015/01/daniel-websters-prediction-for-america-  

	       coming-true/

	       http://www.leaderu.com/orgs/cdf/onug/webster.html

	       http://www.wallbuilders.com/libissuesarticles.asp?id=151401

	2.    Alexander

	       http://www.westminsterpres.com/sermons/sermon_06-22-03.htm
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