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	To my sister, Heather.

	 

	If ever there was two people,

	who knew firsthand

	the ravages of spiritual warfare,

	It would be you and me.

	 

	Prior to salvation,

	both of us,

	at various times,

	have danced with the devils,

	played their games,

	and sang their songs.

	 

	We ingested their poison,

	believed their lies,

	and even tried to end these lives,

	multiple times.

	 

	But God did what only He can do.

	He rescued us from the dominion of darkness,

	He saved us from the clutches of the evil one.

	He set us free through Jesus Christ.

	 

	Thank you for not only putting up with me,

	and for being a wonderful sister here on earth,

	but for now, being a fellow soldier of Christ,

	fighting the good fight,

	in this greatest battle of all,

	The Satanic War on the Christian.

	 

	Don’t ever give up Heather,

	We know who wins.

	 

	I love you.
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	Preface

	 

	Other than the unfortunate common media exposure to Witchcraft growing up, my first awareness of this dark practice occurred in High School. Some friends were at a house party doing what sadly many did at that time, drinking, drugs, and various immoral behaviors. However, unbeknownst to the rest of the group, a girl was upstairs in that two-story home, in the bathroom, drawing a pentagram on the floor doing occult rituals. After a while, her absence was noticed by the rest of the group and soon she was stumbled upon by another person at the party. Needless to say, that person obviously began to freak out over the occult behavior of the girl right there before their very eyes. Not only was the girl obviously possessed, but soon the rest of the people at the party found out the hard way that her dark arts ritual did what it was apparently designed to do. A demon literally manifested itself right there in the bathroom and it began to slowly make its way downstairs to the rest of the inhabitants. Not only could everyone see the actual form of the demonic entity, but it ever so slowly creeped its way to the lower level. This only added to the horror of the moment as everyone was frozen in place, in stark terror, while screaming in fright at the same time. Word of this event soon began to spread in the small town I was living in, and it became one of the first “spiritual encounters” that opened my eyes to the reality of evil firsthand. Unfortunately, rather than running away as far as I could from these occult behaviors and practices, I soon began to dabble in them myself, leading to a dark miserable multi-year journey before Jesus Christ saved me from this deadly occult snare. It is my hope that you will not only become well-informed in this book about the beliefs and practices of Witchcraft, but that it will encourage any and all to run away from it, not to it, like I did as a non-Christian. One last piece of advice; when you are through reading this book, will you please READ YOUR BIBLE? I mean that in the nicest possible way. Enjoy, and I’m looking forward to seeing you someday!                                                                                                                              Billy Crone

	Las Vegas, Nevada

	2020

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter One

	————————————

	The Definition, Types &

	Location of Witchcraft

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As part of our larger study, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, this book is to warn anyone who might want to explore occult practices, by dabbling in witchcraft, which involves today’s unfortunate rise of Wicca. And folks, you do not want to mess with the occult. You do not want to glamorize, flirt with, or even sneeze in its direction. God gives very strong warnings about it in both the Old and New Testaments. One of those warnings is in the book of Leviticus, where God tells Israel what punishments are appropriate for certain sins, including witchcraft. And just before witchcraft, He mentions another sin some of us Christians might not think of enough. The one we dealt with in our study, Abortion: The Mass Murder of Children. Here is what the Lord said to Moses in Leviticus 20:2-8, starting with the version of abortion practiced in those days: 

	 

	“Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner living in Israel who gives any of his children to Moloch, is to be put to death.’” 

	 

	Who was Moloch? As we saw in our study on abortion, Moloch was a statue that people in Old Testament times would heat up by placing a fire inside, making it red hot. Then they would actually throw their live children onto its arms because they thought that would gain them some success and favor in life. Of course, our reaction is, “Hey, that is crazy! Who would ever do something so horrible?” Well, I’m not going to be able to go into that whole eight-hour study, but the Moloch thing is just their version of modern-day abortion. Both are murdering children, and those doing so today commit the sin for the same reason that the Moloch worshipers did; it’s for people’s own gain. They do not want a child to mess up areas of their lives, like how they might have to responsibly quit work to take care of the child.

	 

	But what does God say about those who carry out that practice? Not only for those Bible times, but dare I say, also for today, although we are under the covenant of grace now, God says they must be put to death. So, you do not want to mess with that. We should be as outraged by this as God. How dare people kill their own children. God is very serious about the consequences. In fact, God says this about a guy who would actually sacrifice his own child to Moloch: 

	 

	“The people of the community are to stone him.” 

	 

	I have said this before, and I’ll say it again: That passage is not talking about giving him marijuana. And we don’t even want to go there, although I just did. God is talking about using rocks, and literally “rocking” that guy to sleep. God tells them to stone a guy like that to death. He continues: 

	 

	“And I will set My face against that man and cut him off from the people, because by giving his child to Moloch, he has defiled My sanctuary and profaned My Holy name. And if the people of the community close their eyes when that man gives one of his children to Moloch, and if they fail to put him to death, I’ll set My face against that man and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Moloch.”

	So, God blames others in the community besides the one physically killing their kid. He is talking about those who know what He prescribes for that despicable practice, yet keep their mouth shut and do nothing. Of course, God is not pleased when His people, including Christians today, keep their mouth shut on the sin of abortion; the murdering of children. We better speak up! It’s serious and today it is our society’s mass murdering of children. 

	 

	After those verses of Leviticus, God says He’ll also set His face against another rotten, horrible practice He cannot stand, which is the occult. Here that is: 

	 

	“I will set My face against anyone who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute themselves by following them, and I will cut them off from their people.” 

	 

	Mediums and spiritists are those participating in occult practices. And what does He mean by prostituting themselves? He is saying they have one foot in the world and the other with God; they are playing games with God. In today’s vernacular, it means they show up on Sunday but during the week they live for this world, including even the evil aspects of modern society. And for this practice, God again says he will cut those individuals off from the rest of their people, just as He will with those murdering children. So, instead of having anything to do with the occult, here is what we are supposed to do, including consecrating ourselves, which means we are to set ourselves apart for God: 

	 

	“Consecrate yourselves and be Holy because I am the Lord your God. Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the Lord, who makes you Holy.” 

	 

	So, right there, God makes no bones about how he feels toward occult practices. As we see in the full occult study, this is just one of a great many similar passages telling us not to mess with the occult, including the topic of this book: Witchcraft, which is Wicca. And again, witchcraft is only one aspect of the occult. There are many others that we will look at as we take our time going down the full occult route. Creepy as it is, we will thoroughly deal with the subject.

	 

	Always a good place to start in any research, is defining the terms. So, what does “witchcraft” actually mean? Let’s take a look at that: 

	 

	“The word is over a thousand years old: Old English formed the compound wiccecraeft from ‘wicce’ (witch) and ‘craeft’ (craft).” 

	 

	There are a couple variances of the spelling with “wycca” and then the straight-up-Old-English “Wicca.” I want to emphasis that latter spelling, so you never let anyone tell you Wicca is not witchcraft. Some practicing it today will claim the two are not the same, so it is all a bunch of baloney and that Wicca being witchcraft is outdated because Wicca does not involve witchcraft today. They say they are just worshiping nature. But the truth is, “Wicca” literally means “witch” and the Wiccans use their name because witchcraft is what they are practicing. Wicca is the direct spelling of witchcraft and even in practice both are exactly the same thing, period. Don’t let anyone fool you into thinking they are not.

	 

	“Witchcraft is the exercise or invocation of alleged supernatural powers (demonic powers) to control people or events; practices typically involving sorcery or magic.” 

	 

	While witchcraft is clearly demonic, practitioners will claim it is just gods and goddesses intervening for them because they conjured up the spirits. But those spirits are demons that they are connected with. They will also say they only do innocent incantation spells to summon nature spirits. But again, those are more demons. Or they will point to their potion, made with many ingredients in a cauldron and say it can manipulate people with a supernatural force that no one can understand. But that is not true, because we know the force behind it is just more demonic activity. 

	 

	Now, what about all the types of witches worldwide? All over the planet there have been many versions throughout history; of course, it is not just some American phenomenon with our depiction of a hunched-over wizened old lady, having a giant pimply nose and large pointy black hat. Witchcraft has actually been in most cultures, including those in Africa and Asia. We will talk about them in a little bit but first, one of the most well-known witches in Western society is the “Old Crone.”

	 

	Now, for those wondering, right off the bat let me verify and prove that my wife and I, the Crones, are not witches; neither are our kids. We Crones have nothing to do with witchcraft and I can prove it. This proof came, not because of this study, but it was when my daughter decided to explore our genealogy and found out that our last name, “Crone,” is German for, “Crown,” which means “royalty.” It turns out that she found our lineage goes way back to the first century where our ancestors were apparently royalty; they were kings and queens. That was pretty cool to learn and I’m not saying it to boast but only as a way to show we’re not witches. In fact, another aspect we will see with witchcraft, and other occult practices like voodoo, is that they are very into chicken. And as you may already know, I hate chicken, so there is a second reason I cannot possibly be a witch. Okay, let’s move on.

	 

	Again, the “old crone” is the first one most of us in the Western culture think of as a witch. Old crone witches are said to:

	 

	“Meet secretly at night, indulge in cannibalism and orgiastic rites with the Devil and perform black magic.” 

	 

	So, all kidding aside, this is bad stuff. You do not want to be involved with any kind of witchcraft or be any type of a witch. And again, as we go through this, keep in mind that we’ve probably all heard it said by some practitioners of this stuff that they are not involved in black magic; they only practice white magic. But it is the same. Evil is evil. There is no particular color or size of evil, just as you can eat fried, baked, or boiled chicken, but guess what. It is all evil, folks. Let’s continue with the old crone:

	“A crone is an old woman who may be disagreeable, malicious, and sinister in manner, often with magical or supernatural associations. The Crone is supposed to be a wise woman.” 

	 

	In fact, history talks about how many indigenous cults and occult populations around the world have had witchcraft and sorcery practices like shamanism, i.e., the Native Americans, where the people would go see the “Wise Man” or “Wise Woman” because they had powers no one else did. Oftentimes it would be the “Witch Doctor,” they view as having secret wisdom. But, of course, it is all just demonic practices. 

	 

	“The word crone became further specialized as the third aspect of the Triple Goddess popularized by Robert Graves and subsequently in some forms of neopaganism.” 

	 

	What is neopaganism? It is just a “new” form of “paganism,” which we will get into more later, including Wicca, in which, 

	 

	“The Crone symbolizes the Dark Goddess, the dark of the moon, the end of a cycle; together with the Mother and the Maiden, she represents part of the circle of life.” 

	 

	Eventually, we will explore the witchcraft practices of circles and pentagrams as part of the symbolism. For now, we’re only looking at the types of witches but when we get to symbolism, what’s interesting is how the New Age movement and Feminism both have spiritual circles they call “croonings.” As we have seen in other studies, that’s part of what tells us that the root of feminism has nothing to do with higher pay, equal rights, or proving a woman can do everything a man can do. The root of the modern feminist movement is the practice of drawing ladies into the occult, and specifically, witchcraft. 

	 

	“In New Age and feminist spiritual circles, a “Crooning” is a ritual rite of passage into an era of wisdom, freedom, and personal power.” 

	 

	That frames the motivation behind the feminist movement where ladies are taught to hate those horrible men and instead to nurture their own personal power. Women are told they need freedom from the chains men have put on them, so they can gain some wisdom that has been kept from them. However, as ladies keep going down that road, they finally find out it is all just an indoctrination into witchcraft. Here is an example of that in this video transcript of those actually practicing modern feminism, and you tell me if the record of their own description shows they are involved in witchcraft: 

	 

	Feminist leader: “The women’s movement today is being called the women’s spirituality movement in great part. And that is because it is not just concentrating on areas of social and political reform, but it’s looking hard and fast at spiritual reform. Women are gathering today in circles, just as their 1960 counterparts did in consciousness-raising circles. But now, they are not just knocking down that door to a man’s world, asking for entrance. Instead, they are looking at the myths, spiritual beliefs, religions, values; everything that runs our culture, everything that feeds our souls. We are going to take a look at the women’s spirituality movement as it has been called by the women participating in it, who are weaving new stories of a returning goddess. They believe she’s back on the planet, alive and well, and she could do a lot for you.” 

	 

	This video shows a women’s group meeting somewhere in the woods around a female goddess figure they have fashioned out of plants. 

	 

	Group leader: “The goddess is alive!” 

	 

	Group response: “Magic is afoot!” 

	 

	Group leader: “The goddess is alive!!” 

	 

	Group response: “Magic is afoot!!” 

	 

	The women are shown dancing in a circle, clapping, and playing bongos, as well as other instruments. 

	One of the women: “What the goddess means to me is wholeness and peace.” 

	 

	A second woman: “The goddess means to me, my internal strength. She has come to me and shown me the beauty that is within myself.” 

	 

	A third woman: “The goddess is my voice. She is my self-empowerment. She is my self-respect. As a result, my life has really undergone some major transformations, not only creatively, but in the pathway that I have now started to take. And I have the works of Z. Budapest to thank for that.”

	 

	How many times did you hear them say it’s about equal rights and pay, or demonstrating something to men? They don’t mention it. And by the way, Zsuzsanna Emese Mokcsay is a Hungarian author who goes by the name, Zsuzsanna, or Z., Budapest. She writes about feminist spirituality and was founder of the first women-only witches coven. We’ll look at her more later in the study. 

	 

	When you do the research and peel back the layers of what’s really going on in the feminist movement, from its founding all the way up to today, you see it’s a spiritual movement that is leading women into these kinds of spiritual crooning circles, and it’s all straight out of witchcraft. Normally, unknown at first to women getting involved in the feminist movement today, the leadership is actually trying to turn them into old crones. It’s crazy. 

	 

	Now let me give you a couple of examples of other crones, besides that in our Western cultural traditions. A Norse myth tells of Thor, a god in Germanic mythology, supposedly wrestling a crone named, Elli. And Slavic tradition has a witch called, Baba Yaga; not to be confused with Baby Yoda from Disney’s new Star Wars Mandalorian series. Baba Yaga is said to be a crone from another world. So that is the old crone. A second type of witch is the “Black Annis.” 

	 

	Black Annis is also known as the “Black Agnes” or “Black Anna,” and is where we get the “Bogeyman,” which can also be represented as the “Boogeyman,” “Bogyman,” “Bogieman,” “Boogie monster,” or “Boogie man.” By the way, this study of witchcraft will be fun for those of you hooked on the history of languages. There are a huge number of words and phrases in the English language that come straight out of witchcraft and the occult, like Bogeyman. Words people have used to try to protect themselves from the occult. Though we do not realize where they come from, we still say some of them today.

	 

	 English folklore’s Black Annis is a blue-faced hag, or witch, with iron claws and a taste for human flesh, especially children. Hey, that sounds disgusting! It is a good thing the occult doesn’t still practice ritual sacrificing of adults, and even children, today, right? Unfortunately, they still do, and we’ll get to that later. The Black Annis supposedly lived in a cave with a great oak tree at the entrance. Oak trees are prominent in the occult, especially with the Druids. The Black Annis is said to have ventured out at night looking for unsuspecting children and lambs to eat, before tanning their skins, hanging them from a tree, and then later wearing those around her waist. Legend has it that she would reach inside houses, snatching people out with her giant claws. She supposedly also used those hands to carve her house out of a sandstone cliff. It is said Black Annis would hide in the branches of her oak tree, waiting to leap on unsuspecting prey. And because of the idea that she wanted to snatch people from their houses,

	 

	“Other traditions stated that, when she ground her teeth, people could hear her, giving them time to bolt their doors and keep away from the window. It is said that cottages in parts of England were purposely built with small windows so the Black Annis could only get a single arm inside. When she howled, she could be heard five miles away, after which the cottagers would fasten skins across the window and place protective herbs above it to keep themselves safe.” 

	 

	Using protective herbs as supposed protection against evil like the Black Annis, is the same as movies showing holy water or garlic being used against vampires. In fact, in another part of this overall occult study, we will get into other such items like amulets, good luck charms, talismans, and occult items of that nature. Of course, none of those protect against evil because it is only Jesus Christ who can provide that protection. The third type of “witch,” is one we don’t normally think of as a witch but when you do the research, the “Fairy Godmother” is actually based on witches and witchcraft. 

	 

	The legend mentions both a good and wicked fairy godmother, again, whether you call it black or white magic, it’s just like boiled, baked, or fried chicken; it’s all chicken, and all evil. The fairy godmother is an entity with magical powers that has two prominent promoters. Of course, one is Disney, an organization steeped in the occult. A lot of Disney’s movies and cartoons are based on the occult, including many of their old and new story lines. Disney movies like Cinderella and Sleeping Beauty include the fairy godmother, who has her roots in the figures of the fates, the spinner, the allotter, and death, that are supposedly white-robed incarnations of destiny, a story line that comes from ancient Greek and Roman religion and mythology.  Remember that Sleeping Beauty was at a spinning wheel that became her fate when she pricked her finger on the spindle and fell into a deep sleep. Good magic, witchcraft, was supposedly used to bring her out of it. But again, there is no “good” magic; it is all only evil witchcraft. 

	 

	Now, notice that what is depicted in that picture of the fairy godmother from a classic book about her. Though she is supposed to be the “good” fairy godmother, notice what she is doing. She’s using a giant pumpkin as her cauldron and it looks creepy. Disney has since cleaned her up, but clearly in the classic literature, even the good fairy godmother was involved in witchcraft. 

	 

	Disney tidied up the evil queen too, but she is also just another witch. And that evil queen is part of a very wicked witchcraft that has even been made popular through Disney’s newest witch movies starring Angelina Jolie. Those movies include the 2014, Maleficent and its sequel in 2019, Maleficent: Mistress of Evil. Maleficent is a dark, sinister being, who puts a curse on an infant princess. This story also includes witchcraft practiced by the “evil queen,” who most of us know as the main antagonist in Snow White. The latter story line comes from a German fairy tale recorded by the Brothers Grimm, where the evil queen designs many ways to murder Snow White through the use of witchcraft. 

	 

	The evil queen’s methods included more than just the poison apple. Another aspect of Snow White was a mirror that the queen looked into and addressed as, “Mirror, mirror, on the wall...” Why would the story tellers bring up the mirror? Did a vain queen, with a bad attitude, just have an extreme jealousy of the princess? Is that why she wanted to kill Snow White? 

	 

	Well, let’s take a look at how mirrors are popular with the occult and just remember, when you see mirrors focused on in movies, and even cartoons, it’s all about the occult. In fact, the occult admits mirrors are important to them as a tool for divination and magic. They believe mirrors enable us to perceive the unseen. Mirror-gazing can supposedly be used to aid and heal people, answer questions, and find lost objects or persons. They believe the power of mirrors or any reflective surface can reveal what is hidden. 

	 

	There is a related practice that goes by the term, scrying, which is looking into a mirror, or any reflective surface, and supposedly getting a vision from it. In fact, gazing at shiny surfaces is one of the oldest forms of scrying. It is a method of divination that goes as far back as the early Egyptians, Arabs, Magi, Persians, Greeks, and Romans. In Greece, the witches of Thessaly repeatedly wrote their messages from oracles, those contacting demon spirits, on mirrors, using human blood. The Romans had skilled mirror readers called, “Speculari,” which is where we get the English word, “speculate.” It was a person skilled in the divination practice of mirror-seeing. An occult website says this about some related Christian lore:

	 

	“Mirrors enable demons to make themselves known.” 

	 

	Now, about that, this might sound freaky, but I want to share a story that I’ll back up with evidence of certain occult beliefs. One of our best friends in Bible College, I will call him “Jerry”, shares the spiritual torment he went through before getting saved. He was in Sacramento, living in a multistory apartment complex he had rented. He did not know it at the time but later found out the men living above him were witches. He said they would mess with him all the time. My friend didn’t drink or do drugs but said he would sit there at night watching little creatures literally walk in and out of the mirror, which of course totally freaked him out every time. He found out later that it was these witches living above him, using their spells to mess with him. He got out fast when he found out! This was before he got saved so I’m sure he felt helpless against that. 

	 

	Still, some might think these stories of supernatural happenings are just a bunch of baloney, but here is what the occult says from their own website:

	 

	“Mirrors and the application of mirrors are also a transit gate to other planes of existence. A body can go right through the mirror and provide access to the astral plane. And with repeated practice, meetings with the dead are possible.” 

	 

	Through that witchcraft practice you do encounter entities that begin to communicate with you, but it ain’t Cleopatra or Eleanor Roosevelt. It is a demon, who the Bible calls a “familiar spirit.” You are not going to see a dead human talking with you because the Bible is clear about where humans go when they die: If you’re saved, you go straight to heaven, as it says in 2 Corinthians 5:8:

	 

	“We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.”

	 

	 And for those who die unredeemed as non-Christians, unfortunately, they go straight to Hell. And there is no coming back. Dead people do not traverse back and forth. If an entity does appear, you are dealing with a familiar spirit, a demonic influence. But this is what the occult believes about tapping into mirrors to enter another realm in the astral plane and visit other planes. This is directly from their own occult website. 

	 

	And one entity that can appear, among many, is what is called a “gnome.” You probably already know of it as a cute little figurine placed around people’s landscaping. It’s just a small cartoon character and apparently an excellent travel companion, according to the Travelocity commercials. Right? Wrong! Real gnomes, leprechauns, fairies, or the like, come straight out of the occult. These are entities that can appear, and gnomes are typically some of the smaller ones. So, going back to my friend, Jerry’s, story: Was that what those tiny creatures were, coming in and out of his mirror? 

	 

	This is really starting to sound weird, right? It all begins to stack up as the strange, wacky, evil world of witchcraft. You don’t want to mess with this; evil is real. You do not want to go down that road! Besides gnomes, the occult claims you can also tap into “salamanders.” In fact, the eye of the newt is a big symbol in the occult, as well as a key ingredient in their cauldrons, which, again, is used to cook up their potions that they use to manipulate people. It is all demonic. Other creatures people contact are “sylphs” and “undines,” which are feminine spirits. The former is more of an air entity and the latter is a nymph that inhabits water.

	 

	So, mirrors are important to the occult and that is why one was depicted in Snow White; it wasn’t just because the lady was being vain. As a witch, of course, she would use a mirror. In fact, let me give you an example of how people involved in the occult today, unfortunately, still use mirrors as a big part of their practice. Here is what this occult lady recommended:

	 

	“I wanted to tell you the power of mirrors. If you can have a mirror on you, wear it because it reflects everything back to anybody that sends any kind of evil your way. Even good stuff. You send it right back to them. You can capture energies with mirrors, too. If you do find jewelry that has a mirror in it, I would cleanse it first before you put it on and before you enchant it. Anyway, I have a couple of these. Another way you can reflect negative energy back on to somebody is if you, when you’re walking towards that person, or that person is walking towards you, or you’re going in the area where there’s a vortex of like icky, icky energy, you want to see yourself as a mirror. So, you transform into a big mirror, and you just reflect everybody’s image right back on them.”

	 

	It’s just sad to hear someone who still uses these evil practices today. Most people don’t realize what they are involved in. So, as I have done since seeing that video, I’ll just encourage us to pray for a person, who is as deceived as she is, or hopefully was and isn’t anymore.

	 

	Again, witchcraft is all over the world and according to Russian folklore, they believe mirrors are linked to the devil because they have the power to draw souls out of the body. And here’s something interesting: Did you also grow up hearing, “Whatever you do, don’t break a mirror because that will get you seven years of bad luck.” Well, as I mentioned, you are going to learn that a lot of verbiage in our conversation actually comes straight out of witchcraft. The occult says that breaking a mirror is back luck because the mirror can supposedly hold a soul, so, a damaged one brings injury to that soul. Of course, it’s just superstition and not true, but people still believe it. 

	 

	With the practice of Voodoo, they have a magical mirror they call a “minore” that only the priest and the priestess can use. Overall witchcraft uses flat and concave mirrors, as well as other shiny reflective surfaces like crystals and crystal balls, which are often depicted in Disney stories. Basically, the occult says any reflective surface, including a bowl of water, can be a mirror. 

	 

	The witchcraft practice of scrying uses any reflective surface as a mirror, as long as a person can see their reflection in it. Scrying also involves taking drugs, which are important in witchcraft and the occult. People today who think they are just socially and recreationally taking drugs say it is only for entertainment. But functionally it is not! If that is you, you are doing the same thing the occult does to open up spiritual doors to the demonic realm. You do not want to mess with that! And now marijuana is being legalized so more people can be exposed to all kinds of demonic aspects.

	 

	But getting back to bowls of water used with scrying, that brings us to a man we’ve dealt with many times in other studies: Nose-Hair-Damus. Actually, his name was Nostradamus, and he was a 16th-century French physician and astrologer. He wrote four-verse quatrains, stanzas, that resulted in people calling him a prophet. But he was actually involved with witchcraft, using reflective surfaces to get his quatrains through scrying. We do not have time to get into it here but, basically, he gave such incredibly vague predictions that anyone could cite or twist them to claim many future events were their fulfillment, because they were such non-specific prophecies. Almost anything could be stuck to them, so it is all ridiculous. Here is some about what he did: 

	 

	“Nostradamus used divination, witchcraft, claiming that a spirit, demon, helped him understand how these things worked. He used various forms of meditation, focusing on fire or water while being under the influence of mild hallucinogens.”

	 

	Again, that’s just plain old scrying which is used by witches. Often with the help of drugs. What they do is concentrate on a shiny surface, or a crystal ball, until visions begin to appear. In fact, Nostradamus knew he was messing with dangerous occult practices. We know that, because the historical record says he warned his son not to dare do what his dad had done. Here’s that:

	 

	“Nostradamus beseeches his infant son never to dabble in such practices for, he says, they desiccate, dry up, the body, disturb the mind and send the soul to perdition, hell. For that reason, he has reduced to ashes, burned the ancient books in which he first discovered the techniques involved. They burned, he says, with an unnatural brilliance.” 

	 

	When I got saved from that kind of stuff in the New Age movement, nobody gave me a sermon about the tool of witchcraft and I certainly didn’t have a whole study like this on the occult, but the very next day, the spirit of God had me cleaning house. I had been involved with the occult, “New Age” for a while, so I ended up spending half a day going up and down the stairs of my second-story apartment building, getting rid of that stuff. That was just the Spirit of God convicting me. 

	 

	Now, if you know your Bible well, that probably sounds familiar because it is exactly what occult folks in Bible times did when saved out of the occult. We saw that in an Old Testament passage, so let us also look at the New Testament. As I did, if you, or anyone you know who has gotten saved, still holds onto anything pertaining to the occult, you need to get rid of it! Do not hold onto that. The best way I can think of is to destroy those things if you have the ability. One good way is to get a big old fifty-five-gallon barrel and burn it all so no one ever has a chance to be around those evil items. And if you are a Christian still messing with the occult, you better get far away from that and burn anything involved. Clean house. Get rid of it now! Here is Acts 19:13-20, and notice how it says these unsaved people tried to use Jesus’ name, doing so in a sort of a witchcraft-type practice:

	 

	“Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, ‘In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.’ Seven sons of a Jewish chief priest named, Sceva, were doing this. One day the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but who are you?’ Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding.”

	 

	If you are experiencing demonic warfare, the last thing you ever want is for a demon to not know who you are. You want them to say, “Oh, yes, I know you Betsy Walker. You’re a child of God.” But those people in the Old Testament were not able to invoke Jesus because they were not saved. The demon said it knew Jesus and about Paul but did not know those seven Jewish sons of Sceva. It’s just what we’ll see when we get to the information about the occult use of amulets, talismans, good luck charms, and even the Roman Catholic traditions of holy water and other baloney like that; it’s all involved with experiences of demonic warfare. And without Jesus, all the practitioners attempting to use those occult items are going to get whupped on! Only Jesus Christ can deliver and save us from something like that. Let’s continue reading, after the name of Jesus didn’t work for them, to cast out demons, because they weren’t saved and instead got a beating from the demon:

	 

	“When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. Many of those who believed, now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together...”

	 

	By the way, as part of sorcery, that passage in the Greek mentions “pharmakeia,” which is using drugs in the practice of witchcraft. And another thing to note is that mention of scrolls. Witchcraft and the occult rely a lot on scrolls, books of spells, and other writings of that nature. The book of Acts goes on:

	 

	“They brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. In this way, the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.”

	 

	And at that time, fifty thousand drachmas was a massive amount of money. These people didn’t care what it cost for all their occult paraphernalia; they wanted to burn and be rid of it right away. Living for Jesus is not prostituting ourselves to the world by having one foot in the world and the other with Jesus. It is all Jesus! So, they wanted a clean break. In those times, one drachma was one full day’s wage. 50,000 drachmas divided by 365 days in a year comes out to 140 years of their income that they just sent up in smoke. That is many millions of today’s dollars. But they knew what was most important. And that was not to somehow look like Christian followers of God but still flirt with the occult. They were all in and just wanted to be rid of the occult trash, no matter the cost, because they had Jesus, Who is more precious than 140 years of earnings. Anyone in a similar situation, needs to make a clean break and burn the evil materials so no one else is led astray by them. 

	 

	One other quick aspect to mention about mirrors is that the occult magic mirrors can supposedly transmit and receive thoughts, pictures, words, and sounds, regardless of the distance. They are said to act as a viewing display for occultists involved in clairvoyance (perceiving future events) and remote viewing (perceiving things or events that are distant or otherwise unseen), both of which we will get into later. As if they are watching television, “A skilled magician can gaze into a magic mirror and see distant scenes and activities.”

	 

	Another occult belief is that witches have no souls, which is not true because witches are humans, so they do have a soul. And that dispels something else we see in the movies where they depict vampires as having no reflection in a mirror. Again, it is not true because all people have souls. So, all that with the mirrors being part of witchcraft is still going on today. 

	 

	Now, let’s go on to the next type of “witch,” besides the old crone, and that is the “Hag.” 

	 

	She too was considered a wise woman because she knew the secret techniques and was a kind of a fairy, or “goddess,” that appeared as a woman in folklore. Just like other witches, the hag has been popular in children’s tales like Hansel and Gretel. That was the old Hag. The term is from Middle English as a shortened version of “haegtesse,” an Old English term for “witch.” Similarly, Middle Dutch uses “hagetisse” and Old High German is “hagzusa.” Respectively, they shortened those to “heks” and “hexe.” Now where have we heard “hexe” before? Of course, it’s used as what a witch does in casting a spell or cursing someone. 

	 

	Let me give you an example of that: I had met a pastor in Northern California, who had a wonderful, godly homeschooling family. When they were young Christians, on fire for Jesus and sharing the gospel, some witches moved into a house next door. And when those witches found out this family next to them were Christians, the battle began. The father related to me that he thought the witches were probably cursing and hexing him and his family. He mentioned some freaky stuff that happened. At least one aspect of his story I can verify because I was around them and their house enough to know their household was very clean and orderly. These people were not trashy, dirty folks. But despite that, suddenly overnight they had a huge influx of cockroaches like you would not believe, a massive infestation. He firmly believes it was from the witches casting their hexes to mess with his family of Christians. But as Christians, do we need to be afraid of witches putting curses on us? No! Through Christians calling upon Jesus’ name, that sort of evil cannot stand. Here is more about the Old Hag:

	 

	“A hag or ‘the Old Hag,’ was a nightmare spirit… The Old Hag sat on a sleeper’s chest and sent nightmares to him or her. When the subject awoke, he or she would be unable to breathe or even move for a short period of time... The state is now called sleep paralysis, but in the occult, the subject had been ‘hagridden.’ It is still frequently discussed as if it were a paranormal state.”

	 

	So, some people say certain sleep paralysis episodes are just physical, but these sorts of issues can also happen with occult practices. In Slavic folklore, the hag was called, “Baba Yaga,” not to be confused with “Baby Yoda.” Now you’re going to think I made this up, but apparently the Slavic witch had a forest home that was made of chicken legs. Once again, even besides my daughter’s excellent work on our Crone-family genealogy, which proves we come from royalty instead of witches, you know by now that this Crone is having nothing to do with chicken-legged houses, or chicken at all for that matter. But chicken is prominent with witches, so I rest my case against the bird that is called, “foul,” for a reason. 

	 

	“Baba Yaga would often ride through the forest…sweeping away any of her tracks with a broom.” 

	 

	Wait until we get to what witches use their brooms for and what they talk about when flying through the sky. Of course, it’s not real flying; instead, they are high on hallucinogens, which we’ll get into more. The hag is also a creature portrayed in the Harry Potter series. But we all know that’s just innocent entertainment for children, right? There is no witchcraft in those books, right? Yeah, whatever. That is not true, and we’ll have a lot to look at on that later as well. 

	 

	The next witch I want to mention is the Italian “Befana,” and this version of a witch is going to blow your mind on some of these aspects of this witch depicted here in doll form as an old woman with her broom:

	 

	Now, listen to all her similarities to Saint Nicholas, or “Satan” Claus--I mean, Santa Claus. And then, though people want to try cleaning his story up, tell me there is no background occult aspect to Satan Claus:

	 

	“Befana delivers gifts to children… Some suggest that Befana is descended from the Sabine/Roman goddess named Strenia.”

	 

	Why does that sound familiar? Because the Roman witch, Strenia, would supposedly make people strong, which is where we get the word “strenuous.” 

	 

	“Befana visits all the children of Italy, to fill their socks with candy and presents if they are good, or a lump of coal or dark candy if they are bad.  Being a good housekeeper, many say she will sweep the floor before she leaves. To some, the sweeping meant the sweeping away of the problems of the year. The child’s family typically leaves a small glass of wine and a plate with a few morsels of food.”

	 

	So, she is the female witch version of Satan Claus, who has been cleaned up today, but is still straight out of the occult. 

	 

	“Befana is usually portrayed as a hag riding a broomstick through the air wearing a black shawl and is covered in soot because she enters the children’s houses through the chimney. She is often smiling and carries a bag filled with candy, gifts, or both.”

	 

	That is just more similarities to Satan Claus; all straight out of witchcraft. And lest you think that is stretching it, recently in 2018, Italians and Spaniards together came out with a Christmas fantasy film featuring Befana. It is called, The Legend of the Christmas Witch, and features a 500-year-old Befana, who is also a schoolteacher by day.

	 

	Another popular type of “witch,” is the “Sea Witch.” Who do we know that glamorizes that one too? You got it, Disney! 

	 

	“Sea witches are...portrayed as women with power regarding the sea, the weather, and other aspects of seafaring life. Sea witches have been featured in European folklore for centuries. Traditionally, sea witches were witches who appeared among sailors or others involved in seafaring trade. A sea witch may be presented as a magical or fairy creature such as a mermaid or selkie.”

	 

	You may ask, “What is a selkie?” A selkie was a seal-like creature that assumes human form. So, it, or she, could appear as a human-looking, seal-like creature, a fairy or a mermaid. Mermaids are also big in the occult and again, something portrayed by Disney stories of the sea, like The Little Mermaid with its mermaid and sea witch. 

	 

	“Their powers ranged from controlling the winds and weather, or the ability to influence the catches of the fishermen, to complete power over the sea, the tides, and the moon.”

	
      But here are some things you can apparently do to upset a sea witch:

	 

	“Offending a sea witch by means of refusing to pay for her services, insulting her looks, or refusing to acknowledge her powers, could end in disaster, as the ‘sea witch’ might choose to destroy an entire ship. In addition to their powers over the water, ‘sea witches’ were said to control the wind and weather. A common feature of many tales was a rope tied into three knots, which witches often sold to sailors to aid them on a voyage.” 

	 

	So, when superstitious sailors thought they needed protection, they paid for the witch’s services. Unfortunately, many people today still seek out witches and the occult for help. But here are what sailors did with those three knots, because the last thing you wanted to happen to one of those old sailing ships, (or even a modern-day sailboat), was to be stuck with no wind: 

	 

	“Pulling the first knot could yield a gentle, southeasterly wind, while pulling two could generate a strong northerly wind, but the third would unleash a hurricane.” 

	 

	So, that third one was like the shiny red button you do not want to push.  

	 

	“The term ‘sea witch’ may be applied to a practitioner of Paganism or Wicca who often uses water when casting spells.” 

	 

	That practice continues today with witches using water and mirrors as reflective surfaces to aid their practice. 

	 

	“In the occult usage, the terms ‘sea witch’ and ‘water witch’ may be used interchangeably...” 

	 

	And again, who are the most popular organizations promoting this stuff today? It has been Disney with stories like The Little Mermaid, that has the “sea witch,” Ursula, as the antagonist. Also, the character of Tia Dalma, in The Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End, was technically a “sea witch.” And for those of you hooked on video games, in Warcraft III: The Frozen Throne, a “sea witch” is actually the hero.  

	 

	Now, let me speed it up by throwing out random modern-day witches from all over the world. I don’t think we realize how extensive this rabbit hole is. 

	 

	The first modern witch is called a Gardnerian Witch, with followers being part of Gardnerian Wicca. When we get into Wicca, you’ll see there are the devotees split into different branches of practices. Another modern witch is called the Alexandrian Witch, with followers incorporating ceremonial magic from Jewish Kabbalah, which we talked about in our study on Judaism. The Alexandrian witches combine a Jewish form of mysticism and the occult. Then you have what’s called the Solitary Witch, who performs spell work and rituals by themselves without a coven (group of witches). They either have no group by choice or just have not found any other witches to team up with yet.

	 

	Another is the Eclectic Witch, who pulls together witchcraft practices from a variety of different occult witchcraft cultures and traditions, spell work, and rituals. From my experience in the New Age movement, before being saved, that certainly sounds like a New Age version of witchcraft. As was outlined in our study, New Age & The Last Days Deception, those involved with New Age are in the driver’s seat of man-made beliefs. Devotees are told they can pick from whatever religion they want, just making it up as they go. It is the cafeteria plan of belief systems. A follower can maybe grab a little Buddhism sprinkled with Hindu practices, and then add a solid helping of psychology, followed by dashes of self-help and even Christianity. Of course, the Christian part can’t be anything that would convict a person of their unbiblical beliefs, but this similar philosophy to New Age, is what witchcraft is doing with their Eclectic witches, who draw from many aspects of witchcraft, making it up as they go. 

	 

	That is the polar opposite of what a Traditional Witch does, relying on old records contained in what are called, “grimoires,” or books of spells with various witch lores and historical accounts. Then there’s a Hereditary Witch, who is unfortunately born into witchcraft, with that knowledge having been passed down through the family generations. A Hedge Witch is one who works in “liminal spaces,” with that term meaning the supposed “waiting area between one point of time and space and the next.” It’s supposedly that area between our human realm and the spirit realm. The Hedge Witch is somebody who travels between both worlds. 

	 

	And the reason for those witches’ name is because hedges have long been used to mark property boundaries, as we see extensively today. During a recent trip to Europe, filming our documentary, The Rapture: Don’t Be Deceived, we witnessed the huge number of hedges still there now. Where we use fences, they often employ hedges instead.

	 

	Believe it or not, another modern witch is the Kitchen Witch, who enjoys making their home surroundings a so-called sacred space and incorporates their witchcraft with their cooking. Can you guess what they are cooking? I haven’t been able to verify it yet, but I’m pretty sure it’s chicken. Kitchen witches focus on food and normally have an herb and vegetable garden, as they get back to nature. Speaking of getting back to nature, there is also the Green Witch, which might as well be called the Environmental Witch. 

	 

	“Green Witches are extremely nature based. They are likely to be in-tune with the seasons and often use nature materials to create their own magical tools. They most likely try to perform all their spell work and rituals outside in nature when possible.”

	 

	If you think that the environmental movement is not another smokescreen to pull people into witchcraft and the occult, you are dreaming. When you do the research, just like feminism is pulling ladies into old Hag and old-crone witchcraft, the environmental movement is worshiping nature, exactly like the practices of witchcraft. Here is a video transcript about that, which you can find online to really see how ludicrous their behavior is:

	 

	Below the forest trees, a group of men and women sit in a circle with some of them weeping.

	 

	Narrator: “Deep in the woods of North Carolina, an extremist eco group called, Earth First, bewails the violation of American nature.” 

	 

	A woman sitting in the middle of the circle yells to the trees while sobbing: 

	 

	“I want to mourn the loss of all the old-growth trees I’ve seen. And tell them that we love them. And that we do not want them to die. That we are some people who do care. So, I want you to know that, trees. That we care.” 

	 

	Syndee L’ome Grace from Earth First: “I think we are deeply hurting in America. I think we are deeply craving answers. I think that we have lost our identity as we have evolved into technology and into an industrialized society. Bring me to this cathedral. Bring me to those guys, the trees. Bring me to this rock that has the most incredible life. That makes me feel alive.” 

	 

	Last time I checked; rocks are not alive. But what they are doing is worshiping nature, which is an aspect of witchcraft. They are speaking to the spirits of the trees. And by the way, that practice is a violation of Romans 1. They are worshiping created things instead of the Creator. That really is at the heart of witchcraft and the occult. Romans 1 also says that is why the wrath of God is being revealed from Heaven. 

	 

	The final type of witch that I want to mention is the Cosmic Witch. Here is what they do, on top of their other witch practices: 

	 

	“The Cosmic Witch incorporates astrology and astronomy into their witchcraft. They most likely closely follow the alignment of the planets and will often coordinate their spells and rituals based on the location of the planets and the moon.” 

	 

	The last aspect of witches that I want to deal with is their location, which is all over the world. Here are a couple of examples from Africa and here in America, including the reason we call dusk the “witching hour”: 

	 

	“Witches are typically seen as particularly active after dusk, when law-abiding mortals are asleep. According to traditional Navajo belief, when a witch travels at night, he wears the skin of a dead animal in order to effect a transformation into that animal. These ‘skinwalkers’ hold nighttime meetings at which they wear nothing except a mask, sit among baskets of corpses, and have intercourse with dead women. In some African cultures, witches are believed to assemble in cannibal covens, often at graveyards or around a fire, to feast on the blood that they, like vampires, extract from their victims. Like those in Western society suspected of child abuse and satanism, African witches in the popular imagination are believed to practice incest and other perversions.” 

	 

	And they even commit murders. So, witchcraft is in high gear in third-world countries and has never stopped, though you will not see that mentioned on the news. And here in America, American Indian Shamanism, just another form of witchcraft, is being greatly glamorized by Hollywood. In fact, the ‘skinwalker’ thing has become more well known in our culture because of a new show from the History Channel: Skinwalker Ranch. On that program, people are trying to find out what the skinwalkers are. But you don’t want to mess with that stuff because it’s straight out of occult witchcraft in the American Indian culture. Here is a video transcript that exposes what is still going today with the widespread practice of witchcraft: 

	 

	“Does sorcery exist in modern day? Here are the facts: belief in witchcraft predates the written word. Before early human beings learned to keep written records, they routinely paid tribute to gods for help with crops, weather, illness, hunting efforts, and more. This notion of divine intercession, that other worldly entities, be they rain gods or demons, could alter the otherwise natural course of the universe, is one of the most common supernatural beliefs

	 

	Today, both the definition and origin of witchcraft are difficult to pin down. It is an umbrella term and has been used to describe a wide range of unique, supernatural, and spiritual beliefs around the world. And to most in the modern age, witchcraft is an archaic thing; a relic of a time before modern science when people cowered in the face of an inexplicable and terrifying world. But is it real? And has the world really said goodbye to witchcraft? 

	 

	Here is where it gets crazy: absolutely not. In countries across the planet, sorcery and witchcraft are still a source of public disorder, vigorous debate, trials, executions, horrendous crimes, and more. Let’s begin with the more lighthearted stuff such as the recent law in Swaziland banning witches from flying above 150 meters on a broomstick. If caught, the witches would be required to pay a hefty fine. While this may sound amusing, it’s only a small part of a much larger and much more frightening phenomenon. In countries like Angola, Nigeria, Gambia, and Malawi, even children have been accused of witchcraft. Local, religious, or spiritual authorities will exorcise these children, often orphans, by imprisoning, beating, or starving them. 

	 

	This practice is not strictly limited to these countries either. In 2010, a 15-year-old boy named Kristy Bamu was murdered in the UK, allegedly for being a witch. Albinos in Tanzania and neighboring countries have a particularly dangerous time, as some practicing sorcerers believe that an albino’s body parts have great potency as magic charms. As a result, albinos of all ages have been viciously attacked or murdered. And in the case of murder, Uganda particularly stands out. For years, reports of ritualized human sacrifice spread, eventually getting the attention of international peacekeepers. These violent acts are not restricted to the African continent. 

	 

	While ritualized killings pop up around the world, the work of isolated serial killers and other madmen, and other entire communities band together to take revenge on people that they perceived to be witches or sorcerers. As recently as 2013, residents of Papua New Guinea conducted witch hunts, notably torturing and beheading a teacher named Helen Rumbali. This is only one of hundreds of witchcraft cases recorded by the U.N. in this country. Papua New Guinea’s Sorcery Act allowed for a belief in witchcraft to be used as a partial, legal defense for killing someone suspected of black magic, until it was recently repealed. 

	 

	Following the spike in violence against those accused of witchcraft, most outside observers find an underlying mundane cause for these violent accusations and this pervasive belief in sorcery. Could there really be something to these accusations? Is it possible that amid reports of madness, persecution, and crime, there really is some supernatural element, something the world’s media doesn’t want you to know?” 

	 

	Yes, they do not want us to understand that witchcraft is real and is still practiced today. It helps that most people don’t want to believe it. And I think part of the media’s smoke screen is to make fun of witchcraft, turning it into cartoons and other light-hearted fiction. They will say it’s only a movie and not something going on in our societies today. But that’s not true because witchcraft is seriously practiced, with deadly results, all over the world. In fact, many African cultures believe witches are causing all manner of diseases, disasters, sickness, and even death. Asia also has its share of witchcraft. 

	 

	“In many parts of Africa and Asia, epidemics and natural disasters have been interpreted as acts of witchcraft. Members of certain Afro-Brazilian cults, for example, believe that even job loss is due to witches.” 

	 

	Without concrete evidence, people can just decide that some witch must have secretly hexed them, so then that supposed victim will hire another witch to try getting the hex off of themselves and maybe even ask for a hex to be put on the other guy. But again, none of that is going to work; just like chicken is always chicken, no matter whether it’s boiled, baked, or fried. Only a Christian calling on the authority of Jesus is true defense against the powers of darkness. Africans and Asians today firmly believe in witchcraft, making them a “patient” of people like witchdoctors. 

	 

	“To protect against witchcraft, the patient might wear amulets, take ‘medicine’ or bathe in it or practice divination. Similarly, the Navajo Indians protect themselves against witches with ‘gall medicine’ or with sand paintings.” 

	 

	And that leads us to the different types of protection that witches and those who believe in their power, will rely on. But again, keep in mind that the only true protection is Jesus Christ. If you don’t want these sorts of critters always at your door, then certainly don’t mess with the occult and witchcraft. And if you are not saved, you need to get saved right now! For those of us who are already Christians, we should not be flirting with any of these occult practices. But in the next chapter we are going to take a look at cultures around the world that, unfortunately, don’t listen to God. They not only engage in witchcraft, but they do not want to listen to God about how to have protection from it. Again, the greatest protection is getting saved. It is by the name of Jesus Christ that men are saved, and also by His name that demons obey, cower, and flee. 

	 

	But these witches around the world do not rely on that. Instead, they resort to man-made occult techniques for so-called protection. We will see how part of the Asia culture writes on pieces of paper, (calligraphy), for protection. It does not work. And the Arabic community’s Nazar Amulet, that they think will ward off the evil eye. And when we visited Jerusalem in 2018, every knickknack patty-whack tourist shop was selling the decorated and superstitious “Hand of Miriam” trinkets that some Jewish people believe will protect them from evil spirits.

	 

	Those kinds of beliefs are sad and unfortunate, demonstrating how much people believe witchcraft is going on today. But instead of getting saved, they make mistake number two, by trying to fight witchcraft with witchcraft. We will get into that, next.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Two

	————————————

	The Protection

	from Witchcraft

	 

	 

	 

	 

	

 

	 

	 

	By way of recap, to help us remember the information better. We’ve already seen that the definition of witchcraft is “Wicca,” and “craft,” making it the “craft of witches.” Wicca is only a slight variance in spelling from its definition, which is “witch.” So, do not let anyone tell you Wicca is not witchcraft because the very name means, “witch.” We saw a large number of witch legends from all over the world like the Old Crone that has no relation to my wife or daughter, so don’t go there. Another witch type is the Black Annis. Disney is big into witchcraft with witches like the Fairy Godmother (that they cleaned up to sell her better), and also the Evil Queen with her mirror, mirror on the wall, demonstrating that mirrors are part of occult practices. Other witches are the Old Hag; the Italian Befana, which my wife rightly pointed out as looking like Disney fairies; and the Sea Witch that is also highlighted by Disney. We also saw many types of modern witches that supposedly use different forms of magic like black, white or green. However, it is all the same witchcraft and all evil; similar to chicken whether it is baked, boiled, or fried. 

	 

	We learned that witches practice all over the world today, so it’s not some back-alley belief. We saw that witches put hexes and curses on people but, as Christians, we have no need to be freaked out about it and be afraid. When it comes to protection against the occult, let alone witchcraft, we only need to do it God’s way. Unfortunately though, the world rejects that. Instead, they attempt to fight witchcraft with witchcraft, which is not going to work. 

	 

	But let’s take a look at how to protect ourselves God’s way when dealing with the occult. These first verses addressing that idea are Mark 9:14-27, which gives us one of the multitudes of Bible passages where we see Jesus dealing with demonic possession. Hey, but it’s a good thing that doesn’t happen today, right? Yes, that was sarcasm because even today, if people get involved in the occult, demon possession is still exactly what is going to happen to them. 

	 

	“When Jesus and some of his disciples came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around the other disciples, and the teachers of the law were arguing with them. And as soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to meet him. ‘What are you arguing with them about?’ Jesus asked. A man in the crowd answered, ‘Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him on the ground; he foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. And I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.’ Jesus replied, ‘You unbelieving generation.’” 

	 

	Isn’t that exactly like the world we’re living in today; even including the Church? Talk about an unbelieving generation; today we do not believe what we’re reading right now, about how actual demonic possession exists. But it is our reality even today, and on a scale greater than anyone can imagine. Oftentimes people become demonically possessed when they get involved with the occult. I have been there, done that, and wish I hadn’t bought that T-shirt. Another way to risk becoming demonically possessed is through drug use. Now, let’s get back to Scripture: 

	“‘You unbelieving generation,’ Jesus replied, ‘How long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.’ So, they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s father, ‘How long has he been like this?’ ‘From childhood,’ he answered. ‘It has often thrown him into the fire or water to kill him.’” 

	 

	Now, why would the demon try to kill that boy? Well, demons work with Satan, who’s also a fallen angel and Jesus tells (John 8) that Satan is not only a liar and the father of all lies, but also a murderer, which he has been from the beginning. So, it is not a surprise at all that a demon would want to kill its host. When I was involved with the occult, I was probably not just oppressed, but most likely multiply possessed from asking these entities to come inside me in hopes of receiving power. So, they obliged, setting up shop and commencing to drive me insane as their way of killing me. The goal of satan and his demons is to trick each of us into staying away from Jesus, which is the only way for us to get to Heaven, as long as needed for us to take our last breath and end up in hell. And by the way, the types of distractions they throw at us can include getting involved in the occult. Anything is fine with them just as long as you don’t go down that Jesus route; as long as you don’t turn to Jesus on the cross, trusting in His work alone and asking Him to forgive your sins. Why do you think the ecumenical movement (the push for a one world religion) allows all beliefs except the Biblical reality of confessing that Jesus is the ONLY way?

	 

	Again, demons want your death before you are able to get saved. And one way they can kill you is with your involvement in the occult, which often leads to a shorter life. People who get entangled with the occult and drug use often commit suicide. Where do you suppose that kind of depression comes from? It’s not from the Spirit of God! Who is probably putting that sort of suicidal idea in people’s heads? Why are these demons so bent on killing people? Again, if a person is tricked into pulling the trigger before getting saved, they go to hell. So, that’s a demon’s modus operandi. Now, let’s get back to Mark 9 with the demon-possessed boy’s father speaking, and then Jesus’ (God in the flesh) incredulous response that sounds something like, “Do you understand Who you’re talking with, bro?”:

	 

	“‘But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.’ ‘If you can?’ said Jesus. ‘Everything is possible for him who believes.’ Immediately the boy’s father explained, ‘I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief.’ When Jesus saw that the crowd was running to the scene, He rebuked the evil spirit (demon). ‘You deaf and mute spirit,’ He said, ‘I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.’ The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, ‘He’s dead.’ But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.” 

	 

	So, when the occult comes your way and you’re actually experiencing a demonic entity’s oppression, or when you know a non-Christian who’s being possessed by a demon, what do you do? What is the sure-fire answer always? First, if you are not saved, you need to become a Christian by getting saved. Like all Christians, at that point you will become indwelled by the Holy Spirit of God. And the Holy Spirit will not be scooching over to make room for a demon. Demons have to leave immediately. Actually, I know personally because I was liberated from demons through Christ. Praise God, I got the t-shirt that was put on me by Christ when I called on His name. And if you are already a Christian, what do you do? You deal with that demon in the name and the authority of Jesus because that is what Scripture repeatedly teaches. Acts 4:12 says this: 

	 

	“There is no other name under Heaven by which men might be saved.” 

	 

	Scripture says there is no other name under Heaven than Jesus Christ, from which demons must cower, obey, and flee. That is how we Christians are to deal with demons. But the world does not do that. Instead, they have all their gimmickry to fight the occult with the occult, and it doesn’t work. Now, people might understand there are demons, and that non-Christians can be demon possessed. They may even know that we deal with the issue in the name and authority of Jesus. But what about those who threaten to curse and hex us? Should we Christians be afraid of coercion by witches? No, not at all! In fact, that will not ever happen because God is not going to allow it, and we see that in Proverbs 26:2: 

	 

	“Like a fluttering sparrow or a darting swallow, an undeserved curse does not come to rest.” 

	 

	It is saying curses have no effect on Christians because God does not allow his children to be cursed. Why? God is God. He’s the big One. He is the Big Cheese. Nobody is more powerful than God and if we belong to Him, who can possibly overpower the Creator of the universe? Is God really going to use some lame excuse like, He tried to protect us, but that crafty little witch and his nifty evil techniques just got the better of God? It is ridiculous, right? God is not going to allow that. 

	 

	“No one has the power to curse one whom God has decided to bless.” 

	 

	That doesn’t mean demons won’t try to mess with Christians. I have shared some stories with you about that. But God is the one who is always sovereign so you don’t need to worry, and Scripture even tells us that God will take the curse and turn it into a blessing. So, we only need to read the Bible. Who is in charge? We Christians should never be worried even though witches might engage in this type of oppression. We should have no concerns about that. Now, if you are not a Christian, you are in a heap of trouble. They will mess with you all day long and you’re helpless to deal with it if you’d don’t have Jesus. I shared the story with you about a Christian family that suddenly got infested by cockroaches by what they suspected was the witch family next door. But were they freaking out with no idea of what in the world to do? No, they just dealt with it in the name and authority of Jesus Christ. 

	 

	In fact, the Bible always negatively describes spells. We will get more into this later, but here are a couple quick verses where God condemns witch spells (Deuteronomy 18:10-12 and then Micah 5:12): 

	“Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist, or who consults the dead, necromancy. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord.” 

	 

	“I will destroy your witchcraft and you will no longer cast spells.” 

	 

	Now, that is a warning from God. If you are flirting with witchcraft, you’re on the wrong side of the tracks! God is all powerful, he makes it very clear that he considers this stuff detestable, and he will destroy it. In fact, Revelation 18-20 describes spell’s as a part of the deception that will be used by the Antichrist, after which God utterly destroys satan, the Antichrist, and all who follow them. Second Corinthians 5:17 says this: 

	 

	“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away. Behold, the new has come!” 

	 

	The Christian has been born again through Jesus Christ and being that new creation, we’re not like our old self, who belonged to the enemy. We now belong to Jesus Christ. And Romans 8 tells us we are under the constant presence of the Holy Spirit who lives within us; we are under God’s protection. What can possibly separate us from the love of God? Nothing! Here is Romans 8:38: 

	 

	“Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow–not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.” 

	 

	Yet, even in the Church, there are false teachings that literally come from the pit of hell and are propagated by the charismatic community, claiming we Christians can still be possessed by demons. But as we talked extensively about this in our Spiritual Warfare study, when all Christians become indwelled with the Holy Spirit, we become God’s temple (1 Corinthians 3:16). Do you really think the Spirit of God is going to take a demon roommate? That is an insane notion. And not only that; Jesus also said that those who come to Him will have God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, all make their home in us. They will not allow any demon to drop in. The idea is ridiculous. So, again, that is one of the many benefits of being a Christian: We are not only rescued from hell, but we no longer have to worry about anything demonic. And that is what this is saying: 

	 

	“We do not need to worry about anyone casting any sort of pagan spell on us. Voodoo, witchcraft, hexes, and curses have no power over us because they come from satan, and we know, ‘the One, Christ, who is in you is greater than the one, satan, who is in the world (1 John 4:4). God has overcome him, and we have been freed to worship God without fear (John 8:36).”

	 

	“God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7).” 

	 

	We don’t wake up every day wondering what the enemy is up to and hoping a witch doesn’t cast a spell on us. Whatever happens of a spiritual nature each day, we just deal with it in the authority of Christ and move on. Knowing that, I get up every day with the thought that I only want to know what Jesus has called me to do this day. What’s His will for this life today? It might be my last day, so what would He want me to do? Those are my thoughts because we are not given a spirit of fear. The first verse of Psalm 29 says this: 

	 

	“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall, I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” 

	 

	Now, I want to share a testimony from an actual witch, who learned the lesson of God’s sovereignty the hard way. He found our God is in control. He came to understand his witchcraft hexes and curses could only do that which the Lord, the One Supreme Being, will allow. He found out he could do nothing without having to confront God. Here is the transcript of a video, in which one “witch” testified to the power of God over evil: 

	 

	“On my father’s side, it was all witches and warlocks. We lived on witchcraft; we had a contract right with the devil himself. I remember when I was younger, 8 or 9 years old, I saw my father go into his room to worship the devil. I could see the presence of the devil come into that room. And my father was worshiping and speaking in demonic tongues.” 

	 

	That last sentence is interesting because we just finished our year-long study we call, Charismatic Chaos, which goes into the charismatic faction in the Church and how they too speak in tongues. But it is not the biblical tongues we see in Acts 2. Instead, charismatics, just like this guy’s father, talks gibberish when they supposedly speak in tongues. But gibberish languages are something practiced in the occult. Here is more from the witch and keep in mind that the water is about having that reflective surface used in witchcraft: 

	 

	“My father was worshiping and speaking in demonic tongues. We would worship and put flowers and candles and water out from 7:00 at night until 5:00 in the morning. I was going to a demonic church. I was going to a witchcraft church. I was being trained to be a warlock. I was being trained with witches who were in the religion for 30 years, 40 years, 50 years. It was training me to know how to speak to principalities, spirits in the ground, and the devil himself. You could not speak to the devil right away. You had to earn your right to speak to the devil. The first mass killing they did in my neighborhood was at this house right here. The husband stabbed a lady 52 times and cut her ears off. Me and my brothers would hang out with their daughter. The daughters found their mother cut to pieces here. 

	 

	By the age of 13 years old, I was astral projecting my body. I would leave my body at home and go curse the neighborhood; put the spirit of prostitution, the spirit of drugs, onto the neighborhood. I would put the homosexuality spirits here, demonic spirits here, a spirit of murder and the spirit of suicide. I knew how to channel all these spirits in a neighborhood. At the age of 15 or 16, I was going into hospitals to put death in the ICU; death in one room so this person could die, because I wanted to be the biggest devil worshiper, “witch,” in New York City. 

	 

	If I told you I was going to kill you in 30 days, you would prepare for your funeral, you were going to die in 30 days. I don’t care who you were. I don’t care who you knew. I don’t care what religion you call yourself, even Catholic.” 

	 

	It’s interesting that he mentions Catholicism. As we saw in our study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion, unfortunately, they don’t teach or believe what the Bible tells us about salvation only being available through those who accept it by Jesus’ work on the cross—alone. Contrary to that, Catholicism claims we all need to keep the sacraments in order for us to earn favor with God. But that is not what the Bible tell us about how to get to Heaven. And the way to salvation is something you do not want to get wrong. 

	 

	Getting back to what happened for this ex-witch, his opportunity to learn the powerful lesson about how God wins, came when a lady who lived below him asked if he would kill another woman for $10,000. Because she had been a good neighbor, he said he would do it for only $7,000. And he added that he would not even need to leave his house. The witch goes on with the rest of the story:

	 

	“When the lady was going to leave my house, she said, ‘By the way, the lady’s a Christian.’ I said, ‘I’ll kill her for free. I do not need the money. I’m going to teach these Christians a lesson they’re gonna learn. I’ll kill her for free.’  So, I did the voodoo thing. I did the witchcraft thing. And 21 days went by and the lady didn’t die. A month went by; the lady didn’t die. And I was like, wow - what’s going on; I mean, my reputations on the line. So, I called the devil, I called the demons that were assigned, and I increased the witchcraft. I doubled the witchcraft on her, so she would die, like, overnight. Nothing was going on. I was home at night and the devil shows up; the presence of the devil comes into my house. He tells me, ‘We have to abort the plan on the lady you want to kill.’ And I said, ‘Why would we want to abort the plan? My reputation is on the line. I’m a witch; I’m a warlock. If I don’t kill the lady, people won’t think that I have any powers.’ The devil says, ‘You don’t understand. The God that she serves said don’t. Leave her alone.’”

	 

	What he learned was 1 John 4:4: “Greater is He that is in me than He that is in this world.” 

	 

	So, even with guys like that out there, we Christians do not need to walk around in fear. Do you think that lady, who the witch was trying to kill, had any idea that an actual witch, or warlock, was not only cursing her, but outright trying to end her life through witchcraft? Praise God: she was probably oblivious to anything happening against her. But God saw it and took care of her (the witches target). As Christians, we don’t have to worry about this stuff. That is the good news about being a Christian. We do not need to worry about protection. We just handle it God’s way. And as God’s child, we do not have to pay attention to curses because the Father has our back. 

	 

	And this brings us back to the charismatic community that is a part of the Christian Church today. Charismatics not only warn about curses, they even claim there are such things as “generational curses.” If we don’t participate in their charismatic techniques to get rid of demons that are inside us, (which is a heresy), or demons that are influencing us, that is why we supposedly have all these problems from our terrible generational curse that is possibly upon us. And they will blame it on anything to convince us. In fact, here is what the charismatic community feels are signs that a generational curse has been put on a person: 

	 

	“A few of the indications that Christians live under curses, according to some in the charismatic community, are mental and emotional breakdowns, chronic illnesses, miscarriages, marriage and family problems, financial difficulties, headaches or even being clumsy and accident prone.”

	 

	An unfortunate and continuing theme from the charismatic community is that they constantly take Biblical passages out of context, twisting them to fit whatever they’d like the Bible to say. And a big part of that is taking Old Testament passages, that have nothing to do with the Church, because they deal with Israel, and then try to make it apply to us Christians. That is what they do with these generational curses. Let’s take a look at that with this helpful analysis: 

	 

	“What does the Bible say about breaking generational curses? The Bible mentions generational curses in several places (Exodus 20:5; 34:7, Numbers 14:18 and Deuteronomy 5:9). God warns that he is ‘a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me (Deuteronomy 5:9).’ It sounds unfair for God to punish children for the sins of their fathers. However, there is more to it than that. 

	 

	The effects of sin are naturally passed down from one generation to the next. When a father has a sinful lifestyle, his children are likely to practice that same sinful lifestyle. Implied in the warning of Exodus 20:5, is the fact that the ‘children will choose to repeat the sins of their fathers.’ A Jewish Targum specifies that this passage refers to ‘ungodly fathers’ and ‘rebellious children.’ So, it is not unjust for God to send punishment to the third and fourth generation–those generations are committing the same sins their ancestors did. 

	 

	There is a trend in the Church today to try to blame every sin and problem on some sort of generational curse. This is not Biblical. God’s warning to visit iniquity on future generations is part of the Old Testament law. A generational curse was a consequence for a specific nation, Israel, for a specific sin, idolatry. The history books of the Old Testament, especially Judges, contain the record of this divine punishment meted out. The cure for a generational curse has always been repentance. When Israel turned from idols to serve the living God, ‘the curse was broken’ and God saved them (Judges 3:9,15; 1 Samuel 12:10-11). Yes, God promised to visit Israel’s sin upon the third and fourth generations, but in the very next verse, he promised that he would show ‘love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments (Exodus 20:6).’

	 

	In other words, God’s grace lasts a thousand times longer than His wrath. For the Christian who is worried about a generational curse, the answer is salvation through Jesus Christ. A Christian is a new creation. How can a child of God still be under God’s curse? The cure for a generational curse is repentance of the sin in question, faith in Christ, and a life consecrated to the Lord.”

	 

	So, the Biblical generational curse was to deal with Old Testament Israelites and not the Church; on top of the fact that, as a Christian, any sort of generational curse would be wiped out anyway. As far as the idea of a generational curse on unsaved people, there is some sort of common-sense practicality going on there: If your parents are the sinful types, children often follow their mother and father’s example. In that case, is God being unjust? No. The children would be repeating the same sort of sinful life and then also be held accountable. But again, the good news is that no matter who you are, what you’ve done, or what your parents were into, the moment you get saved, God blesses you. 

	 

	And I think it’s sad, sick, and unfortunate that the charismatic community is getting folks in the Church to believe we Christians have not been freed from these things through Jesus Christ. When God says salvation makes us a new creation, that is exactly what it means. We are not bound by anything from the past, whether it be some ancestor or even a personal past; we are a brand-new creature in Christ. So, how dare charismatics put that on folks? The truth is that they want us to think we are still slaves to something like that because it creates a need of their secret techniques that we talked about in our Charismatic Chaos study. We don’t have time to get into all that but suffice it to say, their solutions are as off base as their ability to read the Bible. And their techniques include ridiculous crass exercises, like “barfing out the demon,” or even attempting to pass one with your intestinal gas. I wish I were making that last one up; it is bizarre, unbiblical, and sad. And these ridiculous practices get Christians sidetracked from realizing the freedom we have in Christ; that he has not only set us free from sin, but also from demons, the enemy, guilt, and lots more. We are a brand-spanking-new creature.

	 

	So, the charismatic community is bad for teaching those false beliefs in the Church, and on top of that, the world also gets it totally wrong when it comes to people attempting to protect themselves from witchcraft, the occult, and things of that nature. We are going to take a look at a few of those techniques. As I am sure you already know, none of them work. The one we will focus mostly on is “amulets,” but we’ll also take a look at “good luck charms,” and “talismans.” The last one is something that can supposedly fight off evil and even give a person super-power. But those claims are also just a bunch of baloney. 

	 

	Now, it is true that evil is real, and witches do put curses and hexes on people. So, these methods are the world’s answer to that real threat. There are demonic effects and influences in this world and worldly people do not understand God’s simple way to deal with it, which is getting saved and then call on the name and authority of Jesus. But it is not what the world does because the enemy has them off on a detour. 

	 

	“An amulet, also known as a good luck charm, is an object believed to confer protection upon its possessor. The word “amulet” comes from the Latin word amuletum, which describes ‘an object that protects a person from trouble.’ Anything can function as an amulet; items commonly used include gems, statues, coins, drawings, plant parts, animal parts, and written words. Amulets are said to derive their extraordinary properties and powers from magic.”

	 

	So, they are using occult witchcraft to try fighting occult witchcraft, which is not going to work. It is just not going to happen because it’s obviously all paganism. 

	 

	“Talismans and charms may differ from amulets by having alleged magical powers other than protection.”

	 

	Let me give you some examples from around the world where these occult tools are still functioning in societies today. Just like people know there is still witchcraft all over the world, these sorts of amulets are used also. Unfortunately, those participating in these practices do not understand that fighting magic with magic is not going to work. This first one we want to look at is the Nazar Amulet: 

	 

	This popular amulet is worn to supposedly ward off the evil eye, which we have all come in contact with. Right, men? When you did not get your wife’s dish back in the right place, what did you get? And women, how about scheduling a dinner with friends on the night of your husband’s big game on television? Both resulted in the evil eye, right? But notice the eyeball hanging at the bottom of the amulet. It is there to protect against the evil eye. Believe it or not, this Nazar Amulet is still popular today in much of the Arabic countries and the evil eye is one of the most prominent ongoing superstitious beliefs around the world. It involves the concern that an occult person may have put an evil-eye curse on you. Here is the transcript of a video about what the evil eye is, and how people are attempting to deal with it: 

	 

	“We know what it means to give someone the evil eye. But in a lot of cultures, for a long time, all over the world, one of the most ubiquitous types of superstitions among all different types of religions, and all different types of people, is that the evil eye can cause actual harm. And the evil eye was said to happen in ancient Greek and Roman times when somebody got too much praise, too many accolades; more than they really deserved. And if you were getting more attention and more credit than you deserved, you were in danger of being stricken down by the evil eye of the gods. What this would look like would be madness, or disease, or some sort of ill will bestowed upon you. 

	 

	Almost everything that was unexplained, any kind of illness that they could not explain, was explained by the evil eye. It was greatly feared. It was not just the gods that could strike you with an evil eye, it was also believed that other people could strike you down with an evil eye. And women were known to have a more powerful evil eye than men. I can tell you my mother had one. But also, animals, certain animals like snakes, could also give you the evil eye. 

	 

	So how did you fight against it? The way to do that was to wear evil-eye jewelry. These were in the shape of an eye, or they could be blue concentric circles. Those are especially popular in Greece. Blue is supposed to be the best color to ward off the evil eye. The idea is, if you wear jewelry that has the evil eye, and somebody gives you the evil eye, it will be reflected back to them and you will be guarded. So, you will find evil-eye jewelry all over the world in antique jewelry, in estate jewelry and jewelry being made today. It is one of the most popular things to find in jewelry.”

	 

	And in a big way, it is still out there today. I’m telling you, all over the world, people still wear amulet jewelry to ward off this potential evil-eye threat from what they believe are the gods or some person trying to curse them. It is prominent in the Mediterranean, Asia, and even in the Jewish rabbinic literature, which we’ll take a look at in a minute. In fact, on a recent trip to Israel, we saw a lot of these being sold at all the gift shops. So, they are trying hard to get those in people’s hands. Here are other areas where the evil eye is common:

	 

	“Charms and decorations with eye-like symbols known as Nazars are a common sight across Cyprus, Greece, Portugal, Brazil, Israel, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Albania, Algeria, Tunisia, Lebanon, Turkey, Palestine, Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Bangladesh, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Nepal, Pakistan, parts of India, Morocco, southern Spain, parts of Mexico, Malta, Montenegro, Romania, Bulgaria, the Balkans, the Levant, Afghanistan, Syria, and Bahrain.”

	 

	And believe it or not, the evil eye is even found in Islam, based on Mohamed mentioning it. To me, that tells you where he is getting his information from. It is not from God. So, that is another clue, and you can find the rest of the important information about that faith in our study: Islam: Religion of War or Peace? And speaking of Arabic societies, some not only use the Nazar Amulet, they also flash a sign with their hands to try warding off the evil eye. The flash sign they make is their “Sign of the Horn.”

	 

	We see that used a lot today, even here in America. But where it originated was this idea that it can ward off the evil eye. Apparently, for those who cannot afford amulets, they can just use this hand sign.

	 

	“The sign of the horns is formed by extending the index and little fingers while holding the middle and ring fingers down with the thumb.”

	 

	So, believe or not, that sign is not just something used by rock bands in the United States. It is actually popular around the world. In fact, Hinduism uses it, which they call “Aparna yogic mudra.” Buddhism believes Buddha used this hand sign to get rid of demons and remove obstacles like sickness and negative thoughts, as well as warding off the evil eye. Another group that uses it is Wicca, who gives the sign of the horns during rituals invoking or representing their “Horned god”; also known as “Pan.” 

	 

	You may have seen this character with a goat’s head, horns, hooves, and then parts of a human body. Pan is said to induce a state of “panic” in its followers, which is where the word “panic” originated. Pan is what we see depicted in some artwork of Satan when he is shown with horns. So, Wicca uses this hand sign and, unfortunately, it is also used extensively in our music industry and with other entertainment. Here are a few examples: 

	 

	“On the cover of the Beatles’ Yellow Submarine album (1969), the cartoon of John Lennon’s right hand is making the sign above Paul McCartney’s head. The sign is also used in various Disney movies. It can be seen in the Disney movie, Bedknobs and Broomsticks, when a goat-legged figure with a jester’s cap, who is leading a procession of outlandish-looking figures, flashes the sign. Frank Zappa and Gene Simmons of the band KISS, and Marlon Brando makes the sign while singing ‘Luck Be a Lady’ in the 1955 film Guys and Dolls. In the 1985 film, The Breakfast Club, Richard ‘Dick’ Vernon is the grumpy vice principal of Shermer High School and the main antagonist of the film. One of his most famous lines is, ‘Don’t mess with the bull young man, you’ll get the horns,’ flashing the sign of the horns while rotating his wrist.”

	 

	A popular television show, The Simpson’s, also used it. But of course, we know the sign of the horns most prominently from the music industry’s heavy metal bands. Ronnie James Dio is credited with making it popular in the heavy metal industry, along with an example of how gangs like MS-13 use it.

	 

	The sign of the horns is also popular with universities and sports, such as the University of Texas that has their “Hook ‘em Horns.” But technically, throughout history, that was a sign seeking protection from the evil eye. And again, will that work? No. None of this stuff works as protection from evil. The only way to protect ourselves from the occult or anything else that could possibly come your way from evil, in the spiritual realm, is by reliance on the saving grace of Jesus Christ. But again, the enemy not only leads people away from Jesus, he does it to the point that they won’t even look to Christ when they know something in their life is going horribly wrong; even demonically wrong. Satan tricks people, causing them to stay in an illusion and away from the one thing that can actually work. 

	 

	Now, let me give you a couple of other Amulets, including the Roman Amber Amulet. Rome had many witchcraft amulets used to fight witchcraft. Their society was built on the backs of the Greek culture, which was into it as well. The reason the Romans had stone amulets was that they believed that their gods were represented by stones. As a Roman, if you wanted the protection of a particular god, you had to get an amulet made of that god’s stone. 

	 

	“For example, Jupiter is represented on milky chalcedony, Sol on heliotrope, Mars on red jasper, Ceres on green jasper, and Bacchus on amethyst. Amulets are worn to imbue the wearer with the associated powers of the gods rather than for any reasons of piety.”

	 

	The Asian cultures, including China and Japan, have a sort of written amulet that is a calligraphy style, which is like a prescription to ward off evil. 

	 

	“In China, Taoist experts called fulu developed a special style of calligraphy that they said would be able to protect against evil spirits. The equivalent type of amulet in Japan is called an ofuda.”

	 

	So, these Asian cultures will carry that calligraphy around with them or put it strategically in a room or above a door to supposedly protect against the spirits, which we know does not work. 

	 

	And, as we touched on earlier, believe it or not, the Jewish people also got into this type of practice. They would carry or wear these sorts of occult items or hang them upon or above the bed of an infirmed person. Sometimes they would even use them for medicinal treatments because they believed demons, or some person, put a hex or curse on them to cause their illness. They might also place an amulet in a bathtub with them. Judaism still has many practicing it today. A very prominent amulet for Jewish followers is called the “Hand of Miriam.” Again, on our recent visit to Israel, we saw these things all over the place in their gift shops. Typically, though, the ones we saw mostly had the hand hanging upside down. But if you do your research, you can see just about every Hand of Miriam has an eyeball. It is also known as the “Hand of God” and the “Hamsa” hand. They believe those things work against the evil eye, which is not true, and that these items can also bring the bearer happiness, luck, health, and good fortune. Again, they are all over the place in Israel. 

	 

	Now, believe it or not, some pseudo-Christian groups still get into amulet-type trinkets to supposedly ward off evil. Of course, one of those most prominent in those type of practices is Catholicism. Most of us have heard of Catholic “Holy Water,” which supposedly gets rid of our demons. 

	 

	Apparently, when dealing with an exorcism, if you do not have your holy water, the process is not going to work for you. But the key phrase there is all you really need to know, because either way, with or without that water, “It’s not going to work.” That’s not how we deal with demonic possession. Again, the only way is through the name and the authority of Jesus Christ. So, with all due respect, whether it’s a priest or even the Pope blessing that water, it’s still just bottled water with nothing holy about it. But that’s Catholic tradition. And by the way, you’ll be pleased to know that you can also get your holy water in a non-aerosol spray, so it doesn’t harm the environment. 

	 

	All of that kind of thinking and practicess are unfortunate to have in the Christian Church, because as a pastor, I’ve had to deal with this mentality so many times. Christians will tell me they need me to come over and bless their house. My answer usually goes something like this: “Okay, I can pray for you but are you a Christian?” When they say they are, I’ll add this: ‘Well, then why can’t you do it? If you are worried about spiritual warfare, why call me? I can help, and I’m not saying I won’t pray with you, but why call me?” He or she normally comes around to asking if they really have that kind of power? Of course, they do. I tell them to read their Bible, which tells us that any born-again Christian has the authority in the name and power of Jesus Christ to deal with spiritual warfare. Christians do not need to wait for the pastor to show up. 

	 

	But where does that mindset come from? Unfortunately, it’s Catholicism, where Catholics are taught that their hands are tied until that priest shows up to do his thing with his holy water. So, the follower must helplessly sit there and suffer as his or her loved one is apparently crawling on the ceiling or writhing on the bed. That’s not biblical even though the mindset is pervasive today because of Catholic practices like holy water, rosaries, scapulars (a long cloth with a head hole that is worn on the front and back), medals, and devotional religious Catholic paraphernalia, including figurines of the saints that are supposedly going to protect us. But hey, the last time I checked, those saints are dead. They cannot help, and the Bible is very clear on this in 2 Corinthians 5:8:

	 

	“To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.”

	 

	As a born-again Christian, at your death you go straight to heaven. And you are not coming back to honor someone’s figurine image of you by passing them some good luck or a great crop for their farm. Besides, who would want to come back? That said, we do return to earth at Jesus’ reign in the Millennial Kingdom, but that is not what we are talking about here. And unfortunately, for those not saved, where do they go? It is straight to hell. And they are not coming back either. So, praying to dead people is not going to work. In fact, what does the Bible say about the practice of contacting the dead, which is called necromancy? God says it is detestable, and He condemns it. Again, if we need protection and other power, our answer for that is always Jesus Christ, as Scripture is very clear about. But Catholicism resorts to their own religious pseudo-Christian gimmickry and even admits where they think the power of these items just mentioned, comes from: 

	 

	“Rosaries, scapulars, medals, and other devotional religious Catholic paraphernalia derive their power, not simply from the symbolism displayed in the object, but rather from the blessing of the Catholic Church.”

	 

	But they have no power and you do not fight fire with fire or the occult with the occult. That water is just water and all you are doing when using it on someone is getting them wet. If you want to get rid of spiritual warfare, you need to deal with it God’s way, which is through Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, this other crazy stuff that does not work still goes on today and is oftentimes glamorized by Hollywood. 

	 

	Now, let’s take a look at the “Good Luck Charm,” which can be an amulet or other items that supposedly bring luck. Like me, you probably spent some time in your youth trying to find one of those babies with the four leaves. And speaking of Catholicism, adherents of St. Patrick adopted the four-leaf clover and brought it from Europe to America. Many of us are familiar with “Lucky Charms,” the breakfast cereal with the leprechaun and his four-leaf clover. Of course, those of us who have eaten that have not been so lucky, because it probably rotted a lot of teeth out, with what I’m guessing is 110% sugar. But the four-leaf clover is a symbol of Irish luck and it is abundant on the hills in Ireland. And it can’t be a nine leaf, six leaf, or two leaf clover. It has to have four leaves and here is what is claimed in a poem made to explain this plant’s supposed powers for those who will carry it around: 

	 

	“One leaf is for fame, and one leaf is for wealth, and one leaf is for a faithful lover, and one to bring you glorious health, are all in the four-leaved clover.” 

	 

	Yeah, well, all you really have is a piece of dead plant. So, it won’t help. But that is still very popular today as people continue to rely on it. Now, if you did not fall for that one, you probably did for this one: the “Lucky Rabbit’s Foot.” 

	 

	Hey, you may even remember even being able to get those out of vending machines, right? And of course, the rabbit’s foot is just another amulet meant to supposedly ward off evil and give us luck. But there is no luck. And to me, “luck” sounds a bit too familiar; meaning the name might have some connection to Lucifer (Luc-ifer). Either way, the Bible is very clear: Man makes his plan, but God orders his steps. God is sovereign. He is the one in charge so there is no such thing as luck. 

	 

	The whole concept of luck and attracting it to us is an occult technique. And maybe like you, I always thought the rabbit’s foot was just an American phenomenon. But it is all over the world and, according to occult practice, it actually has to be a certain kind of authentic rabbit’s foot.

	 

	“This belief is held by individuals in a great number of places around the world, including Europe, China, Africa, and North and South America. In variations of this superstition, the donor rabbit must possess certain attributes, such as having been killed in a particular place, using a particular method, or by a person possessing particular attributes.”

	 

	But why a rabbit? Well, it’s probably because the rabbit’s limb was a little more palatable than the item in the original story, which might have been seen as too gruesome: 

	 

	“It has been suggested that the rabbit’s foot could be connected to a European good luck charm called the Hand of Glory, a hand cut from a hanged man and then pickled.”

	 

	Can you imagine carrying that thing around with you? Yes, that’s fairly disgusting. So, it makes sense that it evolved into a furry rabbit’s foot instead. 

	 

	“Some sources tell that the rabbit must be taken by the full moon, and others specifying the new moon. Some say instead that the rabbit must be taken on a Friday or a rainy Friday or Friday the 13th. Some sources say that the rabbit should be shot with a silver bullet, while others say that the foot must be cut off while the rabbit is still alive. These widely varying circumstances may share a common thread of suggestion that the true lucky rabbit’s foot is actually cut from a shape-shifted witch.”

	 

	Apparently, if you can get to a witch when she has turned herself into a rabbit, you can cut her foot off and, man, that baby is going have some power. Of course, it’s untrue but that’s their belief, including this part that our gamblers here in Las Vegas will appreciate. Although they too would be falling for a lie. 

	 

	“The rabbit’s foot is dried out and preserved and carried around by gamblers and other people who believe it will bring them luck. Rabbit’s feet, either authentic or imitation, are frequently sold by curio shops and vending machines. Often, these rabbit’s feet have been dyed various colors, and they are often turned into key chains.”

	 

	The use of occult rabbit’s feet is still out there in abundance. We might laugh and joke at that, but cultures around the world still believe this is going to protect them from evil. Of course, they are wrong, because it won’t. I like what this guy said: 

	“I don’t know about you, but I wouldn’t depend on the rabbit’s foot because, remember, it didn’t work out too well for the rabbit.” 

	 

	There’s some common sense. Now, let me give you one more of these supposed good luck charms and that will wrap it up for this chapter. This one comes from Africa and it’s called a “Mojo Bag.” Most of us have heard of the saying, “get your mojo on,” or “getting our mojo going.” Mojo is borrowed from the African voodoo culture, which we’ll have an entire study about after this one. But with the mojo bag, occult practitioners place several so-called lucky objects inside it, like talismans, amulets, or spells, and that is supposed to give the owner powers and protection. 

	 

	Now, I don’t know about you, but I’m glad that this whole culture of hexes, talismans, and people actually trying to put curses on others, is just in some of those backwoods third-world countries, right? It’s got to be just unfortunate and uneducated people, so we don’t have to deal with that stuff here in America today, right? Folks, I’m telling you, witchcraft and the occult are having a heyday in our country because we are living in the third pagan generation removed from a Judeo-Christian ethic. Our society’s leadership has led us away from Christianity. The Bible and the Ten Commandments were taken out of the school system long ago. 

	 

	Hollywood has definitely turned away from God as well. Instead, they promote the occult and witchcraft to help it rise in popularity here. Like the spread of pornography, those who want to get involved in witchcraft and the occult, no longer have to go to some metropolitan area where there is a dark, seedy back alley with a creepy bookstore. Not anymore. It is out there being glamorized so witches no longer have to hide in the shadows. They are out in the open. And they are now openly admitting they are here in large numbers, it is a real practice, and part of that is actually putting curses on people, including our President. Here is some news report on that: 

	 

	Opinion reporter: “President Trump doesn’t always do what people expect him to do or even what his supporters want him to do. Is he being unpredictable, or could there be another cause, perhaps a magical one? Mandy Yates Garcia is the ‘Oracle of Los Angeles.’ She says she is a witch, tarot-card reader, spell caster, energy healer, intuitive medium, shamanic practitioner, and magical life coach. Last night, she helped cast a so-called binding spell on our President to prevent him from causing harm to others.” 

	 

	News anchor: “Some of Trump’s critics are resorting to increasingly alternative methods to try to derail his presidency.” 

	 

	Reporter: “When protesters can be heard chanting, ‘Donald Trump, you stupid clown,’ and mockery like Alec Baldwin impersonating the President and mocking him on Saturday Night Live, saying, ‘Yes, this is real life. This is really happening,’ fail to stop Trump from being the President, it’s time to resort to the supernatural.” 

	 

	Here are the witches from Hollywood’s movie, “Hocus Pocus.”

	 

	Reporter: “No, really–witches. A Facebook group calling on witches across the U.S. to cast a mass spell against Trump last Friday, attracted over 12,000 likes. Celebrities are also joining in after an instruction manual went viral, telling witches what to throw into the cauldron to make the ultimate anti-Trump potion. First thing you need: an unflattering picture of Trump. That is essential. Then, not just any color, but an orange candle stub. If you cannot find a candle, a baby carrot will do, and a tower tarot card. All of this will be cast again and again on every waning crescent moon in the month, until Trump is not in office.” 

	 

	Witches gathered outside of the Trump Tower to perform a ritual against President Trump. The group was part of an effort taking place across the country to ‘bind’ the President from doing harm. 

	 

	Witches together sitting on the city sidewalk reciting witchcraft rituals outside Trump Tower: “Hear me o’ spirits of water.” 

	 

	Karen Irwin, event attendee: “What I hope for is that we collectively have the capacity with our bodies, with our spirits, with our minds to overcome what it is we’ve been given.” 

	 

	After reciting their given ritual script over and over, the witches end with this: “So mote it be! (a pagan and Freemason ritual phrase.)” 

	 

	But there were some protesters against the witches and what they were doing. 

	 

	Female witches to Donna, a counter protester: “Leave!” 

	 

	Donna to the witches sitting on the sidewalk: “You’re very, very nasty; very nasty. Your intentions are nasty.” 

	 

	Woman witch sitting on the sidewalk: “My intentions are not nasty. What’s nasty is ripping mothers out of the arms of their children because they don’t have a paper.”

	 

	Donna to a reporter: “It really has no place in American politics, in American culture and certainly not in democracy. And the idea of trying to override, through magical means, the will of the President of the United States, I think is very sick.”

	 

	Yeah, I would agree. That is pretty crazy, but it’s really going on these days. In our lifetime, who would have thought witches would, not only openly admit to being witches, but openly gather and perform public rituals to try taking down our President. It makes me think the guy in the Oval Office right now must be doing something right if the witches are going after him. And what does that say about the political camp that coddles witches in its midst to help take down a President? What spirit are they connecting with, if they have open practicing witches on their side? But let’s not get political, right? Hey, either way, I think what I just said is factual. 

	 

	But again, we have to wonder how it happened that our Christian nation now has witches, who feel comfortable being front and center. They feel fine being out in the open these days instead of where they used to be slinking about in the back alleys. Well, you will find out more about that in the next chapter when we get into the history of witchcraft, including the Salem Witch Trials that are thrown in our Christian faces all the time.

	 

	We will also explore what I am going to call, “the promotion of witchcraft.” The practice has actually been made palatable on purpose. And it has been sold to us adults and our children. If you don’t think witchcraft has been given a positive spin to influence our kids, you’re lying to yourself. And it has been very effective. Have you noticed that the cartoons are getting more and more blatant in their promotion of the occult and witchcraft methods? With Bugs Bunny, the worst we had to worry about was our kids seeing a hammer hitting a character on the head. Witches used to be shown as ugly and evil entities that our kids would never want to emulate. They had huge pimply noses, big floppy black hats, and flew around on their brooms, cackling as they went. 

	 

	But rather than rightly repulsing kids from this vile practice, the cartoons today are even demonstrating witchcraft techniques that our children can use. They are showing our kids how to perform witchcraft. And it is even blatantly being sold to them as a good way to get back at their enemies from school. In one example, the hero of the story is now a teenage, (or younger), witch that uses a pentagram she drew on her bedroom floor to conjure up a demon that will target and destroy those who have been mean to her. You may think I’m joking but this cartoon is out there for any child to stumble across. It has even been dubbed into other languages. It’s called, Maddie, and shows a little girl with an upside-down cross and drawings on her school locker of a demon with hearts around it; seemingly to show it’s her lover or she loves the demon. And her demon drawings are openly gruesome with demons ripping other children’s guts out. So, if a kid is mad at another, this cartoon shows them how to get revenge by conjuring up a demon to destroy someone. You can probably find Maddie by searching the name online, along with “pentagram” and “demon.” I cannot give you a transcript because there are few words. You will see it is full-blown occult witchcraft. 

	 

	And you wonder why we have witches right now that openly pray in public against our President. I think witchcraft has spread a whole lot faster than we could have imagined. And part of the problem is how the Church has been asleep at the wheel for way too long. It is time we Christians get equipped on this issue, as you are right now.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Three
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	The History of Witchcraft

	in Babylon

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	What we have seen so far, is that “Wicca” literally translates as “witch.” So, it makes no sense for Wiccans to deny that they practice witchcraft. There have been all different kinds of witches around the world, as we’ll learn about in this chapter’s witchcraft history. That includes the fact about witch practices that are still going on all around this planet today. In the last chapter we dealt with the protection of witches. Unfortunately, the world does not want to listen to the God that made them; they don’t want to do it their Creator’s way. 

	 

	But why is it crucially important that we all pay close attention to God’s commands that help us have happy lives? Well, when we become a Christian by relying on the redeeming work that Jesus did for us on the cross, our bodies become indwelled with the Holy Spirit. And when He moves in, setting up shop in our bodies the day we’re saved, we can never be possessed by a demon for the rest of our lives; even if you, I or anyone, has been possessed anytime in the past. The Holy Spirit will not scooch over to share living quarters with a demon. On top of that, as Christians, one of the many blessings we have is protection from any external spiritual enemies that may come our way, even from others practicing things like witchcraft. All we have to do is invoke Jesus’ name to quickly, and decisively, deal with any such issue in the name and authority of Jesus Christ. 

	 

	But when witchcraft, and its demonic activity, comes to worldly, non-Christian people, unfortunately, they often try fighting the occult with the occult, using occult items like amulets, talismans and good luck charms. Examples of those type of trinkets are the Nazar Amulet and the hand sign of the horns, both used to supposedly ward off the “evil eye.” The Romans got into this with their Roman Amber Amulet and the Asians had their Asian Amulets, as well as calligraphy writing that they thought would keep them safe. Modern-day Catholicism and Judaism gets involved in this kind of stuff with Catholic Holy Water and the Jewish Hand of Miriam. The latter is something you have most likely seen if you have been to Jerusalem. Catholicism teaches that their holy water is going to keep vampires away. But sadly, it is just water. And hey, who can forget those completely useless four-leaf clovers and the rabbit’s foot, which apparently was not too good for the rabbit. Voodoo has their mojo bags. 

	 

	But in this chapter, we will finally see some of the history of witchcraft. Where did all this come from? How did it get started? How in the world did it permeate the planet? Well, shocker: The story of witchcraft’s rise agrees with the Biblical account. Adam and Eve rebelled and because of that rebellion, God eventually judged the entire world by sending a great flood, which happened about 2,400 BC; 4,400 years ago. 

	 

	According to Genesis 11, after that calamity, came the first society to pop on the scene: Babylon and their Tower of Babel. Babylon was founded around 2,200 BC, just 200 years after Noah’s Flood. So, after Noah and his family got off the ark, within 200 years, the earth was already getting a fairly large population again, just as God commanded of them. The people were told to repopulate, and that is just what they did. But they were also supposed to spread out. Instead, what do we see from history? Only 200 years after God judged the planet, there was already a large-scale rebellion against Him. And what we are going to see is that the witchcraft we’re dealing with today actually comes from those days in Babylon. 

	 

	So, because of their rebellion at the Tower of Babel, God confused human language which caused the people of earth to spread out, away from those they could no longer understand and collect into groups of those who spoke alike. As the people spread, they began to gather at important population centers like Egypt, followed by Greece, and then the Roman and Orient societies. And many from Babel took their witchcraft with them to these new places. Remember, there is nothing new under the sun. Anyone who believes witchcraft is a new thing, is wrong. As far as the United States experience with it, some believe the occult and witchcraft activity started back in the days of Salem, came over from Europe, or maybe got here a bit earlier than that. But the truth is that the origin of witchcraft and this entire sewer pipe of the occult, came straight out of Babylon. 

	 

	Then, according to Biblical history, in 1400 BC, 1,000 years after Noah’s Flood, God warned the Israelites about what to expect. They were going into the nations that occupied the Promised Land, that God gave His people for them to take over. God said the Israelites were not to get involved in the occult practices of those people; beliefs that originated in Babylon. The Bible records God’s warning to His people in Deuteronomy 18:9-13. And God does not mince words. If anyone wonders how God feels about the occult and witchcraft, this section where He’s addressing the Israelites is extremely clear on His feelings about these practices. Notice here in Deuteronomy how many times He uses the word, “detestable”: 

	 

	“When you enter the land, the Lord, your God has given you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who’s a medium or spiritist, or who consults with the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord. And because of these detestable practices, the Lord, your God, will drive out the nations before you. But you must be blameless before the Lord, your God.” 

	 

	God used “detestable” three times in just a few verses and that’s significant because the biblical rule is that any time God repeats something, He’s trying to get our attention. So, three times while dealing with the issue of witchcraft and occult practices, God said, “detestable,” “detestable,” and “detestable,” which is the Hebrew word, “toebah,” meaning, “a disgusting thing; something that is an abomination.” It’s abominable and horridly wicked behavior. So, is there any doubt as to how God feels about witchcraft? No! God is clear. 

	 

	In Babylon, only 200 years after the Flood, it was not just that they rebelled, built a tower, and made a name for themselves. There was a lot more going on in that Babylon rebellion. And believe it or not, it had everything to do with witchcraft and the occult. That society was in rebellion and they wanted to build a tower for their own glory, but they also were steeped in witchcraft. When God judged them in Genesis 11 and caused them to disperse, witchcraft and occultic practices began to permeate the planet. So, at this time of Deuteronomy, God warns the Israelites that those practices are already there in the nations that the Israelites will be going to, but He tells them to just follow Him and not worry; just do as He says and He’ll take care of it. He will clean it up. But did Israel listen? No! Instead, they got involved in those kinds of practices which led to their being judged too. 

	 

	Now, even beyond Deuteronomy 18, to see more of how God feels about witchcraft, He does not mince words. I want to emphasize this because today’s Church is also engaged in occultic practices. We saw some of that in our study, Charismatic Chaos. People in the Church sometimes don’t realize it, or they don’t want to admit it, that a popular trend is to believe it’s okay for Christians to be practicing witches. We are actually talking about approval of Christian witches! Unfortunately, I’m not making that up. I want to say, “Hey, what Bible are you reading?!” In at least one verse we have already looked at, God is clear that the practice is detestable. He says, “Don’t do it!” 

	“What does the Bible say about witchcraft and witches? Should a Christian fear witchcraft? The Bible has a lot to say about witchcraft. Witchcraft and its many cousins, such as fortune-telling and necromancy, are satan’s counterfeits to Holy spirituality. The Bible expressly condemns all forms of witchcraft. Since early times, people have sought supernatural experiences God did not endorse. The nations that surrounded the Promised Land were saturated with such practices. God had stern words for His people concerning any involvement with them. Deuteronomy 18:9-12 says,” 

	 

	“When you enter the land, the Lord, your God has given you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist, or who consults with the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord.” 

	 

	“God takes witchcraft very seriously. The penalty for practicing witchcraft, under the Mosaic law, was death. 1 Chronicles 10:13 tells us,” 

	 

	“King Saul died because he was unfaithful to the Lord. He did not keep the word of the Lord and even consulted a medium for guidance.” 

	 

	“In the New Testament, sorcery is translated from the Greek word, pharmakeia, for which we get our word “pharmacy.” Witchcraft and spiritism often involve the ritualistic use of magic potions and mind-controlling drugs. Using illicit drugs can open ourselves up to the invasion of demonic spirits. Engaging in a practice, or taking a substance, to achieve an altered state of consciousness, is a form of witchcraft. 

	 

	“There are only two sources of spiritual power: God and satan. Satan has only the power that God allows him to have, but it is considerable. To seek spirituality, knowledge, or power, apart from God, is idolatry; closely related to witchcraft. 1 Samuel 15:23 says,” 

	 

	“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” 

	 

	“Witchcraft is satan’s realm and he excels at counterfeiting what God does. When Moses performed miracles before Pharaoh, the magicians did the same things through demonic power. At the heart of witchcraft is the desire to know the future and control events that are not ours to control. Those abilities belong only to the Lord. This desire has its roots in satan’s first temptation to Eve: ‘You can be like God.’ Since the Garden of Eden, satan’s major focus has been to divert human hearts away from the worship of the true God. He entices humans with his suggestions of power, self-realization, and spiritual enlightenment, apart from submission to the Lord God. Witchcraft is merely another branch of that enticement. To become involved in witchcraft in any way, is to enter satan’s realm. Seemingly harmless modern entanglements with witchcraft, can include horoscopes, Ouija boards, Eastern meditation rituals, and some video and role-playing games. Any practice that dabbles in a power source other than the Lord Jesus Christ, is witchcraft.  Revelation 22:15 includes witches on the list of those who will not inherit eternal life”: 

	 

	“Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” 

	 

	“We don’t need to fear satan’s power, but we should respect it and stay away from it. 1 John 4:4 says,” 

	 

	“Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” 

	 

	“Satan can create much havoc, harm, and destruction, even in the lives of believers. However, if we belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, there is no power that can ultimately defeat us. We are overcomers as we put on the whole armor of God so that we can take our stand against the devil’s schemes (1 John 5:4 and Ephesians 6:11). When we give our lives to Christ, we must repent. This repentance should include renouncing any involvement with witchcraft; following the example of the early believers in Acts 19:19. Isaiah 8:19 says,” 

	 

	“When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead-on behalf of the living?” 

	 

	“When we follow those words to their logical conclusion, we could ask, ‘Why seek any power apart from the source of all real power? Why seek spirits who are not the Holy Spirit?’ Witchcraft and its many counterparts promise spirituality but lead only to emptiness and death. Only Jesus has the words of life.”

	 

	Amen. That is blunt but true. If we want to know how God feels about this stuff, our answer is not only in Deuteronomy; for those who want to say that was only the Old Testament with its old covenant and does not apply today because we’re more liberal, they are wrong. Whether we look at the Old or New Testament, God has strong words about witchcraft. Speaking of Deuteronomy, that was 1400 BC when these detestable practices got their start in Babylon. So, it has been around a long time and has now permeated our planet on a massive scale. 

	 

	“Witchcraft, or witchery, is the practice of magical skills, spells, and abilities. Historically, and currently it is in most traditional cultures worldwide.”

	 

	And again, we are going to see that is true, even as far back as Babylon. Archeology has dug up the history of witchcraft practices that they have found on many ancient cuneiform tablets. That is a fancy word for the tablets of pressed clay, with writing on them. For the kids: Yes, that is how they kept records before paper, cellphones, or the iCloud. And they have found these tablets all over the world with depictions of witchcraft and occult practices. Witchcraft is around the world and notable in places like Africa, the Caribbean, North and South America, Asia, India, Nepal, Japan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Iraq, Europe, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Russia, and the island nations like Papua New Guinea and Fiji. In those places, the occult and witchcraft show up throughout their recorded histories. How in the world did it spread across the world? Again, we are going to see clearly that the answer agrees with the biblical account. 

	 

	People want to endorse magic by claiming there is such a thing as white versus black magic, with the white magic supposedly being used benevolently to defeat the black. But if you really want me to use the analogy again, I will: It doesn’t matter whether we’re talking baked or fried chicken, it’s still chicken! Likewise, black and white witchcraft are both, just occult witchcraft. 

	 

	And even as far back as the Babylonians, practitioners not only engaged in witchcraft, they used it defensively to fight off other people’s witchcraft. One of the ways we know that is from their cuneiform writings called the “Maqlu,” which means “burning” in the Babylonian language. In fact, they found a lot of texts with that word. One picture shows an incantation for warding off witchcraft’s effects. Here is what the ancient writings prescribed: 

	 

	“This was to be performed over the course of a single night in the month of Abu (July/August) when the perambulations (movements) of the spirits to and from the netherworld made them especially vulnerable to their spells. The incantations are divided into three different sequences, during the first, of which figurines of the sorcerer were burned, drowned in black liquid, and finally placed face down on the ground and crushed while the first four tablets were recited.”

	 

	Now, I’m not going to give you all of it, but the following is a partial recitation translated from the actual incantation on the cuneiform that was used to supposedly fight witchcraft: 

	 

	“Burn, set alight, incinerate, my witch! May my warlock’s and witch’s life swiftly, quickly come to an end!” 

	 

	
Sadly, the Babylonians were so steeped in witchcraft, they even tried using it to protect themselves from witches. Again, this was only two hundred years after God judged the whole planet, saying, “That’s it!! I’m starting over with eight people and the animals on the ark!” And all this opens our eyes a bit more to what the Tower of Babel was; it wasn’t simply a tower structure. Unfortunately, the historical account indicates it was a rebellion against God that came from people saturated in the occult. 

	 

	Here is another part of their Maqlu ritual book that mentions garlic in association with witchcraft: 

	 

	“May their spells be...peeled away like garlic!” 

	 

	Again, there is nothing new under the sun. This inclusion of garlic around the occult came from Babylon and we’ll see later that vampires also came from that time. 

	 

	Another interesting practice the Babylonians invoked, had to do with their god, “Nusku,” who was the supposed deity over light and fire. They believed Nusku would provide a protective nightlight to keep evil away. So, again, the whole world of witches, sorcerers, exorcisms, and various other occult practices, are well documented in Babylonian culture. They had a sophisticated combination of their religion and a cult, mish-mashed all together. And this was discovered in a huge amount of evidence found through their cuneiform tablets, which included their laws. The Babylonians are most noted for their “Code of Hammurabi” laws, much of which involved a philosophy based on eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. And even that code of Babylonian law, had punishment for witches. Here is an example: 

	 

	“If a man has put a spell upon another man and it is not justified, he upon whom the spell is laid, shall go to the holy river; into the holy river shall he plunge. If the holy river overcomes him and he is drowned, the man who put the spell upon him shall take possession of his house. If the holy river declares him innocent and he remains unharmed, the man who laid the spell shall be put to death. He that plunged into the river shall take possession of the house of him who laid the spell on him.” 

	 

	So again, this is an example of the laws they practiced that were steeped in witchcraft. Just two hundred years after Noah’s Flood, they tried using witchcraft to fight witchcraft. And more evidence is found in the cuneiform called the “Gula Incantation,” which looks like they had a slab of clay that got scratched up when someone threw a bunch of chickens on it. 

	 

	Believe it or not, that is actually the writings from their cuneiform tablet that asks, “Gula,” their goddess of healing, and “Marduk,” their king of the gods, to help cure a patient thought to have been attacked by a ghost. Again, this demonstrates that occult practices permeated their society. Of course, we don’t have everything from their civilization because it’s been long destroyed, but we have many tablets, of which a high percentage deal with their witchcraft practices. 

	 

	Another talisman that was meant to ward off evil when worn, would supposedly exorcise demons from the sick. Babylonians thought demons and spirits caused sickness. They also had a ceramic incantation bowl used for protection purposes with the incantation written inside. 

	 

	They even had different classes of magicians involved in the occult; professional magicians who specialized in a particular field of magic (witchcraft), like divinations or exorcisms. It was much like our modern medical specialists who focus on areas like ear, nose and throat, the heart, feet or brain surgery; except theirs were occultic practitioners. One of their magicians was “Apkallu,” their supposed demigod, part man and part god. 

	

	When you search “Apkallu” online, the photo makes it a bit hard to tell, because the piece is damaged, but the Apkallu is actually part man, with a fish-skin hood and part god. The practitioners of magic used figurines like this of gods or even certain entities in nature, to try to protect people or give them good luck and health. This particular one supposedly protected the interiors and faces of buildings, by people depositing them beneath the room’s floor. Somehow that figurine was going to take care of and protect them. 

	 

	Are there religions today who use figurines for protection? Yes! In fact, we see it’s heavily practiced in Catholicism. Catholics are taught a strong reliance on figurines, dead people, and saints. They have a saint for everything. For those who think the Catholics don’t believe in these things, I want to give you some examples. Of course, Catholicism sells a huge number of these figurine trinkets each year, and here’s something I found interesting: Remember that the Babylonians buried figurines under their floors. Well, today it’s being said that you can buy a certain saint, bury it in your front yard, and that will help your house sell. Here’s the video transcript of that sales pitch: 

	 

	“Hi there, I’m Susan with the Catholic Company, and this is the Saint Joseph Home Sale Kit. This Saint Joseph Home Sale Kit includes a plastic Saint Joseph figure, a prayer to Saint Joseph, the Way of Saint Joseph, and an introduction to the Saint Joseph home-sale practice. There are many myths about where and how to bury Saint Joseph, but none of that is of importance. What is important is that Saint Joseph has long been called upon to help us with our many good petitions, including selling a home. If you are trying to sell your home, we believe the Saint Joseph Home Sale Kit provides a great opportunity for one to become more familiar with the role of Saint Joseph.” 

	 

	Hey, and it’s still available today for only $19.95! There is nothing new under the sun because the Babylonians did the same thing with their witchcraft practices. And as far as Catholic saints, I don’t have time to go through them all but want to give you just a small sampling, and these first two paragraphs are just patron saints for occupations: 

	 

	St. Adrian will help you if you are a butcher, a guard, a soldier, or an arms dealer. It’s hard to believe that last one but I did not make that up. St. Agatha is for bakers, bell makers, and nurses. St. Alexander is for charcoal burners: St. Amand for bartenders, brewers, innkeepers, merchants, and vine growers; and St. Ambrose handles beekeepers, beggars, candle makers, wax smelters, and refiners. St. Anastasia deals with weavers, healers, martyrs, and exorcists. Of course, it makes sense that St. Andrew is for fishermen. St. Anne is for miners, mothers, equestrians, cabinet makers, homemakers, and stablemen, and I’m not making this up, French Canadian voyagers. Apparently, if you’re a traveler from any other country, you’re out of luck. 

	 

	St. Anthony is for those who’ve misplaced an item, lost a person, or women seeking a husband; St. Antipas and St. Apollonia are both for dentists and St. Barbara is military engineers, firemen, Italian marines, fireworks makers, and I am not making this up, “servicemen of the Russian strategic rocket forces.” And you can get that with free delivery for only $19.99! St. Bartholomew is handy for tanners, trappers, or curriers. And just for us here in Las Vegas, Catholicism even has St. Cajetan figurines for unemployed gamblers! St. Edward is for kings: St. Eligius for metalworkers, jewelers, mechanics, and taxi drivers; pyrotechnicians have their own St. Erasmus; and just in case you are a Teutonic Knight, the St. George figurine is what you need. 

	 

	For those wanting protection and healing, Catholicism has some tiny statuettes to help with issues like sterile women, those blind or lame, people who’ve run into a poisonous reptile, and those suffering from colic, breast cancer or a headache. For a problem in any of those areas, apparently you need St. Agathius. Of course, I am not suggesting that you go buy these things; but only using sarcasm and humor to make a point. St. Agrippina is a busy one, handling evil spirits, leprosy, thunderstorms and bacterial diseases. St. Albinus is for those going on cruises and also can serve as your personal, dedicated 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week saint, willing to help in case of pirate attack! And one saint spread very thin, is St. Expeditus who is there for you during riots, civil disorder, epilepsy, gout, kidnapping, deafness, sore eyes, cattle diseases, chest problems, lung problems, ailments of the throat, horse theft, sick horses, motorcycle and bicycle accidents, evil spirits, and one you don’t want to delay getting your figurine for: procrastination.       

	 

	St. Pio is for those with diabetes, cramps, stress, and even the New Year’s blues. All kinds of random other little effigies will supposedly help with problems like coughs, sneezes, open wounds, and you name it. For those stricken with obsessive-compulsive disorder, they say your go-to guy is St. Ubald. 

	 

	I skipped over a huge number of them but if you want to get a more extensive list, even find out what has gone wrong on a multitude of levels with Catholicism and also learn how to witness to Catholics, you can get our large study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming One World Religion. Now, after looking at all those figurines and their supposed powers to make things happen for those who buy them, how does that practice differ from that of a Babylonian talisman like Apkallu, buried in someone’s floor? It is the same thing! In fact, some would even say that the Catholic’s Pope hat comes from Babylon. 

	 

	There is a huge debate about certain practices involving the Catholic Church and whether Babylon is where they came from. The Pope’s hat is called a “Mitre,” which closely resembles the fish-head hats that Babylonian priests wore, because they worshiped the fish god, Dagon. Of course, Catholicism denies it came from Babylonian worship, though looking at that comparison, I’m not sure. But let’s move on. 

	 

	A scratched cuneiform tablet, with a list of magical stones, is what the Babylonians carried around for protection. Again, the point of all this is to show that the sewer pipe of occultic beliefs we have today, originated with the Babylonians at the time of their Tower of Babel. They had an everyday belief in the practices of witchcraft with all kinds of special magic stones they carried around. And getting back to the figurines, those Babylonian statuettes represented their gods, animals and mystical creatures, which were found throughout the Babylonian communities where people kept them hidden in areas of their homes to protect against demons. Doesn’t that sound exactly like the figurine worship of Catholicism today? 

	 

	Babylonians also wore certain pendants, just as we see with other Catholic practices. The talisman pendants of Babylon supposedly gave its wearers good luck and things of that nature. There is also a figurine, that they had back then, representing a demonic spirit called, “Lamashtu.” 

	 

	The Babylonians believed that those who wore an emblem of the demonic spirit would be protected from it, similar to the mirror practice of witchcraft where mirrors, apparently like this demon figure, were said to reflect evil and it would back away from the wearer. Again, Babylon mixed their religion and magic, practicing it for religious rituals and also for their own needs. 

	 

	“Indeed, so closely do some of the Babylonian incantations, and magical practices resemble those of the European sorcerers of the Middle Ages and of primitive peoples of the present day, that it is difficult to convince oneself that they are of independent origin.” 

	 

	That is saying exactly what we have been saying, the Babylon area created these witchcraft practices. And when God dispersed people across the planet after the Tower of Babel, unfortunately, witchcraft went with them and morphed into all sorts of occult-practice variations everywhere it went. There have also been modern-day occult similarities with many other aspects of their beliefs like these names of demons, that came from Babylon: Beelzebub, Ishtar, Ba’al, and Moloch. Those are of Babylonian origin. The quote above goes on to say this: 

	 

	“The conclusion is irresistible, that ceremonial magic, as practiced in the Middle Ages, owed much to that of Babylon.” 

	 

	In the Bible, and certainly with the book of Daniel, “witch” was not in their vocabulary. So, instead, they used “soothsayer.” And some biblical accounts call them “wise men” or “stargazers.” I bring this up to answer people who try justifying the practices of witchcraft and astrology by saying God has no problem with it. Supposedly, because the wise men from the East knew about it and came to visit the baby Jesus. So, they say, surely that shows God doesn’t have a problem with it. However, the truth is that He does have a huge issue with it, and God is very blunt about that, while not contradicting Himself at all. God tells us that witchcraft and other occult practices are detestable to Him. The problem with citing that particular text about the wise men, is that claim gets so many things wrong it is not even funny. In fact, how many times have you heard it said that there were three wise men? But the Bible does not even say that, just as it does not condone witchcraft. Let’s take a look at the transcript from a video about that: 

	 

	“What does the Bible say about the three wise men or ‘Magi?’ We assume that there were three wise men because of the three gifts that were given: gold, incense, and myrrh. However, the Bible does not say that there were only three wise men. There could have been many more. Tradition says that there were three and that their names were Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. But since the Bible does not say, we have no way of knowing whether the tradition is accurate. It is a common misconception that the wise men visited Jesus at the stable on the night of His birth. In fact, the men came days, months, or possibly even years, later. That is why Matthew 2:11, says the wise men visited and worshiped Jesus in a house; not at a stable. 

	 

	We know that the magi were wise men from the East, most likely Persia, or modern-day Iran. This means that the wise men traveled 800 to 900 miles to see the Christ child. Most likely, the magi knew of the writings of the prophet, Daniel, who in times past, had been the chief of the court seers in Persia. Daniel 9:24-27 includes a prophecy which gives a timeline for the birth of the Messiah. Also, the magi may have been aware of the prophecy of Balaam, who was from the town of Pether, on the Euphrates River near Persia. In Numbers 24:17, Balaam’s prophecy specifically mentions a star coming out of Jacob. 

	 

	The wise men were guided to look for the King of the Jews by a miraculous, stellar event: the Star of Bethlehem, which they called ‘His star’ in Matthew 2:2. They came to Jerusalem and asked concerning the birth of Christ, and they were directed to Bethlehem. They followed God’s guidance joyfully. When they arrived in Bethlehem, they gave costly gifts to Jesus and worshiped Him. God warned them in a dream against returning to Herod. So, in defiance of the king, they left Judah by another route. So, the magi were men who, one, read and believed God’s Word, two, sought Jesus, three, recognized the worth of Christ, four, humbling themselves to worship Jesus, and five, obeyed God rather than men. They were truly wise men.” 

	 

	When we look at the context of that passage, it certainly is not condoning witchcraft, astrology, and things of that nature. With that in mind, let’s finish our discussion about occult practices originating through the sewer pipe of Babylon: 

	 

	“There appears a deeper gloom, a more ominous spirit of the ancient magic of old Mesopotamia, Babylon, than in any other land. Demons with claw and talon, vampires, ghouls, all are there. Spirits, jinn, witch-hags, lemures, a type of spirit we’ll talk about with the Roman history and ghosts. No type of supernatural being appears to have been unknown in Babylon.” 

	 

	So, this is where the whole sewer pipe of the occult, even besides witchcraft, came from. And that also included wizards. Let’s take a look at them in Babylonian times: 

	 

	“There were at least two classes of priests who dealt in the occult, the baru, or seers, and the asipu, or wizards.  The baru performed divination by consulting the livers of animals and also by the observation of the flight of birds.” 

	 

	The baru were the king’s wise men or soothsayers, who provided advice about things like whether they should attack an enemy or not. An occult-practicing baru would say, “Hey, let’s cut open an animal and see what the guts tell us.” Or he’d get out the “binoculars” to do some bird watching, as he was supposedly looking for a good or bad omen. 

	 

	“The wizard and the witch were known as Kassapu or Kassaptu. These were sorcerers or magicians and considered dangerous to the community.” 

	 

	And that perceived danger is why so many texts talk about what needs to be done for protection from witches. 

	 

	“The Babylonian witch prowls the streets, searching for victims, snatching love from handsome men, and withering beautiful women. At another time she is depicted sitting in the shade of the wall making spells and fashioning images.”

	 

	It all started in Babylon: wizards, seers, soothsayers, and much more like vampires. 

	 

	“There have been those who believed that vampirism was confined to the Slavonic race alone, and that the peoples of Russia, Bohemia, and the Balkan Peninsula were the sole possessors of the vampire legend. Recent research, however, has exposed the fallacy of this theory. “ 

	 

	Babylon was in possession and practiced virtually every known occult technique, including vampirism. I want to give you a couple of examples of Babylonians vampires, and remember, this was 2200 BC, only 200 years after Noah’s Flood. Here is one type of their vampires found in that civilization’s remains: 

	 

	As it says, these are called, “Ekimmu,” and the word means, “to be snatched away.” They believed these critters would come into people’s homes and snatch them up. The Babylonians prayed that they would not be turned into an Ekimmu, that they believed was a demon or phantom-like creature, who would search for victims to feed their misery. They were a bit different from what we think of as blood-sucking vampires today because the Ekimmu didn’t drink blood. Instead, they supposedly fed off the life-force of plants, animals, and the elements, tapping into their life force to suck them dry; similar to the life sucking Dementors from the Harry Potter series. The Babylonians also believed they could turn into one of these things if they died young, from a violent murder, from a battle or war, before finding love, or by having an improper burial or no burial at all. They could also become an Ekimmu by dying during pregnancy, from drowning or starvation, from an improper offering to the gods, or if they ate chicken. As you probably expect, I threw that last one in. It’s not there and I can’t prove it, but I think it should be on their crazy list. And here is the understatement of the year about those Babylonian times:

	 

	“If an Ekimmu were to show up on your doorstep, it would not be a good sign.” 

	 

	Babylonians believed that a run-in with one of these critters would cause a person’s death within a few days or that an Ekimmu could inflict disease on their victims and cause them to behave criminally. Ekimmu supposedly lived in sewers, tunnels, and abandoned buildings. 

	 

	So, that is one type of vampire that came to us from the sewer pipe of occult beliefs that formed in Babylon. This next version of Babylonian vampires is the “Uruku” or “Utukku,” which translates as, “vampire that attacks man.” Here’s what the people believed: 

	 

	“By simply looking into the eyes of a Uruku/Utukku, a human could be injured. They haunt deserted places such as graveyards, mountains, and the seas.”

	 

	Does that first part sound familiar? It’s just like movies where people are warned not to look into the vampire’s eyes. Again, this is nothing new under the sun and this all came from two hundred years after the flood. 

	 

	Another outcropping of vampires is called the “Succubi” and “Incubi,” which were popular in medieval times and are also in these modern times. 

	 

	“These vampires are said to use sexual seduction to trap their victims, and then prey on them as they sleep. Both manifest mainly in dreams. Succubi is a female and Incubi is a male.” 

	 

	The traditional way that we view vampires today, as drinking blood, also came from Babylon where they simply called these, “the seven demons.” 

	 

	“The Seven Demons are mentioned in various Mesopotamian, Babylonian, religious texts and incantations, shared characteristics with what we think of today as a vampire, avoided the temples of the gods, and fed on human blood.” 

	 

	And getting back to the supposed female demon, Lamashtu, there was a figurine of the Lamashtu amulet that Babylonians believed would protect them from her when they wore it: 

	 

	“Lamashtu was said to have killed children and drank the blood and ate the flesh of men.”

	 

	And I couldn’t wait to get to this Babylonian vampire: Lilith. This is from roughly 2200 BC and had owls around her, which are prominent in the occult even up to today. Lilith was extremely popular in Babylonian culture, and the myth about her that continues to be perpetuated today is that she was really the first wife of Adam. Of course, that is just part of how people are trying to justify occult beliefs or discount the Bible. They want to believe something secret went on. But the Bible’s telling of history is always accurate. Let us dispel this myth that Lilith was Adam’s wife: 

	 

	“According to legends, Lilith was an evil, wicked woman who committed adultery with satan and produced a race of evil creatures. None of it is true. There is no Biblical basis whatsoever for these concepts. There is no one in the Bible named Lilith.” 

	 

	The key word is, “legend.” Those who believe Lilith was Adam’s wife, bring up two biblical accounts as their supposed proof. The first is Isaiah 34:14, which one translation has as, “there too Lilith shall repose.” 

	 

	“This is a poor translation. Every other major translation of the Bible reads something to the effect of ‘night creature’ or ‘screech owl.’ Even if ‘demon monster named Lilith’ was the proper translation of the Hebrew word, Adam is nowhere even hinted at in this passage or its context. Whatever the Lilith was, it is not given any connection whatsoever to Adam or Creation.” 

	 

	So, a claim to the contrary is taking the passage completely out its context. The other Biblical account they point at to say there was a relationship between Adam and Lilith, is the way the Bible supposedly gives us two different accounts of creation, in Genesis 1 and 2. They say the first chapter includes the history of Lilith as Adam’s first wife, and Genesis 2 was his time with Eve. But those two chapters are the exact same history, just told twice. Genesis 1 is an overview of creation and Genesis 2 highlights some specifics about that overview. 

	 

	The true place Lilith comes into secular history is two-fold: One is witchcraft and the other is the feminist movement. 

	 

	“This ‘Lilith’ myth is popular in some radical feminist movements because Lilith is an example of a woman refusing to submit to male headship.” 

	 

	They believe she rebelled against being Adam’s wife and that’s why feminists have picked her up as an icon. Some witches today even believe Lilith is the protector of witches. Getting back to Babylon, they believed Lilith had the power to shape shift, often becoming an owl. Again, this adds to the reasons owls are prominent in the occult, even still today. 

	 

	The last type of vampire originating in Babylonian times is the “Vrykolakas,” which again proves there is nothing new, because you’ll see they sound just like zombies.

	“The vrykolakas are corpses of a person who is possessed by a demon. They rise from their graves at night and knock on people’s front doors, calling their names. If the person answered the door, they were doomed to die the next day.”

	 

	However, the ancient writings tell us Babylonians figured out this workaround to know if it was the zombie, instead of just the milkman or their buddy:

	 

	“The vrykolakas could only call a person’s name one time. Many avoided death by waiting until someone called their name a second time to answer the door. Unlike stereotypical vampires, the vrykolakas do not suck blood; when someone answered the door, the vrykolakas condemned them to die with disease.”

	 

	Again, I bring all this up to show how occult witchcraft permeated our planet. It was all from Babylon and I am still blown away that this was only 200 years after God wiped out the whole world. The Babylonian rebellion was not just staying put and building a tower against God’s wishes, they were also into evil at an extreme level, which included witchcraft and other occult practices.

	 

	As mentioned earlier, words are immensely important in witchcraft because they are believed to bring witches certain powers. And that is why I believe much of the charismatic movement today, the “name it and claim it” people you see on television, is actually plain old witchcraft.

	 

	“They believed that the name, preferably the secret name of a god, possessed sufficient force in its mere syllables to defeat and scatter the hordes of evil. The names of Ea and Merodach were, perhaps, most frequently used.  It was also necessary to know the name of the devil or person against whom their spells were directed.”

	 

	So, these witches believed they had to have the right name of the person, and that they could get even more magnified effects if they combined their name with a sample of that person’s hair or nails.

	“The name was the vehicle by means of which the magician established a link between himself and his victim, and the Babylonians would recite long lists of names of evil spirits and demons in hopes that by so doing they might chance to light upon that particular demon who was the cause of the malady.”

	 

	Now, what does that sound like today? Again, with all due respect, sometimes the Charismatic community says that same sort of thing when they claim our problems are the demon of cancer, the demon of smoking, the demon of bubblegum or the demon of this and that. But they are just throwing spaghetti at the wall, hoping some of it sticks, just as those magicians and soothsayers did back in Babylon. And speaking of names, the origin of “abracadabra” is from the occult. 

	 

	Here in Las Vegas, we think that word is just part of a show-business magician act. Historians are not sure where it came from but say the earliest account was in Roman times where they would write it in that triangle form or on a talisman. Again, words are powerful in the occult and abracadabra was one of those occult words they claimed could bring healing and protection. The Gnostics used it to fight against spirits, disease, and misfortunes. Here are some writings about it from as recently as the medieval times in European countries: 

	 

	“Daniel Defoe wrote dismissively about Londoners who posted abracadabra on their doorways to ward off sickness during the Great Plague of London.” 

	 

	Guess what. It did not work because none of this stuff is effective. But it is a word still being used today for the incantation of magic. So, we might have fun with it, but that word is from the occult. And let me just give you a bit of a teaser from something we will deal with later when we talk about the real occult, and witchcraft aspects of the Harry Potter series. The Aramaic word for abracadabra is the phrase “avra k’davra,” which means “it will be created in my words.” And people want to claim there is no genuine witchcraft in the Harry Potter books and movies; so, it’s fine for our children. As just one of many examples to the contrary, the series uses something very close to this Aramaic phrase, “avra k’davra,” when invoking their killing curse. Harry Potter uses “avada kedavra.” So, J.K. Rowling, the author, only switched a couple letters. In fact, she even admitted that her killing curse was inspired from the Aramaic “avra k’davra” spell. But many of us know better, right? It’s just innocent fun that is only helping our kids read more and this major exposure to witchcraft will never make them want to be witches. Here’s a quick video transcript about that: 

	 

	“J.K. Rowling, the author of the Harry Potter series, admitted that she got many, many requests from children that wanted to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. And we know from books that are out there and interviews with children, that they really wonder at night while they are lying awake, if there is a Hogwarts that they can go to. If you go to the Warner Brothers site, they ask you to enlist into Hogwarts. And there are websites out there that are pulling in your children, who are interested in learning more in various different schools of witchcraft and wizardry.” 

	 

	The Association of Teachers and Lecturers: “This goes far beyond a case of reading a Harry Potter story. This represents an extremely worrying trend among young people.” 

	 

	Ten-year-old Dylan: “I want to go to wizard school and learn magic. I’d like to learn to use a wand to cast spells.” 

	 

	Twelve-year-old Mara: “If I could go to wizard school, I might be able to do spells and potions and fly a broomstick.” 

	 

	Eleven-year-old Jeffery: “It would be great to be a wizard because you could control situations and things like teachers.” 

	 

	Nine-year-old Catherine: “I’d like to go to wizard school, learn magic and put spells on people. I’d make up an ugly spell, and then it’s payback time!” 

	 

	Ten-year-old Caroly: “I feel like I’m inside Harry’s world. If I went to wizard school, I’d study everything: Spells, counter-spells, and defense against the Dark Arts.” 

	 

	Thirteen-year-old Julie: “I liked it when the bad guys killed the Unicorn and Voldemort drank its blood.” 

	 

	Eleven-year-old Nurya: “The books are very clever. I couldn’t put them down. When I was scared, I made myself believe it was supposed to be funny, so I wasn’t too scared.”

	 

	Hey, at least the kids admitted it, even if the parents don’t see how their children are getting indoctrinated into witchcraft. People want to say these movies and books don’t have a detrimental effect and it’s all for fun; but from the voices of children we get the truth. 

	
      And what I find interesting is a comparison of our country today, with Babylon. These witchcraft practices of theirs started just 200 years post flood, after which it quickly permeated the whole planet. Likewise, the United States was founded in 1776 and it’s now been over 200 years. Where are we at in relation to our Christian heritage? Let’s think about that as we rightly point out the true evil that came from the Babylonian empire only two centuries after God’s judgment with water and the restart through Noah’s family. God also started us off with a great Christian nation and what are we doing with it these days, in pretty much the same duration of time? We are forgetting our Christian roots and having a Babylonian-type slide into evil practices, just in time for these last days before the Rapture and Christ’s reign. 

	 

	Later we’ll look at some of this in greater detail but other witchcraft practices in Babylon were aspects like water purification in their cleansing rituals and working with potions, which still goes on today. In fact, for the latter, these days witches are even putting out videos for our convenience that demonstrate how to make potions on the stove. This prevents us from having to go outside and build a fire under a cast-iron cauldron. We just need to make sure it’s cast iron, so it doesn’t melt. Unfortunately, it is all out there for anyone to get involved with and it is not done with some Disney cartoon-type production; it’s professional. This is really going on, and we can track the origin back to Babylon. Let me give you a quick description of the typical room being used by one of these priest-magician people and keep in mind that this is a 1917 writing so some of the language and spelling is particular to the period it was written: 

	 

	“We draw the curtain and enter a rather darksome room. The atmosphere is pungent with chemic odors and arranged on shelves. Disposed upon the tiled walls are numerous jars, great and small, containing the fearsome compounds which the practitioner applies to the sufferings of Babylonian humanity.” 

	 

	A final symbol of witchcraft I want to mention is the magic circle that came from the Babylonian sorcerers, which again proves there is nothing new under the sun. Remember the writing is from 1917. 

	
“The magic circle bears many points of resemblance to that described in the medieval works of magic and witchcraft practices today. The Babylonian magician, when describing the circle, made seven little winged figures, which he set before an image of the god Nergal. After doing so he stated that he had covered them with a dark robe and bound them with a colored cord, setting beside them tamarisk and the heart of the palm. He had completed the magic circle and had surrounded them with a sprinkling of lime and flour.” 

	 

	Here is a description from historians: 

	 

	“That the magic circle of medieval times, and still used today, must have been evolved from the Babylonians, it is plain from the strong resemblance between the two.” 

	 

	So, tit for tat, mostly everything practiced in witchcraft and the rest of the occult, is from Babylon. After only 200 years, they went from a healthy fear of God to that awful level of evil rebellion. And when we look here in America at what has been going on since our revolution that made us a Christian nation over 200 years ago, it is no wonder there is such a need for this study today. In fact, these days we even have so-called Christian witches, how far we have fallen! We too have rebelled against God. 

	 

	In the next chapter, now that we’ve dealt with Babylon being the first nation of witchcraft to appear on the scene, we’ll take a look at those that came after the dispersion of nations, the first of which is Egypt that was steeped in witchcraft. Then we will get into Greece. We will eventually talk about the Romans and then hop over to the Asian communities before moving forward in time to Western Europe and finally make it back here to America. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Four

	————————————

	The History of Witchcraft

	in Egypt

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	So far, we have seen that the definition of “Wicca” is “witchcraft,” because they are the same word, and there are all kinds of witches all over the world. How can we be protected from witchcraft? It is only though Jesus; that is always a safe answer. If you just try shouting “Squirrel!” or claim it is a KFC issue, you are on the wrong track and probably need to get saved. Jesus, of course, is who you need if you are not a Christian yet; you need to get saved! But if you are saved and you experience spiritual warfare, even from occult people, you do not have to worry because you can always call on the name and authority of Jesus to help against any evil. 

	 

	In the last couple of chapters, we’ve been looking at the history of witchcraft and how it has ended up in all societies throughout time since the Tower of Babel, as well as even our Christian nation, the United States of America, which is full of the occult. Occult practices originated from Babylon at the time of the Tower of Babel and that Babylonian sewer pipe of the occult has oozed out onto the whole planet. It began from Babylonian man’s rebellion shortly after the flood. In fact, we saw many familiar occult practices and beliefs that came from Babylon, including vampires, which was not just a Western Europe thing, as believed by some who have not done their homework. We saw Babylon had many types of vampires like Ekimmu, Uruku/Utukku, Succubi/Incubi, and the Vampires Seven Demons, with the latter being where we got the idea that vampires suck people’s blood. Again, this is nothing new under the sun, including vampires. Others were Lamashtu, Lilith, and Vrykolakas. 

	 

	Another aspect of witchcraft history has been the words used like “Abracadabra.” And we will see more of that in this chapter. Witchcraft has their prescribed recipes for witches who need to understand other aspects of words like exact names, pronunciations, and meanings, as well as the precise name of the person they want to attack. Words are huge in witchcraft. And that too, is nothing new because it went on way back in Babylon with the exact same practices, like water purification, magic circles and witchcraft potions. People think those beliefs started back in places like England or Scotland, but it was Babylon, the sewer pipe of occult belief and practices. 

	 

	And why Babylon? What happened there? Of course, that was the Tower of Babel. In fact, the occult got so bad there that God confused the language so people suddenly spoke in many different tongues. No longer understanding each other, the people spread out and guess where witchcraft found its next prominent home? It was Egypt, which is the history we’ll study in this chapter. 

	 

	Now before doing this research, I knew that ancient Egyptians had occult practices, but after looking into it, I thought, “You’ve got to be kidding me!” It turns out that all those hieroglyphics we see on the inside of the pyramid walls, on their sarcophaguses (coffins), and on the Egyptian papyrus archeologists have found, are not writings about their victories of war, the weather, animals, or anything like that. It is actually witchcraft! And you are going to find that out too. The truth is absolutely crazy. Whether alive or dead, in ancient Egypt, the whole place was flooded in witchcraft. 

	 

	And what I want to demonstrate, once again, is that Biblical history is always right. Of course, God gives us the truth every time. After starting in Babylon, how do we know it really went to Egypt next? Well, we are going to trace that, both Biblically and otherwise historically. Let’s take a look at Genesis 11:5-9, talking about the Tower of Babel, which was shortly after the flood. And believe it or not, a worldwide flood did not keep those people’s attention. A relatively short couple-hundred years later, man was already rebelling against God again. And it was not just that they built a tower; they also disobeyed God by not spreading out like he told them to so they would repopulate the planet. Man decided to build a city and stay local. Then they had the audacity in their rebellion, to build this tower that stood against God. They got involved in witchcraft and then spread that to the world after God judged the people and their tower. Let’s take a look at Genesis 11, starting with verse 5: 

	 

	“But the Lord came down to see the city and the tower that men were building. The Lord said, ‘If as one people speaking the same language, they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.’”

	 

	And the interesting aspect of this is today’s move back to only one language. With our interpretation technology that is constantly improving, you do not have to learn another language; just speak into your phone and it will spit the words right back in almost any other language you want. And according to Bible prophecy, this is coming along just in time for another rebellion under the headship of the Antichrist. Here is more from Genesis with the “us” of course being the Trinity: 

	 

	“Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each other. So, the Lord scattered them from there (Babylon) over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. That is why it was called Babel, because that was where the Lord confused the language of the whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.” 

	 

	So, we see in the text that, right after the flood, God had to judge these people again. You would think wiping out virtually all of mankind would get their attention, resonating in their brains more than a couple of generations. But they apparently didn’t get the message that we were not to disobey God as they had in those days of Noah. These Tower of Babel people were not just back at it, they were steeped in witchcraft. They were not only sticking together to build a tower in defiance of God; that route quickly made them crazy wicked. 

	 

	So, God came down, confused the languages, and suddenly when two pals were working near each other, trading jokes and talking sports, Frank asked Joe to pass a hammer and his buddy replied with something like, “aofsjq werou.” Then Frank shot back to ask what in the world Joe was saying, but all Joe heard was, “oidhemd yiienca.” It was a supernatural event and that was my best attempt at Egyptian and Greek. 

	 

	But from there, people who spoke the same language that God made happen, began to come together in groups and then spread out to find their own living area, away from the other crazy-sounding gibberish speakers. This supernatural event from God caused the people to disband and divide, finally going out to the entire earth just as God had instructed before they rebelled.

	 

	In fact, Chapter 11 of Genesis demonstrates how specific the Bible gets about how God spread the table of nations, which is the account of history more generally outlined in Genesis 10, the overview of the earth’s population eventually ventured out across the world after the flood of Noah. Genesis 11 is the specifics on how God did it with the Tower of Babel and with the confusion of the languages. Those two chapters working together is similar to how Genesis 1 is the overview of creation and then the history in chapter two gets into specifics. Those are not two different events, or time periods, spoken about in either of those pairings. It is just giving specifics after general overviews.

	 

	Here’s my point of mentioning all that: In Genesis 10, God not only tells us he spread people out over the earth, but He specifically said it was in the time of a guy named, “Peleg.” Here is Genesis 10:25 talking about Peleg and then Genesis 10:32:

	 

	“Two sons were born to Eber. One was Peleg, because in his time the earth was divided; his brother’s name was Joktan.”

	 

	“These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their lines of dissent within their nations. From these, the nation’s spread out over the earth after the flood.”

	 

	So, God gives us two historical pieces: The Tower of Babel dispersion of Babylonians across the planet, birthing the nations, and also that this was in the time of Peleg. Are those things true? Yes, absolutely! And that is no shocker because the biblical account always gets it right.       

	 

	This is just another example of archaeologist’s catching up to the Bible’s history. Let’s talk about that evidence and then get into our study of witchcraft in Egypt.

	 

	Instead of just the general timeframe, we have been talking about so far, if we want to get to specifics in biblical dating, Bible scholars say the flood occurred around 2349 or 2348 BC. So, when you do that math for the genealogy of Peleg, who was born about 2247, his birth was about 100 years after the flood. And when you put the two together, we see this is exactly when the nations of the earth were not only springing forth across the planet, but just as the Bible tells us, they spread from a single source, which was Babylon. And in a very short period of time the groups of people of the earth appear to have gotten rid of the Babylonian language they spoke all their lives and switched to many completely different tongues. Why would that ever happen if not for God confusing the languages?

	 

	Now, that’s Bible history, what about the secular history? Of course, those records just happen to agree with the biblical account. Babylon was founded in 2234 BC, about 13 years after the birth of Peleg. And as we learned in our Creation Series, there appears to be another reason they wanted to build a tower after man had gone through a worldwide flood. It wasn’t just to make a name for themselves. The other reason was part of their rebellious nature. Here’s that account from secular history. Keep in mind that secular history shows about 500 cultures around the world have a flood account in their history, which makes sense because a flood that affected the whole planet would have people talking about it:

	 

	“Discovered in the histories of the Toltec Indians of ancient Mexico, is the story of the first world that they say lasted 1,716 years and was destroyed by a great flood that covered even the highest mountains. Their story tells of a man named, Tapi, who was a very pious man. The creator told Tapi to build a boat that he would live in and escape the destruction. He was told that he should take his wife, and a pair of every animal that was alive, into the boat. Naturally, everyone thought he was crazy. Then the rain started, and the flood came.”

	 

	Today, we Christians go through that same sort of frustration this Tapi guy faced, right? We warn people to get into the ark of Jesus because they face death at any moment, which will then make it too late for them. And there is also an event coming at any moment that will be nothing like they have ever seen: The Rapture. It will not be Jesus arriving on the earth. Instead, that will be when Christians go up to the sky to meet Jesus. And what do people say to that today? It’s something like, “Okay, you’re a wacko!” They can think that until they see us leave. Here’s more from the Mexican flood legend, and keep in mind that the Bible tells us the water got higher than the tallest mountains, denying anything on earth an escape from God’s judgment:

	 

	“The men and animals tried to climb the mountains, but the mountains became flooded as well. Finally, the rain ended. Tapi decided the water had dried up when he let loose a dove. Following the great flood, people began to multiply and build a very high, great tower. Why? To provide a safe place in case the world was destroyed again.”

	 

	They sought to deny God the ability to take them out again. Of course, I can’t say that account carries the weight of: “Thus saith the Lord,” because it is extra-biblical, but it just adds another layer of understanding about the attitude of their rebellion. Here is more of the Mexico legend and you will see it agrees with Genesis 11:

	 

	“However, everyone started speaking different languages and the people became confused, so different language groups wandered to other parts of the world. The Toltecs claim they started as a family of seven friends and their wives who spoke the same language. They crossed great waters, lived in caves, and wandered for 104 years until they came to southern Mexico. The story reports that this was 520 years after the great flood.”

	 

	Other secular pieces of evidence that back up the biblical account, are Egypt being founded in 2188 BC, (60 years after the birth of Peleg), and the history from a Greek historian named, Eusebius, who tells us Greece was founded west of Babylon in 2089 (160 years after the birth of Peleg). So, when you stir all this together, what do we get? Not only were all three nations founded at relatively the same period in history, but each one also spoke different languages. How long do you imagine it takes for a common language to morph into a completely new one? It takes forever! Yet, in just this first small example, there were these three distinct languages and cultures that were each begun in a short amount of time stemming from Babel. 

	 

	“But not only that, notice how Babylon was founded first, which was the closest to the original point of origin. Then Egypt was second, which was a little further away from the point of origin. And finally, Greece was founded third. Exactly like the Bible said, specifically in the days of a guy named Peleg.” 

	 

	So, all that is interesting if you are into Bible history. And you should be. Once again, God gets it right and I didn’t bring all this up just to go through history willy-nilly. Instead, I am exploring the biblical admonition that warns us to stay away from witchcraft. God did not like it when the practices began back in Babylon, and he still doesn’t today. Unfortunately, for rebellious reasons, Babylon was not only building that tower, but they also became steeped in witchcraft. Because of that, God dispersed them by handing out random new languages, and one result was that witchcraft got spread across the planet. I said all that because you’ll never learn this history from the back of a granola bar, but also to introduce this next part of our study: 

	 

	According to both biblical and secular accounts, which hugely influential nation was founded first, after the Tower of Babel incident? It was Egypt. So, let’s talk about that nation, as far as their witchcraft practices. From the outset you need to understand that these people were saturated in witchcraft, as a part of everything they did, in every level of society. It is no wonder God judged them with the ten plagues. 

	 

	“Even though witches are today mostly associated with Halloween and the Salem witch trials, witches have been around for centuries. This is nothing new. The ancient Egyptians were known to practice various forms of witchcraft with a mathematical precision.” 

	 

	It’s crazy how much the Egyptians had their witchcraft down to a science. They even made a business out of it. 

	 

	“From everyday healing to treachery in the court, magic (witchcraft) pervaded every aspect of the ancient Egyptian life.” 

	 

	Their term for magic was “heka.” They believed the world was made by magical (heka) forces that they could tap into for the manipulation of the world, so they would get what they wanted. But Heka was also the name for one of their deities.

	 

	“All deities and people were thought to possess this force to some degree, but there were rules about why and how it could be used.” 

	 

	“Instead of fearing witches, the ancient Egyptians viewed them with reverence and as a necessity. A witch in ancient Egypt could be called upon to solve any number of problems facing an ordinary citizen. People who controlled the magic were the priests.” 

	 

	So, those depicted in a lot of their artwork are witches (Egyptian priests). 

	 

	“They were the guardians of knowledge bestowed upon humans by the gods so that they could ward off the negative hands of fate. There were different levels of priests (witches). By the first millennium BC, magic was no longer only in the hands of the priests. Witchcraft then began to permeate the whole public sector. It fell to individual magicians and witches who then could control magic to help the people. Midwives and nurses were said to have magic about them to help the sick and women in childbirth. It was also written that wise women might be consulted if a ghost or deity was believed to be causing trouble for someone.” 

	 

	Of course, that last sentence is talking about necromancy, which God condemns. It is exactly the same practice we see today with psychics and mediums consulting spirits (demons). In Egypt, they did it to see what was causing this person trouble in life, and also for healing. So, again, witchcraft was in every aspect of their society. 

	 

	Now, let’s start going through their layers of witches, with the “Lector” priests being the biggest dogs, having highest status and the most popularity. 

	 

	“The most respected users of magic were the lector priests, who could read the ancient books of magic kept in the temple and palace libraries.” 

	 

	Why was that ability to read so important? It was because hardly anyone in those days could. So, in a witchcraft sense, these lector priests had access to the “good” stuff, which was the evil texts. They mostly worked for the king, but also grabbed some cash on the side when lectors had their service hired out by average Joe-ites.

	 

	“Such men were credited with the power to bring wax animals to life or roll back the waters of a lake.” 

	 

	What does that sound like? Of course, it is very similar to what Moses did, except his was on a much grander scale with an entire sea. And I’m thinking that wasn’t by chance, as we’ll see in a minute. And it was these lector witches that Moses went up against when he approached Pharaoh and demanded him to, “Let my people go.” In that story with the snake fight Moses and Aaron started, it wasn’t just magicians like we have perform here in Las Vegas. Moses was going up against witches, competing with Egyptian witchcraft. I want to give you some transcript from the movie most of us have seen, and many of us multiple times: The Ten Commandments. Let’s remind ourselves of that first encounter Moses had with the witches of Egypt: 

	 

	Egyptian: “What kingdom has sent you?” 

	 

	Moses: “The Kingdom of the Most-High.” 

	 

	Egyptian: “What gifts do you bring?” 

	 

	Moses: “We bring you the Word of God.” 

	 

	Rameses II: “What is this word?” 

	 

	Moses: “Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, ‘Let my people go.’” 

	 

	Rameses II: “Slaves are mine. Their lives are mine. All that they own is mine. I do not know your God, nor will I let Israel go.” 

	 

	Moses: “Who are you to make their lives bitter in hard bondage? Man shall be ruled by law, not by the will of other men.” 

	 

	Rameses II: “Who is this God that I let your people go?” 

	 

	Moses: “Aaron, cast down my staff before Pharaoh that he may see the power of God.” 

	 

	Aaron: “In this you shall know that the Lord is God.” 

	 

	Aaron throws the staff on the floor in front of the Pharaoh. 

	 

	Rameses II’s son: “Mother, Mother, he turned his staff into a cobra.” 

	 

	Rameses II’s wife: “Nothing of his will harm you my son.” 

	 

	Rameses II: “The power of your God is a cheap magician’s trick.” 

	 

	Rameses calls on his Lectors, Jannes and Jambres: “Jannes!” 

	 

	Jannes and Jambres also put their staffs on the ground, turning them into cobras, after which Moses’ serpent consumes the other two. 

	 

	Rameses II’s son: “Mother look!” 

	 

	Egyptian Magician: “Jannes, you see?” 

	 

	Rameses II’s wife: “Moses’ serpent swallows up the others.” 

	 

	Moses: “You gave me this staff to rule over scorpions and serpents, but God made it a rod to rule over kings. Hear His Word Ramses; and obey.” 

	 

	Rameses II: “Obey? Moses, Moses, are there no magicians in Egypt that you have come back to make serpents out of sticks or cause rabbits to appear?” 

	 

	Rameses II’s son walks over to Moses and kicks his staff with his foot. The crowd laughs. 

	 

	You’re going to regret that! So, our study adds another element to this story. Who is Moses going up against? They were witches practicing witchcraft. And we’ll talk about how those lectors were able to mimic a couple of acts God performed through Moses. But why did Moses and Aaron get that dismissive response from Pharaoh? It was because Pharaoh had seen that done before by his own Egyptian lector witches. So, he thought, “Whoop-de-doo-da. Our witches can do the same thing. Why listen to you?”

	

	But how in the world were these lectors able to mimic some of the signs from God that Moses gave; like turning his staff into a snake? We find the answer in Exodus 7 and 8. Why did God give Moses and Aaron supernatural powers to do these miracles in the first place? It was to confirm their message. God knew Pharaoh was going to want a sign. So, God granted them that ability. And it must have been an ominous message for Pharaoh’s court when Aaron’s snake devoured both of the lectors’ serpents. Instead of the Hollywood version, if we actually look at the Biblical account in Exodus, we find these details: 

	 

	“Twice more, Pharaoh’s magicians were able to perform miracles to match the signs of Moses and Aaron. The first plague that Moses called down upon the Egyptians was a plague of blood. The magicians (witches) were also able to turn water into blood as Moses had done to the Nile River. The second plague was a horde of frogs sent among the Egyptian people, and the magicians summoned their own frogs as well adding to Egypt’s problem rather than alleviating it. After this, however, the magicians’ power stopped, as they were unable to replicate any further plagues.

	 

	The Egyptian lectors had to admit they were outmatched, which is a very powerful and important lesson for anyone involved in the occult today. Satan may give you a bit of ability, but it’s nothing compared to God. The devil is duping you so recognize God as the Supreme power, drop your vastly inferior occult practices, and run to Jesus Christ. But again, how were those Egyptian magicians able to replicate some of what Moses did? Well, instead of just smoke and mirrors, if they were really able to manifest those things, it was obviously satanic. Scripturally, we know satan is powerful, he masquerades as an angel of light, and uses his power to deceive people by counterfeiting miracles, signs, and wonders. Although the devil’s abilities are nothing like God’s, he has some and I would say that is how those head witches were able to perform that witch magic. 

	 

	“The Egyptian magicians were eventually stymied by God’s power. They were unable to summon gnats, turn the sky dark, call down hailstones, or duplicate any of the other plagues. God’s power is great enough to defeat, both man’s conniving and satan’s power, with ease.” 

	 

	Now, let me give you one more aspect of the Exodus events, and it has to do with Pharaoh calling out that certain name when he summoned his witches to battle Moses. The person was, Jannes, and he’s actually found in the New Testament, along with Pharaoh’s other lector witch, Jambres. This is what we see in 2 Timothy 3:8-9, and the context for this passage is Paul describing last-days (our modern days) wickedness: 

	 

	“Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these men oppose the truth, men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. But they will not get very far, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone.” 

	 

	Adding to that history, though I can’t say, “Thus saith the Lord,” because this further evidence comes from Jewish tradition in the Talmud (Jewish oral law), there are a couple other nuggets of information adding some possible detail to the Bible’s Exodus account. Again, for what it’s worth, this is from the longstanding Jewish beliefs about Jannes and Jambres, the two chief witches of pharaoh that went up against Moses and Aaron: 

	 

	“According to one midrash, Talmud commentary, the two magicians left Egypt with the Israelites after the first Passover and were later instrumental in promoting the worship of the golden calf that Aaron made.” 

	 

	Again, those details are not from the Christian Bible but do add a couple of interesting elements to consider, because when many of us watched The Ten Commandments, we were thinking, “After all of the Israelites saw God do to them, with the plagues and then even parting an entire sea, how in the world could they rebel and go wicked so quickly just because Moses took a trip up the mountain?” Moses came back down to see some pretty bad behavior. So, he smashed the tablets that God had written His commandments on. Then he told the Levites to go get those horrible people, at which point a bunch of the idol worshiping Israelites died. Jewish tradition says it was these two witches, Jannes and Jambres, that led or joined that sinful group. Again, we cannot say that information comes as a, “Thus saith the Lord” statement, but maybe those guys had something to do with the Israelites quick descent into corruption. 

	 

	Also, according to Jewish tradition, Jannes and Jambres “continued to exert a wicked influence on Israel” and were identified as the “two servants of Balaam.” Again, it’s just conjecture, though it adds some interesting possible aspects to the story. But Paul confirmed that Jannes and Jambres were real people when he mentioned them in the God-inspired writings of the New Testament. And notice that Paul used their names in association with the occult and witchcraft, saying these guys were rebellious against God, just as it will be again in the last days. So, do we see that today? Yes! Here in these last days, we definitely see a widespread rise in witchcraft around the world. Luckily, Paul was letting us know these witches are not going to get very far. “Their folly will be clear to everyone.” And when Jesus comes back to judge the planet, it will be a hard lesson learned for the occultists, to say the least.

	 

	Now, let’s get back to more on Egypt’s lector priests, whose main job was to protect the king. 

	 

	“A lector priest recited spells and hymns during temple rituals and official ceremonies. Such priests also sold their services to the laymen, reciting texts during private rituals or at funerals. They were ‘hired witch-guns.’ As such, they were some of the most prominent practitioners of ‘magic,’ (heku or heka,) in ancient Egypt.” 

	The lectors were said to have done amazing feats. And besides being in charge of magic, attending the king, and helping average Joes, lector witches were also responsible for the Egyptian beliefs and practices concerning the afterlife. In fact, you may be familiar with at least one of their tools: the “Book of the Dead”, which we’ll take a closer look at later. 

	 

	Again, in Egypt, witchcraft was in almost every aspect of society and not just for the people who were alive, but also helping with anything having to do with a successful afterlife. As an example, I want to give you this afterlife papyrus, depicting an internal wall in the Pyramid of Unas, built for Pharaoh Unas, who was the final king of the fifth dynasty: 

	 

	Looking at it, you might think the papyrus only shows a wealthy pharaoh’s animals and other possessions he had during his life. But instead, it is all magic spells, just like the insides of other Egyptian tombs and sarcophagi (coffins). It all has to do with their witchcraft. I’m telling you; this culture was steeped in it. The papyrus shows on the pyramid walls, having hundreds of magical spells and inscriptions, running from the floor to the ceiling in vertical columns. But instead of calling them what they are, the name given to those magic-spells, witchcraft writing on the insides of their pyramids, is just plain old, “pyramid texts.” And these pyramid texts “contain spells needed by the pharaoh in order to survive the afterlife.” So, these people were all about witchcraft techniques during life, and then completely relied upon it after death. Unfortunately, it is too late for them because now they are in hell. 

	 

	“The pyramid texts were strictly for the royalty only; the spells were kept secret from commoners and were written only inside the tombs.” 

	 

	The rich guys were the only people allowed to have the best witchcraft, until it ended up permeating the rest of the society. How did that happen? We will get to that in a second. So, the lector priests, serving the king, were the only people who could read, they had stored the magic away in libraries, and even when they did write the spells out in public, the writings were only allowed on the inside walls of the pyramids where no average Joe-ite would see them. But the information did finally get out, and that spread resulted from the tomb raiders. It was Indiana Jones who let those black cats out of the witches’ bags and messed everything up. Actually, all this happened in Egypt way before the Indiana Jones movies, but listen to this: 

	 

	“Tomb robbers broke into the pyramids and saw the magical inscriptions. Commoners began learning the spells and inscribed similar writings on the sides of their own coffins, hoping that doing so would ensure their own survival in the afterlife.” 

	 

	Of course, commoners could not afford a pyramid, so they were buried in a coffin. You remember that we had the “pyramid texts” and now you can probably guess what they call these writings on the outsides of the average Joe’s casket. Yes, they are the “coffin texts.” 

	 

	Those coffin texts then began to spread, but still some could not even afford a coffin. So, they had this information put with their dead bodies, so the spells started to be written on papyrus (their version of paper). Then when grave robbers began to discover that witchcraft was put on papyrus paper, in these people’s resting places, of course, they started to call them “papyrus texts.” From now on, when you see Egyptian history and they are mentioning papyrus texts, pyramid texts, or coffin texts, you’ll understand where the names came from, and also know it’s all witchcraft. They are not describing animals, creating fancy artwork, or including the dead guy’s favorite poem; it is all heavy-duty occult witchcraft. 

	 

	“Eventually, the coffin texts became so extensive, that they no longer fit on the outside of a coffin. Instead, they began to be recorded on scrolls of papyrus, which would then be placed inside the coffin with the deceased’s own corpse.” 

	 

	So, at this point the cat was out of the bag, with copies of these witchcraft spells everywhere, and everyone able to access the magic spells. With all the different copies and versions floating around, what do you suppose they did next? They compiled it all into books, the most famous of which people have come to call, The Book of the Dead. Its real name though is, The Book of Coming Forth by Day, and it is all about witchcraft. 

	 

	The Book of the Dead depicts a set of scales, and there is a term you might have heard that is represented there: “You just need to weigh it in your heart.” That phrase actually comes from occult practices in Egypt, and the scales are about determining whether you’re a good or rotten person, resulting in a positive or negative afterlife. 

	 

	“There are hundreds of different versions of ‘The Book of the Dead’, all of them containing different spells. Egyptologists have identified more than four hundred different spells belonging to ‘The Book of the Dead’ collectively.”

	 

	So, there were a multitude of versions, causing people to codify and classify them based on their purpose. Once books got out into widespread public use, witchcraft was all over society. And remember, this was just spells concerning the afterlife. We haven’t yet talked about the average Egyptian’s everyday witchcraft. But as this afterlife information proliferated through Egyptian society, its popularity gave rise to a whole industry because now everyone wanted to get their hands on these spells, and also find out how to use them. From here and forward, every Egyptian who thought they might one day die, which was probably all of them, wanted to have a successful afterlife. So, they felt they needed this magic, or they’d be (dead) toast! And people who knew nothing about how to write, which were most, paid for the services of those who did know, making a new business for scribes. Suddenly scribes were making money hand over fist for copying manuscripts. Customers would have the manuscript buried with his or her corpse. Some were up to ninety feet long with beautiful color illustrations to illuminate the text, while others were short with no illustrations. Just like today, I guess it was whatever a person could afford. 

	 

	“The scrolls were copied before they were bought, meaning that the name of the owner was unknown. As such, the scribes would leave the places for the person’s name blank and fill it in after the scroll was purchased.” 

	 

	Apparently, much like our “form letters,” they developed “form papyri,” that became mass-produced and distributed witchcraft, infecting every aspect of the society. But let’s talk about what kind of beliefs it took to make witchcraft so important to these people. Why did they need spells and occult items like amulets to carry around with them? And how did witchcraft become such a necessity for their afterlife? Well, here is that answer in a nutshell: I want to give you the story of “Ani” and how it relates to their perceived need for magic in the afterlife, which led to their Book of the Dead and why they also needed witchcraft during life. Without witchcraft, they assumed their life would be ruined, and even more so with their afterlife. This is the history of what happened to this guy named, Ani, who was a real Egyptian human. This story is based on the writings that were found at his burial site. Here is the video transcript about the witchcraft he banked on to give him a good life: 

	 

	“Ani stands before a large golden scale where the jackal-headed god, Anubis, is weighing his heart against a pure ostrich feather. Ani was a real person, a scribe from the Egyptian city of Thebes, who lived in the 13th century BC. Depicted here is a scene from his ‘Book of the Dead’, a 78-foot papyrus scroll designed to help him attain immortality. Such funerary texts were originally written only for pharaohs. But with time, the Egyptians came to believe regular people could also reach the afterlife if they succeeded in the passage.” 

	 

	Ani’s epic journey begins with his death. His body is mummified by a team of priests who remove every organ except the heart (the seat of emotion, memory, and intelligence). It is then stuffed with a salt called natron and wrapped in resin-soaked linen. In addition, the wrappings are woven with charms for protection and topped with a heart-scarab amulet that will prove important later on. The goal of the two-month process is to preserve Ani’s body as an ideal form, with which his spirit can eventually reunite. But first, that spirit must pass through the Duat or Underworld. This is a realm of vast caverns, lakes of fire, and magical gates, all guarded by fearsome beasts, snakes, crocodiles, and half-human monstrosities with names like, ‘He who dances in blood.’

	 

	To make things worse, Apep, the Serpent God of Destruction, lurks in the shadows waiting to swallow Ani’s soul. Fortunately, Ani is prepared with the magic contained within his ‘Book of the Dead.’ Like other Egyptians who could afford it, Ani customized his scroll to include the particular spells, prayers, and codes he thought his spirit might need. Equipped with this arsenal, our hero traverses the obstacles, repels the monsters’ attacks, and stealthily avoids Apep to reach the hall of Maat, Goddess of Truth and Justice. Here, Ani faces his final challenge. He is judged by 42 assessor gods who must be convinced that he has lived a righteous life. Ani approaches each one, addressing them by name and declaring a sin he has not committed. Among these negative confessions or declarations of innocence, he proclaims that he has not made anyone cry, is not an eavesdropper, and has not polluted the water. But did Ani really live such a perfect life? Not quite. But that is where the heart-scarab amulet comes in. It’s inscribed with the words: ‘Do not stand as a witness against me,’ precisely so Ani’s heart doesn’t betray him by recalling the time he listened to his neighbors fight or washed his feet in the Nile.” 

	 

	Now it’s Ani’s moment of truth: the weighing of the heart. If his heart is heavier than the feather, weighed down by Ani’s wrongdoings, it will be devoured by the monstrous Ammit, that is part crocodile, part leopard, part hippopotamus. Ani will cease to exist forever. But Ani is in luck. His heart is judged pure. Ra, the Sun god, takes him to Osiris, god of the Underworld, who gives him final approval to enter the afterlife. In the endless and lush field of reeds, Ani meets his deceased parents. Here, there is no sadness, pain or anger, but there is work to be done. Like everyone else, Ani must cultivate a plot of land, which he does with the help of a Shabti doll that had been placed in his tomb. Today, the papyrus of Ani resides in the British Museum, where it has been since 1888. Only Ani, if anyone knows what really happened after his death, but thanks to his ‘Book of the Dead’, we can imagine him happily tending his crops for all eternity.” 

	Actually, Ani has been burning in hell and will do so for all eternity. Unfortunately, that is the fact. But notice the scales that weigh their life. And hearing that story, we may think, “Those crazy Egyptians. How can they fall for those lies?” But just as I do, you probably know, people right here in the United States of America who claim the same belief? They say, “Hey, as long as our good deeds outweigh the bad, God will let us into Heaven.” Where do you think that comes from? Again, there is nothing new under the sun. On top of that, if we are to believe this Ani guy’s claims on how the afterlife works, what kind of a God would it be if we can just pull a fast one on Him by placing a beetle over our heart to lie and cheat our way into a wonderful afterlife? That would be a pretty dumb god. 

	 

	And what about how Egyptians would mummify the corpses? Why were they so big on that? It was to help the body survive as long as possible. 

	 

	“The Egyptians believed that a person’s soul could only survive in the afterlife for as long as his or her physical body survived here on Earth.” 

	 

	And that is why we hear from different movies, that we should not touch or destroy a mummy. Also, during the death rituals, Egyptians had a ceremony for the point just before someone’s body was to be sealed inside the tomb. It was called, “The opening of the mouth,” as depicted here:

	 

	“In this ritual, the priests would touch various magical instruments, performing witchcraft, to various parts of the deceased’s body, thereby giving the deceased the ability to see, hear, taste, and smell in the afterlife.” 

	 

	So, the mainstream Egyptian society felt they needed witchcraft all through their life, and supposed afterlife, or they would be in big trouble. Witchcraft permeated every aspect of their world. 

	 

	“Before a dead person was buried, his or her mummified corpse would be stuffed full of magic amulets and protective charms in order to ensure that he or she would be safe in the next world. The family would also place important grave goods inside the person’s tomb in order to ensure that he or she had everything he or she would need in the next life. Among these grave goods were small figurines made of glazed ceramic or wood known as shabti.”

	 

	Now, you might think those little guys are meant to depict someone’s friend or family member. Instead, the shabtis were there to be the dead guy’s afterlife slaves. Here’s what they believed: 

	 

	“The shabtis were intended as slaves for the deceased. The ancient Egyptians believed that physical labor was just as necessary in the afterlife as it was in the present one.”

	 

	As you’ll remember from Ani’s story, even with him supposedly ending up in the good place, he still has to work his little reed farm. And just like today, who would want to keep up that type of farm work for an eternity? No one would. So, this is how they fixed that part of their fiction: 

	 

	“As such, they believed that the deceased could cast a spell to animate these figurines so that he or she would be able to order them to perform tasks and chores in the afterlife so that the deceased would not be forced to perform any labor.”

	 

	Apparently, the Egyptians even included slavery in their supposed afterlife. And with that, we wrap up the information about lector priests. A second kind of Egyptian priest was the “Healing Priest,” who came up with all kinds of concoctions. Just like witches do today, with their potions containing something like the hair from a pig or maybe the popular, eye of the newt. Again, this is nothing new under the sun. This was even going on way back then.

	 

	“Ancient Egyptian physicians treated wounds with honey, resins and metals. In papyri the team also discovered prescriptions for laxatives of castor oil and colocynth, a gourd plant, and bulk laxatives of figs and bran, cumin and coriander were used as intestinal remedies.”

	I guess Mr. Kellogg, who we credit for creating modern-day cereal, was just a Johnny-come-lately.

	 

	“They used celery and saffron for rheumatism and pomegranate was used to eradicate tapeworms.”

	 

	The Greeks are typically credited with the birth of medicine, but this is why historians believe it was actually the Egyptians. And again, that agrees with the biblical account of the Egyptian civilization coming to prominence, followed by Greece. So, the Egyptians were really the fathers of medicine. But, of course, what was that medicine based on? It was witchcraft, just like the Greeks practiced with aspects of it like their little snake on a pole; the same snake and pole that the AMA (American Medical Association) adopted as their logo. We will talk about Greece in the next chapter. 

	 

	“Magic was not so much an alternative to medical treatment as a complementary therapy. Surviving medical-magical papyri contained spells for the use of doctors. The spells were often targeted at the supernatural beings that were believed to be the ultimate cause of diseases. As we saw before, knowing the names of these beings gave the magician (witch) power to act against them. Since demons were thought to be attracted by foul things, attempts were sometimes made to lure them out of the patient’s body with dung. At other times a sweet substance such as honey was used, to repel them.”

	 

	I would say he or she is not such a good doctor if their diagnosis requires some sort of doodie (feces) treatment. But these healing priests claimed that sweet substances like honey could be used to keep demons away from a person, and if you want to lure demons out of the patient’s body, excrement will do that job.

	 

	“Another technique was for the doctor to draw images of deities on the patient’s skin. The patient then licked these off, to absorb their healing power.”

	 

	“Collections of healing and protective spells were sometimes inscribed on statues and stone slabs (stelae) for public use.” 

	 

	Again, this is nothing new under the sun. 

	 

	“Doctors were extremely expensive, so, for most everyday purposes, the average Egyptian would have relied on individuals who were not professional doctors, but who possessed some form of medical training or knowledge.” 

	 

	No matter the level of society, they all used witchcraft. And if the average Joe-ite could not afford a top surgeon, they would go to a local guy, who might know a bit about it, even without the professional training. 

	 

	“Among these individuals were folk healers and seers, who could set broken bones, aid mothers in giving birth, proscribe herbal remedies for common ailments, and interpret dreams.” 

	 

	Maybe relying on witchcraft interpretation of dreams, was their problem. And unfortunately, isn’t that still all the rage today? 

	 

	“If a doctor or seer was unavailable, then everyday people would simply cast their spells on their own without assistance.” 

	 

	So, if they could not afford any level of witchdoctor, they needed to be like that survivalist guy from Man vs. Wild, British Bear, who just does everything himself to survive, whether he has to eat a few bugs, or whatever. 

	 

	“Although most Egyptians were illiterate, it was likely commonplace for individuals to memorize spells and incantations for later use.” 

	 

	Average Egyptians may not have been able to read anything else, but even they knew their witchcraft. This tells you how permeated their society was with witchcraft. Like the Babylonians, the ancient Egyptians saw no distinction between witchcraft and medicine. Witchcraft was their medicine. 

	 

	That covers the lector and healing priests. A third class of witchcraft priests were the “Scorpion-Charmers.” 

	 

	“Lower in status were the scorpion-charmers, who used magic to rid an area of poisonous reptiles and insects.” 

	 

	There you have the ancient exterminators. If Egyptians had a problem with poisonous reptiles, this would be the guy for the job. Again, all these were depicted on the inner walls of pyramids, just like these women who are also using witchcraft, and in this case, it is being used to help deliver babies: 

	 

	“Midwives and nurses also included magic among their skills, and wise women might be consulted about which ghost or deity was causing a person trouble.” 

	 

	Of course, if you could not afford even an untrained person and you did not know how to do the witchcraft yourself, once again, you could resort to amulets. As we saw before, amulets were prevalent. 

	 

	“Amulets were another source of magic power, obtainable from ‘protection-makers,’ who could be male or female.” 

	 

	So, if they could not afford the super witchdoctor or a lower-tier witchdoctor, and they couldn’t even get that scorpion-charmer dude to lend a hand, their last alternative was to buy one of those amulets that they used for spells, protection, and magic and people wore or carried them on their bodies wherever they went. 

	 

	“They were considered supernatural fighters and their job was to protect the home, especially at night when the forces of chaos were felt to be at their most powerful.” 

	 

	And amazingly, that is something people still believe today. 

	 

	“Egyptians of all classes wore protective amulets, which could take the form of powerful deities or animals or use royal names and symbols. Other amulets were designed to magically endow the wearer with desirable qualities, such as long life, prosperity and good health.” 

	 

	Amulets were also used as good luck charms. They were not just for the living but were also used for the dead to supposedly help make it to the desired afterlife. Today, we wear jewelry for the look of it, but with these people, it was all about the witchcraft; it served a purpose. There is even an amulet that a pregnant woman had better hurry up and get. 

	 

	The Egyptian Tauret Amulet was in recognition of their goddess of childbirth. If you wore this amulet, it would supposedly protect you from miscarriage. And after the baby is born, they had to take that one off and put on another one.

	 

	The Egyptian god, “Bes,” was supposed to be the protector of children, although he looked a bit strange with the head of a lion and the body of a dwarf. I guess children are initially dwarfish so that may be why Bes was chosen. Now, here is the most popular amulet that most of us will recognize because it’s all over the world today, the Ankh. 

	 

	Though the Egyptian Ankh is widespread, even in our times, most do not understand what they’re even wearing, but the occult does. The ankh represents “eternal life.” It resembles a “T” with a loop on the top. The hieroglyphics show that people didn’t just carry the ankh willy-nilly: the loop acted as a handle. 

	 

	The Egyptian gods and goddesses carried it by the loop. Now, why would that be important? Since the ankh symbolized life, the life force, and eternal life, the story goes that the gods and goddesses would hold it up to the pharaohs’ noses to transfer that life force to the pharaohs so that they could in turn disseminate it to the people. The gods would hold it up to the king’s nose in the gesture of basically offering him the breath of life: 

	 

	Another translation of the “ankh” is interesting because it parallels occult witchcraft’s obsession with mirrors.

	 

	Some of the old-fashioned hand-held mirrors you’ve seen, probably look similar to this. That style came from Egypt’s symbol of the ankh. In fact, all kinds of items in Egyptian culture were in this shape which symbolized life and eternal life, including mirrors, mirror cases, floral bouquets, libation vessels, and the sistra, which is a musical instrument. And, of course, they were put all over the insides of the pyramids. Here in modern times, occultists are still into ankhs, especially the goth subculture involving the vampire genre. 

	 

	Gothic culture appreciates the ankh’s connotation of eternal life, as well as the dark implications. But it is not just the goth people. Many witches today add these ankhs to their collection of witchcraft objects, just like this lady, who picked herself up one of these when shopping at her local witchcraft store. Here is the transcript of a video about that, with a narrator speaking first and then a woman who did some shopping at an online witch store: 

	 

	“The ankh is an old and ancient symbol that the Egyptians carried throughout their culture. The symbol is an Egyptian hieroglyphic for life or breath of life. And as the Egyptians believed that one’s earthly journey was only a part of an internal life; the ankh symbolizes both mortal existence and the afterlife. The ankh has a cross shape, but with an oval loop in place of an upper bar.” 

	 

	“Hey, everybody, I just wanted to show you my shopping, witchy haul today. I did a little bit of shopping because I wanted to buy some things. Isn’t this gorgeous? Look at that. (She is showing a large ankh.) It’s kind of hard to see it, but it’s Egyptian. Isn’t that beautiful? I bought this from www.thewitchesmoon.com. So, I bought that from them. I have never purchased their boxes. But when I saw this, I loved it. And then, I’ve got this here. Isn’t that cute. (She is showing a pentagram.) It’s like thick ceramic. So, the quality is good. It’s a lot nicer than I thought it would be.”

	 

	Yeah, it’s nice if you’re into pentagrams and other occult witchcraft. But this is still going on today as we’ll see later when we get more into witchcraft practices. Another popular amulet back then, was one you’ve probably seen in artwork: the Egyptian Eye of Horus was used for power and protection:

	 

	“The Eye of Horus represented the new eye given to Horus by the god Thoth as a replacement for his old eye, which had been destroyed during a battle with Horus’s uncle Seth.”

	 

	Don’t you hate it when that happens? You are having a pleasant Thanksgiving dinner until a family fight erupts, and pretty soon, someone loses an eye. I guess that may not be in all families. But amulets represented gods, animals, or hieroglyphs and were made of ceramic, stone, metal, bone, wood, and gold. Again, everyone in Egyptian society was getting into witchcraft. A common amulet was the scarab beetle, which symbolized their god, “Khepri,” who had a beetle head. I don’t know about you, but that dude would freak me out. Now let’s get into some of their techniques. First of all, timing was important:

	 

	“Dawn was the most favorable time to perform magic, and the magician had to be in a state of ritual purity. This might involve abstaining from sex before the rite and avoiding contact with people who were deemed to be polluted, such as embalmers or menstruating women or those who ate chicken; well, maybe not that last one. Ideally, the magician would bathe and then dress in new or clean clothes before beginning a spell.”

	 

	And again, this is nothing new under the sun because, of course, Harry Potter wasn’t the first to use a wand: 

	 

	“Metal wands, representing the snake goddess ‘Great of Magic,’ were carried by some practitioners of magic. Semi-circular ivory wands, decorated with fearsome deities, were symbols of the authority of the magician to summon powerful beings, and to make them obey him or her.”

	 

	“Some of the ivory wands may have been used to draw a protective circle around the area where a woman was to give birth, or to nurse her child. The wands were engraved with the dangerous beings invoked by the magician to fight on behalf of the mother and child. They are shown stabbing, strangling, or biting evil forces, which are represented by snakes and foreigners.”

	 

	They not only had wands like the ivory one above, but also used witchcraft spells everywhere in Egypt, as people all over the world do still today. 

	 

	Again, the average Joe couldn’t read, so, spells were used more by the higher ups and kept in libraries. They were also passed down through families, which is probably why there is still so much of it in their society to this day. 

	 

	“A spell usually consisted of two parts: the words to be spoken and a description of the actions to be taken. To be effective, all the words, especially the secret names of deities, had to be pronounced correctly. So, pronouncing it correctly has been important for a long time; again, showing this is nothing new under the sun. The words might be spoken to activate the power of an amulet, a figurine, or a potion. These potions might contain bizarre ingredients such as the blood of a black dog or the milk of a woman who had born a male child. Music and dance, and gestures such as pointing and stamping could also form part of a spell.”

	 

	They not only performed spells, but also curses. 

	 

	These writings say they would use “destructive” magic, but of course, whether black, white, green, good, or destructive, it’s all witchcraft, and all bad. So, the idea today that only some witchcraft is destructive, is just an illusion they attempt to sell us. 

	 

	“The names of foreign enemies and Egyptian traders were inscribed on clay pots, tablets, or figurines of bound prisoners. These objects were then burned, broken, or buried in cemeteries in the belief that this would weaken or destroy the enemy.” 

	 

	In temples, priests would perform curse ceremonies, which may be where the idea of the “curse of the mummy” comes from. They would also put curses on the enemies of the kings, and they believed acquiring an item that was owned by the intended victim, such as hair, nail clippings, or bodily fluids, would make the curse even more potent. Again, that still goes on today, further proving this is nothing new under the sun. Here is more on their so-called destructive magic, which is bad just like every version of witchcraft: 

	 

	“This kind of magic was turned against King Ramesses III by a group of priests, courtiers and harem ladies. These conspirators got hold of a book of destructive magic from the royal library and used it to make potions, written spells, and wax figurines with which to harm the king and his bodyguards. The treacherous harem ladies were able to obtain such substances as hair and body fluids, but the plot seems to have failed. The conspirators were tried for sorcery and condemned to death.” 

	 

	From our look at the ancient Egyptian witchcraft history, here’s an interesting point: Why, of all nations, did God send these devastating plagues upon Egypt? Yes, the Jewish people were slaves there for about four hundred years. But was there another reason He judged Egypt so severely? Well, when you take a look at the pervasive witchcraft throughout all of their society, that was neck deep in evil, I think there’s that other side of the story. God was also judging their witchcraft. Let’s list exactly what the devastating judgments were, as outlined in Exodus 7 through 12. This is what happened in Egypt around 1450 BC: 

	 

	“The Lord said to Moses, ‘I will harden Pharaoh’s heart that I may multiply My signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.’” 

	 

	It began with the Nile River being turned to blood so that crops were destroyed, causing dead fish to float to the surface of their blood-red, previously life-sustaining river. Drinking water became hard to find. Then came the infestations of frogs and lice; later, gnats and flies. After that was the death of all livestock, followed by every Egyptian experiencing a painful outbreak of boils. Then came the hailstorm, another infestation, (this time of locusts), and after that three days of darkness. Finally, since Pharaoh’s heart was still hard, all first-born children and first-born livestock of the Egyptians, died. With that last one, the Bible says every Egyptian house had someone dead in it, including the house of the pharaoh himself.

	 

	All that really happened to this huge Egyptian society back in those days. Again, why did God judge them? Well, it was certainly that Pharaoh was not letting the Israelites go. However, I think too that it was judgment for their cultural foundation of witchcraft. Their witchcraft practice probably adds a new layer to God demanding of Pharaoh: “Let My people go so that they may worship me, the One and Only true God.” Was God also saying to let His people go because they have no business being a part of the occult and witchcraft? He wanted them to worship Him alone and have nothing to do with Egyptian witchcraft. 

	 

	And, by the way, after God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, what response did he get from them? They whined and complained about how they had it better in Egypt, even with all that slavery. And you wonder why God reacted the way He did when Moses came down from the mountain to see that many Israelites had fallen into paganism so quickly after attaining their freedom. This witchcraft information adds more to the history. Was God being mean when many of those pagan worshiping Israelites were destroyed? No! He was saying something like, “Excuse me! I pulled you out of that slavery, witchcraft, and evil occult worship, yet now you want to tell me you’d rather go back, than be with Me.” 

	 

	Here’s something else interesting: God sent ten specific plagues to the Egyptians that seemed to target their witchcraft and all their false deities that they relied upon to aid in their witchcraft practice. As you can see, why was water turned to blood? It was because Egypt had Khnum, their god of the river’s source; Hapi, the spirit (demon) of the Nile and Osiris’ bloodstream was said to be the Nile. God let them know it is not those entities who are in charge; God is. Hapi was also the frog goddess of Egypt; Seb was the earth god of Egypt (lice); Uatchit was the fly god of Egypt; and Ptah, Mnevis, Hathor, and Amon were Egyptian gods associated with bulls and cows (livestock dying). Sekhmet was the Egyptian god of epidemics, along with Serapis and Imhotep who were the gods of healing (boils on Egyptians). God also sent hail because Nut was the Egyptian sky goddess. Isis and Seth were the Egyptian agriculture deities (crops destroyed). Shu was the Egyptian god of the atmosphere, and Serapia was the Egyptian deity who protected the locusts. 

	 

	Are you starting to see God’s message? He is saying that only the One true God has ultimate power. Why did God send three days of darkness? It was because Ra, Amon-ra, Aten, Alum, and Horus were the Egyptian sun gods, while Thoth was the Egyptian moon god. So, God let the Egyptians know they would not be getting any light from either of His celestial orbs. And last, why the deaths of the firstborn? You may know already that it was a response to Pharaoh setting himself up as a god, and then through that supposed authority, sending out an order to kill all firstborn of the Jewish people. God let them know that He alone is author of life and has the final decisions over the duration of all our lives. You will not die a day earlier or later than God has planned for you. So, why worry about it, right? 

	 

	God judged Egypt because of the slavery of His people, but He also specifically attacked every one of the deities that their whole society followed because of their foundation in witchcraft practices. And if God did not like witchcraft and the occult then, do you think He’s changed His mind since? Of course, the answer rhymes with “no.” And if God told the Egyptians to free His people from that witchcraft, do you think he wants us to be a part of it today? Absolutely not! He did not like it then and is still against it for us.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Five
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	The History of Witchcraft

	in Greece

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As a recap to remember the information better, don’t let anybody tell you Wicca is not, by definition, witchcraft. The practice is all over the world and people need protection from it, which only comes with first accepting Jesus Christ as your savior. Then, when you are a Christian, in the name and the authority of Jesus Christ, you do not have to be afraid of anything. We also looked at the history of witchcraft, which again proved there is nothing new under the sun. In fact, witchcraft dates back to ancient times with the Tower of Babel that was located in what is now modern-day Iraq. 

	 

	Just like the Bible records for us, witchcraft spread from Babylon to Egypt as we see from the hieroglyphics (spells and incantations) on Egyptian walls inside their pyramids, as well as on coffins and papyri. Egypt followed hard on the heels of Babylon with witchcraft everywhere in their society, just as it was in Babylon. The name of the Egyptian god, Heka, literally meant witchcraft, as does today’s Wicca. Heka was the Egyptian word for magic. They were not only soaked in witchcraft during their lives, but also after death, as we can see from what came out of their extensive practices: The Book of the Dead. Those practicing Egyptian witchcraft included Lector priests at the top, as well as healing priests, scorpion charmers and even the midwives, among others. Every aspect of society was into witchcraft. They carried around witchcraft amulets and used wands like those in the Harry Potter series. Egyptians also had curses. All that, probably explains part of the reason God sent the ten plagues. When God said, “Let my people go,” he was not just talking about slavery. That also meant, “Get my people away from that witchcraft.” Every one of those plagues that God put to Egypt was an attack on one of their false deities they worshiped in their practice of witchcraft. 

	 

	Also, according to the Bible, which again and again agrees with the archeological history, we see that the society arising after Egypt, was Greece. 

	 

	And that is exactly where the extensive practice of witchcraft went next. As I mentioned, that was mind blowing for me after being taught all our lives to revere the Greeks philosophers like Aristotle and my son’s favorite, Play-dough, whose colored dough he played with all the time while growing up. Hey, you try to make this stuff funny, right? Pray for me. Of course, I mean, Plato. Believe it or not, a lot of these ancient philosophers and mathematicians were involved with witchcraft. 

	 

	But before we get into that, let’s once again remind ourselves why God doesn’t like witchcraft, whether it’s in the past or future. From the beginning to the end of the Bible, God tells us to stay away from witchcraft. In fact, here in the last book of the Bible, in the final chapter, of all things for God to bring up as His final warning in Revelation 22:12-15, here is what Jesus says: 

	 

	“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed are those who wash their robes (get saved through Jesus,) that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city.”

	As we saw with the Egyptians, they thought they not only needed witchcraft in this life, but also for their afterlife where they would supposedly take a perilous journey, hoping to escape a god’s punishment by having a beetle over their heart to cover their lies. Of course, that’s an obvious bunch of baloney because we only need to get saved by accepting Jesus’ free gift of His sacrifice for us which will allow us into the gates of Heaven. Revelation continues: 

	 

	“Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.”

	 

	The word “magic” is “pharmakois” in the Greek, which is where we get “pharmakia” that is the practice of using drugs with occult teachings. As we saw earlier, in the first five books of the Bible, there are accounts about calling out witchcraft, including the Tower of Babel, in Genesis, as well as Deuteronomy and Leviticus where God says to stay away from the “abomination” of witchcraft. So, all that is right there at the beginning, then all the way through to the very last chapter and page of the Bible, where, one last time, God is saying what sounds like, “I’m telling you people that you better pay attention to this: ‘Do NOT get involved with witchcraft!’”

	 

	Think about that: God could have listed any one of a huge number of possible sins but what made the list there at the beginning, throughout, and then was even reiterated at the end? It is the abomination of witchcraft. God is displeased with it because the practice leads people straight to hell. Those who get involved with the occult don’t get saved through Jesus Christ so they will not make it through the gates to Heaven. This is a serious issue and a satanic trap God is warning about. Practicing witchcraft is no way to live in this life and not how we get to the next. I like what one guy said:

	 

	“God is a God of miracles. Satan is a performer of magic.” 

	 

	All the devil has is magic tricks, witchcraft. Satan does have considerable power, but it’s nothing compared to God. Relative to God, the amount of satan’s power is no more than a dust particle on the hair of a flea. And the devil’s power is even counterfeit, being made up of the lies, trickery, and the occult practice, including witchcraft. It is enough power to dupe us into thinking it’s something special, like what God can do, but it’s not at all and instead leads us astray, ultimately ending up in hell. That is why God doesn’t like it. But contrary to God’s wishes, people practice it today and have all throughout history, including where it started in Babylon and then spread to Egypt and Greek witchcraft culture. Just as the others before it, Greece was steeped in occult witchcraft. But usually when we think of Greek history and culture, it is not witchcraft. Instead, normally the Greek gods and mythology come to mind. 

	 

	Greek mythology has all the battles of titans and giants, but we don’t tend to think of the Greeks as being involved in witchcraft. Well, they certainly were in a big way, so let’s start with Greek witchcraft by taking a look at the top ten Greek gods in this video transcript: 

	 

	Narrator: “For this list, we’ve chosen our entries based on a combination of a deity’s power, popularity, and position in the Greek pantheon. 

	 

	Number ten, Artemus, goddess of the Hunt: The twin sister of Apollo, Artemus let her brother pluck the strings of the lyre. She was far more interested in plucking the strings of the bow. In addition to being the goddess of the hunt, she was also a goddess of fertility and childbirth; a neat trick for someone known as a virgin goddess. Artemus was happiest away from Olympus when she could run around the forest hunting with her virgin nymphs, works for us. 

	 

	Number nine, Hermes, god of Thieves and Travelers: The messenger of the gods, Hermes was quite a trickster. As a baby, he enraged his big brother, Apollo, by sneakily stealing all his cattle. Fortunately, Hermes created the lyre for Apollo, which smoothed things over. Later, Hermes took the job of accompanying dead souls to the underworld. He was known for his distinctive style, usually sporting a winged cap and carrying a caduceus; you know, that stick with the wings and snakes wrapped around it. 

	 

	Number eight, Aphrodite, goddess of Love: Born out of the foam of the sea, Aphrodite was, to put it bluntly, a hottie; so hot that Zeus quickly married her off to his son, Hephaestus, to keep the rest of the gods from fighting over her. But this goddess of love much preferred her brother in law, Ares, the god of war (must have made for some interesting family dinners). 

	 

	Number seven, Ares, god of war”: 

	 

	Ares talking to Aphrodite on the television show, Xena, Warrior Princess: “Danger excites you, and as you know, I am somewhat dangerous.”

	 

	Narrator: “It’s a good thing Aphrodite liked Ares, somebody had to.” 

	 

	Ares: “That’s the important thing.” 

	 

	Narrator: “With his mean streak and warlike disposition, the other Olympians tended to find him a little hard to handle. He usually hung out with some of the less sociable gods like the gods of Fear and Terror and the goddess of Discord. Proving that love is stronger than war, the child of Ares and Aphrodite is Harmonia, the goddess of Harmony. 

	 

	Number six, Apollo, god of Music and Light: The handsomest of the gods, Apollo kept his hand in everything. In addition to music and light, he is also associated with prophecy, medicine, plague, poetry, and a lot more busy guy. The Greeks held the Pythian Games every four years in Apollo’s honor. These eventually became what we know as the Olympics. So, if you want your country to bring home the gold, a little sacrifice to Apollo may be in order. 

	 

	Number five, Hera, goddess of Marriage: The queen of the Olympian gods, Hera was the goddess of marriage; but that didn’t stop her husband, Zeus, from cheating on her every time she turned her back. Hera was vindictive and mercilessly punished the women Zeus dallied with (and their kids, too). But she was revered by the Greeks, who honored her prominence in Olympus and her importance as a symbol of the family.” 

	 

	Hera talking to Zeus in the movie, Jason and the Argonauts: “You think it weak of me, my Lord?” 

	 

	Zeus: “Not weak, almost human.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Number four, Hades, god of the Underworld: The ruler of the dead, Hades is not one of your life of the party gods.” 

	 

	Zeus talking to Hades in the movie, Hercules: “How are things in the underworld?” 

	 

	Hades: “Well, they’re just fine; you know, a little dark, a little gloomy, and as always, full of dead people. What are you gonna do?” 

	 

	Narrator: “Hey, if you spent most of your time in a dark, sunless realm with moaning souls as company, you’d brood too. Still, there were some cool things about being Hades: He had all the gold and silver he wanted and an awesome helmet of invisibility. Take that Harry Potter!” 

	 

	Hades speaking after his horse blows out his flaming hair: “Whoa, is my hair out?” 

	 

	Narrator: “Number three, Athena, goddess of Wisdom. Like Aphrodite, Athena had an unusual birth. When Zeus complained of a fierce headache, Haphaestus split his head open with an axe and out popped Athena, goddess of Wisdom. Now, that is how to make an entrance. Athena was the patroness of the city of Athens, to which she gave a most precious gift: the olive tree. Greek cuisine would have been much poorer without her. 

	 

	Number two, Poseidon, god of the Sea: Much like the sea, over which he was the god, Poseidon was one moody character. One day he’s happily creating little islands in a smooth-as-glass sea, the next day it’s all hurricanes and earthquakes. Poseidon was one dude you did not want to have as your enemy. After all, it would not have taken Odysseus ten years to get back from the Trojan War if he hadn’t blinded Poseidon’s son and then bragged about it. 

	 

	“Before we unveil our top pick, here are a few honorable mentions: Haphaestus, god of Fire; Hestia, goddess of the Hearth; Demeter, goddess of the Harvest; Dionysus, god of Wine.

	 

	Number one, Zeus, god of the Sky: Zeus, the king of the gods, was even more powerful than his brother, Poseidon; and also, someone you didn’t want to get in a snit. He had a tendency to hurl thunderbolts. Zeus ruled over Olympus with a firm hand and loved his wife, Hera, but could not seem to keep things in his toga. The number of illegitimate children he fathered is titanic. Fortunately, his kids treated him better than Zeus did his own father. After overthrowing him, Zeus had him castrated.” 

	 

	Hey, do those sound like some wonderful “gods” to serve as our role models? No! Again, that is just a quick overview, but we could spend weeks studying the Greek gods, even though it’s all a bunch of baloney. And one of the sad parts is that even though Greece was founded not long after the flood, the Grecians had already back slid, degenerating into that craziness. 

	 

	Now, to deal with all their belief in these Greek gods, first we have to understand that multiple deities is not only unbiblical, it’s also illogical. Whether we use the biblical or secular definition, God is Supreme, which means that no other being is like Him. There is no other God. How could God be supreme if there are other gods? It is illogical. And the Bible says God is eternal; He cannot die. Yet, Greek mythology shows their supposed gods killing each other. Scripture also tells us God is holy. He does nothing wrong, so he commits no sins. But what kind of beings are these Greek gods? They’re just as sinful as man, because the mind of a man made them. They are not real gods. The Bible is clear when it tells us there is only one God, period! Here are some of those verses: 

	Deuteronomy 4:35: “You were shown these things so that you might know that the Lord is God; beside Him there is no other.” 

	 

	Deuteronomy 4:39: “Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in Heaven above and on earth below. There is no other.” 

	 

	1 Kings 8:60: “So that all the peoples of the Earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no other.” 

	 

	Isaiah 44:8: “Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 

	 

	Isaiah 45:5: “I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart for me there is no God.”

	 

	Unfortunately, even after God’s judgment with a worldwide flood, and then another at the Tower of Babel, Babylon and Egypt did not want to listen. As we will see in this chapter, neither did the Greeks. And with all three, it was not just that they got involved in polytheism (many gods), they each were also heavily into witchcraft. Just like Babylon and Egypt before them, the witchcraft religion of the Greeks was everywhere in their society, which illustrates what the Bible says about how we will all be worshiping something, even if we decide not to worship our Creator, God. Solomon tells us in Ecclesiastes that God has set eternity in our hearts, yet no one can fathom what He has done. One strong argument for the existence of God is that every culture on the planet innately wants to worship something higher than themselves. Where did that idea come from? It came from God so that we would desire to seek Him out. But again, unfortunately, satan uses that to lead people down the wrong path. 

	 

	The Greeks had different cities and tribes that worshiped a large variety of gods. It was originally a hodgepodge, but by the sixth century B.C. they had narrowed it down to what they called the “pantheon,” meaning “all gods.” “Pan” is “all.” The pantheon was made up of their twelve big guns they called the “Olympians.”

	So, they were still worshiping a lot of gods but narrowed the total to twelve. And unfortunately, the whole idea of multiple gods, like the Greek pantheon, is a belief we’re seeing a resurgence in today. 

	 

	As you can see, today we have a pantheon mentality being pushed across the world by a false prophet, or Pope, who is leading the effort. Proponents of this ecumenical movement say, “Let’s all just worship together,” “We all just need to get along,” and, “We must have only one central place of worship.” And guess where the prescribed place for that focal point is? It is the Catholic Vatican in Rome. In fact, Catholicism and the rest who are pushing for a one world religion want to build a universal worship center in Jerusalem, which is why they have their feet and nose involved with everything going on in Israel. With that ecumenical effort today, we are seeing a resurgence of the Greek’s polytheistic pantheon attitude. 

	 

	Now, when we think of the Pantheon “structure,” this is the place that comes to mind: The Pantheon of Rome was Built from 27 B.C. through 14 A.D. It was dedicated to the idea of all gods from all religions coming together in what is called, “syncretism.” To use a similar and popular word of today, Rome’s theology was sort of “multicultural.” And here is something I found interesting: The Pantheon was later renovated and used as a Catholic Church in 609 A.D., under Pope Bonifas IV. So, this center for the worship of multiple gods was a place that Catholicism moved into, while the same organization today just happens to be leading the exact same sort of movement with a pantheon-type attitude. 

	 

	Now, let’s get back to those twelve Olympians, who supposedly had their headquarters on Mount Olympus. I won’t give you a detailed look at all them, but we will look deeper into the more prominent Greek gods like Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, and Demeter. 

	 

	Mount Olympus is an actual mountain in Greece. As we saw earlier, somehow these gods lived on top of that mountain where they supposedly gathered to do all that evil, sinful, and rotten behavior. For being gods, they were very ungodly. And in the next chapter we will see that those ungodly gods from Greek witchcraft were transferred to the later civilization of the Romans practicing witchcraft. As the Greek culture’s world dominance faded, the Romans came in and took over, borrowing a lot of their beliefs from Greece, including the Greek gods. All Rome did was change the gods’ names. The Greek god Zeus became Jupiter. Hera was changed to Juno, Poseidon to Neptune, Demeter to Ceres, Athena to Minerva, Apollo stayed Apollo, Artemis became Diana, Aries was changed to Mars, Aphrodite to Venus, and Hephaestus, the god who supposedly invented fire, became Vulcan, which is obviously where Star Trek’s Spock got his cool techniques.

	 

	Hermes became Mercury, Hestia turned into Vesta, and Dionysus was converted to Bacchus. Why is it important to trace that trail? It is because that same witchcraft that passed from Greece to the Roman Empire was still in power when Jesus showed up, and the Church was born. The Greek temples were still in existence as the Church was saving people from their teachings. And when you understand what was going on in these temples, it helps explain some of the sins the early Church was still struggling with, including the Church of Corinth. 

	 

	That is what’s left today of Poseidon’s Temple in Corinth. If you read 1st and 2nd Californians—I mean, 1st and 2nd “Corinthians”—you’ll see that that Church there in Corinth was messed up! Praise God, his love for them is an example of how wide, deep, and wonderful His love, grace, and mercies are to still care for a Church like them. Paul had to address the Corinthians issues, and it took him two books. Besides Poseidon’s Temple, Corinth also had the Temple of Apollo that you can see the ruins of still to this day:

	 

	Ephesus also had occult issues, as evidenced by one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, which was a massive structure called the Temple of Artemus.

	 

	Acts 19 records that this actual location of that enormous tribute to Artemus is where Paul caused a citywide ruckus and riot by the people. But back in those days, the authorities knew how to put down riots, unlike some of our cities today. Let’s look at Acts 19:17-41, which is a long passage but we need to deal with it because these verses show that the people of that day not only worshiped Artemis, but it was also the practice of witchcraft: 

	 

	“When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in a high honor. Many of those who believed (born again) now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. A number who had practiced sorcery (witchcraft) brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. In this way the Word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.” 

	 

	In those days, a drachma was one full day’s wages. So, those people burned up 50,000 days of their labor. In today’s money, that is millions they just chucked into the fire. This history also demonstrates the kind of funds it took for those involved in witchcraft to buy their scrolls with their spells and incantations. 

	 

	“After this happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through Macedonia and Achaia. ‘After I have been there,’ he said, ‘I must visit Rome also.’ He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia while he stayed in the province of Asia a little longer. About that time there arose a great disturbance about the way. A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines at Artemis, the Temple of Artemis, brought in no little business for the craftsmen. (This was a money-making scheme.) He called them together, along with the workmen in related trades, and said: ‘Men, you know how we have received a good income from this business. And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at all.’” 

	 

	Yes, that’s right; Paul had been reading his Bible. What a concept. 

	 

	“There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty. When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’ Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one man into the theater. Paul wanted to appear before the crowd, but the disciples would not let him. Even some of the officials of the province, friends of Paul, sent him a message begging him not to venture into the theater. The assembly was in confusion; some were shouting one thing, some another. Most the people did not even know why they were there.” 

	 

	Boy! Doesn’t that not sound just like our society here in 2020 with all the senseless riots?

	 

	“The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and some of the crowd shouted instructions to him. He motioned for silence in order to make a defense before the people. But when they realized he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’ (These guys went nuts.) The city clerk quieted the crowd and said: ‘Men of Ephesus, doesn’t all the world know that the city of Ephesus is the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of her image, which fell from heaven? Therefore, since these facts are undeniable, you ought to be quiet and not to do anything rash. You have brought these men here, though they have neither robbed temples nor blasphemed our goddess. If then, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen have a grievance against anybody, the courts are open and there are proconsuls. They can press charges. If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly. As it is, we are in danger of being charged with rioting because of today’s events. In that case we would not be able to account for this commotion, since there is no reason for it.’ After he had said this, he dismissed the assembly.” 

	 

	They apparently knew how to deal with riots; unlike our pre-election time here in 2020. These people in Bible times did not stand down the police, to allow thugs to loot, and burn down businesses. They understood it was a bad idea to let mobs take over parts of cities. 

	 

	Here’s my point in bringing that up and remember that the Church was still dealing with this kind of worship when the Romans got it from the Greeks and just changed the name for Artemis to Diana: Artemis in Ephesus (Diana to the Romans) was their goddess of hunting and wilderness, as well as the supposed protector of unmarried girls. Her temple was considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. And Artemis (Diana) was also called the “Queen of Heaven,” which emphasized her fertility, protection, and childbearing. With that in mind, when you study Catholicism like we did in great detail with our series, Roman Catholicism & The Coming World Religion, that description of Artemis (the Roman Diana) sounds familiar because it is exactly what the Catholics have done in practice with Mary, even to the point of also calling her the Queen of Heaven. 

	 

	It makes me wonder where they got that title. First, we see how Roman Catholicism took over the pagan Roman Pantheon building that housed all the Roman gods, which is similar to the mindset Catholicism pushes today, with all the Catholic saints. Then Catholicism copied the Greek Artemis (Roman Diana) worship with their Queen of Heaven, only repackaging it as worshiping Mary, as the Catholic Queen of Heaven.

	 

	I’m also bringing all this up for another point that the book of Acts mentions: When Acts talks about the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus, what was the context? These new Christians were not just getting saved and walking away from Artemis, it also meant they were leaving witchcraft because temple worship was heavily involved in it. Going back to all the Greek gods, if you are unsure whether witchcraft permeated the Greek culture, they actually had the goddess, Hecate, who was literally their goddess of Witchcraft. 

	 

	In fact, some reports say she is the most ancient of the Greek gods; possibly influenced from Egypt, which also fits the biblical account. Let’s take a look at their goddess of Witchcraft in this video transcript: 

	“Hecate was the goddess of Magic, the lady of witches and sorcerers. She is the daughter of the Titan, Perses, the god of Destruction, and Titaness, Asteria. So, Hecate, also a Titaness, was a very powerful goddess and exercised her power in Heaven, earth, and in the underworld. However, during the war of Titans, she became an ally of Zeus, and for this she kept her powers and escaped from the prison in Tartarus. Even though she is a rather-worshiped deity in ancient Greece, the goddess was a friend of the goddess, Demeter, and helped her to find her daughter, Persephone, who had been kidnapped by Hades. Making use of her torches during nighttime searches, after having found Persephone, Hecate started to have the underworld as her dwelling place. 

	 

	The goddess is also cited as one of the participants of the clash between gods and giants known as the Gigantomachy, in which she fought alongside the gods of Olympus and was accountable for exterminating the giant, Clytius. The goddess of Magic is also the mother of one of the most famous witches of Greek mythology: Her name is Circe and her encounter with the hero, Ulysses, has been immortalized in the ‘Odyssey.’ Hecate was also the goddess of the Crossroads, the place where her offerings were made. And so, the goddess guided her worshipers throughout the best paths. She is then considered to be the protector of travelers. 

	 

	Hecate is often represented by three bodies or three heads because she was regarded as a three-fold goddess that had traits of a woman who was young, ancient, and a mother. The goddess was also a deity connected to births and deaths. Since Hecate is a goddess that rules passages, which are symbolized by doors, keys are a symbol of Hecate. The records of the goddess’s worship are extremely old, considering that Hecate is a really ancient goddess of Asian origin, and her worship was also present in ancient Greece long before the arrival of worship of the Olympic gods. The worship of the goddess of Magic remains alive today, being performed mainly by people who have been initiated in the arts of magic and sorcery. And if, during these rituals, dog barking is heard, then Hecate is around.” 

	 

	Actually, that would be a demon. But that is their goddess of Witchcraft legend. And as you saw, Hecate is one of the very oldest that came on the scene before all the other supposed gods. And this practice still goes on today because this is nothing new under the sun. Modern witchcraft is also called “neopaganism,” which means “new paganism” so it is just a revival of old paganism. And we see a massive resurgence of that today, extending all the way to us from its origins that certainly come from as far back at the Greeks, who most likely got it from the Egyptians. In fact, in Wicca today, Hecate is considered the “Triple goddess,” which is their version of the old crone witch (again, no family relation to me). 

	 

	So, even this ancient worship of the goddess of Witchcraft is still being practiced today in societies around the world, including ours. Hecate is often shown holding a pair of torches or a key, which is associated with her supposed job at the crossroads between one world and the next. So, you have to get through her to go where you would like to end up. But that whole realm would be a demonic course in a demonic place. Hecate is associated with magic, witchcraft, herbs, poisons, plants, necromancy, and sorcery. Some say Hecate’s origin goes all the way back to an Egyptian witchcraft goddess of similar spelling: 

	 

	Heqet is often shown with the head of a frog on a woman’s body. Like the Greek goddess, Hecate, Heqet is also associated with borders, walls, doorways, crossroads, and realms between the two worlds. Heqet was considered a household deity who protects those things associated with your home and family. And similarly, there is a “Hekataion” shrine built to worship Hecate, also supposedly for protection of a home.

	 

	This shrine was normally wood or stone carving with the larger ones enclosed in small walled areas that became a sort of enclave for the people’s Hecate-witch idol. Can you see where this description fits another religion we have today? This demonstrates more patterns of similarities with Catholicism’s Mary worship. 

	 

	Catholics are taught a parallel practice for Mary; they like to put her in a bathtub. At least, that is what I see, though it’s a variation with the shrine being put upright and around her. Mary statues are promoted by the Roman Catholic Church. Like Hecate, she is said to protect a Catholic’s home and family. Anyone else see a pattern there? Once you learn the history, including that of witchcraft and the occult, you’ll understand that many of the unbiblical practices in the supposedly Christian religions, like Catholicism, are actually just recycled paganism that includes witchcraft. Now, adding even more weight to the apt comparison of pagan worship and Catholicism, is another practice of Hecate worship: offering the goddess food. Exactly the same practice is what we see that Catholic leadership continues to teach today for their Mary.

	 

	That again proves how this is nothing new under the sun because it’s the exact same practice from witchcraft. 

	 

	I brought up the Bible passage about the Ephesians in the book of Acts, not only because Hecate was worshiped with shrines, having her own sanctuary in Roman homes, but also to point out that she was given her own space in many temples of the day. This goddess of witchcraft was that prevalent and important. In fact, the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus had a sacred area set aside for Hecate. So, it is no wonder Acts 19 gives us the history of how those craftsmen were freaking out over what was happening around their Temple of Artemis. Followers of the Roman gods were getting saved out of that god and goddess worship going on in the temple. At the same time, they were also being freed from the Hecate witchcraft practice happening at her shrine in the Temple of Artemis.

	 

	The Greeks had other witch entities, one of which relates to the present-day Mormon cult. If you’ve seen our study, Mormonism & The Occult Behavior of Joseph Smith, you know that the founder of Mormonism, Joseph Smith, was part of a whole family of witches. And this witch named his new religion, “Mormon,” which makes sense for him because the Greeks had a witch called “Mormo.”

	 

	In fact, the actual spelling for that witch is, “Mormon.” As we saw in our study of Mormonism, Joseph Smith was a liar, con artist, plagiarist, and heavily into witchcraft, as was his entire family. In fact, the lying Joseph Smith claimed his Book of Mormon came from God when it was actually plagiarized from a whole bunch of other books; a mishmash that included the name, “Mormon,” which actually came from the Greek witch, Mormon, or Mormo, who was used by the Romans as their bogeyman. 

	 

	“‘Mormo,’ or ‘Mormon,’ was a female spirit in Greek folklore, whose name was invoked by mothers and nurses to frighten children to keep them from misbehaving. The name ‘mormo’ has the plural form ‘mormones’ which means ‘fearful ones’ or ‘hideous ones,’ and is related to an array of words that signify ‘fright.’”

	 

	Hey man, don’t let the Mormones get you! I’m telling you; Joseph Smith was a con artist and not even original. He stole the name of his new religion straight from his own practice of witchcraft. In this case it was Greek sorcery. 

	 

	“The name of ‘Mormo’ or the synonymous ‘Mormolyceion’ was used by the Greeks as a bugbear or bogey word to frighten children.” 

	 

	So again, kids, don’t let the Mormons get you! But do try to help them come to Jesus when possible. 

	 

	Another Greek witch was one that should not be confused with grandma’s excellent clear gelatinous dessert that seemed to have wood shavings put inside but were only grated carrots and the see-through grapes that came from a can and looked like they were a thousand years old. Remember that growing up? That is not what we are talking about here with the Greek witch named, “Gello.” But maybe that Jell-O desert somehow came out of witchcraft. 

	 

	“Gello, in Greek mythology, is a female demon who threatens the reproductive cycle by causing infertility, miscarriage, and infant mortality. Women believed to be under demonic possession by Gello, might stand trial or be subjected to exorcism. Gyllou, Gylou, Gillo, or Gelu are some of its alternate forms. Gello possibly derives from Gallû, a Babylonian–Assyrian demon believed to bring sickness and death.”

	 

	Again, you’re seeing a direct connection from Rome back to Greece and even earlier with Egypt. And the origin was Babylon, which agrees exactly with the biblical account. Here are a couple more interesting aspects of Gello in relationship to our world today: Gello is also the source of our modern-day word, “ghoul,” and she was supposed to be a young woman who came from the Isle of Lesbos. If that sounds familiar, it is because “Lesbos” is exactly where we get the word, “lesbian.” It comes from this island that this Greek witch character, Gello, came from. And that is fitting because, if you know anything much about witchcraft today, you probably know that lesbianism is rampant in that culture with young girls especially being targeted by Wicca. So, it all comes straight out of witchcraft. Hey, we can learn something new every day when we don’t only rely on the back of granola bars for information. They will never tell you that one. Now, here is another Greek witch: 

	 

	Lamia is supposedly a child-eating monster that, just like Mormo, was used as a bogeyman, or bogeywoman in this case, to discipline or motivate good behavior in children by frightening them. Hey, if the Mormos knocking at your door don’t get you, Lamia will, right? She is described as having serpentine qualities where she is half woman and half snake. 

	 

	This next Greek entity is a “lady” you would not want to invite out for lunch, or you may become the meal. And I am not sure why the woman has a copper leg but maybe she was attacked by pirates. 

	 

	“Empusa is a shape-shifting female being in Greek mythology, said to possess a single leg of copper, commanded by Hecate, whose precise nature is obscure, although thought to seduce and feed on young men.”

	 

	She also supposedly possessed the shape-shifting ability to turn into animals. 

	 

	So, all that about the Greek witches was to give you an idea of how deeply these people were into witchcraft, so much so that they had many witch entities in their culture, including those used to scare their kids. Fortunately, as we saw in Acts 19, people got saved out of witchcraft from the Greek temples. But the practice was pervasive in that society, which included their Greek philosophers and mathematicians who were heavy duty into witchcraft. Let me give you just two examples that will make you wonder if we should even listen to those so-called philosophers. Here is the first one who gave us the Pythagorean Theorem: 

	 

	“The Pythagorean theorem states that the area of the square whose side is the hypotenuse (the side opposite the right angle) is equal to the sum of the areas of the squares on the other two sides.”

	 

	If you didn’t like memorizing that while growing up, blame it on this guy, who was into witchcraft. And that’s even a future excuse for you to avoid math. 

	 

	Here is some of what Aristotle recorded about how Pythagoras used magical powers (witchcraft):

	 

	“Some of the magical acts attributed to him include: Being seen at the same hour in two cities, a white eagle permitting him to stroke it, a river greeting him with the words “Hail, Pythagoras!” and predicting that a dead man would be found on a ship entering a harbor.”

	 

	Hey, that last one is no big deal. We all know those ships sometimes serve chicken. Other acts Aristotle attributed to Pythagoras were:

	 

	“Predicting the appearance of a white bear, biting a venomous snake to death, his ability to control animals and to transcend space and at times showing he has been touched by the gods.”

	 

	No, he was involved in witchcraft. We were never taught this history, so we don’t think about these philosophers being occult figures. But they were. Let me give another and then we’ll move on: 

	 

	“Empedocles was a combination of a poet, magus, teacher, and scientist.”

	 

	Being a magus means he was involved in witchcraft. Empedocles was influenced by Pythagoras, who taught him the tools of the witchcraft trade. 

	 

	“In his poem ‘Purifications’ he claimed miraculous powers, including the destruction of evil, the curing of old age, and the controlling of the wind and rain.”

	 

	He even went to the Far East to learn more about witchcraft and here is something interesting we got from this guy that is still with us today: 

	 

	The four elements apparently came from Empedocles, who historians will say, was a great philosopher. No, he was an occult practitioner performing witchcraft. Empedocles was also a vegetarian, which is another practice in our modern-day Wicca witchcraft, as is lesbianism. 

	 

	“Empedocles advocated vegetarianism since the bodies of animals are the dwelling places of punished souls.”

	 

	Obviously, it ruins a meal when the meat has been seasoned with punished souls. But often we have been told that benevolent ethical vegetarians came up with this modern-day concern for the environment and saving animals. No, it is just more of the same old-fashioned witchcraft that comes from as far back as the Greeks. The research shows it was an idea from this Empedocles guy. 

	 

	Again, just like Babylon and Egypt, Greece was permeated with witchcraft. In fact, whole cities would perform witchcraft to supposedly protect their areas. Archeologists have found a ton of witchcraft evidence in Greece. Just like Babylon’s cuneiform tablets and the writing on Egyptian pyramids, coffins and the scrolls, the Greeks cataloged their witchcraft on what they called the Greek magical papyri. 

	 

	These papyri are a giant Greek-magic catalog of magic spells, formulas, hymns and rituals. And because of the book burnings, as mentioned in the book of Acts 19:19, it is believed that what they have is just part of a larger magical-book collection. Obviously, not everyone got saved at that time of Acts so some of the material was preserved, including papyrus pieces that were apparently working manuals for traveling magicians. These people were flooded with witchcraft in their society. 

	 

	“The pages contain spells, recipes, formulae, and prayers, interspersed with magic words and often in shorthand.  These spells range from impressive and mystical summonings of dark gods and demons, to folk remedies and even parlor tricks; from portentous, fatal curses, to love charms, and cures for impotence and minor medical complaints. In many cases the formulaic words and phrases are strikingly similar to those found in Egypt.”

	 

	We’re just following the historical, biblical trail, which again shows God’s account is spot on. The other items often found were figurines, just like those meant for protection that the Catholic Church sells to their followers today. Are you seeing the pattern? Archeologists also found voodoo dolls that are said to probably be where the Haitians got voodoo; showing once more that there is nothing new under the sun. Now, let’s quickly list the categories of these archeological finds with the first being spells. 

	 

	Many spells found were written on lead tablets, which had naturally been well preserved. The Greeks would use spells for everything, including restraining spells for controlling anger, enchantments that women used on husbands to supposedly make them do whatever the wife desired (maybe like taking the trash out), and protection from problems, like wild animals, aquatic creatures, and even robbers. And I kid you not, another was the “Indispensable Invisibility Spell,” which could apparently be employed with the following witchcraft technique: 

	 

	“Take fat or an eye of a night-owl and a ball of dung rolled by a beetle and oil of an unripe olive and grind them all together until smooth, and smear your whole body with it and say to Helios, ‘I adjure you by your great name.’ And moisten it and say in addition: ‘Make me invisible, Lord Helios, in the presence of any man until sunset.’” 

	 

	And the reason it worked was because people could smell you coming and left before you got there. Now, that is a high level of crazy. Can you believe that? They also had spells for positive dreams, so-called revelations, and self-improvement. And guess what they did with their memory spells? Sorry, I don’t remember. You probably saw that one was coming. They had a strength spell, where a person would hold his or her thumbs while repeating seven times: “Give me strength for I am Abrasax.” As we saw before, Abrasax was the Greek form of the witch word, “abracadabra.” There were also spells for gaining favor, doing better in business, assertiveness, healing, a cough, migraines, scorpion stings, picking out plants, obtaining herbs, and contraceptive purposes. 

	 

	Are you getting the idea? Sometimes the picture we get of Greek society is of wise-looking people standing around in white togas as they talk philosophy. No folks, these people were practicing witches. Just like Babylon and Egypt before them, everyone in society was involved in witchcraft. And besides spells, the Greeks were involved in potions and drugs. 

	

	A prominent Greek god, that was the god of wine, Bacchus, who the Romans later called Dionysius. People liked that god because those societies drank a lot of wine, which was a drug they could really get goofy on. In fact, even today alcohol in the occult is used to get a person into an altered state of consciousness, opening him or her up to demonic entities that most people would not want to spend time with. The Greeks mixed alcohol with other ingredients to make potions and other concoctions. And as mentioned, they even had voodoo dolls. 

	 

	One they actually found; a small female effigy kneeling with her feet together and arms tied behind her back. These sorts of statuettes are called “kolossoi” and they have found them all over ancient Greece. 

	 

	“She is pierced with 13 pins: one in the top of her head, one in the mouth, one in each eye, one in each ear, one each in the solar plexus, vagina and anus, one in the palm of each hand, and in the soles of each foot. The effigy was wrapped in an inscribed table and sealed in a pit.” 

	 

	Someone did not like this woman. Actually, you would think whoever stuck those pins in the doll wanted to hurt the woman it represented but listen to the instructions found with this figurine: 

	 

	“The doll surprisingly was commissioned by a man who wanted the victim, a woman, to live with him. The text of the tablet read: ‘Lead Ptolemasi, who Aias bore, the daughter of Horigense, to me. Prevent her from eating and drinking until she comes to me. Do not allow her to have an experience with another man, except me alone. Drag her by her hair, by her guts, until she does not stand aloof from me.’” 

	 

	As you can tell, there were no dating services back then. Can you believe that? It’s crazy, but that’s how pervasive witchcraft was in Greek society. They also had charms or talismans, as we saw with the earlier civilizations. 

	 

	These guys would make their charms into rings for supposed powers like bringing on certain moods and for good luck. Based on the gemstone, these items were said to grant certain abilities like dendrite for love of the gods and success in the world, or sapphire for victory, including lawsuits. Aerizon was placed in a gold ring, supposedly making it effective around leaders. In fact, listen to this from their beliefs: 

	 

	“There were many cases in Greek cultures where social inferiors would stand before their superiors armed only with a magical stone set in a ring. They were hoping that the rings would increase their goodwill and help them build favorable relationships with the hierarchy. ‘A little ring for success and for charm (charis) and for victory. The world has nothing better than this. For when you have it with you, you will always get whatever you ask from anybody. Besides, it calms the angers (orgai) of kings and master. Wearing it, whatever you may say to anyone, you will be believed, and you will be pleasing to everybody.’”

	 

	The other witchcraft tools of the Greeks were curses. They cursed anything and everything you could possibly think of. I mean, these guys were vindictive! And the whole practice was a huge money-making scam. In fact, there were so many curses that certain cities outlawed them. But here are some of the different tasks that curses were used for:

	 

	“One would inscribe the victim’s name and a formula on a lead tablet, fold it up, often pierce it with a nail, and then deposit it in a grave or a well or a fountain, placing it in the realm of ghosts or underworld divinities.”

	 

	The Greeks used curses for the kinds of things like sporting competitions and legal contests. Those who purchased these witchcraft tools were people like potters, shop owners, and tavern owners, who wanted to take out competing businesses. They even directed curses at politicians. Some curse tablets had spelling and grammar mistakes, most likely meaning an amateur sold those. Everyone who wanted to earn a silver coin was whipping out these written curses. In fact, just like our modern time has seen with books, knives, vacuums, and encyclopedias, Greeks actually had professional sorcerers that went around selling curses door-to-door. For any younger people reading this who might not know, look up the word encyclopedia on the Internet. It was our old-fashioned way to store knowledge. But here is more of the door-to-door sorcerers: 

	 

	“And then there are the begging sorcerers, who were going to the doors of the wealthy to persuade them that, if anyone wants to harm an enemy, whether the enemy is a just or unjust man, the sorcerers, at very little expense, will do it with incantations and binding spells, since they claim they have persuaded the gods to do their bidding.”

	 

	They literally sold those things door to door. Also like the previous civilizations, the Greeks also got into amulets. Farmers were big into amulets, wearing them in rings or around their necks to supposedly increase the rain that would help their crops grow. Greeks also had talismans and amulets made from just about everything, including wood, stone, bone and gemstones. As we saw in the previous civilizations, the Greeks also had amulets for supposed protection from things like the evil eye. You might find this one in some druid shops today. 

	 

	The Cornicello Horn links back to Greek mythology and the term “cornucopia.”  Cornucopia is a symbol of fertility since Zeus supposedly broke the horn off a goat, filled it with fruit and flowers, and gave it to the caretaker. Cornucopia baskets are shaped like a horn. But again, the Greeks used amulets for everything you could possibly think of, like attracting love, protection, and cursing others. Their witchcraft was everywhere in their society; so much so that Plato sought to punish the sellers of spells and curse tablets, while other philosophers wanted to eradicate the practice. The Greeks weren’t just a bunch of lofty-postulating, toga-wearing mathematicians. That society was deeply involved in witchcraft. 

	 

	For those of us thinking we’re lucky, we don’t have to put up with this baloney of multiple-god worship today (with wacky deities that supposedly do even crazier stuff than men), unfortunately we do and it’s called, “neo-paganism.” Our modern-day world is seeing a revival of witchcraft as neo-paganism. This pagan worship, including that of the Greek gods, is making a comeback. In fact, Greece estimates the following to be at least 100,000.

	 

	Instead of gathering together to worship the one true God, these people are literally worshiping the Greek gods. Here is a video transcript of them in action: 

	Male-focused television magazine host: “You know, the Greek gods are the best gods. All they do is bang and beat each other up. Our Greek offices went to find the people who still worship these awesome deities.” 

	 

	A group of people are in a circle with a man pouring what looks like milk, over a rock. 

	 

	Narrator: “Some call them pagans and heathens. Others dodekatheists.” 

	 

	Woman: “It was very important to me, the fact that after almost 2,000 years or so, the hymn to Poseidon was heard again.” 

	 

	Interviewer: “It’s Saturday night and we’re not out for drinks. We’ve come to the lodge of the High Council of the Greek Nationals to meet some very religious people. But they don’t believe in Christ and Virgin Mary. This is one of a few dozen “Unions of Dodekatheists” in the country. It’s probably the oldest and most popular one.” 

	 

	Group leader: “Tonight we’ll engage the virtues of stability and modesty.” 

	 

	Interviewer: “What do you believe in?” 

	 

	Group leader: “We believe in what Greeks believed throughout history, before Christianity. Therefore, in what Pericles, Leonidas, Themistocles and our philosophers believed in.” 

	 

	Interviewer: “What are the basic principles of this religion?” 

	 

	Group leader: “We are not monotheists; we don’t believe in one god but in many.” 

	 

	Interviewer: “Like Zeus and Athena?” 

	 

	Group leader: “Yes. It is a national religion; it’s linked directly to the Greeks’ religion and it was formed by those who were called Greeks.” 

	Interviewer now back outside: “Tell me about the procedure.” 

	 

	Man: “We staged the altar, then we’ll get dressed and then we’ll get started.” 

	 

	Interviewer: “What will you wear?” 

	 

	Man: “We’ll wear some clothes, you’ll see them.” 

	 

	The women are dressed in white togas and men in white shirts and pants. They are holding bowls with rock and flowers. 

	 

	A man singing: “Oh god Phoebe, torchbearer king who talks through the tripod.” 

	 

	Interviewer: “It’s a sacred time for dodekatheists, that’s why we’re lowering our voices. They’ve already done the libation. They offered milk, honey, and other liquids on some rocks which are probably the altar. We watched them singing their hymns intensely.” 

	 

	Man, at ritual: “Decent is the universe of the sky and the sea seeing for Chthonic kingdom increased, horn-bearer fertile Pan.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Now they’re chanting. They all seem very excited and people stand quietly.” 

	 

	People singing: “We call for you, we praise you.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Real devoutness. Nature helps a lot. I got to know them, even for a few days and understood that they’re ordinary people believing in a certain religion. Anyway, most of us wouldn’t even consider or question everything they did, in fear of being punished by God or Zeus.” 

	 

	Yeah, I guess that’s Greek humor but isn’t it crazy to actually see people today going back to ancient pagan-Greek worship of gods that acted no different than sinful man? When we put all this together for the days we’re  now living in, including this revived pantheistic attitude, (a polytheistic mindset of worshiping many gods), do you think it will aid an inevitable future man, who will appear on the world scene and tell us to worship him as a god? Will these people with that mindset object? They are probably going to be excited because it will only confirm their thinking that the gods have somehow come back to us. This rise of neo-paganism and witchcraft, and unfortunately, along with the Roman Catholic Church’s behavior, is preparing people for acceptance of the Antichrist and his dirty deeds. We are seeing it happen today. 

	 

	In the next chapter, we will keep moving forward in witchcraft history, to the Roman culture. Again, witchcraft was rampant in Rome because they adopted it from the previous civilizations. So, it is no wonder that those getting saved in the early Church were burning their witchcraft tools. 
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	By way of a recap, because that’s what we do, we learned that Wicca means witchcraft and there are many types of witches throughout the world. Christians are protected from witches through the name and authority of Jesus Christ. But if you are not saved, get saved. With the history of witchcraft, we again saw that there is nothing new under the sun. People want to claim Wicca today is not really witchcraft because it’s a relatively new movement, but it is just old-fashioned paganism started at the Tower of Babel, right after the flood. It began with the Babylonians practicing witchcraft. The Bible tells us that God divided people by giving them all sorts of different languages. After that event, those people who had been steeped in witchcraft and other occult practices, spread out from Babylon to all the nations of the earth, which is just what we see in the secular historical account. God never gets it wrong. 

	 

	Witchcraft started in Babylon, went to Egypt, and then Greece. For some reason our American society kind of idolizes those Greek philosophers and mathematics, even though some of them were involved in witchcraft. In fact, just like Babylon and Egypt before them, Greece was steeped in witchcraft, including their triple-headed Greek goddess, Hecate, who was the goddess of witchcraft. 

	 

	Other Greek witches included Mormo, which is where the con-artist, Joseph Smith, came up with his Mormon religion. Mormo was like our modern-day boogeyman. So, the saying back then was, “Don’t let Mormo get you!” A modern version could appropriately be, “Don’t let the Mormons get you.” When you see those two white shirts ride up on a bike and knock at your door, run!! Actually, please do not run. Instead, tell them about the biblical Jesus Christ. More Greek witches were Lamia, Empusa, and Gello. The last one should not be confused with the inexpensive and delicious dessert. 

	 

	The Greeks also had magic papyri, spells, drugs, potions, voodoo dolls, charms, curses, and amulets, including the gold amulet. Believe or not, today there is a modern Greek neo-pagan revival happening and it’s not just with witchcraft and the occult practices. Today they are actually worshiping those old Greek gods, which again demonstrates how man will latch onto anything, as long as it is not Jesus Christ.

	 

	After Babylon and Greece, just as the Bible tells us, secular history shows that witchcraft spread to the place we will concentrate on with this chapter: Rome. The Roman Empire was the society in power when Jesus appeared on the scene to begin the early Church. Not mixing well with Christianity, was the prominent aspect of Roman society: witchcraft. In fact, just six chapters after the birth of the Church in Acts 2. Acts 8:9-24 tells us about a witch the apostles encountered by the name of Simon the Sorcerer: 

	 

	“Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery, witchcraft, in the city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, and all the people, both high and low gave him their attention and exclaimed, ‘This man is rightly called the Great Power of God.’”

	 

	Whether they realized it or not, the “great power” is a messianic term. So, these people where spellbound by this Simon guy and his amazing witchcraft powers; so much so that they thought he was the Messiah. Let’s continue on with Acts, and you’re going to see that the Romans, just like the Greeks, were polytheistic (they had many gods, one for almost everything), so Christianity was a radical idea that had come along, with the reality that there is only one God:

	 

	“They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.”

	 

	So again, what was he amazed about? Was it the fact that he was born again? Actually, there is a debate over whether Simon, the sorcerer, was saved or whether he never converted. Some say he was just a normal young Christian who made mistakes. But either way, here in Acts we are seeing his heart is coveting the power he saw from Philip. People thought Simon’s witchcraft was amazing, and even to the point of them calling him the Messiah, but Simon wants what these Christians can do. And I think this point works well for a conversation about some in the Church today. Do people claim to be saved and attend or lead supposed Churches, not to pursue an intimate, loving, beautiful, grateful, and thankful relationship with Jesus Christ, but because they want the power? And for a person, people perceive as having power, they are even willing to pay that false teacher for their books, seminars, gimmicks, and techniques. That is exactly what Simon was suggesting to the apostles and wait until you hear what the apostles said in reply to him. 

	 

	“When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the Word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

	As we saw in our Charismatic Chaos study, these verses from Acts are the Bible passages that the charismatic community abuses the most. They claim the verses are talking about some second dose of the Holy Spirit that we need to have. But it is not. The book of Acts is a transitional book from the old covenant to the new covenant so there were certain happenings that came along to validate this new gospel, or new covenant. And part of that was not just that the Jews were getting saved, but also the understanding that anyone could be saved, including Samaritans, who the Jews looked at as being on the same level of dogs. When the Jewish people found this out, they were thinking, “Even the Samaritans can get saved?” Proof of that was the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. So, when the apostles came to verify that even Samaritans could get saved, they would lay hands on the people, including Samaritans, and those people would receive the Holy Spirit. But that was just during the transition period. Since then, whenever someone gets saved, they are immediately born again with the Holy Spirit. The charismatic community gets the transitional historical aspect of Acts wrong, so they go on to abuse it. Here is more from Acts and remember, Simon is familiar with witchcraft power, so that is what he is looking for from the apostles:

	 

	“Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money.”

	 

	Why would Simon offer money to the apostles? When we learn the history of those involved with witchcraft, that is how they proliferate the practice and earn cash at the same time. Newer witches have to pay more experienced witches for each next spell. We saw the same concept in our study, Scientology, and the Occult Teachings of L. Ron Hubbard, which showed that the whole basis of Scientology is to pay big bucks to get to each new level. And where did the founder, L. Ron Hubbard, get that idea? He was a devotee of Aleister Crowley. Hubbard was heavy-duty into occult witchcraft, so when he wanted to learn new techniques, he had to write to Crowley in England and include money for his next set of spells. This is why Hubbard built the same sort of monetary system into his new Scientology religion. That advancement through paid instruction is the mindset of witchcraft, causing Simon the sorcerer to think he needed to pay these apostle teachers for what he perceived as their “techniques.” Here’s Peter with a gentle translation where he is really saying to Simon, “To hell with you and your money!”:

	
 

	“Simon offered them money and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.” Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”

	 

	And this kind of thing still goes on today and it is even in the Church. People are being told by the charismatic community that the purpose of being a Christian is to get power by learning these guys’ charismatic techniques. Are those free? No, of course not. You have to buy them from the false teachers. And what do the apostles think about the whole idea that being a Christian revolves around an individual seeking power and attention by giving money to attain secret knowledge? They say, “To hell with you and your money!” and “Repent from that wickedness!” Yet, this is exactly what is being encouraged in our Church today.

	 

	My point, in bringing this up, is Simon the Sorcerer, from the New Testament, is to show there was much witchcraft in Israel during the time of the early Church, and it was because the Romans were in power there. The Romans were overseeing the Jewish people in Jerusalem. And from that dynamic, instead of recognizing Jesus as their spiritual Savior, the Jewish people mistakenly wanted Him to be a political Savior that would free them from Roman oppression. And as the apostles walked along the road during that time of occultic Rome’s power over Israel, it made sense that they would come across a sorcerer (witch) like Simon.

	As we saw in the last chapter, Rome’s society had their origins in Greece and did not want to reinvent the wheel. So, they just used the same gods the Greeks worshiped but did change their names.

	 

	Now, if you thought the Greeks had a bunch of gods, just do a search for those the Romans recognized and followed. For this study we will look at the details on just their top eight gods. And as we go through these, keep in mind that we are looking at the time of the early Church when Jesus was walking around in this Roman-controlled society. A society heavily influenced by Roman witchcraft and other occult practices, was the mindset of this biblical world at that time when Jesus popped in to say, “Hey, I am the Messiah; the One and only God.” What a radical message He had! But let’s take a look at this video transcript talking about Rome’s top eight gods: 

	 

	“Number eight, Jupiter: Jupiter was the Roman equivalent of the Greek god, Zeus. He was the king of gods, the god of the sky and thunder, and the main deity of ancient Rome until Christianity took over. Because he was so popular and powerful, the Romans named the largest planet in the solar system after him. Fun fact: The ancient Babylonians were the first people to record their sightings of the planet, Jupiter. Jupiter was the son of Saturn, an agricultural god, and Ops. His brothers were Neptune, the god of the sea, and Pluto, the god of the underworld. They were quite the trio, but Jupiter was the most powerful of his siblings. He carried an endless supply of lightning bolts and ruled by intimidation. Each god had a specific task, but Jupiter’s role was vast: He assisted the kings in establishing the principles of the Roman religion, and Romans honored and prayed to Jupiter the most out of all the gods. Statues, temples, and relics were erected in his honor in their cities. And public officials took their oaths in his name. During wartime he gave protection and could decide which side would be victorious. In peacetime, he was the god of justice. He was also busy with bringing life, keeping order, providing general welfare to the people, and taking care of everyone after death. 

	 

	Number seven, Juno: Juno was the queen of the gods, as well as Jupiter’s wife and sister. Together with Jupiter and Minerva, she was one of the three original Roman gods worshiped in Rome. She appears as a statuesque woman of a radiant beauty and with slightly militaristic features. In some depictions, she’s shown with a peacock and wears a goat skin and carries a shield and spear, ready to help the armies in battle. From the outset, Juno represented all aspects of women’s lives, especially marriage and childbirth. She became an important guardian and protective figure for the ladies of ancient Rome. Several temples were erected in her honor, including one on Esquiline Hill and another on Capitoline Hill. 

	 

	She is often compared to the Greek goddess, Hera, although there are several differences. Juno was quite heroic and considered more peaceful and less vengeful than Hera. Over time, Juno’s role eventually expanded to include more function, making her the state’s primary female deity and thus more like Herra. She came to be seen as a protector, not only of women, but of the entire Roman Empire. She also guarded over the finances of the empire, and the month of June is named after her. Since she is the patroness of marriage, women and childbirth, it is very fitting that the month of June is the most favorable time to marry. 

	 

	Number six, Minerva: Minerva was the goddess of wisdom, medicine, the arts, and eventually, war. Jupiter was her father and gave birth to her from his head. She was one of the three original Roman deities, along with Juno and Jupiter. Ancient depictions of the goddess often show her donning military apparel, such as a shield, belt and helmet. Minerva was once closely associated with the Greek goddess, Athena. Minerva eventually became synonymous with victory, as evidenced by a temple that the politician and military leader, Pompei, built in her honor after his successful campaigns in the East, as well as a temple the Emperor Domitian commissioned after declaring the goddess to be his protectress.

	 

	Number five, Neptune: Neptune was the god of the sea. As you might remember from what I told you, his parents were the gods, Saturn and Ops (the earth mother). Neptune had several siblings, including brothers, Jupiter and Pluto, and sisters, Vesta, Juno, and Ceres. He was similar to the Greek god, Poseidon, and often appeared as an old, bearded man carrying a three-pronged spear called a trident. At some point, Neptune also came to represent horse racing; most likely due to early depictions of him riding through the water in a horse-drawn chariot. He was known for his violent temperament and vindictive tendencies, which reflected the ocean’s unpredictable nature. Out of lack of scientific explanation for earthquakes, the Romans believed Neptune caused them when he was angry. 

	 

	Number four, Venus: Much like the Greek Aphrodite, Venus was born from the seafoam and was the Roman goddess of love, sex, beauty, prosperity, and fertility. She was strikingly beautiful and was represented by many of the same symbols as Aphrodite, including roses and the evergreen shrub myrtle. Other symbols of Venus include the scalloped shell, dolphins, doves, mirrors, pearls, and pomegranates. Venus was extremely important to the Romans for other reasons: They believed that her son, Aeneas, was the ancestor of Rome’s original founders, Romulus and Remus; essentially making Venus the mother of Rome. Julius Caesar claims she was his direct ancestor and paved the way for various other politicians to favor her. On April 1st, a festival dedicated to Venus, called the Veneralia, took place. Her followers washed her statues and adorned them with flowers and myrtle wreaths. They also vowed to honor her by fulfilling the moral obligations of their marriages and ask for her advice concerning romantic and relationship issues. 

	 

	Number three, Mars: Mars was the god of war and ranked second in importance to his father, Jupiter. Son of Juno too, some believe that Mars was the father of Rome’s founders, twin brothers, Romulus and Remus. He was represented by his sacred shield, the Ancile, and was often depicted wearing bronze armor, carrying a bloody spear, and riding a chariot drawn by fire-breathing horses. Other symbols of Mars include a vulture, dog, woodpecker, and burning torch. Mars was considered the protector of the Roman army and was highly revered by mortal men, despite having a reputation among the gods as difficult and argumentative. He loved violence and conflict and was called upon to aid Rome during times of war and bloodshed. Soldiers prayed to him for protection and victory before entering the battlefield. Mars’ role as a protector during times of war, extended past the battlefield and into civilian life. The Romans relied on him to protect their cities from invading forces and to quell rebellions. There were two annual festivals in honor of Mars, and most of the month of March was spent in his honor with dancing, drinking, music and feasts. 

	 

	Number two, Diana. Diana was the goddess of the hunt and the Roman counterpart of the Greek, Artemus. Jupiter was her father, and her mother was his mistress, Latona. Her twin brother is Apollo, the god of light and music. Diana was born fully grown and was a tall, beautiful woman with a youthful appearance, who wore a tunic and was usually barefoot. She was often depicted as looking between twelve and nineteen years old and carrying a quiver and a bow. In addition to representing the hunt, Diana also symbolized wildlife, fertility, childbirth, chastity, and the moon. The Romans believed she could communicate with animals and even control their behavior. Women prayed to her for an easy childbirth and when they wanted to conceive, and she was highly respected among women for her role in fertility. Nemoralia or the Festival of Torches took place in Diana’s honor on August 13th and some pagans still celebrate it today. It’s a day of rest where all hunting is banned, and worshipers pray to the goddess for a bountiful fall harvest. 

	 

	Number one, Apollo: As I mentioned before, Apollo was Diana’s twin. He was known by the same name in both Greek and Roman mythology and was one of the most important and complex deities in ancient Rome. In Roman mythology, Apollo was mainly the god of prophecy and healing. He was also associated with light, knowledge, poetry, and art, and was represented by the golden lyre that Hermes created for him. Apollo was beardless with a youthful and athletic appearance. Despite his healing capabilities, Apollo could also inflict plague and poor health upon others. He was a busy god, who also directed a choir, was the patron defender of flocks and herds, and served as an intermediary between gods and mortals. In his spare time, he enjoyed attending drinking parties on Mount Olympus in the company of his beautiful muses and playing delightful tunes on his lyre.” 

	 

	Apollo is a real party animal. Nice guy, huh? No. And it is because these are man-made deities, they are no different from man. But again, the Romans had a god or goddess for everything. Let me just give you a quick rundown of some others: Aurora was the goddess of dawn; Cupid was the god of love; Fontus was the god of wells and springs; Fortuna was the goddess of fortune; Janus was the two-headed god of beginning, endings, and doors; Mercury was the god of shopkeepers, merchants, travelers, transporters of goods, thieves, and tricksters; Nox was the goddess of night; Pluto was the god of the underworld and the riches under the earth; Proserpina was the goddess of fertility, wine, and agriculture; Terra was the goddess of the earth and Veritas was the goddess of truth. 

	 

	That was just a tiny sampling of the whole list, but it makes me wonder why they would worship statues that have been individualized into certain protectors or providers of every human need and desire. In fact, who else does this as their whole focus? The Catholic Church does the exact same practice with all their saints. But since they want to appear Christian, Catholicism cannot call them gods or goddesses. As we saw in our large study, Roman Catholicism & The Coming One World Religion, Catholicism is not Christian. In fact, the very first of the Ten Commandments says, “You shall have no other gods.” How do they get around that? They just changed the name to saints, but the principle is the same. And just like the Romans, Catholicism has a saint for everything. They will even try to say that it’s not a statue they are worshiping. Instead, it is just a “figurine,” which is the same thing! And, by the way, they are called the Roman Catholic Church for a reason and we’ll see even more evidence of that in this chapter. It is very interesting and makes you wonder about the origin of their beliefs and practices. I’m telling you folks, when you follow the trail, Catholicism is this same stuff we are studying in this chapter. 

	 

	And just as Catholic leadership has provided all sorts of saints for whatever devotees may need or desire, the Romans had a god for everything. As I read some of these, remember that there are page after page of them: They had a god or goddess for abundance, rivers, fairness, snakes, grain, future, poetry, music, oracles, chastity, the heart and other internal organs, cattle, fire, sky, and fresh water. Cloacina must have lost the coin toss because she ended up as goddess of the Roman sewer-system. They also had one for marital harmony, growth, brooms that were used to purify temples, discord and strife, oaths, death, discipline, wealth, horses and horsemanship, fame, protection from the evil eye, prophecy, herd and livestock, fever, fertility, success, liberty, loyalty, flowers, lightning, strength, honor, keeping evil spirits away, fountains, wells, springs, youth, your home, generosity, death, corpses and funerals, weapons, shepherds, wolves, infant mortality, souls, poisonous gases and volcanic vapors, bees and beekeeping, and with this last one, I kid you not, Mena was actually the goddess of menstruation. 

	 

	There was also one for industries, trades, grinding, grain, retribution, valor, fate, destiny, chance, and an actual wood-pecker god named, Picus. Others were for punishment, fruit trees, gardens, orchards, keys, doors, forethought, oak trees, grain disease, crops, breastfeeding mothers, peace and tranquility, sea water, security, the sun, luck and hope, fertilizer, storms, sudden weather, boundaries, and Vagitanus is the one that opens a newborn’s mouth for its first cry. Here’s a last one I have to point out: Unfortunate god, Verminus, rules over cattle worms. 

	 

	Again, you may be thinking this is all so crazy that it’s hard to imagine who would put a false-faith system in place like this. It turns out many societies have, including at least one in our community of world religions and cults today; this practice is exactly what Catholicism does with their “saints.” All they did was change the title from “gods and goddesses” to “saints,” in order to appear Christian. And that is why they call themselves the Roman Catholic Church.

	 

	Now, the Romans not only worshiped gods and goddesses for everything, just as the Roman Catholic Church does with its saints today, but they also had a practice of worshiping man. The ones they worshiped were the Roman emperors. It was called the Imperial Cult. So, they had the greater gods, all the lesser gods and goddesses, and then began to worship their political figures too. Why is that important? Well, the Bible tells us that the last days before Jesus’ return will see a revived Roman Empire and a political figure appearing on the scene, who will eventually demand to be worshiped just like in the Roman days. We see that with Paul speaking in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4: 

	 

	“Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.”

	 

	Who in the world would declare themselves to be God? Well, even in the Church today, we have false teachers claiming to be little gods, practitioners of the New Age movement say they are gods, many have claimed to be the returned Jesus, and there are all sorts of others who have and still do tell followers that they are a god. So, we are going to see a revived Roman Empire with an Antichrist figure that will be a political leader who is going to demand to be worshiped, just like back in the days of the Roman Empire. It’s going to repeat, and this Antichrist will be working with a Roman Harlot that will oversee all the religions of this planet. Remember, Rome had controlled the entire world’s religious practice in the past, at the time they brought Christianity and the pagans together to form Catholicism. Even that is going to return, although that harlot helper of Antichrist’s is eventually going to be destroyed by him. As I said, it’s a Roman harlot and I’ll prove that with Revelation 17, which a lot of people say represents the Catholic Church. Here is Revelation 17: 1,2, and 9:       

	 

	“One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters. With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.’”

	 

	“This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits.”

	 

	So, this harlot is associated with seven hills. Well, guess how many hills surround Rome? Yup, seven. And it’s not just that. The Roman Catholic headquarters is the “Vatican,” which is strikingly similar to the name of the ancient Roman god, “Vaticanus.” Shocker, right? No. When you have done the research, it’s no surprise at all. That Roman god is where the Roman Catholic Church got their term for the “Vatican.” The Vatican was named as a direct result of what was happening in ancient Roman times there on Vatican Hill. 

	 

	The seven hills around Rome, that are on the other side of the Tiber River, from where the Vatican and Vatican Hill are, is where those ancient Romans used to climb to worship their god, Vaticanus. 

	 

	“It was a prophetic spot of divine messages, and Vaticanus was the bearer of these auditory texts from Heaven.”

	 

	That explains more about what the Roman Catholic Church feels is their mission, still to this day: They believe it is as the final sole authority, including those proclamations from the popes. You will also be interested to hear the title that the popes have. Catholicism, which claims to be the sole authority that hears messages straight from God in Heaven, calls their popes, the “Vicars of Christ.” It means “taking the place of,” or “here instead of.” They teach that their popes “take the place of,” or are, “here instead of,” Christ on the earth. Excuse me?! Again, all that goes way back to the worship of Vaticanus there on what is now Vatican hill, across the river from Rome’s seven hills, which Revelation talks about, as far as the last-days Harlot who will be working in conjunction with the Antichrist to control the world’s religions. A lot of people want to say that harlot in the Bible is not the Catholic Church, but when you understand the history, it all starts to stack up as the harlot being from Catholic leadership.

	 

	There is also some interesting witchcraft history with the Roman senate. Society then had two levels of god worship. The senate and others involved with politics were the high priests for the major deities, while the average Joe-ite citizen was responsible for all the lesser gods. So, they had a dual approach where the government took care of the most prominent gods, on the people’s behalf, and as long as they did a good job, the nation would prosper. But to prosper as a family, the people had to handle worship of those lesser gods. 

	 

	Now, with all this occult activity, the Roman political leaders who were handling worship of the prominent deities, felt they could not do it alone. So, they sought advice from two sources. The first was the Sibylline Oracle. She was supposedly an oracle (medium) that gave so-called prophecies that the Roman government would log in books. 

	 

	And they kept these books in the Temple of Apollo, one of the big-shot deities that was supposed to be the god of prophecy, knowledge, and literature. Then when needing supposed wisdom for any situation, the Roman leaders would go to their books of oracle messages to figure out decisions, like whether to attack an enemy or not. The other oracle they relied upon for their occult practices was the Oracle of Delphi. 

	 

	We looked into her with our Charismatic Chaos study. Based on the historical record, the Oracle of Delphi would sit on a tripod chair over a crack in the ground that had gases coming out of it, which would probably cause anyone to see visions. But the Romans believed their intoxicated oracle would often have the spirit of the gods come upon her, including the spirit of Apollo. So, they thought they needed to listen to whatever came out of her mouth. I have no doubt this lady had visions, but those doped-up utterances were not from the spirit of God and might not have even been Roman “gods” (demons), because they were probably just visions any of us might have had while inhaling those fumes from that crack in the ground, that spewed poisonous gas. The same thing happens today at the dentist when he gives us nitrous oxide. In fact, as a child, that laughing gas is what started L. Ron Hubbard on his life-long love of drugs, contributing to the wacky beliefs and practices he built into his new Scientology religion. 

	 

	So, the Romans considered themselves very religious and attributed their society’s longevity and success to “maintaining good relationships with the gods.” Witchcraft permeated that nation with leaders in charge of prominent gods and the average citizen each handling the lesser ones for themselves. Their idea of a relationship with their gods was very different from the Christians who came along at this time talking about how we can have a direct one-on-one relationship with not only the One and only God (a revolutionary idea for that society), but also this intimacy we can have with Him. As the book of Hebrews tells us, we Christians have direct access to the very throne of God. We have the wonderful opportunity to approach God with a confidence and boldness in our times of need. 

	 

	But the Romans idea of religion was very different. It was more of a contractual relationship. Their principle was giving and doing for their gods so that the gods might give back. It was not because they loved their deities. Worship was just something they felt they had to do as a way to avoid a rotten life. Now, tell me that is not prevalent with some in the Church today. The charismatic community talks about how the relationship is all about bringing us more power. And if you buy their books and learn their techniques, you too can supposedly tap into this power. But that is not serving God and seeking Jesus Christ because you love Him and want to have an intimate, beautiful relationship with your Creator. Why are they doing it? Just like the ancient Romans taught, these modern-day false teachers are advocating God’s followers should give money to them, so our Christian worship will gain us more power in return. In fact, the Word of Faith preachers will even set prices and expected returns. They’ll make claims like, “If you give a hundred dollars, God is going to bless that tenfold or even a hundred-fold. Just ‘sew a seed’ (give us a bunch of your money), into our ministry, and God will reward that.”

	 

	But that’s only the same warmed-over baloney the Romans where practicing. And then we wonder why the world of non-Christians, who decide to check with the Church for answers, come out thinking, all “Christians” want is their money. Seekers may end up in that kind of corrupted environment that claims to be Christian but instead demonstrates a faith that looks like a lousy relationship with some cosmic butler in the sky. Unfortunately, what Rome practiced is being repeated today, and it’s even being done in our Churches. 

	 

	All that explains how the political leaders of Rome took care of worshiping the major gods. So, what did the average Roman do for a religious practice? Well, each Roman household had a shrine that was something akin to this: 

	 

	With these shrines in their homes, Roman citizens would perform rituals like giving libations and prayers to the lesser gods. Also, throughout the cities, Roman society would put up public shrines where citizens could do their part to worship the lesser gods. Every home had to have a shrine and the livelihood of a Roman depended on taking these duties seriously. So, again, all of society was permeated with witchcraft. 

	 

	Knowing that, let’s bounce back to the senate and the rest of the public officials who took care of the prominent gods, effectively doing double duty. The officials of the republic were over the government but also functioned as priests. In fact, Julius Caesar became “Pontifex Maximus,” which means the “chief high priest.” Does that sound familiar? It may because Pontifex Maximus has long been the title of the Catholic popes. And again, they did not name their religion just “Catholic.” They are the “Roman Catholics.” And we wonder why they do what they do with a lot of Catholic leadership’s teachings having been completely unbiblical. Well, this is where it comes from. Julius Caesar was the head of the Roman government, as well as the chief witch that worshiped their most prominent false gods.

	 

	Now let’s again bounce back to the average Joe in Rome, who had to deal with all the lesser gods. What did his daily life look like? Here is a video transcript about that: 

	 

	“In the home of an average Roman, there would often be a shrine of some kind. Now that shrine could be to a deity that was considered to be part of the family household or somehow associated with your family. Maybe it was a deity that your ancestor had worshiped all those years in the past. And therefore, you, as a dutiful son or daughter in the family, worshiped and offered incense or other obligations to a deity on behalf of the family itself. There were all sorts of household gods and duties and obligations of this sort. A statue of Lar, a guardian deity was often placed on the table during dinner. 

	 

	With these lesser deities that aren’t the big duties, you wouldn’t have a shrine in your home, necessarily, to Jupiter or to Zeus or any of the more powerful, important gods. These would be the lesser deities. Cybele or ‘The Great Mother,’ an Anatolian god was borrowed by Greece and Rome. 

	 

	But these lesser deities were a pretty important lot. These deities would protect roads. They would protect the hearth in your home, the place where one gathered in the evening, where food was cooked, and all these things. The hearth was considered to be the focal point of the house itself, given the obvious need for warmth and food. And a god or a lesser deity was associated with these things very often. And so, from the beginning, your home, your family, and all that makes you, you, at least in terms of the physical DNA of whom you are, and in terms of the home where you live, is associated with a veneration of the past of the antiquity of your elders, as well as doing oblation and performing certain sacrifices to lesser deities on behalf of your family. 

	 

	This pagan life, this pagan worship, forms the backdrop of the world that Christianity is born into. Christ, of course, suffers and dies under the Roman establishment. He is nailed to a Roman cross. There is a Roman soldier, the gospels tell us, at the foot of the cross, commenting on the Messiah on the cross. The apostles themselves worshiped and spread the faith and evangelized into a Roman world; into a world dominated by this ethos, by this paganism.”

	 

	And it wasn’t just paganism with its worship of gods and goddesses; it was witchcraft. I’m telling you, just like we saw in Babylon, Egypt, and Greece, Rome was flooded with witchcraft. Part of the reason was because the Romans co-opted “Hecate,” the Greek god for witchcraft, and only changed her name to, “Trivia,” creating their Roman goddess of witchcraft. Here is a little piece of “trivia” for you. 

	 

	“Trivia is the goddess of crossroads and magic. She was said to haunt crossroads and graveyards and was the goddess of sorcery and witchcraft. She wandered about at night and was seen only by the barking of dogs who told of her approach.”

	 

	Of course, that sounds like the Greek goddess, Hecate, from the last chapter.

	 

	“As a part of her role as an Underworld goddess, she became known as the Queen of Ghosts. She was also known to steal young maidens to assist her in her powers.”

	 

	When you take a detailed look at the modern witchcraft movement called, Wicca, that is exactly what they do, as far as going after young girls, and teenagers especially, to pull them in. 

	 

	Now, a lot of modern-day witchcraft deals with demonic entities that practitioners don’t always acknowledge as the demons they are. Instead, they say these are “spirits” that the witch can control, or at least be helped by, for many uses, including protection. And again, the ancient Romans did the same thing. They had a bunch of different “spirits,” (demons) and the first I want to talk about is Lemures or Larvae. Hey, doesn’t that latter name “bug” you? 

	 

	Larvae is plural and were considered to be Roman spirits of dead people. Similarly, today we see some saying that familiar spirits can appear to us, claiming they are our deceased Aunt Betty, Uncle Chuck or even a famous person like Abraham Lincoln. But we know that is a lie because the Bible is very clear about our death leading straight to Heaven or hell and we don’t come back. Remember that, like their father, satan, demons are deceptive and can even mimic voices. But that does not mean what you are seeing is really the familiar dead person we knew or know of. It is a demonic entity that the Bible calls a familiar spirit. We will get more into familiar spirits later. 

	 

	The Romans felt these Lemures, or Larvae, were bad spirits they needed to avoid. It was taught that these entities had been turned into vengeful spirits after death because they either did not get a proper burial, weren’t given funeral rites, or people still living weren’t showing these dead people enough affection at the home shrines. And those could cause the spirit of a dead person to become angry. So, every day in their households, in order to avoid trouble from these Lumures and to prosper as an average Joe-ite Roman, they would do certain things to appease those spirits (demons). One was the Roman Lemuria Festival: 

	 

	The Roman calendar was built around ritual festivals like Lemuria, which was always held on May 9th, 11th, and 13th. At this time, the head of the household would rise at midnight and cast black beans behind him with an adverted gaze, after which these Lemures would supposedly feast on the beans. A Roman just had to hope that worked. Can you imagine this stuff as part of your life? Now, if it did not work because the spirits (demons) didn’t like how you prepared their beans, the only other method left to possibly get rid of them was to bang bronze pots. And again, we think these people were crazy, or at least hyper-superstitious, (which they were), but this was just their normal way of life. All this is what they were taught growing up. If a family followed all the prescribed calendar rituals, they would supposedly be okay and even prosper. And if successful, people could point to their honoring of the spirits as they had been told to do on the exact dates, including tossing some beans when needed. 

	 

	“Every household, it was believed, functioned in relation to how well the people of the house treated their spirits. A home in which rituals were kept and the spirits were honored would thrive–and a successful homeowner could point to his prosperity as evidence of his devotion and piety–while those who neglected the spirits would suffer accordingly.”

	 

	Sometimes with the Roman caste society, an average Roman going through hard times could also be ridiculed because it was assumed his or her problem stemmed from lack of performing the rituals. 

	 

	“No sane Roman wanted to be haunted, so they held ceremonies to satisfy the spirits.”

	 

	And they had all kinds of spirits, so I am not going to go super deep into all of them but here are some:

	 

	Manes were supposed to be the ghosts of people like the Lemure are, but these were the good ones. Panas and Panates were in your pantry keeping your food from spoiling and also looking out for other unsafe aspects of food preparation. Romans would have figurines of those spirits on the table while they ate. And they even saved a bit of food from the meal to burn in the nearby hearth as an offering and a thank you to those spirits for the food and also for keeping it fresh. Lares were supposed to be guardian spirits, where we get our word, “parents,” from. Parentes, which were supposedly the spirits of your immediate family, like your mother and father, who were said to still be with you, making it important to continue honoring them. That was all part of their ancestor worship. In fact, when traveling, a Roman would take along figurines and something from his hearth. Traveling was no excuse to neglect the spirits. 

	 

	Again, as you can see, the Romans were steeped in these occult and witchcraft practices, one of which was spells like we saw with Babylon, Egypt and Greece. Still today we find these Roman spells by the truckloads, including binding spells. 

	 

	“Practitioners of magic in ancient Rome used spells to “bind” people up to different outcomes in sporting events, business, and personal affairs related to love and even revenge. You could use a binding spell to invoke an upcoming athletic victory or ensure your happy marriage to a new partner, and to do so, you’d use powerful strings of words passed on by magicians, witches.”   

	 

	Just as we saw with the previous witchcraft societies, the Romans had spell shops like an ancient “Spells Are Us” or “Spell Depot,” where they could purchase potions, spells, and other witchcraft devices. It was a business and again, shows how this too was a society permeated with the occult. And like the other large civilizations earlier, Roman society did much more with the occult than just worshiping gods and goddesses. Ancient Rome was into full-on witchcraft. 

	 

	So, getting back to our example, when some from the Church came across Simon the Sorcerer, we might think that was some crazy and rare encounter they had with a very fringe person in society. But there must have been many witches they ran into all over that ancient Roman area, as well as later on as they evangelized the rest of the world that was influenced by Babylonian occult witchcraft. 

	 

	“Spells weren’t just said in the ancient world, they were written down.  Amulets designed to carry spells became a must-have fashion accessory and are regularly found in Ancient Roman grave sites and digs. In 2011, archaeologists uncovered an amulet in Cyprus that was engraved with a palindromic spell, words and sentences that are the same forward and backward, and in 2008, Swiss archaeologists found a gold scroll in a silver amulet capsule thought to have belonged to an ancient Roman child. Amulets may have looked decorative, but their contents felt like life and death to believers, who paid magicians, witch shops, to give them scrolls and talismans that put their intentions into physical form.”

	 

	As we saw with earlier civilizations, the Romans were also deeply into curses. 

	

	“One of the more charmingly bitter traditions of ancient Greece and Rome were “curse tablets.” They were spells written on lead, wax or stone that laid out the ways in which people had been wronged. Think of curse tablets as the take downs of the ancient world: If someone disrespected or harmed you, you could head to your local magician (witch) and pay to curse them. People cursed people who hurt their family members, but they also cursed them when they committed crimes or even entered into court cases against them. Large caches of curse tablets have been found in Roman digs in the modern-day United Kingdom.”

	 

	Why would those be found in England? It was because that was one of the areas Romans eventually emigrated to. Rome had a heavy influence of Europe, as we will see later. Now, again demonstrating there is nothing new involved with the practice of Roman curses, were voodoo dolls. Their version was a bit different from what we think of voodoo dolls, as far as just targeting a certain person with spells, pins stuck in the doll, or binding it with something. 

	 

	“Scholars still aren’t entirely sure what the tiny figurines used in binding magic in ancient Rome were for. What they do know is that the word “binding” was taken literally when it comes to these figures: They have been found in tiny coffins with bound hands and feet or mutilated bodies and seem to have been molded along with binding spells.”

	 

	So, when a Roman would use their amulets, spells, and curses from the local witchcraft outlet, hiring a certain sorcerer to help, what would they hire him for? Well, let me break that down for you, starting with their Roman chariot races. These people were huge sports fanatics. 

	 

	For you ladies who think your husband is too sports-obsessed, these Roman wives were also certainly in touch with that emotion, as much or more so than our gambling addicts here in Las Vegas. Roman men and women would resort to anything to win, including witchcraft. It must have been somewhat like how we Americans love football. Here is some interesting information on this favorite Roman pastime that apparently also included gambling bookies. You’ll see a nail in a tablet, was also something that had been transferred down to Romans from the previous witchcraft-practicing civilizations. 

	 

	“Want to make a bet on a sure thing with a chariot race? The ancient Romans had a secret way of ensuring that the race was fixed. They used magic. Everyone from the emperor down to the lowest slave, loved chariot racing. Gambling was widespread at these races, with many Romans prepared to bet everything they owned as well as money they had borrowed at outrageous rates of interest, all in the hopes of a big win. For a small fee, the magician would inscribe the names of the horses of the other teams on a tablet, along with a request to a deity to ‘Bind their feet and hobble them.’ After the magician finished inscribing, folding, and piercing the tablet with a nail, the gambler would then nail the inscription to the ground beneath the starting gates, making sure to hide it by covering it up with a bit of dust.”

	 

	So that was the technique of the era which supposedly ensured wins. This video transcript about all that is kind of funny:

	 

	Narrator: “Roman racing fans were no different than modern sports junkies. Merchandise was everywhere. Fans would wear team colors and buy mass-produced souvenirs.” 

	 

	Unknown speaker: “The circus games, like chariot races, were a multi-dimensional sensory experience. And it makes a lot of sense that fans wanted to take some kind of memento with them.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Charioteers like Scorpus, were so popular that their images appeared across the Roman world. At the height of his fame, Scorpus was the man to beat, and his opponents were prepared to resort to dark tactics, even black magic. Today, fans have been known to have their ashes scattered around their favorite sports stadiums. And two thousand years ago, Roman racing fans were no less obsessive. Scorpus would have been surrounded by supporters, who delighted in his success for the green faction.” 

	 

	Dr. Jerry Toner, University of Cambridge: “The fans who went to the races, were hugely passionate, but they were also hugely knowledgeable. They knew all kinds of details about the horses, about the horses breeding and pedigree. They knew about the charioteers and the charioteer’s records, and they were intensely loyal to their factions.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Even a star athlete could get into trouble wandering into enemy territory. And if you couldn’t physically attack the opposition, there was another way to get at them: by using magic.” 

	 

	Dr. Lucy Grig, University of Edinburgh: “You could pay someone to put a curse on the rival team. You would often do this in a great deal of detail. One of the curse-tablets found, not only names the charioteers on the rival team, but also names their mothers. And then you’d affix this lead tablet and you’d bury it in a significant place.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Next to this enormous racetrack at Caesarea, in modern-day Israel, excavations have discovered proof of this dark magic. They had been buried in water.” 

	 

	Dr. Robert Daniel, University of Cologne: “We are now looking at the well where around sixty curses were found. Wells were thought to provide access to the underworld and the underworld god. And that’s the reason that magicians (witches) deposited curses in them.” 

	 

	How crazy is that? Luckily, people today do not do that, right? Actually, yes, they do. Our society resorts to all kinds of techniques to win. With different sports, we hear stories of teams traveling to their rival’s town and eating at a local restaurant where they all end up getting food poisoning. Some think it may be from a curse. But it’s probably because those guys ate chicken. That is an easy technique to figure out. Hey, by now you probably knew I was going to say that. 

	 

	But as you saw there, those Roman sports fans were throwing their curses in an ancient version of our wishing well, or in this case, a cursing well. Why? As we saw with Egypt too, they believed it would get their curses closer to the underworld so that the deities would be more likely to take up the person’s cause, doing his or her dirty deed, which would cause the opponent to lose. 

	 

	Another area Romans used their witchcraft for was murder. We don’t have time here to get into that, but in ancient Rome, there was a significant amount of what witches will try to call “black” magic, which is a false dichotomy. 

	 

	Again, Wicca and other witches today will claim they only do white magic. But whether it’s white, black, green, or whatever color you’d like, it’s all magic, witchcraft, and evil. Yet somehow good witchcraft is the illusion they try to pull over our eyes. Again, we won’t look much into it, but Rome did get into some serious black magic, including ways to kill people. Romans had three options to eliminate a rival: kill the person themselves, hire a hit man or employ a sorcerer (witch).

	 

	“Instructions for committing a murder by using magic were relatively straight-forward. Get a piece of lead, shape it into a thin, flat rectangle, and inscribe a message to the infernal deities such as: ‘Deities, destroy Lucius. If you do so, I will make a donation to your temples.’ The magician then needed to follow a specific ritual. He or she would fold the lead tablet, pierce it with an iron nail, and take it to the graveyard. The magician dug a hole big enough to insert the tablet into the grave. After this, the intended victim would die.”

	 

	Why take it to a graveyard? That was in hopes of being in closer contact with the spirits, who could take up the dirty deed to get the job done. Romans would also flip that around to use witchcraft for love, and this included trying to fix their relationships. 

	 

	“Suspect your husband of having an affair? Commission a magician to fix it. The magician would inscribe a lead tablet with words to this effect: ‘Deity, turn Domitia away from the body of Gaius.’ You could also try using an amulet which could be made of stone, papyrus, or metal to get your husband back. But what if you were passionately in love with someone else but too shy to approach her? Or what if worse yet, she was married to someone else? In this instance, you could hire a magician who would then make two clay figurines, one male, one female. After inscribing the names of the intended lovers, Cornelia and Quintus, the magician would then tie the figurines together with string. Next, he had to find a strand of hair or a piece of fabric from the clothing of Cornelia and Quintus. These figures and objects were then deposited in the grave of someone who had died by violence. While doing so the magician uttered a spell, asking a deity to unite the two forever.”

	 

	As mentioned before, they also took witchcraft with them to court. The average Roman would prepare two defenses; one was the legal defense and the other was relying on witchcraft in case your legal argument did not work. I kid you not. Listen to this:

	 

	“The Romans had a fairly advanced legal system, but it often favored those who were both wealthy and free. So, it made sense that those without economic or political power attempted to bypass the courts and use magic instead. If you had a ring stolen and knew who the thief was, a magician would inscribe a spell on a lead tablet saying, ‘Deity, bring Titus to justice; make him return my ring, and then let him loose his fortune.’ For those who were brought to trial, magic still had its uses. Defendants often prepared two types of defense: a non-magical legal defense and a defense that used magic. Verbal or written spells could call upon the deity to ‘bind the tongue of my opponent Rufus and make him speechless. Do not let him win this lawsuit.’”

	 

	Again, these sorts of tablets are found all over Rome because their belief in witchcraft was widespread, including attempted help with health issues like contraception.

	 

	“Romans used all kinds of remedies to treat their illnesses; magic was just one approach to curing illnesses. A dislocation or fracture could be treated by binding a 5-foot green reed to the injury, and then saying an incantation. The Romans were not averse to calling on foreign, as well as Roman deities; a scorpion sting could be treated, or so it was believed, by invoking Serket, the Egyptian deity of magic. Women who wanted to avoid getting pregnant had a variety of magical choices. One was to make an amulet out of a piece of fawn skin bound with mule hide. They then stuffed this with bitter vetch seeds, the mucus of a cow and some grains of barley. All this had to be done during the waning of the moon while invoking an otherworldly being.”

	These people would try almost anything to get the job done, making witchcraft so widespread that Rome created anti-witchcraft legislation that was specifically against occult practices meant to kill others. This shows the government was concerned about Romans being murdered by witchcraft. 

	 

	“The Roman government viewed these shops with some concern; magic, after all, can be dangerous. The Roman government often tried, always unsuccessfully, to forbid the use. Laws forbidding magic (witchcraft) were enacted, and practitioners and users of magic (witches) were persecuted and punished. But the many amulets and books of spells that archaeologists have found all demonstrate that this crackdown did not work. Magic didn’t disappear from Rome.”

	 

	And we certainly see that evidence of that from the time the Church appeared on the scene, having to deal with Roman witchcraft. From Rome, witchcraft eventually spreads throughout Europe. But we are not going to bounce to Europe yet. We will eventually get there. Before that location, the history shows that witchcraft practices next traveled east to the Asian lands. Again, from the Tower of Babel, it traveled first to Egypt, then Greece, after which came Rome and then Asia. Eventually, we will see that it journeyed to North and South America long before Christopher Columbus. But before taking a look at all that, we are first going to explore the Asian witchcraft practices.

	 

	Witchcraft ended up also permeating Asia. In fact, it makes up the backbone for their pervasive practice of martial arts and things of that nature. We will learn that history in the next chapter.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Seven

	————————————

	The History of Witchcraft

	in Asia

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	By way of recap, we see that the definition of today’s Wicca is literally, “witchcraft.” The practice is all over the world, and the only protection from it is getting saved through the free gift from Jesus that you can receive because of His sacrifice on the cross. If you are already a Christian, there is no need to be afraid of the demonic activities from the witchcraft and the occult. God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind. We only need to turn to Jesus and, as a Christian, we can access the authority of Jesus’ name to deal with evil. 

	 

	We saw with the history of witchcraft that this is nothing new, because old-fashioned witchcraft has just been repackaged over and over with new names. Today that includes Wicca. Witchcraft has been around since the Tower of Babel where, just a couple hundred years after God judged the world through a global flood, that wiped out virtually every human, those people rebelled against God, refusing to spread out across the earth and, instead, building a tower. As the Bible and even the archeological evidence shows, those Babylonians also rebelled by majorly getting into witchcraft. That evil practice then spread to the rest of the world when God again judged man by confusing his language. Those occult witches from Babylon dispersed across the earth to permeate the planet with those occult practices. 

	 

	Again, witches exported their ways from Babylon to Egypt and then Greece until it finally came to the Roman culture where they adopted the Greek gods, only changing the names. With those gods, the Romans also became saturated with Greek witchcraft. That was still going strong when Jesus showed up on Roman-occupied territory there in Israel. So, the early Church had to deal with a lot of Roman witchcraft like their Sibylline and Delphi Oracles. Remember how we saw that the Delphi sat above what was most likely hallucinogenic gases seeping out of the ground, from which she supposedly got information handed down from the gods. However, the truth is that her words were probably only the delirious ranting of someone constantly drugged. 

	 

	Of course, all the Roman spirits were just demons. But every Roman household built shrines for these supposed gods. Like the Greeks before them who had Hecate as their witchcraft goddess, the Romans worshiped that same demon, only changing the name to, “Trivia.” So, again, there is an interesting piece of trivia for you. Like prior civilizations before them, Roman archeology shows they had witchcraft spells, amulets, curses, and voodoo-like curse dolls. Witchcraft was everywhere in Roman culture. They used their witchcraft for societal aspects like chariot-race bets, murder, love, health and legal cases. Roman culture was full of witchcraft. 

	 

	From the Tower of Babel just east of the Mediterranean Sea, the path goes to the north, eventually ending up in Europe, as well as a couple going south. So far, those two directions are what we have been dealing with in the previous look at Egypt in the south and of course northwest of the tower is Rome and Greece. Another goes to the east, which is where we will go in this chapter, to Asian witchcraft. 

	 

	During the research for this study, I had already been familiar with a lot of European witchcraft because, from there, it eventually came over to the Americas where the Puritans and pilgrims had to deal with those practices. But this Asian aspect has personally been a real eye opener. I know there is a lot of evil occult and witchcraft in the world and God sees it all, but in tracing the trail of all this witchcraft history, you come to find out the whole planet is covered in witchcraft and other occult practices. It is not just America and a few of the world’s big cities. It is crazy how pervasive the practices are worldwide and in every walk of life. 

	 

	But in this chapter, we’re dealing with Asia and an interesting aspect we’ll see, (if you read your Bible, which I highly recommend), is that Israel’s time of becoming involved in witchcraft, as the result of their rebellion against God, actually came through them learning Asian witchcraft practices. Let’s take a look at that in Isaiah 2:5-9 where the Israelite men get involved in witchcraft, after which the Bible also talks about the ladies doing the same. Isaiah has strong words for both of them, who learned this stuff from the East.

	 

	“Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord. You, Lord, have abandoned your people, the descendants of Jacob. They are full of superstitions from the East; they practice divination (sorcery and witchcraft) like the Philistines and embrace pagan customs. Their land is full of silver and gold; there is no end to their treasures. Their land is full of horses; there is no end to their chariots. Their land is full of idols; they bow down to the work of their hands, to what their fingers have made. So, people will be brought low and everyone humbled, do not forgive them.”

	 

	Obviously, God feels strongly about those practices, and the ladies were doing the same as we see in Isaiah 3:16. Notice here how the ladies carried themselves: 

	 

	“The Lord says, ‘The women of Zion are haughty, walking along with outstretched necks, flirting with their eyes, strutting along with swaying hips, with ornaments jingling on their ankles. Therefore, the Lord will bring sores on the heads of the women of Zion; the Lord will make their scalps bald.’”

	 

	Hey, when God is threatening to take a lady’s hair, would you say He’s a bit upset? Yes, that is not a good sign. Isaiah continues:

	 

	“In that day the Lord will snatch away their finery: the bangles and headbands and crescent necklaces, the earrings and bracelets and veils, the headdresses and anklets and sashes, the perfume bottles and charms (amulets), the signet rings and nose rings, the fine robes and the capes and cloaks, the purses and mirrors (remember how mirrors are always big with witchcraft) and the linen garments and tiaras and shawls. Instead of fragrance there will be a stench; instead of a sash, a rope; instead of well-dressed hair, baldness; instead of fine clothing, sackcloth; instead of beauty, branding. Your men will fall by the sword, your warriors in battle. The gates of Zion will lament and mourn; destitute, she will sit on the ground.”

	 

	Whether it is the men or the ladies, God is not pleased when his people get involved in witchcraft. But where does it say their witchcraft came from? He said, “They are full of superstitions from the East.” We tend to think Israel was isolated, but they weren’t at all. Especially with King Solomon, who had access to many nations from which people traveled to get his counsel as the wisest and richest man on the planet. Apparently, that included contacts from the East. Let’s take a look at this video transcript that will remind us how witchcraft originated in Babylon, spread all the way to the East, and then eventually came back to Israel: 

	 

	“After the flood, Noah and his family gave thanks and offered sacrifices to God for preserving them. God told Noah to go and multiply and fill the earth. Noah’s family flourished and multiplied. But they did not spread all over the earth. Instead, they moved down from the mountains of Ararat and settled in the plain of Shinar and dreamed of building a big city. ‘Come, let us build a city and a tower to the Heavens so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the whole earth.’

	 

	God, the Creator of the Heavens and the earth, looked down upon them and saw the city and the tower they were building. ‘They are united and spoke the same language. Now, nothing they imagined doing will be impossible for them.’ So, God went down and confused their language, so they could not understand each other. And God scattered them over the face of the earth. And they stopped building the city. They left Babel by foot, by cart, and by boat. Because of the language barriers, each family group became isolated and developed distinct physical traits and cultures.” 

	 

	Roughly two hundred years after the flood, what were the people already engaged in? It was major witchcraft practices that they then took to the rest of the planet. Isaiah was approximately written around 700 B.C.; 1,500 years after the Tower of Babel. So, when you think about it, that is plenty of time for people practicing witchcraft to get all the way over to the East and for Israel to get in contact with them and bring it back home. Again, we are seeing that God does not want his people involved in this evil. So, let’s take a closer look at the Asian witchcraft that influenced Israel even though God told them never to get involved with it. 

	 

	Asia is made up of about fifty countries, so unlike the previous areas in this study, (Egypt, Greece, Rome, and Babylon), where we’ve had the liberty to do a whole chapter on each, with Asia, we only have time to hit two of the most prominent areas: Japan and China. I could easily do a chapter on each; instead, we will combine the two. As far as any other countries in Asia, we will have a video transcript from Indonesia and quickly hit some other Asian highlights, but the huge amount of information in Asia means we don’t have time to cover Korea and much of the Asian areas of the world. I am just trying to give you an overview of how the East was also flooded with witchcraft, just as the Bible tells us. 

	 

	So, let’s start with the Japanese witchcraft, which separates itself into two major categories, the first of which you may be familiar with as the Japanese tradition of having entities they call, “familiars” pun intended. Overall, the Japanese have two major types of witches, which are the fox witch and snake witch, though the cat witch is also popular. The root of those animal beliefs comes from the Japanese being taught that familiar spirits inhabit animals. And these familiars supposedly teach and lead people deeper into witchcraft and the occult, while supposedly also protecting them. But are those entities? They are demons even though practitioners of this witchcraft cannot outright say so. Telling a potential follower that they will be learning directly from demons would cause most to freak out. That is why those pushing the witchcraft have to relabel the experience as something pleasant like communing with wonderful familiar spirits; animal guides that exist only to help people. Doesn’t that sound better for recruiting? Of course, it does, but the whole fictitious story is just a demonic deception.

	 

	Can demons inhabit animals? Yes, because we certainly see that scripturally; like when Jesus sent a man’s demons into pigs that then ran down the hill and drowned themselves. In fact, the average family or individual in Asia were actually encouraged to possess a “good” personal spirit (demon), as opposed to the “bad” spirit (demon) that a witch was said to have.

	 

	“Familiars (sometimes referred to as ‘familiar spirits’ or ‘animal guides’) were believed to be supernatural entities (demons) that would assist witches and cunning folk in their practice of magic. According to the records of the time, they would appear in numerous guises, often as an animal, but also at times as a human or humanoid figure. The animals are more popular in Asia. When they served witches, they were often thought to be evil, while when working for the average ‘Joe-san,’ they were often thought of as good (although there was some ambiguity in both cases). The former was often categorized as demons, while the latter were more commonly thought of and described as fairies.”

	 

	Apparently, the witch was what might even be rightly labeled a demon, while average folks were told to acquire a lovable fairy or happy little leprechaun that were also demons. Though they have been popularized by cartoons, we will get to some of the entities that we all thought were just harmless kids’ tales. Instead, they are more familiar spirits (demons). As we analyze this whole witchcraft practice and process being developed here in Asia, which is exactly like those evil practices setup all over the world, it is eye-opening to see that the entire movement has happened through human contact with demons that lead, direct, and teach people how to do evil. And that includes whether or not they want to characterize it as help from benevolent familiar animal guides. Again, it is no wonder God tells us to stay away from this stuff. 

	 

	Later we will get into so-called modern witchcraft, which is not modern at all, since it’s just recycled evil practices. And it is all common still today as Wicca even admits. They don’t use the Asian style fox, snake, or cat necessarily, but they do use pets and wildlife as witchcraft aids. For example, look at Disney’s animated version of “Pocapukas” I mean, Pocahontas. We maybe should call it Pocapukus because, as we have seen in other studies, that twisted history was a real rip off of the actual Pocahontas, who was a born-again Christian. However, when Disney got hold of the inspiring true story of Christians helping people, they turned her into some American Indian shaman worshiper who followed the teachings and direction of nature spirits (demons).

	 

	Another term often used for familiar spirits is a doppelgänger, which is a German word meaning, “double goer” or “double walker.” It is said that a doppelganger walks with a person, always available to them as a sort of personal helper. Instead, it is actually a demon clinging to a person while claiming they are only there to help, teach, and protect them. But if you know anything about demons, like the information in John 8, satan is not only a liar but also the father of all lies from the beginning. He’s also a murderer, which lets us know that Lucifer’s helpers, demons, have only one ultimate goal and that is to lie, deceive, and ultimately kill you before you decide to follow Jesus Christ. And that’s the lie of witchcraft that claims to help people while instead getting them wrapped up in the occult so they will be led away from Jesus Christ long enough to take their last breath, still separated from God, and thus ending up in hell. 

	 

	Now, let’s get back to the different kinds of Japanese witches, like this “Fox Witch.” A fox witch supposedly keeps a demon-guide companion in a box. Two types of fox witches are kisune-tsukai and kitsune-mochi. “Kisune” is the Japanese word for “fox,” with kisune-mochi being the private solitary practitioner. 

	The kisune-mochi is someone having a fox demon that travels with them wherever they go. They supposedly acquire that familiar spirit by giving it food offerings. A Japanese person forms a pact with their demon to sell their soul to the devil. This helper of his is in exchange for so-called magical services. The Japanese believe these demons inhabiting animals can become invisible, retrieve desired objects, shape shift, and deceive their enemies. And just as the Bible warns, these critters ultimately want to inhabit people. They want to live inside of you, which is what the Japanese call kisume-tsukai. 

	 

	Ultimately the demon inhabiting the fox wants to go into the person. So, a kitsune-tsuki is a person that has become full-blown demonically possessed by the fox spirit. One guy, who lived in the 1800’s, describes someone that this happened to in his area. As you read this, think of the New Testament warning about demonic possession: 

	 

	“Strange is the madness of those into whom demon foxes enter. Sometimes they run naked shouting through the streets. Sometimes they lie down and froth at the mouth, and yelp as a fox yelps. And on some part of the body, of the possessed, a moving lump appears under the skin, which seems to have a life of its own. Prick it with a needle, and it glides instantly to another place. They eat only what foxes are believed to like and they eat a great deal, alleging that not they, but the possessing foxes, are hungry.”

	 

	As I’ve mentioned, the fox spirit and snake spirit are most popular with the cat spirit also being prominent, but the Japanese actually have a lot of different animal spirits. Those are only the top three. 

	 

	The same premise applies with this snake familiar, as with the fox familiar: Though the Japanese would not label it a demon, the demon inhabits the snake, which travels with a person to give them power, just as the fox demon supposedly does. What is wild is that this snake-spirit possession is still functioning today in the East and other countries. The idea is that snake possession supposedly allows people to become clairvoyant so that they can be used as an oracle through the claim that they can predict the future. Does that sound familiar? That is Acts 16:16, with Paul kicking the demon out of a slave girl who earned cash for her owners by fortune-telling. Unfortunately, that same evil still happens today. Here is an example in this video transcript: 

	 

	African man: “In Europe, I know that people don’t believe that there are demons or evil spirits.” 

	 

	Another African man holding down a possessed man and addressing the man’s demon: “Who are you? Are you Bob? Or Estaro? I want to know. In the mighty name of Jesus, I command you to come out of your den. What is your name? Demon, I command you now! What is your name?” 

	 

	The possessed man answers with an unintelligible name. 

	 

	A Christian woman talks about a possessed woman: “They called me. And when I saw her, it became clear to me that there was a spirit in her.” 

	 

	Witch leader talking about the possessed woman: “It is a cobra. Now I will make an oracle out of her, so that the spirit can talk through her. She has to be taken through the ritual.” 

	 

	Part of that bloody ritual is shown. 

	 

	African pastor: “Their practices have its roots in the satanic kingdom; not in the kingdom of God. And everything that is of satan is evil, is demonic, and we cannot accept those things.” 

	 

	Scenes of demonically possessed people and Christians working to free them. 

	 

	A Christian has his hand on the forehead of that possessed woman the witch leader made into an oracle: “I set you free. Jesus, come now. Have your liberty in Jesus name.” 

	 

	Amen. I love how that ends with the woman delivered from her demon (or demons) through Jesus Christ. It is interesting how our so-called modern society downplays demon possession as if it doesn’t happen. But it does and I think a lot of demon-possessed people self-medicate, get medicated into being mute, or are put away in psych wards because the diagnosis is just a psychological issue. I’m not saying some aspect of it is not psychological but having visited psych wards to witness and pray for people over the past twenty-plus years, I’m telling you, there is a different spirit in those places. A lot of those people are demonically possessed, even if our secular society refuses to admit it. The demonically possessed are given drugs, which is not going to help that issue. The only answer to deliver those people is Jesus Christ. He is what they need. Our modern mindset leads society to rule out demon possession like it does not happen even if it seems to be as rampant today as it was in the New Testament times. Again, why do you think Jesus encountered so many demonically possessed people back then? As we saw, Roman culture was deeply infiltrated with witchcraft so the prevalence of it in Jesus’ time was no surprise.

	 

	Now, in that video transcript, the African witch leader wanted the woman to get possessed by the same snake spirit (familiar) that Japanese witches seek. The video even shows the woman’s tongue flicking out like a snake. Again, just like biblical times, the man had the woman get possessed so he could make an oracle of her for his money-making purposes. Here is Paul speaking in Acts 16:16: 

	 

	“Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a spirit (having a spirit of Python) by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling.”

	 

	Because witchcraft so permeated Roman society during the time of the early Church, Paul encountered a girl who had been deliberately possessed with a snake spirit (the python spirit) to become an oracle. Occultists had done it to the girl to make money. So, what did Paul do? He delivered her in the name of Jesus Christ. And everyone was excited about it, right? No, the men making money from her possession were very angry because their way of making a living got destroyed. As you just saw, this practice still goes on around the world today, certainly including Japanese witchcraft. 

	 

	Besides the fox, snake, and other animal spirits, another category of Japanese witchcraft is about families of witches, or “generational” witchcraft. 

	 

	“These hereditary witches, known as Tsukimono-suji, are feared and venerated, though they are also often shunned due to the stigma attached to their Kitsune. Once a family has been identified as Tsukimono-suji, marriage becomes difficult, especially for females in the house.” 

	 

	They believe familiar spirits are passed down the maternal line through the ladies in the family. So, if you find out the girl you’re dating is from a family of witches, you should go in understanding that she is literally going to raise demons. She will be working to implant real demons in your kids. Hey, at least when you get mad, it’ll be okay to call them little demons. But for those of us thinking straight, that might be a deterrent to marriage. These Japanese generational witches are just like European witchcraft traditions that stress the importance of familiar spirits that are supposedly passed down through a family’s maternal line. Of course, the teachings are similar because it all comes from the same source. 

	 

	The Japanese also have their version of talismans that are typically in written form on pieces of paper called “Ofuda,” which means “slip of paper” or “card.” 

	 

	“In the Japanese religion, an ofuda refers to the following items: A talisman issued by a Shinto shrine on which is written the name of the shrine or its enshrined kami (spirits) and stamped with the shrine’s seal. Such ofuda are often placed on household Shinto altars (kamidana) and revered both as a symbol of the shrine’s deity (or deities) and a medium through which the kami (spirits) in question can be accessed by the worshiper.”

	 

	Again, that is the Japanese talisman they relied upon to supposedly perform a couple of roles: First they used them just like the earlier societies we looked at where people would carry around special rocks, dolls, or figurines for protection. Besides individual and home protection, the ofuda talisman was also said to bring good luck. And again, showing this is nothing new, the Japanese had a portable version of the ofuda that was put into a small bag for people to carry with them, exactly like the mojo bags already mentioned. The Japanese call that a “gofu” talisman.

	 

	Again, the other cultures we’ve seen have been more reliant on figurines and rocks, while the Asian cultures normally have their talisman in written form, including special words from an important local shrine and even its stamp of approval. That is what Japan’s people relied upon for protection. Along with the writings, like witchcraft words in other cultures, the Japanese had a practice of using specific words for certain spells when they wanted to put a curse on someone. They were also instructed to perform the right mannerisms in order to access the power to make it do what the person wanted. The Japanese called those words, “kotodama,” or “kototama,” which means “word spirit” or “word soul.” 

	 

	So, these talismans didn’t have scribbling like, “stay away from me,” or, “give me good luck.” It was specific words they believed to have the power of good luck, protection, or the ability to produce some sort of a negative effect on another person. 

	 

	“Kotodama or kototama (‘word spirit/soul’) refers to the Japanese belief that mystical powers dwell in words and names. 

	 

	If you have seen our very extensive study called, Charismatic Chaos, you know that practice is also something the Word of Faith movement relies upon. They claim there is power in our words. They tell us we better not dare say anything negative because we are all little gods, who have the power through our words to create any positive or negative reality. And that is why they say we need to practice positive words and phrases that will create any reality we desire. 

	 

	But that’s just flat-out witchcraft! Modern-day charismatics in the Church, including Word of Faith teachers, not only promote Hinduism and New Age; they also give their followers occult witchcraft practices to perform. Yet, people want to say it is bad for us Christians to call those false teachers out. I do not agree. Just as Word of Faith people practice, the Japanese have kotodama or kototama as their “magic” words.

	 

	“English translations include “soul of language”, “spirit of language”, “power of language”, “power word”, “magic word”, and “sacred sound”. The notion of kotodama presupposes that sounds can magically affect objects, and that ritual word usages can influence our environment, body, mind, and soul. Kotodama is related to Japanese words such as kotoage (words raised up; invoke the magical power of words), kotomuke (directed words; cause submission through the power of words), and jumon (magic spell; magic words; incantation).”

	 

	That is exactly the same practice used in the modern Word of Faith movement, which is 100% witchcraft with a little Christianese slapped on it to sneak that word of false faith into our Christian Church.

	 

	Now, one prominent area where the Japanese use their Kotodama or Kotatama (the power of words) to supposedly create a person’s own reality, is not only in the full practice of witchcraft, but also with their martial arts. 

	 

	If you want to start a fight, start picking on someone’s practice of martial arts or yoga. With the latter, when you try to tell a Christian involved with yoga that it comes straight out of the occult religious practices of Hinduism, and that you cannot separate the two, they will often reply that they only do it for exercise. But we dealt with that in our studies called, Hinduism and the Dangers of Yoga and New Age & The Last Day Deception. Why would you want to perform a Hindu ritual for exercise? How about some pushups, jumping jacks, running, or weightlifting? Why does it have to be yoga, which is flat-out Hinduism? In fact, the very word, “yoga,” means “yoke.” When practiced, yoga is purposefully yoking yourself with a Hindu deity (demon). A lot of yoga is practicing snake postures meant to simulate a snake. 

	 

	The other thing that can really rile people up is when you say they should think twice before getting involved with martial arts. Again, I won’t go into a lot of detail here, but we dealt with that extensively in our Buddhism study where we expose martial arts, as well as what the Star Wars movies are promoting. For example, most of us know martial artists are often taught to say, ‘Hi-YAH!’ What does that mean? Is it, “Hi! Hello. I like your hair.”? No. They admit that those specific words come from kotodama/kototama. 

	 

	Martial artists use those words as a way to supposedly tap into a magical power that will give them power and strength against their enemies. In fact, martial arts teach that practitioners can use the power of words to push objects and opponents away without even touching them. You may think this is all just an interesting theory and I am picking on martial arts but listen to this: 

	 

	“The founder of aikido used kototama, power words, or magical words, as a spiritual basis for his teachings and embodies the essence of Shinto, the indigenous religion and spiritual foundation of Japan. Shinto and Aikido are tied together by their common foundation, the kotodama principle.”

	 

	More specifically, he said aikido is based on the kototama principal and is the highest way to practice kototama. So, it is not just a small part of it or some wild theory. Magic words are woven into aikido.

	 

	“It is the means by which one realizes his true nature as a god and finds ultimate freedom.” 

	 

	But that founder of aikido is actually teaching a practice that is not meant to give freedom. Instead, it brings on bondage. Besides indoctrinating people into Asian philosophies that counter biblical Christianity, he’s teaching Asian witchcraft. In fact, here is a video transcript where practitioners are admitting they use words in an attempt to draw on powers: 

	 

	Narrator: “Kotodama, a Japanese spiritual tradition that has spanned thousands of years, was the practice, in which Morihei Ueshiba, the founder of Aikido, was trained.” 

	 

	Aikido instructor, Jack Wada, demonstrates maneuvers with an Aikido pole.

	 

	Narrator: “Aikido instructor, Jack Wada showed me the torus nature of the Kotodama chant (their core practice of tuning one’s consciousness).” 

	 

	Wada: “About Kotodama and Kototama, the two words in Chinese characters (in Japanese): ‘koto’ is like ‘word,’ and ‘tama” is like ‘soul’ or ‘spirit.’ And so, Kotodama can be kind of the spirit or the soul of the universe expressed in sound. 

	 

	The sensei is shown meditating.

	 

	Wada: “The sensei, karate teacher, said that these sounds generated, activated, and sustained are what he called creation. In other words, I think he was looking past the obvious physical universe into almost like an energy blueprint for creation.” 

	 

	Wada demonstrates the Kotodama chant. 

	 

	Narrator: “Apparently, sound also has transformative powers when aligned with the torus and this seems to have been known long, long ago. I personally had felt what it was like to tap into this energy through Aikido.” 

	 

	A man draws an energy field around himself by tapping into that energy through Aikido.

	At the end, even the narrator admitted to feeling occult powers when practicing martial arts. Again, I don’t have time to go into all this research from our detailed study of Buddhism, but I’ll recap some: Bill Rudge had been one of the top martial arts experts in the United States for a long time and then came out of it after getting saved. When contemplating whether to exit martial arts, he asked himself two questions: “Did God still want him involved with it?” and “Should he speak out to Christians?” In speaking out, here are just a couple of reasons he says we Christians should have nothing to do with martial arts: First, it instills pride and egotism. God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. Second, Rudge says the sport also has a violent nature. Though he believes (and I would agree) that there certainly is a need for self-defense in some instances (the Bible also agrees), why not take boxing? Why does it have to be martial arts? There is always an alternative. Also, Rudge says self-defense was not even their focus. Their aim was on maiming and crippling the opponent. In fact, he gave this account:

	 

	“One time before I quit, a man got so obnoxious with me that I actually considered taking his eyes out. I realized that this should not be an option for someone seeking to live under Christ’s Lordship.” 

	 

	Yeah, I would say he’s right. The main reason I am bringing Bill Rudge up is because he said martial arts “clearly links you to Eastern mysticism and the occult.” It’s just like yoga, where people say they are only practicing it for exercise but then they tend to get into New Age and Hinduism. So, stop kidding yourself; the same problem is inherent with martial arts. Eventually, you are going to go in a direction away from God. Here is more from Rudge: 

	 

	“There are definite Eastern mystical and occultic overtones inherent in the martial arts. Many who initially begin martial arts training for self-defense, physical discipline, exercise, and health benefits, or for sports competition, eventually become involved in practices and philosophies that are diametrically opposed to biblical Christianity. In all styles of the martial arts, there is an underlying philosophy that eventually conflicts with the Scripture. These disciplines have an alluring effect that tends to lead a person, little by little, into Eastern religious and occult philosophy and practice.” 

	 

	Sometimes when people keep pursuing martial arts, they get possessed. That is especially so with Asian cultures where practitioners get “magical” words permanently tattooed on their bodies in hopes of gaining power. In that way, they actually work toward having familiar spirits come inhabit them to get power. Here is a video transcript with an example of that from Japanese martial arts (and then we’ll move on to Chinese witchcraft): 

	 

	Narrator: “Thousands gathered outside a Bangkok temple to get in touch with their spiritual side and pay respects to magic tattoo master, Ngawang Papahoan. The Buddhist monk passed away in 2002 at age 79 but his following is more alive than ever, and his tattoos are said to cast a trance on believers.” 

	 

	Follower: “I wear seventeen hanuman tattoos. They are very powerful. It is very hot in my body.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Some even become possessed by the spirits of the animal tattoos on their bodies.” 

	 

	Follower: “It doesn’t matter how many tattoo scripts you put on the body. If your mind doesn’t connect to the gods, then the gods won’t possess you.”

	 

	Narrator: “The tattooing practice is done in the traditional method, using a long spear and ink made from herbs and even cigarette ash.” 

	 

	Jean-Pierre Mestanza: “Hey, guys, we’re here at Wat Bang Phra. We’re fifty kilometers outside of Bangkok, and this place is known for Sak Yant tattoos. Sak Yant tattoos are known for their magical properties. They can do anything from just bless you with normal, simple, good fortune to giving you the ability to dodge bullets. And I’m here because I want to get one of these.” 

	Mestanza again, after getting a Sak Yant tattoo: “Well, I just got my tattoo. I’m feeling pretty excited now. I mean, it hurts a little bit still, but not too much. Now that I got my tattoo, tomorrow is the Wai Kru festival.” 

	 

	Mestanza at the festival the next day: “As soon as we got to the Wai Kru Festival, my cameraman and I got separated because of the chaos and all the craziness in the crowd. A lot of these people who have had tattoos before are getting into a trance; they are acting really crazy and wild. They are throwing themselves around. Some of them are jumping over people. Some of them are diving. All you have is whatever space is immediately around the hairs of your body. So, it is a little chaotic. It is a little scary, really. It is pretty dangerous. I can definitely tell you that.” 

	 

	The rest of the video shows numerous festival goers acting crazy while supposedly in trances. 

	 

	So, keep getting tattoos and practicing martial arts because it’s perfectly fine and nothing evil can happen, right? Wrong! As a person progresses deeper, they are not only led astray into Eastern occult practices; he or she may actually become possessed. 

	 

	Now, let’s quickly run through some about Chinese witchcraft. China’s religious practice in general is what is called, “polyphyletic,” meaning “diverse.” They liken it to an empty bowl with various elements thrown in. As this description tells us, around China you will find a variety of beliefs from Buddhism to Confucius followers, and a lot more:

	 

	“This may include the veneration of forces of nature and ancestors, exorcism of harmful forces, and a belief in the rational order of nature, the universe and reality that can be influenced by human beings and their rulers, as well as spirits and gods.” 

	 

	Some Chinese worship many gods or so-called “immortals.” And as with most all cultures around the world, they also get involved in witchcraft. 

	 

	There is too much information about Chinese witchcraft to deal with here, so this will be a very quick overview: Chinese witchcraft goes by the name, “Wuism,” which is just a version of “Shamanism.” 

	 

	Whether male or female, that is the Chinese version of a witch or witch doctor. In fact, at the time of this writing, there is a series on Netflix called, Wu Assassins. Now that you know “Wu” means witch, you understand the series is about assassins that are witches. “Wu” specifically means “shaman,” “wizard,” and “one who mediates with powers.” Of course, that means they communicate with demonic entities. The female version is considered a sorceress, while males are sorcerers. Just like most worldwide witchcraft, the Chinese believe cosmic powers like the sun, the moon, stars, the wind, and clouds dominate nature, and that these Wu wizards perform practices meant to manipulate those forces. Later, we will see how modern witches practice the same. Chinese witches (shaman or Wu) perform rituals and dances, get into trances, and throw out bones. All that still goes on today. 

	 

	“The shaman would perform various ritual functions for groups of believers and local communities, such as the moon drum dance.”

	 

	What does that sound like? It is the same as our American Indian shamanism, which is because the two are the exact same thing. Again, this is nothing new. In relation to its contemporary counterparts, “Wu” translates as witch, warlock, or witch doctor. 

	 

	Wu, witch doctors supposedly have (demonic) powers for things like healing with many Asians relying on those practitioners. Oftentimes in Asian communities and still to this day, when all else fails through modern medicine, the people turn to witchcraft from their witches (shamans, or wus). Many Asians believe illnesses can be caused by demons, and there is biblical evidence for that, but demons are not the source of those issues for everyone and all illness. Still, that is what they believe, so they use a wu, witch doctor, and his supposedly demonic powers, to try to get rid of a so-called demonic ailment. As we saw earlier, attempting that is a losing battle. The way they try ridding themselves of demons, is through a wu, using arrows, a spear or a lance, to go through the community “air-stabbing” (pretending to stab) those pesky demons to destroy them. 

	 

	Yeah, that is not going to work. Here are some examples: Several times a year, and also during special occasions such as the funeral of a prince, hordes of exorcists would race shrieking through the city streets, enter the courtyards and homes, and thrust their spears into the air, attempting to expel the evil creatures. Also, prisoners would be dismembered, after which their parts would be scattered outside city gates to serve both as a deterrent to the demons and as an indication of their fate should they be captured. So, a witch doctor actually hacks up, as a warning to demons, and then symbolically pokes them to “death” or “departure.” That is their version of an exorcism. Although it is a crazy way to get rid of demons, especially since it doesn’t work, unfortunately, the practice still goes on today.

	 

	These Chinese wus, or shamans, are also looked upon as rainmakers, which is exactly what our American Indian shaman do. And that too is the same old witchcraft from both cultures. Hollywood loves to glamorize the American Indian culture as having been such a peaceful society with a great love of nature before the European settlers came to mess it all up. But that is not the whole truth of their culture because they were heavy duty into witchcraft and other occult practices, including human sacrifice. So, those elements need to be added to the history for us to really understand what was going on there.

	 

	The Chinese rainmakers (wus) believe they can control rainfall and flooding through sacrificial rain dance ceremonies. They carry out an exhausting dance within a ring of fire that causes them to sweat profusely with the drops of their perspiration supposedly producing rain. Hey, every day of the week, I’ll take a modern-day cloud seeding from an airplane over wus witch dances. Here’s another prominent practice of Chinese witches: 

	 

	Wu’s could supposedly interpret dreams to tell a person what was really going on inside his or her head. Again, the practice continues to this day, but there has always been a dangerous side to it with wus supposedly able to interpret the guilty dreams of murderers, which made wus feared and considered dangerous. What a powerful weapon that could be in the community. And speaking of power, within the Chinese culture, wus also got involved in politics. 

	 

	In fact, some would say there have been Chinese kings who were wu shamans that had worked their way all the way up in politics. We will end this chapter on an example of how these wus made a lot of money with their witchcraft, just like our American Word of Faith teachers do in the Christian Church’s charismatic community. Those false teachers also rip people off with techniques that include their Christianized witchcraft. It is the same with the Chinese wu who sometimes got money and power through intimidation from their supposed magic, or witchcraft, and its consequences. People needed to be careful when interacting or opposing a wu because they could easily “interpret” your dream in a way that could ruin or even end your life. 

	 

	So, these Chinese “ritual bureaucrats” were flat-out witches and it got me to thinking: It’s a good thing that doesn’t happen here in U.S. politics, right? Wrong! At the time of your reading this and Lord willing, we may have our last study done that finishes up the many years it has taken us to cover World Religions, Cults & The Occult. That final stage will be about Freemasonry, the Illuminati, and other secret societies. If you don’t think witchcraft has a big part to play in our politics today, just do a small background check on the Bush, Clinton and Obama families.

	 

	Like Japan, China has their version of a written talisman. Japan’s ofuda is the same as the Chinese “Fulu.” 

	 

	Throughout Chinese history, that talisman was magic symbols and words painted or written on paper that were supposed to be able to summon deities or spirits. The uses were for exorcism and medicinal potions that supposedly helped with ailments. They even tried to make the magic easy to understand so that “anyone could have the power to control the spirits.” Besides, the talisman paper writings, the Chinese also made talisman coins. 

	 

	The Chinese would put their magic words on the coins just as the earlier Roman and Greek societies did for carrying around in the hopes of gaining good luck or protection. A popular material their portable talismans were made of was Jade. 

	 

	Most people don’t realize the sacred stone common to Asian witches in China was jade. That is likely the main reason Asian jade has become prevalent and popularized. Yellow jade supposedly assisted with earth centered magic while blue Jade was said to be able to aid in reaching the Heavens. 

	 

	“Many witches and notable people wore Jade as an amulet to protect their body from harm. And still today, Wu, Chinese witches, continue a presence in Chinese culture. They act as clairvoyants, diviners, charm weavers, and can supposedly get rid of evil spirits.” 

	 

	Of course, just like all the other countries we have looked at for their witchcraft, the Chinese witches are also into witchcraft mirrors. Their version is called the “Bagua.”

	 

	Their bagua mirrors are used as part of Chinese feng shui (fung’ shway), which we dealt with in our Buddhism study. Feng shui is the Asian belief that we must arrange items around us in a way that attracts the best qi (chee) energy. And these mirrors are not only used in Asian feng shui, they are also part of their witchcraft. For feng shui, a concave or convex mirror is recommended; while their witchcraft prescribes a flat one, just like the others we have seen from previous witchcraft cultures. These bagua mirrors are still made and used today so people can either find them at a witchcraft store or make them, as an Asian lady talks about in this video transcript: 

	 

	“Hi. Today I wanted to talk about the bagua mirror and how to work with it in traditional witchcraft. I do want to first make sure to distinguish using the bagua mirror in feng shui versus traditional witchcraft. So, today we’re gonna to be talking specifically about the occultists. The bagua mirror is believed to be a form of spell crafting. You have the eight bagua trigrams arranged in a particular way: the shape, the colors. Every aspect lends itself toward the energy raising and the magic of the bagua mirror. And most of them will also have a fu sigil, magic writing, or talisman, on the back, as well. 

	 

	Usually in feng shui when you hear from feng shui masters you’re going to be looking for a bagua mirror that’s either a concave or a convex, depending on your particular feng shui needs; usually it’s because there are poison arrows of some kind around the area. Anyway, I’m getting off topic. For the practitioner of craft (for the witch), you’re going to want to look for one that’s flat, which trigram you want up top, and how you want to turn it is going to depend on what your... You know what; I think I’m going to create a graphic for this.

	 

	Now, here is how to work with the dial on your mirror. Example: Say you want to employ defensive magic or warding to safeguard by agitating a force that someone else is sending toward you to hurt you. For that, work with thunder on your bagua magical mirror. When using the mirror, turn the dial so the trigram ‘thunder’ is up toward Heaven. Now, if there are roadblocks challenging the flow of money, income, and prosperity toward you, cast wind so when using the mirror in your spell crafting, the wind trigram would be up. Typically, in East Asia, you would buy one of these that has already been consecrated and charged; ready to go from a master practitioner of the craft. But since you probably do not have access to that, I’ll show you how to charge one of these yourself.”

	 

	Yeah, no, thank you. So, those are still being promoted and used today. And part of the reason witchcraft is embedded and popular in Asian society even now, is because media there pushes their version of our animation industry like Disney that popularizes witchcraft. It’s called, “anime,” and it’s huge in Asian cultures, as well as becoming popular here in the United States. Anime is a heavy-duty promoter of witchcraft. Here are some anime witches with their cat spirits (familiar-spirit demons) that supposedly act as animas’ helpful traveling companions and the whole thing is straight up witchcraft: 

	 

	“Magical girl is...fantasy light novels, manga, comic magazines, anime, and video games which features girls who use magic or possess magical powers. Magical girls transform to unlock their powers and are often accompanied by an animal mascot, using wands or scepters as a weapon to fight monsters.”

	 

	Today they are also working on a “magical boy.” In fact, it’s so popular in China that a Chinese news organization, the South China Morning Post, said this: 

	 

	“Belief in witches runs rampant in some rural Chinese communities, a new study shows. In one rural farming community in southwestern China, 13.7 per cent of the population have been labeled “zhu,” or “witches,” by their neighbors according to a newspaper published on January 8 in Nature Human Behavior. ‘Zhu households are believed to raise snakes, and poison people by providing them polluted food or simply by eye contact.’”

	 

	Of course, that eye contact refers to the evil eye, which is such a big part of witchcraft everywhere. But think about how over thirteen percent of that community are witches. I don’t know that we have a study on how many here in the United States are witches, but I think we’d probably be surprised if we could somehow get an accurate number. That amount would probably be much higher than we would think. Also parallel with the witchcraft practices we have seen elsewhere, many Chinese people are not only into witchcraft, but also black magic. Again, the illusion that occultists try to portray is that there are different practices of witchcraft which range from good to bad depending on whether they are magic, that is supposedly white, black, green, purple, or whatever color. I don’t care what shade they want to choose, it’s all bad and these Asian wu witches, just like the Word of Faith people who have infiltrated our Church here in America, are getting rich, driving fancy cars, and living in mansions from selling the supposed power of words. Even Asian politicians, along with Asians from all walks of life, pay these witch doctors big bucks. Here is an interesting video transcript about wu witches: 

	 

	Reporter, Step Vaessen: “He is going down into the world of mystery and magic, because Anwar’s business went bankrupt. Now he spends his last money on the only person he believes can help him: Ki Joko Bodo, the richest and most successful witch doctor in Indonesia. In his underground cave, Joko Bodo uses his own medicines, candles, swords, dolls, and perfume. Anwar is convinced the treatment will make him a rich man.” 

	 

	Anwar: “I completely believe he can do it. My friends were all successful after visiting Ki Joko Bodo.” 

	 

	Vaessen: “Upon request, the witch doctor also performs black magic. He even tells us that people order him to kill their political opponents by using magic; something he says he can do.” 

	 

	Ki Joko Bodo: “Of course, it’s against the law. But please prove it was done through magic.” 

	 

	Vaessen: “It’s in this dark underground cave in Jakarta, where people are coming to look for solutions to their love life, their medical problems, or even for political support. Their belief in magic is so big that they are willing to pay huge amounts of money. Even the most devout religious people think that magic is their last resort. Ki Joko Bodo has made a fortune with his magic. He has built houses like castles and owns several expensive sports cars. He doesn’t believe that what he does is wrong. As long as people are willing to pay huge amounts of money to fulfill their dreams with magic, Ki Joko Bodo will be able to expand his fleet of cars. It doesn’t seem likely the government will stop him anytime soon. High profile clients, like parliament members or ministers, pay up to thousands of dollars depending on their request. In Indonesia, even the President himself, although he would deny it in public, is said to believe in magic.” 

	Elderly Asian man: “If the Indonesian President denies it, that’s probably because he is embarrassed with people like Barack Obama. Although, Obama, I’m sure, believes in this as well.” 

	 

	You will not find that last comment in our United States media. In that video, the elderly man at the end who looked like some sort of Indonesian scholar, just threw in Obama’s name like it’s common for people there to know what he claimed. I wonder why those eight years of Obama’s administration were so rough for the U.S. and why does it feel like we’re in a huge spiritual battle today?  Of course, that is because we are. Now, as we close out this chapter, for those of us who think these kinds of witch doctor practices are not going to make it to our country, here is a quick quote about how Asian-Americans can be witches too, many as a way to connect with the traditions they’ve learned about their culture of origin: 

	 

	“According to a Pew Research Center study, Millennials are leaving traditional religions like Christianity at record numbers and while many are identifying as atheist, non-religious, or just ’spiritual,’ a noticeable proportion are also identifying with occultism and practices like Wicca. While no hard statistics on the amount of witches exists, it’s undeniable that more and more communities, places of worship, and shops have sprouted up to support the growing numbers of people identifying as hoodoo practitioners, African-American spirituality, brujas (witches,) Wiccans and more.”

	 

	So, just like Asian witchcraft got into and began to permeate Israel, that same version of witchcraft has been coming here to America, adding to the other forms of witchcraft that have also made inroads here. In the next chapter, we will head south from where we’ve been in the East. We will visit the witchcraft practices of India and the island nations in that area of the world. 

	 

	Most of us have seen Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. We came away thinking it was all just the Hollywood imagination and that human sacrifices do not actually occur in those places. But wait until you see India and the islands’ version of witchcraft. After that information we will head over to Africa, followed by the Americas with the Aztecs and Mayans, and then finally get to European witchcraft.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Eight
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	The History of Witchcraft

	in India & Islands

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	So far, we’ve seen that the modern-day word, “Wicca,” just means, “witchcraft,” which has been practiced all over the world in many different forms for centuries. We also know that the only protection from witchcraft comes through first being a Christian and then calling on the authority of Jesus Christ. Nine times out of ten, a safe answer to any question that arises in the Church is “Jesus” amen and praise God! 

	 

	For the last five chapters, the history of witchcraft has taken us on a journey around the world to prove that modern-day witchcraft (Wicca) is nothing new at all. It has been around, since not long after God judged the planet with a worldwide flood. About 200 years later, people were not only rebelling by building the Tower of Babel, but the archeological evidence shows that they were also steeped in witchcraft and other occult practices. And when God judged that by confusing language and dispersing the nations, where were witchcraft practices taken first? From Babylon it went to Egypt, followed by Greece and then Rome, after which it hit Asia, the area we studied in the last chapter. 

	 

	In fact, 1,500 years after the Tower of Babel, in the book written by Isaiah, he is warning Israel to stop dabbling in witchcraft from the East. That was about 700 B.C., which was plenty of time for witchcraft to make it to Asia and then on to Israel where it was rebuked by God. 

	 

	We saw that the Asian cultures have been full of witchcraft and still are to this day. Of course, Asia encompasses a huge number of countries so, for the sake of space in this book, we had to only highlight a couple. I really wanted to also hit the Korean peninsula because they have all kinds of crazy witchcraft history, but instead we just stuck to the two big guns: Japan and China. Even today, the Japanese are into witchcraft on a massive scale with what they call familiar spirits that are witches like the fox, snake, cat, and bird witches. Those animals supposedly get demons inside them to guide and train people in witchcraft. We also saw that the Japanese use a written form of an occult-witchcraft talismans, because witchcraft words are prominent with their culture, including the martial arts community, and that is true even to this day. 

	 

	Then we looked at Chinese witchcraft, which is still going strong today with their wu witches that are their shamans, or witch doctors. Chinese witchcraft has the common Asian talisman in written form. They also use a staple of witchcraft everywhere with their version of mirrors called baqua mirrors. And just as Hollywood and Disney, unfortunately, promote witchcraft by portraying it in a positive light here in America, the Asian communities promote the same sort of genre with their “anime” in light fantasy novels and comic books. 

	 

	In this chapter we will go a bit south and west from China to another place that is still steeped in witchcraft to this day. That is India, as well as what I am calling the island nations southeast of India. 

	 

	But before we get into that, let’s first remind ourselves about why God has such strong warnings against witchcraft and what He originally told Israel to do about it. When they came across people who were involved with witchcraft and occult practices, because some Christians say that maybe we should not be teaching about witchcraft. With all due respect, over and over in the Old and New Testaments, God talks about occult practices, including witchcraft. He has strong words about it, so my point is this: If we pastors, as shepherds of the Church, are going to teach the whole Bible like we’re told to do by God, we have to not only hit on Bible prophecy, but also the occult issues God talks about. I know the whole subject is kind of freaky but when God speaks about it so many times throughout the Bible, don’t you think we should get equipped on those evil practices? That is my justification for warning people about the occult. And here in Leviticus 20:22-27 is one of a multitude of passages where God has some seriously strong words against witchcraft: 

	 

	“Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out.” 

	 

	Whoa! He says, “vomit.” That is a serious word, right? So, in order for them to stay on the new land, here is what God warns them of: 

	 

	“You must not live according to the customs of the nations I am going to drive out before you.” 

	 

	That presupposes the land vomiting them out if they ever end up living by the customs of those people occupying the land prior to the Israelites. God goes on about those people He is driving out for the Israelites, and notice that He uses another very strong word: “abhor.”

	 

	“Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. But I said to you (Israel,) ‘You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am the Lord, your God, who has set you apart from the nations. You must therefore make a distinction between clean and unclean animals and between unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves along the ground, those which I have set apart as unclean for you.” 

	 

	The reason God gave the Israelites dietary laws certainly included a practical side. Can you imagine how it might not work out well for people to be eating shellfish in a desert with no refrigerator? It would probably be the first and last time they ever did that. So, there was a practical side and also it was one of God’s many ways to use Israel as an object lesson for all people. Israel was to be a light unto the nations. Their actions at God’s prompting sent messages to the world about problems the Gentiles had that needed to be fixed. And then those issues would hopefully cause people to come to God for the fix. This particular one in Leviticus was to point out that God is clean, and we are unclean. God gave Israel the dietary laws to make the Israelites stand out on purpose. 

	 

	It is similar to God’s temple, which the Israelites could not just come and go from as they pleased. There was a gate that symbolized having to go through Jesus Christ, along with the bronze laver (basin) full of water for cleansing their hands as Jesus cleanses us from sin. They had an altar for sacrifice, which pointed to Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, and only the high priest could get into the Holy of Holies. And who is the high priest for us Christians? Again, that aspect of the Israelite’s temple symbolized Jesus, everyone’s high priest. Also, inside the holy place was the showbread that symbolized the bread of life, which is Jesus. And they had the light because Jesus is the light of the world. The parallels went on and on because God was saying there is only one way to come to Him because God is clean (Holy) and we are unclean (unholy). So, God again is using the Jewish people to make a point. Now, let’s continue with Leviticus:

	 

	“You are to be holy to me because I, the Lord, am Holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own.”

	 

	Again, He wants them to be the example by refraining from practices God holds as abhorrent. He is not only laying down rules for their own good, but also as an object lesson. Now, from there, what exactly is it that could cause the Israelites to get vomited out of God’s land? God tells them how to deal with certain practices that are abhorrent to Him and this punishment God gives is obviously the worst possible: 

	 

	“A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. You are to stone them with rocks until they die; their blood will be on their own heads.”

	 

	Hey, aren’t you glad we no longer live under the old covenant? God not only finds those practices abhorrent, his original penalty in the old covenant of the Old Testament was immediate death at the hands of God’s people. Would you say God takes a serious view of occult practices? Again, I’m not saying we should go back to Old Testament punishments where we round up witches and other occultists to execute them. Please do not say I said that because I am not. And neither is our New Testament (the new covenant). 

	 

	But we have to deal with witchcraft by understanding that those practicing it have been some of the evilest people in history. In fact, with this study, I have to hold back some of the worst things these people have done because even what I’ll give you is horrific enough with occult people murdering others. And as you read this right now, they continue to do so because they follow occult beliefs that are lies, including those involving witchcraft. So, we need to deal with the issue, and it is no wonder the evil of dark witch practices is part of why God says occult behavior is abhorrent. 

	 

	After looking at some of this information, we can see why God tells Israel that he will toss (vomit) them off the land if they get into demonic and satanic practices like the occult and witchcraft. We will again see in this chapter that satan is not just a liar, but he is the father of lies and has also been a murderer from the beginning. And when people get involved in satan’s practices, it leads them astray and away from God, including His truth that would have delivered them. The devil’s demon helpers are also available to help him trick people long enough to flat-out kill them, get them to kill others, or at least see them take their last breath before making the choice to surrender to Christ. And dying without Christ means going straight to hell. Again, satan and his demon team are murderers, which is what we’re dealing with as far as satan’s witchcraft. It is extremely serious stuff! 

	That said, let’s move on to take a look at the next unfortunate region of our planet that was not only involved with witchcraft in the past, but still is today with what amounts to a lot of murderous, evil, and wicked behavior. And when we look at witchcraft in India and the nearby islands, it will remind some of us Harrison Ford fans, about a scene from Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. Let us take a look at that video transcript: 

	 

	Occultists are chanting during a witchcraft ceremony with Indian Jones (Harrison Ford), a woman (Willie Scott), and a boy (Shorty), looking on from their hiding spot. 

	 

	Indiana Jones: “It’s a Thuggee ceremony. They’re worshiping Kali.” 

	 

	Willie Scott: “Have you ever seen anything like this before?” 

	 

	Indiana Jones: “Nobody’s seen this for a hundred years.” 

	 

	A cage is lowered to the ground, and a man is put inside. The head witch walks over to the man, says some incantations as the crowd chants, and then reaches into the man’s chest to pull out his still-beating heart. Willie Scott and Shorty scream. 

	 

	Yeah, I think I’d scream, too. Wow. Hey, it’s a good thing that’s just Hollywood and human sacrifices do not go on in real life, with crazy occult people secretly killing others. And India certainly wouldn’t have people doing that, right? Yes, they would, and that was sarcasm to make this point: Unfortunately, human sacrifice is still going on to this day. I have to give that movie credit because whoever wrote the script for that particular Indiana Jones movie really did their homework. That scene is based on actual occurrences.

	 

	So, that part of the movie was about real people. In fact, “Thuggee” is where we get our English word, “thug.” And these thuggees were guys involved in occult witchcraft, who would rob and murder people because of their worship of Kali. That was a real group on a massive scale. 

	“The English word thug traces its roots to the Hindi (thag), which means ‘swindler’ or ‘deceiver.’”

	 

	Again, these were traveling groups of murderers, and it wasn’t just for riches, as I’ll get to shortly. A lot of historians say the Thuggees came from the Muslim tribes and families, after which they worked their way into the Hindu culture. 

	 

	“Thugs are said to have operated as gangs of highway robbers, tricking and later strangling their victims. To take advantage of their victims, the thugs would join travelers and gain their confidence; this would allow them to surprise and strangle the travelers with a handkerchief or noose. They would then rob and bury their victims. During the 1830’s, the thugs were targeted for eradication by the Governor-General of India.”

	 

	When a 1930’s Indian Jones said the Thuggee ritual hadn’t been seen in a hundred years, that was accurate. However, unfortunately, the practice did get rekindled and still goes on today. So, now you know that those calling their buddies thugs and those proud to say they live the “thug life,” should understand the origin of that word and not want to be associated with it. Today, there are even female thugs. But whether male or female, these people have always been occultist murderers who were brutal in their killing that included women and children. In fact, here are a couple of examples: 

	 

	“A watercolor (1837) by an unknown artist of three Thugs strangling a traveler; one holds his feet, another his hands and a third tightens the ligature around his neck. Created in Lucknow, based on descriptions from imprisoned Thug leaders.”

	 

	“A sketch by the same artist of a group of Thugs stabbing the eyes of murdered travelers before throwing the bodies into a well.”

	 

	Those people traveled around killing people right and left; but not just because they were hardcore thugs. Indian Jones’ Thuggees were robbing and murdering because they were a deadly criminal cult that followed a so-called Indian god, which is really a demon that goes by the name, “Kali.” And it is supposedly Kali that still gets Thuggees to murder people today. 

	 

	In the Hindu religion, Kali is said to be a destructive and creative mother goddess who is the destroyer of evil spirits and preserver of her devotees. She is sometimes in the company of demons. Her multiple arms hold weapons and severed heads, as well as a necklace of human heads. Her persona is very graphic and lets a guy instantly know he would not want to take her out on a date, my bare-minimum recommendation. 

	 

	The Thuggee occult was not only organized but also a hereditary occult (passed down from generation to generation); typically keeping the line going from fathers to sons. Devotees justified their robbery and murder by saying it is what Kali told them to do. Hey, I wonder who came up with that murderous lie. Again, John 8 lets us know that satan is the father of all lies and a murderer from the beginning. So, I guarantee that Kali worship came from him.

	 

	“As a well-organized group of professional murderers or assassins, Thugs traveled throughout India in gangs of 10 to 200 members, all dressed in various guises. They targeted travelers, especially wealthy travelers, gaining the confidence of their soon to be victims. The acts of displaying false friendship, murder and the burial of the victims were performed according to an ancient, rigidly prescribed process. These barbaric acts were all part of their elaborate religious rites performed to honor Kali.”

	 

	So, the Thuggees weren’t just doing the robbing and murdering to get rich. They were not just a horrible band of thugs that were a scourge on society. Instead, they were occult worshipers, who claimed that their so-called Hindu deity (Kali) told them to. It is all crazy but is something that really happened and is still happening today. 

	 

	“The consecration of a pickaxe and the sacrifice of sugar were also very important parts of their religious rites. A portion of spoils of their robbery were often set aside for their idol Kali.” 

	Of course, the actual figurine idol of theirs does nothing and is nothing, just like every idol carved by man out of wood, stone, or whatever. But the Scriptures tell us there is a demon behind every idol because, of course, satan and his demons started that baloney. Now, believe it or not, this is what the murderous Thuggees believed about themselves: 

	 

	“Murder and robbery were considered by Thugs as a religious duty and they considered themselves to be holy and honorable men. Such abhorrent behavior did not affect their moral feelings.” 

	 

	We have to wonder how they could get so callous to actually think their stealing and murder was good. Well, that is nothing new for followers of the occult and witchcraft. It is brutal but they are so brainwashed from the lies that they cannot see it. 

	 

	“The Thugs were a very close fraternity and used special jargon (ramasi) and hand signs to communicate with each other. Because of the closeness, secrecy and discipline of the Thug organization, they were rarely if ever, suspected of any wrongdoings. They were recognized by many as normal, law abiding citizens and went unmolested for centuries, free from suspicion or persecution by both Hindu and Muslim authorities.” 

	 

	When I saw that, it made me wonder if it’s true. Think about how much people would freak out if it became known that all sectors of our society have Americans involved in occult practices. If we only learned a small portion of what goes on, the average normal person would flip out. We will get into all that in our Satanism study but basically satanists are trained to dress, act, and speak like everybody else in their day job, while they are full-blown satanic evil doers at night. Most of those coworkers, who know them from even daily interactions, would have no clue they are satanists worshiping evil. Unfortunately, this goes on everywhere in our world today. 

	 

	“We will never know the extent of the murderous activities of the Thugs. Estimated deaths by Thugs were as high as 40,000 a year. Many believe that over 2 million people died at the hands of Thugs.”

	 

	These murderous thieves were occultists who took orders from a demon and that supernatural experience with evil made them feel justified in whatever despicable acts they carried out. It is crazy, but also just normal manipulation of man by satan and his demonic minions. 

	 

	“Thugs considered themselves to be the children of Kali, having been created from her sweat.”

	 

	Again, the Thugs claimed worship of Kali meant they must rob and murder because their goddess demands it. 

	 

	“The idea was that Kali, the dark-skinned, red-tongued goddess, who wore a garland of skulls, was blood-thirsty and required human offerings to be made for her wrath to stay at bay. Hence, the murders.”

	 

	Wow, how twisted is that?! We dealt with these sorts of practices in our Hinduism study, including yoga’s snake postures and all the other ways Hindus honor these “deities” (demons). Some yoga involves saying their gods’ names, and Hindu meditation is meant to get followers into an altered state of consciousness so that they can more easily connect with those “gods” (demons). Knowing that, are Hindu yoga and meditation the kind of practices we should promote? It’s crazy, but it does help explain why Thuggees felt they had to commit heinous acts in honor of their demon, who told them to do so or else the demon would turn its wrath on them.

	 

	That same sort of sacrifice is what we will see with the Aztecs and other cultures of South America. Both, them and the Mayans, were deeply into human sacrifice. Yet, even though the Mayans had a horribly bloody culture, modern people were recently pushing their Mayan calendar as something incredible. Remember how some in our world, even here in the U.S., were freaking out about the Mayan prediction of the world ending in 2012? If you are reading this, I do not have to tell you it didn’t work out for that demonic prediction. But it blew me away that those concerned about the Mayan calendar included Christians, even though the Mayan belief system had that culture involved with hallucinogenic drugs in order to get visions, that supposedly gave them wisdom. Instead of wisdom, the lies they got from demons led to constant human sacrifice. They believed the sun would be extinguished if they did not keep feeding it more human blood. Knowing that, were those the best people to listen to over God? And if the Mayans and their deity (demon) were so wise and accurate with that calendar, how come they didn’t predict their own culture’s demise?

	 

	Getting back to the Thuggees, their demented behavior even got worse, if you can believe that. The Thugs also included children in their sacrifices because that is also what Kali demanded. Here is a video transcript with more about the Thugs mentioned in that Indiana Jones movie: 

	 

	“Across the deepest, darkest jungles of India, there lies a secret network of ancient temples. In centuries past, these were the sites of horrific rituals. But today, they are merely ruins; reminders of a dark power that is best forgotten. Beneath the majesty of Pankot Palace however, this power still burned, kept alight by the cult of Thuggee. A secret religious society centered in India, the Thuggee were united in their worship of Kali, goddess of time, change, death and the eradicator of all evils. The Thuggee committed acts of terrorism and mass murder in her name, while offering up human sacrifices in their scattered temples. Their ultimate goal was to rule the world through the power of Kali. But their fanaticism was considered atrocious and heretical by all outsiders. 

	 

	“The cult was believed to have originated within the Mohammedan tribes before being cast out for their violent nature. Over the centuries, they developed a reputation as assassins, preying on merchants in India, Bengal, and parts of Tibet. Any deemed unrepentant would be strangled and their valuables taken, while those recognized as pilgrims would be protected. With the arrival of the British and the development of railways across the subcontinent, the Thuggee found it far more difficult to ambush lone travelers. They adopted far more secretive measures, capturing victims outside of small towns and villages before sacrificing them to Kali. While their attacks were initially dismissed by the British as those of wild animals, the eventual disappearance of British merchants and even army patrols forced them to take notice. Between 1820 and 1850, British armies aggressively swept through the heart of India. The worship of Kali was outlawed, her temples destroyed, and captured Thuggee priests were executed.” 

	 

	Wow, the British finally had their militia go in and take care of the problem. But isn’t that interesting how the Indiana Jones story line wasn’t just creative and creepy?  At least for the Thuggee part? It was based on real history. Hats off to the scriptwriter of Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom. They did their homework. 

	 

	“It wasn’t until British Rule that the final suppression and elimination of the Thugs was accomplished. Thuggee was finally suppressed and ended for good in the mid-late 1800’s.”

	 

	Oh, really?! Did that despicable practice actually end? It blew me away to find out that the Thuggee worship of Kali is still going on today. This is horrific, but we’ve got to deal with it: 

	 

	Here are two current day headlines: 

	 

	“India’s killer ‘godmen’ and their sacrificing of children.” 

	 

	“A new law is aimed at stopping self-styled holy men from murdering and mutilating children to gain divine favor, but widespread ignorance and blind devotion still fuel the ritualistic killings” 

	 

	Unfortunately, I could go on and on with those sorts of headlines because Kali worship is still happening on a massive scale. The following is an account from that article about this boy, who was murdered by his forty-year-old aunt: 

	 

	“After her six-year old son went missing in January 2017, Sarika Ingole, a homemaker, scoured every corner of her village, in the western Indian state of Maharashtra to find him. But when Krishna, a class one student, was found 18 hours later, she chose not to look at him. The boy’s mutilated corpse was left only a few meters from his home. His clothes were torn, his belongings missing, and his eyes had dozens of marks from needle piercings under them. ‘They had slit his throat with a knife,’ says Gouraba, 45, Krishna’s father. ‘And they had made a hole in the back of his head, as if with a drill machine. When we found him, we couldn’t believe someone could put a child through such barbarity and more astoundingly, why.’ 

	 

	The murder was an act of human sacrifice committed to gain the favor of a goddess. Draupadi, the little boy’s aunt, had approached a tantric, which is a real twisting of words because that is their so-called ‘holy’ man, passing by her village. She told him her home had been robbed of peace since her husband would often fight with her. He advised that if she could hack a young boy and offer his blood and flesh to the goddess, the deity would be pleased, and harmony would be restored.” 

	 

	That is so sick! And it shows why God tells us not to dare mess with occult practices. Any country that lets these sorts of beliefs flourish in their nation will have God wanting to destroy the people and vomit them off the land. Again, I’m not saying we need go roundup and kill these types of criminals. We have courts of law where we can handle it properly. But we must deal with these types of atrocities from occultists and witches. Here is more on that poor little boy and you can guess what entity’s picture was found at the site of the murder:

	 

	“A few feet from the boy’s body, investigators found ingredients gathered for the sacrifice ritual: human skulls, bones, and pictures of the Hindu goddess, Kali.” 

	 

	Besides the boy, as this guy said, recently at least seven other murders were related to human sacrifices: 

	 

	“Recent cases were perpetrated to gain the favor of goddesses to bring peace upon homes, locate hidden treasures, ward off the ‘evil eye’, and facilitate ‘showers of gold.’” 

	 

	That last aspect starts to sound like Bethel Church in Redding, California, where they claim a shower of gold dust manifested. But here is more about these modern-day Kali worshipers, who normally perform their evil practices at specific times like new and full moons: 

	 

	“There is a preference for boys, aged three to twelve years; but tantrics also take girls who have just started menstruating, and children who were breech babies. When these children are sacrificed, they’re usually mutilated.”

	 

	And that will have to do for an explanation of the Thuggees because I can’t keep going on with the details of their sick evil. You have the basic idea of their despicable beliefs that I had even toned down already from what I could have mentioned. And again, we wonder why God has such a strong view of these occult practices that are glamorized by Hollywood and ignored by most in the Church. That includes those who go online to comment that we Christians don’t need to learn about such evil. But that advocates burying our heads in the sand, which helps no one and only facilitates the continued demonic consequences for unsuspecting men, women, and children. 

	 

	I’m sure you can see now why the warnings against occult practices, are all over the Bible. Again, the practices of witches and other occult people are abhorrent to God. The reality of their heinous acts should be disturbing and serious enough for Christians that it prompts us to deal with it in a Biblical way. As vile as the information is, at least we will have been Biblically trained on how to deal with this evil. This whole subject of human, ritual sacrifice is just as disturbing as this other study we recently completed: Abortion: The Mass Murder of Children. Obviously, that too was a tough subject but also extremely important for us to understand so that we can help combat it. 

	 

	These tragedies are really going on every day and God tells us Christians to be the light in this world. We must be the ones to reach out a hand to help those children being murdered, as well as the ladies that are lied to about how abortion is supposedly acceptable to fix the inconvenience that a baby will have on a woman’s lifestyle. Yet, 100% of the time that act destroys the women who do it. We have to deal with abortion, and it is the same with these other occult practices we are being equipped on. All these subjects are hard to hear but important for us to understand so we can hopefully help. 

	 

	And again, even though the occult is clearly something we don’t want to mess with, Hollywood actually glamorizes it and even has the audacity to put it into cartoons that seduce kids into these practices that very well could even result in those same kids being victims of something horrendous, like what we’ve discovered. It’s sickening and explains why God has such strong words against the practice. Here is what one father in India said about a group of occultists that killed his child: 

	 

	‘‘All these people, who killed my child, were let off. I’ve filed an appeal in a higher court but I’m not very hopeful.”

	 

	So, even today these Indian communities are involved in human sacrifice; some through the worship of Kali and many others just because their societies are flooded with occult witchcraft. And a big part of this huge problem is the so-called (extremely unholy) holy men, who tell people, like that poor little boy’s aunt, that they must perform a grotesque murder in order to restore peace in the home. Where do you think that thought originated? Of course, it is satanic. And these evil teachers of the occult are also duping people by deceptively tying their cult instruction to every issue that can come up in daily life. Witches claim to have solutions for everyday problems with finances, marriage, bad luck, and even real occult issues like demonic possession. In all of those cases, what do the witches ask for and offer? These unholy men from satan promise what other witchcraft cultures have for centuries: “If you give me money, I’ll use demonic powers to get rid of the demonic witchcraft that is affecting you.” That scenario is sad but typical today in India. 

	Here’s a video transcript about people who think they have a demon-possessed child, or other loved one, and how their “holy” men supposedly handle it for them:

	 

	Narrator: “The town of Indiachal in Northern India sprawls on the banks of the River Ganges. Here stands one of the most important temples in India. It is the main temple of the Vindhyavasini Devi, a powerful Hindu goddess. Thousands throng to this shrine, but this is more than a house of worship. Within the bustling temple and down a dim corridor is a tiny locked room; out of bounds to all but a tormented few. It is called the Cave of Spirits; a home for the dead and last hope for the possessed. 

	 

	In the holy waters of the Ganges, a man and his helpers prepare for an arduous task. Lakshmi Kant Shupla is an exorcist, a pursuer of spirits. And today he will take on some formidable foes. Families have traveled many miles from all over Northern India to seek his help.” 

	 

	Woman: “I have five lumps in my neck.” 

	 

	Girl: “I get dizzy sometimes.” 

	 

	Second Woman: “My eyes roll up and my neck turns stiff.” 

	 

	Narrator: “But their woes appear to begin in strikingly similar ways: Usually at twilight, women walking down lonely roads sense an eerie presence. They feel themselves under attack. Overnight, something takes possession of them. Some blame gods of the earth and air. Others point to spirits of the dead. No one is certain.” 

	 

	Husband sitting with his wife: “A lot of people here do say that this is just superstition.” 

	 

	Wife: “Those who don’t face this problem say it’s nonsense. Those who suffer believe it’s real.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Salikram came with his 15-year-old daughter, Mooney. For eight months, Mooney has been depressed and acting strangely.” 

	 

	Salikram: “She had a stomach ache.” 

	 

	Salikram’s Wife: “Her eyes got blood red.” 

	 

	Salikram: “She starts talking nonsense; whatever comes into her head.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Salikram and his wife have tried doctors. Now, as a last resort, they will attempt exorcism. For Mooney and the other girls, the moment is at hand. The exorcist works them into a trance. One by one, the girls break down.” 

	 

	Exorcist: “When the spirit comes forth, the girl loses all control over her body. That’s when I know she has been possessed.” 

	 

	Narrator: “The exorcist urges the spirit to talk. It seems ready to surrender.” 

	 

	The possessed girl speaks for the demon: “I will leave her body. I will leave her forever.” 

	 

	Narrator: “The spirit has agreed to leave, but the exorcist must find it another home. He knows of only one place, a place where he can jail it for eternity: The Cave of Spirits. But first he has to get Mooney and the other young women and their demons to the cave. The dancing distracts the spirits, keeping them from bolting. The chamber doors are carefully opened. The spirit that possesses Mooney responds with a spasm of rage; then leaves the girl’s body. The smashing of a coconut signals the rituals end. Mooney will leave, but the spirit that tormented her will remain here forever.” 

	 

	No, it won’t. That is a lie from satan, who was also the original source of that problem. What is so sad is that these people get involved with the demonic occult to supposedly rid themselves of demons. But it does not work because there is no deliverance that way. Imagine living those people’s lives with no guarantee or hope. It is no wonder God told us to go into all the world and share the gospel. He knows there is only one name under Heaven that men might be saved and be delivered from those issues we just read about in that transcript. And Jesus can do it with the snap of a Christian’s finger. That is how powerful Jesus is and it’s why we must always be out there sharing the gospel with folks. Those poor people do not have the peace and assurance of Jesus. 

	 

	Many Indian communities have so much faith in these unholy men that resistance to their witchcraft can have grave repercussions. One man said his father was shot dead for just questioning one of these occult men. But that’s how permeated their society is with witchcraft, even to this day. A sociologist in Mumbai, India, said this: 

	 

	“Blind adherence to godmen is integral to our cultural ethos. We’ve been brought up to think they’re messengers of God, and crimes perpetrated by them hence have religious sanction. That is why, even today, people all over India fall for their claims, and end up as victims or criminals. Edamaruku of the National Science Centre in New Delhi says the prevalence of human sacrifices in India can be gauged from the number of missing children in the country.” 

	 

	Hey, do we in America also have a problem with missing children? Is it all just kids who didn’t like their home life, so they ran away? Again, I think we would freak out if we knew what many in the law enforcement community understand after finding some of the mutilated bodies of children. They weren’t only young people who walked away from their families. Instead, even here in the United States, some are kidnapped to be used as human sacrifices. Just as we need to deal with abortion, occult-murder rituals are something else we as a society need to confront. These monumentally important issues will not go away by us ignoring them or acting as if they are not real in our world today. 

	 

	According to India’s latest figures from the National Crime Records Bureau, 55,625 minors were missing in India, as of 2016 (34,814 of those were girls). Unfortunately, many of them have shown up mutilated and murdered. Again, whether Old or New Testament, God does not mince words. He has a strong and harsh warnings for those involved, or pondering involvement with practices like spiritism, mediumship, sorcery, witchcraft, and any other occult practices. And now we know more about why that is. Yet, Hollywood still glamorizes the occult, while modern witchcraft like Wicca tries to deflect criticism of their evil practices by claiming it is something innocuous like nature worship. The whole time Wicca teachings are leading people into these crazy beliefs and practices.

	 

	That gives us a good overview of witchcraft in India; now we want to look at the island witchcraft in that part of the world. 

	 

	By now it will probably be no surprise to you that these countries in the giant island chain southeast of India are also flooded with witchcraft. The witch doctor or shaman, on these islands is called the “Dukun.”

	 

	Dukun is the Malay (Malaysian) term for witch, shaman, or witch doctor. The practice is all over the area where the Malay language is spoken in Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, parts of Thailand, Sumatra, Southern Philippines, and elsewhere. There are two hundred million people who use it. Malay is predominantly spoken in the Muslim areas. So, believe or not, the Muslim community is heavily involved in occult witchcraft practices. Here is more on the Malay dukun witch: 

	 

	“Their societal role is that of a traditional healer, spirit medium, custom and tradition experts, and on occasion, sorcerers and masters of black magic. Many self-styled dukuns in Indonesia are simply scammers and criminals, preying on gullible and superstitious people who were raised to believe in the supernatural.” 

	 

	Hey, there is nothing wrong with believing in the supernatural. Last time I checked; God is supernatural. There really is a spirit world to go along with our natural world. There really are angels from God and even fallen angels called demons, who work with satan. Yes, the supernatural exists, but you do not want to listen to dukuns (witches), who communicate with demons to get the demonic lies that the dukuns sell as (bad) advice for suffering people; ripping them off and often leading them into atrocious behavior, including murder.

	 

	Dukuns have a strong belief in animism, which claims that a distinct spiritual essence lives in all objects, places and creatures. They also espouse ancestor worship and shamanism (just more witchcraft). Throughout the Malay-speaking island history, they have prevailed everywhere and were even exempt from taxes. Think about that one. What if we made a law that said every witch and other occultists get a free ride in our society because we feel those practices are something to promote? That gives you an idea of how high these guys often rise in their societies. 

	 

	“Many highly prominent and highly educated Indonesians, Malaysians and Singaporeans, even those with a Western doctorate and masters level degrees, will still consult dukun or soothsayers. Indonesians who are known to have employed dukun include former President Sukarno, former President Suharto, former President Megawati Sukarnoputri, Sultan Hamengkubuwana IX and Sultan Hamengkubuwana X and many more.”

	 

	That last one appears to be the longest name in the history of mankind. So, good luck pronouncing it. Apparently, their leadership is turning to witches for advice on running the country. Hey, I’m sure we don’t have leaders in our country who consult the occult, right? Yes, we do, and we’ll get to that later. Another name for witch doctors in these island nations is “Pawang.” 

	 

	“The Pawang deals with magic involving weather, wild animals and spirits, but they may also be employed for cases of sorcery.” 

	 

	The difference between dukun and pawang witch doctors is that pawangs practice in the mountains, while the dukun dwell more on the lowlands and rivers. Wherever people live in these countries, the witch doctors are everywhere. The pawang are prominent with animal control because of the obvious animal attacks that can happen to those living in the mountains. 

	 

	“Particular rituals and chants exist for ensuring a good hunt, a safe trip through the jungle, or success in mining.” 

	 

	Both the dukun and pawang often have a dual role in their societies. Not only do they serve as the local witch doctor, they can also function as the village chief, which means these witch doctors often run the show. Imagine if our President here in the U.S. was a full-blown witchdoctor. Do you think we will ever get to that level? We’ll cover this more after witchcraft when we get into our large study of satanism. But for now, just understand that the research makes me think there are even some occultists who have run for the American presidency in our past. 

	 

	Now, think about these islands with their dukuns and pawangs that not only influence those societies through witchcraft, but even establish it in the governing bodies. That is where they are at with these nations. It is crazy! People go to these witches because they believe those guys have magical powers to help with public issues like medicine and healing. 

	 

	“The dukun’s primary role is that of a healer. They may use herbalism, incantations (jampi), chants (mantra), animal parts, inanimate objects, spiritual communication or guidance, prayers, offerings, the keris or any combination to effect their curatives.” 

	 

	Dukuns are believed to communicate directly with both “good” and bad spirits. Of course, that’s not true because a person who dies goes straight to Heaven if they are saved and to directly to hell if not. So, whenever someone claims that a spirit entity is a dead person communicating with the living, whether it poses as someone you have known, it’s an unknown spirit, or even something inhabiting an animal, what is that person really dealing with? As we’ve seen so often in our study of different world faiths, it’s what the Bible calls a familiar spirit, which is a demon. And there are no good or bad demons. They are all of their father satan, which means they’re all lying to you and want you dead or at least still separated from Jesus when you die. It is all bad! 

	 

	“Spirits are said not to resist the dukun in their removal from their ‘host’, as they are enthralled that a living being can communicate with them.” 

	 

	They are claiming dukuns scare spirits out of people and cause them to run away because the demons are shocked when the witch talks to them. Island witches are also deeply into divination. They supposedly get prophetic visions, so island people seek to know the future through dukun prophecy. Hey, that sounds like something that has been happening all over the world for a long, long time, including here in our country: People have turned away from listening to God’s Word, while paying occult men and women to paint a false future. Pretend prophecy is very popular in the occult because it’s a money maker for deceptive teachers. Other paraphernalia of the dukun and pawang are the usual charms, talisman and blessings. 

	 

	“Dukun will occasionally bless an individual or a business, to keep away termites or spirits or demons, or over a piece of land to ensure a good harvest.” 

	 

	“Many spirits are said to speak archaic languages, and the Dukun may be able to speak these languages during momentary spiritual possessions, despite not having prior knowledge of these languages.” 

	 

	We saw something similar in your study of New Age & The Last Days Deception. New Agers are heavy into channeling spirits (demons), which means they work at becoming demon-possessed so those foul spirits can speak through them. And for some reason these controlling demons usually have a terrible British accent; even worse than my attempts at it. When these island witch doctors get possessed, they can supposedly speak different languages, which makes sense because that is what demons do. And those seeing it often think that whole experience has to be real because the dukun is speaking a known language that they had not previously known instead of just gibberish like today’s charismatics. But that doesn’t mean the whole thing is authentic. If you were a demon kicking around for five or six thousand years, you’d probably have read a few books and listened to people in different areas, so you’d maybe pick up a few languages. It is probably not much for them to pull off. Of course, just like witches everywhere, another tool of the dukun and pawang are hexes. 

	 

	Again, all these practices are nothing new, just as Wicca isn’t either. Since the Tower of Babel, all these witches through the ages, including Wicca today, have been using the same old witchcraft. And it has spread to and stuck in societies all over our planet, even though most people don’t realize it. Let me give you a couple different hexes (or incantations) these island witch doctors can supposedly do for you, though I don’t recommend them: 

	 

	Jengges: “Offerings such as incense and opium are arranged in a half-circle, as are nails, glass and needles. The dukun then asks the spirits to embed the items in the victim’s stomach.” 

	 

	Gendam: “The dukun chants the victim’s name so that the target cannot rest until they are cured by another dukun.” 

	 

	Naruga: “The dukun implants an emotional suggestion in the victim. It may be benevolent such as a love spell, or malevolent, causing the target to murder someone else.” 

	 

	Santet: “The dukun causes the target to have chronic diarrhea.” 

	 

	Sirep: “The dukun causes people to fall under a deep, unshakable slumber.” 

	 

	Tenung: “This ritual involves creating a half circle of food offerings, including opium and incense, while chanting for the destruction of the victim. The target suffers headaches, vomiting and illness until remedied by another dukun.” 

	 

	This next one is interesting and mostly used by the ladies: 

	 

	Susuk: “The dukun implants an enchanted metal needle into the patient’s body. The dukun will use a spirit to implant the needle without leaving a wound. Originally a primitive form of skin-tightening, this procedure is supposed to make the patient more attractive. Mostly used by women, it could also be used for making a person less physically vulnerable.” 

	 

	That is a seriously low-tech facelift, right? But you have to wonder where they get all this crazy stuff. Dukun are also feared because of their “dark” magic, which they call “Kulam” or “Barang.” 

	 

	Again, all magic is bad whether they want to label it black, white, green, purple, or whatever, but this kulam stuff is supposed be the really bad and is still practiced today. Here’s something else wild in comparison to the U.S. Word of Faith movement in the Church: It is said that Kulam is practiced over a huge area “where many of the country’s faith healers reside.” Notice that name these occult black-magic guys call themselves: “faith healers.” Isn’t it interesting that these people in the charismatic movement, Word of Faith preachers, not only promise perfect wealth, but also perfect health? In fact, they claim people need to come to them to achieve those things. And their own title for themselves is “faith healer.” But I’m sure that’s just a coincidence, right? What do you think? I think it is no coincidence at all. 

	 

	Kulam witches have their witchcraft tools that include effigies and what they call, “poppets,” which is pretty close to our word, “puppets.” 

	 

	Their poppets also go by the name, “moppets.” For those fans of Kermit the Frog, you’ll notice that name is very close to Disney’s famous characters: “The Muppets.” That’s interesting. Similar to witch doctors practicing voodoo, dukun use kulam effigies and their poppets, or moppets, to target the adversaries of their paying clients. So, again, this is nothing new.  They combine those items with a target person’s actual hair or nail clippings, and then poke and jab the resulting doll to harm the victim. 

	So, that’s another service from these dukun guys. They normally also employ “a swarm of destructive insects” (often beetles) to attack their victims. That sounds like the same witchcraft I mentioned earlier that was used on of my parishioners back when I pastored in Northern California. He and his whole Christian family found out the hard way that witches lived in the house next door to them. You’ll remember that his family kept a clean house but, all of a sudden, they got invaded by cockroaches. Well, that is just what these dukuns do with their kulam moppets in the practice of black magic. And that still goes on today as this describes some more direct evil practices of these kulam practitioners:

	 

	“These include the ability to kill another person instantly with magic spells, the ability to cast curses or the evil eye, the ability to ‘abduct’ a person’s soul, or the ability to send evil spirits or familiar animals to possess or harm the victim.”

	 

	All that is why these societies in India and the islands are flooded with witchcraft, to the point that the people are getting seriously tired of it. Now, I am not condoning this behavior but because of the abuse from witches, India and islands area are seeing these sorts of headlines where people are retaliating against the witches:

	 

	“22 women pull out the teeth of five men on witchcraft fear in Odisha, India.” 

	 

	“Elderly woman killed over ‘witchcraft suspicion’ in Jamtara.” 

	 

	Jamtara is in India and that headline comes from the summer of 2020. So, the battle against witches goes on today and I could share a multitude of headlines like these. Here is one where a family member thought another man was a witch that was casting spells against his brother in law: 

	 

	“Man killed over suspicion of practicing ‘witchcraft’ in India.” 

	 

	Jharkhand, India: “Five held for murdering a couple ‘for practicing witchcraft.’” 

	 

	They felt the witch couple had killed their daughter. And again, I’m not advocating this type of retaliation; or condoning it. So, do not say I did. I am not telling people to go out there killing witches and those involved in the occult. That is not the way to go. I am not saying it. However, witchcraft has permeated these people’s societies and now the Western media has come in to influence the creation of new laws protecting the evil practices of witches. So, now, the good people trying to clean up the evil aren’t even allowed to deal with this kind of murderous witchcraft behavior in their region of the world; that is unless they want to be sent off to prison for just accusing someone of being a witch. Here is a video transcript with more explanation on that: 

	 

	Narrator: “This woman, Jonah Keyrie, is possessed by an evil spirit; at least, that’s what these spirit healers have told her.” 

	 

	Spirit healer to the demon in the woman: “What are you, a ghost or a witch?” 

	 

	Possessed woman supposedly speaking for the demon: “I’m a ghost, and my name is Kobir.” 

	 

	Spirit healer: “Do you promise to go far away?” 

	 

	Possessed woman: “Yes, I do.” 

	 

	Spirit Healer: “O.K., then go away.” 

	 

	Narrator: “The spirit healers say they’ve successfully exercised the spirit, but its origin remains unknown. Her neighbors blame a witch.” 

	 

	Neighbor: “In the past, we beat up such witches and chased them away. Then they both died. Yes, they both died.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Away from India’s big, modern cities, superstitions like this abound. In the last 15 years, more than 2,000 accused witches have been murdered; nearly all were women. But that hasn’t stopped Birubala Rabha, an Indian woman, from fighting to end the custom.” 

	 

	Rabha: “When I started fighting against witch hunts, villagers came in packs to beat me up and kill me. The police did not help us earlier, and we had to do a lot of work without legal support.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Ms Rabha assists the families of victims of witch hunts. Her small team of volunteers pressure police to investigate and arrest the perpetrators. She has also put pressure on legislators. And in her biggest success so far, she was a key proponent of a new state law that bans witchcraft accusations. That’s bringing attention to her work.” 

	 

	Speaker at a conference introduces and brings Rabha onto a stage: “Ladies and gentlemen, please put your hands together for this amazing woman, Birubala Rabha.”

	 

	Narrator: “Before, these accusations might have led to violence. But now, the new law gives women leverage to defend themselves.” 

	 

	Woman speaking at the conference: “There is a new law, so even if you have a dispute over property or something else, you can’t call someone a witch. You can be jailed for three, maybe even ten years. So, don’t call anyone a witch.”

	 

	It’s up to ten years in prison just for accusing someone of being a witch. And again, I am not saying they should go on witch hunts to round up and kill witches, or anyone else involved. That’s wrong. And I will also admit to understanding a bit of impetus for that law because calling someone a witch was an easy way to have your adversary murdered, steal someone’s land, or even get an inheritance sooner. Or one person who just didn’t like another had that convenient way to get rid of him or her. That is wrong too! But as we have seen, occult witches in those societies are rounding up children to brutally mutilate and murder them, all while no one is allowed to say it’s witches, for fear of ten years in prison. 

	 

	My point is this: What is the recourse for an average Joe whose family member is murdered by witches and witchcraft? We do not want to throw the baby out with the bathwater by advocating people go out to kill witches, but I am saying let us do what we normally do when someone is murdered. The perpetrator should end up in a court of law. But in order to have that justice happen, witnesses have to be able to at least say, “Hey, I have a beef with this person.” Unfortunately, that option has been taken away from these people who suffer because of witchcraft practices. Can you imagine us passing a law in the United States that bars those with murdered children from accusing anyone of a certain motive for doing it? And, in fact, if they do point to the potential murderer, it can mean ten years in prison for the grieving parent. That is wild! 

	 

	Again, I’m not saying let’s go on witch hunts. I’ve never said it and never will. That is wrong, and people have wrongly used the witch card on others. Two wrongs don’t make a right. But man, people have to at least be able to deal with deadly witchcraft practices. In India alone, up to 50,000 children have been murdered and it is often in the most egregious fashion because dark evil witchcraft is real and pervasive there. It is not just superstition, though it is crazy!

	 

	And speaking of demented behavior, in the next chapter we will be traveling west from India to another continent that has some serious issues with witchcraft. Africa is where we head next on this journey. 
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	For our recap, we’re already seen the definition of Wicca is witchcraft, there are all kinds of witches all over the world, and only Christians can be protected from witchcraft and other evil by calling on our authority through Jesus Christ. The last six chapters have been the history of witchcraft around the world, and it has shown that the so-called modern movement called Wicca is nothing but old-fashioned witchcraft which has been around since the Tower of Babel incident in Babylon. From there, witchcraft and all sorts of other occult behavior spread across the planet. After Babylon, witchcraft went from Egypt to Greece, followed by Rome and Asia. 

	 

	Then in the last chapter we talked about India and the islands of that region. What we found was that Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom had a great researcher digging into the history of the Thuggees and their worship of the Hindu god (demon), Kali. As the movie portrayed correctly for that Hindu and Muslim part of our world, in the 1800’s the Thugs were some of those who practiced human sacrifice to appease Kali. And this practice actually continues in India to this day with witches murdering people in demonic rituals. We looked at some of the tragic stories of children, still brutally dying today, at the hands of occult witches. That gave us a good idea of why God tells us not to mess with the occult and its witchcraft practices. If those beliefs come to our country, God says we must get them out quick!

	 

	From India we moved on to talk about the island countries in that region of the world that have their island witches (shaman) called, dukun. Those are their witch doctors in the lowlands and on the rivers, while the mountain version is called, pawang. Even today, on those islands southeast of India, these guys are looked upon as the supposed healers who will get the demons out of the locals by using demons, I don’t think so. Like so many other cultures, the island witches are involved in divination and work with charms as people pay them to put hexes and curses on others. Of course, some on those islands are into what they call black magic, which we know is the same as any other magic, whether white, green, purple, chartreuse, or any other color. It is all evil but some that they characterize as black magic does get extremely creepy. 

	 

	We also saw that those island people are getting sick and tired of witches murdering tens of thousands, so they are retaliating. That news doesn’t get reported over here. Now, I’m not advocating or praising the hunting down and killing of witches. Anyone that murders must go through a court of law. But the authorities have put a muzzle (the threat of a ten-year prison sentence) on anyone who would want to accuse another of being a witch. Yet, this stuff is really going on, and we can see why it continues to spread. 

	 

	In this chapter we will head back west to where witchcraft emigrated to next, which was Africa. If you thought India was bad with their sick and murderous ritualistic witchcraft behavior, wait until you hear the massive scale of African witchcraft. 

	 

	But before we get into that, let’s once again remind ourselves what God says our attitude should be about witchcraft and what He told us to do if these evil beliefs and practices come our country’s way. Exodus 22:14-19 is another place God does not mince words about witchcraft. We can’t say we don’t know God’s feelings on the occult and witchcraft because he straight-up tells us in plain language that we must avoid this behavior, which often leads to murder. The passage in Exodus is about Jewish law for that time and what God says through it about how to deal with situations that will arise: 

	 

	“If a man borrows an animal from their neighbor and it is injured or dies while the owner is not present, they must make restitution.”

	 

	Why is it important to make restitution? It is because we need to be responsible for our behavior and restitution is right and proper response. Even growing up in a non-Christian family, that idea was something my parents instilled in us. Whenever we borrow something and it breaks, we must be the ones to pay for the fix or buy them a new one. And again, we were not even Christians but it’s just the responsible thing to do. Some in society today want to excuse something like that away by saying, “Hey, it’s not my fault.” God goes on in Exodus: 

	 

	“But if the owner is with the animal, the borrower will not have to pay. If the animal was hired, the money paid for the hire covers the loss. If a man seduces a virgin…”

	 

	What are we taught by our society today about pre-marital fornication? Many ignore what goes on with our young men sleeping around. Some even give bad advice, saying they need not worry about the consequences; thereby creating a society full of single moms. They lead men to believe they don’t need to be responsible for their behavior. Completely contrary to that disastrous message, what does God say? Here God tells us we must take responsibility for our behavior in a society: 

	 

	“If a man seduces a virgin, who is not pledged to be married and sleeps with her, he must pay the bride-price, and she shall be his wife.”

	 

	That used to be our way in the old days. We had a term called, “shotgun wedding.” Dad would confront the young man with something like, “You did what with my daughter?!” Then if the man slept with his daughter, the shotgun would come out, followed by the preacher showing up to marry the two young people. Do you remember those days? That is not what we have now. Today, society thinks no one but the government (all of us taxpayers) is responsible for bringing that child into the world. And you wonder why our society is falling apart. God continues: 

	 

	“If her father absolutely refuses to give her to him, he must still pay the bride-price for virgins.”

	 

	So, one way or another, the man still has to be responsible. Then, out of the blue, God says this: 

	 

	“Do not allow a sorceress to live.”

	 

	Whoa! Once again, for our communities, we see God’s original death penalty given to those involved with witchcraft. And I find it very interesting, that God follows that up with this: 

	 

	“Anyone who has sexual relations with an animal is to be put to death.”

	 

	Think about how twisted our own society has gotten today. Witches and other occultists should be glad we are no longer under that Old Testament covenant. And I’m not advocating the execution of people, including any involved with bestiality, but notice that and witchcraft were right next to each other. Our society says someone practicing bestiality should go to jail because that is intolerable. But those practicing witchcraft have just “chosen a different path so we need to let them be.” What?! No. 

	 

	Again, in this chapter we’re going to see how those societies that let this stuff flourish in their borders, pay a heavy price when the witches start coming after the citizens for body parts to add to their evil spells and potion. The whole thing is disgusting revelations about what goes on, but I’m not making it up and the practices continue to this day. We are going to see more of why God tells us not to mess with this stuff. He has zero tolerance for witchcraft, sorcery, and the rest of the occult because those beliefs and practices not only lead people astray, they deliver people straight into hell because it keeps them away from Jesus Christ, who is the only way to escape hell. Lives are on the line and cultures that let this permeate their society are going to let it ruin their country. 

	 

	Now, let’s take a look at our next area where witchcraft practice is widespread: Africa is the second largest and most populous continent after Asia. As of 2018, Africa has 1.3 billion people, which is 16% of the world’s population. And as big as that huge portion of our world is, the continent is massively flooded with witchcraft. Africa has a large diversity of ethnicities, cultures, languages, and religious beliefs. 

	 

	On our planet today, according to the secular World Book Encyclopedia, Islam and Christianity are the two biggest faiths, with Christianity supposedly being number one. But as we’ve seen with the statistical research presented in some of our other studies, when secularists say Christianity is the biggest religion on the planet, they are wrong because they make the mistake of lumping religions like Catholicism into the Christian faith. Roman Catholicism is not biblical Christianity. So, that brings the number of Christians down significantly; especially in Africa where there are still a lot of Catholics. Other false faiths secularists add into the numbers are Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Seventh-day Adventists. Another prominent religious group in Africa is the charismatics, including some of the most extreme that are works-based and focused on speaking in tongues. But those works-based requirements are from man and certainly not God’s gospel. So, people can say they are Christian all they want, and others can point them out as such, but that does not mean it’s true. 

	 

	Rephrasing World Book, we should say Islam, Catholicism, and pseudo-Christian groups make up the biggest portion of the African population and they also have Hindus, Buddhists, followers of Confucius, Baha’i, Judaism, and a ton of witchcraft. I’m telling you, in doing the research, the amount of occult practices in Africa blew me away. In fact, here is what the extent of it is from a secular document:

	 

	“Witchcraft is a prevalent belief and practice on the African continent. It permeates and controls the thinking, perception and lives of nearly all Africans, both educated and non-educated. It is an integral part of Africa’s traditional religious heritage.”

	 

	Belief in the destructive power of witches and sorcerers is rampant throughout Africa. It’s woven into societies that believe they get possessed by familiars (demon spirits), which can also inhabit animals. And these familiars are supposedly how African witches get their powers to do their dirty deeds. People in Africa live in constant fear of messing with witches and spirit entities (demons). So, as you will see in this chapter, they actually seek the help of those witches and their demons to perform certain spells and other practices like “muti,” which is witchcraft medicine. And to practice muti, African witch doctors not only need plants, they also have the disgusting practice of adding human body parts. As you read this, people parts are a big business in Africa, which is why Africans are afraid of the witch doctors. The people believe the witches cause everyday issues like illness, accidents, epileptic fits, infertility, miscarriage, death, and almost anything else you can name. With that said, as much as Africans are afraid of the witch doctors, they also rely on them because witchcraft is woven into African societies. 

	 

	That same secular document also explains how, in some parts of Africa, “witchcraft is a prerequisite for traditional, political office holders.” In many communities, the people actually elect a local witch because some Africans believe witchcraft gives their rulers “mystical powers, deeper insights, and extraordinary wisdom.” As Christians, you and I would advocate electing Christians who follow God’s teachings. Likewise, people in Africa feel they need supposedly powerful witches. It is absolutely crazy. One guy living in Africa says this: 

	 

	“In my own country, in Africa, the belief in witchcraft is common among people of all ethnic and religious backgrounds. Witches possess magical powers that they acquire through rituals and human sacrifice.”

	 

	Now, as far as human sacrifice in Africa, we have to deal with it. I could spend this entire chapter and even the rest of this book on articles like this one, but it is so disgusting that I really want to limit it to what we need to know to get an idea of what goes on there: 

	 

	
Right now, today, human sacrifice is happening on a massive scale in our world and it’s not just what we saw from India. Frankly, Africa has made it into an extensive business. In Africa they call it ritual killings and you can do the research yourself just by quickly searching online for current articles on the subject. You will see that the occult practice of human sacrifice is happening every day of the week in Africa where they are murdering men, women, and especially children. In a little bit, I’ll explain why they focus on children. 

	 

	As we look at the descriptions of what goes on in African witchcraft, tell me much of it is not also already happening in our country too. In fact, a powerful promoter here has been our media, purposely popularizing witchcraft. If the Lord should tarry long enough, as our nation’s acceptance of witchcraft and occult practices continues to grow and permeate our land, we too will surely reach the level of human sacrifices. And actually, dare I say, that kind of thing already goes on in the United States with Americans involved in witchcraft. It’s something we don’t want to deal with but will probably have to at some point. We will look into it even more extensively in our future study of Satanism, as well as a bit more in this study as we get to modern American witchcraft in the next volume. But I’m convinced this horrible murder does happen today here in the United States of America, while our media also contributes by refusing to report on it. At least in Africa they are talking about it because today they have been made to deal with it on a massive scale. Here is some on that:

	 

	“Ritual killing and the sacrifice of humans is still practiced in Africa. Witchcraft features prominently in some of the African country’s media and film industry, even in children’s classroom textbooks. Popular home videos are all permeated by fetish thinking, sorcery, magic and occultism. The belief in witchcraft exists with equal force and ferocity. Even science in Africa is infused with witchcraft and sorcery, making much of it a unique form of African pseudoscience. Africans make a distinction between negative and positive magic.”

	 

	There is that same lie again. Many of those who want to practice witchcraft will claim they only perform white magic, which is perfectly fine because it is only used to help and heal others, while they say it’s only terrible black magic that is creepy. But that is not true! It’s all bad. So, there is that lie repeated again. 

	 

	Now, I want to give you testimony in a video transcript that is exactly like the first-hand account my seminary professor gave. Doctor Couch from Tyndale Theological Seminary in Texas had been on mission trips around the world and saw for himself how Catholicism didn’t care if Catholics were involved with the occult, as long as they continued to attend mass. He’d seen Catholics attend mass and then go right next door to ritually sacrifice a chicken in the practice of African witchcraft. Still, this transcript blew me away when I saw that it exposed the exact same issue: 

	 

	African news anchor: “Now, this week we’d like to pay attention to our African roots in a sense that we all have either heard about, have practiced, or in one way or another have read about or even done stories about. And this is about black magic in Africa. This has been, you know, asked over and over again: Is it a myth or is it a reality? And so, we are asking ourselves as Africans, ‘How destructive has this been?’ And on the platform today, it’s going to be all about black magic.” 

	 

	Voodoo witchdoctor chants while pouring something on what looks like human skeletons. 

	 

	Reporter: “This is a voodoo ceremony. In West Africa, this religion is observed by millions. And for them, voodoo is a path to lifelong balance, health, and prosperity. For those who practice, one of the best ways to achieve this is by working with a local healer known as Afet Asherah here at the Marché des Feticheurs, West Africa’s largest voodoo market. This is where you get duck heads. This is where you get dried birds and snakes. You get all of this here. It’s like a supermarket for voodoo. Personally, I was looking for something to protect me while I was on my travels.”

	 

	A voodoo witch doctor explains how the reporter can voodoo-charge an amulet to carry with him in his pocket. 

	 

	Reporter to witch doctor: “I want to go and see Asherah, so we can have a ceremony to see what it is like. Okay?” 

	 

	News anchor: “Some Africans have sacrificed the souls of their wives, children, siblings, friends, and in some instances, parents, just to make money.” 

	 

	News anchor standing in front of a Catholic basilica across the square from a voodoo temple: “You can openly be at Catholic mass in the morning and do voodoo rites in the afternoon without being bothered. It’s actually very easy to do so, as the basilica was built by Catholic missionaries opposite the Voodoo Temple of Pythons.”

	 

	Voodoo witch doctors are shown performing a ritual where it appears that a man is voluntarily sitting while reciting after a witch, as the witch puts ceremonial concoctions on the man’s bald head and repeatedly slaps the man hard on the top of his head. 

	 

	If you see the video, like me, you’ll want to get that guy a football helmet. The witchcraft he’s paying for even looks dangerous, though it could be a head-slapping good time; the Three Stooges have nothing on that witch doctor. I half expected the witch to start poking the man’s eyes. 

	 

	But the video shows that news anchor is standing in front of a Catholic basilica for Catholic missionaries even though the original report wrongly calls them Christian. If we went further with that video transcript, you would see the locals claim Catholic mass combined with python voodoo produces the best results. 

	 

	Think about that. Their practice does not show a negative issue with Christianity because Catholicism is certainly not Christianity. Instead, what it does show is the bankrupt belief system of Catholicism because it is not real Christianity. If these people are looking for the power of God, of course, they will not get it that way. But their religious leaders pressure them to attend Catholic mass to supposedly get to Heaven and then use voodoo for issues in their daily lives. That’s how sad the whole picture is. What those people need are real born-again Christians coming there with an actual Christian Church that can lead him out of all those tragic beliefs. Only through Jesus Christ will they see lasting results.

	 

	African belief in witchcraft is widespread even though those who believe in witchcraft rated their lives significantly “less satisfying than those who did not.” Of course, that is no surprise and it’s similar to what we’ve learned with some of our studies on secular psychology where a lot of psychologists follow the teachings of men like Carl Rogers, Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung. Both Freud and Jung were involved with the occult; especially Jung, who even admitted to getting much of his inspiration from demons that spoke to him. And if you statistically look at the lives of many secular psychologists, you will not only find theirs are just as messed up, and often worse, than their patient’s lives. Yet, people go to them for advice. Here is more on witchcraft being practiced at all levels of society in Africa:

	 

	“Belief in witchcraft is widespread in Africa. A cultural belief in witchcraft has wider implications for Africans as well, from law enforcement to aid donations to public health. In Africa, witch doctors are consulted not only for healing diseases, but also for placing curses on rivals. Magic (or at least the belief in magic) is commonly used for personal, political, and financial gain. African belief in witchcraft has also led to horrific murders and mutilations in recent years.”

	 

	I just want to show you one more article about human sacrifice. Again, unfortunately, I could take the rest of this book showing reports about how witches in Africa today are murdering people left and right, just for body parts. 

	“Arms, fingers, genitals, ears, and blood are highly prized on the black market, believed to contain magical powers and are used in witchcraft. The practice of using body parts for magical ritual or benefit is called muti. Such attacks are particularly brutal, with knives and machetes used to cut and hack off limbs, breasts and other body parts from their screaming victims, including children.”

	 

	These people practicing African witchcraft are sick! Again, we wonder why God says not to allow these beliefs to enter into, let alone permeate, our country. As I also said before, I’m not advocating we have a witch hunt to round these people up and take an eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, or kill them. But at least we as a country need to deal with people who practice this stuff by taking them to court and then hopefully justice will prevail. This is crazy stuff. Here is more from a pastor in Africa: 

	 

	“One pastor says, ‘Child sacrifice is real, it’s not a myth. It is a reality and it’s happening on a huge scale in Africa. I saw, with my own eyes, three children who had been sacrificed from the same family. It broke my heart; I saw the pain of the mother who lost three children. It was real and right in front of me.’ Witchcraft has long been practiced throughout Africa, and traditionally involves the sacrificing of animals like goats or chickens. But witch doctors, he says, now claim their work is ‘more powerful when you sacrifice the blood of a child. The witch doctors believe that when you sacrifice a child, you get wealth, you get protection, you get some sort of blessing,’ he says.”

	 

	Who do you suppose came up with that lie? Just as the Bible’s John 8 tells us, from the beginning satan has been a liar and the father of all lies, as well as a murderer. So, it’s Lucifer that is filling his evil followers’ minds with this garbage. 

	 

	Now, let’s take a deeper look at this African-witchcraft idea of “muti,” which is big business there.

	 

	Street vendors sell items needed to perform witchcraft for supposed protection, healing, targeting of adversaries, and other occult practices. Here on the streets of Las Vegas, we can buy knickknack patty whacks, or some guy that looks like Elvis will sell us the opportunity to have our picture taken with him. But in Africa, salespeople on their streets push witchcraft tools. Africans do not sell fleas like we Americans do in our weekend flea markets. Instead, it is witchcraft paraphernalia, herbs, potions, bones, dead animals, and other things needed to practice witchcraft. While those visiting us here in Las Vegas will go away with a cup or t-shirt that says, “I Love Vegas,” people there pick up witchcraft tools. It’s all over the place in African communities, and the whole thing is crazy. 

	 

	“Muti” means “tree” and it is witchcraft potions derived from plants or trees that witches put together in the rituals. But again, they also include body parts, which helps make it a big business over there. In fact, the terms associated with muti are “muti killings,” or “medicine murders.”

	 

	“Muti killings involve the murder of someone in order to excise body parts for incorporation into medicine used in witchcraft. The Deputy Provincial Commissioner, said that ‘muti murders, particularly those involving young children, seem to be on the rise.’ The government convened to root out the ‘evil practice of mutilating human bodies for purposes of muti making.’”

	 

	But the problem with calling out witchcraft in Africa is similar to what we saw in India, where they passed a law that said anyone accusing another of witchcraft gets up to ten years in prison. Again, I’m not saying these witches should be hunted down and killed. We do not want to do an eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth. That would be wrong. But India has tens of thousands of people, including children, being murdered by witches. That has to be talked about. But with the laws that muzzle witnesses, even when a witch kills a family member, if anyone in the family speaks up, he or she risks jail or prison. Africa’s policies are similar. And believe it or not, that started through the British who controlled Africa for a long time. The English passed a law there called the “Witchcraft Act of 1735.”

	 

	“The Witchcraft Act was a law passed by the Parliament of the Kingdom of Great Britain in 1735 which made it a crime for a person to claim that any human being had magical powers or was guilty of practicing witchcraft.”

	 

	Gee, I wonder why witchcraft is also rampant in Europe today. Another law was passed by the Parliament of South Africa in 1957. It was called the “Witchcraft Suppression Act” and was based on the earlier 1735 Witchcraft Act. This one was very similar to India’s law; in that it also carried a sentence of up to ten years in prison for:

	 

	“Imputing to any other person the causing, by supernatural means, of any disease in or injury or damage to any person or thing or naming or indicating any other person as a wizard.”

	 

	No wonder the pervasive evils of witchcraft in those societies will not go away! One attempt to deal with the massive problem of witchcraft came in 2007 with the “Witchcraft Suppression Bill.” It would have explicitly acknowledged the existence of witchcraft and began to criminalize it. But, as this article explains, the witch organizations complained so the bill has been held up for review ever since: 

	 

	“The pagans who self-identify as witches objected to the unconstitutional suppression of their religious beliefs and practices and negative stereotypes in this particular bill.” 

	 

	Well, then stop killing people. Can we at least start there? And again, believe or not, the witches won for now because passage of the bill has been suspended until further notice. So, the evil continues to this day because the witches get protected. God has strong words about this stuff but, again, I’m not saying we should carry out Old Testament justice with the death penalty for practicing witchcraft. That said, we do have to deal with it somehow. And the obvious lesson for today’s new-covenant Christians is that we should not let this evil flourish in our own societies, certainly don’t roll over to act as if it’s not happening and obviously never get involved with it ourselves. As you will see later in this chapter, we also need to take seriously the fact that witchcraft Is being popularized in our own culture today, including the promotion of witchcraft to our kids, even in the Church. 

	 

	African witch doctors are at all levels of African society with the people looking to them for help with most day-to-day medical issues. They have medicine men they call “sangomas.” Here is the video transcript of a sangoma in action: 

	 

	Narrator: “Johannesburg is the biggest and most modern city in Africa. But as the continent charges towards the twenty-first century, there are still mysterious and ancient forces at work here. Meet Seth Soroka, a third-generation traditional healer, or ‘sangoma.’ Seth has turned African medicine into a lucrative money maker from the white community. It’s all about protection and this is his arsenal of secret weapons to keep the thieves at bay.”

	 

	Many sizes of bottles and jars are shown with liquids and powders in them. 

	 

	Narrator: “Secretions from the lungs of a lion and hyena fat, just to name a few. Seth mixes his brews for more than forty white clients who call on his traditional medicines to allay their greatest fear: the fear of crime. It’s a booming market with no shortage of potential customers.” 

	 

	Seth: “Maybe they need to come to us healers and say, ‘Let’s sit down and talk about this thing.’ And then we give them the guarantee. We sign a contract. Then we start to give them the protection.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Seth’s work is a curious mix of centuries-old traditions and the ills of a modern society. Today’s protection job is a nursery on the outskirts of Johannesburg.” 

	 

	Caucasian nursery owner, Linda: “How are you?” 

	 

	Seth: “Yes, Linda. I’m fine and, how are you?” 

	Linda: “Fine, thanks.” 

	 

	Narrator: “Seth first met Linda DeLuca twelve months ago when he was called in to protect her fleet of utes, utility vehicles. A disgruntled former employee was threatening to steal them and kill the drivers. So, Seth was on the job. But when the contract ran out, disaster struck.” 

	 

	Linda says she didn’t get around to renewing the witchdoctor contract and ended up with criminals in her nursery. From that she thinks the muti apparently wore off. 

	 

	Linda: “Seth told me it needs to be renewed and we didn’t get around to it, so we learned the hard way.” 

	 

	Narrator: “So, Seth, the Sangoma, is back at Linda’s nursery. The first job is to stop the criminals from coming into the nursery.” 

	 

	Seth and a helper are shown digging small holes and putting some of his concoctions in them. 

	 

	Seth: “What I’m doing here is to protect this nursery for Linda so that when the criminal comes in, he will feel inside his body that, ‘No, this nursery is no good. It’s dangerous.’”

	 

	Seth is shown splashing liquid around the property from a bucket. 

	 

	Narrator: “Now, this isn’t just any old bucket of water at about one hundred bucks a splash. This sort of traditional protection certainly doesn’t come cheap; particularly if you’re white. But does Linda believe this is actually going to work?” 

	 

	Linda to the reporter: “There is a feeling that the sangoma can help them to sort their problems out.” 

	 

	Isn’t this stuff crazy?! And when the witch doctor dug a hole to put his potions in, it reminded me of the Catholic practice where followers are taught to dig a hole near their house and throw a certain Catholic figurine in (for sale from Catholic leadership), to supposedly help them sell their homes. Hey, I wonder why there is so much similarity between some of this African witchcraft and teachings from Catholicism. 

	 

	But notice how nuts that African practice is. When you or I have something going wrong at our home, we will call the appropriate electrician, plumber, or roofer. And for criminal behavior in our area, we call the police. But who are the people in that transcript relying on? As you read this, Africans are employing witches on a massive scale. It is a very lucrative business. And notice it was not a practice only utilized by native Africans. The Caucasian community also relies on witches. In fact, the business is in a big enough uptrend that white sangomas (witch doctors) have been popping onto the scene. 

	 

	And while this goes on, where are the Churches? They need some good, godly Churches down there to counteract all that baloney. 

	 

	“An increasing number of white people have openly trained as sangomas. Sangomas fulfill different social and political roles in the community, including divination; healing; physical, emotional, and spiritual illnesses; directing birth or death rituals; finding lost cattle; protecting warriors; counteracting witchcraft.”

	 

	Again, that last one is attempting to fight demons with demons, which won’t work. And notice how that witch doctor said he has the customers sign a contract. Then what happened? Linda let the contract lapse, after which the bad behavior came back. Isn’t that convenient? If I were a demon seducing people away from Jesus and towards witchcraft, what might be a good tactic? Would it be to help give people the perception that the witch doctor’s protection works? As the contracts run out, I would send more demons to inspire people to do demonic things so the ex-client will want the witch doctor back. After signing a new contract, the witch doctor could just pull the demons back again, so it looks like his practices have worked some more. Can you see the deception? It is all a bunch of baloney, but people are getting sucked into it. In fact, listen to this from the country of South Africa alone:

	 

	“It is estimated that there are as many as 200,000 indigenous sangomas, or witch doctors, in South Africa compared to 25,000 Western-trained doctors. Traditional healers are consulted by approximately 60% of the South African population.”

	 

	Now, you can see what I mean by it being a huge business. 

	 

	Witch doctors are also sought out for things like divination. The witches believe they get advice and guidance from their ancestors through being possessed by spirits. But that’s just full-blown demonic possession. They also practice mediumship, bone throwing and dream interpretation. Of those four witchcraft practices, the one popularized today on America television is the supposed-ancestor advice (a familiar spirit, or demon) from beyond the grave. But how is it that witch doctors get themselves possessed by a spirit (demon)? Here is their technique:

	 

	“In possession states, the sangoma works themselves into a trance through drumming, dancing and chanting…”

	 

	So, they apparently use repetitive movement, music, and chanting. That’s how they purposely get into an altered state of consciousness. Of course, that’s another reminder of our huge Charismatic Chaos study because charismatics teach the same with their own techniques involving repetitive chanting, movement and music. African witch doctors like the altered state because it allows them to more easily communicate with demons. That is all very interesting. And this secular article gives us another interesting connection between the sangomas and charismatics: 

	 

	“The sangoma will provide specific information about the problems of the patient. Some sangomas speak to their patients through normal conversation, whilst others speak in tongues…”

	 

	Hey, it’s like there’s also a coincidence with that major mutual practice.

	 

	Now, if the witch doctor does not want to go through the whole process of getting possessed by reaching an altered state, because it can take a while, a simpler technique they use is called “throwing the bones.” Possession by an “ancestor” spirit (demon) can be an exhausting ritual, so witch doctors often use those other techniques instead. Here again is Seth, the sangoma in more of the video transcript where he is performing divination by the throwing the bones: 

	 

	Reporter: “Back at the office there’s a burning question of a rather more personal nature: Efraheem Clameeni has, well, a rather-nasty dose of the clap. With a throw of the bones, Seth sees all.” 

	 

	Seth: “If you have intercourse with your wife, it’s very weak and a woman needs a strong man. So, if you’re weak, obviously you can’t perform, or whatever.” 

	 

	Reporter: “Now, call me a skeptic but in the pursuit of journalistic truth, how could I possibly avoid throwing the bones?” 

	 

	Reporter asks the bones before tossing them on a mat: “What’s my future?” 

	 

	Reporter to Seth: “So, what have we got?” 

	 

	Seth: “You need to go back to your ancestors; especially your grandmother because she is crying. She saw you do a lot of jobs, but you didn’t report anything to her. So, she’s crying. These four basic bones mean that you don’t communicate with her, so she’s crying.” 

	 

	Reporter: “I guess I’ll just have to take it on faith that it was all in the bones.”

	 

	No, you should listen to God, who tells us to stay away from that stuff. You’re being led astray by a bunch of baloney. But again, for those who consult witches, demons can help facilitate desired results that will deceive people, so they get sucked into witchcraft and other occult practices. And I don’t know about you, but if I threw a bunch of junk across my living room floor like that guy, tossing bone fragments, my wife would accurately prophesy how this goober is shortly going to get out the broom and dustpan. I don’t need a sorcerer to figure that one out. 

	 

	Just like the American Indian shamans (witch doctors) African witches are also expected to help with the weather. Again, as the Bible tells us, this is nothing new. Africans believe the witch doctors are possessed by the “sky god,” or “great spirit,” to be able to manipulate the weather. They’re also considered priest magicians. 

	 

	Under possession by a spirit, or so-called deity, Priest magicians are supposedly able to control human consciences (people’s minds). They believe they are servants to the spirit entities, while in reality they are in total demonic bondage and being used by evil. And speaking of possession, African witches are possessed by a range of different familiars, which is something we also saw with Asian witchcraft. In Asia it was animals getting possessed by demon familiars so the animals can supposedly train and protect their companion witches. 

	 

	By now, with all this history of witchcraft from around the world, you can probably see how all these occult and witchcraft practices have the same root in Babylon, while, at the same time, each country has their twist on the practices like different favorite animals to depict as familiars. You will remember that Asia was normally a fox or snake witch but sometimes used the cat as well. Later, you see that European familiar spirits are cats, dogs, and weasels. In Africa they are hyenas, owls, and baboons.

	 

	And here is an added interesting aspect: The African witches also believe they can have a familiar of human origin that will supposedly appear as a zombie. Lord willing, in this multi-year study, World Religions, Cults & The Occult, we will get to satanism after witchcraft and then deal with a hodgepodge of vampires, voodoo, shamanism, animism, ancestor worship, and other evils. And with the look at voodoo, one of their prominent practices is believing voodoo witch doctors can possess people to the point of taking charge of them. One of their versions of familiars is a person becoming possessed and thereby acting as a familiar to give their companion personal guidance and power. African witches also claim to perform sorcery.

	 

	For a price, sorcerers will supposedly do bad things to other people on your behalf like striking them with illnesses or misfortune. Another role for these witches is necromancy, which I’m not going to go into because it’s just too sickening. Here are other African witch practices:

	 

	“Witches are typically seen as particularly active after dusk, when law-abiding mortals are asleep. In some African culture, witches are believed to assemble in cannibal covens, often at graveyards or around a fire, to feast on the blood that they, like vampires, extract from their victims.”

	 

	As deplorable as all that is, listen to this:

	 

	“There is thus no inconsistency in the minds of the sick African who consults both a medical doctor and a witch doctor. The first treats the external symptoms, while the second uncovers the hidden causes. Just as the sick African takes preventative measures prescribed by the medical doctor, he or she might also take steps against the supernatural.”

	 

	Like Americans who see a medical doctor first and then following that up with physical therapy, after Africans see their medical doctor, for the “full-meal deal” they follow it up with a witch doctor. 

	 

	“To protect against witchcraft, for instance, the patient might wear amulets, take “medicine” or bathe in it or practice divination. There is a narrow, ambiguous line between good and evil here. Among some African people, “witchcraft” is intrinsically neither morally good nor bad. Traditional and modern African leaders sometimes surround themselves with protective ‘witch doctors.’”

	 

	Africans look at a witch as their supernatural bodyguard. So, because witchcraft is engrained throughout the history of all these countries and continents around the world, often the rulers are either witches themselves or rely on witchcraft and other occult practices to supposedly give the ruler wisdom and protection. And, unfortunately, it is still going on all over the world today.

	 

	“Like those in Western society suspected of child abuse and satanism, African witches are believed to practice incest and other perversions.”

	 

	In Africa, that kind of debauchery includes the muti killings (medicine murders) for obtaining human body parts. And when possible, they specifically target children for that mutilation and murder. 

	 

	If all that is not bad enough, there is another disgusting practice of the evil, depraved African witches: They believe a super-duper-powerful potion is one that includes the body parts of a murdered child or adult that has albino skin coloring (pink eyes and lack of pigment in the skin so it’s white). And this hunting of albinos by African witch doctors is another of their practices that is happening on a massive scale. As we sit in comfort today, unfortunately, people with the wrong skin pigment are literally running for their lives from witches that are trying to kill them, as this video transcript exposes: 

	 

	News report: “A man being hunted; living in fear of being killed for what he is. Jeremiah Ndayiragije is on the run of gangs involved in the most gruesome trade now spreading across East Africa; the trade of the human body parts of albinos.”

	 

	Reporter: “Some African witch doctors are using them to concoct so-called good-luck potions. They claim the body parts, skin, golden hair, and even the genitals of albinos will bring good luck in love, life, and business. Aljazeera brought you the story of this horrible trade last year from Tanzania, where more than forty albinos have been slaughtered in the last two years and it is now spread across the border to Burundi. So far, eleven albinos have been murdered and mutilated here. Jeremiah showed me his squalid and dilapidated hideout. He is not alone. Cyprian abandoned his family to take refuge here.” 

	 

	Cyprian: “We are here because they’re hunting us. They want to kill us because of the color of our skin.” 

	 

	Reporter: “Emmeline and her brother, Bertrand, fled after a suspicious visitor came to their house.”

	 

	Emmeline: “A man came to our house saying he was looking for merchandise. It scared us so we left.” 

	 

	Reporter: “But it’s Jeremiah’s story that is the most harrowing. His brother, Daniel, was allegedly murdered by the eldest brother in the family, who then sold off the body parts for $240.” 

	 

	Jeremiah: “I saw my brother’s dead body. All his limbs, arms and legs, were chopped off and gone. Afterwards, my brother and sister-in-law were overheard fighting over money they had got from selling his body parts. Furthermore, we have evidence that the murderers came through to my older brother’s compound and spent some time in his house discussing how they were going to kill him. I was lucky not to be at home at that time.” 

	 

	Reporter: “They believe that what is happening amounts to genocide.” 

	 

	Jeremiah: “I cannot take the risk of going back home. I will not leave this place. I’d much rather starve and die here than be hacked to death.” 

	 

	And in our society, we whine about cold french fries. Right now, people like Jeremiah, Cyprian, as well as Emmeline and her little brother, are running for their lives from witchcraft. And you are kidding yourself if you do not think that sort of thing also goes on here in America. It just does not get reported. But the more it spreads, because witchcraft is being popularized in the U.S., the more these sorts of heinous murders will also increase here. It is no wonder God tells us to keep any sign of witchcraft and other occult practices far away from us and our society. 

	 

	And again, because I don’t want people to take what I say out of context to make it sound like something I did not call for or promote, I have to say this every time I mention that we need to stop these practices: I am not saying we should have a witch hunt and kill them. I am not saying that or suggesting it. But we all need to own up to and deal with what is happening to these poor people being killed by witches, just as we would with anyone who murders others and is even guilty of genocide. Acting like it isn’t happening or enacting laws that prevent good people from even getting to first base on dealing with the issue is helping no one and actually getting many more people killed. 

	 

	Now, here’s a British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) report and remember that the dollar amount they mention goes a lot farther to support the average African’s lifestyle than it would in America where incomes are much higher:

	 

	“More than 200 witchdoctors and traditional healers have been arrested in Tanzania in a crackdown on the murder of albino people. The killings have been driven by the belief—advanced by some witchdoctors—that the body parts have properties that confer wealth and good luck. According to the Red Cross, witchdoctors are prepared to pay $75,000 for a complete set of albino body parts.”

	 

	How life-changing is that kind of money to an African living out in the middle of nowhere? And we saw how one older brother allowed his own albino family member to be hacked up and murdered for only $240. This is what witchcraft produces. It’s not a game. The BBC also said this:

	 

	“The latest victims include a one-year-old albino boy.”

	Wow. And as sick as that is, the despicable practice is spreading as it gets more accepted amidst all this other murderous witchcraft behavior. Why? Here’s another part of the article:

	 

	“This African country may soon legalize witchcraft to ease the burden on state hospitals. Witchcraft may soon be legalized as traditional medicine, a move that is expected to ease the burden on already overcrowded hospitals, news sight, Aljazeera, reports. Hospitals are also getting overburdened due to lack of staff, so the government is considering giving legal backing to the operations of traditional healers.”

	 

	I guess they feel that changing the name from “witch doctor” to “traditional healer” somehow makes it better. But it does not! Whichever name they want to use, it is just the same old-fashioned witchcraft where occult witch doctors perform horrible acts against the community, including murder. And shockingly, African societies want to legalize witchcraft as a way to offset medical needs. One witch named “Khass” is suggesting just that to the people in his area: 

	 

	“Khass said that he could establish a hospital and ‘treat all people suffering’ in the country if the government will consider the services he is offering to his community legitimate.”

	 

	And here is the video transcript of a news report featuring Khass:

	 

	Khass: “If only the government recognized my work and the service I give to the community, I could open a hospital and treat all people suffering in my country.”

	 

	Reporter: “The witchcraft wouldn’t allow us to film inside the waiting room where there are about 80 people inside a small room: police officers in uniform, men in suits, women holding their babies; all believing that the witchcraft can do more to treat them than a medical doctor. With one medical doctor for 15,000 people, hospitals are overwhelmed with patients. There are not enough medical staff. So, the government wants to legalize witchcraft as traditional medicine.”

	But, hey, it is probably not real witchcraft. I’m sure it’s like modern Wicca that is all about love of nature, animals and peace for all. Right? No! Whether they want to call it Wicca, traditional healing medicine, or fluffy-bunny friendship practices, it is all witchcraft and what goes on with it is absolutely crazy; just as the Bible warned us over and over. 

	 

	But, hey, it’s a good thing, we Americans don’t have to deal with African witchcraft here, right? Well, thanks once again to our media, including Disney, here is some African witchcraft being promoted to people all over the world, including here in the United States, where it’s being made. I had to take a screenshot of this article because people think I’m some wacko making an unfair charge that Disney’s, The Lion King, is promoting African witchcraft to our children. 

	 

	That is actually from a witch website that I want to quote from because the witches love that movie, along with a lot of other Disney productions, because it all helps witches promote their craft. Here is what the witches on that website say: 

	 

	“Disney classics are no strangers to us. Throughout each Disney film, magic has a tendency to play a prominent role in some way, including The Lion King, where we need look no further than the opening scene to see that the film is laden with magic and pagan symbolism. 

	 

	This opening scene, backed by a version of Elton John’s ‘Circle of Life,’ shows the animals of Africa gathering to see their newborn prince, a young lion cub named, Simba, for the first time. When they have gathered, Rafiki, a baboon, arrives and presents Simba to the kingdom in a ritual blessing. I mentioned earlier that Rafiki was a shaman. When the animals are gathered, we see Rafiki walking among the crowd toward Pride Rock, and this is a key moment to consider. As he passes, the crowd parts to let him through and bows as he walks by. 

	 

	Shamans in shamanic practice are treated with great respect, often honored and followed more closely than a chief or king. This is because the shaman is the mouthpiece of spirituality.

	 

	After seeing baby Simba, he smiles and shakes a rattle of gourds over the cub. Like bells in modern witchcraft, rattles are instruments used for more than just music. Percussion instruments are used for anything ranging from communication (both between living parties and the spirit world) to cleansing, to even summoning, or invoking a spell. Rafiki shaking his rattle over Simba was not simply an act of affection. It was the start of the ritual, a cleansing act before the blessing.

	 

	Ancestor worship is part and parcel to many shamanic and pagan paths and honoring one’s ancestors is a theme found in nearly every culture in some form or another. In shamanism, the shaman is sometimes seen as the mouthpiece of the ancestors, communicating their wisdom with the living. This very same aspect of ancestor worship is brought up again midway through the film (during a moment of stargazing between Simba, Timon, and Pumbaa) and then closer to the climax when Rafiki reminds Simba that Mufasa, his father, lives on through Simba’s legacy.”

	 

	That description is straight from the witches, and it is called ancestor worship. Disney is a consistent example of witchcraft promotion, and I do not have time to get into all the rest of it that goes on in our media and modern movies. However, I will touch on one other huge industry in our society that not only promotes witchcraft, but specifically pushes African witchcraft. Have you guessed it? I’m talking about our music industry. And the heavy promotion has been successful. In fact, it’s gotten to the point where young black women in the United States of America are leaving Christianity and joining together to form covens of African American witches. 

	 

	“A woman was dressed entirely in white as she addressed a large audience of African American women. Standing behind a lectern, speaking in the cadences of a preacher, she added, ‘I understand God more now, doing what I’m doing than I ever did in the Church.’ She was giving the keynote address last month at the third annual Black Witch Convention in Baltimore. Hundreds of young black women are leaving Christianity in favor of their ancestors’ African spiritual traditions and finding a sense of power in the process.”

	

	They are turning to African witchcraft in droves and notice that it is power they’re looking for. And something similar goes on here in the U.S. with the Church’s charismatic community. We Biblical Christians desire more conformity to Christ as we disciple under the teachings of Jesus. One main tenant of Christian discipleship that life is not to be about self. In fact, we are to deny ourselves, pick up our cross, and follow Jesus. It is about sharing the gospel of Christ and getting equipped to give a defense for the faith that lies within us. It is not about us. It is about Jesus and us being His mouthpiece. But just like those witches in America are seeking power, likewise, the charismatic community makes faith all about attaining power for ourselves. And these ladies forming covens of witches are turning to witchcraft for power because the “churches” they were involved in did not give it to them. Listen to this craziness from a video transcript about American women practicing African witchcraft: 

	 

	Reporter: “Growing numbers of African-American women in Maryland, and across the nation, are leaving traditional Church worship. All of them are in search of something else: a spiritual belief that connects them to their ancestors and where they can feel more empowered to control their own well-being. They have found it in ancient forms of spiritual contact. Some call it witchcraft; a term they accept and embrace.” 

	 

	A traditional U.S. Church service is shown. 

	 

	Reporter: “For most of us, this is how we worship; a tradition that predates us all.” 

	 

	U.S. witches are shown at one of their homes as they perform their African witchcraft rituals. 

	 

	Reporter: “This, too, is an ancient art of worshiping; not to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, but to spirits and deities that span the oceans and date back to pre-slavery days in Africa.” 

	 

	Reporter interviewing six witches seated on living room couches: “Are you, in fact, witches?” 

	 

	High priestess, Iyanifa Oyadele Ogunsina: “I’m whatever the situation calls for. So, if you come to me with pleasantries, you’re being respectful, you’ll get Glinda, the good witch of the suburbs. But if you come at me with negativity and meanness and disrespect, then you will get Evilene—your worst nightmare.” 

	 

	Ogunsina is shown performing African witchcraft rituals. 

	 

	Reporter: “They have many names and titles and ranks within their belief system. They are college educated, professional women who’ve chosen to believe that theirs is a truer example of worship that is inclusive of the genders. It connects them, they say, to their ancestors and fills a need not found in traditional worship, though most of them grew up in the Church.” 

	 

	Shango Yemi, realtor (witch): “I was raised Christian with all Christians in my family. In fact, my grandfather was a preacher in the South.” 

	 

	Third witch: “I also grew up Christian. I grew up Anglican in the Episcopal Church. The older I got, the more disconnect I felt.” 

	 

	Fourth witch: “I was raised Baptist. My father is a deacon. My mother is a deaconess. I was in Church all the time.” 

	 

	Yet, some wonder why Christians need to preach on something like witchcraft. Hey, this stuff influences our kids and it’s pulling them right out of the Church. Here’s more information about this disturbing trend from the secular article. 

	“Over the past decade, white millennials have embraced witchcraft in droves. Now, a parallel phenomenon is emerging among black millennials. While their exact numbers are difficult to gauge, it’s clear that African American pop culture has started to reflect the trend. In the music industry alone, there’s Beyoncé’s allusion to an African goddess in ’Lemonade’ and at the Grammys; Azealia Banks’s declaration that she practices ’ rujería’ (a Spanish term for witchcraft); and Princess Nokia’s hit ‘Brujas,’ in which she tells white witches, ‘Everything you got, you got from us.’ 

	 

	Modern black witches are practicing witchcraft with a few millennial touches. They build altars to ancestors so they can seek their advice on everything from romance to professional advancement, cast spells using emoji to help banish depression, surround themselves with crystals in the hope that they will relieve stress, and burn sage to cleanse their apartments of negative energy. They’re typically disillusioned with hierarchical institutions, the Catholic Church, for example.”

	 

	Again, there’s another secular article pointing specifically at Catholicism as the issue. And had you been able to see the actual video, you would notice how it all began with incense and candles. Well, guess what? Speaking of incense and candles, if you were raised in the Catholic Church, you got the candles and incense, but weren’t fed the Biblical teachings of Jesus. And that is because Roman Catholicism is not biblical Christianity. Catholicism is a works-based salvation, even though the Bible tells us not to add any requirements to salvation besides the need to accept Christ’s work on the cross as payment for our sins against God.

	 

	Catholicism does not teach the biblical gospel of salvation as the way we get to heaven. And it is not biblical Christianity when any organization or individual, whether they say they are Christian or not, adds any requirement for salvation to the cross of Jesus Christ by claiming salvation requires something more than Jesus like, “Jesus and Mary” or “Jesus and the sacraments” or “Jesus and speaking in tongues” or “Jesus and baptism” or “Jesus and whatever” or “Jesus but whatever” or “Jesus or whatever” or “Jesus and don’t drink Coke while you do your mandatory bike tour to recruit more followers to a man-made false religion.” 

	 

	None of those are the gospel because the true and only gospel is Jesus and Jesus alone. So, all these people and organizations out there who claim to be Christian while adding requirements besides acceptance of Christ’s work on the cross, are leading people to hell. And if the followers are not born again because they believe what those false faiths are selling as their way to gain salvation, they are not saved or indwelled with the Holy Spirit to guide them. So, it’s no wonder those people don’t feel a change in their lives and can’t seem to get satisfied. They are just practicing a pseudo-Christian religion that is not Christianity. In fact, here is a familiar background on one of the witches in that secular article:

	 

	“Monica Jeffries is a 28-year-old teacher who grew up in the Apostolic Church, but she broke ties with it four years ago.”

	 

	She grew up in the Apostolic Church, which is another charismatic, works-based outlet and not the biblical gospel of Christ. Being in an organization that claims to be Christian, including charismatic Christian, doesn’t make someone a Christian. Whenever a person claims salvation is more than the cross of Christ, he or she is not saved. So, that woman was involved with a charismatic Apostolic Church that is involved with added requirements to the cross of Christ, which makes it understandable that she got turned off from her pseudo-Christian experience. So, she is just one more example of the pattern we see where people who had not really been raised Christians are still characterized as having left Christianity and on and on it goes. 

	 

	Here’s another disturbing trend that we’ll cover more toward the end of this study, but I want to give you a little teaser: Not all these witches who claim to have given up Christianity, have left their churches:

	 

	“While some witches told me, they were finished with Christianity, others said they still attend church.”

	 

	So, that means some full-blown witches show up at church on a Sunday after practicing witchcraft all week. And I want to share a report about how witches easily infiltrate charismatic congregations. While everyone else is talking gibberish (which is not biblical speaking in tongues, that is always a known language), these witches actually mumble their incantations in their attempts to bring the churches down. This is actually happening in churches today. On top of that, American witches in the article claimed this: 

	 

	“Christianity and African witchcraft are complementary, not mutually exclusive. As one of them put it, ‘The Bible ain’t nothing but a big old spell book.’”

	 

	That is blasphemy! Here is more on why these women are leaving their church background and going into occult practices:

	 

	“The rise of Wicca and Neo-Paganism is due in part to increasing religious tolerance and syncretism (the attempts to bring all religions together,) the retreat of Christianity, the popularity of fantasy and science fiction, the growth of feminism relativist theory (truth is relative to whatever each individual decides,) and an increasing emphasis upon individuality and subjectivity.”

	 

	Can I translate that for you? It has to do with why we at Sunrise Bible Church have spent the last nine years doing Wednesday night studies that get us equipped to give a defense for the hope that is within us. We have been doing that because it’s what the Bible tells us to do. We have to understand what’s going on in our world and look at it from God’s perspective so that we’ll be equipped for the spiritual battlefield; not retreating but always advancing God’s work as we use our Biblical understanding and our knowledge of what’s happening in our world to share the truth with others.

	 

	By and large, when was the last time you heard an American church preaching on the book of Revelation, sin, God’s wrath, or even hell? How about a sermon on the occult, witchcraft practices, sorcery or anything along those lines? Most Churches today won’t touch those topics with a ten-foot pole. What do we call that lack of equipping the Church? It is flat-out retreat. And they just play games as they back up. Because of that they not only make no difference, today the occult is even feeling comfortable to infiltrate many of our churches. And it’s led to a crazy circumstance they’ve put themselves and our world in.

	 

	So, that finishes up an overview of witchcraft on the African continent. In the next chapter we’re going to finally hop the pond and get into the history of those “brujas,” or “brujeria.” We won’t go into North America yet because we’ll have specific studies on that when we hit shamanism and other aspects of witchcraft. But we are going to deal with Central, South, and Latin America. And once again, those areas have not only been involved with witchcraft for a long time, unfortunately, they are also practicing human sacrifice. It is more crazy and horrible evil that still goes on today, as it is constantly promoted by music and the media. 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Chapter Ten

	————————————

	 

	The History of Witchcraft

	in Latin America

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	So far, we have looked at the types of witchcraft, how it is practiced all over the world, and how protection from it comes only through reliance on Jesus and His authority against all evil. For the last seven chapters we’ve been looking at the history of witchcraft and man. It is all over the world! Back in Noah’s time, God judged the planet for its pervasive wickedness and hit a restart button on humanity. The worldwide flood left just him and seven others who survived to begin repopulating the earth. But in a short couple hundred years, his offspring rebelled against God with occult practices that included building their Tower of Babel in Babylon. They also rebelled by refusing to spread out and cover the earth. God confused the language and forced them to disperse, resulting in their witchcraft practices spreading with them. 

	 

	In this chapter, we will see another area of the world where that evil has shown up in a big way. Again, the sewer pipe of the occult and witchcraft practices originated in Babylon and then spread to Egypt, Greece, Rome, Asia, and India, as well as the huge island chain southeast of India. In the last chapter, we dealt with African witchcraft and its human sacrificing, which was also something we saw in India. Witchcraft leads to rotten, horrible, and murderous behavior. That is why Scripture repeatedly tells us to stay away from the occult and certainly don’t let it spread throughout your country. 

	 

	We are not yet to the part of this study that talks about witchcraft in the United States, but I’m convinced that human sacrifice is even going on here. We are just not told about it because our media wants to either act like nothing is happening or downplay the negative results because they promote witchcraft as some fun activity that is just about the appreciation of nature. But it is not!! Witchcraft leads to murderous behavior and any country that lets it seep in, let alone embraces it, will be headed down the tubes. Unfortunately, that is what is happening to our country today. 

	 

	We saw how Africa has gotten so steeped in witchcraft that they have a huge problem with human sacrifices, and it has even gotten to the point that vendors are allowed to sell witchcraft paraphernalia on the streets. It is not even a back-alley thing there. And those evil practices are spreading more because witches are protected from even the accusation that they are practicing witchcraft. Unfortunately, those same sorts of witch-protecting laws have been passed in India where they too have a massive problem with witchcraft. 

	 

	African witches are looked at as practitioners of divination, rainmakers, and shaman. Those last two titles are exactly what we will see when we get to the North American Indian culture. Again, this is nothing new. African witch doctors are also considered priests, sorcerers, and medicine men. That last one is so much so that Africa is actually considering the legalization of witches’ health methods to help with the country’s doctor-shortage crisis. It’s crazy! 

	 

	We also saw the pattern of our media promoting African witchcraft, especially through movies like Disney’s Lion King, which was heartily endorsed by those actually practicing witchcraft. And the positive media spin on witchcraft has even contributed to a trend among black-American millennials, who are getting back to their African witchcraft roots. And another big promoter of horrible occult practices like African witchcraft, is our American music industry.

	 

	So, that is where we have been. Now, we want to hop the pond from Africa over to Latin America (Mexico plus Central and South America) where, unfortunately, we are going to see more of the same behavior that shocked and outraged us about India and Africa. You saw how bad it has been in India with witches like the Thuggee murderers who travel the country seeking to kill men, women, and children on behalf of their blood-soaked and vicious demon called, Kali. Then we saw more evil behavior that was hard to stomach in Africa with witch doctors killing adults and kids for their body parts; especially hunting down albinos to chop off their limbs and murder them just for supposedly stronger potions. 

	 

	That was bad enough but wait until you learn what has been going on for a long time in Latin America. First though, one aspect we have to wonder about is how those practices got all the way across the ocean. So far, we have been dealing with just one hemisphere of the earth because it was all walkable from the original Babylonian origin of the occult and witchcraft. But how did they get across the pond to North, Central, and South America? If we were to believe the lie of evolution that brain washes our children in school every day, crossing the ocean did not happen until 1492 when Columbus “sailed the ocean blue.” You probably remember that saying from the larger poem. But, of course, Columbus and his crew were not the first and that is according to both Biblical and secular history. 

	 

	So, how was it that witchcraft spread to the Americas from those other continents? How did the witches get here? Well, let’s take a look at Genesis 10:21-22. Of course, it comes right before Genesis 11, which gives great detail for much of the information talked about in Genesis 10. Genesis 10 covers the “Table of Nations”; the lineage of Ham, Shem and Japheth’s decedents, who ended up finally spreading across the world after God confused the language at the Tower of Babel.

	 

	Again, the Table of Nations lists the descendants of Noah, who came after the flood. And obviously, all of mankind are from those eight people who got off the ark, meaning we are all in the lineage of Noah’s sons: Ham, Shem and Japheth. Their generations of offspring are outlined in Genesis 10, after which Genesis 11 describes the specific event that God used to spread the people (the Tower of Babel judgment). Now that you have some outline of those chapters, let’s take a look at the account of God giving the details about how and where the earth got repopulated. Here is Genesis 10:21 where it talks about the Shemites: 

	 

	“Sons were also born to Shem, whose older brother was Japheth; Shem was the ancestor of all the sons of Eber. The sons of Shem: Elam, Ashur, Arphaxad, Lud and Aram. The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether and Meshech. Arphaxad was the father of Shelah and Shelah the father of Eber. Two sons were born to Eber: One was named Peleg, because in his time the earth was divided.” 

	 

	As you heard, Eber’s son was the famous pirate, “Pegleg.” No, you were reading too fast; the name is, “Peleg.” Hey, you know you were thinking that. Peleg means “division” or “divided” in Hebrew. So, Eber’s boy was named for his time when the earth was divided, to spread people apart. Peleg’s brother was Joktan, who became the father of a huge family. According to the Bible, Joktan’s sons were Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, Obal, Abimael, Sheba, Ophir, Havilah and Jobab. Here is the rest of Genesis 10: 

	 

	“The region where they lived stretched from Mesha toward Sephar, in the eastern hill country. These are the sons of Shem by their clans and languages, in their territories and nations. These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood.” 

	 

	That last sentence tells us that the decedents dispersed across the whole planet. Evolutionists want to claim it was only the more recent people like the conquistadors and Columbus that crossed the oceans to America. But that is a huge lie! First, early man was more sophisticated than what has been told to us by the lie of evolution. That falsehood teaches the further we look back in history, the more we see man only eked out an existence while stuck in one area where he dragged his knuckles across the ground as he circled a fire grunting, “ooow, ooow, ooow.” That’s not what archeologists find buried in the dirt and it doesn’t agree with the Biblical account. 

	 

	I’m going to give you a quick look at the true history, which again shows how God always gets it right. Early man was able to traverse back and forth between the continents, and it was way before Christopher Columbus; exactly like Genesis 10 lays out.

	 

	The first proof that man has been traversing the oceans for a long, long time is seen in the coins that have been found:

	 

	“Roman coins have been found in Venezuela (South America) and Maine. Roman coins were found in Texas at the bottom of an Indian mound at Round Rock. The mound is dated at approximately 800 AD.”

	 

	What are Roman coins doing at any of those places? That’s strange. 

	 

	“In 1957 near Phenix City, Alabama, a small boy found a coin in a field from Syracuse on the island of Sicily, and dating from 490 B.C.” How did that get to Alabama? 

	 

	In the summer of 1882, a miner in British Columbia found 30 Chinese coins buried 25 feet down which were older than 2,000 B.C. Does that mean the Chinese were here in America? Yes, and a lot of evidence exists for that, folks. We have been lied to in the textbooks. 

	 

	While sinking a fence at a depth of two feet, a bronze coin was unearthed near Barron Falls, Australia, in 1910. The coin was positively identified as Egyptian, having been minted during the reign of Pharaoh Ptolemy IV around 200 B.C.

	What?! The Egyptians were down in Australia? Apparently, they were. Folks, I’m telling you we’ve been lied to because the archeological evidence shows those people dispersed from Babylon and then began traversing the planet shortly after, just as God told us. 

	 

	In Australia, a bronze coin was dug up that was later identified as a Greek coin minted around 28 B.C.

	 

	What were the Greeks doing in Australia way back then? 

	 

	“Roman pottery was unearthed in Mexico that, according to its style, has been dated to the second century A.D.”

	 

	“The Kensington Runestone, discovered in Kensington, Minnesota, in 1898, contains an inscription describing an expedition of Norsemen into the interior of what is now North America.”

	 

	This expedition is estimated to have taken place in the 1300’s, which is way before Columbus came to America.

	 

	“A round, fist-sized stone was found during the early 1890’s in a cemetery near Nashville, Tennessee. Its front was inscribed with symbols thought to be Libyan, pre-100 A.D. style. It translates as: ‘The colonists pledge to redeem.’”

	 

	I wonder what happened to them. When we talk about witchcraft in North America, we will learn that there were some bloody cultures here who might have caused the end of those colonists.

	 

	“Near Rio de Janeiro, high on a vertical wall of rock, 3,000 feet up, is an inscription that reads: ‘Tyre, Phoenicia, Badezir, Firstborn of Jethbaal’ and dated to the middle of the ninth century B.C.”

	 

	“A mysterious rock inscription was found by a farmer in 1931 on his property 50 miles west of Adelaide, Australia. The carvings were identified as Phoenician by French Archaeologists and reads: ‘Men of the Pharaoh of the city of Sais. Ot of Kish.’ Kish was an ancient Babylonian town on the Euphrates and was the birthplace of Ot, perhaps the greatest Babylonian mariner of the day.”

	 

	According to that inscription, even as far back as the Babylonians, ships were able to sail down to Australia.

	 

	“Near Parahyba, Brazil, an inscription in Phoenician has been translated, in part, as: ‘We are sons of Canaan from Sidon, the city of the king. Commerce has cast us on this distant shore, a land of mountains. We human sacrificed a youth for the exalted gods and goddesses in the nineteenth year of Hiram, our mighty king. We embarked from Ezion-Geber into the Red Sea and voyaged with ten ships. We were at sea together for two years around the land belonging to Ham (Africa) but were separated by a storm (literally, ‘from the hand of Baal’) and we were no longer with our companions. So, we have come here, twelve men and three women, on a shore which I, the Admiral, control. But auspiciously may the gods and goddesses favor us!’”

	 

	Hey dude, you have a big ego for the guy who got all those ships and people lost. Here’s some further evidence: 

	 

	“An experienced botanist has identified plants in an ancient fresco painting as a pineapple and a specific species of squash, both native to the Americas. Yet the fresco is in the Roman city of Pompeii.”

	 

	How did a Roman city have knowledge of those plants when those were only grown in the Americas?

	 

	“In 1886, the remains of a shipwreck were found in Galveston Bay, Texas. Its construction is typically Roman.”

	 

	“North of Cooktown, Australia, some strange Aboriginal carvings have been found depicting ships, not European; bearing the Aten symbol of the Egyptian Sun God.”

	 

	“Wollongong, Australia, apparently is notable for the wreckage of an ancient wooden ship similar to two found in swampland near Perth and believed to be Egyptian.”

	 

	“A doll made of wood and wax was found deep in a ‘Well of Sacrifice’ at Chichén Itzá, Mexico, on which is written Roman script.”

	 

	Not long ago, I was at Chichen Itzá, where one method used by some, who we will learn about in this chapter, was to sacrifice people to their gods by chucking them into wells. 

	 

	“At Ulladulla, Australia, in a 2,000-year-old shell layer, an ancient Chinese stone head, depicting a goddess, was found.”

	 

	In 1910, people digging a well near Cairns, Australia, found an Egyptian scarab beetle that was six and a half feet below the surface. It was three and a half inches in length and had hieroglyphics carved all over the underside. How did that get there?

	 

	“During the 1920’s, bushwalkers in far north Australia found a stone Peruvian Idol, decorated in old Castilian jewelry.”

	 

	Of course, Peru is in South America so someone must have been hopping the pond. Japanese steel blades have been found in Alaska, and their distinctive pottery has been dug up in Ecuador. 

	 

	If we flip the routes around to look at the explorers coming back home, in 1982, kangaroos and other Australian marsupial fossils were found in Egypt. So, apparently the Egyptians not only traveled to Australia, they also brought some of the animals back home. 

	 

	“An ancient Chinese book, written around 338 BC, mentions a great southern continent inhabited by fierce black people who used a strange weapon, which we now know to have been the boomerang.”

	 

	In 1974, a 92-pound basalt rock was unearthed in Australia while digging the foundation for a factory: 

	 

	In this chapter we will see that calendars, like those that were used by people in Central and South America, were used to dictate their human sacrifices. And it is no shocker that they included serpents with their satanic worship: 

	 

	“A certain rock was carved with hieroglyphs of serpents and was identified as belonging to the most ancient Mesoamerican culture estimated at 2,000 BC.”

	 

	“In 1914, archaeologist M.A. Gonzales was excavating some Mayan ruins in the city of Acajutla, Mexico when he was surprised by the discovery of two statuettes that were clearly Egyptian. One male and one female, the carvings bore ancient Egyptian dress and cartouches (engravings.) They are thought to depict Osiris and Isis.”

	 

	The Olmecs were believed to be the first civilized people of South America around 1400 B.C. They left behind these gigantic stone heads that appear to wear helmets. But here’s the problem for those writing faked history in our textbooks: The head statues are single pieces of six-foot-high granite that weighs twenty tons and do not only depict the faces of South Americans, like the Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas. Many have African features. How did these people know what Africans looked like? And it is not just that. Many head statues also have white European features. So, these civilizations were obviously connected with people who traversed back and forth. Here is a good question:

	 

	“What was an Advanced, Black (or possibly Asian) non-Egyptian, pre-Hispanic civilization doing in Mexico, in the America’s prior to and more advanced than the Maya and the Aztecs?”

	 

	“No one knows where they came from, where they went or how they moved those huge stone sculptures from distant quarries. Traditional archeology doesn’t have the answers…”

	Do you know what that means? Their evolution guess is a lie. The evolutionary history we have been fed is a false narrative. And they do not want anything to agree with the Biblical account, so they just keep sweeping Bible-confirming evidence under the rug. Then they just repeat their lies loud enough and often enough, over a long period of time, until people grow to accept their deception. All they have needed to do was pump the false information out through control of our media, Hollywood, the secular education system, and government. 

	 

	But if you read the Bible, which I highly recommend, you are going to see exactly how the true history all fits together, just as it tells us. One guy says this: 

	 

	“Evolutionists want so much to show a steady inevitable progression from so-called cave man to advanced man. But Bible believers understand that man began building cities right from the beginning.” 

	 

	Now, I wanted to demonstrate the archeological history about those who traversed our globe early on, because you might be wondering how all that witchcraft could have even come to America earlier than we have been told. And that is the point of this chapter. So far, we have seen how witchcraft went from Babylon, to Egypt, Greece, Rome, Asia, India, and then Africa. We also just saw how Bible-confirming secular archeology tells us that these early civilizations were able to cross the oceans. And by now you can easily guess what those ocean travelers brought with them to Mexico, as well as Central and South America (Latin America). Of course, I am talking about witchcraft. And boy, did the early Latin Americans develop those evil practices on a massive scale. We will begin that information by dealing with Mayan witchcraft. 

	 

	Like Africa, the Latin-American area covered in this chapter is huge. However, we will only have room to look at the Mayans, Aztecs, Incas, and a little bit of the region’s modern cultures. Even with those I can only give an overview and, unfortunately, that will include the most grotesque aspects of their behavior so that we deal with that evil. In fact, with the Mayans alone, I could give you a whole chapter. But I think when we’re done with what I tell you in this chapter, along with what you’ve already learned about witchcraft in India and Africa, you’ll even better understand why God said to stay away from anything to do with the occult and its witchcraft. 

	 

	Again, I have to mention this every time we deal with more aspects of the occult witchcraft problem: I am not okay with rounding up those involved to kill them. I am not for that and not advocating it, even though I understand that occultists murder men, women and children every day. I still believe we need to put them through a court of law like any suspected murderer. I know I am repetitive with that, but it’s because, unfortunately, people can take my words out of context and twist them. That said, when we add these grotesque historical accounts of witchcraft in Latin America with the heinous practices we saw in India and Africa, you will see why God says He has zero tolerance for witchcraft and other occult behavior. He tells us not to let it spread in our minds, homes, or nations, and certainly not in the Church. The Bible is clear about how we are not to let this stuff in at all because if we do, eventually it is going to get bloody, horrible, rotten, and gruesome. And even beyond those consequences, when we look for Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas today, where are they? Well, there actually are some Mayans now, which I will get to in a minute, but mostly all of those cultures went out of existence. And when you see what they were doing, you too will probably think that was good thing. But I’m getting ahead of myself. Let’s take a quick look at where these past civilizations were located: 

	 

	The Mayans were on the Yucatan Peninsula, which is a part of modern-day Mexico, the Aztecs were a bit north of the Mayans, and the Incas had a huge kingdom spreading most of the way down the western coast of South America. Those three people groups were similar in many ways, including the fact that each practiced polytheistic worship, which is multiple gods and goddesses (demons). And that is why each of them also practiced human sacrifice. They believed that the gods and goddesses required blood in order for life to continue. So, that is the main reason for their horrific bloody cultures.

	 

	Eventually, all three civilizations declined and to this day the Mayans don’t officially know what caused their ancestors’ seemingly sudden demise, but there are about two million descendants of the Mayan culture in existence today. So, did they really go away? Not really. But that old human-sacrificing culture is gone. You may recall from your history classes that the Aztecs were defeated by Hernan Cortes and other Spanish conquistadors. The defeat of the Incas was at the hands of another conquistador named Francisco Pizarro. Then smallpox finished the Incas off. But again, I’m telling you, when you see what was going on with those civilizations, you’ll wonder if their extinction was really a bad thing. And I will say it again, I’m not advocating murder, genocide, or anything else outside of a court room. But when you take a look at what was going on, maybe God very well used the Spanish conquistadors as an act of judgment to put a stop to that horrible, murderous, and gruesome behavior. 

	 

	Speaking of the Mayans, my daughter and I had our pictures taken in front of some Mayan ruins. It was a fun trip but for some strange reason they don’t tell you to come on down and check out the temple where hundreds of thousands of people were slaughtered. That might not be appealing for tourists. Instead, they typically have you check out the cool architecture and be sure to grub on some chocolate; they are all about their chocolate down there. But as you will find out in this chapter, when you understand what happened at those temples, it was weird to stand there in front of that repulsive structure, which is similar to so many others down there. 

	 

	“The Maya Empire reached the peak of its power and influence around the sixth century A.D. The Maya excelled at agriculture, pottery, and hieroglyph writing.”

	 

	Hey, I wonder where they got Egyptian-style hieroglyph writings? And looking back at that picture of us in front of the pyramid-type structure, what specific shape is it? That’s a ziggurat. I wonder where they got that knowledge? It was from the same place as their hieroglyphs. Again, all this history flowed out of occult practices in Babylon that spread across the world. That is another proof about how the different continents’ traditions were interconnected, just like the Bible tells us. And a common thread from the Maya, Aztecs, and Incas was these ziggurat-style pyramids.  

	 

	“The Maya excelled at agriculture, pottery, hieroglyph writing, calendar-making and mathematics…”

	 

	Guess what else they mastered. Unfortunately, it was witchcraft and other occult practices. Here is more on the Maya and remember that this placating was the demented practice of human sacrifice on a massive scale. Communicating with dead people is necromancy (God forbids it), shamans are witch doctors performing witchcraft, and we know hallucinogenic drugs are still used prominently in the occult today for connecting with demons:

	 

	“The Maya believed in a supernatural realm inhabited by an array of so-called powerful deities who needed to be placated with ceremonial offerings and ritual practices. At the core of Maya religious practice was the worship of deceased ancestors, who would intercede for their living descendants in dealings with the supernatural realm. The earliest intermediaries between humans and the supernatural were shamans. Maya rituals included the use of hallucinogens for priests.”

	 

	Again, all that is nothing new. It is the same old witchcraft and other occult practices. Drugs are one of the fastest ways to get people into an altered state of consciousness for allowing demons to take over, possess, and speak through the drug user. Of course, those practicing witchcraft and the occult do not call them demons. Instead, they use “spirit” and other less evil-sounding names. But demons are what is going on there. For the drug effect, Mayans would mostly consume water lilies, which are hallucinogenic in high doses. American Indian shamans (witch doctors) did the same using peyote or mescaline as they chanted repetitively to get visions and connect with demons. Foolishly, that was the way they led their people.

	 

	For supposed protection, the Maya actually buried their dead under the floors of their homes. They literally lived on the graves of grandma and grandpa. Many of us remember walking to school and avoiding the lines because we were told, “If you step on a crack, you’ll break your mamma’s back?” Remember that? But what were these kids supposed to do in their own houses? They are stuck, “Don’t go come home or you’ll step on grandpa’s head.” Can you imagine burying your deceased relatives below your bed?

	 

	As part of their ancestor worship, the Maya would put up home shrines like we saw way back in Roman times. Mayan shrines were for worship of a prominent male ancestor. Pretty much everyone in society had a shrine, including the royals who used to keep home shrines. Royalty started having those ziggurats built as shrines to entomb their ancestors, while the average-Joe Mayan, who helped build those structures, only got a little altar in his home. 

	 

	Now, besides Rome, who else before them also had those kinds of shrines? It was Egypt. So, the Maya appear to have gotten ziggurats, hieroglyphs, and shrines from the Egyptians. Are you starting to see how these methods all blend together because they came from the same initial source?

	 

	Much like the Egyptians and Romans, the Mayans also worshiped multiple deities, including the creator god, sun god, and the storm god. The last one supposedly controlled lightning, thunder and the rains. They also had the underworld gods, moon goddess, and maize (corn) god, as well as their worship of feathered-serpent deities. So, there again is the serpent worship. I wonder who is feeding them all these similar lying and murderous practices? For those still wondering, it rhymes with satan. And you will see that satanic aspect in all these early Latin American cultures. 

	 

	Now, in cutting to the chase for lack of room and also not even wanting to dwell too long on such evil, we are just going to hit the most gruesome parts of these Mayans’ rotten occult practices. That will give us the best idea of how bad it got from their witchcraft.

	Human sacrifice is what they did all the time. And I’m not kidding, it was all the time! They did so because of their belief that blood was the nourishment needed by the deities. So, it was a regular practice and also done on special occasions like the dedication of a building project or a new ruler taking over. Those occasions required the sacrifice of human life as the ultimate offering they could give to the gods (demons) during their most important rituals. 

	 

	From Mayan artwork, you can see some of what they would do to murder people. Here is the disturbing process: While the individual is still alive, their heart is extracted by jamming a knife into the chest. After taking out the heart, the witch doctor then cuts the person’s head off. Obviously, these people should not be doing any of that, but I wonder why they bother decapitating the poor guy or gal after they’re already dead? 

	 

	Other rituals of human sacrifices involved shooting the victim or throwing them into a deep sinkhole. In fact, there is evidence of mass graves filled with the skeletons of people chucked in. Sometimes they would also tie people into a ball or disembowel them. Again, this was typically after their heart had been ripped out. These sorts of rituals usually took place in a courtyard, temple, or at the summit of their pyramids. Here is a gross explanation of what went on: 

	 

	“In one ritual, the corpse would be skinned by assistant priests, except for the hands and feet, and the officiating priest would then dress himself in the skin of the sacrificial victim and perform a ritual dance symbolizing the rebirth of life.”

	 

	That is sick! You can see why God demanded that we not let this evil permeate our nations. Again, I’m not advocating the hunting down and killing of those involved with these sorts of occult practices, but I am telling you that we need to deal with witchcraft as a society because it still goes on all over the planet today, including here in the United States. Day by day, we are still allowing it to spread. Here is a bit about what went on with the Mayan people’s human sacrifices: 

	 

	Narrator: “The discovery of the Bonampak murals in 1949 shocked archeologists and shattered this preconceived perception of the Maya as peaceful people. These colorful murals provided a rare view of the gruesome daily life of the Maya, revealing courtly life, war, and ceremonies. Archeologists soon realized that for all of their heavenly concerns, the Maya engaged in the earthly tradition of warfare, torture, human sacrifice, and bloodletting.”

	 

	Wearing a ceremonial head dress, a Mayan witch doctor is standing at the top of a pyramid and speaking loudly to his people gathered below. 

	 

	Witch doctor: “Great people of the banner of the sun, these are the days of our great lament. They say this strife has made us weak; that we have become empty. They say that we rot. I say we are strong! We are a people of destiny; destined to be nearest to the gods! Mighty Kukulkan, (one of their serpent deities,) let us appease you with this human sacrifice to exalt you in your glory; to make our people prosper.” 

	 

	Either an enemy warrior or Maya warrior is held down for the witch doctor, who holds a sharp knife high above the victim’s chest. 

	 

	Witch doctor: “Here is a warrior unafraid and willing!” 

	 

	The warrior does not at all look unafraid or willing.

	 

	Witch doctor talking to his victim: “With your blood you renew the world! From age to age, thanks be to you.”

	 

	The witch doctor plunges his knife into the warrior’s chest, cuts out his heart, and displays it to the cheering crowd. 

	 

	It is no wonder God cut them off as a nation. And folks, that example was completely tame compared to many others. Also, in that video, a man was shown running a knife across his own palm as an example of their bloodletting ritual. He was cutting himself, which is something we see in the occult today. But why would they do that? It is because they not only have a public offering of human sacrifice for blood to feed the gods, they can also do their part individually. So, the victims are murdered to get their blood, and the individual witches offer their own blood in their satanic worship.

	 

	They would cut their tongue, ears, legs and arms; it’s sick. This was just common practice to feed the demon gods. The blood was offered to their deities through what was called, auto-sacrificial bloodletting, and they would use different types of weapons or tools like bone needles and awls (a pointed tool for piercing wood or leather), obsidian blades and thorns. They would do the bloodletting from places on the body like an arm or leg, ear, cheek, lip, nostril, genitalia, or the tongue. In fact, if you take a look at some of the Mayan murals, many depict a bloody mess. The whole thing is disgusting, but that is what they believed.

	 

	       They had to appease the gods (demons), who they thought fed on human blood. Of course, the demons demanded it from them. Once the person cutting themselves started to bleed, they would catch their blood on bark, paper, cotton, or animal’s feathers, and then burn the whole thing as an offering to the gods. So, it was not just the practice of a high priest in public displays, for events like a new king, everybody got into it because that is what they thought they needed to do for good crops, success in war, or help with a building project. 

	 

	With the blood sacrifices, animals too were killed for their blood. For human sacrifice, it was often the sick practice of disemboweling people. Another terrible ritual was tightly binding the sacrificial victim into a ball and then simulating their ballgames with him or her. It is so sick, and they did the same with animals. Speaking of ball games, I remember when we were visiting there, the idea of the creepy human sacrifice at those temples was bad, but they did not really talk about that. Again, it was chocolate, chocolate, and get your chocolate. Then I thought, well, at least the information about these people inventing soccer is going to be cool (what they call football). But it was not. Their so-called ball games were just as bloody because those too were all about human sacrifice and they certainly did not tell us that on our tour. Here is what one of their ball courts is reported to look like:

	 

	The Mayans put a lot of work into them and their facility would be competitive with many of today’s stadiums. They had some serious technology. So, you would think they at least got sports right. But they did not. Archeologists found stadiums from as early as 1000 B.C. These sports arenas are all over down there and one is the Great Ball Court of Chichen Itza, which is the largest they have found. It is 272 feet long, 98 feet wide, and has walls that are 27 feet high. Here is a video transcript talking about how they even used places like these for human-sacrificing ball games meant to appease the gods:

	 

	“For the Maya, the sky was not the only other worldly domain and the gods of the sky were not the only ones that had to be appeased. Beneath the earth, there lay another vast realm, a supernatural underworld, where the spirits of the dead roamed. The Maya believe this place of death exists side by side with the land of the living. The underworld could be reached in the most unlikely of places. This huge open court in Chichen Itza looks almost like a marketplace. But no buying or selling went on here. It was the setting for an ancient Mayan ball game, a game far deadlier than any modern sport. Measuring 550 x 230 feet, the court is over twice the size of a modern American football field. Here, two teams faced off with players aiming to hit the ball through hoops high on the walls. They played for the highest possible stakes because the losing team faces being sacrificed to the gods. The winners kill the losers and cut off their heads. Wall reliefs show the victors holding a loser’s severed head.” 

	 

	So, they could not even get sports right. Their whole culture was permeated with murdering people by the scores. The bloody practice even made it into their way of entertainment. All the details of what these people did are absolutely disgusting, and it looks like those sorts of behaviors had something to do with why the Spanish came and took them out. Let’s talk about some of the historical encounters between the two civilizations. 

	 

	The Spanish conquest of the area was from about 1511 to 1697 and shows what the Mayas were up to whenever the Spaniards encountered them. In 1511 the Spanish had a group of ships sailing along the Central American coast. One ship was wrecked upon a reef with twenty survivors that the Mayans seized. The captain and four of his companions were sacrificed, and the Maya served their flesh at a feast. So, they were also cannibals. Welcome to Central America! Other surviving prisoners were fattened to be killed later and only two men made it out. 

	 

	In 1529 and 1555, other Spaniards encountered the Mayans and were taken to be sacrificed. The men were sacrificed by cutting open the chests, extracting their hearts, and then decapitating them for trophy heads to carry around. The same sort of human sacrifice method happened to a Spanish party in the 1620’s: Their hearts were cut out, bodies decapitated and dismembered, after which their heads were displayed on stakes around the city. Spanish groups in 1624 and 1684 were also slaughtered by Mayan heart extraction. In 1696 the Maya came for some Spanish people, bound them in the form of crosses, and then cut their hearts out. A month after that incident, a Spanish expedition had their hearts cut out. 

	 

	Now, again, I’m not for rounding up and eliminating occult people, but why is this history not shared with us? Instead, we hear about them being victims of the Spaniards, who obviously reacted in such a way as most would when confronting this kind of evil. The Spanish may have tried working with the Mayans but often ended up murdered in gruesome ways, as blood sacrifice to their gods (demons). I am sure the Spanish had enough of it at some point and God very well could have used them as an act of judgment to put to an end to the Mayan human sacrifices. Of course, the Mayan’s demons neglected to predict that on the Mayans supposedly futuristic sacrifice calendar: 

	 

	You probably remember how some people made a big deal about the Mayan calendar’s 2012 prediction for the end of the world. I was blown away by the number of Christians who were also sucked up into that one, even though these Mayans were taking drugs and performing human sacrifices instead of listening to the Word of God. Hello? Do your research. It blew me away. Since 2012 did not happen, some have been saying the Mayan’s were off a bit and it’s actually 2020. Well, that window is also closing. They were much more than a bit off and no one should be listening to anything they predicted. 

	 

	But many have been duped into thinking the Mayan calendar and that “peaceful” and “incredible” culture showed a real mathematical genius and an amazing grasp of astronomy. Not true at all! What you’re going to see is that they did know some math and astronomy but the most important factor about their calendar was not that it was necessarily as much for predicting the end of the world as it was a system for tracking the times they needed to murder people for human sacrifices. We hear all kinds of hype about the Mayan calendar supposedly predicting the end of the world, but it was really just an ordinary occult calendar for killing, just like the occult still uses today.

	 

	Even here in the U.S., calendars are used for witches and other occult practitioners to do their dirty deeds. We will get into that later. But the information about Mayan practices gets even more grim. Mayan art even depicts child sacrifice with kids hearts also being ripped out at various times, including at the beginning of the Mayan calendar. So, it was also a prescription for when to kill children in a bloody way. It is all just sick! 

	 

	A mass grave in the Mayan region was uncovered in 2005 that contained one and two-year-old sacrificed children. Another excavation turned up the remains of infant sacrifices. And some sacrifices they found were not done on the temples or public squares. Instead, they were performed as small private ceremonies. Their society’s demon-inspired practices were just sick! So, I guess we can understand some of the reason this culture was put out of existence by man and God. 

	 

	Now, I want to move onto the Aztecs, who have been depicted in movies as nature-loving people who got invaded by horrible Spanish folks that came to their land and took them out. 

	 

	Completely contrary to that false picture, we’re going to see how the Aztecs brought the Mayan’s bloody and gruesome practices to a whole new level. The Aztecs are known to the northwest of the Maya in Latin America. The Aztecs zenith period was from about 1300 to 1521 and they too followed a calendar that told them when to do their dirty deeds, which involved human sacrifice on a massive scale. 

	 

	The Aztec calendar let them know when to offer their gods “food,” including animals and human victims. And just like the Mayans, the Aztecs were not just guilty of human sacrifice, but also cannibalism. Here is one of the tamer depictions from their culture: 

	 

	“To the Aztecs, death was instrumental in the perpetuation of creation, and gods and humans alike had the responsibility of sacrificing themselves in order to allow life to continue.” 

	 

	They also believed that spilling people’s blood was needed for the sun to continue burning. As sick as it is, they felt like they needed to kill to keep the lights on. They did their murderous offerings to the gods in a multitude of ways and also practiced the bloodletting we’ve already seen. So, the Aztecs’ methods were just more of the same bloody, gruesome, and horrible mess, (including cannibalism), that we also saw with the Mayans. Now, listen to this quote that is absolutely unbelievable but well documented: 

	 

	“While human sacrifice was practiced throughout Mesoamerica, the Aztecs, according to their own accounts, brought this practice to an unprecedented level. For example, for the re-consecration of the Great Pyramid of Tenochtitlan in 1487, the Aztecs reported that they sacrificed 80,400 prisoners over the course of four days, reportedly by Ahuitzoti, the Great Speaker himself.” 

	 

	When you do the math, that’s 837.5 people per hour (about 14 per minute) and it was nonstop murder for four days. It is no wonder God saw fit to bring judgment and be done with their culture that is so disgusting to even read about. And if you think maybe those are just inflated numbers, listen to this: After the Aztecs killed people by the thousands, they used the skulls to build the foundations for their structures. This stuff is nuts! Here’s a video transcript describing just one of these areas: 

	 

	“Conquistadores once wrote of an enormous rack of skulls called Tzompantli in the 16th century Aztec city of Tenochtitlan; a row of vertical posts connected by crossbeams, threaded with human skulls, and flanked on each side by towers of skulls and mortar. The Mexica, the founders of Tenochtitlan, (and one cultural group that comprised the Aztecs), thought human sacrifices would feed the gods and ensure the continued existence of the world. For the conquistadors, the skulls evidenced the Mexica’s barbarism and justified their conquest of the city in 1521. They tore down the Templo Mayor and the Tzompantli in front of it, paving over the ruins and building what would become Mexico City. As the centuries passed, historians began to wonder if the Tzompantli had ever existed at all. In 2015, researchers discovered a site that would remove any doubts about the Tzompantli’s existence when they excavated the remains of the rack and one of the towers underneath a colonial period house on the street just north of Mexico City’s cathedral. The team dug about twenty test beds, unearthing modern debris, colonial porcelain, and finally, the basalt slabs of a Mexica period floor. 

	 

	As they dug, hundreds of skull fragments began to appear, but they weren’t sure that was what they were seeing until they found the post-holes. The size and spacing of the holes allowed them to estimate the Tzompantli’s size. It turned out to be an incredibly imposing rectangular structure: 35 meters long, about 14 meters wide, and an estimated 4 to 5 meters tall. They also discovered one of the towers made of skulls and mortar. Over two seasons of excavations, archeologists carefully collected a sample of 180 skulls from the tower, as well as thousands of skull fragments, hoping to learn more about Mexica rituals and the postmortem treatment of the bodies. 

	 

	Human sacrifice and even Tzompantlis were relatively common in many Mesoamerican cultures. Cut marks on the skulls leave no doubt they were defleshed after death, and the decapitation technique seemed quite clean and uniform. In earlier studies, analysis of the teeth and bones of skulls unearthed in Templo Mayor, suggested that most of the victims were born in various regions of Mesoamerica, but that many had spent significant time in Tenochtitlan before their deaths. Some historical accounts report cases of captive warriors living with the families of their captors for months or years before they were sacrificed. Studying these skulls in such intimate detail, helps to tell not only the individual story of each victim offered up to the gods, but also that of the Aztec communities themselves.” 

	 

	And the Aztec story is one about a bloody and gruesome culture. Can you imagine these practices? They not only killed over 80,000 in 4 days, but then use their skulls as a building foundation. This stuff is disgusting and, again, explains why God saw fit to extinguish the Aztec culture. God sees everything going on with this planet, and he numbered the Aztecs’ days. 

	 

	Now let’s take a quick look at the Inca Empire’s witchcraft practices. When we think of the Incas, often their citadel complex at Machu Picchu comes to mind. We are told that grand area at 8,000 feet in Peru is where mountain-dwelling and peaceful Inca builders lived in harmony with nature. But that is nothing like the reality of their lives! They had some messed-up practices, just like the other cultures we have seen. And by the way, architectural pictures of pre-Inca and Inca structures strongly resemble Egyptian building projects. 

	 

	It looks a lot like the Bible’s account of how these people got their ideas from those traversing the oceans. Hey, do you think we have been lied to with the history taught in our schools? Yes, and it still goes on every day. Here is what the Inca Empire looked like: 

	 

	The Aztecs are there at the top, the Mayans are below them, and then the Incas covered much of the west coast of South America. So, much of Latin America was controlled by these three groups and guess what the Incas had in common with the previous two that we have looked at in this chapter? It was human sacrifice on a massive scale. And it is interesting that the Inca Empire had an administrative, political, and military center of their empire, which was in the city of Cusco. Why might that sound familiar? Well, it is no shocker that Disney pops up again with that. If you have seen their movie, The Emperor’s New Groove, you may remember that the main character is “Cusco.” And you’ll also notice that one of the characters depicted is into Inca witchcraft, which was nothing like what Disney portrays. The real Inca witchcraft was despicable occult behavior that led to a culture of horrible, bloody human-sacrifice. 

	 

	So, as we take note of what Disney has been doing, a strong pattern seems to emerge. I want to say, “Hey, can’t you guys come up with a different storyline?” It seems like they spend much of their time finding the witchcraft practices of cultures around the world and making movies with that as a common thread, including these Incas. Other popular characters in that movie are the llama and Kronk. The latter is the main character, who went on to do a couple more movies, a television program, and video games. 

	

	The religion of the Incas included reincarnation and a polytheistic worship (many gods). As we have seen with the Mayans and Aztecs, the Incas also attempted to appease their gods (demons) through human sacrifice, which they too carried out on a massive scale. 

	 

	“As many as 4,000 servants, court officials, favorites, and concubines were killed upon the death of the Inca Huayna Capac, one of their rulers, in 1527.” 

	 

	They murdered 4,000 people at just one event. That is a lot! So, for those who have been taught to think these were just peaceful mountain folks of South America, that description is not even close! And, unfortunately, just like so many previous witchcraft cultures we looked at so far, the Incas performed child sacrifices. They did so at the time of a ruler’s death and because of famines. They figured they better go kill some kids to turn things around and get them back on the “good” side of their gods (demons). 

	 

	I’ll say it again: Why does God tell us never to let this stuff into our country, let alone permeate our society? I think we can see why. Is it starting to become a bit more clear about just how bad this witchcraft issue is? And some will say our Old Testament God was harsh. Again, I’m not saying we need to go round up occult people and witches to take vengeance without a trial, but I think this opens your eyes to why God has zero tolerance for this behavior. He tells us to keep out of it and don’t let it spread. 

	 

	The Inca’s had all kinds of gods they worshiped for many different aspects of their society, including a goddess in the shape of a snake with two heads. The snake is again a main theme of so many witchcraft traditions. They also had a water god that was another snake figure, which again fingers the devil as their source of ideas and practices. 

	 

	Compared to the previous two civilizations, archeologists have uncovered a relatively high amount of child sacrifices in the Inca culture, including a mass grave found with teenagers. In fact, the Inca practice of human sacrifice was mainly using children, and the reason for that was because they took it to the next level, thinking that the kids were the “purest of beings.” So that was the best blood they could offer to the gods. How sick is that?! And even more despicable was the practice of fattening the children up months before the sacrifice. That is just hard to even read and mention. 

	 

	I’ll ask it again: Why does God say to stay away from witchcraft and occult practices? We are seeing why. And I’m telling you, if we’re still alive long enough, here in our own country, where promotion of witchcraft goes on every day and in a big way, we are headed down the same route. Actually, I still think we are already there with a lot of this horrible murderous behavior going on that the media refuses to ever talk about it. Here is something else I want to show you along those lines: 

	 

	 One thing we hear about Peru and the Incas is their mummies. The mummies they find are perfect. One picture looks like a drawing but it’s actually a real photo of a mummified young girl. Part of that perfect preservation is from the cold temperatures and dry air at their high elevations. These mummies are in such good shape, you’d think they had just laid down to die. For archeological purposes, finding those bodies in such great shape has allowed scientists to study cultural aspects of clothing, hair, DNA, and even diet. But what they don’t tell you is that these children were killed as human sacrifices to appease blood-thirsty gods (demons or spirits). 

	 

	One is a frozen fifteen-year-old Inca girl who was found in 1995 on Mt Ampato. At the same time, two more ice-preserved mummies of a six-year-old girl and eight-year-old boy were found. What the Inna would do is take children like that up to the highest point on the mountain, and either strangle them to death, deal a death blow to the head, or just leave them in the extreme cold to die of exposure. Again, that was their way of sacrificing to the gods. So, when you see these mummies, you’re seeing the product of the Inca’s murders to offer human sacrifices. In fact, I don’t have time to get into it much here, but after this study of witchcraft, we’ll deal with satanism, and then cover a hodgepodge of different related practices like voodoo, vampirism and shamanism. 

	 

	When we get to shamanism, we’ll see that it wasn’t just practiced in South and Central America. As you would imagine, shamanism made its way up to North America too. And that relates to how Disney and the rest of Hollywood normally portray the North American Indian cultures as peace loving. You’ll see that in movies like Disney’s Poke-A-Pukus...I mean, Pocahontas. Instead of letting us know the true story about how Pocahontas was a strong Christian in real life, they made her and her people into supposedly peace-loving forest dwellers. And they were living a beautiful life, being in tune with the helpful nature spirits, until those horrible Europeans came across the ocean to ruin it all. But that’s more lies! They also murdered people for their human sacrifices. 

	 

	Throughout the United States there are a lot of mounds, many are called “serpent” mounds, and much of those cultures’ practices involved human sacrifice. In fact, growing up in Nebraska, we studied the different Indian tribes, and one of those was the Pawnee. I don’t think I was given this information as a child but it’s a good example of what I’m talking about here: The Pawnee had a ritual called the Morning Star Ceremony, which included the sacrifice of a young girl. So, yes, those despicable murderous practices also came up into North America. 

	 

	Again, I’m not for rounding up and killing people who ritually sacrifice others, or for any lawless retribution, but the historical question is this: When the colonists came to America, did they really discover only wonderful world citizens who were in tune with nature? Or did they also encounter some of these brutal practices? That is another side of the story we are not being told. 

	 

	Getting back to witchcraft in Latin America, it still goes on today, but they call it “Brujeria” (broo heh ree’ ah), and it is being popularized by the music industry all over the Americas. A male practitioner of Latin-American witchcraft goes by “Brujeria,” (Spanish for “witchcraft”) while the female version is a “Bruja.” A Brujeria is a mixture of witchcraft, the occult, African witchcraft, and Catholicism. Just as we saw in the last chapter with African witchcraft, they didn’t care if a Catholic went to the voodoo snake-worship place next door, as long as he or she was sure to also attend mass. That sort of practice goes on in Latin America and here’s more about that from a secular article: 

	 

	“The practice of Brujeria usually involves charms, spells, curses, hexes, and divination. Many practices are rooted in a syncretic blend of witchcraft, witch doctors, shamanism, traditional herbalism, and Catholicism.”

	 

	You’ve probably seen people involved with witchcraft who wear a lot of Catholic paraphernalia, including crosses (which is just sick). We see the fruits of their brujeria with that building’s foundation of skulls in Mexico City. They built that city over a lot of those occult ruins and, unfortunately, that kind of horrible, rotten behavior is still going on today. Here’s more about that in this video transcript: 

	 

	Narrator: “Mexico City, home to twenty million people; most of them Catholics. But for many Mexicans, the allure of magic is irresistible. Believers find the tools of witchcraft at the Sonora Witche’s Market.” 

	 

	Two men stand at Mercado de Sonora (the Sonora witch market), while one points out Afro-Caribbean brujeria figurines. 

	 

	Narrator: “Anthropologist, Anthony Zavaleta has studied the market for 25 years. In every cranny of this maze, brujas, or witch doctors peddle their cures. It’s a market for even the most gruesome wares. Along with goods, the market provides services. In back rooms behind the stalls, nearly anything is possible. Spells can be cast or lifted, customers can have their spirits cleansed, or they can engage in satanic rites. It is all here. Curses fly powered by the wing of bat and the tongue of a pig. Witches bind hexes in black ribbon, ready for burial in a human grave. Cursus like these are all too familiar to Dr. Zavaleta. As part of his research, Zavaleta has been studying with Alberto Salinas, a healer who has come all the way from Texas. Alberto is here to restock his hex fighting kit.” 

	 

	Dr. Zavaleta: “What we found and what we saw that day was just unbelievable. In 30 years of field research into Brujeria, I had never encountered anything like it and probably never will again.” 

	 

	Narrator: “They came to a site where black magic was rumored to take place. The healers had come upon nearly a hundred objects buried as part of a hexing ritual.”

	 

	Many jars containing different items are shown, along with some figurines that are wrapped in cloth. 

	 

	Excavator #1: “Look at that! That’s unbelievable!” 

	 

	Excavator #2: “Hold it up for me.” 

	 

	Excavator #1 holding up a sealed jar of something: “This is casting a spell over someone. This is the item they used to clean themselves and in with it, they put a belonging of the person that they want to cast a spell over. Most of this is black magic.” 

	 

	Dr. Zavaleta: “Just the sense and the feeling that I had of the people, men, women, and children, who were captured, so to speak, in those objects, that are intended to break up marriages, break up relationships, bring people together, or more nefariously, to kill people and end people’s lives; those were horrible things.” 

	 

	And it still goes on to this day, right above the bones of people who were sacrificed in mass. It’s nuts! You know, I’m not going to say, “Thus saith the Lord,” but if you know anything about Mexico and many of the countries south of there, year, after year, after year, they just don’t seem to prosper. And they tend to have a lot of murder, crime, and corruption. They just cannot seem to thrive. I wonder why.

	 

	Again, Brujeria is something being promoted through music and movies like Disney’s more recent, Coco, which is about the Mexican holiday, Dia de los Muertos (the Day of the Dead). Disney dances around the globe to highlight occult practices of the different cultures. Can’t they come up with anything else? How about something like, See Spot Run: The Happy Story about a Dog and Cat? Why can’t they just get back to wholesome non-occult themes? 

	 

	Now, here is something I need to show you because it lays out the roots of feminism. Here in the United States today, this brujeria (Spanish witchcraft) is not only being promoted by our music industry and media, but also through feminism. And why is that? It’s because a lot of millennials with Latin American and African ancestry are going back to their occult brujeria roots to gain a supposedly “unique source of power for women living in a male-dominated society.” 

	 

	And I’ll say it again, much of the charismatic church promotes something similar, which promises power to women who come will come to them. It is all about miracles and spirit power. In fact, they also make women into pastors, which is not a Biblical role they should fill. And women are also seduced by the idea that they can be apostles and prophets. Whatever happened to following Jesus Christ, submitting to His word, and being His disciple? Since when did it become about us attaining power? Well, it all makes sense when you understand the spiritual root is feminism’s advocacy of female domination and power. 

	 

	Another related practice you may have heard of is “Santeria,” which is the occult’s worship of saints. It’s actually a blend of the occult and Catholicism. 

	 

	Now, in the next chapter we’re going to hop back over the pond to European witchcraft. And that will finally get us into the historical roots of Wicca, which again proves this is nothing new. It’s just old-fashioned witchcraft that has been permeating the planet ever since the Tower of Babel.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	How to Receive Jesus Christ:

	 

	 

	
		Admit your need (I am a sinner).



	 

	
		Be willing to turn from your sins (repent).



	 

	
		Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross and rose from the grave.



	 

	
		Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in and control your life through the Holy Spirit.  (Receive Him as Lord and Savior.)



	 

	 

	 

	What to pray:

	 

	 

	Dear Lord Jesus,

	 

	I know that I am a sinner and need Your forgiveness.  I believe that You died for my sins.  I want to turn from my sins.  I now invite You to come into my heart and life.  I want to trust and follow You as Lord and Savior.

	 

	                        In Jesus’ name.  Amen.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Notes

	————————————

	 

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/witchcraft

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crone

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Annie

	https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairy_godmother

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wilki/Evil_Queen

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hag

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Befana

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_witch

	http://www.arcane-alchemy.com/blog/2018/6/26/10-types-of-witches

	www.bpnews.net/25429/docrine-are-you-living-under-a-curse

	https://www.gotquestions.net/printer/generational-curses-PF.html

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amulet

	https://en.wikipedia.org/evil_eye

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/sign_of_the_horns

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Good_luck_charm

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/rabbit%27a_foot

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maglu

	https://www.gotquestions.net/printer/lillith-PF.html

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abracadabra

	www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/Egyptians/magic_01.shtml

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heka_(god)

	https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/Pharaohs-magicians-miracles-PF.html

	https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/Jannes-and-Jambres-PF.html

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lector_priest

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_(supernatural)#Egypt

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ankh

	https://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/Ankh-symbol-PF.html

	classic.studylight.org/desk/print.cgi?passage=re+22&t=niv&I=en

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pantheon_(religion)

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Olympians

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ancient_Greek_temples

	hrrps://www.gotquestions.net/Printer/who-Artemis-PF.html

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hecate

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mormo

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gello

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamia

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empusa

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_in_the_Greco-Roman_world

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythagorean_theorem

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empedocies

	https://www.ancient.eu/article/926/magic-in-ancient-greece/

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Magical_Papyri

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philia_(Greco-Roman_magic)

	factsanddetails.com/world/cat56/sub405/entry-6415.html

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornicello

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_religion

	https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_gods_and_goddesses

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Roman_dieties

	classic.studylight.org/desk/?I=en&query=2+thessalonians+2&section=0&translation=niv&oq=matthew%252024&new=1&nb=mt&ng=24&ncc=24

	classic.studylight.org/desk/?I=en&query=revelation=17&section=0%translation=niv&oq=2%2520tgessakibuabs%25202&new=1&nb=2th&ng=2&ncc=2

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vagitanus

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_Hill

	https://mysticmedusa.com/2016/03/veni-vidi-vaticanus/

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cybele#Roman_Cybele

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibyline_Books

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cybele#Roman_Cybele

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pythia

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_ancient_Rome

	https://quizzclub.com

	https://quizzclub.com/trivia/what-was-the-roman-goddess-trivia-the-goddess-of/answer/167895/

	https://www.britannica.com/print/article/33570

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemures#:-:text=The lemures%2F’ie,”)as disturbing or frightening.

	https://www.ancient.eu/article/34/roman-household-spirits-manes-panes-and-lares/

	https://www.thoughtco.com/lares-larvae-lemures-manes-roman-ghosts-112671

	https://www.encyclopedia.com/environment/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/magic-greco-roman-antiquity

	https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/guide-ancient-magic-180960129/

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asian_witchcraft

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Familiar#:-text=in European folklore and folk, in their practice of magic.

	https://mythcrafts.com/2018/08/09/the-fox-as-familiar-japanese-witchcraft/

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ofuda#:-text=in Japanese religion%2C an ofuda, stamped with the shrine’s seal

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kotodama

	https://www.billrudge.org/resources/spiritual-warfare/why-I-quit-karate

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_folk_religion

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_shamanism

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wii/Wu_(shaman)

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fulu

	https://witchcraftandwitches.com/types-of-witches/Asian-witch/

	https://www.thespruce.com/feng-shui-use-of-the-baqua-mirror-1275043#:-:text=Definition%3A The feng shi baqua, %2C and red colors &

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feng_shui

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magical_girl

	https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/articles/2128393/witches-are-banding-together-after-rural-chinese-communities

	https://www.papermag.com/Asian-american-witches-2640609308.html?rebelititem=4#rebekututen4

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thuggee

	https://www/tjefrodautoes/cp,/killing-in-the-name-of-kali/

	https://www.scmp.com/print/week-asia/society/2141250/indias-killer-godmen-and-their-sacrificial-children

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dukun

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malay_language

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pawang

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kulam

	https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhumaneswar/22-women-pull-out-teeth-of-6-men-on-witchcraft-fear-in-odisha/articleshow/71417036.cms

	https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranch/elderly-woman-killed-over-witchcraft-suspicion-in-jamtara/articleshow/76737203.cms

	https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/Visakhapatnam/man-killed-over-suspcion-of-practising-witchcraft/articleshow/76015315.cms

	https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranch/5-held-for-murdering-couple-for-practising-witchcraft/articleshow/75766644.cms

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa

	https://go.gale.com/ps/anonymous?d=GALE%7CA119898799&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=10639330&p=AONE&sw==w

	https://www.livescience.com/8515-belief-witchcraft-widespread-africa.html

	https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-07-02/witchcraft-child-sacrifice-uganda-victums/11248026

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muti 

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/witchcraft_act_1735

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witchcraft_Suppression_Act_1957

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mpumalanga_Witchcraft_Suppression_Bill

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_magic

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_healers_of_Southern_Africa#White_sangomas

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_healers_of_Southern_Africa

	https://www.encyclopedia.com/environment/encyclopedia-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/witchcraft-african-witchcraft

	https://www.britannica.com/print/article/646051

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/witch_doctor#in_Africa

	https://witch-of-the-dragon.tumblr.com/post/162558100547/witchcraft-in-the-media-hail-the-lion-king

	https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/11/black-millenials-african-witchcraft-christianity-574393/

	https://www.educba.com/maya-vs-aztec-vs-inca/

	https:///www.history.com/topics/ancient-americas/maya

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_civilization

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_sacrifice_in_Maya_culture#-:text=Blood was views as a,rituals culminated in human sacrifice

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacrifice_in_Maya_culture

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztecs#Religion

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_Empire#Religion

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_sacrifice_in_pre-Columbian_cultures#.-:text=Qhapaq hucha was the Inca, be the purest of beings.

	https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witchcraft_in_Latin_America

	https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-bruja-or-brujo-2561875

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


cover.jpeg
&

................

WORLD RELIGIONS

Witherafl™

AND THNMP WICCA VOL.1









