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	To my sister, Heather.

	 

	If ever there was two people, who knew firsthand

	the ravages of spiritual warfare, It would be you and me.

	 

	Prior to salvation, both of us,

	at various times,

	have danced with the devils, played their games,

	and sang their songs.

	 

	We ingested their poison, believed their lies,

	and even tried to end these lives, multiple times.

	 

	But God did what only He can do.

	He rescued us from the dominion of darkness, He saved us from the clutches of the evil one.

	He set us free through Jesus Christ.

	 

	Thank you for not only putting up with me, and for being a wonderful sister here on earth, but for now, being a fellow soldier of Christ, fighting the good fight,

	in this greatest battle of all, The Satanic War on the Christian.

	 

	Don’t ever give up Heather,

	We know who wins.

	 

	I love you.
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Preface

	Why are so few Churches making an impact on the world today? Why are so many believers living defeated lives? Why do so many Christians talk about having a victorious Christian life, yet so few seldom ever do? The answer lies in the greatest spiritual war of all time, The Satanic War on the Christian.

	But we have a problem, a big problem in the Church today. You see, you would think that the knowledge and mastery of spiritual warfare would be commonplace among the Christian community. After all, our Lord Jesus Christ took on and defeated the devil himself. But unfortunately, waging war against the enemy of our souls is one of the least talked about topics in the Church today, for a couple of reasons. One reason is because some in the Church have detrimentally taken spiritual warfare to an unhealthy extreme. The result is that the moment you try to talk about spiritual warfare in Christian circles, most people think you’re some sort of a weird lunatic. Then, as if that wasn’t bad enough, we have the second extreme to deal with. Well over half of all professing Christians today don’t even believe that our greatest archenemy, the devil, even exists. No wonder we’re losing the fight! Yet in the midst of our sad skepticism, spiritual warfare really is something we all have to deal with every single day here on earth. And unless we get a proper balanced handle on it, we will simply continue to be beaten to shreds spiritually.

	Thus, I have written this book, without all the hyper fanaticism, showy sensationalism, or dry theological jargon and simply focused on getting down to the nuts and bolts of the greatest war of all time, the war against the children of God and the forces of hell. It is penned with a powerful concoction of practical information and personal application for personal victory, while clearly exposing the lies, traps, and pitfalls of the very forces of evil. It is my prayer that this book will not only clearly unveil this deadly invisible war and expose the seductive weapons the devil uses to keep the Church from becoming a mighty army for God, but that it will also provide the practical tools needed for the personal spiritual victory that our Lord Jesus Christ has already won for us.

	One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!

	 

	Billy Crone Las Vegas, Nevada

	2018

	 

	
 

	 

	Part 2

	————————————

	The Destruction From Satan & Demons

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	The Destruction of the Casual Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was the largest luxury ship of its day. And on its maiden voyage it hosted some of the most prominent people in the world including a host of millionaires.

	 

	Due to its double-layered hull and 16 watertight compartments, it was considered to be unsinkable.

	 

	However, shortly before midnight on April 14th, the ship collided with an iceberg, damaging 5 compartments and thus the unthinkable became reality. The unsinkable ship began to sink.

	 

	However, even when the alarm was sounded, many of the passengers casually disregarded the warning and thus perished in their arrogance.

	 

	But even for those who heeded the warning, their fate wasn’t much better because to their horror they discovered that there were only enough lifeboats for less than half the people on the ship.

	 

	
And even for the fortunate few who made it into a lifeboat, they soon discovered that the drain plugs in the bottom of some of the boats had been pulled out.

	 

	Everything that could have gone wrong seemed to go wrong that night. And when the screams and cries finally subsided, the death toll rang out, 1,635 people were dead.

	 

	The ultimate luxury boat had turned into the ship of doom. The year was

	1912. The ship of course, was the Titanic.”1

	 

	How many of you guys heard of the Titanic? I think most of us have. And how many of you would say that the sinking of the Titanic was one of the worst disasters of all time? With all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Titanic, what if I were to tell you that I know of a disaster that makes the sinking of the Titanic look like a kid’s pool party? What if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about The satanic War on the Christian. Folks, these are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ. What’s wild is that most wars go on for a few years or even longer. But The Satanic War on the Christian has been going on for the last 2,000 years non-stop and it’s sending people straight into hell! Most people will readily talk about all the other wars throughout history and all their atrocities, and rightly so, we even have the History Channel. We need to talk about them! Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history. The satanic War on the Christian that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	Therefore, in order to stop getting duped and beat up all over the place, we’re going to continue in our study, The satanic War on the Christian. So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the

	 

	
first thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy Is. Then we saw the second thing you need to know is What Your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right? And last two times we saw the third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, What they’re up to? What’s their goal? Why are they here? Why are they doing what they’re doing? Why in the world are we in a war in the first place? We saw the tactics of Satan and last time, even demons are not good. They too not only seek to infiltrate the Church, but they also seek to grab control and destroy the Church just like satan! They do that by Promoting a New Service, a New Savior, and a New Worship, which not only allows them to control the Church, but even possess the non-Christians that come to Church services and destroy them all.

	But that’s not all. The fourth we need to deal with if we’re going to stop getting beat up and duped all over the place as Christians in This Satanic War on the Christian is The Destruction of Our Enemy. That’s right, you not only need to know who your enemy is and what they’re like, what they’re up to. You also need to know what price you pay when you don’t take this serious. What kind of destruction takes place? Because that’s what they’re all about. We just saw a little teaser in the prior chapters.

	The first destruction the enemy causes upon the Church when we

	don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Casual Christian.

	 

	Matthew 15:1-9 “Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, ‘Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before they eat!’ Jesus replied, ‘And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.’ But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is a gift devoted to God,’ he is not to ‘honor his father’ with it. Thus, you nullify the word of God for the sake of your

	tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: ‘These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. They worship Me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.”

	 

	
According to our text, Jesus doesn’t even hesitate in rebuking the religious people of His day, does He? And why is that? Because they were being hypocrites, right? Oh, they might have made a great show before men, but their hearts weren’t really devoted to God. And, they may have been masters of saying all the right words and doing tons religious things but when all was said and done, they were simply giving God lip service. The Scripture says, the only reason why they performed the “religious things” they did was to simply keep up appearances before men.

	That’s why the first sign to indicate a when person’s becoming like the Pharisees, a Casual Christian is When Their Attendance Goes Down. The first definition of the word casual means “to occur by chance or without regularity.” This is one of the very first things the devil will do to keep Christians from becoming a mighty army. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to be labeled as one of those religious freaks who goes to Church services on a regular basis, do you? No! Just be like the Pharisees…Just go enough to “keep up appearances before men.”

	You might think a casual attendance is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! This a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a casual attendance leads to casualties. The first casualty is that it Weakens You the Christian. And 1st way it weakens you it causes you to Spiritually Stink.

	 

	Ephesians 5:25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”

	 

	We see the Apostle Paul using a marriage analogy to describe our relationship with Jesus Christ, the Church, His Bride, and he mentions how Jesus uses what to keep us spiritually clean? The Word of God, right? The Bible. The enemy knows this. He’s not dumb. He knows that when we regularly attend Church services where the Word of God is regularly being preached, then it has a way of spiritually keeping us clean. So, the devil gets us to not show up for services and instead make a bunch of excuses. And, they’re about as lame as these excuses. Let’s take a look at

	 

	
what this guy said about washing:

	 

	
		I was forced to as a child.

		People who wash are hypocrites – they think they are cleaner than everybody else.

		There are so many different kinds of soap, I can’t decide which is best.

		I used to wash, but I got bored and stopped.

		I wash only on special occasions, like Christmas and Easter.

		None of my friends wash.

		I’ll start washing when I get older and dirtier.

		I can’t spare the time.

		The bathroom is never warm enough in winter or cool enough in summer.

		People who make soap are only after your money.2



	 

	You know where I’m going with this. Supplant the word “Church service” there for “wash” and you got the same thing. If those excuses are lame for not washing and they cause somebody to stink to the high heavens. Then you really don’t think you’re going to spiritually stink when using the same lame excuses for going to Church services? You wonder why your life reeks of immorality? You wonder why your walk with Jesus smells like the bottom of a garbage can? You wonder why sin has now permeated your every pore? It’s a spiritual attack! You’ve been tricked by the enemy into not regularly attending Church services to regularly be cleansed by the Word of God! Why? Because the devil’s not dumb! He knows it keeps you fresh! It keeps you clean! It keeps you smelling like the aroma of Christ! It’s a spiritual shower! Go to somebody and say, “Stop being a stinky Christian! Get back to Church services! Stop listening to the devil! Get over here and be cleansed by the Word of God!

	The second way a Casual Attendance weakens You the Christian is that it causes you to Spiritually Get Devoured. This is what the Bible says the devil’s doing every day.

	 

	1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him,

	 

	
standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout

	the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”

	 

	So, here we see Peter telling us the enemy, the devil, is not only real, but he’s really out to get us, to spiritually devour us if he can! How? Well, one of the ways, again, is by getting us to not show up for Church services! WHY? Because he knows there’s strength in numbers! He knows if we stick with the herd he can’t touch us! It’s just like a lion in real life, in nature. Who does he go after? The whole herd? No! The one unfortunate one who peels off from the herd and goes alone! I’m telling you he’s doing the same thing to us spiritually! He gets us to peel off from the herd and say things like, “Well, I don’t need to go to Church services to be saved,” or “I worship God in nature,” or “I watch Church services on TV.” Can I tell you something? This is a spiritual trap. This has nothing to do with legalism, it’s a spiritual trap. Church services don’t save you, but we need each other! Why? Because we are in a war and there is strength in numbers like in a real war! Believe it or not, going to the Church of St.

	Mattress, with Pastor I.B. Snoozin’ of the Bedside Sheets Assembly is a one-way ticket to getting devoured, as this little cub broke off from his Momma:

	 

	“The lion walks up on the rock to see what she might find to devour. The water is flowing below. It’s a beautiful day but she is hungry. Over the roar of the water she hears a whimper. She looks to see where the sounds are coming from and she sees a baby bear cub playing all by himself, rolling in the grass, not knowing that the lion is watching him. The lion licks her lips. He would make a great meal.

	 

	As she starts towards him, he sees her and starts to run. But she can run faster. The cub keeps running then stops a minute to see how close the lion is getting. He knows his time is running out when he sees a branch that is crossing the river.

	 

	He runs to get on it where he knows he will be safe. But, as he is standing on the branch the lion also runs on the branch and is about to grab him when the branch breaks and he falls into the river.

	 

	
The current is so strong he can hardly stay afloat. He can see that the lion is now running along the river and is catching up with him. He grabs a log to hold on to, to keep his head above water. He floats for while then suddenly stops.

	 

	He is now stuck on the river bank and the lion is closing in on him. All he can do is get back on the ground and try to fight the lion. The lion gets closer and closer. The cub is standing on his hind legs preparing for the fight of his life.

	 

	He opens his mouth to give out a roar. The loudest roar he has ever made. Suddenly the lion stops dead in her tracks, turns and runs. The cub is amazed that his roar has scared off the lion.

	 

	He takes a deep breath and turns around to find his mother stand behind him. She was the one that scared the lion off with her roar. He doesn’t feel bad that it wasn’t his roar that scared the lion away. He is just so relieved that she loved him enough to be there to save him.”3

	 

	Are you sick and tired of being beat up and bloodied and chased around to the point of utter exhaustion in your walk with Christ? Then get back to Momma! ROOOOAAARRR! Get back to Church services!

	There’s strength in numbers! We’ve got your back! Resist the devil. Stop listening to these lame excuses as to why you can’t come! Refuse to get separated from the herd ever again. This is what Hebrews says.

	 

	Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and more as you see the Day approaching.”

	 

	We desperately need to be cleansed by the washing with water through the Word and stay fresh in our walk with Christ, and we desperately need the strength and protection of one another as Christians, especially in these Last Days. It’s only going to get more evil. Turn to somebody and say, “I need you man!” If a Christian only comes enough to “make appearances” and offers excuses as to why they can’t come on a

	 

	
“regular basis,” then how are they ever going to stay strong, clean, and

	safe? Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? He’s out to destroy you!

	 

	The second casualty is that it Weakens the Church.

	 

	Romans 12:5-8 “So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.” (NIV)

	 

	The Bible simply says that each Christian has been given supernatural gifts by God, not just for their own benefit, but for the benefit of the whole Church. The enemy knows the power of this so he gets people to not use their gifts. For instance, some Christians are given the gift of teaching. But if they rarely come to services, how can people be taught? Some Christians have the gift of encouragement. But if they rarely come to services then how can others be encouraged? And on and on it goes. Do you what the enemy is doing? Pretty slick, isn’t it?

	We desperately need each other. That’s the way God has designed it. Every single one of us plays a vital role in keeping the Church of Jesus Christ strong and healthy. But if a Christian only comes enough to “make appearances” and not enough to show they’re really interested, then how is the Church ever going to stay strong? Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to? He’s out to destroy us!

	Oh, but that’s not all. The third casualty is that it Weakens the Gospel.

	 

	John 8:31-32 “To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’”

	 

	A Christian who is casual in their attendance is not only tricked into weakening themselves and the Church, but the gospel as well. And

	 

	
here’s how it works. When Christians go to Church services, they learn about God’s truth, right? And it’s God’s truth that enables us to expose the harmful lies out there, especially the ones concerning the gospel. Let me show you what I mean. Here’s a list of the so-called Spiritual Beliefs of the non-Christian. You tell me if they’re full of lies.

	 

	
		67% of unchurched adults call themselves Christian.

		10% believe that God is a state of higher consciousness that a person may reach.

		19% believe that “the whole idea of sin is outdated.”

		68% stated that satan is merely a symbol of evil.

		81% believe that angels exist and influence people’s lives.

		64% believe that if a person is generally good they will earn a place in Heaven.

		61% do not believe that people who do not accept Jesus Christ as their Savior will have to go to hell.4



	 

	As shocking as that might be, did you know that the American Church doesn’t do much better. Today, many Christians are not only having trouble sharing the gospel, but they’re having trouble explaining what it is! Check this out. Here are the so-called Spiritual Beliefs of American Church. I wish I were making this up.

	 

	
		55% says the Bible is has errors in it.

		50% of Christians say there is no absolute truth.

		47% don’t have a commitment to the Christian faith as a top priority.

		58% don’t have being active in a local church as one of their top goals



	in life.

	
		35% of Christians say that to get by in life these days, sometimes you have to bend the rules for your own benefit.

		53% says the Holy Spirit doesn’t exist.

		65% says that satan does not exist.

		30% says that Jesus Christ died but never had a physical resurrection.

		29% contend that when he lived on earth, Jesus Christ was human and committed sins, like other people.



	 

	

		25% agreed that it doesn’t matter what faith you follow because all



	faith groups teach the same lessons.

	
		31% says that a good person can earn his or her way into heaven.

		12% don’t know what will happen to them after they die.

		93% of Christians no longer have a Biblical worldview.5



	 

	Now I’d say the American Church needs to study their Bible just a little bit more often, how about you? But here’s the question. “How are they ever going to do that if they don’t attend the services designed for it?” Stop and think about it! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? He knows that if he can get the American Church to be casual about their attendance, then they’ll always be in a spiritually stinky state, they’ll hurt and damage the Church because we need each other and they’ll never be equipped with the truth and nobody else will ever be set free.

	Keith Green made the comment, “The Lord Jesus rose from the dead but the American Church can’t even get out of bed.” If the American Church is going to be all that we can be, then we’ve got to keep our attendance up, not down. This is not about legalism. It’s common sense.

	We’ve got to open our eyes to the tricks of the enemy, or we’ll never

	become that mighty Army for God Almighty.

	The second sign to indicate when a person becomes a Casual Christian is When Their Witness Goes Down. You see the second definition of the word casual means “to feel or show little concern.” And folks this another thing the devil does to keep Christians from becoming a mighty army. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to be labeled as one of those religious freaks who witnesses to everyone around you, do you? No! Just tell them everybody’s going to heaven, there’s no such place as hell.”

	You might think a casual witness is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! This is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a casual witness leads to casualties. The first casualty is that it Shrugs Off Christ’s Commission.

	 

	Mark 16:15 “He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.’”

	 

	
Now we all know that this is infamous passage of Scripture called the Great Commission, right? Well, we used to. You see, the devils now got the American Church thinking it’s not the Great Commission, but the grand suggestion. And to make matters worse, the American Church no longer calls shrugging off Christ’s commission a sin. No! They just excuse it away and say, “That’s for those other Christians who like doing that kind of stuff.” Sharing the gospel to the ends of the earth is not an option. It’s an order to be obeyed just like you shall not murder and you shall not steal. And when we disobey God, it’s called sin.

	Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to? He knows if he can get the American Church to be casual about their witness and excuse away their disobedience then they’ll never get the gospel out and nobody will ever be saved.

	Oh, but that’s not all. The second casualty is that it Sends Others to

	Hell.

	 

	Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

	 

	The Bible simply declares that the majority of people are not on the highway to heaven, but they’re actually on the highway to hell. It’s not just that people aren’t going to heaven when they die, Jesus said that without Him, they’re going to hell. And people, hell is one place you don’t ever want to go to. One man shares this sobering description:

	 

	“I talked with a young man one day who mentioned that he had been injured and wound up on an emergency-room operating table. He said his heart had stopped beating and as his soul rose up out of his body, immediately the sense of an evil presence began to come over him and he could hear an evil hissing laughter. He told me he was so glad to get back into his body and be alive! He now knows how real evil is.

	 

	A respiratory nurse who works in an emergency room told me about a

	patient who had gone ‘code red’- he flat-lined. She and some other

	 

	
medical personnel rushed over with the defibrillator to try to bring him back to life. They applied the paddles and revived him.

	 

	She said that he started screaming and shouting, ‘The heat, the heat!’ Then his heart stopped again. They brought him back a second time. He shouted, ‘The flames, the flames!’ They lost him again. Four times the man flat-lined and was brought back, each time shouting about the heat or the flames. After the last time, he died and they couldn’t bring him back.

	 

	She said all the doctors and nurses just stood there for a few minutes and stared at the body. They all knew that man went to hell. He was screaming it to them before he even got there.

	 

	And one Doctor, a cardiologist, has witnessed numerous patients during and after their near-death experiences. After interviewing 300 patients immediately after resuscitation, he says that nearly half of them reported seeing a lake of fire, devil-like figures, and other sights reflecting the reality of hell.

	 

	His conclusion? He says, ‘There is a life after death, and if I don’t know where I’m going, it’s not safe to die.’”6

	 

	If the American Church truly believed in a hell, they would cry out to God from the depths of their being, “Give me souls or take my soul!” Why? Because any sane person would do whatever they had to, to keep others from going to a place like that. And that’s precisely why Jesus warned about it over and over and over again. He loves people and doesn’t want them to go there.

	Does not the American Church realize that when they refuse to share the gospel that they’re actually helping to send people to hell? Oh people, do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s doing? He knows if he can get the American Church to be casual about their witness then they’ll never take anybody else to Heaven with them, instead they’ll let them go to hell. We need to speak up and warn people about that place before it’s too late, like this man did:

	 

	
“It was February 1975, at that time I was an alcoholic, out of control. I was also using recreation drugs. But, primarily, alcohol was my drug of choice. I became ill. By ill I mean I had a severe pain in my abdomen and I checked into the hospital in Texarkana.

	 

	At that time in my life I was an atheist. I was a hard-core atheist and was living for myself. Atheist are self-centered and they live for themselves. I was laying there in a coma and heard these people talking about how sick I was and how I was going to die and how I wouldn’t get out of the hospital.

	 

	Now see it’s very easy to be an atheist. When you are successful, when you have worked your way from Oklahoma Welfare to being one of the most powerful people in the country. One of the most powerful people in the state of Oklahoma in relationship to politico. It’s very easy to be an atheist. When man has done that you can sit back and say I don’t need God, what is God?

	 

	But it’s very difficult to be an atheist when you are laying on your death bed. Because you begin to think what if these people are right.

	You see there was a man named Ron Short that stood between me and the gates of Hell. One man that had witnessed to me about the love of Jesus for 5 years before I became ill.

	 

	One man. I would debate him and I like him because he did what he said he was going to do. He was the only one that I saw that professed to be a Christian, that lived what he said he was going to do. So, I really respected him. I didn’t believe what he said but I really respected him.

	 

	But when I’m lying on my death bed and knowing that I am going to die guess who I thought about. I thought about what if Ron is right. What if there is a Heaven and a Hell. So, the most pressing thought in my mind is ‘How do I get saved? What is saved? How do I get saved?

	 

	So, I sent for Ron Short. I wanted him to come down. I wanted him to do whatever he needed to do. How can a man, hanging on a tree in Israel

	 

	
2000 years ago, what is that to me? But I knew he had something that I knew I had to have.

	 

	And that night, they called for Ron, but Ron wasn’t home, he was in Alabama. So, I had them to send for Ron and that was the longest night in my entire life. I felt untold terror because I knew if I ever went all the way, if I slipped all the way I would never get back. In my mind, I knew that.

	 

	So, I fought all night long. They told me later on that I not only pulled the mattress cover, but I pulled the mattress on me because I had to wait until Ron got there. And I fought all night long.

	 

	Then the next morning somewhere between 9:30 and 10:00 in came Ron. He came in and said, ‘Dr. Whittaker, what do they say are your chances?’ I told Ron, they tell me I have none. He said, ‘Now’s the time.’ I said, your right.

	 

	I had cursed at Him, I had spit at Him but now was the time. Because I had to have whatever he had. I had Ron lead me in the Sinners Prayer. I said the Sinners Prayer after him and I can tell you one thing. There was a peace that came over me that I had never known.

	 

	I had searched for that peace in the bottles, Alcohol, I had searched for it in needles, drugs, I’d searched for it in women, I had searched for it in all types of places. But there was no peace in my life. But once I accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, I was no longer afraid.

	 

	Now all these people in the New Age movement that believe everybody is going to Heaven, that you can worship anything, you can worship a flea, you can squeeze a tree, you can worship a crystal, I’ve got news for them, they are not going. Unless they accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, the Bible says the only way to the Father is through the Son.7

	 

	Sounds like that man has been cleansed by the Word, and knows how to effectively witness. The American Church is going to be all that we can be, then we’ve got to keep our witness up, like that man, not down.

	 

	
We’ve got to open our eyes to the tricks of the enemy, or we’ll never

	become that mighty Army for God Almighty.

	So if you’ve become a Casual Christian, what do you do? It’s called repent and ask for God’s forgiveness. People this is the great news. Once you do, God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and turn you from a Casual Christian into a Committed Christian. That’s when the destruction finally stops! A committed Christian isn’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not only love people enough to tell them the truth, but they’ll even forsake their very lives if necessary, like this Christian did. These are the reported words of a Zimbabwe Christian just before he was martyred for the faith. You tell me if He was committed to Christ:

	 

	“I’m a part of the fellowship of the unashamed. I have the Holy Spirit power. The die has been cast. I have stepped over the line. The decision has been made – I’m a disciple of His. I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away, or be still.

	 

	My past is redeemed, my present makes sense, my future is secure. I’m finished and done with low living, sight walking, smooth knees, colorless dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, cheap giving, and dwarfed goals.

	 

	I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits, or popularity. I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded, or rewarded. I now live by faith, lean in his presence, walk by patience, am uplifted by prayer, and I labor with power.

	 

	My face is set, my gait is fast, my goal is heaven, my road is narrow, my way rough, my companions are few, my guide reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded, or delayed.

	 

	I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the enemy, pander at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity.

	 

	
I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed

	up, paid up, preached up for the cause of Christ. I am a disciple of Jesus.

	 

	I must go till he comes, give till I drop, preach till all know, and work till he stops me. And, when he comes for his own, he will have no problem recognizing me…my banner will be clear!”8

	 

	Search your heart and ask yourself, “If the Lord came back today, would your banner be clear?” Would He say, “Well done, My good and faithful servant. Enter the joy of your Master.” Or “Where are you my son? Why did you run from your Master?”

	We better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s really out there doing whatever he can to destroy us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high and millions of lives are at risk. If we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this serious! This is no time to be a Casual Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s The satanic War on the Christian.

	Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Eight

	————————————

	The Destruction of the Cultural Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was your average morning with people heading off to another hectic day of work in this city that never sleeps. But little did these people know, for many of them, it was soon to become their last day alive.

	 

	At 8:45 that very morning, a passenger jet crashed into the north tower of this business high-rise, tearing a gaping hole in the building and setting it on fire. And if that wasn’t bad enough, precisely 18 minutes later, a second airliner crashed into the twin south tower, causing a devastating explosion.

	 

	But even for the fortunate few who survived the explosions and flames, their fate wasn't much better. Why? Because the unthinkable became reality. The buildings were not only of fire, they began to fall.

	 

	And as the dust finally settled, the damage was assessed. The once thriving trade center had become a wasteland that required 98,000 truckloads just to remove the debris.

	 

	
And the loss of life was heartbreaking with the lives of almost 4,000 Americans being wiped out.

	 

	And before going to sleep, the President wrote in his diary, “The Pearl

	Harbor of the 21st century just took place today.”

	The year was 2001. The city was New York. The disaster was, 9/11.”1 Now how many of you heard of 9/11? I think we all have. And

	how many of you would say that the terrorist attack on 9/11 was one of the

	greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the 9/11, what if I were to tell you that I know of a disaster that makes the 9/11 attacks look like a backyard scuffle? What if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now, today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian. These are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there occasionally. We go to war, every single day. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it, or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ. Most wars go on for a few years or even longer. But the Satanic War on the Christian has been going on for the last 2,000 years, non-stop, and it’s sending people straight into hell! What’s wild is most people will readily talk about all the other wars throughout history and all their atrocities, and rightly so, we have the History Channel, we need to talk about them! Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history, the satanic War on the Christian, that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	Therefore, in order to stop getting duped and beat up all over the place, we’re going to continue in our study, the satanic War on the Christian. So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the first thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy Is. Then, the second thing you need to know is What Your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right? Then we saw the third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal,

	 

	
why are they here? The fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy. What price you pay when you don’t take this serious.

	What kind of destruction takes place, because that’s what they’re all about. We saw the first destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Casual Christian. The devil will trick you and I into actually weakening Ourselves, weakening the Church, and even weakening the gospel. How? By being casual in our attendance and causal in our witness. Yes, contrary to popular opinion, going to the Church of St. Mattress with Pastor I.B. Snoozin’ of the Bedside Sheets Assembly is a one-way ticket to getting spiritually devoured. It’s Satan’s ploy to get you to become causal to destroy you!

	But that’s not all. Remember who we’re dealing with, the devil. He is wicked, he is evil, he hates your guts, and he wants you dead! The second destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Cultural Christian.

	 

	Luke 9:57-62 “As they were walking along the road, a man said to Him, ‘I will follow You wherever You go.’ Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.’ He said to another man, ‘Follow Me.’ But the man replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Still another said, ‘I will follow You, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family.’ Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.’”

	 

	Now according to our text, Jesus doesn’t even hesitate to expose the lame excuses people come up with, for not following Him like they should. Oh, they might sound very rational and extremely important, but it only shows their hearts aren’t really devoted to God. They were still devoted to the things of this world. Therefore, Jesus lays it on the line and declares that this kind of worship is completely unacceptable to Him.

	Anyone who tries to put one foot in God’s kingdom and one in this culture

	is not fit to be His disciple.

	That’s why the first sign to indicate when a person becomes a Cultural Christian is this, ‘When You Long for Created Things More Than

	 

	
Your Creator’. The first definition of the word cultural means “to have an acquired taste for the material things of this world.” And folks this is one of the very first things the devil does to keep Christians from becoming a mighty army. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to study the Bible or pray, do you? I mean, come on! You know that stuff’s boring. Wouldn’t it be much more fun to get some entertainment or go buy something nice for yourself?”

	You might think a cultural taste for things is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a cultural taste leads to catastrophes.

	The first catastrophe is that it Destroys Your Tastes for the Things of God.

	 

	Acts 2:42-43 “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles'

	teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.”

	 

	The Bible simply declares that the secret to a powerful Christian life is by being devoted daily to the Word of God, praying to God, and in hanging out with the people of God. The devil knows this. He knows it so well. So, here’s what he does. He knows it’s these daily spiritual exercises that gives us the power we need in our walk with God. Since he can’t take away our salvation, the Scriptures, or even our freedom to spend time with God, here’s what he does. He seduces us with the material things. So slowly, little by little, he gets us to develop a taste for created things instead our Creator. And it’s such a seductive process that most of the time we don’t even realize what’s happened to us until it’s too late. How do you know if you’ve actually started living for created things more than the Creator? Great question, I’m glad you asked. All you got to do is ask yourself this question, “What really disturbs you?” Here’s the acid test:

	 

	WHAT DISTURBS YOU?

	 

	
		Are you disturbed at missing a day’s work or missing a Church service?



	 

	

		Your garden not growing or your Church not growing?

		Your newspaper unread or your Bible unopened?

		Your missing your favorite TV program or missing a good Bible study?

		Your children late for public school or late for Sunday School?

		Your housework being neglected or your Church work being neglected?

		Your inability to keep up with your neighbors or the millions who do not know Christ?

		A scratch on your new car or a soul lost in hell?

		WHAT REALLY DISTURBS YOU MOST?2



	 

	If it isn’t the things of God and if it’s really the things of this world, let’s deal with it, you’ve been seduced. You’ve been tricked into becoming a Cultural Christian. But then, by dealing with this and repenting of it, we can get back on track lickety split. That’s all we’ve got to do. The enemy comes in and he gets us to offer up a bunch of lame excuses as to why we haven’t been spending time with the things of God, like these people tried with their Pastors:

	 

	“One time a Pastor had been invited to dinner at the home of one of the

	couples in his Church.

	 

	After he left, the wife said to the husband, ‘I think he stole our spoon!’

	 

	And this bothered her for a whole year.

	 

	Well, a year later the couple invited the Pastor over again for dinner and

	unable to resist the wife asked, ‘Did you steal our spoon last year?’

	To which the Pastor replied, ‘No, I put it inside your Bible.’”3 “Another time this minister told his congregation, ‘Next week I plan to

	preach about the sin of lying. And to help you understand my sermon, I

	want you all to read Mark 17.’

	 

	
So, the following Sunday, as he prepared to deliver his sermon, the minister asked for a show of hands. He wanted to know how many had read Mark 17.

	 

	And every single hand went up. So that’s when the minister smiled and said, ‘The Book of Mark only has 16 chapters. So, I will now proceed with my sermon on the sin of lying.’”4

	 

	We are lying to ourselves if we think blaming other people or putting on a show and lying about our lack of Bible study is not going to have an effect on us! Sooner or later God will expose it just like those Pastors did. In fact, this Pastor, is not going to expose what’s really going on. People don’t take time for the things of God because they’re too enthralled with the things of this world. We simply neglect our Bible reading all week long as this average scenario admits:

	 

	“In walks the man dressed in a suit and tie. You can tell he just came from Church services because he is carrying his Bible. He walks across the room and he lays it on the table.

	 

	It is Sunday 12:17pm. He lays his keys on top of the Bible and proceeds to change his clothes and sit down in front of the TV. He opens a can and begins to eat his sandwich. A good dinner and a good TV program, what more could you want.

	 

	Monday comes along and he picks up his keys, grabs his bike and out the door he goes. After a good ride, he is back to his apartment. He lays down on the couch for a nap.

	 

	Tuesday comes around and his friends are over for a night of TV and football. His Bible is still laying where he put it on Sunday.

	 

	Wednesday is the day for his paper work and paying bills.

	 

	
Thursday his friends are over again and having fun watching TV. The Bible is still laying where he put it on Sunday. But now it has a little dust on it.

	 

	Friday night is here and more of the gang is here. The Bible is now sharing the table with cups that have been knocked over, the drink spilt on the table, but still not moved.

	 

	Saturday is his date with his girlfriend.

	 

	It’s Sunday morning again, 9:45 am he is dressed and ready to go to Church services. He picks up his keys and is walking towards the door when he suddenly realizes that he forgot his Bible. He turns around to pick it up. It’s the first time it has been touched the whole week. He grabs it and he’s off to Church services.”5

	 

	That’s what’s really going on, isn’t it? Put a show on for Sundays, then the rest of the week you run after the things of this world, week after week after week. And you wonder why you’re so powerless in your walk with Jesus Christ? People of God if you love any book more than the Bible, any pleasure more than prayer, any satisfaction more than the Savior then you better wtch out! The enemy’s after you! He’s sucking you dry of your spiritual power! Maybe the reason why the American Church has it’s back up against the wall is because they hardly even study the Bible at all. Maybe the reason why the American Church is so powerless is because they’re so prayerless.

	People of God, wake up! Don’t you see what’s going on? The devil knows if he can get the American Church to love things more than the things of God, then we’ll be sucked dry of the power we need to live for God! Then he’ll come in and squash us like a bug! Oh, people, do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	Oh, but that’s not all. The second catastrophe from having a cultural taste for things is that it Destroys Your Time for the Things of God.

	 

	
Luke 22:24-26 “Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. Jesus said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.’”

	 

	The Bible declares that if you want to live a life that stands out with true significance, then what do you do? You have to get busy serving others, right? God gives each Christian supernatural gifts for that very purpose. And when we take the time to use our gifts, our service becomes eternally valuable which makes our lives eternally purposeful.

	The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does, if he can’t take away our spiritual gifts, and if he can’t keep us from wanting to use our gifts, he takes away our time to use our gifts.

	How? By getting us to live for created things instead of our Creator. And here’s what happens. In order to get more of these cultural things, you have to get more money, right? But in order to get more money you have to give more time to earn it, right? On and on it goes until you have no time to serve God because now you’re too busy serving things! Do you see it? Do you see the trap? You tell me if the American Church has given in to this seduction and lost its time to serve God. Here’s a list of the activity of the average American Church member.

	 

	ACTIVITY OF AMERICAN CHURCH MEMBER

	 

	
		10% of reported Church members cannot even be found.

		20% never pray.

		25% never read the Bible.

		30% never attend Church services.

		40% never give to any cause.

		50% never go to Sunday School.

		70% never give to missions.

		75% are never engaged in any Church activity.

		80% never go to a prayer meeting.



	 

	

		90% never have family worship.

		95% never ever win a soul to Christ.6



	 

	Now I don’t know about you, but I’d say the American Church has its priorities just a little bit out of whack, how about you? I’d say somebody’s doing a real good of distracting them. People of God, wake up! You may make a living by what you get but you make a life by what you give, like this man did:

	 

	“A little boy goes into the market and takes a bottle from the shelf. He is on his way out when the owner grabs him and says, ‘Come out here, thief! Let me see, what did you steal?’ She grabs the pills and bottle out of his hands. ‘What are you going to do with this? Answer me!’ He answers her, ‘Give it to my mom.’

	 

	The man behind the counter calls out, ‘Wait a second’, he walks over and to the little boy and asks, ‘Is your mom sick?’ The little boy shakes his head yes. The man takes money from his pocket and hands it to the store keeper. She hands the bottle and pills to the man and then yells at the little boy, ‘Don’t do it again!’

	 

	The man calls to his daughter, ‘Sweetie, veggie soup’. She brings back a bag with soup and bread in it and the man puts the pills and the bottle in the bag also and hands it to the little boy. The boy takes the bag and runs back to give it to his mother.

	 

	(30 years later)

	 

	The same man is working in the kitchen, his daughter calls to him, ‘Dad’ and she nods her head towards a homeless man standing at the counter. The dad hands the homeless person a bag of food. ‘Here you go’, he says. He turns back to his daughter, ‘OK, next order!’

	 

	When suddenly he feels strange, he faints, falling down and hitting his head on a table. The daughter runs to his aid. There’s nothing she can do. He has to be taken to the hospital.

	 

	
While he is laying in the hospital and his daughter is at his side the nurse brings her the summary of medical expenses. There is no way she can come up with money. She goes back to the restaurant in total despair.

	What is she going to do?

	 

	She meets with the doctor the next day and finds that her father is going to have major surgery. All she can do is put the restaurant up for sale. Her father has the necessary surgery. She is waiting on him to wake up.

	 

	She falls asleep on the edge of his bed when suddenly something wakes her. When she raises her head, she notices a piece of paper has been stuck under her arm. What is this? It’s a bill, but when she looks closer she sees that the balance due is zero.

	 

	At the bottom of the bill it says, ‘All expenses paid 30 years ago, with three packs of painkillers and a bag of veggie soup’. She remembers back when the little boy was trying to steal the medicine and her father paid the price.

	 

	On the signature line it said, Best regards, Dr. Prajak Arunthong,”7

	 

	What goes around, comes around. When we serve other people, we not only help meet their needs like Jesus does for us, but in our time of need, Jesus might very well use them one day to help serve us. That’s the beauty of the Church, when it’s full of servants. But if you don’t have time to share the love of Christ, it might not only prevent you from a future blessing, it might also be destroying a future generation.

	 

	“Go offer your employer what you offer God. See how long you last. Offer even acquaintances what you offer God and see how long they remain your friends. Offer your family what you offer God and see how long you have a family.

	 

	We can get excited about missions but do you witness to the guy sitting there beside you? You get all excited about things in the world but are you

	 

	
doing what you are supposed to be doing here, because missions begin here.

	 

	If I were to hand out a piece of paper right now and I were to say to each one of you, on the first part of that sheet I want you to write down your calling and your ministry in this church.

	 

	Then on the second part of the first page I want you to write down everything you have accomplished this year through your local church serving and ministering.

	 

	And then on the back to write out your plans for next year and how you’re going to give your life away in the context of this local church to serve Christ and the nations.

	 

	From most of you I’d have to receive back a blank page, because one thing the Church growth guys have got right is this. 20% of the members of the church do 80% of the work and 80% of the people do nothing. They come, they attend.

	 

	Imagine if I were your employer and you came to me and I said ok let’s see your sheet of paper and I look and it says you’ve done nothing this year according to you and you have no goal and no desires for next year.

	 

	You say that’s right but every time the door opens to this factory I’m going to be here. That’s basically the mentality of church today. Every time those doors open I’m going to be here. At least on Sunday morning.

	 

	You’re not called to congregate in order to watch other people minister. You’re called to congregate in order to be fed by the word of God and worship and spend the rest of your week ministering unto the people of God for the Glory of God.

	 

	Yeah, but how can I do that with all the other activities I have? Exactly! If anything gets in the way of serving the Kingdom, even your right eye, pluck it out, or your right hand, cut it off.

	 

	
But I have so many activities.

	 

	Don’t you see how you’re raising your children? You carry them all over to play soccer, football and this and that. Lessons in gymnastics and everything else but you’re not teaching them to serve God.

	 

	You’re not preparing them for the day they will stand before Him. You are making them just like you. And that’s terrifying.

	 

	You want them to have educations and titles and this and that, and play ball but do you not know that your children are going to stand before God and on that day and everything you have taught them is going to burn up in the fire and they will be left a beggar and it will be because of you.”8

	 

	If you don’t have time to serve God then you better watch out! The enemy’s after you! He’s tricking you into wasting your life! We need to wake up! Don’t you see what’s going on? The devil knows if he can get the American Church to love things more than the things of God, then it will suck us dry of the power we need to live for God and it will steal away our time to live for God and our lives will be utterly wasted for generations to come! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	But that’s not all. The second sign to indicate when a person has become a Cultural Christian is When They Long for the Word of Man More Than the Word of God. The second definition of the word cultural means “to have an acquired taste for the intellectual things of this world.” This is another thing the devil throws at us to keep us from becoming that mighty army for God. The devil throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to be labeled as being intolerant or narrow-minded, do you? I mean, doesn’t it make sense to listen to what other cultures have to say?”

	You might think a cultural teaching from man is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a cultural teaching leads to catastrophes. The first catastrophe from having a cultural taste for teachings of man is that it Keeps You from the Truth of God.

	 

	
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

	 

	Contrary to what society would say, the Bible not only came from God but it’s the only book that gives us the power to live for God. It not only tells us what’s wrong, it tells us what’s right and how to live a life that’s pleasing and fruitful to God. i.e. a righteous life!

	The devil knows it so well. So, here’s what he does. Since he can’t keep the Bible away from the Church, he just keeps the Church away from the Bible. How? By seducing us with the fun-filled entertainment and feel good teachings of man. I mean after all, everybody likes to have fun and be told how wonderful they are, right? I mean, that’s the ultimate life, right. Of course! So, here’s what happens. Slowly over time, the devil gets the American Church to no longer want to hear the truth. No! He gets them to only want to hear what makes them feel good. That which entertains them. That which makes them feel so special. In fact, if they could, they’d even have a Drive-Thru Church service custom tailored to meet their needs:

	 

	DRIVE THRU CHURCH SERVICE

	 

	“Somewhere in the United States the truck pulls up to the speaker like you would order food at McDonalds. This is a Church service that they are ordering. The speaker says, ‘Welcome to First Trinity Unity Community Church of the United States, how can we feed you today?’

	 

	The Driver replies, ‘Hi, I would like a 25-minute sermon with some upbeat worship music please, nothing too crazy though and I don’t like to stand until the very end.’ The girl on the speaker says, ‘Certainly, please drive forward. Have a blessed day’. Then he asks, ‘no standing until the end?’ She says, ‘Of course sir, at FTUCC we get your order right the first time, every time.

	 

	Then the second car pulls up. ‘Welcome to the First Trinity Unity Community Church of the United States, how can we feed you today?’

	 

	
The woman in the car replies, ‘Can I get some children’s ministry please with games, lots of games, and can I have some movies too, but please no Veggie Tales,’ Then she yells at her kids in the back seat, ‘I don’t like the Veggie Tales, they get stuck in my head.’ Then she turns back to the speaker and adds ‘I would like the multi-colored fishy crackers, not the plain gold ones, we have them at home and a cry room, Do you have a cry room?’ The speaker comes back with, ‘Certainly.’ Then the lady adds, ‘I want a leather chair with surround sound in the cry room’. The speaker says, ‘Certainly, can I interest you in our John the Baptist gummy locust for your children?’ Her reply, ‘No thank you.’ As she pulls away the speaker says, ‘Have a blessed day!’

	 

	The third car pulls up to the speaker. ‘Welcome to the First Trinity Unity Community Church of the United States, how can we feed you today?’ The guy in the car replies, ‘I need a parking spot that is not too far and keep it out of the sun. I want donuts and I want them fast and fresh. OK? I want two clapping songs and a small group that only ask how to get to know you questions. And the greeters, I want them to smile but no handshakes, it’s too close too soon.’ The speaker says, ‘Certainly, can I interest you in some everlasting Jesus jaw breakers to help share your faith today? They are everlasting just like our lives with Jesus.’ He replies, ‘No sharing today.’

	 

	Then the fourth driver in a truck pulls up. He calls out, ‘I heard you guys were doing some drive thru confessions.’ Speaker replies, ‘That is correct. Worry not my friend, you are forgiven by the blood of Him.’ The guy smiles, without even saying a word and gives the speaker the thumbs up and drives away.

	 

	The fifth car pulls up. ‘Welcome to the First Trinity Unity Community Church of the United States, how can we feed you today?’ The lady replies, ‘Well, you can start by playing more Carmen songs, the Mega Christ Church of Newport plays one every single week, we can’t even have one. This place is a joke. Their worship band would kill your worship band. Mega Christ Church rules!!!’9

	 

	
Yes, and people will go to Mega Christ Church because they cater to these selfish desires! The reason why that is so funny is because of what? It’s so true! As we saw before, this really is people’s mindset when they come to Church services today! “I ain’t got time, I’m busy with the things of the world, I’m here to punch in my religious time clock just like the Pharisees and I’m finally here and you better give me something I like. Instead of the Word of God that teaches them how to live a righteous life! How ironic it is that the very Scripture that warned of this behavior, is the very same Scripture people no longer want to hear.

	 

	2 Timothy 4:3 “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.”

	 

	People of God, pay attention! This Scripture has been fulfilled before our very eyes! People in the Church don’t want to hear the truth anymore. No! That might make them feel convicted and by cracky that doesn’t feel good. So much so has this trick of the devil infiltrated the Church that it’s now even got its own label. It’s called, “salad-bar religion,” Check this out:

	 

	“Salad-bar religion denotes the trend where people pick and choose religious beliefs, doctrines and practices – mixing and matching them much as they would select food in a cafeteria. This is not just popular among non-Christians, but also among people who consider themselves to be Christians.

	 

	And so now the function of God has been changed. He has a whole new role. No longer is He the object of all worship and adoration. Instead He has become an important means for getting what we now worship and adore—things, or at least the money to buy the things.

	 

	In our brave new world, we worship the things we have been conditioned to want, and we will be religious if religion can guarantee us the products our society turns out by the tons.

	 

	
This new Jesus propagates a 'prosperity theology' that promises the faithful if they seek first the kingdom of this reconstructed deity and do all the things the pop religious books say will guarantee success, then all these things (the ones described in the ads) will be added unto them.

	 

	This is a new religion that is functional, fit for these new believers who hunger for consumer goods. It has, as they say, 'user-friendly churches' that are just right for people whose God is a super-genie who can be at our beck and call through prayer and who will help us succeed in life…which of course means to get all the things we don't need, so as to gratify our media-created hungers.

	 

	From time to time, another person comes along and reminds us of the other Jesus. We admire them but then we hurry back to that real Jesus who doesn't demand sacrifices for the poor and oppressed but simply promises to be there to help us, as the ad suggests, be all that we can be."

	 

	Scholars call this, ‘domesticating God,’ turning Him into a social planner, therapist, or guardian angel. We have trivialized God. We assume that God is the butler who serves you for one reason, to give you a happy life. We’ve turned Him into a divine Prozac.”10

	 

	The American Church is on drugs if they think that God is going to conform Himself to their culturally created desires. We are to be conformed into His image, not the other way around. People of God, wake up! Don’t you see what’s going on? The devil knows if he can get the American Church to love the word of man more than the Word of God, then we’ll never learn how to live a life that’s pleasing and fruitful to God! Oh, do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	That’s not all. The second catastrophe from having a cultural taste for teachings of man is that it Keeps You in the Darkness of Man.

	 

	1 Corinthians 1:19-20 “For it is written: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the

	wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’ Where is the wise

	 

	
man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”

	 

	The Bible declares that even the most brilliant words of man is mere nonsense in comparison to the Word of God. In fact, they’re not only nonsense, they’re poisonous. The devil knows this. He knows it so well.

	So, here’s what he does. He not only keeps us away from the truth, he gets us to stay in the dark. How? By getting us to be consumed with the opinions of man. And boy, have people been falling for this one hook line and sinker. You see, we’re tempted to not go to the Father for Wisdom, but to our Friends for Wisdom. We don’t need the Savior, we just go to Social Media and find out the latest statistics and other people’s opinion on the matter. But I don’t care how “social” something sounds, that still doesn’t make it right nor does it make it a wise. And as long as we’d rather listen to the opinions of man instead of the Word of God, we’re headed for trouble. If you don’t think we’re really doing that, then you need to take a look at just how much we spend on Social Media.

	 

	STATS ON SOCIAL MEDIA

	 

	
		83% of Americans have a Social Media account.

		30% of all time spent online is now allocated to social media interaction.

		And the majority of that time is on mobile – 60% of social media time spent is facilitated by a mobile device.

		Newer social platforms, including Snapchat and Instagram are also competing for their share of the market.

		Accordingly, brands are jumping into social media with social media ad spending is expected to reach $36 billion this year alone.

		Even more, time spent on social is only expected to increase as platforms develop.

		Teens now spend up to 9 hours a day on social platforms.

		Astonishingly, the average person will spend nearly two hours on social media everyday, which translates to a total of 5 years and 4 months spent over a lifetime.



	 

	

		Contrast this to eating/drinking in which we only spend about 3 years 5 months in the average lifetime.

		In fact, it’s been calculated that in the same amount of time the average person spends on Social Media today, they could walk the Great Wall of China 3.5 times, climb Mt. Everest 32 times, run 10K+ marathons or walk your dog 93 thousand times).11



	 

	Not to mention a whole ton of time in the Word of God! Looks to me like somebody’s got us enthralled with the opinions of man instead of the Word of God. Gee, I wonder who that might be? In fact, speaking of Social Media platforms and Mobile Devices, what if we were to treat our Bibles the way we treated our Cell Phones, you know, the same device we use to connect to these Social Media sites. Let’s take a look:

	 

	
		What if our Bible was just as important as our cell phone?

		We carried it everywhere we went.

		What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?

		When we forgot it we went back to get it?

		What if we had lots of gadgets to keep us connected to it?

		What if we always had it close by in case of an emergency?

		What if we carried it around in our purses and pockets?

		What if we checked it throughout the day for new messages?

		What if we were constantly going over our minutes every month?

		What if we made sure our battery (prayer) never ran low?

		What if our Bible was just as important as our cell phones?12



	 

	Yeah, what if our Bible was just as important as our Cell Phone? I bet we’d finally be able to live truly significant lives for Christ, like this man shares:

	 

	“There’s a true story about the two Moravian young men who sold themselves into slavery so they could go to an island where there were only slaves and witness to them.

	 

	
There was no turning back, it wasn’t going to be furlough, there was no, ‘I’ll be back if I don’t like it’, they sold themselves to a slave owner so they could go witness to the slaves that he owned for life.

	 

	As they were pulling away from dock on that boat and their parents and the Church family and everyone standing there looking at them. One of them screamed and said, ‘Shall not the Lamb have the full reward of His suffering?’

	 

	Now that’s missions. They counted their life as worthless so that the lamb

	might have the full reward of his sufferings.

	 

	Gentlemen, don’t waste your life playing stupid little games. Just don’t do it. Now these were two young men barely out of their teens. I mean join them. Join them and I’ll tell you this right now.

	 

	Some of you need to get out of Facebook, you need to get off all offline, quit playing with people and talking and writing little things like you were a little girl. You need to become a man and you need to start doing things that men of God do. This is very important.

	 

	Take your life and compare it to two young men who sell themselves into slavery and then cry out to their weeping family shall not the Lamb have the full reward of his suffering. Stop all this nonsense. Be men.

	Act like men, go out and die for something worth dying for. Go out there and live for something worth living for. Give your life for something.

	Please! Don’t waste it.

	 

	There are children of God who have not heard the gospel of their salvation, yet to be birthed. There are churches to be built. Quit all this other stuff.

	 

	If your friends are silly goofy friends, leave them. Come follow Christ. Become a man, walk with men. If you know all the styles and fashions and cool things and what’s going on, on the internet and what’s going on in fashion and this and that and everything else, know it off!

	 

	
Who cares! There’s a job to do. Be a man!”13

	 

	And dare I say, “A Christian man!” People we better wake up! There’s a job to do and it ain’t surfing the Internet and looking at Social Media! It’s called the Salvation of souls! When is the American Church going to see that the opinions of man are a one-way ticket to spiritual suicide! Rather than giving people a better life on earth, they’re actually distracting them and leading others to hell! People of God, I’m here to tell you if the American Church is going to stay out of the dark and become strong in the light, then we’ve got to keep our teachings on the Word of God not the opinions of man. We’ve got to open our eyes to the tricks of the enemy, or we’ll never become that mighty Army for God Almighty.

	 

	Therefore, if you’re here today and you’ve actually become a Cultural Christian, what do you do? It’s called repent, and ask for God’s forgiveness. This is the great news. Once you do, because God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and turn you from a Cultural Christian into a Committed Christian. A committed Christian isn’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not only love hearing the truth more than the opinions of man, but they’ll even admit their sins and repent, like man did”

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I am sorry for playing Church instead of being the Church, for trying to add You onto my life as an accessory, as a life enhancement tool, as a fire insurance policy.

	I am sorry for giving You only two days a week and ten percent of my money. I am sorry for treating You as some sort of dope dealer, paying to get my religious high a couple times a week.

	 

	I am sorry for despising the Blood of your Covenant by continuing on in known sin through unbelief. I am sorry for sitting in front of the television for hours on end, instead of sitting at Your feet or putting my hand to the plow for Your kingdom.

	 

	
I am sorry for living a worldly life when you died to set me free, for storing up a little bit of treasure when you said that if any man served God he would despise unrighteous mammon.

	 

	I am sorry for trying to play You as a fool. I am sorry for using you as a means to advance and secure my own selfish ambitions in life, as if you died to purchase the American dream for Your people.

	 

	I am sorry for mocking You in so many ways, like secretly trying to save my life, instead of losing it finally, totally and irrevocably for Your kingdom.

	 

	I am sorry for trusting in man, for sitting under a protestant pope in an organization that is modeled more after Rome or corporate America then it is your true Church seen in Scripture.

	 

	I am sorry for sitting at fellowship nights and playing card games rather than weeping in prayer or preaching your Gospel of sin, righteousness and judgment to come, to a lost and dying world.

	 

	I am sorry for taking ease in Zion rather than feeding the poor, feasting rather than fasting, acquiring rather than selling, playing rather than praying, for all of these things I admit are utterly detestable and disgusting in Your sight.

	 

	For all of these things I repent. I humble myself Lord and ask you help me to abide in you, to worship in Spirit and in truth, and to bear much fruit to the Father’s glory. You are so worthy.

	 

	In brokenness of heart, Me14

	Search your heart and ask yourself, “Would you with all your heart admit your sin and repent of the things of this world or does your heart still long for the things and the opinions of this world?” We better wake up

	 

	
and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s really out there doing whatever he can to destroy us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high and millions of lives are at risk. If we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this serious! This is no time to be a Casual Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s The satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Nine

	————————————

	The Destruction of the Compromising Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was your average wonderful sunny day in this island tropical paradise. Vacationers from around the world enjoying the soothing ocean breezes and luscious hotel accommodations and families and kids were having a ball. But little did they know that their island paradise was about to become a watery grave.

	 

	At precisely 7:58 AM, a massive earthquake struck the ocean bottom and instantly triggered a series of waves. The next thing you know a wall of water 100 feet high traveling at 500 mph was headed their way.

	 

	And even though the waves were huge, still no one saw it coming. Therefore, when the first wave hit, everyone was caught off guard. In fact, news cameras showed a man with his back to the beach totally oblivious that in a matter of seconds he was about to die.

	 

	But that was just the beginning. A sickening game of cat and mouse began with the waves coming one after another with just enough time in-between to fool people thinking it was all over, when the whole time, it was just

	 

	
beginning. Thus, thousands upon thousands of people, men, women, and children continued to perish.

	 

	But even those who managed to escape to higher ground, their fate wasn’t much better. The waves were so high they spread inland as far as a mile and a quarter, destroying everything in its path.

	 

	And when the debris had finally settled, and the screams were finally silenced, the damage was assessed. Whole coastal communities had totally disappeared, swept out to sea, never to rise again.

	 

	And the death toll was incomprehensible with nearly 200,000 people instantly being wiped out. It was one of the deadliest disasters in all of modern history and the worse of its kind.1

	 

	The year was 2004. The disaster was, The Asian Tsunami.”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Asian Tsunami? I think we all have. And how many of you would know it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Asian Tsunami, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that Tsunami look like a beach party? What if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian. These are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there occasionally. We go to war, every single day. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ. What’s wild is that most wars go on for a few years or even longer. But the Satanic War on the Christian has been going on for the last 2,000 years non-stop and it’s sending people straight into hell! Most people will readily talk about all the other wars throughout history and all their atrocities, and rightly so, we even have the History Channel, we need to talk about them! YET how many people, even Christians, will openly

	 

	
discuss the longest war in mankind’s history, the satanic War on the Christian, that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	Therefore, in order to stop getting duped and beat up all over the place, we’re going to continue in our study, The satanic War on the Christian. Now so far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the first thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy Is. Then we saw the second thing you need to know is What Your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right? Then we saw the third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here. The fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you DON’T take this serious, what kind of destruction takes place, because that’s what they’re all about. The second destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Cultural Christian, the devil will actually trick us into wasting away our strength and wasting away our lives. How? By longing for created things more than the Creator, which is called idolatry and longing for the word of man, the opinions of others, more than the Word of God, which wastes your time to do something truly significant for Christ. It’s Satan’s ploy to get you to become cultural, to destroy you!

	But that’s not all. Remember who we’re dealing with here, the devil. He is wicked, he is evil, he hates your guts, and he wants you dead! The third destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Compromising Christian.

	 

	Matthew 16:21-24 “From that time on Jesus began to explain to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. ‘Never, Lord!’ he said. ‘This shall never happen to you!’ Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.’ Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.’”

	 

	
Now according to our text, Jesus doesn’t even hesitate to rebuke Peter for suggesting that He (Jesus) should refrain from a life of personal pain and possible death, right? And oh, I’m sure Peter thought he was helping the Lord. But in reality, this suggestion to pamper your life instead of sacrificing your life didn’t come from God. It came from who? Satan!

	Why? Because he wanted Jesus to compromise the plan of God! He knew that if Jesus compromised just a little to pamper the flesh instead of sacrificing the flesh, then the plan of God to save the world would have been destroyed! Therefore, Jesus declares that if anyone is going to be His disciple then they must emulate His behavior. You must deny your flesh, not pamper your flesh, pick up your cross and follow Him, suffering and all.

	That’s why the first sign to indicate when a person becomes a Compromising Christian is When You No Longer Believe in Denying Your Flesh. The first definition of the word compromise means “to make a shameful agreement or to follow the middle ground.” This is one of the very first things the devil does to keep Christians from becoming a mighty army. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to be labeled as one of those boring religious types, do you? No! I mean, surely there’s nothing wrong with having a little fun occasionally, right?”

	You might think a compromising behavior is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a compromising behavior leads to calamities. The first calamity is that it You No Longer Become Shocked at What Sin Is. Let’s take a look at the early Church’s response to sin. Did they compromise and pamper their flesh? Are you kidding? I don’t think so!

	 

	Acts 19:18-20 “A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. In this why the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.”

	 

	According to our text here, these Christians were under such a strong conviction that they even sacrificed personal gain (several million dollars) just to get rid of the sin in their lives. And as a result, what

	 

	
happened? The Gospel spreads like wildfire. And, the devil knows this. He knows it so well. So, here’s what he does. He knows it’s a life of self- denial that adds fuel to the Gospel. So, here’s what he does. He gets us to compromise. He gets us to no longer deny ourselves from sin by simply becoming desensitized to sin. How? By the media, people!

	Oh, people of God wake up! This has nothing to do with legalism. It has everything to do with common sense! Today’s modern media is one of the devil’s greatest tools in these last days! Let’s be honest! It not only seduces us into wasting our time but it puts waste in our mind. But that’s not all! There’s a horrible side effect. Before you know it, once you compromise in this one seemingly little innocent area, just like a person gets addicted to drugs, you get addicted to sinful entertainment. And this addiction process is so seductive that most of the time we don’t even realize it’s happened to us until it’s too late. In fact, it’s so common that even secular researchers have traced process of becoming what I call an entertainment junkie.

	 

	A Junkie is Consumed with His “Fix.”

	 

	Daily home usage: 6 hours 59 minutes per day.

	 

	“With TV sets turned on in the inner city for eleven hours a day and multiplying satellite, cable, and broadcast channels, television has become the closest and the most constant companion for American children. It has become the nation’s mom and pop, storyteller, baby sitter, preacher, and teacher. Our children watch an astonishing 5,000 hours by the first grade and 19,000 hours by the end of high school—more time than they spend in class. The question more and more concerning parents, psychologists and public officials is this: What is all this viewing doing to them?”

	 

	A Junkie Becomes Addicted to His “Fix.”

	 

	“Once people are exposed to the spectacle of blood and sex, they want more and more as they become hardened to the titillation of the last violent or sexual act they see. Just as a drug addict who becomes less and less responsive to a drug keeps looking for the initial ‘ideal’ rush, so those

	 

	
who are addicted to the sex and violence in films seek increasing doses of

	sex and violence to appease their lust.”

	 

	“Watching fighting or other violence can make the mind believe that it is about to engage in life-threatening activity. The body will often respond by releasing adrenal epinephrine into the bloodstream, giving the viewer an adrenal rush without the threat of actual violence. Watching sexual activity and nudity makes the mind think that the person is about to mate so the body releases raging hormones that can often cause an addictive adrenal rush without the psychological burdens attendant to most human relationships. The physiological phenomena will engage and attract the viewer, often causing him or her to want more and more exposure to the stimuli that cause the artificial physical elation.”

	 

	A Junkie Will Destroy His Mind for His “Fix.”

	 

	“Movies are one of the bad habits that corrupted our century. Of their many sins, I offer as the worst their effect on the intellectual side of the nation. It is chiefly from that viewpoint that I write of them – as an eruption of trash that has lamed the American mind and retarded Americans from becoming a cultured people.”

	 

	“At the same time as television inhibits cognitive growth, research shows that children ‘habituate’ to repetitive light-stimuli (flickering light, dot patterns, limited eye movement). When habitation occurs then the brain decides that there is nothing of interest going on – at least nothing that can be done about – and virtually quits processing information. In particular, the left brain ‘common internegative area’ goes into a kind of holding pattern, and television viewing reaches the level of somnambulism, similar to being hypnotized.”

	 

	“And because of television’s insidious ‘flicker,’ (every four seconds, on the average, the picture changes) television does not promote long-term attention. Lastly, because the action shifts constantly and capriciously backward, forward, and laterally in time…television does not promote logical sequential thinking.”

	 

	
A Junkie Will Eventually Kill Himself with His “Fix.”

	 

	“The point of this litany of problems with respect to different media and arts is simply to point out that there is no place to hide. The media and the arts are pervasive in our society. Americans are in the midst of entertaining themselves to death. Either denial or license will only allow the problems to continue to grow out of control.”

	 

	“We often forget that there is a war raging around us. It is a war being waged inside our minds, a spiritual war for our souls. The adversary is using every possible tactic to control our minds: materialism, secularism, humanism, and all the other isms that conflict with Christianity. He is using the most effective weapons to win: the power of the mass media of entertainment. With the corrupted movies and television programs of our age, the adversary is fueling our sinful propensity to lust and hooking us on our desires. Once hooked, he drags us down to hell.”2

	 

	Let’s be honest with the facts. The majority of the material in the media today can no longer be called entertainment, but sinnertainment. It doesn’t just distract us from Christ. It desensitizes us to sin! When is the American Church going to realize that every package from hell comes disguised in ecstasy? Oh, you’re being entertained alright. You’re being entertained to death! Why? Because you compromised and allowed yourself to become desensitized to sin! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	But that’s not all. The second calamity of a compromising behavior is that You No Longer Stand Up Against Sin.

	 

	Hebrews 11:24-25 “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to endure ill- treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin.”

	 

	The Bible simply declares that Moses, the man of God, made an incredible decision to be persecuted with the people of God instead of enjoying the pleasures of this world, right? And because of this, what

	 

	
happened? God used him mightily. The devil knows this. He knows it so well. So, here’s what he does. He knows that a life of self-denial not only adds fuel to the Gospel, but it also enables us to be used mightily of God! So, here’s what he does. If he can’t get us compromised with the media and become desensitized to sin, he just moves to plan B and gets us compromise and no longer stand up against sin. How? He does it in several ways.

	The first way is by getting us to rationalize our sin. For instance, we make excuses like, “I just can’t help it, it must be a hereditary thing” or “This must be the cross I have to bear” or “I’m Irish I can’t help myself!”

	The second way he gets us to no longer know what sin is, is by getting us to redefine our sin. For instance, we’re told we shouldn’t call alcoholism a sin. No! Let’s just call it a social disease. And we shouldn’t call adultery a sin. No! Let’s just call it stepping out or fooling around.

	And we shouldn’t call homosexuality a sin. No! Why everybody knows

	that’s just an alternative lifestyle.

	But people it gets worse. If he can’t get us to compromise and rationalize or redefine our sin he’ll just get us to resort to relativism. And relativism teaches that there are no absolutes. You yourself get to decide what’s right and wrong, not God. As we saw before, half the Church has already bought into that and even says the Bible has errors in it and there is no absolute truth! Relativism is not only unbiblical, it’s absolutely illogical. Why? Because the moment you say there are no absolutes, you just made an absolute statement!

	Oh, but people it gets even worse. If he can’t get us to compromise and rationalize or redefine or even resort to relativism, he’ll just get us to being radically tolerant. I mean, haven’t you heard? You should never judge. You just need to tolerate. And here’s a verse they quote out of context to try to suck us into that lie.

	 

	Matthew 7:1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

	 

	There you have it. The Bible says we should never judge another person, no matter what they believe, no matter what they say, we just love

	 

	
them and accept them, right? Wrong! This is another lie form the pit of hell! And the reason why I know is because if we weren’t supposed to judge anyone or anything, no matter what they say, believe, or do, including their supposed version of God then why did Jesus say this.

	 

	John 7:24 “Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right

	judgment.”

	 

	Jesus isn’t saying we should never judge! He didn’t say to never make a judgment. He said when you do judge make sure that it’s right! Get your facts straight! He said it right there! And if we’re really never supposed to judge, then why did the Apostle Paul say this?

	 

	1 Corinthians 6:1-5 “If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!

	Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the church! I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers?”

	 

	I don’t know about you, but it sure sounds like we Christians are not only supposed to be judging, but we’re supposed to be judging up a storm, right? So, the question is, “Why in the world do people quote Matthew 7 and say we’re never supposed to judge? Well, they’re quoting it out of context! Matthew 7 is dealing with a hypocritical judgment where a person’s judging somebody of something when they themselves are guilty of doing the very same thing, if not worse! How do we know?

	Because the rest of the text says that the one person judging has a log in their eye and the other only has a speck of dust in their eye. But if you read the rest of the passage it doesn’t stop there. It doesn’t say don’t ever judge. It says first take the log out of your own eye and then you can what? You can rightly judge and remove the speck from the other person’s eye!

	 

	
The whole point of the passage, and John 7, is to not say that we should never judge but just the opposite! It says to get rid of your hypocrisy first, get your facts straight first, so you can make a righteous judgment, right? And yet, this is what the enemy has convinced us to do! That we should never judge between right and wrong. We need to accept everything as right and nothing is wrong! And we just need to tolerate. But the problem is, they don’t tell you that they’ve changed the definition of tolerance. And here’s how they’re sucking us into it, as this man shares:

	 

	“So, you say ‘wait a minute, I thought tolerance is good?’ That’s the problem. Little Johnny comes home from school and that very sincere Christian Mother, asks little Johnny, ‘How was school today?’ Oh mommy, we talked about tolerance.’ The Christian Mother says, ‘Oh that’s wonderful, you know Jesus taught us to be tolerant’. ABOLUTELY NOT! That mother is undermining everything she believes, and it won’t take years, it will only take months to come back and haunt her.

	 

	You say, wait a minute, I don’t get this. The reason is this, right now there is two distinct separate definitions of tolerance. One, I call historical or traditional tolerance, it’s the one that almost every one of us have been conditioned to think by and how you’re listening to me through traditional tolerance I am speaking from a whole new definition of tolerance.

	Traditional tolerance can be defined by Webster. ‘To bare or put up with someone or something that is not especially liked. Or in our circles we’d say, ‘You know God has called me as a Christian to love the sinner but hate the sin.’ That is one of the most bigoted statements that you can make today. You make that statement in a classroom today and that entire class would turn on you. The bigotry and the intolerance to say love the sinner and hate the sin.

	 

	The reason is, there is a second definition of tolerance. I would say 80% of the time outside the walls of the Church when you hear the words tolerance, whether media, magazine, school or what it’s not the tolerance you are conditioned to think by it’s a whole new definition of tolerance.

	80% of the time it’s a new definition.

	 

	
The tolerance you were brought up with is now referred to as negative tolerance. The new tolerance is called positive tolerance. It’s defined this way. Every single individual’s values, beliefs, lifestyles, and claims to truth are equal. Let me repeat that. All values, all beliefs, all lifestyles, and claims to truth are equal.

	 

	And if you dare to say that there is a value, a belief or lifestyle or a claim to truth that is greater than another that is called hierarchy and that’s the new definition of bigotry. Being a bigot today has nothing to do with racism or anything. A bigot today is someone who is committed to moral hierarchy that there’s difference between values, beliefs, lifestyle and claims to truth.

	 

	Positive tolerance adds the word praise. We not only want your permission but we demand your praise. And if you do not praise my values, my beliefs, my lifestyle, my claim to truth as equal to your own, from the heart, you are a bigot and you are intolerant. From the heart. It’s called positive tolerance.

	 

	Let me show you just how its hit the Church. Briefly. Can you tell me historically what has been the number one verse quoted from the scriptures, by Christians, non-Christians, Christian young people, non- Christian young people, the media, everything? What was the number one verse quoted historically by them? John 3:16. You know what the number one verse that is quoted now? Can anyone tell me now what scripture is quoted above anything else. What is number one quoted even by Christian young people? Judge not so that you may not be judged.

	 

	Listen, why? The minute you make a judgement you are saying there is hierarchy and that makes you a bigot and intolerant. We better wake up!’”3

	 

	Why? Because everything we believe in as Christians is at risk!

	Think about it! Because of this new definition of tolerance, they put on us, we’re now going to become the new enemy of the state! All that we believe in, all of Christianity, all the Scripture is based on absolute right

	 

	
and wrongs! Jesus is the only way to heaven, not one of many. The Bible declares that there is only one God; not several or that we can become gods ourselves. The very Ten Commandments are all absolute judgments of what’s right and wrong from God! You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, etc. You cannot tolerate that!

	Plus, how can all values be equal? What if someone’s “value” was to molest his or her children? Is that right? Am I supposed to accept that? If you bought into the new definition of Tolerance you would have to say yes. Yet, every ounce of your being says No! What if it was another person’s “value” to teach their children to steal for a living? What if it was a mother’s “value” to teach her daughter a fulfilling lifestyle called prostitution? What if father had a “value” he wanted to teach his son called being an abuser of women?

	Now can I tell you something? Some religions on the planet today do teach that! They treat women as prostitutes and they force into a subservient lifestyle and even kill them if they don’t like them. I’m supposed to accept that? In certain religious cultures today, people get their hands chopped off for stealing or their heads chopped off just for disagreeing. Do we agree with that? Should we tolerate that? I don’t think so!

	It’s true Biblical Christianity without compromise that’s freed people historically from these tyrannous belief systems by setting the standard of right and wrong! And yet, the enemy says we should not judge between right and wrong, and instead we need to tolerate anything as right and nothing as wrong, you need to be radically tolerant.

	But folks, you can call your sin whatever you want but it’s still sin and it still needs to be repented of and the Word of God is absolutely sure about it. When is the American Church going to realize that rationalizing, redefining, and relativism and radical tolerance is just another trick of the devil to get us to compromise and miss out on being used mightily of God? People of God, wake up! A powerful Christian life comes, not in flirting with sin but in fighting sin! And this is precisely what Billy Sunday said:

	 

	“He said, ‘I am against sin. Therefore, I’ll kick it as long as I’ve got a foot and I’ll fight it as long as I got a fist.

	 

	
I’ll butt it as long as I’ve got a head and bite it as long as I’ve got a tooth.

	 

	And when I’m old and fistless, footless, and toothless, I’ll gum it until I go home to glory!’”4

	 

	People of God, we cannot compromise. We cannot make excuses for our sin. We’ve got to fight it all the way to the end or we’ll never become that mighty army for Almighty God! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	Oh, but that’s not all! The second sign to indicate when a person has become a Compromising Christian is When You No Longer Believe in the Forgiveness of Sin. The second definition of the word compromise means “to expose to suspicion or to discredit.” And here’s how the devil uses this one. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t mean to tell me that every single one of your sins are forgiven? No! Surely there’s a catch somewhere. I mean come on everybody knows that nothing in life is for free.

	You might think a compromising belief is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that compromising belief leads to calamities. The first calamity is it Keeps You from Grabbing Hold of Your Destiny.

	 

	Ephesians 6:10-11 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”

	 

	People, the Bible declares that the moment you got saved, you not only had your sins forgiven by God, but you were made into a mighty warrior for God. That’s your destiny and that’s what the devil’s trying to keep you from seeing! Why? Because if we don’t believe God’s made us into a mighty warrior, you’re not going to act like a mighty warrior! This is the incredible news. Every single Christian is given the armor of God for one reason and one reason alone. To do battle against the enemy of our souls.

	 

	
And, the devil knows this. He knows it so well. So, here’s what he does. Since he can’t take away the armor of God, he simply gets us to compromise and not use the armor of God. How? By getting us to doubt the forgiveness of our sins! Oh, people of God wake up! Please do not miss this trap of the devil. It’s one of his most successful weapons he uses against the Church. This is how he keeps us from grabbing a hold of our destiny! Here’s what he does. He is so evil that he not only tempts us to sin, but once we sin, he whispers in our ears, “Look at you! You call yourself a Christian? Are you kidding me? God won’t forgive you for that one. Look at you! You’re not a mighty warrior. You’re a good for nothing failure.”

	I’m telling you, once you start doubting God’s forgiveness of your sins, it’s going to stop you dead in your tracks every single time! Then the next thing you know, instead of waging war as a mighty warrior for God, you’re actually sitting down on the battlefield of life in a heap of despair. Why? All because you listened to a pack of lies from the devil instead of the Word of God! Here’s what my Bible says!

	 

	1 John 1:8-9 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know how you can get any clearer than this, but the Bible says when we blow it, and we will, what do we go to do? We confess our sins and what? God will forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness! Not just some, but all of them! That means all of our sins, past, present, future are gone forever! Totally gone! Isn’t that cool!

	And this is why the Bible says it’s a mind-blowing thing to think that God would do something like that for us!

	 

	Micah 7:18,19 “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression. You will again have compassion on us; You will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.”

	 

	Isaiah 43:25 “I, even I, am He Who blots out your transgressions, for My own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”

	 

	
Hebrews 8:12 “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember

	their sins no more.”

	 

	Is that awesome or what? God remembers our sins no more! Corrie ten Boom, she talks about this in her book Tramp for the Lord. Here’s what she said:

	 

	“It was 1947 and I had come from Holland to defeated Germany with the message that God forgives. It was the truth they most needed to hear in that bitter, bombed-out land, and I gave them my favorite mental picture.

	 

	Maybe because the sea is never far from the Hollander's mind, I like to think that that's where forgiven sins are thrown.

	 

	‘When we confess our sins,’ I said, ‘God casts them into the deepest ocean, gone forever…Then God places a sign out there that says No Fishing Allowed!’”5

	 

	And boy, isn’t that our problem? We still go fishing after sins and torment ourselves with the memory of them, long after they’ve been totally forgotten by God! If He forgets about them, I think we need to too, amen? And people, this is the Good News of being born again! Jesus Christ rose again from the grave, which means when God forgives you as His child, He totally forgives you. Even to the point where He’s totally forgotten about them! God is not going to get you to heaven and pull down a screen and replay all of your sins, with your mother being there, throughout your entire life, for the whole universe to see! Are you kidding me? When Jesus Christ rose again from the grave that means that He erased your tape! If it was recorded, it’s gone! Your sins the Scripture says is blotted out, they’re buried into the deepest sea, it is remembered no more. And that means, we are right now perfectly loved, perfectly accepted and perfectly forgiven once and for all! Even to the point where I can embrace the very one in whom I committed the sins against, like this man was able:

	 

	
“He swore he would never go back to that place. He had seen too much killing, too many horrors. All that suffering reflected in that image. The old soldier is at the airport waiting to board his plane, and he looks at a picture he has carried with him of a man and a little girl. He is heading back to Vietnam to meet this little girl that is now a woman.

	 

	The picture is no larger than a postage stamp and it has made it from the dusty trail in Vietnam to a War Memorial to a book to a wallet to this bag on its way home. ‘This is the flight I’ve been looking for.’ He is going there to present the picture to the little girl, the daughter of the man he killed.

	 

	It's a cloudy Wednesday morning, rain is threatening, as Rich boards a van for the two-and-a-half-hour drive to Hon’s village. A drive through a world changing fast but still utterly different. They go past markets with people that are amazed to see this white-haired man. The village draws closer, in the van he fidgets, edgy, he says, ‘I had to bring flowers.’

	 

	Then suddenly Rich and Carol are here. They get out of the van to go meet the girl. Here is where that somber serious soldier lived and had children, to a place he never returned. Rich is asked, ‘How are you feeling?’ He answers, ‘Nervous’.

	 

	Then just around a stone wall he sees a woman and is sure she is the one he is there to see. ‘I already know her, I have seen her’. As he thinks of the picture and he takes a moment to compose himself. Then walks towards her. Now here they are. They have never laid eyes on each other before.

	They get closer and he hands her the flowers.

	 

	They have an interpreter but for a moment they don’t know what to say. They are intimate strangers. He recites a sentence he has learned in Vietnamese. He says ‘Today I return a photo of you and your father which I have kept for 33 years. Please forgive me.’

	 

	He takes the flowers from her arms and then they both cry and embrace each other. This terrible painful release.

	 

	
The whole village has turned out to see the photo returned. Once Rich had worried about formality but not now. He takes the envelope out of his bag and asks the interpreter to say to her, ‘This is the photo I took from her father’s wallet the day that I shot and killed him. And that I am returning it.’

	 

	She takes the picture and again breaks down in sobs, hugging Rich again. He holds her tightly as she cries on the picture of her father that she had lost so many years before.

	 

	In the company of former enemies, Rich felt as if his wounded soul had been stitched up and made new again. It was the power of forgiveness.”6

	 

	That’s the power of forgiveness. To know that you have been totally forgiven of the crimes you committed from the person you committed them to, to the point where you can now actually embrace them. That’s what Jesus Christ has done for us when He died on the cross and rose again from the grave! He’s prepared that scene for us in heaven. There you are one day, standing before the One whom we’ve sinned against, and blasphemed and mocked and spit upon and even played a part in the death of His Own Son! We expect to be nuked on the spot! But instead we hear, “What sin? I remember that no more! Come, embrace your Heavenly Father, forever, and stand up and get back on the battlefield of life and be that Mighty Warrior I created you to be!” Don’t listen to the lies of the evil one! One author puts it this way:

	 

	“The Christian life is like standing at one end of a long, narrow street lined on both sides with two-story houses. At the other end of the street stands Jesus Christ, and as we walk towards Him we grow in maturity. There is absolutely nothing in the street which can keep me from reaching Jesus.

	 

	But since this world is influenced by Satan, the row of houses on either side are inhabited by beings committed to keeping us from growing strong. So, they hang out the windows and call to us,

	 

	
‘Hey, look over here! I’ve got something you really want!’ or ‘Hey, try this, there’s nothing wrong with it. Or maybe it’s this one, ‘You’re a worthless idiot and boy you failed big this time. God can’t use you now!’

	 

	And even though these voices have no real power to block our path, the strategy works all too well. You see, many Christians treat life’s journey like a stroll through a shopping mall, instead of a race through a battlefield! And instead of staying focused on Christ, they give in to window-shopping at the enemy’s stores!

	 

	And the longer they linger, the easier it is for Satan to keep them from running to Christ! The whole tactic is to simply get our eyes off Jesus, slow down, sit down, stop, and if possible, give up on our journey to Jesus Christ.”7

	 

	People of God, whatever you do, don’t compromise by going window-shopping at the enemy’s stores. Don’t give an ear to his lies about not being forgiven by God. Why? Because if you do, you’ll be tricked into thinking that God can’t use you anymore. That you’re not a warrior, you’re a failure. And the next thing you know, you’ll stop fighting on the battlefield of life when the whole time you are still a warrior for God.

	So, people hear me and hear me loud and clear! If you’re a Christian you are a mighty warrior for God so get up and fight! Don’t give into the devils’ lies! Stand up you mighty warrior! Get back on the front lines! The Church of Jesus Christ needs you! Don’t listen to the devil.

	Listen to your Savior! All your sins have been forgiven, past, present, and future and cast into the deepest sea to be remembered no more! So, get up and fight! If the American Church is going to be all that we can be, then we’ve got to stand back up on the battlefield of life, shake off the lies of the enemy, and start fighting again for Jesus Christ! We’ve got to open our eyes to the tricks of the enemy, or we’ll never become that mighty Army for God Almighty.

	So, if you are reading this today and you’ve actually become a Compromising Christian, what do you do? It’s called repent, and ask for God’s forgiveness. This is the great news. Once you do, because God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and turn you from a

	 

	
Compromising Christian into a Committed Christian. A committed Christian isn’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not refuse to compromise with sin, but they’ll trust in the Savior’s forgiveness of sin all the way to the end, like Polycarp did:

	 

	“The year was 165 AD and Polycarp’s crime was that he refused to deny

	Christ and accept Caesar as Lord. So, Polycarp was put to death.

	 

	As he entered the stadium, the proconsul told him, ‘Repent and swear by the Genius of Caesar and I will release you.”

	 

	And Polycarp replied, ‘For 86 years I have been his servant, and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me? If you vainly suppose that I will swear by the Genius of Caesar, as you request, and pretend not to know who I am, listen carefully: I am a Christian. Now if you want to learn the doctrine of Christianity, name a day and give me a hearing.’

	 

	So, the proconsul replied, ‘I have wild beasts. I will throw you to them, unless you change your mind.’

	 

	But Polycarp said, ‘Call for them! For the repentance from better to worse is a change impossible for us.’ The proconsul now angered said, ‘I will have you consumed by fire, since you despise the wild beasts, unless you change your mind.’

	 

	But Polycarp replied, ‘You threaten with a fire that burns only briefly and after just a little while is extinguished, for you are ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and eternal punishment, which is reserved for the ungodly. But why do you delay? Come, do what you wish.’

	 

	And so, Polycarp was burned at the stake.”8

	 

	People of God, search your heart and ask yourself, “Would you, like Polycarp, be willing to follow Christ and burn out your life in a passionate flame for Him? Or are you still being tricked by the enemy to

	 

	
burn up your life in a flaming passion for sin? We better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s really out there doing whatever he can to destroy us!

	We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this serious! This is no time to be a Compromising Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s the satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Ten

	————————————

	The Destruction of the Corruptive Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was your average morning with people sleeping in their beds dreaming pleasant dreams before heading off to another hectic day of work. But little did they know that a full-blown nightmare was looming on the horizon.

	 

	At 3:42 AM that very morning, an unbelievable jolt struck just outside this industrial city with a population of nearly 1 million people.

	 

	And because of its timing, the destruction was made easy. Why? Because it struck in the middle of the night which meant that almost everyone in the city was still asleep. Therefore, most people were crushed to death without ever even waking up.

	 

	And even for the fortunate few who survived being crushed to death their fate wasn’t much better. Why? Because the power got knocked out and made the rescue efforts impossible in the dark. And therefore, many were left entombed within the debris.

	 

	
And as the dust finally settled, the damage was assessed. The once thriving city had become a wasteland with virtually all of the 180,000 buildings being completely demolished.

	 

	And the loss of life was absolutely horrifying with the lives of almost 500,000 people being snuffed out, never to wake again.

	 

	The year was 1976. The disaster was an earthquake. The place was,

	Tangshan, China.”1

	 

	How many of you guys heard of the Tangshan Earthquake? Maybe a few of us. And how many of you would agree it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Tangshan Earthquake, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that Chinese earthquake look like a mere burp? What if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now, today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian. And these are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ. What’s wild is that most wars go on for a few years or even longer. But the Satanic War on the Christian has been going on for the last 2,000 years non-stop and it’s sending people straight into hell! Most people will readily talk about all the other wars throughout history and all their atrocities, and rightly so, we have the History Channel, we need to talk about them! Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history, the satanic War on the Christian that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	Therefore, in order to stop getting duped and beat up all over the place, we’re going to continue in our study, The satanic War on the Christian. Now so far, we’ve seen if you are ever going to win a war, then the first thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy Is, what your Enemy is Like, The Tactic of your Enemy, The Destruction of you Enemy

	 

	
and then the third destruction is the Destruction of the Compromising Christian. We saw that the devil will trick us into no longer denying our flesh but in feeding our flesh. How? By becoming desensitized to sin with the mass media, or merely explaining it away like it’s no big deal. Once he gets us into this trap of sin, he comes in for the kill and gets us to doubt God’s forgiveness of our sins so we’ll never become who we really are in Christ, a mighty warrior of God. It’s satan’s ploy to get you to compromise to destroy you!

	Remember who we’re dealing with here folks, the devil. He is wicked, he is evil, he hates your guts, and he wants you dead! The fourth destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Corruptive Christian.

	 

	John 17:20-23 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in Me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in Me and I am in You. May they also be in Us so that the world may believe that You have sent Me. I have given them the glory that You gave Me, that they may be one as We are one: I in them and You in Me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that You sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me.”

	 

	According to the text it’s obvious. After Jesus finishes praying for Himself and then His disciples, He doesn’t even hesitate to pray for you and me, the Church and of all things for Jesus to be praying about for us is what? For us to be unified, right? Why? Because Jesus knew that one of the worst things you and I could ever do is to start fighting amongst ourselves and become divided, because then nobody would ever believe the gospel, right? We are the living proof that He is real! Therefore, Jesus lays it on the line and declares that if the world is ever going to believe in Him whom they’ve never seen, then His Church must dwell together in unity.

	The first sign to indicate when person is not a Unified Christian but a Corruptive Christian is When You Sound More Like Satan Than Your Savior. The first definition of the word corruption means “to change from good to bad, to become tainted or rotten.” And people this is one of the

	 

	
very first things the devil does to keep Christians from becoming a mighty army. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to be labeled as one of those mindless religious types who never gets to say what’s on your mind do you? I mean, after all, you know what’s best, right? I think you better say something about it?

	You might think a corruptive mouth is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a corruptive mouth leads to corruption. The first corruption is that it You Start Thinking Like the devil. The way he gets us to think like him is to simply not think on the things of God. Let’s take a look at why we need to think on the Word of God.

	 

	Psalm 119:9-11 “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to Your word. I seek You with all my heart; do not let me stray from Your commands. I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against You.”

	 

	People, the Bible declares that the Word of God not only shows us what sin is, but it keeps us from sin. That is, when we think upon the Word of God it protects us from a life of corruption. The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He knows it’s the faithful preaching of God’s Word that turns us from a life of corruption.

	And so, here’s what he does. If he can’t keep you from going to a Church service that teaches the Word of God, he just keeps you from listening to the Word of God. How? By getting us to complain! Oh, this is so slick!

	The devil knows if we stop thinking about God’s Word being preached to us and instead start thinking about our will, our way, our likes, and dislikes when it comes to a Church service, then he’s got us to phase one of his plan. I.E. He’s got us distracted. Once we’re distracted and start thinking about how things aren’t going our will, our way, the way we like them, then we’re tempted to enter phase two of his plan and complain about these likes and dislikes. Why? Because he knows that as soon as our mouths open up to complain in a Church service, guess what just happened? Your ears are no longer listening. For instance, we can say stuff like this, maybe you’ve heard it before.

	 

	
Well, why don’t you PREACH ON THIS? Why don’t you TEACH ON THAT?

	I didn’t come here to LISTEN TO THIS! I don’t want to HEAR THAT!

	 

	Why don’t we SING SONGS LIKE THIS?

	How come we have to SING SONGS LIKE THAT?

	I DON’T LIKE THOSE kinds of SONGS!

	 

	I think we should MOVE THE FLOWERS over here? I think we should MOVE THEM over here?

	WHY do we even HAVE FLOWERS in the FIRST PLACE! I HATE FLOWERS!

	Who BOUGHT FLOWERS?

	How much MONEY was SPENT on FLOWERS!

	 

	Hey somebody MOVED the PIANO!

	Where’d the ORGAN GO?

	There’s a DEVIL in the HOUSE of GOD!

	 

	Yeah, maybe it’s you! Sounds familiar? Yeah, and on and on it goes! And here’s the ruse, even though the Word of God is being preached right in from of you, you’re not learning a single thing! It’s going in one ear and out the other! Why? Because you got tricked into focusing on personal satisfaction instead of godly instruction, like this guy was:

	 

	“Jim Smith went to Church service on Sunday morning. He heard the organist miss a note during the prelude, and he winced. He saw a teenager talking when everybody was supposed to be bowed in silent prayer. He felt like the usher was watching to see what he put in the offering plate and it made him boil.

	 

	He caught the preacher making a slip of the tongue five times in the sermon by actual count. As he slipped out through the side door during the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, ‘Never again, what a bunch of clods and hypocrites!’

	 

	
Ron Jones went to Church service one Sunday morning. He heard the organist play an arrangement of ‘A Mighty Fortress’ and he was thrilled at the majesty of it. He heard a young girl take a moment in the service to speak a simple message of how her faith had made a difference in her life.

	 

	He was glad to see that the Church was sharing in a special offering for the hungry children of Nigeria. He especially appreciated the sermon that Sunday – it answered a question that had bothered him for a long time.

	 

	He thought as he walked out the doors, ‘How can a man come here and not feel the presence of God?’

	 

	Both men went to the same Church service, on the same Sunday morning. Each found what he was looking for. So, the question we need to ask is, “What are we looking for on Sunday mornings?”2

	 

	People of God, the reason why we gather together for Church services is not for personal satisfaction, it’s for personal transformation. How? By hearing the Word of God. But if all we think about is our will, our way, our likes, our dislikes, then just like that man, you’ll be in the right place alright, but you’ll never hear a single thing from the Word of God and your life will never be transformed! Rather, our goal should be to come and hear the Word of God so that we can better learn how to please God, not ourselves! I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	John 5:30 “By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and My

	judgment is just, for I seek not to please Myself but Him who sent me.”

	 

	John 8:29 “The One Who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.”

	 

	Romans 8:8 “Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.”

	 

	Romans 15:1 “We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the

	weak and not to please ourselves.”

	 

	
Romans 15:2 “Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.”

	 

	Romans 15:3 “For even Christ did not please Himself but, as it is written: ‘The insults of those who insult you have fallen on Me.’”

	 

	
	1 Corinthians 7:32 “I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs – how he can please the Lord.”



	 

	
	2 Corinthians 5:9 “So we make it our goal to please Him, whether we are



	at home in the body or away from it.”

	 

	Galatians 6:8 “The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”

	 

	Ephesians 5:10 “And find out what pleases the Lord.”

	 

	Colossians 1:10 “And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God.”

	 

	Colossians 3:20 “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this

	pleases the Lord.”

	 

	
	1 Thessalonians 4:1 “Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more.”



	 

	
	2 Timothy 2:4 “No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian



	affairs – he wants to please his commanding officer.”

	 

	Hebrews 11:5 “By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not

	experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him

	 

	
away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased

	God.”

	 

	Hebrews 13:16 “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”

	 

	
	1 John 3:22 “And receive from Him anything we ask, because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him.”



	 

	Why God why? Why does it seem I only get burderns instead of your blessings? Why do I never grow up! Why am I so weak and ineffective as a Christian? How come it stays the same year after year? Why God why? Well hello! Maybe it’s because you’re seeking to please yourself and not Him! Maybe it’s because you’re acting more like a Satanist than a Christian and He can’t bless you!

	How any times have we seen before, The #1 law of satanism is “Do what you wilt, shall be the whole of the law.” Have you ever thought of that? No! Of course not! Why? Because you’re too busy coming to Church services with self on the throne and that’s at the heart of satanism! The reason why we gather together for Church services is not for personal satisfaction, it’s for personal transformation. How? By hearing the Word of God. But, if all we think about is our will, our way, our likes, our dislikes, in other words:

	 

	Well, why don’t you PREACH ON THIS? Why don’t you TEACH ON THAT?

	I didn’t come here to LISTEN TO THIS!

	I don’t want to HEAR THAT!

	 

	Why don’t we SING SONGS LIKE THIS?

	How come we have to SING SONGS LIKE THAT?

	 

	Then it’s a sign that the enemy’s got you by the throat, you’ll be in the right place alright, but you’ll never hear a single thing from the Word of God and your life will never be transformed! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	 

	
The second corruption caused by a corruptive mouth is that You Start Talking Like the devil.

	 

	Ephesians 4:29 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

	 

	The Bible simply declares that you and I are to be very careful about the words coming out of our mouths. Why? Because positive words create positive results. But negative words create negative results as well. The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. He knows its positive encouraging words that build a powerful unity in a Church. So, here’s what he does. He gets us to use our words not to build each other up, but to tear each other down. How? By gossiping! The devil knows that if he can get us to start complaining and thinking like him, then pretty soon we’re going to start sharing that complaint and start talking like him. The next thing you know, our words are no longer positive they’re poisonous and they spread like gangrene in the Body of Christ.

	But you might think, “Hey come on. Don’t you think it’s a little extreme to say that a person’s gossip can actually destroy the Body of Christ? I mean, surely it can’t be that big of a deal.” Wrong! The Bible says we’re supposed to be peacemakers not troublemakers! And that’s why Paul says we need to be very careful about the words coming out of our mouths. Why? Because again, positive words create positive results, that creates peace. But negative words create negative results, which creates destruction.

	It’s one thing if you want to destroy yourself with your negative self-centered mindset, but it’s another thing to keep that negative mindset going with your mouth! It doesn’t stay with you. It spreads like a deadly infection. One negative word goes from one person’s mouth into another person’s brain. And then they get negative and start speaking with their mouth and it goes into another person’s brain, and on and on it goes! And the next thing you know, one negative mouth creates a horrible epidemic of one of the worst diseases of destruction of all time! And one of the most destructive mouth diseases the Bible warns about is called gossip! Not just saying negative words, but destructive words with your mouth!

	 

	
For those of you who may not know, let me break it down for you.

	Let’s make it simple. Gossip is simply talking negative about a person, behind their back, to another person. It is one of the most destructive sinful behavior’s you could ever do in the Church! And granted, different people have different ways to deal with it, like this guy. He did get creative:

	 

	“One day there was this lady named Betty, and she the town gossip and self-appointed supervisor of the town's morals, and so she kept sticking her nose into other people's business.

	 

	Now several of the local residents did not appreciative of her activities, but they feared her enough to maintain their silence. However, she made a mistake of accusing a local man named Ted one day.

	 

	She said he was an alcoholic and spread it all over town after she saw his pickup truck parked outside the town's only bar one afternoon.

	 

	So Ted, being a man of few words, stared at her for a moment and just walked away without saying a word.

	 

	And then later that evening, he parked his pickup truck in front of her

	house and left it there all night.”3

	 

	Seriously, I must admit, that’s a pretty creative way to deal with a person who gossips, but believe it or not, the Bible’s got a better way. It’s called confront them in love. That’s what we see in Matthew 18. The Bible says if you have a concern with a person, you need go to that person. Not some other person. Not behind their back. Not resort to trickery. But to that person. Why? Because the moment you go to another person and talk about that other person to them, you are gossiping, and it’s a horrible sin that causes massive destruction with your mouth! I didn’t say it. God did!

	 

	Proverbs 11:13 “A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person

	keeps a secret.”

	 

	
Proverbs 16:28 “A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip

	separates close friends.”

	 

	Proverbs 20:19 “A gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid anyone who

	talks too much.”

	 

	Proverbs 26:20 “Without wood a fire goes out; without a gossip a quarrel

	dies down.”

	 

	Romans 1:29 “They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips.”

	 

	
	2 Corinthians 12:20 “For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you want me to be. I fear that there may be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder.”



	 

	I don’t know about you, but I’d say gossip is one behavior you don’t want to be a part of! It destroys friends, people, Churches, and all kinds of things. And that’s not being a peacemaker, that’s being a troublemaker, just like Satan. Your negative mouth, because you wouldn’t shut off your negative mind, is causing destruction wherever you go, instead of peace. The irony is we act like God doesn’t see this when the Bible is clear, God sees it all, and He hears it all. So, knock it off! Watch your mouth! Be a peacemaker not a troublemaker! One guy puts it this way:

	 

	“Words will reveal what is in your heart, and when we share them, there is no secret room discussion. There is no private whispering hallway rendezvous. There is no closed-door conversation apart from God.

	 

	There is no phone conversation or text message that He’s not aware of

	because He sees and hears it all.

	 

	
In fact, scientists say that our voices set in motion sound waves. Those sound waves go on an endless journey through space. Had we instruments delicate enough to do it, we could pick up every word uttered by every human being that has ever lived on the face of the earth since man was first created, because their words are still floating around the universe.

	 

	We can’t recover those words, but God can.”4

	 

	Is that convicting or what? Now the problem is, God not only sees and hears it all, but so do other people and it becomes a horrible witness, like these guys admit:

	 

	“One Sunday afternoon a restaurant manager designated two rooms as a nonsmoking section to accommodate Churchgoers who were coming in for a bite to eat after their morning services.

	 

	And the busboy there said he was glad to see the large number of nonsmoking Christians but he then added, ‘They may not smoke, but you ought to hear them gossip.’

	 

	And then he said, ‘If we had a non-gossip section, nobody would be

	there.’”5

	 

	Wow! Not a good witness, is it? We’re supposed to be peacemakers not troublemakers. It spreads wherever you go whether you realize it or not! Unless you think this is truly not a satanic ploy to get you to cause corruption in the Church with your Mouth, acting like Satan, being a bad witness for Jesus causing destruction wherever you go, then let’s listen to those who are openly bent on destruction, working for satan. I’m going to share with you the actual list, according to witchcraft, of the seven most powerful demons and the weapons they use to destroy people:

	 

	
		REGE – He’s the General of the occult. He deals with such drugs as marihuana, hashish, cocaine, speed, LSD, peyote and mescaline. These are drugs of sorcery and are used to attack the mind and open it up for a demon to enter.



	 

	

		LARZ – He’s the demon of sexual lust, homosexuality, adultery, and



	other such sexual perversions.

	
		BACCHUS – He’s the demon of addictions, such as drugs, smoking,



	and alcohol.

	
		PAN – He’s the demon of the mind. He causes mental illnesses,



	depression, suicide, nerves, and rejection.

	
		MEDIT – He’s the demon of hate, murder, killing, war, jealousy, envy, and gossip.

		SET – He’s the demon of death. He incites wars, terrorism, genocide,



	etc.

	
		CHRISTIAN DEMON – This particular demon has no set name. He is so powerful that most witches won’t even bother him. His job is to weaken a Christian’s walk with the Lord by making him content, fail to live up to Church commitments, such as giving, soul-winning, church participation, etc. However, one of his most destructive tactics is to get Christians to talk about each other through gossiping and causing strife within the Church.6



	 

	Now let me get this straight. Two out of seven of the most powerful demons use gossip to cause destruction in the lives of Christians? Maybe gossip is a little more serious then we think. People of God wake up! The devil knows if he can get the American Church to talk more him than a born-again Christian, then they’ll not only destroy themselves but they’ll destroy a Church! Why? Because you surrendered you mouth to be a mouthpiece of the devil! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	The second sign to indicate when a person has become not a Unified Christian but a Corruptive Christian, is When You Behave More Like Satan Than Your Savior. The second definition of the word corruption means “to cause disintegration or ruin.” And here’s how the devil uses this one. He throws out the bait and says, “You don’t want to be labeled as one of those brainwashed religious types who always does what others tell you to do, right. I mean, after all, you know what’s best, right? I think you better do something about it.”

	You might think a corruptive deed is no big deal because after all it

	doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! This is a lie from the pit of hell

	 

	
because the devil knows that corruptive deeds leads to corruption. And the first corruption is You Start Acting Like the devil. I didn’t say that. God did! Let’s take a look as some of the corruptive behavior that God absolutely hates!

	 

	Proverbs 6:16-19 “There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.”

	 

	People, the Bible declares that one surefire way to be put on God’s hate list is to be a troublemaker. God not only hates it, He absolutely detests it. The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He can’t hurt God physically, but he can, if you will, hurt God emotionally. How? By getting you and me, His children to act like the devil himself, which grieves the very heart of God! People of God wake up! The devil knows that once he gets you and me to complain about each other and he gets us to gossip about each other, then pretty soon we’re going to start fighting with each other. And the next thing you know, Christians are no longer fighting the devil. No, no, no! Now they’re too busy fighting each other acting like the devil himself and it breaks the very heart of God!

	But you might think, “Hey come on. Don’t you think it’s a little extreme saying that Christians are acting like the devil when they fight against each other? I mean, it can’t be that big of a deal.” Wrong! Let me explain to you the process of destruction! Here’s where it gets really slick. First, we got tricked and seduced into focusing on self, which eventually gets us to complain with our mouth. But just to make sure things go our way, because remember it’s all about us, we now take matters into our own hands, and in case gossip doesn’t work, we resort to politics. We garner support behind the scenes and stir up trouble to get our own way.

	And even though this is clearly a negative motive, we mask it in such a way that it appears to be Positive. It’s a lie! We use words like, “Well, isn’t this what’s best for the company? Or isn’t this what’s best for the Church?” Or, “Can’t you see how this will benefit all of us? Won’t we all

	 

	
be better off is we just do this idea that I have?” We make it sound so spiritual, so honorable, so good for everyone, when it has nothing to do with everyone, it’s really about me, and what I want! That’s why the Bible cuts to the chase and calls it for what it is! It’s a selfish self-centered negative motive that has nothing to do with the benefit of others. It’s all about your own selfish self-centered desires! It’s a one-way ticket to Christians fighting each other! I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	James 4:1-3 “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

	 

	In other words, it’s all about you and if you don’t get it, start fighting! The Bible says the reason why there’s so much squabbling and fighting and picking and poking and politics in companies or Churches or whatever, is simply because people aren’t getting what they want! That’s it! That’s the negative motive. And the Bible says it will cause destruction wherever you go! And unless you think this is truly not a satanic ploy to get us to destroy each other then read a portion of this article again, of those who used to worship the devil. What is it that they use to bring down a Church? Let’s take a look:

	 

	“‘Christians are the satanists worst enemy.’ Says Doreen, a former satanist/Black Witch, ‘They are out to torment you, they are out to blackmail you, they will even kill you, they even tried to kill me when I came out of Black Witchcraft.’

	 

	One former Satanist says, ‘If you are in a Church where the spirit of God is really moving and where the word of God is really being preached and where prayer is really going up to Heaven for the Salvation of souls, then they are going to regard you as their mortal enemy and they are going to be out there trying anything they can to destroy and to kill and to maim because that is the character of Satan and that is also the nature of his

	 

	
followers. They will try to infiltrate your Church. They will try to set up whispering campaigns against the Pastor and the Elders. They may even try to seduce the Pastor.’

	 

	Glen, a former satanist tells his story, ‘For two years I was involved in the Baptist Church. I was constantly complaining about the Pastor’s sermons being too long, being too dry, causing discord between the people.

	Gossiping about others.’

	 

	Another former Satanist tells of his experience. ‘I was trained to learn all the Christian jargon like Praise the Lord, Hallelujah, and do all the right things and yet I had no more idea of Jesus being my Savior than the man in the moon.’

	 

	Glen further tells us, ‘If you can tear down the foundation of a Church then you have destroyed that Church and that is what every witch or satanist plans to do when they go into a Church, is to tear down that foundation and the rest of the Church goes quickly after that.’”7

	 

	Now, let me get this straight. You mean to tell me that the weapons Satanists use to destroy Churches is to get Christians to first start having a negative mind, so they’ll begin to complain and have a negative mouth which spreads to others that creates a negative motive, and the rest of the Church goes quickly after that. Why? Because of the leadership, of the deacons, no it was the music, the flowers, no it was the preacher and his sermons being too boring or long? No! That’s the illusion! That’s the lie! That’s the seduction! It was one negative mind that turned into a negative mouth that created a negative motive that spread to others and now the Church is full of satanic troublemakers fighting each other instead of being peacemakers! Do you get it?

	People, I’m here to tell you, if the American Church is going to be all that we can be, then we’ve got refrain from corruptive words and corruptive deeds. We’ve got to remain strong in love and unity or we’ll never become that mighty army for God! Once again, of all things to pray for, Jesus to pray for it was for our what? Our unity! Why? Because He knew that one of the worst things you and I could ever do is to start

	 

	
fighting amongst ourselves and become divided because then nobody would believe the gospel, and nobody will ever get saved and they’ll burn in hell with the devil forever! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	Therefore, if you’re going to fight, then let it not be each other.

	Fight against the devil, fight against the evil one! Resist him the Bible says and he will flee from you! Let us fight alright but fight to maintain our unity, fight to take care of each other and love each other all the way to the end, like this brother and sister did:

	 

	“A young man, not more than 22 or 23 years old barely able to stand. He has been beaten so badly.

	 

	Then there is an older man sitting at the dinner table trying to eat his meal. He is probably about 50 years old, still in his prime. But as you watch him eat you can see he is shaking so badly he can barely get his food in his mouth.

	 

	Behind him there is a conversation going on between two people, a man and a woman. The man is complaining that the dinner is burnt. His wife is telling him that she is sorry but she was busy changing Phet’s diaper. The man that is sitting at the table. She tells her husband that she will fix a new dinner for him.

	 

	Then he says, ‘That’s why!’ She asks, ‘What?’ He replies, ‘We can’t take care of him anymore. We both have to work!’ She looks at the man sitting at the table and tears start to form in her eyes. The husband tells his wife, ‘Our child is growing, our house is too small.’

	 

	They do not understand that he can hear all that they are saying. He looks at the mantle and the two pictures that are sitting there. One of himself and the other of his sister. They were so young. He remembers how he found his little sister crying. Her head was laying on her granny’s lap. They were so poor. He had told his little sister, ‘Don’t cry.’ But they were living with their grandmother and she was too old to supply the things they needed while in her care. The grandmother told the little girl that she couldn’t take

	 

	
care of her anymore and that she would have to go live with her brother. Now she was his responsibility.

	 

	‘Don’t cry.’ But how was he going to be able to take care of her. He had no job and he had no money. As he walks down the street trying to figure out what he is going to do, he sees a beautiful doll in the store window that he knows would make his little sister happy. He leaves the window and walks a little further down the street when he sees a sign on the wall saying, ‘Wanted, young man for Thai Boxing Fight 200-300 Baht-Fight’. He decides that if he can do that he might be able to get money for him and his sister to live and maybe even get her that doll he say in the window.

	 

	She is so unhappy. All she does is cry. He sees her holding a picture of their parents that are gone. As she is crying he slips the doll between her and the picture. He has received the money for the first fight. He says, ‘Let’s play, don’t cry.’ And she begins to laugh. Whatever happens in the ring is worth it just to see her laugh.

	 

	As he watches her smile he remembers how he arrived at the ring to fight he was so scared. He is so thin. The man in charge of the fight tells him, ‘Hey, don’t be scared. You will get paid even if you lose. Now go!’ She looks up at her brother and he has sores and bruises on his face. It makes her sad to see him hurt. He makes funny faces to make her believe he really isn’t hurt at all. He made it through the first fight seeming to be ok, so he signs up for more fights.

	 

	He even made himself some work out equipment. So, if he can build himself up he might even be able to win a fight. He works out the best he can and then gets back in the ring over and over. He is now providing for his little sister. And she is happy. He even has enough money now to pay for her school fee.

	 

	He keeps working out until one night he gets into the ring with a fighter that is about twice as big as he is. The fights not going to well. His trainer is asking, ‘Are you ok?’ It’s the fifth round, only one more round to go.

	 

	
‘Go! One more round. Go! He is feeling dizzy but the other guy doesn’t even look like he has been touched. He gets up and back into the fight but he can hardly stand and he keeps getting hit over and over again. He can’t take much more. He falls to the floor. Barely conscience.

	 

	As the old man is remember all that happened when he was you he hears the conversation between his sister and her husband. Her husband tells her, ‘My friend told me that there’s a rehab center for Parkinson patients.’ She asks, ‘Then?’ He says, ‘We should take him there.’ She slaps him.

	How can he say that? She says, ‘He is my brother. I won’t let someone else take care of him! Do you know what caused him to be like this?’

	 

	And she tells him how her brother fought to give her the life she had, how he was down for the count and he got up one more time just for her. To make it to the end of Round 5. Barely conscience but he knew he had to get through to the end. How he pulled himself together, staggered to the middle of the ring and proceeded to get beat up by the opponent that was twice as big as he was. He was beaten and kicked to a point he didn’t think he could stand another hit, but he saw his little sister in the back and knew he had to take it and not give up yet.

	 

	She is crying, she goes out to the front porch, trying to figure out how she can convince her husband to not send her brother away. The man at the table hears all that is going on. He feels so bad for his sister. She is crying. He pushes himself back from the table and gets up. He struggles to walk to the porch where his sister is sitting, crying. It hurts him so badly to see her cry. He stands beside her and hands her the little doll he had bought her so long ago. Why? Because Christians fight for each other, not at each other!”8

	 

	Let us fight the good fight, not each other, let us be a brother by their side. That’s how the Church is supposed to be. That’s when people get saved. That’s what the world is waiting to see. Christians who will step into the ring for each other, not step in the ring at each other.

	So, if you’re reading this today and you’ve actually become a

	Corruptive Christian, what do you do? It’s called repent, and ask for God’s

	 

	
forgiveness and people, this is the great news. Once you do, because God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and turn you from a Corruptive Christian into a Committed Christian. A committed Christian isn’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not only refrain from a life of corruption and sin, but they’ll give up their lives to bring corruption to an end, like Telemachus did:

	 

	“The year was 391 AD and Telemachus was a godly Christian man who lived in a remote village, tending his garden and spending much of his time in prayer.

	 

	However, one day he felt called to go to Rome by the Lord so he obeyed, setting out on foot. Weeks later he arrived in the city at the time of a great festival. So, Telemachus followed the crowd who was surging down the streets into a Colosseum.

	 

	There he saw the gladiators stand before the Emperor and say, ‘We who are about to die salute you.’

	 

	And suddenly, Telemachus realized that these men were going to fight to the death for the entertainment of the crowd. So, he cried out, ‘In the name of Christ, stop!’ But no one would listen.

	 

	He pushed his way through the crowd, climbed over the wall, and dropped on to the floor of the arena. And when the crowd saw this tiny figure rushing to the gladiators and saying, ‘In the name of Christ, stop!’ They thought it was part of the show and began to laugh.

	 

	But as soon as they found out it wasn’t a part of the show, the laughter turned to anger. And as Telemachus was pleading with the gladiators to stop, one of them plunged a sword into his body and he fell to the sand.

	 

	As he lay dying, Telemachus’ last words were, ‘In the name of Christ, stop!’

	 

	
And then a strange thing happened. The gladiators stood looking at the tiny figure lying there. A hush fell over the Colosseum. Suddenly, way up in the upper rows, a man stood and made his way to the exit. Then others began to follow. In dead silence, everyone left the Colosseum.

	 

	It was to be the last battle to the death in the Roman Colosseum. Never again in the great stadium did men kill each other for the entertainment of the crowd. Why? Because of one tiny voice that could barely be heard above the crowd, courageously spoke the truth in God’s name, ‘In the name of Christ, stop!’”9

	 

	Search your heart and ask yourself, “Are you, like Telemachus, being used of God to stop the corruption of this world? Or are you being used of the devil to start corruption in the Church?” And if that’s you then all I have to say is, “In the name of Jesus Christ, stop!” We better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he is really out there doing whatever he can to destroy us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this serious! This is no time to be a Corruptive Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s a satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Eleven

	————————————

	The Destruction of the Doubting Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was one of the biggest outbreaks of disease of all time. In fact, so horrific was this plague that it struck terror in the hearts of all Western Civilization and society was literally torn apart.

	 

	It all began with a seemingly mild headache that soon progressed to a few innocent looking spots on the skin, first red but then turning black. And in just a matter of days a high fever took over causing the glands to swell leading to an uncontrolled vomiting of blood.

	 

	Soon the people’s glands began to burst giving them a grotesque

	appearance right before they died an agonizing death.

	 

	In fact, so fast and so devastating was this plague, that in no time fields were left untilled and animals left to wander, bodies filled the rivers, and ships actually drifted out to sea full of dead crews.

	 

	People were so terrified of contracting this disease that one man who actually survived wrote this, ‘Brother forsook his brother, an uncle his nephew, a sister her brother, and oftentimes a wife her husband. And even

	 

	
more extraordinary and near incredible, fathers and mothers refused to

	visit or tend their very children, as if they had not been theirs.’

	 

	And when all was said and done, the destruction was massive. The entire European world was completely decimated. And the death toll caused 1/4th of the civilized world to be annihilated.

	 

	The year was 1347. The cause was a tiny flea. The plague was bubonic. Of

	course, I’m talking about The Black Death.”1

	 

	Now folks, how many of you have heard of the Black Death or Bubonic Plague? I think most of us have. And how many of you would it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Black Death, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster the Bubonic Plague look like a mere boo, boo. And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries.

	Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history. The satanic War on the Christian that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	Therefore, in order to stop getting duped and beat up all over the place, we’re going to continue in our study. We saw that you need to know The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you DON’T take this serious, what kind of destruction takes place, because that’s what they’re all about. And last time we saw the destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Corruptive Christian There we saw that the devil will actually trick us into self- destructing ourselves and self-destructing the Church. How? By getting us to think and talk more like Satan instead of our Savior and by getting us to behave more like Satan instead of our Savior by gossiping, slandering, and fighting against each other. You might as well strap a bomb to your belly and blow up a Sanctuary because that’s exactly what that kind of behavior does to a Church every single time! It’s Satan’s ploy to get you to be corruptive to destroy you and a whole bunch of people along the way!

	 

	
But that’s not all. Remember who we’re dealing with here folks, the devil. He is wicked, he is evil, he hates your guts, and he wants you dead! The fifth destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Doubting Christian.

	 

	Genesis 3:1-5 “Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, Did God really say, you must not eat from any tree in the garden? The woman said to the serpent, we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, you must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die. You will not surely die, the serpent said to the woman. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

	 

	According to our text, the very first thing the devil did to launch the fall of mankind and thrust us into a cursed creation was to use the weapon of what? It was the weapon of doubt, right? What did he say? Did God really say that? Doubt, right? The reason why the devil did that was because he knows that once we give into doubt, we’ll not only start to question God, but we’ll actually end up calling God a what? We’ll call Him a liar! You will not surely die, right?

	The first sign to indicate you’re becoming a Doubting Christian, and call God a liar, is When You Place Your Security into Something Else Besides God. People, the first definition of the word doubt means “to be skeptical or raise suspicions regarding one’s well-being.” And people this is another thing the devil does to keep us from becoming a powerful army for God Almighty. He throws out the bait and says, “Hey, I know having Jesus in your life is good and all, but did God really say He’d personally take care of you while you’re on this earth? I mean, don’t you think you should take measures to secure your own life, just in case?

	You might think a doubtful security in God is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! This is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a doubtful security leads to a devastation. The first devastation is that You Start Seeking a Perfect Bank Account.

	 

	
Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

	 

	People, the Bible simply declares that one of the dumbest things a Christian could do with their life is to what? Is to waste it, all their time and all their energy, in stockpiling treasures on earth, right? Why?

	Because what did Jesus say? It not only steals your heart away from Him, but because it’s not secure! It cannot and will not last forever and therefore leads to a wasted life, right? Therefore, a smart Christian is one who invests all their time, all their treasure, all their talents, and all their tongue into what? Storing up treasures in heaven living for the Kingdom of God, right? Why? Because that’s the only thing that lasts forever!

	That’s the only truly secure thing in life, right?

	Talk about the ultimate witness to the lost! I mean, can you imagine running into a Christian who cares more about giving their time, treasure, talents, and tongue to the Lord’s work than what’s going on at Wall Street? I mean, can you imagine running into a Christian who could give a rip about the Stock Market or Dow Jones report or the state of the economy? I mean, gee whiz, the first question out of their mouth is going to be, “How in the world do you do that? I mean, here I am sweating like pig running the rat race day in and day out to secure my own future and you just keep giving yours away like there’s something more important to live for. And not only that, the whole time you’re full of peace and assurance that I just can’t find anywhere. Man, whatever your secret is, I want it now!”

	And people the devil knows this. So, here’s what he does. If he can’t keep us from turning to Christ and going to heaven, he simply tricks us into wasting our lives before we get to heaven. How? By investing in an earthly retirement more than a heavenly one. The devil knows if we start seeking security in anything outside of Jesus, including a pile of cash, then ultimately, we’ll end up just as greedy and just as insecure as the rest of the world.

	 

	
Correct me if I’m wrong, but is this not the insane mantra of our society today. They say you have to get a good education so you can get a good job so you can get a lot of money to buy things you don’t need to impress people you don’t know who in the end don’t even care, right?

	Then they say you have to secure this way of life by spending even more time making even more money so you can stockpile it away until you have enough to do what? Here’s the big goal. That’s right! Spend the rest of your days sitting around doing whatever you want as well as buying even more things you don’t need to impress even more people who in the end, still don’t even care! That’s not only insane, it’s unbiblical! Where in the Bible does it say we’re to stockpile cash on earth so we can do whatever we want with our life and buy endless things we don’t even need?

	Answer? Nowhere!

	So, the question is, “How in the world does the devil get us to fall for this lie when the Bible clearly says we shouldn’t live like this?” Well, the first way he does it is by Words of Fear. Read the newspaper or watch the TV and what fearful message is drilled into our heads every single day in day out? Is your life secure? Do you have enough money? What if something happened to you? Do you have insurance? What about your kids? What about your family? How will you survive? And the next thing you know we line up by the truckloads to buy their so-called secure solutions from a what? A media generated fear.

	The investment houses spend billions of dollars each year advertising the investments that they have for sale.2 At 14 percent of the Gross National Product, health care spending reached $1.6 trillion in 2003. Considering this enormous expenditure, we should have the best medicine in the world. We should be reversing disease, preventing disease, and doing minimal harm. However, careful and objective review shows the opposite. Because of the extraordinary narrow context of medical technology through which contemporary medicine examines the human condition, we are completely missing the full picture.3 Billions of dollars are spent each year for herbal and vitamin supplements4 Americans spent

	2.3 billion dollars on ‘antioxidant’ supplements last year.5

	Unless you think it’s not a media generated fear, listen to this. Did you know that investment houses spend billions of dollars every single year just to advertise their investments? Why? Because they know if they

	 

	
scare us enough, we’ll end up giving them billions and billions more to do what? So, they, not Jesus, can secure our future for us, right? So, the next thing you know, rather than trusting in Jesus and living a life for Him, we squirrel away every cent into a so-called retirement bin. Why? Because we listened to their words of fear!

	And again, I’m not saying you shouldn’t invest or be financially responsible. But the point is, if that’s all you live for, you’re headed for an insecure nightmare! Just ask some the richest men who ever lived:

	 

	“In 1923, a very important meeting was held at the Edgewater Beach Hotel in Chicago. In attendance were nine of the world’s most successful financiers, men who had found the secret of making money. Now, decades later, let us see what happened to these men.

	 

	The president of the largest independent steel company, Charles Schwab, died bankrupt and lived on borrowed money for five years before his death.

	 

	The president of the largest utility company, Samuel Insull, died a fugitive from justice and penniless in a foreign land.

	 

	The president of the largest gas company, Howard Hopson, went insane. The greatest wheat speculator, Arthur Cotton, died abroad, insolvent.

	The president of the New York Stock exchange, Richard Whitney, spent time in the famous Sing-Sing Penitentiary.

	 

	The member of the President’s Cabinet, Albert Fall, was pardoned from

	prison so that he could die at home.

	The greatest ‘bear’ on Wall Street, Jesse Livermore, died a suicide.

	 

	The head of the greatest monopoly, Ivan Krueger, died a suicide.

	 

	The president of the Bank of International Settlements, Leon Fraser, died a suicide.

	 

	
All of these men learned well the art of making money, but not one learned how to live.” And might I add, neither were their lives filled with joy.”6

	 

	When are we going to learn that no matter how big your bank account gets, it is no guarantee that you’re ever, ever, ever, going to be happy let alone secure. In fact, it looks to me like it makes things worse not better! Why? Because one plummet from the stock market and your whole financial future could bottom out overnight. And so, guess what? Your security bottoms out too.

	People, we have got to wake up! We’re getting robbed! There’s nothing wrong with being responsible and saving a thousand dollars or even having a retirement plan. Go ahead and enjoy them. But here’s the point. Don’t make the mistake of placing your security in them. Why? Because Perfect Bank Accounts don’t last forever and they can’t provide us with lasting peace. That’s exactly why the Bible has a better way. What did Jesus say? Do not store up treasures on this earth! Stop it! Why?

	Because it cannot last forever. It takes your heart away from God, it cannot give you security, and besides, there’s much more important things to do with it, like this guy learned:

	 

	“During World War II German industrialist Oskar Schindler spent millions bribing German officials so he could rescue over 1,100 Jews from the Auschwitz concentration camp.

	 

	Schindler is telling his assistant Stern, ‘I could have got more out, I could

	have got more.’

	 

	Stern replies, ‘I don’t know.’

	 

	Schindler says, I could have got more!’

	 

	‘Oskar, there are 1,100 people who are alive because of you. Look at them.’ Gruber tries to tell him.

	 

	
But Schindler says, ‘If I made more money. I threw away so much money.’ He laughs a little then starts to cry. ‘You have no idea. If I had just…’

	 

	Stern tells him, ‘There will be generations because of what you did.’ Schindler replies, ‘I didn’t do enough’.

	Stern says, ‘You did so much!’

	 

	Schindler starts to walk towards his car. ‘This car. Goeth would’ve bought this car. Why did I keep this car’ Ten people right there.’ He looks at the people that are crowded behind them. ‘Ten people. Ten more people.’ He reaches for a pin that is on his lapel. ‘This pin. Two people. This is gold. Two more people. He would have given me two for it; at least one. He would have given me one, one more. One more person. A person, Stern.

	For this.’

	 

	He starts to cry harder and loses his balance, falling onto Stern. ‘I could have gotten, could have gotten, one more person and I didn’t. And I – I didn’t!’

	 

	As he falls to his knees crying. At that point, the crowd of people come forward to hold him, to hug him what he has done.

	 

	Do not store up for yourselves treasure on earth where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasure in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is there your hear will be also.”7

	 

	In light of that story, ask yourself. Is the stock market more important than the Savior? Is the economy more important than eternity? Is a CD more valuable than saving a soul? People, wake up! Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also! Stop and think about what we’re doing! We’re more concerned about a powerful economy than saving a

	 

	
person from hell! We’re not just being poor examples of a Christian’s Schindler’s List, but ask yourself, is there anyone on your list? Is there? Or are you too busy storing up treasure on earth as people go straight to hell! Why? Because you got tricked and seduced into placing your security into something else besides God! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	The second sign to indicate when you’re becoming a Doubting Christian, is calling God a liar, is When You Place Your Future into Something Else Besides God. The second definition of the word doubt means this, “to question or become fearful of one’s safekeeping.” And people, here’s what the devil does with this one. He throws out the bait and says, “Hey, I know having Jesus in your life is good and all, but did God really say He’d personally watch over you until you get to heaven? I mean, don’t you think you should secure your own future, just in case?

	You might think a doubtful future in God is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! This is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that doubtful future leads to devastation. The first devastation is You Start Seeking a Perfect Life.

	 

	1 Peter 4:12-13 “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

	 

	People of God, the Bible simply declares that we not only should not be surprised by painful trials, but what? We need to rejoice in them, right? Why? Because if Jesus suffered and we belong to Him, then it’s an honor to suffer right along with Him, right? Therefore, it’s obvious. God has not promised us a perfect life, but a what? A painful one, right?

	Talk about the ultimate witness to the lost! I mean, can you imagine running into a Christian who’s never bothered by trials and actually rejoices whenever problems come their way? I mean, gee whiz, you know the first question out of their mouth is going to be, “How in the world can you do that? I mean, I’ve seen what you’ve gone through and most people would have gone crazy by now, but you’re still full of joy!

	Man, whatever your secret is, I want it now!”

	 

	
And people the devil knows this. So, here’s what he does. If he can’t keep us from rejoicing in Christ when the trials do come, he simply tricks us into thinking that trials should never come in the first place.

	How? By investing in an earthly insurance instead of a heavenly one. The devil knows if we start seeking security in anything outside of Jesus, including a pain free life, then ultimately, we’ll end up just as frightened and just as scared as the rest of the world.

	So, the question is, “How in the world does the devil get us to fall for this lie? Simple! The first way he does it is by Words of Fear. Read a newspaper, or watch the TV and what’s yet another fear drilled into our heads every single day in and day out? Is your future secure? Do you have enough insurance? Are you eating properly? Do you exercise? What if something happened to you? What if your car broke down? What if your house burned down? What if a flood came? What if your health started to fail? What would you do? How will you survive? The next thing you know we line up by the boatloads to buy their so-called insurance from what? A supposed pain free life.

	And lest you think we don’t, listen to this. Did you know in 2003 alone we spent $1.6 trillion dollars on health care making it 14% the Gross National Product? And last summer it rose to 3.35 trillion? Did you know that billions of dollars are spent every single year for herbal and vitamin supplements? In fact, in 2015 alone one in every 5 adults used herbal supplements and spent $21 billion! And now Doctors are saying, “Americans waste $28 billion a year on vitamins, because clinical trials are showing it isn’t making a difference!”

	Why? Because they’ve got us scared to death of anything bad happening to us! So now we give them billions of dollars to do what? So, they, not Jesus, can secure our future, right? Why? Because we listened to their words of fear! And gee whiz, you’d think with the trillions of dollars we spend every year that we’d have a pain free life by now, right? Well, apparently, it’s doing just the opposite!

	Did you know that doctors and the so-called modern health care system is the leading cause of death in this country? Not heart disease, not cancer, but doctors. Don’t believe me? Take a look at these stats.

	 

	
Did you know that not only is 56 percent of the population of the United States is treated unnecessarily by the medical industry, or in other words 50,000 people per day, but that doctors and the so-called modern health care system is the LEADING cause of death in this country? Not heart disease, not cancer, but doctors.
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	Keep in mind that the annual death rate for heart disease rate is only 699,697 and the annual death rate for cancer is only 553,251.

	 

	Also keep in mind that during the Revolutionary War 25,000 Americans died. During the Civil War nearly 500,000 people died. During WWI over 100,000 people died. During WWII about 400,000 Americans died. And both the Korean and Vietnam wars killed about 113,000 people. Yet, in one year alone 999,936 people die from doctor related incidents? Do the math and you will see that all the deaths from all these wars over all those years is only 1,138,000! Doctors kill more than that in less than 1 year and three months!8

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know about you, but if you do the math, doctors kill as many people as all those wars combined in just 1 year and 3 months! So much for getting a pain free life! I think I’ll stick with God, how about you? In fact, not only is apparently God safer, but as one guy points out, so are guns! Check this out!

	 

	
Number of physicians in the US: 700,000.

	Accidental deaths caused by physicians per year: 999,936.

	 

	Number of gun owners in the US: 80,000,000.

	Number of accidental gun deaths per year (all age groups) 1,500.

	 

	This means that statistically, doctors are about 72,000 times more dangerous than gun owners. Therefore, since not everyone has a gun, but everyone has at least one doctor, we need to alert our family and friends to this alarming threat and we’ve got to petition congress to ban the use of doctors before this gets out of hand!9

	 

	Please don’t misunderstand me. I’m not saying don’t ever go to the doctor. Hello! I’ve been to the doctor and I’m sure you have too. Here’s my point. I’m saying don’t put your security into one for a pain free life! Why? Because God never said we’d have one! He certainly never said if we spent all our gold into buying enough insurance and enough health care and enough vitamins and enough exercise equipment that we’d never go through trials. No! But that doesn’t keep us from trying! Nobody wants to take the time or effort to discover where true Biblical lasting peace and security comes from. And I’m talking even in the Church! They’d rather pop any pill or pay any price just so they can have this false assurance of having a so-called perfect life this side of heaven, when it’s a lie! Don’t believe me? Ask this guy if popping pills fixes everything:

	 

	“Have you all ever seen these commercials where these pills, medication you take for one thing but they list like a hundred side effects. Like they are just scrolling for a minute and you’re thinking, “Is that really a good trade?” It can’t be a good trade.

	 

	People say, “I can take the headaches, nausea, and vomiting, to make my

	elbow feel better.”

	 

	Tim Hawkins, a comedian, is on stage, twirling his arm around, saying,

	“It’s really worth it. It is.”

	 

	
Then as he is showing everyone that his arm no longer is hurting him, he screams, and grabs his head with a horrible headache. He screams "OW, OW!!” “I can move it around, play with the kids, and I can…”

	 

	Then all of a sudden, he is gagging and then he vomits. But then he stands up again, moving his arm around and says, “I have full range of motion here.”10

	 

	That would be funny if what? It wasn’t so true! Oh yeah, I got rid of my headache, but now I have liver disease, lung cancer, and one eye, my leg fell off, but hey, I feel much, much better! I’m not talking just about people in the world, hello, I’m talking about people in the Church! Correct me if I’m wrong, but it’s gotten so bad that people, yes even in the Church, will buy any book and pop any vitamin jump on any latest craze just to have that so-called perfect life. When are we going to learn, I don’t care how many pills you pop and how many vitamins you ingest, you’re not going to stop the inevitable! Sooner or later, wake up, you are going to start falling apart.

	For instance, one morning you’re going to wake up and realize that the twinkle in your eye is merely a reflection from the sun on your bifocals. And your wild oats have turned into Prunes and All Bran. In fact, you had a dream about Prunes! And your knees might buckle but your belt won’t. And your idea of weightlifting is just standing up. Your happy hour has now become a nap. And your idea of a night out is sitting on the patio. And your address book mostly contains names that start with Dr. Your ears have more hair than on than your head! And you have a party and the neighbors don't even realize it. In fact, people call you at 9PM and say, “Did I wake you?” That’s right folks, the ultimate sign is when you realize the little old gray-haired lady you helped across the street is your wife.

	Face it, people, one day that’s going to be you!

	Here’s my point. Deep down inside, we all know, hello even as Christians, that we aren’t guaranteed a perfect life, right? Time is going to catch up with us, right? That doesn’t keep us from trying though, does it? No! Here’s what we do! Instead of receiving a true lasting security in Christ, this devil tricks us into looking for a false security in a so-called perfect life. And on and on it goes! This is not heaven! Heaven comes

	 

	
later! And the longer you wait to realize this, you’re not just causing yourself a lot of unnecessary pain, you’re headed for a rude awakening! One day your search for a so-called fountain of youth is going to turn into a waterfall of wrinkles. And so, guess what? Your security wrinkles up too.

	People don’t misunderstand me. There’s nothing wrong with being happy about eating right or having good health. Go ahead and enjoy them while you can. But just don’t make the mistake of placing your security in them. Why? Because Perfect Body’s don’t last forever.

	 

	1 Peter 1:24 “As the prophet says, ‘People are like grass that dies away;

	their beauty fades as quickly as the beauty of wildflowers.’”

	 

	People, the Bible is clear. Flabbiness comes and muscle tone goes, and so does trying to find security in them. But if you seek security in God, you’re going to be able to rejoice, even if all our youthfulness has faded away. Why? Because God never said we’d have one this side of heaven! And He certainly never said if we spent all our gold on buying enough insurance and enough health care and enough vitamins and enough exercise equipment that we’d never go through trials. No! He’s promised us something better! He said, when we go through trials He’ll turn them into gold!

	Since we have such a hard time believing this, I’m going to share with you just a few of the reasons I’ve come up with showing how we really can be blessed, that’s right I said blessed, by a painful life. Pay attention! It can be used to help expose our sin nature, to keep us from becoming spiritually lazy, to cause us to be a blessing to others, to teach us that God is God and we are not, to make us more like Jesus, to keep us from wasting our lives To make us more humble, to make us more joyful, to make us more loving, to produce a powerful testimony, to produce a powerful character, to steer you into a new direction, to build your faith, to get you to appreciate fellowship, to teach you the power of praise, to discipline you, to see what you’re made of, to make you more thankful, to purify your service, or maybe even to get you saved.

	But here’s my point. I don’t know about you, but it really looks

	like our painful trials, not a pain free life, really are some of the best things

	 

	
that could ever happen to us, right? No wonder Peter said to rejoice in them! How many times does the Bible have to say it? God’s never promised us a perfect life, but a what? A painful one! And people, when are we going to learn that the Suffering Servant is the example Christ has left for us to follow? Not the physically fit servant, not the forever healthy servant, but the Suffering Servant. In fact, sometimes it’s seeing God’s children rejoice through suffering as well as knowing that God is a God Who is well acquainted with suffering, that turns out to be one of the greatest witnesses of all to those who’re currently suffering, like it was for these guys:

	 

	“John McAllister sits in his wheelchair suffering from a degenerative nerve disease. His once 6-foot 3-inch frame is withering away. His white abdomen is exposed along with a patch and a permanent feeding tube in which a nurse plunges in lunch.

	 

	Months pass and John’s wheelchair now sits unused in the corner. He’s too weak to sit in it much. Breathing is heavy labor. Calling out is impossible. He needs to call out tonight. In the darkness an ant finds him. The scout sends for others and they come. First hundreds, then thousands.

	 

	A noiseless legion inch its way down the chimney, across the floor, secretly crawling up his urine tube, up, over and onto his bed. They fan out over the hills and valleys of John’s blanket, tunneling under and onto his body. He is covered by a black, wriggling, invasion.

	 

	John’s wife, along with a nurse, found him in the early morning with ants still in his hair, mouth and eyes. His skin in badly bitten and burned. John is a Christian. His God can see in the dark. Why, in the name of heaven why? This is suffering stalking a person down and ripping into his sanity.

	 

	This is affliction spinning out of control. Or is it God’s idea of

	accomplishing something deep and profound in our lives?

	 

	Another friend, Gloria, fell into deep anguish over the dismal prognosis of

	her daughter’s illness. Little Laura had already suffered enough from the

	 

	
degenerative nerve disorder she had been born with, and now the doctors’

	forecast included more suffering and impending death.

	 

	One night after leaving her daughter’s bedside, she spat, ‘God, it’s not right. You never had to watch one of your children die!’ As soon as the words escaped, she clasped her hand over her mouth. He did watch child die. His one and only Son.

	 

	Or there’s the stressed-out firefighter who rolled up his sleeves revealing the smooth ends of two stumps where hands should be. They were burned off in a blaze whereupon he lost his job. The fireman didn’t need a briefcase full of words. He needed the Word. The Word made flesh – gouged, with nail-pierced wrists, hands nearly ripped off. Spat upon, beaten bloody, with flies buzzing and hatred hammering.

	 

	Here the fireman stopped thinking of God as a meditating mystic on a faraway mountain. No longer was He an abstract deity. Nothing neat and tidy about Him.

	 

	God got messy when He smeared His blood on a cross to save people from hellfire. This held a strange appeal for this man who had injured himself rescuing others from the flames.”11

	 

	People, when are we going to learn that God is a God Who is well acquainted with suffering? And because He is well acquainted with it, He alone has the ability to make something great out of it. People, stop and think about it! Either God is God over all, including suffering, or He’s not God at all. Anything less than this is calling God a liar! And until we see this, we’ll not only miss out on a peaceful walk with Christ, but we’ll end up giving a false impression of Christ! God has never promised us a perfect life on earth.

	If you give into this lie of this world or even the false teachers who say you can guarantee yourself a so-called perfect life if you have just enough money, or just enough insurance, or just have enough faith, then you’re not only calling God a failure, but you’re calling God a what?

	 

	
You’re calling Him a liar! Why? Because you got tricked and seduced into placing your future into something else besides God!

	People, think of the sick and twisted irony here! God has never promised us a perfect bank account and He’s never promised a perfect life, but once we give into doubt and think He has and we don’t get it, then guess who looks like a liar! God! So, in the end, the devil, who is the father of all lies, actually tricks us into calling God the Father the father of lies! Do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	Therefore, it’s time to listen to God. True security comes not by trying to hoard money for only your life but invest money in the lives of others. It’s not about seeking to create a life without problems but rather when you see a problem you turn them into something beautiful, like this man did:

	 

	“A man is walking down the street when suddenly water falls on his head. He looks up and he see there is a drain that is letting the water fall to the ground. Close to where the water is falling there is a dead plant that was all dried up. He moved it over to the spot where the water was dropping. He walks further down the street when he sees a little lady trying to push her cart up over the curb to get onto the sidewalk. He runs over to help her lift the heavy cart so she can be on her way.

	 

	Then he ends up at the little café where he is eating his lunch and a dog comes over and taps his leg. He man looks at the dog then he looks at his plate. He takes the chicken that he just bought and gives it to the dog.

	Another man is watching from his little shop and see’s the dog eat the

	guys chicken and just shakes his head.

	 

	After this guy is finished with his lunch he proceeds to walk down the street and he comes across a mother and daughter, begging on the side of the road. The can that they are collecting money in says ‘education’. So, he puts money into the can. It was all he had in his wallet. Again, the shop keeper shakes his head. When he gets home he puts a surprise bunch of bananas on his neighbor’s door. The little old lady that lives there peeks

	 

	
out her door as he is walking away. What does He get in return for doing this everyday?

	 

	The next day, he passes the plant that is getting the water from the drain. Again, the little lady is stuck at the curb and needs his assistance to get her cart up on the sidewalk, and once again the dog is tapping his leg for some more chicken. The mother and daughter are sitting on the side of the street asking for money and he again give her all he has in his wallet. And again, the shop keeper just shakes his head. Today he is riding the bus and he offers his seat to a lady that is standing by him. Another bunch of bananas go on his neighbor’s door. He gets nothing. He won’t be richer. Won’t appear on TV. Still anonymous.

	 

	He checks the plant, helps the lady with her cart, and not a bit more famous. He feeds the dog, but as he is getting closer to home he realizes the dog is following him. He goes to where the mother and daughter usually sits but the daughter is gone. Then he hears a little girl yell and he turns to see her running towards him in her uniform from school. They had saved enough for her to get into school. He smiles at the little girl.

	 

	What he does receive are emotions. The shopkeeper is amazed at what he sees. He witnesses happiness. Reaches a deeper understanding. Feels the love. Receives what money can’t buy. The plant is now green and growing into a bush, the lady with a cart has given him a job, the dog has moved in with him. A world made more beautiful. And in your life, what is it that you desire most? Where your treasure is there your heart will be also.”12

	 

	Folks, that’s what the world is waiting to see. Not a greedy Christian, but a giving Christian. One who invests into the lives of others. Not a Complaining saint, but a Compassionate saint. One who helps others, fixing their problems, one day at a time, as they come up, giving this world a taste of heaven in Jesus Name.

	Therefore, if you’re here today and you’ve become a Doubting Christian, what do you do? It’s simple. It’s called repent, and ask for God’s forgiveness. And people this is the great news. Once you do, because God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and

	 

	
turn you from a Doubting Christian into a Discipled Christian. People a Discipled Christian isn’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not only not be surprised by a painful life, but they’ll keep on shining for Jesus no matter how much pain is in their life, just like this lady did:

	 

	“Karla Larson is a woman in her thirties who is desperate to understand a few reasons why. Severe diabetes is the root of it all. Both legs amputated. A heart attack. A kidney transplant. Constant battles with collapsed veins. Severe edema and legally blind.

	 

	When we first met at one of our JAF Family Retreats, I remarked, ‘Karla, I’m amazed you were able to make it’ to which she replied with a grin, ‘I thought I’d better come before I lost any more body parts.’ She hasn’t lost her sense of humor.

	 

	In fact, she recently mailed me one of her body parts. I opened the shoe box and discovered a used prosthetic foot with a note attached, ‘Since all of me can’t be with all of you all the time, I thought part of me would just have to do!’

	 

	If Karla is distressed, it is for the comfort of others. If she is suffering, it has a bearing on the salvation of those around her. Maybe it’s Christie, her transplant nurse, cool-headed in the operating room but cold-hearted about spiritual things.

	 

	Maybe it’s the other nurses at the clinic who spend their coffee break whining about new regulations. Perhaps her friends of the Church whose major problems are menopause and mid-life crisis. Maybe it’s the coworkers from her old office, neighbors down the street, or the bag boys and grocery clerks who always greeted her at the supermarket.

	 

	When people who face lesser conflicts – like sow bugs in the shower – when they see someone handle greater conflicts, it speaks volumes. They learn something very powerful about God from observing you. Jesus isn’t around in the flesh, but you and I are. When we suffer and handle it with

	 

	
grace, we’re like walking billboards advertising the positive way God

	works in the life of someone who suffers.

	 

	Karla shames the worldly wise who scoff at God. She shames the stiff- necked who trust in their strength. She casts shadows on them, and they know it. They can’t hold a candle to her gritty, gutsy, faith. But that’s good. How else would their boasting be nullified?

	 

	How else would they be stripped of confidence in their slim waistlines, tights abdominals, flashy photogenic smiles, big brains, bucks, and brass plaques on their office walls?

	 

	Karla may lose another finger – and if she does, the watching world will be forced to swallow its pride and drop its jaw in disbelief at her tenacious trust in God. Either she is mad or there is a living God behind all of her pain who is more than a theological axiom. Her life is living proof that He works.”13

	 

	Search your heart and ask yourself, “If you lost all your limbs one by one day after day, would you, like Karla Larson, still be able to have a sense of humor?” Or have you been tricked and seduced by the devil to act like everybody else who’s down in the dumps getting mad at God because you don’t have a perfect bank account with a perfect life?

	We better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s out there doing whatever he can to destroy us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high and millions of lives are at risk. If we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this serious! This is no time to be a Doubting Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s the satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Twelve

	————————————

	The Destruction of the Depressing Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It all began in the sixteenth century when a small cabin boy committed a seemingly innocent act of rebellion. All he did was sneak off his boat and make his way to the shore of a newly discovered territory called Mexico. But the problem was, the boy was infected with a killer virus.

	 

	And because of this act of rebellion, in no time at all, millions of people both young and old became infected as well. And in a matter of days, a seemingly mild rash appeared, that soon progressed to a high fever, then vomiting, and finally an aching all the way into the bones. And the next thing you know, one out of every two people died a horrible death!

	 

	In fact, one survivor put it this way. He said, “When it all began, it spread all over the people with great destruction. Some were covered with pus pockets all over their bodies, including their faces and heads. They could not walk. They only lay in their resting places and beds. They could not move, they could not stir, they could not change positions, nor lie in one side, nor face down, nor on their backs, because if they stirred at all they cried out in great pain and anguish.”

	 

	
And so great was the stench of the dead that people fled in utter terror. And what the virus didn’t kill, the ensuing famine and pestilence did, as society shut down while dogs and vultures devoured the bodies. And as a result, it was said that the Horsemen of the Apocalypse had come to Meso- America.

	 

	The year was 1518. The death toll was over 20 million. The killer virus was of course, smallpox!1

	 

	Now folks, how many of you guys heard of the Yucatan Small Pox? Okay, I think most of us have. And how many of you guys would believe it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Yucatan Small Pox, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes small pox look like a case of the pimples? And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. Folks, I’m talking once again about the Satanic War on the Christian. And what’s wild is that most wars go on for a few years or even longer. Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history. The Satanic War on the Christian that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	The last five times we saw the fourth thing you need to know is the destruction of your enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this serious. What kind of destruction takes place because that’s what they’re all about. Last time we saw the fifth destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the destruction of the doubting Christian.

	And there we read how the devil will actually trick you and I into placing our security and our future into something else besides God via doubt.

	Which turns us into totally greedy and insecure people just like everybody on else on the planet when the whole time we should be what? We should be the most peaceful people on the planet, right? Boy, talk about a rotten witness! No wonder nobody wants to become a Christian! It’s Satan’s ploy to get you to be doubtful to destroy you and a whole bunch of people along the way! But that’s not all. Remember who we’re dealing with here

	 

	
folks, the devil. He is wicked, he is evil, he hates your guts, and he wants you dead!

	The 6th destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him serious, is the Destruction of the Depressing Christian. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Habakkuk 3:17-19 “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He enables me to go on the heights”

	 

	According to our text, the prophet clues us in on something apparently, we’ve long forgotten when it comes to the issue of depression. What did he say there? He said it doesn’t matter if you’re having the worst stinking day of your life. It doesn’t matter if you’re having the worst year of your life. It doesn’t matter how bad things ever get in your life. He said what? There’s still no excuse for a child of God to get depressed, right?

	There’s no reason to lose our joy! Why? Because what did he demonstrate by his actions there? Joy isn’t based on how we feel about our life. It’s a deliberate act of faith in God in spite of our life, right?

	The 1st sign to indicate you’re becoming a depressing Christian, is When You Focus on Your Feelings Instead of Your God. People, the 1st definition of the word depressed means “to feel downhearted or blue, or to be low in spirits.” And people this is yet another internal thing the devil does to keep us from having a powerful witness. He throws out the bait and says, “Hey now, wait a minute. I know having Jesus in your life is good and all but don’t you think you’re putting that smile on just a little bit too thick there buddy? I mean, you keep that up and people will think you’re one of those weird religious wackos, you know what I mean?

	Besides, everybody knows sooner or later you’re going to get depressed about something. It’s only normal! You might think a depressing feeling is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a depressing feeling leads to a demolition.

	 

	
And the 1st demolition is that You Start Seeking a Phony High.

	 

	Philippians 4:4, 6-7 “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

	 

	The Bible simply declares that we’re just to rejoice in God, but we’re to do so for how long? What did it say there? It said to always rejoice in the Lord, right? And how many of you would say that kind of implies a long time? Hey you guys are on the ball but that’s not all! Notice that Paul did not say the way we do this is by gritting our teeth or putting on that phony smile like you see on Sunday mornings and neither did he say we do it by going out and buying something or paying somebody to make us feel happy, did he? No people! What did he say? He said don’t purchase anything from man for a temporary phony high. He said to present your requests to God in prayer and receive His what? His peace, right? Why? Because it’s God’ peace that allows us to walk around in continual joy! We’re at peace with everything because we’re trusting God to take care of everything. That’s why we’re always rejoicing!

	And boy, talk about the ultimate witness to the lost! I mean, can you imagine running into a Christian who’s always full of joy, they’re never down in the dumps, they just simply keep on rejoicing in God no matter what happens in their life? I mean, you know the first question out of that person’s mouth is going to be, “How in the world do you do that? I mean, it’s one thing to have a good day, but you have a good day every single day of your life and you don’t have to go anywhere or buy anything to get it! Man, whatever your secret is, I want it now!”

	And people the devil knows this. So, here’s what he does. If he can’t keep us from rejoicing because we’re saved by God, he simply tricks us into seeking joy outside of God. How? By getting us to seek a temporary emotional high instead of a permanent joy from God Most High! The devil knows if we start seeking joy in anything outside of God, including an emotional rush, then ultimately, we’re going to end up just as gloomy and just as depressed as the rest of the world. Why? Because the

	 

	
world’s joy is not only phony, it’s fleeting, it’s false, and can’t last like

	true joy in God!

	So, the question is, “How in the world does he do this? How does the devil trick us into exchanging a permanent joy in God for a temporary high from man? The 1st way he does it is by Words of Fun.

	 

	Isaiah 61:10 “I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices greatly in my

	God.”

	 

	People, the Bible simply declares that if we want to rejoice greatly in life, then we what? We delight ourselves greatly in the Lord of Life, right? I mean, it’s simple. It’s right there in the text. Piece of cake, right? Well, you’d think so, but apparently God’s not good enough anymore.

	You see folks, when it comes to having joy, we don’t listen to the Word of God our Savior. Are you kidding! We listen to words of fun from society. I mean, you’ve heard it before. Society say, “Hey man, if you’re feeling bored or depressed lately, you don’t need to delight yourself in God. No, no, no! That’s boring sissy stuff! You don’t need something spiritual. Why you need something entertaining! You need to go watch a movie, or go to an amusement park, or get involved in sports, or maybe even take that trip you’ve always dreamed of. Why everybody knows that’ll make you happy, right?”

	And you might be like me thinking, “Come on. No Christian’s going to fall for that lie. I mean, we just read in the text the only surefire way to get rid of depression is to delight ourselves in God, not entertainment. We know better than that!” Really? You tell me why in the world we spend over 100 billion dollars and over 100 billion hours every single year just on legal forms of entertainment? That doesn’t sound like were delighting in God to me! In fact, it’s gotten so bad in the Christian community that I’ve discovered a new version of the 23rd Psalm. It’s now called the 23rd Channel. Check it out:

	 

	The TV is my Shepherd, I shall want. It makes me lie down on the sofa.

	It leads me away from the Scriptures. It destroys my soul.

	 

	
It leads me in the path of sex and violence, for the sponsor’s sake.

	Yea, though I walk in the shadow of my Christian responsibilities, there will be no interruption, for the TV is with me.

	It’s cable and remote, they control me. It prepares a commercial before

	me in the presence of worldliness.

	It anoints my head with humanism, my coveting runneth over. Surely laziness and ignorance shall follow me all the days of my life. And I shall dwell in the house watching TV forever.2

	 

	Now folks, my point is this. That joke would be funny if what? If it weren’t so stinkin true! And people, I’m telling you, it’s bad enough we volunteer to put this waste into our minds but it another thing to think that waste is going to put joy in our heart. Hello! What did we just read? True lasting joy can only come from Who? God! Oh yeah, it might give you a temporary emotional high, but it won’t last. It can’t! Why? Because as we saw before, the next day you wake up and discover your high from entertainment is gone and so just like a drug addict you’re now off seeking another source of entertainment, to get another high to get you through another day. Tell me that’s not just like a drug addict! But you might be out there saying, “Well, I only watch the news, 2,3,4,5,6 hours a day!” Really? And you think that’s going to give you joy? Have you seen what’s on the news lately? It’s not just depressing, it’s alarming!

	 

	Rep. John Haller, ® Pennsylvania, 12th District

	Congress shall now vote for approval of HR8791, the Homeland Terrorism Preparedness Bill. Said Bill requests emergency response

	funding up to and including, I’m sorry, this section is classified, dollars to prepare for a national level terrorist attack and/or attack from, classified.

	 

	Funding for first responder personnel and vehicles would be doubled if said attack leads to more than 80 percent of national population being affected by, classified. This funding shall commence in conjunction with the first attack on, classified. For the first large scale outbreak of, classified, dependent upon which comes first.

	 

	
Civilian and Military units shall be trained in containment and combat of, classified, including irradiated, classified, with the possibility of, classified, air borne, classified, flesh eating, classified, and/or all of the above in such event as, classified, spewing, classified, escape, are released or otherwise become uncontrollable.

	 

	Air Force units may also be directed to combat said, classified, due to their enormous size and other worldly strengths. Should an event occur in urban areas, that’s classified, far surpassing our darkest nightmares.

	Should casualties exceed, classified, body disposal actions shall be holding at associated resources shall be reallocated to, classified, underground, classified, protected birthing centers. A new bill of rights shall be drafted and approved by, classified. Having now reviewed the bill I ask you to please cast your vote.3

	 

	Oh yeah, man! I feel such great peace right now after watching that news broadcast. I mean, how about you guys? I mean, this is obviously such a better way to go! What a routine! You wake up in the morning and you don’t turn on the things of God, but you turn that on AAAAHHHH!!! And then turn on secular news all day long AAAHHHH!!! And then come home and watch several hours of even more of that stuff. And then one more time, just before you go to bed, you flip it back on. Oh yeah, much better than doing it God’s way! By the way, that was a parody of a News Broadcast, it wasn’t a real hearing. So, you can stop freaking out now. But the point remains the same. It’s not a far cry that is on the News! How many times to I have to hear the world is getting worse??? I already know that! Drugs, murder, invasions, war, pestilence, classified, you name it!

	It’s the same rotten message every day! Folks, the enemy’s not dumb! Here’s what he’s doing. He tricking us into not delighting ourselves in God so we’ll never experience the Joy of God!

	This not only tricking us into losing out on the joy of God, it’s tricking us into giving a bad witness for God! Stop and think about it! Are we not saying that the News from man is more important than the Word of God! Are we not saying that Jimmy Kimmel is more entertaining than Jesus? Are we not saying that a movie produces more joy than the maker of the universe? Do people really need to turn to Hollywood instead of the

	 

	
Heavenly Father to get rid of their depression? People wake up! No wonder nobody wants to become a Christian. I mean, what JOY would there be in that, right? Oh, do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to?

	The 2nd way the devil tricks us into seeking a phony high is by Words of Physicians. People, it’s bad enough we’ve fallen for the words of fun that tells us we need to seek an emotional high instead of God, but believe it or not, we don’t stop there. Are you kidding! We also listen to words of physicians! Why? Because remember the process of addiction we saw earlier. Once you get turned into “entertainment junkie” you have to keep coming back more and more to get more and more of a phony emotional high, right? But since it never lasts, and it never will, we wake up the next day and we have to do it all over again, right? And guess what? The next thing you know, just like a drug addict, you get all strung out, burned out, and depressed from having to live like this, right?

	And here’s where the doctors come in. Instead of turning to God and getting it right, we turn to a physician and get a drug! Why? Because there’s a lot of money to be made off our addictions and pain people! And if you don’t think doctors really do this, then you need to listen to this article:

	 

	“You walk into your doctor’s office for a physical exam and step on the scale. Last year, the doctor said you were overweight. Now he says you are obese — at the same weight. A nurse takes your blood pressure. You have hypertension — with the same previously healthy reading you’ve had for years. The doctor scans your wrist bone. You have a condition called

	‘osteopenia’ — with the same bone density that was fine last time you were measured.

	 

	You leave the office with a head full of worry and a fistful of new prescriptions, joining nearly 70 percent of Americans who take one or more prescribed drugs. You are suddenly sick, simply because the definitions of disease have changed. And behind those changes, are the companies that make all those newly prescribed pills.

	 

	
The drug industry has bolstered its position by marketing directly to the health-conscious consumer, leading younger and healthier people to consider themselves at risk and to start taking medications. Every time the boundary of a disease is expanded — the hypertension threshold is lowered by 10 blood-pressure points, the guideline for obesity is lowered by 5 pounds — the market for drugs expands by millions of consumers and billions of dollars.

	 

	The result? Skyrocketing sales of prescription drugs. Soaring health-care costs. Escalating patient anxiety. Worst of all, millions of people taking drugs that may carry a greater risk than the underlying condition. The treatment, in fact, may make them sick or even kill them. But millions of them are not truly sick and may never be, even without medication. The medical profession’s term for these people is “the worried well.”4

	 

	And might I add, they’ve become filthy rich! Now folks, I don’t know about you, but it sure looks like somebody’s more focused on making money off our pain than getting rid of, how about you? And what’s ironic is that they don’t even get it right! How many times do they change their minds on medical issues and yet we keep going back for more, like this guy found out:

	 

	We are in the kitchen getting ready for breakfast. It’s 1979. The wife is at the stove putting the meal she just cooked onto a plate so that her husband can eat and rush off to work. She puts the plate on the table just as her husband comes into the kitchen to sit down and enjoy the meal.

	 

	He sits down, picks up his napkin to proceed when a bright light flashes in the bathroom and a time traveler in a long trench coat comes running out yelling “STOP!” He runs over to the table and tells the husband, “Don’t eat that food!” The wife is yelling, “Who are you? What are you doing in our house?” He replies, “I’m from the future. I’m here to warn you, don’t eat that food! The husband asks, “Why not?”

	 

	The time traveler tells him, “It’s the eggs, they are full of cholesterol!”

	The wife asks, “What?” The Time Traveler answers, “Cholesterol, it clogs

	 

	
up your arteries. Eating just one egg can dramatically increase your

	chance of heart attack. DON’T EAT EGGS!” The wife says, “Thank you!” He says, “Your welcome, God speed” and he turns to leave. The lights flash as he makes his exit. She looks to make sure he is gone. She walks to her husband’s side to take his plate. She says, “I better take those eggs.”

	 

	As she is reaching for the plate, the lights flash again and the time

	traveler is running into the kitchen again saying, “Wait!” Wife says,

	“You’re back!” He says, “We were wrong about the eggs! Turns out there are two types of Cholesterol. Good cholesterol and Bad Cholesterol. Eggs actually have both. So you can eat eggs but don’t eat the egg yolks. Just

	stick with the egg whites.” Wife takes the plate, nods her head in

	agreement while her husband is starting to get a little irritated.

	 

	The Time Traveler turns to exit through the door once again. She throws the eggs in the trash and puts the plate back in front of her husband.

	Suddenly the light flashes once again and the Traveler comes running through the door proclaiming, “We were wrong about the eggs!” The wife asks, “Again?” The Traveler says, “Yes, turns out that the amount of

	Cholesterol in food doesn’t really affect the amount of Cholesterol that

	ends up in your blood.

	 

	The eggs are probably fine. In fact, we probably don’t even know what Cholesterol is.” Relieved that he can now eat what is left of his breakfast he picks up his fork when the Time Traveler yells, “You can’t eat the

	steak!” The husband is staring out into space. This can’t be happening. All he wants to do is eat his breakfast. The wife asks, “Why not?” The Traveler replies, “Red meat increases you chance of heart attack. You

	have to cut out all red meat. So, NO steak!” Wife responds with a Thank

	you.

	 

	He turns to leave once again with a “God Speed.” She takes his plate and says, “No meat, mister.” Now he is really getting frustrated. Once again, the lights flash. “We were wrong about the steak. It’s the toast. Man is not

	meant to eat bread,” says the Traveler. The wife asks, “What do you mean man was not meant to eat bread?” The Traveler replies, “Well if you

	 

	
think about it humans should only be eating what our Paleolithic ancestors ate.

	 

	So therefore, no bread. The husband finally speaks up, “How do you know what our Paleolithic ancestors ate?” The Traveler replies, “Well, we just have to guess. We don’t have any way of knowing,” stops mid-sentence, looks at the two people that so very disgusted with him, and he turns and runs for the door. The lights flash and he is gone. She goes back to what she is doing and he proceeds to eat what is left of his breakfast. Suddenly the lights flash one more time and the Traveler comes stumbling through the door one more time.

	 

	“OK, I don’t know what we were thinking. If anything, we should be eating a lot more bread. Gees, I guess just ignore everything I have said and exercise. Wife says, “Exercise, yah right. The Traveler says, “Yah, you guys could use it, you’ve been just sitting here for the last 35 years.” The wife says, “It’s only been 5 minutes.” The Traveler says, “Oh yah,

	time travel.” He turns to leave again, hopefully for the last time, “God speed!”

	 

	But once again the lights flash and he’s back. “It turns out it’s genetic. It doesn’t matter whether you exercise or not, or what you eat, I’m sorry I ruined your meal.” The husband gets up and leaves the room and his breakfast behind.5

	 

	Now, does that sound familiar or what? Everybody goes crazy because somebody found something that’s supposed to be bad for us and then 6 months later. “Oops! Sorry we were wrong!” And then they come out with another one and sure enough they get that one wrong too and on and on it goes and we keep going back lining up scrambling to get the solution they say we need to fix the problem and they keep getting it wrong! And it’s not just being done with the food that we eat, it’s being done with the drugs we ingest! And you might be thinking like me, “Well how do they get us to do this? To seek a drug instead of God?” Simple people. They seduce us with slick TV ads. What? You mean to tell me

	 

	
they use the power of mass media on us again? Uh huh? Works every time! Check what this article said:

	 

	“You walk into your doctor’s office for a physical exam and step on the scale. Last year, the doctor said you were overweight. Now he says you are obese — at the same weight. A nurse takes your blood pressure. You have hypertension — with the same previously healthy reading you’ve had for years. The doctor scans your wrist bone. You have a condition called

	‘osteopenia’ — with the same bone density that was fine last time you were measured.

	 

	You leave the office with a head full of worry and a fistful of new prescriptions, joining nearly 70 percent of Americans who take one or more prescribed drugs. You are suddenly sick, simply because the definitions of disease have changed. And behind those changes, are the companies that make all those newly prescribed pills. The drug industry has bolstered its position by marketing directly to the health-conscious consumer, leading younger and healthier people to consider themselves at risk and to start taking medications.

	 

	Every time the boundary of a disease is expanded — the hypertension threshold is lowered by 10 blood-pressure points, the guideline for obesity is lowered by 5 pounds — the market for drugs expands by millions of consumers and billions of dollars. The result? Skyrocketing sales of prescription drugs. Soaring health-care costs. Escalating patient anxiety. Worst of all, millions of people taking drugs that may carry a greater risk than the underlying condition. The treatment, in fact, may make them sick or even kill them. But millions of them are not truly sick and may never be, even without medication. The medical profession’s term for these people is “the worried well.”6

	 

	And might I add, billions of dollars in their pockets again! But that’s right! Apparently, they’re so stinkin greedy that’s still not enough for them. Believe it or not, the pharmaceutical companies have not only devised a plan to get us to buy their drugs for a false sense of joy. But they’ve even figured out how to get us addicted to these drugs and even

	 

	
pass legislation to force us into addiction! Don’t believe me? Listen to

	this.

	 

	“A recent study by the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University has announced that prescription drug abuse is a much larger problem than the use of illegal drugs such as cocaine and heroin. Alarmingly, the study also found that once teenagers abused prescription drugs they became 2 times more likely to drink alcohol, 5 times more likely to use marijuana, 12 times more likely to use heroin and 21 times more likely to use cocaine.

	 

	And because of recent legislation passing through Congress, like the Teen Screen Program just to name one, up to 52 million kids are now subject to mental health tests at school where they can also be prescribed powerful prescription drugs. (The bulk of them for depression) However, the FDA has now placed warning labels on the antidepressants taken by millions around the world. Why? Because another series of studies revealed that depressed children and teenagers who were administered antidepressants had greater risks of becoming suicidal.

	 

	So let’s put it into perspective. On September 11, 2001 an act of terrorism left 2,996 people dead and 4 commercial jets crashed. Many feel it was the most tragic day in U.S. history. But what if six jumbo jets crashed every single day in the United States, claiming the lives of 783,936 people every year? That would certainly qualify as a massive tragedy, wouldn’t it?

	 

	Well, forget ‘what if.’ The tragedy is happening right now. Over 783,936 people actually do die in the United States every year, although not from plane crashes. They die from modern medicine. Believe it or not, drug consumption, including deaths from over-the-counter-drugs makes drug consumption 32,000% deadlier than terrorism!

	 

	So where is the media attention for this tragedy? After 9/11, the White House gave rise to the Department of Homeland Security and since its inception, billions of dollars have been poured into it. But where is the government support for stopping this medical terrorism from happening?

	 

	
And the whole time they’ve discovered that phony placebo sugar pills have about the same affect and in some cases actually work better than the prescribed drugs for depression with none of the deadly side affects. Why?

	Because they’ve discovered that depression is characterized by how

	people feel and that it’s really one’s belief in the effect of antidepressant,

	real or imaginary, that accounts for the improved feeling in patients.7

	 

	Boy, talk about a drug dealers dream come true! People, I don’t know about you, but I not only find that information appalling, it’s satanic! Legalized murder for the sake of cash! Tell me that’s not the devil’s doing! And people, I’m telling you this whole process of seeking joy from a pill is not just dangerous to your health, it’s dangerous to your witness. Stop and think about it! Are we not saying that a physician is more powerful than our Savior? Are we not saying that a drug-induced state is greater than salvation? Are we not saying that God is so inept that we need a drug to make us smile! Stop and think about what we’re doing! Wake up! And I’m telling you, when we live like this we’re not just missing out on a joyful walk with Christ, we’re giving a false impression of Christ like it was for these people!

	 

	The German atheist Friedrich Nietzsche said scornfully about Christians of his day, “I would believe in their salvation if they looked a little more like people who have been saved.”8

	Phillips Brooks said, “The religion that makes a man look sick certainly

	won’t cure the world.” (Zuck 216)

	Billy Sunday said this, “To see some Christians you’d think an essential to being one is to have a face so long you could eat oatmeal out of the end of a gas pipe.”9

	Oliver Wendell Holmes said this, “Hey, I might have entered the ministry if so many Christians didn’t look and act they were undertakers.”10 Mahatma Gandhi was once asked by the missionary E. Stanley Jones “Mr. Ghandi, though you quote the words of Christ often, why is that you appear to so adamantly reject becoming his follower?” To which Ghandi replied, “Oh, I don’t reject your Christ. I love your Christ. It’s just that so many of you Christians are so unlike your Christ.”11

	 

	
A high school girl said, “I attended your Church service yesterday. During the singing of the hymns I was surprised to note that some of the Church people weren’t singing. Between their sighs and yawns, they just stared into space. The Pastor’s sermon was very interesting, although some members didn’t seem to think so. They looked bored and restless. I said good morning to one couple, but their response was less than cordial. My parents don’t go to Church services. I came alone yesterday hoping to find a place to truly worship. But I’m sorry, but I didn’t find it in your

	Church and I won’t be back.”12

	 

	But you might be thinking, “Come on. I’m sure those are just an isolated occurrence. Yeah okay, so it didn’t work out to good for Ghandi or that girl, but that doesn’t happen all over the place.” Really? Then maybe you should listen to this Christian who has been all over the place:

	 

	“When I travel to give my concerts, I get a view of the modern-day American Christian Church that most people never see. I’ve played in every denominational Church I can think of, and as a result, I’ve discovered what the world hates the most about Christianity: Christians. It would be okay if they hated us for the right reasons – for our love and our joy and our good deeds. But the problem is, they hate us for our hypocrisy.

	 

	We don’t like to admit that the world is tired of hearing us say ‘praise the Lord.’ They’re tired of seeing the bumper stickers without seeing something Christ-like going on inside of the car. They’re tired of our T- shirt philosophy and our rings and our necklaces and our phoniness.

	They’re hungry and thirsty for truth. They want to see Christians being Christians, or else to them, we’re just another trip. Are you excited about Jesus? Can other people see the joy of the Lord in your face?

	 

	I’ve noticed too few Christians radiate the presence of the Lord in their life. They look like they were baptized in vinegar! They seem to have this image of Christianity that requires them to have a grim, gray look on their face. It’s like they’re saying, ‘Well, praise God, it’s such a burden to be a Christian.’ What kind of a testimony is that! If you’re happy (and you if

	you’re a redeemed child of God you certainly ought to be happy), then you

	 

	
better show it on your face. That’s what the world is looking for to see the in the life of the Christian. The world is tired of seeing hypocrites.

	 

	If it weren’t for religion I would have become a Christians two years

	earlier than I did. As a result, I didn’t become a Christian through going

	to a Church service. I couldn’t have become a Christian, because I

	wouldn’t be caught dead in a Church. All the Churches I’d seen had been full of hypocrites. I wanted to know if these supposed ‘ambassadors for Jesus’ really could show me Jesus Christ by the way they lived. I never found one. Rest assured there are a lot of searchers out there, just like I was. They may not tell you they’re looking for God, but they are. And when they look at your life, do they see him?

	 

	If you’re a pew-warmer, I’m not telling you you’re doomed. I’m telling you you’re dooming others. I’m not telling you you’re hell-bound. I’m telling you you’re sleeping while others are sinking down into a fiery eternity. Guys, we’re in a sorry mess. The world is sick of it and God is sick of it. It’s enough to make Him vomit.”13

	 

	People of God, when are we going to learn that that when we walk around looking like we’ve been sucking prune juice out the end of a tailpipe that it doesn’t just affect us. It affects people’s eternal destinies all around us! Why? Because you got tricked and seduced into focusing more on your feelings instead of your God! Oh, do you see the cunningness of the enemy? Do you see what he’s up to? And for those of you who think there’s no way to go through life with a constant joy from the Lord, without these things the world says you need to have, let’s remind ourselves again of another Christian man. His name is Nick and he absolutely radiates the joy of the Lord. Why? Because he had a perfect life and a perfect body and things always go his way? No! Let’s take a look at what Nick has had to go through and yet he still has an amazing joy from God, and God is using that to save tons of souls!

	 

	My name is Nick Vujicic and as you can see I have no arms and no legs. We know that God is a great God. We know that God is love. But the

	 

	
question I had in my life, now 24, was understanding the Love of God in

	my life. When I was a child I didn’t understand His love for me.

	 

	For if God loves me why does he let me go through pain. Why doesn’t he change our circumstance? We all have a cross to bear, we all have something to carry. We all have a circumstance. But we forget the

	goodness of God is in His faithfulness. That He doesn’t let anything happen without a reason. In Romans 8:28 He says all things work for the good for those who love Him. Even the worse part of your life God can use for the good.

	 

	How do I know that, well, first of all the Bible says so and second of all I see it now? I see the good. Did I see it when I was a child, no. Did my parents see the good in their son being born without arms and legs? At

	first, no. But just because you can’t see the purpose yet it doesn’t mean it’s not coming. Amen? You don’t go to a train station and look down the road or fairway and say the trains not here, I’m going to leave, no you wait for the train.

	 

	Because the schedule says it’s going to come. While you wait for the

	purpose and the good, guess who says it’s going to come? God. Do you

	think God is reliable? Yes! He never fails. That’s what the Bible says. Just because you don’t understand it doesn’t mean it’s not there and it’s not coming. It’s hard to trust but, don’t you see that this is where the victory lies. This is when we are transformed, when we invite God into our lives we become transformed into conquerors. What does that mean?

	 

	That my circumstance is not going to conquer me. In fact, I don’t even

	have to worry about not having arms and legs, I already have victory.

	Why? Because I trust in God’s grace, I trust in God’s perfection when He says no. I can’t guarantee you that God is going to change every single circumstance because he didn’t change mine. But I’m here today to tell you this. That if He doesn’t choose to change your circumstance, don’t let the enemy steal your joy.14

	 

	
Folks, here’s the point. If anyone had a “right” to be sour and mad towards God and refuse to witness for Him it was Nick Vujicic right? But what did he do? Somewhere along the line he had a choice to make. And apparently, he chose right! He chose once and for all not to scream and shout against God but to rejoice in God! How? By abiding in Him and seeking Him and delighting himself in Him! And that’s the secret to Experiencing God’s Joy on a regular basis and being a powerful witness for Jesus Christ.

	Folks, that’s what the world is waiting to see. Not a grumpy Christian, but a glad Christian. One with a great, positive, smiling attitude wherever they go. Not a depressing saint, but a delightful saint. One who has a genuine joy of the Lord, letting the world know it’s really true, Jesus can give you joy unspeakable, and the good news is, they can have it too.

	Therefore, if you’re suffering from an attack of the deadly D’s and you’ve actually become a depressing Christian, what do you do? It’s simple. It’s called repent, and ask for God’s forgiveness. And people this is the great news. Once you do, because God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and turn you from a depressing Christian into a discipled Christian. And people a discipled Christian ain’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not put on a smile for Jesus every single day, but they’ll keep on doing so, even if their face gets blown off, like this man did:

	 

	“Dave Roever grew up in a loving, committed family in South Texas and the last thing on his mind was going to war. But at the height of the Vietnam War, he received his draft notice. Soon he joined the Navy and served as a riverboat gunner in the elite Brown Water Black Berets.

	 

	All seemed fine until about eight months later, when Dave Roever was literally changed forever. He was on a patrol getting ready to throw a phosphorus grenade to burn away some brush near the banks when it suddenly exploded next to his face.

	 

	Roever said, ‘I had half of my face and my right ear burned completely away, I had blood spurting from an open artery in my right hand, and I could see my heart beating in my chest.’

	 

	
And to make matters worse, the phosphorus continued to burn so when the medics put him on the stretcher he burned right through it and fell on the ground and hit his head.

	 

	So they wrapped him in up a blanket soaked in river water and was finally loaded in the helicopter. However, the medics thought he was dead so they didn’t do anything to try and help him, which required Dave to take matters into his own hands.

	 

	He said, ‘From under that blanket I summoned all the strength I had left and yelled ‘Medic!’ That got everyone’s attention real fast.’ And soon he was in the burn unit of a hospital getting treatment for nearly two years going through countless painful surgeries to repair or replace his skin.

	 

	But one day, early on in the hospital, to make matters even more worse, Dave explains how he watched the wife of the man who lay in the bed beside him who was also badly disfigured and dying say to her husband, ‘You’re embarrassing! I couldn’t walk down the street with you.”

	 

	And as Dave heard the bleak words and watched that woman set her wedding ring on her husband’s bed and walk away, he knew no one could love him, especially his own 19-year-old bride.

	 

	So after seeing his own completely disfigured face in a mirror, he tried to ‘pull the cord’ in an attempt to disconnect the IV’s that were keeping him alive. And as Roever says laughing with his audience, ‘But I pulled the wrong one!’

	 

	But then the time finally came when his wife Brenda made it to the hospital ward and Dave prepared for the worst. But instead of leaving, like the other woman did to her husband, she bent down and kissed what was left of his Dave’s hand and said, ‘Welcome home, Davey.’ And when she called him ‘Davey,’ he knew he wouldn’t have to face the future alone.

	 

	
So With a rock-solid faith in God and a wife who stood by his side through the toughest of times, Dave Roever learned he has something more important than a pretty face. He’s got a testimony.

	 

	Today, with his humorous style, Dave Roever is enthusiastically received both nationally and internationally as a public speaker and is involved in mission work around the globe. And in every setting his message is one of hope.

	 

	He does it by drawing upon his experiences of loneliness, disfigurement and pain, as well as life’s triumphs to weave a message of courage, commitment and survival that touches and transforms all those who hear him.

	 

	If there’s ever been anyone who’s learned to ‘turn lemons into lemonade,’ it’s Dave Roever. Why? Because the foundation of his hope and source of joy is his loyal wife and his loyal faith in Jesus Christ.”15

	 

	People of God, search your heart and ask yourself, “If your faced got blown off and you became totally disfigured and scarred for life, would you, like Dave Roever, still be able to put a smile on what face you had left for the sake of the lost?” Or have you been tricked and seduced by the devil to act like everybody else who’s getting ripped off of their cash, destroying their health for a phony emotional high? Folks, we better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s really out there doing whatever he can to destroy us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means!

	There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this serious! This is no time to be a depressing Christian! We need to wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s the Satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit. (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I now invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	 

	In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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