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	To my sister, Heather.

	 

	If ever there was two people, who knew firsthand

	the ravages of spiritual warfare, It would be you and me.

	 

	Prior to salvation, both of us,

	at various times,

	have danced with the devils, played their games,

	and sang their songs.

	 

	We ingested their poison, believed their lies,

	and even tried to end these lives, multiple times.

	 

	But God did what only He can do.

	He rescued us from the dominion of darkness, He saved us from the clutches of the evil one.

	He set us free through Jesus Christ.

	 

	Thank you for not only putting up with me, and for being a wonderful sister here on earth, but for now, being a fellow soldier of Christ, fighting the good fight,

	in this greatest battle of all, The Satanic War on the Christian.

	 

	Don’t ever give up Heather, We know who wins.

	 

	I love you.
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Preface

	Why are so few Churches making an impact on the world today? Why are so many believers living defeated lives? Why do so many Christians talk about having a victorious Christian life, yet so few seldom ever do? The answer lies in the greatest spiritual war of all time, The Satanic War on the Christian.

	But we have a problem, a big problem in the Church today. You see, you would think that the knowledge and mastery of spiritual warfare would be commonplace among the Christian community. After all, our Lord Jesus Christ took on and defeated the devil himself. But unfortunately, waging war against the enemy of our souls is one of the least talked about topics in the Church today, for a couple of reasons. One reason is because some in the Church have detrimentally taken spiritual warfare to an unhealthy extreme. The result is that the moment you try to talk about spiritual warfare in Christian circles, most people think you’re some sort of a weird lunatic. Then, as if that wasn’t bad enough, we have the second extreme to deal with. Well over half of all professing Christians today don’t even believe that our greatest archenemy, the devil, even exists. No wonder we’re losing the fight! Yet in the midst of our sad skepticism, spiritual warfare really is something we all have to deal with every single day here on earth. And unless we get a proper balanced handle on it, we will simply continue to be beaten to shreds spiritually.

	Thus, I have written this book, without all the hyper fanaticism, showy sensationalism, or dry theological jargon and simply focused on getting down to the nuts and bolts of the greatest war of all time, the war against the children of God and the forces of hell. It is penned with a powerful concoction of practical information and personal application for personal victory, while clearly exposing the lies, traps, and pitfalls of the very forces of evil. It is my prayer that this book will not only clearly unveil this deadly invisible war and expose the seductive weapons the devil uses to keep the Church from becoming a mighty army for God, but that it will also provide the practical tools needed for the personal spiritual victory that our Lord Jesus Christ has already won for us.

	One last piece of advice. When you are through reading this book then will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!

	 

	Billy Crone Las Vegas, Nevada

	2018

	 

	
 

	 

	Part 3

	————————————

	The Temptation from Satan & Demons

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Thirteen

	————————————

	


The Temptation of the Twisted Christian Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It started off like just any other day in this small English village with people journeying into town to share their wares and do business, including one traveler with a seemingly innocent box of laundry. The only problem was, it was laced with a deadly plague!

	 

	And the next thing you know, 80% of the population was totally annihilated! First, it started with a splitting headache, then the glands, including the tongue began to swell abnormally, as their skin turned a wretched black.

	 

	In fact, so ghastly, and so fearful, were people of contracting this disease that when only one person of a home came down with it, the whole house was sealed, condemning the rest of the family to death, healthy and all. But they were sure to paint a red cross on the door with an inscription saying, ‘The Lord have mercy on us.’

	 

	Because of this, in just a matter of months, society came to an utter halt as the few remaining healthy people roamed the streets with wooden carts shouting, ‘Bring out your dead! Bring out your dead!” Whereupon the piles and piles of disfigured corpses were thrown into huge burn pits that produced a constant sickening stench to the air.

	 

	
 

	[image: Great Plague of London]

	all fall down dead!

	



	

And believe it or not, a song was actually composed about this plague that’s still sung by children today. It goes like this.

	Ring around the Roses. Pocket full of posies. Ashes, ashes, we all fall down. Only the last line in the original was, we

	 

	
 

	The year was 1665. The death toll was over 100,000 people. The killer disease was of course, The Great Plague of London!”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Great Plague of London? Okay, I think most of us have. And how many of you would agree it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Great Plague of London, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that killer plague look like a common cold? And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day. How many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history. The Satanic War on the Christian that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	 

	Now so far, we’ve seen if you’re never going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy Is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What Your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	
Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is the Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you Don’t take this seriously. What kind of destruction takes place because that’s what they’re all about.

	 

	Last time we saw the Sixth Destruction the enemy causes when we don’t take him seriously, is the Destruction of the Depressing Christian.

	 

	The devil will actually trick you and me into seeking a phony emotional high instead of a permanent joy from God Most High, and this turns us into gloomy and depressed people just like everyone on the planet, when the whole time we should be what? We should be the most joyful people on the planet, right? Boy, talk about the ultimate rotten witness! No wonder nobody wants to become a Christian! It’s Satan’s ploy to get you to be depressed, to destroy you and a whole bunch of people along the way! But that’s not all. Remember who we’re dealing with here folks, the devil. He is wicked, he is evil, he hates your guts, and he wants you dead!

	 

	The fifth thing we need to deal with if we’re going to stop getting beat up and duped all over the place as Christians in This satanic War on the Christian is The Temptation of Our Enemy.

	 

	That’s right folks, you not only need to know who your enemy is and what they’re like, what they’re up to, and how they’re out to destroy you every single day, but you also need to know they’re out there tempting you every single day to sin against God. And people it’s pretty simple.

	 

	The 1st temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the Twisted Christian. But hey, don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	2 Kings 6:8-17 “Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, ‘I will set up my camp in such and such a place.’ The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: ‘Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down there.’ So, the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such places. This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, ‘Will you not tell me which of us

	 

	
is on the side of the king of Israel?’ ‘None of us, my lord the king,’ said one of his officers, ‘but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.’ ‘Go, find out where he is,’ the king ordered, ‘so I can send men and capture him.’ The report came back: ‘He is in Dothan.’ Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. ‘Oh, my lord, what shall we do?’ the servant asked. ‘Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’ And Elisha prayed, ‘O LORD, open his eyes so he may see.’ Then the LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. What did Elisha’s servant need to have opened in order to keep him from freaking out? What did he need to “see” in order to take that chill pill, to be calm, cool, and collected like Elisha? What was it? He needed to have his eyes opened to the existence of a what? A spirit realm, right? Why? Because what did the text say? Once that happened, he could clearly see that the armies of God far outnumbered the armies of man.

	They weren’t alone. They weren’t outnumbered. They weren’t going to lose. Are you kidding! God Himself was going to war on their behalf and He never loses a fight! Hello! Therefore, there was no reason to be afraid because the battle belongs to the Lord, right? I’m telling you it’s the same thing with you and me. No matter what we face, no matter what we’re up against, we’ve already got the victory through Jesus Christ if we’d just acknowledge the reality of spiritual warfare.

	 

	The 1st sign to indicate when you’re becoming a twisted Christian is

	When You No Longer Believe in Spiritual Warfare.

	 

	People, the 1st definition of the word twisted means “to alter or distort the meaning or character of something.” And people this is one of the very first things the devil does to keep us from having a powerful testimony in Christ. He throws out the bait and says, “Hey man, you don’t really believe in all that spirit world mumbo jumbo stuff, do you? I mean, come on, what are you, some sort of religious whacko? I mean, gee whiz, people already think you’re crazy for being a Christian and now you’re going to go around saying you believe in a guy who walks around in a red jumpsuit carrying a pitchfork? What are you, nuts!?” You might think a twisted belief in spiritual warfare is no big deal because after all it

	 

	
doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a twisted belief leads to a tortured life.

	 

	And the 1st evidence you’re headed for a tortured life is when You Start Denying the existence of Satan and his demons.

	 

	Now again, we’ve already seen this before at the beginning of our study, but let’s take a look at it again with just one of the many passages in the Bible declaring the existence of a literal Satan.

	 

	1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. The devil’s not only real, but he’s really out there to what? This is my point in bringing it up again. He’s really out there seeking to destroy Christians all over the world, right? This is not a game! Therefore, the point is this. You better wake up and you better be on your guard, right? Exactly! And people, the devil knows this. He knows this so stinking well. Hello! He’s involved in it. So, here’s what he does. Even though we’re in the midst of the greatest war of all time and even though we’re up against the greatest enemy of all time, he simply gets Christians to deny the fact that we’re even in a war, let alone have an enemy to deal with in the first place! It’s his greatest trick of all!

	It’s called the ol’ sneak attack!

	You see, everybody knows that if you want to win a war then one thing you’ve got to have on your side is the element of surprise, right? Of course!

	Why? Because that’s when you can sneak up on your opponent and crush them before they even know what hit them, right? Exactly! And people this is precisely what the devil has done. As we saw before, right now 65% of people in America claiming to be Christians deny the existence of Satan. And another stat was even higher with 91-99% don’t believe in a literal Satan. What? People, that means that the majority of you reading this don’t even believe what I’m preaching about! Which is crazy, because just like the week I walked out in my backyard and a demon popped right out of the doghouse!

	 

	As we look out the back door, we see a green building with three round holes in it. Each hole has a ramp. There is some movement coming from one of the holes.

	 

	
As we look closer something white is appearing. It struggles to get through the hole to go down the ramp.

	[image: http://media3.s-nbcnews.com/i/newscms/2017_12/1202959/giant-chicken-today-170322-tease-02_edca6c805e78a15ec572485d7f068f7a.jpg]It’s a huge white chicken. It can barely fit through the hole. It struggles to get through and when it does it flaps it’s huge wings and flies to the ground. It was the biggest chicken I have ever seen. Now, is that sick or what? Demons are everywhere!2

	 

	But seriously, obviously I’m kidding, but it’s this kind of unfortunate hyper-sensationalism in the Church today that is why the rest of the Church reacts with such crazy unbelief. These people blame demons & the devil for everything! The devil caused my flat tire! There’s a demon in my coffee table! My son won’t go potty because there’s a demon in the toilet!

	 

	A Pastor friend of mine called me up and said, “Here’s a story for you Pastor. They said, Pastor, we want you to come over to our house and do an exorcism on our toilet.” Why?” I ask. “Because our son won’t go potty. It must be a demon that lives in our toilet.”3

	 

	Let me give you another example. I kid you not, one lady was so convinced that demons were going to curse her clothing while she was at work, that she loaded them up in plastic bags every day and took them to work with her in the trunk of her car! And it’s this unfortunate extreme behavior towards spiritual warfare as to why the bulk of the Church is now denying the reality of spiritual warfare. Two wrongs don’t make a right! I didn’t say it, God did! The devil and demons are real and they’re really out there to destroy you and get you to sin against God! We need to wake up and open our eyes! How in the world can we win a war we refuse to fight? How can we defeat an enemy we refuse to see! How can we enjoy the victory Christ has already given us if we don’t even believe in one He’s given us victory over? Hello! No wonder our testimony is in the toilet! No wonder we’re getting smacked around! No wonder we don’t experience victory over temptation. Why, we don’t even believe the Great Tempter exists! And yet, the whole time, he’s not just real, but he’s a whole lot closer than you think people. You better wake up.

	 

	There is an unseen spiritual world all around us. The unseen spiritual world is under Satan’s rule. (2 Corinthians 4:4 and John 12:31). Every man (human

	 

	
being) has physical sight in the physical world. The unseen spiritual world is a world that every man is unable to see.

	 

	There is a spiritual blindness which means that every unbeliever is unable to see Christ and God (Colossians 1:15-16). Many Christians have spiritual short sightedness (2 Peter 1:9). The child of God and the disciples of Christ can see in the physical world and in the spiritual world. We see a man named Daniel who is known as a devoted family man. He is a disciple of Christ in this world. He is also a soldier of God in this unseen spiritual world.

	 

	As he walks down the street of the physical world, and in the unseen spiritual world, he passes a couple girls that can be seen by his physical eyes, but he can see two demons walking behind them with his spiritual eyes. An enormous amount of people are being escorted and enslaved by unseen demons. He continues to walk down the street and he passes a group of guys dancing to their boom box. He sees them with his physical eyes but with his spiritual eyes he sees several demons dancing and flying around to the music.

	 

	A little further down the street, in his physical world, he sees a couple talking. As he passes in the spiritual world he again sees the demons dancing and flying around these two as they talk. He then passes his atheist colleagues in the physical world. Every demon who enslaves the people, pulls back in terror from Daniel as he goes past them.

	 

	Some demons use people to stir up unreasonable hatred towards Daniel. He then passes a church that is being served in the physical world. The demons cannot enter this church because the Holy Spirit is within Christians and they worship and pray to God. The demons surround the church but cannot go in. Then he passes some people who are believers in a different church. They also have demons flying over their heads.

	 

	Most Christians are being deceived and used by the unseen enemy, satan. They think Daniel is a false prophet or false Christian. These men that are passing him now are the disciples of God. “Hello Daniel, how are your friends?” Every family seems like a good and happy family home in the physical world. But demons have attacked every family home everywhere. Because they don’t believe that the demons and God exist.

	 

	
The demons are flying all over the neighborhood. But as he arrives at his home in the physical world he passes an angel of God that is protecting his home against satan. God anointed Daniel to be the head of this family, as husband and father. God has given Daniel the responsibility to take good care of his family and to pray over them. For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places. 4

	 

	People of God, you better wake up and you better wake up now!

	Spiritual warfare’s not just real, but it’s a whole lot closer than you could ever dream! Open your eyes, like the servant of Elisha, and realize that the moment you got saved, you entered into a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your effectiveness for Jesus Christ!

	Why? Because the Bible says the devil is real and he’s really out there to get you! So, stop denying his existence or you are headed for a tortured life. Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	And the 2nd evidence you’re headed for a tortured life is when You Start Dwelling in Satan’s Dominion.

	 

	2 Corinthians 4:3-4 “If the Good News we preach is hidden behind a veil, it is hidden only from people who are perishing. Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe.”

	 

	John 12:31 “The time for judging this world has come, when Satan, the ruler of this world, will be cast out.”

	 

	Ephesians 2:1-2 “Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God.”

	 

	People of God, if there’s one truth in the Bible that’s clear it’s got to be this one. The devil is the little “g” the little “god” or “ruler” behind this wicked world system, right? Hello! That’s obvious! And so, let me ask you the obvious question, “If satan is incredibly wicked, and he is, then what in the world does that make his kingdom, this world system?” Just as wicked, right? Of course! So, here’s the point. If a Christian’s going to maintain a victorious life in Christ, then

	 

	
they not only need to stay away from the devil and his demons, but they need to stay away from his dominion, this wicked world system, right? Of course!

	And people, the devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well! So, here’s what he does. He gets us to stop living for God by lusting after the things of this world. Why? Because he knows that once we do that we start ingesting things that destroy us spiritually and keep us from becoming a threat to him! Do you get it? And he does that in three ways. The Lust of the Flesh, the Lust of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. It’s the exact same tactic he used on Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and he’s still doing it today!

	 

	Genesis 3:6 “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food (lust of the flesh) and pleasing to the eye, (lust of the flesh) and also desirable for gaining wisdom, (pride of life) she took some and ate it.”

	 

	And because of that, mankind fell, and we have a messed-up planet that we have to deal with today. But again, the enemy uses the same tactic today and John mentions this daily temptation. Let’s take a look at that.

	 

	And the 1st way he does it is called The Lust of the Flesh.

	 

	1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.”

	 

	For those of you who may not know, the word “lust” comes from the Greek word “epithumia” which means not just passion but “a violent passion.” And people, when you think about it, is this not exactly what this wicked world system is doing to us? Are they not tempting you and me day in day out to not be just passionate but violently passionate for all the personal pleasure our flesh can absorb, right? Of course! Look around! People today, even Christians, are being totally seduced by the devil himself to spend every single dime they have and every last waking moment alive just to please themselves, right? Of course!

	Why? Because people, the devils’ not stupid! He knows what he’s doing. It’s called poisoning to your walk with Christ! Just like with Adam & Eve so it is today! I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	Romans 14:7-8 “For we are not our own masters when we live or when we die. While we live, we live to please the Lord. And when we die, we go to be with the Lord. So, in life and in death, we belong to the Lord.”

	 

	
People of God, the Bible is clear. Do we Christians become mature, do we become a threat to the enemy, do we become a mighty warrior for Jesus Christ by living to please ourselves, or by pleasing God?” Hello! The answer’s obvious! It’s God! And this is precisely what the devil is doing! He knows that if you give into this temptation to lust after your flesh instead of living for God, then you’ll actually end up living a life that is displeasing to God. Do you get it? He’s trying to poison you! Wake up!

	 

	The 2nd way he gets us to stop living for God and start living for him is called The Lust of the Eye.

	 

	1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.”

	 

	Correct me if I’m wrong, but are not people today, even Christians, being totally seduced to be violently passionate not for God but for all the personal satisfaction their eyes can see, right? Of course, people! Look around. Are we not being told that the key to a so-called great life is to somehow satisfy yourself with all the pretty little things life has to offer? You know like that new car, new home, new boat, new this and new that and on and on it goes! Why? Because people, the devil’s not dumb! He knows what he’s doing! He’s poisoning your walk with Christ! Just like with Adam & Eve so it is today! I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

	 

	When in the world are we going to learn that all of that new stuff that your eyes keep telling you, you just have to have, comes with not just a price tag but a horrible one? It’s called slavery! And here’s how it works. You see, in order to get all these new things, the devil says you have to have, you need what to get them? You need money, right? And not just any money, you need tons of it, right? And so, the next thing you know, you’re up to your eyeballs in debt and you can’t get out, which means instead of serving your Heavenly Master who saved your soul, you’re now serving your new master to whom you sold your soul! Do you get it? Don’t you see what he’s up to?

	 

	
The 3rd way he gets us to stop living for God and start living for him is called The Pride of Life.

	 

	1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.”

	 

	Now folks, once again, correct me if I’m wrong, but are not people today, even Christians, being totally seduced to be violently passionate not for the glory of God but for the glory of man? Of course, people! Look around! It’s the mantra of our world today! They say the secret to a so-called wonderful life is glorify yourself as much as you can by boasting in all your accomplishments, degrees, titles, bank accounts, etc. and on and on it goes, like this guy.

	 

	[image: Image]“Two Texans were trying to impress each other with the size of their ranches. One asked the other, ‘What’s the name of your ranch?’

	 

	He replied, ‘The Rocking R, ABC, Flying W, Circle C, Bar U, Staple Four, Box D, Rolling M,

	Rainbow’s End, Silver Spur Ranch.’

	 

	The questioner was much impressed and exclaimed, ‘Whew! That’s sure some name! How many head of cattle do you run?’

	 

	The rancher answered, ‘Not many. Very few survive the branding.’”5

	 

	Yeah, that’s called the Pride of Life! How many times are we going to get burned by that one? This is what the enemy is up to. Why? Because people, the devil’s not dumb. He knows what he’s doing! It’s called poisoning your walk with Christ! Just like with Adam & Eve, so it is today! I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	1 Corinthians 10:31 “Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the glory of God.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. Whatever we do in life is to be for the glory of Who? Not you, but God, right? Why? Because unless you do, rather than living a life that is satisfying to God, you’re going to end up living a life that is sickening to God. Because it was the pride of life that caused the fall of satan! Which means,

	 

	
you now no longer resemble the one who saved your soul, but now you look and sound like the one who hates your soul, the devil himself! Oh people, don’t you see what he’s up to? Don’t you get it? He’s trying to poison your walk with Christ!

	 

	Therefore, in order to make sure we leave with an awful taste in our mouths for satan’s poisonous rat food, let’s take look at some other rat food.

	 

	This is for all of the people who order chicken from a restaurant even though I tell you not to. Be careful! It may LOOK like chicken but is it REALLY chicken?

	 

	Or could it be rats???!!!

	[image: Image]

	 

	
To pull off the illusion, one must first burn the hair off of them…

	[image: Image]

	Then you have to wash them before cooking…

	[image: Image]

	 

	
Then you have to cut them up into pieces that simulate chicken parts…

	[image: Image]

	Then they are well seasoned to taste extra special…

	[image: Image]

	 

	
Then they are prepared for deep-frying…

	[image: Image]

	And now they’re all done, ready to eat…

	[image: Image]

	 

	
But let’s take a closer look and what do we see…

	[image: Image]

	Rat, the “other” white meat!

	[image: Image]

	 

	
Now is that a misfortune or what?

	[image: Image]

	6

	And folks, lest you think I’m pulling your leg with this visual analogy, in some parts of China rat meat actually sells for considerably more than chicken, pork, or beef.7 Now here’s my point. Just like Chinese rat food, so it is with satan’s rat food, this wicked world system. Oh, you think it’s one thing when the whole time it’s really something else, something very sickening, when the truth comes out. Oh, you think the lust for pleasure, the lust for things, and the pride of life is so delicious, it’s so scrumptious, oh just another bite, when the whole time you are swallowing rat meat! People of God wake up! The devil is a murderer and he’s been one from the beginning! If you flirt with the enemy by tasting his temptation again and again and again, then one bite at a time, yes one bite at a time, it will kill you. Don’t you see what you’re doing? You’re not just eating something that’ll make you sick. You’re eating something that will destroy your soul! So, stop dwelling in Satan’s dominion or you are headed for a tortured life! It’s high time we put on Christian Discernment Glasses which only comes from a

	 

	
Biblical worldview and see this world for what it is. It’s satan’s playground getting us to obey him and lust after this world, like this guy found out:

	 

	A man is standing on the sidewalk looking at a sign, it says, “Fooled You!” and it’s a picture of a wolf in sheep’s wool. He is looking through sun glasses, when he raises the glasses he sees that the sign is saying, “I am the way to God. Pray to Mary and all the saints,” signed Pope Francis. This guy can’t believe his eyes. He puts the glasses back on to make sure of what he had seen and there again was the wolf in sheep’s wool.

	 

	After putting his glasses on and off several times he realizes that his glasses are discernment glasses. He starts looking at some of the other signs down the street. Then he sees a second sign that says, “Coexist” but when he takes off his glasses, it says, “Comply.” Without his glasses he sees another sign in front of a church. It says, “Relevant Ministries, Non-Judgmental Church.”

	 

	[image: Image]When he puts the glasses on and looks at the sign again, it says, “Don’t talk about Sin, No Bible is required.” When he takes his glasses off the

	sign says, “Sugar donut Friday.” He looks a little

	further down the street and all the signs are saying, “Watch TV, Consume, Conform, Buy, Submit, and Obey.”

	 

	He walks to a magazine stand and picks up a magazine and it says, “Stay asleep, Obey, Buy, do not question Authority, Watch TV, No imagination,”. But when he takes off his glasses he sees an advertisement for the Academy Awards.7

	 

	It’s high time we in the Church get back to a Biblical Worldview. The Bible is the only Book on the planet that gives us the visual discernment we need to see what’s really going on in this wicked world system. There really is a devil, there really are demons, who are blinding the minds of those who don’t believe, and it’s our privilege as a Christian to give them those Biblical glasses of discernment, to see what’s really going on and lead them out the spiritual prison

	 

	
that’s been built all around them. But if we take those glasses off ourselves, and act like this isn’t really going on, or even worse yet, go lusting after all these things this wicked world system says we need to lust after, then we not only destroy our witness to the lost, but it will poison our walk with Christ.

	And that’s why, I’ll say it again, if you love any book more than the Bible, any pleasure more than prayer, any satisfaction more than the Savior, then watch out! The enemy’s after you! He’s tempting you with the Lust of the Flesh, the Lust of the Eye, and the Pride of Life to sin against God and poisoning your walk with Jesus Christ! We need to put those Biblical Glasses back on and deal with reality…we’re in a war, and we better take this seriously! Amen?

	Therefore, if you’re here today and you’ve actually become a Twisted Christian, what do you do? It’s simple. It’s called repent and ask for God’s forgiveness. And people this is the great news. Once you do, because God loves you as His child, He’s going to go right to work and turn you from a Twisted Christian into a Triumphant Christian. And people a Triumphant Christian isn’t that hard to spot. You see, they’ll not only turn from sin and live for Christ, but they’ll keep on witnessing for Christ even in the midst of other people’s sin, like this man did:

	 

	“Salvation in Christ is often birthed in tragedy, and so it was for Brother Alex. He received Christ after armed revolutionary forces of Colombia seized his family farm and assassinated his father twelve years ago.

	 

	Alex’s faith has been tested repeatedly since his father’s murder, but his greatest challenge came four years ago as he traveled to work by bus with twenty-six other banana farm laborers.

	 

	One morning as the banana workers traveled to the plantation, some of the revolutionary forces stopped the bus. When the four guerrillas armed with AK-47 rifles forced their way onto the bus, Alex felt a check in his spirit.

	 

	He said, ‘When I saw them, the Holy Spirit witnessed to my heart that they were going to kill us; and I began to shake, and I knew death was near.’

	However, Alex then suddenly felt an overwhelming peace and joy. He began singing songs of praise while the guerrillas herded the laborers off the bus and lined them up along the side of the road.

	 

	He thanked and praised God and sang to the Lord with all his heart. ‘Great is your faithfulness, O God, there is none like You.’ Alex’s response to death came

	 

	
natural to him. He said, ‘Isn’t this the normal reaction of any Christian who

	deeply loves Jesus? It’s the time of death, the time to enter into His presence, so I was worshipping and praising Him.’

	 

	The guerrillas tied the hands of each laborer with ropes used for tying up bundles of bananas. They separated the workers into three rows and forced them to kneel on the dew-covered grass. But the armed men became agitated as Alex continued to sing praise songs. So, one of them struck Alex with the end of his rifle to shut him up.

	 

	Then a coworker cried out, ‘Don’t kill me! Don’t kill me! I am totally innocent!’ And Alex says he became impatient with the brother and asked him, ‘Why are you seeking life from these men if the only owner of our lives is God?’

	 

	Then an eerie silence descended on the captives. Suddenly, a blaze of gunfire erupted, shattering the silence. The gunmen emptied their automatic weapons on the hostages. Alex expected a multitude of bullets to pierce his body, but to his surprise only one grazed his arm.

	[image: Image]He experienced no pain. Warm blood and brain tissue belonging to the two women kneeling beside him splattered his face and soaked his shirt.

	 

	The guerrillas moved to the front of the line and sprayed gunfire

	along the row where Alex kneeled. A bullet struck Alex between his nose and eye and blew out the right side of his face. His eye exploded, but Alex did not lose consciousness.

	 

	As he lay on the ground immersed in a pool of blood, the guerrillas—now armed with machetes—began severing the heads of many of the fallen laborers.

	 

	Alex recalled, ‘At the moment they approached me, I suddenly realized I had not told them about Jesus. Though I was drowning in my own blood, I could hardly

	 

	
speak; and I was totally blind. With all the strength I could muster, I cried out to them, ‘Jesus loves you! Jesus loves you!’’

	 

	At this, an angry gunman silenced Alex by shattering his jaw with the end of a rifle. When it was all over, twenty-five of the banana plantation workers perished in the attack. Alex survived and since has had several reconstructive surgeries on his face.

	 

	Alex recently graduated from seminary. Although he was blinded in the attack, the young evangelist says he clearly sees the call God has on his life: to continue sharing the love of Christ with the Marxist guerrillas and other hurting

	Colombians. God has given him a vision to set the captives free!”8

	 

	Search your heart and ask yourself, “If you had a gun to your head and bullets were ripping through your body, would you, like Alex, have the ability to witness for Christ in the midst of other people’s sin? Or have you been tricked and seduced by the devil himself to sin against Christ, again and again and again? Folks, we better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s really out there doing whatever he can to tempt us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this seriously! This is no time to be a Twisted Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s the Satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Fourteen

	————————————

	


The Temptation of the Twisted Christian Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was February and the tourist season was in full swing in this seemingly innocent town in Spain. The sun was shining and by all appearances, it seemed like a wonderful place to escape the horrors of WWI. But that was until the plague came to town. And the next thing you knew, it was everywhere.

	 

	The sickness preyed on the young and old alike with one day feeling fine but the next thing you know, you have a headache and your eyes start to burn. Then you start to shiver and go to bed, curling up in a ball, but no number of blankets can keep you warm. Then you fall into a restless sleep, dreaming distorted nightmares as your fever begins to climb.

	 

	Then your face turns a dark brownish purple and you start to cough up blood whereupon your feet start turning black. And finally, you start frantically gasping for breath as bloody saliva bubbles out of your mouth and you actually start to drown because your lungs are filling up with it. It may take a few days, it may take a few hours, but there’s nothing you can do to stop it, you’re going to die!

	 

	And because of this plague, overnight, children were orphaned, families were destroyed, towns were decimated, and some populations were totally eliminated from the face of the earth. And those who lived through it said it was such a horrible time that they never ever want to talk about it again!

	 

	
 

	[image: A sign that warns theater-goers not to enter if they have a cold and are coughing and sneezing.]

	the history of the world.

	



	


During the 1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic "Influenza frequently complicated with pneumonia is prevalent at this time. This theatre is cooperating with the Department of Health. You must do the same. If you have a cold and are coughing and sneezing do not enter this theatre.". Picture courtesy of the History of Medicine (NLM).

	 

	One-fifth of the world’s population became infected with it and thus it was described as the Biblical prophecy of the pale horse rider bringing death and hades, coming to pass. Why? Because when it was all over, it killed more people in a few months’ time than any other illness in

	 

	
 

	The year was 1918. The death toll was over 100 million people. The deadly plague was of course, the Great Influenza Outbreak.”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Great Flu Outbreak of 1918? I think most of us have. And how many of you would think it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But, with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Great Flu Outbreak, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that massive flu look like a mild fever? And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place, and one country, at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day. The moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ.

	 

	Now So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	
Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	Then we saw the Fifth thing you need to know is the Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	We saw the 1st temptation he fires at you and I is the Temptation of the Twisted Christian.

	 

	There we saw how the devil will actually trick you and me into denying not only his existence and but even the existence of his demons. Why? Because it’s his greatest trick of all. It’s called the old sneak attack. That’s when he can sneak up on us and crush us before we even know what hit us! But that’s not all.

	 

	The second thing we saw is he also gets us to Dwell in his Dominion, this wicked world system.

	 

	Why? Because he’s not stupid! That’s when we eat his rat meat, the lust the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, which will destroy our walk with Christ! Remember who we’re dealing with here folks. It’s the devil! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts. He wants you dead. Therefore, he never stops!

	The 3rd evidence you’ve become a Twisted Christian and you’re actually headed for a tortured life is when You Start Denying the Existence of a Sin Nature. Which is totally crazy, because that’s one of the easiest things to demonstrate! Just ask Bill.

	 

	“Bill invites the Deacons over for supper because after all, he’s the Grill Master, the Daddy-O of the Patio, etc.

	 

	So, Bill’s in the kitchen getting the meat ready and his wife Dianne comes in and sees Bill with a fly swatter in his hand and she asked him, ‘Killing any?’

	 

	And Bill replied, ‘Yep, three males, two females.’ And Dianne asked, ‘Well how can you tell males and females apart?’

	 

	
And Bill responded, ‘Three were on a beer can. Two were on the phone.’

	 

	So, Dianne stomps out of the room and Bill goes ahead and cooks the meat and about a half hour later another Deacon, named Ron, walks out to the grill to see if Bill needed any help.

	 

	He said, ‘You know Bill, I’ve been watching you tonight call your wife every cute name in the book: honey, darling, sweetheart, pumpkin, baby, and I just wanted to say I think it’s nice you still call her those pet names.’

	 

	And Bill leaned over to Ron and said, ‘To tell you the truth Ron, I forgot her name about three years ago.’

	 

	And so finally they’re all sitting down at the table getting ready to eat and another Deacon, named Jim, pipes up and says, ‘You know guys, my wife thinks so much of me that she won't even let me do any work around the house. It's incredible.’

	 

	And Bill says, ‘Oh yeah? That's nothing. My wife thinks I'm God.’ And all the Deacons said in unison, ‘She thinks you’re God? What makes you say that?’

	 

	And Bill replied, ‘Easy. Every night she places a burnt offering before me.’”

	 

	How many of you would say Bill’s got a sin nature and it’s making a mess of things? Well, did you know Bill’s not the only one who’s got a sin nature! The Bible says we all have one!

	 

	Psalm 51:1-5 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquities and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. Surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. David not only called upon the mercy of God and asked for the forgiveness of his sins, but he also what? He also freely acknowledged the reason why he sinned in the first place. He said, Surely, I was sinful at birth! Sinful from the time my mother conceived me, right? Therefore,

	 

	
here’s the point. If a Christian’s going to have a heart after God, like King David had, then you not only need to acknowledge and deal with the existence of satan and you not only need to acknowledge and deal with the existence of his dominion, but you better acknowledge the existence of a sin nature, right? Why? Because that’s the part of you that wants to sin and rebel against God. That’s the part of you that’s undermining all your good intentions in Christ! The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well! So, here’s what he does. He knows that if we start acknowledging there’s a part of us that wants to rebel against God, then we’re not as likely to sin against God.

	So, here’s what he does. He just gets us to deny the fact we even have a sin nature in the first place! Don’t believe me? Just look around! Is this not the huge lie of our society today? They don’t say that man is basically bad. Are you kidding me! They say that man is basically good, right? They don’t say like King David, “Surely I was born a sinner.” Are you kidding! They say, “Don’t you dare call me a sinner!” right?

	And people, it’s one thing for the world to buy into this lie, but even the Church is getting in on it! If you recall many churches across America today are no longer singing the words, “Amazing Grace, that saved a wretch like me.” Why? Because now it’s been changed from “Amazing Grace that saved a wretch like me to, “That saved a person like me,” Or “a soul like me…. Or another version says, “That saved and set me free” skipping the whole thing entirely.

	That could damage your self-esteem calling yourself a wretch and that doesn’t feel good and people might leave, and the numbers will go down and you can’t have that!

	But that’s still not all. The song, “Victory in Jesus” You know, “I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory, How He gave His life on Calvary, to save a wretch like me…” What? Are you guys crazy? You trying to get the numbers to go down?!! It’s now been changed to, “To save one just like me.”

	The song “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” How vast beyond all measure, That He should give His Only Son, to make a wretch His treasure.”

	…Is now, “To make us all His treasure.”

	Another classic song that’s been re-written is, “In Christ Alone.” And you’re thinking, “Well what’s wrong with that one?” Well, listen to this. “It’s no secret that the Presbyterian Church collectively takes a more liberal approach to theology. But now, they have rejected the hymn, “In Christ Alone.” WHY?

	There’s one, key line in the third stanza that created a barrier — Till on that cross as Jesus died/the wrath of God was satisfied.” Originally, the Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song Books for the denomination asked the song’s

	 

	
authors to allow them to change the words to “As Jesus died/the love of God was magnified.” But the songwriters said no, so the committee axed the song from the denominational hymnal.”2

	It’s getting so bad in the Church today, we have so Apostatized, that it is becoming illegal to say that somebody’s even a sinner in need of a Savior! Check this out!

	 

	“Child Evangelism Fellowship, a nationally-recognized Christian group that seeks to reach children with the gospel of Jesus Christ is under fire for teaching kids the biblical doctrine of sin and eternal judgment, as well as sharing about the love and mercy of God.”

	 

	Those who oppose the group assert that because of this, CEF does not present ‘Jesus loves you’ mainstream Christianity and claim that the organization

	is ‘hardcore evangelical fundamental.’

	 

	‘They pretend to be a mainstream Christian Bible study when in fact they’re a very old school fundamentalist sect’ and that preaching to children about sin might give them feelings of fear and shame.

	 

	So, supporters have organized a group against CEF called ‘Protect Portland’s Children,’ which seeks to speak out against CEF’s message and to influence parents not to allow their children to attend its events. (This is in the Church)

	 

	In fact, one so-called Pastor said, ‘As a seminary educated clergy member, I see the tactics being used as a form of coercion similar to a cult.’

	 

	And, ‘Parents who send their children to clubs that operate on fear should be prepared to see their children suffer from mental health issues.’”3

	 

	It has set up a Facebook page and its profile photograph is of a child holding a sign that reads “I am not a sinner.
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	This is how far we have Apostatized. This is how crazy it’s getting! It’s now becoming illegal, in the Church, to share with kids the basic Biblical truth that you’re a sinner in need of a Savior, so you can go to heaven, because that might damage their self-esteem! Can you believe that? But people you better wake up and you better wake up now! When are we going to realize the obvious? Our world is full of evil people who do evil things and it’s getting more and more evil by the minute. Why? Because we all have a sin nature, just like the Bible said! It’s wretched! It’s that part of us that’s just like Satan. It’s selfish. It’s rebellious. It doesn’t want to obey God. Are you kidding me? It wants to do its own thing in its own way in its own sweet time! And that’s exactly why the Bible says you better learn to master that thing, Christian, or it’s going to master you! I didn’t say that. God did!

	 

	Genesis 4:7 “If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it.”

	 

	People of God, the Bible is clear. Unless you master your sin nature, your sin nature will master you. It will enslave you, it will pull you down, it will

	 

	
destroy your walk with God! And that’s exactly why the devil is blinding us to this truth, like this story reveals:

	 

	“In the October 1993 edition of Life magazine, there’s a picture of a ten-year-old boy named Jensen who’s playing a flute. But when you look at his eyes, or where his eyes should be beneath his long bangs, you only see red empty sockets. Why?

	 

	Because as the caption next to the photo explains, the boy was the victim of ‘organ nappers.’ That’s right. Eye thieves. You see, when Jensen was ten months old, his mother took him to the hospital with acute diarrhea.

	 

	However, the next day when she returned, she saw Jensen’s eyes covered with bandages and dried blood was spattered all over his body. Well, obviously horrified, she asked the doctor what had happened.

	[image: Image result for Boys eyes are stolen]

	 

	And the doctor answered back harshly, ‘Can’t you see your child is dying?’ and he rudely dismissed her.

	 

	So, she rushed Jensen to another hospital in and after examining him there, the doctor gave chilling news, he said, ‘They’ve stolen his eyes.’4

	 

	It’s not only shocking to realize that we actually live in a world today that is so stinking evil that people will actually rip out a child’s eyeballs for cash, leaving them blind for life, but what’s even more shocking is how many people,

	 

	
even Christians, have actually volunteered to have their eyes ripped out, not from their sockets, but from the Scriptural truth of the existence of a sin nature! Why? Because the devils’ not stupid! He knows what he’s doing. It’s called undermining your walk with Christ! The devil knows the only reason why he can get a foothold in our lives in the first place, is because there’s a part of us that wants to sin. There’s a part of us that’s just like him, that wants to rebel against God! But if he can get us to turn a blind eye to the enemy from within, then everything we do for Christ will be ruined! Do you get it? All of our efforts are going to be undermined!

	Wake up! How in the world are we ever going to become a mighty warrior for Jesus Christ and a threat to the enemy, if we can’t even admit there’s a part of us who’s working for the enemy! So, stop denying the existence of a sin nature or you are headed for a tortured life. Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 4th evidence you’re headed for a tortured life is when You Start Denying the existence of a Murderous Motive.

	 

	John 8:44 “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. The devil’s not just a liar and the father of all lies, but he’s also what? He’s a murderer, right? Which means he doesn’t just want to mess up your life spiritually, he wants to what? He wants to murder you physically, right? Why? Because he’s the devil! He’s a murderer and he’s been one from the beginning! And that’s why I keep saying, “He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts and yes people wake up he wants you dead!

	 

	And the 1st way he wants you dead is in Your Walk with God.

	 

	Ephesians 6:10-13 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground.”

	 

	
There is no need to fear the devil, right? There’s no need to run and hide. What in the world are we supposed to do as Christians? We just put on the armor of God and stand our ground and Satan’s the one who’s got to hide, right!

	Exactly! And people the devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He gets us to do just one thing, just one thing, that’ll knock us dead in our walk with God every single time. It’s called sin! Why? Because he’s not stupid people. He knows what he’s doing! Nothing infuriates him more than to see a spiritually mature Christian. Nothing strikes more fear into his heart than a Christian who’s wearing the armor of God. The power of satan is no match for the Power of Christ. That’s why he trembles when he sees you on your knees. That’s why he cringes when you open the Word of God. Now you can inflict harm. Now you can wield the Sword of the Spirit and smash his lies right back down his throat! Now he’s actually scared of you! Get it? That’s the good news. But here’s the bad news. The devil knows this! He knows it so stinking well!

	He’s no dummy! He’s been playing this game for 6,000 years. That’s why he knows one surefire way to keep us from ever becoming a threat to him. It is to get us to live a sinful life just like him! It robs us of the power of Christ and kills our walk with God every single time. But that’s not all!

	 

	The 2nd way he wants you dead is in Your Walk on Earth.

	 

	Romans 6:19,21,23 “Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

	 

	Sin doesn’t just produce heartache. It doesn’t just produce separation from God. It produces what? How many times does the Bible have to say it? Sin produces death, right? Not just spiritual death, but sometimes physical death.

	Don’t believe me? Just ask Adam and Eve. When they gave into Satan’s temptation to sin against God, they didn’t just die spiritually, they what? They died physically!

	That’s who we’re dealing with here people. It’s the devil. He’s a murderer and he’s been one from the beginning! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts and just like Adam and Eve he wants you dead! Even if it only takes one lick at a time, like this story reveals:

	 

	
Paul Harvey: This is how an Eskimo goes about killing a wolf. Here’s what he does. First, he coats his knife blade with blood and then lets it freeze. Then he adds another coat of blood and lets it freeze.

	 

	And he keeps adding another coat of blood and freezing it until the blade is hidden deep within a substantial thickness of frozen blood. Then he buries the knife – blade up – in the frozen tundra and leaves the scene.

	 

	And sure enough, pretty soon a wolf catches the scent of the fresh blood and springs to lick it. Then he licks it more and more and more feverishly until the blade is bare. But he’s still not done.

	 

	Then he keeps on licking harder and harder and harder, but because of the cold, the wolf never notices the pain of the blade on his tongue. You see, his craving for the taste of blood is so great that he doesn’t even realize his thirst is being satisfied by his own blood.

	 

	In fact, the wolf will never stop. He will keep on licking the blade until he literally bleeds to death, swallowing his own life.”5

	 

	When in the world are we going to wake up and realize who in the world we’re dealing with here? I’ll say it again. It’s the devil. He’s a murderer and he’s been one from the beginning! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts. And yes people, he wants you dead! That’s why he will tempt you again and again and again, one bite at a time and yes even one lick at a time? Why? Because he knows once we get a taste of sin, 9 times out of 10 we can’t stop until it’s too late! And then the next thing you know, we’re not just dead in our walk with God, sometimes we’re dead in our walk on Earth. Don’t believe me? Stop and think about it! The one sin of stealing often ends up producing a murder, doesn’t it? The one sin of drunkenness can cause one or many to lose their lives in a car crash, right? And the one sin of sexual immorality can lead to a death sentence called AIDS. Don’t believe me? Ask these people:

	 

	“Sins of any kind are simply things that are made to look appealing by satan but are forbidden by God because he is a just and Holy God and because he knows just how much sin harms us. And sexual sin as we are about to see, is a classic example.

	 

	
Satan makes it look attractive but if we fully understood the price we pay we’d never give it a second thought. Millions of venereal diseases that teens have caught every year, gonorrhea, crabs, syphilis, venereal warts and herpes. You would simply be amazed at the number of times they have to go to the VD clinic.

	 

	Parents were stunned when they heard of the deadly outbreak of syphilis among their youth. People were caught by surprise that they never learned that there are deadly consequences to their sin.
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	Syphilis is a horrifying disease that actually eats away at the brain until one goes insane. There are 70,000 cases of Syphilis every year and the numbers are

	climbing. Thank God, many people are learning before it’s too late. Before they end up in Hell. That they can turn from their sin and be saved by the power of Jesus Christ.

	 

	One man, in a hospital bed, tells us, ‘I lived my life as an A-sexual through Junior High and High School. Had fantasies. The fantasies included a little bit of

	 

	
both ways. But I figured that was just a passing routine and not to let that hook me.

	 

	But I made a mistake because I had been so well taught that God was a God of grace, so I could go out and do just about anything I wanted and if it was wrong, God would forgive me. Well, obviously, today I am paying a price for something I did that God had warned me that I shouldn’t have done and that’s why I need to make a message here.’

	 

	Sin always takes you farther than you want to go. It keeps you longer than you want to stay. And it costs you more than you want to pay.”6

	 

	No kidding, how many times have we learned the hard way? Sin hurts sin harms, sin destroys, and sometimes, as that guy found out, sin kills. WHY? Because satan’s a murderer and he’s been one from the beginning! He knows once we get a taste of sin, 9 times out of 10 we can’t stop until it’s too late! And then the next thing you know, we’re not just dead in our walk with God, sometimes we’re dead in our walk on Earth. He’s out to kill us! He will use whatever tool he can to get you to sin against God and we better wake up and get our head out of the sand or we are headed for a tormented life! And that’s precisely why the Bible says you not only need to acknowledge the sin nature we all have, that gives the devil a foothold in the first place, but you need to put that thing to death!

	 

	Colossians 3:5 “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.”

	 

	Romans 8:13 “For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.”

	 

	In other words, every day when we get up we need to acknowledge the existence of an enemy from within say no to sin and put that thing in the grave! Like this man did:

	 

	“A man is pulling a wooden trunk through the woods. The load is heavy, and he is bent over from the weight, and the rope that is attached and pulling it with, is cutting into his shoulder. He stops to check his directions to make sure he is going to reach the proper destination. Once he figures it out he proceeds with the journey pulling the trunk through the leaves and sticks that seem to be holding

	 

	
him back. Then he tries to pull it up the hill. It is so hard pulling that trunk. He finally makes it to the final destination. There is a hole that has been dug. The shovel is lying next to the hole on the mound of dirt. He looks in the hole and then turns to the trunk. He unlocks the lid and opens it.

	 

	He then proceeds to take out the contents of the trunk. Dirty, nasty, runny sludge, mixed with weeds, worms and slime. He takes handfuls of the dripping gunk out of trunk and throws it into the hole.

	[image: Image]His former self (sin) climbs into the hole and lays down in the mess. While his former self (sin) is laying in the hole, his new self is shoveling the dirt on top of him. Once the hole is full of dirt, the old man is gone.

	 

	The new man walks away clean and reborn. “Put to death whatever belongs to your sinful nature.” Colossians 3:5.”7

	 

	If we don’t wake up every day and acknowledge the existence of an enemy from within, say NO to its sinful suggestions, and put that thing to death in the grave, like that man did, the enemy is going to have a heyday with us! But if we’d just acknowledge it, deal with it, and dig a hole and bury that thing, we’ll experience life. As Paul says, “Put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.” That’s the pathway to victory in Christ. That’s the roadmap to becoming a mighty warrior for Jesus and a threat to the enemy. Amen? We better wake up and get our head out of the sand and realize the war we are in. The enemy is not only real but he’s really out there doing whatever he can to tempt us! We’ve got to stop being ignorant of his destructive means! There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ and take this seriously! This is no time to be a Twisted Christian! We need to Wake up Church! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, it’s the satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Fifteen

	————————————

	


The Temptation of the Tormented Christian Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was just an average day in your typical steel town of America. And with a population of 30,000 people, this town was a pillar of success. In fact, everyone wanted to live in this town. But not after this.

	 

	You see, the town had been built on a flood plain between two rivers. And then to make matters worse, just outside of town was a lake on the side of a mountain and the only thing holding it back was poorly maintained dam.

	 

	[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/ec/2a/ea/ec2aeac024120464149894c01a16c6cf--johnstown-flood-the-flood.jpg]And even though every single year, people were warned that the dam might not hold, they just laughed it off like it was some sort of a sick joke. But sick or not, at precisely 4:07 PM, the unthinkable happened. The dam broke!

	 

	Instantly 20 million tons of water came crashing down upon them forming a wall 60 feet high speeding along at 40 mph boiling with huge chunks of debris leveling everything in its path.

	 

	Thousands of people tried desperately to escape but they were snatched away and crushed like twigs in the giant wave.

	 

	
Still others became helplessly entangled in miles of barbed wire that twisted their flesh and shredded their bodies, sending them to a watery grave.

	 

	And even those who managed to cling to a piece of wood didn’t fare much better. They were simply washed downstream and became entrapped in a pile of debris that had caught fire and so they were simply burned alive!

	[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_uCTh63WypIc/TKTwc22hE4I/AAAAAAAAAEk/WAAD69_C39o/s1600/1johnstown+flood.jpg]And when all was said and done, over 2,200 people were dead, in just 10 minutes time. The year was 1889. The

	town was Johnstown, Pennsylvania. ”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Johnstown Flood? Okay, maybe a few of us history buffs. But how many of you would agree it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Johnstown Flood, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes the Johnstown Flood look like a kid’s pool party? And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. That would be the satanic War on the Christian. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ. The satanic War on the Christian has destroyed more lives than all the other wars put together. We have previously read the importance of you knowing the Temptation of Your Enemy and how he’s out there every single day, trying to get us to sin against God.

	Now so far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	
Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	Then we saw the Fifth thing you need to know is the Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	The devil will actually trick you and me into not just denying his existence, and the existence of demons, and his dominion, but he even gets us to deny the existence of a sin nature. Why? Because he’s not stupid! He knows if we never acknowledge the enemy from within, then everything we try to do for Christ will be ruined! But that’s not all. The next thing is he gets us to deny his murderous motives. Why? Because the Bible says he’s a murderer and he’s been one from the beginning! Which means he doesn’t just want you dead in your walk with God. He wants you dead in your walk here on earth! You better wake up, that’s how evil he really is! I’ll say it again. Who are we dealing with here folks? It’s the devil! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts. Therefore, he never stops!

	 

	The 2nd temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the

	Tormented Christian.

	 

	People of God, the 1st definition of the word tormented means “to cause great physical or mental pain, or to literally flat out torture.” This is one of the very first things the devil does to keep us from having a powerful testimony in Jesus Christ. He throws out the bait and says, “Hey man, lighten up, will you? I mean, come on! This is the real world. You can’t go around worshipping God 24 hours a day, seven days a week. What are you some sort of a wacko? Do you know how boring that’s going to be? Besides, what will your friends think? What will your family think? Do you want them to think you’re some sort of “holier than thou” person? Come on. Have some fun, will you?

	You might think a tormented thought is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! This is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a tormented thought leads to a turbulent life.

	 

	
And the 1st evidence you’re headed for a turbulent life is when You Start Ignoring the Temptation of the Mind. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	James 1:13-16 “When tempted, no one should say, God is tempting me. For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire is conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers.”

	 

	The Bible is clear, temptation does not come from God, it come from where? It comes from our own evil desires, right? You can’t blame that on God! The only reason why temptation works on us, in the first place, is because there’s a part of us that wants to do it, right? That’s what he’s talking about. The evil sin nature. That’s where the desire comes from! But let’s back up the train a little bit and ask the next question. Where do the evil desires come from? Where do they originate? Well, the whole process starts in the mind, doesn’t it? So, here’s the point. James says the birthing center or birthplace of sin begins where? It begins in your mind! And people, you have to understand that temptation in and of itself is not sin. It’s when you give in to the temptation, that’s when it becomes sin.

	And so, James clues us in on a very important truth when it comes to spiritual warfare. He simply says the very moment we start to give in to temptation, in the mind, you allow yourself to conceive or in other words, to become sinfully pregnant! We all know that once a person becomes pregnant, sooner or later, it’s just a matter of time, something is going to come out. Big time! I’m telling you it’s the same thing with sin. James says the longer you flirt with that thing in your mind, the more likely you are to conceive and then eventually give birth to sin. People, that’s the process. It’s that simple. This is how we are enticed. This is how we are dragged away. This is how the enemy attacks us with temptation. It begins in the mind.

	Therefore, here’s the point. If a Christian is going to maintain a victorious walk with Christ, then you better bring every thought captive and obedient to Christ. The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. Hello! He’s the author of the process of temptation. He knows it all starts in the mind, so here’s what he does. He gets us to not pay attention to what’s going on in our minds. Why? Because he knows if he can get us to allow “junk” or sinful thoughts into our mind, and not pay attention to it, then sooner or later, we’re going to what? We’re going to do exactly what James says is going to happen.

	We’re going to give birth to sin, right? That’s the process! People, not every

	 

	
thought that goes through your head is from God. Some of them are actual enticements to sin against God, from the evil one! So, stop ignoring the temptation of your mind, or you are headed for a tormented life. Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd evidence you’re headed for tormented life is when You Start Ignoring the Temptation of the Ears.

	 

	Job 12:11 “Is it not the task of the ear to discriminate between wise and unwise words, just as the mouth distinguishes between desirable and undesirable food?”

	 

	The Bible is clear. Job says that just as your mouth chews on good or bad food, and digests it into your stomach, so your ears chew on good or bad things, and digest them into your where? Into your mind, right? And so, here’s the point. Job clues us into the first way the enemy gets temptation into our minds in the first place. He does it through the ears.

	 

	And the 1st way he gets temptation into our ears, to get it into our minds, to affect our behavior, is with The Lips.

	 

	Ephesians 4:29-30 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

	 

	If you don’t want to grieve the heart of God, then don’t what? Don’t use any unwholesome language, right? In the Greek it literally means, “foul, rotten, or putrid.” Don’t do that! Why? Because, it’s not just sin, it entices other people to sin, right? Stop and think about it! When you’re spewing forth sinful words it goes into the where? It goes into the ear, right? And once it goes into the ear it starts producing what? Sinful thoughts. And as James says, the longer you allow sinful thoughts into your mind the more likely you’ll produce what? Sin, right? People you can deny it all you want, but what you allow into your ears really does influence your thinking for good or for bad. And that’s exactly why the Bible says that no Christian should have any part in spewing forth filthy language or dirty jokes. It’s not just sin, it entices other people to sin! Knock it off! Stop being used as a tool of the devil and glorify God with your mouth! But that’s not all. Filthy language and dirty jokes are not the only way people are enticed to sin with the lip. So is another lip sin called gossip.

	 

	
James 3:9-10 “We use the tongue to bless our Lord and Father and we use the same tongue to curse our fellow-men, who are all created in God's likeness.

	Blessing and curses come out of the same mouth – surely, my brothers, this is the sort of thing that never ought to happen!”

	 

	If you don’t want to be one of the world’s biggest hypocrites, then what in the world should you never do? You should never ever use your mouth to curse your fellow man, right? Why? Because it’s not just sin, it entices other people to sin. Stop and think about it. When you’re spewing forth sinful words of gossip it goes into the where? It goes into the ear, right? Once it goes into the ear it starts producing what? The sinful desire to share those sinful words, right? And so, the next thing you know that one sinful act of gossip has spread like an infection through the body of Christ! And don’t tell me people, you don’t know it’s sin! Why in the world do we couch it in words like this, “Well you see, I’m just telling you this, so you can pray for them.” Are you kidding me? As if God doesn’t know? In fact, let me clue you in on something. Even the world knows it people, like this guy shares:

	 

	“One Sunday a restaurant manager designated two rooms as a nonsmoking section to accommodate Churchgoers who were coming in for a bite to eat after their morning services.

	 

	And the busboy there said he was glad to see the large number of nonsmoking Christians, but he then added, ‘They may not smoke, but you ought to hear them gossip.’

	 

	And then he said, ‘If we had a non-gossip section, nobody would be there.’”2

	 

	Gossip is not just a horrible sin, and it’s not just an audible way to keep spreading sin, but it’s a surefire way to be the world’s biggest hypocrite as a Christian! Therefore, if you’re here today and you’re not sure whether or not something is gossip and you don’t want to sin against God, then all you have to do is follow this one simple rule. It goes like this:

	 

	Proverbs 21:23 “If you keep your mouth shut, you will stay out of trouble.”

	 

	How can you get any clearer than that? If you’re not sure whether or not something’s gossip and you don’t want to sin against God, then what in the world do you do? Keep your mouth shut! That’s exactly why the Bible says that no

	 

	
Christian should have any part in spewing forth gossip and talking about other people. Why? Because it’s not just sin, it entices other people to sin! So, knock it off and stop being used as a tool of the devil!

	 

	The 2nd way he gets temptation into our ears is with The Lyrics.

	 

	Psalm 150:3-6 “Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre, praise Him with tambourine and dancing, praise Him with the strings and flute, praise Him with the clash of cymbals, praise Him with resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.”

	 

	One of the best things you and I could ever do with music is to praise God with it, right? In fact, Sebastian Bach said “The sole purpose of all music is to bring praise to God.” The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He gets us to use music not to glorify God, but to sin against God! Don’t believe me? Correct me if I’m wrong, but is not today’s music industry totally removed from the original purpose of music to glorify God? Do they not use it instead to promote all kinds of wicked immoral behavior that’s contrary to God? Of course! Why? Because the devil’s not stupid! He knows what he’s doing! He’s the author of temptation! He knows one of the biggest ways he can get us to be tempted to sin is to get us to listen to sin! Don’t believe me? Just ask this guy:

	 

	“The American Medical Association has concluded that music is a greater influence in the life of teenagers than television.

	 

	The average teenager listens to 10,500 hours of music during the 7th and 12th grades, and thus music surpasses television as an influence in the lives of teenagers.

	 

	In fact, one person stated that “songs are more than just mirrors of society; they are actually a potent force in the shaping of it. For instance, studies have found that consumers of music with harmful themes, “increases discomfort in family situations, a preference for friends over family, and poor academic

	performance.”

	 

	And oddly enough, surveys found that more teenagers than adults believe that

	 

	
popular music encourages antisocial behavior and can actually lead some people to violence.

	[image: Image]And that’s why one Dr. testified in U.S. Senate hearings on the interrelationship of music and human

	behavior that, “music affects our moods, our attitudes, our emotions, and our

	behavior.”3

	 

	And might I add, for good or for bad! But you might be thinking, “Hey come on Pastor Billy,

	now you’re really getting wacky! I am not influenced to sin with music. It’s just words. I only listen to it because I like the beat. It has no effect on me.” Well folks, if you actually said that, then hey, don’t worry. You’re in good company. These kids said the same thing:

	 

	Alex McNamara of WOLF 9 News Reports:

	 

	“On tonight’s news, in this special report, we will be examining the controversial questions, ‘Can the music we listen to affect our lifestyle and beliefs?’ The reporter is in a club interviewing the young people there. They are dressed in black with chains, and skulls on their clothing. They seem to be high on whatever they have taken this night. Reporter: ‘Would you be willing to tell us who your favorite bands are?’ One of the guys replies: ‘Nirvana, Jesus and Mary Chain,

	Thrill Kill Kult, Sonic Youth Jesus Lizard.’

	 

	Then the girl tells us: ‘Robert Smith is gone.’ Another says: ‘Smashing

	Pumpkins.’ Reporter: ‘Do you think these songs have in any way affected your values? Now we see the nose piercing, red lipstick on the guys, or the way you live your life?’ Then the middle guy answers: ‘It’s just music man. We listen to the music, that’s all.’ In another club, with another group of young people the

	 

	
reporter again asks: ‘Would you mind telling me what music you like to listen to?’

	 

	The first young man, with a scarf on his head, earrings, baggy shirt, says: ‘Snoop Dog, Regulator Blue.’ Reporter: ‘Do you think these bands have in any way

	influenced your lifestyle or beliefs?’ The kid replies: ‘No man, BLEEP, no BLEEP we just listen to the music, that’s all, that’s all.’

	 

	The reporter then goes out on the street and stops a jeep carrying three girls. Two are standing and dancing to the music as they drive down the street. They have on short shorts, cut off t-shirts, and ball caps. The reporter asks: ‘What music do you listen to?’ They all yell in unison: ‘Aerosmith.’ Reporter: ‘Do you think this music has impacted your life in any way, shape, or form?’ One girl

	replies: ‘Get a grip, we just love the music. That’s all!’ Then they see something and all scream and point at what it is, ignoring the reporter.

	 

	Next the reporter walks into a dark room and finds guys with long hair, black eyes, shirts that say Defleppard, pentagrams on the wall, the music they are playing is loud, screaming noises for words, and the base of the drums being

	[image: Image]played so loud it’s shaking the room. Reporter: ‘What music do you like to listen to?’ They both reply in unison: ‘Slayer, Ledzepplen, Ozzie.’

	 

	Reporter: ‘Do you think this music has affected you in any way?’ The kid

	replies: ‘WHAT?’

	Reporter: ‘Do you think that listening to these bands has in any way influenced your lifestyles or

	beliefs?’ They reply:

	‘No man, we just like the music, that’s all.’ As he holds up two fingers as a sign and growls.

	 

	The next group of kids are rappers with their boombox. Again, black shirts, ball caps, chains dark glasses. The reporter asks: ‘What music do you listen to? The reply is: ‘Domino, Cool Jay, Warren G., Snoop.’ Reporter: ‘Do you think the

	 

	
songs you listen to affect your attitude or character?’ As they are moving to the music they answer: ‘No, we just like the music, that’s all.’ At that point they start yelling at a girl that is passing by.

	 

	Reporter: ‘There you have it folks, straight from the fans themselves. Apparently, the music they listen to has absolutely nothing to do with their lifestyles, beliefs, or anything else for that matter.”’4

	 

	Well, there you have it folks, music has absolutely no effect on us whatsoever. It’s only words put to music. That’s all! When in the world are we going to wake up and admit the truth. The music we allow into our ears really does have an effect on our behavior for good or bad! Why? Because stop and think about it! When you’re listening to sinful words put to music it goes into where? It goes into the ear, right? And once it goes into the ear it starts producing what? Sinful thoughts. And the longer you produce sinful thoughts the more likely you’ll produce what? Sinful behavior! But you might be thinking, “Well hey Pastor Billy, you don’t need to worry about me, I only listen to Country Music!” That stuff is as clean as a whistle! Really? Have you ever listened to the actual Country Music titles? We’ve looked at these before, but you tell me are these songs honoring God:

	 

	
		How Can I Miss You If You Won’t Go Away?

		You’re the Reason Our Kids Are So Ugly

		I’ve Been Flushed from The Bathroom of Your Heart

		My Wife Ran Off with My Best Friend and I Sure Do Miss Him

		Thank God and Greyhound She’s Gone

		I Wouldn’t Take Her to A Dawg Fight Because I’m Afraid She’d Win

		Her Teeth Were Stained, But Her Heart Was Pure

		I Don’t Know Whether to Kill Myself or Go Bowling

		I Wanna Whip Your Cow

		I Would Have Wrote You A Letter, But I Couldn’t Spell Yuck!

		I’d Rather Have A Bottle in Front of Me Than A Frontal Lobotomy

		I’m Just A Bug on The Windshield Of Life

		Billy Broke My Heart at Walgreens and I Cried All the Way to Sears

		She Thinks My Tractor’s Sexy

		Saddle Up the Stove, Ma, I’m Riding the Range Tonight

		If the Phone Don’t Ring, It’s Me Not Calling You Up

		If I Had Shot You When I Wanted To, I’d Be Out by Now



	 

	

		If You Can’t Live Without Me, Why Aren’t You Dead Yet?

		You’re the Hangnail in My Life, And I Can’t Bite You Off

		Mama Get the Hammer There’s A Fly on Papa’s Head5



	 

	Yeah, and that’s why poppa’s been dead now for 14 years! Boy, I feel at such great peace now, how about you? Yeah, right! Hey folks, maybe it’s just me, but I’m kind of thinking that’s probably not the godliest kind of music I should be listening to, you know what I’m saying? Singing about marital breakups, bad relationships, and beating my dad in the head with a hammer, that doesn’t seem to honor the Lord! Wake up and get your head out of the sand! If we already saw that dirty jokes, filthy language, and gossip clearly entice us to sin, then what in the world is the difference if you put it to music? It’s not! I don’t care what genre it is! So, you can deny it all you want but the music industry today is one of the biggest tools the devil uses to get us to sin against God. Don’t believe me? Then let’s listen to the devil himself:

	 

	“So, when you hear people say, “Ah, come on, I don’t believe that.” What they are really saying is, “I don’t want to believe that because if I do I would have to change, and I love my sinful lifestyle. Brain specialist, Dr. Richard Pellegrino

	declared that music has the uncanny power to “…trigger a flood of human emotions and images that have the ability to instantaneously produce very powerful changes in emotional states.”

	 

	He went on to quote, “Take it from a brain guy. In 25 years of working with the brain, I still cannot affect a person’s state of mind the way that one simple song can.” Satanist Priest, Rex Church admits that satanists are using music as a weapon of propaganda to influence youth around the world against Christ to establish the anti-Christ kingdom on earth.

	 

	[image: Image]The founder of the Church of Satan declared, “Today’s satanic bands are the vehicle of choice for millions of young people. If they encourage a study of real satanism, I’m all for them.”

	 

	LaVey has stated, “Satan has always had the best tunes.” He also admitted, “Music can inspire people to murder or violence, and can inspire them to shoot a mall full of people.”

	 

	Satanist Marilyn Manson has also admitted, “I

	 

	
don’t know if anyone has really understood what we’re trying to do, to lure

	people in. Once we’ve got ‘em we can give ‘em our message.” Guitarist Craig Chaquico says quote, “Rock concerts are the churches of today.

	 

	Music puts them on a spiritual plane.” Jimmie Hendricks as said, “I can explain everything better through music. You hypnotize people and when you get people at their weakest point, you can preach into their subconscious what we want to

	say.” Billy Joel, looking back on the 50’s and 60’s admitted music was used for subversive sexual revolution. “It made people feel profane. All those things they were saying about rock and roll, it’s going to subvert our youth, it’s going to make them to want to have sex, it will make them crazy, they were right.”

	 

	Country musician Conway Twitty stated, “As a country artist, I’m not proud of a lot of the things in my field. There is no doubt in my mind that we are contributing to the moral decline in America.” Jefferson Starship declared, “Our music is intended to broaden the generation gap and to alienate children from their parents.” Spencer Dryden, “Get them while they’re young and bend their minds.”

	 

	Dr. Paul King, a medical director of the adolescent program at Charter Lakeside Hospital, in Memphis, Tn. Says more than 80% of his teen patients are there

	because of rock music. Dr. King says, “the lyrics become a philosophy of life, a religion.” Millions of young people listen to music for several hours a day, the

	Barna Research Group found that mothers spend less than 30 minutes a day with their children and fathers less than 15.

	 

	Anti-Christ Perry Ferro who was formerly with James Addiction, Spin Magazine’s band of the year, not only glorifies evil but blasphemed Christ he said this, “To the mosquitoes (parents): we have more influence over your

	children than you do.” “Just keep this in mind, they’re playing our CD’s when you’re not at home. They are playing my tapes in your own car in the tape

	player. And I am influencing your children.”

	 

	What mother or father in their right mind would give their little child who they claim to love, poison, and a physical poison is dangerous and destroys the physical body. How much worse is the spiritual poison that poisons the soul and has eternal ramifications?6

	 

	
“Oh no, music has no effect on me whatsoever! Hey, it’s just words. I only listen to it because I like the beat.” I couldn’t put it better myself. What person in their right mind would voluntarily ingest poison, let alone feed it to another? People! Don’t you realize who we’re dealing with here? It’s the devil. He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts and yes Christian, he will use whatever tool he can to get you to sin against God, even if it’s sinful words put to music! Stop ignoring the temptation of your ears, or you are headed for a tormented life! Rather, we need to use our ears and our mouths to glorify God and be a blessing to other people! That’s the worship music God wants to hear!

	In fact, when one Christian honors God with their ears and mouth, and then another one joins in, and then another, so on and so forth, pretty soon it’s the most God-honoring worship you could ever hear, like this song shows:

	 

	Peter Hollens sing Mary Did You Know as a solo person.

	[image: Image]

	 

	‘Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? Mary did you know that your baby boy would save our son’s and daughter’s? Now a second Peter joins in. Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? Now a third Peter joins in. This child that you deliver would soon deliver you? Mary did you know that your baby boy would give sight to a blind man?

	Mary did you know that your baby boy would calm the storm with his hand? Now two more Peter’s come and start singing. Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? And when you kiss your little baby you kiss the face of God? Now there are 5 Peters harmonizing this beautiful song in the church chapel. The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again, the lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the lamb. Once again, we have another Peter joining in to finish this song. Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation, Mary did you know your baby boy will one day rule

	 

	
the nations? Did you know that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb? The sleeping child you’re holding is the great I AM. Mary did you know?7

	 

	Church did you know? It’s beautiful when just one Christian honors God with their ears and mouth, but when you start putting that together another Christian doing the same thing, and another one and another. Even a whole Church getting in on it, what beautiful worship music that must be to God. Let’s be those people who not only listens to godly music and puts forth godly words with our mouths, but ones that therefore makes godly music wherever we go, Amen?

	Its high time we the Church stop being ignorant of the devil’s schemes.

	There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. If we’re ever going to win this war, then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ.

	People, this is no time to be a Tormented Christian! Wake up! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, The satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Sixteen

	————————————

	


The Temptation of the Tormented Christian Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was just an average evening with an average family all tucked into bed all nice and neat, when suddenly, 12-year-old Rosita was awakened by the sound of clattering jars. So, she got up to look around and that’s when she noticed that the clay pots weren’t the only things shaking, so was the floor of the house!

	 

	[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_V6GudSVpLcY/SwsN5Kc0U6I/AAAAAAAAACI/R538wVVbMR0/s320/armero_omayra.jpg]So, she did what any 12-year-old would do, and she cried out to her mom who only replied, ‘Oh, honey, don’t worry. Go back to bed. It’s only the volcano shaking.’ So, with her mother’s reassurance, Rosita simply laid back down in her bed in total peace and silence.

	 

	But that was about to change.

	Suddenly Rosita heard a strange sound like twigs were snapping, so she ran to the front door of her home and what she saw made her freeze right there in her tracks.

	Something like brown foam was coming out of the streets headed her way so she screamed in utter terror. Why? Because that brown foam was a massive wall of mud, 132 feet high filled with trees traveling at 30 mph! First it started dragging

	 

	
beds along, then it started crushing walls, then it caused cars to run the people down.

	 

	But that was just the beginning. Soon entire buildings were completely destroyed, breaking into pieces, adding boulder-sized chunks of concrete to the mud, which now meant the wall of mud became like a wall of tractors that chopped and shredded everything in its path.

	 

	And when the screams and cries and the mud flow had finally silenced, the death toll rang out. In just a few minutes time, 23,000 people were drowned in a pool of mud.

	 

	The year was 1985. The disaster was the Armero Mudslide.”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Armero Mudslide? Okay, probably not many. But, how many of you guys would agree, it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Armero Mudslide, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes the Armero Mudslide look like a carnival ride. And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country, at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries.

	I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian.

	And these are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ.

	And what’s wild, is that most wars go on for a few years or even longer. But the satanic War on the Christian has been going on for the last 2,000 years non-stop and it’s sending people straight to hell! Most people will readily talk about all the other wars throughout history and all their atrocities, we need to talk about them! Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history. The satanic War on the Christian has destroyed more lives than all the other wars put together?

	Now So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	
Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	We previously read that the fifth thing you need to know is The Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there every single day trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	The last time we saw the 2nd temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the Tormented Christian.

	 

	We saw how the devil will actually trick you and I into not learning how temptation works on us. Why? Because he’s not stupid! He’s the author of temptation. He knows if we never stop his evil temptations at their source, then by our own doing, we’ll be tormented again and again and again! Then we saw that the source, or birthing center, of his temptations was the mind and the first way he gets them into our minds is through the ears. He does that by ungodly words coming out of people’s lips or ungodly words coming out of people’s music. Either way, they are enticements to get us to sin. How? Via the ear! But that’s not all. I’ll say it again. Who in the world are we dealing with here? It’s the devil! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts. And yes, Christian, he wants you dead, therefore he never stops! Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 3rd evidence you’re headed for tormented life is when You Start Ignoring the Temptation of the Eyes. But don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Matthew 6:22-23 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness.”

	 

	Jesus clues us in to the second method the enemy uses to get his darkness or his temptation into our minds. What did He say there? He said he not only gets it in though our ears, but here we see he gets it in through our eyes, right? Why? Because, what did He say? The eyes are the lamp of the body. They are the instruments that illuminate our souls, right? That’s exactly why Jesus said if you

	 

	
allow light or good things into your eyes then your body’s going to be full of what? Good things or light, right? But, what was the flip side? He said if you allow dark things into your eyes, then things are going to get, what? They’re going to get dark and they’re going to get dark very, very fast! Why? Because stop and think about it! It’s the same process of temptation we saw with the ears. If you surround yourself with sinful objects it goes into the where? It goes into the eye. And once it goes into the eye it starts producing what? Sinful thoughts. The longer you allow sinful thoughts into your mind the more likely you’ll produce what? Sin, right? Do you get it? It’s the exact same process! Deny it all you want. but Jesus clearly says what you allow into your eyes really does influence your thinking for good or for bad. The devil knows this. He knows it so well. So, here’s what he does. He gets us to put not good things into our eyes, but bad things. Why? Because we’ll start producing immoral behavior!

	The 1st way the enemy gets bad things into our eyes is with The Dress. 1 Timothy 2:9-10 “And I want women to be modest in their appearance. They

	should wear decent and appropriate clothing and not draw attention to themselves by the way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or pearls or expensive clothes. For women who claim to be devoted to God should make themselves attractive by the good things they do.”

	 

	Don’t get me wrong. I am not against makeup. I think J. Vernon McGee put it best when he said, “If a barn needs painting, paint it.” Okay? But seriously, the Bible is clear. Here’s the point. Whether it’s a woman, or might I add, a man, the principle of the text here is our appearance as Christians, be it a woman or a man. The question is this, “How does the Bible say we as Christians should be dressing ourselves?” It said we should be dressing ourselves in modesty and decency, right? It’s not just pleasing to God, but the reason why it’s pleasing to God is it avoids becoming a temptation to man and this is precisely the problem. People today, even Christians are no longer dressing themselves in modesty or decency. They’re dressing themselves immodestly and indecently, even in the Church! I’ve got this problem narrowed down to two options. One, either the clothes dryers across America are way too hot and they’re shrinking everyone’s clothes and we need to boycott Maytag. Two, more than likely they’ve bought into a lie which says, the less clothing you have on, the better you’ll appear. But what did we just read? If you claim to be devoted to God, then a beautiful appearance must come from within not just without. We are to inwardly adorn ourselves with the attractiveness of doing good things for the glory of God, not

	 

	
outwardly for the seduction of man! But you might object, “Hey, come on Pastor Billy. Get real! What are you, some sort of modern day wacko Puritan? I’m not influencing somebody to sin by the way I dress. Give me a break! It’s just clothes.” Well, if that’s true then you’re going to have to explain to me these facts on pornography, people who don’t wear clothes.

	 

	
		There are more than 15,000 adult bookstores in the United States. They outnumber McDonald’s restaurants in the United States by a margin of at least three to one.

		The pornography industry is larger than the commercial movie and record industries combined.

		The circulation of Playboy and Penthouse - 24 million - is twice that of Newsweek and Time combined. 75% of video stores sell pornography, which makes up 50% - 60% of sales.

		Americans rent upwards of 800 million porn videos and DVD’s a year. Making nearly one in five movie rentals a porn flick.

		Hollywood produces 400 feature films a year. The porn industry churns out 11,000.

		One in 4 American adults surveyed in 2002 admitted to seeing an X-rated movie in the last year.

		Annual rentals and sales of adult videos and DVDs top $4 billion.

		There are 4.2 million pornographic websites. This represents 12 percent of all websites in the world.

		Every day, there are 68 million search engine requests for pornographic material. That is 25 percent of all search engine requests.

		According to Media Metrix, 71.9 million people visited adult sites in August 2005, reaching 42.7 percent of the Internet audience.

		Pornography on the Internet constituted the third largest sector of sales in cyberspace.

		Pornography is a $12-$13 billion-a-year industry-more than the combined annual revenues of the Coca-Cola and McDonnell Douglas corporations. It has a $57 billion revenue worldwide.

		Two-thirds of the divorce lawyers attending a 2002 meeting of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers said excessive interest in online porn contributed to more than half of the divorces they handled that year.

		Nearly all (90 percent) of American children aged 8-16 view porn online.

		10% of men admit to having an online porn addiction

		Though true, women do watch porn. Most studies show that woman watch far less porn than men.



	 

	

		Several recent studies have found that teenagers from all over the world use porn to learn about real live sex.

		Internet porn in the U.K. receives more traffic than social networks, shopping, gaming, finance and travel

		There is a fallacious rumor that Australia bans porn that shows women with A-cup breasts or smaller, but there is not a specific rule banning small breasted models. However, there is an issue with the classification of actors not looking adult enough or old enough which could then be categorized as child sexual abuse or sexual fetish

		While viewing porn, men focus on a woman’s face, that’s right, not the butt, legs or even breasts

		88.2% of top related porn scenes show aggressive acts where 70% of the occurrences are perpetrated by the guy.

		Sex trackers findings show that 70% of all internet porn traffic is occurring during work days from 9am to 5pm.

		20% of American men admit that they access pornography at work

		Every 39 minutes a new porn film is completed in the United States.

		The United States is the top producer of pornographic DVD’s and web materials. The second largest is Germany.

		Most men watch or have watched porn. Someone from the University of Montreal tried to conduct a study but when he tried to create a control group of men in their 20’s that haven’t consumed porn he couldn’t find a single one.

		Male porn performers do not make that much. However, they make more money in gay rather than straight porn. As much as 3 times as much per film.

		There are over 68 million searches of pornography in the United States which are about 25% of all daily searches.

		Presidential elections seem to influence porn consumption. In 2004 after President Bush won the election conservative states saw an increase of porn related internet searches and in 2008 when Obama won liberal states saw an increase of porn related searches as well

		The University of Montreal studies found that most guys are exposed to porn for the first time at age 10.

		Just about half of the internet is made up of porn or porn related content.

		In North Korea the punishment for viewing porn is death.

		There are claims that Utah has the highest consumption per capita for porn in the United States.

		One in three women view pornography at least once per week.



	 

	

		However globally ‘teen’ is the one of the most searched term. Google trend analyst has found that searches for teen porn have more than tripled between 2005 and 2013. Moreover, teen porn was the fastest growing genre over this period.

		The most searched porn word in American is ‘cream pie’ according to a recent porn hub analysis.

		At any given second of the day, there are as much as 30,000,000 unique visitors visiting porn sights, this means that there are about 30,000,000 unique visitors visiting porn right now.

		The Porn industry also makes more money than the NFL, NBA, and major league baseball combined. They also make more than NBC, CBS, and ABC combined and if that’s not enough they have larger revenues than top technology companies such as Microsoft, Google, Amazon, Ebay, Yahoo, Apple, and Netflix, combined.

		13,000 adult videos are produced annually amassing over 13 billion dollars in profit, by comparison Hollywood released 507 movies and made only 8.8 billion dollars

		The sex industry is the most profitable industry in the world which includes street prostitution, strip clubs, phone sex, and pornography.

		People who view porn regularly are less likely to get married than those who do not because porn is seen as a substitute for marital sexual gratification

		Pornography has been shown to increase marital infidelity by 300 percent

		A 2014 study found that people who frequently view pornography have decreased brain cells, damaged and shrunken frontal lobes, making their brains smaller on average than those people who do not view pornography

		Pornography consumption can be as “mood altering” and as “addictive” as narcotics, as we see here2



	 

	Fight the New Drug reports:

	I want to tell you about this, our brain, sometimes we challenge those rules and do things that hurt our brains like batting a baseball and it hits the pitcher in the head, or riding a bike into a rock causing the bike to come to a sudden stop and the rider flying over the handle bars, crashing his head into a rock, or a wrestler jumping off the side of the ring to land on the opponent but the opponent moves and he lands head first on the floor or jumping off the side of a building and doing a belly flop smashing his head into the cement or a guy is riding his bike as fast as he can down the street to go up a ramp and sail over the trees and land on the roof of the apartment complex on the corner.

	 

	
Unfortunately, he isn’t going quite fast enough because when he lifts off the ramp he makes it almost to the edge of the roof but crashes head first into the side of the building.

	 

	There are some other things that might hurt our brains, as well. We have alcohol, drugs, and we have big metal balls with spikes on the end. But I want to talk about a new drug. The thing is porn, but it isn’t all that new. It’s been around

	since the beginning. So, why are we calling it a new drug. That’s because scientists are just now, in the last decade, beginning to figure out what pornography really does. How it effects our brains.

	 

	Psychologists are understanding how it effects our behaviors, and sociologists, our society. So, we are just beginning to understand that it can be just as addictive as drugs and it can lead to addiction. So, people are asking, how? It doesn’t make any sense. Again, I don’t drink it, I don’t smoke it, how?

	 

	Pornography goes in through the eyes and triggers a release of chemicals in your brain, like Dopamine, Serotonin, Epinephrine, and Oxytocin. This isn’t a science class, but you may have heard of them. These are natural chemicals that your body produces. These chemicals are needed. When you do drugs, hard drugs, or look at pornographic material, your brain is overloaded with these chemicals.

	 

	After you keep looking at porn your brain gets used to these excessive amounts and builds up a tolerance. The images that once gave you a rush don’t have the same effect any more. In order to get that same rush, it not only takes more of it, but it also takes a more hard-core version of it.

	 

	Your brain becomes dependent on that rush of chemicals and literally rewires itself to think that that is normal, so you cannot function without it. That is

	addiction. The same process happens with cocaine and heroin, they can’t stop.3

	 

	These are the facts. If another person’s illicit dress does not influence us visually, then why in the world has pornography become a multibillion dollar industry? You can deny it all you want, but just like Jesus said, what you allow into your eyes really does influence your thinking. That’s exactly why He said your eyes are not just a source of visual temptation, they’re a source of visual sin. I didn’t say that. He did!

	 

	
Matthew 5:27-28 “You have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

	 

	Wake up and get your head out of the sand. The Bible clearly says if a person looks upon another person’s dress or lack thereof, including pornography, you are guilty of what? Adultery. That’s exactly why the Bible says that no Christian should have any part in pornography let alone dressing themselves in an immodest or indecent fashion. It’s not just sin, it entices other people to sin! So, knock it off and stop being used as a tool of the devil! We are here to worship God, not entice other people to sin with their eyes!

	 

	The 2nd way the enemy gets temptation into our eyes is with The

	Drama.

	 

	Psalm 101:3 “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.”

	 

	You talk about common sense! If you’re sick and tired of being tempted with wickedness, then what in the world do you do? Do not set any wicked thing before your eyes, right? Remember the process. If you surround yourself with sinful objects it goes into the where? It goes into the eye. And once it goes into the eyes it starts producing what? Sinful thoughts. The longer you allow sinful thoughts into your mind the more likely you’ll produce what? Sin! And herein lies the problem. Instead of setting a guard over our eyes so that we won’t be tempted to sin, we keep setting wicked things before our eyes again and again! And we have the audacity to wonder why we have a problem with temptation!

	Whether you realize it or not, one of the biggest forms of temptation we voluntarily allow into our eyes, is not just the makers of clothing, it’s the makers of the media. And you talk about self-torment! It’s bad enough we have to deal with the visual temptation of people’s dress outside the home, but when we get home, what do we do? We keep that temptation coming in the form of drama. Is that nuts or what? No wonder Christians aren’t experiencing victory over sin! No wonder the Church is having a problem with immorality. No wonder we can’t seem to get all those sinful thoughts out of our heads. We never shut it off at its source! Don’t believe me? Check out these stats on watching TV.

	 

	
		The average household combined watches almost seven hours a day of television.



	 

	

		On the average, a child spends 1,680 minutes a week watching television. Compare that with the 38.5 minutes a week that he or she talks one-on-one with a parent.

		By the time they reach kindergarten, the average American child has seen between 6,000 and 8,000 hours of television—approximately one-third of their total pre-school waking hours.

		At maturity, they will have spent more time in front of a television than in any classroom.

		By the age of ten, most children can name more brands of beer than Presidents.

		The average American child or teenager views 10,000 murders, rapes, and aggravated assaults per year on television.

		80.3 percent of all television programs contain acts of violence. The typical program includes 5.21 incidents.

		Children born today will witness 200,000 acts of violence on television by the time they are eighteen.

		The average American adolescent will view nearly 14,000 sexual references per year.

		56% of all programs on American television were found to contain sexual content. Nearly one third of family hour shows contain sexual references.

		75% of prime-time network shows included sexual content in 1999-2000, up 67% in one year alone.

		By the time today’s children reach age of 70, they will have spent 7-10 years of their lives watching TV.

		On Average the typical American views just over 5 hours of TV every day.

		The average person watches about 141 hours of TV per month, or 1,692 hours per year. Assuming you reach the average U.S. life expectancy of 78, that’s about 15 years of your life spent on watching TV.

		The average American home features 2.5 TV sets.

		Thirty-one percent of American households own four sets or more.

		Time per day that TV is on in an average US home: 7 hours, 40 minutes

		Percentage of Americans who always or often watch TV while eating dinner: 40

		Chance that an American will fall asleep with the TV on at least 3 nights a week: 1 in 4

		Hours per year the average American youth spends in school: 900

		Hours per year the average American youth watches television: 1,023

		Percentage of day care centers that use TV during a typical day: 70



	 

	

		Children spend more time watching TV than in any other activity except sleep.

		Percentages of television-time that children ages 2-7 spend watching alone and unsupervised: 81

		Percent of total television-time that children older than 7 spend without their parents: 95

		Percentage of Americans who can name The Three Stooges: 59

		Percentage of American who can name three Supreme Court Justices: 17

		By the age of ten, most children can name more brands of beer than Presidents

		An estimated 38 commercials air every minute across national TV

		Number of TV commercials viewed by American children a year: 20,000

		Age by which children can develop brand loyalty: 2

		Number of TV commercials seen by the average American by age 65: 2 million

		Experts will tell you that TV rots the brain and it can be especially damaging for kids

		Studies estimate that the typical American child will view 16,000 murders and 200,000 acts of violence on TV by the time they graduate high school

		Kids cartoon shows display up to 20 violent acts every hour alone

		Seventy percent of all shows in 2005 had sexual content

		According to a study prepared for the Kaiser Family Foundation fifty hours of programming selected included 156 acts of sexual intercourse

		Television is bad for your health. A Recent research study conducted at the Harvard School of Public Health indicates that watching too much television can significantly increase the risk of developing obesity, heart disease ad type 2 diabetes

		Television feeds you false information. Most people accept whatever television is feeding them, without ever casting a doubt on its truthfulness.

		Television makes you dumb. Watching TV can hinder your ability to think. It leads us to stop using our critical thinking processes and a consequence we can be easily misinformed and manipulated. We might think that we become more knowledgeable, in reality we become dumb.

		Television wastes your time. Life is short, be aware of how we choose to spend it watching TV.

		The question more and more concerning parents and public officials is this: What is all this viewing doing to them?4



	 

	
I’ll tell you what it’s doing to them. They’re being enticed to sin via their eyes! But you might be thinking, “Hey, come on Pastor Billy. Here you go again. You’re acting like a wacky Puritan guy. I’m not influenced to sin by what I watch on TV. It’s just a movie.” Well, if that’s true, then first of all, I’d like you to listen to some good ol’ fashion common sense. Why would advertisers spend 120 billion dollars every single year on commercials unless of course they really do influence our behavior? Either it works or they’re the dumbest people on the planet, who have tons of cash to burn! And for some reason, I don’t think they’re just throwing their money away. They know it works. But, if you don’t want to listen to common sense then maybe you should listen to your children. They tend to be a bit more honest when it comes to the effects of media on them.

	 

	
		Cigarette billboards tell you to smoke, so do beer commercials on TV. Too many advertisements for alcohol. They can make you buy toys, and make you buy cigarettes and beer. I feel that they want me to smoke or maybe drink. I don’t like the way they portray alcohol with men and women, especially women.

		It says, do what you want to do and don’t listen. Is has made me make bad choices and do something I thought was right that is really wrong. Commercials make you buy things. Candy. I think they are trying to get you to buy something. We can be influenced by choices people on TV make.

		There are too many killings on TV. There is way too much violence on TV and causes me to think that most people are like that, and the people that they show who are violent are scrubby and dirty and causes me to think all violent people are like that. TV shows violence and gory things a lot. Too much violence and too much doing drugs. It scares me. It influences me to have bad nightmares.

		It says everyone wants to be skinny, so I want to be skinny. Lies and bad pictures. Too much sex. It makes me think getting hit and hurt is cool. Sex on TV is extremely bad. It causes people to think everybody is doing it. TV makes you feel that you have to be beautiful in order to be a good person.

		Guns and violence. The media is big on stuff like violence, bad examples. A lot of violence and killing. Too much drugs and killing. It has caused me to be more violent in some of my actions. Video games that have too much fighting. Watching people getting beaten up. The media is always showing people dying. It has changed me to be not so nice because I saw it on TV.

		Violence and sex. Drugs and sex. Show bad stuff like 1/2 pornographic. All of the sex and violence. X-rated shows on cable. Women as sex objects. See other people naked on TV all the time.



	 

	

		It has caused me to swear more often. Lots of foul language. Swearing on radio and TV.

		It causes me to have a bad attitude toward my parents.5



	 

	You wonder why kids today are getting so bratty and disrespectful? I’m sure it has nothing to do with the media, it’s just entertainment. But hey, if you don’t want to listen to common sense or your children, then maybe you should listen to your conscience. Ask yourself, “If Jesus were to come visit your house tonight, would you pull up a chair and have Him watch this with you?”

	 

	The two Christian film offices that have been active in providing moral guidelines for the entertainment industry for over 30 years were shut down as well. New ideas and a new breed of people began to take their place, among them were Anton Szandor LaVey.

	 

	He says, “we believe in greed, we believe in selfishness, we believe in all of the

	[image: http://i1.ytimg.com/vi/NOYNjodABfY/hqdefault.jpg]lustful thoughts that motivate man.” After opening up church of Satan in San Francisco, LaVey began to advise film makers on matters involving the occult. LaVey’s satanic beliefs make his observations about the film industries new attitude towards Jesus very

	interesting. “The satanic age began about the year 1966 and now we are beginning to see in ‘Jesus Christ,

	Superstar’ and ‘Godspell’, Jesus as fallible, no different from any other man which is originally what Satan was supposed to represent.” Says Sherry and Brad Steger, Hollywood and the Supernatural, St. Martin’s Press, 1990, p.13.

	 

	LeVay proved to be far more discerning than the multitude of church going people who bought into this dumbing down of the Messiah. Some quotes from movies: from ‘Fletch’, “Jesus Christ on a popsicle stick”, from the ‘Favor, the Watch and the Very Big Fish’, “God, I’m so hungry”, from Sam Kinison, “It’s like the Last Supper, I know they doctored that up”, From the ‘Dream Team’, as the actor holds up the bottle of alcohol he says, “This is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

	 

	
From the ‘Crow’, “Jesus Christ walks into a hotel, He hands the inn keeper three nails, can you put me up for the night?” When asked about her characters

	venomous hatred of Christ, in ‘Lair of the White Worm’, the actress replied, “I am an atheist, so it was actually a joy. Spitting on Christ was a great deal of fun”. From cartoons, Beavis and Butt-head to comedy, Robin Williams, “The

	devil is just God when he is drunk”. From Kids in the Hall, “Yes, God did exist, He died, He was very small, mystery solved.”

	 

	From Mosquito Coast, “Look at this, kids, just what I have been warning you about.” As the actor is handed a Bible, and he tosses it back to the person who gave it to him, poking fun at the Bible. Poking fun at going to church, we have

	the Roseanne show. “It’s even worse than you thought,” says the daughter. The dad says, “he’s not doing drugs, is he?” The daughter replies, “No, No, he’s

	going to church.” From Picket Fences, “I’m off to church.” Says the little boy. His brother says, “He’s wacked!”

	 

	Then there is the making light of prayer. From the Simpson’s, they bow their heads at the table and Homer prays, “Dear God we pay for our stuff ourselves so thanks for nothing.” Then the pagan practices of the American Indians, in Dances with Wolves, the Indians are treated with loving respect. Where Eastern Religions bask in the warm fuzzies of the spiritual awe. And even where the

	occult is given the benefit of the doubt in Out on a Limb. “He said the divine force is what the soul is made of,” says Shirley MacLaine.

	 

	While the Christian faith of untold millions is portrayed as a potential breeding ground for Neo Nazi, public execution, from ‘The Handmaids Tale’, and a religion induces madness that can lead to everything from mob violence to

	mothers’ willingness to kill her child, in the ‘Rapture’. The mother asked her little daughter, “Do you love God?” as she holds the gun to her daughters’ head. The little girl replies, “Yes” then the mother tells her daughter, “Don’t be afraid, baby,” and pulls the trigger. Far too often this is the gospel according to Hollywood.6

	 

	How many of you would say Jesus probably wouldn’t appreciate being forced to watch all that sinful blasphemous junk? Then folks, let me ask you the obvious question. “Why then are you watching that sinful blasphemous junk?” If it’s not appropriate for Jesus why in the world is it appropriate for you, especially when the Bible says this.

	 

	
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”

	 

	When we get saved, we become the temple of the Holy Spirit. Which means that He not only hears what we hear, but what? He sees what we see. Which means, when you’re at home watching all that sinful blasphemous junk, then guess what? You are forcing Jesus to watch all that junk! And that’s exactly why He said, if that’s you, you better check in for some radical surgery now!

	 

	Matthew 5:29 “So if your eye causes you to lust, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.”

	 

	Jesus said if any part of your body, including your eyes are causing you to sin, what in the world do you do? You don’t deny it! You don’t make excuses for it. You don’t keep doing it. What do you do? You perform radical surgery and rip it out of your eyes! It’s not that hard to figure out. If you’re sick and tired of being tempted, get rid of the temptation now! This has nothing to do with legalism, it has everything to do with common sense! But that’s still not all! If you don’t want to listen to common sense or your children, or your conscience, then maybe you should listen to God! I’m going to make one final appeal to you. If you really don’t think the media is one huge source of sinful temptation, then would you please open your heart to what this video clip has to say.

	 

	And the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the sky and brought me into the vision of God, to Jerusalem, to the North Gate of the Temple. Then the Lord brought me to the entry of the courtyard. And when I looked I saw a hole in the wall. ‘Now dig into the wall,” he said. I did, an uncovered a door into a hidden room. Then the Lord said to me go in and see the terrible evil things they are doing.

	 

	So, I entered and looked, and the walls were covered with pictures of all kinds of demonic and hideous things including all the various idols worshiped by the people of the land. There they were standing before the image, fixing their minds and lifting up their hearts and the innocence of their worship created a thick dark cloud above their heads. Then the Lord said to me “Son of man, have you seen what the people of the land are doing in the dark? Each man in the room with his

	 

	
idols.” And they say, “The Lord does not see us.” Ezekiel 8:3,7-12. “He has gone away.”7

	 

	Oh, but the Lord does see us. And He has not gone away. Therefore, let’s be honest. If you walk away, especially knowing what you now know, and you can’t seem to shut that sinful drama off, then could it be that your allegiance really isn’t with the One and Only God who saved your soul, but a demonic idol in the shape of a square that’s designed to destroy your soul? It’s not that hard to figure out. If you’re sick and tired of being tempted, get rid of the temptation now! This has nothing to do with legalism, it has everything to do with common sense! Its high time that we the Church stop being ignorant of the devil’s schemes. There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad, it’s right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ. People, this is no time to be a Tormented Christian! Wake up! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, this is the satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Seventeen

	————————————

	The Temptation of the Troubled Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“Well, it started off just like any other typical day. The adults had just finished their lunches, the kids were coming in from recess, and all seemed just fine with this small Mid-Western town people. But little did they know, in just a matter of seconds, everything was about to go wrong!

	 

	Shortly after 1:00 pm the wind began to blow, and it began to blow with such a force that the trees actually began to snap in half! Then all of a sudden, a twirling beast descended from the clouds and moved along the ground at 70 mph, destroying every single thing in its path.

	 

	
 

	[image: https://23711-presscdn-pagely.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/02/tristate_lg.jpg]

	obliterated it.

	



	

First it killed a farmer, then it killed two more people, then it injured another 75. But that was just the beginning. Then it killed a child and left 32 others injured. Then eleven more people died and still another 34 and then it turned on the town and totally

	 

	
But that was just one town. Soon it moved on to the next where it killed 234 people, then to another town where it killed 69, then to another town killing 127, and still another town killing 71.

	 

	In fact, for the next three and a half hours more people would die, and more deaths would occur from this one single disaster than in any other of its kind in all of U.S. history.

	 

	The year was 1925. The disaster was The Great Tri-State Tornado.”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Tri-State Tornado? Okay, maybe a couple of you have. But how many of you would say it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in that tornado, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that tornado look like a trip to the park. What if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place and one country at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian.

	How many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history, the satanic War on the Christian that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together? Therefore, in order to stop getting duped and beat up all over the place, we’re going to continue in our study.

	 

	Now So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	We previously read that the Fifth thing you need to know is The Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there every single day trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	
The last two times we saw the 2nd temptation he fires at you and I is the

	temptation of the Tormented Christian.

	 

	There we saw how the devil will actually trick you and I into not learning how temptation works on us. Why? Because he’s not stupid! He knows if we never stop his evil temptations at their source, then by our own doing, we’ll be tormented again and again and again! We saw that the source or birthing center of his temptations was the mind and the 1st way he gets them into our minds is through the ears. We saw the 2nd way he gets them into our minds is through the eyes. He does that with the dress, by getting people to dress themselves immodestly and indecently, even in the Church, becoming a visual source of temptation when you’re supposed to be worshipping God. Then gets us to keep that visual temptation going even when we get home with the drama or the ungodly sinful media coming from the TV. Either way, they are enticements to get us to sin. How? Via the eyes! But that’s not all. I’ll say it again. Who in the world are we dealing with here? It’s the devil! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts. And yes, Christian he wants you dead, therefore he never stops!

	 

	The 3rd temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the

	Troubled Christian. But hey, don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	1 Peter 5:5-11 “Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. If you and I as Christians are going to live victorious lives in Christ, we not only need to walk humbly before the Lord, but we simultaneously need to what? We need to keep a sharp eye out for the devil, right? Why? Because what did it say there? If we don’t, he’s going to what? He’s going to slaughter us. He’s going to devour us. Literally in the Greek, swallow us up and destroy us whole! And people, this is why I keep

	 

	
saying, and I’ll say it again. The Christian life is not a game. You are in a war! There really is a devil and he’s really out there to get you.

	But the good news is, as we saw, according to our text, if we would just remain humble before the Lord and stay dependent upon Him, then what’s going to happen? We don’t have to be troubled about anything, right? Exactly!

	The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He not only gets us to deny his existence, but he also gets us to not experience the victory we already have in Christ. How? By not utilizing the practical tools God gives us over temptation. So, the next thing you know, instead of trying to counter the devil’s attacks with the victory we already have in Christ, we resort to things we don’t even know we’re doing, like this guy shares.

	 

	Tim Hawkins, comedian, musician:

	I think the way we pray, prayer is a powerful thing, but when you grow up in church and you hear prayers all the time, in different styles and stuff, little quirks when they pray, using phrases that I don’t understand to this day, we use these phrases because that is just what we heard growing up.

	 

	[image: http://media.salemwebnetwork.com/godtube/2014/11/18/482927--8930669f-c082-4af0-83d3-8f23f52ce7b9-poster.jpg]It’s just the right thing to say. Things like ‘hedge of protection’, did you ever hear that? Like ‘We are praying a hedge of protection around you buddy! That’s right, a hedge. Around you and your whole family’.

	 

	He swings his arm in a circle to make sure that person understands that the person he is talking to understands that the hedge is going to completely encircle him. The audience is laughing at his little skit.

	 

	The person being prayed for says, “A hedge, huh? I don’t mean to complain but is that the best you can do? How about a thick cement wall? With some razor wire on the top of that bad boy? If you get a good set of clippers you can get right through that thing. I’m sure the Devil has a set of those.

	 

	Do you think a hedge is going to scare the Devil away? He would say, ‘What is this greenery? I can’t get through that?’ as he stares at the hedge like it would keep him away. The Devil would pace back and forth and then demand, ‘move that bush! My greatest weakness is landscaping, how would they know?’”2

	 

	
Let’s be honest. How many of you have actually prayed that prayer and you still don’t know what in the world a hedge of protection is? Nothing wrong with it, but do you even understand the Biblical basis for it? This is precisely my point. The devil is so stinking evil that he not only gets us to deny his existence, but he gets us to rely on things that won’t make a hill of beans difference! Why? Because he’s not stupid! He knows that once we do that, instead of enjoying the victory we’ve already got in Christ, we’re still going to be headed for a troubled life! Do you get it? Therefore, let’s get practical. Let’s break it down. Let’s look at the practical tools God gives us to experience victory over temptation. It’s pretty clear.

	 

	The 1st way the enemy attacks us with temptation is When You’re the Most Vulnerable.

	 

	And the 1st time you’re the most vulnerable is When You’re All Alone.

	 

	Matthew 4:1-4 “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, ‘if you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.’ Jesus answered, ‘It is written: Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

	 

	According to our text the Bible is clear. Notice the proximity of Jesus when the devil came to tempt Him. He wasn’t among a crowd of people. He wasn’t at a party. Where was He? He was all alone, right? Why? Because the devil’s not stupid people. He knows that when we are all alone, we are more apt to give into temptations. Why? Because stop and think about it. When we’re all alone, we don’t have anybody to keep us accountable, do we? We don’t have anyone there to talk us out of it. We don’t have anyone to warn us, “Hey, you’re going astray,” right? Exactly, people! And this is exactly what the devil wants. He wants to isolate you. He wants to get you all by yourself. He wants to get you to do what the Scripture says not to do and forsake the assembling of the brethren. Why? Because it’s called divide and conquer. It’s an age-old tactic. Just like the predators in the wild who first separate their prey from the herd and then close in for the easy kill, so it is with satan and his temptation. Oh, you think you can handle it. Of course, you’re so spiritual. Not like those hypocrites in the Church. Why you’re not like them, you’ve got it all together. But people, I’m here to tell you the devil knows better. Sooner or later, the longer you stray, and head out on your own, you become what he wants you to become, and that’s

	 

	
called easy prey. And the next thing you know, just like a sheep that breaks out of its pen, that was designed for it’s what? Not its pain, but it’s protection, so you too have wandered all alone out in the wilderness straight into the devil’s trap.

	Wake up Christian! He’s going to get you, especially when you’re all alone. But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd time you’re the most vulnerable is Right Before a Spiritual Success.

	 

	Matthew 4:5-7 “Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. If you are the Son of God, he said, throw yourself down. For it is written: He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. Jesus answered him, it is also written: Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”

	 

	Now, once again notice in the text, not just the proximity of the temptation of Jesus, but notice the timing of the temptation of Jesus. If you put it back in its context, you’ll see when it happened. Not when Jesus was a baby. Not when he was a boy or even a teenager. But when? It was right before His greatest time of spiritual success. Right before He would announce He was the Messiah, the Savior of the World, right? Right before He would heal the sick and raise the dead. Right before He would die on the cross for the sake of our sins. Why?

	Because the devil’s not stupid. He knew if he could get Jesus to give in to his temptation, then he would’ve what? He would’ve sinned! And if He would’ve sinned, then what would have happened? His ministry would not have been a success but a what? An absolute complete utter failure. I’m telling you it’s the same thing with you and me. The devil knows God’s got an amazing mind- blowing plan for every one of His children. But since he can’t take away our salvation, that doesn’t mean he leaves you alone. Are you kidding me? He just simply moves to plan “B”.

	And plan “B” is to get you to compromise. It’s to get you ensnared in sin. To get you discouraged or distracted or even apathetic. Anything and everything but living for Jesus. Your greatest time of spiritual success, Christian, is called now! And unless you get busy serving Jesus now and start living for Him now, your life will have become utterly ruined! An absolute complete utter failure! Do you get it? Oh, but that’s still not all.

	 

	The 3rd time you’re the most vulnerable is Right After a Spiritual Success.

	 

	
 

	Matthew 16:22-23 “Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. Never, Lord! he said. This shall never happen to you! Jesus turned and said to Peter, Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”

	 

	Once again notice the timing of the temptation of not Jesus, but of Peter.

	And if you look at the context you’ll notice it’s right after one of Peter’s most spiritually successful moments. It was right after he declared Jesus to be the Son of God. Nobody else got the right answer. It was just Peter. And so, here’s the point. It was a major spiritual breakthrough. Peter was the man! He was on top of the world! But right after that, what did he do? The same lips that declared Jesus to be the Son of God, now became a mouthpiece for Satan. Why? Because the devil’s so stinking evil that he’ll do anything he can anytime he can, just to ruin our ministry for Jesus, like this guy learned.

	 

	[image: Image]“There was a young preacher who was excited about his first time preaching in his home church. I mean, after three years in seminary, he felt totally prepared. And so, when he was introduced to the congregation, he walked boldly up to the pulpit, with his head held high, radiating total self-confidence.

	 

	But when he got there, he started stumbling as he read the Scriptures and then all of a sudden, he lost his train of thought and then halfway through the message he began to panic and so he did the safest thing he could think of…

	 

	He just quickly ended his message and prayed and walked humiliated from the pulpit.

	 

	But as he did, and elderly woman came up to him and said, ‘Son, if you had gone up to the pulpit the way you came down, you might have come down the way you went up.3

	 

	When are we ever going to learn who we’re dealing with here? Whether it’s going up, or whether it’s coming down, whether it’s right before or whether it’s right after a spiritually successful moment, you better be on the lookout because the enemy is there seeking to take you out! Just like that preacher and just like Peter, you’re finally in a position of being used of God. Lives are being

	 

	
changed. People are getting saved and spiritual success is everywhere, and then suddenly you start thinking you’re the greatest thing since sliced bread. You start thinking you’re irreplaceable. I mean, after all, you’re so talented, gifted and spiritual, not like those other idiots in the Church who don’t have it together. Oh, but people, once again the devil knows better. It’s called pride. And the longer you persist and the more you become prideful, you are headed for a rude awakening. One minute you’re on top of the world, the next minute your whole world has just come crashing down! Why? Because the devil’s not stupid. He knows when to attack you. When you’re all alone or right before or right after a spiritual success, he’ll be right here. Why? Because that’s when you’re the most vulnerable! Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd way the enemy attacks us with temptation is When You’re the Least Resistant.

	 

	And the 1st time you’re the least resistant is When You’re Wiped Out.

	 

	Mark 6:30-32 The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had done and what they had taught. Then Jesus said, “Let’s get away from the crowds for a while and rest.” There were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time to eat. They left by boat for a quieter spot.

	 

	Now, according to our text, the Bible is clear. When the disciples returned from a busy and hectic ministry tour, if you will, what was the first thing Jesus told them to do? He didn’t say, “Hit the road again because that would be best.” He said you need to get away and you need to get some rest. Why?

	Because Jesus knows firsthand that even though what we’re doing may indeed be important and it may indeed be God’s will, you still need to get some rest, right? The devil’s not stupid! He knows when you’re physically, emotionally, or mentally drained, or even sick, this is a classic time for him to strike. Why?

	Because that’s when you’re wiped out. That’s when your resistance is down. That’s when you’re just trying to hang on. And because of that, you don’t feel like battling with temptation. Are you kidding me? You’re just trying to hang on for dear life! And this is exactly what the devil wants. He knows we are more apt to give into temptation when we’re just too stinking tired to fight. He’s got us running ragged and now it’s become our way of life!

	 

	
“When the family is not being distracted by financial demands, keeping up with the Joneses, or trying to figure out what went wrong with their marriage, there is the ever-pervasive distraction of ‘busy-ness.’

	 

	Today Americans are so busy that they hardly have time to be families. Children are involved in little league, soccer, band, clubs, extra-curricular activities at school, and so many other all-absorbing activities, that there simply isn’t time for family.

	 

	Typically, the American married couple spends about eleven and a half minutes a day in any kind of conversation. This includes such ‘meaningful’ exchanges as, ‘Pass the salt!’ or ‘Did you bring in the paper?’

	 

	We do not have time to relate because it takes most of our time working at jobs, that most of us dislike, just so we can have enough money to get all these things nobody wants.

	 

	But in case there is a little time left on the weekends, there are televised sports: baseball, football, basketball, hockey, and countless other distractions. What time is left for family, marriage, and the spiritual somehow gets eaten up.4

	 

	This is exactly what the devil wants. He wants us to get wiped out. He wants us to burn the candle at both ends and never stop. Why? Because that’s when you have the least resistance and you’ll give into sin. You’re just too stinking tired! Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd time you’re the least resistant is When You’re Bored.

	 

	Oh, and here we go to the other end of the spectrum. Instead of being constantly busy and always on the go, running the rat race, no time to spare, we go to the other end of the spectrum. We got way too much time on our hands and it leads to boredom. And people, contrary to popular opinion, too much time on your hands is not a good thing. Things begin to fall apart.

	 

	Ecclesiastes 10:18 “If a man is lazy, the rafters sag; if his hands are idle, the house leaks.”

	 

	Now, how many of you ladies can say amen to that verse? And here’s my point. Why is that true? Because we all know one of the problems of having

	 

	
too much time on your hands is what? You have a tendency to forsake those things that need constant attention. And not just building your home but building your walk with Christ. So, here’s what happens. The next thing you know, because you got way too much time on your hands, your mind starts looking for something to do. Your flesh starts looking for a way to be appeased and entertained and fulfilled and then bang! Sin will come in like a flood and you will start to sag spiritually. One surefire way to become wide-open to temptation is to have a wide-open calendar. Wake up and get your head out of the sand! You have to understand who we’re dealing with here. The devil’s not stupid, he’s an opportunist! He is not going to hit us at our strongest point. Are you kidding me! He’s going to attack us at our weakest point. The path of least resistance, like these guys did.

	 

	“The Great Wall of China is not only the longest man-made structure ever made,

	[image: https://tse4.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.4ntkKfJomKKWN9613Y-NnwHaDY&pid=15.1&P=0&w=338&h=155]but it was made specifically to keep out the enemy.

	Nearly 4,000 miles long, it’s so huge, it’s actually visible from space. But even this

	still didn’t work. The enemy got through

	anyway. In fact, they got through three different times. How?

	 

	Not by tearing down the wall. It’s too big to be destroyed. Here’s what the enemy did. They found the path of least resistance and bribed a gatekeeper who let them right on in.”5

	 

	When are we going to learn who we’re dealing with here? Hello! I’ll say it again. It’s the devil. He’s not stupid. He’s the author of temptation! And just like those invaders, he’s not going to hit us at our strongest point. Are you kidding me? He’s going to hit us at our point of least resistance. He’s going to bribe us to become either wiped out or totally bored. Why? Because that’s when you’re most likely to give into sin. Therefore, take charge of your calendar Christian, or the devil will take charge of you! So, what do you do? What do you do if that’s you and you’re suffering from an onslaught of Temptation and you’ve become entangled in sin and you’ve actually become a Troubled Christian, what do you do? It’s simple. It’s called repent and ask for God’s forgiveness. And

	 

	
second, you need to remind yourself, Christian, that God has saved us for greater things than just living a life full of sin. It’s called doing great things for Him.

	 

	Ephesians 2:8-10 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

	 

	In other words, God saves us to do something splendid for Him not to live a life that’s entrenched in sin. And one of the great works he’s called us to do is share the Gospel with others at all costs, like the Waldensians.

	 

	THE WALDENSES

	 

	Following the persecution in the valley, the Waldensians came up here to the higher valleys. They did not do so to live life as hermits. No. 1, they fled persecution, but once they got here they tried to establish as normal a life as possible and normal for them was training missionaries and training their young people on how to study and how to teach the Bible.

	 

	This is the College of the Barbs. It stands today as just one example of what
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	would have been as numerous schools being spread all over the valley where they would teach and train their young people to be missionaries throughout Europe.

	 

	
After studying here in the College of the Valleys the students would be sent out to the many great universities around Europe. We know that some of the countries they went to were England, Scotland, France, Spain, Germany, the Czech Republic, Poland, Lithuania, Bulgaria, and Croatia. As they went out as students they would study whether to be a doctor, a nurse or a lawyer.

	 

	They would study various subjects but their main purpose of going there was to be an undercover missionary. They would take the Bible with them. They would also send some missionaries out who would go out as workers. They might be traveling craftsmen, traveling artisans or tradesman and they would also take the Bible with them. They would move and travel in different parts of Europe.

	 

	They couldn’t have the Bible as it was illegal, so they would take their coat and they would unstitch the seam of their coat and just inside the two layers of the coat they would put a few pages of the Bible, not a whole copy, and when they found someone that they thought might be interested in the Gospel they would take the Bible out of the stitches of their coat and share the truth of God’s word with them.

	 

	Maybe you are working today in a doctors’ office, or maybe you are working as a nurse in a hospital or maybe you are working as a teacher in a school or maybe you are a lawyer in a law firm, you are not there simply to collect a paycheck to pay the bills, but you are there as a missionary.

	 

	God has put you there for a specific purpose. There may be someone there in your work place that God knows only you can reach as students as well. The first reason they went to study was not so that they could get the best degree, but it was to be a missionary in the great universities in Europe.

	 

	Today, you may be a missionary in a great institution, you are not there just for academic excellence, you are there also to seek and find people that you can share the gospel with.6

	 

	In other words, “to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do,” like the Waldensians. It wasn’t just that they refrained from a life of sin, they realized it was all about Him. They needed to share Jesus with as many people as they could wherever they were, with what time they had left, wherever they went, school, workplace, you name it, and it’s the same thing today! People, the Christian life isn’t just about avoiding sin, it’s not just a bunch of do’s and

	 

	
don’ts, if that’s what you think it is you’re missing the boat! It’s about avoiding sin and anything else that distracts us from the great calling we have in Christ. We refuse to allow anything in life including sin to get in the way of doing the great works that God has prepared in advance for us to do. It’s an amazing calling, let’s not mess it up by not taking temptation seriously. Let’s be Modern Day Waldensians for our generation affecting our culture and other countries with what time we have left for Christ. Amen? People of God, its high time we the Church stop being ignorant of the devil’s schemes. There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ. People, this is no time to be a Troubled Christian! Wake up! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, the satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Eighteen

	————————————

	


The Temptation of the Terrified Christian Part 1

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It started off just like any other typical day. People were traveling to work, kids were heading off to school and the city was bustling with the usual activity. But little did these people know, that in just a matter of moments, a deadly silent killer would be loosed upon them.

	 

	Some say it was an accident, others say it was a deliberate act of a disgruntled employee. But one thing was for sure, in the early hours of the morning, a pesticide plant accidentally released 40 tons of poisonous gas that began to spread like an invisible plague.

	 

	One-minute people were walking along, the next minute, they were dead, instantly, thousands of them. But that was just the beginning. Soon the gas moved along the ground fanning out into the surrounding communities killing animals

	[image: http://bsmedia.business-standard.com/_media/bs/img/category/article/current-affairs-specials-bhopal-gas-tragedy.jpg]and especially children since they were closer to the ground.

	 

	Some began to cough, others began to vomit,

	 

	
and some people simply suffocated to death, right there on the spot! And then to make matters worse, when the people realized what was going on, they began to panic, they began to run, they tried to hide, they even jumped in their cars.

	 

	But this caused even more people to die because they were now trampled to death. And when all was said and done, this once bustling city was now bustling with mass funerals, mass cremations and mass bodies being disposed in the local river. Why?

	[image: https://www.outlookindia.com/public/uploads/articles/2017/12/3/21_630_630.jpg]

	 

	Because in just a few hours’ time, 200,000 people were injured, and 20,000 people were dead. The year was 1984. The disaster occurred in Bhopal, India.”1

	 

	How many of you have heard of the Bhopal Gas Leak? Okay, maybe a couple of us have. But how many of you would say it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in the Bhopal Gas Leak, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that chemical spill look like a skip in the park. And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place, and one country, at one time, but it’s going on right now today, all over the world, and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. Once again, I’m talking about the satanic War on

	 

	
the Christian and here are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day. Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ.

	 

	Now So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	We previously read that the Fifth thing you need to know is The Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there every single day trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	Last time we saw the 3rd temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the Troubled Christian.

	 

	We saw how the devil will trick you and I into not learning when he tempts us, to lead to a troubled life when you’re the most vulnerable, that is when you’re all alone and right before or after a spiritual success. And secondly when you’re least resistant, when you’re wiped out and when you’re bored. Why?

	Because he’s not stupid, people! He knows if we never pay attention to when he tempts us, it’s going to lead to a troubled life! But that’s not all. I’ll say it again. Who in the world are we dealing with here? Hello! It’s the devil! He is wicked. He is evil. He hates your guts. And yes, Christian he wants you dead, therefore he never stops! Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 4th temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the

	Terrified Christian. But hey, don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	
Ephesians 6:10-18 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.”

	 

	Now folks, according to our text, the Bible is clear. The battles you and I face on a daily basis are not just physical, they are what? Hello! They are spiritual, right? Why? Because what in the world did it say there? It says we are not just fighting against flesh and blood but who? The very devil and his demons, right? People of God, how many times do I have to say it? Wake up and get your head out of the sand! The Scripture says we are in a war! But the good news as we saw, is if we would just put on the full armor of God, and take our stand against the devil’s schemes, then what’s going to happen? Nothing! All his fiery darts will fizzle out if we just stand firm in God! The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He not only gets us to not experience the victory we already have in Christ, but then he gets us to not stand firm in Christ. Why? Because he knows that nothing can penetrate the armor of God, including himself! So, the next thing you know, instead of trying to counter the devil’s attacks by just standing firm in Christ like we’re supposed to, he gets us to seek some other technique that’s supposed to work better, but it doesn’t! In fact, they’re techniques that are about as useless as these atheist worship songs!

	 

	I was reading this thing in the news several months ago and it was a news story talking about the existence of Atheist Mega-Churches. Hey what do you do there? Do you sing worship songs of an Atheist Church…?

	 

	“Shout to the void all the earth let us sing, power and majesty praise to nothing.” What do you praise to? Man, do they have children’s church at the Atheist Mega- Church? What songs do you sing to kids in the Atheist church? “No one loves the

	 

	
little children, all the children of the world, no one hears you when you cry, no one hears your lullaby, no one loves the little children of the world.”

	 

	“Reason why, reason why, we exist but there’s no reason why. Reason why, reason why, we exist but there’s no reason why.” “Row, row, row your boat

	gently down the reef, wallowing, wallowing, wallowing, in your unbelief. Let’s do the rounds, remember the rounds, no? you don’t want to do that? Let’s try a new one.

	 

	“Evolution this I know, for Charles Darwin told me so, accidently alive, if you’re weak you won’t survive.” That the logic, right? That’s what they are saying. “I am an AT, I am an AT, I am an ATEIST and I have NOTHING to give me hope and certainty that when I DIE I will be ALONE.2

	 

	How many of you would say those atheist worship songs are pretty useless! Hello! You’re wasting your time, right? Then people, here’s the point. How much more useless is it for Christians to look for some other “technique,” if you will, to deal with the devil and his demons instead of following God’s method of just standing firm in Christ! When the devil comes knocking at your door, you don’t need to shout at the devil. You don’t even need to scream at a demon. That’s as worthless as an atheist worship song! Hello! You just stand firm in God! Why? Because nothing can penetrate His armor and the devil and his demons know it! This is precisely what he’s trying to do! He wants you to scream at him. He wants you to jump up and down. He wants you to do anything and everything except stand firm in God. Why? Because he’s not stupid people! He knows that once you do that, you’re not only going to experience some serious side effects in your walk with Christ, you’re still going to be headed for a terrified life! Therefore, once again, let’s get practical. Let’s break it down. Let’s take a look at the practical tools God gives us to experience victory over the devil’s temptations. And people it’s pretty clear.

	 

	The 1st way we experience victory over the devil’s temptation is by

	Having a Good Offense.

	 

	And the 1st way you develop a good offense is by Staying Sharp.

	 

	Matthew 26:40-41 “Then He returned to His disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Could you men not keep watch with Me for one hour?’ He asked Peter. ‘Watch

	 

	
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.’”

	 

	Jesus clues us in on the very first thing we need to do if we’re going to have a good offense against the enemy’s temptations. What did he say there? He said your spirit is willing, but your flesh is what? Weak, right? Therefore, you need to stay sharp, you need to keep alert, you need to pray, Crone translation, wake up and get your head out of the sand! Why? Because unless you do, temptation is going to overpower you! It will annihilate you. It’s going to eat you alive. And people this is why I keep saying it and I’ll say it again, the Christian life is not a game! You are in a war Christian, not some stupid cakewalk. It’s not a time to dance around and act like you’re at a party! Are you kidding me? You need to get your game face on get ready for war, like this shows.

	 

	Soldiers are getting ready for action. Exercising, lifting weights, climbing over walls and up nets, digging out holes and shooting guns, crawling on the ground while shots are being fired and crawling under barbwire fences. Boot camp was hard, but it pays off when they are finally out in the middle of the conflict, walking through the bushes while guns are being fired all around them. Not knowing if they will make it through the day alive. Are you ready for Spiritual Warfare?3

	 

	[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/be/Bundeswehr_shooting_M16.jpg/1024px-Bundeswehr_shooting_M16.jpg]Now folks, before you write that video off as some sort of cheesy cornball illustration, I’m here to tell you I am deadly serious. Stop and think about it, how many times and how many different ways does the Bible have to tell us we are in a war! Whether you see it or not, shouldn’t we wake up every morning with that video playing through our minds, if you will? I mean, isn’t the natural thing to do when in you are in a time of war, is to train yourself for battle.

	 

	You know, learn to shoot that rifle, duck under the enemy’s fire, jump over those obstacles, hello, learn how to fight, right? Of course! Why? So, you won’t die, hello! And people, if that’s true for WWII, then how much more for the devil and you? Shouldn’t we be learning how to duck under his fire? I mean, shouldn’t we be learning how to jump over his obstacles? Don’t we

	need to learn how to fight and yield the Sword of the Spirit? Why? So, you don’t

	 

	
die Christian! Wake up and get your head out of the sand! Don’t you realize that every day you get out of bed that you just entered a spiritual jungle? Don’t you realize that somebody really is out there trying to take you out? I mean, put yourself back in Vietnam. If you’re on patrol and you’re walking through the jungle, what in the world is your mindset? Are you goofing around, making a lot of noise, laughing it up thinking about what you’ll be doing when you get back to camp? Are you kidding me? If you did that, what would happen? You’d be dead meat, right? Why? Because that’s not what you do in jungle warfare! That’s suicide! If you’re going to survive you have got to be totally focused, totally alert, and never ever let your guard down, right? Then people, how much more should we listen to Jesus Christ when He says to do the same thing? Stay alert Christian, stay awake, pray, always be on the lookout. Why? Because somebody’s out there trying to take you out. Therefore, if you’re going to survive the spiritual jungle we are in, you better stay sharp. You better pay attention to the multitude of traps the enemy places before us. Why? Because unless you do, it only shows your offense is down, you’re going to lose the battle, and you’ll get picked off, every single time! But that’s not all.

	 

	The 2nd way you develop a good offense is by Staying Away. It was this refusal to stay away that was Lot’s problem.

	 

	2 Peter 2:7-8 “And He rescued righteous Lot, greatly worn out and distressed by the wanton ways of the ungodly and lawless. For that just man, living there among them, tortured his righteous soul every day with what he saw and heard of their unlawful and wicked deeds.”

	 

	This is an absolutely amazing text. In my opinion, it shows us that Lot was simply a glutton for punishment because if you stop and think about it, according to our text, did anybody twist Lot’s arm and make him stay there in Sodom? Did anyone force him to keep watching and keep listening to all that wicked stuff? Are you kidding me? He tortured himself when the whole time it would have been much better to just leave? I’m telling you it’s the same principle when it comes to temptation. We too are immersed in a Sodom and Gomorrah society are we not? And that’s exactly what the Bible says is the first sign of sin, you don’t stay there and torture yourself, you stay away from it!

	 

	2 Timothy 2:22 “Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

	 

	
The Bible simply declares that at the very instant you encounter temptation, what do you do? You don’t flirt with it, you flee from it. You don’t excuse it, you exit. You don’t rationalize it, you run! Why? Because it’s common sense people! If you don’t want to get burned by a fire, then what is the last thing you want to do? You don’t want to stick your hand in it, right? Yet, how many times do we, just like Lot, need to be led by the hand of God and rescued time and time again from the destructive places we go to when the whole time you could’ve just stayed away from there! And then you’re shocked when you get burned? Stop sticking your hand in it! Isn’t that common sense? Of course!

	 

	
		Stay away from activities and places and things and people that glorify alcohol if you’re tempted with alcohol.

		Stay away from sexually suggestive inputs if you’re tempted with immorality.

		Stay away from gossips…don’t even lend an ear to them…if you are tempted to gossip yourself.

		Stay away from angry people if you don’t want to become like them. I didn’t say that. God did!



	 

	Proverbs 22:24-25 “Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.”

	 

	Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of being tempted, it’s simple. Don’t be like Lot and stick around. That’s self-torture! Be like Timothy and stay away!

	Because unless you do, it only shows your offense is down, you’re going to lose the battle, and you’ll get burned, every single time! But that’s still not all.

	 

	The 3rd way you develop a good offense is by doing some Spring Cleaning once in a while.

	 

	Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily hinders our progress. And let us run with endurance the race that God has set before us.”

	 

	According to our text, if you and I as Christians are going to persevere and run the righteous race, not the rat race, but the righteous race that God’s marked out for us, what do we need to do? We need to strip off every single thing including the sinful things that are slowing us down, right? It’s going to hinder

	 

	
our progress. It’s going to hamper us and make things harder not easier, right? Of course! And the analogy that’s used here is that of a marathon runner, who for some reason, suddenly decides to put 20-pound ankle weights on right before he starts the race. I mean, hats off to you for trying but here’s the point. Wouldn’t it be a whole lot easier if you’d take those stupid weights off before you started?

	You talk about common sense, right? That’s precisely why the Bible says if we are going to run the race for Jesus then we too have to drop anything and everything including the sinful things that are hindering our progress because it not only weighs us down spiritually, it has a way of growing incrementally. Sin begins to multiply just like weeds in a garden! And the next thing you know, you’ve got an infestation on your hands. And people, this is why the Bible says to do some spring cleaning once in a while. You’ve got to get rid of the weeds! You’ve got to get rid of anything and everything in your home, in your heart, in your mind, in your life, that can entangle you in sin, because unless you do, one day you’ll wake up and discover you’ve got a full-blown infestation on your

	[image: Plague Mice]hands, like this couple did.

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	farm in Australia.

	



	

It’s the mouse plague of 1993. You open the barn door and millions of mice come running out, you have to jump back so they are crawling over you to get out. In the shed you open a barrel and hundreds come pouring over the top. They are everywhere.

	The shocking video was shot outside the livestock shed on the Bennings

	 

	
 

	They are everywhere, in drawers, under boards, and in holes in the walls. The Bennings had no choice but to wade into the mouse infested shed to save her squealing pigs. Millions of mice had attacked their farm and there was nothing they could do. They were coming out of everything. Like a waterfall running out the doors of the shed. Millions and millions flowing out like water.

	 

	This never before seen video revealed that the Bennings had responded not a moment too soon. The rodents had literally started to eat some of the pigs.4

	 

	Would you say that ranks up there with the Chinese food rat thing, you know what I’m saying? But here’s my point. Maybe it’s just me, but I’m kind of

	 

	
thinking that family kind of had a little problem with mice. I kind of think the two billion of them gave it away, you know what I’m saying? If you back up the train and stop and think about it for a moment, that mouse invasion began with what? Just two of those critters, right? So that means if you would’ve just gotten rid of the first two when you first saw them you wouldn’t have ended up with 2 billion of them, right? I’m telling you it’s the same thing with sin. The Bible says it easily grows in our lives. It can infest us, it can entangle us, it can eat us alive! And unless you do some spring cleaning once in a while, stop kidding yourself! It’s going to get out of control just like that rat invasion! Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of being invaded by sin Christian, it’s simple. Get rid of the sin! Take stock. Look around. Do some spring cleaning and get it out of your house now! Because unless you do, it only shows your offense is down, you’re going to lose the battle, and you’ll get bit, every single time! So, if that’s you and you’re suffering from an onslaught of temptation and you’ve become entangled in sin and you’ve actually become a Terrified Christian, what do you do? It’s simple. It’s called repent and ask for God’s forgiveness. And second, you need to remind yourself that God has saved us for freedom, not a life full of bondage to sin.

	 

	Galatians 5:1 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”

	 

	Do whatever it takes to get out of bondage and seek out a life of freedom, like this young North Korean woman did recently. Her name is Yeonmi Park.

	 

	Yeonmi Park steps up to the microphone in front of the audience of One Young World. She is dressed in her traditional clothing from Korea. She starts to speak but it is very emotional for her. She wipes her eyes and sniffles and then speaks in her broken English.

	[image: http://s2.dmcdn.net/Qffkr/x240-h0b.jpg]“Ah, I have to do, do this because this is not me speaking. This is people who wants to tell the world what they wanted to say. North Korea is unimaginable country. There is only one channel on TV, there is no internet. We aren’t free to sing, say, wear, or think what we want. North Korea is only country in the world that executes people for making unauthorized international phone calls. North Koreans are being terrorized today.

	 

	
When I was growing up in North Korea, I never saw anything about love stories between men and woman. No books, no songs, no press, no movies about love stories. There is no Romeo and Juliet. Every story was propaganda to brainwash us about the Kim dictators. I was born in 1993, and I was abducted at birth. Even before I knew the words: freedom or human rights. North Koreans are desperately seeking and dying for freedom at this moment.

	 

	When I was 9 years old I saw my friend’s mother publicly executed. Her crime watching a Hollywood movie. Expressing thought about the greatness of the regime can get three generations of a whole family imprisoned or executed.

	When I was 4 years old, I was told by my mother, not to even whisper, the forest and mice could hear me. I admitted I thought the North Korean dictator could read my mind. My father died in China after we escaped North Korea.

	 

	And I had to bury him at the 3am in secret. I was 14 years old. I couldn’t even cry. I was so afraid to be sent back to North Korea. The day I escaped from North Korea I saw my mother raped, the rapist was Chinese broker. He targeted me. I was 13 years old. There is a saying in North Korea, ‘even I’m weak, our mothers are strong’.

	 

	My mother allowed herself to be raped in order to protect me. North Korean refugees, about 300,000, are vulnerable in China. 70% of North Korean women, and teenager girls are being victimized sometimes and sold for as little as

	$200.00. We walked across the Gobi Desert, following compass, when this is stopped working we followed the stars to freedom.

	 

	I felt only the stars were with us. Mongolia was our freedom moment. Death or dignity, and we realized we were prepared to kill ourselves if we were sent back to North Korea. We wanted to live as a human. North Korea is indescribable. No humans deserved to be oppressed just because of their birth place.

	 

	When I was crossing the Gobi Desert, scared all the time, I thought nobody in this world cared. It seemed that only the stars were with me. But you have listened to my story. You have cared. Thank you very much.5

	 

	She did whatever it took, risked it all, her very life, to make an escape to freedom. Why? Because nobody should have to live under such a satanic oppressive regime. And folks, if that’s true in the natural physical world, then how much more is it true in the supernatural spiritual world. The Bible says it’s

	 

	
for freedom that Christ has set us free. In other words, we’re not alone, and we don’t have to live under bondage and oppression from the evil regime, satan and his demons. Christ has provided the way out. We already have the victory in Him. Just do what He says to do. Take the way out, that He has laid before us, and be set free! Don’t live under those inhuman sinful conditions anymore! So, let’s be Modern Day Spiritual Refugees for our generation, for our culture, for our time, and show them they’re not alone, somebody does care, and Christ is the way out. Amen? It’s high time that we the Church to stop being ignorant of the devil’s schemes. There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ. People, this is no time to be a Terrified Christian! Wake up! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, the satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Nineteen

	————————————

	


The Temptation of the Terrified Christian Part 2

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It started out just like any other Good Friday. The kids were getting home from school and the adults were coming home from work and everyone was looking forward to a night of rest and worshipful reflection. But little did they know, they would get some rest alright, some of them forever.

	 

	One-minute people were riding home in their cars, the next minute the cars were literally bouncing in the air! All of a sudden, the streets became asphalt waves and parts of the city dropped as much as thirty feet causing the buildings to smash anyone who walked in their path.

	 

	But even those who made it home they fared no better. Their lawns suddenly broke up into huge tilted chunks leaving people grasping, groping, hanging on to anything lest they should fall into the bowels of the earth.

	 

	But that was just the beginning. The shaking was so severe it caused a massive tsunami, 200 feet high, to rush towards the coastline. Traveling at 415 mph, it annihilated everything in its path.

	 

	First the boats, then the ships, and even tankers, which caused them to spill their oil, which then caught on fire. And so now a watery wave of fire barreled down upon the people causing them to be drowned or utterly burned alive.

	 

	
It was the largest of its kind ever recorded in North America and the second largest in all of recorded history.

	 

	The year was 1964. The disaster was The Great Alaskan Earthquake.”1

	[image: http://devastatingdisasters.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Great-Alaska-Earthquake-1964-713x330.jpg]

	 

	Now folks, how many of you have heard of The Great Alaskan Earthquake? Okay, some of us have. But how many of you guys would say it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in The Great Alaskan Earthquake, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes that earthquake look like a mild headache. And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place, and one country, at one time, but it’s going on right now, all over the world, and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. Folks, I’m talking once again about the satanic War on the Christian. These are the facts. We Christians don’t battle here and there once in a while. We go to war, every single day.

	Whether you see it, feel it, believe it or not, the moment you got saved you entered a spiritual war against a demonic host whose sole purpose is to destroy you and extinguish your testimony for Jesus Christ. What’s wild is that most wars go on for a few years or even longer. But the satanic War on the Christian has been going on for the last 2,000 years non-stop and it’s sending people straight into hell! Yet how many people, even Christians, will openly discuss the longest war in mankind’s history, the satanic War on the Christian, that has destroyed more lives than all the wars put together?

	 

	
Now So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	We previously read that the Fifth thing you need to know is The Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there every single day trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	Last time we read the 4th temptation he fires at you and I is the temptation of the

	Terrified Christian.

	 

	What we read was that the devil will actually trick you and I into not utilizing the practical tools God gives us in the Scripture to stand firm in Christ so as to deal effectively with spiritual warfare. Why?

	Because he knows that nothing can penetrate the armor of God, including himself! And that once we resort to some other technique that’s not mentioned in the Bible for spiritual warfare we’re headed for a terrified life! What we read was, if we’re going to experience victory over the devil’s temptations then the first practical tool God gives us is to develop a good offense. We also saw the way you develop a good offense is by staying sharp, staying away, and by doing some spring cleaning once in a while, hello! But that’s right folks. Believe it or not, developing a good offense is not the only practical ways we experience victory over the devil’s temptations. That’s only half the story.

	 

	The 2nd way we experience victory over the devil’s temptations is by

	Developing a Good Defense.

	 

	And the 1st way you develop a good defense is by Speaking Up in Prayer. But hey, don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	
Matthew 26:36-46: “Then Jesus went with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and He said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with Him, and He began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then He said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with Me.’ Going a little farther, He fell with His face to the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from Me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.’ Then He returned to His disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Could you men not keep watch with Me for one hour?’ He asked Peter. ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.’ He went away a second time and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be done.’ When He came back, He again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. So, He left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing. Then He returned to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting?

	Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us go! Here comes My betrayer!”

	 

	People of God, according to our text, the Bible is clear. When Jesus was faced with His greatest temptation in His greatest hour, what did He do? Hello! Not once, not twice, but three times He what? He prayed about it, right? Why? Because Jesus knew firsthand that the way you overcome temptation is not by grunting and groaning about it, but by what? By seeking the power of God about it, right? Why? Because people, the power of God is sufficient to handle anything the devil throws our way? Do you get it? The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He knows we’ve got the very power of God available at our fingertips. We’re God’s children. And he also knows we cannot break that line of communication we have with God and thus we can access the power of God anytime we want. So, here’s what he does. He takes that which is good for us to do, namely prayer, and turns it into something icky to do, like this guy shares.

	 

	“I don’t know, at my church the pastor makes us hold hands across the congregation. I can’t stand that! I’m ADD, and I can’t think about prayer, I’m just thinking about the person I’m holding hands with the whole time. Man, this guy’s hands are huge. I think he has an extra finger. Is that a mole or a milk dud? What’s going on over here. Ewww. I don’t know if I’m sweating or he is. When you’re holding hands, the prayer ends, you say Amen, and give it a little

	 

	
squeeze. Amen squeeze, what does that mean. Let go, and then wipes his hands off on his pants.”2

	 

	But seriously folks, here’s what’s going on. I’m telling you, this is exactly what the enemy does to us. He takes that which is good for us to do, namely prayer, and he turns it into something icky for us to do. Why? Because he’s not stupid! He knows if he can get us to have a low view or icky view of prayer, then we won’t spend any time in prayer. And if we don’t spend any time in prayer we’re not going to have the power to ward off his temptations. Do you get it? Wake up and get your head out of the sand. What is our usual response when it comes to temptation? We don’t pray. We fight, we struggle, we grunt and groan and grit our teeth hoping desperately we don’t give in? But people, take a clue from Jesus! Don’t you think it would be a whole lot easier to just go to God in prayer about it? Exactly! Don’t you think God’s going to provide the victory over it? Of course! If there’s anyone who doesn’t want us to sin, hello, it’s God! But the question is, “Are you even asking Him to?” Do you get it? Do you really think it’s by chance that we too, just like the disciples consider sleep more important than supplication? Do you really think it’s by chance that prayer has now become a spare tire in the trunk instead of our first resort? Do you really think it’s by chance that historically prayer meetings are the least attended service of the week? Are you kidding me? It’s a deliberate attack of the evil one! He’s tricking us into not receiving the power of God to defend ourselves against the devil’s attacks! Charles Spurgeon said that the prayer service is the most important service of the week, even above Sunday services. Why? Because he freely admitted that it was the prayer service that was not just the power source of His preaching but the spiritual thermometer of a Church.

	 

	“Charles Spurgeon is considered by many Christian leaders to be the greatest preacher England ever produced. He is commonly hailed as the ‘Prince of

	[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-jWhDQ_xIEI4/T1oK3QGj9-I/AAAAAAAACXY/MBxf40hAKE4/s1600/spurgeon_sm%5B1%5D.jpg]Preachers.’ Over 63 volumes of published sermons still bear witness to the richness and success of Spurgeon’s

	ministry.

	 

	Though known as a great preacher, it was not preaching that made Spurgeon great. Mr. Spurgeon repeatedly acknowledged his success as the direct result of his congregation’s faithful prayers. ‘It has often been remarked that the whole

	 

	
Church helped produce Spurgeon.’

	 

	When visitors would come to Spurgeon’s church they would take to their knees interceding. Then Spurgeon would declare, ‘Here is the powerhouse of this church.’

	 

	Spurgeon in his autobiography described his gratefulness for being blessed with such a praying church. ‘I always give all the glory to God, but I do not forget

	that He gave me the privilege of ministering from the first, to a praying people.’

	 

	One of Spurgeon’s greatest concerns was that his people learn to truly pray. ‘He taught his people to pray, doing so far more by his example than by any preaching. People heard him pray with such reality that they became ashamed of their own mere repetition of words.’

	 

	Throughout his entire ministry many hearers remarked that they were moved by his preaching, yet still more affected by his praying.

	 

	Dwight Moody, after his first visit to England, being asked upon his return to America, ‘Did you hear Spurgeon preach?’ He replied, ‘Yes, but better still I heard him pray.’

	 

	A close friend of Spurgeon’s, commented on his prayer life, ‘His public prayers were an inspiration, but his prayers with the family were to me more wonderful still. Mr. Spurgeon, when bowed before God in family prayer, appeared a grander man even than when holding thousands spellbound by his sermons.’

	 

	Spurgeon fully recognized that the Church’s greatest need was not to have another, ‘Prince of Preachers,’ but to have more princes of prayer.

	 

	‘In Spurgeon’s eyes the prayer-meeting was the most important meeting of the week.’

	 

	It is here many of us find ourselves in conflict with dear Mr. Spurgeon. We love our meetings for preaching and praising and yet sadly neglect those set aside for praying.

	 

	He said, ‘We had prayer meetings that moved our very souls, each one appeared determined to storm the Celestial City by the might of intercession.’

	 

	
And that’s why Spurgeon regarded the prayer-meeting as the spiritual thermometer of a church.”3

	 

	In other words that tells you how spiritual you really are. And people, hello, if that’s true for a corporate Church, how much then more so for the Christian? If you’re sick and tired of getting beat up by temptation, then listen to Jesus. Don’t go to sleep when you’re tempted. Go to God! Don’t go down in defeat. Speak up in prayer. Why? Because unless you do, it only shows your defense is down, you’re going to lose the battle, and you’ll get body slammed, every single time!

	 

	The 2nd way you develop a good defense is by Soaking Up Scripture.

	 

	Psalm 119:10-11 “I seek You with all my heart; do not let me stray from Your commands. I have hidden Your Word in my heart that I might not sin against You.”

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. One of the greatest benefits you and I can receive from the Word of God is that it not only keeps us on the straight and narrow with God, but it what? Hello! It also keeps us from sinning against God, right? Therefore, soaking up Scripture in our heart is a great defense against the enemy’s attacks, right? And people, the devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He knows that either the Bible will keep you from sin or sin will keep you from the Bible. So, here’s what he does. He takes that which is good for us to do, namely Bible study, and turns it into something boring. Don’t believe me? Then folks, do you really think it’s by chance that the moment you crack open the Word of God your eyelids all of a sudden start to close? Do you really think it’s by chance that the moment you start thinking about studying the Bible, that thoughts of other more fun things start going through your head? And do you really think it’s by chance the thought never crosses your mind the reason why your walk with Christ is so bumpy lately, is because you haven’t been studying your Bible lately? Are you kidding me? It’s a deliberate attack of the evil one! He’s tricking us into not hiding God’s Word in our heart so that we might sin against God! People! It is the Word of God that we use to defend ourselves against every attack of the evil one. Don’t believe me? Ask Jesus!

	 

	Matthew 4:8-11 “Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. ‘I will give it all

	 

	
to you,’ he said, ‘if you will kneel down and worship me.’ ‘Get out of here, satan,’ Jesus told him. ‘For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the LORD your God and serve only him.’ Then the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. When Jesus was tempted by the devil, what in the world did He do? Did He grit and groan his teeth about it? Did He moan and squirm about it? Did He hope desperately that He wouldn’t give in? Are you kidding me? He didn’t squirm against the devil. He spoke the Word of God to the devil. Why? Because the Word of God makes the devil and sin flee! Do you get it?

	 

	“A Roman Catholic priest in Belgium rebuked a young woman and her brother for reading that ‘bad book’ pointing to the Bible.

	 

	‘Mr. Priest,’ she replied, ‘a little while ago my brother was an idler, a gambler, a drunkard, and made such a noise in the house that no one could stay in it.

	 

	Since he began to read the Bible, he works with industry, goes no longer to the tavern, no longer touches cards, brings home money to his poor old mother, and our life at home is quiet and delightful.

	 

	How come, Mr. Priest, that a bad book produces such good fruits?’”

	 

	“The General Secretary of the Bible Society in Zimbabwe tried to give a New Testament to a very belligerent man. The man insisted he would roll the pages and use them to make cigarettes.

	 

	So, the Secretary said, ‘I understand that, but at least promise to read each page of the New Testament before you smoke it.’ The man agreed, and the two went their separate ways.

	 

	Fifteen years later, the two men met at a convention in Zimbabwe. The Scripture- smoking pagan had been saved and was now a full-time evangelist.

	 

	He told the audience, ‘I smoked Matthew, and I smoked Mark, and I smoked Luke. But when I got to John 3:16, I couldn’t smoke anymore. My life was changed from that moment.’”

	 

	
“You may talk about power; but, if you neglect the one Book that God has given you as the one instrument through which He imparts and exercises His power, you will not have it.

	 

	[image: Image]You may read many books and go to many conventions; but unless you keep in constant and close association with the one Book, the Bible, you will not have power.

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	maintain it by the daily, earnest, intense study of that Book.

	



	

And if you ever had power, you will

	 

	
 

	The problem is, ninety-nine Christians in every hundred are merely playing at Bible study; and therefore, ninety-nine Christians in every hundred are mere weaklings, when they might be giants, both in their Christian life and in their service.”4

	 

	All because they didn’t hide God’s Word in their hearts! And so, here’s the point! If soaking up Scripture, and speaking it forth, worked for Jesus, when He was tempted, then hello, don’t you think it’s going to work for us? Of course, it will, people! Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of getting slammed by temptation, then don’t sin against God, Soak up the Word of God. Don’t succumb to the enemy. Speak forth the Scripture to the enemy. Why? Because unless you do, it only shows that your defense is down, you’re going to lose the battle, and you’re going to get bombarded every single time.

	 

	The 3rd way you develop a good defense is by being Steadfast in Faith.

	 

	People of God, you get this one down and you’re going to leave this chapter a brand-new person.

	 

	
1 John 1:8-9 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

	 

	You talk about some amazing news. The Bible simply says that when you and I do sin, when actually we do blow it and give into the devils’ temptation, what do we do? Do we run? Do we hide? Do we shrink back from God? No! What did it say? We confess the sin to God and He’s going to what? He’s going to forgive us, right? Not maybe. Not might. Not, He’s going to think about it for a week or two and make us squirm and feel really rotten. What did it say? He will forgive us! And not just that, what else did it say? He won’t just forgive us, He’ll cleanse us, right? In fact, in the original language it says that God will continually cleanse us. But that’s still not all. It said He’ll continually cleanse us from how many sins? Every last stinking one of them, right? This is the glorious message of the Gospel. This is why we are to be steadfast in the faith. The Bible says the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sins, past, present, and future, therefore, our relationship with God is secure, forever!

	And people, the devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He takes that which is good for us to do, namely confession of sin, and he turns it into something shameful to do. Don’t believe me? Then do you really think it’s by chance that the moment you start realizing you need to confess a sin that thoughts enter your mind that you are instead condemned? And do you really think it’s by chance when you blow it big time and you want to run to God, but instead you think it’s best if you just run away from God? And do you really think it’s by chance that after you’ve made an absolute total mess of your life and you long to hear God say “I love you My child,” that a voice instead goes through your mind that says, “God hates you, you’re not His child”? Do you think that’s by chance? Are you kidding me! People of God, it’s a deliberate attack of the evil one!

	He’s tricking us into not confessing to God, so we’ll feel alienated from God! Why? Because it works like this. If you don’t think God loves you, you won’t draw near to Him. And if you don’t draw near to Him, then your walk with Him will suffer! It is the confession of sin that we use to defend ourselves against the devil’s attacks. Of course, you and I as Christians are going to fall, we’re going to fail, we’re going to stumble in sin, once in a while. I’m not condoning it. It’s just a fact of life as we learn how to fight. But the Bible says if you confess that sin, God guarantees that by faith He’ll forgive you and cleanse you from all unrighteousness! Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of being slaughtered by temptation, then you’ve got to remain steadfast in the faith. When

	 

	
you fall down, don’t run and hide from the Father. Run to the Father, like this little boy did.

	 

	What you are about to see now is a surprise for a little boy whose dad has been in Iraq. The scene is in a small town in Northwest Washington state. U.S. Navy Ensign Haas who has spent the last 7 months deployed to Iraq decided to surprise his 6-year-old son, John, at school.

	 

	[image: Soldiers coming home   Surprises Family on Christmas Eve    >source https://buttermintboutique.com/soldiers-coming-home-surprises-family-on-christmas-eve/]John didn’t know it until he laid eyes on his dad. The little boy is working with his classmates at the table when a man in a soldier’s uniform walks in and he looks up and sees it is his dad. He drops everything, jumps up and runs to his dad sobbing. He’s so happy to see his daddy.

	 

	He just sobs and sobs. It took John a long time to stop crying but when he did he mustered the courage to introduce his dad to his classmates, who had all written him

	letters while he was deployed. It’s tough to take but welcome home.5

	 

	People of God, that’s our Father. He too has gone to war for us and He won. He loves you. You’re his child. He longs to hold you in His big strong arms. Don’t run from Him. Run to Him. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Do that and you’ll hear, “Welcome home. Welcome home.”

	That’s why the 4th way you develop a good defense is by Standing Up. I’m telling you, if you get this one and God’s going to turn you from a

	Terrified Christian into a Triumphant Christian.

	 

	2 Corinthians 4:8-9 “We are hard-pressed on all sides, but we are never frustrated; we are puzzled, but never in despair. We are persecuted but are never deserted: we may be knocked down, but we are never knocked out!”

	 

	The Bible simply declares that when you and I as Christians get knocked down, we just what? Hello! We just get right back up again, right? Why?

	Because we ain’t been knocked out. Are you kidding me? The Blood of Jesus Christ guarantees we can get back up every single time, right? The devil knows

	 

	
this. He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. People hear my heart. I’m telling you, I really believe this is satan’s ultimate goal. It’s not just to get us to sin, it’s to get us to stay down in sin. Why? Think about it. What good is a soldier if he sits down on the battlefield? No good! Oh, he may be armed to the teeth and the enemy may actually cower before him with all the weaponry he has at his disposal. But if you don’t get up and start fighting again, guess who wins? The enemy! Do you get it? This is why it’s so stinking important that as soon as you fall into a sin that you immediately confess it. Why? Because the longer you wait, the more the devil gets a foothold into your brain. And the next thing you know, he’s got you thinking that once you’ve fallen down, Christian, you’re knocked out, you’re finished, you’re done, you’re all washed up, it’s all over for you pal! You better just stay down! But, I’m here to tell you that’s a lie from the pit of hell! The Bible says a righteous man may fall seven times, but he gets up again. We do not stand in our own righteousness but the righteousness of Jesus Christ! “Oh, but you don’t understand Pastor Billy, the sins I have committed.” Let me tell you, if the Lord can use an adulterer, a liar, or even a murderer for His purposes, then don’t you think that He can use you and me? Hello! Get up Christian, by the grace of God and start fighting again! “But Pastor Billy, the sin I was involved in left a trail of devastation and destruction and it destroyed so many lives.” Get up and start fighting again! Don’t give in, don’t give out, and don’t give up! Get up, stand up and keep on fighting. Know who you are Christian!

	 

	2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”

	 

	People of God, if ever there’s a truth that the devil does not want you to be aware of, it’s got to be this one. You get this verse down and God’s going to turn you from a Terrified Christian into a Triumphant Christian. When you get saved, what do you become? You become a new creation, right? You’ve become a mighty warrior for God! That’s what the enemy doesn’t want you to know?

	That’s what he’s trying to hide! Why? Because when you realize who you are and the weapons you have at your disposal…and what Christ’s work on the cross has done for you. You’re no longer a slave to sin…and you just became a threat to him! Because of the righteousness of Jesus Christ here’s your routine. You blow it, you get back up again. You blow it, you get back up again. You blow it, you get back up again! You’re a mighty warrior of God! You’re a child of God! Your sins are forgiven! They’ve been cleansed and forgotten! Therefore, get up mighty warrior and start fighting again! So, when the enemy attacks, Christian,

	 

	
you don’t have to be afraid, you don’t have to freak out and you certainly don’t have to give in or stay down. That is a lie from the pit of hell. You just remind him who you are, like this guy did.

	 

	“As a child of God, I am accepted by Christ. I am an ambassador of Christ. I am alive with Christ, and all things work together for the good.

	 

	I am a believer. I am blameless. I am blessed in the heavenly realms and the evil one cannot touch me. I am brought near by the blood of Christ. I am born again. I am beloved, and I belong to God.

	 

	I cannot be separated. I am called to be a saint. I have been chosen before the creation of the world. I am a citizen of heaven. I am complete in Christ, completed by God and I cannot be condemned.

	 

	I am his disciple. I am dearly loved. I am delivered. I have direct access to the throne of grace. I am dead to sin. I am healed from sin. I’m free from sin and I can do all things through Him Who strengthens me.

	 

	I’m a friend of Jesus. I’ve been forgiven by Jesus. I am established, anointed and sealed by God. I am more than a conqueror through Him Who loved me!

	 

	I’m free from the past. I’m kept by God’s power. I’m prayed for by Christ and I’m not going to hell!

	 

	I’m a new creation. I am not alone. I’m not helpless and I’m not in want. I’m no longer a slave to sin. I am one with Him in spirit. I am part of His Kingdom, and a partaker in the divine nature. I have peace with God.

	 

	I am protected by God. I’m empowered by God. I’ve been redeemed by God and I am a personal witness for Jesus Christ.

	 

	I’ve got the victory over death, hell, and the grave; therefore, I am secure. I am strong, and I can stand firm in the day of evil because I am a child of God!”6

	 

	When the devil comes knocking at your door, you don’t need to be afraid, you don’t need to freak out, and you certainly don’t need to give in or stay down. That’s a lie from the pit of hell! You just point him to the tree and remind him of your identity. You’re a Christian! You’re a mighty warrior! You’re God’s

	 

	
child and you’re no longer a slave to sin. And close the door. That’s how you experience victory over temptation, amen? This is your battle cry!

	 

	Battle Cry

	 

	A metal is being pulled out of the fire. It is red hot but now it can be made into a sword. The sword is now in the hands of a warrior. “I am not an innocent bystander. I am a threat to my enemies.

	 

	I am powerful. I am strategic and bold. I will take ground. I will advance. I will tear through my enemy. Will not avoid the difficult fight. I will fight. I will be wounded. I will be targeted, and I will bleed.

	 

	I will bleed, and my wounds will be healed. I will see tragedy and I will feel pain. I will be restored. My feet will not stumble. My hands will hold fast. I will not be intimidated. The hot sword is held up. I cannot be stopped.

	 

	I will stand by my brothers in arms. I will fight until my last breath. I will push the limits. I will scale the mountains. My enemy will cower. I serve a great King.7

	 

	It’s high time we the Church stop being ignorant of the devil’s schemes.

	There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ. People, this is no time to be a Terrified Christian! Wake up! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, the Satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
 

	 

	Chapter Twenty

	————————————

	The Temptation of the Traitorous Christian

	 

	 

	 

	 

	“It was your typical summer season with hot and muggy temperatures and it left the people wishing for a rain to bring this heat to an end. But little did these people know, that in just a matter of days, a rainstorm would come, and it would not only bring an end to the heat, but their lives as well.

	 

	First it formed over the Bahamas and then crossed to Florida where it caused just a few deaths and some mild flooding. But that was just the beginning. Now that it had its first taste of blood, the storm grew rapidly. It became one of the largest of its kind ever recorded at sea. In fact, so horrific was this beast that 1.2 million people fled in utter terror.

	[image: https://tse3.mm.bing.net/th?id=OIP.L-lqtVGt6JvYXWsiKFLtZgHaEK&pid=15.1&P=0&w=293&h=166]But the real terror began when it hit the shores of Louisiana. It hit with winds topping 125 mph. It caused complete obliteration of trees, buildings, bridges, cars, and yes, even people. It knocked out power, flooding everything in its path, and drowning everyone in its wake.

	 

	
But even those who managed to survive the initial onslaught, their fate wasn’t much better. Suddenly the levees surrounding the city had failed. And then rather than protecting the people as they were designed to do, they now entombed the people in a watery grave.

	 

	And when the cries had finally silenced, and the water had finally gone down, the damage was assessed. Whole complete cities throughout several states were totally demolished covering some 90,000 square miles.

	 

	[image: http://www4.pictures.gi.zimbio.com/Hurricane%20Katrina%20Aftermath%20Day%2017%20rcN8RdoPWSzl.jpg]And scores of dead bodies were lying around or floating in streets for days before anyone could even get there to collect them. It was the most destructive and costliest disaster in the history of the United States.

	 

	The year was 2005. The disaster was Hurricane Katrina.”1

	 

	Now, how many of you have heard of Hurricane Katrina? Okay, I think we all have. But how many of you would agree it was one of the greatest disasters of all time, right? But with all due respect to those who lost their lives in Hurricane Katrina, what if I were to tell you I know of a disaster that makes Hurricane Katrina look like a game of hopscotch? And what if I were to tell you that this disaster didn’t occur in just one place, in one country, at one time, but it’s going on right now today all over the world and it’s been leaving a trail of death and destruction for centuries. I’m talking once again about the Satanic War on the Christian.

	 

	Now So far, we’ve seen if you’re ever going to win a war, then the First thing you must do is Know Who Your Enemy is.

	 

	Then we saw the Second thing you need to know is What your Enemy is Like, their character, amen? It’s common sense, right?

	 

	
Then we saw the Third thing you need to know is The Tactic of Your Enemy, what they’re up to, what’s their goal, why are they here.

	 

	Then we saw the Fourth thing you need to know is The Destruction of Your Enemy, what price you pay when you don’t take this seriously.

	 

	We previously read that the Fifth thing you need to know is The Temptation of Your Enemy, how he’s out there every single day trying to get us to sin against God.

	 

	The last two times we saw the 4th temptation the devil fires at you and I is the temptation of the Terrified Christian.

	 

	What we saw was that the devil will actually trick you and I into not utilizing the practical tools God gives us in the Scripture to stand firm in Christ so as to deal effectively with spiritual warfare. Why? Because he knows that nothing can penetrate the armor of God, including himself! And that once we resort to some other technique that’s not mentioned in the Bible for spiritual warfare we’re headed for a terrified life! What we saw was that if we are going to experience victory over the devil’s temptations then the first practical tool God gives is to develop a good offense. We saw that the way you develop a good offense is by staying sharp, staying away, and by doing some spring cleaning occasionally. We also saw that you need to develop a good defense as well. And what we saw was that the way you develop a good defense is by speaking up in prayer, soaking up scripture, being steadfast in faith and most importantly, standing right back up when you do blow it. Why? Because the Blood of Jesus Christ guarantees we can get right back up every single time! We don’t have time to sit down on the battlefield of life, amen? But that’s still not all. Once again, who in the world are we dealing with here? Hello! It’s the devil! He is wicked.

	He is evil. He hates your guts. Therefore, he never stops!

	 

	The 5th temptation he fires at you and I and the deadliest one of all is the attack of the Traitorous Christian. But hey, don’t take my word for it. Let’s listen to God’s.

	 

	Romans 2:17-24 “Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and brag about your relationship to God; if you know his will and approve of what is superior because you are instructed by the law; if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, an instructor of the

	 

	
foolish, a teacher of infants, because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—you, then, who teach others, do you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that people should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who brag about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? As it is written: God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. The Jewish people, oh yeah, that’s right, the people of God, had such a major problem going on in their walk with God that Paul had to point it out to them. So, my question is, “What was that problem?” As Paul stated, “They were big on bragging about being the people of God, and even having a relationship with God, and how they, of all people, were given the Law of God, but when all was said and done, they what? They never got around to being obedient to God! And so, here’s the point. What was the result of that unfortunate behavior? It didn’t just affect them. It affected the people around them! Why? Because their boastfulness without obedience was blaspheming the name of God! I’m here to tell you, this traitorous behavior didn’t just occur with the Jewish people back then, but it occurs through you and I today, the Christian? How? When we, the people of God, are also not obedient to God the next thing you know we look like this guy!

	 

	“I was sitting at a stop light one morning while you were gone and the lady in front of me was going through some papers on the front seat of her car, and when the light changed to green she did not obey its command - a green light is a commandment - NOT a suggestion.

	 

	[image: Image]When the light turned to red, and she still hadn’t moved, I began (with my windows up) screaming strange words and beating on my steering wheel.

	 

	My expressions of distress were interrupted by a policeman, gun drawn, tapping on my window.

	 

	Even though I protested by saying, ‘You can’t arrest me for hollering in my car,’ he ordered me into the back seat of his. So after about two

	hours in a holding cell, the arresting officer advised me that I was free to go.

	 

	
So, I said, ‘I knew you couldn’t arrest me for yelling in my own car. You haven’t heard the last of this.’

	 

	And the officer replied, ‘I didn’t arrest you for shouting in your car. You see, I was directly behind you at the light. I saw you screaming and beating your steering wheel, but I realized there was nothing I could do to you for throwing a fit in your own car.’

	 

	But then I noticed the ‘Cross’ hanging from you rear view mirror, and the bright yellow ‘Choose Life’ license tag, and the ‘Jesus is Coming Soon’ bumper sticker, and the Fish symbol, and I thought for sure you must have stolen the car.’”

	 

	Now, would you say that wasn’t being a very good witness for Jesus? Not at all! Had all the right signs but his behavior was messing it up! Wake up! We can boast all we want about being the people of God, and I’m a child of God, and on and on, but when our lives are filled with just as much sin as the rest of the world, the results are still the same. Stop kidding yourself! God’s name is being blasphemed around the world. Why? Because we too are acting like a bunch of modern-day traitors! One guys puts it this way.

	 

	“I’ve played in every denominational Church I can think of, and as a result, I’ve discovered what the world hates the most about Christianity: Christians.

	 

	It would be okay if they hated us for the right reasons – for our love and our joy and our good deeds. But the problem is, they hate us for our hypocrisy.

	 

	We don’t like to admit that the world is tired of hearing us say ‘praise the Lord.’ They’re tired of seeing the bumper stickers without seeing something Christ-like going on inside of the car. They’re tired of our T-shirt philosophy and our rings and our necklaces and our phoniness.

	 

	They’re hungry and thirsty for truth. They want to see Christians being Christians, or else to them, we’re just another trip.

	 

	Guys, we’re in a sorry mess. The world is sick of it and God is sick of it. It’s enough to make Him vomit.”2

	 

	And it not only makes God want to vomit you out of His mouth, but it makes the world want to puke as well! Don’t believe me? Then ask this guy.

	 

	
Soldiers are all sitting on the ground during the war, waiting for the command to get up and get back into battle. One guy says, “Well ain’t that a laugh! The whole blasted world is blowing up in our faces and what are we doing about it? What’s religion doing about it?

	 

	What’s the church people doing about it? Except sitting on benches and singing hymns. And then start yapping about sweetness and light. Boy, oh boy, look how that sweetness and light is saving the world. If they had half the guts that the guys have in this outfit, they’d shut their big, fat mouths and start doing something about it.

	 

	Quit their lousy sob singing. Noooo, they put a couple bucks in the collection

	plate and start singing halleluiah.” The soldier sitting next to him replies, “They are doing a lot more than you think. The trouble with you is that you are too busy shooting off your mouth to find out.”

	 

	The first soldier says, “Oh yeah? Well, what about that brotherly love they are always spouting. Maybe we could use some of that brotherly love around here. Like those kids that we saw in that village living in those stinking, rotten, houses, maybe they could use some of it. And those mothers crying their eyes out. And

	those scabby old guys dying in the streets. Maybe they ain’t neighbors, is that it?”

	 

	The second soldier replies, “Well, sure they are, but you can’t expect the people in the churches to change the whole world over night.” Again, the second soldier says, “Bologna, they’ve had 2000 years to do it in. What have they got to show for it? And if those starched shirts sit there with their hands folded over their big fat bellies every Sunday really mean what they say about religion helping people, why don’t they do something about it?

	 

	Why don’t they quit shinning pews with the seat of their pants and get over here and get to work? Or are they scared they are going to get their pretty manicures all messed up? If you ask me they are all a bunch of lousy, stinkin, hypocrites.

	They’re gold brickers, all of them, they ought to put up or shut up!”

	 

	People, when in the world are we ever going to learn, we can boast all we want about being the people of God, but when our lives are filled with just as much sin as the rest of the world, you ain’t fooling nobody! You need to put up or shut up. Why? Because that kind of behavior is blaspheming the name of God

	 

	
and even the lost know it! The devil knows this. He knows it so stinking well. Hello! He’s behind all this. So, here’s what he does. Here’s how he gets us to take this light attitude towards sin. He can’t take away our victory over sin, so he gets us to become discouraged in having to fight against sin. It’s the ol’ demoralizing trick! Here’s what he does. He throws out the bait and says, “Hey, Christian, aren’t you getting sick and tired of fighting against sin, yet? I mean, gee whiz, come on. Day in, day out you have to say no to this temptation and no to that and on and on it goes! I mean, gee whiz, you’d think that if God really loved you He’d put a stop to all this temptation stuff. But no, He just keeps it coming for no reason at all. So, come on, what do you say? Are you ready to just do it?

	And people, you might think a treacherous belief is no big deal because after all it doesn’t hurt anyone, right? Wrong! People of God, this is a lie from the pit of hell because the devil knows that a treacherous belief leads to this kind of a traitorous life. He knows full well that once we give up the fight to just say no to sin, the path to a blaspheming life will always begin! Therefore, if we’re going to protect ourselves from becoming demoralized in our fight against sin, I think we better take a look at the positive reasons why God allows us to be tempted with sin, how about you? Folks, the Bible is clear.

	 

	The 1st positive reason why God allows temptations to come is To Humble Us.

	 

	2 Corinthians 12:7-10 “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

	 

	According to our text, the Bible is clear. God had given the Apostle Paul some incredible revelations and even according to some other passages, Paul was actually taken up to the third heaven. The actual dwelling place of God the Father. It was absolutely amazing. What a privilege. But here’s the problem.

	We all know when it comes to having some secret or special knowledge, the danger in knowing it is what? It’s called getting the big-head syndrome, right? Becoming conceited. And so, here’s the point. What does God do to protect Paul

	 

	
from this dangerous sin? How does He keep Paul from ruining the work of God? Hey, that’s right, He humbles Paul with a what? A thorn in the flesh. Literally, a demonic presence to keep Paul from becoming conceited. But hey, that’s right. I’m sure this was just the Apostle Paul, right? I mean, God wouldn’t do that to us today, would He? Uh, yes, He would folks. WHY? Because we too can suffer from the big head syndrome and ruin the work of God. And so out of love God will do whatever it takes, just like with Paul, to humble us, like He did with this guy.

	 

	Tim Hawkins, comedian: “I was in this church a few years ago, it had like 1500 people in it. I was thinking, what am I doing, I can’t just write the Bible, I knew it was a Psalm, so I just picked a Psalm. So, I said Psalm 38:7. That can’t be a bad one. So, like an idiot I did them all like that.

	 

	Tim Hawkins, Psalm 38:7. So driving home that night I thought, oh no, I hope that was a good verse. Oh Lord help me. So, I get home and I look up Psalm 38:7 in my Bible and to my horror it says, ‘I have a painful disease in my loins,’ yeah, yuk it up Christians, that’s real funny isn’t it? ‘Lo I have a painful disease in my loins.’ Did you know that was in the Bible? I do now. And I signed it 100 times and sent it out into my own little mission field.

	 

	Take the word of my loin problem. Because you know they looked it up when they got home, you know they did. It’s like, ‘come on, ya’ll, we’re going to read this verse, turn the TV off. Sit around, I’m going to read it. Sush, I think I got it here.

	Lo, I have a painful disease,’ (she stops reading and looks at the family, then proceeds) ‘I shook his hand,’ she says in disgust.

	 

	Can you believe that? Some of you don’t get that, I have a painful disease in my loins. You ain’t going to see that verse cross stitched on a pillow. Unless it’s a special pillow, I don’t know.”3

	 

	Now folks, I don’t know, maybe it’ just me, but how many of you would say it was kind of hard for that guy to be conceited after that one? And so, here’s the question. Is God being a big ol’ meany? Is He just trying to torture that guy and make him feel really bad for no apparent reason at all? Are you kidding, people! That’s what satan wants you to believe! The Bible is clear. God is a good and loving Father and He has a positive purpose for everything, including temptation. Now, don’t misunderstand me Christian. God is not the author of temptation. Hello, satan is. But God is so powerful that He will take what the

	 

	
enemy means for evil and turn it around for good, including temptation. People wake up! God allows temptations to come not to torture us but to humble us. To keep us from becoming conceited and ruining the work of God. Why? Because that’s the only way it can happen! Stop and think about it people. You don’t just wake up one day and all of a sudden become humble. Are you kidding me? The moment you think you’re humble, you just lost it. Rather, a humble spirit is produced by humiliating circumstances. And, the Bible is clear, God knows what He’s doing. Unless we are humbled before Him we are not going to receive an ounce of grace from Him. God resists the proud but gives grace to who? The humble! And if we don’t receive the grace of God we’re not going to have the power to be effective like Paul was. I didn’t say that, Paul did.

	 

	1 Corinthians 15:10 “But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me – and not without results. For I have worked harder than all the other apostles, yet it was not I but God who was working through me by His grace.”

	 

	The Bible is clear. Paul clearly understood the reason why he was able to work harder than all the other Apostles and do the amazing things he did. It was simply because and only because of the grace of God. This is why he had to be kept from being conceited. This is why he could rejoice in insults and injuries and privations and heartache. Because when he was weak, when he was humbled, when he was forced to be dependent upon God, not himself, that’s when he was strong. In other words, when pride goes down, grace goes up! And when grace goes up the power turns on to do something significant for Christ. Do you see what God’s doing? Whether we like it or not or whether we want to admit it or not, our temptations are serving as a what? As a positive opportunity to humble us, to make us more effective and powerful Christians. And isn’t that what we all pray for? Why, if I didn’t know better, it sounds to me like God knows what in the world He’s doing! Shocker!

	 

	Oh, but that’s not all. The 2nd positive reason why God allows temptations to come is To Strengthen Us.

	 

	Luke 22:31-32 “Simon, Simon, satan has asked to have all of you, to sift you like wheat. But I have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So, when you have repented and turned to Me again, strengthen and build up your brothers.”

	 

	
According to our text, satan actually approached God for permission to sift Peter like wheat, in other words, to destroy him, right? And so, here’s the point. What was God’s response? Did He say, “Absolutely not! There’s no way that’s going to happen buddy!” No! He let him touch him but not destroy him. But He still let him touch him. Is God being a big ol’ meany? Is He just trying to torture Peter and make him feel really bad for no apparent reason at all? No people! That’s what satan wants you to believe! God is a good and loving Father and He has a positive purpose for everything, including temptation. He allows it not to destroy us but to strengthen us. What did it say there? “When you have repented and turned to Me again” do what Peter? Strengthen and build up your brothers. God is actually helping Peter build up his spiritual muscles.

	It’s common sense folks, how does a person get massive rippling muscles all over their body? Is it just by pushing a button on the computer and doing a couple clicks on the mouse? We wish it would but that’s not how it works is it? No! The way you get big muscles and become really strong is by disciplining yourself day after day after day and lifting heavy weights again and again and again, right? And people I’m telling you it’s the same thing with temptation. God allows, He doesn’t author, but He allows temptations to come day after day after day after day not to destroy us but to strengthen us, to build up our spiritual muscles. Because when we daily have to discipline ourselves to say no to sin again and again and again day after day after day, all of a sudden if you persevere, you find yourself becoming stronger in warding off sin. Granted, it may not be what you wanted, but it’s exactly what you needed, like this Christian lady from Africa learned.

	 

	“I was born in a family which was relatively religious, but I was baptized without really knowing Jesus Christ. To me, baptism was just a simple formality. And going to services was a part of my Sunday duties.

	 

	In fact, in my daily life there was no difference between my so-called Christian life and the life of the world. My heart was addicted to bad thoughts and to actions contrary to the good.

	 

	Well one day, one of my Christian friends, a real Christian named Christine, invited me to an Evangelistic meeting. She would always invite me to prayer meetings and bible studies, but I’d never go. But this time, I decided to go in order to please her.

	 

	
Well, much to my astonishment, I enjoyed the wonderful ambience. It was

	extraordinary to find a group of Christians who were all radiant with God’s joy, singing beautiful praises that expressed their love for Him and His goodness towards them.

	 

	And when the preaching of the Word began, suddenly, I felt a great burden upon me, and spontaneously I felt an unbridled eagerness to become a child of God. My past ran before me and I realized that I had been nothing but a false Christian. My life was not reflecting the will of God.

	 

	Soon I realized that I was lost and for me it was time to become a real Christian.

	 

	So, when the preacher exhorted the sinners to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, I immediately invited the Lord to save me, and forgive me, and make me His child.

	 

	And as I did, all of a sudden, an indescribable joy and peace flooded my heart. So, I went back home, and I began to speak about my new experience to my husband and to my children.

	 

	My children liked hearing what I had to say but my husband became offended by my words and began to rebuke me harshly. Then he told me I better change my mind to which I said I will never retrace my steps.

	 

	Then he got so infuriated with me that he took my house key and exploded by

	saying, ‘Without this key you will no longer stay in this house. I command you to go away from me! You will only be able to come back to this house when you find this key.’

	 

	So immediately I left and went to Christine’s house and spent the night there. She exhorted me to hold on and to trust God with all my heart, with whom all things are possible. We prayed together, and afterward we went to sleep.

	 

	Well the next morning, Christine brought me to visit some brothers of the Evangelistic meeting that I went to, and they encouraged me with the Bible verse: Romans 8:28 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”

	 

	
They began to pray for me, for my husband and for my children, and they entreated the favor of God so that the key might be found.

	 

	Once the prayer was finished, Christine and I went back to her house. While I was helping her to prepare lunch, a young Christian man named Landry who was a fisherman arrived carrying a large carp of nearly 50 pounds on his shoulders.

	 

	He came right up to me and said, ‘My sister, may you be blessed in Jesus Christ. Listen, I freely give you this carp. Bear in mind that it’s a gift of God for you!’

	 

	I thought, what an extraordinary generosity! I scarcely believed my ears. So, after Landry went away, we began to scale the fish, and then we opened the belly of the fish, whereupon I saw a key.

	 

	And not just any key, but one that looked exactly like the key to my house. Incredible but true! My key inside the belly of a fish! I exclaimed to Christine, ‘Look! Christine, that’s my key! The key to my house!

	 

	So immediately I ran back to my house praising God and when I got there my children were glad to see me, but my husband was still very angry and asked why I had returned. So, I told him that I had found the key inside the belly of a fish whereupon he began to weep.

	 

	Through tears he explained to me, ‘When you left, I challenged your God and He won the challenge. I threw that key into the river and today God used a fish to

	show me His power. Please, I want to become a child of God like you too.’

	 

	At that moment, I was totally overwhelmed by the emotion. I saw my husband completely determined to follow the Lord. In fact, that evening my husband and all five of my children publicly received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and the next morning (Sunday morning), I and all my family were baptized in the Sangha river (the most important river in Cameroon) where the key had been thrown.

	 

	And now today, my husband, my children and I all belong to God all because of the Love of God manifested in the belly of a fish.’

	 

	The EMOULOUNDOU family, Cameroon Africa.”4

	 

	
Folks, if it seems like God’s been throwing the key at you lately and you’ve been getting nothing but a big ol’ stinky fish, day after day after day, then don’t think God’s not doing you right. Give it some time and you’re going to see that that river full of difficulties was one of the best things He could’ve ever given to you. Why? Because God is good, and He never ever makes a mistake, and that includes our difficulties. One guy puts it this way.

	 

	
		I asked for wisdom and God gave me problems to solve.

		I asked for prosperity and God gave me brain and brawn to work.

		I asked for courage and God gave me danger to overcome.

		I asked for love and God gave me troubled people to help.

		I asked for favors and God gave me opportunities.

		I asked for strength and God gave me difficulties to make me strong.

		I received nothing I wanted. I received everything I needed.



	 

	When are we going to learn that God knows what He’s doing. He is so stinking powerful that He’ll use even our temptations as an opportunity to strengthen us and to make us more useful Christians. And isn’t that what we all pray for? Why, if I didn’t know better, it sounds to me like God knows what in the world He’s doing! Shocker! Oh, but that’s not all.

	 

	The 3rd positive reason why God allows temptations to come is To Bless Us.

	 

	2 Corinthians 10:3-4 “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.”

	 

	If we’re going to knock down the devil’s strongholds, we’ve got to understand we do not use human methods but what? We use God’s mighty weapons, right? Why? Because they work every single time! And I’m telling you, one of the mightiest weapons God has given us over the enemy is called obedience. Why? Because stop and think about it Christian. Every single time we are obedient to God it’s a what? It’s is a reminder to satan that he’s the one who’s defeated. He’s the one who lost! He’s the real loser here! We’ve got the victory in Jesus Christ. And, I don’t know about you, but getting to personally remind satan that he’s a big fat loser, is a big fat blessing to me! The devil knows this.

	He knows it so stinking well. So, here’s what he does. He knows that every single time you and I say no to his temptations we are actually reminding him of

	 

	
his defeat! So, here’s what he does. He gets us to think that obedience to God is not a blessing but a curse, like this guy shares.

	 

	BIRD IN A CAGE

	 

	“All too often satan has convinced people, especially young and impressionable people, that boundaries and commands are bad and restrictive. And the

	philosophy, ‘do as you will’ or ‘do whatever you want’ is good. And satan is very effective in delivering that propaganda message through television, sports and rock stars under his control.

	 

	That ultimately draws young people away from the authority of their parents like a wolf would lead a lamb away from the protection of the flock or the shepherd. Perfect world, isn’t it? So, the bars of the cage are not so much to keep the parakeet in as it is to keep the dangers of an imperfect world out.

	 

	So, it is with the bars of God’s laws. They’re not to keep you from fun and enjoyable things. They are in place to keep in place the dangerous things from destroying your lives and souls.”6

	 

	When are we going to stop listening to the devil and start listening to God? Name one commandment in the Scripture that’s bad for us. Answer? None of them! They’re all good. They’re all for our protection. That’s what the devil doesn’t want you to see. That’s why he’s trying to convince you to think they are a cursing instead of a blessing. Why? Because he’s not stupid people! He knows the commands of God are a blessing from God because that’s how we get back at him! Therefore, if you’re sick and tired of getting hammered by the devil, Christian hammer him back! Punch him in the head. Knock him out. Give him an uppercut, take him down. How? By being obedient to God. That’s the weapons of our warfare! So, what do you do? What do you do if that’s you and you’ve actually become a Traitorous Christian, what do you do? Well hello, first of all, you need to check your heart and make sure you are even a Christian in the first place. I didn’t say that God did.

	 

	Titus 1:15-16 “Everything is pure to those whose hearts are pure. But nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, because their minds and consciences are defiled. Such people claim they know God, but they deny him by the way they live. They are despicable and disobedient, worthless for doing anything good.”

	 

	
If your behavior is in the toilet and you couldn’t give a rip about fighting against sin, the Bible says it might be a sign you’re not even a Christian in the first place. Why? Because you’re denying your profession by the way you live! Don’t believe me? Just ask Judas. Oh, he was right there, he was right there in the crowd alright, but God knew his heart. He was a traitor! And so, I ask you, is that a chance you really want to take? But what do you do if you’re here today and you are a Christian and your behavior has also been in the toilet lately, what do you do? Well, it’s simple. You need to repent and ask for God’s forgiveness. And people, I’m telling you, this is the great news. Hello! God loves you. You’re His child. So much so that even if you got tricked into giving up on Him, He hasn’t given up on you. Are you kidding me! You just take that first step of obedience and turn right back to Him, and you’ll discover just like that, He’s turned you once again into a Triumphant Christian, like He did with this girl.

	 

	The actors are all on the stage. A man representing Jesus is all dressed in white with a purple cape across his shoulders. There is a girl standing next to him with her head down. He looks at her with pride. She is one of his children. They moved together across the stage. Her heart is full of love for her savior.

	Everything is good.

	 

	[image: Image]Suddenly from behind her a man dressed in black steps up and takes her hand. He starts pulling her away from Jesus. Satan is starting to try to take control of her. Jesus is pushed away. He keeps calling to her come back but she is having too much fun with this

	guy.

	 

	As Jesus is trying to get her attention another one dressed in yellow comes to tempt her away. Jesus holds out his hand, signaling for her to come back to him but she is pulling further away. She is now drinking, doing drugs, way over her head in sin. What she thought

	was so much fun is now overwhelming her. She knows she has to get back to Jesus.

	 

	
She sees him holding out his hand to her but every time she starts to walk in His direction she is pulled back into her temptation and sin. She is depressed. Her life makes her sick. She has pulled so far from her savior it makes her want to throw up. She is so miserable that now she is being tempted with suicide. Satan hands her a knife to get it all over with.

	 

	She starts to cut her wrists but realizes that all she needs to do is get back to God. She starts to push through all the temptation that is holding her back, but she won’t give up. She has to get back. Jesus is waiting on her, encouraging her to keep pushing back the temptations and come back to him. Again, the temptation of suicide hits her again and she even gets a gun.

	 

	She feels that she has to do this to get rid of these horrible feelings she has because of what she has gotten herself into. She throws the gun down and starts pushing once again back to Jesus. They are all pulling her back, but she keeps struggling to get back, if she can only get back to Jesus all will be good again. She sees him holding out his arms to her and she is trying to reach him, but she falls one more time.

	 

	She knows he will take her back if she can only get up and reach him. She almost gets to him when they pull her back and she falls one more time. When she gets up again and pushes forward they keep pulling at her but she’s almost there. She touches the tip of his fingers. Now she is fighting harder than ever to keep them off her. She has to get through all this.

	 

	Suddenly Jesus jumps in behind her and protects her from all these temptations grabbing her. She is free. They are gone from her. No more struggling. Jesus has taken care of it all. She is free to fall on her knees and pray. Jesus had saved her, he helps her to her feet and they are once again in harmony. They are talking again. She has peace once again. She is in communion with God.7

	 

	Its high time we the Church stop being ignorant of the devil’s schemes.

	There’s a war going on and it’s not just abroad but its right here in our own country. It’s a cosmic battle for the souls of men and women all around us. The stakes are high, and millions of lives are at risk. And if we’re ever going to win this war then the American Church needs to once again shine for Jesus Christ. People, this is no time to be a Traitorous Christian! Wake up! The alarm has sounded. We are under attack, The satanic War on the Christian. Don’t let the enemy get you! Amen?

	 

	
How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit. (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness. I believe that You died for my sins. I want to turn from my sins. I now invite You to come into my heart and life. I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	 

	In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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